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Bombed Odesa Cathedral: Financial assistance from Italy
expected in December

See photos and videos HERE

Previous articles of HRWF: 01.09.2023, 02.09.2023 and 15.09.2023
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HRWF with (Dilova 09.12.2023) - Mayor of Odesa Gennady Trukhanov has just been told
that the first tranche of financial assistance promised by Italy to save the Orthodox
Transfiguration Cathedral of Odesa which was heavily damaged in summer by a Russian
missile attack is planned to be transferred to the city in December.

This was the result of negotiations with the rector of the University of Genoa, Federico
Delfino, and the director of the Faculty of Architecture and Design.

In addition, during the conversation online with his interlocutors, the Odessa mayor
talked about further possibilities for reconstruction and restoration of other cultural
heritage objects located in the UNESCO zone.

Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, first to promise help

"Italy, which has unique restoration skills in the world, is ready to commit itself to the
reconstruction of the Odesa Cathedral and other treasures of Ukraine's artistic heritage,"
then said Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni.

"The attacks in Odesa, the death of innocents, the destruction of the Transfiguration
Cathedral deeply touched us. Russian aggressors are demolishing granaries, depriving
millions of starving people of food. They devastate our European civilization and its sacred
symbols. Free people will not be intimidated, barbarism will not triumph ," the Italian
government then said in a statement.

In October 2023, Italy and Ukraine signed an agreement on assistance in carrying out
restoration work at the Savior Transfiguration Cathedral.

As previously noted by Gennady Trukhanov, it is necessary to work out mechanisms that
allow the legislative norms of Italy and Ukraine to be observed as soon as possible.

The builders calculated the preliminary cost of restoring the Transfiguration Cathedral
which could be around 200 million hryvnias (5 million EUR).
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All the destroyed structures are planned to be covered with a hydrobarrier, for which 900
square meters of ceiling have already been prepared.

It was possible to protect part of the roof of the cathedral at the expense of parishioners
and volunteer organizations.

However, on the night of 10-11 November, the building was flooded as a result of heavy
rains. Excessive moistening of the cathedral structures can lead to further destruction.
Carrying out the restauration work of the cathedral is therefore an extremely urgent
issue.

Russia’s criminal bombing of the Odesa Cathedral:
Assessing the damages

An interview with Architect Volodymyr Meshcheriakov, who led the rebuilding of
the historical church in 2000-2010, destroyed by Stalin in the 1930s

By Ievgeniia Gidulianova, correspondent of Human Rights Without Frontiers
Bitter Winter (14.09.2023) - In August 2023, less than a month after Russia’s missiles

heavily damaged the Transfiguration Cathedral of Odesa, Architect Volodymyr
Meshcheriakov was in the Ukrainian seaport to assess the damage of the Russian strike.

Ph.D. Arch., Associate Professor, Meshcheriakov is a member of the Ukrainian Committee
of ICOMOS (International Council on Monuments and Sites), Chairman of the Odesa
regional branch of the Architectural Chamber of the National Union of Architects of
Ukraine, forensic expert of the Ministry of Justice of Ukraine, Research Fellow on the
British Academy’s Researchers at Risk Programme, and Visiting Scholar at Trinity
College, University of Cambridge. He is the author of two monographs and more than
seventy scientific publications, articles, theses in the field of architecture and protection
of cultural heritage.

Meshcheriakov is a personality whose name is directly connected with the history of the
reconstruction of the Odesa Cathedral of the Transfiguration of the Savior, which was
completely destroyed during the time of Stalin.

In 1999, a group of architects under his leadership was the laureate of the national call
for projects for the reconstruction of the Odesa Cathedral of the Transfiguration of the
Savior. The cathedral was rebuilt in 2000-2010 on the basis of his project and he was
then awarded the State Prize of Ukraine in the field of architecture for the reconstruction
of the Odesa Cathedral. He is also the author of a monograph on this topic.

From your professional point of view, how do you assess the extent of the
destruction caused to the Transfiguration Cathedral as a result of the Russian
missile shelling on Odesa on the night of 23 July 2023?

Volodymyr Meshcheriakov: The rocket passed vertically through the roof above the
right altar, destroying the floor of the cathedral and two underground reinforced concrete
floors of the lower part of the church. The walls of this part of the building were
significantly damaged. More than 70% of the roof structures and copper covering of the
cathedral were completely destroyed or damaged by shrapnel and the blast wave. Almost
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all the copper coating of the roof of the cathedral is subject to dismantling and
restoration. The artistic decoration of the premises of the upper part of the building was
almost completely destroyed. All iconostases were also thoroughly destroyed—the marble
one and the two side ones. The marble flooring was significantly damaged by rocket
fragments.

How much do you think it will cost to completely restore the Odesa Cathedral of
the Transfiguration of the Savior?

Volodymyr Meshcheriakov: The exact amount required for the complete restoration of
the cathedral can only be determined on the basis of the development of a scientific
study, design, and estimate documentation for the needed work. The preparation of
documentation for a detailed survey, dismantling and restoring the damaged structures,
architectural and artistic decoration inside and outside of the cathedral is a big job that
can take several years. So far, the development of such documentation according to my
information is not underway, and the proposals for such work and sources of funding
have not been identified.

I am a forensic expert at the Ministry of Justice of Ukraine, and I believe that one of the
elements of documentation for the restoration of the cathedral and other destroyed
objects should be a forensic report with conclusions and the amount of damage. In my
opinion, this amount may be equivalent to five million dollars. The amount needed for
the restoration of the cathedral in its original form can be brought in court for
compensation to the aggressor country.

How long can it take to achieve the restoration?

Volodymyr Meshcheriakov: I think that after identifying the sources of financing, the
donors, and the rebuilding companies, it will take five to ten years of intensive and
qualified work to completely restore the cathedral. Now, first of all, it is necessary to
inspect the cathedral and prepare design estimates for restoration.

The cathedral was built and reconstructed in stages over more than a hundred years. The
Cathedral Square was designated in 1794 on the first plan of Odesa drawn up by the
Dutch military engineer Franz De Volan. After the last reconstruction in 1900-1903, it
accommodated up to 12,000 people and was the largest church building in the south of
Ukraine, the center of spiritual life for Odesa residents.

In 1936, the Odesa Cathedral of the Transfiguration of the Savior was robbed and
destroyed by the Soviet authorities, like many other churches in the USSR.

In 1991, I began collecting original data and other information about the cathedral, and
in 1993, under my leadership, the first project to reconstruct this outstanding lost
cultural heritage site of Ukraine was completed.

In 1999 our project to rebuild the cathedral won a national competition and we continued
to further develop the project. The cathedral was built in three stages, starting in 2000.
In 2007, it was put into operation, received the status of a historical monument of local
significance in Ukraine, and was solemnly consecrated in 2010. Construction, decorative
and artistic work continued for more than ten years without the use of public funds,
based exclusively on donations from citizens, enterprises, and various other
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organizations. The Black Sea Orthodox Fund was created in Odesa to collect funds and
donations for the design, construction, and artistic decoration of the cathedral.

Are any works already underway related to urgent measures aimed at
preserving and protecting the cathedral as an object of cultural heritage of
Ukraine from further destruction?

Volodymyr Meshcheriakov: At the moment, thanks to the efforts of citizens, the
rubble of fragments of destroyed structures and the interior of the cathedral has been
cleared. The main thing now is the installation of temporary covering before the autumn-
winter period, protecting the interiors from rain and snow. Work in this direction is
proactively underway, but they are insufficient in my opinion.

All forces and means of Ukraine are now aimed at ensuring the Ukrainian army for
victory over the terrible aggressor—Putin’s Russia. Also, first of all, Ukrainian citizens
whose homes have been destroyed need financial support. The cathedral building is
owned by the Odesa Diocese of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC), which also helps
refugees and does not have such significant funds for the restoration of the
Transfiguration Cathedral.

Who in Ukraine promised to contribute to the reconstruction? What is the
amount of their promised contribution?

Volodymyr Meshcheriakov: Odesa Cathedral in 1999 was included in the State
Program for the Reconstruction of the Outstanding Lost Cultural Heritage Sites of
Ukraine, which provides for the allocation of funding for all work but no funding for this
project was ever allocated. The Black Sea Orthodox Fund has been opened to collect
funds for the restoration of the cathedral. To date, I have no information about the
Ukrainians who volunteered to finance the restoration of the cathedral destroyed by the
Russian missile attack.

Have the city authorities of Odesa approached you with an offer to take part in
the restoration of the Odesa Transfiguration Cathedral?

Volodymyr Meshcheriakov: No, they did not contact me. As the head of the team of
designers of the rebuilt cathedral, I consider it necessary to make visible for present and
future generations the fact that the Odesa shrine was destroyed by a Russian missile. To
this end, the restoration project should include a provision mentioning the origin of the
destruction on the main damaged walls outside the cathedral and inside. To do this, in a
future restoration project, cracks in the damaged walls outside and inside the cathedral
should be recorded and revealed in red. Such a decision will visually immortalize the
strike of a Russian missile on the Odesa Cathedral. The recorded and highlighted
destruction of this part of the cathedral can become one of the memorial sites of Ukraine
in memory of the military aggression of Putin’s Russia.

Who is Volodymyr Meshcheriakov?

Volodymyr Meshcheriakov is a Ph.D Arch, Ass. Prof., Laureate of the State Prize of
Ukraine in the field of architecture in 2010 for the reconstruction of the Odesa
Transfiguration Cathedral, Member of the Ukrainian Committee of ICOMQOS, Chairman of
the Odesa regional branch of the Architectural Chamber of the National Union of
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Architects of Ukraine. Forensic expert of the Ministry of Justice of Ukraine. Research
Fellow on the British Academy’s Researchers at Risk Programme and Visiting Scholar
Trinity College, University of Cambridge.

Author of two monographs and more than 70 scientific publications, articles, theses in
the field of architecture and protection of cultural heritage.

Odesa Transfiguration Cathedral: international uproar
about Putin’s missile strike (II)

The world condemned the criminal Russian missile strike. It should now help
Ukraine to rebuild the historical church, UNESCO said.

See Part I HERE and see pictures of the damages HERE.

By Dr Ievgeniia Gidulianova and Willy Fautré

Bitter Winter (09.01.2023) - 23 July 2023 was a Black Sunday for the city of Odesa and
for Ukraine. When Ukrainians and the rest of world woke up, they discovered with horror
and anger that the heart of the UNESCO World Heritage Site, the Orthodox
Transfiguration Cathedral had been severely damaged by a Russian missile strike. Voices
were quickly raised to condemn and protest against this new war crime and UNESCO
quickly sent a fact-finding mission to Odessa.

An international uproar

British Ambassador to Ukraine Melinda Simmons noted that there were no military
facilities in the center of Odesa.

"It's just a beautiful Ukrainian city, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, through whose ports
vital food is exported around the world," Simmons said.

U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine, Bridget Brink said: "Russia continues to attack civilians
and infrastructure in Odesa. It is a World Heritage Site and a port vital to global food
security." said U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Bridget Brink.

She stressed that Russia's unjustified war against Ukraine and its people entails terrible
consequences. In particular, the ambassador mentioned the destroyed Transfiguration
Cathedral, which was recreated at the beginning of this century after it was blown up by
order of Stalin in the 30s of the last century.

EU High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Securit
Policy Josep Borrell called the night strike on Odesa another Russian war crime and
tweeted: "Russia's relentless missile terror against UNESCO-protected Odessa is yet
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another war crime by the Kremlin, which has also destroyed the main Orthodox
cathedral, a World Heritage Site. Russia has already damaged hundreds of cultural sites
in an attempt to destroy Ukraine."

UN_ Secretary-General Antonio Guterres strongly condemned the Russian missile
attack on Odesa, which killed two people and damaged the Transfiguration Cathedral, as
well as several other historical buildings in the historic center of the city. A statement
about this event, attributable to Stéphane Dujarric, Spokesman for the Secretary-
General, was published on the official website of the organization on Sunday 23 July.

The statement called the shelling of the cathedral and other historical monuments "an
attack on the territory protected by the World Heritage Convention, in violation of the
1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed
Conflict," which occurred "in addition to the horrific civilian casualties that war brings."

The UN spokesman noted that since the beginning of Russia's full-scale invasion of
Ukraine, UNESCO has confirmed damage to at least 270 cultural sites in Ukraine,
including 116 religious sites. The UN Secretary-General calls on the Russian Federation to
immediately stop attacks on objects protected by "widely ratified international normative
documents", Ukraine's civilian infrastructure and its civilians, Dujarric said.

also issued a statement strongly condemning the new Russian attacks on World Heritage
sites in Odessa.

"This outrageous destruction marks an escalation of violence against Ukraine's cultural
heritage. I strongly condemn this attack on culture and call on the Russian Federation to
take constructive action to fulfill its obligations under international law, including the
1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed
Conflict and the 1972 World Heritage Convention," said UNESCO Director-General Audrey
Azoulay.

These attacks contradict recent statements by the Russian authorities about the
precautions taken to preserve World Heritage sites in Ukraine, including their buffer
zones.

The deliberate destruction of cultural objects can be equated with a war crime, which is
also recognized by the United Nations Security Council, of which the Russian Federation
is a permanent member, in Resolution 2347 (2017).

The Russian Defense Ministry confirmed the attack on the city but denied that the
target of the strike was the Transfiguration Cathedral, the most damaged religious site.
The agency claims that it fired only at "places of preparation of terrorist attacks against
the Russian Federation", and "planning strikes with high-precision weapons" deliberately
excluded the defeat of civilian targets. The temple, according to the Russian military, was
damaged due to "illiterate actions of Ukrainian air defense operators." At the same time,
Russia during the war repeatedly struck civilian targets with high-precision weapons -
and each time categorically denied it, even when its responsibility was absolutely
obvious.

Several Ukrainian organizations, including the Academic Religious Studies Workshop
and the Institute for Religious Freedom monitor the destruction of religious sites due
to Russia’s war on Ukraine. According to their data, around 500 religious buildings,
religious educational institutions and shrines in Ukraine have been badly damaged or
destroyed. Most of the Orthodox buildings belong to the Ukrainian Orthodox Church

(UOC).
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"We ask for international assistance for the restoration of the Transfiguration
Cathedral”

The Ministry of Culture and Information Policy of Ukraine calls on the international
community to assist in the restoration of cultural heritage monuments and is preparing
appropriate appeals to the UNESCO World Heritage Committee and the Second Protocol
to the Hague Convention.

On 9 August 2023, UNESCO presented the preliminary results of its expert mission, the
purpose of which was to assess the damage caused to the cultural heritage of Odessa. Of
the 52 cultural monuments reported by the Ukrainian authorities to have been damaged
in Russian attacks, UNESCO experts were able to inspect the 10 most affected sites.

Most of them, including the Transfiguration Cathedral, the House of Scientists and the
Literary Museum, were assessed by experts as "severely damaged". Experts also noted
that some other historic buildings have become more vulnerable as a result of the
fighting and, therefore, are at risk of significant damage in the event of new attacks,
which may be accompanied by blast waves and vibrations.

Representatives of the International Council for the Preservation of Historical and Cultural
Monuments (ICOMOS) and the International Centre for the Preservation and Restoration
of Cultural Property participated in the mission. Among their tasks was the identification
of threats to the integrity of cultural objects as well as the implementation of urgent
measures aimed at preserving them and protecting them from further damage.

The detailed results of the mission will be collected in a report to be published in December
at a meeting of the parties to the 1954 Hague Convention. It will provide more detailed
information on the extent of damage, as well as on measures for the protection and
restoration of cultural heritage sites in Odessa, proposed by UNESCO experts. But
UNESCO has already mobilized urgent funding for the first restoration work. UNESCO
reports that additional funds were allocated from the Fund for the Preservation of
Heritage in Emergency Situations - USD 169,000 - in order to immediately carry out
work on the protection of cultural monuments and assess the damage.

Ievgeniia Gidulianova
Ievgeniia Gidulianova holds a Ph.D. in Law and was Associate Professor at the
Department of Criminal Procedure of Odesa Law Academy between 2006 and 2021.

She is now a lawyer in private practice and a consultant for the Brussels-based NGO
Human Rights Without Frontiers.

The Orthodox Cathedral of Odesa destroyed by Putin’s
missile strike: calls for funding its restoration (I)

Italy and Greece are first in the line to provide assistance. See pictures of the
damage HERE and CNN video

By Dr Ievgeniia Gidulianova with Willy Fautré
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Bitter Winter (31.08.2023) - On the night of 23 July 2023, the Russian Federation
launched a massive missile attack on the center of Odesa which created quite dramatic
damages to the Orthodox Transfiguration Cathedral. International support for the
reconstruction has quickly been pledged. Italy and Greece are first on the line but much
more assistance is needed.

The legal status of the Transfiguration Cathedral is rather complex and unclear. Until May
2022, it was considered a church with a special status and rights of broad autonomy,
affiliated to the Ukrainian Orthodox Church/ Moscow Patriarchate (UOC/MP).

On 27 May 2022, the Council of the UOC/ MP removed all references to such dependence
from its statutes, stressing its financial autonomy and the absence of any external
interference in the appointment of its clergy. It hereby dissociated itself from the Russian
Orthodox Church and stopped commemorating Kirill at the divine services because of his
support for Vladimir Putin's war against Ukraine. This distancing did however not lead to
a schism from Moscow so that the UOC can keep its canonical status. In the meantime,
the process of transfer of UOC parishes to the national Orthodox Church of Ukraine
(OCU), founded in December 2018 under President Poroshenko and recognized by
Constantinople Patriarchate on 5 January 2019, has accelerated.

In this context, the comment of Archdeacon Andriy Palchuk, a cleric of the Odessa
Eparchy of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC) about the damage caused to the
cathedral is worth mentioning: "The destruction is colossal. Half of the cathedral is left
without a roof. The central pillars and the foundation are broken. All the windows and
stucco were blown out. There was a fire, the part where icons and candles are sold in the
church caught fire. After the end of the air raid, the emergency services arrived and
extinguished everything.”

On 23 July 2023, Archbishop Victor of Artsyz (UOC) appealed to Patriarch Kirill in a
virulent way about the shelling of the cathedral. He accused him of supporting the war
against Ukraine, a sovereign country, and personally blessing the Russian Armed Forces
who are committing atrocities:

"Your bishops and priests consecrate and bless the tanks and missiles that bomb our
peaceful cities. Today, when I arrived at the Odesa Transfiguration Cathedral after the
end of the curfew and saw that the Russian missile ‘blessed’ by you flew directly into the
altar of the church, to the saints, I realized that the Ukrainian Orthodox Church has had
nothing in common with your understandings for a long time. Today, you and all your
novices are doing everything to ensure that the UOC is destroyed on the territory of
Ukraine. Today we (speaking on behalf of many bishops of the UOC) condemn this insane
aggression of the Russian Federation against our Independent Country. We demand to
leave behind our Church, our bishops and our Primate."

Many people in Odesa and in Ukraine want to make donations for urgent works meant to
protect the essential elements of the cathedral (the roof, the pillars...) to avoid further
deterioration of the building and to guarantee the security inside and around. On the
official Facebook page of the Transfiguration Cathedral, a video has been posted by the
diocese to collect funds for the restoration of the cathedral.

About the tumultuous history of the Transfiguration Cathedral

The Transfiguration Cathedral is the largest Orthodox church in Odesa, the main
cathedral of the Odesa diocese of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church. It is located in the

historical center of the city.
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The history of the cathedral began simultaneously with the founding of Odesa in 1794 by
Catherine 1II, then Empress of Russia. In the process of the consecration of the city itself
by Metropolitan Gabriel, a place for the construction of the future church building was
also consecrated on Cathedral Square. He laid the first stone on 14 November 1795.
Construction work dragged on for several years until it was completed, according to the
plans of the engineer-captain Vanrezant and the architect Frapolli, by the famous French
Duke of Richelieu, appointed governor of Odesa in 1803,. The cathedral was consecrated
in 1808. Since then, the cathedral has become known as the Transfiguration.

During the 19%™ century, the Transfiguration Cathedral underwent a number of significant
transformation and extension works. It received its current historical appearance in 1903
and within its huge space of 90 by 45 meters, it can accommodate 9000 people at a
time. Some sources even mention the figure of 12,000.

With the establishment of the Bolshevik government in Odesa in 1922, the cathedral was
first looted, closed in 1932 and demolished by the Soviets in 1936. Several explosions
first destroyed the belfry, and then the whole building. The local nhewspaper "Black Sea
Commune" noted on 6 March 1936 that 150 people participated in the demolition. As_an
eyewitness to the destruction, Odesa writer and local historian Vladimir Gridin wrote that
the most valuable icons and marbles were previously taken out of the temple but their
fate remains unknown.

The current Transfiguration Cathedral was rebuilt in 1999-2011 on the site of its ruins
and blessed by Patriarch Kirill himself in July 2010 when the UOC was in subordination to
Moscow Patriarchate.

At the initiative of local authorities, the cathedral was included in the Program for the
Reproduction of Outstanding Monuments of History and Culture of Ukraine, approved by
the Government in 1999, but no budget for the reconstruction of the cathedral was then
allocated. It was rebuilt with private funding and charitable foundations. Odesa mayor's
office partly financed the interior of the cathedral.

The restored cathedral was put into operation on 22 May 2005. Now, according to the
official data of the unified state register, the full name of the cathedral is the Odesa
Transfiguration Cathedral of the Odesa Diocese of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC).
In 2007, the cathedral was included in the State Register of Immovable Monuments of
Ukraine as a historical monument.

In 2010, a team of architects, builders and artists was awarded the State Prize of Ukraine
in the field of architecture for the reconstruction of the cathedral. It is now the main
architectural building dominating the historical center of Odesa and its main Orthodox
church.

The cathedral is of great historic and memorial importance as a burial place for
prominent personalities of Odesa and the South of Ukraine. This is one of the important
architectural elements constituting the traditional environment_of the "Historical Center
of the Port City of Odessa", which is included in the UNESCO World Heritage List as
proposed by Ukraine in 2023.

Italy’s top officials have offered to help Ukraine restore the Transfiguration
Cathedral

On the day of missile attack hitting the cathedral, Italian Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani
said: "The Russian bombing of Odesa destroyed part of the Transfiguration Cathedral, an
undignified act. Italy, after supporting Odesa to become a UNESCO cultural heritage, will
be at the forefront of the city's reconstruction."
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"The attacks in Odesa, the death of innocents, the destruction of the Transfiguration
Cathedral deeply touched us. Russian aggressors are demolishing granaries, depriving
millions of starving people of food. They devastate our European civilization and its sacred
symbols. Free people will not be intimidated, barbarism will not triumph ," the Italian
government said in a statement.

"Italy, which has unique restoration skills in the world, is ready to commit itself to the
reconstruction of the Odesa Cathedral and other treasures of Ukraine's artistic heritage," said
Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni.

Greece also intends to assist in the restoration of architectural monuments that
were damage during the Russian missile attack

According to the Odesa City Council, Greece also intends to assist in the restoration of
architectural monuments that were damaged during the Russian missile attack. This was
announced by the Consul General of the Hellenic Republic in Odesa, Dimitrios Dohtsis,
during a conversation with the mayor.

He stated that "Greece will take part in the restoration of damaged Odesa’s architectural
monuments. Greece condemns the attacks on the historic center of Odessa, which is
protected by UNESCO. Greece will participate in the restoration of damaged architectural
monuments. This especially applies to houses with Greek history, namely: Papudov's
house and Rodokanaki's house."

"We are very pleased that Odesa has friends all over the world. Greece has been helping
Ukraine and Odesa since the beginning of the full-scale war. The Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Greece, Mr. Nikos Dendias, was in Odesa twice during this time and strongly
supported our accession to UNESCO. We are very grateful to you," said mayor Gennadiy
Trukhanov.

A call for funding the restoration of the Transfiguration Cathedral

Kyiv and the local authorities in Odesa very much hope that other countries,
organizations and philanthropists will assist in the restoration of monuments of cultural
heritage of Odesa.

Human Rights Without Frontiers calls upon the European Union and its member states,
the United States and Canada as well as their respective Ukrainian diaspora to participate
in the restoration of the Odesa Cathedral.

Ievgeniia Gidulianova holds a Ph.D. in Law and was Associate Professor at the Department of
Criminal Procedure of Odesa Law Academy between 2006 and 2021.

She is now a lawyer in private practice and a consultant for the Brussels-based NGO Human Rights
Without Frontiers.
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Russian shelling hits a landmark church in the city of
Kherson

BY HANNA ARHIROVA

AP (03.08.2023) - Russian shelling damaged a landmark church Thursday in the
Ukrainian city of Kherson that until last year held the remains of Prince Grigory Potemkin,
an 18th-century Russian military commander who encouraged Catherine the Great to
expand the Russian Empire into what is now southern Ukraine.

Ukraine’s emergency service said four of its workers were wounded in a second round of
shelling as they fought a fire at St. Catherine’s Cathedral. Four other people were
wounded in the first shelling attack, which also hit a trolleybus, the prosecutor general’s
office said.

A missile strike severely damaged a beloved Orthodox cathedral in Odesa, another city in
southern Ukraine, and Thursday’s attack further underlined the war’s risk to the country’s
cultural monuments. Fighting has intensified in multiple regions as Ukraine’s military
steps up a counteroffensive to reclaim Russian-occupied territory.

The Kherson church, dating from 1781, is one of the city’'s most notable buildings. It
once was the burial spot for Potemkin, a favorite of Catherine the Great's who exerted
Russian control through the southeast parts of modern Ukraine and engineered the 1784
annexation of Crimea from the Crimean Khanate.

Potemkin became the governor general of what was called "New Russia.” His name
entered popular speech because of stories, now widely doubted, that he erected fake
settlements called “Potemkin villages” to impress Catherine during her long journey
through Crimea and the southern territories.

In September, at a Kremlin ceremony marking Russian’s illegal annexation of four
occupied or partially occupied Ukraine provinces, President Vladimir Putin referenced the
concept of New Russia and noted that both Catherine and Potemkin had founded cities
there.

Moscow-backed authorities had Potemkin’s remains removed during the city’s eight-
month occupation. Russian forces withdrew from Kherson in November as Ukrainian
soldiers gained ground in their attempt to take back the regions Putin annexed.

The Russian retreat instantly made the city a target of daily Russian attacks, most of
them involving artillery and drones sent from Russian-held territory across the Dnieper
River. The relentless strikes often result in reports of civilian casualties.

The Ukrainian president’s office said two people were killed over the past day in Russian
attacks — one in eastern Ukraine’s Donetsk province and one in Zaporizhzhia province.

The Ukrainian air force said Russia launched a wave of 15 Shahed exploding drones
against the Kyiv region but all were shot down. The governor of the capital region,
Ruslan Kravchenko, said there were no injuries or damage.
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Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said that Russia so far has launched at least
1,961 Shahed drones, adding that “a significant number of them have been shot down.”

“Unfortunately, not all of them,” he said in a nightly video address to the nation, noting
that Ukraine has been talking to its Western allies to provide more air defense weapons.
“"We are working to shoot down more - to shoot down as many as possible. We are
working to have more air defense systems.”

Ukraine’s military also continued to launch attack drones deep into Russia. The Russian
Defense Ministry said seven Ukrainian drones were downed in the Kaluga region, about
150 kilometers (90 miles) south of Moscow, the latest incident following attacks that
twice hit buildings in the Russian capital that house some government ministries.

Kaluga Gov. Vladislav Shapsha reported another drone was shot down later Thursday.

The deputy chair of Russia’s Security Council, Dmitry Medvedev, said Thursday that
231,000 men have enlisted in the Russian army as contract soldiers since Jan. 1.
Medvedev made the remarks at a meeting on expanding the army just months after
Russian authorities launched a massive campaign to entice more men to sign military
contracts.

Moscow is seeking to boost its forces in Ukraine and to bring the size of its army to 1.5
million troops. Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu declared in December that the
country needs that many soldiers “to fulfill tasks to ensure Russia’s security.”

Jim Heintz and Dasha Litvinova contributed to this report from Tallinn, Estonia.

110 damaged religious sites inspected and documented
by UNESCO

By Willy Fautré, director of Human Rights Without Frontiers
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A fallen dome lies near the Church of the Holy Mother of God ( ‘Jo of All Who orrow’),
destroyed by a Russian aerial bomb on January 18, 2023 in Bohorodychne, Ukraine.
Global Images Ukraine
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UNESCO Shie/d'Emblem pfote&tihé r'eligious” and cultural property

HRWF (18.05.2023) - As of 17 May 2023, UNESCO has verified damage to 256 sites
since 24 February 2022 - 110 religious sites, 22 museums, 92 buildings of historical
and/or artistic interest, 19 monuments, 12 libraries, 1 Archive.

Report of the Ukrainian Institute for Religious Freedom (January 2023)

As a result of the full-scale Russian invasion of Ukraine, at_least 494 religious
buildings, theological institutions, and sacred places were wholly destroyed, damaged,
or looted by the Russian military, according to the Ukrainian Institute for Religious
Freedom (IRF).

IRF presented this last updated data on the impact of the war on Ukrainian religious
communities on January 31 and February 1 during the Summit on International
Religious Freedom (IRF Summit 2023) held in Washington, D.C.

Most churches, mosques, and synagogues were destroyed in Donetsk region (at least
120) and Luhansk region (more than 70). The scale of destruction is also enormous in
Kyiv region (70), where desperate battles were fought in defense of the capital, and in
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Kharkiv region - more than 50 destroyed religious buildings. Russian air raids,
including those using Iranian drones, have affected almost all regions of Ukraine and
continue to this day.

Churches of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church (affiliated with the Moscow Patriarchate)
suffered the most from Russian aggression — at least 143 were destroyed.

The scale of destruction of evangelical church prayer houses is immense - at
least 170 in total, of which most affected were Evangelical Christian churches - 75,
Evangelical Baptist Christian prayer houses - 49, and Seventh-day Adventist churches
- 24,

The updated IRF data also contains information on the destruction of the Kingdom Halls
of Jehovah's Witnesses - a total of 94 religious buildings, of which seven were utterly
destroyed, 17 were severely damaged, and 70 were insignificantly damaged.

UNESCO'’s policy

UNESCO is conducting a preliminary damage assessment for cultural properties* by
cross-checking the reported incidents with multiple credible sources. These published
data which are regularly updated do not commit the Organization. UNESCO is also
developing, with its partner organizations, a mechanism for independent coordinated
assessment of data in Ukraine, including satellite image analysis, in line with provisions
of the 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of
Armed Conflict.

*The term “cultural property” refers to immovable cultural property as defined under
Article 1 of the 1954 Hague Convention, irrespective of its origin, ownership or status of
registration in the national inventory, and facilities and monuments dedicated to culture,

including memorials.

The Organization is in contact with Ukrainian authorities to mark cultural sites and
monuments with the distinctive “"Blue Shield” emblem of the 1954 Hague Convention for
the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict to avoid deliberate or
accidental damages.

Properties inscribed on World Heritage list, such as the site of “Kyiv: Saint-Sophia
Cathedral and Related Monastic Buildings, Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra”, are considered a
priority.

Comment of Audrey Azoulay, UNESCO Director-General

The first challenge is to mark cultural heritage sites and monuments and recall their special status as
protected areas under international law.

To date, no UNESCO World Heritage site appears to have been damaged.

UNESCO also assisted the Ukrainian authorities in marking cultural sites with the
distinctive blue shield emblem. This symbol indicates that the property is protected under
the 1954 Hague Convention. Therefore, any infringement is considered a violation of
international law and can be prosecuted. It should also be noted that none of the seven

UNESCO World Heritage sites have been affected to date.

Laying the foundations for future reconstruction
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By recording and documenting the damage and destruction of cultural sites, UNESCO not
only warns of the seriousness of the situation, but also prepares for future
reconstruction. Although it is still too early to start work, the UN organization has already
created a fund dedicated to actions in support of Ukraine and has launched an appeal for
contributions to its Member States for a rapid response.

List of damaged religious and cultural sites per region as of 17 May 2023 (See
the details of the list below HERE)

Donetsk Region: 71 damaged sites
Kharkiv Region: 55 damaged sites
Kyiv Region: 38 damaged sites
Luhansk Region: 32 damaged sites
Chernihiv Region: 17 damaged sites
Sumy Region: 12 damaged sites
Zaporizhia Region: 11 damaged sites
Mykolaiv Region: 7 damaged sites
Kherson Region: 4 damaged sites
Zhytomyr Region: 3 damaged sites
Vinnytsia Ragion: 2 damaged sites
Dnipropetrovk Region: 1 damaged site
Odesa Region: 1 damaged site

Previous assessments and some UNESCO declarations

On 23 June 2022, according to the checks carried out by UNESCO’s experts, 152
cultural sites had been partially or totally destroyed as a result of the fighting, including
70 religious buildings, 30 historical buildings, 18 cultural centres, 15 monuments, 12
museums and seven libraries.

Comment of Audrey Azoulay, UNESCO Director-General

"These repeated attacks on Ukrainian cultural sites must stop. Cultural heritage, in all its
forms, should not be targeted under any circumstances. I reiterate my call for the
respect of international humanitarian law, in particular the Hague Convention for the
Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict.”

On 8 March 2022, UNESCO published a statement saying it was in permanent contact

with all relevant institutions, as well as with Ukrainian cultural professionals, to assess
the situation and to reinforce the protection of cultural properties.

UNESCO provided technical advice to cultural professionals in the field to protect
buildings. Inventory works and shelters were identified to secure objects that could be
moved, and fire-fighting measures were reinforced.

Comment of Audrey Azoulay, UNESCO Director-General
We must safeqguard the cultural heritage in Ukraine, as a testimony of the past but also

as a catalyst for peace and cohesion for the future, which the international community
has a duty to protect and preserve.

UNESCO Press contact: Thomas Mallard +33145682293
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Ukraine’s holiest site is battleground in campaign to
erase Russian influence

By Ian Lovett

Wall Street Journal (10.05.2023) - For years, Pavlo Lebid embodied the Russian
Orthodox Church’s power in Ukraine’s capital.

One of the highest-ranking officials in the church’s Ukrainian branch, with the title
“Metropolitan,” he rode around in luxury cars and was captured on video questioning the
authority of police to ticket him. His portrait was painted onto a wall of a cathedral at the
Kyiv Monastery of the Caves, Ukraine’s holiest site, where he is abbot. Residents dubbed
him “Pasha Mercedes.”

Now, Metropolitan Pavlo is wearing an ankle bracelet, charged with supporting the
Russian invasion and confined to house arrest while Ukrainian officials try to wrest
control of the monastery, known locally as the Lavra, from him.

The crackdown at the Lavra is the boldest step Ukrainian officials have taken in their
effort to rid the country of Russian influences.

Since Russia first covertly invaded Ukraine in 2014, Kyiv has passed laws promoting the
use of Ukrainian, instead of Russian, in media and public life. Statues celebrating Russian
writers and artists have been toppled.

But the Russian-aligned church, officially known as the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the
Moscow Patriarchate, has been difficult to dislodge. Though the Orthodox Church of
Ukraine, a Kyiv-based denomination with no ties to Russia, is now the country’s largest
religious group, millions of Ukrainians still belong to Moscow Patriarchate churches.

Moscow Patriarchate officials are fighting efforts to evict them. They say they cut all
remaining ties with Russia last May, after Patriarch Kirill, the leader of the Russian
Orthodox Church, came out in support of the invasion, calling it a Holy War.

“"We feel betrayed by our own government,” said Archimandrite Mitrofan Bozhko, a priest
at the Lavra. “If some people committed crimes, then deal with them personally. Don't
ban the whole church. Our parishioners are on the front line fighting in this war.”

Ukraine-aligned religious figures say that many members of the Russian branch of the
church are loyal citizens trying to practice their traditional faith. But they accuse top
leaders of playing into Moscow’s expansionist ambitions.

“The Moscow Patriarchate uses the Lavra for spreading the ideology of the ‘Russian
world,” which is the basis for Russia’s invasion,” Archbishop Yevstratiy, a spokesman for
the Orthodox Church of Ukraine, said in an interview. “They use their influence in the
Orthodox Church as a weapon of hybrid war.”

Ukraine’s security service, known as the SBU, says the Moscow Patriarchate remains a
nest of spies and Russian sympathizers.

Since the full-scale invasion began last year, criminal charges have been filed against 61
Moscow Patriarchate priests. Seven have been convicted on charges that range from
spreading Russian propaganda to spying on Ukrainian forces. A government investigation
in January found no evidence that the denomination had formally cut ties to Russia or
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changed its governance structure, which has long recognized the Russian Orthodox
patriarch as its top spiritual authority.

“This is about national security,” Mykhailo Podolyak, an adviser to Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky, said recently on Ukrainian television. The leaders of the
Moscow Patriarchate, he said, “have always directly or indirectly supported Russian
aggression against Ukraine.”

The Russian Orthodox Patriarchate has for centuries claimed religious jurisdiction over
Ukraine. During the Soviet era, the Moscow Patriarchate was the only recognized church
in the country. A new church, known as the Kyiv Patriarchate, sprouted following
Ukraine’s independence in 1991.

That church was unrecognized by global Orthodoxy, and the Moscow Patriarchate
remained predominant and retained control of many of the country’s holiest sites,
including the Lavra.

The situation started to change after Russia seized Crimea in 2014 and secretly sent
paramilitaries and then its regular army into eastern Ukraine.

Russian President Vladimir Putin had placed the Russian Orthodox Church at the center of
his efforts to rebuild Moscow’s influence in countries such as Ukraine that Moscow used
to rule. The Russian invasion turned many Ukrainians against it.

Congregations across the country began decamping to the Kyiv Patriarchate, which has
an almost identical liturgy but considers independence from Russia one of its core tenets.
That process accelerated after Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, who as 270th
Archbishop to the Church of Constantinople is the foremost Orthodox leader, granted
Ukraine its own church in 2019.

The Moscow Patriarchate, by contrast, continued to hold services in Russian and, until
last May, blessed Patriarch Kirill during public worship. Its priests dismiss the Kyiv-based
church, known formally as the Orthodox Church of Ukraine, as canonically illegitimate.

In Ukraine, the Kyiv-based church is winning out. Before the full-scale invasion began
last year, 34% of Ukrainians identified as members of the Kyiv Patriarchate, while only
14% belonged to Moscow Patriarchate churches. Hundreds more churches have left the
Moscow Patriarchate since then: A poll last summer found that only 4% of Ukrainians
now identify as part of Moscow Patriarchate.

Though the Moscow Patriarchate has condemned the invasion, many Ukrainians question
why the church didn’t distance itself from Russia far sooner.

“This is the 10th year of war,” said Yaryna Arieva, a 22-year-old resident of Kyiv. “All
churches that work with Patriarch Kirill should be shut down.”

Even as its numbers have dropped, the Moscow Patriarchate retains influence, especially
in Ukraine’s predominantly Russian-speaking regions. Last year the Kremlin put Moscow
Patriarchate churches at the center of its propaganda campaign, claiming that Russian
Orthodox believers in Ukraine were being suppressed.

Archimandrite Afanasiy Burdyukh, a Moscow Patriarchate priest in Kherson, said that
Russian-installed officials approached him shortly after they seized the city in March

2022.
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First they asked permission to distribute humanitarian aid at the church, then showed up
with a film crew to document it. Next they told him to say that Kherson was historically a
Russian city in his sermons. Ultimately, he said, officials pushed him to encourage
parishioners to vote in favor of joining the Russian Federation in the sham referendum
held in September.

“Convince them that Russia coming is a blessing,” he recalls the men telling him. He
added, “the Russians’ idea was that the church was a source of information that people
would accept without question. It was important to them to control this source.”

Father Afanasiy said he never fulfilled these requests, but that many priests complied,
including one from his church, Father Maksim Tarasenko.

“He would say, ‘We have the same past. We have the same motherland,’ ” Vitaly Stasiyk,
a security guard at the church, said of Father Maksim, adding that he often referenced
Kyivan Rus, a state founded in Kyiv more than a millennium ago that President Putin has
invoked in his argument that Russia and Ukraine are historically the same country.
Father Maksim didn’t respond to requests for comment.

When Russian forces pulled out of Kherson in November, Father Maksim fled across the
river with them, as did many other Moscow Patriarchate priests. One Kherson priest was
photographed at the Kremlin for a ceremony to commemorate the claimed annexation of
four Ukrainian regions.

In the northeastern Kharkiv region, the rector of a Moscow Patriarchate church in Izyum
has been accused of publicly blessing the Russian military convoy. Another priest, in the
eastern Luhansk region, was convicted of high treason for sending information about
Ukrainian military positions to the invading army; he is one of three priests who have
been sent to Russia as part of a prisoner swap, according to Ukrainian military
intelligence.

Ukraine is now trying to dismantle the Moscow Patriarchate.

Mr. Zelensky late last year ordered parliament to draft a law barring “religious
organizations affiliated with centers of influence in the Russian Federation” from
operating in Ukraine; a draft law has been introduced, but parliament hasn’t yet voted on
the bill.

Last month, officials in the western city of Khmelnytskiy voted to evict the Moscow
Patriarchate from their cathedral, after a priest and parishioners were filmed beating a
Ukrainian soldier. Nine regional legislatures later voted to ban the Moscow Patriarchate
entirely.

Moscow Patriarchate officials say the bans amount to an illegal attack on their religious
freedom and have sued to stop the evictions.

Metropolitan Clement of Nizhyn and Pryluki, a spokesman for the Moscow Patriarchate,
conceded that some priests have aided the Russian occupation, but said this makes the
church no different from any number of other Ukrainian institutions—including the SBU
itself.

“In Kherson, lots of police went over to Russia. But no one talks about banning the

police—only our church,” he said. “It’s political persecution. The goal is to take from one
denomination and give to another that’s supported by the state.”

Human Rights Without Frontiers FORB Newsletter | Ukraine m



He added, “The government wants to divert attention from the large number of
casualties at the front with this soap opera with monks.”

The Lavra case is becoming a defining test of Ukraine’s efforts to root out Russian
influences.

Founded in the 11th century on cliffs overlooking the Dnipro River, the Lavra is
considered the cradle of Slavic Orthodox Christianity. Orthodox believers have long come
from across Eastern Europe to see the remains of saints buried in the Lavra’s catacombs.

Like most historic churches in Ukraine, the property is owned by the state, but the
Moscow Patriarchate has held the lease since Soviet times.

The investigation into the Lavra began last fall, after a video filmed there showed
parishioners singing a hymn celebrating Russia’s “awakening.”

Metropolitan Pavlo is accused of spreading Russian ideology.

In a recording released by the SBU, he encouraged a woman to keep mentioning
Patriarch Kirill during worship, which the denomination forbade last May, saying he’d do
the same. On another tape, he says residents of Kherson were welcoming the Russian
occupation. “There are already Russian flags everywhere and everything else,” he said,
“and the people are satisfied.” A search of his home found a Russian coat of arms.

At a court appearance in April, Metropolitan Pavlo called the charges against him
politically motivated.

From house arrest, he posted a video on YouTube calling on Moscow Patriarchate
parishioners to fight to keep hold of their church buildings.

“Listen to no one. Keep your sanctuaries. Don’t abandon them. And woe to those
mothers of children who destroy temples,” he said. "Church destroyers,” he warned, will
be punished for seven generations.

In Russia, the Moscow Patriarchate priests at the Lavra are a cause celebre. Patriarch
Kirill denounced efforts to evict monks. The Russian foreign ministry called for
Metropolitan Pavlo’s release. “He is taking on the likeness of a martyr for the Orthodox
faith,” the ministry said in a statement.

Ukraine’s government has already taken control of the Lavra’s cathedral, after the
Moscow church’s lease expired at the end of last year. The Orthodox Church of Ukraine
now holds services there.

Reclaiming the Lavra’s monastery, where the Moscow Patriarch holds a long-term lease,
has been tougher.

Ukraine’s ministry of culture says the Moscow Patriarchate broke its lease by altering
some of the Lavra’s historic buildings. The church challenged the ruling in court, and a
judge dismissed the case. Metropolitan Pavlo repeatedly instructed the monks not to
leave, and some 200 of them refuse to move out.

In recent weeks, parishioners have held vigil outside the Lavra to protest the monks’
eviction. Counter protesters often stand a few feet away, demanding the Moscow

Patriarchate leave.
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“The Ukrainian government thinks the Lavra is state property,” said Father Valery
Kravets, a priest at the Lavra, during a recent protest. "But the Lavra wasn’t built by the
state. It was built by the parish and monks.”

Nikita Nikolaienko contributed to this article.

Photo 1: Activists supporting the government’s effort to expel monks from the Lavra
demonstrate in April. PHOTO: ROMAN PILIPEY/GETTY IMAGES

Photo 2: Adherents of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, accused by Ukrainian officials of
retaining ties to the Russian Orthodox Church, gather in front of the
monastery. PHOTO: ROMAN PILIPEY/GETTY IMAGES

UOC priests visit Ukrainian military on the front line

Clerics of the UOC handed over clothes, heaters, medicine and food to Ukrainian
Armed Forces soldiers and residents of frontline areas of the Donbas.

Union of Orthodox Journalists (23.02.2023) - The UOC priests visited hot spots in Kharkiv
and Donetsk regions that are in the war zone as part of the “Mission of Mercy” project,
reports the press service of the UOC Department for Social and Humanitarian Issues.
During the trip, UOC clergy and parishioners handed over humanitarian aid to residents
of the settlements of Kurakhovo, Zarechye and Torske.

"The priests visited Kurakhovo, where refugees from Maryinka and Uhledar are hiding,
and also handed over humanitarian aid to the Sviatogorsk Lavra, the Skete of St. John of
Shanghai in Adamivka, to Izium, Slaviansk, Kramatorsk, Liman, Pokrovske and
Selidovo," the press service said.

The priests also visited three combat units of the Ukrainian Armed Forces fighting in the
Bakhmut, Svatovsk and Uhledar directions. Ukrainian soldiers received trench candles,
power supplies, warm clothes, medicines, food and stoves.

As reported, UOC aid was delivered to war-affected areas of the Donbas.

"Mission of Mercy”: UOC aid delivered to war-affected areas

Union of Orthodox Journalists (03.02.2023) - Priests of the Kyiv Eparchy delivered
humanitarian aid to the most war-affected areas of Donetsk and Kharkiv regions for local
residents and AFU military in the "Mission of Mercy" project of the UOC Department for
Social and Humanitarian Affairs.

According to the Telegram channel "Church Helps", within three days, from January 31 to
February 2, 2023, the participants of the humanitarian mission visited the cities of Izium,
Kupiansk, Sviatogorsk, the villages of Zarichne, Kamyanka, Dolyna, Torske, and
Ivanchukivka. These settlements survived shelling and occupation, and fighting is still
going on in some of them.

The priests brought more than a ton of humanitarian kits, 400 kg of salt and sugar each,
sweets, clothing, painkillers and antipyretic medicines. AFU soldiers and the mobile
hospital received canned meat, energy drinks and candy bars.
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"Our spiritual Mission of Mercy continues. With the blessing of the Primate of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church, His Beatitude Metropolitan Onuphry and the Synodal
Department for Social and Humanitarian Affairs of the Kyiv Eparchy, we delivered a
humanitarian cargo for those most affected by war," said Archpriest Andriy Dvorovyi,
Head of the Social Ministry and Charity Department of the Kyiv Eparchy of the UOC. “The
Scripture says it is ‘more blessed to give than to receive’ (Acts 20:35). True riches are
measured not by what you have accumulated and spent on yourself, but by how much
you have given. What we have accumulated in heaven is a true treasure. Hurry up to do
good."

As reported, UOC priests from the frontline towns of Siversk and Chasiv Yar delivered
and distributed humanitarian aid collected in Kyiv and Boryspil eparchies to their fellow
countrymen under shelling.

Humanitarian assistance of the Kyiv Diocese of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church/
Moscow Patriarchate (UOC/MP) to Ukrainian civilians and soldiers

On 14 December 2022, Metropolitan Onuphrius of Kyiv and All Ukraine held the annual
diocesan meeting of the clergy of the Kyiv Diocese during which figures were publicized
about their humanitarian assistance to Ukrainian civilians in regions hit by the war:

Almost 600 people who were forced to leave their homes in the zone of active hostilities
received shelter in the parishes of the Kyiv Diocese. In addition, 263,000 servings of hot
lunches, more than 15 tons of products and food kits, medicines were distributed, and
one million hryvnias were collected.

Our clergy helped evacuate people. Thus, Archpriest Borys Kovalchuk, abbot of the
Church of the Great Martyr Demetrius of Thessaloniki, village of Pylypovychi, Borodyan
District, took more than one and a half thousand people out of shelling.

For the needs of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, 4 cars and funds in the amount of more
than 240 thousand hryvnias were transferred from the Kyiv diocese. 31 tons of food
products and medicines worth more than 40 thousand hryvnias were
collected. Ammunition worth almost 400,000 hryvnias was purchased. 200 kilograms of
wax and paraffin for the production of so-called trench candles were also handed over.

Through the joint efforts of the clergy and faithful of the Kyiv Diocese, humanitarian aid
is constantly organized and delivered to other dioceses to victims of hostilities, as well as
to the de-occupied territories of Kherson Oblast, Kharkiv Oblast, Donetsk Oblast and
other liberated regions.

In particular, seven trips were made to the Holy Assumption Lavra, two to Liman. 100
tons of coal, 32,000 liters of fuel, 40 tons of other cargo, including food products for
long-term storage, clothes and mattresses, etc., were transferred to Lavra. 6 tons of
coal, 6 generators and foodstuffs were transferred to Lyman and Kherson. Such
assistance continues to be provided.

It should be noted that the teachers and students of the Kyiv Theological Schools, as well
as the brothers of the Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra, the Ionyn Monastery, have repeatedly
participated in the formation of a blood bank for victims of military operations and
wounded defenders of Ukraine.

On October 14, the Day of Defenders of Ukraine, as well as on December 6, the Day of
the Armed Forces of Ukraine, the clergy of the capital visited wounded servicemen in
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Kyiv hospitals and congratulated them on the holiday and handed over help for
treatment.

In general, the Kyiv Diocese together with the department of social work and charity
provided assistance this year:

- funds in the amount of one and a half million hryvnias;

- food products and hygiene products - more than 125 tons;

- food sets - 1300 pieces;

- medicines in the amount of 140 thousand hryvnias;

-clothing - 47 tons;

- ammunition for the military in the amount of 400 thousand hryvnias;
- cars for the Armed Forces and territorial defense - 4 pieces.

Of course, today we can only make interim summaries of social work, because the war is
still going on. I thank all of you, and through you, your parishioners, volunteers and
benefactors - everyone who, with their own strength and funds, sacrifices themselves,
joins the cause of charity, the protection of our Motherland. Good deeds are the only
wealth that everyone will take with them into eternity and that will determine the future
fate of the soul. We pray that these good deeds become a guarantee of eternal life with
God.

Exchange rate: 1 EUR = 40 hryvnias
HRWF Comment

The UOC has distanced itself from the Russian Orthodox Church (ROC) due to the
support of Patriarch Kirill to Putin’s war on Ukraine. It has recently revised its statutes to
strengthen its complete autonomy and independence from Moscow. The UOC has no
representative in the ROC in Moscow but it has not seceded from it and it has hereby
preserved its canonical status. A bill has been tabled at the Parliament to ban it. As of
today, President Zelensky has not taken any position about the draft law. See the
analysis of Dr Aaron Rhodes on this issue.

Law enforcers open nearly 60 criminal cases against UOC
representatives

The Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) has reported in response to a media
query about the launched criminal cases against the church ministers
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Union of Orthodox Journalists (23.02.2023) - The SBU said that since the beginning of
the large-scale invasion of Ukraine by the Russian Federation, they opened about 60
cases against representatives of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, reports Ukrinform.

"We report that there are currently registered almost sixty criminal proceedings against
the requested category of persons and the court issued seven guilty verdicts," the SBU
officials said.

As reported, earlier the GUR (the Defence Intelligence of the Ministry of Defence of
Ukraine) reported that on February 16, 2023, during another exchange of prisoners, the
Ukrainian side gave to the RF a priest convicted for seven years from the village of
Yarova of the Horlivka Eparchy of the UOC, Archpriest Nikolai Zirka.

Almost 500 religious sites destroyed as a result of
Russian aggression
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IRF (03.02.2023) - https://irs.in.ua/p/139 - As a result of the full-scale Russian
invasion of Ukraine, at least 494 religious buildings, theological institutions, and
sacred places were wholly destroyed, damaged, or looted by the Russian military.

The Ukrainian Institute for Religious Freedom presented this updated data on the
impact of the war on Ukrainian religious communities on January 31 and February 1
during the Summit on International Religious Freedom (IRF Summit 2023) held in
Washington, D.C.

According to the IRF Ukraine, since the presentation at last year's IRF Summit, in July
2022, the number of religious infrastructure facilities in Ukraine affected by
Russian aggression has more than doubled.

Most churches, mosques, and synagogues were destroyed in Donetsk region (at least
120) and Luhansk region (more than 70). The scale of destruction is also enormous in
Kyiv region (70), where desperate battles were fought in defense of the capital, and in
Kharkiv region - more than 50 destroyed religious buildings. Russian air raids,
including those using Iranian drones, have affected almost all regions of Ukraine and

continue to this day.
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The Institute for Religious Freedom also documented many cases of seizure of
religious buildings in Ukraine and their further use as Russian military bases
or to conceal the firing positions of Russian troops. This tactic of the Russian
military provokes an increase in the scale of destruction of religious sites in Ukraine.

Churches of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church (affiliated with the Moscow Patriarchate)
suffered the most from Russian aggression — at least 143 were destroyed.

The scale of destruction of evangelical church prayer houses is immense - at
least 170 in total, of which most affected were Evangelical Christian churches - 75,
Evangelical Baptist Christian prayer houses - 49, and Seventh-day Adventist churches
- 24,

The updated IRF data now contains information on the destruction of the Kingdom Halls
of Jehovah's Withesses - a total of 94 religious buildings, of which seven were utterly
destroyed, 17 were severely damaged, and 70 were insignificantly damaged.

The Institute for Religious Freedom also documented targeted attacks on religious
figures and believers by the Russian military and intelligence services,
primarily in the occupied territories of Ukraine.

In his speech at the summit, IRF executive director Dr. Maksym Vasin stated that
believers and clergy often became targets for the Russian occupation authorities
because of the Ukrainian language, belonging to a different denomination than the
Orthodoxy of the Moscow Patriarchate, or for any other manifestation of Ukrainian
identity.

During the Russian occupation, believers of evangelical churches in Ukraine
(Pentecostals, Baptists, Adventists, Charismatics, etc.) are particularly
affected. Russian soldiers repeatedly threatened the total physical destruction of all
evangelical believers, calling them "American spies," "sectarians," and "enemies of the
Russian Orthodox people.”

Valentyn Syniy, the rector of the Tavriski Christian Institute, which was entirely
destroyed by the Russian military, testified on this at the IRF Summit 2023 in
Washington, D.C.

One Russian officer told an employee of our institute that "evangelical believers like
you should be completely destroyed since you are sectarians and American spies.
But a simple shooting will be too easy for you. You need to be buried alive.”

Dmitry Bodyu, a pastor of the Word of Life Church in Melitopol, Zaporizhzhia region,
shared his personal story of Russian captivity with the IRF Summit participants. The
Russian military seized the church building, and he was imprisoned and told that he
would soon be killed. The pastor was able to escape from a Russian prison and
evacuate, but for local evangelical believers under Russian occupation, a deadly threat
remains.

Also, pastor Bodyu mentioned in his speech that the Russian occupation authorities
illegally imprisoned two Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church clergymen in Berdiansk of
Zaporizhzhia region. They are Ivan Levitskyi and Bohdan Geleta, who have been in
prison for more than three months and are tortured and charged arbitrarily with

terrorism and assistance.
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During the IRF Summit, a separate panel discussion dedicated to Ukraine was held,
which was also attended by the first deputy chairman of the All-Ukrainian Union of the
Churches of Evangelical Christians-Baptists Igor Bandura, first deputy senior bishop of
the Ukrainian Pentecostal Church Anatoliy Kozachok, president of the Union of Jewish
Religious Organizations of Ukraine Rabbi Yaakov Dov Bleich, Bishop of the Roman
Catholic Church in Ukraine Oleksandr Yazlovetskiy, archpriest of the Orthodox
Church of Ukraine Father Andrii Dudchenko and Board Chairman of the Institute for
Religious Freedom Oleksandr Zaiets.

In September 2022, the Ukrainian Institute for Religious Freedom published the report
"Russian attacks on religious freedom in Ukraine" and video evidence of Russian war
crimes against Ukrainian religious communities: https://bit.ly/2022-1RF-video-
testimonies.

The updated research, recently presented in Washington, D.C., was carried out by the
IRF Ukraine with the support of the peacebuilding movement PAX (Netherlands) and
Mission Eurasia (USA).

With Orthodoxy torn apart in Ukraine, mediation is
needed to heal it

While Ukrainian religious organizations are heroically engaged in humanitarian
efforts, a conflict within Orthodoxy threatens the unity upon which the
country’s future depends.

By Aaron Rhodes

Bitter Winter (07.02.2023) - Ukraine is in an existential struggle for the lives of its
citizens and its existence as a sovereign state. The 1750 branches of the Ukrainian
Pentecostal Church pull together with a wide range of partners to assist internally
displaced persons (IDPs) and to manufacture heating stoves. Their volunteers, and those
of other congregations like the Victory Church, and the Roman Catholic Caritas-Spes
work on the very edge of combat zones, as close as the military will allow. Volunteers
have been killed transporting food to liberated areas of the country where basic services
have been destroyed, and Russian bombs still fall.

Aid is both humanitarian and spiritual. According to Senior Pentecostal Bishop Mykhailo
Panochko, “The government can’t do anything for the soul.”Ukraine is a religious country,
with over 70 percent of the population declaring themselves believers. A substantial
majority cleave to Eastern Orthodoxy, yet the humanitarian and spiritual efforts of those
churches in the current crisis are overshadowed by the conflict between the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church/ Moscow Patriarchate (UOC) and the Orthodox Church of Ukraine/
Constantinople Patriarchate (OCU).

The poisonous roots of this problem were planted by Stalin’s murderous policies toward
Ukraine. As observed by the OCU Archbishop Yevstratiy, Stalin, noting that Kyiv was a
“city of churches,” destroyed many in his efforts to make Kyiv a “city of socialism.”
Indeed, from the window of Yevstratiy’s austere office one sees the beautiful St.
Michael’s Monastery, but it is not the original one, built in the Middle Ages. That was

leveled by the Soviets.
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Stalin reversed his original ban on Orthodoxy when he saw its subversive political
potential. He turned the Russian Orthodox Church into an instrument of Soviet
centralization and the KGB. Under the rule of former KGB officer Vladimir Putin, the
politicization of the Church, while not endorsed by all Russian Orthodox clergy, is now
reflected in Moscow Patriarch Kirill's virulent pro-war utterances, including
his promise that dying in the service of Russia’s assault on Ukraine “washes away all
sins.”

As Ukraine broke away from the Soviet Union and sought to reclaim its identity as an
independent European state, not under Russia’s thumb, the ties between the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church and the Moscow Patriachate became a troublesome legacy of the
Stalinist politicization of the faith. It is one no more easily solved than many other
structural and mental legacies of Soviet totalitarianism. Subordination of Orthodox
churches to central power structures is uncanonical.

The construction of a collective Ukrainian identity at the heart of the intra-
Orthodox conflict

The Orthodox Church of Ukraine (OCU) was established in 2018 as an effort to
strengthen the identity of the Ukrainian people. On 5 January 2019, it was granted
the tomos of autocephaly (decree of ecclesial independence) by the Ecumenical
Patriarchate of Constantinople in Istanbul. Epiphanius Dumenko, its
primate, explained that, "We must move away from those Russian imperial traditions
that have been imposed on us for a long time.”

Especially in the context of Russia’s 2014 attack and occupation of parts of Ukraine,
including Crimea, a number of UOC parishes changed their allegiance.

While some UOC clergy have voiced support for Russia during the new episode of the war
reignited last February—several have been charged with collaboration—UOC church
leaders have insisted on their loyalty to the Ukrainian government. They insist that they
have established legal independence from Moscow and made it explicit in a new charter.
But OCU officials stress that it has still not been published and say that the claim of
independence is a deception. There are competing sets of facts, and deep suspicions
abound.

Legislation is now under consideration that is bringing this division to a head. According
to religious scholar Viktor Yelensky, who heads the government’s State Service for
Ethnopolitics and Freedom of Conscience, it will ensure that churches aligned with the
Moscow Patriarchate will be sued in court, the draft laws focussing on institutions, not
individuals. The legislation is seen by its proponents not as a “ban” on any religious
activity or expression, but rather as an effort to free churches from foreign domination
and influence.

The Urgency of Mediation

Yelenski said the legislation has broad popular support, but both Ukraine’s friends and its
enemies see problems. No less an authority on intra-orthodox relations than Donald
Trump Jr. weighed in with a Tweet, breathlessly announcing that “Zelensky is banning
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church.” One of Ukraine’s leading human rights activists,
Yevgeniy Zakharov of the Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group, said he thought the
bills were “a mistake” that would impose restrictions on millions of believers because of
the crimes of a handful.
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What is most worrying is the divisive potential of the current course of action. Oleksandr
Bakhov, priest and head of the legal department in the Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC)
and Member of Parliament, said the legislation “splits up society” and “benefits Russia.”
Ukrainian authorities, spurred on by the passions of war, seem to be walking into a trap
that will, indeed, be a gift to Russia and Russian propagandists in the West, where
support is shaky.

In this situation, friends of Ukraine, and institutions trusted by both sides, need to step in
and establish mediation aimed at bringing the disputing parties together. In our
conversations in Kyiv, representatives of both sides evinced skepticism about the
potential for dialogue. They need the services of expert mediators who can help establish
a framework for discussion and build confidence. They need expert legal advice, for
example from the Venice Commission, to check the compatibility of any proposed
legislation with principles of the Rule of Law and religious freedom norms as enshrined in
the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR), and in the standards agreed to in the
Helsinki process. Time is running short.

Photo: Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew handing the tomos of autocephaly of the
Orthodox Church of Ukraine (OCU) to Metropolitan Epiphanius. Credits.

Draft law better than others, freedom of religion or belief
concerns remain

Dmytro Vovk, @VovkDmytro

Forum 18 (02.02.2023) - The Ukrainian government has produced a draft law
prohibiting the operation of religious organisations affiliated with "centres of
influence of religious organisations or associations with ruling centres” in
Russia, but imposing an obligation on the state to prove any affiliation in court.
The draft law in its present form raises freedom of religion or belief concerns. If
adopted and implemented it may significantly change the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church, which is historically and ecclesiastically linked to the Moscow
Patriarchate.

The Russia-Ukraine war, starting with the annexation in 2014 of Crimea and the military
conflict in Eastern Ukraine, and continuing with Russia's February 2022 full-scale
invasion, has had a tremendous impact on freedom of religion or belief and other related
human rights in the region. Murders, tortures, forced detention, and forced displacement
of religious leaders and believers of many faiths, serious freedom of religion or belief and
other human rights violations inspired and directed by Russian proxies, as well as
expropriations of religious properties have become the reality in Ukrainian territories
occupied by Russia since 2014.
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Liturgy in Orthodox Church of Ukraine parish, Stara Pryluka, 1 January 2023
Visem [CC BY-SA 4.0]

Since Russia's renewed February 2022 full-scale invasion of Ukraine, Russia has up to
January 2023 also destroyed or damaged up to 400 religious properties belonging to
Orthodox, Protestant, Catholic, Jewish, and Islamic religious communities. Around half of
these have been estimated by Ruslan Khalikov of the Religion on Fire Project to belong to
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC), which is historically and ecclesiastically linked to
the Moscow Patriarchate.

Freedom of religion or belief violations in the Ukrainian territories Russia has occupied
since 2014 have not followed one pattern. In occupied Crimea the Russian government
has forcibly imposed Russian laws and restrictions on exercising human rights, including
freedom of religion or belief. In occupied eastern Ukraine serious violations of freedom of
religion and belief have also taken place, which have included violence by Russian
military and paramilitary groups.

Russia in 2023 is now following a more coordinated approach to impose the full range
of Russian restrictions on the exercise of freedom of religion or belief across all the
Russian-occupied areas of Ukraine.

The Ukrainian Orthodox Church and the Ukrainian government

On the territories under the Ukrainian government's control, Russia's 2014 attack on
Ukraine significantly changed the government's relationship with the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church (UOC). Under President Petro Poroshenko (who ruled from 2014 to 2019), the
Ukrainian government made a crucial contribution to the establishment of the UOC's
main rival in inter-Orthodox competition — the Orthodox Church of Ukraine (OCU). This
included government diplomatic support for the OCU's ecclesiastical recognition by the
Ecumenical Patriarchate in 2019.

Later in 2019, the Ukrainian parliament adopted two laws primarily affecting the UOC.
The first law sets up a decision-making process for religious communities aiming to
change their religious jurisdiction. The law requires that the decision of transition to a
different jurisdiction shall be made solely by members of the religious organisation. This
aims to prevent a practice common for both the UOC and the OCU when any changes to
Orthodox parishes' charters must be approved by the respective ruling bishops.

Despite the fact that this law is formally generally applicable, the first law's authors and
supporters did not conceal the fact that they passed the law to support the OCU, and that
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the law's prime goal is to simplify and encourage the transition of UOC communities to
the OCU.

The second law forces religious organisations and associations with "ruling centres" in
Russia to change their names in order to explicitly identify their links with Moscow. The
law also prohibits these organisations from sending their chaplains to the Ukrainian
Army. The second law was brought before the Ukrainian Constitutional Court, and in
December 2022 the court declared the law constitutional, which allowed the forced
renaming of religious communities.

Shift in Zelensky's attitude towards religious policy and the UOC

From May 2019, when President Volodymyr Zelensky took office, and during the first
months of Russia's February 2022 full-scale invasion, he did not develop a religious
policy. In April 2022, members of Zelensky's parliamentary party insisted that Parliament
would not consider a proposed ban on the UOC until the war was over, in order not to
provoke divisions within Ukrainian society.

Zelensky's attitude changed in autumn 2022, apparently under the pressure of claims -
some proven in court — of collaboration by some UOC clerics with the Russian military,
and growing support among the Ukrainian public for sanctions against the UOC.

In October - December 2022, the Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) searched UOC
properties and the homes of UOC clerics across the country. The SBU reportedly found
Russian propaganda material, evidence of Russian citizenship obtained by several UOC
clerics, as well as Russian army-issued food.

In December 2022, based on a decision of the National Security and Defence Council,
President Zelensky asked the Cabinet of Ministers to draft a law banning religious
organisations affiliated with Moscow. At the same time he emphasised that this law must
comply with international standards of freedom of religion or belief (FORB) and Ukraine's
obligations to the Council of Europe.

In his decree, the President also requires the State Service for Ethnic Policies and
Freedom of Conscience (SEPFP) to conduct a "religious expert examination" of the UOC
Charter's ecclesiastical links with the Moscow Patriarchate.

The Cabinet of Ministers also dismissed SEPFP head Olena Bogdan (regarded as being
basically neutral about religious policy). It replaced her with Viktor Yelensky, who was a
long-term public critic of the UOC and its leadership before his appointment.

The Government's draft law

The Cabinet of Ministers submitted its draft law to Parliament in mid-January 2023.
According to the head of the Parliamentary Committee on Humanitarian and Information
Policy, Mykyta Poturayev, the law is expected to be adopted in March.

Draft laws targeting the UOC were submitted by opposition parliamentary deputies in
March and November 2022. The March draft law imposed an automatic legislative ban on
religious organisations affiliated with Russia. The November draft went even further and
proposed, in addition to a full ban, a ban on any organisations except the Orthodox
Church of Ukraine (OCU) and organisations approved by the OCU from using the word
"Orthodox" in their title.

The government's draft law takes a different approach. It prohibits the operation of
religious organisations (associations) affiliated with "centres of influence of religious
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organisations or associations with ruling centres" in "states conducting armed aggression
against Ukraine" (a clear reference to Russia), but imposes on the state the obligation to
prove any such affiliation in court. In such cases the SEPFP is required to conduct a
religious expert examination identifying the affiliation with Moscow. Either the SEPFP or a
prosecutor must bring a case to a court, which would have the power to make a final
decision on whether to ban a religious organisation.

Freedom of religion or belief concerns

While being more moderate than the two earlier draft laws submitted by opposition
parliamentary deputies, the government's draft law still raises at least three concerns
from the FORB perspective.

- What is "affiliation with centres of influence"?
First, the concept of "affiliation with centres of influence" in Russia is quite vague.

If it could be legally proven that the Russian Orthodox Church (ROC) or the Russian
government had used the ROC to guide or compel UOC parishes, clergy or believers to
conduct illegal activities - for example to collaborate with the Russian army and secret
services - this can already lead to the state taking legally permissible action to defend
national security. This requires no special legislation such as the government's draft law.
The existing criminal and other public law already allows the prosecution of any individual
and entity involved in such illegal activities. As the Organisation for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE)'s Freedom of Religion or Belief and Security: Policy
Guidance notes: "Any wrongdoings on the part of individuals should, therefore, be
addressed through criminal, administrative or civil proceedings against that person,
rather than directed at the religious or belief community as a whole."

If affiliation means historical, symbolic or ecclesiastical links of a religious community to
Russia without any illegal activities conducted by communities, clerics or believers, the
affiliation can be publicly criticised. But such an affiliation is not in international law a
sufficient reason to impose legal bans on these communities.

- Banning or deregistering

This leads us to the second concern. As the OSCE / Council of Europe Venice Commission
Guidelines on the Legal Personality of Religious or Belief Communities note, international
standards and good practice demand that: "Considering the wide-ranging and significant
consequences that withdrawing the legal personality status of a religious or belief
organisation will have on its status, funding and activities, any decision to do so should
be a matter of last resort."

Similarly, "denial of legal personality or de-registration of a religious or belief community
should not be based on alleged threats to security, but be clearly based on evidence of
illegal acts by the religious or belief community in question," as the OSCE's Freedom of
Religion or Belief and Security: Policy Guidance notes. It adds that this "can only be
contemplated in cases of grave and repeated violations of endangering public order and if
lighter sanctions, such as a warning, a fine or withdrawal of tax benefits, cannot be
applied effectively".

So stripping a religious community of legal status can happen only when less restrictive
measures cannot adequately address security concerns. This could mean that
deregistration of a religious community can only legally happen when the entire
leadership or the majority of members - not just individual leaders or members - are
directly involved in illegal activities. "The fact that some individuals engage in such
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[illegal] acts is not an indication that an entire religious or belief community shares these
views or condones these activities," as the OSCE Freedom of Religion or Belief and
Security: Policy Guidance notes.

The ROC and its leadership has actively supported Vladimir Putin's aggression against
Ukraine, and the Russian government has pressured other Russian religious leaders to
support Putin's aggression against Ukraine. Ukraine's SBU has reported many cases of
UOC clerics justifying Russian aggression against Ukraine, the incitement of religious
hatred, and collaboration with Russian occupation forces.

In December 2022, UOC priest Fr Andriy Pavlenko (who had been convicted by a
Ukrainian court of spying for Russia) was exchanged with Russia in a prisoner exchange.

However, the UOC officially consists of about 11,000 communities, and they are all
separate legal entities connected with each other ecclesiastically but often not legally. To
ban or deregister the UOC, the state would have to prove in court that the leadership or
the majority of parishioners of each of the 11,000 parishes are involved in illegal
activities.

- "Expert examination”
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Metrobolitan Onufry (Berezovskyy), Kyiv, 8 May 2016
Sergento [CC BY-SA 4.0]

Finally, the concept of a religious "expert examination" is also vague and legally
questionable. Across the post-Soviet region, including in Belarus, occupied Crimea, and
Central Asian states such as Kazakhstan, "expert analyses" are often used to justify
freedom of religion or belief and other human rights violations, including jailing prisoners
of conscience.

The examination President Zelensky's December 2022 decree requires the SEPFP to
undertake is potentially problematic in international law, for as the OSCE / Council of
Europe Venice Commission Guidelines on the Legal Personality of Religious or Belief
Communities note: "the state should refrain from a substantive as opposed to a formal
review of the statute and character of a religious organisation".

The SEPFP's examination of links between the UOC and the ROC started quickly. The UOC
has challenged the impartiality of several engaged experts, claiming that they belong to
the OCU and are biased towards the UOC.
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On 1 February 2023, the SEPFP published the opinion of its group of experts about the
UOC's affiliation with the ROC. The experts point out that the Moscow Patriarchate does
not recognise the UOC as fully independent, and that there is no evidence that UOC
leader Metropolitan Onufry (Berezovskyy) has left the ROC's Synod. In addition, they
emphasise that no other Orthodox churches recognise the UOC as an independent
(autocephalous) church, and that the UOC has not sought this. The experts conclude that
the UOC remains a part of the ROC.

How is the government going to identify the "affiliation"?

The government's draft law contains no definition of "affiliation with centres of influence".
However, the 1991 Ukrainian Law on Freedom of Conscience and Religious Organisations
already defines "affiliation with ruling centres" in Russia for the purposes of regulating
the name of religious organisations.

Article 12 of the Law - as amended in December 2018 - stipulates that religious
organisations (associations) affiliated with a ruling centre in states attacking or occupying
Ukraine (a clear reference to Russia) must identify this affiliation in their charter. In order
to be recognised as affiliated with the Russian ruling centre, the Ukrainian religious
organisation (association) must meet one of the following three criteria:

1. Its charter contains a provision regarding its incorporation in the religious organisation
(association) with the ruling centre in Russia; or

2. The charter of the Russian organisation (association) contains a provision recognising
the Ukrainian organisation (association) as a part of its structure, and the right of the
Russian organisation (association) to adopt binding decisions regarding the Ukrainian
organisation (association); or

3. The charter of the Ukrainian organisation (association) contains provisions regarding
the mandatory participation of its leaders or representatives in ruling bodies of a Russian
organisation (association) with the right of vote.

In May 2022, the UOC tried to address this issue. It declared its full independence from
the ROC, and moved to eliminate from its charter all provisions regarding its
subordination to the ROC and its Patriarch, as well as participation of UOC
representatives in ROC ruling bodies. Yet the UOC's status in relation to the ROC remains

ambiguous.

The UOC also meets the second Ukrainian legal criterion for affiliation, as the ROC
Charter still identifies the UOC as part of the Moscow Patriarchate. This effectively
prevents the UOC from becoming "unaffiliated" in the eyes of the Ukrainian state and in
terms of Ukrainian law.

In order to become "unaffiliated", the UOC must persuade the Moscow Patriarchate to
change the ROC charter to remove all UOC-related provisions. This is highly unlikely and
up to now the UOC has done little to start this process. It is more likely that the ROC will
keep insisting that the UOC is a part of the Moscow Patriarchate.

Indeed, in January 2023 at a United Nations Security Council meeting, a _high-ranking
ROC cleric along with the Russian government representative attacked what the Moscow
Patriarchate representative described as "prohibiting the activities of churches with ties
to the Russian Orthodox Church" and "mass political repression" of Orthodox believers.
The UOC publicly disassociated itself from these claims.
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What's next?

It is likely, given President Zelensky's recent actions and statements, that the draft law
banning religious organisations affiliated with centres of influence with Russia will be
adopted.

It is not known that the Ukrainian government has requested assistance from
international human rights or rule of law organisations such as the OSCE Office of
Democratic _Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR), or from the Council of
Europe's Venice Commission. Their involvement might, even at this stage, help the
government to address the human rights concerns raised by the draft law.

As the SEPFP religious expert opinion concludes that the UOC is affiliated with Moscow, if
the draft law is adopted with its present text, the government will gain the power to ban
the Church. It remains unclear how the government might exercise this power.

As each of the UOC's parishes is a separate legal entity, legal and organisational
obstacles would probably prevent all of the parishes being deregistered. It still though
remains possible that some UOC parishes and other entities might be deregistered.

The draft law would also affect several small Orthodox religious communities with
ecclesiastical ties with Russia, including communities affiliated with the Russian Orthodox
Church Outside Russia. Some of these communities - such as the Bila Krynytsya Old
Believers — have cut their ties with Moscow, while others at present preserve such ties.

Whatever happens, the adoption and implementation of the draft law in its present form
would significantly change the UOC, and also possibly affect the entire state of religious
community - state relations in Ukraine.

- Dmytro Vovk is a visiting professor at the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law. He also
runs the Center for the Rule of Law and Religion Studies at Yaroslav Mudryi National Law
University in Ukraine and teaches law at Ukrainian Catholic University. He is grateful
to Elizabeth A. Clark, an associate director of the International Center for Law and
Religion Studies, for her help with this article.
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yb6e>xxgeHmnsaM. 3TO nsATbiii M3BECTHbIH OGBMHUTEJIbHbINA MPUrOBOP YKPaMHCKOIo
cyAa € Tex nop, kak Poccusi aKTMBH3MpoOBaJsia BTOP)KEeHWe — Apyrve Jerbipe
yesioBeKa MoJyliy4nsin ycro0BHbI€ CPOKMN. « S5 cka3as cyay, YTO COrsiaceH c TeM, YTo
HapyLwnsi 3aKOH YKpauHbl, — cka3an AnekceeHko Foruml18, — HO 1 He BUHOBEH
no 3aKoHy Bo>kunro».

Brnepsble ¢ Tex nop, kKak Poccms akTMBU3MpOBania BTOpXeHUe B YKpauHy B despane 2022
roga, YKpavHa nocaguna B TIOpbMYy 4YesioBeka 3a OTKas3 MATW B apMUIO MO COObpaKeHnsM
cogectn. 16 aHBaps AnNennsuMOHHbLIA cyn ropoga MBaHo-®OpaHKOBCKA Ha loro-sanaje
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CTpaHbl OTKJIOHWN anennsunio 46-neTHero XpucTMaHuHa Butanusa AnekceeHko no
06XXaNoBaHUIO HaKasaHua B BuAe JNulieHUss cBob60abl CPOKOM Ha oauH road. Mpurosop
BCTYMNaeT B CWIY UM, KaK TONbKO BuTanuii ero nonyumt, 4to oxwuaaertcs 19 sHBaps, OH
paccUYMTbIBAET Cpa3y e OTNpPaBUTbCA B TIOPbMY.

M3 MBaHo-OpaHKOBCKA Mocne paccMoTpeHusa anenngunmm AnekceeHKO pacckasan Forum
18: «f ckaszan cyay, 4YTO cornaceH C TeM, YTO HapyLna 3aKOH YKpauHbl, HO 1 HE BUHOBEH
no 3akoHy Bboxwuto. A xo4y 6biTb YecTHbIM nepen coboin”. OH gobaBun, 4To ecnm 6bl OH
packasiicd B CBOEM <«MNPEeCTYMJIEHUU», TO MU HUXKECTOAWMNIA, U anennsaunMOHHbIN CyAabl
npucyannun 6bl eMy YCNOBHbIA CPOK (CM. HUXE).

AnekceeHko cooblwmn Forum 18, uTo noaacT elle oAHy xanoby. OoHako Takasa >kanoba
He NMoMeLLaeT BCTYMNIEHUIO NPUroBopa B cuiy (CM. HUXe).

CekpeTapb YKpanHckoro naunducrckoro aswxeHmnsa lOpuii LLens>keHKO Ha3Bas peleHue
anennuMoOHHOIo Ccyfa <«MJOXMMM HOBOCTAMM». <«IDTO OMaCHbIA NpeueaeHT, Koraa
aHEHHFILLMOHHbIVI Ccyn oOcCtaBun B cunie npuroBop K THOPEMHOMY 3aK/IKOYEHUIKO AONA
OTKa3HMKa OT BOEHHOW CnyXx6bl Mo ybexaeHnam», — coobwmnn oH Forum 18 w3 Knesa
(cM. Huxe).

AnekceeHKo, ABMSAIOLWErocs BHYTPEHHE NepeMelleHHbIM AuuoM m3 [loHeukoin obnactu, B
noHe 2022 roga Bbi3Bann B BOeHKoMaT B ropoae MeaHo-®paHkoBcke. OH 06BbACHMA, UYTO
Mo PEeSIMrmMo3HbiM ybexaeHnssM He MOXeT 6paTbCs 3a opyxue. EMy 6bu1o O0TKaszaHo B
anbTepHaTUBHOW rpaxaaHckon cnyxbe, n ero geno 6bin10 nepegaHo B npokypaTtypy. 15
ceHTA6psa 2022 roga MBaHO-®paHKOBCKMN FOPOACKOW CyA MPUrOBOPWUA €ro K 04HOMY rogy
nvweHnsa ceoboabl (CM. HUXeE).

CoTpyaHuk WBaHO-®paHKOBCKOro ropBoeHKOMaTa, OTKas3aBLMWNCA Ha3BaTb CBOE WMA,
3as8BWJ1, YTO He 3HaKOM C AenioM AnekceeHKo. «Mbl He KOMMNETEeHTHbl, OTBe4YaTb Ha BalUW
BOMPOCbI, — CKasas YMHOBHUK Forum 18. — O6bl4HO Mbl NpepnaraeM anbTeEpPHaATUBHYIO
Ccnyx6y yneHaMm penmrmosHbiX 06WKUH». YNHOBHMK OTKa3ancs CoobLWnNTb, CKOTbKO MY>XUYMH
cMornu  BbibpaTb  anbTEpPHATMBHYKO  rpaXKAaHCKyto cnyxby nocrie  akKTuBM3auumu
pPOCCUNCKOro BTOpXeHus B YkpauHy B despane 2022 roga (cMm. Huxe).

Korga Forum 18 cnpocun 4YMHOBHMKA, no4veMy AsieKCeeHKO Henb3s 6bi10 Ha3HauyuTb Ha
anbTEPHATUBHYIO MPa>AaHCKYo Ciyx6by No Hy>XHOM npodeccmn BO BPpEMS BOMHbI, CKaXeM,
B rocrnuTtasib; YNHOBHUK HE 0O6BACHWUII, NoYeMy (CM. HMXKE).

PaHee, B 2022 roay, NO 4YeTblpeM Yroa0BHbIM AefaM CyAbl NMPUroBOPUN OTKA3HUKOB K
YC/TOBHOMY TIOPEMHOMY 3aK/HOUYEHUIO U UCMbITAaTEIbHOMY CPOKY':

- 18 mag 2022 r., AHapen Kyuep, r. Myka4yeBo, NpMroBopeH K 4 rogam nunweHnsa csobosbl
YC/IOBHO;

- 21 uwoHa 2022 r., Kydyepos Amutpuin, r. AnekcaHapus (Kmposorpagckas obnactb),
NpuroBopeH K 3 rogam nuweHnsa ceoboabl YCI0BHO;

- 17 aBrycra 2022 r., AnekcaHgp Kopobko, r. MykayeBo, NpMroBopeH K 3 rogam mMweHuns
cBoboabl YCOBHO;

- 22 asrycrta 2022 r., MapbaH Kanau, r. MykadeBo, NpuroBopeH K 3 rogam nuiieHus
cBob60oabl yCI0BHO.

KyuyepoB, YneH UepKkBU MATUAECATHUKOB «MCTOUYHUK XXM3HM», OCHOBbLIBAET CBOM OTKas OT
BOEHHOM cnyx6bl Ha cBoel XpuUcTuaHckon Bepe. CyaebHblie pelleHns no oCTasibHbIM TpeM
Jenam onucbiBaloT TONIbKO O0TKas auL, oT ybuncrea ntogen no coobpaxeHnsaMm coBecTu.

B cootBetctBuM C [loctaHoBneHuem KabuHeta MuHucTpoB oT 10 Hos6psa 1999 r.
anbTEPHATUBHYIO rpa)KAaHCKylo cnyxby paspewanocb BbibMpaTb TOMbKO MyX4YMHaM,
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npuHagnexawmm K 10 penurmosHbiM OpraHuMsaumsaM, MpPU3HAHHLIM FOCYAapCTBOM
naumdpuctckmmm. K WX 4UMCNy OTHOCATCS: aABEHTUCTbI-peddOpMUCTbI; aABEHTUCTHI
CeAbMOro [OHS; eBaHreflbCKMe XpUCTUAHE; eBaHrenbCkne XpuUcTuaHe-6anTUCThbI;
«Kawwmecs» wmnm cnaesHckas uepkoBb Ceatoro [yxa; Csugetenn Werosbl;
XapuaMaTtnyeckme XpuUCTMaHCKME LEepPKBU (M LEPKBU, MPUPaBHEHHbIE K HUM COM1acHO UX
3aperncTpMpoBaHHbIX YCTaBOB); XpUCTMaHe BEpbl €BaHrefbCKOWM — MNSATUAECATHUKM (M
LEepKBW, NPpUpPaBHEHHbIE K HMM COMMacHO MX 3aperMcTpMpoBaHHbIX YCTaBOB); XpUCTUaHe
eBaHrenbCckon Bepbl; O6WwecTBO CO3HAHUA KpuLHbI.

My>UMHbI, KOTOpble He 6blN YneHaMu HU ofgHOW M3 3Tux 10 o6WwMH, He MMenu npasa
noAaBaTh 3asB/IEHME HA a/IbTEPHATUBHYIO CNyXOy.

OpgHa m3 atnx 10 obwmH, CBuaetenn Merosbl, OTKasblBAETCA OT BOEHHOW Ciyxb6bl no
coobpaxeHnsiM coBectu B JNobon cTpaHe, HO 6OMBWIKMHCTBO TOTOBO MOWTU Ha
anbTepHaATUBHYIO, NOSIHOCTbIO FpaXkAaHcKyto popMy cryxbbl.

Mocne akTMBM3auumn BTOpXXeHUs Poccum B YkpauHy B deBpane 2022 roga v obbsaBnerHus
BOEHHOIro MOJIOXKEHUS B YKpaumHe BOeHKoMaTbl Bbi3Banu Tbicaunm CeBuaetenen Merosbl.
Mpokypopbl BO36yAMNN YrofioBHbIE Aefla B OTHOWEHUM 67 4YesioBEK, U3 KOTOpbIX 44 yxe
3aKkpbIThl, coobwmnu Forum 18 Ceupgetenun Uerossbl.

<<yLIVITbIBaFI, YTO ThbiCAYN Cva,eTeneM Merosbl 6bi1N Bbl3BaHbl B BOE€HKOMaTbl, 3TO O4Y€Hb
nosioXkmutenbHasa cuTyauus, — ckasanm Ceupgetenn MWerosbl Forum 18 — 3T0
MONOXUTENbHbINA 3HAK TOro, 4TO NpPaBUTENBLCTBO YBaXae€T OTKa3HWKOB Mo y6e)K,EI,EHVIFIM
Aaxke BO BpeMsl BOEHHOro KoHdnnkTa». OHu pobasunu, 4yto 6narogapHbl NPaBUTENLCTBY
3a TO, UYTO OHO YyBa)aeT npocbbbl noaern 06 anbTepHAaTUBHOM rpaxAaHCKom cnyxbe,
«HEeCMOoTps Ha TPyAHble 06CTOATENLCTBA> .

LWenaxeHKo n3 YKPaAuHCKOro naunducTCKOro ABMXKEHWS OTMEYaeT, 4YTO MNpuroBOpbl MO
BCEM MATM OOBUHEHMSAM OTKa3HMKOB Mo yb6exaeHussm 6onbwe He duUrypupyrot B
nybAn4yHOM oHNanH-peecTpe cyaebHbIX NMpUroBOpoOB, KOTOpbIM BeaeT [ocynapcTBeHHas
cynebHaa agmuHucTtpaums B Kuese. «McuesHoBeHMe M3 Nyb6/IMYHOrO peecTtpa npuroesopa
[cyAa HM3WEN WHCTaHUMM] U APYrnux NpUMroBopoB, MO KOTOPbIM OTKa3HUKKM Hblan
NPUroBOpPEHbl K NLWIEHUIO CBO6OAbI C 3aMeHOoM NnuweHus cBob6oAbl YCNOBHbIM CPOKOM,
BbIFNSANT, KaK MOMbITKa CKPbITb OT 06LECTBEHHOCTM HapyleHus npas 4esioBeka», —
HacTamBan oH (CM. HUXe).

FocypnapctBeHHas cygebHaa agMuHUcCTpaums B KumeBe He oOTBeTM/I@a HA MUCbMEHHbIN
Bonpoc Forum 18 o TOM, no4yeMy npurosopbl MO 3TMM nNATM Aenam 6onblwe He
duUrypmpytoTt B nyb/IM4HOM OHNAMH-peecTpe cyaebHbIX NpuUroBopoB (CM. HUXeE).

OcyujecTB/ieHne OTKa3a OT BOEHHOM C/y»6bl 1o yb6exxgeHnsam

B YkpauHe Kaxablii AOJIXEH 3aperMcTpMpoBaTh CBOW AOMAalUHUI agpec B opraHax B/acTu.
KpoMe Toro, Bce MyXUMHbl (BKItOYas ML, OTKa3blBAlOLMXCA OT BOEHHOW Cnyx6bl Mo
COOBpaKEeHUsIM COBECTM) TaKXe AOJKHbl 3aperncTtpMpoBaTbCs B MECTHOM BOEHKOMaTe.
3aTeM BCEM MY>UYMHAM BblAaeTCs BOEHHbIN 6GUNET, B KOTOPOM YKa3biBAaeTCs, MPOXOAST 1K
OHW BOEHHYI Cnyx6y, NMpoXoAWnW nn ee, OCBO6OXAEHbl NN OT Hee, SBASOTCS /K
pesepBUCTaMU UKW NPOXOAUNN anlbTEPHATUBHYIO CNyX6y.

B YkpanHe nuua, oTKasblBaloLmMecs OT BOEHHOW CNyx6bl N0 cOObpaXKeHUsiM COBeCTU, yxe
[ABHO CTA/JIKMBAKTCA C MNPEenaTcTBUAMU MNpPU MNPOXOXKAEHUU aNbTE€pPHAaTUBHOW
rpakaaHckoin cny»xb6ei. Kommter no npaBaM 4enoBeka OpraHmsaumm O6beaVMHEHHbIX
Hauun (OOH) B cBOMX 3akntounTenbHbIX 3aMedyaHusx no YkpaunHe oT 9 deBpansa 2022 r.
(CCPR/C/UKR/CO/8) noayepKHys, YTO «anbTepPHATMBbl BOEHHON cnyx6e A0mKHbI 6bITb
OOCTYMHbI AN BCEX /UL, OTKAa3blBAKLWMXCA OT BOEHHOM C/yXxbbl MO COO6pakeHUsM
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coBecTtn, 6€3 ANCKpMMMHALMKM B OTHOLIEHUM XapaKTepa MX ybexaeHus, onpaBabiBatoLWero
oTkas (byaob TO penurnosHblie ybexaeHnus nnm HepenurnosHble ybexaeHusi, OCHOBaHHble
Ha COBECTn)».

21 aBrycta 2022 roga MwuHucTepcTBO 060pOHbI YKpauHbl COO6WNMAO YKpanMHCKOMY
naundnUCTCKOMY ABMXKEHMIO, 4YTO BO BpeMS BOEHHOro MOJIOXKEHUS MNpaBo Ha
anbTEPHATUBHYIO rPaXXAaHCKYH CNyxX6y 6b1s10 NpMoCTaHOBIEHO (CM. HUXeE).

B 3ameuaHuun obwero nopsgka N° 22 Kommuteta no npasam yenoseka OOH k crtaTbe 18
(«CBoboga MbIC/INM, COBECTU W penurnm») MexayHapoaHOro nakTta O rpaXAaHCKUX U
nonmtudeckux npasax (MMITIMN) oTMevaeTcs, 4yTo "OT 3TOro mMpaBa HeJib3da OTCTynatb
JaXke BO BpeMS UYpe3BblMaHOIro MNoOJIOXKEHUS B CTPaHe, Yrpo)kalolero >W3HU

Hauun'.

Pabouas rpynna OOH no npou3BONbHbIM 3aaepxaHuaMm_3assuia B 2019 roay, 4to
«MpaBO Ha OTKAa3 OT BOEHHOM Cnyxbbl MO CcoobpaXXeHUsiM COBEeCTM SIBASIETCS 4acTblo
abCcoNtoTHO 3alUMLLEHHOrO NpaBa NpuaepXmMBaTbCcs ybexaeHuin B COOTBETCTBMUM CO CTaTbel
18 (1) MakTa, KOTOpOe He MOXET ObITb OrPaHMYEHO rocyaapCcTBaMmn».,

B Poccuu B €e  MexXAyHapoAHO-MPWU3HAHHbIX rpaHMUax He  CyulecTBYeTr
3aKOHOAATE/IbHOrM0 WJIM _ MNPaKTUYECKOro MoJIoXKEeHUa 06 anbTepHaTUBHOM

rpakaaHckoi cnyx6e Bo BpeMsa Mo6unmsaumm, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO KOHCTUTYyUUS
rapaHTUpPyeT 3TO NPaBO KaXAOMY rpa>KaaHUHY.

Poccusa Ha yKpamHCKUX TeppuUTOpUSX, KOTOpble OHa He3aKOHHO OKKynuposana c 2014
roga, npussajsia My»4vH B CBOW BOOPYXKEHHbIE CWJIbl. DTO MPECTYyMN/IeHNUe COrfnacHo
XeHeBckon koHBeHuumu (IV) o0 3awuTe rpakaaHCKOro HaceJieHuss BO BpeMmd
BOWHbI, KOTOpass OXBaTblBA€T MpaBa [IpaXxAaHCKUX JUL  Ha  TEppUTOpUSX,
OKKYMWUPOBaHHbIX APYrMM rocyfapcrBoM (yKasaHHbIX KakK «3awuuwaeMble nuua»). Cratbs
51 rnacut: <«OkKKynupylowas JaepxaBa He MOXeT MNpUHYXAATb HaxXoAsWMXCS noAa
NMOKPOBUTENLCTBOM UL, CIYXWUTb B €€ BOOPYXXEHHbIX WAWM BCMOMOraTesibHbIX CUAax.
Hukakoe paBneHve wau nponaraHga, HanpasseHHble Ha obecneyeHne [O06POBOALHOMO
npu3biBa, He AOMNYCKaloTCs».

B aHanuTnyeckom otyeTe BepxoBHoro kommccapa OOH no npasaM yenoseka oT 11 mas
2022 r. (A/JHRC/50/43) oTtMeuaeTcsi, uyto YBKIMY 3apokyMeHTMpoBano, 4to Poccus Ha
HE3aKOHHO OKKYMWUPOBaHHOM YKpauHCKOM Tepputopun  KpbiMa cepbe3HOo Hapylunia
MexayHapogHoe npaso B obnacTu npaB 4esioBeka, NpuM3BaB Ha BOEHHY cnyxby 6onee
3000 yenosek.

AnbTepHaTtuBHasl rpa)kgaHckasl cny»ba «He npuMeHnMa> B yC/I0BUSIX BOEHHOIro
noso>xkeHust

Mocne akTueBM3auMM pPOCCUNCKOro BTOpXeHus B YkpaunHy B despane 2022 roaa
npesvaeHT YkpauHbl Bnagumup 3eneHckui noanucan ykas O BBEAEHWUM BOEHHOMO
nonoxeHuna Ha 90 gHen. Bce MyxumHbl B Bo3pacte oT 18 go 60 net 6binM Npu3aHaHbI
AOonylWeHHbIMKU K Npu3bliBY No Bceobuenn mMobunmsaumm v mm 6bin 3anpeleH Bble3a U3
CcTpaHbl. lMepuoa BOEHHOrO MOJSIOXKEHUS HECKOJSIbKO pa3 MpoAsieBasica U B HacTosllwee
BpPeEMS AO/XeH 3aKkoH4unTbes 19 despans 2023 roga.

YKpanHckoe naumducrtckoe ABUXEHME BbIpa3suio 06eCnoKOeHHOCTb TeM, YTO BO BpeMs
BOEHHOIro MoJsIoXXeHUss MUHOB6OpPOHbI MOXET He yBaXaTb MNpaBO NML, Ha MNpPOXOXAeHue
anbTEePHAaTUBHOWM rPaAaHCKOM CNyX6bl, €CNM OHW He MOryT CAYXWUTb B BOOPYXEHHbIX
cunax no ybexaeHuam. 26 uona 2022 roga no 3TOMy noBogy WM 6bIs10 HanpasieHo
obpaweHne B8 MMHO60POH®I.
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B cBoem otBete or 21 aBrycta 2022 ropga, C KOTOpbIM O3HakoMwuncs Forum 18,
NONKOBHMK Oner XpuUCTEHKO, 3aMecTuTeNb HavaslbHWMKa [NaBHOro ynpas/fieHUs Kagpos
FeHepanbHOro wtaba, ykasan, 4TO B COOTBETCTBMM C 3aKOHOM 06 anbTepHaTUMBHOWN
cnyxbe MyX4UuMHbl MOryT BblbpaTb anbTEpPHATUBHYK CNyXx0y, <«ecnn BbINOSIHEHUE
BOMHCKNX 06A3aHHOCTEN MPOTMBOPEYUT UX PEIUFMO3HbIM YBexXaAeHMsM U 3TU rpa)kaaHe
npuHagnexar K AEeNCTBYKOWMM B COOTBETCTBMM C 3aKOHOAATENbCTBOM  YKpPaWHbI
penurmo3HbiM oOpraHusaumsaMm, BepoucnoBedaHWe KOTOpbIX HEe AOoMNyCKaeT MoJjib30BaHus
opyXunem»,

OpHaKo MOSIKOBHMK XPUCTEHKO OTMETWJ/I, YTO M3-3a BTOPXKEHUS PYCCKMX U 0OBbSABNEHUS
BOEHHOI0 MOJIOXEHNA PErynsipHbin Npu3biB Ha BOEHHY Ccnyx6y 6bln NpMocTaHOBAEH U
3aMeHeH  Mobunmsaumen.  «[103TOMY, WUCXOASS U3  M3/I0XKEHHOro,  peanunsaums
KOHCTUTYUMOHHOIrO MpaBa rpaxaaH Ha NpoxoXAeHue anbTepHaTuBHOW (HEBOEHHON)
CNyx6bl B YC/TOBMSIX NPaBOBOro pexuMa BOEHHOro MOJIOXEHNA U B nepuog mobunmnsaumm,
B CBSI3X C OTCYTCTBMEM MpPU3bIBa Ha CPOYHYIO BOEHHYIO CNYX6Yy, HE NMpUMEHAETCs».

MonkoBHMK XpuUCTeHKO pob6aBwui, 4YTo 3akKOH O MOOBWMIM3AUMOHHOM MOArOTOBKE W
Mobmnmusaumm «He npeaycMaTpuMBaeT anbTepHaTMBHYK (HEBOEHHY) cnyxby ans
NMPpU3bIBHUKOB, MPU3BaHHbIX Ha BOEHHYO CNyx6y B nepuog mobunmsaumnm».

Cny>x6a 3aHATOCTH OTKJIOHSIET 3aripoC Ha a/IbTEPHATUBHYIO C/TY)K6y

Butanunii BacunbeBuny AnekceeHko (poawuncs 2 gekabps 1976 r.) npoxwusan B CnaBsiHCKe
Ha BocToke [loHeukon ob6nactm YKpawuHbl, korga Poccus Hadana HOBOe BTOpPXEeHue B
YkpauHy B despane 2022 r. B 2017 r. oH 6bin 3apernctpmposaH B BoeHkoMaTe YKpauHbl
B CnaBsiHCKe, HO He nojayuyusa BOeHHbii 6uner. OaHako emy BblAanawn Crnpasky,
pencteytowyto o 2022 roga, noaTeepXAatoLWyto, YTO OH He Cciyxun B apMum B 1990-e
rogbl B Y3bekucraHe, rae Toraa npoxmsasn, No coobpa)eHnsaM CoBecTu.

B mae 2022 rogma AnekceeHko 6exan B MBaHO-OpaHKOBCK. 2 WIOHSA €ro Bbi3BasN B
ropoackon BoeHkoMaT. OH coobwuni, 4YTO He MOXeT B3ATbCSA 3a OpYyXue Kn3-3a CBOUX
PEeUrnMo3HbIX YbexaeHWn Kak XpucTMmaHuHa. «$4 ckasan WM, 4YTO [OTOB MNpPOUTH
anbTepHaTuBHYlO cnyxby, n Hanucan Takoe 3asaBneHne», — ckasan oH Forum 18. OH
Takxe 06bACHMA, YTO OTKasascs OT BOEHHOMW cnyxbbl B Y3bekuctaHe no coobpaxeHusam
COBEeCTM!.

«MHe cka3zanu, YTo HeT YyBEepeHHOCTN B TOM, YTO S BepyloLWwuin», — pacckasan 15 aexkabps
2022 ropa AnekceeHko Forum 18. «OHM cKasanum, 4TO TOMbKO MpeacTaBuUTENM
3aperncTpmpoBaHHbIX KOHMEcCuin MMeT NpaBO MPOXOAUTb afibTEPHATUBHYIO CIYXOy».
AnekceeHKo 06BACHMA, UTO BepUT B Mincyca XpucTta v ero noBefeHue npoTMBOCTOSATb 31y
6e3 Hacnnma n 66ITb MMPOTBOPLLEAMUK, KaK YKa3aHo B HaropHon nponosean. «Ho 9 He XOXy
HMU B KaKYylo LLepKOBb, MOTOMY UTO OHM He cobnioaatoT TO, YTO ckasan XpUCTOC».

BoeHkoMaT BHOBb npu3Ban ANeEKceeHKo 6 WIoOHSl, 3asBMB, 4YTO €ro 3asBjieHne 06
anbTEpPHATUBHOW Cnybe OTKIOHeHo. Korga OH oTkasascsl oT Mobunusaummn, YMHOBHUKMU
BbI3BaIN NOSINLMIO.

AnekceeHKO NOSICHWA, 4TO He 6osnca u npegnodyen He 6exaTb M He npaATaTbCs OT
Bnacrten. «5 He 60K0Cb AaXke TIOPbMbI», — CKa3an oH Forum 18 B gekabpe.

CoTpyaHuk lMBaHo-®paHKOBCKOro ropBOEHKOMaTa, OTKa3aBLIWIACA Ha3BaTb CBOE WMS,
3a8BWJ1, UTO HEe 3HaKOM C AenoM AfieKCeeHKOo. «Mbl He KOMMeTEeHTHbl OTBeyaTb Ha Baluw
BOMPOCbl, — CKa3al 4YMHOBHWK 17 gaHBaps 2023 roga Forum 18 — O06bIYHO MblI
npeanaraeM anbTepHaTUBHYKD CAYXOy uneHaM penurnosHbix O6WMH». YMHOBHUK
OTKa3asncsa coobWmnTb, CKOMbKO MYXUYUH CMOIMNM BblbpaTb anbTEPHATUBHYIO MPaKAaHCKYHo
cnyx6y nocne akTMeM3aunMmM pOCCUNCKOro BTOPXXeHUs B YKpauHy B despane 2022 roaa.
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Korga Forum 18 cooblumn YMHOBHUKY, YTO BO3paxK€HUs AJTEKCEEHKO MPOTUB CNyX6bl B
apMUM OCHOBAaHbl Ha €ro PesIMrMo3HbIX Y6EeXAeHUSX, YNHOBHUK OTBETUN: «[lyCTb 3axoanT
K HaM BO BTOPOW pas». Y3HaB, YTO ANIEKCEEHKO BOT-BOT OTMpPaBUTCS B TIOPbMY MocC/ne Toro,
Kak ero anennsumsa 6bi1a OTK/IOHEHA, YWMHOBHMK MOBTOPWUSI, 4UYTO HE 3HAKOM C
06CcTOATENBCTBAMU €0 Aena.

Korga Forum 18 cnpocun 4UMHOBHWMKA, nodyeMy AJIeKCEEeHKO Henb3s 6bl10 HanpaBuUTb Ha
anbTEePHATUBHYIO rPaXXAaHCKYI CNyX0y Mo HYy>XHOM BO BPEMS BOWHbI NPOecCcumn, CKaxem,
B rocnuTanb, YAHOBHUK He 06BbSACHWU, NoYveMmy.

YronoBsHoe geno, cya, ocy)xaeHme, TIOPpeMHbI CPOK

CnepoBaTtenb coobwmn AneKceeHKO, YTO B OTHOLWEHWM Hero 6yaeT OTKPbITO YronoBHoOe
neno no cratbe 336 YK. OHa npeaycMaTpmMBaEeT HakKasaHMe 3a «YKNOHEeHUe OT nNpu3sbiBa Ha
BOEHHYIO cnyx6y BO BpeMsi Mobunusaumm, B 0cobblii nepnoa, Ha BOEHHYH ciyxby no
NMpuU3bIBY M3 4YMncna pe3epBUCTOB B 0cobbii nepnoa». HakaszaHme — nuweHue ceoboabl Ha
CPOK OT Tpex A0 NATW feT.

Mo coeeTy cnepoBaTens AnekceeHKo npusHan cebs BMHOBHbIM, HO OTKa3asiCs pacKasaTbCs
B CBOMX [AENCTBMAX, "MOCKONbKy yb6exaeH, 4yto Ben cebs NpuanYyHO MO-XPUCTUAHCKM,
cneposan BeNieHUMSAM COBECTM M He pgenan Huyero naoxoro", coobuiaetcs B NucbMe
YKpanHCKOro nauymMgucTckoro ABuXeHust B agpec MoHutopuHrosom muccmm OOH no
npasaMm yenoseka B YKpauHe oT 9 Hoabpsa 2022 r.

15 ceHTa6psa 2022 roga B MBaHO-OpaHKOBCKOM FOPOACKOM cyae B xoae cyaebHoro
npouecca No yrosioBHOMY Aeny cyabsi PomaH XopocTun npusHana AneKceeHKO BUHOBHbIM
no ctatbe 336 YrosioBHOINro Kojekca COrflacHO pelleHnto, C KOTOpbIM 03HakoMmumiica Forum
18. OTmMeTuMm, uTto nNpokypop Onbra NasykumHa, KoTopasa nogaepxvsana obBuHeHMe B cyae,
npocusia o TpexseTHEM YC/IOBHOM TIOPEMHOM 3aKJ/TI0HEHUN.

OaHako cyabs XOpoCTua MNpOUrHOpUpOBan XOA4aTancCTBO MPOKypopa W MpUHAN pelleHune
nocaguTb AnekceeHko B TopbMy. OH obpaTwun BHMMaHWe Ha AocyaebHbli NpoTOKOM, B
KOTOPOM FOBOPMUISIOCh, 4YTO ASleKCeEeHKO He npeacTaBfiseT onacHocTu Ans obuwecTtea, u
COKpaTuMN eMy HakasaHue A0 OAHOro roga nuweHuns csoboabl. B npurosope ckasaHo, 4To
CpOK Ha4YMHaeTCcs € paKTUYecKoro 3agepxaHus AneKCeeHkKo.

AnekceeHko obpatunca B MBaHO-®paHKOBCKMI  anennsiumoHHbIi  cya. CornacHo
npoTokosaM cyAda, Mnocne nepeHoca CAywaHus anennaumu  m3-3a  OTCYTCTBUSA
3/1eKTpMYecTBa, OHO HaKoHeL, cocTosnocbk 16 aHBaps 2023 roga. NpeaceaatenbCTBYHOWMM
cyabenn 6bin Bnaaummmp [M0oB3710, KOTOPOro COMPOBOXAANAW Konnern-cyabh AnekcaHap
Bacunbes n boraaH Kykypyas. CnywaHue 66110 OTKpbITbIM, pacckasan AnekceeHko Forum
18, v Apy3bsa NpULWAK Tyaa B ero noaaepxky.

«f] cKkaszan cyay, 4TO corjlaceH C TeM, 4YTO Hapywwua 3akoH YKpauHbl, — cKasan
AnekceeHko Forum 18, — HO 9 HEBMHOBEH MO 3aKoHy Boxwuio. S Xo4dy 6biTb YECTHbIM
nepen cobon». OH gobasun, 4to ecnm 6bl OH pacKkasiicCa B CBOEM <«MPEeCTYynjeHnn», To U
HMXKECTOSLWNN, N anennsaunoHHbIN cyabl npucyamnu 6bl eMy yCnoBHbI cpok. "Kak s mor
caenaTb 3TO, €Cnn 1 He BUHOBaT?"

AnennsumoHHbI Cya OTK/IOHWN 3asiB/IEHME amicus curiae (apyra cyaa) ot LensxeHko u3
YKPauHCKOro naumMbuUCTCKOro ABWXEHWUS, B KOTOPOM YTBEPXAANoCb, 4TO ANEKCEEHKO
cneayet onpaBaatb. CyabW CKasanau, YTO OHM Jlyylle 3HAlT 3aKOoH, oTMeTuN LLensxeHko.

OavH U3 cyaeil crnpocun ANEKCEeHKO, KakK OH MOXEeT [0KasaTb, YTo Y6UICTBO ntoaei

HECOBMECTUMO C €ro pejiMmrmo3HbiMu YGe)KLI,EHVIFIMVI. OH oTBETMN, 4YTO ecnum cyd eMy He
NnoBEPUT, TO OH HE CMOXET €ro yﬁe,CI,VITb. OH cHOBa M3N10XWN CBOU PENNTNO3HbIE MPUYUNHDI
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HECOBMECTUMble C BOEHHOM CJ'IY)K6OI7I. «llpocToTa M UCKPEHHOCTb BuTtanusa, noxoxe, He
npou3Benu BnevaT/ieHns Ha cya», — ckasan WensxeHko Forum 18.

MpeacepatenbCTBYOWNIA Ccyabs [M0B3710 Bblipasna HeAOBOSbLCTBO TeM, UYTO Cyd MNOSAy4Yus
coobuieHns co BCcero Mmpa B noaaepxky AnekceeHko, coobwwun LWensxeHko Forum 18.

17 anBaps Forum 18 He yaanocb CBA3aTbCsA C NPOKYPOPOM Ma3yKUHOMN.

AnekceeHko coobwmn Forum 18, uyto 6yaetr pganee o6xanosBaTb CBOE OCYXAEHUE W
TIOPEMHOE 3aK/toueHne. «H He Xody, 4yToObl KTO-TO elle CTpagasn oT 3Toro». OAHaKo OH
CcKasasi, YTo «NpUMUPUIICS» CO CBOeN cyabboi. «TiopbMa ecTb TIOpbMa».

Adena 6onbwe He OTO6pa karoTcsl B Ny6/IMYHOM peecTpe peLieHNHA

MpuroBopbl NO BCEM NATU U3BECTHLIM 0O6BUHEHUAM B OTHOLLUEHUW OTKA3HWKOB OT BOEHHOM
cnyx6bl no coobpaxeHuaMm coBectn 6onblwe He GUrypmpyroT B Nyb6/JMYHOM OHJIAMH-
peectpe cyaebHbIX pelleHnin, KoTopbin BeaeT ocyaapcTBeHHan cyaebHas agMUMHUCTpaums
B Kwuese. TonbITKM MOAY4YUTb AOCTYN K HUM MNPUBOAAT K CTpaHULUE C HaAMUCbIO:
«MpocMOTp CTpaHuubl HepdocTyneH. HepencTBuTenbHas WM ycTapeBllas CCblIIKa».
BonbLWKWHCTBO, HO He BCE, U3 BEPAUKTOB NO APYrUM AefiaM, BbIHECEHHbIX 3TUMKU CyAaMun B
3Tn patbl, 6b1nn 06WenocTynHbl, koraa 17 aHeBaps Forum 18 npocmatpuBan ux.

«McuesHoBeHME 13 nybnnyHOro peecrtpa npuroBopa [Cyaa NepBOM MHCTaHUMU] U ApYyrux
NpUroBopoB, MO KOTOPbIM OTKA3HMKM BbliM NMPUTrOBOPEHbI K NNLWEHU0 cBo6oabl C 3aMeHOoM
nvweHuns ceoboabl YC/IOBHbIM CPOKOM, BbIFSIAUT MOMbITKOW CKPbITb OT 06LWECTBEHHOCTH
HapyweHuna npaB u4enoBeka», — 3asaBun 16 gHBapsa LWens)keHKo M3 YKpauHCKOro
naumducTckoro agsmxeHns Forum 18.

YTpom 17 saHBaps Forum 18 3anpocun ocyaapCTBEHHYI cyaebHyo aaMUHUCTpaLMIO B
KueBe, nouyeMy npuroBopbl Mo 3TUM NATU genaMm 06 oTKasze OT BOEHHOM cnyxXbbl no
coobpaxeHunsaM cosectn 6onble He durypupytot B nybnmuHomM peectpe. Mo cCOCTOAHUIO Ha
KoHeL, paboyero aHa B Knese oteeta Forum 18 He nonyuwun.

Cepbe3Hble HapylweHWUs1 TMpaB 4Ye/IoBeKa Ha OKKynupoBaHHONW Poccueri
Teppuropmumn YKpanHbi

Cepbe3Hblie HapylleHus cBoboabl penurn n ybexxaeHun n gpyrux rpas yenoBeka UMerT
MEecTo Ha BCEW TeppuTtopuun YKpauHbl, HE3aKOHHO OKKyNnupoBaHHOW Poccuemn.

Ha okkynupoBaHHOW Poccuenn ykpanHckon Tepputopun KpbiMa K HUM OTHOCATCA:
NpUHyAUTENbHOE BBEAEHNE POCCUMNCKUX 3aKOHOB M OFPaHUYEHUI Ha OCYLLLeCTB/IeHMe NpaB
yenoBeka, BKA4Yas cBoboay penurnm unu ybexxaeHwi; 3ak/deHue rnog  CTpaxy
KPbIMCKMX Y3HWUKOB COBECTM MyCynbMaH W cBuaeTenen MWMerosbl; HaCUIbCTBEHHOE
3aKpblTMe MeCT OTnpaBfieHUs KyfbTa; HakasaHus fgden 3a nposegeHue cobpaHuin ans
6orocnyeHunii 6e3 paspelweHnss pOCCUNCKOro rocygapcraa.

B okkynupoBaHHOM Poccuein JlyraHckoi obnactm YKpauvHbl [0 aKTUuBM3auum
BTOp>KeHua B YkpauHy B 2022 rogy OHM BKOYanu: ob6bsaABeHME HE3aKOHHbIMU BCEX
NPOTECTAHTCKNUX W He npuHagnexawmx MockoBckoMy [laTpuapxaTy npaBOCAaBHbIX
obuwmH; atMmocdepy cTpaxa nepen o6CyXAEHMEM HapyleHWin npaB 4esoBeKa;
HEOAHOKpaTHbIE OTKasbl B pa3peLleHNn PUMCKO-KaTOJIMYECKOMY CBSILLEHHUKY XWUTb B
pErvOHE; YBENUYEHUE 4YnCia 3arpeleHHbIX SKOObl «3KCTPEMUCTCKUX» KHUM, BKJ/tOYas
ns3pnaHue EBaHrenusa ot MoaHHa, onybnukoBaHHoe B 1820 roay.

MonHble oTyeTbl O cBO60AE MbIC/IN, COBECTU M yberxaeH Ha OKKYNUpPOBaHHOM
Poccuent YKpauHe
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Moabopka Forum 18 o6sizaTtenbcts  OpraHusauuvmum no 6esonacHocTH n
COoT HUYECTB B__EBpone OBCE B__OTHOLIEeHuU cBoboabl eJINfrM_ nau

yb6exaeHumn

neplie BigoMe TIOpeMHe yB'SiI3HEHHS 3a BiAMOBY Bif
BiNCbKOBOI CNy>X6un 3 MipKyBaHb COBICTI

®enikc Kopni

Foruml18 (17.01.2023) - 46-piyHnii XxpucTussHUH BiTanin AsiekceeHKO OYiKyE, Lo
19 ciyHA Horo BignNpaBAATL 40 B'A3HULUI ANA Big6yBaHHS NoKapaHHS TepMiHOM Ha
oaAMH pik. 16 ciyHsa IBaHo-®paHKIiBCbKUM anensyiiHuM cygom Oysa BigxuneHa
#Mioro ckapra Ha o6BuMHyBaJIbHMH BUPOK 3a BigMOBYy Big npu3oBy [o apMmii 3a
nepekoHaHHaAMU. Lje n'aTui BigomMnii 06BMHYBasIbHNI BUPOK YKPaiHCbKOro cyay,
Bigkonn Pocia aKTuBi3yBasla BTOPrHEeHHsI — I[HWI 4YOTUpPpU 0OCO6M OTpuMaau
YMOBHE 3acyf)KeHHsl. «Sl cka3aB cyAy, WO 3rogeH 3 THUM, LYo MOpyLINB 3aKOH
Ykpaiun, — ckazaB AnekceeHko Forum 18, — ase 1 He BUHHWI 3rigHoO i3 3aKOHOM
bos>kum»>.

Brepwe 3 Toro yacy, sk Pocia akTuBi3yBasia BTOPrHeHHs B YKpaiHy B ntoToMy 2022 poky,
YKpaiHa nocaguna y B'SI3HMUIO JIIOAMHY 3@ BiAMOBY WTU A0 apMii 3 MipKyBaHb COBICTi. 16
CiyHa AnenauinHun cya Mmicta IsaHo-®paHKiBCbKa Ha NiBAEHHOMY 3axofi KpaiHu BiAXWne
anensuito 46-pidyHOro XpucTusiHMHa BiTanis AnekceeHka WOA0 OCKapXXEHHS MoKapaHHSa Y
BUrns4i nosbaeBneHHsS BOJli Ha OAWH pik. BMpok Habupae UMHHOCTI i, 9K Tinbkn BiTanin
NOro oTpMMac, WO OYiKYETbCA 19 CiuHA, BiH pOo3paxoBYy€E 04pa3y BUPYLWNTM A0 B'A3HMULI.

3 IeaHo-®paHKiBCbKa, nicna po3rnany anenduii, AnekceeHKo po3nosiB Forum 18: «4
CKasas cyay, WO 3roeH 3 TUM, WO MNOpYLKWB 3aKOH YKpaiHu, ane s He BUHHUI 3rigHo i3
3aKOHOM boxxunm. 4 xouy 6yTn yecHum nepen cobor". BiH goaas, Wo AkK6U BiH NOKasaBCa Y
CBOEMY <«3JIOUMHI», TO | HUXUYUKA, | anenauinHmi cyan npucyaunm 6 momMy ymMOBHMUI CTPOK
(AnB. HMXYe).

AnekceeHko noeigommB Forum 18, wo nopacTtb we ofgHy ckapry. NpoTe Taka ckapra He
3aBaguTb HabpaHHIO BUPOKOM YMHHOCTI (AMB. HUXYE).

Cekpetap YkpaiHcbkoro nauudictcbkoro pyxy [Opin LensxeHKo Has3BaB PpilleHHS

anensidinHoro cyay "noraHmMum HoBMHaMun". "lLle Hebe3neuyHuih npeueneHT, Konu
anenauinHuin cya 3aauvwme y CUAi BUPOK LLOAO TIOPEMHOro yB'3HEHHS AN1S BiAMOBHMKA
Bi4 BIiCbKOBOI CcNyX6bu 3a nepekoHaHHsMK", - nosigomMms BiH Forum 18 3 Kuesa (aws..
HUXYe).

AneKCceeHKa, SIKMN € BHYTPIWHbLO nepemiweHo ocoboto 3 [oHeubkoi obnacTi, y YepBHi
2022 poKy BUWKIMKanW y BiNCbKKOMaT MicTa IBaHO-O®paHKiBCbka. BiH MoscHuB, WO 3a
peniriiHMMM NepeKkoHaHHSMKW He Moxe 6paTuca 3a 36pot. Momy 6yno BiAMOBNEHO B
anbTepHaTUBHIN UMBINbHIN cnyx6i i Moro cnpasy 6yno nepegaHo A0 npokypaTypu. 15
BepecHss 2022 poky IBaHO-®paHKiBCbKUM MICbKMM CyaoOM MOro 6yno  3acyp)XeHo Ao
OAHOro poky nos6asneHHs BoJi (AMB. HMXYE).

CniBpob6iTHUK IBaHO-PpaHKIiBCbKOro MiCbKBIMCbKKOMATY, SKWWA BiAMOBMBCS Ha3BaTW CBOE

iM'al, 3a89BMB, WO He 3HaMoOMMIA 3i cnpaBot AfeKCeeHKa. «MM HEe MAEMO KOMMNETEHTHOCTI
BignoBigaTM Ha BalWi 3anuMTaHHA, — CKasaB 4YMHOBHMK Forum 18. — 3asBuuyan Mu
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NPOMNOHYEMO anbTepHATUBHY CNyxby uneHam penirininx rpomag». YMHOBHUK BiAMOBUBCS
NOBIAOMUTN, CKiNbKWM YOJOBIKIB 3MOrnM obpaTtu anbTepHaTMBHY UMBINbHY cnyxby nicns
aKTKMBI3aUii poCinCbKOro BTOPrHeHHs B YKpaiHy B NitoToMy 2022 poky (AMB. HUXYE).

Konn Forum 18 3anmTaB UYMHOBHWKA, 4YOMy AJIeKCEEHKA He MOXHa 6yno HanpaBuTU Ha
anbTepHaTUBHY UMBINbHY cnyxby 3a noTpibHMM nig 4yac BiMHM daxoMm, cKaximo, A0
rocnitasto; YNHOBHUK HE MOSACHUB, YOMY (ANB. HMXYE).

PaHiwe, y 2022 poui, 3a 4YoTMpMa KpMMiHaNbHUMKU CNpaBaMn Cyau 3acyaunm BiAMOBHUKIB
[0 YMOBHOIO TIOPEMHOIO YB'SI3HEHHS 3 BUNpobyBasbHUM TEPMIHOM:

- 18 TpaBHsa 2022 p., AHapia Kyuepa, M. MykaueBe, 3acya)XeHo A0 4 pokiB rnosbaBrieHHS
BOJ1i YMOBHO;

- 21 yepBHsa 2022 p., OmnTtpa KyuepoBa, M. OnekcaHapis (KipoBorpaacbka obnactb),
3acyn)keHo Ao 3 pokiB no36asBsieHHS BOJli YMOBHO;

- 17 cepnHa 2022 p., OnekcaHgpa Kopobka, M. MykauyeBe, 3acCya)eHO A0 3 poKiB
nosb6assieHHS BOJi YMOBHO;

- 22 cepnHs 2022 p., Map'aHa Kanaua, M. MykaueBe, 3acya)XeHo A0 3 pokiB rno36aBrieHHs
BOJ1i YMOBHO.

KyuyepoB, ufieH uepkBu n'aTMaecATHUKIB "[xepeno Xutta", 3aCHOBYE CBOK BiAMOBY Bij
BiMCbKOBOI CNy>6n Ha CBOIN XPUCTUSAHCBLKIN Bipi. CyAoBi pilleHHS 3 iHWKUX TPbOX cCnpas
OMNMCYOTb Ninwe BiAMOBY OcCib Big B6MBCTBa /togen 3 MipKyBaHb COBICTI.

3riaHo MoctaHoBu KabiHeTy MiHicTpis Big 10 nuctonaga 1999 p. anbTepHaTUBHY LMBINbHY
cnyxby po3sonanocs obupatu TibKM 4ONO0BiKaM, WO Hanexatb A0 10 penirinHux
opraHisauin, BM3HaHUX AOEPXAaBOK NaundIiCcTCbkMMK. O HUX HanexaTb: aABEHTUCTU-
pedopMiCTN; aaBEHTUCTM CbOMOro [AHS; €BaHreNbCbKi  XPUCTUAHW;  €BAHIeNbCbKi
XpUctTusiHn-6anTnctu; «MNokyTHMKN» abo cnoB'sHCbka uepkBa Cesatoro [yxa; Csiaku
€rosu; XapusaMaTUYHI XPUCTUAHCBKI LepkBu (i LepKBU, MPUPIBHAHI 40 HMUX BiAMOBIAHO 4O
IXHiIX 3apeecTpoBaHMX CTaTyTiB); XPUCTUSIHWU BipU €EBAHIreNbCbKOi — MN'aTUAECATHUKKN (i
LEepPKBWU, NMPUPIBHAHI A0 HUX BIiANOBIAHO A0 iXHIX 3apeECTPOBaAHUX CTATYTIB); XPUCTUSHMU
€BaHrenbCbKkoi Bipn; ToBapucTBO CBIAOMOCTI KpillHW.

YonosikKn, aki He 6ynun uyneHamu xoAHoi i3 umx 10 rpomaa, He Manu npasa nogasaTu
3as8BY Ha anbTEpPHATUBHY CNyXby.

OaHa 3 uux 10 rpomag, Ceigkun €rosu, BiAMOBNAETLCSA BiZ BINCbKOBOI CNyX6u 3 MipKyBaHb
coBicTi B byab-sKili KpaiHi, ane 6inbwWicTb roToBa MiTM Ha anbTEPHATUBHY, MOBHICTIO
LUMBINbHY OpMYy Cryxobu.

Micna BigHOBMEeHHSA BTOprHeHHs Pocii B YKkpaiHy B ntoToMy 2022 poKy Ta OrofIOWEHHS
BiMCbKOBOro CTaHy B YKpaiHi BilCbKKOMaTu BUKINKanu Tucsadi Ceiakie €rosu. MNpokypopu
NOpYyLLMIN KPUMiHaNbHI CripaBn Wwoao 67 ocib, 3 akux 44 Bxe 3akpuTi, nosigoMmmnm Forum
18 CBiaku €rosu.

«BpaxoBytoumn, wo Tucadi CeigkiB €rosu 6ynu BUKAWKaHI y BiiCbKKOMATW, LUe AyXe
NO3UTMBHA CUTyauis, — po3nosinn Ceigkn €rosm Forum 18 - uUe MO3UTUBHWUI 3HaAK TOro,
WO ypsaa NoBaXKa€ BiAMOBHUKIB LWOAO NEpeKOHaHb HaBiTb Nif Yac BOEHHOrO KOHMMIKTY».
BoHn popanu, WO BASYHI ypsAay 3@ Te, WO BiH MNOBa)ae€ MNpPOXaHHSA o4en Lwoao
anbTepHaTUBHOI rPOMaAsHCLKOT CNy»6U, «He3BaXkatoum Ha BaXKKi 06CTaBUHM>.

LWensaxeHKo 3 YKpaiHCbKOro naundicTCbKoro pyxy 3a3Hadae, Wo BMPOKKU 3a BCiMa N'ATbMa
3BMHYBAYE€HHSMWN BiAMOBHMKIB 3@ NepekoHaHHsAMWU binblwe He dirypytoTb y nybniyHoMy
OHNaNH-peECTpi CyaoBMX pilleHb, KM Beae [lepaBHa cyAoBa aaMiHicTpauia y Kuesi.
«3HUKHEHHS 3 Nyb6/iYHOro peecTpy BMPOKY [CyAy HMXYOI iHCTaHUIi] Ta iHWKWX BMPOKIB, 3a
AKUMU BIAMOBHMKIB 6yN10 YMOBHO 3acyaxeHo A0 no3basneHHs BOni, BUrNa4a€ sk cnpoba
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npuxoBaTW BiA rPOMaACbKOCTIi MOPYLWEHHA npaB JAUHW», — Hanonarae BiH (AuB.
HMXYeE).

[ep>xxaBHa cyaoBa agMiHicTpauia y Knesi He Bianosisna Ha nncbMoBe 3anuTtaHHa Forum 18
npo Te, YoMy BUPOKM 3 UMX N'ATK cnpaB binbwe He irypytoTb y ny6niyHOMY OHManH-
PEECTPi CYyAOBMX BUPOKIB (ANB. HMXYE).

3giricHeHHs1 BigMOBM Big BilicbKOBOI C1y>«6M 3a nepeKoOHaHHAMU

B YKpaiHi KoXXeH Ma€ 3apeecTpyBaTh CBOK AOMALLHIO aagpecy B opraHax Bnagun. Kpim Toro,
BCi YonoBikn (BKAOYar4uM ocCib, sKi BiAMOBNSAOTLCS Big BiMCbKOBOI Ciyx6u 3 MipKyBaHb
COBICTi), TaKOX TOBMHHI 3apeecTpyBaTUCa B MiCLEBOMY BinCbkkoMaTi. [loTiM ycCiM
YOJIOBIKAM BWAAETLCS BiNCbKOBUMMN KBWUTOK, B $SIKOMY BKAa3YETbCS, YW MNPOXOAATb BOHMU
BiNCbKOBY cCnyx6y, um npoxoawnu ii, 4nm 3BiNbHeEHi Big Hei, yn € pe3sepBicTaMn uu
NpoOXoannun anbTepHaTUBHY Cnyxby.

B YkpaiHi ocobu, sKi BiAMOBASOTbLCS BiA BilACbKOBOI CAyX6u 3 MipKyBaHb COBICTi, BXe
JAaBHO CTUKaIOTbCA 3 MnepewkogAaMyu nig 4vac MNpPOXOMKEHHSA aJibTepHaTUBHOI
LUMBISIbHOI cny»6u. KomiteT 3 npaB ntoanHu OpraHizauii O6'egHaHmx Hauin (OOH) y
CBOIX  3aK/IlOUYHMX  3ayBaXXeHHAX woao  Ykpainu Big 9 nwToro 2022p.
(CCPR/C/UKR/CO/8) Haronocus, WO <«afbTEPHATUBU BilACbKOBOI Cnyx6bmu MatoTb 6yTH
OOCTYMHI Ans BCix ocib, aki BiAMOBNAOTLCA BiA BilCbKOBOiI Ccny»X6bwu 3 MipKyBaHb COBICTI,
6e3 aguckpuMiHauii Woao xapakTepy iX NepeKkoHaHHs, WO BUNpaBAOBYE BiAMOBY (4u
penirinHi NnepekoHaHHS Y1 HepenirinHi NnepekoHaHHS, 3aCHOBaHi Ha COBICTi)».

21 cepnHa 2022 poky MiHicTepctBO 060pOHM YKpaiHM MOBIiAOMMNO YKpaiHCbKUN
naundicTCbknii pyx, WO Mi4 4Yac BIMCbKOBOrO CTaHy NpaBO Ha anbTEpPHaTUBHY UMBINbHY
CNyx6y 6yno NpMNMHEHO (ANB. HUXYE).

Y 3ayBaxeHHi 3aranbHoro nopsaky N2 22 Kowmitety 3 npas noanHu OOH go cratTi 18
(«CBoboga AyMKM, COBICTi Ta penirii») MiXHapoAHOro nakTy MpO rpoMaasHCbKi Ta
noniTmyHi npaea (MMIMMN) HaronowyeTbcs, Wo "Bigd UbOro npaBa HEe MOXHa
BiACTYyNnaTu HaBiTb Nig Yac HaA3BUYaWHOIO CTaHy B KpaiHi , L0 3arpoiXye XUTTIO
Hauii".

Po6oua rpyna OOH i3 goBinbHMX 3aTpuMaHb 3asBusa y 2019 poui, wWo «npasBo Ha
BiAMOBY Bifg BIMCbKOBOI CNy>X6u 3 MipKyBaHb COBICTi € YAaCTUHOIK abCoONOTHO 3axXULLEHOIro
npaea AOTPMMYBaTUCSA NepekoHaHb BigNoBiAHO A0 ctaTtTi 18 (1) MNMakTy, ke He Moxe 6yTn
obmMexeHe aepxxaBaMm».

Y Pocii 1i MibXHapoAHO-BU3HAHUX KOpAOHAaX HEMAE 3aKOHOAABYOro Y™ MpPakKTUYHOro

MNOJIOXKEHHA NPo anbTEPHATUBHY FrPOMaAAHCbKY cnyx6y nig yac mobinisauii, xo4a
Wwo KOoHCTUTYUis rapaHTYE Lue NpaBo KOXXHOMY rPOMaAsiHUHY.

Pocia Ha ykpaiHCbkMX TepeHax, siKi BOHa He3aKoHHO okynyBana 3 2014 poky, 3po6una
NpuU30B YOJIOBIKIB Y CcBOI 36poiHi cuaun. Lle 3/10umH 3rigHo XKeHeBCbKOI KOHBEHLl
(IV) npo 3axMcT LMBiJIbHOrO HaceJsIeHHA Mig 4ac BiWHM, siKa OXOMNJE npaBa
LMBINIbHMX OCi6 Ha TEepUTOPIsIX, OKYNOBaHUX iHLWIOK AepXXaBot (3a3Ha4vyeHux sk ocobu, wo
«3axuwarTtbca»). Cratta 51 rosoputb: «OkynauinHa pAgepxasa He Mae€ nmMpasa
npumywysatm oci6, wWwo nepebysalTb Nig 3axXUCTOM, CAYXUTU B ii 36pONHUX uu
AOMOMIDKHMX cunax. XXKogHoro TUCKY YW nponaraHauv, CnpsMOBaHMX Ha 3abesnedyeHHs
A06pOBINbHOIO NPU30BY, HE AOMYCKAETLCS».

B aHaniTMyHoMy 3BiTi BepxoBHoro koMmicapa OOH 3 npas ntogumHu Big 11 TpasHa 2022 p.
(A/HRC/50/43) HaronowyeTtbcs, wo YBKIMJT 3agokyMmeHTyBano, wo Pocia Ha HE3aKOHHO
OKYMOBaHIiN yKpaiHCbKilA TepuTopii KpuMy ceplio3HO nopywwuna MixHapoaHe npaBo B
ranysi npas AOANHWN, NPU3BaBLUM Ha BINCbKOBY cnyx6y noHaa 3000 ocib.
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AlbTepHaTUBHa UMBINIbHa cny>xkb6a «He 3aCTOCOBYETbCSA>» B yMOBaxX BOEHHOIo
CTaHy

Micna akTuBi3auii pociicbkoro BTOprHeHHs B YKpaiHy B ntoToMy 2022 poKy npe3uaeHT
YkpaiHn Bonogmmup 3eneHCbKMIA Nignnucas yka3 Npo BBeAEHHSI BOEHHOrO CTaHy Ha 90
OHiB. Yci yonosiku BikoM Big 18 no 60 pokiB 6ynn BM3HaHI AONYWEHMMU A0 NPU30BY LLOAO
3aranbHoi Mo6inizauii Ta iMm 6yB 3abopoHeHuUlt BWi3g i3 KpaiHu. [Mepiog BOEHHOro CTaHy
KilbKa pasiB Nofo0BXyBaBCS i 3apa3 Ma€ 3aKiHunTmucs 19 nwTtoro 2023 poky.

YKpaiHCbKkUn naundicTCbKnii pyx BUCNOBUB CTypbOBaHIiCTb TWUM, WO Nig 4Yac BOEHHOrO
CTaHy MiHO6OpOHM MOXe He noBaxaTu npaBo OCiI6 Ha MNPOXOAXEHHS ajibTepHATUMBHOI
UMBINbHOI  Cnyx6uM, SAKWO BOHWM HE MOXYTb CAYXWUTM Yy 36porHMX cunax 3a
nepekoHaHHsMK. 26 nunHa 2022 poKy 3 UbOro rnpumeoay iM 6yno HampaBieHO 3BEPHEHHS
A0 MiHo6opoHw.

Y cBoinn Bignosiai Big 21 cepnHa 2022 poky, 3 KO O03Hamommeca Forum 18,
MOSIKOBHMK Oner XpUCTEHKO, 3acCTyNMHWK HadajlbHUMKA [0NOBHOro YynpaBniHHA Kaapis
FeHepanbHoOro wtaby, 3a3HauMBe, WO BiAMOBIAHO A0 3aKOHY MNPO aJbTEPHATUMBHY CNyxby
YOJIOBIKM MOXYTb BMOpaTM anbTepHaTUBHY CNyx6y, <«AKWO BMKOHaHHSA BilAICbKOBUX
060B'A3KiB cynepeuynTb iX penirintHMM nepeKoHaHHsM Ta Ui rpoMagssHM HanexaTb 4O
UMHHUX BiANOBIAHO A0 3aKOHOAABCTBa YKpaiHU penirinHMx opradilauin, BipocnoBigaHHS
AKNX HE AO0MYCKAE KOPUCTYBaHHS 36po€to».

OaHaK NONKOBHWK XPUCTEHKO 3a3HayuuvB, LLO 4yepe3 BTOPrHEHHHA POCiiH Ta OroJioleHHS
BINCbKOBOro CTaHy PperynasipHuUii NpuM30B Ha BIACbKOBY CNyx6y Oyfo MNpuUNMHEHO Ta
3aMiHeHOo Mobinizauien. «ToMy, BMXOASUYM 3 BUKIIAAEHOrO, peanisauis KOHCTUTYLIMHOro
npasa rpoMaAsiH Ha MNPOXOMAXEHHS afibTEPHATMBHOI (HEBINCbKOBOI) CNyxbu B yMmoBax
NpaBoOBOro PEXWMY BOEHHOrO CTaHy Ta B nepiog Mobinizauii y 3B'A3ky 3 BiACYTHICTIO
NpM30BY Ha CTPOKOBY BiNCbKOBY CYyXby HE 3aCTOCOBYETbCA».

MoNkKoBHMK XpUCTEHKO AofaB, WO 3akKOH nMpo MobinisauiHy niarotoBky Ta mobiniszauito
«He nepeabavae anbTepHaTUBHY (HEBINCbKOBY) CyX6y AN NPU30BHUKIB, MOKANKAHUX Ha
BiliCbKOBY cnyx06y B nepiog mobinizauii».

Cny>»x6a 3alHATOCTI BigXWJISIE 3anNNUT Ha aZibTEPHATUBHY CNy>K6y

BiTanin BacunboBnu Anekceenko (Hapoamscs 2 rpyaHs 1976 p.) npoxunBaB y CNnoB'AHCbKY
Ha cxoai JoHeubkoi obnacTi YkpaiHu, konu Pociga po3novana HOBE BTOPrHeEHHS B YKpaiHy
B ntotomy 2022 p. Y 2017 p. BiH 6yB 3apeecTpoBaHui y BincbkkomaTi micta Cnos'saHCbKa,
ane He oaepxaB BiNCbKOBUI KBUTOK. OAHaK oMy BuUAanu AoBiaky, wo aie go 2022 poky,
Ta niaTBepAXye, WO BiH He cny>xus B apMmii B 1990-i pokn B Y3bekucrtaHi, e Toai
MpoOXuBaB, 3 MipKyBaHb COBICTi.

Y TpaBHi 2022 poky ANeKCeeEHKO yTik A0 IBaHO-OpaHKiBCbKa. 2 YEPBHS MOro BUKMKAIU
[0 MiCbKOro BiMCbKKOMaTy. BiH MOBIAOMWMB, WO HE MOXe B3ATUCHA 3a 36pol0 yepes CBOI
penirimHi  nepekoHaHHs $K XPUCTUSHMHa. "4 cCckasaB M, WO TrOTOBUA MPOUTH
anbTepHaTuBHY cnyxby, i Hanucas Taky 3asaBy", - po3noBiB BiH Forum 18. BiH Takox
NOSICHWB, WO BiAMOBUBCS BiA BIICbKOBOI CNy>x6u B Y36ekucTaHi 3 MipKkyBaHb COBICTI.

"MeHi ckasanu, WO HeMae BMeBHEHOCTI B TOMY, WO 5 Bipytounii", - po3nosBiB 15 rpyaHs
2022 poky AnekceeHko Forum 18. "BOHM cKasanum, WO TiNbKKM MNpeacTtaBHUKK
3apeecTpoBaHMX KOHdecih MalTb MNpaBo MNPOXOAUTU  anbTepHATUMBHY  cnyxby".
ANeKCeeHKO MOSICHMB, WO BipMTb B Icyca Xpucta Ta MOro Hakas MpoTUCTOSATU 31y 6e3
HacunbCTBa Ta 6yTM MMPOTBOPUSAMM, SIK 3a3Ha4yeHo Yy HaripHiin nponosigi. «Ane 8 He
XOAXY A0 XOAHOi LepkBn, 60 BOHM He AOTPUMYIOTBCS TOro, WO CKasaB XpUCTOC».
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BilicbkkOMaT 3HOBY BUK/IMKaB AJIeKCEEHKa 6 4YepBHS, 3asBUBLLKM, WO WOro 3asBy Mpo
anbTepHaATUBHY cnyxby BiaxuneHo. Konu BiH BiaMoBMBCA Big Mob6inisauii, ypsaoBui
BMK/IMKAAW NoAiLito.

ANEKCEEHKO MOSICHMB, WO He 60sIBCSA i BBa)kaB 3a Kpalle He TikaTh i He XoBaTucsa Bia
Bnaan. "4 He 60tocs HaBiTb B'A3HKMLI", - cka3aB BiH Forum 18 y rpyaHi.

CniBpob6iTHMK IBaHO-PPaHKIiBCbKOrO MiCbKBIMCbKKOMATY, KM BiAMOBMBCS Ha3BaTu CBOE
iM'sl, 3a8BMB, WO He 3HaNnoMuiIA 3i cnpaBolo AnekceeHka. "Mu He KOMMETEHTHI BignoBiaaTn
Ha Balli NUTaHHSA, - CKasaB YWHOBHUK 17 ciyHa 2023 Forum 18 - 3a3Bu4Yain Mu
MPOMNOHYEMO anbTEPHATUBHY CNyXby uneHam penirinHnx rpomag". YMHOBHMK BiAMOBUBCS
NOBIAOMUTN, CKiNbKM YOJIOBIKIB 3MOrnM obpaTtu anbTepHaTUBHY LMBIIbHY Cnyx6y nicns
aKTUBI3aLii poCiNCbKOro BTOPrHeHHs B YKpaiHy y notomy 2022 poky.

Konn Forum 18 noBiAOMWB YMHOBHUKY, LLO 3anepeyeHHs ANeKCeEHKa MpoTu ciyxbu B
apMmii I'pyHTYIOTbCS Ha WOro penirinHMX nepekoHaHHsX, YMHOBHMUK BignoBiB: «Hexal
3axoAuTb A0 Hac Bapyre». [di3HaBWKUCb, WO ANEKCEEHKO OCb-OCb BUPYLLIUTb A0 B'A3HULI
nicns Toro, ik moro anensuito 6yno BiAXMNEHO, YNHOBHUK MOBTOPUB, WO HE 3HANOMUN 3
obctaBMHaMn MOro cnpasw.

Konn Forum 18 3anuMTaB YMHOBHWKA, YoMy ANEKCEEHKA He MOXHa 6yno HanpaBUTM Ha
anbTEPHATUBHY UMBINbHY cnyxby 3a noTpibHOW Mig 4ac BiMHM npodecieto, ckaximo, Ao
WNUTaN, YAHOBHUK HE MOSICHNB, YOMY.

CyAa, KpuMiHasbHa cnpaBa, 3aCyA>XeHHsl, TOPEeMHUHA TEPMIH

Cnipunin noBigoMMB ANeEKceeHKa, WO CTOCOBHO HbOro 6yae BIAKPUTO KpWUMiHanbHe
npoBaaXeHHss 3a ctatrelo 336 KK. BoHa nepepbadae nokapaHHs 3a "YXUNeHHsa Big
NMpuU30BY Ha BilicbkoBY cnyxby nig yac mobinisauii, Ha ocobnuBuin nepion, Ha BiACbLKOBY
cnyxby 3a npu3oBOM 3 4ucna pes3epsBicTiB B ocobnuBun nepioa". [lMMokapaHHa -
no36aBfieHHs BOJIi TEPMIHOM Big TpbOX A0 N'SATM POKIB.

3a nopagoto cnigyoro AneKceeHKo BU3HaB cebe BUHHUM, ane BiAMOBUBCS KasdATUCb Yy CBOIX
niax, "OCKiNIbKM  NEpeKOHaHul, WO MNOBOAMBCA  TMPUCTOMHO  MO-XPUCTUSIHCbKMU,
OOTpUMYBaBCS BesiHb COBICTi i He pobuB HIYOro noraHoro", NOBIAOMNAETLCA B NUCTI
YKpaiHCbKoro naungicTcbkoro pyxy Ha agpecy MoHiTopuHrosoi Micii OOH 3 npas noanHy
B YKpaiHi Big 9 nucrtonaga 2022 p.

15 BepecHa 2022 poky B IBaHO-®paHKIBCbKOMY MICbKOMY CyAi B XoA4i CyAoBOro
NpoBaAXXeHHS Y KpUMiHasnbHil cnpasi cyaas PomaH XopocTin BU3HaB AneKCeeHKa BUHHUM
3a craTtTreto 336 KpuMiHanbHOro KOAEKCY 3rigHO pilleHHs, 3 9KMM 03HanoMmeca Forum 18.
3a3HaumMo, Wwo npokypop Onbra lasykiHa, siIka nigTpuMyBana 3BUHYBAYeHHs Yy cyAai,
BMMarana TpuUpiYHOro YMOBHOIO YB'I3HEHHS.

OgHak cypas XopocCTin MNpoirHopyBaB KJ/IOMOTaAHHSA MpOKypopa i BUpIWKXMB nocaguTu
AnekceeHka Yy B'A3HMUlO. BiH 3BepHYB yBary Ha AOCYAOBUW MpPOTOKOA, B SKOMY
roBopunocs, Wo ANeKCeEHKO He CTaHOBUTb Hebesnekun Ans CyCcninbCTBa, i CKOPOTUB NOMY
nokapaHHs A0 OAHOro poky no36aBneHHa BOMi. Y BUPOKY CKasaHo, WO TepMiH
NOYMHAETLCS i3 PaKTUYHOro 3aTpUMaHHA ANeKceeHKa.

AnekceeHKO 3BepHYyBCS A0 IBaHO-DpaHKiBCbKOro anensuinHoro cyay. 3rigHo npoTokonam
cyany, nicna nepeHeceHHsa criyxXaHHA anensuii Yepes BiACYTHICTb €NeKTPUKU BOHO HapeLTi
Biabynoca 16 ciuHa 2023 poky. [onoBytouum cypaetio 6ys Bonoammup [MoB310, SIKOro
cynpoBoaXyBanu koneru-cyaai OnekcaHap Bacunbes Ta boraaH Kykypyas. CnyxaHHS
6yno BigkputmMm, po3nosiB AnekceeHko Forum 18 i apysi npuiwnm Tyam Ha Woro
nNiagTPUMKY.
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«$ cKkasaB cyay, WO 3rofeH 3 TUM, WO NOPYLWMB 3aKOH YKpaiHU, - pO3noBiB ANeKCeeEHKO
Forum 18, - ane 9 He BUHEH 3a 3aKOHOM BboxuM. A xouy 6yTn yecHum nepeq cobotro. BiH
aonas, WO k6K BiH MoKasiBCS Yy CBOEMY <«3JIOUMHI», TO i HMXYMRA, i anenauinHuin cyau
npucyannn 6 MoMy yMOBHUIA TepMiH. "SK 5 Mir 3pobunTun ue, AKWOo 9 He BUHEH?"

AnensuinHMn cya BiAXMNMB 3asBYy amicus curiae (apyra cyay) Bia LlensikeHka 3
YKpaiHCbKOro naumndicTtcbkoro pyxy, B $Kill CTBepA)XyBasnocs, WO AJ/eKCeeEHKa ciig
BunpasaaTtu. Cyaai ckasanu, Wwo BOHW Kpalle 3HalTb 3aKOoH, 3a3Haums LensxeHko.

OaviH i3 cypdiB 3anuTaB ANEeKCeEeHKa, SK BiH MoXe aoBectun, wo BO6MBCTBO nwoaen
HecyMicHe 3 1Oro peniritHMMM nepekoHaHHsMM. BiH BiANOBIB, WO AKWO Cyd MOMY He
noBipnTb, TO HEe 3MOXe MOoro nepekoHaTtu. BiH 3HOBY BWKaB CBOI peniriiHi NpUYMHK
HeCyMicHi 3 BiiCbkOBOI cnyxboto. "lMpocToTa Ta wWupicTb BiTanis, cxoxe, He cnpaBun
BpaXkeHHs Ha cya", - ckasas LWensaxeHko Forum 18.

Fonosytoumnin cyans NoB350 BUC/IOBMB HEBAOBOJIEHHS TUM, WO CyA OTPUMaB MOBiAOM/IEHHS
3 YCbOro CBIiTY Ha NiaATpMMKY AnekceeHka, nosigomms LensxxeHko Forum 18.

17 ciyHg Forum 18 He Baanocs 3B'A3aTtncs i3 NpoKypopoM MasykiHoto.
AnekceeHko nosigomMme Forum 18, wo Aani ockap>XyBaTuUMe CBOE 3aCYAXEHHS i TIOpeEMHe

YB'SI3HEHHS. «H He Xxouy, wob XToCb We cTpaxaasB Big uboro». OgHak BiH CKasaB, WO
NPUMNPUBCSA 3i CBOED aonet. "B'a3nmus € B'a3Hnus”

CnpaBu 6inibLUe He BigobparkaroTbCsi y Ny6s1iYHOMY peecTpi pilueHb

Bupokn 3 ycix n'atm BiAOMMX 3BMHYBay€Hb LOAO BiAMOBHMKIB BiJ BilMCbKOBOI Ccnyx6bu 3
MipKyBaHb COBICTi 6iniblie He dirypytoTb y nyb6AiYHOMY OHMI@aNH-pPEECTPi CyAOBUX PilleHb,
KU Beae [lepxaBHa cypoBa aaMiHicTpauis y Kuesi. Cnpobu oTpumatu AOCTyn A0 HUX
HaBOASTb Ha CTOPiIHKY 3 HanucoM: «[llepernag CTOpiHKM HeZoCTynHui. HepilicHe abo
3acTapine nocunaHHa». bBinblWicTb, ane He BCi, 3 BEPAMUKTIB Yy iHWNX CnpaBax, BUHECEHUX
UMMM cyaamum B Ui gaTtu, 6ynm 3aranbHOAOCTYNHMMU, Konn 17 ciyHs Forum 18 nepernsgas
iX.

«3HUKHEHHS 3 Ny6NiYHOro peecTpy BMPOKY [cyay MNepLloi iHCTaHUii] Ta iHWK1X BUPOKIB, 3a
SSKMMW BiAMOBHMKIB ByNno 3acyaXxeHo 0 no3baBneHHs BOJi i3 3aMiHOW Mo36aBfieHHs BOJIi
YMOBHUM TEpMiHOM, BUrNg4a€ cnpoboio npuxoBaTu Big rPOMAACLKOCTI MOPYLUEHHS npas
noanHn», - 3aaBuB 16 CidHg LenshkeHko 3 YkpaiHCbKoro naundicrcekoro pyxy Forum
18.

BpaHui 17 ciyHg Forum 18 3pobus 3anut Ao [epxxaBHOi cyaoBoi aaMiHicTpauii y Kuesi,
YOMY BMPOKM Yy UMX N'ATM cnpaBax MNpoO BiAMOBY BiA BiNCbKOBOI CNy>X6bwu 3 MipKyBaHb
cosicTi 6inbwe He dirypytoTs y nybniyHoMy peectpi. CTaHOM Ha KiHeub poboyoro gHs 3a
Knesom Bignosigi Forum 18 He oTpuMas.

Cepiio3Hi nopyweHHs rnpas JIIOANHU Ha OKyMnoBaHiu Pocieto Teputopii Ykpaiun

Cepio3Hi nopyweHHs ceBoboamn penirii Ta NnepekoHaHb Ta iHWMX NpaB JIANHN MalTb Micue
Ha BCiiA TepuTopii YKpaiHu, HE3aKOHHO OKynoBaHin Pocielo.

Ha okynoBaHin Poci€eto ykpaiHCbKiin Teputopii KpMMy A0 HMX HanexaTb: NpuMMycoBe
3arnpoBaf)XeHHS POCIMCbKMX 3aKOHIB Ta O6MeXeHb Ha 34iNCHEeHHS npaB JIAUNHNK,
BK/tOUatoun ceoboay penirii UM nepekoHaHb; B3ATTA Nig BapTy KPUMCbKUX B'I3HIB COBICTI
MycynbMaH Ta CBigkiB €rosu; HaCUNbHULbKE 3aKpUTTH MicUb BigNpaBfieHHS KYyNbTy;
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nokapaHHs noaen 3a npoBedeHHS 360piB ana 6orocnyxiHb 6e3 a03Bosy Pocincbkoi
AepXXaBu.

B okynosaHilh Pocieto JlyraHcbkoi obnacti oo aktuBisauii BTOprHeHHA B YKpaiHy B
2022 poui BOHM BKAKOYanM: OrofiolleHHS HE3aKOHHMMMK BCiX MPOTECTaHTCbKUX | TUX, WO
He HanexaTb MockoBcbkOMYy [laTpiapxaTy npaBOCIaBHUX rpomaj; aTtMmocdepy cTpaxy
nepen o6roBOpeHHsSM MOpyLWeHb MpaB JoAWMHW; HEeo4HOpas3oBi BiAMOBM Yy A03BONI
PUMCbKO-KaTOJIMLbKOMY CBSILLEHUKY XWUTW Yy PerioHi; 36inblweHHs KiIbKOCTi 3a60poOHEHnX
HIBUTO «EeKCTPEeMICTCbKMX» KHWUI, BKJIlOYAuM BuAaHHA €aHrenia Big IeaHa, sike 6yno
ony6nikoBaHe B 1820 poui.

MoBHI 3BiTUM Npo cBo6oAy AYVMKMW, COBICTi Ta NnepeKoHaHb Ha OKynoBaHin Pociero
YKpaiHi

Hobipka Forum 18 3060B's3aHb OpraHisadii 3 6e3neku Ta cniBpobiTHUUTBaA B
€Bponi (OBCE) wono ceoboau penirii UM NepeKoHaHb

First known wartime conscientious objector jailing

Felix Corley

Foruml18 (17.01.2023) - 46-year-old Christian Vitaly Alekseenko expects to be
taken to begin his one-year jail term on 19 January. On 16 January, Ivano-
Frankivsk Appeal Court rejected his appeal against his conviction for refusing
call up to the military on conscientious grounds. His is the fifth known Ukrainian
court conviction since Russia renewed its invasion - the other four men
received suspended sentences. "I told the court I agree that I have broken the
law of Ukraine,” Alekseenko told Forum 18, "but I am not guilty under the law
of God."

For the first known time since Russia renewed its invasion of Ukraine in February 2022,
Ukraine has jailed an individual for refusing on grounds of conscience a military call-up.
On 16 January, the Appeal Court in the south-western city of Ivano-Frankivsk rejected
the appeal by 46-year-old Christian Vitaly Alekseenko against his one-year jail term.
When he gets the written verdict, which he expects on 19 January, the sentence will go
into force and he expects to be taken to prison immediately afterwards.

"I told the court I agree that I have broken the law of Ukraine," Alekseenko told Forum
18 from Ivano-Frankivsk after the appeal hearing, "but I am not guilty under the law of
God. I want to be honest to myself." He added that had he repented of his "crime", both
the lower and the appeal court would have given him a suspended sentence (see below).

Alekseenko told Forum 18 he would lodge a further appeal. However, such an appeal
would not prevent the sentence now going into force (see below).

Yurii Sheliazhenko, secretary of the Ukrainian Pacifist Movement, described the appeal
court decision as "bad news". "It is a dangerous precedent that the appeal court upheld a
sentence of imprisonment for a conscientious objector," he told Forum 18 from the
capital Kyiv (see below).

Alekseenko, an internally-displaced person from Donetsk Region, was summoned to the

recruitment office in Ivano-Frankivsk in June 2022. He explained that because of his
religious belief he cannot take up arms. He was refused alternative civilian service and

Human Rights Without Frontiers FORB Newsletter | Ukraine >


https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2721
https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2721
https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?query=&religion=all&country=17
https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?query=&religion=all&country=17
https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=1351
https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=1351
https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2803

his case was handed to prosecutors. On 15 September 2022, Ivano-Frankivsk City Court
handed down the one-year jail term (see below).

An official of the Ivano-Frankivsk City Recruitment Office, who refused to give his name,
said he was not familiar with Alekseenko's case. "We're not competent to answer your
questions," the official told Forum 18. "We generally offer alternative service to members
of religious communities." The official refused to say how many men had been able to opt
for alternative civilian service since the February 2022 renewed Russian invasion of
Ukraine (see below).

When Forum 18 asked the official why Alekseenko could not have been assigned an
alternative civilian service in a needed occupation at a time of war, say at a hospital, the
official did not explain why (see below).

In four earlier criminal cases in 2022, courts handed conscientious objectors suspended
prison sentences and terms of probation:

- 18 May 2022, Andrii Kucher, Mukachevo, suspended 4-year jail term;

- 21 June 2022, Dmytro Kucherov, Oleksandriia (Kirovohrad Region), suspended 3-year
jail term;

- 17 August 2022, Oleksandr Korobko, Mukachevo, suspended 3-year jail term;
- 22 August 2022, Maryan Kapats, Mukachevo, suspended 3-year jail term.

Kucherov, a member of Source of Life Pentecostal Church, bases his objection to military
service on his Christian faith. The court decisions in the other three cases describe only
the individuals' conscientious objection to killing people.

Under a 10 November 1999 Cabinet of Ministers Decree, only men who belonged to 10
specified religious communities that the state recognised as pacifist were allowed to opt
for alternative civilian service. These communities are: Reformist Adventists; Seventh-
day Adventists; Evangelical Christians; Evangelical Christians—Baptists; "The Penitents"
or Slavic Church of the Holy Ghost; Jehovah's Witnesses; Charismatic Christian Churches
(and associated churches under their registered statutes); Union of Christians of the
Evangelical Faith - Pentecostals (and associated churches under their registered
statutes); Christians of Evangelical Faith; Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Men who were not members of any of these 10 communities were not eligible to apply
for alternative service.

One of the 10 communities, Jehovah's Witnesses, are conscientious objectors to military
service in any country, but the majority are willing to undertake an alternative, totally
civilian form of service.

Since Russia's renewed invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 and the declaration of
martial law in Ukraine, Recruitment Offices have summoned thousands of Jehovah's
Witness men. Prosecutors opened criminal cases against 67 individuals, of which 44 have
already been closed, Jehovah's Witnesses told Forum 18.

"Considering that thousands of Jehovah's Witnesses have been summoned to the
conscription office, this is a very positive situation," Jehovah's Witnesses told Forum 18.
"It is a positive sign that the government respects conscientious objectors even during a
military conflict." They added that they are grateful that the government respects
individuals' requests for civilian alternative service "despite difficult circumstances".
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Sheliazhenko of the Ukrainian Pacifist Movement notes that the verdicts in all five
conscientious objector convictions no longer appear on the public online register of court
verdicts run by the State Court Administration in Kyiv. "The disappearance from the
public register of [Alekseenko's lower court] verdict and other verdicts where objectors
were sentenced to prison with replacement of incarceration with probation looks like an
attempt to hide the human rights violations from the public," he insisted (see below).

The State Court Administration in Kyiv has not replied to Forum 18's written question as
to why the verdicts in these five cases no longer appear on the public online register of
court verdicts (see below).

Implementation of conscientious objection to military service

In Ukraine, everyone must register their home address with the authorities. In addition,
all men (including conscientious objectors to military service) must also register with the
local military Recruitment Office. All men are then given a military card which states
whether they are doing military service, have done this, are exempt, are reservists, or
have done alternative service.

In Ukraine, conscientious objectors to military service have long faced obstacles to
doing alternative civilian service. The United Nations (UN) Human Rights Committee
in its 9 February 2022 Concluding Observations on Ukraine (CCPR/C/UKR/CO/8)
stressed that "alternatives to military service should be available to all conscientious
objectors without discrimination as to the nature of their beliefs justifying the objection
(be they religious beliefs or non-religious beliefs grounded in conscience)".

On 21 August 2022, the Ukrainian Defence Ministry told the Ukrainian Pacifist Movement
that during martial law the right to do alternative civilian service has been suspended
(see below).

The UN Human Rights Committee's General Comment 22 on Article 18 ("Freedom of
thought, conscience and religion") of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR) notes that "this right is non-derogable even during times of
national emergency threatening the life of the nation".

The UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention stated in 2019 that "the right to
conscientious objection to military service is part of the absolutely protected right to hold
a belief under article 18 (1) of the Covenant, which cannot be restricted by States".

Within Russia in its internationally-recognised boundaries, no legal or practical

provision exists for alternative civilian service during mobilisation, despite the
Constitution guaranteeing this right for every citizen.

Russia has within the Ukrainian territories it has illegally occupied since
2014 conscripted men into its armed forces. This is a crime under Geneva
Convention (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War,
which covers the rights of civilians in territories occupied by another state (described as
"protected persons"). Article 51 states: "The Occupying Power may not compel protected
persons to serve in its armed or auxiliary forces. No pressure or propaganda which aims
at securing voluntary enlistment is permitted."

An 11 May 2022 analytical report (A/HRC/50/43) by the UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights notes that OHCHR has documented that Russia has in the illegally-
occupied Ukrainian territory of Crimea seriously violated international human rights law
by conscripting over 3,000 men into the Russian armed forces.
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Alternative civilian service "not applicable” under martial law

Following the renewed Russian invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky signed a decree imposing martial law for 90 days. All men between
the ages of 18 and 60 were deemed eligible for call-up in a general mobilisation and were
banned from leaving the country. The period of martial law was extended several times
and is currently due to end on 19 February 2023.

The Ukrainian Pacifist Movement expressed concern that during martial law the Defence
Ministry might not respect individuals' right to perform an alternative civilian service if
they cannot serve in the armed forces on grounds of conscience. It wrote to the Defence
Ministry on 26 July 2022.

In its 21 Auqust 2022 response, seen by Forum 18, Colonel Oleg Khrystenko, Deputy
Chief of the Main Personnel Department of the General Staff, pointed out that under the
Alternative Service Law, men could opt for alternative service "if the performance of
military duty conflicts with their religious beliefs and these citizens belong to religious
organisations operating in accordance with the legislation of Ukraine, whose creed does
not allow the use of weapons".

However, Colonel Khrystenko insisted that because of the Russian invasion and the
declaration of martial law, regular conscription to military service had been suspended, to
be replaced by mobilisation. "Therefore, based on the above, the implementation of the
constitutional right of citizens to undergo alternative (non-military) service under the
conditions of the legal regime of martial law and during mobilisation, due to the absence
of conscription for term-limited military service, is not applicable."

Colonel Khrystenko added that the Mobilisation Training and Mobilisation Law "does not
provide for alternative (non-military) service for conscripts who are called up for military
service during mobilisation".

Recruitment Office rejects alternative service request

Vitaly Vasilovich Alekseenko (born 2 December 1976) was living in Slovyansk in Ukraine's
eastern Donetsk Region when Russia began its renewed invasion of Ukraine in February
2022. In 2017 he was registered with the Ukrainian Conscription Office in Slovyansk, but
was given not a military card. However, he was given a certificate valid until 2022
confirming that he had not served in the military in the 1990s in Uzbekistan, where he
then lived, on grounds of conscience.

Alekseenko fled to Ivano-Frankivsk in May 2022. The City Recruitment Office summoned
him on 2 June. He told them that he could not take up arms because of his religious
beliefs as a Christian. "I told them I was ready to do an alternative service and wrote
such a declaration," he told Forum 18. He also explained that he had refused military
service in Uzbekistan on grounds of conscience.

"They told me that there is no certainty that I'm a believer," Alekseenko told Forum 18
on 15 December 2022. "They said that only members of registered faiths have the right
to do alternative service." He said he believes in Jesus Christ and his command to resist
evil without violence and be peacemakers as outlined in the Sermon on the Mount. "But I
don't go to any church as they don't observe what Christ said."

The Recruitment Office summoned Alekseenko again on 6 June, telling him they rejected
his application for alternative service. When he refused to be mobilised, officials called in

the police.
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Alekseenko explained that he was not afraid and chose not to flee or hide from the
authorities. "I'm not afraid, even of prison," he told Forum 18 in December.

An official of the Ivano-Frankivsk City Recruitment Office, who refused to give his name,
said he was not familiar with Alekseenko's case. "We're not competent to answer your
questions," the official told Forum 18 on 17 January 2023. "We generally offer alternative
service to members of religious communities." The official refused to say how many men
had been able to opt for alternative civilian service since the February 2022 renewed
Russian invasion of Ukraine.

When Forum 18 told the official that Alekseenko's objections to serving in the military are
based on his religious beliefs, the official replied: "Let him come in to us a second time."
Told that Alekseenko is about to start his prison term after his appeal was rejected, the
official repeated that he was unfamiliar with the circumstances of his case.

When Forum 18 asked the official why Alekseenko could not have been assigned an
alternative civilian service in a needed occupation at a time of war, say at a hospital, the
official did not explain why.

Criminal case, trial, conviction, jail sentence

The investigator told Alekseenko a criminal case would be launched against him under
Article 336 of the Criminal Code. This punishes "Refusing call-up for military service
during mobilisation or in a special period, and for military service during call-up of
reservists in a special period". Punishment is a jail term of three to five years.

On the investigator's advice, Alekseenko pleaded guilty, but refused to repent of his
actions "because he is convinced that he behaved decently as a Christian, followed the
imperative of his conscience and did nothing wrong", the Ukrainian Pacifist Movement
said in @ 9 November 2022 letter to the United Nations Human Rights Monitoring Mission
in Ukraine.

At his criminal trial at Ivano-Frankivsk City Court on 15 September 2022, Judge Roman
Khorostil found Alekseenko guilty under Criminal Code Article 336, according to the
decision seen by Forum 18. It notes that Prosecutor Olga Gazukina, who led the
prosecution case in court, called for a three-year suspended jail term.

However, Judge Khoristil ignored the Prosecutor's request and decided to jail Alekseenko.
He noted the pre-trial report that said that Alekseenko did not represent a danger to
society and reduced his sentence to a one-year jail term. The verdict says that the term
begins when Alekseenko is actually detained.

Alekseenko appealed to Ivano-Frankivsk Appeal Court. After postponements because of
the lack of electricity, the appeal hearing finally took place on 16 January 2023,
according to court records. Volodymyr Povzlo was the Presiding Judge, accompanied by
fellow Judges Oleksandr Vasilev and Bogdan Kukurudz. The hearing was open,
Alekseenko told Forum 18, and friends attended the hearing in his support.

"I told the court I agree that I have broken the law of Ukraine," Alekseenko told Forum
18, "but I am not guilty under the law of God. I want to be honest to myself." He added
that had he repented of his "crime", both the lower and the appeal court would have
given him a suspended sentence. "How could I do that when I am not guilty?"

The appeal court rejected an amicus curiae (friend of the court) brief from Sheliazhenko
of the Ukrainian Pacifist Movement arguing that Alekseenko should be acquitted. The
Judges said that they know the law better, Sheliazhenko noted.
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One Judge asked Alekseenko how he could prove that killing people was incompatible
with his religious beliefs. He responded that if the court did not believe him he would be
unable to convince it. He again set out his religious reasons for opposing military service.
"Vitaliy's simpleness and sincerity seemingly didn't impress the court," Sheliazhenko told
Forum 18.

Presiding Judge Povzlo expressed displeasure that the court had received messages from
around the world in support of Alekseenko, Sheliazhenko told Forum 18.

Forum 18 was unable to reach Prosecutor Gazukina on 17 January.

Alekseenko told Forum 18 he would lodge a further appeal against his conviction and
jailing. "I don't want anyone else to suffer this." However, he said he was "reconciled" to
his fate. "Prison is prison."

Cases no longer visible on public register of verdicts

The verdicts in all five known conscientious objector convictions no longer appear on the
public online register of court verdicts run by the State Court Administration in Kyiv.
Attempts to access them reach a page which says "The page view is not available. Invalid
or outdated link." Most, but not all, of the verdicts in other cases from those courts and
dates were publicly available when Forum 18 looked on 17 January.

"The disappearance from the public register of [Alekseenko's lower court] verdict and
other verdicts where objectors were sentenced to prison with replacement of
incarceration with probation looks like an attempt to hide the human rights violations
from the public," Sheliazhenko of the Ukrainian Pacifist Movement told Forum 18 on 16
January.

In late morning of 17 January, Forum 18 asked the State Court Administration in Kyiv
why the verdicts in these five conscientious objector cases are no longer visible on the
public register. Forum 18 had received no response by the end of the working day in
Kyiv.

Severe human rights violations in Russian-occupied Ukraine

Serious violations of freedom of religion and belief and other human rights take
place within all the Ukrainian territory Russia has illegally occupied.

Within the Russian-occupied Ukrainian territory of Crimea these include: forced
imposition of Russian laws and restrictions on exercising human rights, including freedom
of religion or belief; jailing Muslim and Jehovah's Witness Crimean prisoners of
conscience; forcible closure of places of worship; and fining people for leading meetings
for worship without Russian state permission.

Within the Russian-occupied Ukrainian region of Luhansk these have up to the renewed
2022 invasion of Ukraine included: rendering illegal all Protestant and non-Moscow
Patriarchate Orthodox communities; a climate of fear about discussing human rights
violations; repeated denials of permission to a Roman Catholic priest to live in the
region; and increasing numbers of banned allegedly "extremist" books, including an
edition of the Gospel of John published in 1820.

Full reports on freedom of thought, conscience and belief in Russian-occupied

Ukraine
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Forum 18's compilation of Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe

(OSCE) freedom of religion or belief commitments
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