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Memorial banned as an extremist organization: a ‘top
secret’ trial behind closed doors for a ‘memoricide’ (3)

Persecution and prosecution remain a threat for Memorial people (See Part 1 &

Part 2)

HRWF (07.05.2026) - On 9 April 2026, the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation ruled
that_the International Public Movement Memorial was an extremist organization and that
all its activities throughout the country were banned. For Russia, this was not just a final
court decision putting an end to the existence of a famous human rights organization
disturbing the political agenda of the Kremlin, but it was also to make possible NOW the
criminalization of all the men and women who had worked or been associated with
Memorial.

To silence all disturbing voices and to render invisible the dark pages of Russia’s history in
the 20th century is what some scholars call *“memoricide.”

A closed trial and a secret case

The lawsuit had been filed by the Ministry of Justice of the Russian Federation on 31 March
2026 and the axe of the Supreme Court fell 10 days later.

The Council of the Memorial Center reported that the lawsuit was considered in a closed
session, and the case was classified as "top secret". The lawyer was not allowed to
participate in the trial.

On the eve of the trial, the head of the legal department of the Human Rights Defence
Centre (HRC) Memorial Natalia Sekretareva told the BBC: "The case is classified as 'top
secret' and we still do not know the content of the charges, nor who the court and the
Ministry of Justice consider to be the International Movement Memorial."

After the decision was made public, the Ministry of Justice stated that "the activities of the
movement are extremist in nature and pose a threat to the foundations of the constitutional
system, ensuring the integrity and security of the Russian Federation, aimed at leveling
historical, cultural, spiritual and moral values, inciting social and religious strife".

More civil society actors of Memorial under threat of prosecution
The Board of the International Memorial Association noted that formally the "movement"

with this name does not exist as a single structure. It is a network of independent
organizations operating in different countries.

According to representatives of the movement, the vague wording in the court's decision
is not accidental: it creates a legal basis for the persecution of the widest possible range
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of people involved in the preservation of historical memory and the protection of human
rights - from activists to casual supporters.

After the court decision comes into force, participation in the activities of the Memorial
movement will be a criminal offense and can be qualified under Article 282.2 of the
Criminal Code of the Russian Federation — "participation in the activities of an extremist
organization". The maximum punishment is up to 10 years in prison.

In practice, this means that not only employees of the organization may be at risk of
criminal prosecution.

The following previous and future activities may be prosecuted:

donations,

reposts of publications,

links to materials,

dissemination of research,

mentioning the Memorial without necessarily indicating the "extremist" status,
attempts to find information about political prisoners.

Defending human rights is anti-Russian

Explaining the reason for filing the lawsuit, the Ministry of Justice said that Memorial
considered persons convicted for participating in terrorist activities as political prisoners.
The ministry also pointed to 196 people who are "actively involved" in the organization's
activities and receive funding from it, including from abroad.

The court's decision stated that the participants committed extremist crimes: six people
were convicted under articles on incitement to terrorism (Article 205.2 of the Criminal
Code) and on discrediting the army (Article 280.3 of the Criminal Code). Itis also indicated
that the International Memorial Movement operated without having constituted a legal
entity, included structures previously recognized as "foreign agents", and its activities were
allegedly "anti-Russian."

In fact, the logic of the accusation is as follows: if an organization defends the rights of
people whom the state considers criminals, but disagrees with the state and says it is
politically motivated, the organization itself becomes a threat to the state.

This makes human rights activities a political crime...

Defending human rights is a crime in Russia

Denis Krivosheev, Amnesty International's Deputy Director for Eastern Europe and Central
Asia, declared: "For almost 40 years, Memorial's tireless work in documenting past and
ongoing repressions in Russia has helped to save violations of the rights of millions of
people from oblivion. From the victims of the Stalin-era gulags, to human rights abuses
during the conflicts in Chechnya, Georgia, and Ukraine, to the arbitrary detentions of
hundreds of Kremlin critics and political opponents of the Russian government today. As a
leading human rights organisation, Memorial has courageously defended human rights in
the face of brutal repression, including the persecution, detention and murder of its staff...
At present, the authorities are actually criminalizing human rights activities themselves.
From now on, likes or distribution of Memorial materials on social networks can become

the basis for a criminal case».
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The Russian state has engineered a new “law-based” model of repression criminalizing
in vague terms extremism without violence to facilitate the prosecution of human
rights activists.

Alexander Cherkasov, former chairman of the Memorial Human Rights Center, noted that
the recognition of the International Public Movement Memorial as extremist will greatly
simplify the work of the investigative bodies. “If a person is simply declared to be
“associated” with such a social movement, there is no need to further provide evidence
about his individual actions,” he said.

The analysis of the latest deviances of Russia’s legal architecture and jurisprudence is also
shared by The human rights project OVD-Info . This Russian network of legal assistance to
victims of human rights violations called the Supreme Court's decision "another attack on
civil society," stressing that the risks of criminal prosecution of supporters of Memorial's
research activities now extend even to basic forms of research and civic solidarity.

Memorial in exile
Paradoxically, the ban in Russia does not mean the disappearance of Memorial.

In 2023, an international association was established in Geneva to continue working with
archives, research and lists of political prisoners. It is expected that Memorial will continue
its work outside of Russia, in Europe, primarily in Switzerland and Germany. Archives,
research and human rights initiatives will be preserved and developed, but no longer in
Russia.

Memorial is increasingly becoming not so much an organization as a symbol of memory,
resistance and independent human rights.

What this means for Europe

For Europe, this is no longer only an internal Russian history, but a matter of protecting
the common principles of memory, law and human dignity. This means much more than
the loss of another Russian human rights organization. This means:

o the loss of one of the key partners in the field of historical memory,

e increased pressure on human rights defenders across the region,

e the need to take on a greater role in the preservation of archives, testimonies and
research work,

e a security and stability issue on the European continent as Memorial was a rampart
against extremist and vindicative nationalism in Russia.

If memory work becomes punishable inside Russia, then it is European
institutions that become the space where this memory can and should be
preserved.

Final step of the Kremlin’s lobotomization of the Russian
people’s memory (2)
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In the aftermath of the banning of Memorial in April, HRWF calls for the release
of all its human rights defenders still in detention, including possibly in an
international exchange of prisoners as it happened with Yuri Orlov in 2024.

1REMOPUAN

HRWF (04.05.2026) - In a closed hearing held on 9 April 2026, Russia’s Supreme Court
designated_the International Public Movement Memorial - a catch-all term that the
government used to impose the ban on all Memorial-related organizations - as “extremist”
and ban its activities in the country. This was the final step of the Kremlin’s lobotomization
of the Russian people’s memory.

This move culminated a years-long campaign against Memorial, which was founded in the
late Soviet period and had since grown into a community of dozens of sister organizations
operating in Russia and abroad.

“"Never Again an era of totalitarian regime in Russia” had been the objective of Memorial,
Nobel Peace Prize 2022.”

From "foreign agent"” to "extremism” (2014-2026)

In May 2014 one of the associations, Russia-based "Human Rights Centre Memorial”, was
designated as a “foreign agent” due to foreign funding and alleged political activities. It
was hereby forced to label all its information materials as such and faced intensive auditing.
Afterwards, the Russian authorities labelled several other Memorial organizations as well
as around 20 of its staff members “foreign agents.”

In December 2021, the Supreme Court liquidated International Memorial and Human
Rights Centre Memorial.

The reasons were repeated violations of the law on foreign agents, including in terms of
labeling materials. The prosecutor's office accused the organization of speculating on the
topic of political repression and creating a "false image of the USSR as a terrorist state."
These decisions caused a large-scale international reaction.

Many public figures in Russia and abroad expressed their support for Memorial and its
structures. Among them were Nobel laureates Mikhail Gorbachev and Dmitry Muratov,
writer and actor Stephen Fry, playwright Tom Stoppard, journalist Vladimir Pozner, several
dozen academicians and corresponding members of the Russian Academy of Sciences.

The European Union and the United States also condemned the dismantling of Memorial.

The head of the European Union's foreign policy service, Josep Borrell, expressed regret
over the decision to liquidate Memorial, which "plays an important role in preserving the
memory of political repression and human rights violations." US State Department
spokesman Ned Price said that the liquidation of Memorial reflected "an era of rapidly
shrinking space for independent civil society, media and pro-democracy activists in Russia."
He called on the Russian authorities to stop harassing human rights defenders.

From 2021 until 2026, the various Memorials continued to operate without state

registration.
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In February 2026, the Russian Ministry of Justice added the Switzerland-based Memorial
International Association and German foundation Zukunft Memorial to the list of
“undesirable organizations.”

Repressions against the guardians of the memory temple

A special tribute must be rendered to the numerous well-known or anonymous guardians
of the memory temple who have strived to collect and preserve the evidence of the
atrocities perpetrated under the totalitarian Communist regime. A few prominent victims
among many...

In 2009, Natalia Estemirova, a researcher of Memorial's Grozny office (North Caucasus),
who was investigating kidnappings and murders in Chechnya, was kidnapped in Grozny
and found murdered in Ingushetia. Her death shocked Russia, but the masterminds of the
murder were never found.

According to the chairman of the board of the Memorial Human Rights Centre, Oleg Orlov,
the leadership of the Chechen Republic is behind this murder. He also said that Ramzan
Kadyrov had personally threatened the human rights activist.

The case of historian Yuri Dmitriev, the head of the Karelian branch of Memorial and the
researcher of mass graves of victims of repression in Sandarmokh and Krasny Bor, caused
a significant public outcry.

Yuri Dmitriev is currently 70 years old. He has been on trial since... 2018. As a result of
repeated court reviews of his case, the historian was lastly sentenced to 15 years in prison
and, if the court decisions remain unchanged, he will not be released until 2032.

His supporters claimed that the persecution was related to his human rights activities and
work to restore the memory of the victims of repression under the Soviet Union.

The European Union, as well as scientists and artists from different countries, demanded
his release.

On March 31, 2026, the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) in Strasbourg ordered
Russia to pay him financial compensation to imprisoned historian Yuri Dmitriev for moral
damage caused to him by excessively long pre-trial detention and lack of a fair trial.

Yuri Dmitriev was a laureate of the following awards: the Golden Pen of Russia Prize
(Russia, 2005), the Golden Cross of Merit (Poland, 2015), the Certificate of Honor of the
Republic of Karelia (2016), the Moscow Helsinki Group Prize in the field of human rights
protection (2018), the Anna Dahlbeck Memorial Foundation Prize for Civil Courage in the
Struggle for Human Rights (Sweden, 2020), the Lev Kopelev Prize for Peace and Human
Rights (Germany, 2020), Andrei Sakharov Freedom Prize (Norwegian Helsinki Committee,
2021).

On 18 March 2019, Oyub Titiev, the head of Memorial's Chechen office, was sentenced to
four years in a penal colony on alleged charges of drug possession.

Oyub Tatiyev is a laureate of the Vaclav Havel Prize for the Protection of Human Rights
(awarded by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe in 2018), the Prize for
Human Rights and the Rule of Law established by the Ministries of Foreign Affairs of France
and Germany (2018), the Moscow Helsinki Group Prize for Courage in the Protection of

Human Rights (2018).
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On 23 May 2023, human rights defender Bakhrom Khamroev, who collaborated with
Memorial, was sentenced to 13 years and 9 months in prison on politically motivated
charges: "Public calls for terrorist activities, public justification of terrorism or propaganda
of terrorism committed using the media or electronic or information and
telecommunications networks, including the Internet") and "Participation in the activities
of a terrorist organization."

He has been detained since February 24, 2022.

On 27 February 2024, the Co-Chairman of the Memorial, Oleg Orlov, was sentenced
to 2.5 years in a general regime colony in a politically motivated case with the motivation
of repeatedly discrediting the army.

On 1 August 2024, Oleg Orlov was released in a prisoner exchange between Russia,
Belarus and five Western countries

Oleg Orlov is a laureate of the Andrei Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought (2009), the
Moscow Helsinki Group Prize in the category "For Historical Contribution to the Protection
of Human Rights and the Human Rights Movement" (2012), the Honorary Citizen of Paris
Prize for "the struggle for democracy, respect for human rights and freedom" (2024).

On 4 April 2024, Alexander Chernyshov, the former chairman of the Perm "Center of
Historical Memory" (created after the liquidation of the Perm "Memorial"), was convicted
of "attempted smuggling of cultural values." The investigation alleged that Alexander
Chernyshov and the former head of the Perm "Memorial”, Robert Latypov, tried to illegally
export from Russia to Germany archival documents of the organization, which represent
"cultural and historical value". It was about documents from the archive of the Perm
Memorial, which covered the period of the organization's activities for several decades...

The court sentenced Chernyshov to 3 years in prison with a probation period of three years.
According to the court's decision, the archives of the Perm Memorial should be transferred
to the Russian State Archive of Social and Political History for storage.

On 19 August 2025, Sergei Davidis, a member of the board of directors and co-chairman
of the Memorial Centre, was sentenced in absentia to six years in prison under a politically
motivated article, for allegedly justifying terrorism on the Internet (Part 2 of Article 205.2
of the Criminal Code). The formal reason for the prosecution was that Davidis reposted on
his personal Facebook the news about the recognition as political prisoners of 22 prisoners
from the Ukrainian Azov regiment (banned in Russia as a terrorist organization).

Davidis now lives in Lithuania and continues his Memorial work from that country.
Destruction in Russia of monuments to the memory of Soviet repression victims

Hopefully there will be a time to erect such monuments in all the regions of Russia where
there was a Memorial branch. For now, Moscow continues to destroy monuments to the
memory of the victims of Soviet repression.

In April 2026, on the Day of Remembrance of the Victims of the Genocide of the Soviet
People, the Stone of Sorrow (Marble Arch and Grey Granite Stone), a memorial to the
victims of Soviet repression, was bulldozed at night without warning.

Memorial stones erected in memory of the captivity of Poles, Estonians, Latvians,
Lithuanians and Kalmyks deported to Siberia while the Soviet army was occupying their
countries or regions many were also demolished in Tomsk.
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All Memorial activists who were victims of the repression of the Russian
Federation in the 21st century would deserve to have a monument with their
names engraved in stone.

Why not in the area of the European Parliament in Brussels or Strasbourg?

Memorial, Nobel Peace Prize 2022, declared extremist
and banned by Putin (1)

On 1 May, Labour Day, let us remember the Russian citizens who worked for hu-
man rights, their historical memory, reconciliation and peace but have been vic-
tims of Putin’s rule

HRWF (01.05.2026) - On 9 April 2026, the Supreme Court of the Russian Federa-
tion declared _the International Public Movement Memorial (Nobel Peace Prize
2022), an extremist organization and banned its activities throughout the coun-
try.

This move further criminalized the work of independent rights defenders in Russia, building
on previous actions in 2021 that liquidated other Memorial entities, such as the Interna-
tional Memorial Association and the Memorial Human Rights Center.

This was the last nail hammered into the coffin of Memorial.

The status of a "foreign agent" first created administrative pressure, the liquidation de-
stroyed the legal structure, and the status of "extremist organization" led to the criminali-
zation and the capital punishment of Memorial.

Many people close to Memorial are now at risk in Russia: not only the staff of Memorial,
but also supporters, researchers, donors and everyone who continues to work undercover
on the topic of historical memory.

The decision of the Supreme Court is already being called one of the most resonant blows
to the human rights movement in the Russian Federation. This assassination was commit-
ted in the total indifference of the international media, which was too preoccupied with
Trump’s war in Iran and Israel’s wars against the Hamas in Gaza and the Hezbollah in
Lebanon. No movement of protest and no public demonstration. In the best case, some
political declarations on the global scene but only words, no actions.

It is important to understand that Memorial is not just a non-governmental organization.
It is one of the main keepers of the historical memory concerning the political repression
in the USSR in the 20th century and also a key actor documenting human rights violations
in the current Russian Federation.

The process engaged by Memorial could have been the main driving force leading to the
equivalent of the denazification of Germany after WWII. This self-purification was followed
by reconciliation between the warring countries, decades of reconciliation in Western Eu-
rope, and the construction of the EU. In Russia, a similar movement of self-purification
was nipped in the bud and that is why war is back on the European continent.

The recognition of Memorial as an extremist organization was not a sudden decision, but
the logical outcome of many years of conflictual interaction.
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Why Memorial became inconvenient and unwelcome for the Russian state

Memorial was first engaged in research on Soviet terror, Gulag archives, search for mass
graves, publication of lists of victims, and restoration of their honour.

At the same time, the organization documented contemporary human rights violations:
the wars in Chechnya, the conflicts in Georgia and Ukraine, the persecution and imprison-
ment of political activists, arbitrary detentions and pressure on civil society inside Russia.

It is this link between the past and the present that has become fundamental in the mission
of Memorial but also politically disturbing. A "Never Again” movement was not allowed to
exist.

Memorial showed that the repression in the Soviet times was not only a historical issue,
but it remained an ongoing political practice. For the authorities, this meant a direct chal-
lenge to the official version of history, which focuses on the "glorious past" rather than on
the state's crimes against its own citizens.

Today, the Russian authorities claim the opposite: research work on historical memory is
a threat to the state.

In 2021, when Memorial was liquidated, President Vladimir Putin said that Memorial was
trying to protect those who are included in the list of terrorists and extremists in Russia.
The prosecutor's office also called it a threat to society, accusing the organization of using
Western money to focus on the crimes of the Soviet Union instead of celebrating "our
glorious past."

Memorial, Andrei Sakharov and the EU Sakharov Prize
The history of Memorial began with the emergence of an initiative group in Moscow, which

first aimed to perpetuate the memory of the victims of political repression under Stalin.
Similar groups subsequently began to appear in other parts of the USSR.

This movement was closely associated with the famous academician Andrei Sakharov (May
1921 - December 1989) who was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1975 for defending
human rights around the world.

In 1988, after his internal exile (1980-1986) to Gorky (now Nizhny Novgorod) with his wife
Elena Bonner, he became the chairman of Memorial.

The official registration of Memorial in all the republics of the Russian Federation took place
after Sakharov's death in 1989 in April 1991. It was then the condition put forward by his
widow to accept the proposal of Soviet Secretary General Mikhail Gorbachev to succeed
him at the head of Memorial.

For decades, Memorial has preserved the memory of the victims of Stalin's repressions in
the Soviet Union and has protected human rights in the Russian Federation since its crea-
tion in 1991.

It was this combination that made Memorial unique: the organization not only studied the
past, but also highlighted its connection with modern political repression.

In 1988, the European Parliament created the Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought and
then awarded it to Nelson Mandela (South Africa) and Anatoli Marchenko (Soviet Union).
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Since then the Prize has been attributed to another laureate every year on 10 December,
UN Human Rights Day, in an official ceremony in the European Parliament.

International recognition and Nobel Prize

In 2022, Memorial was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.

For Memorial, this was an official recognition that it was not just a Russian non-govern-
mental organization, but an important institution for the protection of human dignity and
historical truth.

On 10 December 2022, Jan Rachinsky delivered the Nobel Peace Prize lecture “Peace,
memory, freedom” on behalf of Memorial at the Oslo City Hall in Norway.

He stressed that Memorial had been in existence for 35 years, and had groups working in
many regions of Russia, in Ukraine, and in several countries of Western Europe.

And he added “"The Nobel Peace Prize is a tribute to each of these organizations, to each
of the thousands of people taking part in the activities of Memorial - their members, col-
leagues, volunteers, participants in public actions. This tribute is for them, and for those
from Memorial who are no longer with us, in particular those people who did so much in
the founding of Memorial and made it what it is today: Andrei Sakharov, Arseny Roginsky,
Sergei Kovalyov, and many others. This prize is theirs.”

This is the European spiritual legacy "made in Russia” that President Putin smashed with
the banning of Memorial and his war on Ukraine.

A stand-up comedian sentenced to 5 years and 9 months
in prison

HRWF (30.03.2026) - In early February, the Meshchansky District Court of Moscow
sentenced comedian Artemy Ostanin to five years and nine months in prison and a fine of
300,000 rubles (more than 3000 euros) on charges of inciting hatred (paragraph "c" of
Part 2 of Article 282 of the Criminal Code) and insulting the feelings of believers (Part 1 of
Article 148 of the Criminal Code). This was reported by “Mediazona”.

His trial against Ostanin began on 12 January 2026, required four hearings and came to
an end in February.

The first reason for the criminal prosecution was the comedian's performance of the
monologue of a disabled man without legs, who was blown up by a mine...

Although he did not refer at all to the war in Ukraine, his subliminal message did not escape
censorship. For them, it was the public manifestation of anti-war feelings. Activists of the
pro-government movement "Call of the People" contended that the comedian was ridiculing
a Russian soldier who lost his legs in the war in Ukraine. They denounced him to the
Investigative Committee and the Prosecutor General's Office.

The second reason for his sentence was that he had insulted the feelings of believers
because of one of his jokes about Christ. In an imaginery dialogue between Jesus Christ
and himself, he was saying "I brought good news to people, and do you know what they
did? Well, they crucified me." This was reported by “Mediazona”
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Ostanin pleaded not guilty and insisted on acquittal. He was not followed by the judges.
Ostanin on the run arrested in Belarus and deported to Russia

The comedian was arrested on the border between Russia and Belarus on 18 March 2025.
In court, Ostanin said that on the way to Russia, security forces from Belarus stopped his
car in the forest, beat him with truncheons, a sandbag and a stun gun. They also cut off
his dreadlocks with a knife and threatened to cut his throat.

Ostanin's lawyer said that he got broken ribs and a fractured spine.

In addition, the Belarusian Siloviki telegram channel published a photo of a shorn comedian
with a meat grinder around his neck after the arrest. Probably, the meat grinder was used
as a reference to his joke that Murmansk United Russia gave to the mothers of dead
soldiers. The meat grinder was a reference to the comedian's joke (Link to his show on
YouTube) that Murmansk United Russia presented meat grinders to the mothers of the
dead military on March 8, Woman's Day.

Joke about a disabled man without legs
https://youtu.be/KgvKODGwtBA?si=Sw6nxCeDNIAbpBmX

Joke about Jesus Christ
https://youtube.com/shorts/IXGW25UXVEE?si=HM88L11aXd3bHjZy

Some comments about the meat grinder metaphor

The comedian plays on this tragic metaphor by saying that lawmakers of Putin’s party
(United Russia) in Murmansk decided to give meat grinders to the mothers of fallen soldiers
on March 8 (Woman's Day, a holiday when women in Russia traditionally receive gifts, the
equivalent of Mother’s Day in Western Europe). The subliminal message of the comedian
is that Putin gives them an instrument he has himself used to send their sons to death.

Its meaning refers to the so-called “special military operation” of Putin and to the mothers
of soldiers who died in Ukraine. In a figurative sense, it means that these sons were
“thrown into a meat grinder.”

In the photograph below on the right, the comedian wears a meat grinder around his neck.
The point is that this image, and the humiliation of the person depicted in it, were the work
of officers of the Main Directorate for Combating Organized Crime and Corruption of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Belarus and published on their website.

Prison terms for ‘foreign agents’ and supporters of an
opposition movement

By Willy Fautré, director of Human Rights Without Frontiers

HRWF (23.03.2026) - One of the key areas of repressive policies implemented in February
2026 concerned the measures applied to the so-called "foreign agents”. This status is
regulated by the Federal Law "On Control over the Activities of Persons Under Foreign
Influence", adopted in 2022 and significantly expanded by subsequent amendments

afterwards.
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About the law targeting "foreign agents”

According to Russian law, any individual or organization that, in the opinion of the
authorities, receives foreign support or is under foreign influence and at the same
time carries out the so-called "activities of public interest" can be recognized as a "foreign
agent".

Noteworthy is that foreign support is understood not only as direct funding, but also as
other extremely broadly interpreted forms of interaction with foreign structures or persons.
The law defines "political activity" extremely broadly. In particular, it includes:

- public statements about the actions of the authorities;

- participation in public discussions, debates, public opinion polls;
- dissemination of information through the media or the Internet;
- activities in the field of protection of human rights and freedoms;
- participation in electoral processes or their monitoring.

In fact, journalists, human rights defenders, activists, bloggers, scientists and cultural
figures may fall under the law, even if their activities are not aimed at supporting any
political forces and are carried out exclusively for public or professional purposes.

Persons recognized as "foreign agents" are obliged to:

regularly report to state authorities on their activities and finances;

mark all published materials with a special indication of their status;

notify partners, employers and even private contractors about their status;

in some cases, use special bank accounts with a limited regime for the disposal of
funds.

DWN -

Violation of these requirements entails administrative and criminal liability. In
particular, Article 330.1 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation provides for
criminal penalties for evading the duties of a foreign agent, including fines and
imprisonment. In practice, this means that even formal or minor violations of reporting
or labeling can become grounds for criminal prosecution.

Human rights organizations note that the institution of "foreign agents" in Russia has lost
touch with the idea of transparency and has turned into a tool for stigmatizing and
putting pressure on independent voices, restricting freedom of expression, association and
participation in public life.

The case of political scientist Mikhail Savva in Krasnodar

In January, the Sovetsky District Court of Krasnodar found the political scientist Mikhail
Savva guilty of evading the duties of a "foreign agent" (Part 2 of Article 330.1 of the
Criminal Code), sentencing him to 3.5 years in prison and a fine of 70 thousand rubles
(about 700 euros). The verdict was passed taking into account the punishment imposed in
a previous case:

Krasnodar political scientist Mikhail Savva was sentenced in absentia to 3.5 years
in prison under a "foreign agent" article

KpacHogapckoro noaumtosora Muxamna CaBBy 3a04YHO ocyauan Ha 3,5 roga KOJIOHUU
10 «MHOAr€HTCKOMU» CTaTbe

Earlier in 2014, Savva was sentenced to 3 years in prison on a suspended sentence in a
case of fraud (Article 159 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation). The security
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forces accused him of embezzling 366,000 rubles allocated from the budget for a
sociological study of attitudes towards migrants, as well as receiving money for a course
of lectures at the Kuban State University, which he allegedly did not read.

Human rights defenders recognized the persecution as politically motivated. They noted
that Savva investigated violations during NGO inspections in the Krasnodar Territory.
Because of this case, Savva spent about 8 months in a pre-trial detention center.

Savva had been living in Ukraine since 2015, where he received refugee status.

After the departure of the political scientist from Russia, his suspended sentence was
replaced with a real one, and_a new criminal case of fraud was opened against him. This
time he was accused of embezzling 150 thousand rubles allocated to his training center
"Levados" from the regional budget for holding seminars. The state law enforcement
agencies claimed that the classes were not held in full, and some teachers, who received
honoraria according to the documents, did not give lectures and actually did not receive
money.

In October 2023, Savva was included with others in the list of foreign agents. After that,
he was repeatedly fined in administrative cases for violating the "foreign agent" legislation
(Article 19.34 of the Code of Administrative).

Support to opposition movements prosecuted by military courts

Among other repressive norms of criminal legislation applied in February 2026, cases of
prosecution under Articles 205.1 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation
("Assistance to terrorist activities") and 282.3 of the Criminal Code of the Russian
Federation ("Financing of extremist activities") were also recorded. At the same
time, we are talking about the preservation of the practice of using broad anti-terrorist and
anti-extremist norms as tools of criminal prosecution.

Pensioner sentenced to 9 years in prison in the case of donations to

'Artpodgotovka"”

[leHcroHepa nNpuroBopuan K AeBATH rolaM KOJI0OHUU Mo Ae/y O AoHaTax «ApTrnoAroroBke»

The 2nd Eastern District Military Court sentenced 63-year-old Krasnoyarsk resident Sergei
Ninikin to nine years in prison. This was reported by «Mediazona» with reference to the
press service of the court.

The man was found guilty under articles on financing an extremist organization and
assisting terrorist activities (Part 1 of Article 282.3 of the Criminal Code and Part 1 of Article
205.1 of the Criminal Code).

From 2021 to March 2024, Ninikin made more than 40 transfers in the amount of 95
thousand rubles (about 1000 euros) “in favor of an extremist organization, later recognized
as also terrorist."

This organization was the “Artpodgotovka Movement”, created by supporters of politician
Vyacheslav Maltsev, who ran a YouTube channel of the same name. The main thesis of the
Artpodgotovka ideology was the belief in the inevitability of the revolution on 5 November
2017. He was elected three-time at the Saratov regional Duma (1994, 1997 and 2002).

A few days before the announced revolution, the court recognized Artpodgotovka _as an
extremist organization. Hundreds of his supporters were arrested in many cities of the
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country but Maltsev managed to escape. Criminal cases were opened against dozens of
them.
In 2021, Artpodgotovka was included in the list of terrorist organizations.

The main thesis of the Artpodgotovka ideology was the belief in the inevitability of the
revolution on 5 November 2017. However, despite this, on 26 October 2017, the
Krasnoyarsk Regional Court recognized the MOD "Artpodgotovka" as extremist and banned
its activities on the territory of the Russian Federation.

It was also the time when Alexei Navalny’s movement was very popular in Russia. A year
before, he had announced his entry into the presidential race to be held in 2018.

Three anti-fascists sentenced to prison terms of 2 /2 to 9
years

An example among many on how the anti-extremist legislation is abused and
manipulated in Russia

By Willy Fautré, director of Human Rights Without Frontiers

HRWF (16.03.2026) - While Vladimir Putin is fighting the allegedly Nazi state of Ukraine,
he is hunting the anti-fascists in his own country as the Izmailovsky District Court of
Moscow has recently shown with its sentencing of three anti-fascists to prison terms of 2
2, 3 V2 and 9 years. This was reported on 2 February 2026 by "Ostorozhno novosti".

The Antifa United case

Three anti-fascists were sentenced to terms ranging from 2.5 to 9 years in prison in the
Antifa United case

Tpoux aHTMalunCcToB NpUroBopuan K cpokam ot 2,5 10 9 ner koaoHuu no aeay Antifa
United

e 26-year-old Bogdan Yakimenko was sentenced to 9 years in a general regime colony
with a subsequent ban on administering Internet resources for a period of 7 years.

e 20-year-old Roman Chizhikov was sentenced to 3.5 years in prison.

e 24-year-old Ilya Popov was sentenced to 2.5 years in prison.

Another defendant in the case, Matvey Ostrovsky, died during the trial. The court found
him guilty and terminated the criminal prosecution on non-rehabilitative grounds.
The court found them guilty of

e organizing an extremist community, involving other persons in their activ-
ities (Part 1 and Part 2 of Article 282.1 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Feder-
ation),

e hooliganism (Part 2 of Article 213 of the Criminal Code).

The charge of participation in an "extremist community" was a backbone element of the
case and determined the severity of the punishments imposed.

The investigating authorities qualified as an extremist community the anti-fascist group
Antifa United whose activities were based on public rejection of Nazi ideology. Such
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qualification raises serious doubts from the point of view of both the factual circumstances
of the case and the current legislation of the Russian Federation.

According to Russian criminal law, crimes of an extremist nature presuppose the existence
of political, ideological, racial, national or religious hatred or enmity against a social group.
However, within the framework of this case, persons adhering to the neo-Nazi ideology
were desighated as a "social group" recognized as the injured party.

Thus, the law enforcement practice in this case actually led to the recognition of neo-Nazis
as victims of extremism, while anti-fascist activities were criminalized and presented as
extremist. Such an approach distorts the very legal nature of the concept of extremism
and calls into question the compliance of the sentence with both national legislation and
international human rights standards.

Anti-fascism as a motive

The convicts positioned themselves as anti-fascists. Bogdan Yakymenko, a school graduate
with a gold medal and an excellent university student, openly said in his lengthy interview
on YouTube that he considers the fight against neo-Nazism to be the most important cause
of his life.

Yakymenko emphasized that his stance was a deliberate anti-fascist choice rather than an
endorsement of any foreign political agenda.

He claimed that there are neo-Nazi groups in Russia and drew attention to the problem of
the spread of ultra-right views among certain representatives of law enforcement and
government agencies.

In the same interview, journalists Dmitry Okrest and Sergei Vilkov, themselves members
of the left-wing movement, were present.

The topic under discussion in the interview on YouTube was: Why are anti-fascists
persecuted in a country that claims to "defeat fascism" and how did the security forces
used right-wing groups to carry out attacks against the opposition?

The essence of the charges
The three episodes at the heart of the case date back to 2021-2022.
According to the investigation:

1. in April 2021, near Chongarsky Boulevard (Moscow, Russia), Yakimenko and Ostrovsky
demanded that a passerby take off a T-shirt with a picture of a man who looked like
Adolf Hitler, threatening him with a gavel,

2. inJune 2021, Ostrovsky and Popov sprayed pepper spray and fired a gas pistol at two
young people of "right-wing views",

3. inthe spring of 2022, Chizhikov hit a man in the Gallery Airport shopping center (Mos-
cow, Russia) after refusing to remove the bag of the Thor Steinar brand, widely asso-
ciated with the far-right subculture.

The investigation interpreted these episodes as evidence of the creation of an "extremist
community," whose members allegedly planned attacks "motivated by hatred of a social

group."
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Despite the fact that the episodes date back to 2021-2022, the detentions took place only
in the summer of 2024. Yakimenko was detained in Rostov-on-Don, where he studied at
the university, and placed in a pre-trial detention center. The rest of the defendants were
initially under house arrest or recognizance not to leave.

According to No Future, the special services have been monitoring the activities of the
defendants for a long time. They had been communicating since 2019.

Also, No Future and_the Antifaru channel report that violence was used against young
people during the arrest and the investigation. At least one of the defendants was tortured
with a stun gun.

It is reported that the security forces pressed them to give up the assistance of lawyers,
threatening with a harsher punishment, claiming "If you have a lawyer, you will go to jail
immediately and that for a long time," representatives of the special services were quoted
as saying.

In December 2025, Yakimenko was taken to court with a broken arm . The circumstances
of the injury remain unknown.

"Pro-Ukrainian anarcho-Marxism" and expertise

In a separate section of the accusation, the participants of Antifa United were said to
profess "pro-Ukrainian anarcho-Marxism." That legal basis relied on the conclusions of
expert Roman Silantyev, whose analyses have previously been used in several politically
sensitive cases.

Silantyev pointed out that the group is "pro-Ukrainian", referring to the testimony of one
of the defendants, and Yakimenko's alleged Ukrainian origin. Yakymenko himself
categorically denied any connection with Ukraine, stating that he had never been there.
He also explained that the tattoo with the inscription "Cuub" (Sich, written in Russian) had
nothing to do with the "3anopisbka Ciu" (Zaporizhzhian Sich, written in Ukrainian), but
represented the Don’s Russian symbols associated with the territories along the Don River.)

"Silantyev's qualification is dubious and unworthy of discussion " Yakimenko argued in
court. However, the judges rejected his arguments.

Blood pressure and confessions

Popov and Chizhikov pleaded guilty. At the same time, Chizhikov stated in court that he
testified under the dictation of the investigator, but formally did not refuse it.

The investigation claimed that Yakimenko was engaged in the administration of the Antifa
United. He denied this, pointing out that he was only a subscriber, and one of the
publications imputed to him was posted at the time when he was in the Omsk pre-trial
detention center.

Death of the defendant
Matvey Ostrovsky died during the consideration of the case. The official causes of death

were not disclosed. Despite this, the court found him guilty and terminated the criminal
prosecution on non-rehabilitative grounds.
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The court imposed real terms of imprisonment - up to 9 years in prison. Actions motivated
by an anti-fascist position and directed, according to the defendants, against
manifestations of neo-Nazism, were qualified as the creation of an extremist community.

The factual circumstances of the case reveal several indicators suggesting potential political
motivation, including:

an expansive interpretation of anti-extremism legislation;

the reliance on disputed or controversial expert examinations;

allegations of torture and other forms of pressure exerted on the accused; and

a significant temporal gap between the alleged incidents and the subsequent ar-
rests.”

D WNR

The Antifa United case is an example among many of how anti-extremist norms of the
Russian law are abusively applied.

Russia’s anti-fascism and the Antifa United

Anti-fascism in Russia did not begin as a grassroots movement the way it later appeared
in Western Europe. It emerged mainly as a state ideology in the Soviet Union,
especially during the 1930s-1940s.

After 1989-1991, the official Soviet anti-fascist ideology did not disappear; it changed
form and meaning as the Soviet system collapsed. Instead of being a purely communist
ideological doctrine, it gradually became a state narrative about World War II,
national unity, and legitimacy in post-Soviet Russia.

In the 1990s, Russian anti-fascism declined as a state ideology while grassroots antifa
movements started to rise. In the 2000s, Putin revived the ideology as a state patriotic
narrative centered on Moscow'’s victory of the Great Patriotic WWII. In the last 15 years,
Putin has increasingly used anti-fascism in politics, historical memory laws and foreign
rhetoric.

Antifa United is the name of a closed group on the social network VKontakte, which
served as a showcase for the online store of the clothing brand of the same name. It sought
to popularize anti-fascist ideas among youth subcultures.

Antifa United, as a Russian anti-fascist network, has been operating since about
2020, mostly online. It grew out of the broader Russian antifa subculture, rather than as
part or a dissident group of state anti-fascism.

In April 2024, the Astra telegram channel reported that the Moscow Center "E" (Federal
Center for Countering Extremism of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Russia) had launched
an investigation about the closed VKontakte group Antifa United, which consists of more
than 4.5 thousand people. The authorities then started to conduct arrests and charged
members with organizing an extremist community.

The group as such is now banned and widely considered dissolved in Russia.
Source of the information: OVD-Info (Russia)

A call for help from OVD-Info
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Sentenced to prison for criticizing the President, state
bodies & their policies

How the anti-terrorist legislation is abused in Russian military courts
By Willy Fautré, director of Human Rights Without Frontiers

HRWF (03.09.2026) - In February 2026, several Russian citizens were prosecuted on the
basis of Article 205.2 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation: "Public calls
for terrorist activities, public justification of terrorism or propaganda of
terrorism."

We present hereafter three recent cases publicized by OVD-Info and Mediazona, two
organizations working now from outside Russia but with an active network of lawyers and
human rights defenders inside their country.

Case 1: Additional six years in prison for Navalny’s ex-photographer
The ex-photographer of Navalny's headquarters was extended the term by an additional

1.5 years because of the death wish to Putin
Dkc-poTorpady wrtaba HaBasibHOro yBEIMYMNIIN CDOK M3-3a MNoXeAaHnus cMeptu [1yTuHy

On 26 February 2026, the 2nd Western District Military Court issued a second sentence
against photographer Alexander Strukov, sentencing him to 6 years in prison on charges
of calling for terrorism (Part 2 of Article 205.2 of the Criminal Code).

The reason for Strukov's next criminal prosecution was his statement in the courtroom in
2023 after the announcement of the verdict in the first criminal case. Strukov shouted:
"Glory to Ukraine! Death to Putin!" State prosecutor Svetlana Tarasova insisted that
wishing death to Putin was a call for terrorist activity.

In February 2026, in court, Strukov said that he was not ashamed of his words and did not
admit guilt. "This is a political statement guaranteeing the end of the war, not implying
real action," he said.

Strukov has been imprisoned since January 2022. The first repressive sentence against
him was handed down in November 2023. He was convicted for commenting on the
Telegram channel of the Znak.com publication, in which he wrote, in particular: "Glory to
Ukraine", "Down with the power of the Chekists", "Good morning everyone, down with
Putin!". This became the basis for qualifying his actions as calls for terrorism (Part 2 of
Article 205.2 of the Criminal Code) and incitement to hatred (Part 2 of Article 282 of
the Criminal Code).

It should also be noted that, according to OVD-INFO, Strukov is being harassed in the
colony where he is serving his sentence. He was repeatedly placed in a prison punishment
cell, which is used as an instrument of pressure. His detention conditions are considered
the harshest in the prison system. Despite the fact that Strukov has asthma and chronic
bronchitis, he was sent to mandatory work on the production of tiles. After that, he
developed _inflammation on his face, hands and feet.

Case 2: A two-year prison sentence for a left-wing student

In St. Petersburg, a student was sentenced to 2 years in prison because of his speech at a

meeting of left-wing activists
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B letepbypre cryAeHTa NpuroBOpun K PEAsIbHOMY CPOKY  U3-3a  BbICTYIJ/IEHUS
Ha cobpaHuu s1eBbiX aKTUBUCTOB

On 11 February 2026, the 1st Western District Military Court sentenced political science
student Garry Azaryan to two years in prison on charges of justification of terrorism
(Part 1 of Article 205.2 of the Criminal Code) in “the case of the Trotskyist

students” , according to "Bumaga".

On 6 January 2025, Harry Azarian, a 23-year-old political scientist student and a citizen of
Kazakhstan, made a speech at the Working Power Congress, a meeting of left-wing
activists, in St Petersburg.

He was arrested on 16 May 2025 and remanded in custody pending trial. His comrades
suspect that there may have been an agent provocateur in the organization.

In court, Azaryan pleaded guilty and “repented.” His lawyer asked for a fine to be imposed
and the student's father said he was ready to pay it.

The nearly eight months he spent in pretrial detention could be taken into consideration to
reduce his sentence.

In January 2026, he was released from the pre-trial detention center under a ban on certain
actions due to the reclassification of the charge.

Mediazona found out that he was accused of justifying terrorism because of his speech at
a meeting of left-wing activists with arguments about class hatred and violence. A source
familiar with the content of his speech told Mediazona that the young man "essentially
repeated the Marxist view" on the development of society: the growth of contradictions
and discontent sooner or later leads to revolutions, and they rarely do so without violence.

Case 3: An oncologist sentenced to 5 years 2

An oncologist from St. Petersburg was sentenced to 5.5 years in prison because of calls to
hang the Russian leadership

OHkonora w3 [letepbypra ocyamin Ha 5,5 et KOJIOHUW n3-33 pPpuU3biIBOB [MOBECUTH
DPOCCUVICKOE PYKOBOACTBO

On 4 February 2026, the 1st Western District Military Court found Yegor Voshchinin, a 51-
year-old doctor at the Petrov Oncology Center, guilty of calling for terrorism (Part 2 of
Article 205.2 of the Criminal Code). This was reported by the press service of the courts
of St. Petersburg. He was sentenced to 5.5 years in prison with a ban on publishing on the
Internet for 2 years.

Voshchinin has been in custody since July 2025. Before his arrest, he was responsible for
four children and a disabled father.

The reason for his persecution was the publication of comments in Telegram in 2023-2024.
As the press service of the court reported, Voshchinin called for “hanging the Russian
leadership”. During one of the court hearings, it had been noted that the State Duma
Speaker Vyacheslav Volodin and President Vladimir Putin were mentioned in these
comments.

About Part 2 of Article 205.2 of the Criminal Code

This article of the Criminal Code provides for criminal liability for:
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1. public calls for terrorist activities;

2. public justification of terrorism - a public statement on the recognition of the
ideology of terrorism;
3. propaganda of terrorism is the activity of disseminating materials and (or)

information aimed at forming in a person the ideology of terrorism, conviction in its
attractiveness or the idea of the admissibility of terrorist activity.

Noteworthy is that Part 2 of Article 205.2 separately provides for tougher liability for the
above actions, if the crime is committed with the help of the media, electronic or
information and telecommunication networks, including the Internet.

The qualification of incitement, public justification, and justification of terrorism is based
on the concept of terrorism (terrorist activity) defined by law, namely, the commission of
at least one of the crimes provided for in a number of articles of the Criminal Code of the
Russian Federation, including:

- an act of terrorism,

- hostage-taking,

- organizing an illegal armed formation or participating in it,
- vehicle theft,

- illicit trafficking in nuclear materials,

- encroaching on the life of the state or on public figures,

- forcible seizure or retention of power,

- armed rebellion,

- acts of international terrorism.

Conclusions

Law enforcement practice shows that Article 205.2 of the Criminal Code of the Russian
Federation has received the most widespread and problematic application as a tool for
criminal prosecution of persons expressing disagreement with state policy. In practice, the
grounds for initiating criminal cases are often publications on social networks, comments,
reposts, as well as oral public statements that do not contain calls for violence, but are
interpreted by the investigating authorities as justification or propaganda of terrorism.

The implementation of Article 205.2 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation was
predominantly used in the cases identified and collected by the Russian OVD-Info and
Mediazona in February 2026. An analysis of these cases allows us to identify abusive trends
in the broad interpretation of criminal law norms and to question their compliance with the
international standards.

Political repression in January 2026: At least 9
Russians sentenced to almost 45-year prison terms (EN/
RU)

Monntnyeckune penpeccnm B siHBape 2026 roga: He MeHee 9
POCCHSIH MPUroBOPEHbI K TMLLIEHNIO CBO604bI Ha 06Wyni cpok 6os1ee 45 ner
(EN/RU)

Click on the title to read the full article/ Ha>xmMute Ha 3aro/sioBoOK,
YTO6bI NPOYUTATbL CTATbIO MOJIHOCTbIO
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HRWF (10.02.2026) - On the basis of the research of the Russian association OVD-Info,
we have identified 9 cases of Russian citizens sentenced for political reasons to effective
prison terms from 2,5 to 7 years (almost 45 years in total) in January 2026 and serving
them in various detention centres. These statistics do not claim to be exhaustive but only
reflect a part of the reality.

Ha ocHoBe wnccrnegoBaHuM poccunckoro obveamHenmns OBA-UHdo B aHBape 2026 roaa
HaMU BbISIBIEHO 9 Cny4YaeB NOSIMTUYECKM MOTUBMPOBAHHOIO OCYXAEHUS rpaxaaH Poccum k
peanibHbIM CpoKaM nuweHuns csoboabl Ha cpok oT 2,5 go 7 net (Bcero 6onee 45 ner) um
OTObIBAHNA UMW HaAKa3aHUA B Pas3INYHbIX Yy4dpexageHnax WCnosIHEHNA HaKa3aHWUA.
MpuBeaeHHas CTaTUCTMKA He NMpeTeHAYET Ha MOJTHOTY, a JIMLb OTPaXXaeT YacTb peasibHOCTU.

30.01.2026

A physicist from the Leningrad region was sentenced to 7 years in prison in the
case of anti-war comments

Qusunka mn3 JIeHMHrpaackon 0b6aactm ocyansin Ha 7 J1€T KOJIOHUM 10 AEY 06 aHTUBOEHHbIX
KOMMEHTapusx

Art. 207.3, part 2, paragraphs “e” of the Criminal Code (Dissemination of knowingly false
information about the Russian army motivated by political and national hatred with the
use of official position on the grounds of political, ideological hatred or enmity, or on the
grounds of hatred or enmity).

29.01.2026

A resident of the Pskov region was sentenced to 5 years in prison because of a
comment in support of the "Russian Volunteer Corps"

XKutens lNckoBckori 061acTv OCyAnIn Ha NSThb JET KOJIOHUN U3-3a KOMMEHTapus

B noaaepxky PAK

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

26.01.2026

Kirov resident sentenced to 6 years in prison because of comments about the
war in Ukraine

KupoBYaHnHa ocyanin Ha LWECTb JIET KOJIOHUU MU3-38 KOMMEHTApUEB O BOMHE B YKpPauHe
Art. 354.1, part 4 of the Criminal Code (Rehabilitation of Nazism. Insulting the memory
of the defenders of the Fatherland, as well as desecrating the symbols of the military
glory of Russia committed publicly using the Internet)

Art. 207.3, part 2, paragraphs “e” of the Criminal Code (Dissemination of knowingly false
information about the Russian army motivated by political and national hatred with the
use of official position on the grounds of political, ideological hatred or enmity, or on the
grounds of hatred or enmity).

22.01.2026
Izhevsk resident, who moves in a wheelchair, was sentenced to 5.5 years in

prison because of a comment about Putin and the FSB
VxkeBYaHWHA, NeEPEABUrarOLIErOCS HAa KOJISCKE, OCYAnan Ha 5,5 N1eT KOJIOHUN 1U3-3a

kKomMeHTapus o [lytnHe n @Chb
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Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

21.01.2026

Saxophonist from Samara was sentenced to 6 years in prison in the case of

posts about the war

CakcodoHucty us Camapbl YTBEPAWUIW LUECTb JIET KOJIOHWW MO AeNy O Nocrax npo
BOWHY

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

Art. 280.4, part 2, paragraphs “c” of the Criminal Code (Public calls for activities against
the security of the state using the Internet)

A resident of Akhtubinsk was convicted in the third criminal case of discrediting
the army for 2 years and 8 months in prison
Xutena AxTy6buHcka ocyanam No TpeTbeMy YroJIOBHOMY Aeny 0 AUCKpeaAuTauuu

apMum
Art. 280.3 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (MybnuyHbie AencTBuUs, HanpaBfieHHble Ha

ANCKpeanTaunto ncnonb3oBaHusa BoopyxkeHHbix Cun Poccuinckon ®egepaymn)

A 17-year-old St. Petersburg woman was sentenced to 4 years in prison

because of a photo of the participants of the Russian Volunteer Corps on a
school stand

17-neTHIO0 NeTepbypPXXEHKY MPUroBoOpuin K 4 roaaM KOJ10HUU n3-3a HhOoTo yYaCTHUKOB
P/IK Ha 1LIKOJIbHOM CTEHAE

Art. 205.1 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Inducement, recruitment or other involvement of
a person in the commission of at least one of the crimes related to terrorist activity)

Art. 205.2 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Public calls for terrorist activities, public justification
of terrorism or propaganda of terrorism)

19.01.2026

A Muscovite was sentenced to 2.5 years in prison because of the Glory to
Ukraine tattoos and the Azov emblem

MockBuYKy O0TripaBu/in B KOJOHUIO U3-3a TaTynpoBoK Glory to Ukraine n amb6riembl
«A30Ba»

Art. 282.4 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Propaganda or public demonstration of Nazi
paraphernalia or symbols, or paraphernalia or symbols similar to Nazi paraphernalia or
symbols)

16.01.2026

A 19-year-old resident of the occupied village was sentenced to 5 years and 6
months in prison because of comments about the war, "Put" and "Rusnya"
19-neTHero xntTensa OKKYNnMpoBaHHOIO ceJia OCYAWJIN U3-3a KOMMEHTapueB Nnpo
BOVHY, «TYTIO» U «PYCHIO»

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

Art. 280 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public Calls for Extremist Activity Using the

Internet)
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Workers from Bangladesh sought jobs in Russia but got
sent to war in Ukraine

By SAMYA KULLAB

AP News (27.01.2026) - A labor recruiter persuaded Maksudur Rahman to leave the
tropical warmth of his hometown in Bangladesh and travel thousands of miles to frigid
Russia for a job as a janitor.

Within weeks, he found himself on the front lines of Russia’s war in Ukraine.

An Associated Press investigation found that Bangladeshi workers were lured to Russia
under the false promise of civilian work, only to be thrust into the chaos of combat in
Ukraine. Many were threatened with violence, imprisonment or death.

AP spoke with three Bangladeshi men who escaped from the Russian military, including
Rahman, who said that after arriving in Moscow, he and a group of fellow Bangladeshi
workers were told to sign Russian documents that turned out to be military contracts. They
were taken to an army camp for training in drone warfare techniques, medical evacuation
procedures and basic combat skills using heavy weapons.

Rahman protested, complaining that this was not the work he agreed to do. A Russian
commander offered a stark reply through a translation app: “Your agent sent you here.
We bought you.”

The three Bangladeshi men shared harrowing accounts of being coerced into front-line
tasks against their will, including advancing ahead of Russian forces, transporting supplies,
evacuating wounded soldiers and recovering the dead. The families of three other
Bangladeshi men who are missing said their loved ones shared similar accounts with
relatives.

Neither the Russian Defense Ministry, the Russian Foreign Ministry nor the South Asian
country’s government responded to a list of questions from AP.

Rahman said the workers in his group were threatened with 10-year jail terms and beaten.

“They'd say, ‘Why don’t you work? Why are you crying?’ and kick us,” said Rahman, who
escaped and returned home after seven months.

The workers’ accounts were corroborated by documents, including travel papers, Russian
military contracts, medical and police reports, and photos. The documents show the visas
granted to Bangladeshi workers, their injuries sustained during battles and evidence of
their participation in the war.

How many Bangladeshis were deceived into fighting is unclear. The Bangladeshi men told
AP they saw hundreds of Bangladeshis alongside Russian forces in Ukraine.

Officials and activists say Russia has also targeted men from other African and South Asian
countries, including India and Nepal.
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Overseas work supports Bangladeshi families

In the lush greenery of the Lakshmipur district in southeast Bangladesh, nearly every
family has at least one member employed as a migrant worker overseas. Job scarcity and
poverty have made such work essential.

Fathers embark on yearslong journeys for migrant work, returning home only for fleeting
visits, just long enough to conceive another child, whom they will likely not see again for
years. Sons and daughters support entire families with income earned abroad.

In 2024, Rahman was back in Lakshmipur after completing a contract in Malaysia and
seeking new work. A labor recruiter advertised an opportunity to work as a cleaner in a
military camp in Russia. He promised $1,000 to $1,500 a month and the possibility of
permanent residency.

Rahman took out a loan to pay the fee of 1.2 million Bangladeshi taka, about $9,800, to
the broker as a fee. He arrived in Moscow in December 2024.

Basic training, then the battlefield

Once in Russia, Rahman and three other Bangladeshi workers were presented with a
document in Russian. Believing it was a contract for cleaning services, Rahman signed.

Then they went to a military facility far from Moscow, where they were issued weapons
and underwent three days of training, learning to fire, advance and administer first aid.
The group went to a barrack near the Russia-Ukraine border and continued training.

Rahman and two others were then sent to front-line positions and ordered to dig pits inside
a bunker.

“The Russians would take a group of say, five Bangladeshis. They would send us in front
and stay at the back themselves,” he said.

The men stayed in a leaky bunker in the rain as bombs fell a few kilometers away. Missiles
flew overhead.

One person was serving food. "The next moment, he was shot from a drone and fell to the
ground right there. And then he was replaced,” Rahman said.

Promises of jobs far from the front

Some Bangladeshi workers were lured into the army with promises of positions far from
the front line.

Mohan Miajee enlisted in the Russian army after the job that initially brought him to Russia
— serving as an electrician for a gas-processing plant in the remote far east — was plagued
by harsh working conditions and relentless cold.
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While searching for employment online, Miajee was contacted by a Russian army recruiter.
When he expressed his reluctance to kill, the recruiter said his skills as an electrician made
him an ideal candidate for an electronic warfare or drone unit that would be nowhere near
combat.

With his military papers in order, Miajee was taken in January 2025 to a military camp in
the captured city of Avdiivka. He showed the camp commander documents describing his
experience and explained that his recruiter had instructed him to ask for “electrical work.”

“The commander told me, ‘You have been made to sign a contract to join the battalion.
You cannot do any other work here. You have been deceived,” he said after returning to
his village of Munshiganj.

Miajee said he was beaten with shovels, handcuffed and tortured in a cramped basement
cell, and held there every time he refused to carry out an order or made a small mistake.

Because of language barriers, for example, “if they told us to go to the right and we went
to the left, they would beat us severely,” he said.

He was made to carry supplies to the front and collect dead bodies.

Meanwhile in Rahman’s unit, some weeks later, they were instructed to evacuate a Russian
soldier with a wounded leg. The men carried him, but no sooner had they left the position
than they saw a Ukrainian drone buzzing above. It fired at them. Then more drones came
in a swarm.

Rahman could not advance or return to the bunker. A Russian soldier guiding them said
land mines were everywhere.

He was stuck, and the Russian commander fled.

Rahman eventually suffered a leg wound that sent him to a hospital near Moscow. He
escaped from the medical center and went directly to the Bangladeshi embassy in Moscow,
which prepared a travel pass for him to leave the country.

Some months later, Rahman helped his brother-in-law Jehangir Alam, who also spoke with
AP, run away using the same method — leaving the hospital after being wounded and
appealing to the embassy.

Families long to learn about missing men

Families in Lakshmipur hold tightly to the documents of their missing loved ones, believing
that one day, when presented to the right person, the papers might unlock the path to
their return.

The documents included photos of Russian business visas, military contracts and army dog
tags. The papers were sent by the missing men, who urged relatives to complain to
recruiting agents.

The contracts were verified by two Russian groups helping men evade or get out of military
service. Maj. Vladimir Yaltsev, head of the Kostroma regional recruitment center for
contract military service, is listed as signing the contracts on behalf of the Russian military.
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In their final messages, these husbands, sons and fathers conveyed to relatives that they
were being forcibly taken to the front lines in Ukraine. After that, all communication ceased.

The families filed a complaint with police in Dhaka and traveled on three occasions to the
capital to pressure the government to investigate.

Salma Akdar has not heard from her husband since March 26. In their last conversation,
Ajgar Hussein, 40, told her he had been sold to the Russian army. The couple has two
sons, ages 7 and 11.

Hussein left in mid-December 2024, believing he was being offered a job as a laundry
attendant in Russia, his wife said. He had recently returned from Saudi Arabia and planned
to stop working overseas for a spell, she explained. But believing Russia offered
opportunities to make money, he left again. He sold some of his land to pay the agent’s
fees.

For two weeks, he was in regular touch. Then he told his wife he was being taken to an
army camp where they were trained to use weapons and carry heavy loads up to 80
kilograms (176 pounds). “Seeing all this, he cried a lot and told them, ‘We cannot do these
things. We have never done this before,” his wife said.

For two months after that, he was offline. He reappeared briefly to explain they were being
forced to fight in the war.

Russian commanders “told him that if he did not go, they would detain him, shoot him,
stop providing food,” she said.

Families in the village confronted the recruiting agent, demanding to know why their loved
ones were being trained for war. The agent replied dismissively, saying that it was standard
procedure in Russia, insisting that even launderers had to undergo similar training.

Hussein left a final audio note for this wife: “Please pray for me.”

Son expected to work as a chef

Mohammed Siraj’s 20-year-old son, Sajjad, departed believing he would be working as a
chef in Russia. He needed to support his unemployed father and chronically ill mother.

Siraj wept as he described his son begging him to ask the agent why he was being made
to undergo military training. Sajjad fought with his Russian commanders, insisting he had
come to be a chef, not to fight. They threatened him with jail if he did not comply. Then
someone else threatened to shoot him, his father recalled.

Sajjad called the family and said he was being taken to battle. "That is the last message
from my son,” he said.

In February, Siraj learned through a Bangladeshi man serving with Sajjad that his son had
been killed in a drone attack. Unable to bear telling his wife the truth, Siraj assured her
that their son was doing well. But word spread through the village.

“You lied to me,” Siraj recalled her saying as she confronted him. Soon after, she died,
calling out for her son in her final moments.
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Investigation uncovers network of intermediaries

In late 2024, families approached BRAC, an organization that advocates for Bangladeshi
workers, and said they could no longer reach their relatives in Russia. That prompted the
organization to investigate. It uncovered at least 10 Bangladeshi men who are still missing
after they were lured to fight.

“There are two or three layers of people who are profiting,” said Shariful Islam, the head
of BRAC's migration program.

Bangladesh police investigators uncovered a trafficking ring in Russia after a Bangladeshi
man returned in January 2025, alleging he had been deceived into fighting. The police
believe that similar networks, operated by Bangladeshi intermediaries with connections to
the Russian government, are responsible for facilitating the entry of Bangladeshis into
Russia.

Another nine people were discovered to have been lured into fighting based on that police
investigation, according to investigator Mostafizur Rahman. The Associated Press reviewed
the police report filed by one victim’s wife, who said he went to Russia expecting to work
in a chocolate factory. A middleman, a Bangladeshi with Russian citizenship who was
residing in Moscow, has been charged.

It’s not clear how many Bangladeshis were lured to Russia. The investigator told AP that
about 40 Bangladeshis may have lost their lives in the war.

Some go willingly, knowing they will end up on the front lines because the money is too
good, he said.

In Lakshmipur, investigators learned that the local agent has been funneling recruits to a
central agent associated with a company called SP Global. The company did not respond
to AP’s calls and emails. Investigators found it ceased operations in 2025.

Families of the missing individuals said they have not received any money earned by their
loved ones. Miajee too said he was never paid.

"I don’t want money or anything else,” Akdar said. "I just want my children’s father back.”

Political repression in December 2025: at least 15
Russians sentenced to almost 160-year prison terms
(EN/ RU)

Monntnyeckmne penpeccun B gekabpe 2025 roga: He meHee 15
POCCHUSIH MPUroBOPEHbI K JINLLEHNIO cCBO60AbI Ha 06Lnii cpok 6os1ee 160 ner
(EN/RU)

Click on the title to read the full article/ Ha>xmMute Ha 3arosioBOK,
YTO06bI NPOYNTATb CTATbIO MOJIHOCTbLIO

HRWF (07.01.2026) - On the basis of the research of the Russian association OVD-Info,
we have identified 15 cases of Russian citizens sentenced for political reasons to effective
prison terms from 3 to 22 years (almost 160 years in total) in December 2025 and
serving them in various detention centres. These statistics do not claim to be exhaustive
but only reflect a part of the reality.
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Ha ocHoBe nccnenoBaHuin poccminckoro obveanHenmns OBA-NHbo B aekabpe 2025 roaa
HaMu BblsSIBNIEHO 15 crny4vyaeB NoanMTUYecKn MOTUBUMPOBAHHOIO OCYXAEHUS rpaxcaaH Poccum
K peanbHbIM CpOKaM nuweHns cBoboabl Ha cpok oT 3 Ao 22 net (Bcero 6onee 160 net) n
O0T6bIBAHNSA UMW HaKa3aHUA B Pas/IMYHbIX YUPEXAEHUSAX UCMOSIHEHNS HaKa3aHus.
MpuBeaeHHas CTaTUCTMKA HE NPETEHAYET Ha MOJIHOTY, a INWb OTPa)aeT 4yacTb
peanbHOCTW.

25.12.2025

Sergei Udaltsov was sentenced to 6 years in prison because of statements in
support of Ufa Marxists

Cepres YnanbLoBa npuroBopuin K 6 rogamM KOJ0HUM M3-3a8 BbICKA3bIBAHWN B MOAAEDXKKY
y@UMCKNX MapKCUCTOB

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

23.12.2025

Five defendants in the "Baymak case" were sentenced to real terms of more

than 4 years in prison
[1aTepbix purypaHToB «bariMakCcKoro Aeaa» rnpuroBopuin K peasbHbIM CDOKaM

Art. 318 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Violence dangerous to life and health against a
representative of the authorities)

Art. 212 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Organization of mass riots and involvement of other
persons in the commission of such acts)

A nurse from Moscow was approved for 8 years in prison in the case of two anti-
war posts

Meacectpe n3 MoCkBbl YTBEPANIN BOCEMb JIET KOJIOHUU 10 AEJ1Y O ABYX aHTUBOEHHbIX
nocrax

Art. 207.3, part 2, paragraphs “e” of the Criminal Code (Dissemination of knowingly false
information about the Russian army motivated by political and national hatred with the
use of official position on the grounds of political, ideological hatred or enmity, or on the
grounds of hatred or enmity)

19.12.2025

Bauman teacher sentenced to 3 years in prison because of Ukrainian songs on
VKontakte

[lpenoaaBatens baymMaHKu MpUroBOpuIN K TPEM roAaM KOJIOHUU MU3-3a YKPAUHCKUX NeceH
BO «BKoHTakre»

Art. 280 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public Calls for Extremist Activity Using the
Internet)

16.12.2025

Five Ufa Marxists were sentenced to terms of 16 to 22 years in the case of
terrorism

[19TepbIX yPUMCKUX MAPKCUCTOB MPUrOBOPUIN K CPOKaM ot 16 4o 22 aet o geay

0 Teppopusme

Art. 205.4 Part 1 and Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Creation of a terrorist community and
participation in a terrorist community)

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and

justification of terrorism)
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09.12.2025

The pensioner was sentenced to 5.5 years in prison because of comments in the
telegram channel of the Azov fighter

[leHcnoHepa ocyanin Ha 5,5 net KosioHun n3-3a KOMMEHTAPUEB B Te/lerpaM-KaHalsie
6oviua «A3oBa»

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

08.12.2025

Typist Valeria Marchenko has her sentence increased to 21 years for attempting
to set fire to the military registration and enlistment office

MawmnHucTke Banepun MapyeHko fo 21 rofa yBeanyYnin CPoK 3a MOornbITKY nogxora
BOEHKOMAaTa

Art. 205.3 of the Criminal Code (Undergoing training for the purpose of carrying out
terrorist activities)

Art. 275 of the Criminal Code (High Treason)

Art. 30 Part 1 and Art. 205 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Preparation for a terrorist act by
a group of persons by prior conspiracy)

A “mythic” couple under EU sanctions since 2014 and
2022 respectively

Birds of a feather flock together
By Willy Fautré, director of Human Rights Without Frontiers

HRWF (22.12.2025) - Last year, a high-society event in Moscow went unnoticed in Western
Europe: the wedding of Konstantin Malofeev and Maria Lvova-Belova in an elite venue of
Deauville, near Moscow on 8 September 2024. More than a hundred people attended the
event.

Both claim to embody the traditional Christian values. Konstantin Malofeev's divorce from
his previous wife, a lawyer, became known in 2023. They had three children. As to Maria
Lvova-Belova, she divorced from Pavel Kogelman who had become a priest in 2019.
Together they had raised 10 biological and adopted children.

The newlyweds are supporters of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and are under sanctions of
the European Union and the United States.

"Orthodox oligarch” Malofeev under EU sanctions since 2014

Since 30 July 2014, “Orthodox oligarch” Konstantin Valerevich Malofeev has been placed
on the EU sanctions list under Council Regulation (EU) No 269/2014 as part of restrictive
measures related to actions undermining Ukraine’s territorial integrity. He was then
accused of financing the self-proclaimed People’s Republics of Donetsk and Luhansk, and
the media under his control became one of the main distributors of Russian propaganda.
He has since then been personally subject to an asset freeze. It means that all funds and
economic resources belonging to, owned, held or controlled by him have since then been
frozen and EU persons and entities are prohibited from making funds available to him.
Member States are primarily responsible for the implementation of EU sanctions.
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He was closely linked to Ukrainian separatists in Eastern Ukraine and Crimea, providing
weapons, material and financial support. He also made public statements supporting the
annexation of Crimea and the Donbas. Through his actions and declarations, he is
considered to have supported the destabilization of Eastern Ukraine.

In the same year, he was also put under U.S. sanctions. All of his property and assets that
came within U.S. jurisdiction were blocked, with U.S. persons generally prohibited from
dealing with him.

Malofeev’s Tsargrad TV Channel under EU sanctions in 2023

On 18 December 2023, the Council of the European Union imposed restrictive measures
on Tsargrad TV Channel (Llapbrpaa TB) belonging to and financed by Konstantin Malofeev,
as part of the 12th Package of Sanctions targeting an additional group of 61 individuals
and 86 entities in Russia responsible for actions undermining or threatening the territorial
integrity, sovereignty, and independence of Ukraine. On that occasion, the SPAS TV
Channel of the Russian Orthodox Church was also put under EU sanctions.

Tsargrad TV Channel was created in 2015 by Malofeev. In 2020, Tsargrad TV
was blocked on You Tube due to violation of sanctions legislation and trade rules, as
reported by Ukrainska Pravda. Before that ban, Tsargrad TV had 1.06 million subscribers.

Tsargrad TV is a "“megaphone” of the propaganda of the Kremlin and the Russian Orthodox
Church in the spheres of Russia’s domestic and foreign policy, geopolitics, international
relations, culture, traditions, and religion.

Tsargrad TV channel also became known for its harsh, and sometimes insulting, statements
against other religions in the Russian Federation, in unison with the state policy of
restricting the freedoms of non-Orthodox religions and their members.

The channel’s coverage “worship[s] Putin as the second coming of Christ,” according to
Irene Kenyon, a former senior intelligence officer at the U.S. Treasury Department.

In 2022, Washington expanded sanctions against Malofeev’s “malign influence network,”
which includeD over 40 individuals and entities like the pro-Kremlin Orthodox television
channel Tsargrad.

According to the OCCRP (Organized Crime and Corruption Reporting Project), John Hanick
- a former Fox News producer who “worked in support” of Malofeev from roughly 2013
through 2017 and helped Malofeev set up Tsargrad TV - was charged with violating
sanctions and faces a maximum prison sentence of 25 years.

Hanick is accused of helping Malofeev “establish and develop media outlets in Russia,
Greece, Bulgaria and elsewhere” and providing “funds, goods, and services to and for the
benefit” of the mogul and his companies, according to the indictment.

Malofeev faces an even steeper sentence but is unlikely to be extradited under Trump’s
presidency, though a U.S. judge ordered $5.5 million of his assets seized in 2023.

Maria Lvova-Belova, the Commissioner for Children's Rights in Russia
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Lvova-Belova has been in that position since 2021. Before that, she was a senator from
the Penza region.

She is under sanctions of the US, the UK and the EU for transferring forcefully and illegally
thousands of Ukrainian children from the occupied territories of Ukraine to Russia, and
putting up a number of them publicly for adoption.

On 17 March 2023, the International Criminal Court issued an arrest warrant for Russian
President Vladimir Putin and Russian Presidential Commissioner for Children's Rights Maria
Lvova-Belova for the war crime of unlawful deportation of population and unlawful transfer
of population from occupied areas of Ukraine to the Russian Federation, in prejudice of
Ukrainian children.

On 3 December 2025, the UN General Assembly adopted a nonbinding resolution
demanding that Russia ensure the immediate, safe and unconditional return of all Ukrainian
children it has unlawfully transferred or deported during the war, after a vote that saw 91
countries in favor, 12 against and 57 abstentions, according to Detector Media|

Adopted at the Assembly’s 11th emergency special session on Ukraine, the text
“ that the Russian Federation ensure the immediate, safe and unconditional return

of all Ukrainian children who have been forcibly transferred or deported.”

On the eve of the session of the UN Human Rights Committee in Geneva in January 2024,
Human Rights Without Frontiers published a report recalling that almost two years after
the start of the war only a few hundred Ukrainian children had been rescued in various
separate and individually designed special operations, according to The platform "Children
of War" created on behalf of the Office of the President of Ukraine by various official
Ukrainian institutions.

The platform has posted the pictures, names and dates of birth with the place of
disappearance of about 20,000 missing children.

It is however impossible to establish the exact number of deported children given the
ongoing full-scale aggression, difficult access to the temporarily occupied territories and
the failure of the Russian side to provide reliable information on this matter.

On 31 July 2023, Radio Svoboda wrote “Since the beginning of the full-scale invasion,
Russia has "accepted" about 4.8 million residents of Ukraine, more than 700 thousand of
them children, according to the report of the Russian Commissioner for Children's Rights
Maria Lvova-Belova. According to the ombudsman, most Ukrainian children came to Russia
with their parents or other relatives.”

In its 2023 report on the issue, the OSCE notes that the Russian authorities began
working on the “transfer” of Ukrainian children for adoption or care by Russian families
since 2014, after the occupation of Crimea.

According to the Russian program "Train of Hope", anyone from any part of the country
could adopt Ukrainian children from Crimea, who were then granted Russian citizenship.
At the end of September 2022, Russian President Vladimir Putin signed a decree on the
"accession" to the Russian Federation of the partially occupied regions of Zaporizhzhia,
Kherson, Donetsk and the occupied region of Luhansk in Ukraine. After that, children from
these newly occupied regions also began to be enrolled as citizens of the Russian
Federation and forcefully adopted.
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The fate of at least 20,000 children deported from the occupied territories of
Ukraine should remain high on the agenda of any ceasefire or peace
negotiations.

Human Rights Without Frontiers raised this issue again at the recent conference
“Resilient Europe: Countering Russian Propaganda and Disinformation Forum”
at the European Economic and Social Committee in Brussels on 17-18 December 2025.

Political repression in October - November 2025: At least
21 Russians sentenced to almost 101-year prison terms
in Oct.-Nov. (EN/ RU)

Monntnyeckune penpeccum B okTaA6pe-Hoss6pe 2025 roga: He meHee 21
POCCHUSIHA NMPUrOBOPEHbI K JINLLIEHNIO cBO60AgbI Ha 06Lnii cpok 6os1ee 101 roga
(EN/RU)

Click on the title to read the full article/ Ha>xmute Ha 3arosioBoOK,
4yTO06bI npo4YnTarb CTaTbiO MOJIHOCTbIO

HRWF (04.12.2025) - On the basis of the research of the Russian association OVD-Info,
we have identified 21 cases of Russian citizens sentenced for political reasons to effective
prison terms from 2 to 9 years (almost 101 years in total) in October-November 2025 and
serving them in various detention centres. These statistics do not claim to be exhaustive
but only reflect a part of the reality.

Ha ocHoBe nccnepoBaHuin poccuiickoro obbveamHenms OBA-UHGpo B okTabpe-Hosi6pe 2025
roga HaMun BbIABNIEHO 21 cny4dyaeBs noIMTUHECKM MOTUBUPOBAHHOIO OCYXAEHWUA rpa>XaaH
Poccnm Kk peanbHbIM CpokKaM nnweHmns cesoboabl Ha cpok oT 2 Ao 9 net (Bcero 6onee 101
rop,a) M oTO6bIBAHUSA UMW HaKa3aHUA B pa3nn4yHbIX ydypexgeHnax NCnosiHEHUA HaKa3aHua.
anBe,CLEHHaFI CTaTUCTUKa HE NpPpETEHAYET Ha NOJZIHOTY, a INLWb OTpaXaeT 4aCTb peajibHOCTU.

28.11.2025

Yakut journalist sentenced to 3 years in prison in the case of justification of
terrorism

SKYTCKYIO XKYDHa/INCTKY OCYAWIM HAa TpU rofa KOJOHuUM 1o Aeny 06 onpaBAaaHuu
TEPPOPU3MA

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

26.11.2025

The history teacher was sentenced to 1.5 years in prison because of a 1945 poster
with the flag of the Third Reich and the letter V

YuntenbHuLy ncTtopumn oTripaBuin B KOJIOHUIO M3-3a rnaakara 1945 roaa ¢ ¢prarom TpeTbero
pevixa n 6ykBo V

Art. 284.4 of the Criminal Code (Repeated demonstration of banned symbols (Nazi,
extremist organizations)

25.11.2025

Muscovite Solim Kamin was sentenced to 8 vears in prison in the case of anti-war

posts
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K BocbMu rogaM  KOJIOHUW  NPUroBOPUIN  MOCKBu4Ya Cosmma KamuHa  [o geny
06 aHTMBOEHHbIX NOCTax

Art. 207.3, part 2, paragraphs “e” of the Criminal Code (Dissemination of knowingly false
information about the Russian army motivated by political and national hatred with the use
of official position on the grounds of political, ideological hatred or enmity, or on the
grounds of hatred or enmity)

Art. 280.4, part 2, paragraphs “c” and “e” of the Criminal Code (Public calls to carry out
activities directed against the security of the state using the Internet on the grounds of
political, ideological, hatred).

24.11.2025

Former flight attendant of Ural Airlines sentenced to 7 years in prison in the case
of "fakes"

bbiBLIYIO CTOapaeccy <«YpasibCKuX aBuaanHuWi» NpUroBOPUIN K CEMWU roAaM KOJIOHUU
o geny o «pemkax»

Art. 207.3, part 2, paragraphs “e” of the Criminal Code (Dissemination of knowingly false
information about the Russian army motivated by political and national hatred with the use
of official position on the grounds of political, ideological hatred or enmity, or on the
grounds of hatred or enmity)

21.11.2025

Ex-supporter of Donbass separatists sentenced to 6 years in prison in anti-war
case

IKC-CTOPOHHMKA  A0HOACCKUX  CenapatucrioB  OCYAWUIM  Ha LIECTb  JIET _ KOJIOHUU
no aHTUBOEHHOMY A€EJ1Y

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

20.11.2025

The defendant in the "Ingush case" was sentenced to 9 years in prison
QurypaHTa «MHryuICKoro Aesa» ocyAunin Ha 9 JieT KoJoHuu

Art. 33 Part 3 of the Criminal Code (Creation of a criminal group and its leadership)

Art. 318 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Violence dangerous to life and health against a
representative of the authorities)

Art. 282.1 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Participation in the activities of an extremist
community)

19.11.2025

A resident of Yekaterinburg, who cursed a schoolboy in a hat with the letter Z,
was sentenced in a new criminal case to 4.5 years in prison

ExkaTtepuHbypixiia, 0bpyraBLiero LIKOJbHUKA B LIANKE C 6ykBOU Z, OCYAW/IN 10 HOBOMY
yro/10BHOMY A€y

Art. 205.2 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

Art. 213 Part 1 paragraphs “a” and "b" of the Criminal Code (Hooliganism with the use of
violence committed on the grounds of political, ideological, racial, national or religious
hatred or enmity)

14.11.2025
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Yuri Dud was sentenced in absentia to 1 year and 10 months in prison for failure
to perform the duties of a foreign agonant

tOpuro [lyar 3a04HO Ha3zHaYUIN PeasibHbIF CPOK M0 KMHOAreHTCKOMN» CTaThbe

Art. 330.1 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Violation of the Procedure for the Activities of a
Foreign Agent Committed by a Person Previously Subjected to Administrative Punishment)

13.11.2025

A resident of the Sverdlovsk region was sentenced to 6 years because of the
comment "well done guy"”

XKutena CBepanoBckos 06nactv nOpuroBopuan K LIECTW rogaM u3-3a KOMMEHTapus
«MoJsioA€eL naLaH»

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

11.11.2025

A bookseller from the Kostroma region was sentenced to 5 years in prison in the
case of military "fakes"

YCMOBHbIV CPOK Ha peanbHbl 3aMEHWIN KHUIoToproeuy n3 Koctpomckon obanactu no geny
O BOEHHbIX «denkax»

Art. 207.3, part 2, paragraphs “e” of the Criminal Code (Dissemination of knowingly false
information about the Russian army motivated by political and national hatred with the use
of official position on the grounds of political, ideological hatred or enmity, or on the
grounds of hatred or enmity)

10.11.2025

55-year-old Vladimir Osipov was sentenced to 6.5 years in prison in the case of

military "fakes"
55-netHero Banaammupa OcunoBa rnpuroBopuin K 6,5 roaaMm KOJ10HUM 10 AE€/1Y O BOEHHbIX

«perikax»

06.11.2025

The punishment of an Orthodox blogger from Buryatia was toughened - 3,5 years
in prison

[lpaBociaBHoOMy 6/70repy n3 bypsaTumn yXXecTtouymin HakalaHume

Art. 280 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public Calls for Extremist Activity Using the Internet)
Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code (Organization of the activities of an extremist organization)

Irkutsk blogger sentenced to 2 years and 7 months in prison due to a conflict with
a police officer

UPKYTCKYyt0O  6/10repky  rpuroBOPpuN K KOJIOHUN-MOCENIEHNIO  M3-3@  KOHG/IMKTa
C NOINLEeNCKUM

Art. 318 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Violence dangerous to life and health against a
representative of the authorities)

Art. 319 of the Criminal Code (Public insult of a representative of the authorities in the
performance of his official duties)

31.10.2025

A St. Petersburg resident received 5.5 years in prison because of messages in
support of the Russian Volunteer Corps
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[leTepbyprxely rnoayyYma nsTb C MOJ0BUHON JIET KOJIOHUN M3-3a COO0OLLEHUN B NOAAEPXKKY
PAK

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

27.10.2025

A St. Petersburg woman received 2 years in prison because of the video of the

burning of her passport
[leTepbyp)xeHKa nosay4naa ABa roaa KOJ0HUN-NoCENEHUS U3-3a BUAEO COXXKEHMUA Nacropra

Art. 213 Part 1 paragraph "b" of the Criminal Code (Hooliganism committed on the
grounds of political, ideological, racial, national or religious hatred or enmity)

Art. 329 of the Criminal Code (Desecration of the state emblem or flag of the Russian
Federation)

22.10.2025

Convicted anarchist sentenced in second criminal case to 5 years in prison
OCY)XAEHHOIro aHapxucra [puroBopun Mo BTOPOMY Yro/IOBHOMY [€/ly U3-3a YTEHUS
mMarepuasioB NepBoro

Art. 280 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public Calls for Extremist Activity Using the Internet )
Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

Art. 214 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Vandalism committed by a group of persons by prior
conspiracy or on the grounds of political, ideological, racial, national or religious hatred or
enmity)

21.10.2025

Defendant in the case of throwing a snowball at a rally in Baymak sentenced to 3
years and 7 months in prison

QurypaHTa Aesa 0 6poLIeHHOM CHEXKE Ha MUTUHIE B bariMake rnpuroBopuiv K 3 rogaM v 7
MecsauaM KOJI0HUun

Art. 318 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Violence dangerous to life and health against a
representative of the authorities)

Art. 212 of the Criminal Code (Organization of mass riots and involvement of other persons
in the commission of such acts)

20.10.2025

The head of the Uzbek community, convicted because of a meme with roosters,
received almost 2 more years in prison

naBa V36€KCKOI'O 3eMJ/id4ecTBa, OCV)K,aeHHbIVI n3-3a MeMa C rnnetyxamu, rnoayydunsi elje rnodyTu
ABa roaa KoJoHuu

Art. 321 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Disruption of the activities of correctional institutions
in relation to an employee of a place of deprivation of liberty or a place of detention)

17.10.2025

Seriously ill Jehovah's Withess sentenced to 7 years in prison
TsxenobosibHoOro CBuaeTeIa VleroBbl puroBopuan K 7 roaam anieHmnsa csobosbl
Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code (Organization of the activities of an extremist organization)

A loader from St. Petersburg was sentenced to 8 vears because of posts on a

blocked page
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[py3umka wu3 MeTepbypra ocyanan Ha BOCEMb JIET M3-3a MNOCTOB Ha 3ab/0KMpOBaHHOM
CTpaHuue

Art. 280 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public Calls for Extremist Activity Using the Internet )
Art. 207.3, part 2, paragraphs “e” of the Criminal Code (Dissemination of knowingly false
information about the Russian army motivated by political and national hatred with the use
of official position on the grounds of political, ideological hatred or enmity, or on the
grounds of hatred or enmity)

Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code (Organization of the activities of an extremist organization
using the Internet)

Beekeeper from Bashkortostan sentenced to 4.5 years in the "Baymak case"
[MyenoBoga u3 balkopTocTaHa ocyanam Ha 4,5 roga no «bariMakckoMy Aesy»

Art. 318 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Violence dangerous to life and health against a
representative of the authorities)

Art. 212 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Organization of mass riots and involvement of other
persons in the commission of such acts)

Political repression in September 2025: At least 33
Russians sentenced to almost 180-year prison terms
(EN/ RU)

Monntnuyeckne penpeccum B ceHTabpe 2025 roga: He meHee 33
POCCHSIH NMPUroBOPEHbI K JINLLIEHNIO cBO60A4bl Ha 06Lnii cpok 6os1ee 180 ner
(EN/RU)

Click on the title to read the full article/ Ha>xMmute Ha 3aro/sioBOK,
yTo6bI NPOYUTATbL CTATbIO MOJIHOCTbIO

HRWF (08.10.2025) - On the basis of the research of the Russian association OVD-Info,
we have identified 33 cases of Russian citizens sentenced for political reasons to effective
prison terms from 8 months to 15 years (almost 180 years in total) in September 2025 and
serving them in various detention centres. These statistics do not claim to be exhaustive
but only reflect a part of the reality.

Ha ocHoBe uccnenoBaHuii poccuinckoro o6veamHenmns OBO-VHdo B ceHTsa6pe 2025 roaa
HaMU BbIiBNIeHO 33 cily4yast NOSIMTUYECKN MOTUBUPOBAHHOIO OCYXAEHUS rpaxaaH Poccum k
peanbHbIM CpokaM AuweHns ceoboabl Ha cpok oT 8 MecsaueB A0 15 net (Bcero 6osee 180
NeT) 1 oTObIBaHUA MMW HakKasaHUs B PasfiMYHbIX YUYPEXAEHUSAX UCMOSIHEHUS HaKasaHus.
MpuBeaeHHas CTaTUCTUKA HE NPETEHAYET Ha NOMTHOTY, @ INLWb OTPa)aeT YacTb peasibHOCTM.

26.09.2025

Voronezh security guard sentenced to 2 years in prison because of call for
"elimination" of the leadership of the Russian Federation

BODOHEXCKOro OXpaHHUKa [pUroBopuin K ABYM roAaM KOJIOHUMN n3-3a _ [1PpU3biBa
K «YCTpaHeHu» pyKoBoAcTBa PP

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

A _St. Petersburg resident was sentenced to 5 vyears in_prison because of
comments about the shelling of Ukraine
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[eTepbypxxia npuroBopuIn K KOJIOHUU MN3-3@ KOMMEHTapmueB 06 obcTpesiax YKpauHsbi
U KIOPVKOMUHCKUX TPOJI/ISX>

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

Art. 282.3 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Financing of extremist activities)

25.09.2025

Moscow activist Konstantin Kotov was sentenced in absentia to 5 years in prison
because of donations from the Anti-Corruption Foundation

MockoBckoro aktmBmucra KoHctaHTuHa KoTtoBa 3a04YHO MIPUroBOPUIN K MSTU r0AaM KOJIOHUMN
n3-3a foHatoB PEK
Art. 282.3 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Financing of extremist activities)

The head of the Narva Museum was sentenced in absentia to 10 years in prison
because of the banner "Putin is a war criminal”

[1aBy HapBcKOro my3ses 3a04HO ocyansan Ha 10 neT Ko/A0Huu m3-3a baHHepa «[1yTuH —
BOEHHbIN NPECTYITHUK>

Art. 354.1, Part 4 of the Criminal Code (Rehabilitation of Nazism in the form of desecration
of the symbols of the military glory of Russia and in memory of the defenders of the
Fatherland)

Art. 207.3, part 2, paragraphs “b”, "e" of the Criminal Code (Dissemination of knowingly
false information about the Russian army motivated by political and national hatred with
the use of official position)

24.09.2025

A resident of Novorossiysk was sentenced to 9 years in prison because of his
posts and an attempt to join the Freedom of Russia Legion

XKutensa HoBopoccuiicka npuroBopuan K 9 rogaMm w3-3a [10OCTOB M MOMNbITKM BCTYNUTb
B siernoH «Ceoboga Poccumn»

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

Art. 205.5 part 2 of the Criminal Code (Organization of the activities of a terrorist
organization and participation in its activities) with the use of Art. 30 part 1 of the Criminal
Code (Preparation for the commission of a crime)

Art. 280.3 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Public actions aimed at discrediting the armed
forces of the Russian Federation)

23.09.2025

A resident of Kerch was sentenced in absentia to 5.5 years in prison because of a
post about a strike on a railway station in Kramatorsk

XKutenbHuuy Kepyun 3a04HO oCyanan Ha 5,5 1€T KOJIOHUU U3-3a nocra 06 yaape no BoK3aay
B Kpamaropcke

Art. 207.3, part 2, paragraphs "e" of the Criminal Code (Dissemination of knowingly
false information about the Russian army motivated by political and national hatred)

Art. 282 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Incitement to hatred or enmity)

A Crimean was sentenced to 1 vear in prison for spitting into a box for collectin

aid to the military
KpbIMYaHUHA npuroBopuin K roy KOJ10HUN-MOCE/IEHUS M3-3a MNJIEBKA B KOPObKY A1 cbopa

NOMOLUN BOEHHbIM
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Art. 354.1, Part 3 of the Criminal Code (Rehabilitation of Nazism in the form of desecration
of the symbols of the military glory of Russia and in memory of the defenders of the
Fatherland)

Art. 329 of the Criminal Code (Desecration of the state emblem or flag of the Russian
Federation)

22.09.2025

Two Jehovah's Witnesses Sentenced to 6.5 and 7 Years in Prison in Saransk

B CapaHcke aBonx Ceuaetesneri NeroBbi npuroBopusn K 6 ¢ noJ0BUHON 1 7 roaM KoJoHUuU
Art. 282.2, Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Organization of the activities of an extremist
organization)

A supporter of the Wagner PMC was sentenced to 3 years because of a comment
about "shell hunger"

CropoHHuka YBK «BarHep» ocyawin Ha 3 rofla u3-3a KOMMEHTApus MNpO <«CHapPSAHbIA
rosaoa»

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

19.09.2025

Five defendants in the "Baymak case" were sentenced to terms of up to 5.5

years in prison
[1aTepbix purypaHToB «bariMakCKoro Aeaa» npuroBopun K CpokaM 40 5,5 net KoaoHuu

Art. 318 Part 1, Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Violence dangerous to life and health against
a representative of the authorities)

Art. 212 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Organization of mass riots and involvement of other
persons in the commission of such acts)

A resident of Obninsk was sentenced to 4 years in prison in the case of supporting
the Anti-Corruption Foundation and Viasna

XKutenbHuiie O6HUHCKa BbIHEC/IU MPUIOBOP 10 Ay 0 noaaepxke ®EK u «BecHb!»

Art. 280.3 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Public actions aimed at discrediting the armed
forces of the Russian Federation)

Art. 282.2, Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Recruitment and involvement in the activities of
an extremist organization)

18.09.2025

Folklorist from Khanty-Mansiysk sentenced to 3 years in prison in the case of
donations by the Anti-Corruption Foundation

Dos1IbKIOPUCTY M3 XaHTbl-MaHCUACKa 3aMEeHUAN _LUTpad Ha peasibHbIA _CPOK 10 AEAY
0 AoHatax ®6K
Art. 282.3 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Financing of extremist activities)

A dog handler, persecuted because of a post about a strike on Kramatorsk, was
sentenced to 5 years in prison

KuHosnornHwo, npeciaeiyeMyro n3-3a nocra 0b yaape no KpamMaropcky, CHOBa npuroBopuin
K NSTY rogaM KOJI0HUU

Art. 207.3, part 2, paragraphs "e" of the Criminal Code (Dissemination of knowingly
false information about the Russian army motivated by political and national hatred)

A school guard from St. Petersburg was sentenced to 5 years in prison because

of a post about Bucha
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LLIKo/1IbHOro oxpaHHuka u3 [letepbypra npuroBopuan K sty rogaM KOJOHUM n3-3a ocCTa
o byye

Art. 207.3, part 2, paragraphs "e" of the Criminal Code (Dissemination of knowingly
false information about the Russian army motivated by political and national hatred)

09.09.2025

Jehovah's Witness from Occupied Crimea Sentenced to 6 Years in Prison
CBuaerens MleroBbl M3 OKKYNUpoBaHHOro KpbiMa rpuroBopuIn K LUECTHU roaM KOJIOHUM

Art. 282.2, Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Organization of the activities of an extremist
organization)

The founder of the project "Go through the woods" was sentenced in absentia
to 6 years in the case of "military fakes"

OcHoBarte/isl MpoeKkTa «ManTe 1ecomM» 3a04YHO MPUroBOPUIN K LIECTU rogaM no Aeay
0 «BOEHHbIX herikax»

Art. 207.3, part 2, paragraphs "e" of the Criminal Code (Dissemination of knowingly
false information about the Russian army motivated by political and national hatred)

08.09.2025

Khabarovsk resident sentenced to 15 years in prison because of leaflets on the
graves of war veterans

XabapoBYaHuHa nIpuroBopuan K 15 rogaMm 3ak/it4YeHusi n3-3a JIMCTOBOK Ha Moruaax
yYaCTHUKOB BOVHbI

Article 205.5 part 2 of the Criminal Code (Organization of the activities of a terrorist
organization and participation in its activities)

Art. 205.2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and justification of
terrorism)

Art. 244 part 2, paragraphs "b" of the Criminal Code (Desecration of burial sites motivated
by political hatred)

Art. 275.1 of the Criminal Code (Cooperation on a confidential basis with a foreign state,
international or foreign organization directed against the security of the Russian
Federation)

07.09.2025

A resident of Kaluga was sentenced to 3 years in prison because of a comment
about a drone attack

XKutens Kanyrn npuroBopuav K TPEM roAaM KOJOHUM mn3-3a KOMMeHTapusi 06 arake
6ecnuioTHUKOB

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

06.09.2025

A resident of Angarsk was sentenced to 5 years in prison in the case of calls for
violence against a Russian statesman

XKutenw AHrapcka Ha3Hayuav peasibHbik CPOK [0 AE/ly O Mpu3biBax K Hacuino Hasa
DOCCUNCKUM rOCAESATEIEM

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and

justification of terrorism)
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A former associate professor from Kursk was sentenced to 3 years in prison
because of a comment on Telegram

bbiBLIero aoueHTa u3 Kypcka npuroBOpuIn K TPDEM roAaM KOJIOHMU W3-38 KOMMEHTapus
B Te/ierpame

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

A resident of Yamal was sentenced to 12 years in prison because of a video about
the war in Ukraine

XKutensa SAmana npurosopuan K 12 rogam 3aKaO4YEHUS U3-3a BUAEO O BOVIHE B YKpanHe
Art. 280.3 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Public actions aimed at discrediting the armed
forces of the Russian Federation)

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

Art. 207.3, part 2, paragraphs "e" of the Criminal Code (Dissemination of knowingly
false information about the Russian army motivated by political and national hatred)

Art. 280.4 part 2 paragraphs "c" of the Criminal Code (Public calls to carry out activities
directed against the security of the state using the media or the Internet)

A volunteer who helped Ukrainian refugees in the Kursk region was sentenced to
5 years in prison

Bo/sioHTepKy, noMoraBLiyO0 yKpanHCkuM bexeHuaM B Kypckou 0b6naactu, ocyanin Ha nstb
JIET KOJIOHUU

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

Art. 280.4 part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public calls to carry out activities directed against
the security of the state)

The leader of the movement for the independence of Chuvashia was sentenced
in absentia to 7.5 years "for threatening the head of the center "E""

Jinaepa ABWXKEHUSA 38 HE3aBUCUMOCTbL YyBalinun 3a04HO npuroBopuin K 7,5 rogam

«3a yrpo3sl raiaBse LeHTpa ,3"»

Art. 280.4 part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public calls to carry out activities directed against
the security of the state)

Art. 282 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Incitement to hatred or enmity in the presence of
aggravating circumstances)

04.09.2025

The court sentenced journalist Karen Shainyan in absentia to 5 years in prison
because of two donations from the Anti-Corruption Foundation

Cy/ 3a04HO npuroBopusi XypHasancra KapeHa LllanHsHa K Nty rogaM KOJ10HUN n3-3a AByX

AoHaTtoB ®bK
Art. 282.3 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Financing of extremist activities)

Muscovite sentenced to 3.5 years in prison in the case of financing the Anti-
Corruption Foundation

MockBu4ya NpUroBopusin K TbemM c 10/10BUHOU rogamMm KoJioOHuu rno Aesy o d)I/IHaHCMDOBaHMM
PEK

Art. 282.3 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Financing of extremist activities)

03.09.2025
A resident of the Bryansk region was sentenced to 8 months in a penal colon
because of a comment in a messenger
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XXutens BpsHckon 061aCTv NMpUroBOpuIn K 8 MecsaLaM KOJIOHUN-OCE/IEHNS U3-3a
KOMMEHTapus B MECCEHAXEpPE

Art. 354.1, Part 4 of the Criminal Code (Rehabilitation of Nazism in the form of
desecration of the symbols of the military glory of Russia and in memory of the defenders
of the Fatherland)

Pastor sentenced to 4 years in prison for pacifist preaching in the first days of
mobilization

[lacTopa npuroBopuIn K YeTbIpeM roflaM KOJIOHUN U3-3a Naun@duCTCcKow nponoseau

B NepBble AHW MObuansaumm

Art. 280.4 part 2 paragraphs “b”,"c" of the Criminal Code (Public calls to carry out activities
directed against the security of the state using the media or the Internet with the use of
official position)

01.09.2025

Defendant in Artpodgotovka case sentenced to 10 years in prison
(DMI'VDaHTa Aesia <<ADTI'IO,£(I'OTOBKM>> NnpuroBopusin K 10 rogamMm JinteHus CBO60,GbI

Art. 205.1 part 1 (Inducement, recruitment or involvement of persons in terrorist activities)
Art. 282.3 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Financing of extremist activities)

Political repression in August 2025: at least 21
Russians sentenced to almost 150-year prison terms
(EN/ RU)

Monutnyeckmne penpeccun B aerycre 2025 roga: He MeHee 21
POCCHUSIH NMPUroBOPEHbI K INLLIEHNK cB060Abl Ha o6Lnii cpok 6os1ee 150 ner
(EN/RU)

Click on the title to read the full article/ Ha>xmute Ha 3arosioBoOK,
4yT106bI npo4ynTartb CTaTtbio NMOJIHOCTbIO

HRWF (03.09.2025) - On the basis of the research of the Russian association OVD-Info,
we have identified 21 cases of Russian citizens sentenced for political reasons to effective
prison terms from 1 to 18 years (almost 150 years in total) in August 2025 and serving
them in various detention centers. These statistics do not claim to be exhaustive but only
reflect a part of the reality.

Ha ocHoBe wnccnegoBaHuin poccuinckoro obveanHeHns OBA-WHBO B asrycte 2025 roga
HaMu BbiiB/IEHO 21 cnyyaeB NOSIMTUYECKM MOTMBUPOBAHHOMO OCYXAEHUS rpaxaaH Poccum
K peanbHbIM CpoOKaM nuiweHuns ceoboabl Ha cpok oT 1 fo 18 net (Bcero 6onee 150 neTt) un
OTObIBAaHMS WMWU HaKasaHUS B Pas/INYHbIX Y4YpeXAeHUsIX WCMOSIHEHUS HaKa3aHus.
MpuBeaeHHas CTaTUCTMKA HE NpeTeHAYET Ha NOMHOTY, @ INLWb OTPa)kaeT YacTb peasbHOCTM.

29.08.2025
A native of Ukraine was sentenced to 3 years in prison because of calls to

execute Russian officials
YpoxxeHLa YKpauHbl puroBopun K TDEM rogaM KOJIOHUU M3-3a3 [PU3bIBOB Ka3HUTb

DOCCUNCKUX YUNHOBHMUKOB
HRWF | Human Rights in the World Newsletter | Russia Im
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Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

A resident of Balakhna was sentenced to 18 years in prison in the case of anti-
war posts and participation in the Freedom of Russia legion

XKutens banaxHbl _ocyanan Ha 18 et no geny 06 aHTMBOEHHbLIX [NOCTax M y4acTtuu
B siernoHe «CBobosaa Poccumn»

Art. 207.3, part 1 of the Criminal Code (Public dissemination of knowingly false information
about the use of the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation),

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism),

Article 205.5 part 2 of the Criminal Code (Organization of the activities of a terrorist
organization and participation in its activities)

28.08.2025

A St. Petersburg resident with a disability was sentenced to 3 years in prison

because of a comment in Telegram
[leTepbypxuya ¢ MHBa/INAHOCTbIO MPUIrOBOPUIN K TDEM roAaM KOJIOHUN M3-3a KOMMEHTapus

B Tenerpame

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

A resident of Novokuznetsk was sentenced to 5 years in prison in the case of
military "fakes"

XKutenbHurly HOBOKY3HELKa [PUroBOPUIN K MATU roaM JIMlEHUs cBobo/abl M0 AENY
0 BOEHHbIX «ernkax»

Art. 207.3, part 2 of the Criminal Code (Dissemination of knowingly false information about
a Russian army group of persons by prior conspiracy motivated by political and national
hatred)

27.07.2025

A resident of the Kherson region was sentenced to 7 years in prison in the case
of "fakes"

XKutensa XepcoHckori 06/1acty NpuUroBopuInN K CeMu roaM KOJIOHUM 10 Aesly O «penKkax»

Art. 207.3, part 2 of the Criminal Code (Dissemination of knowingly false information about
a Russian army group of persons by prior conspiracy motivated by political and national
hatred)

26.07.2025

19-year-old St. Petersburg resident Daria Kozyreva was sentenced to 2 years and
8 months in prison in the case of a quote from Shevchenko and an interview
19-neTtHen nerepbypxxeHke [lapbe Ko3bIpEBOU YTBEPAUIAN IPUIrOBOP 0 AEY O LUUTATE
LlleBYEHKO U MHTEPBLIO

Art. 280.3 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Public actions aimed at discrediting the armed
forces of the Russian Federation)
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A resident of Rubtsovsk was sentenced to 18 years in prison in the case of arson
of the military registration and enlistment office

Xutena PybuoBcka rpuroBopusin K 18 rogaMm suvilueHuss cBob6oabl 10 A€y O MoAXOore
BOEHKOMATa

Art. 205 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Terrorist act),

Art. 205.1 part 1 (Inducement, recruitment or involvement of persons in terrorist
activities),

Art. 205.3 of the Criminal Code (Undergoing training for the purpose of carrying out
terrorist activities),

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

21.08.2025

A nurse from Chita was sentenced to 5 years in prison because of anti-war
comments
Cupaenky um3 Yutbl MpUroBOpuIN K STy rolaM KOJOHUM U3-3@ AHTUBOEHHbIX KOMMEHTapUEB

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

A resident of Barnaul was sentenced to 9.5 years in prison in the second
criminal case because of posts and comments

Xutensa bapHaysa ocyaunsin 1o yXXxe BTOPOMY YIroJ10BHOMY AEJ1Y MU3-3a [10CTOB
U KOMMEHTapUeEB

Art. 282 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Incitement to hatred or enmity)
Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

19.08.2025

Human rights activist Sergei Davidis sentenced in absentia to 6 years in prison
nDaBOBaLLlMTHMKa Cepreﬂ ,ﬂaBM,amca 3d04YHO rnpuroBopuin K LLUECTH rodamM KosioHuu

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

18.08.2025

A postwoman from the Kaliningrad region was sentenced to 3 years and 2
months in prison because of the comment "Blow up the factories to hell"
[1lo4YTanboHKY 3 KaanHuHrpaackou 061actu ocyamin m3-3a KOMMEHTapus «B3opBaTth
3aBo/bl HAXPEH»

Art. 280.4 part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public calls to carry out activities directed against
the security of the state)

15.08.2025
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Activist from Crimea sentenced to 15 years in prison on charges of treason and
preparation of a terrorist attack

AKTUBUCTKY 13 KpbiMa npuroBopuin K 15 ronam KosoHuu no 06BUHEHNK B FrOCU3MEHE

U MOAroTOBKE TEPAKTA

Art. 275 of the Criminal Code (High treason),

Art. 205.3 of the Criminal Code (Undergoing training for the purpose of carrying out
terrorist activities),

Art. 205 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Terrorist act) with the application of Part 1 of Article
30 of the Criminal Code (Purchase for Execution)

14.08.2025

A resident of the Oryol region was sentenced to 8 years in prison because of
posts against the war and the authorities

Xutena OpsoBckou obiactu npuroBopuiv K 8 roaaM KOJI0HMU M3-3a MOCTOB 1pOTUB
BOUHbI M B/1aCTU

Art. 207.3, part 2, paragraphs "e" of the Criminal Code (Dissemination of knowingly
false information about the Russian army motivated by political and national hatred),

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

Blogger Ilya Varlamov was sentenced to 8 years in prison in absentia
brorepa Wnbro BapiamMoBa rnpuroBopuin K BOCbMU roamM AnLlieHmns cBob604bl 3a04YHO

Art. 207.3, part 2, paragraphs "e" of the Criminal Code (Dissemination of knowingly
false information about the Russian army motivated by political and national hatred),
Art. 330.1, part 2 of the Criminal Code (Evasion of the duties of a "foreign agent")

12.08.2025

A teacher of a business school was sentenced to 16 years in prison in the case
of drone strikes on Kursk

[lpenoaaBartens 6bu3HEC-1LUKO/1bl MPUroBOPuIN K 16 rogamM Ko10HUu no Aesay o6 yaapax
6ecnunioTHuKoB rno Kypcky

LU\ /4

Art. 205 Part 2 paragraphs "a", “c” of the Criminal Code (Terrorist act committed by a
group of persons and causing significant damage).

Handyman from Chelyabinsk sentenced to 6 years in prison because of two
comments in Telegram

PasHopabo4yero u3s YenabuHcka npuroBoOpuin K LLUECTHU rodaM KOJIOHUU M3-3a ABYX
KOMMEHTapueB B Tenerpame

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

07.08.2025
Nizhny Novgorod resident sentenced to 4 vears in prison in the case of

"Artpodgotovka' and comments in Telegram
HI/I)KeI'ODOﬂL[a OoCcyaAnsin Ha 4YetTblipe roda KOJIOHUu rno Aeay 06 <<ADTI'IO,£H'OTOBK€>>

U KOMMeHTapusax B Tenerpame
HRWF | Human Rights in the World Newsletter | Russia lm
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Art. 282 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Incitement to hatred or enmity in the presence of
aggravating circumstances),

Art. 205.2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and justification of
terrorism)

06.08.2025

Zarema Musayeva was sentenced to another 3 years and 11 months in prison
3apemy MycaeBy npuroBopuiv eule K 3 rogaM u 11 mecsauyaMm KOJIOHUMU-TOCEEHNS

Art. 321 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Disorganization of the work of the colony)
05.08.2025

A citizen of Azerbaijan was sentenced to 1 year in prison in the case of
desecration of the Eternal Flame

/-Da)K,aaHMHa A3ep6a171,a)KaHa NnpuroBopusin K rody B KOJIOHUN-rnoceJieHuun rno Aeay
06 ockBepHEHUM BEYHOIro OrHs

Art. 354.1, Part 3 of the Criminal Code (Rehabilitation of Nazism in the form of desecration
of the symbols of the military glory of Russia and in memory of the defenders of the
Fatherland)

03.08.2025

A Ukrainian from the "Sentsov List", sentenced to 8 years, was sentenced to an

additional 2 years in prison
YkpaunHuy n3 «Crincka CeHLoBa», OCY)XAEHHOMY Ha BOCEMb JIET KOJIOHUU, HA3Ha4YUIn

HOBbINA CPOK

Art. 280 part 2 (Public calls for extremist activity)
01.08.2025

A resident of Irkutsk was sentenced to 5.5 years in prison because of anti-war
comments

XutenbHully UpKyTCcKa rnpuroBopuin K 5,5 ronam KonoHum m3-3a aHTUBOEHHbIX
KOMMEHTapueB

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism.

Political repression in July 2025: at least 37
Russians sentenced to almost 244-year prison terms
(EN/ RU)

Monutnuyeckue penpeccum B nroHe 2025 roaa: He MeHee 37
POCCUSIH NPUrOBOPEHbI K INLLIEeHnt0 cBo6oabl HAa 06WMin cpok 6onee 244 nert
(EN/RU)

Click on the title to read the full article/ Ha>xmMute Ha 3arosioBOK,
YTO06bI NPOYNTATb CTATbIO MOJIHOCTbLIO

HRWF | Human Rights in the World Newsletter | Russia Im


https://ovd.info/express-news/2025/08/06/zaremu-musaevu-prigovorili-esche-k-3-godam-i-11-mesyacam-kolonii-poseleniya?utm_source=(direct)&utm_medium=(none)&utm_campaign=(not%20set)
https://ovd.info/express-news/2025/08/06/zaremu-musaevu-prigovorili-esche-k-3-godam-i-11-mesyacam-kolonii-poseleniya?utm_source=(direct)&utm_medium=(none)&utm_campaign=(not%20set)
https://ovd.info/express-news/2025/08/05/grazhdanina-azerbaydzhana-prigovorili-k-godu-v-kolonii-poselenii-po-delu-ob?utm_source=(direct)&utm_medium=(none)&utm_campaign=(not%20set)
https://ovd.info/express-news/2025/08/05/grazhdanina-azerbaydzhana-prigovorili-k-godu-v-kolonii-poselenii-po-delu-ob?utm_source=(direct)&utm_medium=(none)&utm_campaign=(not%20set)
https://ovd.info/express-news/2025/08/05/grazhdanina-azerbaydzhana-prigovorili-k-godu-v-kolonii-poselenii-po-delu-ob?utm_source=(direct)&utm_medium=(none)&utm_campaign=(not%20set)
https://ovd.info/express-news/2025/08/05/grazhdanina-azerbaydzhana-prigovorili-k-godu-v-kolonii-poselenii-po-delu-ob?utm_source=(direct)&utm_medium=(none)&utm_campaign=(not%20set)
https://ovd.info/express-news/2025/08/03/ukraincu-iz-spiska-sencova-osuzhdennomu-na-vosem-let-kolonii-naznachili?utm_source=(direct)&utm_medium=(none)&utm_campaign=(not%20set)
https://ovd.info/express-news/2025/08/03/ukraincu-iz-spiska-sencova-osuzhdennomu-na-vosem-let-kolonii-naznachili?utm_source=(direct)&utm_medium=(none)&utm_campaign=(not%20set)
https://ovd.info/express-news/2025/08/03/ukraincu-iz-spiska-sencova-osuzhdennomu-na-vosem-let-kolonii-naznachili?utm_source=(direct)&utm_medium=(none)&utm_campaign=(not%20set)
https://ovd.info/express-news/2025/08/03/ukraincu-iz-spiska-sencova-osuzhdennomu-na-vosem-let-kolonii-naznachili?utm_source=(direct)&utm_medium=(none)&utm_campaign=(not%20set)
https://ovd.info/express-news/2025/08/01/zhitelnicu-irkutska-prigovorili-k-55-godam-kolonii-iz-za-antivoennykh?utm_source=tg_live&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=news&utm_term=26_05_24
https://ovd.info/express-news/2025/08/01/zhitelnicu-irkutska-prigovorili-k-55-godam-kolonii-iz-za-antivoennykh?utm_source=tg_live&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=news&utm_term=26_05_24
https://ovd.info/express-news/2025/08/01/zhitelnicu-irkutska-prigovorili-k-55-godam-kolonii-iz-za-antivoennykh?utm_source=tg_live&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=news&utm_term=26_05_24
https://ovd.info/express-news/2025/08/01/zhitelnicu-irkutska-prigovorili-k-55-godam-kolonii-iz-za-antivoennykh?utm_source=tg_live&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=news&utm_term=26_05_24

HRWF (04.08.2025) - On the basis of the research of the Russian association OVD-Info,
we have identified 37 cases of Russian citizens sentenced for political reasons to effective
prison terms from 1,5 to 19 years (almost 244 years in total) in July 2025 and serving
them in various detention centers. These statistics do not claim to be exhaustive but only
reflect a part of the reality.

Ha ocHoBe nccnenoBaHuii poccuiickoro obvegmnHenna OBA-MHdo B mnione 2025 roga Hamum
BbISIBNEHO 37 C/Ay4aeB MOJUTUYECKM MOTMBMPOBAHHOIO OCYXAEHMs rpaxaaH Poccum K
peasibHbIM CpoKaM nuweHus ceoboabl Ha cpok oT 1,5 o 19 net (Bcero 6onee 244 net) n
oTbbIBaHMA UMMM HaKasaHWA B Pas/INYHbIX Y4YpPEXAEHUAX WCMOSIHEHNS HaKas3aHus.
MpuBeaeHHas CTaTUCTUKA HE NpeTeHAYET Ha NOMHOTY, @ INLb OTPa)kaeT YacTb peasibHOCTM.

30.07.2025

Kazan resident who spoke out against the war was sentenced to 15 years in prison in the
case of arson and comments

BbICTVI'IaBLIJeFO npoTunB BOWHbI Ka3adHuUa NpuroBopuman K 15 rogoaMm KoJ10HMWM Nno aeny

0 NOAXKOre N KOMMEHTapuUsax

Art. 280 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public calls for extremist activities using the Internet),
Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism),

Art. 205 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Terrorist act).

29.07.2025
Tajik opposition activist sentenced to 8.5 years in prison because of YouTube video

OI'II'IO3VILWIOHeDa n3 Ta,Cl)KVIKVICTaHa npuroBopuan K8,5 rogaMm KoJIOHUMAN wn3-3a pPOJInKa
Ha YouTube

Art. 207.3, part 2, paragraphs "b", "e" of the Criminal Code (Dissemination of knowingly
false information about a Russian army group of persons by prior conspiracy motivated by
political and national hatred)

Five residents of Moscow and the Moscow region were sentenced to terms from 4 to 16
years in prison in a terrorist case after the introduction of an FSB agent

Matepbix xutenem MockBbl 1 [10AMOCKOBbS OCYANIN MO TEPPOPUCTUYECKOMY AENY Mocae
BHeapeHuna areHta ®Cb

Art. 205.4 Part 1, 2 of the Criminal Code (Creation of a terrorist community and
participation in it)

Art. 150 Part 4 of the Criminal Code (involvement of a minor in a criminal group)
Art. 205.3 of the Criminal Code (Undergoing training for the purpose of carrying out
terrorist activities)

Journalist Olga Komleva was sentenced to 12 vears in prison in the case of military
"fakes" and cooperation with the Anti-Corruption Foundation

XXypHanuctky Onbry KomMaesy npuroBopuamn K 12 rogam no Aeny 0 BOEHHbIX «denkax»
M coTpyaHuyectee ¢ ObK

Art. 282.1 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Inducement, recruitment or other involvement in
the activities of an extremist community)

Art. 207.3, part 2, paragraphs "e" of the Criminal Code (Dissemination of knowingly
false information about the Russian army motivated by political and national hatred)
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28.07.2025

A resident of Chita was sentenced to 14 years in prison in a case of participation
in “Artpodgrovka”
YuTmHUA npuroBopuan K 14 rogamMm KonoHuuM no aeny o6 y4yactum B «ApTNoAroToBKe»

Article 205.5 part 2 of the Criminal Code (Organization of the activities of a terrorist
organization and participation in its activities)

The author of the YouTube channel "Trade Union of Buryatia” was sentenced in absentia
to 6 years because of the video

ABTOpa toTYb-KaHana «lpodcoto3 BypsaTum» 3a04HO NMPUTrOBOPUAN K LLIECTU FO0AaM MU3-3a
posivka

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

25.07.2025

A resident of the Moscow region was sentenced to 1,5 years in prison in the case of
discrediting the army

XutenbHuuy MoaMOCKOBbS NPUroBOPUAN K MOAYTOPA roJaM KOJOHUN-MOCENEHUS N0 Aeny
o Anckpeantaunn apMmmn

Art. 280.3 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Public actions aimed at discrediting the armed
forces of the Russian Federation)

24.07.2025

A citizen of Russia, the United States and Ukraine was sentenced to 6 years in prison in
the case of comments in support of the Armed Forces of Ukraine

paxxaaHnHa Poccuun, CLUIA v YKpanHbl OCYAUAN Ha LWWECTb JIET KONOHUW N0 Aeny

0 KOMMeHTapusax B noaaepxky BCY

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism),
Art. 280 part 2 (Public calls for extremist activity).

23.07.2025

In Moscow, a follower of the Chinese teaching "Falun Gong" was sentenced to 4 years in
prison

B MockBe nocnenoBaTeibHULLY KUTAUCKOro yyeHusa «PanyHbryH» NpuroBopuan K 4 rogam
KOJIOHUM

Art. 284.1 Part 3 of the Criminal Code (Carrying out the activities of a foreign or
international organization recognized as undesirable in the territory of the Russian
Federation)

KudaGo employee sentenced to 3.5 years in prison in the case of comments about RDK
CotpyaHuka KudaGo npuroBopuav K TpEM rogam mU LLECTU MECcsaLaM KOJIOHUU Mo Aeny

0 KoMMeHTapuu npo PAK
HRWF | Human Rights in the World Newsletter | Russia Im
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Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

21.07.2025
Nine defendants in the case of "citizens of the USSR" from Karachay-Cherkessia were

sentenced to 5 to 8 years in prison
deBatn durypaHtam gena «rpaxagadH CCCP» n3 KapayaeBo-YepKecum BbIHECIN MPUTOBOD

Art. 282.1 Part 1,2 of the Criminal Code (Organization of an extremist community;
Inducement, recruitment or other involvement in the activities of an extremist community),
Art. 222.1 Part 1,3 of the Criminal Code (Illegal acquisition, transfer, storage of
explosives)

18.07.2024

Journalist Farida Kurbangaleeva sentenced in absentia to 8 years in prison
XypHanuctky ®apuay KypbaHraseeBy 3a04HO NMPUroBOPUIU K 8 roaam KOJI0HUU

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism),

Art. 207.3, part 2, paragraphs "e" of the Criminal Code (Dissemination of knowingly false
information about a Russian army motivated by political and national hatred)

17.07.2025

A resident of the Voronezh region was sentenced to 8 years in prison because of
comments about the authorities

Kurtensa BODOHE)KCKOVI obnactu ocyananm Ha BoCeMb J1IeT KOJIOHUWN NU3-3d KOMMEeHTaApuUeB
0 BNAacTsax

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism),
Art. 280 part 2 (Public calls for extremist activity).

A resident of Bratsk was sentenced to 12.5 years in the case of "extremist" comments
and the sale of cannabis

Xutena bpatcka npurosopunu Kk 12,5 ronpam no geny 06 «3KCTPEMUCTCKUX»
KOMMEHTapuUsax U cbbiTe KoHOMIU

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism),

Art. 280 part 2 (Public calls for extremist activity),

Art. 228.1 Part 1, 4 of the Criminal Code (Illegal production and sale of narcotic
substances)

Togliatti resident sentenced to 6 years in prison because of conversations with cellmates
about war

ToNbATTUHLA NPUTOBOPUIN K LLECTU roaM KOJIOHUU U3-3a pa3roBOPOB C COKaMEpPHUKaMU
O BOWHe

Art. 321 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Disorganization of the work of the colony).

Journalist and author of the Newsader YouTube channel sentenced to 8 years and 1 month

in prison in absentia
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XXypHanucta n aBtopa toty6-kaHana Newsader npuroesopmamn K 8 rogamM KOJAOHWM 3a04HO

Art. 207.3, part 2, paragraphs "e" of the Criminal Code (Dissemination of knowingly
false information about the Russian army motivated by political and national hatred),
Art. 330.1, part 2 of the Criminal Code (Evasion of the duties of a "foreign agent")

Buryat journalist sentenced in absentia to 7 years in prison in the case of "fakes" and
failure to perform the duties of a "foreign agent"

BypATCKYIO XYPHANMUCTKY 3a04YHO OCYAWAW MO Aeny 0 «derkax» W HENCAOJHEHWUU
0643aHHOCTEN «MHOAreHTa»

Art. 207.3, part 2, paragraphs "e" of the Criminal Code (Dissemination of knowingly
false information about the Russian army motivated by political and national hatred),
Art. 330.1, part 2 of the Criminal Code (Evasion of the duties of a "foreign agent")

15.07.2025

Four men who warmed their feet at the Eternal Flame in Nevinnomyssk were sentenced
to imprisonment of up to 2.5 years

YeTbipex MYX4YUH, FPEBLUNX HOTM Y BeyHoro orHad B HEBUHHOMbICCKE, MPUTrOBOPUIN

K peaJibHbIM CPOKaM

Art. 354.1, Part 4 of the Criminal Code (Rehabilitation of Nazism in the form of desecration
of the symbols of the military glory of Russia, committed by a group of persons),

Ukrainian woman sentenced to 3 years in prison for donating to FBK
YKpanHKy NMpUroBopuan K TpEM rogam KosoHUU 3a AoHaT OBK

Art. 282.3 Part 1 (Financing of Extremist Activity)

Father of five children from Moscow sentenced to 3 years in prison because of FBK
donations

OTtua natm geten n3 MoOCKBbl MPUrOBOPUAM K TPEM roAaM KOMOHUU K3-3a A0HaToB OBK
Ha cymmy 1500 pybnen

Art. 282.3 Part 1 (Financing of Extremist Activity)

Writer Boris Akunin was sentenced in absentia to 14 years in prison
MucaTtens bopuca AKYHMHa 3a04HO NPUroBopuan K 14 rogam KOJ0OHUK

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism),

Art. 205.1 part 1 (Inducement, recruitment or involvement of persons in terrorist
activities),

Art. 330.1, part 2 of the Criminal Code (Evasion of the duties of a "foreign agent")

08.07.2025

Sochinets sentenced to 5 years in prison in the case of conscription to help the Armed
Forces of Ukraine and posts about the war
CouymnHLa NpUroBopuan K NATU rogamMm KoaoHUU No Aeny o npmsbiBe noModb BCY u nocrax

Npo BOMHY

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and

justification of terrorism),
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Art. 280.4 part 2 (Public calls to carry out activities directed against the security of the
state),
Art. 228 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Illegal acquisition, storage, transportation of narcotic
drugs)

03.07.2025

Ex-adviser to the head of Bashkortostan sentenced in absentia to 8 years in the case of
"fakes"
DKC-COBETHMKA rNnaBbl balwlkopTocTaHa 3a04HO NPUroBOpPUAM K 8 rogaM no aeny

0 «derkax»

Art. 207.3, part 2, paragraphs "e" of the Criminal Code (Dissemination of knowingly
false information about the Russian army motivated by political and national hatred),
Art. 330.1, part 2 of the Criminal Code (Evasion of the duties of a "foreign agent")

02.07.2025

A resident of Kirov was sentenced to 4 years in prison in the case of justifying the
explosion in Crimea

Kurtensa Kwposa nApuroBopunan K 4yeTblpem rogaMm KoJ1IoOHMM No _geny 06 onpasaaHnnm
B3pbiBa B KpbIMYy

Art. 205.2 part 1 (Public calls for terrorist activities, public justification of terrorism or
propaganda of terrorism)

01.07.2025

A native of Chechnya was sentenced to 3 years in a colony for shahad on a car
glass

YpoxeHua YeyHn nNpuroBopuan K TPEM [oAaM KOJIOHUU M3-3a  Laxadbl Ha CTek/e
aBToMob6umnN

Art. 205.2 part 1 (Public calls for terrorist activities, public justification of terrorism or
propaganda of terrorism)

Political repression in June 2025: at least 30
Russians sentenced to almost 270-year prison terms
(EN/ RU)

Monutnyeckune penpeccum B nroHe 2025 roga: He MeHee 30
POCCHSIH MPUroBOPEHbI K JINLLEHNIO CBO60AbI Ha 06Lnii cpok 6os1ee 270 nert
(EN/RU)

Click on the title to read the full article/ Ha>xmute Ha 3arosioBOK,
YTO06bI NPOYNTATb CTATbIO MOJIHOCTbLIO

HRWF (04.07.2025) - On the basis of the research of the Russian association OVD-Info,
we have identified 30 cases of Russian citizens sentenced for political reasons to effective
prison terms from 1 to 22 years (almost 270 years in total) in June 2025 and serving them
in various detention centers. These statistics do not claim to be exhaustive but only reflect

a part of the reality.
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Ha ocHoBe nccneagoBaHui poccnmnckoro obbveamnHermns OBA-NHMO B ntoHa 2025 roga Hamum
BbisiBNeHo 30 cay4yaeB MOJAUTUYECKM MOTMBMPOBAHHOIO OCYXAEHMs rpaxaaH Poccum K
peasibHbIM CpokaM nuweHnsa cesoboabl Ha cpok oT 1 ao 22 net (Bcero 6onee 272 net) u
oTbblBaHMA WMMW HaKasaHWUS B Pas/INYHbIX Y4YPEeXAEHUSAX WCMNOSIHEHNS HaKa3aHus.
MpuBeaeHHas CTaTUCTUKA HE NMpeTeHAYET Ha NOMHOTY, @ NLWb OTPa)kaeT YacTb peasbHOCTM.

30.06.2025

In the Stavropol Territory, two men were sentenced to 2,5 years in prison for
warming their feet at the Eternal Flame

B CTaBpono/IbCKOM Kpae K peajibHbIM CPOKaM MPUroBOPUIN ABYX MYXUYMH, FPEBLUMX HOrMU
y BeuyHoro orHsa

Art. 354.1, Part 4 of the Criminal Code (Rehabilitation of Nazism in the form of desecration
of the symbols of the military glory of Russia, committed by a group of persons)

A teacher from the Moscow region was sentenced in absentia to 7 years in prison
because of a conversation with schoolchildren about the war

nO,ﬂMOCKOBHV}O YYynTeabHMuy 3a04HO NpUuroBopuin K 7 rogamMm KoJoHn n3-3a pa3roBopa
CO LUKOJIbHUKAMMN O BOMHE

Art. 207.3, part 2, paragraphs "a", "e" of the Criminal Code (Dissemination of knowingly
false information about the Russian army using official position and motivated by political
and national hatred)

18-year-old Arkhangelsk resident sentenced to 5 years in prison in the case of
calls for terrorism

18-/1eTHIO0 apXaHrenoropoiKy MpuroBopuanM K 5 rogam KOJIOHWUWM MO Aeny O Npu3sbiBax
K Teppopmn3My

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism),

Art. 280 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public calls for extremist activities using the Internet),
Art. 280.4 part 2 paragraphs "c", "e" (Public calls to carry out activities directed against
the security of the state using the Internet on the grounds of political, national and social
hatred)

28.06.2025

A military pensioner from the Nizhny Novgorod region was sentenced to 18 years
in prison for anti-war leaflets

BoeHHOro neHcmoHepa m3 Huxeropoackon obnactu npurosopuan K 18 rogam KoJIOHUU
33 @aHTUBOEHHbIE TINCTOBKU

Art. 275 of the Criminal Code (High treason),

Art. 205.2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity, public justification
or propaganda of terrorism),

Art. 222.1 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Illegal possession of explosives).

27.05.2025

Tomsk Resident Sentenced to 3 Years in the Case of Involvement in the Falun

Gong Movement
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XKuntensa ToMcka oCyaAnIv Ha TpW roda No Aeny O NPUYaCcTHOCTU K ABWMXKEHUIO PaslyHbryH

Art. 284.1 Part 3 of the Criminal Code (Carrying out the activities of a foreign or
international organization recognized as undesirable in the territory of the Russian
Federation)

26.05.2025

Perm photographer sentenced to 16 years in prison for treason because of a
publicly available book

MepMckoro dotorpada npuroBopuanM K 16 rogam  no Aeay O rocMsMeHe  u3-3a
06LLEeN0CTYNHOW KHUIMN

Art. 275 of the Criminal Code (High treason)
25.05.2025

In Yekaterinburg, an officer who opposed the war in Ukraine was sentenced to
18 years in prison in a treason case

B EkaTtepunHbypre oduuepa, BbiICTynNaBLero NnpoTMB BOWHbI B YKpanHe, ocyannuv Ha 18 net
Mo JieNly O rOCU3MEHe

Art. 275 of the Criminal Code (High treason),
Art. 283.1 part 2 paragraph "f' of the Criminal Code (Illegal receipt of information
constituting a state secret)

St. Petersburg local historian sentenced to 1 year in prison because of a comment
about a Finnish sniper

neTeD6VDFCKOFO KpaeBeaa NpuroBopuin K roay B KOJ1IoOHMM-noceneHnn n3-3a KOMMeHTapus
0 DUHCKOM CcHannepe

Art. 354.1, Part 2 paragraph "c" of the Criminal Code (Rehabilitation of Nazism using the
Internet)

Jehovah's Witness from Karachay-Cherkessia with disability sentenced to 4.5

years in prison
Ceungetensa Meroebl n3 KapayaeBo-Yepkecum € MHBAJIMAHOCTbIO NpuUroBopuan K 4,5 ronam

KOJIOHUK

Art. 282.2 Part 1.1 and Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Organization of the activities of an
extremist organization and the involvement of other persons in it)

Andrei Zayakin, co-founder of Dissernet, was sentenced in absentia to 5 years in
prison in the case of a donation to the Anti-Corruption Foundation

CoocHoBaTtensa «JuccepHeta» AHApes 3adkuHa 3a04YHO MPUrOBOPUAM K 5 rogaM KOJOHUMU
no aeny o aoHate ®6K

Art. 282.3 Part 1 (Financing of Extremist Activity)
The rector of the Moscow Zen center was sentenced to 8 years in prison in the

case of military "fakes"
HacToatena MOCKOBCKOro LUEeHTpPa £|,33H npuroBopmnan K BoOCbMM roaaM KOJIOHMKU NO geny

0 BOEHHbIX «denkax»
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Art. 207.3, part 2, paragraphs "e" of the Criminal Code (Dissemination of knowingly false
information about the Russian army motivated by political and national hatred)

24.06.2025

An_engineer from Tatarstan increased his sentence by + 1 year in the case of
extremism

MHXeHepy n3 TatapcTaHa YBEJUYUIM HA o4 CPOK Mo aeny 06 sKCTpeMusme

Art. 282.2 Part 2 (Participation in the activities of an extremist organization)

A resident of the Irkutsk region was sentenced to 6 years in prison because of
comments about the security forces

Xutensa VpKyTckor 061acTn NPpUroBOPUAN K LLIECTU roAaM KOJIOHUU M3-3a KOMMEHTapueB
Mpo CUI0BUKOB

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism),
Art. 280 part 2 (Public calls for extremist activity).

23.06.2025

A student from Chuvashia was sentenced to 1.5 years in prison because of anti-
war graffiti. A third criminal case was opened against him

CryneHTa 13 YyBawnu ocyamnu n3-za aHTMBOEHHOro rpaddutn. Ha Hero 3asenu Tpetbe
YronoBHoe A€o

Art. 214 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Vandalism motivated by political hatred)

20.06.2024

A volunteer of the "Army of Beauties"” who helped Ukrainian refugees was
sentenced to 22 years in prison

BonoHTepky «ApMUM KPACOTOK>», MOMOraBLUIY YKPAaUHCKMM 6exeHulam, npuroBopunm kK 22
roaoaM KoJaoHuu

Art. 275 of the Criminal Code (High treason),

Art. 280.4 part 2 (Public calls to carry out activities directed against the security of the
state),

Art. 205.1 part 4 (Assistance to terrorist activities and organization of crimes)

19.06.2025

Georgian oppositionist sentenced to 2 years in prison because of posts about
Georgians fighting in the Armed Forces of Ukraine

rDVBMHCKOFO onno3nunMoHepa npuroeopuinm K AByM rogaaM KOJIOHUKN KU3-3d MNOCTOB NMpo
rpy3uH, Bowowwmnx B BCY

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism)

18.06.2025

Muscovite was fined 3.5 vears in prison in the case of seven donations of the Anti-

Corruption Foundation
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MOCKBMYY 3aMEHWAU WITpad Ha peasibHbIM CPOK MO Aeny 0 ceMu AoHaTax PBK

Art. 282.3 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Financing of Extremist Activity)
17.06.2025
A resident of the Trans-Baikal Territory was sentenced to 11 years in the case of

"Artillery preparation”
XuTtensa 3abarikanbCcKoro kpas ocyamnm Ha 11 ner no aeny «ApTrnoaAroToBKu»

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism),

Article 205.5 part 2 of the Criminal Code (Organization of the activities of a terrorist
organization and participation in its activities)

16.06.2025

Three defendants in the "Baymak case" were sentenced to terms of up to 4.5
years in prison

Tpex durypaHToB «bariMakcKoro aesaa» NpuUroBOPuIM K CPOKaM [0 YETbIPEX C MOJOBUHOWN
neT KoJoHnn

Art. 212 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Involvement of other persons in participation in mass
riots),

Art. 318 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (On the use of violence against representatives of the
authorities)

15.06.2025

A businessman from Chelyabinsk was sentenced to 5.5 years in prison in a
criminal case of commenting about the war

5VI3HeCMeHV n3 YengabuHcka yTBEPANIN CPOK MO YroJloBHoOMy Aesqy 0 KOMMEHTapun npo
BOMHY

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism),

14.06.2025

A resident of Mariupol was sentenced to 6 years in prison because of the posts
)KVITeJ'IbHVILlV MaDVIVI'IO}'IFI npuroBopunan K LLUeCTm rogaM KoJoHnMn n3-3a nocrtoB

Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism),

Art. 280.4 part 2 (Public calls to carry out activities directed against the security of the
state)

11.06.2025

Politician Leonid Volkov sentenced in absentia to 18 years in prison
MNonuTtnka JleoHnaa BosakoBa 3a04YHO NpUroBopuaun K 18 rogam numwenus csoboabl

Art. 159 Part 4 of the Criminal Code (Fraud committed by a group of persons or on an
especially large scale),
Art. 214 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Vandalism motivated by political hatred),
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Art. 205.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public incitement to terrorist activity and
justification of terrorism),

Art. 207.3, part 2, paragraphs "a", "e" of the Criminal Code (Dissemination of knowingly
false information about a Russian army group of persons by prior conspiracy motivated by
political and national hatred)

Samara eco-activist sentenced to 20 vyears in prison under three articles,

including treason
CaMapCKy 3K0aKTUBUCTKY NpuroBopuamn K 20 rogaM KOJOHUWU MO TPEM CTaTbsAM, BK/AKOYas

FTOCU3MEHY

Art. 275 of the Criminal Code (High treason),

Article 223.1 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Illegal manufacture of explosives, as well as
illegal manufacture, alteration or repair of explosive devices),

Art. 275 of the Criminal Code (High treason)

10.06.2025

Ex-policeman sentenced to 14 years in the case of anti-war inscriptions and

participation in a terrorist organization
3KC-MVIJ'IVILlVIOHeDa npuroBopuan K 14 rogam no aeny 06 aHTUBOEHHbIX Haanncax

M y4acCtunn B TEPOPraHnsalnm

Art. 214 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Vandalism motivated by political hatred)

Art. 243 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Destruction or damage of military graves or memorial
structures perpetuating the military glory of Russia).

Art. 205.5 part 2 of the Criminal Code (Organization of the activities of a terrorist
organization and participation in its activities)

06.06.2025

A typist from the Sverdlovsk region was sentenced to 20 years for attempting to
set fire to the military registration and enlistment office

MaWwnHUcTKy 3 CeBepanoBckon obsactn npuroBopuam K 20 rogaM 3a NonbITKY MNOAXKOra
BOEHKOMaTa

Art. 205.5 part 2 with the application of Article 30 part 1 of the Criminal Code (Organization
of the activities of a terrorist organization and participation in its activities. Attempted
commission of a crime),

Art. 275 of the Criminal Code (High treason)

Art. 205.3 (Undergoing training for the purpose of carrying out terrorist activities)

05.06.2025

Ufa resident sentenced to 16 years in prison in the case of arson and incitement
to hatred of United Russia

Ydbumua npuroBopuan K 16 rogaMm KOJOHMM MO AENY O MOAXOorax W Bo36yXaeHuu
HEHaBUCTU K «EamHo Poccmnm>»

Art. 282.1 Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Organization of an extremist community),

Art. 282 Part 2 nyHKTbl «a» n «c» (Bo3byxaeHne HeHaBUCTU NGO Bpaxabl, a pPaBHO
YHUXEHWEe YenoBeyeckoro 4OCTOMHCTBA C MPUMEHEHMEM HAaCUINS UKW YIpO30i NpUMEHEHUS
Hacumnus, coBeplUeHHble OpraHM30BaHHON rpynnomn),

Art. 205.2 part 1 (Public calls for terrorist activities, public justification of terrorism or

propaganda of terrorism),
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Art. 205 part 2 paragraph "a" (Terrorist act committed by prior conspiracy by a group of
persons)

04.06.2025

A resident of Smolensk was sentenced to 3 years in prison because of comments
about the Armed Forces of Ukraine and a video about the USSR

Xuntena CMONEHCKA OCYAMIN Ha TPU roga KoOaOHUM uU3-3a KoMMmeHTapueB o BCY v Buaeo
06 CCCP

Art. 205.2 part 1 (Public calls for terrorist activities, public justification of terrorism or
propaganda of terrorism),

Art. 354.1, Part 2 paragraph "c" of the Criminal Code (Rehabilitation of Nazism using the
Internet)

02.06.2025
Four residents of the Stavropol Territory were sentenced to a colony for a term

of 1 to 1,5 years because of lezginka
Yetbipex xutenenm CTaBponoJbCKOro Kpas NpuroBOpuan K KOJOHUU N3-3a JIE3TMHKU

Art. 354.1, Part 4 of the Criminal Code (Rehabilitation of Nazism in the form of desecration
of the symbols of the military glory of Russia, committed by a group of persons)

In the self-proclaimed DPR, an American woman was sentenced in absentia to 20
years in the case of '"fakes" and mercenary activities

B camonpoBo3rnawedHon [AHP aMepukaHKy 3ao04yHO ocyamam Ha 20 ner  no geny
0 «(denkax» M HaeEMHUYECTBE

Art. 207.3, part 2 of the Criminal Code (Dissemination of knowingly false information about
a Russian army),

Art. 359 Part 3 of the Criminal Code (Mercenarism in the form of participation in an armed
conflict or hostilities)

A fireside chat about Russian society and perceptions of
war and sanctions at Carnegie Europe

European Times* (29.06.2025) - More than three years after Russia launched its full-scale
invasion of Ukraine, the Kremlin maintains tight control over domestic narratives to be
delivered to Russian society but also reinforces its legislative arsenal as a tool to silence
dissenting voices.

To explore how Russians perceive and interpret the war, their country’s trajectory, and the
West, Carnegie Europe held a fireside chat with Alexander Baunov, senior fellow and editor-
in-chief at the Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center, and Olga Oliker, program director for
Europe and Central Asia at the International Crisis Group. The event titled “Russia’s
Internal Front: Perspectives Beyond the Kremlin Line” took place in the premises of
Carnegie Europe in Brussels on 26 June.

“Russian society is far from monolithic,” Baunov said. Former regime insiders, opposition

figures, and ordinary citizens express divergent perspectives that reveal a complex picture
of the country’s mood, resilience, and direction.
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“Western sanctions have not affected the Russians’ daily life. The country is sovereign and
self-sufficient, there are no shortages in supermarkets, cultural life is as alive as before
the war, and existing problems they could complain about are not related to the conflict.
Patriotism of the people remains untouched in its essence but expresses itself in narratives
which should not necessarily be equated with a support to Putin’s regime and his political
choices,” Baunov also stressed.

His analysis of the perceptions of the Russian people about war, security, peace, sanctions,
NATO, the Europeans, President Trump and the USA closely followed the findings of a
recent survey carried out by The Levada Analytical Center (Levada-Center)

Public Opinion Research Amid Repression

Levada, an independent analytical institution, remains one of the few reliable sources
regularly measuring public sentiment in Russia. Despite mounting pressure from the
authorities, the center continues to use a range of data collection methods, including door-
to-door surveys, online questionnaires, phone interviews, and focus groups. This
methodology allows for representative findings backed by statistical analysis and time-
series tracking. In the context of an autocratic and repressive regime, Levada’s portraying
of Russian society on sensitive issues has its limits but the institution is known to be
professional and credible in its perimeter of freedom.

The data from the Levada-Center research as of 2025 is available HERE.
Sanctions: More Symbolic Than Impactful

Interestingly, around two-thirds of respondents say that Western sanctions have not
affected their daily lives. An overwhelming majority believe that sanctions are aimed at
the country’s leadership rather than its people. Sanctions are often viewed more as acts of
external hostility than as genuine pressure. Over half of the respondents even believe that
sanctions could strengthen Russia by encouraging internal development. A significant
portion of the population continues to support the Kremlin’s foreign policy direction,
regardless of external pressure.

The West, the U.S., and the "Hope” in Trump

Russian attitudes toward the United States have shifted. While two-thirds of respondents
still view U.S.-Russia relations as poor, public perception has improved somewhat amid
ongoing diplomatic discussions. Against a backdrop of widespread disapproval of Joe Biden,
Donald Trump is seen by many as a figure capable of restoring dialogue with Moscow.
Nearly half of respondents believe that Trump’s election could lead to improved bilateral
relations. More than half support expanding ties with the West, indicating that isolationism
has not fully taken root among the broader population, despite official rhetoric.

War and Peace: Support for the Army, but Fatigue with the Conflict

The Russian public maintains a steady interest in the conflict in Ukraine, with about half of
respondents following events closely. A majority support the actions of the Russian military
and believe that the "special military operation" is proceeding successfully. However, more
than half also express support for transitioning to peace talks, primarily to save lives.

Notably, about one-third of respondents favor continuing military operations, driven by a
desire to "finish what was started." Among the preferred conditions for a peace agreement,
respondents most often cite prisoner exchanges, the protection of Russian-speaking
populations in Ukraine, and the preservation of the status of the Russian Orthodox Church.
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Conversely, Ukraine’s potential NATO membership and the return of territories occupied
by Russia are viewed as unacceptable concessions.

Domestic Mood: Cautious Optimism and Stable Support for the Authorities

As of February 2025, public sentiment in Russia has slightly improved compared to
previous months. Most citizens, especially the young and politically loyal, assess the
current situation in the country positively. Approval ratings for the government remain
consistently high. If the State Duma elections had been held at that time, the ruling United
Russia party would have received more than half of the vote. The Liberal Democratic Party
(LDPR) and the Communist Party (KPRF) would each secure around 10%, while A Just
Russia and New People would each garner about 5%.

Looking ahead to 2026, a majority of respondents are optimistic—particularly younger
people. In contrast, older and opposition-minded citizens tend to express more pessimistic
views about the country’s future.

Conclusion

Despite pervasive state propaganda, Russian society is neither homogenous nor entirely
loyal. Public opinion research reveals a complex picture: widespread support for the
authorities and military action coexists with war fatigue and a willingness to negotiate.
Views on sanctions and the West are similarly mixed—Russians largely do not feel
personally threatened, yet many express a desire to restore normal relations. These
internal dynamics will be crucial in shaping how the Kremlin makes its next moves—both
domestically and on the global stage.

(*) First published in The European Times on 29 June 2025

Political repression in May 2025: at least 28
Russians sentenced to almost 200-year prison terms
(EN/ RU)

Monutnuyeckmne pernipeccnv B Mae 2025 roga: He MeHee 28 poCCUSIH MPUroBOPEHbI
K JInweHnro cBobogbl Ha obwmni cpok 6os1iee 200 ner (EN/RU)

Click on the title to read the full article/ Ha>xmMute Ha 3aro/sioBoOK,
4yT06bI npo4ynTartb CTaTtbio NMOJIHOCTbIO

HRWF (05.06.2025) - On the basis of the research of the Russian association OVD-Info,
we have identified 28 cases of Russian citizens sentenced for political reasons to effective
prison terms from 2 to 16 years (almost 200 years in total) in May 2025 and serving them
in various detention centers. These statistics do not claim to be exhaustive but only reflect
a part of the reality.

Ha ocHoBe nccnegoBaHuii poccmnckoro obbreanHerns OBO-NHdO B Mae 2025 roga Hamu
BbliBIeHO 28 criyyaeB MNOJAUTUYECKU MOTUBMPOBAHHOIMO OCYXAEHusa rpaxnaH Poccun K
peasibHbIM CpokaM nuweHnsa ceoboabl Ha cpok oT 2 o 16 net (Bcero 6onee 200 neTt) u
OT6bbIBAaHMA MMM HaKa3aHMs B Pas/IMYHbIX YYPEXAEHUAX WCNOMHEHUS HaKa3aHus.
lMpuBeneHHas CTaTUCTUKA He NpeTeHAYEeT Ha MOSTHOTY, a /ILWb OTPa)aeT YacTb peasibHOCT!.
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https://ovd.info/

60-Year-0Old Jehovah's Witness from Tambov Sentenced to 6 years in _a colony
60-netHero Ceuaertens Neroebl 3 TamboBa NpUroBOpuMIM K LLECTU rogaM KOJOHUMU

Art. 282.2, Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Organizing the activities of an extremist
organization).

29.05.2025

An officer convicted because of posts about the war in Ukraine was sentenced from 2.5 to 6 years in a colony
Ocy»KAeHHOMY 13-3a NOCTOB O BOMHE B YKpanHe obuLepy YBeNYNAM CPOK € 2,5 10 6 NeT KONOHUMU

Art. 205.2, Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public calls to commit terrorist activities, public
justification of terrorism or propaganda of terrorism)- Art. 280, Part 2, of the Criminal
Code (Calls for extremism) - Art. 280.4 UK, Part 2, paragraph "c" (Calls for activities
directed against the security of the state).

Librarian from Nenets Autonomous Okrug sentenced to 5 years 1/2 in a colony prison
BnbnvoTtekapa M3 HeHeLKoro aBTOHOMHOIO OKpYra npUroBopu/Iv K NATW C NOIOBUHOM rogam KOJIOHUMU

Art. 282.4, Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Repeated propaganda of Nazi symbols ) - Art.
280.3, Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Re-discrediting the army) - Art. 280.4 UK, Part 2,
paragraph "c" (Calls for activities directed against the security of the state).

28.05.2025

A resident of Akhtubinsk was sentenced to 2.5 years in a colony in the second case of
discrediting the army

Xutena AxtybuHcka npuroBopuaun K 2,5 ronamMm KoaoHUM No BTOPOMY Aeny

0 ANCKpeanTaLuum apMmnm

Art. 280.3, Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Repeated discrediting the army).

A resident of the Volgograd region was sentenced to 2 years in the case of calls for
terrorism
Xutena Bonrorpaackon ob6nactv oCcyanauv Ha ABa roga no Aeny o npusbiBax

K TEPPOPU3MY

Art. 205.2, Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public calls to commit terrorist activities, public
justification of terrorism or propaganda of terrorism).

27.05.2025

The founder of the "Kovcheg" was sentenced in absentia to 7.5 years in a colony in the case of military "fakes"
OcHoBaTenbHULY «KoBuyera» 3a04HO OCYANAMN HA 7,5 NeT KOJIOHUM NO AeNy O BOEHHbIX « henKax»

Art. 207.3, Part 2, § “e” of the Criminal Code (Spreading "fakes" about the Russian army
motivated by political hatred).

26.05.2025

An employee of the Russian Post was sentenced to 12 years because of FBK donations
and leaflets "Freedom of Russia"
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CotpyaHuka «[lo4ytbl Poccnmn» npuroBopman K 12 rogaM m3-3a goHatoB 6K n ancTtoBok
«CBoboaa Poccumu»

Art. 282.3, Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Four episodes of financing extremist activities) -
Art. 205.5, Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Participation in a terrorist organization).

A resident of the Far East was sentenced to 14 years in the case of "Artillery preparation”
Xutena JanbHero BocTtoka ocyannm Ha 14 nert no geny «ApTrnoAroTOBKU»

Art. 205.2, Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public calls to commit terrorist activities, public
justification of terrorism or propaganda of terrorism) - (Art. 280.4, Part 2, § “c” of the
Criminal Code (Public calls for activities against the security of the Russian Federation) -
Art. 205.5, Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public calls to commit terrorist activities, public
justification of terrorism or propaganda of terrorism).

Ukrainian actor sentenced to nine years in absentia because of a post about a missile attack
on Kramatorsk

YKpaunHCKOro akTepa npuroBOpuan K AeBATU rojlaM 3a04HO M3-3a MOCTa O PAKETHOM
vaape no KpamMaTtopcky

Art. 207.3, Part 2, § “e” of the Criminal Code (Military "fakes" motivated by political
hostility) - Art. 282, Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Incitement to hatred).

21.05.2025

A Krasnodar resident was sentenced to 5.5 years in a colony because of a post about the
war and a portrait of Putin in the form of a penis

KpacHoaapua ocyanmnm Ha 5,5 net KonoHun 1U3-3a NocTa 0 BOMHE 1 nopTpeTa [NyTuHa

B BUAE NMeHunca

Art. 207.3, Part 2, § “e” of the Criminal Code (Spreading "fakes" about the Russian army
motivated by political hatred) - Art. 354.1, Part 4 of the Criminal Code (Desecration of
symbols of military glory).

20.05.2025
A political scientist who left Russia had his suspended sentence in the case of military "fakes" replaced with a

real one: 5 years and 3 months
YexasLuemy 13 Poccum NoaMTONOrY 3aMeHW/IN YCAOBHbIA CPOK MO ANy 0 BOEHHbIX «bellkax» Ha peasibHbli

Art. 207.3, Part 2, § “e” of the Criminal Code (Military “fakes”).

The winner of the contest "My Country - My Russia" was sentenced to 6 years in a colony
MNobeanTtena KoHKypca «Mos cTpaHa — Mmosi Poccusa» NPpUroBOPUAM K LLIECTM rogam KOJIOHUM

Art. 205.2, Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public calls to commit terrorist activities, public
justification of terrorism or propaganda of terrorism).

Ural anarchist sentenced to 16 years in prison in the case of arson of the military registration and enlistment
office
Ypa/ibCKOro aHapxmMcTa Npurosopmamn K 16 rosam anieHma ceobobl Mo Aeay 0 NoAKore BOeHKomarta

Art. 205, Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Terrorist attack) - Art. 207.3, Part 2, § "b" and "e"
of the Criminal Code (Distribution of "fakes" about the Russian army) - Art. 205.2, Part 2
of the Criminal Code (Justification of terrorism).
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16.05.2024

A resident of the Moscow region was sentenced to 13 years in a colony because of an
inscription about the losses of the Russian army
Xutensa NMoaMOCKOBbSA MPUroBOpuUanN K 13 rogam KOJOHUU U3-3a HAAMUCU O MoTepsax

apmun PO

Art. 207.3 of the Criminal Code (Spreading "fakes" about the Russian army) - Art. 205.5,
Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Participation in the activities of a terrorist organization) - Art.
214, Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Vandalism motivated by political hatred).

15.05.2025

In the appeal, the prisoner's sentence was toughened in the case of spreading "fakes" in
the colony: 7 years in a maximum security colony instead of the previously appointed 5
years

B anennsumm 3aka0YEeHHOMY YXXECTOUYUIU NPUrOBOP MO AEY O PACnpoOCTPaHEHUMU
«denKkoB» B KOJOHUMN

Art. 207.3, Part 2, § "b" and "e" of the Criminal Code (Spreading military "fakes" by a
group of persons motivated by political hatred).

14.05.2025

Golos co-chairman sentenced to 5 years in a colony on charges of leading an
"undesirable" organization

Conpeacenatens «onoca» ocyaMnmn Ha NATb J1IET N0 AENY O PYKOBOACTBE
«He)enaTenbHOM» opraHu3almen

Art. 284 .1, Part 3 of the Criminal Code (Leading an "undesirable" organization).
13.05.2025

The court toughened the sentence of a resident of Ulan-Ude, convicted in the case of
financing the RDK, from 7 to 14 years in prison
Cya Y)KEeCTOYM NPUroBOP XUTeN YnaH-Ya3, ocy>XXAEHHOMY MO Aeny 0 hUHAHCMPOBaHUN

«POK»

Art. 275 of the Criminal Code (Treason) - Art. 205.2, Part 2 of the Criminal Code
(Justification of terrorism) - Art. 208, Part 1 of the Criminal Code with the application of
Part 3 of Art. 30 of the Criminal Code (Attempt to create, lead or finance an armed
formation).

12.05.2025

Jehovah's Witness from Chelyabinsk Sentenced to 5,5 years in a colony
CBVI,EleTeJ'IFl NeroBbl 13 L‘|eJ'I$:|6l/|HCKa NApUroBopuan K MdTU C I'IOJ'IOBVIHOVI rogaM KoaoHuum

Art. 282.2, Part 1 of the Criminal Code (Organizing the activities of an extremist
organization).
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A trans woman from Vologda was sentenced to 4 years in a colony because of a video
about the Freedom of Russia Legion

TpaHoOKeHUWNHY 13 Bonorabl NPpUroBOpUaM K YeTbIPEM rogamM KOJOHUN N3-3a BUAEO

0 nernoHe «Cob6ona Poccmnm»

Art. 205.2, Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Public calls to commit terrorist activities, public
justification of terrorism or propaganda of terrorism)

06.05.2025

In the Tver region, the activist's term was increased from 10 to 13 years of strict regime
because of his speech in court
B TBepckoi 06/1acT¥ aKTUBUCTY YBEANUYMAN cpoK ¢ 10 ao 13 neT CTpororo pexunuma ns-3a

peyn B cyae

Article 205.2, Parts 1 and 2 of the Criminal Code (Public calls to commit terrorist activities,
public justification of terrorism or propaganda of terrorism) - Art. 280.3 of the Criminal
Code (Re-discrediting the Russian army).

05.05.2025

Volgograd human rights activist sentenced to 6 years in a colony in the case of "fakes"
Bonrorpaackoro npaBo3alUUTHUKA MPUrOBOPUIN K LLECTU FrogaM KOJIOHUW MO Aeny

0 «derkax»

Art. 207.3, Part 2, § “e” of the Criminal Code (Spreading "fakes" about the army).

Pediatrician Nadezhda Buyanova approved 5.5 years in a colony in the case of military
"fakes"
MNepnaTtpy Hapexae bysHoBon yTBepanan 5,5 neT KONOHUM N0 AENY O BOEHHbIX «denKax»

Art. 207.3, Part 2, § “e” of the Criminal Code (Spreading "fakes" about the army).

Six protesters in Baymak were sentenced to terms of 5 to 5.5 years, in Orenburg
LLlecTepblX YY4aCTHUKOB MPOTECTOB B bariMake npuroBopuan K cpokam ot 5 ao 5,5 net

B OpeHbypre

Art. 212, Part 2 of the Criminal Code (Participating in mass riots) - Art. 318, Part 1 of the
Criminal Code (Use of non-dangerous violence against a law enforcement officer).

Political repression in April 2025: At least 32 Russians
sentenced to almost 160-year prison terms (EN/ RU)

Monutnyeckmne penpeccun B anpese 2025 roga: He MeHee 32 poCcCHUSIH
npuUroBopeHbl K JINLLEHNI0 cBo6oagbl Ha o6wni cpok nodytn 160 et (EN/RU)

Click on the title to read the full article/ Ha>xmMute Ha 3aro/sioBOK,
YTO06bI NPOYNTATb CTATbIO MOJIHOCTbLIO

HRWF (05.05.2025) - On the basis of the research of the Russian association OVD-Info,
we have identified 32 cases of Russian citizens sentenced to effective prison terms from
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1.5 to 9 years (almost 160 years in all) in April 2025 and serving them in various detention
centers. These statistics do not claim to be exhaustive but only reflect a part of the reality.

Ha ocHoBe nccnepoBaHuin poccuiickoro ob6beamHeHmns OBA-UHdo B anpene 2025 roga Hamu
BbISIBIEHO 32 Crly4yas oCy>XXAeHus rpaxaaH Poccuum K peanbHbIM CpOKaM NULLIEHUS CBO6OAbI
ot 1.5 go 9 ner (Bcero nouytn 160 net) u OoT6bIBAHUA MMU HaKa3aHUS B pPas3/INYHbIX
KONoHMSAX. MNpnBeaeHHas CTaTUCTUKA HE NPETEHAYET Ha NOMIHOTY, @ INLb OTpa)kaeT YacTb
peasibHOCTH.

31.04.2025

Jehovah's Witness from Lesosibirsk Sentenced to Six Years and One Month in
Penal Colony

CBuaetens Merosbl 13 Jlecocnbupcka NpUroBOpun K LLIECTU rogaM KOJIOHUKN, @ ero
eanHoBepKY owTpadoBanu

28.04.2025

A lawyer from the Orenburg region was sentenced to 1.5 years in a penal colony
in the case of military "fakes"

KOpucta ns OpeHbyprckom obnactu npurosopunu K 1,5 rogamMm KoOJOHMU-NOCENEHUS
Mo Aeny 0 BOEHHbIX «denKax>»

26.04.2025

A teacher from Komi was sentenced to five years in a colony because of a
comment about the Ukrainian Azov battalion

Yuutensa n3 KoM npuroBopuan K NATW rogaM KoJ0HUU M3-3a KOMMEHTapus npo
YKpauHcknin 6atanboH «A30B»

22.04.2025

Editor-in-Chief of Novaya Gazeta. Europe" was sentenced in absentia to six

years in a colony
naBpena «HoBoM raserbl. EBpona» NpuUroBopuamn K LUECTU rogaM KOJOHUM 33a04HO

Businessman Boris Zimin was sentenced in absentia to nine years in a colony
BusHecMmeHa bopuca 3MMMHa NPUrOBOPUIN K AEBATU rogaM JMweHmns csoboabl 3a04HO

A resident of the Irkutsk region was sentenced to seven years in a colony
because of posts in Telegram

XKutena VMpkytckor obnactm NpuroBopuan K cemum rogaM KOJOHUU M3-3a NOCTOB
B TEJErpaMe

18.04.2025

A 19-year-old St. Petersburg woman was sentenced to two years and eight
months in a colony in the case of a poster with a quote from Taras Shevchenko
19-neTHO0 NeTepbypXXEHKY MPUTrOBOPUAN K MNOYTU TPEM roAaM Mo AeNy O njakaTe

C uutaTton Tapaca llleByeHkoO

"Orthodox communist and Stalinist" from the Leningrad region was convicted
because of a comment on VKontakte to 1 year and 8 months in a penal colon
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«OpTOA0OKCA/IbHOr0 KOMMYHUCTA U CTaJIMHUCTa» U3 JleHo6a1acTu ocyamam 1us-3a
KOMMeHTapus Bo «BKoHTakTe»

An entrepreneur from the Moscow region was sentenced to six years in a colony
in the case of military "fakes"

MpeanpuHnMaTenbHULy 13 MoAMOCKOBbLSA NPUrOBOPUAN K LIECTU roaM KOJIOHUW N0 Aeny
0 BOEHHbIX «denKax»

15.04.2025

Four journalists accused of collaborating with the Anti-Corruption Foundation
(created by Alexei Navalny) were sentenced to five and a half years in a colony

XXypHanuctos, o6BuHAEMbIX B coTpyaHnyectse ¢ ®BK, NpMroBopmamn K NaTv € nNoJa0BUHOMN
rogam KoJoHuu

A former security official from Kirov was sentenced to five years in a colony
because of comments about Bucha
BbiBLWEro cnaoBuka ms3 Kmposa npuroBopuman K NdTm roaaMm KoJ10HMM n3-3a KOMMeHTapuneB

o0 byue

A resident of the Viadimir region was sent to a colony for three years because of
anti-war posts

Xutensa BnaanMmpckon 061actm oTrnpaBuanv B KOJIOHUIO HA TPU roga 1U3-3a aHTUBOEHHbIX
MocToB

The convict in the Tyumen case of Hizb ut-Tahrir was sentenced to a hew
sentence: three years in a colony. The total term of his sentence after that is 13

years in a strict regime colony
OCV)K.CI.EHHOMV No TOMEHCKOMY geny «Xuns3b6 VT-TaXDVID» BblHEC/IN HOBbIN npnroBop

A hairdresser from St. Petersburg was sentenced to five years and two months
in a colony in the case of "fakes"

MapukmMaxepuy 13 MNetepbypra NnpuroBopuamn K NSt roagam nm AByM MecsillaM KOJIOHUWK
no geny o «dernkax»

11.04.2025

In Khabarovsk, a teenager was sentenced to five years in an educational colony
because of a chat in Telegram

B XabapoBcke noApOCTKa NPUroBOPUAN K NATW rogamM BOCOUTATENbHOW KOJOHUN N3-3a
YaTa B TeENErpaMe

10.04.2024

Two students from Nizhny Novgorod were sentenced to 2.5 years in a colony
because of a video for 26 subscribers

ABYX cTyAeHToB 13 HmxHero HoBropoaa npmuroBopuam K 2,5 ronamMm KoOnoHUM U3-3a BUAEO
ansa 26 noanMcynkKoBs

07.04.2025
A nurse from Moscow was approved for eight years in a colony in the case of

two anti-war posts
Me.CI.CGCTDe n3 MoOCKBbI YTBEPAUNTIN BOCEMb J1IET KOJIOHUM MO Aefqly 0 ABYX dHTUBOEHHbIX

nocTax
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In Orenburg, five more defendants in the "Baymak case" were sentenced to
terms ranging from 4.5 to 5.5 years in a colony

B OpeHbypre elle naTepbix dUrypaHToB «6amMMakCcKoro gena» NnpuroBopuan K Cpokam
o1 4,5 no 5,5 net KonoHumn

04.04.2025

The head of the Kamchatka Yabloko was sentenced to two years in a penal
colony in the third criminal case

CnaBy Kam4yatckoro «A610Ka» NpuUroBopuan K ABYM rogaM KOJOHUU-MOCENeHns
No TPETbLEMY YIroJIoOBHOMY AENY

03.04.2025

The emigrated activist was sentenced in absentia to seven years in a colony

because of posts about Bucha
3MVIFDVIDOBaBLIJeFO dKTUBNCTA 34d04HO NpUuroBopunain K cemMmm rogaM KoJiIioHMMN nM3-3a NOoCTtoB

npo byvy

Jehovah's Withess from Chelyabinsk Sentenced to Six Years in a colony
CBuaetens Merosbl n3 YenabuHcka NpuUroBopuan K LWECTU rofaM KOoJI0HUU

02.04.2025

A resident of Revda was sentenced to three years in a colony on trumped-up
charges of rehabilitating Nazism and evading administrative supervision
Xutensa PeBabl MPUroBOPUAN K TPEM rogaM KONOHUM MOCAE TOro, Kak OH NPUKYpUn
curapeTty ot BeyHoro orHs

An opponent of the war was sentenced to five years and three months in a
colony because of a comment on the news

MpOoTUBHMKA BOMHbI MPUrOBOPUIN K MATU FOAAM U TPEM MECcsaLaM KOMOHUU U3-3a
KOMMEHTapusa K HOBOCTU

Defendant in the case of comments in support of the Russian Volunteer Corps
and Azov sentenced to 6 years in a colony

PurypaHTa gena 0 KoMMeHTapuax B noaaepxky PAK n «AsoBa» ocyamav Ha 6 net
KOJIOHUM

Case of missing Ukrainian children in Crimea under
Russian jurisdiction raised in Strasbourg

Notification to Russian Government of a case concerning ten Ukrainian
children from Crimean childcare institutions

Registrar of the Court (14.04.2025) - The European Court of Human Rights has given notice
to the Government of the Russian Federation of the application Ukrainian Helsinki Human
Rights Union on behalf of ten Ukrainian children v. Russia (application no. 6719/23) and
requested that they submit their observations.
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The case concerns ten Ukrainian children who were in childcare in Crimea in 2014 when
Russia

asserted jurisdiction over the peninsula. According to the association (UHHRU) acting on
their behalf, Russian nationality was forced on the children and they were put up for
adoption and may have been adopted. There has been no information on their whereabouts
since 2014, despite the Ukrainian authorities’ repeated requests.

See also a previous press release on the case concerning a request to the European Court
by UHHRU to grant an urgent interim measure (under Rule 39 of the Rules of Court) to
stop the adoptions.

A statement of facts submitted to the parties, with questions from the Court, is available
in English on the Court’s website. The Court’s ruling in the case will be made at a later
stage.

Principal facts

The application was lodged by the Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights Union (UHHRU) on
behalf of ten minors, born between 2009 and 2013, who are Ukrainian nationals by birth.

In 2014 the children were wards of the Ukrainian State living in childcare institutions in
Crimea. At the time they were aged between one and five years old.

According to UHHRU, following Russia’s assertion of jurisdiction over Crimea in 2014, over
4,000 children deprived of parental care were automatically declared Russian citizens.
Despite the Ukrainian Government's requests, Russia refused to transfer the children to
the Ukrainian authorities and initiated adoption procedures.

UHHRU submit that the ten children in the present case were put up for adoption and may
have been adopted, judging from the sudden disappearance in 2023 of some of the
children’s names from adoption websites in Russia.

Currently, UHHRU has no contact with the children and there is no information regarding
their
whereabouts.

Complaints

Relying on Article 8 (right to respect for private life) of the European Convention on Human
Rights, UHHRU argues that the arbitrary change of the children’s citizenship and their
adoption, which was facilitated by the Russian authorities in the context of the ongoing
war in Ukraine, deprived them of their social identity as Ukrainian nationals.

Relying on Article 5 (right to liberty and security) of the European Convention, UHHRU also
complains about the Russian authorities’ keeping the children in institutions after
establishing effective control over Crimea.

Procedure

The application was lodged with the European Court of Human Rights on 14 January 2023.
On 8 February 2023 the Court received a request for an interim measure under Rule 39 of
the Rules of Court, in which UHHRU argued that there was an imminent risk that the

applicants could be adopted, and that this was being facilitated by the Russian authorities.
On 14 February 2023 the Court decided to refuse the request on the basis that it related
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to events (the adoption of the applicants) after 16 September 2022, the date on which the
Russian Federation ceased to be a Party to the Convention, and issued a press release.

At the same time, the Court decided to grant the case priority, anonymity, and
confidentiality under Rules 41, 47 § 4 and 33 § 2 of the Rules of the Court.

On 25 March 2025 the Government of Russia were given notice of the application with
questions from the Court. The Government have until 31 July 2025 to submit their
observations and were invited to confirm, within three weeks of the date on the Court’s
letter, whether they intend to comply with this deadline.

Political repression in March 2025: at least 44 Russians
sentenced to about 250-year prison terms (EN/ RU)

Mosimtnueckmne penpeccun B Mmaprte 2025 roga: He MmeHee 44 poccUsiH
npuroBopeHbl K CPOKaM okoJs10 250 ner nnweHnss ceo6ogbl (EN/RU)

Click on the title to read the full article/ Ha>xMmute Ha 3arosioBOK,
YyTO06bI NPOYUNTATbL CTATbIO MOJIHOCTbIO

HRWF (07.04.2025) - On the basis of the research of the Russian association OVD-Info,
we have identified 44 cases of Russian citizens sentenced to effective prison terms from

1 to 16 years (around 250 years in all) in March 2025 and serving them in various
detention centers. These statistics do not claim to be exhaustive but only reflect a part of
the reality.

Ha ocHoBe nccnegoBaHnin poccninckoro obveanHeHnsa OB -NHpo Hamu BbisiBNeHO 44
c/lyyas ocyXxaeHus rpa)xaaH Poccmm Kk peanbHbIM CpokaM nnweHns ceoboabl oT 1 go 16
net (Bcero okosno 250 net) B MmapTe 2025 roga v otbbiBaHUS MMM HaKa3aHWs B Pa3fIMYHbIX
CNeAcTBEHHbIX nsonatopax. NpuBeaeHHas CTaTUCTUKA He NpeTeHayeT Ha MOMHOTY, a
JIMWb OTpa)aeT YyacTb peasibHOCTU.

31.03.2025

The publisher of Important Stories and the journalist of Dozhd were sentenced
in absentia to eight and a half years

I/I3.uaTer|s:| «BaxHbIx VICTODVII7I>> N XKXYPHAIUCTKY <<,E|,O)K,£l9|>> 3d04YHO Npurosopmnan K BOCbMun C
MOJIOBUHON rofaM

Four Jehovah's Witnesses from Tver Region Sentenced to Six Years in Prison
YeTblpex cBuaeTenen Merosbl n3 TBepckon 061acTn NpuUroBoOpuan K LWECTU rogam

KOJIOHUN

27.03.2025

A resident of Kuban was sentenced to four years in prison because of comments
on Telegram and VKontakte

Kurtensa KV6aHVI NApUroBopuvUin K YyeTbipeMm roaoaM KoJ1o0HMM n3-3a KOMMeHTapmeB

B Tenerpame n «BKoHTakTe»

The convict was sentenced because of comments about the death of Kadyrov.
He participated in the trial lying down
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OcyXOeHHOMY M3-3a KOMMEHTapueB 0 cMepTu KaablpoBa YTBEPAWUIN MPUTOBOD.
OH y4acTBOBaJ B CyAe aexa

Publicist Boris Stomakhin was sentenced in absentia to ten years in prison
because of articles about the war in Ukraine

Ny6nvumncra Bopmca CTtoMaxmHa 3a04HO OCYAMAN HA AECATb JIeT KOJOHUU U3-3a CcTaTen
0 BOMHE B YKpauHe

Four defendants in the "Baymak case" were sentenced to terms of up to seven
and a half years in prison

YeTbipex durypaHTtoB «bariMaKCcKoro Aena» rnpuroBopuaM K CPOKaM A0 CEMU C MOJIOBUHOWN
JNIET KOJIOHUM

RusNews journalist Maria Ponomarenko was sentenced to a year and ten
months in a colony in a hew case

XypHanuctky RusNews Maputo [TOHOMapeHKO NMpuUroBoOpuan K roay U Aecsatn MecsauaMm
KOJIOHUW MO HOBOMY Aeny

25.02.2025

St. Petersburg activist sentenced to two years in a colony because of anti-war

pickets
neTeD6VDFCKV}O dKTUBUCTKY NpUurosopumanm K ABym roaaM KoJioHMN N3-3a aHTUBOEHHBLIX
MUMKETOB

Mordovian human rights activist sentenced to a year in a penal colony in the
case of discrediting the army

MOD,ElOBCKOFO NPpaBO3dLLUNTHUKA MPUroBopumnan K roay KoaoHmmn-noceneHdmnd no geny

0 ANCKpeanUTaLMN apMUn

23.03.2025

Tuvan journalist sentenced to three years in a colony on charges of extortion
TVBVIHCKOVI XYPHAJINCTKE Ha3HayYuJin 7Tpu roga KoJoH1Mu no 06BMHEHUIO B BbIMOraTe/1bCTBe

22.03.2025

An employee of a veterinary clinic from Chita was replaced with a suspended
sentence in the "anti-war case" with a real one
COTDV.ElHVILI,e BETKAUHUKU N3 YNTbl 3aMEeHUIn VCJ'IOBHbIVI CPOK MO «KdHTMBOEHHOMY Aeny>»

)

Ha peaJibHbIA

21.03.2025

In the Ulyanovsk region, the former head of the medical center was convicted in
the case of the "international LGBT movement"

B YnbaHoBcKkoM ob6sactu 6biBLIEro rnaBy MealeHTpa ocyaunu no aeny

0 «MexayHapoaHOM aABmxeHuun JIFTET»

Dissident Alexander Skobov, who spoke out against the war, was sentenced to

16 years in a colony
BbiCTynaBLUEro NpoTUB BOWHbLI AMccnaeHTa Anekcanapa CkoboBa npurosopuan K 16

rogaM KoJoHuUu
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19.03.2025

Four defendants in the "Baymak case" were sentenced to real terms
YeTblpex dpurypaHToB «6arMakckoro aesa» nNpuroBopuan K peajibHblM CPOKaM

18.03.2025

A resident of the Altai Territory was convicted in the case of financing

"undesirable" Ukrainian organizations
XutenbHuuy ANTaNCKOro Kpas ocyanav no aeny o GMHaHCMPOBAHUUN «HEXeNaTeNbHbIX»

YKDaWUHCKNX OpraHm3saumni

14.03.2025

A resident of the Kurgan region was sentenced to five years of forced labor in
the case of military "fakes"

Xutento KypraHckomn 061actyu Ha3Hauyuaum NaTb JAeT NPUHYAUTENbHbIX PaboT no aeny

0 BOEHHbIX «denkKax»

Five defendants in the "Baymak case" were sentenced to terms of up to five
years in a colony

MNaTtepbix durypaHToB «6banMakCcKoro gena» nNpuroBopuan K Cpokam A0 NATWU J1ET KONOHUM

13.03.2025

A military court sentenced a native of Ukraine to 15 years in a colony in the case
of arson of the military registration and enlistment office

BOEeHHbIV Ccya NpUroBOpuUa YpoXKeHua YKpauHbl K 15 rogamM KonoHMu No aeny o noaxore
BOEHKoOMaTa

A worker from Yekaterinburg was sentenced to a penal colony because of a

comment about Tatarsky
Pabouero n3 EkatepuHbypra npuroBopuan K KOJOHUMN U3-3a KOMMEHTapusa nNpo

TaTtapckoro

A resident of the Stavropol Territory was sentenced to six years in a colony in
the case of military "fakes"

)KVITeJ'IbHVILlV CTaBDOI'IOJ'IbCKOFO Kpad npurosopmnam K wect rogaM KoJIoHUM no geny

0 BOEHHbIX «derKkax»

The prisoner was sentenced to a hew sentence in the case of spreading "fakes"
in the colony

3aKa1H4YEeHHOMY Ha3Ha4YM/aM HOBbIA NPUIrOBOP MO AENY O PACAPOCTPAHEHUN «DENKOB»
B_KOJIOHUU

12.03.2025

Opposition blogger from Krasnodar Territory sentenced to seven yvears in a

colon
OI'II'I03VILWIOHHOFO 6norepa n3 KDaCHO.ClaDCKOFO Kpad npuroBopumanm K ceMmm rogaM KoJaoHuu

A resident of Tuapse was sentenced to three years of forced labor because of a
post about the war with Ukraine
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Xutensa Tyance NpuroBopuan K TpEM roam NpuUHyaAUTENbHbIX PaboT M3-3a NOCTa O BOWMHE
C YKpauHom

11.03.2025

Jehovah's Witness was sentenced to 6 years in a colony. He spent 4 years in a
pre-trial detention center and will soon be released

Ceuaetento Merosbl yTBepanan 6 net KoaoHnmn. OH 4 roga nposen B CN30 mn ckopo
BbINAET Ha cBob6oay

10.03.2025

A director from Moscow was approved for eight years in a colony in the case of
publications about the war and Putin

Pexxnccepke n3 MoCKBbl YTBEPAUIN BOCEMb JIET KOJIOHUM N0 AeNy 0 nybamMKaunsax npo
BOWHY U [MyTUHA

Supporters of Svetlana Lada-Rus were sentenced to terms of up to five and a
half years in _a colony

CtopoHHML CBeTnaHbl Jlaga-Pycb NpUroBOpuanN K CPOKaM A0 NATU C NOJOBUHOW NET
KOJIOHUu

06.03.2025

Jehovah's Witness in Kemerovo Region Sentenced to 6 Years in a colony
Ceuaetens Merosbl B KeMepoBckon 06/1acTv NpuUroBopuan K 6 rogamMm KoJOHUU

A resident of the Khabarovsk Territory was sentenced to 6 years in a colony in
the case of repeated discrediting and "fakes"

Xutena XabapoBCKOro Kkpas NnpuroBopuan K 6 rogaM KoOJOHUM NO AENY O MOBTOPHOM
ANCKpeanTaumm n «bemkax»

Former Moscow deputy sentenced in absentia to eight years in prison because
of post about Bucha and Irpin

BbIBLIJVIO MOCKOBCKYHK AenyTaTKy 3d04HO NpuroBopunin K BOCbMun rogoaM KoJoHnMn nU3-3a
rnocra o byye v MipneHe

04.03.2025

Sterlitamakov resident sentenced to 3 years because of the phrase "blow up
this Moscow" and the words about the terrorist attack in Crocus
CrepamntamMakoBLia NpUroBopuan K 3 rogam m3-3a dpasbl «B30pBaTb 3Ty MOCKBY» U C/10B
0 TepakTe B «Kpokyce»

03.03.2025

Jehovah's Witness from Sakhalin Sentenced to Six Years in a colony
Ceugetens Merosbl n3 CaxaavHa NpuUroBoOpuanM K LLWECTU rogaM KOJOHUU

01.03.2025
Lawyer, previousl rosecuted under the article on calls for terrorism, was

placed in a mental hospital
KOpucTka, paHee npecneayeMas no CraTbe 0 Npu3sbiBax K TEPPOPU3MY, HaXoAUTCS

B NncmxbonbHuLe
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Political repression: Sentences to prison terms in
February 2025 (EN/ RU)

Monuntnueckme penpeccum: NpUMroBopbl K THOPEMHOMY
3aknouvyeHuro B beBpane 2025 roga

Click on the title to read the full article/ Ha>kxmuTe Ha 3aro/sioBOK, YTo6bi
npo4YnTaTrb CTaTbiO MOJ/IHOCTbLIO

OVD-Info HRWF (03.03.2025)

28.02.2025

The founder of the Gulagu.net Viadimir Osechkin was sentenced to 8 years in

prison in absentia in the case of "fakes"
OcHoBaTtensa Gulagu.net Bnaanmupa OcevykmHa npuroBopuan K 8 rogaM KOJIOHUU 3a04YHO

no geny o “dernkax”

27.02.2025

Blogger from Shuya Sergey Veselov, convicted in the case of discrediting the
army, received a new sentence
OcyXaeHHbll No Aeny o AnckpeantTaumnm apmmm 6norep 3 Lllyn Ceprev Beceno noayuun

HOBbI CPOK

Two residents of the Stavropol Territory were convicted in the case of burning
cones in the Eternal Flame

AByx xutenen CTaBpONOabCKOro Kpas oCyaWan Mo Aey O OKUraHuu wuvwiek B BeyHom
OrHe

DOXA reaper Armen Aramyan sentenced in absentia to 10 years in prison under
two criminal articles

Peapektopa DOXA ApMmeHa ApaMsaHa 3a04HO nNpurosopman K 10 rogaM 3akaUYnHUA no
OBYM YIO/IOBHbIM CTaTbsM

Jehovah's Withess from Petropaviovsk-Kamchatsky Sentenced to Six Years of
Probation

Ceuagetens Merosbl U3 [NeTponaBnoBcka-KaMyaTCKoOro NpuroBOpuan K LWWEeCTU rogam
YCJIOBHOIO CpoKa

26.02.2025

Jehovah's Withess Sentenced to More Than Four Years in Prison in Krasnodar
Territory

B KpacHoaapckoM kpae Ceuaetensa Nerosbl ocyanamn 6o1ee YeM Ha YeTbipe roaa
3adKJIKYeHUA

Two Wagner mercenaries were sentenced to 5.5 years in prison in the case of

'fakes" because of an interview with Gulagu.net
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ABYM BarHepoBLaM Ha3zHaywau no 5,5 ner KojaoHuu no geay o “derkax” n3-3a UHTEPBbIO
Gulagu.net

Five defendants in the case of the people's gathering in Baymak were sentenced
to five vears in prison

MaTepbiX GUrypaHTOB Aie/1a 0 HAPOAHOM cxoae B banMake NpuUroBopuan K NSty roaam
KOJIOHUU

Crimean sentenced to five years in prison because of comments about Russians
under YouTube videos

KpbIMYaHMHA NPUTrOBOPUIN K NATU ro4aM KOJOHUMU M3-33 KOMMEHTAapUeEB O PYCCKUX MoA
pOJIMKaMu Ha Tybe

Krasnodar resident sentenced to two years in the case of calls to set fire to
military reqgistration and enlistment offices

KpacHonapua ocyanaun Ha ABa roJa rno Aeny 0 npusbiBax NOAXUraTb BOEHKOMaThI

25.02.2025

Muscovite sentenced to three and a half years in prison in the case of Anti-
Corruption Foundation donations

MockBMYa NPUroBOPUSN K TPEM C MOJIOBUHOM rogaM KOJ0HUM No aeny o goHatax ®BK

24.02.2025

French political scientist approved sentence in case of collection of military data
(DDaHLI,V3CKOMV NOJINTONOIY YyTBEPAUIN NPUTrOBOP MO Aeny o c6ope BOEHHbLIX AdHHbIX

22.02.2025

In the Kirov region, a cleaner was convicted because of a negative comment
about a participant in the war in Ukraine

B KnpoBckow o6s1actu ybopLimLy oCcyanam u3-3a HEraTUBHOro KOMMeHTapus 06 yyacTHUKE
BOMHbI B YKpanHe

21.02.2025

Jehovah's Withess from Cherkessk Sentenced to Six Years and Three Months in
a Penal Colony
CBVI.CleTe}'IFI Nerosbl 13 quKeCCKa npurosopuman K LLectm rogaM n Tpem MecduaM KoJ1IOHUKn

Kaliningrad resident sentenced to eight months in prison because of seven

donations from the Anti-Corruption Foundation
KananmHunHrpaala npuroBopuamM K BOCbMU MecsaLaM KOJOHUN M3-3a ceMun goHaToB PBK

20.02.2025

Court Repeatedly Finds Jehovah's Withess Couple Guilty of Extremism and
Toughens Punishment

CyAa NOBTOPOHO NMpuW3Haa CynpyXeckyk napy Ceuaetenen MeroBbl BUHOBHOW B
SKCTPEMU3ME U YIKECTOUMST HAaKa3aHUE

64-Year-0ld Jehovah's Witnhess from Krasnoyarsk Region Sentenced to Two

Years Probation Again
HRWF | Human Rights in the World Newsletter | Russia Im
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64-netHero Ceuaetensa MeroBbl U3 KpacHOSAPCKOro Kpasi NOBTOPHO NPUrOBOPUMAN K ABYM
roaaMm ycnoBHO

19.02.2025

In Kuzbass, the first known sentence was issued due to the ban on the
"International LGBT Movement"

B Ky36acce BblHECAM NEPBbLIN U3BECTHbLIV NPUIrOBOP M3-3a 3anpeTta “"MexayHapoAHOro
aBmxenusa JIFT”

18.02.2025

A student from Murmansk was sentenced to 13 years in prison in a case of
treason
CryaeHTa n3s MypMaHcKa ocyanam Ha 13 JieT KOJIOHUM Mo Aefly O TOCU3MEHE

17.02.2025

Kazan businessman sentenced to five years in prison because of words about

"Russians” and "those who are for the Special Military Operation"”
KazaHckoro 6u3HecMeHa NpUroBOpUaIM K NATU rogaM KOJIOHUU M3-3a C/A0B 0 “pycHe” un

“Tex, KTo 3a CBO”

14.02.2025

Kostromich was sentenced to four years in prison because of an attempt to join
the Freedom of Russia Legion

KoCTpoMMYa NpUroBOpmuaIN K YETbIPEM Ir0laM KOJOHUU M3-3a MOMbITKU BCTYMUTb B NErNOH
“Ceoboaa Poccun”

13.02.2025

Ex-member of Nizhny Novgorod "Yabloko" sentenced to three years in prison in
the case of "Navalny's headquarters"”

DKC-uyNneHa Hmxkeropoackoro “d6noka” npuroBopman K TpeM rogam KOJ0HUKM NO Aeny o
“wTrabax HaBanbHoro”

Viadimir supporter of Duntsova sentenced to two years in prison because of
publications in Telegram

BnaaMMMpcKoro cTopoHHuKa JyHLO0BOM NPUroOBOPUNM K ABYM rogaM KOJIOHUM N3-3a
nybamkauum B TeNEerpame

Jehovah's Witnhess from Altai Krai sentenced to 3 Years in Prison
CBuaetens Merosbl n3 ANTamcKoro Kpas npuroBopuam K 3 roaam KOJIOHUN

11.02.2025

A resident of Naberezhnye Chelny was sentenced to a suspended sentence in
the case of discrediting the army

XKntena HabepexHbiX YeNHOB NPUrOBOPUAN K YCIIOBHOMY CPOKY MO Aeny O
AncKpeanTaunm apMmmun

10.02.2025
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A resident of the Stavropol Territory was sentenced to one and a half years in
prison because of tattoos with the symbols of "AUE"

XKXuTtena CTaBponoabCKOro Kpas NpuroBopuv K NoayTopa rofaM KoJoHUU n3-3a
TAaTYMPOBOK C cuMBonmkon “AYE”

A Crimean who shouted "Slava Ukraine" in court was sentenced to six months
in a penal colony

KpbIMYaHWHY, KpuyaBuieMy B cyae “CnaBa YKpanHe”, Ha3Ha4Yuau LecTb MECALIEB
KOJIOHUN-NOCENEHUS

The Moscow City Court approved the sentence to the administrator of the
Moscow Calling telegram channel in the case of military "fakes"

Mocropcya yTBepan/ NpUrosop aaMMHUCTPATOpY Tenerpam-kaHasaa Moscow Calling no
Oe/Y 0 BOEHHbIX «denKax»

07.02.2025

In St. Petersburg, a man was sentenced to 11 years in prison because of
correspondence with the Freedom of Russia Legion

B MeTepbypre My>X4mnmHy nNpuroBopuman Kk 11 rogam 3aka0UYeHNs n3-3a NEPENUCKU C
nernoHom “Ceoboaa Poccun”

Six people persecuted in the wake of the people's gathering in Baymak were
sentenced to terms of up to five years

LLlecTb YenoBek, NpecneayemMbix N0 caegamM HapoAHoOro cxoaa B baniMake, MpuroBopuan K
CPOKaM A0 NATn et

Orthodox blogger from Buryatia sentenced to forced labor in a case of violence
nDaBOCJ'IaBHOFO 6norepa n3 BVDFITVIVI npuroBopuman K npyuHyanTesibHbIM Da6OTaM no aeny
O MPUMEHEHUU HACcUNUA

Jehovah's Withesses from Izhevsk Have Suspended Sentences Replaced with
Real Sentences

Ceuaetenam Merosbl n3 VkeBcKa 3aMeHUAN YC/I0BHbIE CPOKWU Ha peaslbHble

07.02.2025

Samara saxophonist Andrei Shabanov was sentenced to six years in prison in
the case of writing a post about the war

Camapckoro cakcodoHuncta AHapes LllabaHoBa NpUroBoOpuan K LUECTU roAaM KOJOHUKU MO
Aeny 0 NOCTEe Npo BOMHY

05.02.2025

78-Year-0Old Jehovah's Withess from Khabarovsk Territory Sentenced to
Probation for Correspondence

78-netHiot0 CBuaeTenbHuLy MeroBbl n3 XabapoBCKOro Kpas NpuroBopuan K yCI1OBHOMY
CPOKY M13-3a nepenucku

Khristolyub Vegan was sentenced to three years in a penal colony because of
his words about Islam and Soviet soldiers
Xpuctontoba BeraHa ocyanav Ha Tpu roga KOJOHUM-NOCENEHUS U3-3a CNOB 06 ucname

M COBETCKMX COoJigaTax
HRWF | Human Rights in the World Newsletter | Russia Im
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Jehovah's Witnhess from Krasnodar sentenced to 6 years and 5 months in prison
Ceuaetens Merosbl n3 KpacHogapa NpuroBopuaun K 6 rogam n 5 mecauam KOJ0OHUU

A resident of the Altai Territory was sentenced to five years in prison because of
statements on the Internet
Xutena AATanckoro Kpag NpuUroBopwav K NaTy rogam KOJOHUWU M3-3a BblCKa3blBAHWUN

B UHTEPHETE

Ex-National Bolshevik from Chelyabinsk sentenced to six years in prison
because of comments on VKontakte

DkKc-Haubona n3 YenabuHcka NpUroBOpuMIN K LIECTU roJaM KOJIOHUU N3-3a KOMMEHTAPUEB
BO «BKoHTakTe»

Jehovah's Withesses from Primorsky Krai Sentenced
CBVI.EleTe}'IFIM Nerosbl 13 HDMMODCKOFO Kpad BblHECIN NPUroBOpLI

03.02.2025

The military was sentenced to two and a half years in prison because of posts
about the war in Ukraine

BoeHHOro NnpuroBopuan K AByM C MOJOBMHOWM FO4aM KOJIOHMM MU3-3a MOCTOB O BOMHE
B YKpanHe

Political repression: Sentences to prison terms in
January 2025 (EN/ RU)

Click on the title to read the full article/ Ha>xmute Ha 3arosioBoK, 4tob6bi
npo4YynTartb CTaTbiO MOJIHOCTbIO

31.01.2025

A resident of Buryatia was sentenced to 7 years in a colony in the case of
financing the RDK and justifying terrorism

Xutento bypatum HazHauMAKW 7 NE€T KOJOHUU MO Aeny o duHaHcmpoBaHum «POK»
M onpaBaaHUIO Teppopmn3Ma

A Volgograd resident was sentenced to four years in prison because of
comments on YouTube about the war in Ukraine

Bonrorpajlia NpuroBOpun K YeTbiPpEM rolaM KOJIOHUU N3-3a KOMMEHTapmneB B 10Ty6e
O BOVIHE B YKpauHe

30.01.2025

The ex-head of the Serpukhov district of the Moscow region approved the
verdict in a new criminal case

Dkc-rnaBe CepnyxoBCKOro pamoHa [NoaMOCKOBbS YTBEPAUIN NPUTrOBOP MO HOBOMY
YrO/10BHOMY Aeny

30.01.2025
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The ex-coordinator of the Kuzbass movement "Golos" was sentenced to four
years and a month in a colony

DKC-KOOpAMHaTopa Ky36accKoro ABMXeHus «[0n0c» NpuroBopuamn K YeTbipeM rogam
M MecsLy KOJIOHUU

29.01.2025

A resident of Bratsk was sentenced to 18 years in a maximum security colony in

the case of burning the military registration and enlistment office
Xutensa bpaTtcka npurosopuan K 18 rogaM KOJIOHUM CTPOroro pexmma no Aeny o noxore
BOEHKOMaTa

A resident of Orenburg was sentenced to two and a half years in a penal colony
on anti-war cases

XutenbHuuy OpeHbypra NpuroBopuan K AByM C MOJOBUHOMN rogaM KOJOHUU-NOCEEHNS
N0 aHTUBOEHHbLIM AeNnaM

Krasnoyarsk resident sentenced to two years in a colony because of calls to
overthrow the government in Russia

KpacHosipLa NpMroBopuan K ABYM rogaM KOJIOHUN U3-3a NMPU3bIBOB CBEPrHYTb BN1ACTb
B Poccuum

28.01.2025

The defendant in the "Baymak case" was sentenced to a real term. She will
serve her sentence later

PurypaHTky «6amMaKCcKoro Agesa» npuroBopuan K peasbHoMy cpoky. OTbbiBaTh
Haka3aHWe oHa ByaeT nosxe

Jehovah's Witness from Primorsky Krai Sentenced to Three Years Probation
Ceuaetens Nerosbl U3 NMpUMOPCKOro Kpas NpMroBopuan K TpeEM roaam yCcaoBHO

27.01.2025

Engineer from Tatarstan sentenced to two and a half years in a colony in case of
extremism

|/|H)KeHeDa n3 TaTaDCTaHa npuroBopunan K AByMm C MoJI0OBUHOM rogoaMm KoJoHMWM no aeny
06 aKCTpEMU3IME

A pensioner from Moscow was sentenced to eight years in a colony because of a
letter to the Prosecutor General

[MeHcnoHepa 13 MOCKBbI MPUroBOPUAN K BOCbMW FOAaM KOJOHWUW U3-3a MUCbMa
rEHNPoKypopy

An emigrated Russian woman was sentenced in the second case of military
"fakes"
SMUrPUPOBABLLEN POCCUAHKE BbIHECN MPUTOBOP MO YXKE BTOPOMY [IE/TY O BOEHHbIX

«denkax»

23.01.2025

Jehovah's Withess from Kostroma sentenced to five years of strict regime in a
new case
Ceugetrensa Merosbl n3 KOCTpOMbl MPUroBOPUAN K MATU rogaM CTPOroro pexmMa

no HOBOMY Aeny
HRWF | Human Rights in the World Newsletter | Russia Im
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A St. Petersburg woman was sentenced to three years in a colony because of a
video calling for the liberation of Russia from Putin

MeTepbypXXEeHKY NMPUroBOPUIM K TPEM roJamM KOJOHUN MU3-3a BUAEO C MPU3bIBOM
ocBob60oanTb Poccuto oT IMyTmHa

A court in Moscow sentenced Ukrainian journalist Yanina Sokolovskaya in
absentia to seven and a half years

Cyn B MockBe 3a04HO MPUTrOBOPUS YKPAUHCKYO XXYPHAANCTKY AHNMHY COKONOBCKYO
K CEMU C NOJIOBUHOW rogam

21.01.2025

In Belgorod, the programmer who set fire to the letter Z was sentenced to 6.5
years in the case of possession of explosives

B Benropoae nporpaMMmucTa, noaxerwero 6yksy Z, ocyamam Ha 6,5 net no aeny
0 XpaHEHUN B3PbIBYATKMU

A former military man from St. Petersburg was punished in the case of "fakes"
about the army
BbiBLLIEMY BOEHHOMY U3 [MeTepbypra y>Xectounjy HakasaHue no geny o «denkax» npo

apMumio

20.01.2025

Two 66-year-old Jehovah's Withesses Sentenced to Five-and-a-Half-Year
Probation
AByx 66-netHux CBmnaeTenbHul NeroBbl NpUroBOpUanN K NATU C NOJOBUHOM roaam

YCNOBHO

Jehovah's Withess from Karachay-Cherkessia Sentenced to Suspended Sentence
CeugetenbHuuy Meroebl n3 Kapadyaeso-Yepkecuu NnpuroBopun K YCJIOBHOMY CPOKY

In Karachay-Cherkessia, Jehovah's Withess Sentenced to Six Years Probation
B KapayaeBo-Yepkecun Cemnagerens Merosbl NpUMroBoOpuanM K LLECTU rogamM YCA0BHO

Pskov activist sentenced to a year of probation in the case of repeated

discrediting of the army
[MCKOBCKOro akTMBUCTA MPUrOBOPUAN K roAy YCJIOBHO MO AeaY O MOBTOPHOMN

ancKkpeamntTauunum apMmmn

17.01.2025

Three of Navalny's lawyers were sentenced to terms of up to 5.5 years in a

colony
Tpoux aaBokaTtoB HaBa/ibHOro NMPUroBOpuUIN K CpoKamMm A0 5,5 net KonoHuu

A resident of the Kuban, detained because of the arson of the banner "We do
not leave our own", was sentenced to 13 years

Xutensa KybaHu, 3agepxxaHHOro n3-3a noaxora 6aHHepa «Ceonx He 6pocaeM», ocyanamn
Ha 13 net

Sochi engineer sentenced to five and a half years in the case of anti-war posts
CoYunHCKOoro NHXXEeHEepPa NMpUroBopuman K NndTm C ﬂOJ‘IOBVIHOVI rogaMm no aeny

06 aHTMBOEHHbIX NOCTax
HRWF | Human Rights in the World Newsletter | Russia Im
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A butcher from Tajikistan was sentenced to seven years in a colony in the case
of "fakes" and hooliganism

MsacHuKa 13 TaJXXUKUCTaHA NMPUroBOPUIM K CEMU rogaM KOJIOHUM N0 AeNy 0 «denkax»

M O XYJIUFTAHCTBE

14.01.2025

Jehovah's Witnesses from Crimea Sentenced to Six Years in a colony
Ceupereneu Ueroebl n3 KpbiMa NpUroBopuJiM K LUECTU rogaM KOJIOHUU

A court in Moscow sentenced the mayor of Dnipro in absentia to nine years in
prison because of posts about the war

Cya B MockBe 3a04HO NMpUroBopu Mapa [Henpa K AeBATU rogaM KOJIOHUM M3-3a MOCTOB
0 BOWHEe

A human rights activist from Zlatoust was sentenced to a suspended sentence in
the case of discrediting the army

MpaBo3alNTHULY U3 3N1aTOYCTa NPUroBOPUAN K YCIOBHOMY CPOKY MO Aeny
0 ANCKpeauTaumm apMumm

13.01.2025

A motorcyclist blogger from the Perm Territory was sentenced to 6 years
because of posts about the explosion of the Crimean bridge

K 6 rogam npuroBopuamn 6norepa-moToLMKANCTA 13 [1epMCKOro Kpas n3-3a nNocroB
0 B3pbiBe KpbIMCKOro MOCTa

The defendants in the case of arson of the military registration and enlistment
office in Goryachy Klyuch were sentenced to 12 and 13 years in prison
durypaHTam gena o noaXore BoeHkoMaTa B opsyem Kntoye HasHauymam 12 n 13 net
3aKN4YeHns

The first prisoner exchange of 2025 after the 11 swaps in
2024. EU ‘out of the game’

By Willy Fautré, director of Human Rights Without Frontiers and Dr Ievgeniia Gidulianova

HRWF (31.01.2025) - On 15 January, 25 soldiers and civilians returned to Ukraine from
Russian captivity. The same number of prisoners was handed over to Russia.

Our research below shows that the new exchange took place again with the support of the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) and the EU was again “out of the game” despite repeated
public statements that the EU is “deeply involved” in the repatriation of Ukrainian prisoners
of war and deported children. Their last statement was made at the 28 January session of
the Subcommittee for Human Rights of the European Parliament in Brussels.

Ukrainian President Zelensky said that among those released there were defenders of
Mariupol and Azovstal, as well as Kharkiv, Donetsk, Zaporizhzhia, Kherson. He also noted
that they were seriously injured and ill.
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Among the returnees there was also a civilian. The occupiers seized him in the Kyiv region
and illegally detained him. The Coordination Headquarters for the Treatment of Prisoners
of War said that all repatriated servicemen were soldiers, including sailors. The youngest
released is 24 years old and the oldest 60.

The injured have, in particular, vision loss, limb amputations, complex wounds caused by
bullets and land mines. Among the diseases are tuberculosis, oncology, gangrene...

Overview of the 11 exchanges or prisoners of war (POW) in 2024

December 2024

Source : Hundreds of soldiers freed in the latest prisoner exchange between Russia and

Ukraine (AP)

Approximate date: End of December

Approximate numbers:

According to Kyiv: 189 Ukrainians

87 soldiers from the army including 14 officers, 43 from the national guard, 33 border

guards, 24 from the navy and two civilians.

According to Moscow:
150 Ukrainians/ 150 Russians

Facilitator of the exchange: U.A.E.

October 2024

Source : 95 at large: LIST of those released from captivity 18 October 2024
Russia, Ukraine conduct prisoner swap, exchange of bodies

Approximate date: 18 October
Approximate numbers:

According to Kyiv: 95 Ukrainians

Among those released from captivity: National Guardsmen, military sailors, soldiers of
the Armed Forces of Ukraine, border guards, representatives of other units of the
Security and Defense Forces. 69 soldiers and sergeants and 26 officers.

According to Moscow: The Ministry of Defense reported on the exchange of prisoners of
war between the Russian Federation and Ukraine in the "95 for 95" format
95 Ukrainians/ 95 Russians

Facilitator of the exchange: U.A.E.

September 2024

Source : For the second day in a row. Ukraine exchanged another 103 soldiers
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https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-prisoners-exchange-77e9cc4418772e446c5f14e15b48c98a
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-prisoners-exchange-77e9cc4418772e446c5f14e15b48c98a
https://novynarnia.com/2024/10/19/95-na-svobodi-spysok-zvilnenyh-z-polonu-18-zhovtnya-2024/
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russia-prisoner-exchange-united-arab-emirates/33164184.html
https://iz.ru/1776919/2024-10-18/minoborony-soobshchilo-ob-obmene-plennymi-rf-i-ukrainy-v-formate-95-na-95
https://iz.ru/1776919/2024-10-18/minoborony-soobshchilo-ob-obmene-plennymi-rf-i-ukrainy-v-formate-95-na-95
https://www.rbc.ua/rus/news/drugiy-den-pospil-ukrayina-obminyala-shche-1726313290.html

Approximate date: 14 September
Approximate numbers:

According to Kyiv: 103 Ukrainians
Among them: privates and sergeants, 21 officers, and there were also two Chernobyl
guards.

According to Moscow The Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation announced the
return of 103 soldiers captured in the Kursk region
103 Ukrainians/ 103 Russians

Facilitator of the exchange: U.A.E.
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Source : Defenders of Azovstal and not only. Ukraine returned another 49 soldiers
from captivity

Approximate date: 13 September
Approximate numbers:

According to Kyiv: 49 Ukrainians

Among the released are 23 soldiers and sergeants, 19 officers, 7 are civilians. Among them
were 23 women, including Ukrainian civilians, who were illegally detained by the Russians.
It was also possible to release women who were subjected to inhumane treatment, in
particular, due to forced participation in the so-called "trial" of the defenders of Mariupol.
Crimean activist Nienia Umerova, who was captured by the Russians while crossing the
border of Georgia, was released.

According to Moscow: Russia and Ukraine exchanged prisoners
49 Ukrainians/ 49 Russians

Facilitator of the exchange: U.A.E.

August 2024

Source : On August 24, Ukraine exchanged prisoners of war with the Russian side with
the assistance of the United Arab Emirates. 115 Ukrainian soldiers returned home

Approximate date: 24 August
Approximate numbers:

According to Kyiv: 115 Ukrainians
These were soldiers of the National Guard, the Armed Forces, the Navy, the State Border
Guard Service

According to Moscow: The Ukrainian side returned 103 Russian soldiers captured in the
Kursk region, the same number of servicemen of the Armed Forces of Ukraine were handed

over to Kyiv
115 Ukrainians/ 115 Russians
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https://www.interfax.ru/russia/982026
https://www.interfax.ru/russia/982026
https://www.rbc.ua/rus/news/oborontsi-azovstali-i-tilki-ukrayina-povernula-1726225268.html
https://www.rbc.ua/rus/news/oborontsi-azovstali-i-tilki-ukrayina-povernula-1726225268.html
https://www.rbc.ua/ukr/news/rosiyi-zaareshtuvali-krimsku-tatarku-umerovu-1683288266.html
https://ura.news/news/1052817253
https://suspilne.media/820511-ukraina-povernula-115-zahisnikiv-z-rosijskogo-polonu/
https://suspilne.media/820511-ukraina-povernula-115-zahisnikiv-z-rosijskogo-polonu/
https://www.rbc.ru/politics/14/09/2024/66e566399a79473c2516c792
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Facilitator of the exchange: U.A.E.

July 2024

Source : Exchange with the Russian Federation: 95 prisoners of war returned to Ukraine

Approximate date: 17 July
Approximate numbers:

According to Kyiv: 95 Ukrainians
These were soldiers of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, the National Guard and border guards.

According to Moscow:

The exchange of prisoners between the Russian Federation and Ukraine on July 17 was the
fifth since the beginning of 2024

_95 Ukrainians/ 95 Russians

Facilitator of the exchange: U.A.E.

June 2024

Source : Ukraine returned 90 fighters from Russian captivity, including defenders of
Mariupol

Approximate date: 25 June
Approximate numbers:

According to Kyiv: 90 Ukrainians
These were soldiers of the National Guard, Navy, armies, territorial defenders and border
guards.

According to Moscow: Another exchange of prisoners of war was carried out: 90 Russian
servicemen were returned
90 Ukrainians/ 90 Russians

Facilitator of the exchange: U.A.E.

May 2024

Source : Ukraine returned 90 fighters from Russian captivity, including defenders of
Mariupol

Approximate date: 31 May
Approximate numbers:
According to Kyiv: 75 Ukrainians

These were sergeants and officers of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, the National Guard of
Ukraine, the State Border Guard Service of Ukraine and civilians. 19 people captured from
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Zmiinyi Island, 10 defenders of Mariupol and Azovstal, Ukrainian soldiers captured in
different locations.

According to Moscow: Special operation, May 31: Russia and Ukraine exchanged

prisoners
75 Ukrainians/ 75 Russians

Facilitator of the exchange: U.A.E.

February 2024

Source (Title and link): A new exchange of prisoners took place 100 for 100

Approximate date: 8 February
Approximate numbers:

According to Kyiv: 100 Ukrainians

Among the rescued servicemen there were 49 soldiers of the National Guard of Ukraine,
25 border guards, 26 servicemen of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, including 11 territorial
defenders.

According to Moscow: _Russia and Ukraine exchanged a hundred soldiers each
100 Ukrainians/ 100 Russians

Facilitator of the exchange: U.A.E.

January 2024

Source: Ukraine has returned more than 200 people from captivity of the Russian
Federation. Here's What We Know

Approximate date: 31 January
Approximate numbers:

According to Kyiv: 207 Ukrainians

These 207 Ukrainians were soldiers of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, the National Guard,
the State Border Guard Service of Ukraine, the National Police — private people, sergeants,
and officers.

According to Moscow:_How the largest exchange of prisoners between Russia and Ukraine

took place
195 Ukrainians/ 195 Russians

Facilitator of the exchange: U.A.E.
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3 January 2024
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Source: The largest exchange of prisoners during the full-scale invasion: 230
Ukrainians were released

Approximate date: 3 January
Approximate numbers:

According to Kyiv: 230 Ukrainians

Among them were 130 people - 55 servicemen of the Armed Forces of Ukraine — 38 soldiers
of the National Guard - 1 State Border Guard Service - National Police and 6 civilians who
were illegally deprived of their liberty.

According to Moscow: The Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation returned 248
servicemen from Ukrainian captivity

230 Ukrainians/ 248 Russians

Facilitator of the exchange: U.A.E.

Repressions in Russia in 2024, a review of OVD-Info

Introduction

OVD (16.01.2025) - The year 2024 for Russian civil society, as well as the two previous
years, was marked by the unrelying war of the Russian Federation against Ukraine.
Political persecution continued throughout Russia throughout the year. The main trends of
the past years have been preserved - pointing, strikes on vulnerable groups, adoption of
repressive laws. In addition, one of the terrible leitmotifs of the year was the death of
people deprived of their liberty for political reasons: Alexei Navalny was killed, four more
people died in prison, two - from the consequences of being in isolation, one - from the
consequences of detention.

One of the most important events in the history of political persecution in 2024 was the
"Baymak case" in Bashkortostan, which affected dozens of people. Another is the exchange
of prisoners between Russia and Western countries, in which 16 people were released,
most of them are prosecuted in politically motivated cases. We also saw a sharp increase
in criminal prosecutions of "foreign agents" and a scaling of the persecution of LGBTQ+
people.

The report uses data and analytics of participants of OVD-Info, the Sova Research Center,
the Exit group, the Thunderstorm media, the first department and the Team against
torture human rights projects.

We receive information about politically motivated persecution from different sources -
websites of Russian courts and departments, the media, the persecuted themselves and
their relatives. Due to the limited information available - in particular, the texts of court
decisions - and the resulting impossibility of tracking all prosecutions in real time, our data
is obviously incomplete, but we consider it correct and useful to publish the available and
contribute to the description of the objective picture of political persecution in Russia.

We also publish data on persecution in the annexed territories of Crimea and Sevastopol -
repressions there are carried out by Russian law enforcement agencies, and we have the
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opportunity to verify this data. As for the occupied territories of Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson
and Zaporizhzhia regions of Ukraine, we have decided to monitor data on what is happening
there only this year, and so far, including due to the difficulty in obtaining and verifying
this data, we are not ready to consider and count them on a par with the rest.

Contents

Note:
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Criminal political persecution
Pressure on the politically persecuted

Politically motivated administrative cases
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Forced deportation after the terrorist attack in Crocus
Freedom of assembly

'Foreign agents”
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Use the automatic translation if you cannot read Russian
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