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Security crackdown on atheists and unrecognised 
religious groups 

  

Human Rights Without Frontiers concerned about the arrest of numerous 

members of the Ahmadi Religion of Peace and Light as well as atheists 

 

 

EIPR / HRWF (20.10.2025) - EIPR (Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights) condemns the 

arrest campaign launched by security agencies against atheists, and others with different 

religious views.  

This campaign began mid-September and is still ongoing. 

EIPR has documented the arrest of at least 14 individuals in the past few weeks who are 

believed or perceived to hold beliefs that deviate from mainstream religious beliefs. They 

were arrested for simply exercising their constitutional right to express their ideas and 

intellectual queries and curiosities via social media platforms. A number of those arrested 

were forcibly disappeared for several days before their appearance before the Supreme 

State Security Prosecution (SSSP), which is in charge of their investigations. 

They were charged with joining a group established in violation of the constitution and the 

law, and publicly assaulting a religion whose rites are performed openly. The Prosecution 

then ordered the detention of the accused in the case filed as Case No. 6954/2025, 

Supreme State Security Investigations. EIPR lawyers represent a number of those detained 

in connection with this case. 

The persecution campaign was launched on 13 September 2025, with the arrest of Maged 

Zakaria Abdel Rahman, known as "Mufti of Humanity." He was not permitted contact with 

his family or lawyer until he appeared before the SSSP ten days after his arrest.  

Arrests then followed for individuals who appeared with him on his YouTube programme 

or who posted video clips of themselves on open or closed Facebook groups, including the 

group "Arab Atheists Network and Forum." 

https://eipr.org/en/press/2025/10/security-crackdown-extends-non-religionists-atheists-and-those-dissenting-religious
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The current crackdown comes in light of the accelerating security crackdowns against 

followers of religions and beliefs not recognised under Egyptian law, or those holding views 

that deviate from those adopted by official religious institutions.  

In 2025, EIPR documented the arrest of 39 individuals who were charged in connection 

with six different cases, including seventeen followers of the "Ahmadi Religion of Peace and 

Light."  

The Egyptian authorities deported a Syrian refugee who was one of the accused in that 

case, and the rest remain in detention pending investigation. It is quite normalised now 

that detention orders are issued against the accused in state security investigations 

regardless of the nature of the incidents or alleged acts for which they were arrested, and 

irrespective of the extent to which those incidents under investigation y correspond with 

the crimes addressed by the Penal Code. 

Security agencies and the Public Prosecution questioned the accused about the nature of 

their religious beliefs and the places of worship they frequent, in what resembled a religious 

trial.  

EIPR also received testimony about detention facility officials organising religious seminars 

for the arrested individuals.  

Although religious counselling is stipulated in the Prisons Regulation Law as a method of 

educating and providing educational and cultural material to prisoners, EIPR stresses that 

detainees must not be compelled in any way to attend this type of activity against their 

will, as this constitutes a form of religious coercion prohibited under the Egyptian 

Constitution and international law. 

EIPR warns against the escalating state of hostility towards freedom of opinion and 

expression especially as it relates  to exercising the right to freedom of belief.  

This right is guaranteed to all citizens under Article 64 of the Constitution, which affirms 

that "freedom of belief is absolute." EIPR stresses the necessity of adhering to a broad 

definition of freedom of religion and belief in accordance with Article 18 of the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), which is part of Egyptian legislation under 

Article 93 of the Constitution.  

The ICCPR protects monotheistic and non-monotheistic religions, and even atheistic ideas, 

meaning its scope of interpretation is not limited only to prevailing religions. The second 

paragraph of the article also prohibits coercion that would impair the right to adopt a 

religion or belief, including the use of threats of physical force or penal sanctions to compel 

believers or non-believers to adhere to or abandon their religious beliefs. 

EIPR demands the immediate cessation of the campaign of arrests and persecution of 

citizens because of their religious beliefs and their expression. EIPR also calls for the 

immediate release of those arrested and dropping all  charges against them. 
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Legal dispute over property rights at Saint Catherine’s 
Monastery in Sinai  

 

Listen to the Podcast of Dr Elizabeth Prodromou HERE 

 

By Dora Antoniou 

Ekatherimini (31.05.2025) - A comprehensive agreement that would have ended a 

prolonged legal dispute over property rights at Egypt’s historic Saint Catherine’s Monastery 

in Sinai remains unsigned, leaving the ancient Orthodox Christian site’s future uncertain. 

The draft agreement and settlement contract was finalized in late December following 

extensive negotiations between Major General Dr Khaled Moubarak Hussein Bakri, 

Governor of South Sinai, and Archbishop Damianos, the monastery’s legal representative 

under Presidential Decree 306 of 1974. 

The proposed settlement addressed lawsuits filed since 2015 by the South Sinai 

Governorate challenging the monastery’s ownership of 71 disputed plots. A five-member 

expert committee appointed by the Ministry of Justice detailed boundaries and 

characteristics of the contested lands. The agreement’s preamble stated that the Court of 

Appeal ordered the merger of two appeals and, before deciding on their merits, ordered 

the appointment of a five-member committee of experts from the Ministry of Justice. Cases 

were postponed, before an unfavorable court decision was issued last Wednesday. 

The agreement explicitly recognized the monastery’s ownership rights, stating that the 

parties agree that, according to the registration of Saint Catherine’s Monastery on the 

World Heritage List, the monastery, its buildings, its plots, churches and related buildings 

constitute property of the monastery belonging to the Greek Orthodox Doctrine. Central to 

the proposed settlement was acknowledgment of the site’s UNESCO World Heritage status, 

granted in 2002. The Egyptian state recognized the area’s historical significance and 

cultural heritage dating to the 4th century. 

Under draft terms, the monastery would maintain autonomy in managing its internal, 

administrative and religious affairs without external interference. The abbot would oversee 

all activities while cooperating with Egypt’s Supreme Council of Antiquities for building 

conservation. 

Environmental heritage received special attention, with provisions protecting ancient trees. 

The seventh article stated that the parties fully agree on their commitment to 

https://thegreekcurrent.simplecast.com/episodes/whats-at-stake-for-st-catherines-monastery-in-sinai-and-why-does-it-matter-for-international-religious-freedom
https://www.ekathimerini.com/politics/foreign-policy/1271268/historic-sinai-settlement-never-signed/
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reconciliation, waiver and termination of the ongoing legal dispute between the South Sinai 

Governorate and the monastery.  

The unsigned agreement was referenced during Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi’s 

recent visit to Athens. Sources within the Sinaitic community suggest the signing delay 

was intentional, allowing the court decision to create new, unfavorable circumstances for 

the monastery. It houses one of the world’s oldest continuously operating libraries and 

invaluable religious manuscripts. 

 

Podcast with Dr. Elizabeth Prodromou joins Thanos Davelis 

With a recent court ruling in Egypt sounding alarm bells in Athens and around the world 

over the status of St. Catherine’s monastery in Sinai, Dr. Elizabeth Prodromou joins Thanos 

Davelis to break down what’s at stake for the UNESCO world heritage site, and explore 

why it matters as we look at the broader state of international religious freedom in the 

region. 

EPISODE NOTES 

A recent court ruling in Egypt has sounded alarm bells in Athens and around the world as 

it seems to put the status of St. Catherine’s monastery in Sinai, a UNESCO world heritage 

site, at risk. This has prompted reactions at the highest levels, with Prime Minister 

Mitsotakis speaking with his Egyptian counterpart and emphasizing the importance of 

safeguarding the monastery’s status as a Greek Orthodox place of pilgrimage. Dr. Elizabeth 

Prodromou joins Thanos Davelis as we break down what’s at stake for St. Catherine’s 

monastery and why it matters as we look at the broader state of international religious 

freedom in the region. 

Dr. Prodromou is a former Vice Chair and Commissioner on the US Commission on 

International Religious Freedom, visiting professor in the International Studies Program at 

Boston College, and was a member of the US Secretary of State’s Religion & Foreign Policy 

Working Group. 

You can read the articles we discuss on our podcast here: 

Sisi reaffirms Egypt’s commitment to status of Sinai monastery in call with 

Mitsotakis 

Historic Sinai settlement never signed 

A bolt out of the blue on Mt Sinai 

Turkish authorities order detention of dozens of opposition officials in widening 

crackdown 

Turkey arrests dozens including opposition party members 

Gas to flow from Greece to Slovakia, Ukraine 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Christine/OneDrive/Bureau/Dr.%20Elizabeth%20Prodromou%20joins%20Thanos%20Davelis
https://www.ekathimerini.com/politics/foreign-policy/1271284/sisi-reaffirms-egypts-commitment-to-status-of-sinai-monastery-in-call-with-mitsotakis/
https://www.ekathimerini.com/politics/foreign-policy/1271284/sisi-reaffirms-egypts-commitment-to-status-of-sinai-monastery-in-call-with-mitsotakis/
https://www.ekathimerini.com/politics/foreign-policy/1271268/historic-sinai-settlement-never-signed/
https://www.ekathimerini.com/opinion/1271181/a-bolt-out-of-the-blue-on-mt-sinai/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/turkish-authorities-order-detention-dozens-opposition-officials-widening-2025-05-31/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/turkish-authorities-order-detention-dozens-opposition-officials-widening-2025-05-31/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cwy311zq1r3o
https://www.ekathimerini.com/economy/energy/1271305/gas-to-flow-from-greece-to-slovakia-ukraine/
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Hidden epidemic of violence against Coptic girls and 
women 

A report of Coptic Solidarity accuses – Four members of the European 

Parliament co-sign a parliamentary question 

 

HRWF (22.05.2025) - Four members of the European Parliament - Bert Jan Ruissen (ECR), 

Miriam Lexmann (PPE), Sebastian Tynkkynen (ECR) and Carlo Fidanza (ECR) have asked 

a parliamentary question about the situation of Coptic girls and women in Egypt to the 

Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs 

and Security Policy 

A damning report 

Coptic Solidarity (*) has published a revealing report titled Hidden Crimes, Public 

Deception: The Epidemic of Abductions and Forced Disappearance of Coptic 

Women and Girls. This report sheds light on the evolving tactics of Muslim trafficking 

groups who target Coptic women and minor girls for forced conversion and marriage. It 

builds on the knowledge gathered in the first report on this subject, ‘Jihad of the Womb’: 

Trafficking of Coptic Women & Girls in Egypt, which has become the primary source 

on trafficking of Coptic women utilized by the United Nations, the US Government, and 

legislators worldwide. 

 

Coptic Solidarity finds that Coptic women and their bodies are sometimes used to shame 

and/or avenge the entire Coptic community. Yet, most reports on Egypt exclude the special 

vulnerability of Coptic Christian women as a distinguishable ethno-religious group with 

regard to their safety and (the lack of) gender justice. 

Many hundreds of Coptic women have been forcibly disappeared in the last decades in 

Egypt, but government officials and legislators in the West have been hesitant to speak 

out as the Egyptian government depicts these disappearances as “love stories” in which 

Coptic women elope with Muslim men. There are certainly a number of cases in which 

Coptic women and girls might have voluntarily married a Muslim and converted to Islam 

(keeping in mind that the opposite—that is Muslim women converting and/or marrying 

Christian men—is prohibited by Egypt’s sharia-based laws), but the number of 

disappearances and subsequent decision to sever all ties with their families is too 

substantial to ignore or to assume the majority of disappearances are voluntary. 

In fact, the evidence points to the exact opposite conclusion. Even more so when we take 

into account that family members are often not allowed to report such disappearances to 

the police, and in many instances are forced to deal with (implicit or explicit) threats by 

the police. 

A major change in tactics by these Islamic conversion groups (assisted by implicit or explicit 

support by certain authorities) is the use of grooming and/ or luring instead of just utilizing 

abrupt abductions. There is also a new emphasis on targeting Coptic women who suffer 

physical or mental health problems, which make them doubly vulnerable. This enables the 

https://www.copticsolidarity.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/hidden-crimes-public-deception-report-f-branded.pdf
https://www.copticsolidarity.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/hidden-crimes-public-deception-report-f-branded.pdf
https://www.copticsolidarity.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/hidden-crimes-public-deception-report-f-branded.pdf
https://www.copticsolidarity.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/jihad-of-the-womb-report-fa.pdf
https://www.copticsolidarity.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/jihad-of-the-womb-report-fa.pdf
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abductors to create confusion regarding the circumstances of a disappeared Coptic girl, 

creating a narrative of a love story utilizing existing relationships and communications, 

despite orchestrating the entire situation. 

Coptic Solidarity was able to interview immediate family members of disappeared girls to 

better understand the current tactics being utilized to abduct and forcibly convert and 

marry Coptic women to Muslims in Egypt. This new report explores these techniques and 

provides recommendations to the Egyptian government to end the exploitation of Coptic 

women by these criminal groups, many of whom have ties with government officials and 

known Islamic clergy in Egypt. 

As with the original, Coptic Solidarity submitted this report to the office of the UN Special 

Rapporteur for Freedom of Religion or Belief, to the US State Department’s Office for 

Trafficking in Persons, to the US Commission on International Religious Freedom, and to 

other relevant government entities and legislators. 

 

Parliamentary question 

“According to the non-governmental organisation Coptic Solidarity, Coptic girls and women 

in Egypt are the victims of a hidden epidemic. Coptic girls and women are often subjected 

to abduction, rape, forced marriage and forced conversion to Islam. Copts make up around 

9 % of Egypt’s population.  

Islam is Egypt’s state religion, and Sharia is the country’s principle source of legislation. 

Deadly attacks by Islamist mobs on Coptic Christians are not uncommon. Nor are attacks 

on churches. However, the violence suffered by Coptic girls and women is not widely 

known. According to Egyptian law, no one under 18 is permitted to marry. However, this 

law proves easy to circumvent.  

Moreover, marital rape is not recognised as such. Coptic girls and women can therefore be 

abducted, forced to marry, forced to convert to Islam and raped; they do not have any 

legal protection. 

• 1.Is the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for 

Foreign Affairs and Security Policy (VP/HR) aware of the reported violence against 

Coptic women and girls? 

• 2.What is the VP/HR’s political response to this, and is the protection of minorities, 

especially Copts, a priority in dialogue and diplomacy with Egypt? 

• 3.How will the VP/HR urge the Egyptian Government to take all the measures 

necessary to end this violence against Coptic girls and women?” 

 

Waiting for an answer probably in June or July. 

 

(*) Coptic Solidarity is an organization working towards equal citizenship rights for the 

indigenous Coptic Christians of Egypt, and we support those in Egypt working for 

democracy, freedom, and the protection of the fundamental rights of all Egyptian citizens. 

It advocates in cooperation with the affiliated organizations in Canada and in Europe 

(Solidarité Copte). For more information, contact Lindsay Rodriguez at 

coptadvocacy@copticsolidarity.org 
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Police crackdown on members of the Ahmadi Religion of 
Peace and Light 

Halt arbitrary arrest, disappearance and threatened deportation of Ahmadi 

minority members, Amnesty says 

Amnesty International (08.04.2025) - The Egyptian authorities must stop all plans to 

forcibly return a Syrian asylum seeker who is at risk of deportation to Syria as early as 

tomorrow and end their ongoing crackdown on members of the Ahmadi Religion of Peace 

and Light, Amnesty International and the Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights (EIPR) said 

today. 

Between 8 and 14 March 2025, Amnesty International and EIPR documented the arbitrary 

detention of at least four members of the religious minority solely for peacefully exercising 

their right to freedom of religion. The men, who include two Syrian brothers registered as 

asylum seekers with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), were 

detained at their homes in three different governorates. Three of them were subsequently 

subjected to enforced disappearance with their fate and whereabouts currently unknown, 

while one man remains held incommunicado (i.e. without any contact with the outside 

world). 

“It is outrageous that these men have been targeted and forcibly disappeared simply for 

not espousing state-sanctioned religious beliefs. The Egyptian authorities have legal 

obligations to respect and protect the right to freedom of religion of everyone in the country 

which includes those with religious beliefs not recognized by the state,” said Mahmoud 

Shalaby, Egypt and Libya Researcher at Amnesty International. 

It is outrageous that these men have been targeted and forcibly disappeared 

simply for not espousing state-sanctioned religious beliefs. 

Mahmoud Shalaby, Researcher 

“Instead of arbitrarily detaining and forcibly disappearing people for exercising their 

religious beliefs or threatening to deport them, the Egyptian authorities should immediately 

disclose the men’s fate and whereabouts and unconditionally release them.” 

Among those targeted is Ahmed Al-Tanawi, a 28-year-old Syrian asylum seeker registered 

with UNHCR, who is at imminent risk of deportation to Syria.  The security situation in 

Syria remains volatile and Amnesty International continues to oppose forced returns to the 

country. 

The latest crackdown on members of the Ahmadi religious minority was triggered when a 

member of the religious group hung a banner advertising an Ahmadi TV channel on a 

pedestrian bridge in Giza in early March. Amnesty International and EIPR reviewed a 

photograph of the banner hanging on the bridge, which showed the frequency of “Mahdi 

Has Appeared” (Zahra al-Mahdi), a TV channel affiliated with the Ahmadi religion and 

featured a photo of its leader. 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/04/egypt-halt-arbitrary-arrest-disappearance-and-threatened-deportation-of-ahmadi-minority-members/
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On 8 March 2025, security forces arrested the individual who hung the banner. He was 

released later that day without charge, according to Imran Ali, the United Kingdom-based 

bishop of the Ahmadi religion in Egypt and another Ahmadi man who was in touch with the 

individual after his release. It appears that the security forces identified three of the Ahmadi 

men after searching his phone and finding a Telegram group for members of the religious 

group in Egypt, of which the three of were members, according to Imran Ali and the men’s 

relatives. 

On 11 March, police officers in plain clothes arrested Ahmed Al-Tanawi and his brother, 

Hussein Mohammed Hassan Al-Tanawi, also an asylum seeker registered with UNHCR, at 

their house in 6th of October City in Giza governorate, without presenting an arrest 

warrant, according to a family member. Ahmed remains held incommunicado at the 6th of 

October First Police Station, while Hussein’s fate and whereabouts remain unknown. On 15 

March, a police officer informally told EIPR’s lawyer that Ahmed was accused of 

“membership in a terrorist organization”. 

On 25 March, Hussein’s family submitted a complaint to the public prosecution, which was 

reviewed by Amnesty International and EIPR, to inquire about his whereabouts. The family 

has yet to receive a response. 

Amnesty International and EIPR learned that on 13 March, authorities transferred Ahmed 

Al-Tanawi to the General Administration of Passports, Immigration and Nationality in 

Abbasyia neighbourhood in Cairo, where officials coerced him into signing documents 

apparently related to his deportation, without allowing him to review them.  On 6 April, 

police forced Ahmed Al-Tanawi’s family to purchase a ticket for him to Syria, threatening 

to deprive him of medication for his heart condition. His flight is scheduled for early 

tomorrow morning, according to his family. 

On 10 March, security forces arrested Omar Mahmoud Abdelmaguid Mohamed Ibrahim, 

another member of the Ahmadi religious minority, following a violent raid on his home in 

Cairo. His fate and whereabouts remain unknown. A member of Omar’s family said that 

since the arrest, his house has been under constant police surveillance. Police officers 

searched the house again on the same day to arrest Omar’s brother-in-law, Hazem Saied 

Mohamed Abd El-Moatamed, who had fled. However, he was arrested three days later, on 

13 March, in 10th of Ramadan City in Sharqia Governorate, according to one of his relatives. 

He remains forcibly disappeared. He remains forcibly disappeared. 

Amnesty International and EIPR reviewed copies of complaints submitted by family 

members of Omar Mahmoud Abdelmaguid Mohamed Ibrahim and Hazem Saied Mohamed 

Abd El-Moatamed to the prosecution on 25 March, inquiring about their whereabouts. To 

date, the family has not received a response. 

In separate incidents, at least four other members of the religious minority were arrested 

throughout March, with their fate and whereabouts currently unknown, according to Imran 

Ali.  He said that three of them messaged him to say they were about to be arrested. He 

has not heard back from them since. 

Background 

Religious minorities including Coptic Christians, Shi’a Muslims and Bahá’ís consistently face 

discrimination in law and/or practice in Egypt. Members of religious minorities, atheists 

and others not espousing state-sanctioned religious beliefs are summoned and questioned 
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by the National Security Agency or otherwise threatened or harassed, including by their 

educational institutions and online. 

HRWF Footnote 

The Ahmadi Religion of Peace and Light (AROPL) is a Shia-derivative new religious 

movement which was founded in 1999 in the chaotic post-Saddam Iraq by Ahmed al-

Hassan, a civil engineer born in 1968 in Basra. He claimed to have physically met the 

Twelfth Imam, who had entrusted him with a special mission. The movement soon 

expanded to other countries with Sunni or Shia majority populations. It is headed by the 

Egyptian American national Abdullah Hashem Aba Al-Sadiq and follows the teachings of 

Imam Ahmed al-Hassan as its divine guide.  

The new religious movement is not to be confused with the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community 

heavily persecuted in Pakistan, which was founded in the 19th century by Mirza Ghulam 

Ahmad of Qadian (1835-1908) within a Sunni context.  

 

More reading 

 

MOROCCO: Two young members of the Ahmadi Religion of Peace and Light arrested 

AZERBAIJAN: Report on the persecution of the Ahmadi Religion of Peace and Light 

THAILAND persecutes the Ahmadi Religion of Peace and Light. Why? 

ALGERIA: Ahmadi Religion of Peace and Light people meet UN Special Rapporteur 

MALAYSIA: A “heretic” sentenced to 6 months in prison and a fine 

 

Christian convert from Islam freed after over 3 years in 
detention  

 

Abdulbaqi Saeed Abdo, father of five, released from prison this month, with 

support from ADF International 

 

ADF International (02.02.2025) - The father of 5 imprisoned for participating in a private 

Facebook group about converting to Christianity from Islam has been freed from detention 

after 3 years – but his case remains open. 

Abdulbaqi Saeed Abdo, originally from Yemen, was part of a Christian Facebook group that 

discussed Islamic theology and apologetics. In 2021, Abdo was arrested while he was living 

as a UNHCR-registered asylum seeker in Egypt. He had originally fled to Egypt because he 

faced death threats in Yemen after converting to Christianity.   

He was moved between several detention centers throughout his three years of 

imprisonment, even undergoing a hunger strike within his final six months in an act of 

https://cesnur.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/tjoc_8_3_full_issue.pdf
https://cesnur.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/tjoc_8_3_full_issue.pdf
https://hrwf.eu/morocco-two-young-members-of-the-ahmadi-religion-of-peace-and-light-arrested/
https://hrwf.eu/un-azerbaijan-report-on-the-persecution-of-the-ahmadi-religion-of-peace-and-light/
https://hrwf.eu/thailand-persecutes-the-ahmadi-religion-of-peace-and-light-why/
https://hrwf.eu/algeria-a-un-special-rapporteur-meets-members-of-ahmadi-religion-of-peace-and-light/
https://hrwf.eu/malaysia-a-heretic-sentenced-to-6-months-in-prison-and-a-fine/
https://adfinternational.org/cases/abdulbaqi-egypt
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desperation. The husband and father of five suffered from poor health in relation to his 

heart, liver, and kidneys.  

“I endured many hardships in prison. It isn’t right that a government should tear me away 

from my family, keep me in these awful conditions, only because of the faith in which I 

peacefully choose to believe.  

“I thank everyone who prayed for me while I was in prison, cared about and followed up 

on my case, and shared the joy of my release from prison,” commented Abdo upon his 

release.  

Abdo’s son, Husam Baqi, added:  

“It is hideous that individuals are not allowed to believe and express their beliefs freely 

and are imprisoned or killed for their faith.“  

"This case shows the extremity of unchecked government censorship in the 

online age." 

- Abdulbaqi Saeed Abdo 

 

Abdo continues to fight his open legal battle with support from ADF International, who 

helped secure his release by submitting his case to the UN Working Group on Arbitrary 

Detention.  

A Global Trend of Online Censorship 

 

Commenting on the case, Kelsey Zorzi, Director of Advocacy for Religious Freedom for ADF 

International, said:  

“The arbitrary detention of this husband and father without a criminal trial, and the lack of 

an opportunity for him to defend himself against alleged offenses, constitutes a severe 

violation of human rights.  

“The peaceful expression of one’s religious convictions cannot a crime – not in Egypt, nor 

anywhere else in the world. This case shows the extremity of unchecked government 

censorship in the online age. The world must take note.”  

Support from around the World 

While Abdo suffered in prison, Ayaan Hirsi Ali, research fellow at Stanford University’s 

Hoover Institution, described his unfair treatment as “grotesque”.  

“The imprisonment of Yemeni refugee Abdulbaqi Saeed Abdo at the hands of Egyptian 

authorities is a surreal example of censorial blasphemy policies in action,” she said.   

Previously a prominent atheist, Ali announced in November that she was converting to 

Christianity. Because of her outspoken rhetoric against the Muslim Brotherhood, she faces 

constant death threats.   

“This is the logical conclusion to a trend that empowers authorities to brutalize innocent 

people for free expression on social media. From China to Pakistan, from Russia to Syria, 

https://adfinternational.org/our-team/kelsey-zorzi
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from the UK to Egypt—free speech must urgently be defended from our age’s resurgent 

Stalinism,” she added. 

 

 

 

 


