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Tiirk calls on Russia to silence the guns in appeal for ‘a
just peace’

UN (19.12.2023) - Since the onset of the invasion the UN human rights office (OHCHR)
has meticulously monitored the situation. As of December 4, there have been over 10,000
civilian deaths, including 560 children, with an additional 18,500 civilians confirmed
injured, with actual figures believed to be much higher due to the difficulties of verifying
figures.

“I feel for the Ukrainians, who have a right to peace, and who deserve peace, in line with
the UN Charter and international law. Instead, I fear that protracted and entrenched
conflict will impact lives and human rights for generations to come,” warned the High
Commissioner.

The Human Rights Monitoring Mission in Ukraine (HRMMU) has diligently documented the
crisis using a methodology developed over decades. Mr. Turk highlighted the findings,
revealing gross violations of international human rights and serious breaches of
international humanitarian law, primarily by Russian forces.
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Report’s findings

Between 1 August and 30 November, 2,440 civilian deaths and injuries were
documented.

The data showed a 25 per cent decrease compared to the previous four months and a 46
per cent compared with the same period in 2022, attributed to factors such as frontline
stabilization, civilian evacuations, and strengthened air defense systems.

Most of those killed were in the areas of Donetsk, Kharkiv, Kherson and Zaporizhzhia near
the frontlines, with a disproportionate number of older people among the casualties, as
they were unwilling or unable to relocate.

The majority of civilian casualties, 86 per cent, occurred in territory controlled by Ukraine,
while the remaining 14 per cent — areas under Russian control.

Missile threat

However, being away from the frontline is no guarantee of safety, with missile attacks
launched by the Russian armed forces regularly launched against targets in densely
populated residential areas. Attacks on Kyiv in the past few days wounded over 50 people
and damaged numerous buildings.

“People across the country do not feel safe,” Mr. Tirk said, adding that attacks have also
targeted grain storage and transport facilities that constitute protected civilian objects
under international humanitarian law.

Over 1,300 education and health facilities have been damaged or destroyed since
February 2022, with more than 100 incidents reported in the last four months. Mines and
explosive materials continue to threaten lives.

Human rights violations

In Russian-occupied territories, documented patterns of arbitrary detention, enforced
disappearance, and widespread abuse by Russian armed forces continue to be reported.
Despite lacking access to Russian detention centers, OHCHR highlighted at least 100
civilian deaths resulting from arbitrary detention, incommunicado detention, and enforced
disappearance.

The report mentions thorough examination of six new cases of Russian soldiers killing
civilians in occupied territory.

“The Russian authorities announced the arrest of two Russian soldiers in connection with
the killing of a family of nine, including two children, in Volnovakha, in Donetsk oblast.
There are also indications that an investigation has been opened into a second case that
we have verified, in which a couple was killed in Maly Kopani, Kherson oblast,” Mr. Tlrk
said.

He also reminded that under international law the occupying power must maintain the
status quo, to the extent possible, and criticized Russian attempts to impose its own laws
and practices in violation of international law - even conscripting Ukrainian men to serve
in the Russian military.

Call on Ukrainians
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On the Ukrainian side, Mr. Tirk urged authorities to narrow the definition of
“collaboration” in prosecutions, expressing concern over convictions related to what are
lawful activities.

As of 30 November, some 8,600 criminal charges have been filed by authorities in Kyiv in
relation to alleged collaboration, with courts ordering, in most cases, that the accused
remain in custody pending trial.

Many have been convicted for conduct that could be lawful - including, for example,
working to ensure the continued functioning of social services and schools in occupied
areas.

The High Commissioner also noted concerns regarding freedom of religion and belief in
Ukraine, given continuing action by Kyiv against the Ukrainian Orthodox Church. A draft
law under consideration, he added, could lead to the dissolution of any religious
organization with ties to Russia, which is not in compliance with international human
rights law.

Respect human rights

Mr. Tlark appealed to all States to push for immediate and decisive measures by both
parties, particularly the Russian Federation, to comply with international human rights
and humanitarian law.

He called for an end to the use of explosive weapons in populated areas, timely
investigations into allegations of violations, and the need for accountability for
perpetrators.

Mr. Turk called on Russia to allow access by independent monitors to places of detention
and an end to conscription of civilians.

He urged Ukraine to align all laws with international standards, protect freedom of
religion, and swiftly adopt a national strategy for the protection of civilians.

“Ultimately, there is only one solution to this tragic and far-reaching conflict: a
just peace,” the rights chief said.

Citing General Assembly Resolution ES-11/1 and the binding order by the International
Court of Justice, he called on Russia to immediately cease its use of force against Ukraine.

First Christmas for a family reunited with their child
deported to Russia
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Artem repatriated from inside Russia by his mother (Source: LCI)

LCI/ HRWF (25.12.2023) - For several months, Natalia had only one wish: to find her son
Artem. The 16-year-old had been abducted by Russian forces in September 2022 in
eastern Ukraine. The teenager was finally able to return home, thanks to his mother's
determination.

The family's ordeal began on the day Artem was abducted. The boy was loaded into a
lorry with 30 other pupils from his school. They were taken to a boarding school 200 km
from Lugansk, a town under Russian occupation. "They told me that if my parents didn't
come back for us, we would have Russian identity papers", Roman, a friend of Artem's
who had also been deported, told LCI.

"I just wanted to walk to pick him up"

The local authorities then explained to Artem that, if no one came to fetch him within
three months, he would be adopted by a family in Russia, in Rostov-on-Don, a town on
the Sea of Azov, some 60 kilometres from the Ukrainian border. When she realised that
her son was being deported, Natalia was distraught. "You sit down and think: I've only
got one child. I just wanted to walk to pick him up", she told LCI.

After several months, the young boy managed to contact his mother and tell her where he
was. Through an association, Natalia travelled to Belarus, then to Moscow, where she took
a taxi to the boarding school where her son was being held. It was the end of a long
ordeal for her son: "When I saw him, I knew I was going back to my country"”, explained
the teenager. "I only have one word for it: happiness", says Natalia, who celebrated her
first Christmas with her family since being reunited with her son.

"The Russian soldiers came back to take me with them": deported Ukrainian
children testify

Kiev has often accused Moscow of deporting "tens of thousands" of "kidnapped" Ukrainian
children from the occupied territories. According to the wife of Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky, Olena Zelenska, more than 19,000 of them were transferred or
taken by force to occupied regions. Only 386 have been brought back to Ukraine, she said
in September.
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The International Criminal Court has issued an arrest warrant for Russian President
Vladimir Putin for the "illegal deportation"” of thousands of Ukrainian children since
February 2022.

See here HRWF report on the deportation of Ukrainian children by and to Russia
(8 pages) which was submitted to the UN Committee on the rights of the child which will
meet in January 2024 in Geneva to review Russia’s compliance or not with international
conventions.

A teenager deported from Mariupol to Russia back home
testifies

“"Every child feels abandoned”, says upon return a Ukrainian teen forcibly
transferred to Russia

By Maryana Sych

Maryan Paviyk (RFE/RL)
Bohdan Yermokhin spent about 1 1/2 years in foster care against his will in Russia before his release was secured on his 18th
birthday following Ukrainian and international intervention (Photo: RFE/RL)

RFE/ RL (17.12.2023) - A Ukrainian teenager who was forcibly removed from his
homeland by invading Russian forces and sent to Moscow in 2022 had his birthday wish
granted last month when he was returned to Ukraine and reunited with family.

Bohdan Yermokhin grew up as an orphan in Mariupol, a city in Ukraine's Donetsk region
that became the target of a brutal siege in the early weeks of Russia's full-scale invasion
in February 2022. As Russian forces took control of the city, Yermokhin became one of
more than 20,000 children Ukraine says have been illegally transferred to Russia since the
war began.
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He spent about 1 1/2 years in foster care against his will in Russia before his release was
secured on November 19, the day he turned 18, following Ukrainian and international
intervention.

Testimony

From his new home in the Ukrainian capital, he spoke this month to Maryana Sych of
RFE/RL's Ukrainian Service about being sent away from his hometown along with 31
other Ukrainian children. He talks about efforts by Moscow to indoctrinate him, to draft
him into the Russian military to fight against his native country, and of his desire to
escape Russia.

HRWF Database of news about the deportation of Ukrainian children by/to
Russia

RUSSIA/ UKRAINE: Ukrainian children un search of a way home from Russia/
HRWEF Report submitted to the UN Committee for the Rights of the Child (15

December 2023) - See UN Website: bit.ly/3Rz46iu

17 December 2023

Today we have good news. Three children have been returned home
Ukrainian teen forcibly transferred to Russia says upon return that ‘Every child feels
abandoned’

8 December 2023

Zelensky at the meeting of the International Coalition for the Return of Ukrainian Children
Dozens of countries have taken up the return of Ukrainian children from the Russian
Federation

Ukraine’s human rights envoy calls for a faster way to bring back children deported by
Russia

Conference “Joint Steps to Bring Kids Back UA” (Speech of Dunja Mijatovic)

7 December 2023

Ukraine has already returned 522 deported children in total -Lubynets
“Every child feels abandoned.” Exclusive interview with Bogdan Yermokhin, returned from
Russia

5 December

The State of Qatar Facilitates Ongoing Successful Efforts to Reunify Ukrainian Children
with their Families
Qatar announces return of six Ukrainian children from Russia

19 November 2023

“Glory to Ukraine!” — the first words of Bogdan Yermokhin, deported from Mariupol to the
Russian Federation, on Ukrainian land

17 October 2023

3 Ukraine children to be released from Russia after Qatar mediation
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16 October 2023

Ukrainian children repatriated from Russia through Qatari mediation

1 September 2023

11 children who were kept by Russians in the occupied part of Kherson region were
returned to Ukraine

24 August 2023

Deportation, Treatment of Ukraine’s Children by Russian Federation Take Centre Stage by
Many Delegates at Security Council Briefing

Imposing Sanctions and Visa Restrictions on Individuals and Entities Russia to Promote
Accountability for Forced Transfer and Deportation of Children During Russia’s Illegal War
Against Ukraine

21 July 2023

Stolen generation. Russia systematically abducts children from Ukraine gives them to
Russian families

8 May 2023

Andriy Yermak in meetings to discuss return of Ukrainian children illegally deported by
Russia

OP ED: EU Unity and Defending Freedom in Ukraine

By Aaron Rhodes

HRWF (26.12.2023) - On Europe’s eastern flank, Ukrainian soldiers battle human-wave
Russian assaults and trench rats, while civilians die in terror missile attacks aimed at
undermining the country’s resolve to remain sovereign and free. Vladimir Putin’s overt
threats against European Union members have intensified. But at their summit meeting,
European Union leaders failed to agree on an aid package for their embattled neighbor.
What the EU managed to offer, by persuading Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban to
miss the vote, was agreement to open negotiations for Ukraine’s possible EU accession.
But especially with American moral and military support faltering, the decision is a
powerful symbol for Ukrainians, emblematic of what they want for their politics.

Most European citizens and their leaders seem to recognize the moral and political
imperative of supporting Ukraine. An Irish “workaround’ proposal for EU members to put
up funds individually, outside the common EU mechanism, was reasonable, and would
have brought the matter closer to the will of voters and tax-payers, as an expression of
national and traditional values. But in the EU, no consensus obtains to act without
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consensus. Legally mandated European political unity is hobbling action urgently needed
to protect the peoples of the continent from Russian aggression; the ideal of unity trumps
all other concerns. Member governments must act together, or not at all.

Americans are in no position to smirk about the derailment of Europe’s Ukraine funding.
Europe must cope with Orban’s obstruction, evidently driven by a calculus that Russia and
China own the future, as well as growing illiberal sentiment in a number of member
states. American opposition rests on a broad and differentiated base of ignorance-based
appeasement, delusions about how Putin’s Russia promotes Christian and traditional anti-
woke values, and knee-jerk Democratic Party partisanship preventing compromise on
border protection.

Europe’s problem, aside from limp defenses, is reflected in its institutionalized and
bureaucratized universalism, which obscures the principles of liberty under a thick blanket
of rational-legal proceduralism. The confederal structure resembles the over-extended
Holy Roman Empire, while incessant, expensive and ineffective confabs of leaders mirror
the aristocratic pretensions of the Congress of Vienna, upon which most modern
intergovernmental institutions are modeled. In this worldview, universal values are
embodied in, and cannot be acted upon without universal support. The processes of
intergovernmental cooperation, replete with “high-level” officials, inter-agency structures,
committees, etc., are what dominate media reports and and political consciousness, not
the substance of political questions. Outreach from the free and democratic states of
Europe to Ukraine, a society existentially fighting for its survival, thus takes the form of
opening bureaucratic accession negotiations, in which only a hollowed out shadow of the
ideal of liberty is perceptible.

The opening of EU accession talks was hailed as a “historic moment” and a "“signal of
hope” by top European officials. While the summit results revealed the weaknesses of the
EU’s multilateralism, their significance or Ukrainians is profound. Accession talks
symbolize the incarnation of a dream of European identity that animated Ukraine’s human
rights movement during Soviet times. Then, the Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights Group,
while stressing Ukrainian national rights, professed a desire to be part of a Europe where
both Ukrainian identity and individual human rights protections could coexist. Their credo
was “peace and prosperity in Europe.” They reviled the Soviet Union not only for
punishing what communist authorities called their “bourgeois nationalism,” but also for its
stifling bureaucracy. The Helsinki Commission of the U.S. Congress considered the
Ukrainian Human Rights Group “the most repressed, in terms of prison sentences, of the
Soviet Helsinki Groups.” All but one of its 83 members were jailed by the Soviet regime.

In the post-Soviet period, aspirations for basic rights and freedoms continued to attached
themselves to calls for EU membership, and continued to result in murderous assaults by
Russian or pro-Russian forces. Well over 100 pro-EU citizens, as well as numerous police
officers, were shot dead by snipers in the 2014 Euro-Maidan demonstrations, and since
then, hundreds of thousands of Ukrainians have been killed and maimed on behalf of
principles of which, in their view, the EU is the arbiter. In the accession process, Hungary
or any other European state can hold up the accession process, since each step requires
unanimity. Promoting democratic principles, and the freedom and safety of a European
neighbor, may demand more flexibility than the increasingly bureaucratic EU superstate
can muster.

Aaron Rhodes was Executive Director of the International Helsinki Federation for Human
Rights (1993-2007), and is President of the Forum for Religious Freedom-Europe. He is
the author of The Debasement of Human Rights (Encounter Books 2018).
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Qatar gets the repatriation of Ukrainian children illegally
deported by Russia

By Dr Ievgeniia Gidulianova and Willy Fautré

HRWF (19.12.2023) - In two months, Qatar has managed to organize three successful
rescue operations of Ukrainian children deported or forcefully kept away by Russia from
their families in Ukraine.

Two days ago, on 16 December 2023, three young Ukrainians could be sent back home
from Russia, through the mediation of Qatar. This happened within the framework of the
action plan of the President of Ukraine “Bring Kids Back UA"”. Two Ukrainian teenagers, a
15-year-old boy and a 12-year-old girl, could be taken out of the territories occupied by
Russia and reunited with their mother. Another one was taken out of Russia through
Georgia. This was reported on Telegram by Dmytro Lubinets, the Verkhovna Rada
Commissioner for Human Rights, who at the same time recalled that any information
related to the deportation of children could be shared with him through various channels:
hotline 0 800 50 17 20 - within Ukraine, 044 299 74 08 - for calls from abroad, e-mail:
hotline@ombudsman.gov.ua.

On 6 December 2023, thanks to the mediation of Qatar, six Ukrainian children from 8 to
15 years deported by Russia were returned to Ukraine and reunited with their families.
Qatari diplomats accompanied the children from their embassy in Moscow to the Ukrainian
border, where they were met by representatives of the Ukrainian authorities. This was the
second successful rescue operation organized by Qatar.

On 16 October 2023, Qatar announced that four children from the age of two to the age
of 17 years had been reunited with their families in Ukraine. The two-year old child had
been deported from the region of Zhytomyr at the age of six months. Qatar’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs facilitated the accommodation of the children and their families in their
embassy in Moscow during the operation. Their staff accompanied them to their
destination, ensuring their safety, comfort and well-being. The trip was organized with
several modes of transport, including a diplomatic convoy, a train, and a private charter
plane through Qatar.

It is during a visit to Ukraine in July 2023 by Qatari Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman al-Thani that Qatar agreed to a Ukrainian request to mediate with Russia on
the return of children to their immediate families.

About the magnitude of the deportation of Ukrainian children

Since the beginning of the full-scale military invasion of the Ukraine, the Russian
Federation has been carrying out forced mass displacement and deportation of Ukrainian
children who, under various circumstances, were separated from both parents, other
relatives or legal representatives, without providing the opportunity to return to the
territory of permanent residence or reunite with family members.

The exact number of deported children cannot be established due to the ongoing full-scale
aggression, difficult access to the temporarily exact number of deported children, it is
impossible to establish the occupied territories, and the failure of the Russian side to
provide reliable information.
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According to the Russian Federation Commissioner for Children's Rights Maria Lvova-
Belova, Russia has "accepted" about 4.8 million Ukrainian residents on its territory since
the start of the “Special Military Operation” (full-scale invasion war on Ukraine) and more
than 700,000 are children. The Commissioner of the President of Ukraine for the Rights of
the Child Daria Herasymchuk said that this figure is purposefully overstated by Russia
which describes the operation as “evacuation and rescue of children” behind which the
reality is the illegal forceful displacement of hundreds of thousands of children from the
occupied territories.

So far, Ukraine has collected personal data on only 19,546 deported children. These are
only children whose data - names, circumstances of deportation - have been
established, so this figure does not fully reflect the real scale of deportation.
Their number continues to grow.

These children have become hostages of the war as they are under the
rule of the enemy, who is constantly trying to Russify them.

On 1 September 2023, the Commissioner for Human Rights of the
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, Dmytro Lubinets, said that there is currently
confirmation of the_adoption of 386 Ukrainian children who were deported
by the Russian Federation to its territories.

On 17 March 2023, the Pre-Trial Chamber of the International Criminal Court in The
Hague issued arrest warrants for Russian President Vladimir Putin and Russian
Commissioner for Children's Rights Maria Lvova-Belova for the war crime of unlawful
deportation of population and unlawful transfer of population from occupied areas of
Ukraine to the Russian Federation, in prejudice of Ukrainian children.

Qatar was the first international partner to return Ukrainian children

At the beginning of autumn 2023, Ukraine launched the implementation of the Project
«Bring Kids Back UA», which is a comprehensive action plan that unites the efforts of all
Ukrainian authorities, other states, international and non-governmental organizations for
the return to their homeland of all Ukrainian children who were illegally deported by
Russia.

As noted by Ukrainian Ombudsman Dmytro Lubinets, during the full-scale war, Ukraine
received many proposals from our international partners regarding the repatriation of
Ukrainian children but the first country to be successful was Qatar.

According to him, this issue was debated at the forum in Jeedah (Saudi Arabia) in early
August 2023. The Qatari authorities managed to persuade the Kremlin to return Ukrainian
children, without putting forward any conditions that would relate to the national interests
of Ukraine.

Commenting on the cooperation with Ukraine about the return of Ukrainian
children abducted by Russia, Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Qatar Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani said:
"Qatar mediates in various conflicts that are taking place not only in this
region, but even beyond that. This is the basis of our country's foreign
policy and that's the main element we're concentrating on. We see this as
the contribution of a small country to international peace and security."
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HUMAN RIGHTS DAY: Do not forget the thousands of
Ukrainian children kidnapped and deported by Russia

Ukrainian families are desperately waiting for reunification.
Human Rights Without Frontiers: Press Release (8 December 2023)

On UN Human Rights Day, 10 December, thousands of Ukrainian children kidnapped and
deported by Russia, whose parents are desperately searching for a way to get them home
should not be forgotten by the international community, said the Brussels-based NGO,
Human Rights Without Frontiers, in a press release issued today.

On 6 December, President Zelensky announced in his daily address that 6 children
deported to Russia from Ukraine’s Occupied Territories had been released with
the mediation of Qatar.

All in all, less than 400 Ukrainian minors have been rescued in various separate and
individually designed special operations, according to The platform "Children of
War" created on behalf of the Office of the President of Ukraine by various official
Ukrainian institutions.

The same platform has posted the pictures, names and dates of birth with the place of
disappearance of 19,546 deported children and their number continues to grow.

Statistics: 20,000? 300,000? 700,000?

It is impossible to establish the exact humber of deported children given the ongoing full-
scale aggression, difficult access to the temporarily occupied territories and the failure of
the Russian side to provide reliable information on this matter.

Daria Herasymchuk, Adviser to the President of Ukraine on Children's Rights and
Children's Rehabilitation, notes that the aggressor country, Russia, could have illegally
deported up to 300,000children from Ukraine during the war.

As of June 2023, the Interdepartmental Coordination Headquarters of the Russian
Federation for Humanitarian Response indicated in its statement that since 24 February
2022, 307,423 children have been taken from Ukraine to the territory of Russia.

Russia’s Commissioner for Children's Rights Maria Lvova-Belova said that the number of
suchUkrainian children is more than 700,000.

Russia cynically calls the illegal transfer of Ukrainian children an "evacuation," but the UN
panel of inquiry concluded that none of the cases it examined was justified on safety or
health grounds, nor did they meet the requirements of international humanitarian law.”

Russian authorities are creating obstacles to prevent Ukrainian children from being
reunited with their families.

In its report on the issue, the OSCE notes that the Russian authorities began working on

the “transfer” of Ukrainian children for adoption or care by Russian families since 2014,
after the occupation of Crimea.
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According to the Russian program "Train of Hope", anyone from any part of the country
could adopt Ukrainian children from Crimea, who were then granted Russian citizenship.
At the end of September 2022, Russian President Vladimir Putin signed a decree on the
"accession" to the Russian Federation of the partially occupied regions of Zaporizhzhia,
Kherson, Donetsk and the occupied region of Luhansk in Ukraine. After that, children from
these newly occupied regions also began to be enrolled as citizens of the Russian
Federation and forcefully adopted.

On 17 March 2023, the International Criminal Court issued an arrest warrant for Russian
President Vladimir Putin and Russian Presidential Commissioner for Children's Rights Maria
Lvova-Belova for the war crime of unlawful deportation of population and unlawful
transfer of population from occupied areas of Ukraine to the Russian Federation, in
prejudice of Ukrainian children.

Recommendations

Human Rights Without Frontiers supports the recommendations of the UN Secretary-
General, who urges

e Russia to ensure that no changes are made to the personal status of Ukrainian
children, including their citizenship;

e all parties to continue to ensure that the best interests of all children are
respected, including by facilitating family tracing and reunification of
unaccompanied and/or separated children who find themselves outside borders or
control lines without their families or guardians;

e parties to the conflict to grant child protection authorities access to these children
to facilitate family reunification;

e his Special Representative on “Children and Armed Conflicts’, together with United
Nations agencies and partners, to consider ways to facilitate such processes.

Human Rights Without Frontiers, Avenue d’Auderghem 61/, B - 1040 Brussels
Website: https://hrwf.eu — Email: international.secretariat.brussels@hrwf.org

HOLODOMOR, Stalin’s artificial famine in Ukraine was a
genocide

28 countries, the Baltic Assembly, the European Parliament and the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe recognized Holodomor as a
genocide. Putin’s Russia denies.
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Memorial "Candle of Memory" to the National Museum "Memorial to the Victims of the Holodomor in
Ukraine". Photo http://vkieve.net

By Dr Ievgeniia Gidulianova for Human Rights Without Frontiers

HRWF (27.11.2023) - On 25 November, Ukraine celebrated the 90th anniversary of
the Holodomor to commemorate those dark times in the early 1930s and our mourning
for all the innocent victims of those times.

It was only at the beginning of the perestroika in 1985 that the authorities loosened
the reins of censorship and the topic of the Holodomor of 1932-33 began to appear at the
highest party level.

The Ukrainian diaspora in Canada and the United States organized an information
campaign aimed at recognizing the Holodomor of 1932-33 as an act of genocide. In
December 1985, the U.S. Congress created a commission to investigate this crime. The
commission included six congressmen and six representatives of Ukrainian NGOs. The
head of the commission was James Mace, an American researcher on the history of
Ukraine.

During the four years of the commission's work, documents and testimonies of about
200 witnesses were collected. In 1988, the commission published a report _concluding
that the Holodomor of 1932-33 in the Ukrainian Socialist Soviet Republic was an act of
genocide against the Ukrainian people.

>HRWE
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Since mid-1988, the topic of the Holodomor in its scale and resonance has been on a
par with Stalin's repressions and the Chornobyl disaster. For example, translations of
chapters of the book "Harvest of Sorrow" were published and the weekly "Ukraine"
accepted a column titled "Along the Paths of Pain and Torment" echoing testimonies
about the tragedy.

In the same 1988 year, the newspaper "Silski Visti" made the first attempt in
Ukraine to collect eyewitnesses' memories of the Holodomor. In response to the call, the
organizers received six thousand letters, one thousand of which were included in the
collection "33: Famine. People's Book-Memorial".

After the proclamation of its independence, Ukraine was given the opportunity to
conduct a thorough investigation of the Holodomor.

According to the Law of Ukraine, the Holodomor of 1932-1933 was officially
recognized as a crime of genocide of the Ukrainian people.

On 22 November 2023, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine issued a Statement in
connection with the 90th anniversary of the Holodomor of 1932-33.

This statement draws the attention of parliaments and governments of the world,
international organizations, and the international community to the crime of genocide of
the Ukrainian people.

The Verkhovna Rada expressed deep gratitude to foreign states and international
organizations that recognized the Holodomor in Ukraine as an act of genocide (a total of
28 states, as well as the Baltic Assembly, the European Parliament, the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe).

The statement states that Ukraine recognizes the large-scale Russian armed
aggression against Ukraine as a continuation of Russia's genocidal imperial policy, the
purpose of which is to punish Ukrainians for their desire to build a modern successful
democratic state and to be part of the European Union.

Russia, the legal successor of the former USSR, does not even recognize the fact of
the Holodomor, as well as it does not recognize the war crimes in Bucha and other
territories of Ukraine.

Once again, unpunished genocidal evil is returning to Ukraine.

HOLODOMOR, Stalin’s artificial famine in Ukraine 90
years ago today

Millions of Ukrainians died

Human Rights Without Frontiers HR in the World Newsletter | Ukraine W


https://cyberleninka.ru/article/n/istoricheskaya-politika-v-ukraine-i-golodomor/viewer
https://cyberleninka.ru/article/n/istoricheskaya-politika-v-ukraine-i-golodomor/viewer
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/376-16
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/376-16#Text
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/3488-IX#Text

HRWF (25.11.2023) - In Ukraine, it is not customary to throw away
bread. Never.

"Bread is the head of everything" is one of the main Ukrainian proverbs.

And this is not only in gratitude to the fertile plant, which is supposedly born to give
the best harvests. This is also a tribute to the difficult times that Ukraine was forced to go
through.

This testament is passed down from generation to generation, because the grief
through which Ukrainians have been preserved in them almost at the genetic level. The
memory of the famine was preserved in the families of those who were able to survive it.

This year, on November 25, Ukraine celebrates Holodomor Remembrance Day. It is a
day to commemorate those dark times and the 90th anniversary of our mourning for all
the innocent victims of those times.

Available data on the number of victims of the Holodomor give us figures of at least
4.6 million dead. Some researchers point to much higher figures — up to 10.5 million.

This is another sorrowful page of Ukrainian history, when millions of human lives
were lost for their struggle on the way to independence and self-reliance.

After the overthrow of the Ukrainian People's Republic in November 1920, the
Bolshevik regime began active actions on its territory to prevent the restoration of an
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independent Ukrainian state through a brutal repressive policy aimed at establishing a
communist system and suppressing any parties and movements that defended the idea of
Ukrainian independence.

Stalin Y.V., Molotov V.V., Kaganovich L.M., Postyshev P.P., Kosior S.V., Chubar V.Y.
and Khatayevich M.M. used the repressive apparatus of the communist totalitarian regime
on the territory of Ukraine in peacetime. A complete forced collectivization of agriculture
and the deportation of Ukrainian peasant families, illegal confiscation of their property,
repression and physical destruction of Ukrainians were initiated.

All this destroyed the traditional forms of agricultural production and deprived the
Ukrainian peasants of the grain reserves necessary for normal life, which caused famine
among the Ukrainian population in 1928-1929, after which mass anti-Soviet uprisings
began on the territory of the Ukrainian SSR, which were suppressed with particular
cruelty by punitive measures.

In order to suppress the resistance of the Ukrainian people in 1932-1933 in Ukraine,
the communist totalitarian regime of the USSR planned and implemented the crime of
exterminating millions of Ukrainians by creating an artificial famine. To denote this
tragedy, Ukrainians use the word "Holodomor", which comes from the Ukrainian words
"famine" and "pestilence". It was the premeditated murder of millions of Ukrainians in
order to destroy the social foundations of the Ukrainian people, its age-old traditions,
spiritual culture and ethnic identity.

The regime managed to hide its crime behind a wall of propaganda and lies within the
USSR and abroad.
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"Dead of starvation and people dying near the fence of the Ozeryanskaya Church in
Kharkiv."
Photo from 1933 by Austrian chemical engineer Alexander Wienerberger.

In 1932-33 there was neither a significant drought nor other weather conditions that
could lead to crop failure and eventually to mass starvation. Historian Viktor Brekhunenko
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wrote in his book " Myths about the Holodomor" that the harvest of 1932 was smaller
than the harvest of 1931 (12.8 million tons versus 17.7 million tons). The reason for the
decrease in the harvest was the state policy on collectivization but even such a harvest
was enough to feed people.

However, famine occurred in Ukraine and in those regions of the USSR where
Ukrainians constituted the majority of the population: the Kuban (more than 50% of the
population was Ukrainians, according to the 1926 census), some regions of the North
Caucasus and the Middle and Lower Volga regions. During these times, there was no
famine or crop failure in Ukraine's neighboring territories, such as Poland and Belarus. But
it was impossible for Ukrainians dying of hunger to get there, as the USSR closed the
borders to Ukrainian peasants.

Victims of famine. Kharkiv region, 1933. Photo courtesy of Alexander Wienerberge

As a first step, the Communist leaders planned unrealistic grain procurement figures,
as they planned to take 53% from the 1932 harvest, although in 1931 this figure was
39%. And this was in conditions when it was quite clear that such actions would cause
hunger.

The unrealistic grain procurement plan of 1932 was not fulfilled. Consequently, on 1
December 1932, it was decided to seize grain and other products from the peasants.
Later, in January 1933, in order to implement the plan, the Kyiv Regional Committee of
the Communist Party of Ukraine demanded "all available grain, including the so-called
seed funds," that is, the grain that should be sown in the spring.

Peasants stopped paying "workdays", a payment in kind in the form of farm products
for work on the collective farm. As a result, all the food was taken away from the
peasants. At the same time, Stalin considered the impossibility of reaching the grain norm
to be a "war against Soviet power" and the peasants were persecuted as enemies of the
state.

From January-February 1932, grain began to be taken away in Ukraine and,
accordingly, entire villages began to starve.*

On 15 January 1932, the Politburo of the Central Committee of the Communist Party
of Ukraine adopted a resolution titled "The Question of Grain Procurement", according to
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which control over the activities of the regional leadership during the seizure of grain was
strengthened.

Methods of grain requisition became more and more cruel. Collective farms, which
were thus left without grain, were officially denied seed assistance. At the same time, a
method of repression called "Black Boards" was actively used. Some villages (collective
farms) for non-fulfillment of plans for the transfer of grain to the state ended up on the
"black board" (they were published in newspapers and documents).

At that time, they stopped importing food and goods and the existing goods were
exported. The exits from the villages were guarded by domestic troops, not letting the
inhabitants out and hereby condemning them to starvation. At the same time, the search
for enemies of the authorities continued. The repression was harsh. People were expelled
from their homes, all their property was taken away and they were sent into exile or shot.

Analysis of 20,000 cases, conducted by N.A. Ivnitsky in his work "The Repressive
Policy of the Soviet Government in the Countryside (1928-1933) (The University of
Toronto (Canada) shows that 83 percent of the prisoners were people from collective
farms and individual peasants, and only 15 percent were "kulak-wealthy elements."

Places of mass starvation were guarded by military border guards. It was impossible
to buy railway tickets and people were not allowed into the cities.

On 29 March 1932, the decree "On Polissya" increased repression of peasants in the
Ukrainian SSR. A first group of 5000 families from the districts of Polissya were deported
to especially created settlements for the development of stone and clay quarries. In
addition, the deportation of another 5,000 families from Ukraine was also decided and
implemented.

On 7 August 1932, Stalin and Kaganovich organized the adoption by the Central
Executive Committee (CEC) and the Council of People's Commissars of the USSR of the
resolution "On the Protection of the Property of State Enterprises, Collective Farms, and
Cooperatives and the Strengthening of Public (Socialist) Property," which introduced
executions, confiscation of property, and prohibited the use of amnesty.

This law was popularly called the "Law of Five Ears of Grain". It even covered cases
when starving peasants tried to collect grains in the field that were accidentally left after
harvesting. Even children were punished. As early as 14 September, the People's
Commissariat of Justice of the Ukrainian SSR testified about 250 death sentences in a
memorandum.

On 25 October, the Plenum of the Central Committee of the CP(b)U adopted the
Resolution of the Politburo of the Central Committee of the CP(b)U "On the Need to
Overcome the Country's Lag in the Fulfillment of the Grain Requisition Plan."

It ordered the party organizations to achieve an immediate change in grain
procurements and operational management of grain procurements, to organize a
"struggle for bread", to make November and the last days of October decisive for the
implementation of the grain requisition plan, to implement the annual plan ten times
faster by the 15th anniversary of the October Revolution.

It advised "ruthlessly suppressing all attempts of the class enemy and its agents
aimed at disrupting grain procurements." As early as November 1932, the Molotov
Commission introduced a system of special brigades for grain requisition.

The tragedy of the Holodomor of 1932-1933 in Ukraine was officially denied by the
Soviet authorities for many decades, and those who raised this issue were severely
punished.
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(*) At the same time, it should be noted that while Ukrainian peasants were starving, as
of May 1933, 2.7 million tons of grain from the 1932 harvest had been exported through
seaports. As a result, Ukraine fulfilled the plan for the supply of grain for export by 97%.

A pro-Russian propaganda school in occupied Ukraine

Mediatopol in south-east Ukraine : officially a journalism school, in reality a
propaganda school in the service of the Kremlin

RSF (22.09.2023) - One year after the pseudo-annexation referendums organised by
Russia in the Kherson and Zaporizhzhia regions, a movement backed by the occupation
authorities is launching a crash course in "journalism". Reporters Without Borders (RSF)
denounces these insidious methods of teaching propaganda in Ukrainian territory.

With support from the Russian occupation forces, a group of enthusiastic young
Ukrainians who like using English terms has been participating in a course in "journalism
trades" at the Mediatopol centre in Melitopol, in the southeastern Zaporizhzhia region,
since 4 September. The teenage participants in this first crash course, which is due to
finish on 29 September, are supposed to learn how to take photos, to film, to organise a
shoot and to edit video in the space of a few weeks. The school says it plans to organise
four such courses, with 25 young people on each course. The goal is to prepare a total of
100 young people to work in the new propaganda media in the illegally annexed
territories by the end of the year.

"Lacking journalists willing to collaborate, the new Kremlin-controlled propaganda organs
are trying to recruit their future 'information soldiers' among the local youth. We
denounce the use of such methods, which aim to integrate Ukrainian territories by means
of a media landscape controlled by the occupation authorities."

Jeanne Cavelier, Head of RSF's Eastern Europe and Central Asia desk

Founded in November 2022, Mediatopol is officially headed by Aleksandr Gurov, a 20-
year-old Ukrainian who is backed by the occupation authorities, and by Youg Molodoi
(“Southern Youth"), an organisation of volunteers that organises pro-Russian events and
demonstrations with young people.

A particularly active advocate of the Russian vision, Gurov was one of the winners of a
competition organised this year by the Russian Federal Agency for Youth Affairs
(Rosmolodezh) to reward projects created by young people in Zaporizhzhia.

In a video, Mediatopol says the school consists of a team of around 20 volunteers. No
prerequisites are mentioned in the simple online form on Yandex, the Russian search
engine, that enables young people to register for the Mediatopol course, which was widely
advertised in propaganda media such as the Zaporizhzhia News Feed and Zaporizhzhia
Press Agency.

Lacking qualified personnel, local propaganda media outlets are desperately seeking to
recruit in order to be able to broadcast content more tailored to their audience than
Russian national TV content, while providing a positive vision of Russia as a way to
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integrate the Ukrainian population. This course is a new stone in the Russian propaganda
edifice, which already has an extensive network.

Last April, RSF published a report about Alexander Malkevich, a Kremlin ally running
a propaganda factory network in the occupied territories. Alexander Malkevich has
displayed support for the Youg Molodoi movement by participating in their events,
including one in August, a forum in Berdiansk, in the Zaporizhzhia region.

The Tribunal for Putin: first legal assessment of genocide
in Ukraine

On 28 August, the human rights initiative T4P launched its submission to the
International Criminal Court, detailing the acts of genocide committed by Russia in
and around the Ukrainian city of Mariupol.

KHPG (06.09.2023) - “We chose to document acts of genocide in Mariupol”, said Yevgen
Zakharov, director of the Kharkiv Human Rights Group, which co-founded the T4P
initiative, “"because it was the most challenging task. Since 2 March 2022 there has been
no direct communication with Mariupol and public services have not been working there:
it presented a particularly dire situation. We could only gather information about the war
crimes committed in the city through direct communication with the victims and
witnesses.”

“"We are convinced that acts of genocide were committed in Mariupol and the surrounding district,”
said Mykhailo Romanov, a co-author of the submission: “and they took three forms: murder;
creating conditions of life, calculated to destroy a protected group; and the deportation of children.”

The authors of the submission estimated that the death toll resulting from Russia’s siege and
occupation of Mariupol was approximately 100,000 people. Mykhailo Romanov commented: “Back
then, we could not determine the exact number. But by indirect means, i.e., by deducting from the
total population those who reportedly had been evacuated, transferred to Russia or else, we
calculated that around 100,000 must have been killed. They were murdered in different ways, using
different methods and weapons, but in any case, these were murders.”

The submission may be read in both Ukrainian and English in the online library on human rights.
Earlier, the T4P presented its submissions regarding Russian shelling of Ukraine: according
to the initiative’s data, 84 percent of war crimes are directed at the civilian population.

“We have finally moved from what we feel to what we want recognized as an international fact, to
what we wish to be written down in history books,” commented Oleksandra Romantsova, Executive
Director of the Centre for Civil Liberties. "These are accusations not only against Putin but against
the entire Russian regime during the last nine years. Mariupol is a vivid example of how thousands
of people are suffering from the decision of Putin and his regime to wage war against Ukraine, to
destroy the country and its people.”

“It is actually very frightening,” said Yevgen Zakharov. “The Russians methodically shelled and
destroyed people’s homes, one after another. Snipers shot people queuing up for water or cooking
food on a fire outside. Some people died because they stayed on the upper floors with no access
and died there of hunger and thirst; during bombardments, people jumped from the upper floors,
unable to tolerate this nightmare. They committed suicide, as they no longer had the strength to
cope with it and saw no opportunity to escape. There are so many stories like this.”

Testimonies about events in Mariupol were earlier published in Voices of War: Mariupol, a volume
of 24 interviews with people who managed to escape from the city and were interviewed by the
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Kharkiv Human Rights Group. The book will be presented later this year at the Frankfurt Book Fair.
In Ukraine, it is available for sale in the Knyharnia Ye bookshop network.

Press conference with English translation: https://youtu.be/Y1 3IXTIPOO

Moscow’s deportation of 20,000 Ukrainian children to
Russia, says a report filed with the UN

Less than 400 have found a way back home

HRWF (31.08.2023) - On the eve of the 54" Session of the UN Human Rights Council, the Brussels-
based NGO Human Rights Without Frontiers filed a report taking stock about the deportation of
Ukrainian children by Russia from the territories occupied since the beginning of the war.

According to the Adviser-Commissioner of the President of Ukraine for Children’s Rights and
Children’s Rehabilitation Daria Gerasymchuk, the Ukrainian authorities have collected personal data
of about 20,000 cases although there might be ten times more according to incontrollable figures
circulating both in Russia and in Ukraine.

The report “Ukrainian Children in Search of a Way Home from Russia” reveals that only 386
children have found a way back home. They could not be returned through negotiations with the
Russian side but every time it could only be achieved through a specific rescue operation.

On 17 March 2023, the Pre-Trial Chamber of the International Criminal Court in The Hague issued
arrest warrants for Russian President Vladimir Putin and Russian Commissioner for Children's Rights
Maria Lvova-Belova for unlawful deportation of children. In the meantime, a number of them have
been illegally adopted by Russian families.

“Today there is no international structure that could offer an effective mechanism for the return of
our deported children," Gerasymchuk said in an exclusive interview with Interfax-Ukraine.

A controversy broke out in July between Kyiv and the International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) when Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba claimed that Ukrainian children were in
Belarus and the Belarusian representative of the Red Cross, Dmitry Shevtsov, was seen in
camouflage with a chevron of the occupiers with the letter Z.

Ukraine responsibly cooperates with the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for
Children and Armed Conflict (CAAC) in order to stop and prevent violations against children during
the conflict, and calls on the UN to fundamentally and persistently demand from the Russian
Federation cooperation with the CAAC mechanism, access to all temporarily occupied territories of
Ukraine, as well as to its territory, since the CAAC mandate includes child abduction crimes.

In Ukraine, several cooperation structures between relevant ministries, the UN and UNICEF have
been put in place.

In its recommendations, Human Rights Without Frontiers urges

e Russia to ensure that no changes are made to the personal status of Ukrainian
children, including their citizenship;

e all parties to continue to ensure that the best interests of all children are respected,
including by facilitating family tracing and reunification of unaccompanied and/or
separated children who find themselves outside borders or control lines without their
families or guardians;

e parties to the conflict to grant child protection authorities access to these children to
facilitate family reunification;
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e the UN Special Representative on “Children and Armed Conflicts’, together with other
UN agencies and partners, to consider ways to facilitate such processes.

The full report in three languages (English, Ukrainian and Russian) is available on the website
of Human Rights Without Frontiers: https://hrwf.eu/poccuiickne-HoBocTtu/

For more information or interviews in English, Ukrainian or Russian, please
contact international.secretariat.brussels@hrwf.org

OenopTaudis MockBoro 20 TUcAY yKpaiHCbkux aiten go Pocii — gonoBiab, nogaHa
Ao OOH

MeHwe 400 3HaWwWAM QOPOry AOAOMY

HRWF (31.08.2023) - HanepepnoaHi 54-i cecii Pagn OOH 3 npaB ntoanHn 6ploccenbCbka HeypsiaoBa
opraHizauia «flpaesa nrwanHn 6€3 KOpAOHIB» onpunogHwna [onosigb, B SAKiM nigbuna niacymkm
AenopTauii yKpaiHCbKuX aiTen Poci€to 3 TepuUTOpii, OKYNOBaHMX 3 NOYaTKy BiliHU.

3a cnoBaMu pafHuKa-ynoBHOBa)xeHoi Mpe3naeHTa YkpaiHu 3 npaB AUTUHKM Ta peabiniTauii aiten dap'i
FepacuMuyk, yKpaiHCbka Bnaga 3ibpana nepcoHanbHi gaHi 6nm3bko npo 20 000 Takux BMNaAKis,
Xou4a iX, 3a HeodiuitHMMKM AaHMMK, WO QirypyroTb sk B YKpaiHi, Tak i B Pocii, Mmoxe 6yTn Baecstepo
6inbLe.

3BiT «YKpaiHCbKi AiTM B nowykax WXy AOAOMY>» MNOKasye, wo nvuwe 386 aiTen 3Hanwm
aopory aogoMmy. [oBepHYyTM iX LWASXOM MeperoBopiB 3 POCIACbKOI CTOPOHOI 6Yn0 HEMOXIMBUM
i KOXXHOro pasy ue BAasiocs AOCArTW NvLle 3a AONOMOrolo KOHKPETHOI pATyBasibHOI onepauil.

17 6epe3Hsa 2023 poky [ocypoea nanata MiKHapoAHOro KpuMiHanbHOro cyay B [aasi Bugana
opaepu Ha apewrTtnpesugeHta Pocii Bonoanmupa llyTiHa Ta ynoBHOBaXeHOi 3 npas AWTWHWM Mapii
NbBoBa-benoBoi 3a He3akKOHHY AenopTauio AiTen. B uein vac geski 3 giten Bxe 6ynnM He3aKOHHO
YCWHOBJIEHI POCINCbKUMU CiM'asMU.

"CbOrogHi HeMa€e >XOAHOI MiXHapOAHOI CTPYKTYpu, sika Morna 6 3anponoHyBaTM edeKTUBHUN
MexaHi3M MOBEPHEHHSA Hawux  genopTtoBaHux  aiten", - cKasana epacnmuyk B
€KCKJ/TI03MBHOMY iHTepB't0 areHTcTBY "IHTepdakc-YkpaiHa".

Y nunHi Mix Knesom i MixHapogHum komiTtetom YepeoHoro Xpecrta (MKYX) cnanaxHyna nosnemika,
KON MiHICTp 3aKopAoHHMX crnpaB YkpaiHn AmMutpo Kyneba 3asBuMB, WO yKpaiHCbKi AiTn nepebyBatoTb
y binopyci, a 6inopycbkoro npeactaBHuka YepBoHoro Xpecta [Omutpa LleBuoBa 6aunnun B
Kamybnaxi 3 LWeBpOHOM OKYNaHTIB 3 niTepoto Z.

YKpaiHa BignosiganbHO cnisnpaute 3i CneuianbHUM npeactaBHMKoM eHepasbHoro cekpetaps OOH
3 nuTaHb Aiten nig 4ac 36ponHux koHonikTie (LUMNK) 3 MeTo MApUAWMHEHHA Ta NOonepeaXeHHs
nopyLeHb WoAo AiTen nig Yyac KoHMNiKTy Ta 3aknmkae OOH npuHUMNOBO Ta HaMnonernMBoO BMUMaraTtm
Bia Pocincbkoi ®epepauii cniBnpaui 3 MmexaHiamom CAAC, mocCTyny AO BCiX TMMYacoBO OKYMOBaHMX
TEpUTOpIN YKpaiHM, a TakKoX Ha CBOK TepuTopito, ockinbkm MaHaaT CAAC BK/IHOYAE 3/104YMHKU 3
BMKpaAeHHS aiTen.

B YkpaiHi CTBOpPEHO Kinbka CTPYKTyp chiBnpaui Mixx npodinbHMMn MiHictTepcteamu, OOH 1a IOHICE®.
Y cBOiXx pekoMeHaauisax lMpaBo3axucHa opraHizauis «llpaBa nwognHy 6e3 KOpAOHIB» 3aK/NKaE:

e Pocito - rapaHTtyBatu, Wo He 6yae BHeCeHO 3MiH A0 0COBUCTOro CTaTyCy YKpaiHCbKUX
AiTeRn, BKAOYAOUM IXHE rPOMAASIHCTBO;

e BCi CTOpPOHM - NPOAOBXYBaTK 3abe3nedyBaTtn AOTPUMAHHS HaWKkpawmx iHTepeciB yCix
AOiTel, y TOMY 4YMCAi LWASXOM CAPUSHHS PO3LWYKY CiMelr Ta BO33'egHaHHI0 Aiten 6e3
cynposoay Ta/abo po3nydyeHux 3 CiM'€l0, sIKi OMMHWUAIUCS 3a MexaMu KopaoHiB abo
NiHiN KOHTpoNto 6e3 cBOiX ciMel abo onikyHiB;

e CTOpOHaM KOHONIKTY HagaTM opraHaMm 3axucTy AiTel AoCTyn A0 uux AiTeh ans
CNpUSIHHS BO33'€QHaHHIO CiM'T;
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e CneuianbHoMy npeactaBHUMKy OOH 3 nuTaHb AiTen Ta 36pOMHMX KOHMNIKTIB pa3oM 3
iHWKMK  areHuigsMm Ta napTHepamn OOH po3rASHYTM WAAXU  CMAPUSHHSA TakuM
npouecam.

MoBHa gonoBiagb TpboMa MoBaMu (@HIMINCbKOW, YKPAiHCbKOK Ta POCiMCbKOK) AOCTyNHa Ha canTi 6@
«lpaBa nwanHn 6e3 kopaoHiB»: https://hrwf.eu/ poccuinckne-HoBocTn/

Ona oTpuMaHHS AoaaTtkoBoi iHdopmauii abo iHTepB'l0 aHMMiACbKOK, ykpaiHCbkolo a6o
pociicbkoro MOBaMu, 6yab Nlacka, 3B'AXiTbCA
3 international.secretariat.brussels@hrwf.org

MockBa genoptupoBana 20 000 ykpamHckux aerei B Poccuio, roBopuTcH B
Aoknaae, nogaHHoMm B OOH

MeHee 400 Hawnm gopory ooOMomn

HRWF (31.08.2023) - HakaHyHe 54-i ceccum Coseta OOH no npaBaM 4yenoBeka 6asmpytowasica B
Bptoccene HenpaBUTENbCTBEHHAA oOpraHu3aums «flpaBa 4YesioBeka 6e3 rpaHuy» nopana AoKNaa, B
KOTOpOM nogBena MTorm penoptaunm Poccuelt yKpamHCKUMX AeTel C OKKYMMPOBaHHbIX C Hayana
BOWHbI TEPPUTOPUIA.

Mo cnosam coBeTHWKA-yMNONHOMOYEHHOM pe3naeHTa YKpauvHbl No npaBaM pebeHka W AeTCKOWn
peabunutaummn [apbu [epacuMuyK, YyKpawHCKMe Bfactu cobpann nepcoHasbHble AaHHble Npo
nopsgka 20 000 Takux cnyyaes, XOTH, MO  HeodUUMaANbHLIM  AaHHbLIM, GUTYPUPYIOLWNM KaK
B YKpauHe, Tak U B Poccmn, nx KOINYECTBO MOXET bbiTb B AecsTb pa3 6osbLue.

B noknage «YKpauHCKue [eTu B MOUCKaX NMyTU AOMOM>» roBoputcsl, 4To Tonbko 386 petel
Hawnm popory pomon. OHM He ™Mornu 6biTb BO3BpaLLEHbl MyTEM MMEPEroBOpoB C POCCUMACKOWN
CTOPOHOM M KaXAbli  pa3 MX BO3BpalleHWe CTano BO3MOXHbIM TOIbKO MyTEM  KOHKPETHOWM
cnacaTesibHON onepauuu.

17 mapTa 2023 roga lNanata npeasBapuTesibHOro NpoM3BoAcTBa MexayHapoaHOro yrosioBHOroO cyaa B
[aare BblJana opfepa Ha apect npesnaeHta Poccun Bnagumupa lMyTrHa M yrnosIHOMOYEHHOMO MO
npasamM pebeHka Mapuun JibBOBOW-BenoBon 3a He3aKOHHYK AenopTauuio YKPauHCKUX AeTeN.
B oTO BpeMa HeKOoTOpble M3 YKPaMHCKUX AeTen yxe O6bli He3aKOHHO YCbIHOBJIEHbl POCCUMCKUMMU
CeMbsMU.

"Ha cerogHsIWHMA [eHb HeT MexXAyHapoAHOW CTPYKTypbl, KoTopas Morna 6bl npeanoxuTb
3(HEKTMBHbIN MeXaHW3M BO3BpaLLEHUS HALIMX AenopTMPOBaHHbIX aeTen", - ckasan epacMMuyk B
9KCKJ/THO3UBHOM UHTEPBbLIO areHTCTBY "MHTepdakc-YkpanHa".

B nione mexay Kuesom n MexayHapoaHbiM komuTeToM KpacHoro Kpecta (MKKK) pasropencs cnop,
KOorga MUMHUCTP WMHOCTPaHHbIX aen YkpauHbl Omutpuii Kyneba 3asBun, uto B bBenapycum Haxopstcs
yKpauHckune getu, a 6enopycckun npeacrasmtenb KpacHoro Kpecta OAmutpui LLeBuoB 6bi1 3aMeveH
B KaMynsKe C LWEBPOHOM OKKYMaHTOB C 6ykBown Z.

YKpavHa OTBETCTBEHHO COTpyAHMYaeT co ChneumnasnbHbIM npeacTaBuTeneM [eHepanbHOro cekpertaps
OOH no BonpocaM 0 JeTaX W BOOpPYXeHHbIX KoHpNukTax (CAAC) C uenbio npekpaweHuss Wu
npeaoTBpalleHNss HapyleHWi B OTHOLWEHUMW JeTer BO BpeMms KoHdnmkTa, v npusbiBaet OOH
MPUHUMMWANBHO M HAcToMumBOo TpeboBaTb oOT Poccuitckonn depepaumm coTpyaHuMyecTBa C
MexaHu3sMmoM CAAC, AocCTyna KO BCEM BPEMEHHO OKKYMWPOBAHHbLIM TEPPUTOPUAM YKpPauHbl, a Takxe
Ha CBOI TeppuTopuio, nockonbky MaHaat CAAC BKIOYaeT NPecTynieHuns, CBA3aHHble C NOXULLEHUEM
neTten.

B YKpauHe cO34aHO HECKONbKO CTPYKTYpP COTPyAHMYECTBa MexAay NpoduibHbIMU MUHUCTEPCTBAMW,
OOH v IOHNCE®.

B cBoux pekoMeHpaumax opraHmnsaums «lpaBa yesioBeka be3 rpaHui>» HaCcTtoATENIbHO NPU3bIBaAET!
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e PocCCcuI0 - HE BHOCUTb M3MEHEHUSA B JIMUHbBIN CTaTyC YKPauHCKUX AeTeln, B TOM yucie B
WX FPaxAaHCTBo;

e BCe CTOPOHbI MNpoao/mkaTb obecneymBaTb YBaXeHWEe HauNy4dlwnX UHTEpPecoB BCEX
neten, B TOM 4ucie nyTeM COAENCTBUSA  PO3bICKY U BOCCOEAMHEHUIO CEMEN
HEeCconpoBOXAaeMbIX W/WAN  pas3flyyYeHHbIX C CEMbSMU AeTeil, OKasaBLKUXCa 3a
npeaenamu rpaHuL, Uan JIMHUIA KOHTPons 6€3 CBOMX CeEMEN UM OMEKYHOB;

e CTOpOHaM B KOHGMJWKTE NpefoCTaBuUTb OpraHaMm Mo 3awute AeTen [JOoCTyn K 3TuM
OeTsaM ANns COAENCTBMUS BOCCOEANHEHNIO CEMEN;

e CneuwanbHoMmy npeactasutento OOH no Bonpocy: «[eTu U1 BOOPYXEHHble
KOHMANKTbI» COBMECTHO C APYrMMUK yupexaeHuaMn n naptHepamm OOH paccMmoTpeTb
nyT COAENCTBUSA TakMM npoueccam.

MonHbIN TEKCT Aoknaja Ha Tpex 43blkax (QHMIMACKOM, YKPaMHCKOM UM PYCCKOM) AOCTYNeH Ha
canTe opraHuzaumm «llpaBa yenoBeka 6e3 rpaHul»: https://hrwf.eu/ poccuiickne-HoBocTn/

Ona nosiydeHMa [OMOJSIHUTENIbHOW MHPOPMALMM WM UHTEPBbIO HA aHIJIMACKOM,
YKPAUHCKOM wnun PyCCKOM fA3blKaX, no)xanymucra, CBSI)KUTECb
c international.secretariat.brussels@hrwf.org

Link to this article on HRWF website Share it !

Read more newsletters in Russian and Ukrainian on this page:
https://hrwf.eu/poccuiickue-HoBoctu/

Ukrainian journalist Volodymyr Sedov assaulted after
investigating crime

Ukrainian authorities should swiftly investigate the latest attack on anti-
corruption journalist Volodymyr Sedov and hold the perpetrators to account, the
Committee to Protect Journalists said Friday.

CPJ (04.08.2023) - Sedov, editor-in-chief of the newspaper Visti Ananivshchyna, told CPJ]
that unidentified people attacked him from behind in a park near his home in the southern
city of Ananiv on July 12, knocked him unconscious and trampled on his right hand,
breaking two of his fingers.

“CPJ condemns the attack on veteran journalist Volodymyr Sedov and calls on Ukrainian
authorities to ensure timely investigations. No journalist should be subjected to such
brutal violence for investigative reporting in the public interest,” said Gulnoza Said, CPJ’s
Europe and Central Asia program coordinator. “Ukrainian authorities must hold the
alleged assailants to account and ensure that Sedov can work safely.”

Sedov, 68, posted a video and photographs on Facebook showing his bruised face and
bloodied fingers shortly after the attack, which was also covered by local media, Ukrainian
press freedom group_Institute of Mass Information, and the National Union of Journalists
of Ukraine.

Sedov told CPJ that an unknown number of attackers hit him on the head, knocking him
out for a few seconds. When he regained consciousness, Sedov said he saw a local
gangster—who Sedov has published articles about in Visti Ananivshchyna and on social
media—running away.

"I woke up with pain in my fingers,” said Sedov, who was diagnosed with a concussion,
adding that he believed his assailants stepped on his fingers to stop him writing.
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Sedov told CPJ that he believed the attack was related to his journalism as he
has reported "many times” on allegations of corruption involving his alleged assailant and
local authorities, and posts regularly about crime and graft on Facebook.

The police headquarters for Odesa Region, where Ananiv is located, did not respond to
CPJ’'s emailed request for comment. In an email to CPJ] after publication, Ananiv city
council said “in no way are we aware of criminal groups that operate in the territory of the
Anani municipality.”

The police said in a statement on July 12 that they were investigating the assault and
had opened a criminal case for “violence against a journalist in connection with ... their
lawful professional activity.”

Sedov told CPJ that he was “convinced that nothing will happen” as crimes committed by
the gang usually went unpunished.

Sedov said that armed men in military fatigues burst into his wife’s office about a year
ago and “began to insult her and threaten that if I write anything against the authorities,
they will kill her, me and the whole family.” The journalist said explosive packages were
also detonated on the site of his wife’s office and car tires were slashed, and he reported
all of the incidents to the police but no one was arrested.

"I do not rely on the police and the law,” he told CPJ. *I think that my persecution as a
journalist will continue more severely, and I may have to leave Ukraine in order not to put
my family at risk. I am 68 years old now. I have children, grandchildren, and I do not see
any way out of this lawlessness and corruption.”

Sedov told CPJ that he returned to work on August 4.

Separately, on June 15, the car of journalist Vlad Isaev was set on fire by unidentified
people in Ukraine’s northern region of Rivne. On the night of June 15, in Rivhe, unknown
people also attempted to burn down the house of former journalist Oleksandr Namozov.
CPJ is investigating both incidents to determine whether they were linked to the reporters’
journalistic activities.

[Editor’s note: This alert has been updated with a response from the Ananiv city council
in the eighth paragraph.]

The Ukrainian region of Kirovohrad in search of
partnerships in Brussels to feed the worid

By Willy Fautré, director of Human Rights Without Frontiers

European Times (17.03.2023) - On 9-10 March, the head of the regional council of
Kirovohrad Oblast (region), Sergii Shulga, visited European institutions in Brussels to
raise awareness about the future of his region in the EU and the global context.
Kirovohrad Oblast is a region in central Ukraine that had a population of about a million
inhabitants before the war. Only a limited number of local Ukrainians have decided to
leave this highly agricultural region as the population mainly lives off the land but with the
war raging in the Donbass, about 100,000 displaced persons have suddenly modified and
increased the local demography.
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Human Rights Without Frontiers met Sergii Shulga and interviewed him.

HRWF: Russia has invaded parts of Ukraine and has caused a lot of damage. Was your
region affected as well?

S. Shulga: Since February 2022, Russia has launched over 20 missile attacks on the
Kirovohrad region. Last night, there was a hit on the infrastructure again. But we are
strong. And we believe in victory. So after it, we will rebuild our economy.

HRWF: Why did you come to Brussels and who did you meet?

S. Shulga: Up to now, no Ukrainian region has taken the initiative to send its highest
representatives to Brussels to contact there the missions of the EU regions and identify
possible partners for the reconstruction.

I met and talked with Lucas Mandel, an Austrian member of the European Parliament. He
is a reliable supporter of Ukraine. He visited our country a few times. He knows our
realities and he is quite supportive of any initiative that can be beneficial to Ukraine.

What is important for us in Ukraine is to have concrete solidarity partnerships, not only
with regions but also with organizations of the European Union.

I had a meeting with the Secretary General of the Assembly of European Regions, Mr.
Christian Spahr, to discuss some joint cooperation in the Regional Youth Council, where
the Kirovohrad Region has delegated two representatives. One of them has recently
become the head of the Mental Health Committee.

I also talked with Mathieu Mori, the Secretary General of the Congress of Local and
Regional Authorities. He is a key person for the future development of our network
between the Kirovohrad region and the EU regions as he was elected in October 2022 for
a period of five years.

As Sweden is currently holding the EU presidency until 30 June, I discussed with the Head
of the Southern Sweden Office which represents five regions to envisage potential
partnerships. I also had talks with the head of the Lower Austrian Region, the head of the
Representation of Carinthia Land as well as representatives of two regions of Slovakia:
Bratislava region and Trnava region. The purpose is to put in place various forms of
collaboration with our region.

HRWF: What are your current needs?

S. Shulga: The economy of our region is massively of agrarian nature. Ninety-five
percent of the income of our region comes from our agricultural activities. In our region,
there are 2 million hectares of rich lands to be cultivated. They were rather spared from
the war as the Russian shelling was mainly targeting energy infrastructure and housing:
no explosions, no mines and no demining necessity, no holes, no tank carcasses, no toxic
products or pollution in our fields.

Last year, through the ports of Mikolayev, Kherson and Odessa we exported four million
tons of our grain, corn, sugar beet and sunflower seeds, mainly to the Middle East and
Africa. We all know how difficult the negotiations were to break Russia’s blockade of our
ports and how fragile this agreement with Russia remains. Brussels needed to know that
he Kirovohrad Region helps feed the world with its rich lands. That is also the reason why
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I needed to come to Brussels. Ukraine needs to get back its Russian occupied territories,
especially along the sea.

HRWF: What will be your objective when you are back in your oblast?

S. Shulga: I would like to organize a conference in Brussels in May to give the
opportunity to the Kirovohrad Region to present themselves to the European Union. I
informed the Head of the Ukrainian Mission to the EU, Mr. Vsevolod Chentsov, about this
project and already invited him. This will be part of the process of opening the road to our
EU membership. We need and love the EU but the EU also shows with its massive
investments that it needs Ukraine and loves Ukraine.

The monument to the Russian Empress Catherine II in
Odesa dismantled

A Ukrainian answer to the de-ukrainization of the occupied territories by the
Russians and the more global debate among former Western colonial countries
to remove statues of and rename streets named after controversial historical
figures (HRWF)

Ievgeniia Gidulianova for HRWF

HRWF (05.01.2023) - Photo 1: Over the last week the issue of demolition of the
monument "Founders of Odessa", better known as the "Monument to Catherine II" in the
city of Odessa, Ukraine, has attracted attention, perhaps, of all world news outlets.

Photo 2: The new monument exactly repeats the 1900 monument. Parts and elements of
the original monument, preserved till that time in the Local History Museum, and also
historical documents and photos from the archives of Odessa, Kiev and St. Petersburg
were used during the restoration.

The history of this architectural composition can rightly be called one of the most unusual.

In 1890, at the joint meeting of the City Council headed by Gregory Marazli and the
Commission on the celebration of the 100th anniversary of Odessa, it was decided to hold
a competition to erect a monument dedicated to the foundation of the city. The project
"Odessa Port" by architect Yuri Dmitrenko was awarded first prize. It was a monument to
Catherine the Great and her associates - Prince Grigory Potemkin, Joseph de Ribas, Franz
de Volan and Platon Zubov.

In January 1893 Emperor Alexander III granted his permission for the monument to be
built. The place of its location was chosen as the Catherine Square (later - the square),
where in the late 1790s the Church of St. Catherine of Alexandria was laid but never built.

In 1901, during the Paris architectural conference, Catherine's Square with the monument
erected on it was acknowledged as the best civil architectural complex in Europe.
Catherine Square complex became one of the main attractions of Odessa.
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When Bolsheviks came to power in Ukraine, the square was named after Karl Marx and
the monument "Founders of Odessa" was deemed to be inadequate for the times. The
dismantling of the monument was carried out by the soldiers of the cavalry brigade during
the May Day subbotnik in 1920. The pedestal and the column remained in their original
position. During dismantling, the figure of the Empress was damaged and partially
destroyed, while the bronze statues of the associates were removed and sent for storage
to the Odessa Museum of Local Lore. According to legend, they wanted to use the figures
for making shells, but one of the sailors had the foresight to say: "It would be wrong to
have shells of non-proletarian origin". And the bronze statues were forgotten for a long
time.

The pedestal was later used for a sculpture of Karl Marx, but it didn't stay there long
because a strong wind blew it down.

The square later turned into a flowerbed, until in 1965 a monument to the sailors who
took part in the mutiny on the battleship "Potemkin" in 1905 was erected.

Ideas about reconstructing the monument to the founders of Odessa were initiated in the
1990s, after the USSR collapse.

In 2007, already at the time of Ukrainian independence, the Odessa city council has
decided to carry out a comprehensive restoration of St. Catherine's Square with the
restoration of its historical image and the monument "The Founders of Odessa".

The pedestal and the bronze sculpture of the Empress had to be created anew, and the
statues of Potemkin, Zubov, de Ribas and de Volan were installed using the original ones,
having previously restored them.

On the whole, the monument was reconstructed in its historical form. At the same time,
four new bronze plaques bearing the names of the empress's associates were installed.
The architect Vladimir Glazyrin and sculptors Nikolai Oleinik and Oleg Chernoivanov did
the work. The project was sponsored by businessman Ruslan Tarpan.

At the same time the square was reconstructed, the stucco and cast iron elements of
buildings' decoration were recreated, a square with flower beds was created, granite tiles
were laid, a special system of architectural illumination was applied, etc.

The decision of Odessa authorities to restore the monument, supported by the majority of
citizens at that time, caused a serious controversy in the Ukrainian society.

A part of the residents of Odessa supported the monument's reconstruction. The main
argument was that Catherine Square in its historical form is a unique architectural
ensemble, reflecting the significant historical periods of life of the city and is harmonically
connected with all the other historical architectural ensembles of Odessa, forming the
architectural historical area of the city. Besides, Odessa has for a long time had the
intention to nominate its historical area to the World Heritage List of UNESCO (the
corresponding Nomination Dossier of Odessa was submitted only on the 4th of October
2022. Odessa is nominated according to two criteria: unique multiculturalism and unique
urban planning solution).

Opponents of reconstructing the monument demanded its removal, arguing that it
glorifies Russia's imperial policies. Viktor Yushchenko's pro-presidential party (2005-2010)
"Our Ukraine" called the monument "a symbol of foreign enslavement" since the
Zaporizhian Sich was destroyed on the order of Catherine II and the democratic system of
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Ukraine was eliminated. Representatives of the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar people and
local activists opposed the restoration of the monument. The opening ceremony of the
monument, reconstructed in 2007, was accompanied by protests. Opponents of the
restoration of the monument were forced out of the square and said they would seek the
demolition of the monument through the courts.

The litigation over the reconstruction of the monument to "The Founders of Odessa" in
Catherine's Square became the subject of numerous instances of judicial review over the
next twelve years. The formal reason was the appeal against the decision of the Odessa
City Council to transfer the monument "Potemkinites - descendants" to another location
and to install instead the monument to the founders of Odessa at Ekaterininskaya Square.
The final point in the legal procedure was set by the Supreme Court of Ukraine in April
2019. It rejected a complaint by the Sich Cossack Association against the decision to
move the monument to Potemkin's Descendants to Odessa's Customs Square, thereby
recognising the installation of the monument to the founders of Odessa on Catherine's
Square to be lawful.

According to the news outlet Suspilne Noviny, after the Russian invasion the Odessa city
authorities changed their opinion about the monument to the "Founders of Odessa"
several times; at first, officials spoke out against "destroying history".

On 28 June 2022, the Day of Constitution of Ukraine, the official website of the President
of Ukraine registered an electronic petition 22/145072-ep with a proposal to tear down
the monument to Catherine the Great in Odessa. In less than two months this petition has
collected 26504 votes (according to the law the petition has to get 25000 votes as a
condition of consideration) and has been transferred to the President.

On August 1, 2022, Volodymyr Zelensky thanked everyone who joined this petition for
their active civic position in defending national interests and clearing the public space
from objects and monuments that perpetuate Russian propaganda anti-Ukrainian
narratives in Ukraine. In accordance with the rules stipulated by law, the President of
Ukraine referred the resolution of this issue to the Odessa City Council in accordance with
their competence.

In the meantime, numerous public actions reminded the Odessa authorities that
consideration of the issue was among the urgent ones. The monument has been
repeatedly doused with red paint to symbolise the blood of the Ukrainians on Catherine's
hands, and before that the monument was marked in red with "Catherine=Putin".

On 12 September 2022, an electronic petition created by Rodion Burlutsky from Odessa
was posted on the Ukrainian president's website, in which the head of state was urged to
"pay attention to the actions and expressions of the mayor of Odessa". According to the
author of the petition, Trukhanov demonstrates his pro-Russian position by "sabotaging
the dismantling" of the monument to Catherine the Great. On 29 October, the Ukrainian
president instructed the Security Service and the Interior Ministry to check the Odessa
mayor's statements.

On 19 September 2022, Odessa City Council held an online conference with the public of
Odessa to discuss the fate of the monument "Founder of Odessa". Anyone could register
and take part in the discussion. The Internet conference lasted for six hours and everyone
was given an opportunity to speak.

Odessa Mayor Gennadiy Trukhanov proposed creating a park complex of "the imperial and
Soviet past" in Odessa and moving some of the city's monuments, including the
monument to Catherine the Great, there.
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Taking into account the proposals received during the discussion at the Internet
conference, an electronic poll was conducted on the web portal "Socially Active Citizen"
from September 20 to October 20, 2022.

On 5 November, the Odessa authorities said that the majority of the citizens who had
participated in the voting via a special application "Socially Active Citizen" voted in favour
of dismantling the "Founders of Odessa" monument.

Work began on Wednesday, 28 December, in Odessa to dismantle the Monument to the
Founders of Odessa. It was finally removed at night. The plaque was removed from the
pedestal, and the sculptures of Catherine's favourites were also removed from the
pedestal. The sculptural composition was moved to the storage of the Odessa National
Museum of Art. As Kirill Lipatov, head of the Scientific Exposition Department of the
Odessa Museum of Art, told at a press conference, they are in no hurry to install them as
museum exhibits, but they will be preserved.

Instead of dismantled sculptures on Catherine Square, the flag of Ukraine is still flying.

Photo 3: In 2022, with the start of Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine, the debate over
the fate of the monument flared up with renewed vigour

NMaMATHUK poccunckon nmneparpuue EkarepuHe II B
Opecce neMOHTUpPOBaH

YkpamHcknii oTBET Ha AeyKPaunHN3aLNIO OKKYNUpoOBaHHbIX TEPPHUTOPUI
poccusiHaMm n 6osiee rnobasibHble gebaTbl cpean 6bIBLINX 3anagHbIX
KOJIOHMaJIbHbIX CTPaH O CHAITUM CTaTtyi U NepemMMeHOBaHuu yiuy B 4eCTb
cropHbix ncropmuyeckmnx ¢puryp (HRWF)

Esrenuns NmaynsHos 15 HRWF

HRWEF (05.01.2023) - ®or70 1: llocneaHwow HeAEN0 BHUMaHWE, MoxXasyi, BCEX MUPOBbLIX
HOBOCTHbIX U34aHui MpuBJIEK BOMNPOC O CHoce rnamsaTHuka «OcHoBaTtesnsm Ogecchl», 6osee
W3BECTHOI0 o4 HasBaHWeM «rnaMsaTHuka ExarepuHe II» B ropoge Ogecce, YKpanHa.

@oto 2: HoBbIYI MOHYMEHT B TOYHOCTM MOBTOpM namsaTHuK 1900 roga. [lpu
BOCCTaHOBJ/IEHUU  UCI0OJIb30Ba/INCb  4acTu U 3J/IEMEHTbI  OPUIrMHAEJ/IbHOrO NaMsTHUKAE,
XpaHuBLUNECS [0 TOro0 BpeMEeHW B KpaeBeA4YecKoM My3ee, a Takxe ucrtopunyeckue
AOKYMEHTbI 1 ¢oTorpagpmum n3 apxmsos Ogeccol, Kneea v CaHkT-lleTepbypra.
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NcToputo AaHHOM apXUTEKTYPHOM KOMMO3MLMKM MOXHO MO npaBy Ha3BaTb OAHOM U3 CaMbIX
HeOoObIYHbIX.

B 1890 roay Ha COBMECTHOM 3acefiaHWM ropoAckoM ynpaBbl Moa pyKoBoACTBOM [puropus
Mapasnm m KoMmccmu no Bonpocy O npasgHoBaHuu 100-netns Ogeccbl 6bI10 MPUHATO
peweHne o06bSABUTbL KOHKYpPC Ha BO3BEeAEHWE MNaMATHWKA, MNOCBSALWEHHOr0 OCHOBAaHMUIO
ropoaa. NepBy NpeMU0 KOHKypca nosydmn npoekT "Opecckuii nopt" apxmutektopa Opus
OmutpeHko. OH npeacTtaBnan cobon namMATHUK EkatepuHe I1 u ee CNOABUMXKHMKAM - KHS3I0
[puroputo MoteMkuHy, Mocndy ae Pubacy, ®paHuy aAe Bonany wu [naTtoHy 3yb6osy.

B saHnBape 1893 ropa wumnepatop AnekcaHap III pan cousBoneHue Ha BO3BeAeHUE
MOHYMeHTa. MecToM ero pasmelleHus 6bin BblbpaH EkaTepnMHMHCKUMIA ckBep (BNOCNEeACTBUA
- nnowaab), rae B KoHue 1790-x roaos 6bis1 3a510)KEH, HO TaK U HE MOCTPOEH XpaM BO UMS
cBATON EkaTepuHbl AnekcaHApUNCKON.

B 1901 roay Ha lMapuXXCKOM apXUTEKTYPHOW KOHdepeHuuMn EkaTepuHMHCKasa niaowanb C
YCTQHOB/I€HHbIM HAa HEW MOHYMeHTOM 6bila npu3HaHa AyYWWMM  FPaxXAaHCKUM
apXUTEKTYPHbIM KOMMNeKcoM B EBpone. Komnnekc EKaTEpMHMHCKONM naowaan crtan OAHOM
W3 rnaBHbIX gocTonpuMedaTtenbHocTen Opeccel.

C npuxonoMm B YKpauHy Bractu 60nblIeBUKOB naowaan npucsonnm nma Kapna Mapkca, a
namaTHMKk «OcHoBaTenam Opeccbl» CO4YM HEe OTBevYawwuM TpeboBaHUAM BpPEMEHMU.
JeMoHTax MOHyMeHTa 6bl1 ocywecTtBnéH 6oiuamMum KaBasepunckon Opuragbl B xoae
nepsomarickoro cyb66otHuka 1920 r. lNbegectan n KOOHHA OCTasIMCb Ha MpPEeXHeM MecTe.
Mpn aeMoHTaxe durypa vMmnepaTpuubl 6bi1a noBpexaeHa M YacTUYHO YHUUTOXEHA, a
6pOH30BLIE CTaTyu CNOABWMXHUKOB OblIM CHATbLI U OTMpaeBfieHbl Ha XpaHeHne B Oaecckui
KpaeBeauveckunii Mysen. Mo nereHae, purypbl XoTenn NycTUTb HA M3rOTOBNIEHNE CHapsAO0B,
HO OAWH W3 MATPOCOB AaflbHOBUAHO 3aMeTun: «Heroxe uMMeTb CHapsAbl HENPOAETapCcKoro
npoucxoxaeHuns». N o 6poH30BLIX CTaTysAX Ha AonAroe Bpems 3abbinu.

B nocneaytowem nbegecrtan naMsaTHMKA MCNonb3oBaauM AN YCTaHOBKW CKynbnTypbl Kapna
Mapkca, HO NpoCTosi1a OHa He A0/ro, NOCKOJIbKY €e NoBasini CUNbHbLIA BETEP.

[Janee nnowaab npeacraBnsna ns cebs uBeTo4yHyo knymby, noka B 1965 rogy Ha Hen He
6b1n1 COOpYXEH NaMATHUK MaTpocaM — y4YaCTHMKaM BOCCTaHMUSA Ha 6poHeHocue «IMoTeMKUH»
B 1905 roay.

Moen o BOCCO3AaHUMM NaMaATHUKA oOcHoBaTensam Opeccbl ctanu BblagBuratbcs B 1990-X
rogax, nocne pacnaga CCCP.

B 2007 roay yxe BO BpeMeHa He3aBMCMMOCTWU YKpauHbl ropoackon coseT Oaecchbl MpUHSN
peweHne TMpoBeCcTU KOMMIEKCHYI pecTaBpauumio EkatepuHuHCckon nnaowaaum C
BOCCT@HOBJIEHMEM ee UcTtopmyeckoro obnuka n namaTHuka «OcHoBaTensam Ogeccobl».

MocTtaMeHT M O6pOH30BYIOD CKYNbMATYPY WMMepaTpuubl MPULLIOCH CO34aBaTb 3aHOBO, a
nssasHmsa lotemMknHa, 3ybosa, ae Pubaca v ne BonaHa yCTaHOBWUAM OpUrMHanbHbIE,
npeaBapuTenbHO UX OTPEeCTaBpUpOBaB.

B uenoM MOHYMEeHT 6bl1 BOCCO3a4aH B CBOEM uctopunyeckom suge. llpun 3TOM aBTOPbI

YCTQaHOBW/IN  4yeTblpe HOBble 6poH30Bble TabnMukm C  MMeHaMW  CNOABMIXKHMKOB
mMnepaTpuubl. PaboTbl Benu apxutektop BnaauvMup [nasblpuH, CKyabnTopbl Hukonamn
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OnenHunk n Oner YepHomBaHoB. CrOHCOPOM MpoeKTa BbICTYNW/ npeanpuHMMaTens PycnaH
TapnaH.

OOHOBpPEMEHHO 6blfla MpoBeAeHa PEeKOHCTPYKUMS nfowaaM, B TOM 4YUCNE BOCCO3aHbl
NernHble U YyryHHble 3MIEMEHTbl AeKopa 34aHui, pa3buT CKBep C LUBETHWKAMW, YJIOXKeHa
rpaHUTHas NAMTKa, NpUMEHeHa ocobasi cMCTeMa apXMTEKTYPHOMN MNOACBETKM U Ap.

PeweHne Bnacteit Ogeccbl 0 BOCCTAHOBMIEHUN MaMATHWKA, NOAAEPXaHHOE Ha TOT MOMEHT
60/1IbLUIMHCTBOM FOPOXaH, Bbi3BasI0 CEPbE3HblE PA3HOrIacus B YKpanHCKOM obLiecTBse.

Yactb xxutenein Opeccbl noaaepXxuBasa BOCCO3JaHME MOHYMeHTa. [J1aBHbIM apryMeHTOM
6bi10 TO, 4TO EKaTepuHMHCKas nJowaab B CBOEM WCTOPUYECKOM Buae SBAsieTCA
YHUKaJbHbIM _apXMTEKTYPHbIM aHcambneM, oTobpaxkalowmm 3Ha4YMMble WCTOPUYECKME
nepuoabl XU3HWM ropoga W TrAapMOHMYHO CBf3aHa CO BCEMW WHBIMW WUCTOPUYECKUMMU
apXUTEKTYpHbIMM aHcaMbnsamum Opecchbl, 0bpasys apXUTEKTYPHbIN WCTOPUYECKMA apean
ropoga. K Tomy e, Opecca faBHO MMena HaMepeHMe HOMMHMPOBATbCH Ha BKJIKOYEHMEe
cBOero wucropuyeckoro apeana B Cnumcok  BceMupHoro  Hacneamss  IOHECKO
(cooTBeTCcTBYIOWEE HOMMHALMOHHOE A0Cbe OAecchl NoAaHO ToNbKo 4 okTabpsa 2022 roaa.
Opecca HOMUHMpPYETCA MO ABYM KPUTEPUSAM: YHUKaANbHasdA MYNbTUKYbTYPHOCTb U
YHUKaNibHOE rpaAoCTPONTESIbHOE peLleHne).

MpoTMBHMKKM BOCCO34aHUA namaTHuka Tpebosanu ybpaTb ero, yTBepXxaas, 4TO OH
npocnasfAseT UMNepCKyo Nonntuky Poccun. MponpesnaeHtckas naptusa BukTopa lOweHko
(2005-2010) "Hawa YkpaumHa" Ha3Basa MOHYMEHT "CMMBOJIOM  Yy)XE3EeMHOro
nopaboweHunsa", nockonbky no npukady EkaTepuHbl II 6biia paspyweHa 3anopoXckas
Ceub M NINKBMAMPOBAHO AEMOKpPATUUECKOE YCTPOMUCTBO YKpauHbl". NMpoTMB BOCCTaHOBAEHUS
naMAaTHUKA BbICTYNWUAW NpeacTaBuTenn Meaxmca KpbIMCKO-TaTapCKOro Hapoaa U MecTHble
aKTMBUCTbl.  LlepemoHnss  OTKpbITMS  Bocco3gaHHoro B 2007 roay naMATHMKA
conpoBoXxzanacb akumaMuM  npoTecta. BbiTeCHeHHble ¢ naowaanm  MNPOTUBHUKU
BOCCTAHOBMIEHNSA NaMATHMKA 3aaBMAK, 4To ByayT AobmBaTbCa CHOCa NamMsiTHUKA Yepes cya.

CynebHble Tax6bl, CBA3aHHbIE C BOCCO34aHMeM Ha ExkaTepuHWMHCKOM nowaan naMaTHUKA
«OcHoBaTtensam Opgeccbl» CTann npegMeToM pPacCMOTPEHMS MHOMOYMCAEHHbIX CcyaebHbIX
WHCTaHUMI B TedyeHue nocneaywuwmx bonee uem aseHaguatn net. ®opmasbHbIM NOBOAOM
BbICTynuso obxanosaHue peweHne O4eccKoro ropoAcKkoro CoBeTta O nepeHoce naMmsaTHUKa
«MOTEMKMHLUAM - NOTOMKW» B MHYIO NNOKaUMIO M yCTaHOBKE Ha EkaTepuHuHCKOM naowaaun
BMECTO Hero namsaTHMKa ocHoBaTensam Opeccbl. PMHaNbLHOM ToUukKon B cyaebHol npouenype
nocrasun BepxoBHbIM cya YKpauHbl B anpene 2019 roga. OH OTKNOHUA >xanoby
accoumaummn kasaukmx obuwects "Cuy" Ha peweHue o0 nepeHoce naMsaTHuKa "MOTEMKMHUAM
- noToMkn" Ha TaMoxeHHyto naowaab Oaeccbl, TEM CaMblM NPpU3HaB 3aKOHHOM YCTaHOBKY
namaTHMKa ocHoBaTenam Ogecchbl Ha EkaTepuMHUHCKONM niowaau.

Mo yTBEpXAEHMIO HOBOCTHOrO m3gaHusa «CycninbHe HOBUHW» ropoAackue Bnactu Opecchl
yXe rnocfie poCCMACKOr0 BTOPXEHUS HE pa3 MEeHAJW CBOe MHEHWEe MO MoBOoAY NaMATHWUKA
«OcHoBaTenam Opeccbl»; BHadane UYMHOBHUKW BbICKa3blBASIMCb MPOTUB «YHUUTOXEHUSA
NcTopuUn>».

28 wntoHsa 2022 roabl, B AeHb KOHCTUTYuUMU YKpauHbl, HA oduLMANbHOM CalTe MHTEpPHET-
npeacraBuTenbcTBa lNpe3naeHTa YKpauHbl 6blna 3aperncTtpupoBaHa 3/1eKTpoOHHas neTnums
N¢ 22/145072-en c npeanoxeHnem cHectn namsatHuk EkaTtepuHe II B Opgecce. MeHee yeMm
3a ABa Mecsua AaHHas netvuma Habpana 26504 ronoca (cornacHo 3aKOHY B KadecTBe
yCNoBUSA ANs pacCMOTPEHUSA NeTUumns A0KHbl nonyuntb 25000 ronocos) mn 6bina nepenaHa
Mpe3ngeHTy.
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1 aBrycta 2022 roga Bnagnmup 3eneHckuii nobnarogapwi BCeX, KTO MPUCOEANHWUIICS K
3TOM NETMUMM, 3@ aKTUBHYH rpakAaHCKYH MO3MUMI0 B 3aliMTe HaLuMOHaNbHbIX MHTEPECOB,
ounieHnn obLeCcTBEHHOr0 MNpOCTpaHCTBa OT O6bEeKTOB M NAMATHUMKOB, KOTOpble
3aKkpennsaT B YKpauMHe pPOCCUMCKME MponaraHAnCTCKME aHTUYyKpauHCKMe HappaTuBbl. B
COOTBETCTBUM C MNPEeAyCMOTPEHHbIMM 3aKOHOM npaBunamu lNpe3naeHT YKpauHbl nepegan
paspelleHme paHHoro Bonpoca OpeccKkoMy ropoOACKOMY COBETY B COOTBETCTBUM C UX
KOMMeTeHUnen.

TeMm BpeMeHeM MHOro4ymcsieHHble ObLeCcTBeHHbIe aKLMM HanoMUHaNM O0A4eCcCKMM BacTaM o
TOM, 4YTO pacCMOTpPEeHMe [aHHOro BOMpocCa OTHOCUTCA K YUCAY HEOTNOXHbIX. [MaMaTHMK
HeogHOKpaTHO ob6AMBanM  KpacHOM  Kpackoh o6amBanM  KpacHOW  KPacKOW, 4TO
CMMBO/IN3NPOBANO KpPOBb YKpaumHUEB Ha pykax EkaTepuHbl, a A0 3TOr0 Ha naMsaTHUKe
nosiBunacb HAANUCb KpacHbIM «EkaTtepnHa=lyTuUH>» .

12 ceHTaA6psa 2022 roga Ha canTe npesuaeHTa YKpauHbl 6blia pasMmelleHa 3/1eKTpoHHas
neTmums, cosgaHHas ogeccutom PoamoHoMm BypnyukmMm, B KOTOpPOW rnaBy rocyaapcTBa
npussanu "obpaTuTb BHMMaHME Ha AENCTBUSA U BblpaxxeHust Mapa Ogecchl". [0 MHEHUIO
aBTopa obpaueHunsa, TpyxaHOB AEMOHCTPUPYET CBOK MNPOPOCCUMCKYIO MO3ULUUIO MYyTEM
"caboTMpoBaHusa geMoHTaxa" namsaATHUKa EkaTtepuHe II. 29 okTa6ps npe3naeHT YKpauHbl
nopyumnn Cnyxb6e 6esonacHoctn n MB/l npoBecTu NpoBepKy BbiCKa3biBaHM Mapa Opeccel.

19 ceHTabpsa 2022 roga Opecckumin rOpoOACKOM COBET NMPOBEST MHTEPHET-KoHdepeHumnto ¢
obuiecTBeHHOCTbIO ropoaa Oaecchl € Uenblo obcyxaeHns cyabbbl namMaTHMKa «OcHoBaTens
Opeccbi». 3aperucTpupoBaTbCss U TMPUHATb Yy4yacTUe B OOCYXAEHUM MO KaXAabli
xenawwmn. WHTepHeT-KOHdepeHUMsa Anmnacb WeCcTb 4acoB, BCeM Xenatowum 6bina
npenocTtaBneHa BO3MOXHOCTb BbICTYMUTb.

Mep ropoga Opeccbl NeHHaguii TpyxaHOB BbICTYNMA C NpeaaoxeHumem co3gaTtb B Opecce
NapKoBbli KOMMAEKC "MMMNepCKoro M COBETCKOro npownoro” m nepesBe3TM Tyaa 4acTb
ropoacCKuUX NaMATHUKOB, BKJIlOYas naMaTHuMK EkatepuHe II.

C yyeToM npeanoxeHwui, rnoslyyeHHbIX B Xoae 06CyXAeHUS Ha UHTepHeT-KOH(epeHunu, B
nepuog c 20 ceHTs6psa no 20 okTabps 2022 roga 6b1 NpoBeAEH 3/IEKTPOHHbLIA OMNPOC Ha
Be6-nopTane «CounanbHoO AKTUBHbIM rpaXXaaHmH>.

5 Hosabps Bnactm Opgeccbl coobwmnn, 4To 6GOMBLIMHCTBO rOPOXaH, y4acTBOBABLUWMX B
roslocoBaHMM 4epes crneunanbHoe npunoxeHve "CoumanbHO aKTUBHbIN rpaxaaHuH"
NpOroaocoBann 3a AeMOHTax namaTHMKa «OcHoBaTensam Ogeccobl».

24 HosI6ps 3a MPOEKT pelleHns 0 AEMOHTaXe NaMsaTHMKA NPOroaocoBas MCNOMHUTENbHbIN
kKommuteT Opecckoro ropoackoro coseta. OKOHYaTes/IbHO pelLleHUue O AEeMOHTa)Xke U
nepeHoce namMsATHUKa 6b10 NpuHATO 30 HOA6pA 2022 roga OAeCcCKOM ropoACKUM
COBETOM BO BpeMsi CECCMOHHOIN0 3acefaHunA. 3a AEMOHTaX NaMAaTHMKA NpPOrosocoBam
43 pgenyTaTa.

B cpeay, 28 pekabpsa, B Opgecce Havanucb paboTbl MO AeMOHTaXy MNaMsATHUKA
«OcHoBaTtensm Opeccbl». Houbto ero ybpann okoH4aTenbHo. C nocCTaMeHTa CHSAn
Tabnnuky, Takxke AeMOHTUpPOBaNM CKynbnTypbl ($aBopuTOoB EKaTepuHbl C MNocCTaMeHTa.
CkynbnTypHas komnosuumsa bbiia nepemelteHa Ha xpaHeHme B O4eCCKU HaLMOHaNbHbIN
XYAOXEeCTBeHHbI  My3en. Kak pacckaszan Ha npecc-kKoHdepeHUMM  HadanbHUK
JernapTaMeHTa Hay4HO-3KCMO3MUMOHHOMW paboTbl OAeccKkoro XyAOXeCTBEHHOr0 My3es
Kupunn JlnnaTtoB, yCTaHaBMBaTb UX B KauyecTBe MYy3eWHbIX 3KCMNOHATOB MOKa He crewar,
HO CcoxXpaHHOCTb obecneyar.
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BMecTo [AeMOHTMPOBaHHbIX CKyAbMTYp Ha, nMoka ewe, EKaTepMHWHCKOM nowaan
pa3BeBaeTcs gnar YKpauHbl.

Goto 3: B 2022 rogy, c HayasioM oJ/IHOMacwTabHoro BTOp)XeHusi Poccun B YKpauHy,
criopbl 0 cyagbbe naMsiTHUKa BCrbIXHYJIM C HOBOU CHUJION.

Photo of the inauguration of the statue of Catherine II in Odesa on 27 October 2007.
Credit: HRWF
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