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International Religious Freedom Roundtable in Prague: 
discrimination cases raised 

 

HRWF contribution about illegal dismissals of teachers practicing yoga 

 

By Willy Fautré, director of Human Rights Without Frontiers 

 

HRWF (14.11.2025) - My intervention will concern the illegal dismissals of a number of 

teachers because they follow the teachings of some specific philosophical and spiritual 

groups that have been defamed by the media. 

Tomorrow, our NGO is organizing an event about the damage caused in the lives of 

ordinary citizens by some media and some journalists who are characterized by their 

illiteracy in religious matters but who cover issues related to religious minorities whose 

philosophies and life practices can different from mainstream thinking, mindset, and 

behaviours.  

For decades, the victims of defamation campaigns have often been Jehovah’s Witnesses 

or the Church of Scientology, but a new group is increasingly targeted in some countries 
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by journalists who purposefully fail to abide by the ethical rules of their profession. Their 

target is schools teaching tantric yoga rooted in foreign philosophies.  

In the last few years, I have investigated such cases in Argentina, Romania and France 

but Czechia is also concerned. 

Last year, a fashion teacher in Prague was fired overnight by the board of her school 

after her name appeared in a TV report about a yoga school.  She had enrolled in that 

yoga school for merely practising yoga but her name and her picture were publicly 

thrown to the media without her consent.  

  

The journalist in search of sensationalism had warned the board of her school that their 

fashion teacher might be a danger for her students because a Czech court had sentenced 

the spiritual master of the yoga school to a few years in prison for sexual abuse during 

sessions of tantric yoga about 20 years ago. It is to be noted that he is not any more 

living in Czechia and the teacher had never met him. 

  

That teacher had not been involved in any illegal activity and had not had any 

inappropriate behaviour with her students or in her private life. She had never talked 

about her practice of yoga to her students but the official reason of her illegal dismissal 

by the board was the preservation of the image and the reputation of the school. 

  

Another similar case in Czechia that I investigated concerns another illegal dismissal in a 

similar context. In May of this year, Professor Pavel Hlavinka at the Palacký University in 

Olomouc was dismissed with a mere stroke of the pen after 29 years of good and loyal 

service. That professor of philosophy had never been subject to disciplinary measures by 

the university. He had even received an Award from university 9 years ago. For almost 

30 years, there had never been any complaints by students or parents and he had never 

been taken to court but he was fired. He was a prolific writer about philosophy and 

published a 600-page book about tantric yoga. He was also portrayed by the media as a 

potential danger to his students although he never used his position to influence their 

worldviews.  

 

 

 

 

Pluralism under pressure: How hate speech silences 
believers 

 

https://evstu.upol.cz/lide/doc-phdr-et-mgr-pavel-hlavinka-ph-d/


Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | Czechia   

 

Speech at the HRWF conference “Faiths under Fire at the Age of Rising Hate 

Speech” in Prague on 13 November 2025 

 

By Hans Noot, Associate director of Human Rights Without Frontiers 

 

HRWF (14.11.2025) - When we speak of hate speech, we think of words that wound or 

dehumanise. In recent years such words have multiplied — typed in comment sections, 

shouted in streets, and amplified by public figures who should know better. They have 

driven synagogues to install security doors, forced churches to hire guards, and made 

Muslim women remove their headscarves to feel safe. Across Europe, believers now live 

with the steady awareness that their symbols, their sacred places, and sometimes their 

bodies may become targets. Faith communities truly are under fire. 

We see this clearly in Europe’s media. After the terrorist attacks in France in 2015 and 

again in 2020, several mainstream outlets labelled Muslim neighbourhoods as “breeding 

grounds” for extremism. The line between individual guilt and collective identity blurred, 

and research later showed that such reporting helped fuel a rise in anti-Muslim hate 

crimes. What looked like information became a form of accusation. Media language, even 

when not openly violent, can function as hate speech when it casts a whole religious 

community as suspect. 

Much of today’s climate comes from a sincere desire to protect vulnerable groups. After 

centuries of religious persecution, safeguarding minorities from humiliation is essential. 

But compassion without resilience breeds fragility. In our zeal to prevent harm, we risk 

confusing disagreement with hatred. A believer expressing a traditional moral view may 

be quickly labelled intolerant; a secular critic who questions religion may be accused of 

bigotry. Faith communities find themselves navigating hostility from outside and 

suspicion from within the very culture that claims to protect them. 

The effects reach every corner of public life. Debates about religion are cancelled before 

they begin. Teachers hesitate to discuss faith in the classroom. Editors avoid publishing 

pieces on religious ethics. Ordinary believers — Muslims, Jews, Christians, Hindus, Sikhs 

— learn to keep their convictions quiet, worried that any sentence might cross an 

invisible line. This does not produce harmony; it produces anxiety. Pluralism was never 

meant to spare us discomfort but to teach us how to live with it. 

For minority religions, the pressure is even heavier. Their communities suffer vandalised 

mosques, desecrated cemeteries, arson attacks on gurdwaras, and conspiracy theories 

that paint believers as threats to national security. In the Czech Republic, authorities 

recently reported a sharp rise in antisemitic hate-speech incidents — about 40 percent in 

a single year — underscoring how quickly hostile words can surround an entire faith 

community. Yet these same communities also face scrutiny when expressing their own 

traditions — whether a rabbi speaks about circumcision, an imam discusses gender 

ethics, or a Christian minister cites scripture. When speaking about faith becomes 

dangerous, faith retreats from public life, and our societies lose the moral diversity that 

pluralism is meant to protect. 

Social media intensifies this trend. Outrage has become a daily ritual in which a new 

offender is condemned so the crowd can feel righteous. We no longer burn heretics; we 

https://mv.gov.cz/mvcren/file/report-on-extremism-and-prejudicial-hatred-in-the-czech-republic-in-2024-pdf.aspx?utm


Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | Czechia   

 

cancel them. We do not stone sinners; we shame them into silence. The structure of 

exclusion remains, even if its vocabulary has changed — and religious believers are often 

among its primary targets. 

Europe’s struggle with rising hate speech is therefore not only legal; it is about the kind 

of society we choose to be. If we confuse protection with purification, we risk creating a 

new form of intolerance that dictates which beliefs, scriptures, or moral traditions may be 

spoken aloud. 

To remain a home for genuine religious pluralism, Europe must distinguish between 

speech that denies another’s humanity and speech that simply expresses conviction. 

Freedom of expression and freedom of religion are not rivals but twin pillars of 

democracy, and when one is weakened, both collapse. 

The antidote to hate speech is not silence but strength: the strength to speak, to listen, 

and to protect the dignity of every faith under fire. 

 

 

 

 

 

The successful call of 16 scholars in religious studies “Do 
not liquidate Jehovah’s Witnesses” 

HRWF (24.10.2025) - In March, HRWF collected the signatures of 16 scholars in religious 

studies from 10 European countries under a letter to the authorities of the Czech 

Republic about the announced liquidation of Jehovah’s Witnesses. We warmly thank them 

for contributing to the protection of religious freedom and non-discrimination in Czechia. 

Version in Czech 

This letter was sent (in Czech and in English) to  

  

the President of the Czech Republic 

the Prime Minister of the Czech Republic ,  

the Minister of Culture and the Department of Churches and Religious 

Associations 

the Minister of Justice 

the Minister of Foreign Affairs 

https://hrwf.eu/cesko-14-vedci-v-oblasti-religionistiky-z-vice-nez-10-evropskych-zemi-rikaji-ne-likvidaci-svedku-jehovovych/
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We, the undersigned, are scholars in religious studies who have been monitoring the 

teachings and the practices of Jehovah’s Witnesses for many years 

Dr Milda ALIŠAUSKIENĖ (Lithuania), Prof. at the Vytautas Magnus University in 

Kaunas, Department of Sociology/ Faculty of Social Sciences 

Dr Eileen BARKER (United Kingdom), Professor Emeritus of Sociology with Special 

Reference to the Study of Religion,  London School of Economics & Political Science 

Dr Christian BRÜNNER (Austria), Professor Emeritus for Public Law, University of 

Graz  

Dr George CHRYSSIDES (United Kingdom), Honorary Research Fellow, York St John 

University (UK), and former president of the International Society for the Study of New 

Religions 

Dr Regis DERICQUEBOURG (France), Member of the Group for the Study of Religions 

and Secularity at the National Center for the Scientific Studies in Paris 

Dr Effie FOKAS (Greece), Senior Research Fellow, Hellenic Foundation for European 

and Foreign Policy (ELIAMEP), Athens 

Dr Liudmyla FYLYPOVYCH (Ukraine), President of the Ukrainian Association of the 

Researchers of Religion (UARR), Professor, Kyiv 

Dr Massimo INTROVIGNE (Italy), Managing Director of the Center for Studies on New 

Religions (CESNUR) 

Dr Karolina Maria KOTKOWSKA (Poland), Assistant Professor in the Centre for 

Comparative Studies of Civilisations at the Jagiellonian University in Krakow 

Dr Mario MARINOV (Bulgaria), Head of Department of Sociology, Associate Professor, 

South-West University "Neofit Rilski" 

Dr Zdeněk R. NEŠPOR (Czechia), Professor of history and sociology of religion at the 

Charles University, and senior research fellow at the Institute of Sociology CAS 

Dr Bernadette RIGAL-CELLARD (France), Professor Emeritus, University Bordeaux 

Montaigne 

Dr Dr Thomas SCHIRRMACHER (Germany), President, International Institute for 

Religious Freedom, Bonn, Germany, EO Professor of the Sociology of Religion, State 

University of the West, Timisoara 

Dr Richard SINGELENBERG (Netherlands), Independent scholar 

Dr Rik TORFS (Belgium), Former Senator, Honorary Rector Catholic University of 

Leuven 

Dr Zdeněk VOJTÍŠEK (Czechia), Ass. Professor and Head of Religious Studies 

Department at the Hussite Theological Faculty of Charles University, Prague 

we want to express our deep concerns about the intention of the Head of the department 

for religious affairs under the Ministry of Culture to deregister the religious association of 

Jehovah’s Witness on the following grounds 

http://www.cesnur.org/
https://info.dingir.cz/2025/01/rok-2024-na-samostatnem-oddeleni-cirkvi-a-nabozenskych-spolecnosti-ministerstva-kultury/
https://info.dingir.cz/2025/01/rok-2024-na-samostatnem-oddeleni-cirkvi-a-nabozenskych-spolecnosti-ministerstva-kultury/
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• refusing blood transfusion for minors 

• damaging the social ties of individuals and their family members 

We wonder if you have consulted the Venice Commission, the OSCE/ ODIHR 

and the UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief before starting such a 

serious procedure. 

 

We also want to bring the following points to your attention: 

 

Blood transfusion and minors 

 

There is not a single court decision in the Czech Republic against Jehovah’s Witnesses on 

the question of blood transfusion and minors.  

 

Jehovah’s Witnesses’ right to request alternatives to blood transfusion have been upheld 

by the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) (PINDO MULLA v. SPAIN, 17 September 

2024).  

 

This practice based on their religious beliefs was also addressed in Jehovah’s Witnesses 

of Moscow and Others v. Russia, no. 302/02, 10 June 2010: “132 … [by refusing blood 

transfusion] Jehovah's Witnesses – just make a choice of medical procedures but still 

wish to get well and do not exclude treatment altogether”. 

 

The alternatives to blood transfusions have proved to be efficient, also when treating 

minors[1]. In the rare event a hospital or a surgeon would deem it necessary to ignore 

the rejection of blood transfusion to a minor patient, the matter can be decided by a 

court. The Jehovah’s Witnesses parents will not object to such a court decision. 

 

Social ties of individuals and their family members 

 

A number of final high court decisions have ruled in favor of Jehovah’s Witnesses on their 

religious practice of limiting contact with former congregants in a number of Western 

countries, including Belgium[2], England[3], Germany[4], Ireland[5], Italy[6] and 

Poland[7].. The removal of members for religious reasons is a common practice among 

most religions that are registered in the Czech Republic with, at times, more severe 

consequences. Stigmatizing Jehovah’s Witnesses on that basis would not only be 

illegitimate but also discriminatory. 

 

For these reasons, we urge you NOT to liquidate the association of Jehovah’s 

Witnesses. 

  

1. See for example: Lo BD, Pippa A, Sherd I, Scott AV, Thomas AJ, Hendricks EA, 

Ness PM, Chaturvedi S, Resar LMS, Frank SM. Clinical outcomes, blood utilization, 

and ethical considerations for pediatric patients in a bloodless medicine and 

surgery program. Anesth Analg2024;138(2):465-74 at p. 473. [PMID: 38175737] 

  

https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/fre#{%22itemid%22:[%22001-236065%22]}
applewebdata://DBA2DF97-D956-4ACD-BCCF-D24E50FD497D/#_ftn1
applewebdata://DBA2DF97-D956-4ACD-BCCF-D24E50FD497D/#_ftn2
applewebdata://DBA2DF97-D956-4ACD-BCCF-D24E50FD497D/#_ftn3
applewebdata://DBA2DF97-D956-4ACD-BCCF-D24E50FD497D/#_ftn4
applewebdata://DBA2DF97-D956-4ACD-BCCF-D24E50FD497D/#_ftn5
applewebdata://DBA2DF97-D956-4ACD-BCCF-D24E50FD497D/#_ftn6
applewebdata://DBA2DF97-D956-4ACD-BCCF-D24E50FD497D/#_ftn7
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38175737/
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2. Court of Appeal of Gent (case no. 2021/N17625, judgment of 7 June 2022 

3. Queen’s Bench Division of the High Court of Justice of England and Wales ([2019] 

EWHC 1349 (Q.B.D.), judgment of 7 June 2019 

4. The Administrative Court of Berlin case no. VG 27 K 79.10, decision of 11 

December 2012 

5. The Supreme Court (case no. 95/2006, judgment of 19 October 2007 

6. Supreme Court of Cassation case no. 9561, section no. 1 n 13 April 2017 

7.  The Torun Regional Court case no. IC 1093/18, judgment of 14 March 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

Ministry of Culture will not proceed with dissolution of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses 

In a significant victory for religious freedom, the authorities admitted there was 

no ground for the draconian measure of liquidating the law-abiding 

organization. 

by Massimo Introvigne 

Bitter Winter (23.10.2025) - The Czech Ministry of Culture has announced it will not 

proceed with administrative dissolution proceedings against the local Religious 

Association of Jehovah’s Witnesses. The announcement comes after months of scrutiny, 

public debate, and a flood of documentation submitted by the Witnesses, culminating in 

what can only be described as a resounding victory for freedom of belief. 

 

The case began in September 2024, when the Ministry issued a warning that the 

Jehovah’s Witnesses might face deregistration—a move that would have led to the 

liquidation of the organization and the forfeiture of its legal status. As Bitter Winter 

reported at the time, the threat was so severe that it echoed the authoritarian tactics 

used in Russia, where Jehovah’s Witnesses have been banned and persecuted. Under 

Czech law, deregistration triggers liquidation. Unless the liquidated church had previously 

indicated another church to which the proceeds of the liquidation should be transferred, 

“the net proceeds shall accrue to the State, which shall use the net proceeds for the 

benefit of other registered churches” (article 24.6 of the 2022 Czech law on freedom of 

religious confessions). The draconian consequences of dissolution raised alarm among 

https://bitterwinter.org/czech-ministry-of-culture-will-not-proceed-with-dissolution-of-jehovahs-witnesses/
https://bitterwinter.org/czech-republic-in-the-footsteps-of-russia-jehovahs-witnesses-threatened-with-liquidation/
https://spcp.prf.cuni.cz/aj/3-02enb.htm
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legal scholars and human rights advocates internationally. Several of them, including 

Czech scholars, protested and signed appeals. 

 

The Jehovah’s Witnesses mounted a robust defense in response to the warning letter. 

Thousands of individual members submitted letters to the Ministry expressing their 

personal convictions and defending their faith. While the Ministry has questioned the 

authenticity of some letters, in fact, its representatives had praised them during a joint 

meeting with the Jehovah’s Witnesses for their clarity, sincerity, and individuality. 

 

The Witnesses submitted expert opinions and legal precedents that swayed the Ministry’s 

final decision. Central among these was the March 14, 2025, ruling of the Court of Appeal 

of Borgarting, Norway, which reversed a first-degree decision the Czech Ministry had 

relied upon. The Court of Appeal upheld the Witnesses’ practice of “social distancing” 

from excluded or apostate former members, including minors, as consistent with both the 

European Convention on Human Rights and the United Nations Convention on the Rights 

of the Child. The Norwegian ruling confirmed similar decisions from courts in Belgium, 

Italy, and elsewhere, affirming that religious communities have the right to regulate 

internal discipline without violating human rights and that religious freedom statutes 

protect the Jehovah’s Witnesses’ exclusion practices. 

 

The Witnesses also submitted clarifications from the August 2024 issue of The 

Watchtower, which refined their teachings on repentance and removal from the 

congregation. These articles, studied globally in five consecutive services, emphasized 

empathy, kindness, and the goal of restoration. Removal is portrayed as a last resort, 

and even then, elders are instructed to maintain dignity, offer guidance, and facilitate 

reinstatement. Particularly noteworthy is the treatment of baptized adolescents: elders 

defer to parental advice and intervene only in rare cases, with removal being exceedingly 

uncommon. 

 

On the sensitive issue of blood transfusions, the Witnesses presented expert opinions 

from Czech medical authorities. They emphasized that seeking alternatives to transfusion 

is medically sound and legally protected. They also noted that transfusions are often 

overused and carry significant risks, especially for children, and affirmed the right of 

parents to seek second opinions. 

 

These expert submissions demonstrated that Jehovah’s Witnesses respect Czech law, 

including provisions that allow doctors to override parental objections in life-threatening 

situations. No legal cases have been filed against the Witnesses on this matter in the 

Czech Republic, underscoring their commitment to lawful conduct. 

 

https://bitterwinter.org/norway-jehovahs-witnesses-fully-vindicated-by-appeal-court/
https://bitterwinter.org/norway-jehovahs-witnesses-fully-vindicated-by-appeal-court/
https://www.jw.org/en/library/magazines/watchtower-study-august-2024/
https://www.jw.org/en/library/magazines/watchtower-study-august-2024/
https://www.jw.org/en/library/magazines/watchtower-study-august-2024/
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In light of these clarifications, the Ministry of Culture concluded that there were no 

grounds for the draconian measure of dissolution. The decision vindicates the Jehovah’s 

Witnesses and reaffirms the Czech Republic’s dedication to pluralism and the rule of law. 

 

This outcome should inspire other countries facing similar debates. Religious freedom is 

not a privilege the state grants but a fundamental right. The Czech Republic has taken a 

principled stand. Its decision is a model for democratic societies worldwide. 

 

 

 

 

Media are not courts: the case of the dismissal of Prof. 
Pavel Hlavinka under media pressure 

A case where freedom of thought and belief, academic freedom and freedom of 

expression were the victims of the media 

By Willy Fautré, director of Human Rights Without Frontiers  

In May of this year, an associate professor at the Palacký University in Olomouc was 

dismissed with a mere stroke of the pen after 29 years and 5 months of good and loyal 

service. Why? 

Professor Pavel Hlavinka, born in 1971, started studying philosophy, political science, and 

psychology at the Faculty of Arts of Palacký University in Olomouc. In 1996, he began 

lecturing on these subjects at the Faculty of Law of Palacký University and since 2003 he 

had held the position of associate professor. 

He had never been subject to disciplinary measures by the university. He had even 

received an Award from the Palacký University nine years ago. For almost 30 years, 

there had never been any complaints by students or their parents and he had never been 

taken to court. He had given lectures in European universities and also on other 

continents. He was a prolific writer about philosophy. Just to name a few of his works: 

 

Daseinsanalysis – the Encounter of Philosophy and Psychotherapy (2001, 2008),  

History of Philosophy (1st ed. 2008, 2nd ed. 2021), 

French Phenomenology and existential analysis / Francouzska fenomenologie a 

existencialni analyza (2010), 

Goodness and Virtue from the Perspective of Ethical and Religious Concepts (for which he 

received the Rector’s Award at Palacký University in 2016), 

https://evstu.upol.cz/lide/doc-phdr-et-mgr-pavel-hlavinka-ph-d/
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An outline of the history of the origin of the phenomenological approach (2017) 

The Gospel of Guru Jára According to Pavel (2020), a monograph of 600 pages about the 

Czech citizen, Jaroslav Dobes, known as Guru Jára, practising and teaching tantric yoga. 

 

In 2019, his paper “Tantric Traditions in the Spiritual Teaching of Guru Jára“ was 

published by The Journal of Cesnur founded by Dr Massimo Introvigne, the managing 

director of the Center for Studies on New Religions (CESNUR) and former “Representative 

on combating racism, xenophobia and discrimination, with a special focus on 

discrimination against Christians and members of other religions of the Organization for 

Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE). In the abstract of his paper, he presented 

himself as “both an academic and a disciple of the Guru Jára Path.“  

The court case of Jaroslav Dobeš and Barbora Plášková 

Jaroslav (Jára) Dobeš, the founder of the Guru Jára Path, and his main co‐worker, 

Barbora Plášková, were sentenced in the Czech Republic in 2014 to ten and nine and a 

half years respectively later reduced to five and half and five years) on charges of sexual 

abuse of female followers committed under the pretext of Tantric rituals in the Czech 

Republic. In 2024, Czech judges recognized with a final decision that, having been 

detained in the Philippines in camps for illegal immigrants pending decisions on their 

asylum requests there, for a time longer than the Czech sentences, after having been 

deported back to their home country they no longer had prison terms to serve and were 

thus free. (Source: The Journal of Cesnur)  

Media campaign against Professor Pavel Hlavinka 

For more than a decade, media outlets in the Czech Republic have published a lot of 

sensational reports about Guru Jára and his main co‐worker Barbora Plášková but Prof. 

Pavel Hlavinka has never been involved in any of their activities for which they were 

sentenced to prison terms. 

The Guru Jara's case is closed. Jaroslav (Jára) Dobeš and Barbora Plášková have served 

their prison sentences. She has gone back to the Philippines to take care of her own child 

while he has gone to another country. This should have been the end of the story; but it 

wasn’t. 

Cult issues are a godsend for the media. A Czech journalist discovered a disciple of 

Jaroslav Dobeš: Professor Pavel Hlavinka teaching for almost 30 years at the Palacký 

University in Olomouc. She presented the Professor as a risk for his female students, put 

the board of the Palacký University in an uncomfortable position in the eye of her media 

cyclone and fuelled her campaign to such an extent that it was also reported on the 

Czech TV ‘CNN Prima News.’  

Cult-like stories sell well in the media, but they are not to be used as courts and in the 

case of Professor Pavel Hlavinka, it cannot even be said that he should benefit from the 

presumption of innocence as there has never been any complaint against him.  

 

The fabricated dismissal of the Professor by the University 

https://www.academia.edu/40898999/An_outline_of_the_history_of_the_origin_of_the_phenomenological_approach
https://cesnur.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/tjoc_3_6_5_hlavinka.pdf
http://www.cesnur.org/
https://www.osce.org/
https://www.osce.org/
https://cesnur.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/tjoc_9_1_4_introvigne.pdf
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Universities and schools, whether public or private, are always afraid of events that 

might damage their image and their reputation. The Palacký University in Olomouc was 

no exception in this regard. 

Timeline: 

Everything happened in a few days on the eve of the end of the current academic year. 

19 May 2025: A journalist contacted Professor Hlavinka by email, asking him several 

challenging questions about the Guru Jara Path, but he chose not to answer. At the same 

time, she contacted the university authorities for her upcoming article which would put 

the university on the radar of the Czech media. 

20 May 2025: At 9:30am, Professor Hlavinka received a phone invitation from Dean 

Václav Stehlík for a personal meeting, which took place at 12 pm in his office. The law 

faculty union representative Petr Podrazil who is meant to defend the staff of the 

university was also present. Both of them immediately announced him that his courses 

would be cancelled for the next academic year, in effect placing him without work. This 

was an intelligent but tricky way of avoiding prosecution for unfounded or illegal 

dismissal. They advised him to accept a severance of five months’ salary and terminate 

his employment by mutual agreement. His academic career at Palacký University, 

spanning 30 years, was simply ended like that.  

  

24-25 May 2025: During sensational television broadcasts of CNN Prima News Professor, 

Hlavinka was publicly exposed, being portrayed as a danger for his students. The report 

was filmed directly in front of the university building, contained interviews of students 

and featured videos of the Professor found online. Other Czech media outlets re-

published and amplified the original source, destroying the image and the reputation of 

Professor Hlavinka while suggesting the police should pay attention to his case. This was 

not the case as there was and there had never been any complaint against him during 

his teaching career.  

27 May 2025: Professor Hlavinka accepted the severance imposed by the university and 

signed the termination agreement dated 21 May... 

Professor Hlavinka, 54 years old, is now unemployed. He has little to no chance to find a 

similar job in another university due to the damage caused by the media to his person 

and his image. He was already turned down for a job since then. His financial future is 

not rosy. He cares of a sick 86-year-old mother and pays for the studies of his son who 

studies Sociology and Cultural Anthropology at the Faculty of Arts at… the Palacký 

University. 

In this case, freedom of thought, freedom of belief, academic freedom, and the right to 

privacy have also fallen victim to a form of sensationalist journalism driven more by the 

pursuit of headlines and commercial gain than by concern for truth or the human cost 

involved. 
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16 scholars in religious studies from over 10 European 
countries say “Do not liquidate Jehovah’s Witnesses” 

Letter to the authorities of the Czech Republic about the announced liquidation 

of Jehovah’s Witnesses 

 

Version in Czech 

 
This letter was sent (in Czech) to  

 
the President of the Czech Republic 
the Prime Minister of the Czech Republic ,  

the Minister of Culture and the Department of Churches and Religious Associations 

the Minister of Justice 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs 

 

 

HRWF (10.03.2025) - We, the undersigned, are scholars in religious studies who have 

been monitoring the teachings and the practices of Jehovah’s Witnesses for many years 

 

Dr Milda ALIŠAUSKIENĖ (Lithuania), Prof. at the Vytautas Magnus University in 

Kaunas, Department of Sociology/ Faculty of Social Sciences 

 

Dr Eileen BARKER (United Kingdom), Professor Emeritus of Sociology with Special 

Reference to the Study of Religion,  London School of Economics & Political Science 

 

Dr Christian BRÜNNER (Austria), Professor Emeritus for Public Law, University of Graz  

 

Dr George CHRYSSIDES (United Kingdom), Honorary Research Fellow, York St John 

University (UK), and former president of the International Society for the Study of New 

Religions 

 

Dr Regis DERICQUEBOURG (France), Member of the Group for the Study of Religions 

and Secularity at the National Center for the Scientific Studies in Paris 

 

Dr Effie FOKAS (Greece), Senior Research Fellow, Hellenic Foundation for European 

and Foreign Policy (ELIAMEP), Athens 

 

Dr Liudmyla FYLYPOVYCH (Ukraine), President of the Ukrainian Association of the 

Researchers of Religion (UARR), Professor, Kyiv 

 

Dr Massimo INTROVIGNE (Italy), Managing Director of the Center for Studies on New 

Religions (CESNUR)  

 

Dr Karolina Maria KOTKOWSKA (Poland), Assistant Professor in the Centre for 

Comparative Studies of Civilisations at the Jagiellonian University in Krakow 

 

Dr Mario MARINOV (Bulgaria), Head of Department of Sociology, Associate Professor, 

South-West University "Neofit Rilski" 

 

Dr Zdeněk R. NEŠPOR (Czechia), Professor of history and sociology of religion at the 

Charles University, and senior research fellow at the Institute of Sociology CAS 

 

https://hrwf.eu/cesko-14-vedci-v-oblasti-religionistiky-z-vice-nez-10-evropskych-zemi-rikaji-ne-likvidaci-svedku-jehovovych/
http://www.cesnur.org/
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Dr Bernadette RIGAL-CELLARD (France), Professor Emeritus, University Bordeaux 

Montaigne 

 

Dr Dr Thomas SCHIRRMACHER (Germany), President, International Institute for 

Religious Freedom, Bonn, Germany, EO Professor of the Sociology of Religion, State 

University of the West, Timisoara 

 

Dr Richard SINGELENBERG (Netherlands), Independent scholar 

 

Dr Rik TORFS (Belgium), Former Senator, Honorary Rector Catholic University of 

Leuven 

 

Dr Zdeněk VOJTÍŠEK (Czechia), Ass. Professor and Head of Religious Studies 

Department at the Hussite Theological Faculty of Charles University, Prague 

 

we want to express our deep concerns about the intention of the Head of the department for 
religious affairs under the Ministry of Culture to deregister the religious association of 

Jehovah’s Witness on the following grounds 

 

• refusing blood transfusion for minors 

• damaging the social ties of individuals and their family members 

 
We wonder if you have consulted the Venice Commission, the OSCE/ ODIHR and the UN 

Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief before starting such a serious 

procedure. 

 

We also want to bring the following points to your attention: 

 

Blood transfusion and minors 

 

There is not a single court decision in the Czech Republic against Jehovah’s Witnesses on 

the question of blood transfusion and minors.  

 

Jehovah’s Witnesses’ right to request alternatives to blood transfusion have been upheld 

by the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) (PINDO MULLA v. SPAIN, 17 September 

2024).  

 

This practice based on their religious beliefs was also addressed in Jehovah’s Witnesses 

of Moscow and Others v. Russia, no. 302/02, 10 June 2010: “132 … [by refusing blood 

transfusion] Jehovah's Witnesses – just make a choice of medical procedures but still 

wish to get well and do not exclude treatment altogether”.  

 

The alternatives to blood transfusions have proved to be efficient, also when treating 

minors1. In the rare event a hospital or a surgeon would deem it necessary to ignore the 

rejection of blood transfusion to a minor patient, the matter can be decided by a court. 

The Jehovah’s Witnesses parents will not object to such a court decision. 

 

Social ties of individuals and their family members 

 

A number of final high court decisions have ruled in favor of Jehovah’s Witnesses on their 

religious practice of limiting contact with former congregants in a number of Western 

 
1 See for example: Lo BD, Pippa A, Sherd I, Scott AV, Thomas AJ, Hendricks EA, Ness PM, Chaturvedi S, Resar LMS, 

Frank SM. Clinical outcomes, blood utilization, and ethical considerations for pediatric patients in a bloodless medicine 

and surgery program. Anesth Analg 2024;138(2):465-74 at p. 473. [PMID: 38175737]   

https://info.dingir.cz/2025/01/rok-2024-na-samostatnem-oddeleni-cirkvi-a-nabozenskych-spolecnosti-ministerstva-kultury/
https://info.dingir.cz/2025/01/rok-2024-na-samostatnem-oddeleni-cirkvi-a-nabozenskych-spolecnosti-ministerstva-kultury/
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/fre#{%22itemid%22:[%22001-236065%22]}
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38175737/
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countries, including Belgium2, England3, Germany4, Ireland5, Italy6 and Poland7.. The 

removal of members for religious reasons is a common practice among most religions 

that are registered in the Czech Republic with, at times, more severe consequences. 

Stigmatizing Jehovah’s Witnesses on that basis would not only be illegitimate but also 

discriminatory. 

 

For these reasons, we urge you NOT to liquidate the association of Jehovah’s 

Witnesses. 

 

Ownership of Russian Orthodox Church transferred to 
Hungary to avoid sanctions 

New government in Belgium will continue to finance the Russian Orthodox 

Church despite the war 

Radio Prague International (06.02.2025) - The Russian Orthodox Church has 

transferred the ownership of its assets in Karlovy Vary to its Hungarian branch 

so as to prevent the Czech state freezing them. This includes ownership of the 

Church of Sts Peter and Paul which now falls under the Metropolitan Emeritus of 

Budapest and Hungary. 

For years, Russia has had a strong presence in the West Bohemian spa town of Karlovy 

Vary, where Russians owned homes, hotels and restaurants. That presence has 

diminished in recent decades, particularly after Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine and 

Czechia’s decision to approve its own version of the US Magnitsky Act enabling it to 

impose sanctions against individuals and legal entities for serious violations of Czech and 

international law. 

Under the Czech version of the Magnitsky law, Czechia can impose sanctions against 

individuals in the interest of national security, protection of human rights and combatting 

terrorism. 

The first name placed on the national sanctions list by the Czech government was that of 

Patriarch Kirill, head of the Russian Orthodox Church, for supporting Russia's invasion of 

Ukraine. Kirill’s inclusion on the list means that he is barred from entering Czechia, any 

 
2 Court of Appeal of Gent (case no. 2021/N17625, judgment of 7 June 2022 

3 Queen’s Bench Division of the High Court of Justice of England and Wales ([2019] EWHC 1349 (Q.B.D.), judgment of 7 

June 2019 

4 The Administrative Court of Berlin case no. VG 27 K 79.10, decision of 11 December 2012 

5 The Supreme Court (case no. 95/2006, judgment of 19 October 2007 

6 Supreme Court of Cassation case no. 9561, section no. 1 n 13 April 2017 

7 The Torun Regional Court case no. IC 1093/18, judgment of 14 March 2019 

https://english.radio.cz/russian-orthodox-church-transfers-ownership-its-church-karlovy-vary-hungary-8842122
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assets he has in the country have been frozen and he cannot undertake any financial 

transactions here. 

In 2023 the Czech government also moved to freeze Russian state-owned property on 

Czech territory by placing the company that manages these assets on its national 

sanctions list. The move was to guarantee that income generated by the company in this 

country will not be used to finance the war in Ukraine. 

Last year Nikolai Lishchenyuk, an Orthodox priest at the Church of Sts Peter and Paul in 

Karlovy Vary was expelled from Czechia, and later stripped of the city’s honorary 

citizenship, over suspicions of hostile activities and espionage, including supporting 

separatist movements within the EU. 

Fearing an asset freeze the Russian Orthodox Church, a sub-council of the Patriarch of 

Moscow and all Russia in the Czech Republic, swiftly transferred its ownership of the 

Church of Sts. Peter and Paul in Karlovy Vary to the Hungarian branch of the Russian 

Orthodox Church, a friendly offshoot of the same institution. 

Experts who had warned that a transfer of assets was on the cards have expressed 

disappointment that it was not prevented and the assets were not frozen in time. 

As of this year, the new head of the Russian Orthodox Church in the Czech Republic is 

Bishop Hilarion, whose lay name is Grigory Valeriyevich Alfeyev, Metropolitan Emeritus of 

Budapest and Hungary. 

Belgium silently turns a blind eye and continues to finance the Russian 

Orthodox Church  

HRWF - Despite the weaponizing of the Russian Orthodox Church/ Moscow Patriarchate 

by President Vladimir Putin in his war against Ukraine, Belgium silently continues to 

finance the Russian Orthodox Church. 

Belgium finances a number of state-recognized religions and Orthodoxy has been one of 

them since 1985. A wide range of Orthodox Churches are present on the Belgian territory 

and the Russian Orthodox Church is one of them. 

The Russian Orthodox Church in Belgium (ROC/ Belgium) is fully associated with the 

Moscow Patriarchate which has endorsed Putin’s decision to invade Ukraine and has 

called his “special operation” a “holy war.”  

While Patriarch Kirill in Moscow was blessing the war and encouraging Russian citizens to 

express their patriotism by joining the army, the ROC in Belgium kept silent about 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, about the crimes against humanity perpetrated in Bucha 

and other places, about the deportation of Ukrainian children in Russia and many other 

war crimes. 

However, in June 2024, high-level clerics of the ROC in Belgium were invited to and 

participated in the celebration of Russia’s Day at the Embassy of the Russian Federation 

in Brussels: the rector of the Church of the Intercession of the Most Holy Theotokos in 

Brussels, priest Adrian Alaoui and his wife; the rector of the Sainte-Juste-Anne church in 

Laaken (Brussels), the priest Andrei Popa and his wife; the cleric of Saint-Nicolas 

Cathedral in Brussels, priest Alexandre Motorny; priest Andrey Krayushkin, cleric of the 

Holy Trinity Church in Brussels, and his wife; The secretary of the Belgian diocese, 

https://hrwf.eu/belgium-belgium-goes-on-financing-the-russian-orthodox-church-despite-the-war-in-ukraine/
https://hrwf.eu/belgium-belgium-goes-on-financing-the-russian-orthodox-church-despite-the-war-in-ukraine/
https://hrwf.eu/belgium-belgium-goes-on-financing-the-russian-orthodox-church-despite-the-war-in-ukraine/
https://archiepiskopia-be.translate.goog/index.php?content=article&category=news/2024&id=2024-06-11-1&lang=ru&_x_tr_sl=ru&_x_tr_tl=fr&_x_tr_hl=ru&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://archiepiskopia-be.translate.goog/index.php?content=article&category=news/2024&id=2024-06-11-1&lang=ru&_x_tr_sl=ru&_x_tr_tl=fr&_x_tr_hl=ru&_x_tr_pto=wapp
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Archpriest Pavel Nedosekin, with his wife. One can imagine the content of the official 

speeches in Russia’s embassy. 

On this occasion, an article and photos were posted on the website of the ROC in 

Belgium. 

The new government in Belgium appointed in early February prefers to turn a blind eye 

to Russia’s war on Ukraine and to silently go on financing the ROC in Belgium. 

 

 

 

 

14 scholars in religious studies from over 10 European 
countries say “Do not liquidate Jehovah’s Witnesses” 

Letter to the authorities of the Czech Republic about the announced liquidation 

of Jehovah’s Witnesses 

 

Version in Czech 

 
This letter was sent (in Czech) to  

 

the President of the Czech Republic 
the Prime Minister of the Czech Republic ,  
the Minister of Culture and the Department of Churches and Religious Associations 
the Minister of Justice 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs 

 

 

HRWF (10.03.2025) - We, the undersigned, are scholars in religious studies who have 

been monitoring the teachings and the practices of Jehovah’s Witnesses for many years 

 

Dr Milda ALIŠAUSKIENĖ (Lithuania), Prof. at the Vytautas Magnus University in 

Kaunas, Department of Sociology/ Faculty of Social Sciences 

 

Dr Eileen BARKER (United Kingdom), Professor Emeritus of Sociology with Special 

Reference to the Study of Religion,  London School of Economics & Political Science 

 

Dr Christian BRÜNNER (Austria), Professor Emeritus for Public Law, University of Graz  

 

Dr George CHRYSSIDES (United Kingdom), Honorary Research Fellow, York St John 

University (UK), and former president of the International Society for the Study of New 

Religions 

 

Dr Regis DERICQUEBOURG (France), Member of the Group for the Study of Religions 

and Secularity at the National Center for the Scientific Studies in Paris 

 

https://archiepiskopia-be.translate.goog/index.php?content=article&category=news/2024&id=2024-06-11-1&lang=ru&_x_tr_sl=ru&_x_tr_tl=fr&_x_tr_hl=ru&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://hrwf.eu/cesko-14-vedci-v-oblasti-religionistiky-z-vice-nez-10-evropskych-zemi-rikaji-ne-likvidaci-svedku-jehovovych/
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Dr Effie FOKAS (Greece), Senior Research Fellow, Hellenic Foundation for European 

and Foreign Policy (ELIAMEP), Athens 

 

Dr Liudmyla FYLYPOVYCH (Ukraine), President of the Ukrainian Association of the 

Researchers of Religion (UARR), Professor, Kyiv 

 

Dr Massimo INTROVIGNE (Italy), Managing Director of the Center for Studies on New 

Religions (CESNUR)  

 

Dr Karolina Maria KOTKOWSKA (Poland), Assistant Professor in the Centre for 

Comparative Studies of Civilisations at the Jagiellonian University in Krakow 

 

Dr Mario MARINOV (Bulgaria), Head of Department of Sociology, Associate Professor, 

South-West University "Neofit Rilski" 

 

Dr Bernadette RIGAL-CELLARD (France), Professor Emeritus, University Bordeaux 

Montaigne 

 

Dr Dr Thomas SCHIRRMACHER (Germany), President, International Institute for 

Religious Freedom, Bonn, Germany, EO Professor of the Sociology of Religion, State 

University of the West, Timisoara 

 

Dr Richard SINGELENBERG (Netherlands), Independent scholar 

 

Dr Rik TORFS (Belgium), Former Senator, Honorary Rector Catholic University of 

Leuven 

 

we want to express our deep concerns about the intention of the Head of the department for 
religious affairs under the Ministry of Culture to deregister the religious association of 

Jehovah’s Witness on the following grounds 

 

• refusing blood transfusion for minors 

• damaging the social ties of individuals and their family members 

 
We wonder if you have consulted the Venice Commission, the OSCE/ ODIHR and the UN 

Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief before starting such a serious 

procedure. 

 

We also want to bring the following points to your attention: 

 

Blood transfusion and minors 

 

There is not a single court decision in the Czech Republic against Jehovah’s Witnesses on 

the question of blood transfusion and minors.  

 

Jehovah’s Witnesses’ right to request alternatives to blood transfusion have been upheld 

by the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) (PINDO MULLA v. SPAIN, 17 September 

2024).  

 

This practice based on their religious beliefs was also addressed in Jehovah’s Witnesses 

of Moscow and Others v. Russia, no. 302/02, 10 June 2010: “132 … [by refusing blood 

transfusion] Jehovah's Witnesses – just make a choice of medical procedures but still 

wish to get well and do not exclude treatment altogether”.  

 

http://www.cesnur.org/
https://info.dingir.cz/2025/01/rok-2024-na-samostatnem-oddeleni-cirkvi-a-nabozenskych-spolecnosti-ministerstva-kultury/
https://info.dingir.cz/2025/01/rok-2024-na-samostatnem-oddeleni-cirkvi-a-nabozenskych-spolecnosti-ministerstva-kultury/
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/fre#{%22itemid%22:[%22001-236065%22]}
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The alternatives to blood transfusions have proved to be efficient, also when treating 

minors8. In the rare event a hospital or a surgeon would deem it necessary to ignore the 

rejection of blood transfusion to a minor patient, the matter can be decided by a court. 

The Jehovah’s Witnesses parents will not object to such a court decision. 

 

Social ties of individuals and their family members 

 

A number of final high court decisions have ruled in favor of Jehovah’s Witnesses on their 

religious practice of limiting contact with former congregants in a number of Western 

countries, including Belgium9, England10, Germany11, Ireland12, Italy13 and Poland14.. The 

removal of members for religious reasons is a common practice among most religions 

that are registered in the Czech Republic with, at times, more severe consequences. 

Stigmatizing Jehovah’s Witnesses on that basis would not only be illegitimate but also 

discriminatory. 

 

For these reasons, we urge you NOT to liquidate the association of Jehovah’s 

Witnesses. 

 

14 vědci v oblasti religionistiky z více než 10 Evropských 
zemí říkají “Ne likvidaci Svědků Jehovových” 

Dopis úřadům v České republice ohledně oznámeného zrušení registrace svědků 

Jehovových 

HRWF (27.01.2025) - My, níže podepsaní odborníci v oblasti religionistiky, kteří již 

mnoho let sledujeme učení a postupy svědků Jehovových, 

We, the undersigned, are scholars in religious studies 

Dr. Milda ALIŠAUSKIENĖOVÁ (Litva), profesorka na Univerzitě Vytautase Velikého 

v Kaunasu, katedra sociologie / Fakulta sociálních věd 

 
8 See for example: Lo BD, Pippa A, Sherd I, Scott AV, Thomas AJ, Hendricks EA, Ness PM, Chaturvedi S, Resar LMS, 

Frank SM. Clinical outcomes, blood utilization, and ethical considerations for pediatric patients in a bloodless medicine 

and surgery program. Anesth Analg 2024;138(2):465-74 at p. 473. [PMID: 38175737]   

9 Court of Appeal of Gent (case no. 2021/N17625, judgment of 7 June 2022 

10 Queen’s Bench Division of the High Court of Justice of England and Wales ([2019] EWHC 1349 (Q.B.D.), judgment of 7 

June 2019 

11 The Administrative Court of Berlin case no. VG 27 K 79.10, decision of 11 December 2012 

12 The Supreme Court (case no. 95/2006, judgment of 19 October 2007 

13 Supreme Court of Cassation case no. 9561, section no. 1 n 13 April 2017 

14 The Torun Regional Court case no. IC 1093/18, judgment of 14 March 2019 

https://hrwf.eu/cesko-14-vedci-v-oblasti-religionistiky-z-vice-nez-10-evropskych-zemi-rikaji-ne-likvidaci-svedku-jehovovych/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38175737/
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Dr. Eileen BARKEROVÁ (Spojené království), emeritní profesorka sociologie se 

zaměřením na studium náboženství, London School of Economics & Political Science 

Dr. Christian BRÜNNER (Rakousko), emeritní profesor veřejného práva, Univerzita 

Štýrský Hradec 

Dr. George CHRYSSIDES (Spojené království), čestný vědecký pracovník na York St 

John University (UK) a bývalý prezident Mezinárodní společnosti pro studium nových 

náboženství 

Dr. Regis DERICQUEBOURG (Francie), člen Skupiny pro studium náboženství 

a sekularismu při Národním centru pro vědecké studie v Paříži 

Dr. Effie FOKASOVÁ (Řecko), vedoucí výzkumná pracovnice, Helénská nadace pro 

evropskou a zahraniční politiku (ELIAMEP), Atény 

Dr. Ljudmila FILIPOVIČOVÁ (Ukrajina), prezidentka Ukrajinské asociace odborníků v 

oblasti náboženství (UARR), profesorka, Kyjev 

Dr. Massimo INTROVIGNE (Itálie), výkonný ředitel Centra pro studium nových 

náboženství (CESNUR) 

Dr. Karolina Maria KOTKOWSKÁ (Polsko), odborná asistentka v Centru srovnávacích 

civilizačních studií na Jagellonské univerzitě v Krakově 

Dr. Mario MARINOV (Bulharsko), vedoucí katedry sociologie, docent, Jihozápadní 

univerzita Neofita Rilského 

Dr. Bernadette RIGAL-CELLARDOVÁ (Francie), emeritní profesorka, Univerzita 

Bordeaux Montaigne 

Dr. Dr. Thomas SCHIRRMACHER (Německo), prezident, Mezinárodní institut pro 

náboženskou svobodu, Bonn, Německo, mimořádný profesor sociologie náboženství, 

Západní státní univerzita, Timisoara 

Dr. Richard SINGELENBERG (Nizozemsko), Nezávislý vědec 

Dr. Rik TORFS (Belgie), bývalý senátor, emeritní rektor Katolické univerzity v Leuvenu 

chceme vyjádřit své hluboké znepokojení nad záměrem vedoucího samostatného 

oddělení církví a náboženských společností Ministerstva kultury zrušit registraci 

Náboženské společnosti Svědkové Jehovovi z následujících důvodů: 

• odmítání krevní transfuze u nezletilých 

• narušování společenských vazeb jednotlivců a jejich rodinných příslušníků 

Klademe si otázku, zda jste před zahájením takto závažných kroků konzultovali 

Benátskou komisi, OBSE/ODIHR a zvláštního zpravodaje OSN pro svobodu náboženského 

vyznání. 

Rádi bychom také upozornili na následující body: 

Krevní transfuze a nezletilí 

http://www.cesnur.org/
https://info.dingir.cz/2025/01/rok-2024-na-samostatnem-oddeleni-cirkvi-a-nabozenskych-spolecnosti-ministerstva-kultury/
https://info.dingir.cz/2025/01/rok-2024-na-samostatnem-oddeleni-cirkvi-a-nabozenskych-spolecnosti-ministerstva-kultury/
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V České republice neexistuje jediné soudní rozhodnutí proti svědkům Jehovovým v otázce 

krevní transfuze a nezletilých. 

Právo svědků Jehovových požadovat alternativy ke krevní transfuzi bylo potvrzeno 

Evropským soudem pro lidská práva (PINDO MULLAOVÁ proti ŠPANĚLSKU, 17. září 

2024). 

Tato praxe založená na jejich náboženském přesvědčení se řešila také v 

případu Moskevští svědkové Jehovovi a ostatní proti Rusku, č. 302/02, z 10. června 

2010: „132 ... [odmítnutím krevní transfuze] svědkové Jehovovi – pouze volí mezi 

lékařskými postupy, ale stále si přejí uzdravit se a nevylučují léčbu jako takovou“. 

Alternativy ke krevním transfuzím se prokázaly jako účinné i při léčbě nezletilých[1]. Ve 

vzácných případech, kdy by nemocnice nebo chirurg považovali za nezbytné ignorovat 

nesouhlas s podáním krevní transfuze nezletilému pacientovi, může o věci rozhodnout 

soud. Rodiče z řad svědků Jehovových takovému soudnímu rozhodnutí nebudou 

odporovat. 

Společenské vazby jednotlivců a jejich rodinných příslušníků 

Pokud jde o náboženskou praxi omezování kontaktu s bývalými svědky, řada nejvyšších 

soudů v západních zemích, včetně Belgie[2], Velké Británie[3], Německa[4], Irska[5], 

Itálie[6] a Polska[7], pravomocně rozhodla ve prospěch svědků Jehovových. Vyloučení 

z náboženských důvodů je běžnou praxí mezi většinou náboženství registrovaných v 

České republice, a to někdy s ještě závažnějšími důsledky. Stigmatizovat svědky 

Jehovovy na tomto základě by bylo nejen neoprávněné, ale také diskriminační. 

Z těchto důvodů vás naléhavě žádáme, abyste registraci svědků Jehovových NERUŠILI. 

S pozdravem. 

 

Willy Fautré,  

Ředitel Human Rights Without Frontiers (Brusel) 

https://hrwf.eu 

 

  

__________ 
  
Poznámka pod čarou 
 

[1] Viz například: Lo BD, Pippa A, Sherd I, Scott AV, Thomas AJ, Hendricks EA, Ness PM, Chaturvedi 

S, Resar LMS, Frank SM. Clinical outcomes, blood utilization, and ethical considerations for 
pediatric patients in a bloodless medicine and surgery program. Anesth 
Analg 2024;138(2):465–74 na str. 473. [PMID: 38175737]   

[2] Odvolací soud v Gentu (případ č. 2021/N17625, rozsudek ze 7. června 2022 
[3] Queen’s Bench Division of the High Court of Justice of England and Wales ([2019] EWHC 1349 
(Q.B.D.), rozsudek ze 7. června 2019 
[4] Správní soud v Berlíně, případ č. VG 27 K 79.10, rozhodnutí z 11. prosince 2012 
[5] Nejvyšší soud (případ č. 95/2006, rozsudek z 19. října 2007) 
[6] Nejvyšší kasační soud, případ č. 9561, oddělení č. 1, ze 13. dubna 2017 
[7] Okresní soud v Toruni, případ č. IC 1093/18, rozsudek ze 14. března 2019 
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Czech Republic in the footsteps of Russia? Jehovah’s 
Witnesses threatened with liquidation 

The Ministry of Culture is about to start proceedings whose consequences would 

be draconian. 

by Massimo Introvigne 

Bitter Winter (02.01.2024) When Petr Pavel was inaugurated as the new President of the 

Czech Republic in March 2023, he vowed to align the country with European Union 

human rights standards. He also emerged as a staunch critic of the human rights 

violations in Russia. Some developments with respect to small minority religions were in 

fact regarded by local human rights activists as hopeful. 

However, these hopes have now been shattered by an unprecedented move by the Czech 

Ministry of Culture. It appears that the Czech Republic still maintains among its laws 

a statute on “religious freedom” dated January 7, 2002, which includes some draconian 

Russian-style, or perhaps Soviet-style, provisions on the “liquidation” of religious 

organizations. According to this law, “a church is formed as a legal entity by registration” 

(article 6.1). Registration can be denied and, once obtained, can be lost, including if the 

church’s activity are deemed to be “in violation of the law” (article 22.1.c). 

This is a vague provision, but the consequences are not vague at all. If it believes that a 

“violation of the law” has occurred, “the Ministry shall, prior to initiating de-registration 

proceedings, instruct the registered church or association of churches to cease and desist 

from engaging in such unauthorized activities. Should the registered church or 

association of churches continue to engage in said activities, the Ministry [of Culture] 

shall initiate its procedure for de-registration” (article 22.2). 

“The registration of a church or an association of churches is terminated when the 

Ministry’s decision to de-register becomes effective” (article 24.1). “Upon the de-

registration of a church, the church and all of its recorded church legal entities shall be 

liquidated” (article 24.2). Liquidators will be appointed and they “shall notify the Ministry 

of the conclusion of liquidation proceedings within five business days of said conclusion” 

(article 24.5). Unless the liquidated church had previously indicated another church to 

which the proceeds of the liquidation should be transferred, “the net proceeds shall 

accrue to the State, which shall use the net proceeds for the benefit of other registered 

churches” (article 24.6). 

Happily, these draconian provisions are rarely applied. However, on September 5, 2024, 

the Ministry of Culture sent to the Czech Religious Association of the Jehovah’s Witnesses 

(RAJW) the cease and desist letter mentioned in article 22.2. The Ministry gave to the 

RAJW three months for ceasing and desisting from certain “activities,” warning them that 

if they do not comply within the term the de-registration proceedings will be initiated. 

Various meetings between representatives of the Jehovah’s Witnesses and the Ministry 

failed to resolve the issue. On November 26, the Jehovah’s Witnesses received 

confirmation that the cease and desist letter stands. Since on December 5, the three-

month period ended, they are currently waiting for an official communication from the 

Ministry about the initiation of the deregistration proceedings. 

The “activities” the Ministry regards as illegal are all features of the Jehovah’s Witnesses’ 

teachings and lifestyles that have been examined by courts of law throughout the world 

and regarded as lawful and protected by domestic and international principles of freedom 

https://bitterwinter.org/czech-republic-in-the-footsteps-of-russia-jehovahs-witnesses-threatened-with-liquidation/
https://spcp.prf.cuni.cz/aj/3-02enb.htm
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of religion or belief, with the exception of Russia and partially of Norway. In the latter 

country, however, a court decision is under appeal and does not threaten the Jehovah’s 

Witnesses with liquidation but “only” (between brackets, because these are serious 

limitations of their religious liberty) with the loss of state subsidies and certain other 

faculties, including the possibly of celebrating legally valid marriages. 

The first and second objections of the Czech Ministry deal with the same matter being 

litigated in Norway. It is alleged that by teaching the practice of counseling members not 

to associate with ex-members (except cohabiting relatives) who have been expelled as 

guilty and unrepentant of serious sins or have publicly disassociated themselves from the 

organization, the Jehovah’s Witnesses violate the right of their members to change their 

religious beliefs. The fear, it is argued, compels members who would like to leave to 

remain in the organization. 

The second objection adds that this is even more dangerous when “children” (meaning 

minors) are expelled, or they remain within the Jehovah’s Witnesses but are prevented 

from associating with friends and relatives who have been expelled or have publicly left 

the organization. The Czech Ministry’s letter does not clarify whether any minor was 

expelled in the Czech Republic. Cases of expulsion of minors are indeed extremely rare. 

This matter has been litigated in a good dozen of countries, resulting in 

decisions unanimously favorable to the Jehovah’s Witnesses, except (as mentioned 

earlier) in Russia and in a non-final decision in Norway. Courts have observed that in fact 

nobody can be compelled to associate with persons, including relatives, they no longer 

want to associate with, and that suspending relationships is a common fact in our 

societies as a consequence of all sorts of quarrels. Former spouses and other relatives 

often cease relationships with divorced ex-spouses. In fact, opponents do not ask courts 

to compel Jehovah’s Witnesses to associate with expelled or apostate ex-members, which 

would be practically impossible, but to prohibit the Jehovah’s Witnesses from teaching 

that relationships should be suspended. 

However, in some form, that relationships should cease is clearly taught in the Bible in 1 

Corinthians 5:13 (“Expel the wicked person from among you”) and 5:11 (“Do not even 

eat with such people”), and 2 John:10–11 (“Do not take them into your house or 

welcome them. Anyone who welcomes them shares in their wicked work”: all quotes 

from the New International Version). How to read these passages is a matter of Biblical 

interpretation that cannot be adjudicated by secular courts without a gross violation of 

freedom of religion. 

The third charge is that the Jehovah’s Witnesses use “psychological coercion to create 

dependency, which leads to psychological harm to individuals or their family members or 

damage to their social relationships.” By reading the explanatory part of the cease and 

desist letter, it seems that “psychological coercion” is allegedly practiced by avoiding 

relationships with expelled or apostate ex-members, which would make the third charge 

a duplicate of the first. On the other hand, the charge itself uses the language of 

the discredited theory of “brainwashing” or “psychological subjection” allegedly used by 

religious movements, debunked since the past century by mainline academic scholars of 

religion and rejected by courts of law in most democratic countries (with the exception of 

France, whose campaigns against “cults” have received widespread international 

criticism). 

https://bitterwinter.org/jehovahs-witnesses-in-norway-why-the-oslo-district-court-decision-is-wrong/
https://bitterwinter.org/jehovahs-witnesses-and-shunning-5-is-shunning-illegal/
https://bitterwinter.org/brainwashing-theories-the-myth-and-the-history-of-mind-control/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/brainwashing/8CA01B4526F6B4F28AC40EF93FCEF1BB
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The fourth charge relates to the question of blood transfusions to minors, including in 

cases when they are “necessary to save the child’s life.” Again, the letter does not 

mention whether specific incidents happened in the Czech Republic. 

The Czech Ministry failed to consider that in most democratic and medically advanced 

countries the issue is becoming moot as hospitals can provide appropriate care that does 

not involve a blood transfusion. On their official website, Jehovah’s Witnesses refer to 

various medical studies showing that “patients, including children, who do not receive 

transfusions usually fare as well as or better than those who do accept transfusions.” 

When Jehovah’s Witnesses wish to receive assistance in finding doctors who can provide 

bloodless treatment, they can seek the help of Hospital Liaison Committees, which have 

been established for this purpose. 

In most democratic countries, courts—including the European Court of Human Rights in 

2010 (“Jehovah’s Witnesses of Moscow and Others v. Russia,” June 10) and 2022 

(“Taganrog LRO and Others v. Russia,” November 22), and the Italian Supreme Court of 

Cassation in 2020 (3rd Civil Session, decision of 4–23 December 2020, no. 29469)—have 

ruled that adult patients have a right to refuse any medical treatment and protected the 

right of the Jehovah’s Witnesses to refuse blood transfusions. In several jurisdictions, this 

also applies to “mature minors.” 

As for minors who are not “mature,” in the rare cases when doctors believe a blood 

transfusion is absolutely necessary, and parents or guardians would not authorize it, that 

dispute can be resolved by a court. In such a case, a parent who is one of Jehovah’s 

Witnesses will respect the decision made by the court. Courts in democratic countries 

have also recommended that such measures are adopted only exceptionally. As stated in 

the Canadian appeal court decision of “M. (J.) v. Alberta (Director of Child Welfare)” 

(2004 ABQB 512, para. 43), the State “must be careful not to presume that the doctor 

has always recommended the only acceptable treatment and that Jehovah’s Witness 

parents are always wrong in denying their consent for treatment by way of blood 

products. Such a paternalistic attitude impairs the parents’ [constitutional] rights…” In 

Italy, one of the countries with the largest per capita population of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 

courts have held that by choosing medical alternatives to blood transfusions, parents who 

are Jehovah’s Witnesses are not displaying “parental inadequacy,” but are instead 

conscientiously exercising constitutional rights afforded to all parents (Minors Court of 

Genoa, no. 1109/19, 6 May 2019; Minors Court of Milan, no. 1110/2014, 15 January 

2014). 

The Jehovah’s Witnesses are asked to cease and desist from certain “activities.” 

However, they cannot cease and desist from their teachings about avoiding relationships 

with expelled members and blood transfusions, because they believe that these are 

mandated by the Bible, that the Bible is the word of God, and that Christians “must obey 

God rather than human beings” (Acts 5:29, New International Version). They are not 

alone in this attitude. When Australia (and other countries) passed laws compelling 

priests to breach the secret of confession and report to the police penitents who 

confessed sins of child sexual abuse, the Vatican promptly instructed Australian bishops 

and priests that they should refuse to do so and if necessary go to jail rather than 

breaching the confessional seal that for Catholics comes from God. 

The attitude of the Czech authorities is also discriminatory, since several other religious 

organizations have similar or harsher provisions about relationships with expelled or 

“apostate” ex-members. 

https://www.jw.org/en/jehovahs-witnesses/faq/jehovahs-witnesses-why-no-blood-transfusions/
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/fre#%7B%22itemid%22:%5B%22001-99221%22%5D%7D
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#%7B%22itemid%22:%5B%22001-217535%22%5D%7D
https://bitterwinter.org/struggle-for-confession-1-australian-controversy/
https://cesnur.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/tjoc_8_1_4_resnote.pdf
https://cesnur.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/tjoc_8_1_4_resnote.pdf
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In the Czech Republic the Jehovah’s Witnesses are offered the alternative of renouncing 

beliefs that are part of their interpretation of the Bible, thus “disobeying God,” or being 

de-registered, having their assets liquidated, and being put in the impossibility to operate 

as a religious organization. That this happens in Russia is unfortunately normal. It is a 

scandal when it is proposed in a democratic country and a member state of the European 

Union. It should not be allowed to happen. 

 

 


