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PM Giorgia Meloni: 'No room for Sharia law in Italy'

BKW (18.12.2023) - Giorgia Meloni has served as Prime Minister of Italy for a year, and
she has never shied away from expressing her strong views. Her party, Brothers of Italy
(Fratelli d'Italia), also holds clear stances on these issues.

With her engaging charisma, Meloni has gradually advanced her career in politics. Her
recent remarks are consistent with her past perspectives, indicating that she has
remained steadfast in her path. Her political journey began at the tender age of 15 when
she joined the Youth Front, a group deemed a direct successor to Italian historical
fascism and Mussolini's ideals.

Over time, Meloni became the leader of a right-wing youth organization. In 2008, during
Silvio Berlusconi's administration, she assumed the role of head of the Ministry of Youth
Affairs.

Resurfacing anti-Islamic recording of the Italian Prime Minister

The leader of the Brothers of Italy endeavors to protect Italians from potentially harmful
foreign influences and the threats that immigrants may pose to Italy.

This video of Meloni expressing her views has been circulating for quite some time, but it
has only recently been leaked online and is now drawing attention internationally, even in
Asia. India Today highlighted the speech contained in the recorded footage without
disclosing the source of the video.

In the video, Meloni argues that Islam is incompatible with European values and would
not find a place in Europe. She firmly maintains that there will be no tolerance for Sharia
law in Italy — a law that tightly governs the lives of its main followers, advocating severe
punishments such as the death penalty for adultery, the execution of those who engage
in homosexual activities, and mutilation for acts of theft.

Meloni also took the opportunity to criticize Saudi Arabia for applying this law. "I am
aware that most Islamic cultural centers in Italy are funded by this country," she stated
in the recording.

"I think we need to discuss the issue of Islam in Europe. An Islamization process is
happening here that contradicts our civilization's values," she continued.

This video was released to the public at quite an opportune moment. It resurfaced after

the Brothers of Italy organized a political festival in Rome on December 16th. The event
was attended by British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, who is of Indian descent.
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Giorgia Meloni, "Religious freedom is not a second-class
right”

The video message of Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni on the occasion of
the presentation of the 16th edition of the Report on Religious Freedom in the
World produced by the Pontifical Foundation Aid to the Church in Need.

By Giorgia Meloni, President of the Council of Ministers of the Italian Republic

The European Times (23.06.2023)

Good morning to all.

I greet and thank “Aid to the Church in Need” for the extraordinary work it has carried
out since 1947 and for the great service it offers to institutions, the media and public
opinion with the publication of its Report on Religious Freedom.

Religious freedom is a natural right and precedes any legal formulation because it is
written in the heart of man.

It is a right proclaimed by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights but, unfortunately,
it is still trampled upon in too many nations of the world and, all too often, in almost total
indifference.

Thus it happens that so many men, women and children not only have to suffer the pain
of being denied the right to profess their faith but also the humiliation of being forgotten.
And this is doubly unacceptable because keeping silent about the denial of religious
freedom is tantamount to being complicit in it. We do not intend to do this.

It is everyone’s duty to defend religious freedom, but to carry out this commitment it is
necessary to know data and numbers, to understand in depth the scenario in which we
move, to have in our eyes and in our hearts the stories of those who suffer abuse,
persecution, violence.

This is what I saw in the eyes of Maria Joseph and Janada Markus, two very young
Nigerian Christian women victims of the ferocity of Boko Haram terrorists. I met them on
Women’s Day and was left breathless by their courage, their strength, and their dignity.
It was an encounter I will not forget and it left me with great lessons.

This is why the ACN Report is so valuable because it does not make abstract analyses or
reasoning but gets to the heart of persecution and discrimination, to the heart of the
victims, their history, and their lives.
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It is a bit like a guide for drawing a course of action. One of them is very clear: religious
freedom is not a second-class right, it is not a freedom that comes after others or can
even be forgotten for the benefit of self-styled new freedoms or rights.

Similarly, we cannot forget another phenomenon that affects more developed societies.
Pope Francis has warned us of the danger of a polite persecution, disguised as culture,
modernity and progress, which in the name of a misunderstood concept of inclusion
limits the possibility of believers to express their convictions in the sphere of social life.

It is an analysis that I share because it is profoundly wrong to think that in order to
welcome the other one must deny one’s identity, including religious identity. Only if you
are aware of who you are can you dialogue with the other, can you respect him, know
him in depth, and draw enrichment from that dialogue.

But we must not, of course, forget the first type of persecution, the material persecution
that afflicts many nations around the world, a reality on which we must open our eyes
and act now, without wasting any more time. This is what the government intends to do
and has begun to do, starting with the call for over 10 million euros to finance
interventions in favour of persecuted Christian minorities, from Syria to Iraq, from
Nigeria to Pakistan. A first step that will be followed by many others.

Pope Benedict XVI reminded us that religious freedom is an essential good that belongs
to the core of human rights, to those universal and natural rights that human law can
never deny and that requires the u

tmost commitment from everyone, no one excluded.

Italy can and must set an example. Italy intends to set an example, at a European and
international level. This is one of our many missions.

Thank you all and good work.

More reading

Italy’s Georgia Meloni: “Religious liberty is not a second-class right”

Religious freedom: too many violations

Meloni: “It's everyone’s duty to defend religious freedom”
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More violence against Jehovah’s Withesses: Bombing in
front of a Kingdom Hall

See pictures on https://news.italy24.press/local/450079.html

By Raffaella Di Marzio

LIREC (11.04.2023) - A bomb exploded in front of the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's
Witnesses in San Salvo where, overnight, a person with a covered face cut through a
fence and placed the bomb in front of an entrance door. The damage, yet to be precisely
quantified, is extensive. According to investigators, this was not a stunt but an actual
bombing.

The council groups San Salvo Citta Nuova, Lista Popolare, Noi San Salvo, San Salvo €,
issued a statement in which they affirm that

"In relation to the attack of which the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses in San Salvo
was the object, we express our solidarity and closeness with them and strongly condemn
this inconceivable gesture that undermines the foundations of civil and religious living,
which is rooted in concord and respect for every belief and every position aimed at
building and developing an integrated and supportive society. In reiterating our rejection
of any gesture of affront and disrespect for civil coexistence, we trust the work of the
police who will certainly identify those responsible for this unspeakable gesture."

A similar incident had occurred on July 27, 2017 when another bomb was planted in front
of the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses in Asti.

In this context it is also important to remember what happened on January 18, 2023, on
a Saturday morning in Viverona, in the province of Biella, where a man fired into the air
at two Jehovah's Witnesses who had gone to knock on his door.

These are very disturbing incidents because they are alarm bells that should not be
underestimated. They do not, in fact, appear to be gestures of deranged people, but
rather clear and conscious manifestations of religious hatred against a particular
denomination, often labeled as a "sect" by the media.

This same hatred, on March 9, 2023, in Hamburg, claimed the lives of eight Jehovah's
Witnesses and injured eight others, including a seven-month pregnant mother who lost
her baby. The gunman, who took his own life, was a former member of the congregation.
The widespread dissemination of hate speech contributes to a climate of hostility in which
real hate crimes are generated, and sometimes materialize, from which our country is
certainly not immune.

Hate speech used as a useful strategy to stigmatize religious or spiritual minorities is now
a rampant and almost unstoppable phenomenon, despite the constant efforts of
numerous civil society organizations and institutions themselves to prevent or curb it.

Several times our Study Center, including through dedicated projects, has helped to
denounce the phenomenon and indicate useful tools to counter and prevent it, involving

the media and institutions.
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Despite the recurrence of these episodes of violence, we will not cease to be vigilant and
report to the authorities any form of labeling and stigmatization that could easily become
incitement to religious hatred.

Our goal remains to prevent hate crimes starting with countering hate speech through
correct information and objective knowledge of the phenomenon.
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