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Introduction
Western Sahara has been a disputed territory between the Polisario Front (Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia el-Hamra and Río de Oro) and Morocco since 1975.  

With General Franco on his deathbed in Spain, the then-colonial power agreed to withdraw from Western Sahara and on 6 November 1975, Morocco’s King Hassan II organised the so-called “Green March”, which saw 350,000 unarmed Moroccan civilians cross the border in Tarfaya into Western Sahara to seize control of the territory. Morocco annexed two-thirds of the region, claiming it was part of its historical lands. This move generated armed resistance by the Polisario Front movement claiming independence of the region under its rule. Its guerrilla war against Morocco would last until the cease-fire in 1991. Twenty-seven years have passed since the guns fell silent and the dispute is still going on.
This report does not deal with the conflict and the dispute between the Polisario Front and Morocco, but seeks to make an assessment of the human rights situation in the Western Sahara, called Southern Provinces by the Kingdom of Morocco.
Such an evaluation is important for the European Union and its member states as they have been involved in joint projects with the Kingdom of Morocco aiming at the economic and human development of Western Sahara and its maritime zone in the framework of its Southern Neighbourhood Policy. In this context, the EU has used its soft power to contribute to the advancement of human rights and a better life for the people living in the Western Sahara/ Southern Provinces, and should go on doing so.
The Conseil National des Droits de l’Homme (CNDH), a Moroccan institution, has been instrumental in the promotion and implementation of human rights in the country. It was established in accordance with the Paris Principles on the basis of a Royal Decree (Dahir) dated 1st March 2011
. It fully complies with the Paris Principles
 and holds constructive dialogue both with all segments of civil society and with the authorities. This driving force has committees and offices in each of the 13 regions of the country, including in the Southern Provinces.

This report of Human Rights Without Frontiers Int’l is mainly based on a mission carried out earlier this year in the region, on the activities of the CNDH and on the last annual report of the US Department of State on Western Sahara.

Western Sahara 

Western Sahara is a sparsely-populated area of mostly desert areas situated on the northwest coast of Africa. 
Western Sahara has been contested since 1975 when Spanish colonial powers left. Morocco claimed the territory as its own and fought a 16-year war with the Polisario Front military movement supported financially and diplomatically by Algeria. 

Morocco considers the vast Western Sahara (10 times the surface area of Belgium) as its southern provinces and fiercely defends against anything considered a threat to its territorial integrity. 

Western Sahara comprises two administrative regions: Laayoune and Dakhla. The region of Dakhla (142,865 km²) had a population of 142,955 inhabitants as of the Moroccan census in 2014 and the region of Laayoune (201,240 km²), which covers 28% of the total area of Morocco, had about 368,000 inhabitants in the same year. In total, about half a million people
 live nowadays in Western Sahara
. Housing, road infrastructure, communications, education and sports facilities, cultural centers, commercial areas, handicraft activities, industrial compounds have accordingly been developed in the last decades. 
The main pillars of both regions’ economy are fishing industry, phosphate mining, tourism and agriculture. The territory’s arid desert climate makes agriculture difficult. Oil has never been found in Western Sahara in quantities that would be commercially profitable.

Human rights Practices in Western Sahara 

Moroccan law and practice apply

In its 2017 Report on human rights in Western Sahara
, the U.S. Department of State covered a wide range of issues taking into account the versions of three main actors: civil society organisations, the Moroccan authorities and the CNDH
 (National Council on Human Rights).  The U.S. report stresses two important points

The Moroccan law and practice apply in Western Sahara in the same way as in the rest of the country 

Criticisms of and advocacy against Islam’s status as the state religion, the legitimacy of the monarchy, or Morocco’s territorial integrity are not tolerated and can be prosecuted.

and then goes into the details for each human right, showing a contrasted picture. 

Arbitrary or unlawful killings and disappearances
On these issues, the U.S. State Department states: 

“There were no reports that the Moroccan government or its agents committed arbitrary or unlawful killings.”

“There were no reports of disappearances by or on behalf of Moroccan government authorities during the year.”

However, the CNDH continued to investigate claims of human rights violations dating back to the “Years of Lead” (1956-1999) and recommended financial reparation or other sorts of social advantages in proven cases. The CNDH also continued to monitor the implementation of the recommendations of the “Equity and Reconciliation Commission”
 put in place for the victims of human rights violations in those years, or for their families.

Arbitrary arrest and detention

Observers indicated that police did not always respect the prohibition of arbitrary arrest or detention, particularly during or after pro-independence demonstrations. According to local NGOs and human rights associations, police sometimes arrested persons without warrants of while wearing civilian clothing. 

The CNDH and the Prison Administration organized human rights training sessions for prison staff and law enforcement forces
.

Arrest procedures and treatment of detainees

NGOs reported cases of alleged arbitrary arrests and detention (usually less than six days), especially during or after pro-independence demonstrations but there were fewer allegations than before 2017.

According to the Moroccan authorities, temporary detentions without charges for preliminary investigation are defined by law as follows: up to six days for suspected crimes not related to terrorism and twelve days for terrorism-related crimes
.

Prison and detention conditions

Prison and detention conditions improved during the year covered by the U.S. Department of State report but in some cases, they did not meet international standards. This situation was not specific to Western Sahara but was similar to other regions of the country
.

The CNDH carried out 31 monitoring visits to prisons in or near Western Sahara as of 15 September 2017 while various NGOs conducted at least 33 similar visits through June 2017
.

Fair trials

The main issue related to Western Sahara concerned the Gdeim Izik protests in 2010, the trial of over 20 protesters by a military court in 2013 and retrials in 2016-2017 by a civilian court.
On 9 October 2010, a group of Sahrawis erected a protest camp in the village of Gdeim Izik, near Laayoune, the administrative capital of the Southern Provinces of Morocco. The number of protesters increased rapidly from a few hundred to five thousand coming from other towns in the first week of November
.

The objective of the camp was to protest against "ongoing discrimination, poverty and human rights abuses against local citizens"
, but later some protesters also demanded independence for Western Sahara. 
On 8 November 2010, Moroccan police started to dismantle the camp and clashes broke out. Eleven police officers, a firefighter and a demonstrator were killed while dozens of people were injured. 
Twenty-four demonstrators were accused of murder and violence against law enforcement officers. In February 2013, the military court in Rabat pronounced sentences ranging from 20 years to life imprisonment against the accused. 

In 2015, a revision of the Code on Military Justice stipulated that a military court is no longer competent to prosecute civilians. On 27 July 2016, the Court of Cassation ordered a new trial to take place before a civilian court this time. Two individuals received reduced sentences (from 25 years to 4 years 1/2 and 6 years 1/2) and were released, joining two others whose 2013 sentences of time served were confirmed by the civilian court. Two other convicted individuals also had their sentences partly reduced (from 30 years to 25 years and from 25 years to 20 years) and remained in prison. Until the retrial, the Gdeim Izik prisoners were the last civilians still serving sentences imposed by a military court. 

On 2 November 2017, Morocco’s National Human Rights Council (CNDH) held a press conference to present the main conclusions of its report on the Gdeim Izik trial observation
. Their report focused mainly on whether the case met the conditions of a fair trial, as provided for by the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and stated that the conditions of a fair trial had been met as indicated in the Moroccan Constitution, the Article 14 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and other relevant international texts. 
It should also be noted that the CNDH was instrumental in the retrial of the accused by a civilian court as it had been its main recommendation in a preliminary report on the conduct of their trial by the military court
. 
Torture and degrading treatment
According to the 2017 Report on human rights in Western Sahara of the U.S. Department of State, the government of Morocco denied that it allowed the use of torture or degrading treatment as such practice is prohibited by the constitution and the law.

Such practices by government agents are said to have decreased over the last several years but have not disappeared, in particular within the framework of pro-independence protests perceived as threats to national security or territorial integrity or demonstrations calling for the release of pro-independence political activists
. 

In December 2016, the UN Committee against Torture confirmed this reduction trend on the occasion of the 6th Periodic Report for the ICCPR mechanism
 but it also stated that Morocco had violated its treaty obligations in the case of Gdeim Izik detainee Naama Asfari, who alleged he was convicted by the military court based on a confession obtained under torture and that no adequate investigation was conducted. 
In 2017 the civilian court, as part of the new trial, offered medical exams in accordance with the Istanbul Protocol to look for residual signs of torture to the 21 individuals who remained in detention from the group’s 2010 arrests and interrogations; however, Asfari declined to participate. Reports on the 15 detainees who willingly participated in the exams were admitted as evidence at the trial and did not find a link between the detainees’ complaints and the alleged torture. 

CNDH’s regional offices in the provinces of Tan Tan-Guelmin and Laayoune-Sakia El Hamra investigated seven other allegations of torture but did not find them to be substantiated.

Freedom of peaceful assembly

Moroccan law provides for the right of peaceful assembly and the government generally permitted authorized and unauthorized peaceful demonstrations to occur, the U.S. Department of State declares in its 2017 report on human rights in Western Sahara, but it also notes “some NGOs complained that the government used administrative delays and other methods to suppress or discourage unwanted peaceful assembly. Security forces intervened on occasion to disband both authorized and unauthorized protests when officials deemed the demonstration a threat to public security.” 

On 23 March 2017, a group of approximately 50 unemployed Sahrawis in Laayoune hijacked a private personnel transport bus belonging to a subsidiary of the local state phosphate company, one of the major job providing industries in the region, to protest what they considered the company’s broken promises to employ more Sahrawis. They expelled the driver and the passengers from the vehicle and threatened to immolate themselves if their demands were not fulfilled or if police intervened. The negotiations were unsuccessful and on the next day, police used water cannons to gain access to the bus. A dozen protesters were slightly injured, transported to a local hospital and released from care overnight. Several protesters were detained but released after a few hours
. 

In its summary of the UPR proceedings in May 2017
, the UN Working Group noted about Morocco’s presentation of its human rights record: 
24. The exercise of the right to peaceful assembly had undergone quantitative and qualitative diversification throughout the country, with more than 11,752 events organized in 2016, an average of 32 events per day involving 824085 demonstrators. 
25. The southern provinces experienced high levels of activity of rallies and demonstrations in the public domain. As an illustration, in 2016, more than 755 events were organized and were attended by more 16162 protesters.
On the same issue, the 10 April 2017 UN Secretary-General’s report on the Western Sahara
 reproduced the official position of the Moroccan authorities as follows: 

In a note verbale to OHCHR dated 17 February 2017, the Government of Morocco indicated that 776 protests had been organized in the “southern provinces” in 2016, including 343 in Laayoune, and confirmed that 66 had been dispersed for non-respect of the law.

According to the Moroccan daily newspaper Le Matin (26-28 January 2018, page 4), the CNDH regional committees recorded 11,752 demonstrations in Morocco in 2016, including 755 in Western Sahara provinces. 
Freedom of association

In its summary of the UPR proceedings
, the UN Working Group notes about the presentation of the State under review:

12. The number of declared associations had reached 130,000 in 2015, covering social categories from different regions of the Kingdom at the rate of 4,000 associative activities per day. 

21. Currently, there are more than 130,000 associations in Morocco operating in the different fields of public life, economic, social and cultural, with over 4,500 associations working in the field of human rights. 

According to the 2017 Report on human rights in Western Sahara
of the U.S. Department of State:
During the year the CNDH reported receiving complaints from 10 organizations that their registration requests were denied. Authorities noted that 2,984 organizations were registered in Laayoune and 937 in Dakhla, the two largest cities in Western Sahara. 

The government tolerated activities of several unregistered organizations. On June 20, Sahrawi activist and president of the unregistered NGO Collective of Sahrawi Human Rights Defenders (CODESA) Aminatou Haidar organized a public commemoration, with Moroccan authorities’ permission, of the 2016 death of POLISARIO leader Mohamed Abdelaziz. The event, which took place in an open-air tent and included public display of separatist Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic flags as well as a banner describing the location as “occupied Laayoune,” proceeded without intervention from authorities. 

More information about the work of the CNDH for enlarging the space of freedom of association can be found in the Report of the National Human Rights Council to Parliament (14 June 2014), the last report available on its website in French and in English
.

The Equity and Reconciliation Commission
The “Equity and Reconciliation Commission” (Instance Equité et Réconciliation - IER) 
, a human rights and truth commission created on 7 January 2004 on the basis of a Royal Decree, aimed at reconciling past victims of human rights abuses, such as torture, forced disappearances and arbitrary arrests, committed during the Years of lead (1956 to 1999), with the State. The IER aimed to rehabilitate the victims, and pay compensation for state outrages against them. 
The IER investigated approximately 20,000 cases, resulting in a number of recommendations to the state including: reparations (financial, psychological, medical and social), modification of the constitution, and ratification of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC), among others. The commission distributed $85 million USD within 18 months of the commission ending.

This was hailed internationally as a big step forward, and an example to the Arab world. 

On the basis of the principle “Moroccan law and practice apply to all its provinces” (including its Southern Provinces), Rabat has implemented the EIR recommendations in Western Sahara as well.

Moreover, the IER created a dynamics which contributed to further developments of human rights in Morocco as many of its recommendations were included in the 2011 Constitution.
The CNDH, which replaced the former Advisory Council of Human Rights
, is currently mandated to follow-up on the implementation of the Equity and Reconciliation Commission’s recommendations, but it is not the implementing entity. In its report to the Parliament in 2014
, the CNDH, which has offices in Laayoune and Dakhla (Western Sahara), said about the IER recommendations and human rights in that region:
26063 victims of gross human rights violations and/or rights holders were compensated, by virtue of the arbitration decisions of the Independent Arbitration Commission and the IER. The budget allocated to this process amounted to 1,804,702,899.80 Moroccan Dirhams (MAD) as of December 31, 2013. 

5027 victims from the Southern Provinces, for a total amount of 618,529,270.00 MAD. 
217 civilian victims abducted and detained by the Polisario Front were also compensated, for a total of 85,234,375.00 MAD.

The CNDH followed-up on the implementation of 149 projects in the 13 provinces of the country, including in Western Sahara, which covered four key areas: capacity building for local stakeholders, memory preservation, improving living conditions of the population, and promoting the rights of and employing women. The budget of this program amounted to 159,799,892.00 Dirhams and was funded by the Moroccan Government, international cooperation (the European Union, UN Women Fund, etc.), the National Human Rights Council, CDG Foundation, and contributions from local associations.

Concerning the IER archive, history and memory recommendations, the CNDH contributed to 
· the establishment of an archives institution “Archives du Morocco”, after the enactment of the Archives Law
· several related projects: conferences on museology and heritage, supporting

a Master’s degree program on contemporary history,

another Master’s degree program on Saharan studies,

the establishment of the Centre for Saharan Studies and Research at the Mohammed V University in Rabat, 
the Moroccan Center of Contemporary History, at the same university, 
the Sahara Museum in Dakhla, 

the Oasis Museum  in Ouarzazate, 
and the House of Moroccan History in Casablanca.

The returnees to Morocco and their experience of human rights
After a ceasefire was concluded between Morocco and the Polisario in 1991, the King announced publicly that the people having chosen to live under the Polisario’s rule in the previous 15 years would be welcome back in Morocco. With the passing years, thousands of them defected or escaped from the Tindouf camps. Once back in Morocco, they were involved in a social and professional reintegration program and had access to the same rights as the local residents.
Human Rights Without Frontiers (HRWF) met some returnees who in the past had voluntarily opted to fight against Morocco and some victims of kidnapping by the Polisario who had managed to escape. 
Testimony of Mohamed Cherif
 

Mohamed Cherif is now a Dutch citizen who works at the tourism office of Dakhla, the capital city of the Moroccan administrative region Dakhla-Oued Ed-Dahab. The city is built on a narrow peninsula of the Atlantic Coast. When Spain put an end to its colonial rule and withdrew from the region in 1975, there were only a few hundred inhabitants. Now, it has a population of about 106,000 people. 
Cherif was born in Villa Cisneros, the name of Dakhla under the Spanish colonial system. In the early 1970s, at the age of 17 years, he joined the anti-colonial nationalist movement and fought against Spain. He got military training in Libya and went back to Tindouf to train other fighters. He fought in military operations but got into trouble with the political leadership when he started criticising them publicly. He was accused of being a counter-revolutionary, arrested, tortured and jailed. For five years, from 1981 to 1986, Cherif was kept in the Rashid camp, what he calls a “re-education camp.” His re-education consisted of forced labour and confinement in a tiny cell, literally a hole in the ground from which he was allowed to exit three times a day to remove his own waste. “We were tortured physically and psychologically,” he said. During his years of detention, he almost lost his eyesight.

In 1986, he was released but his freedom of movement was strictly limited. He was forcibly married, like many other men, ‘to contribute to the demographic development’ of the territories administered by the Polisario. With the passing years, he was granted increasing freedom of movement.  

Unlike many Sahrawis, he was finally able to leave Tindouf, using family connections, and reached Morocco. Back home, he began speaking out about the camps run by the Polisario in Algeria, where tens of thousands of Sahrawis remain in limbo, without any liberty of movement and of expression.  

“Morocco has proposed an autonomy plan for Western Sahara but the Polisario and its Algerian hosts rejected it. So, since 1976, tens of thousands of Sahrawis have remained in dismal camps and they can rarely leave,” he said. If they are allowed a visit outside the camps, members of their families are often kept behind, essentially as a ‘guarantee’. 

“U.N. relief agencies, such as the World Food Program (WFP), are providing relief for 90,000 people but both Algeria and the Polisario refuse to allow a census to check the real number of people in need,” he said. 

“The UNHCR, the WFP and other donors, like the European Union and the US, deliver the goods to the Algerian Red Crescent at the port of Oran and from there, they are transferred to the Polisario. There is no control over their distribution after that. Such humanitarian aid from ECHO, Caritas or Oxfam has been diverted and found to be on sale in Mauritania and this is all done with the money of the taxpayers in the EU and the US,” according to Cherif. “Polisario officials have also embezzled funds and bought nice villas in Spain, he added.

Cherif is now the president of the NGO “Lumière et Justice” (Light and Justice) with which he denounces the abuses committed by the Polisario. He is keeping a database of Polisario leaders and staff who have committed acts of torture and other human rights violations in total impunity. He hopes that one day they will be tried by the International Criminal Court.

Deportation of children from Tindouf to Cuba: Testimony of Saadani Maoulainine

Saadani Maoulainine is a charismatic Moroccan human rights activist. She is in her early forties. She is the vice-president of the “Consejo Internacional de Liderazgo y Bienestar Social” and the representative of OCAPROCE (Organization for Communication in Africa and Promotion of International Economic Cooperation). Along with Khayat Keltoum, a former leader of Polisario women in charge of international relations, she testified at the UN in Geneva and in conferences in Europe about life under the Polisario’s rule in Tindouf camps and her deportation to Cuba as a child.

Saadani Maoulainine is one of the Sahrawi children deported to Cuba from Polisario’s camps in Tindouf.
 There are no statistics about their number but according to her, there might well have been between 1300 and 1700 cases. In the aftermath of Spain’s decolonisation and Morocco’s Green March in 1975, her parents had been convinced by Polisario’s recruiters to go to their camps and to participate in their fight for the independence of the Sahrawis.

As a Communist-inspired independence movement, the Polisario kept some characteristics of Stalin’s regime: the political purges. Quite regularly, members and leaders of the Polisario were accused of espionage for Morocco. They were tortured, imprisoned and sometimes executed. Saadani Maoulainine’s father was accused of spying for Morocco, arrested and tortured. His wife and his 5-year-old daughter were submitted to the same treatment. They were also publicly lapidated but survived the punishment of their “crime by association”. Her father died from torture by the Polisario.

At the age of 11 years, she was separated from her mother and forcibly sent to Cuba where she was educated for 13 years in the Communist ideology. Tearing families apart was also a typically Communist method used by the Polisario to maintain the parents in the regions under its rule in their expectation of the return of their offspring.

Spending all their youth in Cuba to be indoctrinated with the Communist ideology was enough for Saadani and other young Sahrawis to forget their mother tongue – the Hassani Arabic language – their culture and their families. They became native speakers of Spanish. “In Castro’s Cuba, we were instilled a revolutionary ideology which included vilifying and hating Morocco,” she said.

Upon their return to the Tindouf camps in Algeria, the ‘Sahrawi children of Cuba’, as they were called, felt so estranged from their families and culture that most of them opted for another life in Spain.

When Saadani was back from Cuba, she was told that her mother had defected to Morocco. She managed to get in contact with her. Despite her phone assurances about life in Morrocco, she hesitated a lot before deciding to run away. She finally fled from Tindouf to Nouakchott in Mauritania before joining her mother in Morocco. She is now an international human rights activist.

Testimony of Zakani Mohamed Ahmed, a kidnapped teacher

25 November 1975 is a date that Zakani Mohamed Ahmed, a teacher of Arabic language, will never forget. He was kidnapped on that day, at the age of 18 years, in Laayoune and could only return to Morocco in 1992. HRWF met him in his home in Laayoune in January 2018 and interviewed him:

HRWF: In which circumstances were you kidnapped?

ZMA: I had been invited to a Polisario political meeting in Morocco and I was asked about my opinion in all sincerity. I was very critical because they wanted to abolish our tribal identity in a state to be run by the Polisario. A tribe is something sacred in our culture. They then accused me of being a member of the Moroccan intelligence services and kidnapped me. They blindfolded me and put a hood on my head. In a Landrover, they took me to Tindouf in Algeria where they had been allowed to settle. They threatened me with execution and were shooting in the air. They asked me questions about the Moroccan army and tortured me to this end but I could not tell anything.

HRWF: How long were you detained?

ZMA: Until 1988. We were submitted to forced labour. We were working from 7am to 1pm and after a short break until sunset. When we were back in the camp, we had to lie in a small grave that we had had to dig ourselves. It was 50cm wide and 70cm deep. In summer, we were detained in temperatures of 40-50 degrees. A guard was patrolling all the time.  People died because of snakes’ bites, others were beaten to death. 

HRWF: Were there executions of prisoners?

ZMA: At the end of 1970s, a Sahrawi family – a husband and wife with two children – was buried alive. They had been recruited in Paris. The father was accused of being an agent of the Moroccan secret services.

HRWF: How did you manage to flee?

ZMA: In 1988, many people in the camps in Algeria protested against the Polisario’s rule. We were released but kept under strict surveillance. When the King of Morocco had his speech in 1991 in which he said Sahrawis living outside Morocco were welcome back home on their lands, many people tried to escape the vigilance of their guards. I fled to Mauritania. I went to the Moroccan embassy there. I was submitted to a long interview and they asked me many questions to make sure I was not an infiltrated Polisario agent. That is how I recovered my freedom.
Mustapha Salma Ould Sidi Mouloud, former Polisario’s police chief

Mustapha Salma Ould Sidi Mouloud is a former police chief of the Polisario. In 1979, at the age of 11, he was abducted and deported to Tindouf, in Algeria. He graduated from the Police School in Alger at the age of 23. In the Polisario, he first became the Director for Public Security and Investigation and then Secretary General and Inspector General of their police.

In 2010, he entered the territory of Morocco with a Mauritanian passport to visit his family. On 9 August 2010, he announced at a press conference that he wanted to open a dialogue with Morocco on the Moroccan autonomy initiative for settling the conflict in Western Sahara that was proposed to the UN in April 2007. On 21 September, he was arrested by the Polisario militia upon arrival at the Mauritanian border crossing point leading to the Tindouf camps where his wife and their five children were still living. His objective was to attempt to convince the Polisario that the autonomy proposal by Morocco was worth considering. On that occasion, Human Rights Watch recalled Algeria that it was its responsibility to guarantee the rights of all the persons living on its territory, including the right to freedom of expression of Mustapha Salma Ould Sidi Mouloud. Amnesty International and many other organisations adopted a similar position.
 After some time, he was illegally deported by Algeria.

In 2013, he carried out a hunger strike in front of the HCR in Nouakchott to get the right to freely visit his family in Tindouf camps.
 

Conclusion

Between 1988 and 2010, some 8000 Sahrawi returnees are said to have gone back to Morocco
. In 2018, their number was evaluated at around 12,000
, including high-ranking leaders of the Polisario
. According to official data, the Moroccan state takes in charge the defectors, providing them with housing, food and medical care during the identification period and after that, they are given a home and a social allowance.  
These defectors are now Moroccan citizens who enjoy the same rights as all the other Moroccans. They participate in national and local elections as voters and as candidates in their regions of origin
, and they contribute to the development of the Western Sahara.
Human rights in Morocco’s Autonomy Plan
Currently, the constitutional and legislative provisions concerning the protection of human rights in Morocco extend to the populations living in the Western Sahara.

In April 2006 the Royal Advisory Council for Saharan Affairs (CORCAS)
 submitted a proposal to the United Nations granting autonomy to the people of Western Sahara. Morocco’s initiative was based on a one-year long consultation process with all sectors of the Sahrawi population in the country. The views of foreign governments and international authorities were also sought before the plan was finalized for presentation to the United Nations. 

In Rabat’s Plan, the elected government of the autonomous region would 

· have exclusive competencies on some issues

· share competencies with the central government of Morocco on others 

· have consultative rights on competencies kept by the central government and affecting the region. 

The autonomous government would 

· control local administration, local police, education, cultural development, economic development, regional planning, tourism, investment, trade, public works and transportation, housing, health, sports and social welfare

· be able to raise taxes to finance these competencies while continuing to receive funding from the central budget as well

· be able to establish foreign regional trade relations offices

· have consultative rights on other sovereign foreign agreements affecting the region. 

The central government would retain exclusive jurisdiction on national defense, currency, postal, and foreign affairs and religion.

The chief executive of the autonomous region would be elected by the legislature, but would be invested by and serve in the name of the Monarchy. 

All individual rights guaranteed under the Moroccan Constitution would continue to be applied to all residents of the autonomous region. 

The Autonomy Plan
 provides, among other things, in § 6 that 

the Sahara populations will themselves run their affairs democratically, through legislative, executive and judicial bodies enjoying exclusive powers. They will have the financial resources needed for the region's development in all fields, and will take an active part in the nation's economic, social and cultural life. 

and in § 12 that 

the populations of the Sahara autonomous Region shall exercise powers, within the Region's territorial boundaries, mainly over the following: 

• local administration, local police force and jurisdictions;

• in the economic sector: economic development, regional planning, promotion of investment, trade, industry, tourism and agriculture; 

• budget and taxation; 

• infrastructure: water, hydraulic facilities, electricity, public works and transportation; 

• in the social sector: housing, education, health, employment, sports, social welfare and social security; 

• cultural affairs, including promotion of the Saharan Hassani cultural heritage; 

• environment. 

The autonomy proposal was rejected by the Polisario but Morocco sought support of the USA to take it forward. In the aftermath of Morocco’s proposal for autonomy, the UN sponsored four peace talks between the Polisario delegation and Morocco in 2007-2008 in New York.  

In a 2007 letter to President Bush, 173 members of the US Congress endorsed the plan
. In a letter to President Obama in 2009, 233 US congressmen also backed the plan
. In 2010, a letter to Secretary of State Clinton backing the Morocco’s plan, was signed by 54 Senators
. 

Apart from the support of the USA
 to the Autonomy Plan, it is also worth mentioning: France
, Azerbaijan
, Ghana
, Qatar
 and Mali
. The Autonomy Plan proposal is, more than ever, on the table on Morocco’s side.
EU’s Soft Power in the European Neighbourhood and Human Rights
The EU as a soft power has often used its commercial agreements with third countries to promote human rights and good practices on a number of issues. 

The relations between the EU and Morocco are framed in the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) and the Union for the Mediterranean. Among the ENP countries, Morocco has even been recognised an advanced status, opening up to high levels of political cooperation.

The main legal ties between Morocco and the EU are set by the 2000 Association Agreement, the 2006 EU-Morocco Fisheries Partnership Agreement, the 2006 Open Skies agreement and various other bilateral agreements. These agreements provide a particular opportunity for Brussels to play a major role in Morocco’s future and to develop European human rights standards on various issues in the country, including human rights in its southern provinces (Western Sahara), where fishing industry, phosphate mining and agriculture are part of the various cooperation agreements.

Fishing industry

Laayoune accounts for 47% of the national fish catch. It has the biggest sardine seaport and the biggest fish hall in Morocco and in Africa. Some statistics as a reference:

384,566 tons of fish captured in 2015 
712 units of coast fishing

2680 units of traditional fishing

Number of fishermen: 15,542

The development of the fishing industry in Morocco is mainly due to the EU-Morocco Fisheries Partnership which has been implemented since 2007 without any interruption. According to the last EU evaluation report on the Protocol to the Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreement, the people living now in the Moroccan southern regions of Dakhla-Oued Eddahab and Laayoune-Boujour-Sakia El Hamra (also called Western Sahara) mostly benefited from the EU-Moroccan Agreement
 as they received 68 % of the total sectoral support foreseen by the current fisheries protocol.
Morocco’s national fisheries production totaled 1.3 million tons in 2014, making it the largest maritime fisheries producer in Africa and at the 25th position worldwide. Fisheries represent 2.3% of the GDP of the country and the sector creates direct employment for 170 000 fishermen and indirect employment to an additional 500 000 people, according to the FAO which estimates that 3 million people in Morocco depend on fisheries for their livelihoods
. 

The EU-Morocco Partnership gives about 120 European vessels from 11 EU countries (France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Spain and UK) access to the kingdom’s fishing zone in exchange for a financial contribution from the EU of EUR 30 million per year (€16m for access payment to the resource plus €14m for the support of Moroccan sectoral fisheries policy), and a contribution by ship owners of EUR 10 million. This cooperation is especially important for Spanish fishing interest and Spanish-Moroccan bilateral relations.

Regarding the economic advantages for the EU, the assessment report of the European Commission highlights a positive return on investment: every euro invested is now estimated to generate EUR 2.78 of total added value for the European fisheries sector, compared to EUR 0.65 in 2010.

During his last visit to Morocco, the European Commissioner for the Environment, Maritime Affairs, and Fisheries stressed the EU’s willingness to maintain its cooperation with Morocco in this area and give it new momentum.

Unemployment is around 10.5% in Morocco. The non-renewal of the agreement would aggravate the level of unemployment and may lead to social instability. It is certainly not what the EU, Morocco and the population of Western Sahara want. 
Other economic areas of mutual interest allow the EU to balance business with human rights.
Other areas of development and cooperation
The region also has a thriving phosphate industry, another major source of revenue. Morocco, including Western Sahara, is only second to China for the phosphate reserves in the world (5.7 billion tons against 6.6 billion tons in China). Its mine in Bou Craa (Laayoune region) represents 7-8% of Morocco’s global production
.
Reserves of phosphate rock are almost non-existent in Europe and Morocco is an important supplier to the EU.
In 2017, Morocco shipped over 1.5 million tons of phosphate from Western Sahara.
Another important area of cooperation is agriculture which is not limited to local consumption. On 31 January 2017, Morocco and the EU initialed in Brussels a document strengthening their partnership under the farm agreement already binding the two parties. In 2016, the EU imported more than EUR 3 billion worth of agricultural products.

The region of Laayoune has also developed renewable solar and wind energies. The first wind farm in Africa was established in the city of Tarafaya and has a capacity 300 MW. Two other wind projects were realized in Akhfenir (100 MW) and Foum El Oued (50 MW). 

Conclusions

In 2012 EU exports to Morocco were worth about EUR 7 billion and imports just over EUR 9 billion, making the EU a major trade partner.

In the near future, there will be concrete opportunities for the EU to articulate political dialogues, economic agreements and human rights, including in Western Sahara. 

On 8 February 2018, the Morocco-EU Joint Parliamentary Committee met in Strasbourg to monitor the work done in relation with the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) launched in 2003 on various issues: security, migration, human development, the fight against radicalism, economic and trade cooperation, and the relation between the EU and the African Union. Follow up meetings have been scheduled. 
On 20 February 2018, the EU Commission briefed the Parliament on the negotiations with Morocco to secure Western Sahara trade flows, and the EU External Action Service (EEAS) provided an update on a consultation process with members of the Moroccan government, members of the regional councils from Western Sahara, socio-economic stakeholders, Chambers of Commerce, Fisheries and Agriculture Chambers, research institutes, development agencies, registered civil society organizations, and so on
.
The renewal of the EU-Morocco Fisheries Agreement, among others, will benefit the social and economic rights of all the Moroccans, as well as social stability, as it will constitute a sustainable factor contributing to local employment. Such agreements provide the EU, as a soft power, major leverages to induce positive changes in Morocco and improvements of civil and political rights. Such an asset should not be put at risk concerning the development of freedom of association and assembly, freedom of expression, women’s and children’s rights and domestic violence in Western Sahara. Morocco is not only an important trade partner as 70% of its trade is with the EU, but also a strategic ally, especially when it comes to common challenges, such as terrorism and migration.

Conclusions

Nobody knows when the dispute between the Polisario and Morocco will come to an end but in the meantime, half a million people live in Western Sahara/ Southern Provinces and deserve to enjoy their human rights. 
The CNDH is a key player in the monitoring and advancement of human rights in Morocco, including in its Southern Regions/ Western Sahara.

The European Union can trust this Moroccan institution, which is recognized as abiding by the Paris Principles, to move forward with the implementation of the mechanisms guaranteeing human rights. To this end, the local offices of the CNDH in Laayoune and Dakhla dispose of various committees dealing with 

- parity, non-discrimination and new generations of human rights;

- the monitoring of human rights violations and the protection of human rights;

- international relations, partnerships and cooperation;

- the promotion of human rights culture and democratic consolidation;

- the evaluation and monitoring of public policies in the areas of human rights.

CNDH local offices also receive and investigate complaints from individuals or associations about alleged violations of human rights and implement the programs and projects that are designed by the headquarters of the CNDH for the promotion of human rights in cooperation with local stakeholders. 
It is of utmost importance for Brussels to go on using its soft power to contribute to the advancement of human rights in Morocco, including in its Southern Regions/ Western Sahara, and to opt for the right strategy to this end. Various areas of cooperation have been used and must be further enlarged to this end: the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP), Association Agreement, and the Euro-Mediterranean Association Agreement, in addition to other regional and bi-lateral agreements. 
Last but not least, the CNDH is one more partner the EU can work with to contribute to the development and the well-being of the population.

� Decree of 1st March 2011 establishing the CNDH : � HYPERLINK "http://www.cndh.ma/sites/default/files/documents/Dahir_No_1_11_19_establishing_the_National_Human_Rights_Council.pdf" �http://www.cndh.ma/sites/default/files/documents/Dahir_No_1_11_19_establishing_the_National_Human_Rights_Council.pdf� 


� The Paris Principles were defined at the first International Workshop on National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights held in Paris on 7–9 October 1991. They were adopted by the United Nations Human Rights Commission by Resolution 1992/54 of 1992, and by the UN General Assembly in its Resolution � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_General_Assembly_resolution" \o "United Nations General Assembly resolution" �� 48/134 of 1993. The Paris Principles relate to the status and functioning of national institutions for the protection and promotion of human rights.


� Today more than 80% of Western Sahara’s population lives in urban areas; more than 40% live in the administrative centre of Laayoune. Age structure: 


0-14 years: 37.24% (male 113,581/female 111,077)


15-24 years: 19.53% (male 59,309/female 58,478)


25-54 years: 34.33% (male 102,031/female 105,093)


55-64 years: 5.03% (male 14,153/female 16,178)


65 years and over: 3.87% (male 10,287/female 13,066) (2017 est.)


Median age: 21.3 years


Population growth rate: 2.7% (2017 est.)


Source : � HYPERLINK "https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/print_wi.html" �https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/print_wi.html� 


� The census carried out by Spain in its colony in 1974 identified 74,000 inhabitants and 20,000 Spanish citizens.


� HYPERLINK "https://trianglegh.org/ActionHumanitaire/PDF/Newsletter/FR/Newsletter-N9-Avril-2009.pdf" �https://trianglegh.org/ActionHumanitaire/PDF/Newsletter/FR/Newsletter-N9-Avril-2009.pdf� and � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Sahara#Spanish_census_and_MINURSO" �https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Sahara#Spanish_census_and_MINURSO�  (accessed 28 April 2018).


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/index.htm#wrapper" �https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/index.htm#wrapper� 


� The National Human Rights Council (CNDH) is a national human rights institution established in accordance with the Paris Principles on the basis of a Royal Decree (Dahir) dated 1st March 2011. It is currently composed of 41 members, 17 women and 24 men. The director of the CNDH is Driss El Yazami.  


In his capacity as CNDH president, Driss El Yazami is a member of the Superior Council of Judicial Power and a member of the Economic, Social and Environmental Council. He has also been President of the Francophone Association of National Human Rights Commissions (Association francophone des commissions nationales des droits de l’homme-AFCNDH) since 2012. He chaired the Arab Network of National Human Rights Institutions in 2013 and the Network of African National Human Rights Institutions (NANHRI).


Among other things, Driss El Yazami is a former Vice-President of the French Ligue des droits de l’homme (LDH), former Secretary General of the International Federation of Human Rights (FIDH), and a former member of the Executive Committee of the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network. He has been awarded


the Order of Leopold, a Royal Order from the Kingdom of Belgium established in 1832 on 24th January 2018


the Legion of Honor (Knight Grade) of the French Republic, on 14th July 2010


the Order of the Throne, Commander Class, on 30th July 2011 


the Order of National Recompense, commander class, on 30th July 2013


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.cndh.org.ma/an/rubriques/documentation/publications/report-equity-and-reconciliation-commission-ier" �http://www.cndh.org.ma/an/rubriques/documentation/publications/report-equity-and-reconciliation-commission-ier� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/index.htm#wrapper" �https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/index.htm#wrapper�


� Ibid.


� Concluding observations on the sixth periodic report of Morocco (1 December 2016) � HYPERLINK "http://undocs.org/CCPR/C/MAR/CO/6" �http://undocs.org/CCPR/C/MAR/CO/6�


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/index.htm#wrapper" �https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/index.htm#wrapper�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.jeuneafrique.com/Article/ARTJAJA2600p042-045.xml1/proces-expulsion-jeune-afrique-journalistequand-des-militants-sahraouis-montent-le-proces-de-notre-reporter.html" �http://www.jeuneafrique.com/Article/ARTJAJA2600p042-045.xml1/proces-expulsion-jeune-afrique-journalistequand-des-militants-sahraouis-montent-le-proces-de-notre-reporter.html� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://vest-sahara.no/a113x2560" �http://vest-sahara.no/a113x2560� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.cndh.ma/sites/default/files/rapport_du_cndh_sur_le_proces_de_gdeim_izik.pdf" �http://www.cndh.ma/sites/default/files/rapport_du_cndh_sur_le_proces_de_gdeim_izik.pdf� 


� The CNDH had also published a memorandum for a broader revision of the Code of military justice: � HYPERLINK "http://cndh.ma/sites/default/files/the_code_of_military_justice_-_memorandum.pdf" �http://cndh.ma/sites/default/files/the_code_of_military_justice_-_memorandum.pdf� 





� � HYPERLINK "https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/index.htm#wrapper" �https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/index.htm#wrapper�


� Concluding observations on the sixth periodic report of Morocco (1 December 2016) � HYPERLINK "http://undocs.org/CCPR/C/MAR/CO/6" �http://undocs.org/CCPR/C/MAR/CO/6� 


�  � HYPERLINK "https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/index.htm#wrapper" �https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/index.htm#wrapper� 


� Ibid. 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.upr-info.org/sites/default/files/document/morocco/session_27_-_may_2017/a_hrc_wg.6_27_l.4.pdf" �https://www.upr-info.org/sites/default/files/document/morocco/session_27_-_may_2017/a_hrc_wg.6_27_l.4.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://reliefweb.int/report/western-sahara/report-secretary-general-situation-concerning-western-sahara-s2017307-enar" �https://reliefweb.int/report/western-sahara/report-secretary-general-situation-concerning-western-sahara-s2017307-enar� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.upr-info.org/sites/default/files/document/morocco/session_27_-_may_2017/a_hrc_wg.6_27_l.4.pdf" �https://www.upr-info.org/sites/default/files/document/morocco/session_27_-_may_2017/a_hrc_wg.6_27_l.4.pdf�


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/index.htm#wrapper" �https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/index.htm#wrapper� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.cndh.ma/sites/default/files/report_ofthe_national_human_rights_council_to_the_parliement.pdf" �www.cndh.ma/sites/default/files/report_ofthe_national_human_rights_council_to_the_parliement.pdf� 





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.cndh.org.ma/an/rubriques/documentation/publications/report-equity-and-reconciliation-commission-ier" �http://www.cndh.org.ma/an/rubriques/documentation/publications/report-equity-and-reconciliation-commission-ier� 


� The Council was founded by Hassan II in 1990 and was the first human rights institute in the Middle Eastern/North African region


� Report of the National Human Rights Council to the Parliament (2014), pg 24, � HYPERLINK "http://www.cndh.ma/sites/default/files/report_ofthe_national_human_rights_council_to_the_parliement.pdf" �www.cndh.ma/sites/default/files/report_ofthe_national_human_rights_council_to_the_parliement.pdf�


� Interview in January 2018


� Interview in January 2018


� Speaking at the United Nations General Assembly in 2013, Nancy Huff, the chair of Teach the Children International confirm this practice in a statement made at the UN General Assembly in October 2013, 


� HYPERLINK "http://teachthechildreninternational.com/nancy-huff-addresses-united-nations-fourth-committee/" �http://teachthechildreninternational.com/nancy-huff-addresses-united-nations-fourth-committee/� 


� Interview in January 2018


� For more reactions by other actors, see � HYPERLINK "https://www.bladi.info/threads/moustapha-salma-ould-sidi-mouloud.247253/" �https://www.bladi.info/threads/moustapha-salma-ould-sidi-mouloud.247253/� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://sahara-question.com/fr/content/mustapha-salma-ould-sidi-mouloud-un-drame-humanitaire-qui-continue" �Mustapha Salma Ould Sidi Mouloud : Un drame humanitaire qui continue �, Sahara Question, 12 February 2014 (accessed 27 April 2018)


� HYPERLINK "https://sahara-question.com/fr/content/mustapha-salma-ould-sidi-mouloud-un-drame-humanitaire-qui-continue" �https://sahara-question.com/fr/content/mustapha-salma-ould-sidi-mouloud-un-drame-humanitaire-qui-continue� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://lavieeco.com/news/politique/comment-les-rallies-du-polisario-vivent-leur-retour-au-maroc-16319.html" �http://lavieeco.com/news/politique/comment-les-rallies-du-polisario-vivent-leur-retour-au-maroc-16319.html� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uDGEXRyWiAw" �https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uDGEXRyWiAw�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.jeuneafrique.com/196639/politique/que-sont-ils-devenus/" �http://www.jeuneafrique.com/196639/politique/que-sont-ils-devenus/�


� Ibid. 11





� The Royal Advisory Council for Saharan Affairs (CORCAS, from the French abbreviation of Conseil royal consultatif pour les affaires sahariennes) is an advisory committee to the Moroccan government on the Western Sahara. It was devised by King Hassan II in the 1970s, but allowed to lapse. It was re-established by his son, Mohamed VI in early 2006. The 141 members of CORCAS are Moroccan and Sahrawi political and traditional (tribal) notables (sheiks), representatives for women and youth groups and civic society officials. They are appointed by the Moroccan government. Of these members 14 (10%) are women. Notably, the father of the late Polisario Front leader Mohamed Abdelaziz is a member of the CORCAS. The Royal Council comprises five commissions. Two of them are related to human rights: the commission for social affairs, human development and the environment - the commission for the defense of human rights, public freedoms and the populations of the camps. See � HYPERLINK "http://www.corcas.com/Default.aspx?tabid=704" �http://www.corcas.com/Default.aspx?tabid=704� 





� Moroccan & American Center for Policy � HYPERLINK "http://moroccanamericanpolicy.com/MoroccanCompromiseSolution041107.pdf" �http://moroccanamericanpolicy.com/MoroccanCompromiseSolution041107.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://moroccanamericanpolicy.com/documents/173_sig_letter.pdf" �http://moroccanamericanpolicy.com/documents/173_sig_letter.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://moroccanamericanpolicy.com/wsdocs/233letter.pdf" �http://moroccanamericanpolicy.com/wsdocs/233letter.pdf�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.moroccanamericanpolicy.org/SenateLetter.pdf" �http://www.moroccanamericanpolicy.org/SenateLetter.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://moroccoonthemove.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/FS_USPolicyWesternSahara.pdf" �http://moroccoonthemove.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/FS_USPolicyWesternSahara.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2017/11/234078/western-sahara-france-morocco-autonomy-plan/" �https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2017/11/234078/western-sahara-france-morocco-autonomy-plan/� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2018/03/241806/azerbaijan-supports-moroccos-autonomy-plan-western-sahara/" �https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2018/03/241806/azerbaijan-supports-moroccos-autonomy-plan-western-sahara/� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2018/02/241377/ghana-reaffirms-support-moroccos-ecowas-bid-sahara-autonomy-plan/" �https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2018/02/241377/ghana-reaffirms-support-moroccos-ecowas-bid-sahara-autonomy-plan/� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.mapnews.ma/en/top-news/politics/sahara-issue-qatar-reaffirms-support-morocco's-autonomy-plan" �http://www.mapnews.ma/en/top-news/politics/sahara-issue-qatar-reaffirms-support-morocco’s-autonomy-plan� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.newssummedup.com/summary/Mali-Supports-Morocco's-Autonomy-Initiative-for-Sahara-kt50tl" �http://www.newssummedup.com/summary/Mali-Supports-Morocco’s-Autonomy-Initiative-for-Sahara-kt50tl� 


� According to recent report by the European Commission, 75 percent of the socio-economic impacts of this agreement are mainly to the benefit of the Moroccan southern regions, 


� HYPERLINK "https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2017/12/236464/european-union-fisheries-agreement-morocco/" �https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2017/12/236464/european-union-fisheries-agreement-morocco/�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.fao.org/blogs/blue-growth-blog/morocco-a-maritime-fishing-nation-works-to-develop-its-aquaculture-sector/en/" �http://www.fao.org/blogs/blue-growth-blog/morocco-a-maritime-fishing-nation-works-to-develop-its-aquaculture-sector/en/� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2017/12/236464/european-union-fisheries-agreement-morocco/" �https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2017/12/236464/european-union-fisheries-agreement-morocco/� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2016/11/the-desert-rock-that-feeds-the-world/508853/" �https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2016/11/the-desert-rock-that-feeds-the-world/508853/� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://wsrw.org/a105x4113" �http://wsrw.org/a105x4113� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.wsrw.org/a105x4165" �http://www.wsrw.org/a105x4165�  








