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Infiltration of Jehovah’'s Withesses’ Bible studies by FSB
spies

Two 74-year-old JW sentenced to three years in prison and immediately
detained. Nowadays, 175 JWs are behind bars in Russia

European Times (15.11.2025) - On 12 November, a Russian court imprisoned two 74-
year-old men—Valeriy Knyazev and Indus Talipov—the two oldest of the 175 Jehovah’s
Witnesses currently behind bars in Russia and Crimea.

Valeriy and Indus were sentenced to three years in prison and immediately taken into
custody.

There are now 19 elderly Witnesses (18 male; 1 female) over the age of 65 in Russia.

“It's patently absurd that Russian judges would imprison peace-loving elderly
Christians like Valeriy and Indus,” said Jarrod Lopes, spokesman for Jehovah’s
Witnesses. “These two harmless men—who simply enjoy reading the Bible and
singing Christian songs with friends—were convicted on the basis of secret,
remote testimony from an individual known only by the pseudonym Lozhkin.”

“Lozhkin is part of a growing FSB network of undercover agents used to identify
and prosecute Jehovah’s Witnesses. Often these spies feign interest in studying
the Bible, attend worship discussions for months or even years, secretly record
conversations, and then provide deceptive testimony to secure convictions.”

Why spies?

Authorities have at times resorted to beating or torturing Jehovah’s Witnesses to
pressure them to reveal the names of their fellow worshippers. Such cases of abuse are
relatively rare (less than 10% of the nearly 900 Witnesses targeted for prosecution),
because authorities have consistently seen that Jehovah’s Witnesses will refuse to betray
their spiritual brothers no matter the consequences.

Thus, spies are the FSB’s most effective means of identifying Jehovah’s Witnesses for
potential prosecution. At least 30 documented prosecutions have relied on the false
testimonies of spies.

One secret agent in Vladivostok, Ekaterina Petrova, infiltrated a group of 17 Jehovah’s
Witnesses, which included elderly ones. Her testimony led to prison sentences of up to 8
years.

Another secret agent with the pseudonym Gromov was used in the case of Viktor Ursu in
Crimea. He was sentenced to six years in prison on September 8, 2025. During his trial,
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the court listened to audio recordings (captured by Gromov) of two religious meetings
that discussed how to show and the benefits of kindness. See link for further details.

About the case of Valeriy and Indus | Timeline
e June 4, 2024. Security forces raided their homes

e August 19, 2024. Judge I.A. Semenova of the Industrial District Court of Izhevsk
satisfied the investigator's petition to seize their bank accounts and property

e December 27, 2024. Criminal trial began

¢ November 12, 2025. Both sentenced to three years in prison and immediately
taken into custody. Valeriy’s wife, Galina, is left to fend for herself. They have
been married over 50 years

European Court of Human Rights

On June 7, 2022, the Court declared Russia’s ban on Jehovah’s Witnesses to be unlawful
and concluded that the beliefs and practices of Jehovah’s Witnesses are legal and
protected by the rights to freedom of religion, expression, and association. Russia
was ordered to return all confiscated properties or to pay EUR 59,617,458 (USD 63 ,684
,978) in pecuniary damages. (Link to judgment summary).

e The judgment strongly criticized the Russian authorities and established that they
were prejudiced, showed bias, and “had not acted in good faith.” (§ 187)

e "“[T]he forced dissolution of all religious organisations of Jehovah’s Witnhesses in
Russia was not merely the result of a neutral application of legal provisions but
disclosed indications of a policy of intolerance by the Russian authorities towards
the religious practices of Jehovah’s Witnesses designed to cause Jehovah's
Witnesses to abandon their faith and to prevent others from joining it.” (§ 254)

See this link to several more cases of Jehovah’s Witnesses in prison in Russia.

Source: JW World Headquarters

Religious issues and persecution: Bimonthly Digest
November 01-15

15.11.2025 - Infiltration of Jehovah’s Withesses’ Bible studies by Russian FSB
spies

Europeantimes - On 12 November, a Russian court imprisoned two 74-year-old men—

Valeriy Knyazev and Indus Talipov—the two oldest of the 175 Jehovah’s Witnesses
currently behind bars in Russia and Crimea.
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Valeriy and Indus were sentenced to three years in prison and immediately taken into
custody.

There are now 19 elderly Witnesses (18 male; 1 female) over the age of 65 in Russia.
Authorities have at times resorted to beating or torturing Jehovah’s Witnesses to
pressure them to reveal the names of their fellow worshippers. Such cases of abuse are
relatively rare (less than 10% of the nearly 900 Witnesses targeted for prosecution),
because authorities have consistently seen that Jehovah’s Witnesses will refuse to betray
their spiritual brothers no matter the consequences.

Continue reading...

14.11.2025 - Izhevsk Court sentenced two Jehovah's Witnesses, both 74, to
penal colony for three years

JW - Six months ago, the Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk City Court sentenced Larisa Potapova and
Olga Kalinnikova to 2.5 years suspended for Bible discussions. Now, on October 29,
2025, Judge Galina Masterkova imposed significantly harsher penalties: 4 years and 11
months suspended for Potapova, and 5 years suspended for Kalinnikova.

The retrial meant the women had to fly to Sakhalin again to defend their right to freedom
of religion. Olga admits: "In a situation of criminal prosecution, there's little we can
control. The only thing we can and must do is be Christian."

Continue reading...

13.11.2025 - An emergency building was handed over to the DUM in Orenburg

Sova - On November 11, 2025, it became known that the Orenburg authorities handed
over the former building of the Husaynia Madrasah to the Regional Spiritual
Administration of Muslims of the Orenburg region.

In Soviet times, communal apartments were equipped in a one-story building and the
second floor was added. Then the building was recognized as emergency, the residents
were resettled, and the city authorities decided to transfer the building to the Muslim
community.

The regional Duma has not yet decided how to use the transferred property, but assured
that "it will not be a residential building or some business center. The building in the
historic center of the city will be saved and will continue to serve believers as before."

12.11.2025 - Exiled Orthodox journalist facing criminal charges added to
wanted list

Forum 18 - Russia's Interior Ministry Wanted List includes: 4 opponents of Russia's war
against Ukraine on religious grounds; 7 Muslim Nursi readers from Russia; 15 Jehovah's
Witnesses from Russia, 4 from Russian-occupied Crimea; 4 people wanted by Belarus; 3
wanted by Kazakhstan; 2 wanted by Tajikistan; 5 wanted by Uzbekistan. Most recently
added was exiled Orthodox journalist Kseniya Luchenko. The Interior Ministry did not say
why it includes people who peacefully exercised their right to freedom of religion or
belief. Interpol would not say for how many of them Russia had sought Red Notices.faut
que tu t

Continue reading...
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10.11.2025 - The state prosecutor asks to sentence Jehovah's Witness from
Birobidzhan to a suspended sentence of imprisonment

Sova - Igor Prityko is in the dock. He is accused under Part 2 of Art. 282.2 OF THE
CRIMINAL CODE.

On November 6, 2025, the Birobidzhan District Court of the Jewish Autonomous Region
held a debate between the parties in the case of Jehovah's Witness Igor Prityko, who is
accused under Part 2 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code (participation in the activities of
an extremist organization). The state prosecutor asked to sentence him to two years of
suspended imprisonment with a two-year probationary period.

The case was initiated on May 28, 2025, the next day Prityko was interrogated in the
Investigative Committee as a suspect. The investigator took a subscription from him not
to go.

Continue reading...

10.11.2025 - In Cherkessk, a fine was imposed for distributing a banned Islamic
book near the store

Sova - A local resident was fined a thousand rubles for distributing the "Gardens of the
Righteous".

On October 21, 2025, the Cherkess City Court of Karachay-Cherkessia fined a thousand
rubles under Art. 20.29 Administrative Code (mass distribution of extremist materials) by
Keram Botashev.

It follows from the ruling that he distributed the forbidden book "Gardens of the
Righteous" near the "Islamic Store". During the survey, he admitted that he let strangers
read it.

The court decided to destroy the book.

Continue reading...

06.11.2025 - In the Voronezh region, the Orthodox parish is trying to legalize
the building of the temple through the court

Sova - On November 5, 2025, it became known that the parish of the Three Saints
Church in the village of Volya, Novousmansky district, Voronezh region, appealed to the
Arbitration Court of the region with a claim against the district administration. A religious
organization demands to recognize the ownership of the temple.

The construction of the temple began in 2003, but the building has not yet been
legalized.

The first court hearing on the claim is scheduled for November 18.

05.11.2025 - A Jehovah's Withess from Yoshkar-Ola was placed under house
arrest in a new criminal case

Sova - On October 21, 2025, 34-year-old Jehovah's Witness Konstantin Khlybov was
detained in Yoshkar-Ola. According to the SU of the Investigative Committee of Russia in
the Republic of Mari El, he was charged under Part 2 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code
(participation in the activities of an extremist organization).

At the request of the investigation, the Yoshkar-Ola City Court detained Khlybov on
October 22. However, on October 31, the Supreme Court of Mari El changed the measure
of restraint to house arrest. Note that the case card on the court's website indicates not
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only Part 2, but also Part 1 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code (organization of the
activities of an extremist organization).

Continue reading...

04.11.2025 - Bans on Council of Churches Baptist congregations "only growing"

Forum 18 - Courts have now banned at least 10 Council of Churches Baptist communities
for meeting without state permission. (These Baptists choose to meet without
registration.) "This practice is only growing", says lawyer Sergey Chugunov. Six of the
known lawsuits have been in Krasnodar Region. Krasnodar Region Prosecutor's Office did
not respond to Forum 18's questions. Such bans often start with FSB or police
surveillance, raids and prosecutions for "illegal missionary activity". Bans on churches'
activities "must be overturned", Chugunov believes. The churches continue to meet
despite the bans.

Continue reading...

03.11.2025 - Search in Yoshkar-Ola. Father of young child facing criminal
prosecution

Forum 18 - Courts handed at least 3 Jehovah's Witnesses long jail terms for exercising
freedom of religion since September. A Samara court jailed Samvel Babayan for 7 years.
A Saransk court jailed Ivan Neverov for 7 years, Mikhail Shevchuk for 6 years 6 months.
Neither the court nor the Prosecutor's Office would explain the long jail terms or who
Neverov and Shevchuk might have harmed. Interior Ministry officials rescinded Irina
Khvostova's citizenship. Within minutes of release from prison on 13 October, police took
Armenian citizen Vardan Zakaryan to prepare his expulsion.

In a typical recent case, a court in Saransk, capital of the Republic of Mordoviya, handed
two Jehovah's Witnesses long prison sentences on 19 September for exercising their
freedom of religion or belief. It jailed 39-year-old Ivan Neverov for 7 years and 38-year-
old Mikhail Shevchuk for 6 years and 6 months. The court convicted them on charges of
"Organisation of the activities of a banned extremist organisation". Prosecutors had
requested 9 years' imprisonment for Neverov, and 8 years for Shevchuk.

Continue reading...

Religious issues and persecution: Bimonthly Digest
October 16-31

31.10.2025 - One of Jehovah's Withesses from Novosibirsk served his forced
labor and released on parole

JW - The Novosibirsk Regional Court supported the petition of Dmitriy Dolzhikov's
defense for parole—he was released on the same day, October 24, 2025. The believer is
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very glad that now he will be able to take care of his elderly mother, father with a
disability and brother, who requires constant help for health reasons.

On June 30, 2023, the court of first instance found Dmitriy guilty of extremism for
participating in Bible discussions and sentenced him to three years in a penal colony and
a year of restriction of liberty, replacing the imprisonment with forced labor. More than
two years later, Dmitriy applied for parole. The court refused, but Dmitriy did not give up
and appealed this decision.

Continue reading...

30.10.2025 - Believers from Iturup Island found guilty again.

JW - Six months ago, the Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk City Court sentenced Larisa Potapova and
Olga Kalinnikova to 2.5 years suspended for Bible discussions. Now, on October 29,
2025, Judge Galina Masterkova imposed significantly harsher penalties: 4 years and 11
months suspended for Potapova, and 5 years suspended for Kalinnikova.

The retrial meant the women had to fly to Sakhalin again to defend their right to freedom
of religion. Olga admits: "In a situation of criminal prosecution, there's little we can
control. The only thing we can and must do is be Christian."

Continue reading...

29.10.2025 - Search and overnight interrogations in Murmansk region

JW - On October 15, 2025, security forces conducted a search in the town of Polyarniy at
the home of a woman who is one of Jehovah's Witnesses. She was taken to the
Snezhnogorsk police department after midnight and interrogated until 6 a.m.

The search began at 4:00 p.m., while the woman was not at home. Her husband was
thrown to the floor and handcuffed by the officers. According to the woman, when she
arrived, law enforcement spoke to her rudely, used profanity, and told her that "invoking
Article 51 of the Russian Constitution won't help you." Electronic devices were seized
from the family. The woman was not given a copy of the search report.

That same night, at least one other woman from a nearby village was also interrogated
by the authorities.
The last time searches were conducted in the Murmansk Region was in 2021.

Continue reading...

29.10.2025 - Five defendants, three in detention.

JW - On October 23, 2025, a search was conducted at the home of Andrey Privalov, 48,
and his wife in the town of Abaza (Republic of Khakassia). Since their house had been
damaged by fire earlier, they were temporarily staying with relatives. The search was
carried out at their place as well.

According to preliminary information, the investigative actions were conducted by the

investigative body that previously organized the searches in the settlements of Mayna
and Sizaya. Electronic devices, several copies of the Bible, and personal notes were

seized from the Privalovs.
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Andrey Privalov was detained and placed in a temporary detention facility at the police
station in the town of Uyar.

Continue reading...

28.10.2025 - Search and arrest in Vladikavkaz.

JW - On October 20, 2025, Sabina Albegova, 26, a resident of Vladikavkaz, was arrested.
The Investigative Committee charged her with extremism for participating in peaceful
religious meetings of Jehovah's Witnesses. Two days later, the court sent the believer to
a pretrial detention center.

A few hours before Sabina's arrest, at 6 a.m., the house of her husband's parents was
searched. Electronic devices were seized from the owners and their guests. The task
force was led by Mikhail Tuayev, investigator of the Investigative Committee.

Continue reading...

28.10.2025 - In Saratov, a teenager stabbed a Muslim woman in the back

Sova - On October 25, 2025, in Saratov on Stolypin Avenue, a teenager stabbed a 35-
year-old resident of the city in the back.

A video shot a few minutes before the crime appeared on social networks. A woman with
a cape on her head got on the footage. The cameraman was chasing her from behind. At
the same time, he said that "now [it's not soot] for someone to be".

The victim managed to resist. She was hospitalized.

During the operational search activities, the identity of the attacker was established. It
turned out to be a 17-year-old teenager. Law enforcement agencies reported that,
according to one version, the motive for the crime could be religious hatred. "Because of
religious hatred that she is a Muslim, he came up and hit her," the media quoted the
source.

The suspect has been detained.

The Investigative Committee of the Frunzensky District initiated a criminal case under
Part 3 of Article 30, Part 2 of Art. 105 of the Criminal Code (attempted murder).

Continue reading...

22.10.2025 - Ukraine and Russia: Religion and its Role in the Conflict

G20 interfaith forum- On October 20, 2025, the G20 Interfaith Forum’s Anti-Racism
Initiative, in partnership with the Group of 78 and the International Academy for
Multicultural Cooperation, held a webinar entitled “Ukraine and Russia: Religion and its
Role in the Conflict.”

Speakers included Dr. Stepan Bilynskyy, MD, MA, Spiritual Health Practitioner at Grace
Hospital (Winnipeg Regional Health Authority), Permanent Deacon, and Co-leader of
Manitoba Jewish-Catholic Dialogue; and Dr. Dmytro Vovk, Director of the Center for Rule
of Law and Religion Studies at Yaroslav Mudryi National Law University in Ukraine and
Visiting Professor at Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law. Dr. James Christie,Reverend
and Professor Emeritus of Theology at the University of Winnipeg, moderated the

discussion.
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Continue reading...

23.10.2025 - In Yoshkar-Ola, the court banned a group of unregistered Baptists
at the request of the prosecutor's office

Sova - On July 6, 2025, it became known that the Yoshkar-Ola Prosecutor's Office filed a
lawsuit in court, demanding "to prohibit the activities of the association of citizens -
Evangelical Christian Baptists... until violations of federal legislation are eliminated by
sending a notification of the beginning of the activities of the religious group". We are
talking about representatives of the unregistered brotherhood.

Believers gather for joint prayer in a residential building for several decades.

"The association of citizens - evangelical Christian Baptists carries out a religion,
respectively, its activities affect the rights and legitimate interests of an indefinite circle
of persons," lawyer Anatoly Pchelintsev quotes the statement of claim.

On July 24, the Yoshkar-Ola City Court banned the group's activities. On October 23, this
decision was confirmed by the Supreme Court of the Republic of Mari EI.

Continue reading...

22.10.2025 - Judicial statistics on "illegal missionary" cases for the first half of
2025 have been published

Sova - On October 20, 2025, the Judicial Department of the Supreme Court of the
Russian Federation published statistical data on the application of Art. 5.26
Administrative Code (violation of the legislation on freedom of conscience, freedom of
religion and religious associations) in the first half of 2025.

According to these data, in the first six months of 2025, the courts considered 292 cases
under this article. This is more than for the same period of 2024 (187 cases).

Continue reading...

22.10.2025 - How the Russian Orthodox Church became a weapon of political
warfare - Analysis

FPRI — The Russian Orthodox Church (ROC) has become a central pillar of the Kremlin’s
political and informational warfare strategy, which shapes narratives by fusing spirituality
with nationalism. Through doctrines like the “Russian World” (Russkiy Mir) and appeals to
shared Orthodox identity, Moscow weaponizes faith to justify aggression and extend its
ideological reach.

These narratives have influenced attitudes in Ukraine, Georgia, Moldova, and across
parts of Africa and Europe—undermining Western integration, sowing local skepticism
toward NATO and the EU, and reinforcing pro-Kremlin movements through cultural
affinity and religious symbolism.

Continue reading...

22.10.2025 - Court considered Irina Zinina from Vyselki to be an extremist.

JW - A 2-year suspended sentence was given to Irina Zinina, 37, on October 21, 2025 by
the Vyselkovskiy District Court. She was found guilty of extremism for discussing the
Bible with friends. In June, the court made a similar decision in the case of her mother,
Lyudmila, a pensioner with serious illnesses.
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"Due to the application of this law [on extremism — ed.] many people are getting the
wrong impression of me," Irina addressed the court on the eve of the announcement of
the verdict. "Still, there are a lot of sympathetic people who are outraged by the fact that
they unfairly initiate criminal cases against law-abiding, decent people.

Continue reading...

21.10.2025 - More long jail sentences, removals of citizenship

Forum 18 - Courts handed at least 3 Jehovah's Witnesses long jail terms for exercising
freedom of religion since September. A Samara court jailed Samvel Babayan for 7 years.
A Saransk court jailed Ivan Neverov for 7 years, Mikhail Shevchuk for 6 years 6 months.
Neither the court nor the Prosecutor's Office would explain the long jail terms or who
Neverov and Shevchuk might have harmed. Interior Ministry officials rescinded Irina
Khvostova's citizenship. Within minutes of release from prison on 13 October, police took
Armenian citizen Vardan Zakaryan to prepare his expulsion.

In a typical recent case, a court in Saransk, capital of the Republic of Mordoviya, handed
two Jehovah's Witnesses long prison sentences on 19 September for exercising their
freedom of religion or belief. It jailed 39-year-old Ivan Neverov for 7 years and 38-year-
old Mikhail Shevchuk for 6 years and 6 months. The court convicted them on charges of
"Organisation of the activities of a banned extremist organisation". Prosecutors had
requested 9 years' imprisonment for Neverov, and 8 years for Shevchuk.

Continue reading...

20.10.2025 - Another Jehovah's Witness tortured during arrest

Forum 18 - Armed National Guard personnel tortured 58-year-old Mikhail Proshenkov
with a stun gun while searching his home on 3 September. Proshenkov was one of five
Jehovah's Witnesses arrested during early-morning raids in Saratov. The National Guard
in Saratov did not respond to Forum 18's questions on the torture, while Saratov Region
Human Rights Commissioner Nadezhda Sukhova refused to answer. On two successive
days, Zelenokumsk prison administration forced 60-year-old Jehovah's Witness Anna
Safronova to stand for over 10 hours. Officials refused to open a criminal case against
the perpetrators.

Armed National Guard personnel tortured 58-year-old Jehovah's Witness Mikhail
Proshenkov with a stun gun while searching his home on 3 September. Proshenkov was
one of five Jehovah's Witnesses arrested during early-morning raids on several
households in Saratov. Investigators subsequently charged the five with organising the
activities of a banned "extremist" organisation for continuing to meet for worship.

Continue reading....

17.10.2025 - Court in Uray convicted Andrey Sazonov for the third time.

JW - Andrey Sazonov ordered to pay 450,000 rubles — this was the verdict heard on
October 17, 2025, by one of Jehovah's Witnesses from Uray. It is the third time that the
Uray City Court has found him guilty in the same case of extremism.

From the early 2000s, Andrey Sazonov worked at a local heat supply company and at the

time of his arrest was the first deputy general director. He lost his job due to the
prosecution. "When the criminal case began," says Andrey, "the director and colleagues
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immediately began signing a petition so that I would not be taken into custody. Within
just half an hour, about 80 people had signed.

Continue reading...

Religious repression denounced at the annual OSCE
human rights conference in Warsaw

Statement of SOVA Center at the 2015 OSCE "Warsaw Human Dimension
Meeting” attended by dozens of NGOs and the country delegations of the 57
Participating States.

HRWF (27.10.2025) - “"Dear moderator, dear participants, I would like to draw your
attention to several issues concerning freedom of religion or belief in Russia today.

1.The list of religious organizations declared 'undesirable’ in Russia kept
growing. Last year, Brigham Young University, founded by the Church of Jesus Christ
ofLatter-day Saints, and the charitable foundation “Peace unto All” (“Friede Allene.V."),
which provides help for anti-war Russian Orthodox clergy priests, were addedto this list.

Followers of organizations already on the list were subjected to administrative and
criminal prosecution more often. We are seeing new cases being initiated. Criminal
sentences have been passed, including actual prison terms.

For example, in Moscow, a court sentenced Mikhail Koval, Ilona Nagornova, and
Nadezhda Ukhova to three to four years in prison for cooperation with the All-Ukrainian
Spiritual Center Renaissance and its charitable arm.

2.More religious figures, both clergy and laity, were declared “foreign
agents.” At the beginning of October, the list included nine priests. Most of them had
already been forced to leave Russia by the time they were added to the list.

3.The tightening of migration policy has resulted in increased pressure on
Muslim communities. Law enforcement agencies have been increasingly conducting
raids to identify illegal migrants. These raids were often involving right-wing extremist
organizations to participate. These raids often disrupt religious services. Muslim prayer
houses in various regions are being closed or suspended. This is happening especially
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often in Moscow and the Moscow region, which had been experiencing a shortage of
mosques even before.

Supported by a mass media campaign, these actions project an image of Muslims as
enemies and contribute to the growth of xenophobic sentiment: this year, we are
observing an increase in vandalism against Muslim sites.

4.The unlawful persecution of religious organizations deemed 'extremist’
continues. Jehovah's Witnesses face the most severe persecution among these groups,
with many members receiving real prison sentences merely for practicing their faith. As
of early October 2025, 160 believers were incarcerated in penal colonies and pre-trial
detention centers.

Representatives of other religious organizations and movements are also persecuted,
albeit on a smaller scale.

Our recommendations for OSCE Member States

1. To abandon the practice of recognizing organizations as extremist and banning
organizations on the basis of their doctrine as such, including the assertion of the
superiority of their religion over others. And, accordingly, abandon the practice of
prosecuting followers of the relevant religious movements for religious meetings and joint
prayers as participation in banned organizations. (In Russia, this applies, for example, to
Jehovah's Witnesses, followers of Said Nursi (banned as the Nurcular organization),
Tablighi Jamaat, and Alla Ayat).

2. To abandon bans on books and other religious materials on similar grounds. It is even
better not to use the mechanism of creating a list of banned books and other materials at
all.

3. To abandon the use of the concepts of "undesirable organization," "foreign agent," and
similar defamatory labels that are not based on clear legal criteria, including in relation to
religious associations.

4. Show respect for places of worship when conducting police operations. Avoid shutting
down places of worship without proof of criminal activity by its clergy or administration.

Human Rights Without Frontiers FORB Newsletter | Russia Im



Religious issues and persecution: Bimonthly Digest
October 01-15

15.10.2025 - New searches at homes of Jehovah’'s Witnesses in Birobidzhan.

JW - On October 9, 2025, law enforcement officers raided the homes of three female
believers in Birobidzhan. One of them, Yelena Shestopalova, 60, is the mother
of Vladlena Kukavitsa, who has been on trial for her faith for over a year.

Yelena was getting ready to go to her daughter's trial when her house was searched. It
happened at 7 a.m. Her husband, who was ill with SARS, was also in the apartment.
Around the same time, searches took place at the homes of two other women and lasted
from 1.5 to 3 hours. One of them was detained at her workplace. Electronic devices,
Bibles, and personal notes were seized from the believers.

Continue reading...

14.10.2025 - Freedom for 5 minutes — Vardan Zakaryan has served his
sentence for his faith and awaits deportation to Armenia

JW - On October 13, 2025, Vardan Zakaryan's imprisonment came to an end. After
leaving the penal colony, he met his friends who had come to support him. The long-
awaited meeting lasted only about 5 minutes — the believer was taken to a deportation
center, where he is awaiting removal to his homeland.

In total, Zakaryan spent almost 5 years in various forms of detention. It all started with a
violent search of his home in Moscow, after which the believer was hospitalized with
concussion. He has not been free since: from the hospital he was taken to a temporary
detention facility, then he was placed under house arrest for 2.5 years, after that about a
year in a Moscow pretrial detention center and the rest of the term in penal colony No. 4
in Torzhok.

Continue reading...

14.10.2025 - A sentence was handed down in St. Petersburg for a quote from
the Koran near the church

Sova - On October 14, 2025, it became known that the Magistrate's Court of the Judicial
District N 153 of St. Petersburg sentenced 23-year-old Tatiana Kashirskaya, a graduate
of the Institute of Music, Theater and Choreography of Herzen University. The court
handed down a sentence under Part 2 of Article 214 of the Criminal Code (vandalism).

According to the court materials, on July 30, Kashirskaya wrote an inscription on the arch
near the church of St. Blessed Xenia of St. Petersburg, referring to the verse of the
Koran, which contains a call for the persecution of polytheists, with the help of aerosol
paint. According to the press service, she did it for money, acting by agreement with an
unknown person.

Continue reading....
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13.10.2025 - Penalty for storing a banned Islamic book in the KCR

Sova - On September 26, 2025, the Adyga-Khablsky District Court of Karachay-
Cherkessia fined Faruk Kadad a thousand rubles under Art. 20.29 Administrative Code
(mass distribution of extremist materials or their storage for mass distribution).

The reason was the discovery of the book of the Salafi theologian from Saudi Arabia
Muhammad ibn Salih al-Usaymin "Comments on the Three Foundations" at his home
(second edition; Cairo, 2014). This publication was recognized as extremist in 2016 and
included in the Federal List of Extremist Materials.

The court decided to confiscate the book.

Continue reading...

09.10.2025 - In Timashevsk, the prosecutor's office is trying to liquidate the
Baptist community

Sova - On September 26, 2025, it became known that in Timashevsk, Krasnodar
Territory, the prosecutor's office appealed to the court with a claim to liquidate the
religious group of the International Union of Churches of Evangelical Christian Baptists
(MSC EHB).

In June, representatives of the prosecutor's office conducted a
comprehensive inspection of the community's activities and established that the religious
group was operating without notifying the authorities of the start of activities.

Continue reading...

09.10.2025 - The sentence of Jehovah's Witnesses from Birobidjan has been
approved

Sova - Earlier, Anatoly Artamonov and Alexander Krushevsky were found guilty by chch.
1.1 and 2 Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code and sentenced to five years of suspended
imprisonment.

On October 2, 2025, the Court of the Jewish Autonomous Region confirmed the
sentence of Jehovah's Witnesses Anatoly Artamonov and Alexander Krushevsky under
Parts 2 and 1.1 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code (participation in the activities of an
extremist organization and involvement in it).

Continue reading...

07.10.2025 - Court found one more peaceful believer from Karachayevo-
Circassia extremist.

JW - A 3-year suspended sentence — this punishment was imposed on Svetlana
Ogoreva, 41, from Mednogorskiy by the Zelenchukskiy District Court on October 1, 2025.
Attending peaceful meetings for worship and talking about her faith was enough to find
her guilty of participating in the activity of an extremist organization.

In her final statement before Judge Fatima Borlakova, Svetlana said: "Although my
health has suffered greatly from this unfair and unlawful criminal prosecution, I feel the
support of my God and friends and I am sure that whatever the outcome of this case, I
will continue to feel this support. [...] And I'm sure if my dad were alive, he would be
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proud of me. After all, I am not standing before the court for a bad deed, but for my faith
in God."

Continue reading...

03.10.2025 - Jehovah's Withesses from Komsomolsk-on-Amur were sentenced
to from 2 to 6 years of suspended imprisonment

Sova - On October 1, 2025, the Komsomolsky District Court of the Khabarovsk Territory
announced the sentence to 10 Jehovah's Witnesses. Believers Mikhail Dorofeev, Nikolai
Kovadnev and Radion Shitov, accused under Part 1 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code
(organization of the activities of an extremist organization), imposed six years of
suspended imprisonment and a ban on activities related to the leadership and
participation in the work of public organizations for four years.

Continue reading...

03.10.2025 - "We prayed and discussed the Bible."

JW - On October 1, 2025, 10 Jehovah's Witnesses from Khabarovsk Territory were
convicted at the same time. "The charge for extremism is based on the testimony of
interested persons and the assumptions put forward by them, which are not confirmed
by evidence," said one of the defendants expressing the collective position.

Judge Aleksandr Sokolov gave suspended sentences of 6 years to Mikhail Dorofeev,
Nikolay Kovadnev and Radion Shitov and 2 years to Vasiliy Bondarev and his mother
Irina, Sergey and Ulita Sachnev, Svetlana Zharkova, Marina Voytko and Ivan Nikitin. The
prosecutor requested up to 7 years in a penal colony for everyone.

Continue reading...
01.10.2025 - New searches in Vladivostok. Already more than 30 local believers
are being prosecuted for their beliefs

JW - The investigation charged four Jehovah's Witnesses from Vladivostok, including
three elderly, with extremism. This happened on September 17, 2025, immediately after
searches in the homes of peaceful believers.

Vyacheslav Yudin, 68, Sergey Isupov, 66, Sergey Chikichev, 64, and Andrey Yavniy, 58,
do not agree with the charges. The latter appealed the charge in court. "Simply
participating in a meeting for worship or reading the Bible is not a crime," he said.

Continue reading...

Religious issues and persecution: Bimonthly Digest
September 16-30

02.10.2025 - Moscow reaches out to Buddhists abroad but faces problems with

them at home
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Jamestown.org - " Moscow is expanding its efforts to use Buddhists within the Russian
Federation to expand its influence in Buddhist countries abroad, despite facing growing
problems among its own Buddhist population due to its divided response to the war
against Ukraine.

While it can still field Buddhist leaders ready to parrot Moscow’s line, the Kremlin can no
longer count on unity because its moves against anti-war Buddhists have split this faith
community and led it to become, in the words of some, “a protest religion.”

Continue reading...

29.09.2025 - The International Buddhist Forum in Russia

Asianews - The third International Buddhist Forum on the theme of ‘The Buddhist World
in the New Millennium’ was held in Elista, capital of the Russian republic of Kalmykia near
the Urals, welcoming guests from across the Russian Federation and 35 countries around
the world. The Forum opened with a spectacular musical show on ‘Nomadic Peoples’ by
director Andrey Boltenko, set against panoramic views of the steppe projected on large
screens and performances by the best artists of Kalmykia, the only predominantly
Buddhist region in the European part of Russia, following the migration of Asian peoples
in the 17th century.

Continue reading...

29.09.2025 - Mass searches in Khakassia and Krasnoyarsk Territory. Three
believers sent to pretrial detention Center

JW - The homes of about 25 families of Jehovah's Witnesses in the villages of Mayna and
Cheremushki (Khakassia) were searched, and at least 45 people were interrogated.
Three believers — Viktor Timoshchenko, Aleksandr Gorev and Yevgeniy Bagin — were
taken into custody. Investigative measures initiated by the FSB of Russia have been
carried out since September 23, 2025.

Mayna and Cheremushki are urban settlements with a total population of about 12,000
people, located on the banks of the Yenisei, not far from the Sayano-Shushenskaya
hydroelectric power station. During the searches, which began at 6 a.m., phones and
electronic devices were confiscated from believers. Jehovah's Witnesses were
interrogated in Sayanogorsk — those from Mayna during the day, and those from
Cheremushki close to midnight.

Continue reading....

29.09.2025 - In KhMAO, the prosecutor's office will identify students in hijabs
Sova - On August 30, 2025, it became known that the prosecutor's office of
Nizhnevartovsk plans to conduct inspections of educational institutions for students
wearing religious clothing. If students are found in religious clothing, including hijabs and
nikabahs, the heads of institutions will be held accountable.

This was reported by a resident of Nizhnevartovsk, who received a corresponding
notification from the child's class teacher.

Continue reading...
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26.08.2025 - Holy war: How Russia recruited Orthodox priests to sway
Moldavia's voters

Reuters - Russia paid for Moldovan Orthodox priests to make Moscow pilgrimages and
gave them debit cards loaded with hundreds of dollars on their return home. In
exchange, priests created Telegram channels to influence Moldova's elections, warning
against integration with the European Union and promoting traditional values over ‘gay
Europe.’

Continue reading...

22.09.2025 - Court in Saransk sent two more Jehovah's Witnesses to penal
colony

JW - On September 19, 2025, the court announced the decision in the case of Ivan
Neverov and Mikhail Shevchuk, whose family of Jehovah's Witnesses were repressed in
Soviet times. The court sentenced Ivan Neverov to 7 years in a penal colony and Mikhail
Shevchuk to 6.5 years. They were taken into custody in the courtroom.

Back in 2016, before the liquidation of the organization of Jehovah's Witnesses in Russia,
Neverov and Shevchuk were eyewitnesses to searchesin a building for worship. "Riot
police and officers of the Center for Counteracting Extremism came and again planted
literature," Ivan recalls.

Continue reading...

22.09.2025 - In Kostroma, a Pentecostal communist was fined for "illegal
missionary work"

Sova - On September 18, 2025, it became known that the magistrate's court of the
judicial district N 4 of the Sverdlovsk judicial district of Kostroma fined Dmitry Kuzmin,
deputy of the Kostroma Regional Duma and the Duma of the city of Kostroma, for "illegal
missionary work" from the Communist Party of the Russian Federation.

According to the court, Kuzmin, being a Christian of the evangelical faith and a candidate
for deputies of the city and regional parliaments, conducted missionary activities in a
non-designated premises without permits from a religious organization.

Continue reading...

19.09.2025 - A college teacher in Cherkessk was fined for banned literature

Sova - In September, it became known that on August 1, 2025, the Cherkess City Court
of Karachay-Cherkessia fined Salih Botashev, a teacher of the local technical college, a
thousand rubles. He was found guilty under Art. 20.29 Administrative Code (production
and distribution of prohibited materials).

According to the court decision, during the inspection of Botashev's home, law
enforcement officers found banned literature from him. We are talking about the
publications "Fundamentals of Islam", "Pillars of Islam and Faith", "How we understand
monotheism", "Three principles and their proofs", "The fortres of a Muslim. From the
words of remembrance of Allah, found in the Qur'an and Sunnah", "Islam: ideas,
movements, changes" and "The personality of a Muslim, in the form that seeks to give it
Islam with the help of the Qur'an and Sunnah".
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Continue reading...

18.09.2025 - Court sentences mother of disabled child for talking on Bible
Topics

JW - On September 16, 2025, the court gave Yuliya Pasynkova, 34, a 5-year suspended
sentence. Her husband, Aleksey, is already serving a suspended sentence for his faith,
and her mother-in-law, Tatyana, is also being tried. "Being prosecuted for your faith in
God is unnatural," the believer said.

The Pasynkovs are raising a son with a disability. His illness is incurable. "Timofey is
deprived of a normal life. He cannot say what he thinks, what he feels or what he wants,"
the believer told the court, "he cannot be left alone even for 5 minutes." Yuliya had to
travel 150 kilometers from home to the hearings, which made the trial even more
exhausting for the whole family.

Continue reading...

18.09.2025 - A Baptist pastor was fined in Blagoveshchensk for "illegal
missionary work"

Sova - On September 16, 2025, it became known that on August 1, the magistrate's
court in the Blagoveshchensk city judicial district N 8 ruled on the case of "illegal
missionary work". On September 8, the Blagoveshchensk City Court confirmed this
decision.

The Magistrate's Court found the presbyter of the local church of the International Union
of Evangelical Christian Baptist churches Vladislav Girko guilty under Part 4 of Art. 5.26
of the Administrative Code (implementation of missionary activity in violation of the
requirements of the legislation on freedom of conscience, freedom of religion and
religious associations) and fined him five thousand rubles.

Continue reading...

16.09.2025 - "I will not stop being a christian” — Anastasiya Gaytur,
descendant of victims of repression, convicted for her beliefs

JW - On September 15, 2025, Judge Andrey Petrov found Anastasiya Gaytur, 29, guilty
of extremism and fined her 300,000 rubles. "Faced with criminal prosecution for my faith,
I feel that they artificially want to make me a criminal", she said in the Kurgan City
Court.

Anastasiya argued her position as follows: "There is not a single negative aspect in the
case, there are no people whose lives I would have ruined. Even the witnesses for the
prosecution didn't say anything bad about me." According to the defense, during seven
court sessions which took place over 3 months, only the religious affiliation of the
believer was proved.

Continue reading...
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Religious issues and persecution: Bimonthly Digest
September 01-15

15.09.2025 - Arson and pigheads near the Chelyabinsk mosque

Sova - On September 15, 2025, it became known about several videos posted on social
networks, in which young people demonstrate a pig's head left on the territory of the
mosque. Most likely, we are talking about the mosque of the village of Chesma in the
Chelyabinsk region.

One of the videos is dated August 31, the other - September 12. In a later video, a
young man in black clothes and a mask also sets fire to the mosque building. Insults and
aggressive comments can be heard behind the scenes.

According to the assumption of one of the Telegram channels that republished these
videos, the attackers could be associated with the terrorist neo-Nazi association NS/WP
recognized in Russia.

Continue reading...

12.09.2025 - A resident of Karachay-Cherkessia was fined for keeping a
brochure "How to Accept Islam" in a car

Sova - Rasul Suyunchev was brought to justice under Art. 20.29 of the Administrative
Code.

On September 8, 2025, the Zelenchuk District Court of Karachay-Cherkessia fined a
thousand rubles under Art. 20.29 Administrative Code (storage of extremist materials for
mass distribution) Rasul Suyunchev.

It follows from the court order that a brochure "How to Accept Islam" was found in
Suyunchev's car, which is included in the Federal List of Extremist Materials under
number 1920 - this publication was banned in 2013 by the Krasnoyarsk District Court of
the Astrakhan Region. At the same time, Suyunchev confirmed that he offered his
acquaintances to read the book.

Continue reading...

11.09.2025 - "And finally we meet" — Konstantin Sannikov fully served his
sentence for faith

JW - After being separated for 5 years, Konstantin Sannikov, 55, father of four, was
reunited with his family at the gates of the penal colony in Almetyevsk. On September
10, 2025, he completed the sentence imposed by a court for his religious beliefs as one

of Jehovah's Witnesses.

"In our letters, my wife, Ira, and I compared being in prison to a long opaque glass,"
Konstantin recalls. "It was as if we saw only a silhouette of each other and walked along
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the glass: she on one side, me on the other. We told each other, "It will end someday."
And finally, we met and hugged."

Continue reading...

11.09.2025 - Five believers arrested after raid against Jehovah's Witnesses in
Saratov

JW - On September 3 and 4, 2025, law enforcement officers conducted searches at at
least five addresses of Jehovah's Witnesses in Saratov and the village of Anastasino. As
part of a new criminal case, five believers aged 29 to 58 were detained.

The raid began at about 6 p.m. Law enforcement officers broke into the home of one
believer's family at 1:30 a.m. The Criminal Procedural Code allows a search at night only
under urgent circumstances, but in this case the court had given permission at the end of
August to carry out the search. FSB officers seized electronic devices and storage media,
as well as personal notes.

Continue reading...

09.09.2025 - Court in Crimea sent a fourth-generation Jehovah's Witness to
penal colony for 6 years

JW - For decades Viktor Ursu's great-grandfather, grandfather and father were
persecuted for their faith. Now Viktor has been sent to a penal colony for 6 years. Yelena
Nikolayeva, judge of the Dzhankoyskiy District Court, announced the verdict on
September 8, 2025. The 60-year-old believer was taken into custody in the courtroom.

"I am not a criminal and not an extremist," Viktor Ursu said. "I have been living in
Dzhankoy for more than 50 years, I have been working as a milling machine operator at
the same company for 40 years. I look after my parents." Ursu's lawyer noted: "I would
describe him as a very kind person from the upper working class. He has excellent
references from his employer, who was not afraid to provide the court with documents
that he was needed as a specialist in the company."

Continue reading...

08.09.2025 - Jehovah's Withness Viladimir Skachidub released after almost 4
years imprisonment

JW - On September 5, 2025, 63-year-old Vladimir Skachidub left the penal colony where
he served time for peacefully practicing his faith. His wife and friends met him when he
arrived at the railway station in Tikhoretsk, which is near his native village of
Pavlovskaya.

Vladimir has been behind bars since October 2021. He served his sentencein a penal
colony in the village of Stenkino, Ryazan Region, which is 1200 kilometers from his
home. Skachidub applied for parole, but the court refused him, despite awards he
received for conscientious work.

Continue reading...

05.09.2025 - Protestant pastor jailed for 2022 anti-war sermon
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Forum 18 - On 3 September, Balashikha City Court jailed 63-year-old Pastor Nikolay
Romanyuk for 4 years for a 2022 sermon that Russia's invasion of Ukraine was "not our
war". "Yes, I gave a sermon in which I touched on military, albeit forced, murder. I do
not retract what I said", he told the court in his final speech. The court did not answer
Forum 18's question why the judge imposed such a long jail sentence, given his age and
health problems. Buddhist leader Ilya Vasilyev's appeal against his 8-year jail term is due
on 10 September.

Protestant pastor Nikolay Romanyuk has become the first person to be convicted of
"Public calls to implement activities directed against the security of the Russian
Federation, or to obstruct the exercise by government bodies and their officials of their
powers to ensure the security of the Russian Federation" for criticising Russia's war
against Ukraine from a religious perspective. Others have been jailed on different specific
charges for opposing Russia's war from a religious perspective.

Continue reading...

04.09.2025 - Pastor Nikolai Romanyuk has been sentenced

Sova - On September 3, 2025, the Balashikha City Court of the Moscow Region
sentenced the 63-year-old pastor of the Church of Christians of the Evangelical Faith
"Holy Trinity Church" Nikolai Romanyuk to four years of a general regime colony and a
three-year ban on pastoral activity. He was found guilty under subparagraphs "b" and "c"
of Part 2 of Art. 280.4 of the Criminal Code (public calls for activities directed against the
security of the state, carried out using official position and the Internet).

The reason for Romanyuk's criminal prosecution was an anti-war sermon, which he read
on September 25, 2022. The pastor criticized the idea of Pentecostal participation in
hostilities.

Continue reading...

02.09.2025 - Oksana Chausova, one of Jehovah's Witnesses from Kursk,
released

JW - On August 29, 2025, Oksana Chausova was released after 751 days spent under
various forms of restriction of freedom — house arrest, prohibition of certain actions,
imprisonment in a pretrial detention center and in a penal colony. Her husband, Dmitriy,
also convicted for his faith, could not meet her, as he is still under restrictions.

Looking back, Oksana recalls that the living conditions in the detention center were not
easy. The cell was so dirty that it took her several days to clean it. Furthermore, it was
so cold that she had to wear warm clothes and even sleep in her jacket.

Continue reading...
02.09.2025 - The sentence of Jehovah's Witness from Chelyabinsk was
approved

Sova - The believer Maxim Khamatshin was found guilty of organizing the activities of an
extremist organization.

On September 1, 2025, the Chelyabinsk Regional Court left unchanged the sentence of
Jehovah's Witness Maxim Khamatshin, which was handed down on April 3, 2025 by the
Soviet District Court of Chelyabinsk. The believer is sentenced to six years in a general
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regime colony with subsequent restriction of liberty for a year and deprivation of the
right to engage in activities related to the leadership and participation in the work of
religious organizations, for six years under Part 1 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code
(organization of the activities of an extremist organization).

Continue reading...

01.09.2025 - Russian-imposed punishments for meeting for worship, sharing
faith

Forum 18 - Russian Police and Anti-Extremism Police in occupied Ukraine raided Council
of Churches Baptist worship meetings, on 8 June in Krasnodon and on 10 August in
Sverdlovsk. Russian-controlled Krasnodon Town Court fined Pastor Vladimir Rytikov a
month's average wages for "missionary activity" for leading his unregistered church.
Courts are known to have punished for "missionary activity" 1 person in May, 1 in June, 3
in July and 2 in August. In one case, the Judge ordered destroyed Bibles and hymnbooks
seized from Oksana Volyanskaya. Courts also punished at least 3 religious communities.

The Russian occupation authorities continue to raid places of worship, particularly those
of the Council of Churches Baptists. Their congregations choose not to seek official
registration in any country where they operate. They also refuse to notify the authorities
of the start of their activity. Russian officials claim that their exercise of freedom of
religion or belief - including meeting for worship or sharing their faith - is therefore
illegal.

Continue reading...

Religious issues and persecution: Bimonthly Digest
August 16-31

29.08.2025 - Occupied Ukraine: Criminal case against Jehovah's Witness
"leader"

Forum 18 - Russian officials in occupied Donetsk Region arrested and charged a man
identified only as K. for being a "leader of the banned religious organisation Jehovah's
Witnesses". The Russian-controlled Donetsk Supreme Court said he had been active in
the organisation the Russians deem "extremist" between 2018 and 2023. A Donetsk
court ordered two months' pre-trial detention. If convicted, he faces up to six years in
jail. "No individual should be criminally charged or detained simply for practising their
religion", UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres declared in a May report on Russian-
occupied Ukraine.

On 26 August, the Russian-controlled Donetsk Supreme Court announced that a man it
identified only as K. is facing criminal charges of "participating in a banned extremist
organisation”. If convicted, he faces a possible maximum six-year jail term. It described
the man - who has been ordered held in pre-trial detention for two months - as a "leader
of the banned religious organisation Jehovah's Witnesses".
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Continue reading...

29.08.2025 - New searches and criminal case in Crimea. It is the largest raid
against believers of the year yet

JW - On August 27, 2025, Crimean law enforcement officers conducted searches at the
homes of local Jehovah's Witnesses. A criminal case has been opened against one of
them, Vladimir Chertov, 52. He is accused of "organizing the activities of an extremist
organization." The man was detained.

A total of 11 searches took place. The raid affected at least 19 believers from Alushta,
the villages of Partenit and Lazurnoye. Some of them were led by employees of the
Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation Andrey Kirov, who initiated the
criminal prosecution, and Adel Abzalilov. During the searches, electronic devices,
communication equipment, books, notebooks and personal records were seized.

Continue reading...

29.08.2025 - In Cheboksary, a Muslim student was fined for "illegal missionary
work"

Sova - On June 9, 2025, it became known that a case of "illegal missionary" was opened
in Cheboksary against a 22-year-old student, a native of Central Asia.

During the warning and preventive measures to prevent the spread of extremist currents
in the region, officers of the Federal Security Service and the Prosecutor's Office of the
Moscow district of Cheboksary discovered an illegal prayer room in one of the premises of
an educational institution, in which an unregistered religious group united by the ideas of
radical Islam operated.

Protocols have been drawn up for the student-organizer under Art. 5.26 (violation of the
legislation on freedom of conscience, freedom of religion and religious associations) and
19.7 of the Administrative Code (failure to provide data (information)).

Continue reading...

28.08.2025 - In Bryansk, a Baptist was fined for "illegal missionary work"

Sova - In June 2025, it became known that on May 23, the believer Viktor Seregin, who
participated in the home Sunday service of Baptist Christians in March, was fined in
Bryansk.

The Magistrate's Court found him guilty under Part 4 of Art. 5.26 of the Administrative
Code (implementation of missionary activities in violation of the requirements of the
legislation on freedom of conscience, freedom of religion and religious associations) and
imposed a penalty in the form of a fine of 10 thousand rubles.

The offense, according to the court, consisted in the fact that Seregin held a service in
his house, without permits for missionary activities, and the house had religious
literature.

Continue reading...

26.08.2025 - The Ministry of Justice listed an Orthodox priest as a foreign agent
and a TV channel about Islam
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Sova - On August 22, 2025, the Ministry of Justice once again replenished the register of
foreign agents. Among them, in particular, were an Orthodox priest and an Islamic TV
channel.

Archpriest Andrei Kordochkin, a regular cleric of the Madrid Diocese of the Russian
Orthodox Church, was counted among the foreign agents. The Ministry of Justice
indicated that the priest "spread unreliable information about the decisions made by the
public authorities of the Russian Federation and their policies, as well as about the
Russian Orthodox Church. He opposed the special military operation in Ukraine", and also
distributed materials of foreign agents and cooperated with recognized undesirable
organizations.

Continue reading...

22.08.2025 - The case of the pastor of the church of the HVE, who allowed anti-
war statements in the sermon, is being investigated in the Moscow region

Sova - The case against Pastor Nikolai Romanyuk was initiated under Art. 280.4 UK.

On October 18, 2024, law enforcement officers detained the pastor of the Holy Trinity
Church of Christians of the Evangelical Faith in Balashikha Nikolai Romanyuk. A criminal
case was opened against him under Art. 280.4 of the Criminal Code (public calls for
activities directed against state security). On October 20, the court placed him in a pre-
trial detention center.

During the search, the pastor was hit on the head with a butt, although he did not resist.
As a result, he was deaf in one ear. Later it became known that Romanyuk had a
microstroke in the detention center.

Continue reading...

21.08.2025 - A mosque was set on fire in Bashkiria

Gazeta - An unknown person set fire to a mosque on Sovietskaya Street in the Bashkir
city of Blagoveshchensk. This is reported by the Baza Telegram channel.

Eyewitnesses reported that the young man threw a bottle with an incendiary mixture
near the entrance to the sanctuary. The area of the fire was 10 square meters, the fire
was extinguished. The alleged arsonist escaped.

Footage from the scene was also published by the Telegram channel "Be careful, news".
In the video you can see a fire truck approaching the place of fire.

Continue reading...

20.08.2025 - In Obninsk, they tried to set fire to the synagogue again. Suspects
in arson have been detained

Sova - On August 13, 2025, in Obninsk, vandals threw three bottles with an incendiary
mixture into the synagogue building. The neo-Nazi association NS/WP, banned in the
Russian Federation, took responsibility for the arson attempt. A criminal case has been
initiated under Art. 213 of the Criminal Code. On August 20, 2025, it became known
about the detention of two suspects in arson.

On the night of August 12-13, 2025, unknown persons tried to set fire to a local
synagogue in Obninsk, Kaluga region.

It is reported that at least three bottles with an incendiary mixture were thrown into the
building, damaging the entrance.
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Continue reading...

20.08.2025 - Council of Churches Baptist communities banned

Forum18 - of Churches congregations, with prosecutors seeking more. Neither Krasnodar
Regional Prosecutor's Office nor Kurganinsk District Court responded to Forum 18 as to
why they had been involved in prohibiting the church's activities.

Courts in Russia have prohibited the activities of several Council of Churches Baptist
communities because of their refusal to seek any form of state registration. Prosecutors
are seeking similar bans on at least another three, Forum 18 has found. Once a court
ruling enters legal force, church leaders are at risk of fines if they continue to conduct
worship services, and bailiffs may seal church buildings, preventing access by
congregations.

Continue reading...

19.08.2025 - The defense of the shaman Gabyshev managed to reach a decision
to mitigate the type of treatment

Sova - On June 20, 2025, the Primorsky Regional Court satisfied the appeal of the
defense of the shaman Alexander Gabyshev against the decision of the Ussuri District
Court of April 11, 2025 to refuse to transfer Gabyshev to a milder type of treatment.

Earlier, the court had already decided to transfer the shaman to a general psychiatric
hospital, but the prosecutor's office challenged this decision. After re-reviewing the case,
the court again refused to mitigate the type of treatment, but the defense challenged this
decision, and now Gabyshev will be transferred to a general psychiatric hospital.

On August 5, Gabyshev's lawyer Alexander Pryanishnikov reported that the shaman,
despite the decision on transfer, continues to be in a special type hospital.

Continue reading...

19.08.2025 - Ioann Kurmoyarov is recognized as a foreign agent

Sova - On August 15, 2025, the Ministry of Justice of the Russian Federation included
former priest John Kurmoyarov in the list of persons recognized as foreign agents.

The website of the Ministry of Justice reports that he "spread inaccurate information
about the decisions taken by the public authorities of the Russian Federation and their
policies, as well as about the Russian Orthodox Church. He opposed the special military
operation in Ukraine, disseminated inaccurate information aimed at forming a negative
image of the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation," and also distributed materials of
other foreign agents.

Recall that earlier Kurmoyarov was convicted under the article for "fakes" about the army

and could not challenge this sentence.
Kurmoyarov left Russia.

18.08.2025 - The Moscow court sentenced a radio amateur to 3 years in a
colony in the case of incitement to hatred because of statements about Muslims
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Zona media - The Preobrazhensky District Court of Moscow sentenced 62-year-old
Valentin Bushuev to 3 years in a general regime colony in the case of incitement to
hatred with the threat of violence. This was reported by Sotavision.

He was also fined 150 thousand rubles on charges of insulting the feelings of believers,
but the court released Bushuev from this punishment due to the expiration of the statute
of limitations.

According to the prosecution, on June 1, 2023, Bushuev, using the call sign Rv3anu,
went on the radio, where he said offensive words that another person recorded and
published on YouTube. In September 2023, this recording was transferred to the FSB by
the president of the Union of Radio Amateurs of Russia.

Continue reading...

Religious issues and persecution: Bimonthly Digest
August 01-15

12.08.2025 - The case of the Jehovah's Witness from Birobidzhan was received
in court

Sova - On August 5, 2025, the Birobidzhansky District Court of the Jewish Autonomous
Region received the case of Jehovah's Witness Igor Prityko, who is accused under Part 2
of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code (participation in the activities of an extremist
organization).

The case was initiated on May 28, 2025, the next day Prityko was interrogated by the
Investigative Committee as a suspect. The investigator took a non-depart from him.

Continue reading...

12.08.2025 - The Chelyabinsk Regional Court reduced the prison sentence of
Jehovah's Withesses by six months

Sova - On August 5, 2025, the Chelyabinsk Regional Court changed the sentence of
Jehovah's Witness Andrei Shurygin, found guilty under Part 1 of Art. 282.2 of the
Criminal Code (organization of the activities of an extremist organization).

On May 12, 2025, the Soviet District Court of Chelyabinsk sentenced Shurygin to five and
a half years in prison. As additional penalties, the court imposed five and a half years of
deprivation of the right to engage in activities related to the management of religious
organizations and participation in their work, as well as a year of restriction of liberty.
Shurygin was taken into custody in the courtroom.

Continue reading...
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11.08.2025 - The prosecution requested from 4 to 7 years of colony to
Jehovah's Withesses from Komsomolsk-on-Amur

Sova - On August 6, 2025, during a debate in the Komsomolsky District Court of the
Khabarovsk Territory, the prosecutor requested punishment of 10 Jehovah's Witnesses.
Believers Mikhail Dorofeev, Nikolai Kovadnev and Radion Shitov, accused under Part 1 of
Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code (organization of the activities of an extremist
organization), the prosecutor asked to impose seven years in prison, and the rest of the
defendants in the case - spouses Ulita and Sergei Sachnev, Irina Bondareva and her son
Vasily, Marina Voitko, Ivan Nikitin and Svetlana Zharkova - four years of imprisonment
under Part 2 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code (participation in the activities of an
extremist organization).

Continue reading...

11.08.2025 - The Moscow City Court recognized the encyclopedic dictionary
"Islam in the North Caucasus" as extremist

Sova - On August 11, 2025, the Moscow City Court considered in one meeting and
satisfied the claim of the acting prosecutor of Moscow to recognize the encyclopedic
dictionary "Islam in the North Caucasus" as extremist material (Moscow: Publishing
House "Medina", 2023).

Information about the claims of the Moscow Prosecutor's Office to this publication,
published by the publishing house under the Spiritual Administration of Muslims of Russia
(DUM) of the Russian Federation, was disseminated in July by religious scholar and
"destructologist" Roman Silantyev, who previously demanded a ban on the Duma.’

Continue reading...

01.08.2025 - Another case of Jehovah's Witness has been sent to the Shadrinsk
court

Sova - On July 31, 2025, the SU IC of Russia in the Kurgan region reported that the case
of the 45-year-old Jehovah's Witnhess, accused under Part 2 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal
Code (participation in the activities of an extremist organization). Apparently, we are
talking about Igor Suslov.

According to Jehovah's Witnesses, the case against Suslov was initiated on June 23,
2025. The suspect himself came for interrogation from the Altai Territory to Kurgan. The
investigator took a non-depart from him.

Continue reading...

04.08.2025 - Yet another woman convicted in Krasnodar Territory Vasilina
Penskaya given 2-year suspended sentence for her faith in God

JW - On July 31, 2025, Roman Teplukhin, judge of the Vyselkovskiy District Court of the
Krasnodar Territory, issued a ruling in the case of 27-year-old Vasilina Penskaya. She
was found guilty of participating in the activity of an extremist organization and given a
suspended sentence.

Vasilina faced prosecution on religious grounds in February 2022, when searches were
carried out in her home, as well as in the home of her mother, Yelena Rumyantseva.
After 1 year and 4 months, Vasilina became a defendant in a criminal case and was
added to the Rosfinmonitoring list.
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Continue reading...

Four to seven years of detention against 10 Jehovah's
Witnesses requested by the prosecution

By Willy Fautré, Director of Human Rights Without Frontiers

The European Times (12.08.2025) - On August 6, 2025, during a debate in the
Komsomolsky District Court of the Khabarovsk Territory, the prosecutor requested
punishment of 10 Jehovah’s Witnesses. Believers Mikhail Dorofeev, Nikolai Kovadnev and
Radion Shitov, accused under Part 1 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code (organization of
the activities of an extremist organization), the prosecutor asked to impose seven years
in prison, and the rest of the defendants in the case - spouses Ulita and Sergei Sachney,
Irina Bondareva and her son Vasily, Marina Voitko, Ivan Nikitin and Svetlana Zharkova -
four years of imprisonment under Part 2 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code (participation
in the activities of an extremist organization).

The criminal case was initiated on May 4, 2023. On May 25 of the same year, mass
searches of Jehovah’s Witnesses were carried out in Komsomolsk-on-Amur in
Komsomolsk-on-Amur. According to the investigation, believers held religious meetings,
speeches and worship services - including with the help of Zoom.The case was submitted
to the court in October 2024.

Jehovah’s Witnesses are accused of involvement in the activities of an extremist
organization due to the fact that in April 2017 the Supreme Court of Russia decided to
recoghize the Management Center of Jehovah’s Withesses in Russia and 395 local
religious organizations as extremist.

This decision, which entailed mass persecution of believers under Art. 282.2 of the
Criminal Code, had no legal grounds, and it is to be regarded as a manifestation of
religious discrimination. In June 2022, the ECHR issued an order on the complaint of
Jehovah’s Witnesses, in which they recognized that the prohibition of their materials and
organizations and the persecution of believers contradict the Convention for the
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, and demanded to stop criminal
cases under Art. 282.2 Criminal Code against Jehovah’s Witnesses and release the
believers in prison.
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Religious issues and persecution: Bimonthly Digest July
16-31

31.07.2025 - Another case of Jehovah's Witness has been sent to the Shadrinsk
court

Sova - On July 31, 2025, the SU IC of Russia in the Kurgan region reported that the case
of the 45-year-old Jehovah's Witness, accused under Part 2 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal
Code (participation in the activities of an extremist organization). Apparently, we are
talking about Igor Suslov.

According to Jehovah's Witnesses, the case against Suslov was initiated on June 23,
2025. The suspect himself came for interrogation from the Altai Territory to Kurgan. The
investigator took a non-depart from him.

Continue reading...

30.07.2025 - Old Catholic priest fined for anti-war sermons

Forum 18 - Fr Aleksandr Khmelyov, an Old Catholic priest, left Russia on 11 July after
Telegram channels thought to be linked to state security services claimed investigators
were preparing further administrative and criminal cases against him possibly for
"creation of an extremist community" or "LGBT propaganda". Earlier that day, a St
Petersburg court fined him for "discrediting" the Russian Armed Forces in a February
2022 sermon. A spokesperson for the St Petersburg court system ignored Forum 18's
questions about why Fr Aleksandr's actions were considered "discreditation" of the Armed
Forces.

Continue reading...

30.07.2025 - Five years suspended for Bible discussions

JW - Five years suspended with restriction of freedom for 1.5 years — Judge Natalia
Shibanova sentenced Aleksandr Krushevskiy, 47, and Anatoliy Artamonov, 73, to such
term on July 29, 2025. She found the believers guilty of participating in the activities of
an extremist organization and involving others in it.

The first search at Krushevsky's house - there were three of them in total - took place
back in 2018. Artamonov's family was persecuted in 2019: then his daughter, Larisa,
and grandson, Yevgeniy Egorov, became the accused. In early 2024, the investigation
brought charges against Krushevskiy and Artamonov, citing hidden videos of their
conversations on biblical topics in a circle of friends.

Continue reading...

30.07.2025 - Large fines imposed on eight of Jehovah's Witnesses from Gryazi

JW - The Gryazi Town Court fined eight Jehovah's Witnesses, including two elderly
women aged 68 and 72, for talking about religion and participating in meetings for
worship. The fines vary from 250 to 550 thousand rubles. The trial lasted almost two
years and ended on July 28, 2025.

Valeriy Khmil, a father of three minors, recalls how four and a half years ago officers of
the Investigative Committee and riot police broke into his house: "It was early in the
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morning. The children were scared, although the law enforcement officers tried to behave
correctly." His wife, Kira, faced pressure during the search. "One of the masked law
enforcement officers said that if I don't testify, my husband will be imprisoned for ten
years.

Continue reading...

30.07.2025 - Court refused to release seriously ill Anatoliy Marunov from
colony, his family fear for his life

JW - On July 28, 2025, the Rasskazovskiy District Court of the Tambov Region refused to
reduce the sentence of Anatoliy Marunov, one of Jehovah's Witness, 71. "His illnesses
make further stay in the colony unbearable due to constant physical suffering," said
Marunov's lawyer. "There is a high probability that he will not survive the rest of his
term."

The formal reason for the refusal was an oral reprimand (the smallest possible
disciplinary sanction in the colony), which the believer was issued 2 weeks after the
lawyer applied to the court with a request to replace the punishment. According to the
administration of the colony, Marunov incorrectly made an inventory of the contents of
the duffel bag; At the same time, he was not told what exactly the discrepancy was. In
court, the representative of the colony also could not answer what exactly Anatoliy
indicated incorrectly.

Continue reading.....

28.07.2025 - The owner of a roadside cafe in the Novosibirsk region was fined
for a forbidden book in a prayer room

Sova - On July 14, 2025, the Karasuk District Court of the Novosibirsk Region fined two
thousand rubles under Art. 20.29 Administrative Code (storage of extremist materials for
mass distribution) Nazaket Babaev.

It follows from the court order that on May 16, in Babaeva's roadside cafe "U Nina", the
prosecutor's office and the FSB border department checked the legislation on combating
extremist activities and illegal migration. On the windowsill in the prayer room during the
inspection they found the edition of Said ali bin Wahf al-Kahtani's book "The Fortress of
the Muslim", included in the Federal List of Extremist Materials under number 2808.

Continue reading...

25.07.2025 - In Moscow, a follower of "Falun Gong" Minenkov was sentenced to
imprisonment

Sova - The court found her guilty under Part 3 of Art. 284.1 of the Criminal Code (the
implementation of the activities of a foreign or international non-governmental
organization, in respect of which a decision was made to recognize its activities as
undesirable on the territory of the Russian Federation) and sentenced it to four years in
prison, and also deprived her of the right to engage in public and political activities,
including through the Internet, for seven years..

Continue reading...
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25.07.2025 - The case of Jehovah's Witness from Sneznogorsk was referred to
the court

Sova - On July 24, 2025, the Department of the Investigative Committee for the
Murmansk region reported on the completion of the investigation and the transfer of the
case against Jehovah's Witness from Snezhnogorsk to court. He is accused under Part 1
of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code (organization of the activities of an extremist
organization). The press release of the UK is about 67-year-old believer Anatoly
Odintsov.

The criminal case was initiated on April 24, 2023. In June of the same year, it became
known that Odintsov was put on the wanted list. After that, Jehovah's Witness was
placed in a pre-trial detention center. According to the investigation, a resident of
Sneznogorsk in the period from August 2017 to July 2021 preached and held religious
meetings, including via the Internet, distributed the literature of Jehovah's Witnesses and
involved other residents of the region in the activities of the organization.

Continue reading...

24.07.2025 - The books of the founder of "Falun Dafa" were included in the list
of extremist materials

Sova - The decision to ban the books "Falun Dafa the essence of diligent improvement I-
II" and "Falun Dafa the essence of diligent improvement III" was made by the
Mezhdurechensky City Court of the Kemerovo region in June 2024. Earlier, in November
2022, the same court refused to recognize the publications as extremist.

On July 24, 2025, the Federal List of Extremist Materials was replenished with two new
items, 5474 and 5475. Under these numbers, the list included two books "Falun Dafa.
The essence of diligent improvement. I-II" and "Falun Dafa. The essence of diligent
improvement. III" by Li Hongzhi. The decision to ban them was made by the
Mezhdurechensky City Court of the Kemerovo Region on June 6, 2024, the appellate
court approved it on November 13 of the same year, and the cassation court - on May
14, 2025.

Continue reading ...

15.07.2025 - The case of Jehovah's Witnesses has been sent for a new
consideration in Sakhalin

Sova - On July 10, 2025, the Sakhalin Regional Court overturned the sentence of
Jehovah's Witnesses Olga Kalinnikova and Larisa Potapova and sent the case to the court
of first instance for a new consideration.

The believers were sentenced by the Yuzhno-Sakhalin City Court on March 24, 2025.
Both were sentenced to two and a half years of suspended imprisonment and eight
months of restriction of liberty. At the same time, the court found the defendants guilty
of participating in the activities of an extremist organization (Part 2 of Art. 282.2 of the
Criminal Code), but not in involvement in its activities (p. 1.1 Art. 282.2 of the Criminal
Code).

Continue reading...

15.07.2025 - The leaders of the "Church of the Last Testament" were convicted
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Sova - On June 30, 2025, the Zheleznodorozhny District Court of Novosibirsk handed
down a guilty verdict in the case of the leaders of the Church of the Last Testament.
Torop and Vedernikov got 12 years each, Redkin - 11.

The court found Sergei Torop (Vissarion), Vadim Redkin and Vladimir Vedernikov guilty
under Part 1 of Art. 239 of the Criminal Code (creation of a non-profit organization that
infringes on the personality and rights of citizens), paragraphs "a", "b" of Part 3 of Art.
111 of the Criminal Code (intentional infliction of serious harm to health), paragraph "d"
of Part 2 of Art. 112 of the Criminal Code (intentional infliction of moderate harm to
health). In addition, Vedernikov was found guilty under Part 4 of Art. 159 of the Criminal
Code (fraud).

Continue reading...

15.07.2025 - The State Prosecutor requested terms of up to nine years in prison
for Jehovah's Witnesses from Saransk

Sova - On July 11, 2025, in the Proletarian District Court of Saransk, in the debate of the
parties in the case of Jehovah's Witnesses Mikhail Shevchuk and Alexander Neverov, the
state prosecutor asked to find them guilty and sentence them to eight and nine years in
prison, respectively. Believers are accused under Part 1 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal
Code (organization of the activities of an extremist organization).

Continue reading...

Four years in prison for Natalia Minenkova, a Falun Gong
practitioner

Russia jails Falun Gong practitioners, escalating Beijing-backed persecution
abroad

Faluninfo (24.07.2025) - In a serious escalation in the repression beyond China’s
borders, a Moscow court yesterday sentenced Falun Gong volunteer Natalia Minenkova to
four years in prison—the harshest sentence yet for a practitioner in Russia. Her
sentencing follows that of Zhu Yun, who received three years in June, and Oksana
Shchetkina, sentenced to two years last November. The increasing severity of these
punishments comes just one day after another hearing in Krasnodar involving two more
Falun Gong adherents.

In total, eight practitioners have been detained across Russia since March 2024—
signaling a troubling sign of how the Chinese Communist Party’s (CCP) campaign against
religion is being exported abroad. The U.S. State Department and the U.S. Commission
on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) condemned the prosecutions, calling on
Russia to respect religious freedom and stop targeting minority faiths such as Falun
Gong.

"The United States condemns the Russian government’s actions targeting and

repressing members of religious minorities, including Falun Gong
practitioners. We urge Russia to respect the right of all to exercise the freedom
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of religion or belief. All religious minorities should be able to enjoy freedom of
religion and assembly without interference.”
— U.S. State Department spokesperson

The sentencing of Minenkova and others are “yet another example of [Russia’s]
expansive, completely baseless crackdown on individuals who ostensibly don’t align with
Russia’s domestic or foreign policy objectives,” according to USCIRF vice chair Asif
Mahmood. The United States should “use its powerful voice to highlight the repression of
religious groups in Russia, including Falun Gong practitioners.”

The Moscow Falun Dafa Association had operated legally for years, including under
regular inspection by the Ministry of Justice without issue. Since 2020, however, Russian
authorities have begun issuing criminal charges against Falun Gong practitioners under
Article 284.1 of the Criminal Code, citing alleged association with “undesirable” foreign
organizations. In total, seven Falun Dafa-related or international human rights
organizations have been designated as illegal by the Russian government since 2020,
forming the legal basis for criminal charges.

“This is dangerous and deeply concerning. Russia is now criminalizing meditation under
laws widely seen as politically motivated and legally unfounded,” said Levi Browde,
Executive Director of the Falun Dafa Information Center. “It is beneath Russia’s
sovereignty and national dignity to bow to pressure from Beijing to ban Falun Gong and
imprison its own citizens. History will not look kindly on those who choose to collaborate
with the Chinese Communist Party—the most brutal communist regime in the world
today.”

Latest developments in Russia

On July 23, 2025, a Moscow court held a hearing for Natalia Minenkova, who has been
held in pre-trial detention since May 3, 2024, for alleged affiliation with banned Falun
Dafa organizations. This marks the latest in a series of hearings, with the court now
handing down a four-year prison sentence—the longest to date. Minenkova is one of
eight Falun Gong practitioners currently facing or serving sentences under Article 284.1
of the Russian Criminal Code, which prohibits activities linked to so-called “undesirable”
foreign organizations.

Others include Oksana Shchetkina, sentenced to two years in prison in November 2024
and Zhu Yun, who received a three-year sentence in June 2025. Several others—
including Mikhail Sinitsyn, Mikhail Antonenko, Gennady Buslov, Ildar Maksinyaev, and
Denis Shibankov—have been detained or received non-custodial sentences over the past
year.

All of the cases are founded on a questionable legal basis (see details below). The Falun
Dafa Information Center has delayed releasing updates about them for privacy, security,
and legal considerations.

Legal inconsistencies in charges

The criminal cases stem from a July 2020 decision by Russia’s General Prosecutor’s
Office, which declared seven international organizations as “undesirable,” providing the
legal pretext for prosecution. The organizations range from Falun Gong-founded ones,
such as the European Falun Dafa Association or the World Organization to Investigate the
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Persecution of Falun Gong, to international supporters and human rights groups, like
Friends of Falun Gong and Doctors Against Forced Organ Harvesting.

Despite the serious charges, the legal basis for Russia’s prosecution of Falun Gong
practitioners shows inconsistencies and procedural gaps. These loopholes raise serious
doubts about the legitimacy of the cases.

Natalia Minenkova, before her trial, highlighted several inconsistencies in her case
through contacts who relayed her comments to the Falun Dafa Information Center:

"At first, I was accused of being associated with seven organizations. In the
end, only two were left. One of them ceased to exist back in 2017. All requests
to the Ministry of Justice about why they were included in the list of undesirable
organizations remained unanswered. There is no [record of] correspondence or
calls with members of these organizations in my file. Besides, I don’t know
English.”

The Moscow Falun Dafa Association, which Minenkova was affiliated with, had operated
legally for years, including regular inspections by the Ministry of Justice without issue.
According to Minenkova, the association’s activities centered on meditation and personal
well-being—non-political practices—and complied with Russian law. She also organized
weekly meditation sessions in local parks, which were peaceful, voluntary, and did not
disturb public order or infringe on the rights of others.

Such activities are protected under Article 28 of the Russian Constitution, which
guarantees freedom of conscience and religion, including the right to profess any religion
individually or jointly with others, and to conduct religious practices. Moreover, the
European Convention on Human Rights (Article 9)—to which Russia was a party until
2022—as well as the International Convention on Civil and Political Rights—to which
Russia remains a party—similarly protect the right to freedom of thought, conscience,
and religion. Even under Russian domestic legal frameworks, peaceful spiritual assembly
and non-political association fall outside the scope of Article 284.1, which is intended to
target genuinely harmful foreign interference.

The lack of evidence linking Minenkova or the association to harmful or unlawful conduct
raises serious concerns about the legitimacy of the charges. Her case reflects a broader
risk of misapplying anti-extremism and foreign agent laws in ways that undermine
constitutionally protected religious freedom.

Prior to the latest escalation, Russia’s suppression of Falun Gong unfolded in waves: in
2011, Falun Gong'’s core spiritual text Zhuan Falun was banned as “extremist,” due to its
use of the Buddhist swastika (a symbol widely used in Asian religions and art), marking
one of the earliest formal acts of repression. In 2017, art exhibitions depicting
persecution in China were shut down, reportedly to preserve diplomatic relations. In
2020, regional associations were dissolved and texts such as Nine Commentaries on the
Communist Party were banned.

These developments trace a clear arc from censorship and pressure on civil society to
systemic criminalization of peaceful spiritual practice.

Broader pattern across borders
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The repression of Falun Gong is not limited to Russia. In Serbia, police detained eight
individuals—including filmmaker Dejan Markovi¢é—ahead of Xi Jinping’s May 2024 state
visit, with no charges filed and releases occurring shortly after Xi's departure.
In Malaysia, 76 practitioners were detained just two days before Xi's April 2025 visit—the
largest such action in the country’s history.

“A troubling pattern is emerging between CCP influence and the repression of Falun
Gong,” said Browde. “These incidents raise serious concerns that Moscow and other
governments may be suppressing peaceful religious groups to align themselves more
closely with Beijing—using repression as a form of diplomatic currency.”

Policy recommendations

While the Russian Constitution guarantees freedom of conscience, these developments
signal a growing willingness of governments to compromise civil liberties under foreign
pressure.

“Russia seems to be taking extreme measures to curry favor with Beijing,” said Browde.
“Moscow has officially listed seven Falun Gong-related organizations as illegal, and
authorities are now issuing criminal sentences for meditation—far beyond the temporary
detentions seen in Serbia and Malaysia. We urge democratic governments and
international bodies to act now to stop this domino effect of worsening treatment and
religious persecution exported from Beijing.”

For U.S. Policymakers:

e Publicly condemn Russia’s prosecution of Falun Gong practitioners and call for
the immediate release of those imprisoned for peaceful religious practice.

¢ Raise the issue of transnational repression in bilateral and multilateral
forums, especially where Russia and China collaborate.

¢ Re-designate Russia as a country of particular concern, citing this case.
For EU Policymakers:

e Coordinate with allies to counter growing CCP-linked religious persecution
beyond China’s borders.

About Falun Gong

Falun Gong, also known as Falun Dafa, is a peaceful spiritual practice rooted in
Buddhism. Adherents follow the principles of truthfulness, compassion, and tolerance.
Falun Gong is freely practiced in over 110 countries. In China, the CCP has waged a
brutal campaign to eradicate Falun Gong since 1999, involving mass arbitrary detention,
torture, and forced organ harvesting. The regime has also increasingly sought to extend
its persecution beyond China’s borders through physical threats, censorship, and other
forms of transnational repression.
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USCIRF Hearing: From spiritual security to religious
cleansing in Russia (HRWF)

VIDEO July 10 Hearing of Willy Fautré (HRWF) from 28:30 to 36:40
Willy Fautré, director of Human Rights Without Frontiers

HRWF (23.07.2025) - In the name of Russia’s so-called spiritual security, President Putin
has increasingly worsened his legislative arsenal since the beginning of his term to ban
non-Orthodox religious books and communities, to criminalize religious organisations as
foreign agents, extremist and/ or undesirable movements. This is the driving force which
has led to a wave of religious cleansing in Russia.

The spiritual security concept in Russia clearly emerged on the radars of Putin’s
administration in the year 2000 as part of the “Russian National Security Concept” in
which it was said “There must be a state policy to maintain the population’s spiritual and
moral welfare... and counter the adverse impact of foreign religious organizations and
missionaries.” This policy started to be shaped in reaction to the liberal Law on Freedom
of Worship in the early 1990s opening Russia’s doors to foreign missionaries of all faiths
and provoking the anger of the head of the Russian Orthodox Church who complained
about the invasion of “hordes of missionaries” on his canonical territory.

The spiritual dimension of national security saw its beginnings in the pursuit of the 1997
Law on Freedom of Conscience and Religious Associations which brought to an end the
brief post-Soviet period of religious freedom, religious pluralism and tolerance.

Behind the concept of spiritual security, an authentic religious cleansing has been
implemented in the last 25 years and the flow of amendments to existing laws further
restricting religious freedom has been accelerating.

Access of foreign non-Orthodox clerics to the Russian territory has been
dramatically restricted.

Since 5 February of this year, summary expulsions by the police without the need for a
court decision have become easier due to amendments to the Administrative Code. Most
cases involve foreign Muslim preachers who appear to be Central Asian migrant workers
but last year an 85-year-old Catholic priest lost his appeal against expulsion for leading
worship in his parish.

Freedom of worship is now the priority target of the repression. Ten days ago, three
Protestants holding an "Interchurch Evening of Praise" in Krasnodar region were fined for
allegedly illegal missionary activities. Between January 2024 and April 2025, it was found
out that there had been 124 known cases of prosecution against Russians and against
foreigners conducting missionary activity, according to Forum 18. First-instance courts
convicted 90% of them.

Freedom of association and assembly is also a target. Jehovah’s Witnesses were the first
major minority to be banned in 2017. Over 140 of them are currently serving prison
terms, mainly for organising religious meetings and Bible studies in private homes. In
over 90 cases, their sentences are superior to kidnapping (5 years in prison) or rape

charges (3 to 6 years).
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On 16 June of this year, an amendment to the law "On Freedom of Conscience and
Religious Associations" was submitted to the State Duma. The bill prohibits public
services, religious rites and ceremonies in residential and non-residential premises of
apartment buildings.

The hunt for ‘extremist’ and ‘undesirable’ religious movements is another facet of
President Putin’s religious cleansing.

Apart from the ban of Jehovah’s Witnesses, it is to be noted that the peaceful movement
of Turkish Muslim theologian Said Nursi and the Scientology Church were declared
extremist organizations, and their books were banned. Several of their members were
sentenced to heavy prison terms for studying the works of their religious leaders.

Brigham Young University and Falun Gong were also declared undesirable organizations,
which drastically limits their activities. In late June, a Falun Gong practitioner was
sentenced to three years of imprisonment in a general regime colony with a ban on
engaging in social and political activities for three years. Several others are being
prosecuted.

Insulting the religious feelings of believers, the equivalent of blasphemy, is
penalized by the Criminal Code although the concept is very vague and undefined, and
opens the door to fabricated cases. In April, USCIRF published an extensive report on
this issue. In May, a resident of the Ivanovo region was sentenced to a heavy fine for
allegedly insulting the religious feelings of believers.

Incitement of hatred is also often associated with so-called blasphemy issues.

Last but not least, the authorities have welcomed and supported hardline Orthodox
clerics and anticult movements campaigning against a wide range of peaceful and law-
abiding religious minorities they call “harmful, destructive, dangerous and totalitarian
cults.” The most notorious activist in this area in Russia is the well-known Alexander
Dvorkin who was also for 12 years the vice-president of the European anti-cult umbrella
organization FECRIS, based in France.

In conclusion, President Putin’s implementation of the concept of spiritual security has
only one objective: to strengthen the power of Patriarch Kirill of the Russian Orthodox

Church, his close ally in Russia’s war on Ukraine, and silence religious movements of
foreign origin.

U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom Hearing

Freedom of Religion or Belief in Russia

Thursday, July 10, 2025
10:30AM - 12:00PM EST

Hearing Transcript

The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) held a virtual hearing
on Russia.

The Russian Federation remains a particularly severe violator of religious freedom.
Human rights organizations have identified hundreds of prisoners in Russian custody
unjustly imprisoned for exercising their right to freedom of religion or belief (FORB). The
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Russian government uses vague, problematic laws to criminalize the activities of several
religious groups, punish individuals in ways that violate their FORB rights, and target
human rights activists documenting FORB violations. In the Russian-occupied territories
of Ukraine, Russian military forces and de facto authorities have banned religious groups,
expropriated or destroyed houses of worship, and abducted, imprisoned, and killed
religious leaders. In its 2025 Annual Report, USCIRF recommended that the U.S.
Department of State designate Russia as a Country of Particular Concern for particularly
severe violations of religious freedom.

Witnesses discussed religious freedom conditions in Russia and Russian-occupied
Ukraine. They also shared recommendations for the U.S. government to support FoRB in
Russia.

Opening Remarks

e Vicky Hartzler, USCIRF Chair

e Asif Mahmood, USCIRF Vice Chair
Written Remarks

Panel 1

¢ Stephen Capus, President and CEO, Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL)
Written Testimony

Panel 11

e Willy Fautré, Director and Co-Founder, Human Rights Without Frontiers
Written Testimony

e Jarrod Lopes, Regional Director of Communications, World Headquarters of
Jehovah’s Witnesses
Written Testimony

¢ Dan Storyev, English Managing Editor, OVD-Info
Written Testimony

¢ Halyna Coynash, Journalist, Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group
Written Testimony

This hearing is open to Members of Congress, congressional staff, the public, and the
media. The video recording of the hearing will be posted on the Commission website. For
any additional questions or to schedule an interview, please email media@uscirf.gov.

Religious issues and persecution: Bimonthly Digest July
01-15

15.07.2025 - Catholics in the Russian Federation cannot be recognized as
foreign agents because of the Pope's money

IRP - "Leo XIV still enjoys a huge credit of trust and hope": experts believe that Catholics
in the Russian Federation cannot be recognized as foreign agents because of money from

the Pope.
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Lawyer Vladimir Postanyuk told RIA Novosti that Catholics in Russia cannot be recognized
as foreign agents only because of the fact of receiving money through funds from Pope
Leo XIV, as long as members of the community comply with Russian laws, because the
church is separated from the state and does not track where donations come from.

Continue reading ...

15.07.2025 - The State Prosecutor requested terms of up to nine years in prison
for Jehovah's Witnesses from Saransk

Sova - Mikhail Shevchuk and Alexander Neverov are tried under Part 1 of Art. 282.2 UK.
On July 11, 2025, in the Proletarian District Court of Saransk, in the debate of the parties
in the case of Jehovah's Witnesses Mikhail Shevchuk and Alexander Neverov, the state
prosecutor asked to find them guilty and sentence them to eight and nine years in
prison, respectively. Believers are accused under Part 1 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal
Code (organization of the activities of an extremist organization).

Continue reading...

11.07.2025 - The case against three Jehovah's Withesses from Naberezhnye
Chelny was referred to court

Sova - In June 2025, it became known that the investigation of the Jehovah's Witnesses
case had been completed in Naberezhnye Chelny. On July 11, the Department of the
Investigative Committee for Tatarstan officially reported on this, adding that three people
were accused in the case. They are accused of organizing the activities of an extremist
organization and participating in one (parts 1 and 2 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code).

Judging by the press release of the Investigative Committee, we are talking about
Jehovah's Witnesses - the indictment in their case was approved by the prosecutor's
office of the republic, the materials were transferred to the court for consideration.
According to the investigation, three residents of Naberezhnye Chelny in the period from
2017 to 2024 were involved in the activities of an extremist organization banned by the
Supreme Court of Russia, promoted the ideology of this organization and involved new
members in its work.

Continue reading ...

09.07.2025 - The case of two Jehovah's Withesses was sent to court in Adygea

Sova - Alexei Dmitriev and Yuri Sergeechev are accused of involvement in the activities
of an extremist organization.
On July 8, 2025, the Prosecutor's Office of the Republic of Adygea announced that it had
sent the case of Jehovah's Witnesses Alexei Dmitriev and Yuri Sergeechev to court. They
are accused of involvement in the activities of an extremist organization (p. 1.1 Art.
282.2 of the Criminal Code).

The criminal case was initiated on April 28, 2025, the next day it was searched. Dmitriev
and Sergeechev were detained and then detained.

Continue reading...

08.07.2025 - Court in Vyselki gives yet another woman suspended sentence for

reading the Bible
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JW - On July 4, 2025, Irina Ushakova, 50, one of Jehovah's Witnesses, was given a 2-
year suspended sentence. Irina has faced repression previously — at the age of 16 she
was forced to leave Tajikistan due to ethnic discrimination. Now she has been convicted
for her religious beliefs.

The proceedings against Irina have been ongoing since February 2024. The criminal
prosecution, however, has defined the life of her family for more than 3 years: during
this time, the home of the Ushakovs was searched twice, and Vitaliy, the head of the
family, ended up in a pretrial detention center for 7 months. "I missed his support," Irina
recalls. "

Continue reading...

10.07.2025 - In Tolyatti Sona Olopova one of Jehovah's Witnesses was released
early

JW - Sona Olopova, 38, was released on parole and on July 7, 2025, left the correctional
facility. She became the first Jehovah's Witness in Russia to have finished serving a
sentence of forced labor.

The believer has been imprisoned since May 2024. During this time, she was placed in
two correctional centers. She was assigned to various jobs: at first, Sona worked in the
production of automotive parts, then she was transferred to ice cream production, and at
the end of her term she was working in the correctional center itself.

Continue reading...

04.07.2025 - The case of the Jehovah's Witness from the Kurgan region was
referred to court

Sova - A 53-year-old believer is accused of involvement in an extremist organization.

On July 4, 2025, the Department of the Investigative Committee for the Kurgan region
reported on the completion of the investigation of the case against the 53-year-
old Jehovah's Witness from Kurgan, accused under Part 2 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal
Code (participation in the activities of an extremist organization). According to the press
release, the case materials were transferred to the Shadrinsky District Court. The name
of the defendant is unknown.

Continue reading...

04.07.2025 - Buddhist leader given longest known anti-war jail term

Forum 18 - A Moscow court jailed Buddhist leader Ilya Vasilyev on 25 June for eight
years for allegedly disseminating "knowingly false information" about Russia's Armed
Forces, the longest known prison term for opposing Russia's war against Ukraine on
religious grounds. "We called for the voice of reason, but it seems the judge heard only
the voice of the prosecutor's office," his lawyer Gevorg Aleksanyan said. A court
spokesperson refused comment on the verdict or why the Judge refuses a prison visit
from a Buddhist priest. Protestant pastor Nikolay Romanyuk's criminal trial may begin in
mid-July.

Continue reading...
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03.07.2025 - Russia, Church of the Last Testament: Vissarion sentenced to
twelve years

Bitter Winter - On June 30, a court in Novosibirsk, Russia, sentenced Sergei Torop, the
leader of the “Church of the Last Testament” (also known as the “Vissarion Community”),
to twelve years in a strict penal colony. His associates, Vladimir Vedernikov and Vadim
Redkin, received sentences of twelve and eleven years, respectively. The leaders of the
Last Testament community are accused of “extremism” and “psychological manipulation”
of their followers—charges that are commonly leveled in Russia against groups labeled as
“cults.”

Torop was born on January 14, 1961, in Krasnodar to a family of atheist bricklayers,
although his grandmother was part of the Old Believers movement, which significantly
influenced him. In 1968, the family relocated to Minusinsk. After completing his
compulsory military service, he worked in the territorial militia and developed an interest
in religion and esotericism. He specifically became involved in Agni Yoga, an offshoot of
Theosophy founded by the painter Nicholas Roerich and his wife.

Continue reading...

02.07.2025 - USCIRF releases new report on violations of religious liberty in
Russia

Bitter Winter - The USCIRF, the United States Commission on International Religious
Freedom, released on June 30 its new report on Russia. The USCIRF is an independent,
bipartisan U.S. federal government commission created by the 1998 International
Religious Freedom Act (IRFA). Its Commissioners are appointed by the President and by
Congressional leaders of both political parties.

The comprehensive document outlines how the Russian government utilizes various laws
to target religious individuals and groups that it perceives as threats. Among these laws
is the religion law, which penalizes individuals and organizations for conducting broadly
defined “missionary activities” without government approval. Authorities have labeled
several peaceful religious organizations as “extremist,” “undesirable,” or “terrorist,”
despite a lack of evidence or specific accusations of violence against them.

Continue reading...

Buddhist leader given longest known anti-war jail term

By Victoria Arnold

Forum18 (04.05.2025) - A Moscow court jailed Buddhist leader Ilya Vasilyev on
25 June for eight years for allegedly disseminating "knowingly false
information” about Russia's Armed Forces, the longest known prison term for
opposing Russia's war against Ukraine on religious grounds. "We called for the
voice of reason, but it seems the judge heard only the voice of the prosecutor's
office,” his lawyer Gevorg Aleksanyan said. A court spokesperson refused
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comment on the verdict or why the Judge refuses a prison visit from a Buddhist
priest. Protestant pastor Nikolay Romanyuk's criminal trial may begin in mid-
July.

On 25 June, a year after his arrest, a Moscow court sentenced Buddhist leader Ilya
Vasilyev to eight years' imprisonment for allegedly disseminating "knowingly false
information" about the Russian Armed Forces. This is the longest known prison term yet
handed to an individual who opposes Russia's war against Ukraine on religious grounds.
Vasilyev, who refused to admit guilt, intends to challenge his conviction, and his lawyer
has already lodged an initial appeal on his behalf.

"We called for the voice of reason, but it seems the judge heard only the voice of the
prosecutor's office," his lawyer Gevorg Aleksanyan said outside the court after the
sentencing hearing (see below).

Forum 18 asked Moscow's Preobrazhensky District Court why Judge Valentina Lebedeva
decided that such a long jail term was necessary, and in what way Vasilyev could be
considered dangerous. Court press secretary Mariya Martynenko responded that she did
not "have the right to comment on the legality and validity of court decisions (orders) or
the individual actions of a judge" (see below).

Prosecutors had charged Vasilyev under Criminal Code Article 207.3 ("Public
dissemination of knowingly false information about the use of the Armed Forces of the
Russian Federation"), Part 2, Paragraph e ("for reasons of political, ideological, racial,
national or religious hatred or enmity, or for reasons of hatred or enmity against any
social group") for a single Facebook post in English about a Russian missile attack on the
Ukrainian city of Kherson in 2022 (see below).

Vasilyev made this post, as well as others on VKontakte which led to an earlier
administrative prosecution, "solely out of religious conviction", he told Forum 18 through
his lawyer Aleksanyan in November 2024. He added that he is "not a politician and is
engaged only in religion" (see below).

Vasilyev has spent the year since his arrest in June 2024 in detention in two Moscow
prisons. Currently, he remains in custody in Matrosskaya Tishina prison awaiting appeal
(see below).

Religious issues and persecution: Bimonthly Digest June
16-30
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27.06.2025 - A resident of Tomsk was convicted for cooperation with Falun
Gong

Sova - On June 27, 2025, the Soviet District Court of Tomsk convicted the case of
Russian citizen Zhu Yun, accused of cooperation with Falun Gong.

The court found him guilty under Part 3 of Art. 284.1 of the Criminal Code (organization
of the activities of an undesirable NGO) and sentenced him to three years of
imprisonment in a general regime colony with a ban on engaging in social and political
activities for three years.

Continue reading...

27.06.2025 - Sergey Tolokonnikov, Muscovite, released from penal colony —
now his wife is under investigation for her faith

JW - Three years in a pre-trial detention center and nine months in a penal colony—the
term of imprisonment of Sergey Tolokonnikov, 52, came to an end on June 27, 2025. On
the day of his release, to the delight of the believer, he was met by his wife and many
friends.

"I have mixed feelings... On the one hand, a sense of novelty, and on the other hand, I
knew that I was about to come out. I knew that God would help me," said Sergey. His
wife, Mariya Pankova, added: "Although Seryozha [diminutive of Sergey] and I are not
yet fully aware of what is happening, I am euphoric!"

Continue reading.....

27.06.2025 - Falun Gong followers were detained in Moscow in a criminal case
of cooperation with an undesirable organization

Sova -On May 3, 2024, four Falun Gong followers were detained in Moscow. Their homes
were searched in the case of cooperation with an undesirable organization.

Case under Part 3 of Art. 284.1 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation (the
implementation of the activities of a foreign or international non-governmental
organization, in respect of which a decision was made to recognize its activities as
undesirable on the territory of the Russian Federation) initiated the Tusha Interdistrict
Investigation Department of the SU for the North-Western Administrative District of the
GSU of the Investigative Committee of Russia in Moscow.

Continue reading...

27.06.2025 - The trial of the leaders of the Church of the Last Testament
continues to be considered in court

Sova - On April 5, 2022, it became known that the Prosecutor General's Office approved
the indictment in the case of the leaders of the Church of the Last Testament Sergei
Torop (Vissarion), Vadim Redkin and Vladimir Vedernikov.

As a reminder, they are charged under Part 1 of Art. 239 of the Criminal Code of the
Russian Federation (creation of a non-profit organization that infringes on the personality
and rights of citizens), paragraphs "a", "b" of Part 3 of Art. 111 of the Criminal Code of
the Russian Federation (intentional infliction of serious harm to health), paragraph "d" of
Part 2 of Art. 112 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation (intentional infliction of
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moderate harm to health). Vedernikov, in addition, is accused under Part 4 of Art. 159 of
the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation (fraud).

Continue reading ...

26.06.2025 - The investigation of the criminal case of Jehovah's Withesses has
been completed in Naberezhnye Chelny

Sova - In June 2025, it became known that the investigation of the Jehovah's Witnesses
case was completed in Naberezhnye Chelny, the indictment is under consideration by the
prosecutor.

The criminal case was initiated on June 6, 2024 under Parts 1 and 2 of Art. 282.2 of the
Criminal Code (organization of the activities of an extremist organization and
participation in it). After that, on July 24, 2024, six houses in Naberezhnye Chelny were
searched in this case.

Continue reading...

24.06.2025 - Disabled person in the Karachayevo-Circassian Republic sentenced
to imprisonment

JW - On June 23, 2025, the Cherkessk City Court sent Vladimir Fomin, 45, to a penal
colony for 4.5 years. Judge Sapar Baychorov found the believer guilty of extremism for
talking about the Bible with a local resident. Prior to the verdict, Fomin spent 1 year and
3 months in a pretrial detention center.

At the age of 20, Vladimir became a victim of hatred on religious grounds. Aggressive
young people beat the believer right on the territory of the building for worship. The
sustained injuries ultimately left him disabled. In February 2024, the home of the Fomin
family was searched. Vladimir was placed in a pretrial detention center. He experienced a
lack of prescribed medication in detention; his chronic ililnesses worsened. During one of
the court hearings, he even lost consciousness, so an ambulance had to be called.

Continue reading...

19.06.2025 - Another bill aimed at banning worship in residential buildings has
been submitted to the State Duma

Sova - On June 16, 2025, the draft law "On Amendments to Articles 12 and 16 of the
Federal Law "On Freedom of Conscience and Religious Associations" was submitted to the
State Duma. The bill prohibits public services, religious rites and ceremonies in
residential and non-residential premises of apartment buildings.

According to the authors of the bill, groups of deputies, the fact that now public services
in residential and non-residential premises of apartment buildings are allowed creates
inconvenience for people living in these houses. That is, we are talking about worship

services to which groups of people come, and not about a ban on residents to conduct
private religious rites.

Continue reading ...

19.06.2025 - "Missionary activity" prosecutions January 2024 to April 2025
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Forum 18- The 124 known prosecutions under Administrative Code Article 5.26, Part 4
("Russians conducting missionary activity") and Part 5 ("Foreigners conducting
missionary activity") between January 2024 and April 2025 are listed. First-instance
courts (in one case police) convicted 107 defendants and acquitted three. They closed or
returned a further 12 cases to police or prosecutors. Two cases which reached court after
the permitted three-month period were dismissed. All but six of those convicted received
fines. Most appeals were unsuccessful. Of 35 foreigners charged, 18 were ordered
expelled from Russia.

In the 2024 calendar year and the first four months of 2025, there were at least 124
prosecutions across Russia under Administrative Code Article 5.26, Part 4 ("Russians
conducting missionary activity") and Part 5 ("Foreigners conducting missionary activity"),
according to Forum 18's review of available court records. The true number is believed to
be higher.

Continue reading...

17.06.2025 - Foreigners face summary expulsion for illegal "missionary
activity"

Forum 18- On 5 February, amendments to the Administrative Code entered force
allowing police - without having to go to court - to fine and expel from Russia foreign
citizens who conduct "illegal missionary activity". Forum 18 has so far found one such
case. Among earlier cases, in October 2024, 85-year-old Catholic priest Wtadystaw Kloc
lost his appeal against a fine and expulsion for leading worship in his parish. Most known
prosecutions of foreign citizens involve Muslims who appear to be Central Asian migrant
workers.

While individuals and religious organisations are regularly brought to court on
administrative charges of unlawful "missionary activity", the impact on foreign citizens
can be severe. Not only are they subject to higher fines than local citizens, they also risk
expulsion from Russia. Such expulsions became easier in February, when amendments to
the Administrative Code empowered police to conduct summary expulsions without the
need for a court decision.

Continue reading...

16.06.2025 - In Krasnodar Krai, the court sentenced Jehovah's Witnhess Zinina

Sova - An elderly Jehovah's Withess was sentenced to a suspended sentence under Art.
282.2 UK.

On June 11, 2025, the Vyselkovsky District Court of the Krasnodar Territory sentenced
74-year-old Jehovah's Witness Lyudmila Zinina under Part 2 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal
Code (participation in the activities of an extremist organization). She was sentenced to
two years of suspended imprisonment, as well as six months of restriction of liberty.

Continue reading...
16.06.2025 - In Severodvinsk, the "Word of Life" church was banned from
holding worship services in its building

Sova - On June 14, 2025, it became known about the closure of the building of the
Church of Evangelical Christians (Centecostal) "Word of Life" in Severodvinsk,

Arkhangelsk region.
Human Rights Without Frontiers FORB Newsletter | Russia lm


https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2985
https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2984
https://www.sova-center.ru/misuse/news/persecution/2025/06/d51751/

This was preceded by a defamation campaign against the church and its pastor in social
networks. In addition, the city administration received an anonymous denunciation,
claiming that the church building was in an emergency condition.

The city administration forbade the church to hold services in the building, although there
are no official documents confirming the emergency condition of the building, and the
relevant inspections and examinations were not carried out.

The believers moved to the rented premises and appealed to the prosecutor's office with
a complaint about the actions of the authorities.

"Missionary activity" prosecutions January 2024 to April
2025 - List

By Victoria Arnold

Forum18 (19.06.2025) - The 124 known prosecutions under Administrative Code Article
5.26, Part 4 ("Russians conducting missionary activity") and Part 5 ("Foreigners
conducting missionary activity") between January 2024 and April 2025 are listed. First-
instance courts (in one case police) convicted 107 defendants and acquitted three. They
closed or returned a further 12 cases to police or prosecutors. Two cases which reached
court after the permitted three-month period were dismissed. All but six of those
convicted received fines. Most appeals were unsuccessful. Of 35 foreigners charged, 18
were ordered expelled from Russia.

In the 2024 calendar year and the first four months of 2025, there were at least 124
prosecutions across Russia under Administrative Code Article 5.26, Part 4 ("Russians
conducting missionary activity") and Part 5 ("Foreigners conducting missionary activity"),
according to Forum 18's review of available court records. The true number is believed to
be higher.

The 124 prosecutions found by Forum 18 and figures recorded by the Supreme Court
both suggest a slight increase on recent years.

The shift towards more prosecutions for Muslim religious activities, first observed by
Forum 18 in 2019 and the first half of 2020, has continued.

(See here for a full analysis of such prosecutions between January 2024 and April 2025,
and here for an analysis of the impact on foreign citizens.)

Forum 18 found 90 prosecutions in the 2024 calendar year (64 under Article 5.26, Part 4;
26 under Article 5.26, Part 5), and 34 prosecutions in January to April 2025 (26 under
Part 4; 9 under Part 5). Six of these involved registered religious organisations, the
remainder individuals, two of whom were charged as an "official person" (dolzhnostnoye
litso).

First-instance courts (and in one case the police) convicted 107 defendants and acquitted
three. They closed or sent a further 12 cases back to police or prosecutors. Two cases
were dismissed because they reached court after the permitted three-month time period
for administrative prosecutions had passed (the statute of limitations).
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The period January 2024 to April 2025 therefore saw an initial conviction rate (for those
cases which reached a verdict) of 96.4 per cent. All but six of those convicted received
fines — a Muslim imam and two Baptist Union churches (tried twice each) were given
warnings, and one Society for Krishna Consciousness adherent received no punishment
as the statute of limitations had expired.

Defendants submitted initial appeals in 31 known cases, most of which were
unsuccessful. Twelve individuals, mostly from southern Russia, have further challenged
their convictions in the cassational courts — the majority of these have been heard in the
4th Cassational Court in Krasnodar.

Of the 35 foreigners charged under Article 5.26, Part 5 ("Foreigners conducting
missionary activity"), 18 were ordered expelled from Russia, 14 of whom were sent to
immigration detention centres before departure.

Amendments to several Articles of the Administrative Code, which came into force on 5
February 2025, mean that police are now able to handle Article 5.26, Part 5
cases without going to court. This allows police to impose both fines and administrative
expulsion as punishment. It is therefore difficult to ascertain how many foreign citizens
may be facing prosecution for unlawful "missionary activity", unless they manage to
lodge appeals. Forum 18 has found only one instance of this so far.

Russia has also imposed its "anti-missionary" legislation in Ukrainian territories which it
has illegally occupied.

These prosecutions are based on amendments to the Administrative Code and Religion
Law introduced in July 2016 as part of the "Yarovaya" package of "anti-terrorism" laws.

Religious organisations also continue to face prosecution under Administrative Code
Article 5.26, Part 3 ("Implementation of activities by a religious organisation without
indicating its official full name, including the issuing or distribution, within the framework
of missionary activity, of literature and printed, audio, and video material without a label
bearing this name, or with an incomplete or deliberately false label").

Full list of known "missionary activity" prosecutions

The list below of known administrative cases to punish "missionary activity" under
Administrative Code Article 5.26, Part 4 ("Russians conducting missionary activity") and
Part 5 ("Foreigners conducting missionary activity") is based on court decisions and other
information known to Forum 18. Cases are listed in date order of initial decision.

Read more...
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Religious issues and persecution: Bimonthly Digest June
01-15

15.06.2025 - Prosecutions for unlawful "missionary activity” - 2024 to 2025

Forum 18 - At least 90 people in 2024 and 34 in January-April 2025 were prosecuted for
unlawful "missionary activity". Fines are typically several weeks' average wages, but
foreigners can be deported. A Kurganinsk Magistrate's Court fined six Baptists - including
Pastor Aleksandr Chmykh - for leading worship meetings. A Stavropol Muslim teacher
was fined for leading prayers and Koranic studies for girls. Police and prosecutors did not
respond on why they had brought charges to punish individuals who had conducted
worship services in places of worship, prayer rooms, or residential premises.

Individuals and religious organisations continue to be brought to court across Russia on
administrative charges of unlawful "missionary activity". These charges punish a wide
range of activities, including ordinary worship meetings for fellow believers. Forum 18
found 124 such prosecutions between the beginning of January 2024 and the end of April
2025. The true number is believed to be higher.

Continue reading...

13.06.2025 - In Kuban, a 72-year-old Jehovah's Withess was sentenced to two
years of probation

OVD - On June 11, the Vyselkovsky District Court of the Krasnodar Territory sentenced
72-year-old Jehovah's Witness Lyudmila Zinina to two years of probation with restriction
of liberty for six months in the case of participation in an extremist organization (Part 2
of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code), reports the portal "Jehovah's Witnesses. Legal
situation in Russia".

Before the sentencing, she was under a subscription not to travel. The hearings were
held in a neighboring village - Zinina's friends helped her get there. According to her,
without their help, it would be impossible to visit the courts due to health problems:
heart and vascular diseases, osteoporosis, diabetes. She was also diagnosed with cancer
recently, but treatment has not yet been prescribed.

Continue reading.....

12.06.2025 - In village of Vyselki, court sentences pensioner Luydmila Zinina,
74, to suspended term for her faith in God

JW - On June 11, 2025, the judge of the Vyselkovsky District Court of the Krasnodar
Territory, Lidiya Koba, made a decision in the case of Lyudmila Zinina: two years
suspended and six months of restriction of freedom for reading the Bible with friends.

Lyudmila worked as a nurse in an operating room for many years. She has been married
since 1973 - for more than 50 years. They raised three children. In 2012, a misfortune
happened in the family - the son died. "It was very difficult to survive his death," Zinina
recalls. "Health problems have been added: heart and vascular diseases, osteoporosis,
diabetes." In addition, the believer's daughter, Irina, also ended up being prosecuted.

Continue reading...

11.06.2025 - In Cheboksary, a protocol on "illegal missionary word" was drawn

up for a Muslim student
Human Rights Without Frontiers FORB Newsletter | Russia lm


https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2983
https://dgoj30r2jurw5.cloudfront.net/news/2025/06/120836.html?utm_source=insight
https://ovd.info/express-news/2025/06/13/na-kubani-72-letnyuyu-svidetelnicu-iegovy-osudili-na-dva-goda-uslovno
https://www.jw-russia.org/en/cases/vyselki6.html
https://www.jw-russia.org/en/news/2025/06/120836.html

Sova - On June 9, 2025, it became known that a case of "illegal missionary" was opened
in Cheboksary against a 22-year-old student, a native of Central Asia.

During the warning and preventive measures to prevent the spread of extremist currents
in the region, officers of the Federal Security Service and the Prosecutor's Office of the
Moscow district of Cheboksary discovered an illegal prayer room in one of the premises of
an educational institution, in which an unregistered religious group united by the ideas of
radical Islam operated.

Protocols have been drawn up for the student-organizer under Art. 5.26 (violation of the
legislation on freedom of conscience, freedom of religion and religious associations) and
19.7 of the Administrative Code (failure to provide data (information)).

Continue reading...

11.06.2025 - The court sentenced a Jehovah's Withess from the Sakhalin region
to a fine of 600 thousand rubles

OVD - Today, the Kalinin District Court of St. Petersburg sentenced Igor Muravyov, a
resident of the Sakhalin region, in the case of involvement in the activities of an
extremist organization and participation in it (ch. 1.1 and 2 Art. 282.2 of the Criminal
Code). This is reported by the joint press service of the courts of St. Petersburg.

The court found the believer guilty of involvement in the activities of the organization
"Adminment Center of Jehovah's Witnesses in Russia". The court said that the man "had
a real opportunity to stop participating”" in the organization after it was recognized
as "extremist".

Continue reading...
10.06.2025 - Kirill wishes to improve relations with the Catholic Church

RISU - "In recent years, the Russian Orthodox Church has established positive relations
with the Roman Catholic Church, including the popes who have led it. I support the
development of these relations, as they can play a crucial role in promoting reconciliation
in areas affected by war and in fostering trust between countries and peoples. The very
doctrine of Christianity urges individuals towards peace and love. Therefore, what other
message could the leaders of Christian Churches convey, even in political discussions? It
is essential for them to encourage relationships that align with the values of the Gospel,"
Patriarch Kirill stated during a press conference.

Continue reading...

10.06.2025 - A Jehovah's Witness from Sakhalin was taken to a colony

OVD - Jehovah's Witness Daler Tokhtayev was taken to IK-1 in the Sakhalin
region, the portal "Jehovah's Withesses. Legal situation in Russia".

On February 28, the Poronai City Court of the Sakhalin region sentenced him to six years
in prison in the case of involvement in the activities of an extremist organization (p. 1.1
Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code) and participation in such activities (Part 2 of Art. 282.2
of the Criminal Code). The prosecution requested eight years of colony for the believer.
On May 26, the Sakhalin Regional Court approved the sentence.
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06.06.2025 - Religious freedom in Russia continues to decline, say experts

OSV - As Pope Leo XIV highlights the need for interreligious dialogue and
diplomacy, religious liberty in Russia continues to decline, with the U.S. International
Religious Freedom Commission citing that nation’s intensified use of blasphemy laws to
silence freedom of expression.

At the same time, a Russian-born scholar told OSV News that even theological
disagreement within the Russian Orthodox Church is silenced.

In May, Pope Leo stressed to Vatican-accredited diplomats that interreligious dialogue
can foster peace, with such exchange first requiring “full respect for religious freedom in
every country, since religious experience is an essential dimension of the human person.”

Continue reading...

05.06.2025 - The Catholic parish in Vladimir was forced to remove the icon
memorial plaque of repressed clergymen

Sova - On May 29, 2025, it became known that the Catholic parish of the Blessed Virgin
Mary of the Holy Rosary was forced to remove the icon of Clement Sheptytsky and the
memorial plaque of Mechislovas Rainis. This was preceded by a number of publications
accusing the parish of perpetuating the memory of the "accomplices of the Nazis", and a
prosecutor's inspection.

Sheptytsky is a Greek Catholic exarch of the Apostolic Exarchate of Russia, counted
among the blessed of the Catholic Church, Rainis is the bishop of the Roman Catholic
Church, apostolic administrator of Mogilev and Minsk. Both were repressed and died
while serving a prison sentence in Vladimir.

After defamatory publications and the intervention of the prosecutor's office, the temple
staff replaced the icon and memorial plague with images of other repressed clergymen.

04.06.2025 - In Kirov, followers of the Ukrainian Church "renaissance" were
sentenced to compulsory work

OVD - On May 28, the Leninsky District Court of Kirov sentenced four followers of the
"undesirable" Ukrainian church "Renaissance" to compulsory work and another one to a
suspended sentence. This was reported to OVD-Info in the press service of the court.

Thus, Natalia Sorokina was found guilty under the articles on the organization of the
activities of an "undesirable organization" (part 3 of Art. 284.1 of the Criminal Code) and
its financing (Part 2 of Art. 284.1 OF THE CRIMINAL CODE). She was sentenced to one
year and seven months of suspended imprisonment with a probationary period of three
years.

Continue reading...

03.06.2025 - Another elderly prisoner of conscience convicted in
Novocheboksark

JW - On May 30, 2025, the court announced its verdict against Aleksandr Protasov — a
6-year suspended sentence for reading the Bible, discussing it with other people and
praying to God. "My life is based on love, not hatred," he said at one of the hearings, and
denied being guilty of extremism.
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Protasov is a pensioner from Novocheboksarsk, and was awarded the Order of Honor. In
May 2023, his family's home was searched. "I remember after everyone had left, we sat
on the sofa, and didn't know what to do next," Aleksandr recalls. In the fall of the next
year, a criminal case was initiated against him.

Continue reading...

03.06.2025 - Four Jehovah's Witnhesses were sent to the pre-trial detention
center in Tomsk

OVD - Four Jehovah's Witnesses were sent to the pre-trial detention center in the case of
an extremist organization (Part 2 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code) in Tomsk, local
security forces reported.

The figures are from 24 to 65 years old, two of them are foreigners. According to the
investigation, the men visited the apartments of the Tomichi and persuaded them to join
the community and then held meetings online. During the searches, money, literature,
documents and equipment were seized from them.

Continue reading...

02.06.2025 - Another Friday raid in the Muslim center in Moscow

Sova - On May 30, 2025, the police and riot police raided a Muslim prayer house on
Basovskaya Street in Moscow. The security forces arrived in the room during Friday
prayer.

This is not the first such raid in this Muslim center. Recall that a year earlier, a
criminal case on the organization of illegal migration was initiated against a religious
organization operating here.

Russia blacklists the Mormon Brigham Young University
as “undesirable”

HRWF (09.06.2025) - The Ministry of Justice of the Russian Federation has included the
American Brigham Young University (BYU) in the list of foreign and international non-
governmental organizations whose activities are recognized as undesirable on the
territory of Russia. This was reported on 2 June on the website of the Ministry of Justice.

Brigham Young University, based in Utah and sponsored by the Mormon Church, offers
an undergraduate degree in Russian studies.

According to the Russian blacklist, the BYU activities were recognized as “undesirable” in
Russia by the Prosecutor General's Office on 29 April.
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Russia introduced its “undesirable” law in 2015, using it to crack down on independent
media, opposition groups and foreign organizations. Nearly 230 organizations are
currently blacklisted.

The designation bars the private American university from operating in Russia. Under
Russian law, individuals found to be affiliated with “undesirable” organizations face up to
four years in prison, while organization leaders risk up to six years.

On 21 May, the Prosecutor General's Office of the Russian Federation recognized
the activities of Amnesty International Limited (AIL) as undesirable on the territory of
Russia for allegedly developing Russophobic projects paid for by supporters of the Kiev
regime.

Religious issues and persecution: Bimonthly Digest May
16-31

30.05.2025 - Court in Kirsanov sentence 32-year-old Jehovah's Withess to 6.5
years suspended for faith

JW - On May 27, 2025, the Kirsanovskiy District Court found Anton Kuzhelkov guilty of
extremism for holding religious meetings and preaching. "Who is being judged - me or
the God in whom I believe?" he said at one of the hearings, pointing out that on the 31st
page of the charge, his name is mentioned only once, and the name of God - 168 times.
In December 2020, Kuzhelkov's house was searched. "They came to our house with
weapons... To us, peaceful, calm, quiet people who do no harm to anyone," Anton shared
his memories, speaking with the final statement. "Why?" Apparently, they thought that
we could put up some resistance... But this was not the case. Why? Jesus' disciples do
not do that."

Continue reading...

29.05.2025 - Jehovah's Witnhess was placed under house arrest in Moscow

Sova - In early December 2024, in the case initiated under Art. 282.2 of the Criminal
Code, three believers were arrested, and two were placed under house arrest. In May
2025, another Jehovah's Witness was elected under house arrest.

On December 5, 2024, after searches of Jehovah's Witnesses in Moscow and Lyubertsy,
Moscow region, as part of the investigation of the criminal case under Art. 282.2 of the
Criminal Code on involvement in an extremist organization, five believers were detained -
Oksana Ivanova, Larisa Kislaya, Liliana Korol, Daria Petrochenko and Zaur Murtuzov, who
was charged under Parts 1 and 1.1 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code (organization of
the activities of an extremist organization and involvement of others in it). The court sent
Murtuzov, Korol and Petrochenko to the pre-trial detention center, and Kisluya and
Ivanova - under house arrest.

Continue reading.....

29.05.2025 - A Dagestan man was fined for keeping a banned Islamic book
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Sova - On May 15, 2025, the Izberbashsky District Court of Dagestan fined Arthur
Khabibulayev a thousand rubles under Art. 20.29 Administrative Code (mass distribution
of extremist materials).

The reason was that Khabibulaev "ketook and let other people read" the book "Gardens
of the Righteous".

An-Nawavi banned the "Gardens of the Righteous" in 2014 by the Artemovsk City Court
of the Sverdlovsk Region (at the same time, the book got into the Federal List of
Extremist Materials only in 2018). This is a classic collection of hadiths of the XIII
century. We believe that today's ideas about tolerance are not applicable to medieval
Islamic literature, as it describes the era of religious wars and attitudes of that era, and
topics such as jihad (including in the sense of waging a war for faith), a cruel medieval
system of punishment or dislike of non-believers are an integral part of this literature. It
should also be noted that in 2021 another court refused to ban the "Gardens of the
Righteous".

29.05.2025 - Mufti was detained in Rostov on suspicion of cooperation with At-
Takfir Val Hijra

Sova - On May 29, 2025, it became known about the detention of the Chairman of the
Main Spiritual Administration of Muslims of the Rostov Region Akhmed Abusupyanov in
Rostov-on-Don on suspicion of cooperation with the banned organization "At-Takfir Val-
Hijra".

A case was initiated against the mufti under Part 2 of Art. 282.2 (participation in the
activities of an extremist organization) and Part 2 of Art. 213 of the Criminal Code
(hooliganism committed by a group of persons).

The press service of the regional department of the FSB reported that he was involved in
the spread of radical religious ideas, and also participated in an attack on a person in
2023, committed on religious grounds.

Continue reading...

27.05.2025 - Court of appeal in Kursk mitigated punishment for their faith
against Nikolay Kupriyanskiy and the Chausovs

JW - On May 26, 2025, the Kursk Regional Court reduced the sentences imposed on
three Jehovah's Witnesses: for Nikolay Kupriyanskiy to 4.5 years and the Chausovs to
1 year and 10 months. The verdict has entered into force. Dmitriy Chausov was
released the same day, as he had already served his entire term in a pretrial detention
center.

The prosecutor filed an appeal against the verdict of court of first instance, in which he
requested the punishment to be toughened against the believers: Kupriyanskiy — 7
years in a penal colony, the Chausov couple — 3 years. The state prosecutor requested
the same terms in the court of first instance.

Continue reading...

26.05.25 - Court of appeal in Moscow upheld 5 years in penal colony for

Aleksandr Serebryakov
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JW - On May 22, 2025, the verdict in the second case against 48-year-old Aleksandr
Serebryakov entered into force. A panel of judges of the Moscow City Court, chaired by
Galina Lebedeva, agreed to his prison term but lifted the additional restriction of freedom
that the believer was to serve after his release.

The prosecutor requested the court of appeal send the criminal case for a new trial, and
the believer asked to be acquitted. Aleksandr mentioned that the second verdict,
sentencing him to 5 years in a penal colony, "is actually repeating the verdict that has
already entered into force and imposing a sentence for the same crime."

Continue reading ...

26.05.2025 - The Russian Orthodox Church proposes to legally ban the
‘crossfall’

Sova - On April 8, 2025, the head of the legal department of the Moscow Patriarchate,
Abbess Ksenia (Chernega), speaking in the State Duma at a meeting of the inter-
factional working group, proposed to change the legislation to exclude the image of
temples without religious symbols.

The Abbess proposed to supplement the laws "On Freedom of Conscience and Religious
Associations" and "On Advertising" with the wording: "The use of images of religious
buildings, as well as other objects containing religious symbols, without these symbols, is
not allowed in the media, when selling goods, performing work, or providing services, as
well as in state symbols and signs, announcements, on signs and advertising".

Continue reading...

19.05.2025 - The investigation into the case of cooperation with Falun Gong has
been completed in Tomsk

Sova - On November 21, 2024, the Tomsk Investigative Committee initiated a case
under Part 3 of Art. 284.1 of the Criminal Code (organization of the activities of an
undesirable NGO) against Russian citizen Zhu Yun.

The investigation believes that he organized a Falun Gong cell in the Tomsk region,
involved other citizens in it and collected money to print religious materials.

On November 22, three addresses in Tomsk - Zhu Yun's places of residence and work -
were searched. He was chosen to be detained as a preventive measure.

Continue reading...

19.05.2025 - The court confirmed the ban on the activities of the Baptist House
of prayer in Kurganinsk

Sova - On September 6, 2024, the Kurganinsky District Court of the Krasnodar Territory
satisfied the claim of the district prosecutor's office to ban the activities of the
Kurganinsky House of Prayer, which is part of the International Union of Evangelical
Baptist Christians.

The reason for going to court was the inspection of compliance with the legislation on
freedom of conscience and religious associations conducted by the prosecutor's office,
during which a number of violations were revealed. In particular, the prosecutor's office
established thatillegal missionary religious events (about 1,500 people) are
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systematically held in the House of Prayer "with the participation of residents of the
subject and neighboring regions, including minor citizens and missionaries and foreign
citizens".

Continue reading...

Religious issues and persecution: Bimonthly Digest May
01-15

15.05.2025 - The owner of the Muslim prayer house in Kamchatka has been
warned

Sova - On April 14, 2025, it became known that the Investigative Committee of the
Russian Federation is investigating the activities of an illegal prayer house in
Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky.

A local Muslim religious organization bought a building on Karl Marx Avenue and
organized a prayer house in it without the appropriate permission to do so. The
authorities of the region said that they would not agree to the activities of the prayer
house without public hearings.

Local residents complained about the large number of cars of visitors to the mosque in
residential courtyards. The inspection carried out in the building revealed a violation of
sanitary and fire safety standards.

Continue reading...

13.05.2025 - One of Jehovah's Witnesses from Chelyabinsk sentenced to 5.5
years in prison for his faith in God

JW - On May 12, 2025, Judge Yuliya Zhivodinskaya sentenced 49-year-old Andrey
Shurygin, an overhead linesman from Chelyabinsk, to 5.5 years imprisonment. Reading
and discussing the Bible with fellow believers is deemed as "organizing the activity of an
extremist organization."

The verdict has not entered into force and can be appealed.

The criminal prosecution of Andrey Shurygin began with surveillance, searches and
interrogations in June 2023. Due to the severe shock, the believer suffered a cardiac
arrest. Andrey recalls: "During the search, the front door and balcony were damaged,
there were many different thoughts and mixed emotions spinning round my mind. The
investigator and officers wanted to obtain the passwords to our phones through
intimidation, threats and persuasion. And the investigators said: 'Renounce God and live
peacefully."

Continue reading...

12.05.2025 - Patriarch of Moscow issues a “friendly” address to the new Pope

Human Rights Without Frontiers FORB Newsletter | Russia lm


https://www.sova-center.ru/religion/news/harassment/refusal/2024/09/d50457/
https://www.sova-center.ru/religion/news/harassment/places-for-prayer/2025/04/d51425/
https://www.jw-russia.org/en/news/2025/05/131406.html

Risu - “You are beginning your ministry as the head of the Roman Catholic Church at a
particularly historic moment, marked by a series of cultural challenges as well as certain
signs of hope,” Patriarch Kirill wrote to Pope Leo XIV.

“In this context, the relationship between the Christian East and West holds special
significance for the fate of the world,” he added in his message to the newly elected

pope.

While Kirill did not specify what he meant by “signs of hope,” he may have been referring
to U.S.-led efforts to end the war in Ukraine, according to Orthodox Times.

Continue reading...

12.05.2025 - A resident of Ivanovo was sentenced under Art. 148 UK

Sova - Dmitry Vetrov was sentenced to a fine of 140 thousand rubles. Previously, he was
twice fined under Art. 20.3.1 Administrative Code on incitement to hatred.

On May 12, 2025, the press service of the courts of the Ivanovo region reported that the
justice of the peace of the judicial district N° 5 of the Leninsky judicial district of Ivanovo
sentenced a 43-year-old local resident under Part 1 of Art. 148 of the Criminal Code
(insulting the religious feelings of believers). It's about Dmitry Vetrov. The court fined
him 140 thousand rubles.

The reason for the criminal prosecution of the Ivanovie was the comments he left in
VKontakte from July 29, 2024 to January 23, 2025. They were dedicated to "Russian
clergy, Orthodox Church and other religious communities". According to the version of
the investigation, which the court agreed, Vetrov aimed to offend "the religious feelings
of believers of different faiths, Christians of different faiths as a group of persons".

Continue reading ...

12.05.2025 - Two Jehovah's Withesses were arrested in Adygea

Sova - On April 29, 2025, Jehovah's Witnesses were searched in Adygeisk. The detained
Alexei Dmitriev and Yuri Sergeechev were detained by the court the next day.

What exactly the believers are accused of has not yet been specified. Probably, we are
talking about another criminal case under Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code (organization
of the activities of an extremist organization or participation in it).

The criminal case is being investigated by the bodies of the Investigative Committee of
the Russian Federation, the searches were carried out with the participation of FSB
operatives.

Continue reading...

07.05.2025 - In Bashkortostan and Udmurtia, mandatory work was appointed
on the financing of the Ukrainian church

OVD - On March 24, the Neftekamsk City Court of Bashkortostan sentenced Resid Sadeev

to 360 hours of compulsory work in the case of financing an "undesirable organization"
(part 2 of Art. 284.1 of the Criminal Code). The sentence was published on the court's

website.
Human Rights Without Frontiers FORB Newsletter | Russia lm


https://risu.ua/en/patriarch-of-moscow-issues-a-friendly-address-to-the-new-pope_n156163#goog_rewarded
https://www.sova-center.ru/misuse/news/persecution/2025/05/d51558/
https://www.sova-center.ru/misuse/news/persecution/2025/05/d51553/

According to the investigation, she transferred 32,886 rubles 26 kopecks to the All-
Ukrainian Spiritual Center "Renaissance" and "Charitable Foundation "Renaissance" of
Vladimir Muntyan.

In Izhevsk, a 25-year-old local resident was convicced on a similar
charge, IZHLIFE reported on May 5. She was assigned 240 hours of compulsory work.

Continue reading...

06.05.2025 - Supreme Court of the Karachayevo-Circassian Republic upheld
guilty verdict against one of Jehovah's Withesses

JW.RU - On April 29, 2025, the court of appeal upheld the guilty verdict against Yevgeniy
Semenov. "The court equated a believer of a peaceful religion with a terrifying follower of
an aggressive movement," said Yevgeniy's lawyer. "Therefore,... he is a victim of
discrimination."

In his appeal, Semenov referred to the position of the Working Group on Arbitrary
Detention of the UN Human Rights Council: "Since the right to freedom of conscience and
religion applies to everyone, it undoubtedly applies to Jehovah's Witnesses, to their
religious practices and manifestations, and also includes the right to gather for meetings
for worship. [...] Practicing the religion of Jehovah's Witnesses cannot be interpreted as
extremist activity."

Continue reading...

05.05.2025 - Criminal cases have been opened in Moscow against two followers
of Jehovah's Withesses

Sova - On April 22, 2025, the investigator of the Koptevsky Interdistrict Investigation
Department of the Investigative Committee of the Northern Administrative District of
Moscow initiated a criminal case under Part 2 of Art. 282.2 Criminal Code (participation in
the activities of an extremist organization) against the 50-year-old follower of Jehovah's
Witnesses Maria Pankova, the wife of Sergei Tolokonnikov.

On April 24, Pankova, as well as the 74-year-old believer Nadezhda Lebed, were
searched with the seizure of equipment. They took a non-deval subscription from both.

Continue reading...

01.05.2025 - Court sent man to penal colony for 6 years, and fined woman

JW.RU - On April 29, 2025, Yevgeniy Zadvornyy, judge of the Lesosibirsk City Court of
the Krasnoyarsk Territory, issued a decision in the case of Andrey Shiyan and Anna
Matveeva: 6 years and 1 month in a penal colony and a fine of 400,000 rubles,
respectively. Andrey was taken into custody in the courtroom.

Andrey and Anna first faced criminal prosecution in November 2021. Then the law
enforcement officers raided and searched their homes as part of the criminal case against
another believer from Lesosibirsk, Valeriy Shitz. Later, in January 2023, Artem Kunko, a
senior investigator of the Lesosibirsk Investigation Department of the Main Investigative
Directorate of the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation for the Krasnoyarsk
Territory and the Republic of Khakassia, initiated criminal cases against Shiyan and

Matveeva.
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Continue reading...

01.05.2025 - Inver Siyukhov, one of Jehovah's Witnesses from Maykop, served
his sentence and was released

JW.RU - On April 30, 2025, Inver Siyukhov, 51, who had been convicted for his faith, was
released. He spent 4 years in the pretrial detention center, where the length of
punishment is calculated on the principle of 1 year for 1.5 years. This is a record length
of time that any Jehovah's Witness was held in a pretrial detention center. At the
checkpoint, the believer was met by his relatives.

Inver Siyukhov was sentenced to 6 years imprisonment, but he was never sent to a
penal colony. From the moment of his arrest until his release, he was in a pretrial
detention center (Facility used for pretrial detention) at strict regime penal colony No. 1
in the village of Tlyustenkhabl, which is about 110 km from Maykop. Conditions of
detention in such a facility are much harsher than in a penal colony.

Continue reading...

A Jehovah's Witnhess was sentenced to five and a half
years in prison

HRWF with OVD.info (14.05.2025) - The District Court of Chelyabinsk sentenced Andrei
Shurygin, 49-year-old Jehovah's Witness, to five and a half years in a colony of general
regime, the press services of the regional departments of the Ministry of Internal
Affairs and the Investigative Committee reported.

The defendant was also banned from leading religious organizations and participating in
their activities for five and a half years and was appointed a year of restriction of liberty
after his release.

He was found guilty of organizing the activities of an “extremist organization”, Jehovah’'s
Witnesses banned in 2017, (Part 1 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code).

According to the investigation, from 2017 to 2022 he "carried out active preaching
activities, encouraged other persons to participate in them and distributed literature and
information materials of extremist content".

A criminal case was opened against the believer in June 2023.

Women sentenced for making gifts to the Ukrainian
Church in two Republics of the Federation

OVD-Info (07.05.2025) - On March 24, the Neftekamsk City Court of Bashkortostan
sentenced Resid Sadeev to 360 hours of compulsory work in the case of financing an
"undesirable organization" (part 2 of Art. 284.1 of the Criminal Code). The sentence was
published on the court's website.
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According to the investigation, she transferred 32,886 rubles 26 kopecks to the All-
Ukrainian Spiritual Center "Renaissance" and "Charitable Foundation "Renaissance" of
Vladimir Muntyan. (HRWF Note: 1000 Rubles = 10.78 EUR)

In Izhevsk, a 25-year-old local resident was convicced on a similar
charge, IZHLIFE reported on May 5. She was assigned 240 hours of compulsory work.
According to the security forces, in 2022-2023, the woman transferred 17 thousand
rubles to the All-Ukrainian Spiritual Center "Renaissance" and the Charitable Foundation
"Renaissance".

The publication does not name the convict and does not specify which court sentenced
her.

According to the case filed on the websites of the district courts of Izhevsk, only two
sentences were handed down in the city under the article on financing an "undesirable
organization" (part 2 of Art. 284.1 of the Criminal Code). Probably, the IZHLIFE news is
about Dinara Akhmetova, who was sentenced by the Oktyabrsky District Court of
Izhevsk on April 30.

Another sentence on the same charge in Izhevsk concerned 63-year-old Olga Leontieva,
who was sentenced to a year and a half suspended sentence.

The Prosecutor General's Office recognized the Ukrainian organizations "Spiritual Center
"Renaissance" and "Charity Foundation "Renaissance" of Vladimir Muntyan as
"undesirable" in November 2022. According to the Prosecutor General's Office, the
activities of these organizations pose a threat to the constitutional system and security of
the Russian Federation.

Religious issues and persecution: Bimonthly Digest April
15-30

29.04.2025 - The prosecutor requested from 2.5 to 6.5 years of imprisonment
Jehovah's Witnesses from Lesosibirsk

Sova - On April 25, 2025, during a debate in the Lesosibirsk City Court of the
Krasnoyarsk Territory, the prosecutor asked to appoint a Jehovah's Witness Andrei
Shiyan, accused under Part 1 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code (organization of the
activities of an extremist organization), six and a half years of a general regime colony,
and the believer Anna Matveeva, who is being tried under Part 2 of Art. 282.2 of the
Criminal Code (participation in the activities of an extremist organization), two and a half
years of imprisonment.

Continue reading...
29.04.2025 - Jehovah's Witnesses from the village of Pavlovskaya were
sentenced to imprisonment

Sova - Believer Alexander Davydenko was found guilty under the ch. 1.1 and 2 Art.
282.2 of the Criminal Code and sentenced to more than four years in a colony.
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On April 28, 2025, the Krasnodar Regional Court confirmed the verdict of Jehovah's
Witness Alexander Davydenko on the ch. 1.1 and 2 Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code
(involvement in the activities of an extremist organization and participation in one).

On February 25, 2025, the Pavlovsky District Court of the region sentenced the believer
to four years and two months in a general regime colony, as well as one and eight
months of restriction of liberty and a three-year ban on engaging in activities related to
the organization of public associations and participation in them.

Continue reading...

28.04.2025 - The Krasnodar Regional Court refused to consider the complaint of
the Jehovah's Witness, who died in the pre-trial detention center

Sova - The case of the believer Valery Bailo from the village of Kholmskaya, sentenced to
two and a half years in a colony under Part 2 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code and an
appeal pending in the pre-trial detention center, closed.

On April 22, 2025, the Krasnodar Regional Court issued a decision to terminate the
criminal case against Jehovah's Witness Valery Bailo in connection with his death. Bailo's
son objected to the termination of the case on non-rehabilitating grounds and insisted on
the consideration of his father's appeal on the merits, but the court ignored his
objections.

Continue reading...

25.04.2025 - Me. Lantratova asks the prosecutor to recognize the foundation
that helps priests as an undesirable organization

Sova - On April 23, 2025, the head of the State Duma Committee on the Development of
Civil Society, Public and Religious Organizations Yana Lantratova sent an appeal to the
prosecutor of the Moscow region Sergei Zabaturin with a request to conduct an
inspection and give a legal assessment of the activities of the organization "Peace to All"
and recognize its activities as undesirable.

According to Lantratova, this organization under the guise of helping clergymen "spreads
destructive narratives, tries to destabilize the socio-political situation in Russia, discredits
the decisions and actions of the country's top political leadership, the Russian Orthodox
Church, the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation, law enforcement agencies".

Continue reading ...

25.04.2025 - Raid by security forces in the Naro-Fominsk mosque

Sova - On April 25, 2025, it became known that in Naro-Fominsk near Moscow, law
enforcement officers, the military registration and enlistment office, the Main Directorate
of Regional Security of the Moscow Region and riot policemen conducted a joint raid on a
local religious organization of Muslims.

On the day of Friday prayer, the arrivals checked the documents of 208 people, inspected
the premises and cars.

During the raid, violations of migration legislation were revealed, as well as Art. 5.26
Administrative Code (violation of legislation on freedom of conscience, freedom of
religion and religious associations).
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Continue reading...

22.04.2025 - The Kamchatka Regional Court confirmed the sentence of the
Jehovah's Witness

Sova - The court sentenced Alexei Ovchar to six years of suspended imprisonment
under Part 1 of Art. 282.2 UK.

On April 22, 2025, the Kamchatka Regional Court left unchanged the sentence that the
Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky City Court handed down to Jehovah's Witness Alexei Ovchar
on February 26.

The believer was found gquilty under Part 1 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code
(organization of the activities of an extremist organization), he was sentenced to six
years of suspended imprisonment with a three-year probationary period. As an additional
punishment, the court imposed a restriction of liberty for a year and a three-year ban on
leading and participating in religious associations.

Continue reading...

21.04.2025 - Arson of the imam's house in Rostov-on-Don

Sova - On April 15, 2025, in Rostov-on-Don, two attackers tried to set fire to the house
of the chief imam of the Rostov region Muhammad Bikmayev. The fire was quickly
extinguished, no one was injured.

On the fact of the incident, a case was initiated under Article 30 and Part 2 of Art. 167 of
the Criminal Code (attempt to intentional destruction or damage to property from
hooligan motives motivated by political, ideological, racial, national or religious hatred)
and Part 2 of Article 213 (hooliganism committed by a group of persons).

D. was detained on suspicion of committing a crime. Lapin and V. Kotsiubinsky. The
Kirovsky District Court of Rostov-on-Don chose a preventive measure in the form of
detention for two months - up to June 15. Both detainees were previously brought to
criminal responsibility.

Continue reading...

17.04.2025 - The case of the pastor of the church of the HVE, who allowed anti-
war statements in the sermon, is being investigated in the Moscow region

Sova - On October 18, 2024, law enforcement officers detained the pastor of the Holy
Trinity Church of Christians of the Evangelical Faith in Balashikha Nikolai Romanyuk. A
criminal case was opened against him under Art. 280.4 of the Criminal Code (public calls
for activities directed against state security). On October 20, the court placed him in a
pre-trial detention center.

During the search, the pastor was hit on the head with a butt, although he did not resist.
As a result, he was deaf in one ear. Later it became known that Romanyuk had a
microstroke in the detention center.

Continue reading...

17.04.2025 - Criminal prosecution to follow fine for anti-war post?
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Forum 18 - Police prosecuted Apostolic Orthodox Church Archbishop Grigory Mikhnov-
Vaytenko for allegedly "discrediting" Russia's Armed Forces in a 2022 online video. On 1
April, a St Petersburg court fined him a week's average wages. He quoted in court Jesus'
words "blessed are the peacemakers", adding "the Church is obliged to voice precisely
this position". A court spokesperson explained his conviction: "He uploaded a video in
which it was said that Russia groundlessly invaded Ukraine. What other reasoning do you
need?" Archbishop Grigory expects a second "discreditation" accusation and criminal
prosecution.

Continue reading...

16.04.2025 - Criminal trial of anti-war believer begins, another continues, third
awaited

Forum 18 - On 14 April, a military court began the trial of Christian preacher Eduard
Charov on criminal charges of repeat "discreditation" of the Armed Forces and "public
justification of terrorism". He is accused over social media posts criticising Russia's war
against Ukraine. The trial of Zen Buddhist leader Ilya Vasilyev — arrested in June 2024 -
continues in Moscow over anti-war posts he made "solely out of religious conviction".
Protestant pastor Nikolay Romanyuk is under investigation for an anti-war sermon. A
court extended pre-trial detention until June, despite his poor health.

Continue reading...

16.04.2025 - Judicial statistics on cases of "illegal missionary work" for 2024
have been published

Sova - On April 16, 2025, the Judicial Department of the Supreme Court of the Russian
Federation published statistical information on the application of Art. 5.26 Administrative
Code (violation of the legislation on freedom of conscience, freedom of religion and
religious associations) in 2024.

According to this data, in 2024 the courts considered 431 cases under this article, which
is more than a year earlier (354).

Continue reading...

Repeated ill-treatment of Jehovah’s Withess Anna
Safronova in a Penal Colony in Russia

The European Times (16.04.2025) - Anna Safronova, 59, a Jehovah’s Witness, convicted
for her faith, is subjected to inhuman treatment in penal colony No. 7 in Zelenokumsk
(Stavropol Territory), and she also does not receive proper medical care. The reason for
this punishment was that her religious beliefs prevented her from wearing the St. George
ribbon (a patriotic symbol).

Safronova has been in the colony for 2 years and 9 months. During 2024, her blood
pressure began to rise noticeably and one day she even lost consciousness. She also has
pathologically swollen and painful legs.

Punished for refusing to wear a military symbol
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Particular pressure on the believer began after she refused to wear the St. George
ribbon.

After that, Safronova was placed in a punishment cell on a fabricated violation - food was
planted in her personal belongings.

The St George ribbon is a component of many high military decorations awarded by the
Russian Empire, the Soviet Union and the current Russian Federation.

In the early 21st century, the ribbon of Saint George has come to be used for
commemorating the veterans of the Eastern Front of WW II. It is the primary symbol
used in association with Victory. It enjoys wide popularity in Russia as a patriotic symbol,
as well as a way to show public support to the Russian government.

Yaroslav Sivulsky, a representative of the European Association of Jehovah’s Witnesses,
explained: “Believers respect the state. They do not encroach on the right of other
people to have political convictions, to honor state, patriotic or any other symbols as they
see fit. At the same time, the Witnesses are convinced that Jehovah God is the supreme
ruler, and his laws are superior to those of the secular authorities. They adhere to this
Christian position regardless of the country of residence and the current political system.
That is why they do not riot, do not participate in wars and patriotic ceremonies.
Ignorance or misunderstanding of this historically proven truth leads to unmotivated
cruelty, which is what happens to Anna Safronova.”

Repeated punishments and ill-treatment on trumped-up charges

Such sanctions in a detention center cannot exceed 15 days for one violation, but the
prisoner can be kept there longer, appointing new penalties under the pretext of other
violations. This was the case of Safronova.

From April 29 to May 14, 2024, Anna Safronova was kept in a punishment cell, where
she was placed with a severe cough. Safronova was not given any medication - this
provoked an increase in bronchitis. Soon she was again sent to the punishment cell for
refusing to wear the St. George ribbon. According to the lawyer, in December 2024, Anna
was forbidden to take free seats on the lower tier of beds: “"Due to the pain, Anna was
forced to climb onto the upper tier every time.”

On March 22, 2025, after the morning formation, Anna was taken to a stuffy, windowless
room and forced to stand continuously for 10 hours. “Before that, all the furniture was
taken out of the room so that Anna could not sit down. And it is forbidden to sit on the
floor by the internal regulations, for violation of which a penalty is imposed. After
receiving a penalty, the prisoner loses the right to early release, and the conditions of
detention are also toughened for him,” the lawyer said.

Critical health conditions

By the evening, her legs got very swollen and bruised on them. The next day, Anna was
again taken indoors, and this time she stood for 13 hours without being able to sit down.
During all this time, she was allowed to go to the toilet only once. The next day, the
lawyer had to call an ambulance for her, which turned out to be the only way to “get
Anna out of the premises with unbearable conditions.”

On March 26, 2025, her defender sent a complaint to the Department of the Ministry of
Internal Affairs of Russia for the Sovetsky City District of Zelenokumsk with a request to
appoint a forensic medical examination, initiate a criminal case and bring officials to
justice. But on March 27, Anna was again sent to the punishment cell on trumped-up
charges - for 20 days.
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Anna Safronova became the first female Jehovah’s Witness, in Russia to be sentenced to
a record long prison term of 6 years in prison for her faith in God. Presumably, she
should be released from the colony in August 2027.

The situation with Anna Safronova is not the first case of mistreatment of Russian
Jehovah’s Witnesses in prison. On March 20, 2025, 67-year-old Valeriy Baylo died in pre-
trial detention center No. 3 in Novorossiysk — his requests for medical care and
hospitalization remained unanswered.

Religious issues and persecution: Bimonthly Digest April
01-15

15.04.2025 - Criminal trial of anti-war believer begins, another continues, third
awaited

Forum 18 - On 14 April, a military court began the trial of Christian preacher Eduard
Charov on criminal charges of repeat "discreditation" of the Armed Forces and "public
justification of terrorism". He is accused over social media posts criticising Russia's war
against Ukraine. The trial of Zen Buddhist leader Ilya Vasilyev — arrested in June 2024 -
continues in Moscow over anti-war posts he made "solely out of religious conviction".
Protestant pastor Nikolay Romanyuk is under investigation for an anti-war sermon. A
court extended pre-trial detention until June, despite his poor health.

On 14 April, the criminal trial of 53-year-old independent Christian preacher Eduard
Charov for repeat "discreditation"” of the Armed Forces began at the Central Region
Military Court in Yekaterinburg. Charov also stands accused of "public calls to commit
terrorist activities, public justification of terrorism or propaganda of terrorism, using the
internet" for what his wife Inna called a "sarcastic comment" on social media on another
user's post. Charov's next hearing is due on 27 May.

Continue reading...

15.04.2025 - The court in Birobidzhan sentenced Jehovah's Witness to
suspended imprisonment

Sova - On April 10, 2025, the Birobidzhansky District Court sentenced Jehovah's Witness
Vladlena Kukavitsa. The court found her guilty on the ch. 1.1 and 2 Art. 282.2 of the
Criminal Code (involvement in the activities of an extremist organization and
participation in it) and sentenced to six years of suspended imprisonment with a five-
year probation period. As an additional punishment, she was sentenced to two years of
restriction of liberty.

The State Prosecutor in the debate of the parties, which began on February 27, 2025,
asked to sentence Kukavits to seven years of suspended imprisonment.

Continue reading...

14.04.2025 - Prosecuting blasphemy in Russia

USCIRF - Russia has intensified its enforcement of laws targeting perceived offensive
expression toward religion, religious texts, and religious leaders. The Criminal Code
penalizes “insulting the religious feelings of believers,” a vague, undefined standard that
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constitutes a blasphemy law. Following its 2022 full-scale invasion of Ukraine, the
government hardened its policing of speech. While certain offensive statements and
actions may warrant public rebuke, prosecuting perceived offensive expressions
regarding religion violates the right to freedom of religion or belief. This report provides
an overview of blasphemy law enforcement in Russia and highlights recent cases.

Continue reading...

14.04.2025 - In the Nizhny Novgorod region, a rural community is trying to
legalize the mosque building

Sova - On April 13, 2025, it became known that the Local Religious Organization of
Muslims of the village of Staromochalei, Pilnensky district, Nizhny Novgorod region,
appealed to the Arbitration Court of the region with a claim to the district administration
to legalize the mosque building.

The building with an area of 141 square meters on Svobody Street is considered an
illegal construction.

The district administration does not object to the plaintiff's claims. The consideration of
the claim is scheduled for May 7.

11.04.2025 - The Ministry of Justice is trying to liquidate the Muslim community
in Mozhaisk

Sova - On April 9, 2025, consideration of the claim of the Ministry of Justice for the
liquidation of the Muslim community "Vatany" in Mozhaisk began. The Ministry of Justice
considered the reason for the liquidation to mention in the minutes of the constituent
meeting a person who died three days before the meeting.

"An error in the protocol in the presence of a quorum is not a reason for liquidation. The
Muslim community did not violate the law, its activities are legal and do not pose a
threat," said Larisa Aliyeva, a lawyer of the community.

10.04.2025 - Religious liberty, Putin, and Lukashenko

Providence - While peace talks in Saudi Arabia grapple with Russia’s war in Ukraine,
Moscow and its junior partner Belarus are already planning their next military
collaboration as Russian convoys are reportedly congregating in Minsk to prepare for
Zapad-2025 exercises. Amid this shadow of negotiations and saber-rattling, let’s not
forget Alexander Lukashenko’s iron-fisted Belarusian regime, a persistent threat to
Central and Eastern Europe.

Among the victims of Lukashenko’s tyranny are members of Belarus’s Polish and Catholic
minority, whose cultural identity has made them targets in an intensifying campaign of
repression—a campaign that aligns with Russia’s hybrid warfare against NATO.

Continue reading...

10.04.2025 - The court in Moscow sent two Jehovah's Withesses to the pre-trial
detention center

Sova - Viktor Velikov and Andrei Lukin are accused of financing extremist activities.

On April 10, 2025, the Savelovsky District Court of Moscow sent Viktor Velikov, a 54-
year-old Jehovah's Witnhess from Solnechnogorsk near Moscow, to the pre-trial detention
center. He is accused under Part 1 of Art. 282.3 of the Criminal Code (financing the
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activities of an extremist organization). The corresponding criminal case was initiated on
August 5, 2024. Velykov was detained on April 8 after a search.

On April 10, Jehovah's Witness Andrei Lukin and his wife were searched in Tver as part of
the same criminal case. Lukin was taken to Moscow and also sent to the pre-trial
detention center.

Continue reading...

09.04.2025 - How the Orthodox Church influences Russian families and Putin’s
regime

Religion Unplugged - Six months after the invasion of Ukraine, the Putin regime
announced a document titled “State Policy for the Preservation and Strengthening of
Traditional Russian Spiritual and Moral Values.” The document aimed to shape the
worldview of Russians by outlining various values, including a “strong family.”

Indeed, Putin has utilized the rhetoric surrounding the traditional values, which the
Russian Orthodox Church has promoted, for his own purpose in wartime.

“Traditional values,” especially family values, are significantly central in the ROC
teachings.

Continue reading...

09.04.2025 - The sentence of Jehovah's Witnhesses from Kamchatka has been
approved

Sova - The Kamchatka Regional Court left unchanged the sentence, according to which
Sergei and Elena Chechulin were sentenced to six years of probation.

On April 8, 2025, the Kamchatka Regional Court left unchanged the sentence, which on
February 19, 2025 Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky city passed in the case of Jehovah's
Witnesses Elena and Sergei Chechulin.

The defendants were found guilty of organizing the activities of an extremist organization
(part 1 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code) and sentenced them to six years of suspended
imprisonment with a three-year probationary period. In addition, as additional
punishments, they received a year of restriction of liberty and three years of ban on
leading and participating in religious associations.

Continue reading...

07.04.2025 - The Jehovah's Witness case was referred to court in
Novocheboksarsk

Sova - On March 27, 2025, the case of Jehovah's Witness Alexander Protasov was
submitted to the Novocheboksary City Court of Chuvashia. He is accused under Part 1 of
Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code in the organization of the activities of a banned local
religious organization.

The case against Protasov, who had previously received the status of a witness in the
case of Yuri Yuskov, was initiated on September 3, 2024. On September 26, Protasov
was accepted a non-departure subscription as a defendant. The believer is accused of
holding religious meetings of Jehovah's Witnesses.
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Continue reading...

03.04.2025 - The leader of the "Karakol Initiative Group" was convicted

Sova - On April 2, 2025, Vasily Chekurashev, a 73-year-old resident of the Ongudai
district of the Altai Republic, was convicted.

The court found him guilty under Part 1 of Art. 282.2 (organization of the activities of an
extremist organization) and Part 1 of Art. 282.3 of the Criminal Code (financing of
extremist activities) and sentenced to six years and eight months of suspended
imprisonment with a probationary period of four years and six months, with deprivation
of the right to organize public and religious associations for a period of five years, with
restriction of liberty for one year.

Continue reading...

03.04.2025 - Russian Jehovah's Witness jailed for managing extremist 'cells’

Reuters - A Jehovah's Witness in the Russian city of Chelyabinsk was sentenced to six
years in prison on Thursday for organising the activities of an extremist group, the local
interior ministry said.

Maxim Khamatshin, 28, is one of 850 Jehovah’s Witnesses to be prosecuted in Russia in
the eight years since it was banned. During that time, according to the faith group, 588
members were added to a federal register of extremists and terrorists and 460 had spent
time in prison.

Continue reading...

A preacher of the International Church of Scientology
was detained in Kaliningrad

OVD-Info (01.04.2025) - In Kaliningrad, a preacher of the International Church of
Scientology was detained in a criminal case on the organization of the activities of an
“undesirable” NGO, the channel “Operational Reports”, which is associated with the
security forces, reports.

According to the security forces, the man, using the Intention Personnel Training Center
LLC registered to him, organized the activities of the local cell of the International Church
of Scientology and studied the materials of  American Scientology
organizations recognized as “undesirable” in the Russian Federation: “World Institute of
Scientology Enterprises Internationab” (WISE Int.) and “Church of Spiritual Technology”.
The release states that the detainee "as been advising “ussians on the methods of thes”
companies for more than 20 years.

During the search, the detainee’s literature and personal folders of the students were
seized, he himself was sent into custody.

e The religious doctrine of Scientologists originated in 1952 in the United States. Its
founder, American science fiction writer Lafayette Ron Hubbard, developed a
spiritual practice called dianetics. Almost immediately after the founding of the
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church, believers had problems: they were accused of fraud, preaching
pseudoscience, financial violations, persecution of apostates and critics of
Hubbard’s teachings. Trials were held in the USA, Germany, France and Belgium.

e In Russia, Hubbard’s book "“What is Scientology?” recognized as extremist
material. In September 2021, the Prosecutor General’s Office recognized the
World Institute of Scientology Enterprises and the Ron Hubbard Library
undesirable in Russia. In August 2023, a court in St. Petersburg convicted five
members of the local Scientology Church, a year later it was recognized as an
extremist organization.

e IC "“Sova” considers the prosecution of Scientologists for extremism to be
unlawful. “The affirmation of one’s own exclusivity is characteristic of any religion,
and the persecution of Scientologists and the prohibition of their literature on this
basis are unjustified,” the Sova website says.

As a result of the investigation, criminal proceedings were instituted against the guide of
Scientology ideas under part Z of article 284.1 of the Criminal Code of the Russian
Federation (organisation of the activities of an undesirable NGO). In the course of search
operations in his office and flat, materials of undesirable NPOs, personal folders of
students, lectures and literature of Scientology organisations were seized.

The detainee was placed in custody. ORM and investigative actions are continuing.

Religious issues and persecution: Bimonthly Digest
March 16-31

31.03.2025 - In Konakovo, the court announced the verdict in the case of
Jehovah's Withesses

Sova - Four believers were sentenced to six years in a colony. The case against another
defendant was separated into separate proceedings.

On March 27, 2025, the Konakovsky City Court of the Tver region sentenced four
Jehovah's Witnesses - Alexander Starikov, Alexei Kuznetsov, Oleg Katamov and
Alexander Shchetinin - six years in a general regime colony, a year of restriction of
liberty and three years of ban on activities related to the posting appeals and other
materials on the Internet. They were found guilty under Part 1 of Art. 282.2 of the
Criminal Code (organization of the activities of an extremist organization). The case
against another believer Sergei Naumenko was allocated to a separate proceeding, he is
accused under the same article.

Continue reading...

28.03.2025 - Second jail term for discussing faith during first term

Forum 18 - Jehovah's Witness Dmitry Terebilov was due for release from his 3-year
prison term in September 2024. But he was already being prosecuted for answering a
fellow-prisoner's questions about his faith. Using covert recordings, a court in Kostroma
jailed him for just over five years for "continuing the activities of a banned extremist
organisation”. "I cannot understand what evil I have committed and to whom," Terebilov
told the court. Neither the court nor the Prosecutor's Office responded to questions. A
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Vladivostok court jailed two Jehovah's Withess men and handed five women suspended
sentences.

Continue reading...

26.03.2025 - The case of "illegal missionary work" against a Polish priest was
terminated in Noyabrsk

Sova - In March 2025, it became known that on February 11, the November City Court of
the Yamal-Nenets Autonomous District stopped the case of "illegal missionary work"
against a Catholic priest from Poland.

Polish citizen Marek Jasczkowski was charged under Part 5 of Art. 5.26 of the
Administrative Code (implementation of missionary activity with violations of the
requirements of the legislation on freedom of conscience, freedom of religion and
religious associations, committed by a foreign citizen) for failure to notify the beginning
of the activities of a religious group.

The priest pleaded not guilty. He explained that he is the rector of the Catholic parish of
Joseph Truzhnik and comes twice a month at the invitation of his parishioners to conduct
worship services. At the same time, only Catholics gather at the service, the priest does
not preach among representatives of other faiths.

Continue reading...

26.03.2025 - The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom once
again recognized Russia as a country of particular concern

Sova - On March 25, 2025, the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom
(USCIRF) published another annual report. The authors of the report considered the state
of religious freedom in Russia unsatisfactory.

The report, in particular, mentions the criminal prosecution of Jehovah's Witnesses and
their long prison terms, the persecution of alleged followers of Hiz but-Tahrir in Crimea,
followers of Said Nursi, Tabligha Jamaat and other believers under "extremist" articles.

Continue reading...

25.03.2025 - Six Jehovah's Withesses were arrested in Tomsk

Sova - A case was opened in Tomsk under Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code, six believers
were sent to the pre-trial detention center.

On March 20, 2025, six Jehovah's Witnesses were detained and later detained in Tomsk:
Evgeny and Yana Abramov, Vladimir Pushkov, Aisula Tastaibekova, Tatiana Dodolina and
Evgeny Dodolin (Leonidovich). The Kirovsky District Court of Tomsk chose a preventive
measure on March 21.

It is known that Pushkov is accused of organizing the activities of an extremist
organization (Part 1 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code), and other believers - in
participation in it (Part 2 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code).

Other details of the case have not yet been reported.

Continue reading...

25.03.2025 - Jehovah's Withess Saparov from Adygea was approved for a six-

year term
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Sova - Nikolai Saparov was found guilty under Part 1 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code
and sentenced to six years in a colony. The appellate court approved the verdict.

On March 19, 2025, the Supreme Court of Adygea considered an appeal against the
sentence of Jehovah's Witness Nikolai Saparov under Part 1 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal
Code (organization of the activities of an extremist organization) and left it unchanged.
On January 17, 2024, the Maikop City Court sentenced Saparov to six years in a general
regime colony. The court also deprived him of the right to engage in educational
activities, as well as activities related to leadership and participation in religious public
associations for four years. In addition, he was sentenced to additional punishment in the
form of restriction of liberty for a year.

Continue reading...

25.03.2025 - A Makhachkala man was fined for distributing a banned book

Sova - The court fined Ullubiy Hajiyev for distributing the book, which, in our opinion, is
illegally banned.

On March 19, 2025, the Soviet District Court of Makhachkala fined one thousand rubles
under Art. 20.29 Administrative Code (mass distribution of extremist materials) by Ulluby
Hajiyev.

The court found that it "transferred for review and study" the banned book "Mukhtasar
Ilmi-Khal. Introduction to Islam". It is not clear from the resolution to whom exactly he
transferred it and whether it is really about mass distribution.

Continue reading...

24.03.2025 - A resident of Serov was found guilty of insulting the feelings of
believers

Sova - On March 21, 2025, the Serovsky District Court of the Sverdlovsk Region handed
down a guilty verdict in the case of Nikolai Pozharuk. He was accused of insulting the
religious feelings of believers (part 1 of Art. 148 of the Criminal Code) and illegal storage
of explosives (Part 1 of Art. 222.1 of the Criminal Code). What punishment was imposed
on him is still unknown.

According to the investigation, an elderly native of Ivano-Frankivsk under the nickname
"Avgiyev Stables Cleaner" left comments in VKontakte insulting the religious feelings of
Orthodox Christians. The criminal case against him became known on February 8, 2024,
the investigator took Pozharuk's obligation to come.

Continue reading...

24.03.2025 - A Jehovah's Witness from the village of Kholmskaya died in the
pre-trial detention center of Novorossiysk

Sova - Earlier, the believer Valery Bailo from the village of Kholmskaya was sentenced to
two and a half years in a colony under Part 2 of Art. 282.2 UK.

On March 22, 2025, it became known that a 67-year-old Jehovah's Witness, a former
employee of a maximum security colony, Valery Bailo, died in the Novorossiysk pre-trial
detention center. According to his lawyer, Bailo has complained of health and
exacerbation of chronic diseases since his detention, but he has not received medical
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care. The lawyer suggests that due to the lack of treatment for stomach disease, Bailo
died of exhaustion and seeks to investigate the circumstances of the death of his client.

Continue reading...

24.03.2025 - In Tuapse, a minister of the EHB church was fined for "illegal
missionary work"

Sova - On March 12, 2025, the World Court of the Bryukhovetsky District of the
Krasnodar Territory fined Sergei Tymoshchuk, a minister of the Church of the
International Union of Evangelical Christian Baptist Churches (MSC EHB), for "illegal
missionary work".

The court found him guilty under Part 4 of Art. 5.26 of the Administrative Code
(implementation of missionary activity in violation of the requirements of the legislation
on freedom of conscience, freedom of religion and religious associations) and imposed a
penalty in the form of a fine of five thousand rubles.

Continue reading...

18.03.2025 - Russia bans local church publication as “extremist”

Bitter Winter - On March 7, 2025, Russian media reported that the Moscow City Court
declared “extremist” the book "New Testament: The Restoration Translation,” distributed
by the Local Church founded by Chinese preacher Witness Lee.

The court found that the comments by Witness Lee on what it called a “non-canonical
translation of the New Testament” contain signs of “exclusivism,” a frequent Russian
accusation against groups banned as “extremist.” “Exclusivism” means implying that the
Biblical interpretation by Witness Lee is superior to others, including the one by the
Russian Orthodox Church (ROC).

Continue reading...

Religious issues and persecution: Bimonthly Digest
March 01-15

13.03.2025 - A resident of Glazov brought up on biblical principles was denied
alternative civilian service

Susarin News - Glazov. Udmurtia. The Glazovsky District Court of Udmurtia recognized
the decision of the draft commission to refuse to replace military service by conscription
with alternative civil service. This is reported by the Joint Press Service of the courts of
the repubilic.

The lawsuit was filed by a 20-year-old citizen claiming that military service contradicts
his religion and beliefs. The conscript committee refused him alternative service.

After going to court, the young man indicated that he was born into a family of believers,
his parents gave him an upbringing on the basis of Biblical principles, in accordance with
his personal beliefs, personal faith in God and religion he accepted holy water baptism.
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Continue reading...

13.03.2025 - A case on financing an undesirable organization has been initiated
in Severodvinsk

Sova - In early March 2025, in Severodvinsk, Arkhangelsk region, a criminal case was
initiated against a local resident under Part 2 of Art. 284.1 of the Criminal Code
(provision or collection of funds or provision of financial services knowingly intended to
ensure the activities of a foreign or international organization in respect of which a
decision has been made to recognize its activities as undesirable on the territory of the
Russian Federation in accordance with the legislation of the Russian Federation).

According to the investigation, from the beginning of 2022 to February 2025, she
transferred about 150 thousand rubles to the All-Ukrainian Spiritual Center "Revival",
recognized as undesirable on the territory of Russia.

Continue reading...

13.03.2025 - In Bryansk, a foreign student was fined and expelled from the
country for "illegal missionary work"

Sova - On March 12, 2025, it became known that in Bryansk a foreign student of one of
the local educational institutions was fined for "illegal missionary work" and expelled from
the country.

According to the media, a 19-year-old young man organized a prayer room in the
dormitory. The court sentenced him to a fine of 30 thousand rubles and administrative
expulsion. Apparently, we are talking about punishment under Art. 5.26 of the
Administrative Code (implementation of missionary activity with violations of the
requirements of the legislation on freedom of conscience, freedom of religion and
religious associations, committed by a foreign citizen).

11.03.2025 - A resident of Dagestan was fined for keeping Muslim books at
home

Sova - During the search, a resident of Dagestan found the "Fortress of a Muslim" and a
semantic translation of the Koran, the publication of which the court identified with the

banned volume of tafsir as-Saadi.

On February 28, 2025, the Kaitagsky District Court of the Republic of Dagestan fined a
thousand rubles under Art. 20.29 Administrative Code (storage of extremist materials for
the purpose of mass distribution) by Magomedshapi Abdusalamov.

Abdusalamov's house was searched, during which the book "The Fortress of a Muslim"

and the publication "Quran. Semantic translation by EImir Kuliev". The court decided to
destroy these books.

Continue reading...

11.03.2025 -The sentence of Jehovah's Withesses from Blagoveshchensk was

approved
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Sova - The believers were found guilty of participating in the activities of an extremist
organization.

On March 10, 2025, the Amur Regional Court approved the verdict of four followers of
the teachings of Jehovah's Witnesses from Blagoveshchensk.

On December 6, 2024, the Blagoveshchensky City Court of the Amur Region sentenced
the followers of Jehovah's Witnesses Kristina Golik and Valentina Ermilova to two and
a half years, and Maria Myasnikova and Ekaterina Olshevskaya to two years and
two months in prison, replacing this punishment with forced labor for the same period
with a deduction of 10% of wages to the state income. In addition, they were given an
additional punishment in the form of restriction of liberty for six months after the end of
forced labor.

Continue reading...

11.03.2025 - A Greek Catholic parish was liquidated in Omsk

Sova - On May 22, 2024, the Omsk Regional Court satisfied the claim of the regional
department of the Ministry of Justice to liquidate the local Greek Catholic parish of the
Intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, whose servant is charged under two articles of
the Criminal Code. The reason for the liquidation was certain gross violations of federal
legislation.

Violations that the Ministry of Justice considered irrecovable were "identified during a
joint inspection of the department, the prosecutor's office of the Omsk region and the
Federal Security Service of the Omsk region".

Continue reading...

11.03.2025 - A citizen of Uzbekistan was fined in Kirov for "illegal missionary
work"

Sova - On March 5, 2025, the Oktyabrsky District Court of Kirov fined a citizen of
Uzbekistan Nurillo Mukhtorzhon Ugli Rakhmonaliyev for "illegal missionary work".

The court found him guilty under Part 5 of Art. 5.26 of the Administrative Code
(implementation of missionary activity in violation of the requirements of the legislation
on freedom of conscience, freedom of religion and religious associations, committed by a
foreign citizen) and imposed a penalty in the form of a fine of 30 thousand rubles.

Continue reading...

10.03.2025 - The government gave a negative response to the draft
amendments to the law "On Freedom of Conscience and Religious Associations"

Sova - The People's Assembly of Dagestan proposed to indefinitely deprive the leadership
of banned organizations of the creation of religious associations, to oblige the branches of
the Ministry of Justice to coordinate the registration of religious organizations with
regional authorities, as well as to leave the right to distribute religious literature and
religious items only to centralized religious organizations. The government did not
support the bill.
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On December 24, 2024, the People's Assembly of the Republic of Dagestan submitted to
the State Duma a draft amendment to the law "On Freedom of Conscience and Religious
Associations".

Continue reading...

24.01.2025 - An action against the construction of a mosque in Verkhnyaya
Kurya was held in Perm

Sova - On February 23, 2025, it became known that opponents of the construction of a
mosque in the Perm microdistrict of Verkhnyaya Kurya held a protest action in early
February: they installed showmen on the construction site, dressed them in nikabs and
attached offensive slogans to them.

Among the posters that the snowmen "held" were: "To the snow women on the nikab", "I
agree to the harem with the refrigerator", "Give me a hot Muslim", "I'll cool the ardor of
any migrant"”, "White women for black guests", etc.

A criminal case was opened against the organizer of the action Anna Pyanzina under Art.
282 of the Criminal Code (incitement to hatred). The local Center "E" is doing the case.

07.03.2025 - The case of the pastor of the church of the HVE, who allowed anti-
war statements in the sermon, is being investigated in the Moscow region

Sova - On October 18, 2024, law enforcement officers detained the pastor of the Holy
Trinity Church of Christians of the Evangelical Faith in Balashikha Nikolai Romanyuk. A
criminal case was opened against him under Art. 280.4 of the Criminal Code (public calls
for activities directed against state security). On October 20, the court placed him in a
pre-trial detention center.

During the search, the pastor was hit on the head with a butt, although he did not resist.
As a result, he was deaf in one ear. Later it became known that Romanyuk had a
microstroke in the detention center.

Continue reading...

07.03.2025 - Grigory Mikhnov-Vaitenko was in case for discrediting the army

Sova - On March 5, 2025, the Nevsky District Court of St. Petersburg received a case
under Part 1 of Art. 20.3.3 of the Administrative Code (public actions aimed at
discrediting the use of the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation in order to protect the
interests of the Russian Federation and its citizens, maintain international peace and
security, including public calls to prevent the use of the Armed Forces of the Russian
Federation for these purposes) against the priest of the Apostolic Orthodox Church
Grigory Mikhnov-Vaitenko.

Earlier, a case was opened against him for not reprising himself as a foreign agent.

Continue reading...

06.03.2025 - A Jehovah's Witness from Kaltan was sentenced to six years in the
colony

Sova - Believer Alexander Tsikunov was found guilty under Part 1 of Art. 282.2 UK.
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On March 6, 2025, the Kaltansky District Court of the Kemerovo Region sentenced
Jehovah's Witness Alexander Tsikunov to six years in a general regime colony. He was
found guilty under Part 1 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code (organization of the activities
of an extremist organization). After the verdict was announced, the convict was taken
into custody in the courtroom.

Continue reading...

03.03.2025 - In Sakhalin, the court sentenced Jehovah's Withess to six years in
prison

Sova - Daler Tokhtaev from Poronaysk was found guilty under the ch. 1.1 and 2 Art.
282.2 UK.

On February 28, 2025, the Poronai City Court of the Sakhalin Region sentenced
Jehovah's Witness Daler Tokhtayev to six years in prison with a general regime colony on
the terms of honor. 1.1 and 2 Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code (involvement in and
participation in the activities of an extremist organization).

Tokhtaev's case was initiated on February 6, 2024. On April 3, Tokhtaev was searched,
after which he was detained. The court placed the accused in a pre-trial detention center.
On October 2, 2024, the case was submitted to court. On January 15, 2025, during the
debate of the parties, the state prosecutor asked to sentence Tokhtaev to eight years in

Continue reading...

A Jehovah’s Witness sentenced by the Supreme Court of
Adygea to 6 years in a penal colony

The prosecutor’s request in 2024 was 9 years of detention for holding religious
meetings online

JW-Russia (11.03.2025) - On 10 March 2025, the Supreme Court of Adygea confirmed
the previous verdict issued against Inver Siyukhov: 6 years in a penal colony.

The Jehovah’s Witness attended the hearing via video conferencing from his pre-trial
detention center. As he had spent almost four years there, he is expected to be released
in @ month as pre-trial detention periods are multiplied by 1 -

Siyukhov sought to overturn the verdict due to numerous irregularities committed by the
court of first instance.

The Court of Appeal slightly changed the sentence only in terms of additional
punishment—the ban on engaging in educational activities was reduced from 4 years to 1
year.

It takes many Jehovah's Witnesses in Russia years to prove their innocence in court, but
in most cases to no avail. At the same time, human rights activists in Russia and abroad
note that these people are persecuted solely because of their faith.
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Operational-search measures against Inver Siyukhov from Maykop have been carried
out, presumably, since 2018.

In April 2021, he was arrested after a search of his house and placed in a pre-trial
detention center. The investigation considered the holding of religious meetings using the
Internet to be an activity of an extremist organization.

In September 2021, Siyukhov’s case went to court. At the hearings, several witnesses
mixed up their testimonies, and their words differed from the information from the
interrogation protocols. Also at the hearings, it turned out that the psycholinguistic
examination on which the accusation was based, was carried out by an expert who did
not have proper qualifications.

In February 2024, the prosecutor requested a sentence of 9 years in a penal colony. A
month later, the court sentenced him to 6 years in a penal colony. In March 2025, the
appellate court upheld the verdict.

See the timeline of his case HERE

Religious issues and persecution: Bimonthly Digest
February 16-28

27.02.2025 - A Jehovah's Witness from the village of Pavlovskaya was
sentenced to imprisonment

Sova - On February 25, 2025, the Pavlovsky District Court of the Krasnodar Territory
sentenced Jehovah's Witness Alexander Davydenko. The court found him guilty of
participating in the activities of an extremist organization (Part 2 of Art. 282.2 of the
Criminal Code) and four episodes of involvement in the activities of this organization (p.
1.1 Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code) and sentenced to four years and two months of
imprisonment in a general regime colony. He was also sentenced to imprisonment for
one year and eight months.

Continue reading...

26.02.2025 - The case of a preacher from the Sverdlovsk region was submitted
to the court

Sova - On February 14, 2025, the Central District Military Court registered a criminal
case against Eduard Charov, a preacher from Krasnoufimsk. He is accused under Part 1
of Art. 280.3 of the Criminal Code (re-discrediting the exercise of their powers by Russian
state bodies abroad) and Part 2 of Art. 205.2 of the Criminal Code (public justification of
terrorism on the Internet).

The criminal case against Charov became known in February 2024 - then he was accused
only under Art. 205.2 OF THE CRIMINAL CODE. The court placed the preacher under
house arrest. The reason for the case was an approving comment under the post with the
news about the arson of the military registration and enlistment office - in the message
Charov proposed to award the arsonist with the medal "For Courage".
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26.02.2025 - The sentence of twenty Jehovah's Witnesses from Surgut has been
approved

Sova - On February 21, 2025, the Court of the Khanty-Mansi Autonomous District
approved the verdict in the case of twenty Jehovah's Witnesses. On December 5, 2023,
the Surgut City Court of the KhMAO sentenced the faithful to various suspended terms of
imprisonment. Depending on the role of each of them, the defendants in the case were
charged under Parts 1, 2 of Art. 282.2 (organization of the activities of an extremist
organization or participation in it), Part 1 of Art. 282.3 Criminal Code (financing of
extremist activities).

According to Jehovah's Witnesses, the court imposed the following punishments on
eighteen defendants:

7 years of suspended imprisonment - Sergei Loginov and Timofey Zhukov;
6 years and 10 months - Evgeny Kairyak...

Continue reading...

24.02.2025 - Ten brothers in Russia sentenced

JW - On February 13, 2025, the Yoshkar-Ola City Court of the Republic of Mari El
convicted and fined ten brothers. Brothers Igor Alekseyev, Ilya Buryi, Eduard Kapitonov,
Ilya Kapitonov, Aleksey Kulikov, Sergey Kulikov, Sergey Naymushin, Denis Petrov, and
Vladimir Usenko were each fined 600,000 rubles ($6,569 U.S.). Brother Yevgeniy
Plotnikov was fined 500,000 rubles ($5,474 U.S.).

Continue reading...

24.02.2025 - The prosecution asks to impose suspended sentences on
Jehovah's Witnesses from Kurilsk

Sova - On February 13, 2025, during the debate in the Yuzhno-Sakhalin City Court, the
prosecutor asked to appoint Olga Kalinnikova and Larisa Potapova, followers of
Jehovah's Witnesses, five and a half years of suspended imprisonment, followed by one
and a half years of restriction of liberty by Chch. 1.1 and 2 Art. 282.2 of the Criminal
Code (involvement of a person in the activities of an extremist organization and
participation in one).

Continue reading...

24.01.2025 - An action against the construction of a mosque in Verkhnyaya
Kurya was held in Perm

Sova - On February 23, 2025, it became known that opponents of the construction of a
mosque in the Perm microdistrict of Verkhnyaya Kurya held a protest action in early
February: they installed snowmen on the construction site, dressed them in nikabs and
attached offensive slogans to them.

Among the posters that the snowmen "held" were: "To the snow women on the nikab", "I
agree to the harem with the refrigerator", "Give me a hot Muslim", "I'll cool the ardor of
any migrant", "White women for black guests", etc.

A criminal case was opened against the organizer of the action Anna Pyanzina under Art.
282 of the Criminal Code (incitement to hatred). The local Center "E" is doing the case.
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21.02.2025 - In Cherkessk, Jehovah's Witness was sentenced to a long term of
imprisonment

Sova - On February 20, 2025, the Cherkess City Court of Karachay-Cherkessia sentenced
Jehovah's Witness Evgeny Semenov under the Chch. 1, 1.1 and 2 Art. 282.2 of the
Criminal Code (organization, participation and inclination of persons in the activities of an
extremist organization). He was sentenced to six years and three months in a general
regime colony.

Continue reading...

20.02.2025 - "I Have Jehovah With Me”

JW - On February 20, 2025, the Cherkessk City Court of the Karachayevo-Circassian
Republic convicted Brother Yevgeniy Semenov and sentenced him to six years and three
months in prison. He remains in custody.

Continue reading...

20.02.2025 - A Jehovah's Witness from the Krasnoyarsk Territory was again
sentenced to suspended imprisonment

Sova - Alexander Kabanov was again sentenced to two years of suspended
imprisonment. His case has been going on since 2019.

On February 18, 2025, the Zelenogorsk City Court of the Krasnoyarsk Territory
considered the case of Jehovah's Witness Alexander Kabanov for the second time. He
was found guilty again under Part 2 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code (participation in
the activities of an extremist organization) and sentenced him to two years of suspended
imprisonment with a two-year probationary period. As an additional punishment, the
court imposed a six-month restriction of liberty.

Continue reading...

18.02.2025- The case of the pastor of the church of the HVE, who allowed anti-
war statements in the sermon, is being investigated in the Moscow region

Sova - On October 18, 2024, law enforcement officers detained the pastor of the Holy
Trinity Church of Christians of the Evangelical Faith in Balashikha Nikolai Romanyuk. A
criminal case was opened against him under Art. 280.4 of the Criminal Code (public calls
for activities directed against state security). On October 20, the court placed him in a
pre-trial detention center.

During the search, the pastor was hit on the head with a butt, although he did not resist.
As a result, he was deaf in one ear. Later it became known that Romanyuk had a
microstroke in the detention center.

Continue reading...

17.02.2025 - The Altai Regional Court recalculated the sentence of Jehovah's
Witness from Barnaul

Sova - Believer Vitaly Manuylov was previously found guilty under Part 2 of Art. 282.2
of the Criminal Code and sentenced to forced labor.

On February 14, 2025, the Altai Regional Court partially satisfied the complaint of
Jehovah's Witness Vitaly Manuilov against the conviction, which was handed down to him
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by the Industrial District Court of Barnaul on November 19, 2024, senting him two years
of forced labor under Part 2 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal Code (participation in the
activities of an extremist organization) with subsequent restriction of liberty for six
months. The regional court recalculated Manuylov's remaining sentence and came to the
conclusion that 10 months of forced labor should be considered served.

Continue reading...

Religious issues and persecution: Bimonthly Digest
February 01-15

13.02.2025 - The "Russian community" is outraged by the possible appearance
of a Muslim prayer house in Balashikha

Sova - On February 13, 2025, the "Russian Community" reported that in Balashikha near
Moscow, the city administration is agreeing on the purchase of a building by the Muslim
community for a prayer house. The funds for the purchase of the local religious
organization of Muslims "Iman" were allegedly allocated by the Spiritual Administration of
Muslims.

Activists of the "Russian Community" are concerned about the fact that the alleged
prayer house is located next to the kindergarten and the defense-industrial facility
"Kryogenmash", and public hearings on the issue of providing the building to a religious
organization were not held. According to the "community members", "the competent
authorities should urgently check this information and give a legal assessment of the
decision of the Balashikha administration to establish a religious object in the specified

place".

Continue reading...

13.02.2025 - Court ruled in the case of Valeriy Klokov, Jehovah's Witness from
Altai territory: 3 years in Penal Colony

JW - On February 7, 2025, Dmitriy Malikov, judge of the Industrialnyy District Court of
Barnaul, sentenced Valeriy Klokov to 3 years imprisonment. The court considered
statements about the need to live according to God's commandments as "propaganda of
exclusivity and superiority... of Jehovah's Witnesses."

Klokov faced criminal prosecution in July 2023. Then the Directorate of the Investigative
Committee of the Russian Federation for the Altai Territory initiated a criminal case
against him. The believer's home was searched, he was sent to a temporary detention
facility for 2 days, and then placed under house arrest for 1 year.

Continue reading...

12.02.2025 - Jehovah's Witness, who refused to be drafted into the army,
sentenced to three years in prison

Khpg - On January 27, 2025, Vitaliy Kriushenko began serving a three-year prison
sentence. According to the organization's website, he became the first Jehovah's Witness
to be imprisoned for refusing military service from the beginning of a full-scale Russian
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invasion. The case was reported on the Jehovah's Witnesses website JW.ORG, the
Witnesses Facebook page and the Human Rights Without Frontiers (HRW) website.

Continue reading...

12.02.2025 - A foreign citizen was fined and expelled from the country for
prayer in a Moscow hostel

Sova - On January 31, 2025, the Kuzminsky District Court of Moscow fined
Ruzimuhammad Hasanjon Ugli Kosimov for "illegal missionary work" and expelled him
from the country.

The court found that on January 29, a foreign citizen Kosimov in the lobby of the Mosotel
hostel "in the absence of appropriate authority to conduct a religious rite, acted as an
imam in a public place not intended for worship and religious rites, <...> carried out the
Muslim religious rite "Namaza".

Continue reading...

12.02.2025- The Petropavilovsk-Kamchatsky City Court held a debate on the
Jehovah's Withess case

Sova - The prosecutor asked the court to sentence Alexei Ovchar to a long term of
imprisonment under Part 1 of Art. 282.2 UK.

On February 10, 2025, during the debate on the case of Jehovah's Witnhess Alexei Ovchar
in the Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky City Court, the prosecutor asked the court to assign the
accused six and a half years in a general regime colony under Part 1 of Art. 282.2 of the
Criminal Code (organization of the activities of an extremist organization).

A criminal case against Elena and Sergei Chechulin and Alexei Ovchar was initiated in
Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky on September 25, 2022. The believers were accused of
holding religious meetings and services. Ovchar was taken a subscription not to travel as
a suspect, his wife became a witness in the case.

Continue reading...

11.02.2025 - In Kuban, a Baptist minister was fined for "illegal missionary
work"

Sova - On January 25, 2025, it became known that on December 15, 2024, in
Kurganinsk, Krasnodar Territory, two cases were opened against Baptist minister
Alexander Chmykh: under Part 2 of Art. 7 of the Federal Law "On Freedom of Conscience
and Religious Associations" and under Part 4 of Art. 5.25 Administrative Code
(implementation of missionary activities in violation of the requirements of the
legislation).

The reason for drawing up the protocols was the Baptist worship service in a private
house without notification of the creation of a religious group.

Continue reading...

06.02.2025 - Krasnodar Court sends music teacher with disability to penal
colony for practicing his faith
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JW - On February 4, 2025, the Sovetskiy District Court of Krasnodar sentenced Aleksey
Lelikov, 64, to 6.5 years in a penal colony. Judge Irina Klyuyeva considered holding
meetings for worship of Jehovah's Withesses to be organizing the activity of an extremist
organization. The believer was taken into custody in the courtroom.

"I cannot agree to admit my guilt and call myself an extremist, even if it would benefit
me," Lelikov said in his final statement, "because then it would mean that worshipping
God is a crime. For me, this is tantamount to denying God and his son Jesus, who have
nothing to do with any form of extremism."

Continue reading...

06.02.2025 - Court of Appeal in Udmurtia replaces suspended sentences of two
Jehovah's Withesses from Izhevsk with imprisonment

JW - The appeal hearing in the case of Aleksandr Votyakov and Yevgeniy Stefanidin
ended with a tougher sentence. On February 4, 2025, the Supreme Court of the Udmurt
Republic sided with the prosecutor's office and sent the believers to a penal colony:
Aleksandr for 6.5 years, and Yevgeniy for 6 years.

During the trial, the defense filed a motion to recuse A. R. Kudryavtsev, one of the
judges of the panel. Previously, he was involved in cases against believers
from Izhevsk and Votkinsk. According to the defense, he "had already formed his opinion
about Jehovah's Witnesses and cannot be impartial and objective in the consideration of
this criminal case." The court, however, rejected the motion.

Continue reading...

05.02.2025 - Court in Khabarovsk territory gave 78-year-old woman a
suspended sentence for letters about God

Sova - The court found Liliya Dolinina, a pensioner from the village of Dormidontovka,
guilty of extremism because she wrote letters to a woman on spiritual topics. On
February 3, 2025, Judge Kseniya Matviyevskaya gave the elderly believer a 4.5-year
suspended sentence.

The charge was based on Liliya's letters, which she wrote to her son's friend, I.
Lavrenova. According to the believer, her motive was wanting to support this woman.
"My goal was to help her come to know God and the advice he gives to people through
the Bible," Liliya said in court. "I just wanted her to enjoy a happy family life with my
son." However, the prosecution regarded this correspondence as an attempt to involve
Lavrenova in an extremist organization.

Continue reading...

05.02.2025 - The Ministry of Justice demands to liquidate a Muslim organization
in Kurgan

Sova - On February 4, 2025, it became known that the Department of the Ministry of
Justice for the Kurgan region appealed to the regional court with a suit to liquidate the
local religious organization of Muslims of Kurgan.

The Ministry of Justice demands to exclude the organization from the Unified State
Register of Legal Entities, referring to some violations identified in the activities of the

Human Rights Without Frontiers FORB Newsletter | Russia lm


https://www.jw-russia.org/en/news/2025/02/061002.html
https://www.jw-russia.org/en/news/2025/02/061115.html
https://www.jw-russia.org/en/news/2025/02/051113.html

MROM. At the same time, journalists mention "former security forces" as a source of
information.

03.02.2025 - Court in Vladivostok passed verdict in case of seven of Jehovah's
Witnesses.

JW - On February 3, 2025, the Pervorechenskiy District Court sentenced Jehovah's
Witnesses from Vladivostok to various terms, even up to 7 years imprisonment. Judge
Galina Vasilkevich deemed peaceful religious activity to be extremism. Previously the
husband of one of the defendants, Dmitriy Barmakin, was sentenced to 8 years in a
penal colony on similar charges.

Igor Lonchakov was sentenced to 7 years imprisonment, Yuriy Redozubov — to 6.5
years. The women were given suspended sentences: Yekaterina Treguba and
Lyudviga Katanaeva — 3 years and 4 months each with a 3-year probation period;
Yelena Barmakina, Yelena Tsorn and 65-year-old Nina Astvatsaturova — 3 years
each with a 3-year probation period.

Continue reading...

Religious issues and persecution: Bimonthly Digest
January 16-31

31.01.2025 - In the Orenburg region, the court liquidated the church of
Evangelical Christians

Sova - On January 29, 2025, it became known that the Orenburg Regional Court satisfied
the claim of the regional administration and liquidated the local religious organization
"Christian Church of Evangelical Christians" (Church of the Living God) of Mednogorsk.

During the scheduled verification of documents, the Ministry of Justice found that "the
charter of the organization does not meet the requirements of the legislation of the
Russian Federation, as it contains an indication of membership in a religious organization.
There are no signs of a religious organization in the activities of the administrative
defendant, since the documents confirming the relevant activities are not submitted for
verification".

The court liquidated the organization and excluded it from the unified state register of
legal entities.

30.01.2025 - A case on the activities of Jehovah's Withesses has been opened in
North Ossetia

Sova - Inspections of the premises were held at three families of believers.
On January 23, 2025, in North Ossetia, investigative authorities conducted inspections
of Jehovah's Witnesses. The Republican SU of the Investigative Committee of Russia
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reported that a criminal case had been initiated under Part 1 of Art. 282.2 of the Criminal
Code (organization of the activities of an extremist organization) against a local resident.

According to the investigation, from June 2022 to January 2024, knowing about the ban
of Jehovah's Witnesses organizations, including the local religious organization of
Jehovah's Witnesses in Vladikavkaz, the suspect organized meetings via the Internet and
at these online meetings "propagated the ideas of a banned religious organization".

Continue reading...

29.01.2025 - Criminal case for faith has been initiated in Vladikavkaz.

JW - In the early morning of January 23, 2025, in Vladikavkaz and the village of Nogir
(Republic of North Ossetia—Alania), representatives of the intelligence services inspected
the homes of three families of Jehovah's Witnesses. A criminal case has been initiated.

At about 6 a.m., 15 people arrived at the apartment of one of the believers. The senior
investigator leading the inspection of the home explained that the reason was that the
family belonged to the religion of Jehovah's Witnesses. Electronic equipment and a Bible
were confiscated from the family. After interrogations, the believers were released.

Continue reading...

25.01.2025 - Court sends Dmitriy Terebilov back to penal colony for practicing
his religion

JW - On January 23, 2024 the Sverdlovsk District Court of Kostroma issued a second
guilty verdict against Dmitriy Terebilov - 5 years and 5 days in a penal colony with a
strict regime. Judge Dmitriy Gorokhov deemed conversations about the Bible as involving
other convicted persons in the activity of an extremist organization.

In the fall of 2021, the believer was sentenced to 3 years in a strict regime penal colony
for practicing the religion of Jehovah's Withesses. Terebilov served his sentence in full,
but was not released — another criminal case was initiated against him under an article
for extremism in the spring of 2023. The charge was based on the testimony of a
cellmate who feigned an interest in the Bible, to the effect that the believer only
answered the man's questions about his religious beliefs.

Continue reading...

25.01.2025 - Five Jehovah’s Withesses sentenced to two years in jail in Algeria
for sharing their faith

Bitter Winter - On December 2, 2024, the Tirzi Ouzou Court in Algeria has sentenced five
Jehovah’s Witnesses to two years of imprisonment plus a fine of 100,000 Algerian dinars
“for the offense of inciting a Muslim to change religion and the offense of undermining
national unity.”

That the defendants spoke about religion with Muslims is probably true, although there is
no direct evidence of that in the judgment, no evidence of conversion, and no witness
who affirms it. The problem is that in Algeria, while speaking about religion is allowed,
especially for Muslims, inciting people to change their religion is not allowed by the law.
What makes a difference between speaking about religion and inciting to change one’s

religion?
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24.01.2025- Moscow continues targeting Christians in Russian-occupied
territories

Christianity today - President Donald Trump repeatedly claimed on the campaign trail
that he could end the Ukraine war within 24 hours of taking office. He failed to deliver
but on Wednesday issued on social media an ultimatum to Russian president Vladimir
Putin: End the war or risk “Taxes, Tariffs, and Sanctions.”

Trump’s tough stance against the Kremlin doesn’t mean Ukraine is off the hook. The
president’s administration hasn’t revealed which concessions it will request from Kyiv,
and Putin will undoubtedly negotiate for sovereignty over territory he has occupied and
illegally annexed.

Continue reading...

24.01.2025 - Getting Alternative Civilian Service "a hellishly difficult task"

Forum 18 - Military officials deny many young men Alternative Civilian Service (ACS),
rather than military service, despite their demonstrating their pacifist convictions. A
Krasnoyarsk Region court fined Baptist conscientious objector Zakhar Asmalovsky three
weeks' average wages in November 2024. He is appealing against the conviction.
German Strelkov, another Baptist, is on his fourth round of legal proceedings to try to
realise his right to conscientious objection. "After the war began, the situation changed
dramatically, and now it has become very difficult to obtain ACS," Seventh-day Adventist
Andrey Bondarenko told Forum 18.

Continue reading...

21.01.2025 - Father of child with disability given suspended sentence for his
faith

JW - On January 20, 2025, Galina Yevsegneyeva, judge of the Urupskiy District Court of
the Karachayevo-Circassian Republic, issued a verdict in the case of Aleksey Pasynkov:
6-year suspended sentence. The court considered reading the Bible with fellow believers
to be extremist activity.

Aleksey does not agree with the decision and thinks that the court has not cited a single
fact proving his guilt. He noted that the panel of experts did not find any signs of
extremism in the material presented for their study. Witnesses for the prosecution are
either not acquainted with the defendant or testify based on hearsay.

Continue reading...

21.01.2025 - Searches, interrogations with use of force, and detentions

JW - On January 17, 2025, in the city of Ozersk, Chelyabinsk Region, five apartments of
Jehovah's Witnesses were searched. The raid was launched by the Investigative
Committee of the Russian Federation for the Chelyabinsk Region, which initiated a
criminal case against Anton Parfenov under Article 282.2(1) of the RF CrC. Four men
were detained.

The searches began at about 5:30 a.m. and lasted between 2.5 and 4 hours. Demanding
passwords for electronic devices, law enforcement officers beat two men. The security
forces, some of them wearing masks and carrying automatic weapons, seized Bibles,
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phones and laptops, personal notes, and photographs. In some cases, they tried to
persuade the believers not to use Article 51 of the RF Constitution, which gives the right
not to testify against yourself or your relatives.

Continue reading...

20.01.2025 - In Sakhalin, Jehovah's Withesses are asked to be sentenced to
eight years in prison

Sova - On January 15, 2025, the debate of the parties in the case of Jehovah's Witness
Daler Tokhtayev began in the Poronai City Court of the Sakhalin Region. The state
prosecutor asks to sentence him to eight years in prison. 1.1 and 2 Art. 282.2 of the
Criminal Code (involvement in and participation in the activities of an extremist
organization).

Tokhtaev's case was initiated on February 6, 2024. On April 3, Tokhtaev was searched,
after which he was detained. The court placed the accused in a pre-trial detention center.
According to the investigation, a resident of Poronaisk since February 2023, being on the
territory of the Sakhalin region, held religious talks with local residents and "propagated
extremist ideology". Tokhtaev himself claims that the person he talked to was an FSB
provocateur.

Continue reading...

20.01.2025 - An Islamic school was closed in Simferopol by court decision

Sova - On December 20, 2024, it became known that a private house in which a Muslim
educational institution operated was sealed in Simferopol by a court decision.

On December 9, the Central District Court of Simferopol suspended the operation of the
building.

According to the Telegram channel "PE Feodosia (Crimea)", the school was created by a
Muslim organization that was not under the jurisdiction of the Spiritual Administration of
Muslims of Crimea and "has connections with foreign ideologues".The educational
institution "used children to mislead their parents, in order to involve them in illegal
actions and expand their influence in the community".

Continue reading...

16.01.2025 - A new criminal case has been opened against the Omsk pastor

Sova - At the end of December 2024, it became known that a case was initiated against
the pastor of the New Creation Church in Omsk Stanislav Moskvitin under Part 3 of Art.
284.1 of the Criminal Code (organization of the activities of a foreign or international
organization in respect of which a decision was made to recognize its activities as
undesirable on the territory of the Russian Federation in accordance with the legislation
of the Russian Federation).

Continue reading...
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Religious issues and persecution: Bimonthly Digest
January 01-15

15.01.2025 - Each given 6 years in a Penal Colony for "expressing gratitude” at
religious meetings.

JW - The Gagarinskiy District Court sentenced Viktor Kudinov and Sergey Zhigalov to
6 years in a penal colony. This verdict was announced on January 14, 2025, by Judge
Sergey Korotun. He deemed holding meetings for worship, permitted by law, extremism.
More than 100 people came to the courthouse to support the believers.

According to the defense, Kudinov and Zhigalov were groundlessly regarded as criminals.
The indictment states that the defendants participated "in organizing and conducting
[meetings for worship], by scheduling tasks for other participants, calling on them to
comment, as well as subsequently expressing gratitude for these comments." Sergey
Zhigalov, 53, refuted the charges in his final statement: "The video from the services is
proof that I love my brothers and sisters in faith, worship God peacefully and fulfill his
commandment 'let us not forsake our meeting together..., but let us encourage one
another" as written in the Bible."

Continue reading...

13.01.2025 - The court liquidated the Muslim community in Kotelniki

Sova - On January 11, 2025, it became known that the Moscow Regional Court satisfied
the claim of the Ministry of Justice and liquidated the local religious organization of
Muslims in Kotelniki near Moscow and excluded it from the Unified State Register of Legal
Entities.

The premises of the prayer house, the closure of which has been demanded for several
years by local residents and the "Russian Community", is sealed.

A criminal case under Art. 173.1 of the Criminal Code (illegal formation (creation,
reorganization) of a legal entity).

13.01.2025 - Crimean Tatar sentenced by Russia to 19 years for ‘religious
dissidence’ hurled into punishment cell for prayer

khpg - While Russian murderers and other real criminals are given pardons, freedom and
lavish payments to go and fight against Ukraine, Crimean Tatar and other Ukrainian
political prisoners get thrown into punishment cells without any grounds and face
constant harassment.

Muslim Aliev, a recognized political prisoner and Amnesty International prisoner of
conscience, has lodged a formal appeal against the most recent such attack. On 12
December 2024, Aliev was sentenced to 15 days in the horrific conditions of a Russian
SHIZO [punishment cell] . The pretext for this was that he, fellow Crimean Tatar political
prisoner Teymur Abdullayev and two other Muslims, had not interrupted their morning
prayers when the head of the prison colony entered his cell.

Continue reading...
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09.01.2025 - The International Alliance for Religious Freedom is recognized as
an undesirable organization

Sova - On December 29, 2024, the Prosecutor General's Office recognized the activities
of the international organization International Religious Freedom or Belief Alliance
(IRFBA) as undesirable on the territory of the Russian Federation.

Established in 2020, the alliance fights discrimination and persecution on the basis of
religion and unites 42 countries.

The Prosecutor General's Office is confident that "in fact, the association is a platform
serving the interests of the United States and its allies, participates in the
implementation of measures to discredit the domestic and foreign policy of the Russian
authorities, destabilize the socio-political situation in our country. Produces materials
about alleged violations of freedom of religion in Russia to increase sanctions pressure on
the Russian Federation".

09.01.2025- "Halal" and "Samarkand" cafes burned down in Ramensky district

Sova - In the Ramensky district of the Moscow region, teenagers in masks on camera set
fire to two cafes - "Halal" and "Samarkand".

On January 7, 2025, in the Ramensky district of the Moscow region, two teenagers in
masks set fire to two roadside cafes. They filmed their actions. The buildings were almost
completely destroyed by fire.

At first, the teenagers broke the windows in the Halal and Samarkand cafes, and then
threw Molotov cocktails into the buildings. The buildings caught fire, and the teenagers
ran away. Both snack bars are located at the entrance to the village of Kuntsevo.

Nothing was reported about the victims.

09.01.2025 - A resident of Mordovia was sentenced to compulsory labor for
cooperation with Falun Gong

Sova - On December 27, 2024, it became known that the Lyambirsky District Court of
the Republic of Mordovia brought a resident of this district I. Maksinyaev is convicted of
Falun Gong cooperation.

The court found him guilty under Part 3 of Art. 284.1 (organization of the activities of a
foreign or international organization, in respect of which it was decided to recognize its
activities as undesirable on the territory of the Russian Federation in accordance with the
legislation of the Russian Federation) and imposed a penalty of 400 hours of compulsory
work.

Continue reading...

09.01.2025 - Data on visitors to Christmas services in 2025

Sova - On January 7, 2025, the Russian Orthodox Church celebrated the Nativity of
Christ. We provide statistical data of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Rosgvardia on
the visit of festive services in different regions.

In Moscow, according to Vitaly Suchkov, Head of the Department of National Policy and
Interregional Relations, more than 1.5 million people attended the holiday services.

Human Rights Without Frontiers FORB Newsletter | Russia lm

Continue reading...


https://www.sova-center.ru/religion/news/harassment/intervention/2025/01/d50866/
https://www.sova-center.ru/religion/news/how-many/2025/01/d50861/

02.01.2025 - Statistics about the harsh repression of Jehovah’s Witnesses in
2024

The European Times - As of December 16, 2024, since the beginning of the year, Russian
security forces have conducted at least 96 searches in the homes of Jehovah’s
Witnesses — 17 in Crimea being the highest humber. The total number of raids since the
ban in 2017 reached 2157.

During 2024, 41 persons were made defendants in new criminal cases, of which 19 went
through various types of detention, 15 of them are still behind bars. Last year, criminal
cases were initiated against 100 believers.

Continue reading...

Statistics about the harsh repression of Jehovah's
Witnesses in 2024

From the point of view of the Russian judicial system, Jehovah’s Witnesses are
more dangerous than any other religious group. Over 140 prisoners and record
sentences of over 8 years.

The European Times (02.01.2025) - As of December 16, 2024, since the beginning of
the year, Russian security forces have conducted at least 96 searches in the homes
of Jehovah’s Witnesses — 17 in Crimea being the highest number. The total number
of raids since the ban in 2017 reached 2157.

During 2024, 41 persons were made defendants in new criminal cases, of
which 19 went through various types of detention, 15 of them are still behind
bars. Last year, criminal cases were initiated against 100 believers.

Sentences were handed down to 116 believers. 43 of them (37%) were
sentenced to imprisonment (It is noteworthy that this year nine people were sent
to forced labor as a punishment). Terms of more than five years were given to 24
people (or almost 56% of those sentenced to imprisonment).

Since 2017, 842 people have already been prosecuted; 450 of them have spent at
least 1 day in custody. Currently, 147 prisoners of conscience are behind bars,
either already convicted or awaiting sentencing. Of the 27 prisoners released
from colonies, 8 were released this year. Although they have served their main
sentence, most  continue to experience numerous  difficulties due to
additional restrictions imposed by the court, which can last up to eight years or
sometimes even more.

“The cumulative numbers and severity of custodial sentences are increasing. To put it
simply, during this year they imprisoned less, but more severely,” Yaroslav Sivulskiy, a
representative of the European Association of Jehovah’s Witnesses, commented on the
statistics.

In 2024, the court handed down record-breaking sentences against three
Jehovah’s Witnesses. Khabarovsk residents Nikolay Polevodov, Vitaliy Zhuk and
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Stanislav Kim received eight years and six months, eight years and four months,
eight years and two months in a penal colony, respectively.

After about three months the court of appeal changed the punishment from
imprisonment to a suspended sentence for shorter terms. Therefore, the longest term
in 2024 was given to Alexander Chagan from Tolyatti — eight years in a penal
colony. All in all, six believers have received such a harsh sentence since 2017.

Over the seven years of mass persecution of Jehovah’s Witnesses, the number of people
sentenced has reached 543, and 186 believers have been imprisoned. Almost 61% of
them (113 people) received terms of more than five years.

In 13 regions of Russia, the average term of imprisonment is 6 years or
more. This is especially true with the southern territories — the Astrakhan, Rostov,
Volgograd Regions, Crimea, and Sevastopol.

For comparison: according to the official statistics of the Judicial Department at the
Supreme Court of Russia for 2023, of the 1297 people convicted for intentional infliction
of grievous bodily harm, only 0.85% (11 people) were sentenced to terms of five to eight
years. Most were sentenced to terms of two to three years.

It seems that from the point of view of the Russian judicial system, Jehovah’s Witnhesses
are more dangerous than those who beat people to the point of disability.

This is confirmed by a recent report of the US Commission on International Religious
Freedom (USCIRF) titled “Religious Freedom Challenges for Jehovah’s Withesses”:

Sentences for Jehovah’s Witnesses continue to increase in severity. In June 2024, a court
in Khabarovsk sentenced Nikolai Polevodov to eight years and six months, Vitaliy Zhuk to
eight years and four months, and Stanislav Kim to eight years and two months in prison,
surpassing the record length of eight years’ imprisonment for a Jehovah’s Witness.

Other punishments for Jehovah’s Witnesses include fines and compulsory labor. In March
2024, a Teykovo court fined four Jehovah’s Witnesses a collective 3,450,000 rubles
($37,048) for their religious activities. And in January 2024, a court in Tolyatti sentenced
Sona Olopova to two years of forced labor for having a religious gathering.”

At the same time, hundreds of trials against Jehovah’s Witnesses accused of extremism
have not confirmed a single fact of extremist activity on the part of the believers.

International Support

In the summer 2024, the European Court of Human Rights ruled in favor of 16
Jehovah’s Witnesses who were subjected to illegal searches, arrests, and convictions for
their religion in Russia. Although Russia withdrew from the European Convention
on Human Rights back in 2022, the Russian Federation is still obliged to pay
compensation assigned to believers.

On October 24, 2023, the UN Human Rights Committee issued two opinions in favor
of Jehovah’s Witnesses regarding the rulings to liquidate the local religious organizations
(LROs) in Abinsk and Elista. In Russia, these rulings became precedent for the beginning
of religious persecution, and a former member of the Abinsk LRO, the elderly Aleksandr
Ivshin, is serving time for his faith in a penal colony.

The UN Human Rights Committee emphasizes that there are no calls for violence or other
information inciting hatred in the literature of Jehovah’s Witnesses. In both cases, Russia
violated the right of Jehovah’s Witnesses to “freedom of thought, conscience
and religion” and “the right to freedom of assembly” (Articles 18.1 and 22.1 of the
European Convention on Human Rights).
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The Committee ordered Russia to reconsider the decisions on the ban and ordered it to
“take all necessary steps to avoid similar violations in the future.” During 2024, hearings
were held in Russia on this issue, but the Committee’s orders were never carried out.
Moreover, after the publication of the Opinion of the Human Rights Committee on the
liquidation of a religious organization in Abinsk, local security forces initiated a criminal
case against Valeriy Baylo, 66 at that time, — for participating in the activity of the
Abinsk LRO. The court sentenced the believer to two and a half years in a penal colony.
Now he is in custody and is awaiting the decision of the court of appeal.

Noteworthy is that very few media outlets in Europe echo such religious repression and
that groups hostile to Jehovah’s Witnesses pretending to defend human rights turn a
blind eye to that persecution by Putin’s regime.
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