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Scholz 'ashamed' at antisemitism wave as 'Kristallnacht' 
pogrom marked 

By Sarah Marsh and Andreas Rinke 

 

Reuters (09.11.2023) - Chancellor Olaf Scholz said he was "ashamed and outraged" at a 

recent wave of antisemitic incidents in Germany, warning Berlin would not tolerate such 

anti-Jewish hatred as he marked the 85th anniversary of the Nazis' “Kristallnacht” 

pogrom of Jews. 

 

Scholz was speaking at a ceremony at a Berlin synagogue to mark "Kristallnacht" 

alongside Jewish leaders. The synagogue was among 1,000 that were damaged or 

destroyed across Germany and Austria by Nazi mobs during the “Night of Broken Glass” 

in November 1938. 

At least 91 Jews were murdered, about 7,500 Jewish businesses ransacked and some 

30,000 Jewish men and boys arrested during the assaults which preceded the Holocaust, 

or Shoah, in which about six million Jews were killed. 

The synagogue where Scholz was speaking was also attacked with Molotov cocktails in a 

surge of antisemitic incidents that followed the Hamas attack on Israel on Oct. 7 and the 

subsequent Israeli retaliation. 

 

In the week following Hamas's attack, watchdog RIAS reported 202 antisemitic incidents 

in Germany related to those attacks, a 240% increase from a year ago. Police said 

mosques were also targeted over the same period, with as many eight receiving parcels 

with torn-up Koran fragments mixed with fecal matter. 

"Every form of antisemitism poisons our society," said Scholz, who was wearing a kippah, 

the traditional Jewish cap, as is customary in a synagogue for men. "We will not tolerate 

it." 

Incidents of antisemitism have surged globally since the outbreak of the Israeli-Hamas 

war, causing particular soul-searching in Germany which has prided itself on its culture of 

remembering its dark past and drawing from it a historic duty to fight anti-Jewish hate. 

 

https://www.reuters.com/authors/sarah-marsh/
https://www.reuters.com/authors/andreas-rinke/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/marking-kristallnacht-pogrom-scholz-expresses-shame-over-anti-semitism-wave-2023-11-09/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/activists-see-rise-german-antisemitism-since-oct-7-attack-israel-2023-11-07/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/sirens-warning-incoming-rockets-sound-around-gaza-near-tel-aviv-2023-10-07/
https://www.reuters.com/world/how-surge-antisemitism-is-affecting-countries-around-world-2023-10-31/
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A 10-minute video by German Economy Minister Robert Habeck expressing concern over 

rising antisemitism went viral last week. In it, he warned that Germans would have to 

answer for antisemitism in court, while anyone who was not German risked their 

residency status. 

Indeed, new citizenship rules make clear that anyone who is antisemitic cannot receive 

German citizenship, Scholz said on Thursday. 

Teaching about Germany's historic responsibility in the wake of the Holocaust is 

especially important as the generations who experienced it first hand are no longer 

around to share their testimony, Scholz said. 

It is also important given the fact Germany is now a major destination for immigrants, 

and many immigrants have not learned about the Shoah in their countries of origin - or 

have learned about it differently, he said. 

He added: "At the same time, we must not be taken in by those who are now seeing an 

opportunity to deny the place of more than 5 million Muslim citizens in our society." 

"Never again" also means friendship with Israel, Scholz said. 

"Israel has the right to defend itself against the barbaric terror of Hamas," he said, 

reiterating his government's commitment to do anything it can to ensure the release of 

the people taken hostage by the Palestinian Islamist group. 

Jewish culture thrived in Berlin before the Nazis took power. It was one of the world’s 10 

largest Jewish centres, and many of Germany’s leading scientists were Berlin Jews. 

There were about 160,000 Jews in Berlin in 1933, when Hitler came to power, but only 

1,400 in 1945 at the end of World War Two. The rest emigrated or were killed in death 

camps. 

Reporting by Sarah Marsh and Andreas Rinke, editing by Thomas Escritt and Bernadette 

Baum 

 

Christian hybrid school forcibly closed by German 
authorities  

The alleged objective is to protect “state’s educational mandate” 

 

 

• The Dietrich Bonhoeffer International School in Germany, forced 

to close by education authorities for this school year, operated 

successfully for 9 years with an award-winning pedagogical 

model. Germany bans homeschooling and hybrid schools, in 

addition to curtailing the right to establish private schools.  

• Two partner schools, run by the same school provider, also have 

been denied accreditation by German authorities; ADF 

International is bringing this egregious violation of freedom of 

education to the European Court of Human Rights.   
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ADF (19.10.2023) –Germany’s education authorities have forced the 

closure of the Dietrich Bonhoeffer International School, an innovative 

Christian hybrid school offering an award-winning pedagogical model 

combining in-school and at-home learning for children. In a letter to the 

school’s lawyer, the authorities write that “the immediate enforcement of 

the prohibitions is ordered”, preventing students from attending the new 

school year. The school also has been ordered to pay 600€ in administrative 

fees to the government. An urgency lawsuit to reopen the school is currently 

pending.  

 

In the letter demanding the closure, authorities stated: “The prohibition … 

serves to protect the state’s educational mandate. In the now-closed school, 

the state’s educational mandate … would be completely displaced.” 

Furthermore, the school has been ordered to give up its internet domain as 

this would constitute “advertisement for the impermissible school.”   

 

“Parents are the first authority for the education of their children. And 

parents have the right, enshrined in international human rights law, to 

choose the kind of education that is best for their children, including by 

embracing innovative approaches like hybrid schooling. Germany has one of 

the most restrictive educational systems in the world. The ones who suffer 

are the children and their families, whose longstanding and beloved school 

was forced to close,” said German lawyer Dr. Felix Böllmann, Director of 

European Advocacy for ADF International, who filed the case regarding the 

accreditation at the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR).   

 

Successful and innovative hybrid school restricted and closed   

 

The Association for Decentralized Learning, a German education provider, 

operated the Dietrich Bonhoeffer International School (DBIS) for 9 years as 

a “supplementary school”. In the German system, schools classified as 

supplementary do not require accreditation. Nevertheless, the school now 

has been forced to close.  

 

The DBIS combined in-class learning with digital online lessons and 

independent studying at home. The system has proven its success: students 

maintain above-average grade points in state examinations. DBIS also 

employed state-approved teachers.  

 

“Children have a right to a first-class education. At our school, we were able 

to provide families with an education that meets their individual learning 

needs and allows students to flourish. It saddens me deeply that our 

students and teachers had to leave our school community,” said Jonathan 

Erz, head of the Association for Decentralized Learning and school principal.   

 

Additional schools rejected – case pending at ECtHR   

 

Since 2014, the education provider repeatedly has filed for accreditation for 

two additional hybrid schools based on the same pedagogical model. These 

would be “substitute schools” requiring official accreditation so that students 

could attend in place of a state school.   

 

The administrative courts acknowledged the satisfactory level of education 

but criticized the model on the basis that due to the hybrid nature of the 

school, students spend little time together during breaks and between 

https://adfinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/RP-Tuebingen-vom-30.08.2023-Untersagungsverfuegung__Redacted.pdf
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lessons. Therefore, the state’s “educational mandate” could not be satisfied, 

and accreditation was again and again denied.  

 

On 2 May 2023, ADF International filed a case on behalf of the  Association 

for Decentralized Learning at the European Court of Human Rights, citing an 

egregious violation of freedom of education for the inability to open and run 

its schools.  

 

Böllmann stated: “It is our hope that the ECtHR will take this crucial 

opportunity to bring justice to the Association for Decentralized Learning 

and its students, parents, and administration. In so doing the court would 

take an important step toward a reform of freedom of education in Germany. 

We are honored to defend parental rights and the freedom of education in 

this important case.”   

 

“We hope that Europe’s top human rights court takes this case and 

acknowledges that our substitute schools provide innovative and high -

standard education through modern technology, individual student 

responsibility, and weekly attendance hours. Our school fulfil ls the 

educational mandate – we educate kids to be responsible democratic 

citizens,” Erz further noted.   

 

Germany in violation of international and national law   

 

Germany, with a ban on homeschooling and severe educational restrictions, 

is in violation of the right to educational freedom as enshrined in its own 

constitution and in international law. International law specifically 

recognizes the liberty of bodies, such as the Association, to establish and 

direct educational institutions without interference, subject to “the 

requirement that the education given in such institutions shall conform to 

such minimum standards as may be laid down by the State”. (Internationa l  

Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 13.4)    

 

Governments are obliged to respect “the liberty of parents … to choose for 

their children schools, other than those established by the public 

authorities, which conform to such minimum educational standards as may 

be laid down or approved by the State and to ensure the religious and moral 

education of their children in conformity with their own convictions”. 

(International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 

13.3)  

 

The German Basic Law (Article 7 of the Constitution) guarantees the right to 

establish private schools—however, the domestic courts’ interpretation 

renders this right ineffective. ADF International lawyers argue that this, in 

turn, is a violation of the European Convention of Human Rights. Time and 

again, the European Court of Human Rights has made it clear that the 

Convention rights must be practical and effective.     
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State-funded Lutheran Church’s “Sect Filters” for school 
teachers  

You should state you have not attended events of, or sympathize with, 

Scientology, Jehovah’s Witnesses, “Moonies,” “Hare Krishna,” or Universal Life 

(other religions are not mentioned). 

 

By Massimo Introvigne 

 

 

Bitter Winter (11.10.2023) - “Bitter Winter” has denounced in the past the discriminatory 

practice of “sect filters”—now an expression in common use in English, although “cult 

filters” would be a more accurate translation—used by certain institutions in Germany. 

While Scientology is not banned in Germany, those who want to be hired for certain 

public and private jobs, or obtain state benefits, including subsidies to buy ecological 

electrical bikes, should declare that they are not Scientologists, have not taken 

Scientology courses, and do not support the ideas of Scientology. Courts of law in 

Germany have occasionally recognized the discriminatory nature of these “filters,” which 

should look obvious to anybody who reads them, but so far have not banned the practice 

altogether. 

It seems that “sect filters” are now being extended to religious minorities other than 

Scientology. Every länder (state) in Germany offers religious instruction in public schools. 

Religious communities with Public Law Corporation status (or those without such status 

that have entered into agreement with the states) appoint religion teachers. The länder 

pays the teachers’ salaries and supervise them. 

One such state-supported churches offering religious instruction in schools is the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Bavaria. A “sect filter” statement by its Munich School 

Department now includes the usual questions about Scientology and the ideas of its 

founder, L. Ron Hubbard, but also wants to know whether applicants have had anything 

to do with other “cults” singling out the “Hare Krishna” (i.e., the International Society for 

Krishna Consciousness), “Moon” (by which they mean the Family Federation for World 

Peace and Unification, once known as Unification Church, and perhaps other groups 

based on the teachings of the late Reverend Sun Myung Moon), the Jehovah’s Witnesses, 

and Universal Life (a German new religious movement founded by Gabriele Wittek). 

A translation of the application reads as follows: 

“On the occasion of my application for employment, I answer the following questions: 

 

 A) 

 

1) Do you have or have you had any relations with cults or other religious associations 

(e.g. Hare Krishna, Moon, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Universal Life) in the last twelve months? 

__No 

__Yes, namely (specify) 

 

2) In the last three years, did you or do you participate in events, courses, trainings, 

seminars or the like with the above-mentioned groups? 

__No 

__Yes, namely (specify) 

https://bitterwinter.org/germany-state-funded-lutheran-churchs-sect-filters-for-school-teachers/
https://bitterwinter.org/sect-filters-in-germany-institutionalizing-the-anti-cult-narrative/
https://bitterwinter.org/sect-filters-in-germany-institutionalizing-the-anti-cult-narrative/
https://bitterwinter.org/the-bavarian-state-administrative-court-of-appeal-rules-that-applying-the-sect-filter-is-illegal/
https://bitterwinter.org/the-bavarian-state-administrative-court-of-appeal-rules-that-applying-the-sect-filter-is-illegal/
https://bitterwinter.org/germany-and-cults-sect-filters-are-illegal/
https://www.schulreferat-muenchen.de/sites/www.schulreferat-muenchen.de/files/files/Fragebogen-Vereinigungen_05-09.pdf
https://www.schulreferat-muenchen.de/sites/www.schulreferat-muenchen.de/files/files/Fragebogen-Vereinigungen_05-09.pdf
https://cesnur.com/movimenti-profetici-e-messianici-di-origine-cristiana/vita-universale/
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3) Do you support the above mentioned groups ideally, financially or in any other way? 

__No 

__Yes, namely (specify) 

 

B) 

 

1) Do you have any business or other relationships (e.g., volunteer or employee, 

member of an association, holder of a contractual right to use the technology of the 

founder of the Scientology organization, L. Ron Hubbard) with an organization that, to 

your knowledge, uses or distributes the technology of L. Ron Hubbard or operates 

according to these methods? (The term ‘organization’ includes all organizations, groups 

and institutions of the Scientology organization, i.e. also, for example, those that are 

active in the social and economic field or in the educational field). 

__No 

__Yes, namely (more detailed designation) 

 

2) Are you subject to the directives of an organization that uses or distributes Hubbard’s 

technology? 

__No 

__Yes, namely (specify) 

 

3) In the last three years, have you attended or are you attending any events, courses, 

trainings, seminars, etc. with the above-mentioned groups that use or disseminate the 

technology of L. Ron Hubbard or work according to these methods, or have you 

registered for future events and similar? 

__No 

__Yes, namely (specify) 

 

4) Do you support the above mentioned groups ideally, financially, or in any other way? 

__No 

__Yes, namely (specify) 

 

5) Do you work according to the methods of L. Ron Hubbard or have you been trained 

according to these methods? 

__No 

__Yes, namely (specify).” 

In this strange document, even participating in an event without being a member of the 

targeted minority religion is ground to be refused employment. In fact, applicants should 

disclose their inner thoughts, where perhaps lies hidden an “ideal support” for a “bad” 

religion even if not accompanied by any participation in its events. 

Obviously, it is part of the religious freedom of the Evangelical Lutheran Church to make 

sure that those who teach its religion on its behalf in public schools share its theology. It 

would be normal to interview them and make sure they adhere to Lutheran theology 

rather than, say, its Catholic, Buddhist, Muslim, or Hindu counterparts, or any other 

different belief or religion.  

The “sect filter,” however, is something different. It doesn’t ask whether the candidate 

teacher has attended a Catholic or Buddhist event but only singles out certain “cults.” As 

such, it introduces an unacceptable invasion of the candidates’ privacy and 

discrimination, one we may suspect is needed because the teachers are paid by the state 
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and all state-supported activities and jobs in Bavaria should be performed only by those 

who have passed through the “sect filters.” Remember the electrical bikes. 

Photo: The Evangelical Lutheran Deanery in Munich, which hosts the School Department. 

Source: Evangelical Lutheran Deanery, Munich. 

 

 

 

 

Germany and the EU in the dock at the OSCE on religious 
discrimination 

OSCE (06.10.2023) – At the Warsaw Human Conference, Germany and the EU were 

jointly in the dock in a statement on religious discrimination made on 6 October by Ivan 

Arjona, President of the European Office of the Church of Scientology forPublic Affairs 

and Human Rights:  

 

“Madam Chair,  

 

We would like to start by praising the efforts of countries such as Spain, Sweden, 

Netherlands, Portugal and the USA for their constant effort in improving the situation of 

freedom of religion or belief, and non-discrimination.  

 

We would like to also acknowledge the Germany court system for the circa 50 court 

decision at different levels for ruling and recognizing that members of the Church of 

Scientology deserve and are entitled to the protection under Article 4 of the Basic Law.  

 

We would like to address specifically to the delegation of the European Union, and more 

specifically to the Delegation of Germany, with special appeal for effective dialogue. 

  

Do you still ask people to declare their religious belief before accepting them for a job, a 

public position or any other tenders that count with public funding?  

 

Well, as of October 6, in the European Union's website for tenders by public bodies 

throughout the region, the EU is showing, without regret and without any corrective 

action, how Germany is asking in no less that 357 tenders in 2023, for bidders to declare 

that  

 

1) they are not members of the Church of Scientology, and  

 

2) that they will not hire Scientologists, based only in their religion, and this applies 

to clothes cleaners, kinder garden personnel, architects.  

 

 

In addition to that this religious discrimination is backed by propaganda produced for 

example by the Bavarian state Ministry of Interior, depicting Scientologists as robots, 

dehumanizing us in a video aimed to be shown in high schools and publicly.  
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Would the European Union Delegation or even Germany be willing to start a dialogue to 

resolve this religious discrimination? Your answer to this will determine your position and 

level of respect of OSCE guidelines and international standards.  

 

Our churches are open for you to carry out the needed dialogue. Thank you.”  

 

Recommendations:  

 

• Cancel the regulation in Germany that justifies the state- imposed obligation for 

citizens and companies to deny jobs and contracts to Scientologists, practice under the 

euphemist name of “protective declaration”.  

 

 

 

Germany denies Christian private school accreditation, 
case filed at Europe’s top human rights court  

• German hybrid school—innovative in-class and at home learning 

model—takes challenge to European Court of Human Rights after 

accreditation denied   

• Germany has one of the most restrictive educational systems 

worldwide; lower court cites lack of socialization for students    

 

ADF International (05.05.2023) – A Christian hybrid school provider, 

based in Laichingen, Germany, is challenging the German state’s restrictive 

educational system. After the initial application in 2014, the Association for 

Decentralized Learning was denied approval to offer primary and secondary 

education by German authorities, despite fulfil l i ng all state-mandated 

criteria and curricula. The school run by the Association is based on an 

innovative and increasingly popular model of hybrid education with both in 

school and at home learning.   

On 2 May, lawyers from the human rights organization ADF International 

filed the case at the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR).    

“The right to education includes the right to embrace innovative approaches 

l ike hybrid schooling. By restricting this  educational model, the state is 

violating the right of German citizens to pursue education that conforms 

with their convictions. When it comes to the requirement of physical 

presence, Germany has one of the most restrictive educational systems in 

the world. The fact that an innovative school based on Christian values has 

been denied recognition is a serious development worthy of scrutiny by the 

Court. The case brings to light the egregious issues with educational 

freedom in the country,” stated German lawyer Dr. Felix Böllmann, Director 

of European Advocacy for ADF International, who filed the case at the 

ECtHR.  

https://adfinternational.org/hybrid-school-echr-germany/
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The Association initially filed for accreditation in 2014, which was ignored by 

state educational authorities for 3 years. In 2017, they filed a suit due to 

the inaction, with the first court hearing taking place only in 2019, appeal in 

2021, and third instance court in May of 2022. The Constitutional Court 

rejected the last domestic appeal in December 2022.   

Hybrid education, successful and popular, yet restricted   

For nine years, the Association for Decentralized Learning has been 

successfully running an independent hybrid school, combining in -class 

learning with digital online lessons and independent learning at home. The 

school employs state-approved teachers and follows a set curriculum. 

Students graduate with the same examinations as those in public schools 

and maintain above average grade points.   

“Children have a right to a first-class education. At our school,  we can 

provide families with an education that meets their individual learning needs 

and allows students to flourish. It is our great hope that the Court will right 

this injustice and rule in favor of educational freedom, recognising that our 

school provide innovative and high-standard education through modern 

technology, individual student responsibility, and weekly attendance hours,” 

stated Jonathan Erz, Head of the association for decentralized learning.   

The Association has been denied approval to open any new schools. The 

administrative courts acknowledged the satisfactory level of education but 

criticized the model on the basis that due to the hybrid nature of the school, 

students spend little time together during breaks and between lessons. Per 

the domestic courts, this is an essential part of education that hybrid 

schooling fails to provide.   

Educational restrictions violate international law and national law   

Germany, with a ban on homeschooling and severe educational restrictions, 

is in violation of the right to educational freedom as enshrined in its own 

constitution and in international law. International law specifically 

recognizes the liberty of bodies, such as the Association, to establish and 

direct educational institutions without interference, subject to “the 

requirement that the education given in such institutions shall conform to 

such minimum standards as may be laid down by the State”.  (International 

Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 13.4)   

 Governments are obliged to respect “the liberty of parents … to choose for 

their children schools, other than those established by the public 

authorities, which conform to such minimum educational standards as may 

be laid down or approved by the State and to ensure the religious and moral 

education of their children in conformity with their own convictions”. 

(International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 

13.3)  

With regard to the law, Dr. Böllmann stated: “It is established clearly in 

international law that parents are the first authority for the education of 

their children. What the German state is doing to undermine education is an 

overt violation of not only freedom of education, but also of parental rights. 

Moreover, distance learning during Covid-19 lockdowns demonstrates that a 
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complete ban on independent and digitally supported learning  is out of 

date”.  

The German Basic Law (Article 7 of the Constitution) guarantees the right to 

establish private schools—however, the domestic courts’ interpretation 

render this right ineffective. ADF International lawyers argue that this, in 

turn, is a violation of the European Convention of Human Rights.Time and 

again, the European Court of Human Rights has made it clear  that the 

Convention rights must be be practical and effective.   

 

Hamburg Jehovah's Witnesses in shock after mass 
shooting 

By Jenny Hill 

 

BBC News (13.03.2023) - In a brightly lit hall on an industrial estate, rows of 

empty chairs are arranged in front of a plain wooden lectern. 

 

Hamburg's Jehovah's witnesses have cancelled all services following Thursday's deadly 

shooting in another meeting hall in the city which claimed seven lives, including that of 

an unborn child. 

 

The attack took place shortly after worshippers finished their service. Police have told 

them that they cannot rule out the possibility of a so-called copycat attack, says Michael 

Tsifidaris, who speaks for the community here. 

 

He's smartly dressed in a business suit, but looks exhausted. It's clear that he's still 

deeply shaken. Two of his friends were killed in the attack. 

 

He tells us he spent Thursday night with survivors in hospital, and at the police station. 

But he also comforted relatives as they waited in a hastily arranged emergency centre for 

news of their loved ones. 

 

"It's hard to imagine - a group of people are sitting together during an evening in the 

church, reading the Bible, singing, praying together. Then they spend a couple of 

minutes together to talk to each other after the meeting, Then, all of a sudden, a scene 

of love becomes a scene of hate and death." 

 

The fact that the killer was a former member of the Jehovah's Witness community here 

makes the tragedy particularly hard to bear. 

 

There are about 4,000 Jehovah's Witnesses in and around Hamburg. The community is 

divided into smaller congregations, each with their own meeting place, known as a 

Kingdom Hall. 

 

Detectives investigating the mass shooting have said the killer left the Jehovah's 

Witnesses on terms which were "not good". 

 

Mr Tsifidaris says he doesn't know why the man left, didn't know him personally, and 

appears reluctant to talk about him. 

 

Those who leave the Jehovah's Witnesses are often "disassociated" or cut off by most 

members of the community; a practice sometimes referred to as "shunning". 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-64932138
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-64910415
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-64910415
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The police have revealed they recently received an anonymous letter, in which the author 

warned the attacker had a gun, was mentally unstable and harboured anger against 

religious groups, including the Jehovah's Witnesses. 

 

"He left the community two years ago and now, all of a sudden, he's showing up and is 

acting against all the principles we stand for," says Mr Tsifidaris. 

 

"What we know is that in the religious context, there is a community he knows, there is a 

community he was part of, so this is a community he focused his hate on. He knew the 

premises, he knew the arrangements." 

 

For now, the community is meeting online. Mr Tsifidaris, who refers to his fellow 

members as brothers and sisters, speaks often of the comfort to be found in supporting 

one another. "We pray together, we cry together." 

 

Uppermost in their thoughts are those who remain seriously injured in hospital. He's 

adamant that their treatment is not compromised by a refusal to accept blood 

transfusions - Jehovah's Witnesses believe that God forbids this. 

 

They are not yet out of danger, he tells us, but the doctors say there's a fair chance most 

will survive. 

 

For now, the focus is on supporting the bereaved and the traumatised. No one, he says, 

is left alone in their grief. 

 

This attack has left a city in mourning and a community in shock and horror. It will, says 

Mr Tsifidaris, take years to heal. 

 

Photo: "We pray together, we cry together," says community representative Michael 

Tsifidaris – bbc.com 

 

Jehovah’s Witnesses: Sexual abuse allegations 
unmasked as groundless 

 

An ex-member and a newspaper accused them of horrific abuses. They asked a 

State Prosecutor to investigate. No evidence of abuse was found. 

 

 

By Massimo Introvigne 

 

Bitter Winter (21.02.2023) - Sexual abuse of minors is a horrible plague of our society. I 

know it first-hand, having been a member of a Council of Europe panel examining abuse 

in institutions, and the author of an analysis requested by one of the Vatican’s 

congregations. I am thus painfully aware that this disgusting form of abuse exists among 

priests, pastors, and lay personnel of several religions, although most cases of sexual 

abuse of minors happen within the family. Some religions have been more effective than 

others in combating this epidemic, but none has totally eradicated it. Sexual abuse of 

minors has raised its ugly head wherever adults have been in contact with children, from 

the Boy Scouts to juvenile sport teams. 

https://bit.ly/3lQHgqd
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One painful by-product of the tragic fact that minor sexual abuse does happen in 

religious settings is that, among many accusations that are true, some are false and 

destroy the life and reputation of innocent men, women, and congregations. They are 

fabricated for a variety of reasons, including the greed of some lawyers, the inclination of 

certain media to publish sensational stories without verifying them, and the hostility of 

others to specific religions. There have been several spectacular examples of such false 

accusations. The victims of pedophile priests and other religious ministers deserve our 

sympathy and respect—but so do those who have been slandered and vilified by the 

media based on accusations courts have later recognized as false. 

The Jehovah’s Witnesses have often been targeted by accusations that they “hide” cases 

of sexual abuse and protect the abusers from secular justice. As a series in Bitter 

Winter by American scholar Holly Folk and my own critical analysis of a 2022 podcast by 

the British newspaper The “Telegraph” demonstrated, these accusations are false. For 

having repeated them, the Belgian governmental anti-cult watchdog CIAOSN was found 

guilty of defamation by the Court of Brussels on June 16, 2022. 

Yes, there have been cases of sexual abuse of minors by members of the Jehovah’s 

Witnesses, as it happened with members of most other religions. However, as the two 

series in Bitter Winter show, the measures adopted by the Jehovah’s Witnesses to 

prevent these crimes from being perpetrated by their members, while—like those 

introduced by other religious and non-religious organizations—not infallible, compare 

favorably in terms of strictness and effectiveness to those of other institutions. 

Then, there are the false accusations. On June 19, 2022, the popular German Sunday 

newspaper “Die Welt am Sonntag” published an article under the title “Ohne Zeugen” 

(Without Witnesses) that included lurid allegations of child sexual abuse against German 

elders of the Jehovah’s Witnesses. The article appeared to have been largely inspired by 

an “apostate” ex-Jehovah’s-Witness called Barbara Kohout. 

As explained in yet another Bitter Winter series, for sociologists of religions “apostate” is 

not an insult. It is a technical term identifying the ex-members of a religion who turn 

militant opponents of the organization they have left. They are a minority among the ex-

members, but are normally the only former members the media deal with. 

The stories told by the newspaper mentioned, among others, a girl who at the age of 15 

was forced to have oral sex with several elders in a Kingdom Hall, and a boy who was 

molested by a ministerial servant for years. Among the Jehovah’s Witnesses, “a large 

proportion of the girls have suffered sexual assault,” the article had Kohout saying. 

When they read the article, the German Jehovah’s Witnesses were horrified. Although 

familiar with Kohout as an “apostate,” they hadn’t the faintest idea of what she and the 

newspaper were talking about. 

In direct contradiction of their critics’ theory that they have something to hide and are 

afraid of courts of law, the German Jehovah’s Witnesses did something “Die Welt am 

Sonntag” had perhaps not expected. On August 2, 2022, they filed a complaint with 

Berlin’s State Prosecutor asking for an investigation of the alleged crimes. 

They explained that an investigation against the unknown perpetrators was in the urgent 

interest of the Jehovah’s Witnesses. “If the allegations mentioned in the article are true, 

https://bitterwinter.org/jehovahs-witnesses-and-sexual-abuse-4-answering-some-criticism/
https://bitterwinter.org/jehovahs-witnesses-and-sexual-abuse-4-answering-some-criticism/
https://bitterwinter.org/call-bethel-jehovahs-witnesses-and-sexual-abuse-4/
https://bitterwinter.org/jehovahs-witnesses-and-sexual-abuse/
https://bitterwinter.org/jehovahs-witnesses-and-sexual-abuse/
https://bitterwinter.org/are-apostates-reliable-5-why-some-become-apostates/
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they wrote, this would mean that individuals who hold or once held a spiritual office in 

the religious community are or were involved in serious criminal activity that remains 

undetected and unpunished. Therefore, it is of paramount importance to the religious 

community that you investigate the allegations presented in the above-mentioned article 

so that any perpetrators can be identified and convicted, and subsequently be removed 

from their office by the religious community.” 

The State Prosecutor’s office had no choice but to investigate. However, on August 17, 

2022, Senior Prosecutor Brigitte Raddatz wrote to the Jehovah’s Witnesses that she was 

inclined to discontinue the preliminary proceedings, having found no ways of determining 

who were the real persons hidden under the pseudonyms used by the newspaper. 

It seemed that “Die Welt am Sonntag” had taken some cases from the Internet, including 

some of persons who testified before the Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse in 

Germany instituted in 2016, but whose testimonies did not result in prosecutions. As for 

Barbara Kohout’s “working method,” the Prosecutor noted that she received telephone 

calls from anonymous persons who claimed to be victims and gave advice, without 

checking the stories or the identities of the callers. 

Undaunted, the Jehovah’s Witnesses asked the State Prosecutor on September 6, 2022, 

to continue the investigation, stating that, “It is of paramount importance to the religious 

community that appropriate investigations into the crimes referred to in the above article 

continue so that any perpetrators are identified, convicted and, as a logical consequence, 

removed from office.” They also noted that Kohout was described in the article as 

possessing “detailed information on the alleged acts. She thereby unequivocally stated 

that she could potentially contribute to the clarification of the alleged criminal acts.” 

The State Prosecutor had to contact Kohout, something she might have not done before. 

She reported that Kohout “stated that the wording of the newspaper article did not 

(completely) correspond with her statements and that she could therefore not accept any 

responsibility for it.” In any case, Kohout told the Prosecutor she had been “merely a 

listener for people who wanted to open up to her, and they would have contacted her 

using a pseudonym, their first name or general terms such as ‘black sheep of the 

family.’” Accordingly, the State Prosecutor concluded again that no evidence of crimes 

had emerged, and terminated the proceedings on December 8, 2022. 

Obviously, there is nothing wrong in offering confidential advice to persons who claim to 

be victims of sexual abuse and contact a telephone hotline or a counselor anonymously. 

However, it is an entirely different matter if the counselor uses this unverified 

information to slander an entire religious community or forward it to the media. Real 

sexual abuse of minors is a serious problem. Inventing abuse to defame religions 

somebody does not like is a not less serious problem: not only because it slanders the 

innocent but also because, by misdirecting the attention and the resources of those who 

investigate the abuses, it may end up protecting the guilty. 

 

Photo: Jehovah’s Witnesses in Germany: evangelizing in Frankfurt am Main. 

Source: jw.org. 

 

 

 

https://www.jw.org/de/jehovas-zeugen/weltweit/DE/
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Hate speech and incitement to violence of a Turkish AKP 
lawmaker in Neuss 

 

By Willy Fautré, director of Human Rights Without Frontiers 

HRWF (25.01.2023) – “Just as we won’t give them the right to live in Turkey, we won’t 

give them the right to live in Germany, either. No matter where they flee in the world, 

we will destroy the PKK and FETÖ terrorist groups,” AKP MP Mustafa Açıkgöz said in video 

footage circulating on social media at mid-January, using a derogatory term coined by 

the Turkish government to refer to the faith-based movement of Fethullah Gülen as a 

terrorist organization. 

Fethullah Gülen was an imam from 1959 to 1981. He developed the theology of Said 

Nursi that embraces democratic modernity and Islam. See our report on the Said Nursi 

movement here. Since 1999, Gülen has lived in self-exile in the United States. He is an 

opponent to President Erdogan who has repeatedly but vainly asked the US to extradite 

him. He founded his movement (known as the hizmet, meaning "service" in Turkish), which is a 
3-to-6 million strong volunteer-based movement in Turkey and around the world. All Hizmet's 
schools, foundations and other entities in Turkey have been closed by the Turkish government 
following the 2016 Turkish coup d'état attempt which Erdogan blamed, without any evidence, on 
Gülen. 

The Turkish lawmaker’s remarks came during a meeting in Neuss of the Grey Wolves, 

which are seen as the paramilitary wing of the far-right Nationalist Movement Party 

(MHP), an ally of President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan’s ruling AKP. They were interpreted as 

a call for violence on German soil. 

The Düsseldorf prosecutor’s office launched an investigation into the lawmaker from 

Turkey’s ruling party after the German Foreign Ministry warned the Turkish ambassador 

saying that “hate speech has no place in Germany” and that what Açıkgöz did during the 

event in Neuss “must not be repeated.” 

“We made clear that foreign election campaign events must be approved by us in 

advance. If Turkish representatives don’t play by the rules, we must determine the 

consequences,” the ministry said in a tweet. 

A law introduced in 2017 banned non-EU leaders from campaigning on German soil 

within three months of elections in their country. Foreign officials also need to file a 

request with the German government to hold any kind of political event in Germany. 

Meanwhile, DW on Wednesday said Germany’s Federal Office for the Protection of the 

Constitution (BfV), the country’s domestic security agency, found the AKP lawmaker’s 

speech at the Grey Wolves event “worrying.” 

The developments are expected to speed up the banning of the Grey Wolves in Germany, 

whose “violent tendencies” are said to endanger internal security in a recent report by 

the BfV. 

https://twitter.com/MAliuludag_/status/1614624033416388609
https://twitter.com/MAliuludag_/status/1614624033416388609
https://hrwf.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Said-Nursi-Followers-2020_online.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2016_Turkish_coup_d%27%C3%A9tat_attempt
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In 2020 France officially banned the Grey Wolves after a center dedicated to the memory 

of those who died in the mass killings of Armenians during World War I was defaced with 

graffiti, including the name of the Grey Wolves. 

More reading 
 
In English 

 

https://www.turkishminute.com/2023/01/17/germany-warned-turkey-over-akp-mps-

hate-speech-targeting-pkk-member-gulenists/ 

 

In German 

 

https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/de/newsroom/regierungspressekonferenz/2574150 

https://twitter.com/AuswaertigesAmt/status/1615066604315836416 

 

https://www.fr.de/politik/tuerkei-volksverhetzung-rede-in-moschee-von-grauen-woelfen-

erdogan-pkk-news-92031199.html 

 

https://www.welt.de/debatte/kommentare/article243264109/AKP-Wahlkampf-Erdogan-

macht-Deutschland-zur-Buehne-des-Hasses.html 

 

https://www.tagesspiegel.de/internationales/vor-moglichem-erdogan-besuch-in-berlin-

akp-politiker-droht-gegnern-in-deutschland-mit-vernichtung-9190251.html 

 

https://www.zeit.de/news/2023-01/18/nrw-verfassungsschutz-besorgt-wegen-

tuerkischem-politiker?utm_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F 

 

https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/de/newsroom/regierungspressekonferenz/2574150 

https://twitter.com/AuswaertigesAmt/status/1615066604315836416 
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