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One Berdyansk pastor and two priests in Russian 
detention 

 

Forum 18 (21.12.2022) - https://bit.ly/3FRAAi8 - Armed Russian soldiers 

seized Pastor Serhiy Karpenko of Berdyansk's Vefil Church on 12 December. 

Russia's National Guard seized Berdyansk's two Ukrainian Greek Catholic 

priests on 16 November. No news has been heard of any since. "Keep 

demanding the urgent release of our priests because of the threat to their life 

and health," says the Donetsk Exarchate. Forum 18 asked the Russian-installed 

Berdyansk police what it is doing to locate the three and find those who seized 

them. "We only give answers in response to an official request," it responded. 

 

On 12 December, armed Russian soldiers broke into the home of Serhiy Karpenko, Pastor 

of the Vefil (Bethel) Protestant Church in the Black Sea coastal town of Berdyansk 

(Zaporizhzhia Region). They took him away in an unknown direction. No news has been 

heard of him since. Troops of Russia's National Guard (Rosgvardiya) seized two Ukrainian 

Greek Catholic priests in the city on 16 November. The Donetsk Exarchate has had no 

news of them since. 

 

https://bit.ly/3FRAAi8
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Ironically, the Russian authorities registered Vefil Church under Russian law on 24 

November, with Pastor Karpenko as leader. It is the only religious community in the 

Russian-occupied part of Zaporizhzhia Region that the Russian occupation authorities 

have registered so far (see below). 

 

 Russia occupies about 70 percent of Ukraine's Zaporizhzhia Region. The Russians have 

established their regional headquarters in the city of Melitopol. 

 

 The Donetsk Exarchate of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church has renewed its call for 

the release of its two priests, Fr Ivan Levytsky and Fr Bohdan Heleta, arrested more than 

a month ago in Berdyansk. "Keep demanding the urgent release of our priests because of 

the threat to their life and health," the Donetsk Exarchate told Forum 18 from 

Zaporizhzhia (see below). 

 

 After calls went unanswered, Forum 18 sent written questions to the Russian-installed 

police in Berdyansk, asking what the police are doing (if anything) to locate Pastor 

Karpenko, Fr Ivan and Fr Bohdan and to find those who seized them. "We only give 

answers in response to an official request," Berdyansk police told Forum 18. Forum 18 

repeated its questions, but has received no response (see below). 

 

 The duty officer at the Russian Military Command in Melitopol refused to discuss the 

cases of Pastor Karpenko, Fr Ivan and Fr Bohdan. "We can't say anything about these 

cases," the duty officer, who did not give his name, told Forum 18. "We deal only with 

the civilian population." Told that Pastor Karpenko and the two priests are civilians, he 

refused to transfer the call and put the phone down. 

 

 Russian occupation forces have expelled a second Ukrainian Greek Catholic priest from 

Melitopol to Ukrainian government-held territory. Masked soldiers armed with automatic 

weapons seized Fr Oleksandr Bogomaz, priest of the Nativity of the Virgin Mary Church in 

Melitopol, on 2 December. After interrogating him for an hour, they took him to the edge 

of Russian-controlled territory and he had to walk across to the Ukrainian side. His 

expulsion came a week after the Russian forces expelled the city's other Greek Catholic 

priest (see below). 

 

 Fr Oleksandr says he wanted to remain to serve his flock in and around Melitopol. "Had I 

not been forcibly removed, I would have stayed there - that was my decision," he told 

the Church's television channel after reaching government-controlled territory (see 

below). 

 

 The head of the Religious Organisations Department of the Russian-installed 

Zaporizhzhia Administration, Artyom Shablai, has given a series of interviews to the 

Russian media attacking religious "sects". He particularly accused "neo=charismatics" 

and Jehovah's Witnesses of acting as spies for foreign intelligence services. Forum 18 

was unable to reach Shablai at the Russian-installed Zaporizhzhia Administration in 

Melitopol (see below). 

 

Berdyansk: Soldiers seize Protestant Pastor 

 

On the morning of 12 December, armed Russian soldiers broke into the home of Serhiy 

Karpenko, Pastor of the Vefil (Bethel) Protestant Church in Berdyansk. They then took 

him away in an unknown direction, Berdyansk News Online (based in government-

controlled territory) noted on its Telegram channel the same day. It added, citing local 

residents, that soldiers had also searched the Church and allegedly found Ukrainian 

symbols. 
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 After calls went unanswered, Forum 18 sent written questions to the Russian-installed 

police in Berdyansk, asking what the police are doing (if anything) to locate Pastor 

Karpenko and to find those who seized him. "We only give answers in response to an 

official request," Berdyansk police told Forum 18 on 21 December. Forum 18 repeated its 

questions, but received no response by the end of the working day in Berdyansk of 21 

December. 

 

 The duty officer at the Russian Military Command in Melitopol refused to discuss the 

case of Pastor Karpenko (or of Fr Ivan and Fr Bohdan). "We can't say anything about 

these cases," the duty officer, who did not give his name, told Forum 18 on 21 

December. "We deal only with the civilian population." Told that Pastor Karpenko and the 

two priests are civilians, he refused to transfer the call and put the phone down. 

 

 Earlier in the war, Karpenko had taken his wife and their four children to Ukrainian 

government-held territory, but had returned to Berdyansk to continue to lead his 

community and support local people in need. 

 

 Vefil Church was established in 2000 and gained registration in February 2001. Its home 

is at Vefil Christian Centre, a former ruined kindergarten which was restored to become 

the home of six Protestant congregations. Vefil Christian Centre took down its website 

immediately after Russia's renewed invasion of Ukraine on 24 February 2022. 

 

 On 24 November, less than three weeks before Russian soldiers seized Pastor Karpenko, 

the Russian-installed Executive Committee of Berdyansk City Council registered Vefil 

Church as a Russian legal entity with Karpenko as leader. It was then included in the 

Russian list of legal entities, according to Russian federal tax records. The registration 

record lists the juridical address not as the Vefil Christian Centre address but a flat in 

Berdyansk. 

 

The woman who answered the phone of the Russian tax inspection in Berdyansk – who 

did not give her name – told Forum 18 on 21 December that religious organisations need 

to be approved by the Russian Justice Ministry before being registered. She declined to 

discuss the registration of Vefil Church, citing confidentiality. 

 

 Vefil Church is so far the only religious community in Russian-occupied Zaporizhzhia 

Region to have been registered under Russian law (see below). 

 

 

Berdyansk: One month with no news of seized priests 

 

The Donetsk Exarchate of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church says that it has had no 

news of two of its priests, Fr Ivan Levytsky and Fr Bohdan Heleta, arrested more than a 

month ago in Berdyansk. "Keep demanding the urgent release of our priests because of 

the threat to their life and health," it told Forum 18 from Zaporizhzhia on 21 December. 

 

 On 16 November, Russia's National Guard (Rosgvardiya) arrested the two parish priests, 

Fr Ivan and Fr Bohdan. Russia's National Guard reports directly to the Russian President. 

 

 The following day, Russian forces searched Berdyansk's Church of the Nativity of the 

Blessed Virgin - where Fr Ivan and Fr Bohdan serve - and claim to have found explosives 

and "extremist" literature. It appears that the Russian occupation forces are considering 

bringing the two priests to trial on terrorism charges. 

 

 After calls went unanswered, Forum 18 sent written questions to the Russian-installed 

police in Berdyansk, asking what the police are doing (if anything) to locate Fr Ivan and 

Fr Bohdan and to find those who seized them. "We only give answers in response to an 

https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2793
https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2793
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official request," Berdyansk police told Forum 18 on 21 December. Forum 18 repeated its 

questions, but received no response by the end of the working day in Berdyansk of 21 

December. 

 

 The duty officer at the Russian Military Command in Melitopol refused to discuss the 

cases of Fr Ivan and Fr Bohdan (or of Pastor Karpenko). "We can't say anything about 

these cases," the duty officer, who did not give his name, told Forum 18 on 21 

December. "We deal only with the civilian population." Told that the two priests are 

civilians, he refused to transfer the call and put the phone down. 

 

 The Donetsk Exarchate told Forum 18 that with no priest left in Berdyansk, services in 

the parishes have stopped. 

 

 The Russian occupation authorities appear to have made no public statement about the 

arrests of Fr Ivan and Fr Bohdan, nor about the accusations against them, nor which 

agency is carrying out the investigation. 

 

 On 24 November, the Russian media broadcast reports about the arrest of the priests, 

including on Zvezda TV (a channel linked to the Russian military) and on the Izvestiya 

website. Both claimed that investigators had found explosives, detonators and pistols. 

Zvezda TV showed Fr Ivan talking, where he points out that he had not been present 

during the search of the church premises. 

 

 The TV station also claimed that the church library contained many books "banned in 

Russia". Zvezda TV and Izvestiya's video reports showed a masked man in uniform 

holding up books to the camera, including a collection of sermons by Metropolitan Andrey 

Sheptytsky, who headed the Church until his death in 1944. 

 

 A Moscow court ruled in March 2013 that a small book with a sermon by Metropolitan 

Sheptytsky – republished in Ukrainian in Poland in 1990 – was "extremist". Russia's 

Justice Ministry then added the book to its Federal List of Extremist Materials. This 

banned the book from being distributed in Russia and meant that anyone possessing it 

could face administrative charges. No other book by or about Metropolitan Sheptytsky 

appears to be on the Russian Federal List. 

 

 Zvezda TV also claimed that Fr Ivan had called on people "to sabotage the activities of 

the administration and to resist the Russian military. He also held prayers in support of 

the Ukrainian army and the Ukrainian regime." It said that a court would determine Fr 

Ivan's fate, but without giving details of who might be investigating him, on what 

charges and which court might eventually hear any case. 

 

 On 25 November, the Donetsk Exarchate posted a statement on its website refuting the 

accusations against Fr Ivan and Fr Bohdan and calling for their release. On 30 November, 

the Exarchate renewed its call for its two priests to be freed and stressed that Fr Bohdan 

needs regular medication for a health condition. "Being under arrest and being tortured 

pose a very serious threat to his life." 

 

 Officers of Rosgvardiya's Southern Region in the Russian city of Rostov-on-Don on 30 

November refused to give Forum 18 contacts for Rosgvardiya in Berdyansk or 

Zaporizhzhia Region of Ukraine. 

 

 

Melitopol: Second Greek Catholic priest expelled 

 

On 25 November, Russian forces detained Fr Petro Krenitsky, the parish priest of the 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Assumption of Saint Anna Church in Melitopol in Zaporizhzhia 

https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2793
https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=1899
https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2793
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Region. They released him the same day, but forced him to leave for Ukrainian 

government-held territory. 

 

 "Fortunately, Fr Petro is now safe - he was 'deported' to Zaporizhzhia," the Donetsk 

Exarchate told Forum 18 from Zaporizhzhia on 29 November 

 

Fr Petro's colleague, Fr Oleksandr Bogomaz, priest of the Nativity of the Virgin Mary 

Church in Melitopol, was left to hold services in the eight parishes in Melitopol and in 

neighbouring villages. On Sunday 27 November, he held services in as many of these 

churches as he could. 

 

 Masked soldiers with automatic weapons seized Fr Oleksandr on the morning of 2 

December. "The interrogation went on for an hour," he said in an 8 December interview 

for the Greek Catholic television channel Zhyve. "They loaded me into a car, took me to 

Vasylivka, and then I walked to our territory." 

 

 The Donetsk Exarchate told Forum 18 that with no priest left in Melitopol, services in the 

parishes have stopped. 

 

 Fr Oleksandr says he wanted to remain to serve his flock in and around Melitopol. "Had I 

not been forcibly removed, I would have stayed there - that was my decision." 

 

 Fr Oleksandr also expressed concern for the seized priests in Berdyansk, Fr Ivan and Fr 

Bohdan. "I am asking you to pray for the priests from Berdyansk who are currently 

suffering in those torture chambers. We do not fully know what is happening to them." 

 

Melitopol: Church life under occupation 

 

Russian forces captured Melitopol on 1 March. Fr Oleksandr said he and his fellow Greek 

Catholic priests chose to remain to serve their congregations. His Church was involved in 

supporting the local population, including by feeding people. 

 

 Fr Oleksandr recalled in his 8 December interview that after the Russian seizure of 

Melitopol, the inter-faith council met every day at 11 o'clock in the city square and 

prayed for Ukraine. "At the same time, pro-Ukrainian rallies were held, and we prayed. 

These prayers lasted until the middle of August, until we were dispersed. I was not there 

during the crackdown, but there was a Protestant pastor who was imprisoned for five 

days for organising this prayer." 

 

 Fr Oleksandr said at one point he thought he was going to be shot at a checkpoint. "The 

special services came to me seven times: they talked to me as if I were the least 

important thing at all, and they were the bosses, in my house, in the church, and in the 

parish. Well, it's unpleasant, but I don't hold a grudge against them." He said he 

understood from comments during interrogation that someone was informing on him. 

They also pressured him to take a Russian passport, but he refused. 

 

 Fr Oleksandr recounted how children in the parish saw many times how the Russian 

special services came and interrogated him. "The children happened to be with us at that 

time, and they saw the mood I was in after the interrogations. They prayed a lot for me. 

And they asked: 'Father, are you leaving too?' I replied: 'No, I'm staying.'" 

 

Fr Oleksandr also said they took the Church's van. 

 

 

"Pro-Western religious sects and organisations" 
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The head of the Religious Organisations Department of the Russian-installed Zaporizhzhia 

Administration, Artyom Shablai, has given a series of interviews to the Russian media 

attacking religious "sects". 

 

He claimed in an interview with Tass on 18 November that there is proof that many are 

involved in "extremist activity" and have connections with foreign intelligence services. 

He added that leaders of some unnamed religious communities had forced their members 

to give information so that Ukrainian forces could more accurately target locations in 

Russian-held territory. 

 

 Shablai said Jehovah's Witnesses had been very active in Zaporizhzhia Region, but had 

withdrawn their elders once the war started "because they might have given information 

that didn't suit the USA or the Kyiv regime". 

 

Shablai similarly accused unnamed "neo-charismatic" churches of following the policies of 

foreign intelligence services and governments. He said their activity had now stopped in 

the Region. 

 

 On 14 December, Shablai accused local leaders and members of "pro-Western religious 

sects and organisations" of storing home-made explosive devices and grenades. He 

claimed that one unnamed pastor had "specialised technical training and three American 

passports". 

 

Forum 18 was unable to reach Shablai at the Russian-installed Zaporizhzhia 

Administration in Melitopol on 21 December. 

 

Seizing places of worship 

 

In his 18 November Tass interview, religious affairs official Shablai spoke about the now 

closed places of worship in Russian-controlled parts of Zaporizhzhia Region. "At present 

their premises have not been given to other religious organisations," he said. "One of 

them is used by the Zaporizhzhia Region Youth Policy Ministry." 

 

 Among several local seizures of places of worship, at the beginning of August, the 

Russian military seized the building of Melitopol Christian Church, banning all further 

worship services. The building was taken over by the Youth and Sports Ministry. The 

Russian military seized Word of Life Pentecostal Church in the centre of Melitopol and 

began using it as a military base. Soldiers hung a camouflage net on the fence around 

the building. 

 

 "Russian military and police collaborators recently searched the building of Jehovah's 

Witnesses" in central Berdyansk, Berdyansk News Online noted. On 14 December, "local 

propagandists" then announced the "nationalisation" of the Kingdom Hall, it added. Other 

news sources said the Russian authorities had seized lists of local Jehovah's Witnesses 

and expressed fears that they might then harass those on the list. 

 

 Russia banned Jehovah's Witness as "extremist" in 2017 and courts have since jailed 

many for often long prison terms. Russia has also imposed such jailings in occupied 

Crimea. 

 

 

Russian re-registration 

 

Russia annexed Ukraine's Zaporizhzhia and Kherson Regions, as well as the Donetsk 

People's Republic (DPR) and the Luhansk People's Republic (LPR), on 5 October. After 

that, occupation officials insisted that organisations that had registration in Ukraine – 

https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2784
https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2297
https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2775
https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2775
https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2790
https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2790
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including religious organisations - had to be registered under Russian law to continue any 

legal existence. 

 

 On 24 November, the Russian tax authorities included in its list of registered legal 

entities one religious organisation in occupied Zaporizhzhia Region, Vefil Church in 

Berdyansk, that had previously been registered by the Ukrainian authorities. Russian 

soldiers seized its pastor, Serhiy Karpenko, less than three weeks later (see above). 

 

 On 29 November, the Russian tax authorities included in its list of registered legal 

entities 203 religious organisations in occupied Luhansk Region that had previously been 

registered by the Russian-backed LPR. Almost all of these - 191 - are Russian Orthodox 

communities under the Moscow Patriarchate. Only 12 are from other communities: 8 

Muslim; 1 Jewish; 1 Hare Krishna; 1 Old Believer; and 1 Roman Catholic. (The 

LPR refused to register a whole range of religious communities, including Orthodox not of 

the Moscow Patriarchate, Protestants and Jehovah's Witnesses.) 

 

 Similarly, on 29 and 30 November, the Russian tax authorities included in its list of 

registered legal entities 191 religious organisations in occupied Donetsk Region that had 

previously been registered by the Russian-backed DPR. Most of these - 141 - are Russian 

Orthodox communities under the Moscow Patriarchate. A total of 50 are from other 

communities: 39 Protestant; 7 Muslim; 1 Jewish; 1 Hare Krishna; 1 independent 

Orthodox; and 1 Greek Catholic 

 

The Russian tax authorities have so far included in its list of registered legal entities no 

religious communities in occupied Kherson Region.  

 

Photo : Fr Bohdan Heleta (left) and Fr Ivan Levytsky, Church of the Nativity of the 

Blessed Virgin, Berdyansk  Credits : Donetsk Exarchate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ukrainian Orthodox Church/ Moscow Patriarchate 
and their clerics under fire 

By Willy Fautré, director of Human Rights Without Frontiers 

 

HRWF (15.12.2022) – For weeks, searches have been carried out in many parishes of the 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church in communion with Moscow Patriarchate (UOC/ MP) and have 

brought to light propaganda material in support of Russia’s war on Ukraine. 

 

The Ukrainian authorities are also hunting Orthodox clerics collaborating with the Russian 

Orthodox Church in Moscow and the Russian occupiers in Ukraine. 
 

At the same time, President Vladimir Zelensky gave orders to submit, within two months, 

to the Verkhovnaya Rada a bill that would prevent any religious organizations "affiliated 

https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2721
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with the centers of influence in Russia" from operating in the country. Besides, a bill, 

which would allow seizing property from the canonical Church, has recently been 

submitted to the Verkhovnaya Rada. 

 

On Wednesday 14 December, Metropolitan Onufryi of the UOC/ MP in Kyiv desperately 

reiterated the “independence” of his Church from the Moscow Patriarchate, stressing that 

the updated Statute were sent to the relevant state bodies: the President of Ukraine, the 

Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, the Cabinet of Ministers and directly to the State Service for 

Ethnopolitics and Freedom of Conscience. This may however not be sufficient to convince 

the Ukrainian authorities and avoid a ban as the revised status does not specify that the 

UOC is seceding from Moscow Patriarchate. 

 

A Ukrainian Orthodox priest sentenced to 12 years for high treason exchanged 

with the Russian Federation in a swap 

 

On 14 December, the Main Intelligence Directorate confirmed that as part of an exchange 

of prisoners, Ukraine handed over a priest of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church/ Moscow 

Patriarchate (UOC/ MP) to the Russian side. 

Earlier, the Russian media reported that Ukraine transferred the rector of the Lisichansky 

Cathedral, Archpriest Andrei Pavlenko , to the Russian Federation. The priest had been 

imprisoned for 8 months. A week ago he was sentenced to 12 years in prison for treason. 

He was accused of passing information about the Armed Forces of Ukraine to the 

Russians). 

Part of the swap were 64 Ukrainian soldiers and a US citizen, Murekesi Suedi. These were 

soldiers, sergeants and officers who took part in the defense of the city of Bakhmut.  

 

The Russian Federation claims that the exchange took place "thanks to the efforts of 

Battalion Wagner." 

 

The release of the American citizen was confirmed by U.S. State Department spokesman 

John Kirby. 

 

Sources: Strana Today, The Odessa Journal, Dumskaya 

 

SBU exposes a deacon from Zaporozhye, who campaigned for the region to join 

Russia  

 

On 10 December, the deacon of one of the churches of the Zaporizhzhya diocese of the 

UOC-MP, who campaigned for the annexation of the region to the Russian Federation, 

was exposed by the Security Service of Ukraine (SBU). 

 

According to the press service of the SBU, the cleric publicly approved the holding of an 

illegal referendum, for which he activated a profile on the banned VKontakte social 

network and, on his own behalf, reposted calls from pro-Kremlin bloggers in support of a 

fake plebiscite. 

 

Commenting on Russian publications, he agitated people to come to the polls and vote in 

favor of the aggressor. He also denied the existence of the Ukrainian people, their 

language and culture. 

 

In addition, the deacon questioned the state sovereignty and territorial integrity of 

Ukraine within internationally recognized borders. He took materials from propaganda on 

the Russian social network, including “Russian Spring”. 

 

https://strana.today/news/418504-ukraina-peredala-rf-nastojatelja-lisichanskoho-sobora-potoiereja-andreja-pavlenko.html
https://strana.today/news/418504-ukraina-peredala-rf-nastojatelja-lisichanskoho-sobora-potoiereja-andreja-pavlenko.html
https://strana.today/news/418583-ukraina-obmenjala-prihovorennoho-svjashchennika-upts-hur.html
https://odessa-journal.com/andriy-yermak-announced-another-exchange-of-prisoners/
https://dumskaya.net/news/obmen-plennymi-ukraina-vernula-64-voina-i-odnogo-171340/
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During searches at the place of residence of the person involved, law enforcement 

officers found computer equipment as evidence of crimes. He was informed of suspicion 

for justifying the aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine and deliberate 

actions aimed at inciting national and religious hatred. 

 

The issue of choosing a measure of restraint is being decided. 

 

Source: Dumskaya 

 

 

Ongoing searches of UOC/ MP facilities across Ukraine 

 

The Ukrainian Security Service has recently been conducting regular searches at the UOC 

facilities in various regions of the country. The declared purpose of the measures is "to 

prevent the use of religious communities as a cell of the 'Russian world.'"  

 

In November, the priests of the UOC who were detained during the searches could be 

exchanged for captured Ukrainian soldiers, following the example of Viktor Medvedchuk. 

The SBU conducted regular searches in the dioceses of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church - 

now in the Transcarpathian, Chernivtsi, Rivne, Volyn, Nikolaev, Sumy, Lvov, Zhytomyr 

and Kherson regions. 

 

According to the Union of Orthodox Journalists, the following temples have been 

inspected and searched: 

 

• Holy Ascension Cathedral (Uzhhorod); 

• Holy Intercession Сhurch (Uzhhorod); 

• St. John the Theologian Khreshchatyk Monastery (Chernivtsi district); 

• Assumption Monastery (Chernivtsi district); 

• Lipki Assumption Monastery (Lipki village, Rivne region); 

• The Iberian Icon of the Most-Holy Virgin Convent in the “Yusefin” tract (Sarny 

district); 

• Saints Equal-to-the-Apostles Constantine and Helen Monastery (Kostiantynivka 

village, Mykolayiv district); 

• Holy Spirit Cathedral (Romny); 

• Archdeacon-Stephen Church (Romny); 

• Holy Trinity Church (Lviv); 

• St. Amphilochios of Pochaiv Church (Mostysk); 

• Church of the Intercession of the Holy Virgin (Boryslav); 

• Cathedral of the Nativity of Christ (Korosten); 

• Holy Transfiguration Cathedral (Ovruch); 

• Ovruch-Korosten Eparchy (Ovruch); 

• St. Basil's Cathedral (Ovruch); 

• Saint Basil's Monastery (Ovruch); 

https://dumskaya.net/news/sbu-razoblachila-diakona-iz-zaporozhya-kotoryy-a-171233/
https://strana.today/news/417054-v-hur-minoborony-zajavili-chto-mohut-obmenjat-zaderzhannykh-svjashchennikov-upts-na-plennykh-vsu.html
https://strana.today/news/417054-v-hur-minoborony-zajavili-chto-mohut-obmenjat-zaderzhannykh-svjashchennikov-upts-na-plennykh-vsu.html
https://spzh.news/en/news/70106-sbu-conducts-searches-of-temples-and-monasteries-of-uoc-in-nine-regions
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• Church of the Icon of Kazan (Chornobaivka). 

 

As reported in the telegram channel of the SBU, Russian passports, St. George ribbons, 

symbols of the Opposition Platform for Life and the “manuals” of Patriarch Kirill of the 

Russian Orthodox Church “on spreading propaganda through believers” were found on 

the territory of the dioceses. 

 

“During the inspection of church premises in the village of Chernobaevka, Kherson 

region, SBU officers found forms of passes to the occupation authorities of Russia. 

 

In the diocese in the Lviv region, photos of hidden Russian documents "on ensuring 

interaction with the military commissariats of Russia" were found. 

 

On the territory of churches in the Transcarpathian region there was a banner of the so-

called "Republic of Subcarpathian Rus" with the text of the anthem of the "Podcarpathian 

Rusyns". 

 

On the territory of one of the monasteries in the Rivne region, a novice with a Russian 

passport and contacts in Russia was exposed,” the report says. 

 

The SBU also held "counterintelligence searches" in the Chernivtsi-Bukovin diocese of the 

UOC. It was reported that "methods from Moscow" and documents indicating the 

presence of Russian citizenship of the diocese leadership had been found. 

This is reported on the SBU website. 

 

It was reported that correspondence between the heads of the diocese with "Moscow 

curators" has been established and "Pro-Kremlin literature" had been found in a large 

volume. 

 

The SBU states that photocopies of the certificates of Russians who participated in 

hostilities against Ukraine were found on the computers of the diocese leadership. 

Source and photos: Strana Today 

 

Reaction of the Russian Orthodox Church in Moscow 

 

On 12, 13 and 14 December, Interfax Religion in Moscow voiced complaints of the 

Russian Orthodox Church spokesperson Vladimir Legoyda about the sanctions imposed 

by the Ukrainian authorities against some prominent figures of the UOC/ MP accused of 

being pro-Russian. 

 

Among them are seven clergymen, including  

• Metropolitan Antony of Borispol and Brovary, manager of affairs of the Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church,  

• Metropolitan Panteleimon of Lugansk and Alchevsk,  

• Metropolitan Luka of Zaporozhye and Melitopol,  

• and Metropolitan Melety of Chernovtsy and Bukovina. 

 

The Security Service of Ukraine's sanctions lists also include  

• Archbishop Paisy of Konstantinovka (vicar of the Gorlovka Diocese),  

• Archimandrite Ioann (Prokopenko) of the Zaporozhye Diocese,  

• and Archimandrite Alexy (Fyodorov) of the Kherson Diocese. 

 

The sanctions against the clergy envisage the blocking of their assets and withdrawal of 

capital outside of Ukraine, restrictions on trade operations, etc. They are also deprived of 

Ukrainian state awards and other awards and the right to buy land plots, privatize state 

property and intellectual property rights. 

https://strana.today/news/416568-sbu-provela-obysk-v-chernovitsko-bukovinskoj-eparkhii-upts-foto.html
https://t.me/SBUkr/6227
https://strana.today/news/416568-sbu-provela-obysk-v-chernovitsko-bukovinskoj-eparkhii-upts-foto.html
http://www.interfax-religion.com/?act=news&div=16755
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Metropolitan Onufry of the UOC/ MP desperately reiterates the ‘independence’ 

of his Church from the Moscow Patriarchate 

 

On 14 December, at the annual meeting of the clergy of the Kyiv Eparchy, His Beatitude 

Metropolitan Onuphry reiterated the independence of the UOC, recalling that the 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church dissociated itself from the Moscow Patriarchate at the last 

Council, which took place in the monastery in Feofaniya a few months ago. 

 

"The Synod of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church approved changes to the Statute on the 

management of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church. In particular, the provision that the 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church is a self-governing part of the Russian Orthodox Church was 

removed from the Statute of the UOC. In this way, it not only enshrined the 

administrative independence of the UOC, which existed before that, but also the 

separation from the Moscow Patriarchate. According to the accepted changes, the 

Primate of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church is no longer a member of the Holy Synod of 

the Russian Orthodox Church, while the resolutions of the councils of the Russian 

Orthodox Church are not considered binding for the Ukrainian Orthodox Church. Also, the 

paragraph on commemoration of the Patriarch of Moscow and All Rus at divine services in 

the temples of our Church was removed from the Statute. In accordance with the 

conventional form of commemoration, the Primate of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 

commemorates all Patriarchs of Local Orthodox Churches, the diocesan bishop 

commemorates the Primate of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, while parishes and 

monasteries commemorate the diocesan bishop. Such a tradition exists in other Local 

Orthodox Churches," said His Beatitude. Source: Union of Orthodox Journalists. See the 

full speech here. 

The Primate added that copies of the updated Statute were sent to the relevant state 

bodies: the President of Ukraine, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, the Cabinet of Ministers 

and directly to the State Service for Ethnopolitics and Freedom of Conscience. 

 

 

 

Nationalization of the Pearl of Russian Orthodoxy in Kyiv: 
Controversies 

 

By Willy Fautré, Human Rights Without Frontiers 

 

HRWF (05.12.2022) - The Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra has been officially registered as a 

monastery within the Orthodox Church of Ukraine (OCU), according to Yevstratii Zoria, a 

bishop of the OCU and a Holy Synod spokesperson. The OCU was created as a national 

Church and affiliated with the Patriarchate of Constantinople in 2018, four years after 

Maidan, under President Petro Poroshenko. The then president of Ukraine was hereby 

hoping to reduce the influence of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church/ Moscow Patriarchate 

(UOC/MP) and to win the presidential election against Volodymyr Zelensky. As we know, 

Zelensky won a landslide victory. 

 

https://spzh.news/en/tag/blazhennejshij-mitropolit-onufrij-65
https://spzh.news/en/tag/blazhennejshij-mitropolit-onufrij-65
https://spzh.news/en/news/70112-primate-uoc-announced-its-complete-separation-from-the-moscow-patriarchate
https://news.church.ua/2022/12/14/povidomlennya-keruyuchogo-kijivskoyu-jeparxijeyu-blazhennishogo-mitropolita-onufriya-na-richnix-zborax/?__cf_chl_tk=ju8cefSVLZl28KMeqGM0C_eVFzBLQ4apGCu7Bo7p8bE-1671032334-0-gaNycGzNClE
https://www.facebook.com/yevstr/posts/pfbid0hAjG9iet1YA2stbFMfJCGs4Q49LDYU1y4fVyogU4KwWqAjYdZKok3LhGtzKYFC94l
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On 24 November, the website of the Parliament of Ukraine published the text of draft law 

No. 8221 banning the activities of the Russian Orthodox Church represented in Ukraine 

by the Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC). 

 

The bill outlaws the activity of any religious organizations or institutions, which are part 

or in any way accountable to the Russian Orthodox Church “in canonical, organizational 

and other issues.” 

 

The bill is said to prevent threats to the national security of Ukraine and “to liberate 

Ukraine from the Russian Orthodox Church as yet another step towards independent 

Ukraine.” 

 

 

Announcement by the Orthodox Church of Ukraine (OCU) 

 

“On December 1, 2022, the charter of the Holy Dormition Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra (men's 

monastery) of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church (Orthodox Church of Ukraine) was 

registered. Information about this legal entity as part of the Local Church was entered 

into the Unified State Register (45081205) on 2 December. 

 

In order to restore historical justice and overcome the consequences of the non-canonical 

subordination of the Ukrainian shrine to the power of the Moscow Patriarchate, the Holy 

Synod of the OCU at its meeting on May 23, 2022 (Resolution No. 30) decided to create 

a religious organization within the Local Church - the men's monastery ‘Holy Dormition of 

Kyiv Pechersk Lavra.’ At the same time, the Synod instructed His Beatitude Metropolitan 

Epiphanius to address the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine with a request to provide one 

of the Lavra's churches in its upper part for divine services, and certain rooms for 

monastic activities. 

 

The Metropolitan of Kyiv and All Ukraine is a sacred archimandrite, that is, the canonical 

and spiritual head of the Kyiv Lavra. Also, by the decision of the Synod, His Beatitude 

Metropolitan Epiphanius was appointed to head the monastery as a legal entity.” 

 

Press service of the Kyiv Metropolitanate of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 

(OCU) 

 

Reaction of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church/ Moscow Patriarchate (UOC/MP) 

 

“Under the title “On the fake about the Lavra and the OCU”, the Ukrainian Orthodox 

Church/ Moscow Patriarchate declared on 2 December: 

“Due to the appearance of information about the registration of a legal entity ‘The Kyiv-

Pechersk Lavra of the OCU’ in the media and assumptions related thereto, it should be 

explained that this structure has no relation to the real Holy Dormition Kyiv-Pechersk 

Lavra. 

It is registered at another address, and its emergence is not a consequence of the closing 

down of the true Lavra of the ‘Ukrainian Orthodox Church’, to which its historical 

premises were returned back in 1988. 

By the way, information about a parallel legal entity named ‘The Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra’ 

under the jurisdiction of the ‘Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Kyiv Patriarchate’ existed 

in the relevant register many years earlier. However, there was never any monastery of 

the ‘UOC KP’ in place of the Lavra.  

https://hrwf.eu/ukraine-draft-law-on-banning-the-activities-of-the-russian-orthodox-church/
https://hrwf.eu/ukraine-draft-law-on-banning-the-activities-of-the-russian-orthodox-church/
https://hrwf.eu/ukraine-draft-law-on-banning-the-activities-of-the-russian-orthodox-church/
https://www.pomisna.info/uk/vsi-novyny/zareyestrovano-svyato-uspensku-kyyevo-pechersku-lavru-yak-monastyr-u-skladi-ptsu/?fbclid=IwAR1DRhHzmidsh2XpwWr-E2q3vAgNJEzdYXFA8utMEcm4_K1RucIbZkfT18I
https://news.church.ua/2022/12/02/on-the-fake-about-the-lavra-and-the-ocu/?lang=en
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We are witnessing the same now – the ‘Orthodox Church of Ukraine’ announced that it 

had registered a fake religious structure without monks.” 

Reaction of the Russian Orthodox Church in Moscow 

 

Under the title ‘Russian Orthodox Church dismisses rumors of Kiev Lavra of the Caves 

takeover by Orthodox Church of Ukraine’, Interfax-Religion in Moscow published the 

following article on 2 December: 

 

“The Moscow Patriarchate has provided a clarification following reports on Friday evening 

that the management of Kiev Lavra pf the Caves was being transferred to the non-

canonical Orthodox Church of Ukraine (OCU). 

‘A by-laws has been registered of a 'parallel' OCU monastery, a Kiev Lavra of the Caves. 

The schismatics applied for its registration long ago. Now, in the words of Ivan 

(Yevstraty) Zorya, an OCU spokesman, they will lay claim to one of upper Lavra 

churches, which is officially run by the Kiev of the Caves historical cultural reserve, and 

premises for 'monastic activity', Russian Patriarch Kirill's advisor Archpriest Nikolay 

Balashov told Interfax.  

For now, the registration of the real Lavra is unaffected by the move, he said. 

‘But in the lawless environment that is now obvious in Ukraine, and in the event of 

recognition of a 'political expediency' one may expect quick subsequent decisions, which 

were discussed at the last meeting of Ukraine's NSDC [National Security and Defense 

Council] and approved by a decree of Vladimir Zelensky,’ the archpriest said.He then 

wondered whom the OCU would populate Ukraine's main monastery with. ‘There are 

very few monks in the splinter organization. They might then have to make a museum 

out of the Lavra, as it was under Khrushchev in 1961,’ the patriarch's advisor said.” 

 

 

 

23 criminal proceedings opened against 33 pro-Russian 
clerics 

By Willy Fautré, director of Human Rights Without Frontiers 

 

HRWF (28.11.2022) – Vasyl Malyuk, the head of the Security Service of Ukraine declared 

in an interview with Ukrinform in October: "Since the beginning of the war, we have 

opened 23 criminal proceedings against clerics, there are already 33 suspects - from 

classic agents gathering in-depth information to banal fire adjusters in cassocks." 

In November, the SBU searched facilities of the UOC/ MP (Ukrainian Orthodox 

Church/ Moscow Patriarchate) across Ukraine 

In November, the Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) searched quite a number of 

churches, religious buildings and premises of clerics of the UOC/ MP to identify some 

collaborators or people sympathizing with the Russian occupying forces. 

 

Ukrainian security officers officially conducted "counterintelligence procedures", including 

at the famous Kyiv Lavra of the Caves, "looking into reports that the monastery's 

http://www.interfax-religion.com/?act=news&div=16741
http://www.interfax-religion.com/?act=news&div=16741
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premises might be used to hide reconnaissance and sabotage groups, foreign citizens, 

weapons, etc." 

On Sunday 27 November, the SBU carried out a security operation in the Ivano-Frankivsk 

Diocese of the UOC/ MP. Searches were being conducted in the Church of the Nativity of 

Christ. This was stated on the SBU Facebook page of the SBU, "Espresso. 

Zahid" reported. 

 

The operation was carried out together with the National Police and the National Guard 

within the framework of the SBU's systematic work of countering subversive activities of 

the Russian special services in Ukraine," it was said in their message. The special forces 

were looking for prohibited items and verifying some accusations of alleged misuse of the 

diocese premises as a center for the promotion of the "Russian World". 

On 25 November, the (SBU) searched the bishop of the Ternopil Diocese of the Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church (UOC). 

 

Russian literature glorifying the Russian World was allegedly found, and equipment was 

seized. The bishop was said to use this material to promote the values of the Russian 

Federation and anti-Ukrainian agitation. 

On 23 November, the SBU also conducted searches in St. Nicholas Cathedral in 

Chernivtsi and found evidence of collaboration between the Chernivtsi-Bukovyna Diocese 

and Russia: pro-Kremlin literature, copies of occupiers' documents, as well as 

correspondence with Moscow curators were found. The investigative actions yielded 

documents confirming the Russian citizenship of the heads of the diocese entities, 

correspondence of the heads of the diocese with the Russian Orthodox Church and pro-

Russian literature, the media reported. According to the reports, a criminal case was 

opened based on the article of the Criminal Code dealing with high treason. 

On the morning of 22 November, the Security Service of Ukraine conducted a counter-

intelligence operation in over 350 church buildings, including in the premises of the Holy 

Dormition Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra in Kyiv, the Koretsky Holy Trinity Monastery and the 

Sarnensky-Polissia Eparchy of the UOC/ MP. About 850 persons were checked in all. Over 

50 of them were subjected to in-depth counterintelligence interviews, including with the 

use of a polygraph. Russians were found in the facilities of the UOC/ MP. Some of them 

presented passports and military IDs of the USSR, or did not have original documents at 

all, but only copies of them, or had Ukrainian passports with indications of forgery or 

damage.  

In addition, a 32-year-old citizen of Ukraine was staying in the Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra. He 

is suspected of unlawful activities of the pro-Russian news agency Antvan in Ukraine. 

According to media reports, the searches yielded "pro-Russian literature" that is used in 

instruction in seminaries and parish schools and, in the opinion of law enforcement 

officials, contains "Russian world" propaganda. The searches also yielded more than two 

million hryvnias, more than $100,000 and several thousand Russian rubles. 

The SBU also conducted additional searches in the Orthodox dioceses in Kirovohrad 

region and the head of the Vinnytsia diocese, who was notified of suspicion. 

 

Recently, the SBU initiated criminal proceedings over an incident that occurred on 12 

November in one of the churches of the Kyiv Cave Monastery. During the service in the 

church, the song "The bell is floating, floating over Russia, Mother Russia is awakening" 

was sung. 

https://zahid.espreso.tv/sbu-priyshla-z-obshukami-do-khramu-rizdva-khristovogo-upts-mp-v-ivano-frankivsku
https://zahid.espreso.tv/sbu-priyshla-z-obshukami-do-khramu-rizdva-khristovogo-upts-mp-v-ivano-frankivsku
https://babel.ua/news/87508-sbu-priyshla-z-obshukami-do-yepiskopa-ternopilskoji-yeparhiji-upc-mp-vin-propaguvav-russkiy-mir
https://babel.ua/news/87508-sbu-priyshla-z-obshukami-do-yepiskopa-ternopilskoji-yeparhiji-upc-mp-vin-propaguvav-russkiy-mir
https://risu.ua/sbu-znajshla-prorosijsku-literaturu-miljoni-gotivkita-sumnivnih-gromadyan-rf-u-primishchennyah-upc-mp_n134166
https://risu.ua/sbu-znajshla-prorosijsku-literaturu-miljoni-gotivkita-sumnivnih-gromadyan-rf-u-primishchennyah-upc-mp_n134166
https://risu.ua/en/ssu-finds-pro-russian-literature-millions-in-cash-and-dubious-russian-citizens-during-security-measures-in-premises-of-moscow-patriarchates-ukrainian-orthodox-church_n134190
https://risu.ua/en/ssu-finds-pro-russian-literature-millions-in-cash-and-dubious-russian-citizens-during-security-measures-in-premises-of-moscow-patriarchates-ukrainian-orthodox-church_n134190
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The Russian Orthodox Church has protested against the SBU’s searches of the Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church/ Moscow Patriarchate, qualifying them as acts of intimidation. 

Synod of the UOC/ MP called its priests in occupied territories “heroes who risk 

their reputation” 

 
On 23 November, the Synod of the UOC-MP released a statement by which it said that 

the accusations of collaboration between their clergy are groundless and artificial. 

 

"Those bishops and priests who have remained in the occupied territories of Ukraine and 

continue to perform their pastoral ministry are not collaborators. On the contrary, many 

of them are real heroes of the Ukrainian people, " the UOC-MP claims. 

 

As the Synod of the UOC-MP notes, priests of their denomination risk their reputation in 

order for their people to survive in the occupied territories. 

"In the difficult circumstances that developed as a result of the war, they did not leave 

their flock. Risking their reputation, the clergy of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church are 

doing everything possible to ensure that our Ukrainian people survive where war 

destroys the chances of human life," the statement reads. 

The Synod of the UOC-MP also expressed concern that the process of transition of 

communities from the Moscow Patriarchate to the OCU continues in the future, which the 

UOC-MP calls "raiding", and that the monasteries were visited by the SBU with searches. 

The UOC-MP is concerned that some of their representatives have faced with serious 

charges. 

 

"Once again, we strongly urge not to incite an internal war but to unite everyone in order 

to survive and defeat the evil that stands before us. Only our joint work without internal 

strife can stop the bloodshed," the UOC-MP suggests. 

As reported, under the procedural leadership of the Donetsk regional prosecutor's Office, 

an indictment has been submitted to the court regarding one 'hero " - a priest of the 

UOC-MP, a resident of the village of Yarova, for collaboration activities (Part 5 of Article 

111-1 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine). 

This "hero", the rector of the "Kazan Icon" parish of the UOC-MP Diocese of Horlivka, 

according to the investigation, in May 2022 colluded with the military of the army of the 

aggressor country and, on their instructions, organized a gathering of residents in the 

premises of a local club. Taking advantage of the respect among the villagers, the priest 

informed the citizens that the settlement is under the control of the Russian troops and it 

is necessary to elect a new head of local authorities to interact with the enemy. Under 

the influence of the personal opinion of the accused, local residents supported the 

proposed candidacy of the new pseudo-head of the village of Yarova, by a majority vote. 
 

The UOC/MP ordained a new bishop in the liberated Izyum Diocese 

 
On 27 November, Metropolitan Onufriy of the UOC/ MP presided over the Divine Liturgy 

in the Holy Dormition Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra, during which he consecrated Archimandrite 

Ivan (Ternovetskyi) as the bishop of Izyum and Kupyansky, who is in charge of the 

Izyum Diocese. 

 

This was reported by the Information and Educational Department of the Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church of Ukraine . 

 

https://news.church.ua/2022/11/23/zayava-svyashhennogo-sinodu-ukrajinskoji-pravoslavnoji-cerkvi-vid-23-listopada-2022-roku/
https://risu.ua/en/synod-of-the-uoc-mp-called-its-priests-in-the-occupied-territories-heroes-who-risk-their-reputation_n134195
https://risu.ua/sbu-znajshla-prorosijsku-literaturu-miljoni-gotivkita-sumnivnih-gromadyan-rf-u-primishchennyah-upc-mp_n134166
https://news.church.ua/2022/11/27/predstoyatel-ocholiv-xirotoniyu-arximandrita-ioanna-ternoveckogo-v-jepiskopa-izyumskogo/
https://news.church.ua/2022/11/27/predstoyatel-ocholiv-xirotoniyu-arximandrita-ioanna-ternoveckogo-v-jepiskopa-izyumskogo/
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The new bishop was chosen for this ministry by the Holy Synod of the UOC of the 

Moscow Patriarchate at its last meeting on 23 November. 

 

Bishop Elisey Ivanov,  the previous bishop of the Izyum diocese, where a mass grave 

with 440 bodies was discovered, fled to Russia with the occupiers on the eve of the 

liberation of the region by the armed forces. On 14 September, he was seen at an 

Orthodox exhibition in Russia which was blessed by the head of the Belgorod 

Metropolitanate of the Russian Orthodox Church, Metropolitan Ivan of Belgorod and 

Starooskol. 

 

Draft law on banning the activities of the Russian 
Orthodox Church 

By Willy Fautré, director of Human Rights Without Frontiers 

 

HRWF (28.11.2022) - On 24 November, the website of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine 

published the text of draft law No. 8221 banning the activities of the Russian Orthodox 

Church represented on the territory of Ukraine by the Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC).  

 

The bill outlaws the activity of any religious organizations or institutions, which are part 

or in any way accountable to the Russian Orthodox Church "in canonical, organizational 

and other issues," the European Solidarity Party said on Telegram. 

 

The party said that the bill aimed at preventing threats to the national security of Ukraine 

and providing order, and described "the liberation of Ukraine from the Russian Orthodox 

Church as yet another step towards independent Ukraine." 

 

The authors of draft law No. 8221 "On ensuring the strengthening of national security in 

the sphere of freedom of conscience and activities of religious organizations" propose a 

ban on the activities of  

 

• the Russian Orthodox Church,  

• religious organizations (associations) that are directly or as constituent parts of 

another religious organization (association) included in the structure (are part of) 

the Russian Orthodox Church,  

• religious centers (management), who are part of or recognize (declare) in any 

form subordination in canonical, organizational, and other matters to the Russian 

Orthodox Church. 

 

It is assumed that all transactions related to the use of property (renting, hiring, leasing, 

etc.), the validity period of which has not expired, concluded between residents of 

Ukraine and the relevant foreign religious organization, as well as with legal entities, the 

owner, participant, shareholder of which it is, they are terminated prematurely. 

The peculiarities of the naming of religious organizations are established, in particular, 

the possibility for a religious organization to use the word "Orthodox" in its name (both 

full and abbreviated), in the name, only if this religious organization is subordinate in 

canonical and organizational matters to Orthodox Church of Ukraine. 

Alexey Goncharenko, a Ukrainian Verkhovnaya Rada deputy from the European Solidarity 

Party, has asked Prime Minister Denis Shmygal to deprive the Ukrainian Orthodox 

https://risu.ua/zniklij-mitropolit-izyumskij-upc-mp-znajshovsya-u-rosijskomu-byelgorodi_n132323
https://itd.rada.gov.ua/billInfo/Bills/Card/40832
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Church/ Moscow Patriarchate of the right to rent the Kyiv Lavra of the Caves and the 

Pochayev Lavra. 

 

If this law is adopted, the famous monasteries Kyiv-Pechersk, Holy Assumption Pochaiv 

and Sviatohirsk Lavra would become the property of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine 

(OCU), founded in 2018 under President Poroshenko and affiliated with the Patriarchate 

of Constantinople. 

 

Photo : Verkhovna Rada 

 

 

 

 

82 Ukrainian academics denounce FECRIS for its links 
with Moscow (EN/FR) 

On 18 November, Bitter Winter published an article titled “82 Ukrainian 

Academics Ask France to Stop Supporting the Anti-Cult Federation FECRIS” 

revealing that virtually all Ukrainian scholars of religion wrote to President 

Macron denouncing the complicity between Western anti-cultists and their 

Russian homologues who keep slandering Ukraine 

M. Emmanuel Macron 

Président de la République Française 

Palais de l’Élysée 

75008 Paris 

Kiyv, November 11, 2022 

Copy to: 

Volodymyr Oleksandrovych Zelenskyy, President of Ukraine 

Vadym Omeltchenko, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Ukraine to France 

Etienne de PONCINS, Ambassador of France in Ukraine 

Re: Funding of FECRIS association by France 

Dear Mr President, 

We are a group of Ukrainian scholars and human rights defenders, most of us currently 

based in Ukraine. We want to start this letter by saying that we deeply appreciate the 

help that France is providing to our country, in the most difficult situation that we are 

facing during these terrible times for our people. 

Nevertheless, we would like to draw your attention on the following facts. At the Human 

Dimension Conference organized by the OSCE in Warsaw, on September 28 and 29, 

France has been publicly asked by NGOs to stop funding FECRIS (European Federation of 

https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/kiev-ukraine-orthodox-church-building-architecture-1018884499
https://depositphotos.com/82936982/stock-photo-holy-assumption-lavra-monastery-svyatogorsk.html
https://depositphotos.com/82936982/stock-photo-holy-assumption-lavra-monastery-svyatogorsk.html
https://bitterwinter.org/ukrainian-academics-ask-france-to-stop-supporting-fecris/
https://bitterwinter.org/ukrainian-academics-ask-france-to-stop-supporting-fecris/
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Research and Information Centers on Sects and Cults), a French umbrella organization 

that gathers “anti-cult” organizations throughout Europe and is mainly funded by France. 

What was reproached as regards FECRIS, besides its discriminatory activities against any 

religious minorities that they falsely label as “cults”, was the fact that for years it has 

supported its Russian branch, whilst that branch is a key and constant actor in the 

Kremlin’s propaganda against Ukraine, its government and its people. 

The French Permanent Representation at OSCE issued a right of reply, and instead of 

answering on the merits of the criticism, only stated that “FECRIS is an association 

providing assistance to victims of sectarian aberrations. It is as such that it is supported 

by the French government, which intends to continue supporting its activities”. We 

deeply regret that the French representation did not take seriously the facts that were 

denounced during this conference. 

Unfortunately, the support of FECRIS to Russian propaganda against Ukraine is very well 

documented. It started long time ago. Alexander Dvorkin, Vice President of FECRIS from 

2009 to 2021 and currently a board member, has been barred from entering Ukraine 

since 2014, because he was a very rabid anti-Ukrainian propagandist, spreading on 

Russian State TV that Ukrainian authorities were a bunch of “cult-followers” controlled by 

cults and the West. He was one of the first calling the Maidan authorities “Neo-Pagans” 

and “Nazis”. Since, he made visits to the self-proclaimed “Luhansk People’s Republic” and 

continued its propaganda against Ukraine there, in addition to Russia. 

Alexander Novopashin, an official representative of FECRIS in Russia, is almost every day 

in Russian medias accusing Ukrainians to be “satanists” to be fought by the Russian 

troops, and even depicts us as “cannibals”, praising the Russian government for the holy 

fight they are conducting in our territories. He even justified publicly the Russian invasion 

in Ukraine with these words: “Any disease must be cured, and, alas, if a person has 

gangrene, you have to take away its hand, and resort to surgical methods.” 

FECRIS association “the Saratov branch of the Center for Religious Studies”, located in 

Saratov, just after the beginning of the war, published a call to denunciate to them any 

“provocateur” that would pretend that Russia triggered war, or were advocating for 

peace, so that they could liaise with Russian law enforcement agencies to take care of 

them. 

These are only few examples amongst dozens which have been documented. 

Now, FECRIS took off their website the names of their Russian associations and are 

pretending that in fact they would support Ukraine. They don’t and those are false 

pretenses. In fact, per the last documents that they filed to the French authorities, 

Alexander Dvorkin is still a member of their board of administration. They never 

distanced themselves from the actions of their Russian members. They never publicly 

sanctioned Alexander Dvorkin or other Russian members for the evil acts they committed 

recently and during these last years. To the opposite they supported them whatever they 

were doing. Now they say on their website that they also have Ukrainian branches as 

evidence that they would not support the Kremlin propaganda. What they forgot to say, 

is that they have two associations members of FECRIS in Ukraine, one of them being 

pro-Russian, and the other one being inactive for a decade while it is well-known for its 

discriminatory statements against minority religions, and it never publicly distanced itself 

from the Russian FECRIS. 
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Additionally, according to reports published by Chinese official sources, as late as July 15, 

2022, FECRIS’ treasurer Didier Pachoud and his FECRIS affiliate organization GEMPPI 

hosted in a conference in Paris Roman Silantyev, one of the Russian anti-cultists who 

claim that Ukrainian leaders are inspired by “occult and pagan” ideologies, and infiltrate 

“Satanists” into Russia for purposes of sabotage and terrorism. 

That is why we respectfully ask you to make sure that France stops funding such an 

association which is an enemy of the West and democracy and has worked hand in hand 

with the Russian authorities against Ukraine. We hope that you will take this letter 

seriously and will consider its merits. It might look unimportant, but it’s important to 

realize that Vladimir Putin has now adopted FECRIS theories accusing the West of 

“Satanism”, and that they are part of his state propaganda apparatus. 

Thank you very much for your help on this important matter. 

Respectfully, 

***** 
 
M. Emmanuel Macron 

Président de la République Française 

Palais de l’Élysée 

75008 Paris 

 

Kyiv, le 11 novembre 2022 

 

 

 

Copie à : 

Volodymyr Oleksandrovych Zelensky, Président de l’Ukraine 

Vadym Omelchenko, Ambassadeur Extraordinaire et Plénipotentiaire d’Ukraine en France 

Etienne de PONCINS, Ambassadeur de France en Ukraine 

 

 

Re : Le financement de l’association FECRIS par la France 

 

 

Monsieur le Président, 

 

Nous sommes un groupe d’universitaires et de défenseurs des droits humains ukrainiens, 

la plupart d’entre nous actuellement basés en Ukraine. Nous souhaitons commencer cette 

lettre en vous exprimant combien nous apprécions l’aide que la France apporte à notre 

pays, dans cette situation des plus difficiles à laquelle nous faisons face, en ces temps 

terribles pour notre peuple. 

 

Néanmoins, nous souhaitons attirer votre attention sur les faits qui suivent. Lors de la 

Conférence sur la Dimension Humaine, organisée par l’OSCE à Varsovie les 28 et 29 

septembre, des ONGs invitées ont publiquement demandé à la France d’arrêter de 

financer la FECRIS (Fédération Européenne des Centres de Recherche et d’Information 

sur les Sectes), une organisation-cadre qui regroupe des organisations « antisectes » à 

travers l’Europe et qui est principalement financée par la France. 
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Ce qui était reproché à la FECRIS, au-delà de ses activités discriminatoires à l’encontre 

de toutes les religions minoritaires qu’elle étiquette faussement comme « sectes », était 

le fait qu’elle a soutenu sa branche russe tandis que cette dernière est un acteur clé et 

constant de la propagande du Kremlin contre l’Ukraine, son gouvernement et son peuple. 

 

La Représentation Française Permanente à l’OSCE a publié alors un droit de réponse, et 

au lieu de répondre sur le fond des critiques, s’est contenté d’écrire que « la FECRIS est 

une association qui fournit de l’assistance aux victimes des aberrations sectaires. C’est en 

tant que telle qu’elle est soutenue par le gouvernement français, qui a l’intention de 

continuer à soutenir ses activités. » Nous regrettons profondément le fait que la 

Représentation Française n’ait pas considéré avec sérieux les faits qui ont été dénoncés 

durant cette conférence. 

 

Malheureusement, le soutien de la FECRIS à la propagande russe contre l’Ukraine est 

parfaitement documenté. Ce soutien a commencé il y a longtemps. Alexandre Dvorkin, 

Vice-Président de la FECRIS de 2009 à 2021, et actuellement membre de son Conseil 

d’Administration, a été interdit de pénétrer le territoire Ukrainien depuis 2014, parce qu’il 

est un propagandiste anti-ukrainien très enragé, qui a répandu à la télévision d’État 

russe l’idée que les autorités ukrainiennes étaient des membres de « sectes » contrôlées 

par l’occident. Il fut l’un des premiers à appeler les autorités ukrainiennes « néo-

paganistes » et « nazis ». Depuis, il a rendu plusieurs visites à la « République » auto-

proclamée de Lougansk, et y a continué sa propagande anti-ukrainienne, comme il l’a fait 

en Russie. 

 

Alexandre Novopashin, un représentant officiel de la FECRIS en Russie, est pratiquement 

chaque jour dans les médias russes, accusant les ukrainiens d’être des « satanistes » que 

les troupes russes doivent combattre, et nous dépeint même comme des « cannibales », 

louant le gouvernement russe pour la « guerre sainte » qu’il mène sur notre territoire. Il 

a même justifié publiquement l’invasion russe de l’Ukraine par ces mots : « Toute 

maladie doit être soignée, et hélas, si une personne a la gangrène, il faut lui couper la 

main et recourir à des méthodes chirurgicales ». 

 

L’association membre de la FECRIS « la Branche du Centre pour les Études Religieuses 

de Saratov », qui se trouve à Saratov, a publié juste après le début de la guerre un appel 

à dénoncer tout « provocateur », toute personne qui prétendrait que c’est la Russie qui a 

déclenché une guerre, ou qui militerait pour la paix, afin qu’ils puissent coordonner avec 

les services russes (police, FSB) pour s’occuper de telles personnes. 

 

Ce ne sont que quelques exemples parmi des dizaines qui ont été documentés.  

 

Maintenant, la FECRIS a enlevé de son site web les noms de ses associations russes et 

prétend qu’en fait elle soutiendrait l’Ukraine. Ce n’est pas le cas et ce sont de fausses 

prétentions. En réalité, d’après les derniers documents qu’elle a transmis aux autorités 

françaises, Alexandre Dvorkin est toujours un membre de son conseil d’administration. 

La FECRIS ne s’est jamais distancée des actions de ses membres russes. Elle n’a jamais 

publiquement sanctionné Alexandre Dvorkin ou un quelconque autre membre russe pour 

les actes commis récemment ou durant ces dernières années. Au contraire, elle les a 

soutenus quoi qu’ils fassent. Depuis peu, la FECRIS avance sur son site Internet le fait 

qu’elle aurait aussi des branches ukrainiennes, comme preuve de son absence de soutien 

au Kremlin. Ce qu’elle oublie de dire, c’est qu’elle a deux associations membres en 

Ukraine, l’une étant pro-russe, et l’autre inactive depuis une décennie, cette dernière 

étant connue pour ses déclarations discriminatoires envers les religions minoritaires et le 

fait qu’elle n’a jamais pris ses distances avec la FECRIS russe. 

 

En outre, d’après des rapports publiés par des sources officielles chinoises, le 15 juillet 

2022, le trésorier de la FECRIS Didier Pachoud et son association affiliée à la FECRIS le 
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GEMPPI, ont accueilli dans une conférence qu’ils organisaient à Paris Roman Silantev, l’un 

des militants « antisectes » Russes qui prétend que les leaders ukrainiens sont inspirés 

par « l’occulte et la paganisme », et infiltrent des « satanistes » en Russie dans un but de 

sabotage et de terrorisme. 

 

C’est pourquoi nous vous demandons respectueusement de vous assurer que la France 

cesse de financer une telle association, qui est une ennemie de l’occident et de la 

démocratie et qui travaille main dans la main avec les autorités russes contre l’Ukraine. 

Nous espérons que vous considérerez cette lettre sérieusement et que vous en 

examinerez le bien-fondé. Cela peut sembler sans importance, mais il est important de 

se rendre compte que Vladimir Poutine a maintenant adopté les théories de la FECRIS et 

accuse lui-même l’occident de « satanisme », et que la FECRIS fait partie de son appareil 

de propagande d’État.   

 

Merci beaucoup pour votre aide concernant cette affaire importante. 

 

Nous vous prions de croire, Monsieur le Président, en l’expression de notre haute 

considération. 

 
Anatoly Kolodny 

Président de l'Académie ukrainienne des sciences, docteur en philosophie, professeur, 

directeur scientifique, Département d'études religieuses, Institut de philosophie, NASU 

(Académie nationale des sciences d'Ukraine) 

 

Lyudmila Filipovitch 

Vice-présidente de Académie nationale des sciences d'Ukraine, docteur en philosophie, 

professeur, chef du département de philosophie et d'histoire de la religion, Institut de 

philosophie, NASU 

 

Alexandre Sagan 

Vice-président de l'Académie ukrainienne des sciences, docteur en philosophie, 

professeur, chef du département d'études religieuses de l'Institut de philosophie de 

l'Académie nationale des sciences d'Ukraine 

 

Petro Yarotsky 

Docteur en philosophie, professeur, scientifique de premier plan. Département d'études 

religieuses, Institut de philosophie, NASU 

 

Alla Aristova 

Docteur en philosophie, professeur, Département d'études religieuses, Institut de 

philosophie, NASU 

 

Vita Tytarenko 

Docteur en philosophie, professeur, Département d'études religieuses, Institut de 

philosophie, NASU 

 

Pavlo Pavlenko  

Docteur en philosophie, professeur, Département d'études religieuses, Institut de 

philosophie, NASU 

 

Oleg Buchma 

Ph.D., Département d'études religieuses, Institut de philosophie de l'Académie nationale 

des sciences d'Ukraine 

 

Dmytro Bazik 
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Ph.D., Département d'études religieuses, Institut de philosophie de l'Académie nationale 

des sciences d'Ukraine 

 

Anna Kulagina 

Ph.D., Département d'études religieuses, Institut de philosophie de l'Académie nationale 

des sciences d'Ukraine 

 

Gorkusha Oksana 

Ph.D., Département d'études religieuses, Institut de philosophie de l'Académie nationale 

des sciences d'Ukraine 

 

Serhii Zdioruk 

Docteur en philosophie, chef du département Institut d'études stratégiques auprès du 

Président de l'Ukraine 

 

Viktor Yelensky 

Docteur en philosophie, professeur, chef du département scientifique de l'Institut 

d'ethnopolitique de la NASU 

 

Oleksandre Outkine 

Docteur en histoire, Pr. 

 

Pétro Mazur 

Docteur en médecine, directeur de la Kremenets Medical School 

 

Leonid Vyhovskyi 

Docteur en philosophie, chef du département de philosophie, Université de gestion et de 

droit Khmelnytskyi, chef de l’UAR de Khmelnytskyi (UAR : Académie ukrainienne d'études 

religieuses) 

 

Vitaly Dokash 

Docteur en philosophie, professeur, chef de l'UAR de Chernivtsi. 

 

Edouard Martyniuk 

Docteur en philosophie, Professeur associé, UNO (Université nationale d'Odessa) 

 

Tetiana Gavrylyuk 

Docteur en philosophie, Académie de statistique 

 

Vitaly Matveev 

Docteur en Philosophie, chef de département, Université des Bioressources 

 

Ella Bystrytska 

Docteur en sciences, professeur, chef de département, Université pédagogique nationale 

Ternopil Volodymyr Hnatiuk 

 

Olena Nikitchenko 

Docteur en philosophie, professeur agrégé, Odesa Academy 

 

Volodymyr Lubski 

Docteur en philosophie, prof. 

 

Tatiana Gorbachenko 

Docteur en philosophie, prof. 

 

Ihor Kozlovsky 



Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | Ukraine    

 

Docteur en sciences, professeur agrégé de sciences, Département d'études religieuses, 

Institut de philosophie de l'Académie nationale des sciences d'Ukraine 

 

Lesya Skubko 

Membre de l'UAR 

 

Iryna Fenno 

Docteur en philosophie, Assoc. prof. d'études religieuses de KNU (Université nationale de 

Kyiv) 

 

Iryna Klimouk 

Docteur en sciences philosophiques 

 

Nadia Stokolos 

Docteur en Histoire, Prof. 

 

Olga Gold 

Docteur en philosophie, Assoc., Odessa 

 

Mykhailo Murashkin 

Ph.D., prof. Dnipro, Académie du ministère de l'Intérieur, chef de l'UAR de l'oblast de 

Dnipro 

 

Evgeny Kononenko 

Département d'études religieuses, Institut de philosophie de l'Académie nationale des 

sciences d'Ukraine 

 

Oksana Vynnychenko 

Docteur en philosophie, États-Unis 

 

Serhiy Prysukhin 

Docteur en philosophie, prof. KPBA (Académie théologique orthodoxe de Kyiv) 

 

Hanna Tregub 

Docteur en philosophie, journaliste 

 

Ageev Viatcheslav 

Co-fondateur de l'Atelier pour l'étude académique de la religion (WASR) 

 

Alla Kiridon 

Docteur en sciences, professeur, directeur de la VUE (la Grande Encyclopédie 

Ukrainienne, institution d'État) 

 

Taras Bednarchyk 

Ph.D., professeur agrégé, Université médicale de Vinnytsia 

 

Ruslana Martych  

Docteur en philosophie, professeur associé, KU Grinchenko (Université Borys Hrinchenko 

de Kyiv) 

 

Oleksandr Horban 

Ph.D., prof. KU Grinchenko (Université Borys Hrinchenko de Kyiv) 

 

Maria Bardyn  

Docteur en sciences philosophiques, Département de religion, Région de Kyiv. 
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Volodymyr Verbytsky 

Docteur en philosophie, KNU (Université nationale de Kyiv) 

 

Alyona Leshchenko 

Docteur en philosophie, prof. Université de Kherson 

 

Georges Pankov 

Docteur en philosophie, professeur, Université nationale de Kharkiv 

 

Victoria Lyubashchenko 

Prof. UKU (Université catholique ukrainienne) 

 

Dmytro Gorevoy 

Directeur de l'ONG « Centre pour la Sécurité Religieuse ». Chef de projets et de 

programmes de l'Institut de la religion et de la société de l'Université catholique 

ukrainienne. 

 

Yaroslav Yuvsechko 

Docteur en philosophie, professeur agrégé, Université Khmelnytskyi 

 

Serhiy Geraskov 

Docteur en philosophie, Kyiv 

 

Ivan Mozgovyi 

Docteur en philosophie, professeur, Soumy 

 

Yuri Vilkhovy 

Docteur en Histoire, Professeur associé, Université pédagogique de Poltava 

 

Olga Dobrodum 

Docteur en Philosophie, professeur à l'Université des Bioressources 

 

Saïd Ismagilov 

Docteur en philosophie, ancien mufti du Conseil "UMMA" 

 

Yuri Kovalenko 

Docteur en Philosophie, Recteur de l'Université Orthodoxe Ouverte 

 

Romain Nazarenko 

Ph.D., UKU (Université catholique ukrainienne) 

 

Oleg Sokolovsky 

Docteur en philosophie, prof., Université d'État de Zhytomyr Ivan Franko 

 

Oleg Yarosh 

Ph.D., NASU, Kyiv 

 

Maxim Doychik  

Docteur en philosophie, chef du département de philosophie de l'Université nationale des 

Carpates (Ivano-Frankivsk) 

 

Yuriy Boreyko 

Docteur en philosophie, chef de département, Université d'Europe de l'Est du nom de L. 

Ukrainki (Lutsk) 

 

Olga Borisova 
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Docteur en histoire, professeur, Institut de la culture de Kharkiv 

 

Alexander Lakhno 

Docteur en histoire des sciences, vice-recteur de l'Université pédagogique de Poltava 

 

Larisa Vladytchenko 

Dr. Ph.D., prof., chef de département Secrétariat du Cabinet des ministres 

 

Serhiy Shumylo 

Docteur en histoire, directeur de l'Institut du patrimoine Athos 

 

Vadim Sliusar 

Docteur en politique. Professeur, Jytomyr 

 

Vasyl Popovych 

Docteur en philosophie, professeur, Zaporizhzhia 

 

Mykola Kozlovets 

Docteur en philosophie, prof., Zhytomyr 

 

Nadiya Volik 

Docteur en histoire, professeur associé, Université pédagogique nationale Ternopil 

Volodymyr Hnatiuk 

 

Yulia Shabanova 

Docteur en philosophie, professeur, chef du département de philosophie et de pédagogie 

de l'Université nationale des mines "Dniprov Polytechnic" 

 

Pavlo Yamtchouk 

Docteur en philosophie, professeur, Université nationale d'Uman, Université d'horticulture 

 

Maxime Vasin 

Directeur exécutif de l'IRS (Institut de la liberté religieuse) 

 

Nadia Rousko 

Docteur en philosophie, professeur associé au Département des sciences sociales, 

Université technique nationale du pétrole et du gaz d'Ivano-Frankivsk 

 

Andriy Tyshchenko 

Docteur en philosophie, Kharkiv 

 

Volodymyr Popov 

Docteur en philosophie, professeur, Université de Donetsk, Vinnytsia 

 

Lyudmila Babenko 

Docteur en histoire, Prof. Université pédagogique Poltava 

 

Oleksandra Kovalenko 

Kyiv, Université orthodoxe ouverte 

 

Natalya Pavlyk 

Institut d’éducation pédagogique de la NASU 

 

Ruslan Khalikov 

Docteur en études religieuses, membre de l'UAR (Association ukrainienne d'études 

religieuses), WASR (Atelier pour l'étude académique des religions), éditeur. 
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Vitalii Shchepanskyi 

Docteur en études religieuses, membre de la WASR. 

 

Anton Leshchynskyi 

MA en études religieuses, membre de WASR. 

 

Ihor Kolesnyk 

PhD, professeur adjoint, Université nationale Ivan Franko de Lviv 

 

Uliana Sevastianiv 

Doctorat en études religieuses, membre de WASR, chargé de cours à l'Université 

nationale de médecine vétérinaire et de biotechnologie Stepan Gzhytskyi de Lviv 

 

Oleg Kyselov 

Docteur en études religieuses, membre du WASR et de l’UAR, chercheur principal, 

Institut de philosophie Skovoroda, NASU. 

 

Olena Mishalova 

Docteur en philosophie sociale et philosophie de l'histoire, membre de WASR, professeur 

associé, Université pédagogique d'État de Kryvyi Rih. 

 

Olha Moukha 

Docteur en philosophie, membre de WASR, chef du département éducatif et 

informationnel du Memorial Museum "Territory of Terror" 

 

 

An Orthodox Church secedes from Moscow Patriarchate 

Ancient Orthodox Church of Ukraine legally withdraws from its subordination to 

Moscow 

 

RISU (02.11.2022) - https://bit.ly/3tCczpH - The Ancient Orthodox Church of Ukraine 

(AOCU) has restored its historical name and legally registered an independent religious 

center. The name in English is the Ancient Orthodox Church of Ukraine. 

 

This is stated on the official website of the State Service for Ethnic Policy and Freedom of 

Conscience (DESS). 

 

The report says that the AOCU went through numerous bans from the Moscow/Russian 

and later Soviet authorities. However, the experience of this religious community has 

once again shown that no prohibitions will destroy sincere faith. Since 1988, the 

community has been able to resume its activities in the legal field, however, only as a 

component of the Russian (Russ) Orthodox Old Believer Church. At the same time, the 

spiritual center of the Ancient Orthodox Church is located in Ukraine, in the village of Bila 

Krynytsa, Chernivtsi region. 

The Archdiocese of Bila Krynytsia of the Ancient Orthodox Christians has in its canonical 

subordination parishes in Romania, the USA, Canada, Italy, Australia, Germany, Georgia, 

Latvia and other European countries. 

https://bit.ly/3tCczpH
http://dess.gov.ua/ancient-orthodox-church-of-ukraine-2-november-2022/?fbclid=IwAR3rm9SlfqAWt4a2R59pPa_oGk7NmAN2VA2M7a-vQvJI2Bsozsq-usOTDmM
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Believers of the Ancient Orthodox Church of Ukraine are ancient Orthodox Christians. The 

term "Old Believers" was not a self-name - it was given externally. Believers of Ukraine 

return to their own name ‒ Ancient Orthodox Christians. The term "Old Believers" is also 

acceptable. 

Thus, the Ancient Orthodox Church of Ukraine (AOCU) restored its historical name and 

legally formalized an important step towards autocephaly ‒ the withdrawal from the 

subordination of the Moscow Metropolia to the Russian (Russ) Orthodox Old Believer 

Church. Accordingly, the Ancient Orthodox Church of Ukraine (the name before the 

change – Administration of the Diocese of Kyiv and All Ukraine of the Russian Orthodox 

Old Believer Church) is not a component and is not subordinate to the Russian Orthodox 

Old Believer Church. 

The new charter of the Ancient Orthodox Church of Ukraine is an important step on its 

path to recognized autocephaly, proclaimed this spring. We bring to your attention the 

request by the clergy of the Archdiocese of the Russian Orthodox Old Believer Church of 

Kyiv and All Ukraine dated April 3, 2022. This is an important historical document on the 

path to the search for freedom, truth and Christian love. It is clear evidence of the 

courage to abandon imposed identities and overcome several hundred years of violence 

in the spiritual sector. 

From this morning (November 2, 2022) in the Unified State Register of Legal Entities, 

Individual Entrepreneurs and Public Formations (USR) – the Ancient Orthodox Church of 

Ukraine. 

"From the spring intention to its autumn realization, the path was not easy, and we are 

sincerely glad that it has been passed. Now, this religious community has new 

opportunities and new challenges. They had the courage to reject what was imposed 

from the outside and choose one's own path. This path might be difficult, but such is the 

way of those who value freedom!" Olena Bohdan, the Chairman of DESS, commented on 

the event. 

Photo: risu.ua 

 

 

 

Controversy about the bill on property transfer of Kyiv-
Pechersk & Pochaiv Lavras  

By Willy Fautré, director of Human Rights Without Frontiers 

HRWF (12.09.2022) - On 8 September 2022, a draft resolution proposing the transfer of 

the Pochaiv Dormition Lavra and the Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra from the Ukrainian Orthodox 

Church/ Moscow Patriarchate (UOC) to the Orthodox Church of Ukraine (OCU) was 

registered. 

People's deputy from the “Servant of the People” faction Andriy 

Bohdanets registered draft resolution No. 8012 on the appeal of the Verkhovna Rada of 

Ukraine to the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine. 

If the bill is adopted, the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine must inform the Verkhovna Rada 

of Ukraine about the implementation of this resolution within three months. 

https://ukrainetrek.com/blog/culture/kiev-pechersk-lavra-monastery-with-thousand-year-history/
https://itd.rada.gov.ua/billInfo/Bills/Card/40437
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The Legal Department of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church/ Moscow Patriarchate stated 

that the OCU has no right to claim the Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra. It argued that the Kyiv-

Pechersk Lavra is under the legal ownership of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church/ Moscow 

Patriarchate and since 1988, their monks have restored the ancient Ukrainian traditions 

of the Lavra life and also a large number of churches and cells.  

The Pochaiv Dormition Lavra and the Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra 

Orthodox Christianity was introduced in the current territory of Ukraine by Vladimir the 

Great or Volodymyr the Great, Prince of Novgorod, Grand Prince of Kyiv and ruler of 

Kyivan Rus from 980 to 1015. Originally a follower of Slavic paganism, he converted 

to Christianity in 988 and christianized his people. He is thus also known as Saint 

Vladimir. 

The Holy Dormition Kiev-Caves (“Kiev-Pechersk”) Lavra is the first and the most ancient 

monastery on the territory of contemporary Ukraine. The monastery was founded in 

1051 while the existence of Moscow was only first documented in 1147. Today, it is the 

center of Orthodoxy, one of the most important monasteries of the Christian world. 

Since its foundation as the cave monastery in 1051, the Lavra has been a preeminent 

center of Eastern Orthodox Christianity in Eastern Europe. Together with the Saint 

Sophia Cathedral, it is inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The monastery 

complex is considered a separate national historic-cultural preserve (sanctuary), the 

national status to which was granted on 13 March 1996.  

Currently, the jurisdiction over the site is divided between the state museum, National 

Kyiv-Pechersk Historic-Cultural Preserve, and the Ukrainian Orthodox Church (Moscow 

Patriarchate) as the site of the chief monastery of that Church and the residence of its 

leader, Onufrius, Metropolitan of Kyiv and All Ukraine. 

According to the Primary Chronicle, in the early 11th century, Anthony, a 

Christian monk from Esphigmenon monastery on Mount Athos, originally from Liubech of 

the Principality of Chernigov (in the current territory of northern Ukraine), returned to 

Kyivan Rus and settled in the city of Kyiv as a missionary of monastic tradition. He chose 

a cave at the Berestov Mount that overlooked the Dnieper River and a community of 

disciples soon grew. Prince Iziaslav I of Kyiv (1024 – 1078) ceded the whole mount to 

the Anthonite monks who founded a monastery built by architects from Constantinople. 

 

(*)1147 - 2022: This weekend (10-11 September), Moscow celebrated the 875th 

anniversary of its foundation. This confirms that Russia does not deny Moscow did not 

exist before the baptism of the people of Kyivan Rus. 

 

Photo : The Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine. Photo: kurs.com.ua 

 

Independence Day celebrated by religious leaders in St 
Sophia’s Cathedral in Kyiv 

 

HRWF (29.08.2022) - On Ukraine’s Independence Day celebrated on 24 August, 

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and his wife Olena took part in the solemn event "Prayer 

for Ukraine", which took place in St. Sophia’s Cathedral in Kyiv. 
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The chamber choir performed "Our Father". After that, heads of churches and religious 

organizations prayed for Ukraine and delivered speeches. They wished peace to come as 

soon as possible, as well as strength to the Ukrainian people to endure in times of 

ordeals. 

 

After the speeches, the choir performed the spiritual hymn "God, the great one! Save 

Ukraine for us". 

 

The Head of State congratulated heads of churches and religious organizations and 

thanked them for the spiritual support of the Ukrainian people. 

 

The Primate of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church/ Moscow Patriarchate, Metropolitan 

Onuphry, accompanied by Metropolitan Anthony, the UOC Chancellor, Metropolitan of 

Boryspil and Brovary, took part in the solemn event. His press department issued a 

specific press release about his participation as a sign of autonomy from the Russian 

Orthodox Church and about his congratulations on the 31st anniversary of Ukraine's 

independence. 

 

Patriarch Kirill of the Russian Orthodox Church who supports Russia’s war on Ukraine did 

not make any public comment about the dissenting position of Metropolitan Onufry and, 

as expected, did not spare a single thought for the Ukrainian Orthodox victims of the 

war. At the end of July, he had described “all Orthodox Ukrainians as children of Russian 

Orthodox Church”, a sort of forced spiritual adoption ignoring the free will of millions of 

Ukrainian Orthodox rejecting his authority and his grip on them. In the same press 

release of Interfax, he was quoted as saying:  
 

"Everything that concerns Donbass, the Lugansk Region, the Kharkov Region - 

those places where people are suffering today - is very disturbing and hurts my 

heart, because all the Orthodox people who live there are children of the Moscow 

Patriarchate," the patriarch said at a meeting with children who had come to Moscow 

from Donbass and Ukraine. (Emphasis added by HRWF). 

 

After all speeches celebrating Ukraine’s Independence Day, the choir sang the spiritual 

anthem "God, the Great One, Save Ukraine for Us!” 

 

The Head of State thanked the heads of the various religious denominations and 

organizations for their spiritual support. 

Photo : newschurch.ua 

 

400 Baptist churches lost in Russia’s war  

 

Ukrainian Baptists rebuild leadership as war closed hundreds of churches. The 

Baptist Theological Seminary cooperates with care centers to serve the 

community and  “bring hope to the hopeless”. 

Evangelical Focus (17.08.2022) - https://bit.ly/3Q0Dgg9 - According 

to Ukrainian Baptist Theological Seminary (UBTS) President and pastor of 

Journey church in Lviv, Yaroslav Pyzh, “since the war started, six months 

already, we lost about 400 Baptist churches”. 

https://news.church.ua/2022/08/24/blazhennishij-mitropolit-onufrij-vzyav-uchast-u-derzhavnix-urochistostyax-iz-nagodi-31-ji-richnici-dnya-nezalezhnosti/
http://www.interfax-religion.com/?act=news&div=16647
http://www.interfax-religion.com/?act=news&div=16647
https://bit.ly/3Q0Dgg9
https://evangelicalfocus.com/tag/Ukraine
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The Baptist volunteers help internally displaced people to prepare their houses 

for the winter by renewing roofs, windows and doors. 

However, “the real challenge is similar to Nehemiah’s challenge. It’s not only 

rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem. It’s rebuilding the nation of Israel, of worshiping God. 

… That’s the same thing here in Ukraine”, Pyzh told Baptist Press. 

Rebulding leadership 

 

The All-Ukrainian Union of Churches of Evangelical Christian Baptists has reported 

that dozens of pastors of the around 2300 Baptist congregations in Ukraine 

were forced to leave many areas destroyd by the war. 

That is why, “our main challenge in the future, when the war will be over, is to bridge 

the gap in leadership that we lost. Sadly, the longer the war goes, the more the gap 

is going to be”, pointed out Pyzh to Baptist Press. 

“The real build is the rebuilding of leadership capacity, because if you rebuild 

buildings and you have no pastors to lead churches, I don’t think it’s going to do any 

good”, he added. 

We Care centers 

 

The data from the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees show that a third of 

Ukrainians have been displaced, but many pastors and around 150 UBTS 

graduates and students have stayed to help those in need. 

Pyzh believes that “the biggest thing the community has in these moments of being 

bombed is fear and hopelessness” , so that “the only ones who can relieve and bring 

hope to the hopeless are pastors, churches and Christians”. 

In order to be more effective, the UBTS is not directly dealing with humanitarian 

relief, as they did in the initial months of the war, but supporting the work of six We 

Care centers across the country. 

“The basic idea of the We Care centers is to provide a platform for churches 

to cooperate with each other to serve the community. It’s not only responding to 

the needs of the war, but actually creating something that can stay within the community 

for a long time”, explained Pyzh. 

The centers emerged from local church ministries established in concert with local 

governments, which have provided the buildings where they are now housed for free. 

The Seminary is also using part of the Southern Baptist donations they receive to support 

the centers, “but overall, donations are dropping down big time, not like we had two 

or three months ago. People are just tired of the war”, said Pyzh. 

Free education during the war 

 

UBTS is providing education free of charge to students during the war, and 

expects to work with twice the number of care centres by the end of the year. 

It has suspended tuition fees because of an almost 30 % Ukrainian inflation rate and 

is focusing on raising funds to support its educational programs and scolarships. 

https://evangelicalfocus.com/tag/Baptists
https://evangelicalfocus.com/europe/16274/there-is-destruction-but-christ-is-building-something-new
https://evangelicalfocus.com/window-on-europe/16936/a-higher-plan
https://evangelicalfocus.com/europe/15997/its-hard-to-spend-your-life-keeping-all-and-end-up-leaving-with-a-suitcase
https://evangelicalfocus.com/europe/15916/war-in-ukraine-how-to-help-and-what-mistakes-to-avoid
https://evangelicalfocus.com/multimedia/video/17485/Church_in_Bucha_feeds_Ukrainians_in_crisis
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Furthermore, thy are training volunteers to be counselors for internally displaced 

residents and those who have remained. 

Prayer and hope 

 

The President of the Seminary called on Christians to “pray for a miracle of peace and 

victory, pray specifically for the rebuilding of church leadership, and that 

people continue giving to humanitarian relief efforts in Ukraine”. 

“The same God that was faithful in the past will be faithful in the future. So in the midst 

of all the struggle that we are going through right now, we are looking forward with 

great hope, knowing that God is with us”, concluded Pyzh. 

Evangelical help 

 

Many times, it is not easy for Christians to help those in need in Ukraine. 

Recently, 10 volunters of Orphan’s Promise ministry were released after being beaten by 

the Russian military in the city of Berdyansk. 

Despite the difficulties, Mariana Laskava, an Ukrainian missionary who works in the Word 

of Life Bible institute based near Kyiv, stresssed that “God is glorified even in the 

midst of Ukraine’s darkest hours”. 

Evangelical churches, ministries and individuals are also helping Ukrainian refugees in 

bording countries sucha as Poland or Romania, as well as in the rest of Europe. 

 

 

Photo : Lviv, Ukraine. / Photo: Євгенія Височина, Unsplash, CC0 

 

 

Gap widening between the Moscow Patriarchate and the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church 

HRWF (22.08.2022) – The Ukrainian authorities have allowed Metropolitan Onufry, the 

head of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church/ Moscow Patriarchate, to meet Russian prisoners 

of war. He gave them a message to share with their families when they are back home: 

“Tell them we do not want the war being waged in Ukraine today. It must be stopped, 

and it can be stopped. We do not want mothers in Ukraine or Russia to meet their dead 

sons.” 

 

This is however not the message of Patriarch Kirill of the Russian Orthodox Church who 

prioritizes his condolences in connection with the loss of lives in the road accident in the 

Turkish Gaziantep and the explosion of a shopping center in Yerevan”, choosing to ignore 

the innumerable Orthodox Ukrainian victims of the Russian shelling in the last six months 

and to keep silent about President Putin’s war of aggression. Instead, he claims that “all 

Orthodox Ukrainians are children of the Russian Orthodox Church.” 

 

 
His Beatitude Onuphry addresses Russian prisoners of war 

By Yaroslav Nivkin 

 

https://evangelicalfocus.com/multimedia/video/17580/Keep_praying_for_Ukraine
https://evangelicalfocus.com/europe/18043/christian-aid-workers-released-in-ukraine-after-being-beaten
https://evangelicalfocus.com/europe/17857/god-is-glorified-even-in-the-midst-of-ukraine-darkest-hours
https://evangelicalfocus.com/features/17899/they-are-so-sad-because-they-have-no-friends
https://evangelicalfocus.com/europe/17741/ban-on-russian-music-in-ukraine-makes-christian-radio-ministry-harder
https://evangelicalfocus.com/features/17092/christian-ukraine-collaboration-a-report
https://mospat.ru/ru/news/89543/
https://mospat.ru/ru/news/89533/
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Union of Orthodox Journalists (20.08.2022) - https://bit.ly/3K97lJm - The UOC Primate 

received Russian prisoners of war in the Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra and urged them to tell their 

families that the war must be stopped and peace established. 

On August 18, 2022, His Beatitude Metropolitan Onuphry received a group of 

Russian prisoners of war at the Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra, who were brought by the initiative 

and assistance of journalist and blogger Vladimir Zolkin. The video of the meeting was 

published on Zolkin's YouTube channel. 

His Beatitude Onuphry led a prayer service in one of the Lavra churches, after which he 

addressed the RF prisoners. 

"I wish the Lord will return you to your homeland, families so that you can see mothers, 

sisters, wives, children, brothers, friends. I would like you to tell them the following 

words: we do not want the war being waged in Ukraine today. We do not want our cities 

and villages to be destroyed, our people and your people to perish. We do not want 

mothers in Ukraine or Russia to meet their dead sons and cry bitter, inconsolable tears 

over them. It must be stopped, and it can be stopped," said His Beatitude Metropolitan 

Onuphry. 

His Beatitude said it is possible to stop the war, but not by the force of arms, not by the 

force of human truth, but by the force of divine love. 

"We need to find a word of love that could silence the guns and stop the rockets. We 

want peace," the Metropolitan said. “Our Ukrainian Orthodox Church did everything to 

ensure that the Russian and Ukrainian peoples lived in peace, harmony and love. It 

turned out the way it did. But even if evil happened, it must be stopped. May the Lord 

give our rulers the courage, reason, and wisdom to find the word of love that stops all 

evil. I want to wish that God protects you and all people who are on the battlefield. War 

is not the means by which unity between peoples and families can be achieved. Violence 

cannot create unity, unity is created through love, which is God. The one who prays and 

fulfills divine commandments is a man of God. May God bless our lands with peace." 

"I don't know if you understand it or not, but it shouldn't be like that (participation in the 

war – Ed.). You can't kill each other. Death brings no benefit to anyone, but only grief to 

every home. It is a shame that peoples who came out of a single baptismal font should 

fight each other. And we must do everything to stop this insanity," His Beatitude 

concluded. 

All Orthodox Ukrainians as children of Russian Orthodox Church Patriarch Kirill 

says 

 

Interfax (28.07.2022) - http://www.interfax-religion.com/?act=news&div=16647 - 

Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and All Russia has dismissed reproaches that the Russian 

Orthodox Church exists only for Russians and noted that all Orthodox Ukrainians, 

including those who have gone into schism, are children of the Russian Orthodox Church. 

 

"Everything that concerns Donbass, the Lugansk Region, the Kharkov Region - those 

places where people are suffering today - is very disturbing and hurts my heart, because 

all the Orthodox people who live there are children of the Moscow Patriarchate," the 

patriarch said at a meeting with children who had come to Moscow from Donbass and 

Ukraine on Thursday. 

 "Some acknowledge this, gladly confess and participate in the life of our Church, some 

have gone down the path of illegal schismatic separation from our Church, but God is the 

https://bit.ly/3K97lJm
https://spzh.news/en/tag/blazhennejshij-mitropolit-onufrij-65
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ENa7SF01mLo
http://www.interfax-religion.com/?act=news&div=16647
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judge of everyone, and for the patriarch, all Orthodox people in Ukraine are his children, 

those close to his heart," he said. 

 

Photo : Metropolitan Onuphry urged the Russians to stop the war. Photo: screenshot of 

V. Zolkin's YouTube channel 

 

Clergy say Russian occupiers target them with threats 
and violence 

Priests say they face assaults if they refuse Russian demands to collaborate and 

influence the local population 

 

Wall Street Journal (16.08.2022) - https://on.wsj.com/3A1jpru - The Russian soldiers 

who showed up at Rev. Sergey Chudinovich’s church put a bag over his head, took him 

to the police station, then made him an offer. 

Let us distribute aid at your church, they said, which is located in Russian-occupied 

Kherson in the south of Ukraine. Or make a video telling residents to accept Russian aid. 

Fr. Chudinovich refused. The Russians tied him up, tossed him in the basement and 

tortured him for the next two days, he said. 

In Russian-occupied parts of Ukraine, clergy members are targets. 

Dozens of priests from the Orthodox Church of Ukraine, the country’s largest 

denomination, have been kidnapped or killed since the invasion began, according to 

church officials. Still more pastors from other denominations have been chased from their 

pulpits and imprisoned. Some have had their church property seized. One priest trying to 

leave occupied territory was asked whether he knew several other clergy members in the 

region.  

The Russians have accused detained clergy of organizing protests, working as U.S. 

agents or aiding the Ukrainian military. But as Moscow worked to consolidate its hold on 

occupied territory, priests say it was their influence within the local population that made 

them targets for Russians to try to turn to their side—or eliminate. 

 

“They’ve tried to find those who have power and authority among the local people—who 

are able to be leaders of resistance,” said Archbishop Evstratiy of Chernihiv, a spokesman 

for the Orthodox Church of Ukraine. “Clergy of the Ukrainian church, unfortunately, are 

in the first row.” 

Russia has made religion a central pillar of its war effort. Patriarch Kirill, leader of the 

Russian Orthodox Church, has called the war a metaphysical conflict between the faithful 

of God and a decadent West. Both he and Russian President Vladimir Putin have 

assailed the establishment of the autonomous Orthodox Church of Ukraine in 2019 as a 

devious Western scheme to divide the two countries. The new church quickly overtook 

the local arm of the Russian Orthodox Church as the most popular. 

 

Archbishop Evstratiy said the hunt for Ukrainian Orthodox priests began in the first days 

of the war. 

https://on.wsj.com/3A1jpru
https://www.wsj.com/articles/ukraine-seeks-to-squeeze-russian-troops-as-it-girds-for-battle-for-kherson-11660210201?mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/articles/ukraine-seeks-to-squeeze-russian-troops-as-it-girds-for-battle-for-kherson-11660210201?mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/articles/russias-occupation-of-southern-ukraine-hardens-with-rubles-russian-schools-and-lenin-statues-11651403176?mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/articles/russias-occupation-of-southern-ukraine-hardens-with-rubles-russian-schools-and-lenin-statues-11651403176?mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/articles/putin-orthodox-church-ally-kirill-russian-support-for-war-11653495434?mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/topics/person/vladimir-putin
https://www.wsj.com/articles/new-ukrainian-church-officially-recognized-gains-independence-from-russia-11546796851?mod=article_inline
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In the Kyiv suburb of Bucha, he said, neighbors of one priest said Russians showed up at 

his house asking for him the same day they arrived in town. The priest had already fled, 

Archbishop Evstratiy said, but another priest in the town was killed at a checkpoint. 

 

In Ivankiv, north of Kyiv, a priest wearing his cassock was pulled out of his car and shot 

at a checkpoint where his body lay for several days, Ukrainian Orthodox officials said. 

In Bohdanivka, a village east of the capital, Russian troops put bullet holes through a 

cross along the main road, and broke another cross inside Rev. Antoniy Pyasetskiy’s 

Orthodox church. Fr. Pyasetskiy, who fought in the Soviet army in Afghanistan, said he 

and another priest were detained while checking on a local resident. The soldiers told 

them to strip and searched them for tattoos in the street, beat them and forced them to 

walk two hours to a Russian base. 

When allowed to leave later that day, Fr. Pyasetskiy said he had several teeth missing. 

The other priest, who had been beaten so severely that Fr. Pyasetskiy said his face was 

unrecognizable, had to walk home naked. 

“They kept saying, ‘Where is your God? Why isn’t he helping you,’” Fr. Pyasetskiy said of 

the soldiers. “It was just a show of disrespect to damage the cross.” 

Ukrainian clergy from other denominations have also run afoul of Russian forces—

particularly in the south, which has now been occupied for five months. Many of their 

encounters with the Russians began with an alleged transgression and ended with 

demands to collaborate. 

 

Viktor Sergeev, the pastor of a Pentecostal Baptist church in Melitopol, said dozens of 

soldiers woke him around 5 a.m. one day in early March and pulled him, his adult sons 

and some neighbors from their homes. 

The soldiers battered their way into the church where they interrogated them and 

smashed the windows. They asked whether the men had helped organize anti-Russian 

protests and where they got money for the church—a large building with a recording 

studio and a gymnasium—and insisted they must be getting funding from foreigners. 

“The Russians said, ‘You’re an American sect. You train partisans here. Sects like yours 

are illegal in Russia,’” Mr. Sergeev said. 

Mr. Sergeev told them he had only held prayer vigils for peace at his church, but they 

had more demands. They asked him to make a video in front of the church chanting 

“Russia, Russia,” plus another video criticizing the Ukrainian government. They also 

asked for a list of businessmen who came to the church. Mr. Sergeev said he would. 

“The Russians realize we can influence people—that we’re opinion leaders in the city,” 

said Mr. Sergeev, whose church had 1,500 members before the war. “They were looking 

for us to collaborate.” 

Two days later, the mayor of Melitopol, a southern port city in the Zaporizhzhia region, 

was detained by Russians. The Sergeev family fled to Ukrainian-held territory the next 

day, without recording a video. 

 

In late July, a group of Russians showed up at the church and told the people there that 

it was illegal and that the building was being seized, Mr. Sergeev said. 

In the first month of the war, Fr. Chudinovich turned his Kherson church into a local aid 

center, where he and his members offered haircuts, medicine and food. A sign on the 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/russian-invasion-war-crimes-horrors-of-ukraines-bucha-laid-bare-on-yablunska-street-11649365202?mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/articles/ukraine-braces-for-brutal-fight-for-occupied-southern-regions-as-referendum-looms-11659519001?mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/articles/in-ukraines-south-russian-occupiers-tighten-the-screws-11650301398?mod=article_inline
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wall advertised two-tiered coffee prices: 1,000 hryvnia, equivalent to about $27, if you 

ordered in Russian, no charge if you spoke Ukrainian. A photo of the sign wound up on 

social media in late March. The Russians showed up at the church the next morning. 

After Fr. Chudinovich declined to let them distribute aid at his church, he said, they found 

some numbers of Ukrainian soldiers and policemen in his phone. They blindfolded him, 

he said, and took him to the basement. 

Over the next two days, Fr. Chudinovich said, the Russians grilled him about his 

acquaintances. They left him in the cold without shoes, beat him in the knees and chest 

with a police baton, choked him until he passed out, and taunted him, saying: “Your God 

doesn’t exist.” At one point, he said, they tried to rape him with a stick. 

On March 30, they released him after forcing him to make two videos, in which he said 

he was treated well by the Russians, and he pledged to make another one once home 

and post it on social media. 

He did so, then fled to Ukrainian territory, where his family had been since the start of 

the war. A few weeks later, he posted another video to Facebook, detailing what had 

really happened to him in Russian captivity. 

Fr. Chudinovich said he has tried to continue his work sending humanitarian aid to 

Kherson. But the videos have shaken associates’ trust in him—a common reaction after 

locals in the south are picked up by Russians. He now struggles to raise money for his 

church and his family. 

“I have no job. I had partners in Mykolaiv who I used to work with to get medicine. After 

the interrogation, 80% of them stopped working with me,” he said. “I understand. Once 

someone is picked up, who knows what they will say.” 

Photo 1: Fr. Chudinovich shows a video he said was taken when he buried Ukrainian 

soldiers killed in Kherson in the early days of Russia’s invasion. 

 

Photo 2: Fr. Chudinovich said the videos he was forced to make shook his associates’ 

trust in him, and he now struggles to raise money. 

 

 

The Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC) and the war 

 

The UOC in communion with the Moscow Patriarchate is also a victim of Russia’s 

aggression of Ukraine 
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St. Nicholas’s Church in Borovskoye village. Photo: Telegram channel of the 

Severodonetsk Eparchy Churches and chapels are destroyed due to military actions. 

 

Bishop Victor of Baryshivka of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC) condemns 

Russia’s war on Ukraine  

Union of Orthodox Journalists (13.07.2022) - https://bit.ly/3z5kkb1 - In an interview 

with the Greek-language resource news-politics.com, Bishop Victor of 

Baryshivka said that due to the invasion of Russian troops, Ukraine will never be the 

same again. 

"Thousands of our fellow citizens died defending their homeland, the infrastructure is 

destroyed, and the economy is in a disastrous state. We have been put on the brink of 

survival, and the likelihood of a humanitarian catastrophe is quite high. But even if one 

does not take into account all these terrible factors, but only considers the fact that 

almost five thousand civilians of Ukraine, including nearly three hundred children, died 

during the five months of warfare, it becomes obvious this war cannot be called 

otherwise than insanity, and there is no reason to justify it," said the bishop. 

Severodonetsk Eparchy publishes photos of destroyed UOC temples  

Union of Orthodox Journalists (13.07.2022) -  https://bit.ly/3PujeL8 - On July 12, 2022, 

the press service of the Severodonetsk Eparchy posted photos of destroyed UOC 

churches and chapels on its Telegram channel. 

Many churches of the eparchy have been completely or partially destroyed because of 

shelling and fires caused by them. Among those affected are  

St. Nicholas's Church in Borovskoye;  

St. Nicholas’s Chapel and the Chapel of St. Seraphim of Sarov at the entrance to 

Severodonetsk;  

the Church “Tenderness” Icon of the Mother of God in Severodonetsk;  

the Chapel of St. John the Warrior Martyr in Severodonetsk, which is under construction;  

the Church of the Holy Cross in Lesnaya Dacha;  

the Church St. Tabitha of Joppa in Voronovo settlement;  

https://bit.ly/3z5kkb1
https://www.news-politics.com/ukrainian-episcop-victor-ukraine-will-not-be-the-same-as-before/
https://spzh.news/en/tag/jepiskop-viktor-kocaba-70
https://spzh.news/en/tag/jepiskop-viktor-kocaba-70
https://bit.ly/3PujeL8
https://t.me/sed_eparhia/6636
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the Church of St. Varlaam of Khutyn in Severodonetsk;  

the Church of the "Joy of All Who Sorrow" Icon of the Mother of God in Severodonetsk;  

the Chapel of the Apostle Andrew the First-Called;  

the Chapel of the "Life-bearing Spring" Icon of the Mother of God on the territory of the 

Church of the Pochaev Icon of the Mother of God in Rubezhnoye town. 

 

As reported, more than 40 churches in the Severodonetsk Eparchies have been damaged 

or destroyed. See pictures here. 

 

The Russian Orthodox Church annexes dioceses of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in occupied territories 

By Willy Fautré, Human Rights Without Frontiers 

HRWF (10.06.2022) - The Dzhankoy, Simferopol and Feodosia dioceses of the Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church (UOC) of the Moscow Patriarchate have been annexed by the Russian 

Orthodox Church (ROC). 

This decision was made on June 7 at the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church, 

allegedly "out of the need to maintain an effective canonical and administrative 

connection with the central church authorities." 

It should be noted that after the occupation of Crimea in 2014, the dioceses of the UOC 

remained in formal subordination to the Orthodox Church of Ukraine (OCU)/ 

Constantinople Patriarchate which had been banned on the peninsula. 

Now, by the decision of the Synod of the ROC in Moscow, the Crimean Metropolitanate 

has been formed on the territory of the peninsula, headed by Metropolitan Lazarus of 

Simferopol and Crimea. 

Why the annexation of UOC dioceses in Crimea, Donetsk and Gorlovka? 

 

In April, over 400 priests of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church/ Moscow Patriarchate (UOC) 

signed a petition condemning the role of Patriarch Kirill in the war. A number of clerics 

stopped mentioning the Moscow Patriarchate in their church services.  

 

On this occasion, Fr Andrei Pinchuk, Archpriest of the Dnipropetrovsk Diocese of the UOC 

(some 240 miles southeast of Kyiv), who launched this initiative, gave an interview which 

is worth watching. 

On 27 May, the Council of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC) brought amendments to 

its charter, confirming and reinforcing its existing independence from Moscow because of 

"disagreement with the position of Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and All Russia about the war 

in Ukraine."  

However, several dioceses in occupied territories of Ukraine - the Donetsk, Gorlovka and 

Crimean dioceses - did not support the amendments to the charter. The ROC 

immediately jumped on this opportunity to unilaterally annex these dioceses without the 

approval of the UOC. The clerics in occupied Crimea who had hereby prioritized their 

faithfulness to the Moscow Patriarchate rather than to the Ukrainian Orthodox Church will 

certainly be kept in place by Patriarch Kirill. 

 

https://spzh.news/en/news/89499-v-severodoneckoj-jeparkhii-opublikovali-foto-razrushennyh-khramov-upc
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=5012948892114452&id=100001981718431&comment_id=5012995842109757&reply_comment_id=5013656178710390&notif_id=1649625073166925&notif_t=comment_mention&ref=notif
https://risu.ua/en/international-ecclesiastical-tribunal-for-cyril---almost-200-priests-of-the-uoc-mp-demand_n128244
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yo-fxseQxSU
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In recent months, a number of local authorities in many regions of Ukraine have banned 

the activities of the UOC and re-registered their communities in the OCU (Orthodox 

Church of Ukraine/ Constantinople Patriarchate), sometimes on their request, sometimes 

on the priest’s sole request without the approval of the parishioners, sometimes under 

pressure of the local parishioners and against the priest’s will. 

Due to all these fractures inside the UOC, Moscow Patriarchate perceives the UOC as less 

and less solid and reliable. 

In more and more Ukrainian territories occupied by Russia, we may see more annexation 

cases of UOC churches by Moscow Patriarchate, and their (Ukrainian) priests be replaced 

by Russian ones if they signed the protest petition in April. 

 

 

 

 

Historic wooden Orthodox church burns down in Donetsk 
monastic complex 

HRWF: See here the mapping of places of worship of all faiths destroyed by the 

war as of mid-April 

 

EURONEWS with AP & Reuters (05.06.2022) - https://bit.ly/3Q2tvzp  - Russian and 

Ukrainian military officers blamed each other for a fire that destroyed a historic wooden 

church at the Sviatohirsk Lavra monastery, one of Ukraine's holiest Orthodox Christian 

sites.  

 

The all-wood All Saints Shrine in the village of Tetianivka was reportedly burnt down as a 

result of shelling, local outlets stated on Saturday.  

 

The sprawling, 17th-century monastic settlement, which sits on the bank of the Siverskiy 

Donets River, has been hit several times previously during the war, most recently on 

Wednesday, when two monks and a nun were killed. 

 

In his nightly video address Saturday, President Volodymyr Zelenskyy accused Russia of 

“deliberately and systematically destroying Ukrainian culture and its historical heritage, 

along with social infrastructures like housing and everything needed for a normal life.” 

 

Zelenskyy said 113 churches have been damaged or destroyed during the 

invasion, including some that survived the battles of World War II. 

 

Flames could be seen ripping through the timber walls of a church with onion domes in 

footage posted by Zelenskiy on his official Telegram channel.  

 

"Russian artillery struck the Svyatohirsk Lavra in the Donetsk region again today. 

Destroyed All Saints Monastery. It was consecrated in 1912. It was first destroyed during 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1KeG6j5kmZbssWiejfabf1z3vEwt4Lztw&fbclid=IwAR1w2D012B1BSj5Uj-ab9Magw9ahICrmXsHmf228I7Gnr9A2Y3RE5c5Kwow&ll=50.57097207894431%2C30.507079797473924&z=10
https://bit.ly/3Q2tvzp


Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | Ukraine    

 

the Soviet era. Later it was rebuilt to be burned by the Russian army," the Ukrainian 

leader wrote. 

 

Zelenskyy called for Russia to be expelled from the United Nations' cultural agency 

UNESCO and said there had been no military targets present at the site. 

 

"Every church burned by Russia in Ukraine, every school blown up, every destroyed 

memorial proves that Russia has no place in UNESCO," calling for Moscow to be expelled 

from the main cultural body of the United Nations. 

 

Moscow has repeatedly denied targeting civilians and Russia's Defence Ministry denied 

involvement in the shelling of the church, accusing Ukrainian troops of setting it on fire.  

The Svyatohirsk Lavra complex belongs to the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Moscow 

Patriarchate and lies near Russian positions in eastern Donetsk, one of two regions that 

the Kremlin is focused on capturing. 

 

The Moscow Patriarchate has been supportive of the war in Ukraine, with its Patriarch 

Kirill repeatedly backing Russian President Vladimir Putin and his policies. 

 

The Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patriarchate, which remained loyal to 

Moscow after a 2019 schism, said last month that it would break with Moscow over the 

invasion of Ukraine and the church's support, stating that Russia has broken the "thou 

shalt not kill" commandment. 

 

The Svyatohirsk Lavra monastic settlement dates back to 1627. The All Saints church 

was built from timber in 2009 to replace the one destroyed in 1947. 

 

Further reading and video 

Business Insider 

Ukrinform 

 

The Ukrainian Orthodox Church and the Moscow 
Patriarchate: split or maneuver? 

 

Is the part of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church that remained in communion with 

Moscow really breaking with Kirill—or just pretending to? 

 

 

By Willy Fautré 

 

Bitter Winter (01.06.2022) - https://bit.ly/3M9gYHa - On 27 May, the Council of the 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC) decided to amend the Church Charter concerning its 

relations with the Moscow Patriarchate due to the current military invasion of Ukraine by 

the Russian Federation and the ensuing internal conflicts and divisions in its midst. An 

official resolution was issued. What does this step really mean and what does it not 

mean? 

The Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC) under existential threat 

 

In recent months, a number of local authorities in many regions of Ukraine have banned 

the activities of the UOC and re-registered their communities in the OCU (Orthodox 

Church of Ukraine/ Constantinople Patriarchate), sometimes on their request, sometimes 

https://www.businessinsider.com/ukraine-temple-sviatohirsk-lavra-on-fire-after-russian-attack-2022-6?r=US&IR=T
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-ato/3499857-president-zelensky-after-russias-artillery-strike-on-sviatohirsk-lavra-russia-has-no-place-in-unesco.html
https://bit.ly/3M9gYHa
https://news.church.ua/2022/05/28/resolutions-council-ukrainian-orthodox-church-may-27-2022/?lang=en
https://news.church.ua/2022/05/28/resolutions-council-ukrainian-orthodox-church-may-27-2022/?lang=en
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on the priest’s sole request without the approval of the parishioners, sometimes under 

pressure of the local parishioners and against the priest’s will. 

These processes began after the OCU received in January 2019 the Tomos, a decree of 

autonomy, from Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomeus I of Constantinople and the Eastern 

Orthodox Church, but Russia’s war on Ukraine reinforced and accelerated the transfers of 

parishes exponentially. 

Being almost on the verge of a full ban by the Ukrainian Parliament, which perceived the 

UOC as a Russian Trojan horse in Ukraine, the UOC decided to convene a Council to 

amend its Charter. 

Moreover, there were rumors that the OCU, with the support of the civil authorities, was 

going to take away from the UOC the Kiev-Pechersk Lavra Men’s Monastery, also known 

as the Kiev Monastery of the Caves, inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage site. 

The autocephaly issue 

 

It is in this context that the question of UOC’s possible autocephaly was raised but this 

status can only be granted by the Mother Church, i.e., the Russian Orthodox Church 

(ROC). If there is no agreement of the ROC, the self-proclaimed autocephaly can be 

interpreted as a church split or schism (as the Kiev Patriarchate of Filaret was once 

perceived in the Orthodox world). 

For the UOC itself, it would also be a risk of losing its canonical status. 

The arguments of the “autocephalists” were that the consolidation of the independence in 

the Charter of the UOC in one form or another minimizes the risks of a complete ban by 

the Ukrainian Parliament, as well as the transfer of parishes. Especially since some of the 

parishioners’ communities and some clergy also changed their attitude towards the ROC 

after the outbreak of the war. 

Moreover, parts of Ukraine’s territories in the East and the South are being 

(temporarily?) controlled and annexed by Russia, which already imposes its rules, its 

administration, and its personnel on the remaining local population. In this fluid and 

unstable situation with an unpredictable future, local UOC priests might stay in place but 

they might also be quickly replaced with President Putin’s blessing by Patriarch Kirill of 

Moscow who would consider them unreliable. 

For all these and other reasons, a move to autocephaly would seem unwise by the UOC 

at this stage. 

What did the UOC Council really decide and not decide? 

 

In their resolution, the members of the UOC Council agreed 

1. to condemn the war “as a violation of God’s commandment” 

2. to “disagree with the position of His Holiness Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and 

All Rus on the war in Ukraine” to adopt appropriate amendments, “all of 
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which testify to the full independence and autonomy of the Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church” 

Noteworthy is that only the words “independence” and “autonomy” appeared in the 

document, never “autocephaly.” Moreover, there is no reference to the Russian Orthodox 

Church (ROC) with which the UOC has been “in communion” for over thirty years. 

This omission in the resolution is not a mistake or due to chance. It is intentional and 

coherent with the objective really pursued: to avoid a ban by the Ukrainian Parliament on 

the ground of limiting the actions of “church communities with management centers in 

Russia.” 

It means that the changes in the Charter are only meant to consolidate the UOC’s 

independent status. which dates back to the breakdown of the Soviet Union in 1990 

when the Church was granted self-government by a decision of then Patriarch Alexy of 

Moscow and All Russia. 

Autocephaly or secession from the ROC is not on the agenda of the UOC and there is no 

sign of schism inside the family of the Russian Orthodox Church. Religious scholars are 

not inclined either to consider the resolution of the UOC as going into a split with Moscow 

Patriarchate. 

“The commemoration of Patriarch Kirill by Our Beatitude remains, and through him the 

canonical connection,” Archpriest Nikolai Danilevich, Secretary of the Department for 

External Church Relations of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, told “Strana,” an online 

media now banned in Ukraine. 

The future will tell us if this highly political maneuver will be successful or not, in the 

short term, and if the compromise between the doves and the hawks inside the UOC will 

hold over time, according to the unpredictable developments of Russia’s war on Ukraine. 

In case of an apocalyptic scenario, a total invasion and occupation of Ukraine by 

President Putin followed by the sole recognition of the UOC, all the other Orthodox 

Churches would become illegal, as it is the case in Crimea, while the UOC could easily 

restore its “full communion” with the Moscow Patriarchate. 

 

Photo: Metropolitan Onufriy with other UOC dignitaries. Credits 

 

 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church breaks ties with the Moscow 
Patriarchate 

Resolution of the Council of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC) on 27 May 

2022 

 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church (28.05.2022) - https://bit.ly/3a67ejJ - The Council of 

the Ukrainian Orthodox Church (hereinafter – the Council), held on May 27, 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Onuphrius_(Berezovsky),Kyiv_2016_13.JPG
https://bit.ly/3a67ejJ
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2022 in Kyiv, considered issues of Church life that arose as a result of the 

military operation of the Russian Federation in Ukraine. Based on the results of 

the work, the Council approved the following:   

 

1. The Council condemns war as a violation of God’s commandment “Thou shalt 

not kill!” (Exodus 20:13) and expresses heartfelt condolences to all those who 

have suffered in the conflict. 

 

2. The Council appeals to the authorities of Ukraine and the authorities of the 

Russian Federation to continue the negotiation process and to search for a strong 

and sensible dialogue that could stop the bloodshed. 

 

3. We disagree with the position of His Holiness Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and All Rus 

on the war in Ukraine. 

 

4. The Council adopted appropriate amendments to the Statute with regards to the 

Administration of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC), all of which testify to the 

full independence and autonomy of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church. 

 

5. The Council approves and confirms the resolutions of the Councils of Bishops of 

the Ukrainian Orthodox Church and the decisions of the Holy Synods of the 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church, which met after the last Council of the Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church (July 8, 2011). The Council approves the activities of the various 

Departments and Synodal Institutions of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church. 

 

6. The Council  considered the restoration of the ritual of confecting Chrism in the 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC). 

 

7. During the period of conflict, when means of communication between 

the eparchies and the ecclesiastical centre are complicated or become absent, the 

Council considered it expedient to grant eparchial bishops the right to decide on 

certain issues of eparchial life that is usually within the competence of the Holy 

Synod or the Primate of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church. Subsequently, when the 

possibility arises and upon restoration of ties to notify the ruling hierarchs.   

 

8. Recently, a new pastoral challenge that is particularly acute for our Church has 

presented itself. During the three months of the conflict , more than six million 

Ukrainian citizens were forced to flee abroad. The Ukrainians mostly hail from the 

southern, eastern and central regions of Ukraine. Many of them are Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church (UOC) faithful. That is why the Kyiv Metropolia of the Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church has received numerous appeals from the Ukrainian refugees 

currently residing in various countries with  requests that Ukrainian Orthodox 

parishes be established. It is also obvious that many of our compatriots will return 

to their homeland, but many will become permanent residents in their chosen 

countries abroad. In this regard, the Council expresses its deep conviction that 

the Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC) cannot leave its faithful without spiritual 

and pastoral care, and must be together with them during their current trials and 

tribulations , and so must help organise Ukrainian Church communities in the 

diaspora. It is necessary to further develop the mission abroad among Orthodox 

Ukrainians in order to preserve their faith, culture, language and Orthodox 

identity. 

 

9. Recognising the special responsibility before Almighty God, the Council expresses 

its deep regret over the lack of unity in Ukrainian Orthodoxy. The Council 

perceives the existence of the schism as a deep painful wound on the Church 

body. It is especially unfortunate that the recent actions of the Patriarch of 
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Constantinople in Ukraine, which resulted in the formation of the “Orthodox 

Church of Ukraine” (OCU) , only deepened misunderstandings and led to physical 

confrontation. But even in such crisis situations, the Council does not lose hope of 

resuming dialogue. In order for the dialogue to take place, the OCU 

representatives need to: 

 

• stop the illegal seizure of churches and forced transfers of parishes of the 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC), 

 

• realise that their canonical status, as enshrined in their “Statute of the Orthodox 

Church of Ukraine” , is in fact non-autocephalous and significantly inferior to the 

freedoms and opportunities for the implementation of Church activities as 

compared to those that are provided for in the Statute of the Ukrainian Orthodox 

Church (UOC), 

 

• resolve the issue of canonicity of the hierarchy of the OCU, because for the 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church, as for most Local Orthodox Churches, it is quite 

obvious that to recognise the canonicity of the hierarchy of the OCU, it is first 

necessary to restore the apostolic succession of its bishops. 

 

The Council expresses its deep conviction that the key to the success of the dialogue 

must be not only the desire to restore Church unity, but also the sincere desire to build 

one’s life on the principles of genuine Christian conscience and moral purity.   

Summing up the results of the work done, the Council offers prayers of thanksgiving to 

the All-Merciful Lord, that opportunities for fraternal communication may arise and also 

expresses its hope than an end to the conflict and the reconciliation of opposing sides 

happens soon. According to the holy apostle and evangelist St. John the Theologian, may 

“grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of 

the Father, in truth and love, be with us all, especially brothers and sisters in the Risen 

Christ” (2 John 1: 3). 

 

Further reading 

 

The Ukrainian Church of Onoufriy announced autonomy from the Patriarchate of Moscow 

 

Moscow-led Ukrainian Orthodox Church breaks ties with Russia 

 

Ukraine’s Moscow-backed Orthodox church says cuts ties with Russia 

 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church Council declares total independence 

 

Photo: news.church.ua 

 

Is the Ukrainian Orthodox Church/ Moscow Patriarchate 
on the side of Moscow or Kyiv? 

HRWF (05.05.2022) - The autocephalous Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC) in 

communion with the Patriarchate of Moscow is in a very uncomfortable 

situation. Over 430 clerics as of 5 May have signed a petition accusing Patriarch 

Kirill of support to the Russian World ideology and the war on Ukraine. They are 

hereby siding with the Ukrainians and with Ukraine. 

 

https://orthodoxtimes.com/the-ukrainian-church-of-onoufriy-announced-autonomy-from-the-patriarchate-of-moscow/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/moscow-led-ukrainian-orthodox-church-breaks-ties-with-russia-2022-05-28/
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world/2022/05/27/Ukraine-s-Moscow-backed-Orthodox-church-says-cuts-ties-with-Russia
http://www.interfax-religion.com/?act=news&div=16565
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=5012948892114452&id=100001981718431&comment_id=5012995842109757&reply_comment_id=5013656178710390&notif_id=1649625073166925&notif_t=comment_mention&ref=notif
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They have "filed a suit" to the highest church judicial authority calling to condemn the 

doctrine spread by the Russian Orthodox Church and its heretical leader – Patriarch.  

 

The head of the UOC, Metropolitan Onufriy is embarrassed by such a situation and did 

not enter into conflict with them, avoiding an open schism, but for how long. Indeed, at 

any time, they might drag their parishes into the Orthodox Church of Ukraine (OCU), 

recognized by the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople since 2018, and hereby weaken 

the UOC. 

 

Metropolitan Onufriy has opted for a very diplomatic attitude because in addition, there 

was a legislative threat of the UOC to be banned by the Ukrainian Parliament. As the 

Union of Orthodox Journalists in Ukraine has said in a long article, the UOC is helping ALL 

Ukrainians who are victims of the conflict. Here are concrete actions showing their 

Ukrainian patriotism that are listed in the article of Konstantin Shemliuk “Is the Church 

being dragged into internal strife of security forces?”. 

 

Union of Orthodox Journalists (02.05.2022) - https://bit.ly/3FeL4HF - Since the outbreak 

of the war in Ukraine, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church has clearly and unambiguously 

articulated its attitude to the events. For example, His Beatitude Metropolitan Onuphry 

was the first religious leader in the country to call the war a sin and to compare the 

Russian military action against Ukraine to the sin of Cain. Besides, many UOC 

spokespersons and officials condemned the war. 

Two dozen eparchies of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church have stopped commemorating 

the name of Patriarch Kirill at all services, thereby expressing their disagreement with his 

position on the war in Ukraine. At the same time, the UOC is very actively involved in 

volunteer work, using all its resources for humanitarian aid to people and regions 

affected by the war. 

It is the priests of the UOC who have rescued several thousand people from shelling. For 

example, Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs of Ukraine Anton Gerashchenko said that 

Archpriest Boris Kovalchuk, rector of the Church of the Great Martyr Demetrius of 

Thessaloniki in the village of Pilipovichi, helped evacuate over 1,500 civilians during the 

occupation of the Borodianka district. Archpriest Andrei Pinchuk, a cleric of the 

Dnipropetrovsk eparchy of the UOC, together with a team of like-minded people saved 

725 children from shelling (data as of March 13). 

Metropolitan Luke of Zaporizhzhia and Melitopol personally accompanied fifteen buses 

with evacuees from Mariupol. In response, Alexander Starukh, chairman of the 

Zaporizhzhia RMA, thanked the bishop and noted: "If you hadn't gone, things would have 

been much worse... The children, most importantly, were taken away. Thank you." 

Furthermore, His Beatitude Metropolitan Onuphry said that "the Ukrainian Orthodox 

Church, through the efforts of the episcopate, clergy, monks and believers, is ready to 

organize a prayer procession from the town of Orikhiv, Zaporizhzhia region, to the 

Azovstal steelworks in the city of Mariupol to provide emergency aid and withdraw 

civilians. The procession could also take out the wounded military and pick up the bodies 

of the dead”. It later became known that the UOC Primate blessed several dozen 

clergymen who went to Mariupol in order to carry out this mission. 

It would not be out of place to say that a great number of UOC believers defend Ukraine 

with weapons in their hands on the front lines. Almost every day in temples of the UOC 

they hold memory services for the dead soldiers, most of whom were its parishioners. On 

17 April 2022, Metropolitan Luke received the news about the death of his brother 

Alexander Kovalenko, who was killed in the line of military duty. In other words, today it 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yo-fxseQxSU&t=191s
https://bit.ly/3FeL4HF
https://spzh.news/en/tag/vojna-v-ukraine-911
https://spzh.news/en/news/86670-predstojately-upc-prizval-putina-prekratity-vojnu
https://spzh.news/en/news/86823-ryad-jeparkhij-upc-prekrashhajut-pominovenije-patriarkha-kirilla
https://spzh.news/en/news/86823-ryad-jeparkhij-upc-prekrashhajut-pominovenije-patriarkha-kirilla
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is quite clear that the Church, for its part, is doing everything possible to ensure that the 

Ukrainians have a peaceful sky over their heads as soon as possible 

Photo: Are law enforcers trying to use priests in internal confrontation? Photo: UOJ 

 

A bill on sanctions against Patriarch and hierarchs of 
ROС submitted to Parliament   

By Elena Yufereva 

Union of Orthodox Journalists (02.05.2022) - The authors of the bill declare "criminal 

activities" of Patriarch Kirill, Metropolitan Hilarion, Metropolitan Tikhon and Archpriest 

Nikolai Balashov. 

A draft law on sanctions against Patriarch Kirill and another three representatives of the 

Russian Orthodox Church has been submitted to the Verkhovna Rada. 

The corresponding draft resolution No. 7332 was registered by the Ukrainian Parliament 

on April 29. 

More than 20 MPs from the parties "Voice", "Servant of the People", "European 

Solidarity", "Freedom" are submitting the document for consideration by the Verkhovna 

Rada. Among them are the authors of bills No. 7204 and 7213 on the prohibition of the 

UOC. 

The bill prescribes to impose sanctions against Patriarch Kirill, Metropolitan Hilarion 

(Alfeev) of Volokolamsk, Head of the DECR ROC, Metropolitan Tikhon (Shevkunov) of 

Pskov and Porkhov, and Archpriest Nikolai Balashov, Deputy Head of the DECR MP “for 

systematic and active support of the war against Ukraine, legitimization of the invasion of 

troops and the genocide of Ukrainians by the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation”, 

as well as support for the “Russian world” ideology. 

The sanctions proposed for consideration by the National Security and Defense Council 

provide, in particular, a ban on entry and blocking of assets, temporary restriction of the 

right of a person to use and dispose of his property, restriction of trade operations, 

restriction, partial or complete cessation of the transit of resources, flights and 

transportation through the territory of Ukraine, prevention of the withdrawal of capital 

outside Ukraine, suspension of the fulfillment of economic and financial obligations, 

deprivation of state awards of Ukraine, other forms of honoring, a ban on the acquisition 

of land plots and others. 

As the UOJ reported earlier, the Speaker of the Verkhovna Rada stated the Parliament 

does not intend to raise an issue of banning the UOC. 

Photo: Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine. Photo: life.ru 

https://spzh.news/en/author/jelena-jufereva-1113
https://spzh.news/en/tag/verkhovnaja-rada-342
https://itd.rada.gov.ua/billInfo/Bills/Card/39516
https://spzh.news/en/news/87383-rada-opublikovala-tekst-zakonoprojekta-o-zaprete-upc
https://spzh.news/en/news/87320-v-radu-vnesli-jeshhe-odin-zakonoprojekt-o-zaprete-upc
https://spzh.news/en/news/87955-v-parlamente-net-temy-zapreta-upcspiker-vr
https://spzh.news/en/news/87955-v-parlamente-net-temy-zapreta-upcspiker-vr
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Christian mission center blown up, hundreds of Bibles 
destroyed 

By Ryan Foley 

The Christian Post (25.04.2022) - https://bit.ly/3OCxtht - The head of a nonprofit 

organization working to minister to Ukrainian refugees has expressed devastation after 

one of the ministry’s buildings was destroyed in the conflict between Russia and Ukraine, 

with hundreds of Bibles demolished in the process. 

 

Mission Eurasia, a church-planting organization that “trains, equips, and mobilizes 

national Christian leaders throughout the former Soviet Union and Israel,” is one of 

several charities working to provide relief to Ukrainians displaced after Russia began its 

invasion of the Eastern European country two months ago. 

 

Mission Eurasia operates 17 Schools Without Walls in Ukraine, which are designed for 

“training the next generation” to get to the front line of the crisis ... as volunteers ... in 

their communities.”  

 

In an interview with The Christian Post, Mission Eurasia President Sergey Rakhuba said 

that his organization’s Field Ministries Training Center in Irpin, Ukraine, was destroyed by 

Russian troops late last month. 

 

“Russians took it over, they used that for whatever purposes,” he said. “We’ve heard 

reported they used it for their headquarters for their special forces.” 

 

Additionally, he asserted that Russian troops used burned Scripture piles as shields 

during their shooting battles. 

 

“We’re very saddened by the loss,” he added. “Buildings can be replaced but we are 

reprinting hundreds and hundreds of copies of new Scriptures available into the hands of 

these young evangelists we train, these young volunteers we equip that continue 

reaching out to people who are in need.” 

 

While no one who worked with Mission Eurasia was hurt in the blast because staff 

evacuated at the beginning of the invasion, Rakhuba lamented that “some of the 

neighbors” lost their lives due to the explosion. 

 

“Dead bodies are right by the premises,” he said. 

 

Rakhuba said the Field Ministries Training Center was a “nerve center for new 

innovations, mission, strategic planning, [and] training” where “thousands and thousands 

of young leaders went through training.” 

 

Rakhuba said “there were lots of tears shed after we got the news" of the building's 

destruction but remains confident that “God will continue providing.” He vowed to 

continue bringing the Gospel to “tens of thousands of devastated refugee families.” 

 

https://bit.ly/3OCxtht
https://files.constantcontact.com/dbebe121701/4dc16aea-5650-4672-be0f-7f6d1f0a936a.pdf?rdr=true
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Part of Mission Eurasia’s response to the Russia-Ukraine conflict has been to provide 

“spiritual comfort.” The group launched the Ukraine Crisis Prayer Initiative, which 

consists of a network of people who pray about the situation in Ukraine daily. 

 

“Once a week, we have a Zoom meeting,” Rakhuba stated. 

 

“On a weekly basis, we present a number of prayer requests related to this ongoing war 

and related to our ministry,” he continued. “Through this prayer initiative, we’re 

encouraging people to get connected, to continue praying, praying for all the needs 

related to … hardships due to this continued invasion, continued war.” 

 

Mission Eurasia is also working to provide humanitarian relief to those displaced by the 

war. The charity organization has established refugee assistance centers in Warsaw, 

Krakow and Moldova in addition to “four large food distribution hubs in four major 

locations in western Ukraine.” 

 

Rakhuba recently spent nearly two weeks in Ukraine and Poland, returning to the United 

States ahead of Easter weekend. 

 

As a native of Ukraine who now lives in the U.S., Rakhuba has family members who've 

evacuated the country. He mentioned that his nieces, who are in their mid-to-late 30s, 

are “abroad now” after he “helped to evacuate” them and their families. 

 

However, the men in his extended family are still staying in Ukraine because they are 

“heavily involved in this humanitarian relief.” 

 

Rakhuba said food is the greatest need facing Ukrainian refugees at this time because 

“food supply is totally blocked or paralyzed by the war activity.” Rakhuba has a team 

delivering a large semi-truck with 20 tons of food to “one of the northern Ukrainian cities 

close to the Russian border.” 

 

“We obtained food in large quantities from neighboring countries like Poland, Hungary, 

Romania and bring them to these large food packaging centers where volunteers 

mobilized by Mission Eurasia … put them in family-sized food packages,” he announced. 

It costs Mission Eurasia $50 to “purchase food, to sort it, to put it packaged in this food 

package and also include a copy of the Scripture.” 

 

Rakhuba estimated one family food package sustains a family of four or five at least for 

one week, or even longer. He rejoiced that his organization was able to place 20,000 

food packages into the hands of needy families. He expressed a desire to compile an 

additional 50,000 packages in the next three months. 

 

Rakhuba attributed the efforts to provide food to Ukrainian refugees to support from 

“organizations here in the [U.S.], Canada [and] other countries that share resources.” 

 

Rakhuba praised churches for working to accommodate evacuees in need of shelter. He 

said church sanctuaries on the weekdays turn into shelters but on Sunday, continue to 

serve as places of worship. 

 

Rakhuba said medical assistance is another need facing Ukrainian refugees. He 

mentioned that Mission Eurasia has raised $4.8 million as part of its relief efforts. 

 

Photo: Mission Eurasia's Field Ministries Training Center in Irpin, Ukraine after it was 

blown up by Russian forces in April 2022. | Sergey Rakhuba 
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Hundreds of priests of the Moscow Patriarchate in 
Ukraine condemn the role of Russian Patriarch Kirill in 

the war 

HRWF (15.04.2022) - As of Thursday evening 14 April, three days after the launch of the 

petition condemning the role of Patriarch Kirill in the war, over 400 priests of the 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church/ Moscow Patriarchate (UOC-MP) had already signed it. The 

list of signatories is growing fast and is updated online every day. See this list HERE at 

the end of the petition in Russian.  

The interview of Fr Andrei Pinchuk, Archpriest of the Dnipropetrovsk Diocese of the UOC-

MP (some 240 miles southeast of Kyiv), who launched this initiative is also worth 

watching HERE. 

 

Text of the “Open request to the primates of local Orthodox churches” 

“In these tragic days, when the brutal war of the Russian Federation against Ukraine 

continues, we, the priests of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, consider it our pastoral duty 

to appeal to the fullness of world Orthodoxy. 

On February 24, 2022, Russian troops invaded the territory of the sovereign Ukrainian 

state without declaring war. The military aggression has been going on for more than a 

month. Russian troops are systematically destroying military infrastructure and 

residential areas, civilian enterprises, schools, hospitals, theaters, and so on. The 

Ukrainian economy is suffering heavy losses. But we are most saddened that thousands 

of civilians have already died during the war. The actions of the Russian army around 

Kharkiv, Chernihiv, Akhtyrka, Hostomel, Vorzel and especially Mariupol and Bucha have 

obvious signs of the genocide against the Ukrainian people and cause indignation around 

the world. 

Already on the first day of the war, the Primate of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, His 

Beatitude Metropolitan Onufriy, condemned the aggression of the Russian Federation 

against Ukraine and addressed the president of Russia. V. Putin's call to end the war. In 

addition, His Beatitude Metropolitan Onufriy appealed to Patriarch Kirill of Moscow to 

raise his voice against the war. After that, both His Beatitude Onufriy personally and the 

Holy Synod of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church again appealed to Patriarch Kirill to speak 

out against the war and help end military aggression. However, Patriarch Kirill ignored 

these appeals. 

Moreover, since the beginning of the war, Patriarch Kirill has repeatedly made public 

statements that contained actual support for the aggressive actions of the Russian 

Federation against Ukraine. On March 13, 2022, during the Liturgy at the Cathedral of 

Christ the Savior, Patriarch Kirill presented the commander-in-chief of the National Guard 

of the Russian Federation, V. Zolotov, the Icon of the Mother of God and gave his 

blessing to the employees of this state military organization. In a thank-you note to V. 

Zolotov bluntly said that the National Guard of the Russian Federation troops are taking 

an active part in the war that Russia has unleashed against Ukraine. At the same time, 

he called the Armed Forces of Ukraine "Nazis". After listening to Zolotov's words, the 

Patriarch did not express any objections. Patriarch Kirill's blessing of the Russian National 

https://risu.ua/en/international-ecclesiastical-tribunal-for-cyril---almost-200-priests-of-the-uoc-mp-demand_n128244
https://risu.ua/en/international-ecclesiastical-tribunal-for-cyril---almost-200-priests-of-the-uoc-mp-demand_n128244
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=5012948892114452&id=100001981718431&comment_id=5012995842109757&reply_comment_id=5013656178710390&notif_id=1649625073166925&notif_t=comment_mention&ref=notif
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yo-fxseQxSU
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Guard troops was an unequivocal endorsement of the war that the Russian Federation 

has unleashed against Ukraine. 

Although Patriarch Kirill for many years claimed that he considers the Orthodox 

Christians of Ukraine his flock, for which he is responsible, in his public statements 

(including during visits to Ukraine) today, he directly blesses the physical destruction of 

this flock by Russian troops. 

The actions of Patriarch Kirill caused mass indignation among the clergy and faithful of 

the Ukrainian Orthodox Church. At least fifteen dioceses of the Ukrainian Orthodox 

Church have officially announced that they are stopping commemorating Patriarch Kirill 

during divine services. We know that in many other dioceses, the ruling bishops gave 

oral permission to the clergy not to remember the name of Patriarch Kirill. Thus, bishops, 

priests and ordinary parishioners of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church expressed their 

unequivocal distrust of Patriarch Kirill. 

We fully support the refusal of the bishops and clergy of our church to commemorate 

Patriarch Kirill during the divine service. But today, this is not enough. 

We clearly state that we can't continue to remain in any form of canonical subordination 

to the Moscow Patriarch. This is a command of our Christian conscience. 

"We are witnessing the brutal actions of the Russian army against the Ukrainian people, 

which are approved by Patriarch Kirill. As pastors of the Church, and simply as Christians, 

we have always been, are and will always stay with our people, those who suffer and 

need help. We fully support the Ukrainian state authorities and the Armed Forces of 

Ukraine in their fight against the aggressor. 

Our position fully corresponds to the Gospel and Church tradition. Protecting the 

motherland from the enemy is one of the main Christian virtues. We would especially like 

to emphasize that our position also corresponds to the internal legislation of the Russian 

Orthodox Church. Back in 2000, the foundations of the social concept of the Russian 

Orthodox Church were adopted. This document approves Christian patriotism, which is 

manifested, among other things, "in defense of the fatherland from the enemy" (II, 3). 

Also, the foundations of the social concept clearly state that "the Church ... does not 

prohibit its children from participating in military operations, if it is a question of 

protecting their neighbors and restoring violated justice" (VIII, 2). This document also 

notes that "during the war, it is necessary to ensure the protection of the civilian 

population from direct military actions" (VIII, 3). 

As citizens of Ukraine, today we act within the framework of these principles. We call for 

the protection of our homeland from the enemy who came to us with weapons; we 

support the Ukrainian army, which has come to the defense of our people and is striving 

to restore the violated Justice; we call for an end to the brutal destruction of the 

Ukrainian civilian population by the Russian military. 

At the same time, Patriarch Kirill (as well as numerous bishops and priests in Russia) 

directly violate the norms of the basic social concept. In particular, this document clearly 

states that the Church cannot provide assistance to the state and cooperate with it if the 

state is waging an aggressive external War (III, 8). Today, the actions of the Russian 

Federation against Ukraine are nothing more than aggressive foreign war. This fact is 

recognized by the entire international community. In particular, on March 2, 2022, 141 

countries supported the UN General Assembly resolution condemning Russian aggression 

against Ukraine. But both Patriarch Kirill himself and numerous clergy in Russia continue 



Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | Ukraine    

 

to support the aggressive foreign policy of the Russian Federation. Consequently, the 

position of the Moscow Patriarchate regarding the war against Ukraine does not meet 

either the norms of Christian morality or even its own regulatory documents. 

Reflecting on the origins of the position of the Russian Orthodox Church regarding the 

war in Ukraine, we must admit that one of the ideological foundations of this war was the 

doctrine of the "Russian World", which was promoted personally by Patriarch Kirill for 

many years. This doctrine has been actively formed by Russian political scientists and 

sociologists since the 1990s. Its goal is to preserve the influence of the Russian 

Federation on the territory of the former Soviet Union after its inglorious collapse. 

Ideologists of the" Russian world", in particular within the Moscow Patriarchate, have 

never hidden the fact that this doctrine should contribute to Russian irredentism, that is, 

the gradual establishment of Russia's political control over territories that were previously 

part of the Soviet Union or even the Russian Empire. 

Patriarch Kirill is one of the main ideologists of the "Russian World" doctrine. According to 

Patriarch Kirill, the "Russian World" is a single civilizational space covering territories 

where Russian culture has historically had a significant impact. He has repeatedly stated 

that he considers modern Russians, Ukrainians and Belarusians "one people", the people 

of the "Russian World". In particular, in 2014, in one of his speeches on television, 

Patriarch Kirill said: "The Russian World is a special civilization, which embraces people 

who today call themselves by different names – both Russians, Ukrainians, and 

Belarusians." That is, according to the Patriarch, Russians, Ukrainians and Belarusians 

simply call themselves by different names, but at the same time remain a single people. 

 

In 2021, in an interview on his 75th birthday, Patriarch Kirill said: "For me, as the 

Patriarch of all Russia, there is no division into peoples and states, but there is a flock of 

the Russian Orthodox Church." Although Patriarch Kirill has always stressed that he does 

not question the existing state borders, he still stated that these borders "create 

unnecessary obstacles between the peoples of the Russian World." 

 

On March 20, 2022, during the war that Russia launched against Ukraine, Patriarch Kirill, 

in his sermon at the Cathedral of Christ the Savior in Moscow, said that Russians and 

Ukrainians are "really one people." He stressed that he considers this to be God's truth, 

which is not changed because "we live in different countries today." Therefore 

the Patriarch said that he will continue to pray "for our united people, who today live in 

different countries." 

 

All these statements are quite consonant with Russian state propaganda, which rejects 

the very fact of the existence of the Ukrainian nation and Ukrainian culture, and therefore 

does not actually recognize the right of Ukrainians to their own statehood. Thus, the 

"Russian World" doctrine, which Patriarch Kirill has been promoting for many years, 

today contributes to justifying Russia's military aggression against Ukraine. 

However, we, Orthodox priests, want to draw special attention to those aspects of the 

doctrine of the "Russian World" that directly relate to the doctrine of the Church. In 

particular, Patriarch Kirill persistently identifies the "Russian World" with the so-called 

"canonical territory" of the Russian Orthodox Church. In particular, in 2009, in its speech 

at the Assembly of the "Russkiy Mir" Foundation, Patriarch Kirill said that "the Russian 

Orthodox church fulfills its pastoral mission among peoples who accept the Russian 

spiritual and cultural tradition as the basis of their national identity, or at least as its 

essential part. That's why in this sense we also consider Moldova a part of this Russian 

World." In his official speeches, Patriarch Kirill repeatedly claimed that according to the 

Charter of the Eastern patriarchs on the creation of the Moscow Patriarchate (1593), all 

the territories that were located north of Byzantium were transferred to the jurisdiction of 

http://www.patriarchia.ru/db/text/3730705.html
http://www.patriarchia.ru/db/text/5863267.html
http://www.patriarchia.ru/db/text/928446.html
http://www.patriarchia.ru/db/text/5909901.html
http://www.patriarchia.ru/db/text/928446.html
http://www.patriarchia.ru/db/text/928446.html
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this Patriarchate. For example, on September 24, 2014, while speaking in Moscow at the 

VI International Festival "Faith and Word", Patriarch Kirill said that in 1593 The "Christian 

Oikumene to the north of the Byzantine Empire" was transferred to the Moscow 

Patriarchate. This is everything located to the North of Byzantium." According to this 

logic, the Eastern Patriarchs seem to have recognized the extension of the jurisdiction of 

the Moscow Patriarch to Ukraine, Belarus, the Baltic states, and Moldova. It is these 

territories that Patriarch Kirill today declares a zone of his "canonical responsibility" and 

identifies with the "Russian World". From the point of view of Patriarch Kirill, all churches 

in these territories do not have the right to church independence (autocephaly). 

According to his logic, Churches in Ukraine, Belarus, Moldova, and the Baltic states are 

literally doomed to remain part of the Moscow Patriarchate forever. 

 

These statements of Patriarch Kirill come into obvious contradiction with historical facts. 

But, surprisingly, Patriarch Kirill passes off this false interpretation of history as the 

position of the entire universal Orthodoxy. Moreover, in the words and actions of 

Patriarch Kirill, we see obvious distortions of the Orthodox teaching about the Church. 

Patriarch Kirill's statements regarding the "Russian World" are reminiscent of 

ethnophyletism condemned by Ecumenical Orthodoxy, where the role of an ethnic group 

is played by "Russian civilization". Patriarch Kirill's statements that the jurisdiction of the 

Moscow Patriarchate extends to all people who accept "Russian spiritual and cultural 

traditions as the basis of their national identity" come into obvious contradiction with 

Orthodox canon law. Such an understanding of the Church order means rejecting the 

territorial principle of spreading ecclesiastical jurisdiction and replacing it with a national 

(or cultural-national) principle. 

In March 2022, a group of Orthodox theologians issued the Declaration on the Doctrine of 

the "Russian World", which has already been supported by over 300 intellectuals 

worldwide. We believe that this declaration was an important step toward understanding 

the distortions of Orthodox teaching about the church that occurred in the Moscow 

Patriarchate. 

 

All these considerations force us to turn to the Primates of the Local Orthodox Churches. 

We declare our loyalty to Universal orthodoxy, our desire for the fullness of our 

communion with it, and condemn any attempts to limit our communion with it. We also 

believe that it is the fullness of ecumenical Orthodoxy that should pay full attention and 

responsibility to the statements and actions of Patriarch Kirill today. "The tragedy 

unfolding in Ukraine today is also the result of the policy that Patriarch Kirill pursues 

during his time at the head of the Russian Orthodox Church. Obviously, this has already 

become a challenge for the entire universal Orthodoxy. 

Therefore we call on the Primates of the Local Orthodox Churches: 

1. Clearly and unambiguously condemn the military aggression of the Russian Federation 

against Ukraine. 

2. Call on the president of the Russian Federation, V. V. Putin will immediately end the 

war and liberate all the occupied territories of sovereign Ukraine. 

3. Review the public statements of Patriarch Kirill of Moscow regarding the war against 

Ukraine and evaluate them in the light of the Holy Scriptures and the sacred tradition of 

the Church. 

4. Consider at the Pan-Orthodox level the doctrine of the "Russian World", which for 

many years has been promoted by Patriarch Kirill and which has become one of the 

ideological justifications for the war of the Russian Federation against Ukraine, and give 

https://risu.ua/pravoslavni-bogoslovi-svitu-zasudili-yeres-russkogo-mira-i-ganebni-diyi-rosijskoyi-vladi_n127240
https://risu.ua/pravoslavni-bogoslovi-svitu-zasudili-yeres-russkogo-mira-i-ganebni-diyi-rosijskoyi-vladi_n127240
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this doctrine an assessment from the point of view of orthodox teaching and in case of 

the condemnation of this doctrine, bring Patriarch Kirill to justice and deprive him of the 

right to hold the patriarchal throne. 

This appeal is open for signing by the clergy of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church. 

Those clergymen of the UOC who are willing to sign our appeal, please send me 

private messages (067-6-333-112 in any Messenger) with the following text: "I 

sign the appeal. (rank, last name and first name, Name of the diocese) After the 

collection of signatures is completed, the appeal will be sent to all primates of 

local Orthodox Churches. It will also be sent to the attention of Moscow 

Patriarch Kirill.” 

 

 

More reading 

Orthodox priests call for patriarchs to depose Kirill, by Patrick Hudson, The 

Tablet (12.04.2022) 

https://www.thetablet.co.uk/news/15278/orthodox-priests-call-for-patriarchs-to-depose-

kirill?fbclid=IwAR3iOJ_HFDMMOJ_S9T1xcsdDFY_Ie11-ryqT_Wreq1So5G3AGrJZBaRnEO0 

 

 

OSCE and CoE demand Russia stops attacks on places of 
worship 

Russia must stop aggression and destruction of religious sites and places of 

worship – joint statement by Special Representatives of OSCE and CoE 

 

The European Times (13/04/22) - https://bit.ly/3Egweju –  As the Russian military attack 

against Ukraine continues, we mourn the victims of war and lament the millions forced to 

leave their homes and their country behind, seeking shelter and safety within Ukraine, in 

Europe and beyond. Children, women and the elderly are particularly vulnerable. Many 

victims of the war suffer from profound psychological trauma. 

We are appalled at the destruction of religious sites and places of worship: churches, 

synagogues and mosques. They are vital to the country’s diverse religious communities, 

more than ever in times of crisis. 

The Council of Europe was established in the aftermath of the Holocaust and World War 

II and the OSCE was created at the height of the Cold War, with the promise of 

maintaining peace and security for the European continent. 

As representatives of both organisations committed to promoting peaceful dialogue, we 

call on Russia to stop the destruction of religious sites and places of worship, which, 

together with the indiscriminate killing of tens of thousands of civilians, constitute crimes 

against humanity. 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100001981718431
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100001981718431
https://www.thetablet.co.uk/author/842/patrick-hudson
https://www.thetablet.co.uk/news/15278/orthodox-priests-call-for-patriarchs-to-depose-kirill?fbclid=IwAR3iOJ_HFDMMOJ_S9T1xcsdDFY_Ie11-ryqT_Wreq1So5G3AGrJZBaRnEO0
https://www.thetablet.co.uk/news/15278/orthodox-priests-call-for-patriarchs-to-depose-kirill?fbclid=IwAR3iOJ_HFDMMOJ_S9T1xcsdDFY_Ie11-ryqT_Wreq1So5G3AGrJZBaRnEO0
https://bit.ly/3Egweju
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Rabbi Andrew Baker, Personal Representative of the OSCE Chairman-in-Office on 

Combating Antisemitism 

Ambassador Mehmet Paçacı, Personal Representative of the OSCE Chairman-in-Office 

on Combating Intolerance and Discrimination against Muslims 

Professor Regina Polak, Personal Representative of the OSCE Chairman-in-Office on 

Combating Racism, Xenophobia and Discrimination also focusing on Intolerance and 

Discrimination against Christians and Members of other Religions 

Daniel Höltgen, Council of Europe Special Representative on Antisemitic, anti-Muslim 

and other forms of religious intolerance and hate crimes 

Source here 

Photo from Twitter 

 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church/ Moscow Patriarchate under 
threat of being banned 

By Willy Fautré, Human Rights Without Frontiers 

 

HRWF (12.04.2022) - The Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC/MP) in communion with 

the Russian Orthodox Church/ Moscow Patriarchate (ROC/MP) is perceived as a 

Trojan horse by some political actors in Ukraine who would like to ban it and nationalize 

all its property because it is in unity with Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and all Russia, the 

aggressor country which has attacked, is occupying and waging war against Ukraine. 

Moreover, Patriarch Kirill blessed this war… 

 

Draft law proposes to ban the Ukrainian Orthodox Church/ Moscow Patriarchate 

(UOC/MP) and nationalize all its property 

 

RISU (08.04.2022) - https://bit.ly/376bpe8 - As RISU has reported two draft laws that 

propose to stop the functioning of an institution called the UOC/MP have already been 

registered in the Verkhovna Rada. These are draft laws №7204 and №7213. 

Draft law №7204 consists of five articles, one of which defines the norm - all property of 

the highest governing bodies of the Russian Orthodox Church in Ukraine (UOC/MP) is 

nationalized within 48 hours after the law comes into force. Regarding the possible 

transfer of parishes of the UOC/MP to the Orthodox Church of Ukraine (OCU/ 

Constantinople Patriarchate), this bill gives them 14 days to do so. At the same time, 

the property of church parishes is owned by the community. If these parishes want to 

remain under the leadership of the Russian Orthodox Church, their property is to be 

confiscated and transferred to the community, and their activities are stopped. The 

property of all three Lavras (monasteries) - Kyiv-Pechersk, Pochayiv and Svyatoghorsk, 

shall be returned to state ownership. Also, Bill No. 7204 requires the SBU to conduct an 

inspection of all institutions of the UOC/MP regarding their possible anti-Ukrainian 

activities or collaboration with the aggressor. 

https://www.osce.org/chairmanship/515943
https://bit.ly/376bpe8
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Another bill, №7213, is much shorter, its text - without the preamble and final 

provisions – consists of a single sentence. The text does not mention the Russian 

Orthodox Church here. Instead, it is proposed to ban the activities of any religious 

organizations that are subordinate or located in the aggressor country. 

 

The well-known Russian TV propagandist Vladimir Solovyov reacted hysterically to the 

appearance of these bills, urging to stop any negotiations with Ukraine and fight until 

victory. 

Over half of Ukrainians support the ban of the UOC-MP in Ukraine – "Rating" 

opinion poll 

 

RISU (08.04.2022) - https://bit.ly/38FZuEt - According to the results of the national 

survey "Ukraine at war" conducted by the "Rating" sociological group on April 6, there is 

growing support in Ukraine to sever ties between the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 

the Moscow Patriarchate (UOC/MP) and the Russian Orthodox Church (ROC). 

 

This is reported by Interfax-Religion. 

 

This initiative was supported by 74% of respondents on the day of the survey, while at 

the beginning of March this year – only 63%. Only 7% of respondents do not support this 

initiative. 

That said, more than half of the respondents (51%) believe that the state should 

completely ban the activities of the UOC/MP on the territory of Ukraine, but the ban is 

supported by two-thirds of the respondents in the West of the country and only 29% in 

the East. 21% of respondents support the withdrawal of benefits and cancellation of 

lease agreements for church premises. 

At the same time, 20% support the non-interference of the state in the Church's affairs - 

most of all in the East (35%) and South (25%). 

During the CATI (Computer Assisted Telephone Interviews) study, 1,200 respondents 

aged 18 and over were interviewed in all regions except the temporarily occupied 

territories. The sample is representative by age, gender, and type of settlement. The 

study's representativeness error with a confidence probability of 0.95: no more than 

2.8%. 

Advisor in Office of President opposes ban of Moscow Patriarchate in Ukraine 

  

RISU/ Russia Religion News (31.03.2022) - https://bit.ly/37bUebh - An advisor to the 

head of the office of the president, Mikhail Podoliak, commented on the draft law for 

prohibiting the activity of the Moscow patriarchate in Ukraine, noting that, in contrast to 

the Russian Orthodox Church (ROC), the Ukrainian Orthodox Church/ Moscow 

Patriarchate (UOC/ MP) occupies a different position. This was reported by the 

Department of Information and Enlightenment of the UOC/MP, citing Ukraina-24. 

  

Mikhail Podoliak was critical of the idea of banning the activity in Ukraine of the 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church/ Moscow Patriarchate (UOC/ MP) and he emphasized 

that the positions of the Russian Orthodox Church (ROC) and the UOC/MP with 

regard to the war in Ukraine do not correspond: "The UOC/MP occupied a different 

position." 

  

The official urged against speculating on the religion theme: "I would ask that people not 

speculate on this because we could have an internal conflict, while today we need unity, 

https://bit.ly/38FZuEt
http://ua.interfax.com.ua/news/general/822287.html
https://bit.ly/37bUebh
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which Ukraine has demonstrated to the whole world, which is much more principled and 

much more important." 

  

The UOC/MP also viewed negatively the draft law regarding prohibiting the Moscow 

Patriarchate in Ukraine. The legal department of this confession notes that law 

enforcement agencies do not make accusations against the UOC/MP with respect to 

violations of the national security, sovereignty, or territorial integrity of Ukraine. In 

addition, church attorneys think that a ban on belonging to the UOC/MP violates the 

right to freedom of religious confession, which violates the European Convention on 

Human Rights and the constitution of Ukraine. [. . .] 

  

A number of Ukrainian experts supported the draft law, stressing that the Moscow 

patriarchate in Ukraine is the last outpost of Putinist Russia in our state. (tr. by PDS, 

posted 31 March 2022) 

 

Photo: Metropolite Onufryi, Ukrainian Orthodox Church/ Moscow Patriarchate (UOC/ MP) 

 

Interactive map of churches and religious buildings 
destroyed by the Russian army 

The interactive map is available here 

 

HRWF (12.04.2022) – During the first month of the war, the Russian army destroyed 

more than 60 Ukrainian churches and religious facilities in at least eight regions of 

Ukraine: Kiev, Donetsk, Zhytomyr, Zaporozhye, Lugansk, Sumy, Kharkiv and Chernihiv. 

 

An interactive map of Orthodox, Catholic, Protestant, Muslim and Jewish places of 

worship and religious structures destroyed on the territory of Ukraine by Russian troops 

has been created by the State Service of Ukraine for Ethnic Affairs and Freedom of 

Conscience? 

 

Among the destroyed Protestant buildings are the Prayer House of Christians of 

Evangelical Faith in Boiarok, the Baptist seminary and Eurasian Mission in Irpin, the 

Ukrainian Evangelical Theological Seminary in Pushche-Vodits, and New Life Church of 

Evangelical Christians Baptists in Izium, and churches in Mariupol.  

 

See details, location and pictures here: 

 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church in communion/ unity with Moscow Patriarchate (39) 

This Orthodox denomination is more prevalent in Kyiv and Eastern Ukraine 

(Kharkiv – Donbas) where the war was raging during the first month 

Orthodox Church of Ukraine/ Patriarchate of Constantinople (5) 

This Orthodox denomination was created on 15 December 2018, recognized by 

the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople and granted the tomos of 

autocephaly on 5 January 2019 

Protestant communities (5) 

Roman Catholic Church (1) 

Muslim communities (3) 

Jewish communities (3) 

 

 

Photo: Irpen Bible Seminary (Protestant) 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1KeG6j5kmZbssWiejfabf1z3vEwt4Lztw&fbclid=IwAR1w2D012B1BSj5Uj-ab9Magw9ahICrmXsHmf228I7Gnr9A2Y3RE5c5Kwow&ll=50.57097207894431%2C30.507079797473924&z=10
https://dess.gov.ua/
https://dess.gov.ua/
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1KeG6j5kmZbssWiejfabf1z3vEwt4Lztw&fbclid=IwAR1w2D012B1BSj5Uj-ab9Magw9ahICrmXsHmf228I7Gnr9A2Y3RE5c5Kwow&ll=47.563850691682376%2C37.29274133739118&z=9
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Demands to put Patriarch Kirill and his inner circle on the 
international sanctions list 

Ukrainian activists demand that the “Russian World” ideologists led by 

Patriarch Kirill are sanctioned 

 

RISU (07.04.2022) - https://bit.ly/3v4M7VM - An action group of representatives of 

Ukrainian public and scientific institutions, representatives of media and business put 

forward the initiative to appeal to the governments of the United States, Great Britain, 

Japan, China, European Union member states, church and public activists who cooperate 

with the Moscow Patriarchate, with a request to facilitate putting Moscow Patriarch 

Kirill and his inner circle, who is directly involved in the development and promotion of 

the ideology of the Russian World, on the international sanctions list. 

 

In particular, we are referring to  

• Head of the Department for External Church Relations of the Moscow 

Patriarchate, Patriarchal Vicar, Metropolitan Hilarion (Gregory Alfeyev); 

• permanent member of the Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church, 

Primate of the UOC-MP Metropolitan Onufriy (Orest Berezovsky); 

• permanent member of the Synod of the UOC-MP, Metropolitan 

Agafangel of Odessa and Izmail (Oleksiy Savvin); 

• permanent member of the Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church, 

Patriarchal Exarch of the Belarusian Exarchate of the Moscow 

Patriarchate Metropolitan Veniamin (Vitaly Tupeko). 

 

"The impetus for this appeal was the fact that the role that the hierarchy of the 

Moscow Patriarchate has played and still plays in justifying and justifying the 

military aggression of the Russian political leadership (Transdniestria, Georgia, 

Ukraine) remains out of the attention of the international community," the 

initiators of the appeal say. "After all, it is the Moscow Patriarchate and personally 

the current Patriarch Kirill who are the developers and long-term advocates of the 

Russian World ideology. This ideology has become an effective means of instilling 

in Russian society the idea of superiority and exclusivity of Russian culture, 

language, and Moscow Orthodoxy." 

This teaching condemned by the world-famous theologians because it is essentially a 

neo-imperial geopolitical and ideological doctrine that asserts Russian messianism and 

imperialism. Therefore, this latest heresy promotes Orthodox ethnophyletic 

fundamentalism (the superiority of the ethnic over the religious), totalitarianism and 

chauvinism. Ideology is used as an excuse for Russia's invasion of the territory of other 

states in order to restore the former Soviet Union. 

In fact, the teaching is the current social and political doctrine of Russia and proclaims 

that there is a certain super – National Russian-speaking space or a separate civilization 

"Holy Rus" with a political center in Moscow, a common Russian language and a common 

Church - the Moscow Patriarchate. Its political leader is Putin, and its spiritual leader is 

Patriarch Kirill. 

https://bit.ly/3v4M7VM
https://risu.ua/deklaraciya-pravoslavnih-bogosloviv-svitu-pro-russkij-mir_n127230
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Such chauvinistic nationalist attitudes do not leave other peoples the right to their own 

language, culture, religion, or declare the latter to be less valuable, not worthy of 

development, prospects. A natural consequence of the Russian World policy is the 

gradual elimination of national languages, cultures, and those Orthodox communities that 

were not part of the Moscow Patriarchate in the territories occupied by Russia. Cases of 

harassment and persecution of religious leaders of non-Orthodox faiths who did not 

support the policy of the political leadership of the Russian Federation are also systemic. 

"There are not isolated cases of open or covert cooperation between clergy of the 

Moscow Patriarchate in Ukraine and Belarus with the occupying Russian troops. 

Sometimes such cooperation goes beyond not only religious canons, but also common 

sense or human morality," the initiators of the appeal note. "The chauvinistic Russian 

World has been and is being promoted with the help of Orthodox clergy. In war context, 

this poses a significant threat not only to the national security of Ukraine, but also to the 

world as a whole." 

Full text of the appeal and signatories HERE 

 

Photo: RISU 

 

 

Over 60 places of worship in Ukraine and sites of cultural 
heritage attacked by the Russians 

 

By Halya Coynash 

 

KHPG (01.04.2022) - https://bit.ly/3jcIA21 - Five weeks into its war against Ukraine, 

Russia has bombed or shelled over sixty places of worship in at least eight oblasts (Kyiv; 

Donetsk; Luhansk; Kharkiv; Sumy; Zaporizhya and Zhytomyr).  It has also destroyed or 

damaged many places of huge cultural significance. 

 
It is for this reason that, instead of running for cover to escape Russia’s relentless 

bombing and shelling of the city, Kharkiv municipal workers and volunteers worked 

together to protect the famous Monument to the great Ukrainian poet Taras Shevchenko 

by totally covering with sandbags.  There have been similar moves in Odesa, Lviv and 

other Ukrainian cities, but nowhere as dangerous as in Kharkiv which Russia has been 

unable to seize, and instead seems bent on destroying. 

 
The very tall monument is a landmark of the city, which withstood the Nazis, but was in 

grave danger from the new invading force from the North.  Work is also underway to 

protect the monument to Ukraine’s Independence on Constitution Square and Kharkiv 

Mayor Ihor Terekhov has promised that they will endeavour to protect other monuments 

as well. 
 

The Russian regime under Vladimir Putin has long demonstrated barbaric disregard for 

human life, as well as for places of religious and cultural significance.  There may, 

however, be other more sinister motives for the horrific destruction to sites of cultural 

importance that Russia has caused since it began its invasion of Ukraine on 24 February. 

 

https://risu.ua/en/ukrainian-activists-demand-that-the-russian-world-ideologists-led-by-patriarch-kirill-are-sanctioned_n128121
https://bit.ly/3jcIA21
https://t.me/objectivetv/15053
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The Russian regime does not recognize Ukraine’s right to exist, and may well want to 

destroy the country’s rich historical and cultural legacy, especially since this 

demonstrates roots that go back far beyond the emergence of Moscow.  Russian 

politicians and the state media have made almost childish attempts to try to appropriate 

the ancient monument of Chersonese in occupied Crimea as ‘Russian’, while also inflicting 

considerable damage on it, the 16th Century Khan’s Palace (Hansaray) and other places 

of significance in Crimea.  Ukrainians’ valiant residence to the Russian invaders has 

spoiled Russia’s narrative, and it is quite possible that the blanket destruction to Mariupol 

and Kharkiv is, at least in part, prompted by the wish for revenge. 

 
Some of the losses are irretrievable.  Enormous damage was caused to a museum in 

Ivankiv, Kyiv oblast, with some of the works of Ukrainian artist Maria Prymachenko 

totally destroyed. In Mariupol alone, Russian strikes destroyed the Drama Theatre and a 

School of Arts, with both these having also been used to provide residents with shelter 

from the incessant bombing.   

 
While Moscow may well be hoping, through such destruction, to undermine Ukraine’s 

separate identity, the horrific vandalism also gives the lie to all of the excuses that the 

Kremlin has presented for its war against Ukraine.  The claims that it is defending the 

Russian-speaking population and the Orthodox Church are grotesque in the light of the 

systematic destruction of the predominantly Russian-speaking cities of Kharkiv and 

Mariupol, and the huge amount of damage caused to churches, including those which 

are, at least for the moment, still linked with the Moscow Patriarchate.  

 
The claim that the war is aimed at the so-called ‘denazification’ of Ukraine has been 

condemned by Holocaust survivors, the Chief Rabbi of Ukraine and international 

Holocaust remembrance organizations.  It seems particularly cynical given that it is 

Russians who bombed Babyn Yar, site of one of the worst Nazi massacres of Jews; 

another Holocaust memorial in the Kharkiv oblast and who killed Boris Romantschenko, a 

96-year-old Kharkiv resident who had survived four Nazi concentration camps, only to 

die from a Russian missile. 

 
Ukraine’s Ministry of Culture and Information Policy has created a special website for 

documenting war crimes committed by the Russian armed forces against the Ukrainian 

population and sites of cultural heritage.   The material  will, hopefully, be used as 

evidence for criminal prosecution, either under Ukrainian legislation or at the 

International Criminal Court at the Hague.  They invite people to send them information 

and / or photographic and video evidence regarding the damage of protected buildings; 

monuments; places of worship, etc, the plundering of museums, libraries and similar and 

the use of force by the armed forces during the above acts of plunder or destruction. 

  The considerable evidence already amassed can be viewed here in Ukrainian and in 

English (most easily viewed in ‘Gallery’). 
 

Photo: Holy Dormition Cathedral, 1778 in the Kharkiv oblast damaged by Russian shelling 

on 3 March 

 

Odesa Christian, Jewish and Muslim faiths unite for 
Ukraine and against Russian aggression 

By Halya Coynash 

 

https://khpg.org/en/1608810158
https://khpg.org/en/1608810144
https://khpg.org/en/1608810248
https://khpg.org/en/1608810248
https://khpg.org/en/1608810149
https://khpg.org/en/1608810248
https://mkip.notion.site/mkip/7be52d2803994651a23a220a8ed85f1c?v=6ea517f19a8944f9a902a50156656eea
https://mkip.notion.site/mkip/e9a4dfe6aa284de38673efedbe147b51?v=f43ac8780f2543a18f5c8f45afdce5f7
https://mkip.notion.site/mkip/e9a4dfe6aa284de38673efedbe147b51?v=f43ac8780f2543a18f5c8f45afdce5f7
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KHPG (21.03.2022)-  https://bit.ly/3DE0UuF - Representatives of Odesa’s largest 

Christian churches, as well as the Chief Rabbi of Odesa and Deputy Imam have joined 

together in a powerful address in support of peace and against the war that Russia has 

unleashed on Ukraine.  Like the concentrated efforts of Odesa residents to protect the 

city against Russia’s expected attack, the address exposes the lies that Moscow is using 

to try to justify its invasion.  Those who are free do not require ‘liberation’ and the so-

called ‘Russian world’ that Russia is bringing to Ukraine is evil, and a force only of 

destruction.  It is significant that the five include Archpriest Pavlo Poleshchuk from 

the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, which at least for the moment remains linked to the 

Moscow Patriarchate. Although his address is the least openly pro-Ukrainian and / or 

political, his very participation is important given Russian Patriarch Kirill’s fairly open 

support for Russia’s invasion and Russian leader Vladimir Putin’s twisted views about 

Ukraine. 

 

It was Father Pavlo who spoke first, stressing that all nationalities and faiths have always 

lived in harmony in Odesa and the Odesa oblast, and praying for peace and that Odesa 

remains unharmed. 

 

Father Teodor Orobets, Secretary of the Odesa Diocese of the Orthodox Church of 

Ukraine. joins in praying for peace for Ukraine.  Speaking in Ukrainian, he also says the 

following: 

“The free do not need to be freed and liberated. Odesa is a freedom-loving city, as is all 

of Ukraine which lives in peace with all its neighbours.  <> The Russian world that Russia 

brings is not peace, but evil which destroys our cities, villages and kills our people.” 

 

Rabbi Avraham Wolf, Chief Rabbi of Odesa and Southern Ukraine, calls the “Jewish 

community of Odesa an example for many Jewish communities around the world.” 

He says that many rabbis whom he meets are envious of how free the Odesa community 

is. “I am proud that I live in such a city where I can talk in Russian and everybody 

understands me and helps.  This is the most loyal city and country for any national where 

you can freely work and develop.  I pray to the Almighty to send peace to our land, so 

that we can live in peace and harmony”. 

 

Father Oleksandr Smerechynsky from the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church and Chief 

Chaplain for the Naval Forces in Odesa, calls Odesa a big family, where all are very 

different, yet united. “We do not need to be liberated from anything.  We need only to be 

left in peace, to develop our multi-faith, multinational yet united family, a part of 

Ukrainian soil and of the Ukrainian state.  There is no need to liberate us.  Go home!” 

 

Deputy Imam Askar Olegovich Dzhasimov stresses that Ukraine’s Muslims want 

peace for all, and prays to the Creator “to preserve our country, our beloved Ukraine, 

<>  We are all united in the battle with evil, and evil has no nationality. Glory to Ukraine! 

Glory to the Heroes!” 

All of this firmly rejects fundamental elements in Moscow’s narrative about Odesa, 

Ukraine and the supposed reasons for Russia’s invasion.  In 2014, Putin claimed that 

Ukraine’s post-Maidan leaders were ‘fascists’ and anti-Semites, and was vehemently 

contradicted by leading members of Ukraine’s Jewish community.   There were several 

fakes (about alleged discrimination, ‘pogroms’, etc) over the following years which were 

equally swiftly rejected by the relevant communities.  Putin is now claiming that Russia’s 

invasion and the horrific bombing of civilians are aimed at something he calls ‘the 

demilitarization and denazification’ of Ukraine, with the latter claim rejected by the Chief 

Rabbi of Ukraine, by Holocaust survivors, and, now, by the Chief Rabbi of Odesa.    

https://bit.ly/3DE0UuF
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cCyseJyAbdg&t=18s
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The Kremlin has also claimed that Russia is ‘protecting’ Russian-speakers against Kyiv’s 

supposed ‘genocide’, that it is liberating them from a ‘fascist’ junta.  It is not only 

Odesa’s religious figures who roundly reject such myths.  Since the first day of Russia’s 

invasion, the predominantly Russian-speaking residents of Odesa have united in showing 

Moscow and the world that they are Ukrainians who plan to defend their city from the 

Russian aggressor.  Day after day, there have been long chains of volunteers along the 

sea front filling sandbags to block the invaders’ path.  Others have been welding iron 

bars together to block Russian tanks; learning how to use firearms or make Molotov 

cocktails.  Even the Kremlin must have now understand that nobody is about to greet 

invaders as ‘liberators’, and hand them flowers, and that the invading forces will be met 

by barricades, petrol and a huge territorial defence force who will do everything to 

defend Odesa and Ukraine.  

Photo : Odesa is Ukraine in the colours of the Ukrainian flag on sand bags aimed at 

impeding the Russian invaders Photo Mykhailo Shtekel, RFERL 

 

 

Evangelical pastor arrested by Russians in Mariupol 

Release International (21.03.2022)- https://bit.ly/3JKf2Vv - Please pray for the pastor of 

an Evangelical church in the besieged Ukrainian city of Mariupol, who has been arrested 

by Russian forces. 

 

 Alexander Glushko, the pastor of the Mariupol Evangelical Church ‘Light of the World’ 

was arrested at his home a few days ago. A search was made of his house and a diploma 

from the Theological Seminary of Ukraine was found. A Release International partner 

says this is one of the reasons for his arrest. 

 

 ‘According to our information, he has already been taken to the territory previously 

occupied by Russian troops and placed in a prison in the city of Dokuchaevsk, not far 

from Donetsk,’ reported our partner. 

 

 His family has no further information as to his whereabouts and his wife has no right or 

opportunity to see her husband. 

 

 Another pastor of a church near Mariupol has told our partner that he was blacklisted for 

arrest but he managed to escape. However, the church building, where the pastor’s 

family also lived, has been confiscated. 

 

 Our partner continued: ‘I believe that many other pastors of evangelical churches in 

Ukraine, known for their patriotic position, are also included in such a “black list”. This is 

also fully in line with reports that were published before the invasion of the Russian army 

that the “physical liquidation of some religious figures in Ukraine” who openly support 

their government is expected. 

 

 Shortly after the conflict in Ukraine began, “Release International” reported on the way 

Protestant churches in the pro-Russian controlled regions of Ukraine have been subject to 

restrictions on their freedom in recent years. 

 

 Our partner added that many Christians have already fled Mariupol – not only because 

of the current fighting but because of fears of possible persecution for the Evangelical 

faith. 

https://bit.ly/3JKf2Vv
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USCIRF warns of potential for religious oppression in 
Ukraine 

USCIRF (16.03.2022) - https://bit.ly/3Iq9o9k  – The United States Commission on 

International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) is appalled by the incalculable suffering 

already caused by Russia’s brutal invasion of Ukraine, and warns that religious 

communities across Ukraine will likely be targeted with violence and oppression under 

any Russian influence. 

“We are horrified by Russia’s attacks on Ukraine, the senseless loss of life, and the lack 

of respect for human rights. There is a direct relationship between religious freedom 

violations and the dismantling of civil society in and by Russia. The Russian government 

uses distortions of religious history to support its claim that Ukrainians have no 

independent ethno-religious identity or state tradition,” said USCIRF 

Commissioner James W. Carr. “In 2019, the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople 

recognized an independent Orthodox Church of Ukraine, allowing many parishes 

previously under the jurisdiction of Moscow to sever those ties in a move that infuriated 

Russian nationalist sentiments. These parishes and their leadership are in jeopardy if 

Russian control expands.” 

For years, USCIRF has documented Russia’s increasingly authoritarian policy towards 

religion and warned of its troubling implications for Russian society and beyond. 

“In the areas of Ukraine already occupied by Russia in 2014, we have seen the Russian 

government use baseless charges of religious extremism and terrorism to silence dissent, 

justify endless raids and mass arrests, and close religious institutions that do not 

conform to its narrow interpretation of ‘traditional’ religion,” said USCIRF 

Commissioner Khizr Khan. “Indigenous Crimean Tatar Muslims—who oppose the 

Russian occupation of their homeland—are routinely charged with terrorism based on 

their ethno-religious identity rather than any substantive evidence. Many of these 

individuals receive prison sentences of up to 20 years. The Russian government’s 

aggression toward religious freedom is an indicator that much worse will follow, as we 

certainly see a risk of this pattern being repeated as Russia expands into Ukraine.” 

Russian shelling has already damaged numerous religious buildings, including a revered 

16 century Orthodox monastery where close to 1,000 civilians were sheltering, and 

a mosque in Mariupol where 80 civilians were sheltering. Although some Russian 

Orthodox clergy oppose the war, including nearly 300 who signed an open 

letter denouncing it, Russian Orthodox Patriarch Kirill has publicly blessed it and 

provided supposed religious justification. 

USCIRF has documented and explained the Russian government oppression of religious 

freedom in numerous products, including reports on The Anti-cult Movement and 

Religious Regulation in Russia and the Former Soviet Union and Religious 

Freedom Violations in the Republic of Chechnya, and episodes of the USCIRF 

Spotlight podcast, such as Implications of Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine – Part 1: The 

“Denazification” Narrative and Part 2: The Religious Regulation Framework, and 

the Abuses of Traditional Religion in Russia. In its 2021 Annual Report, USCIRF 

again recommended that the U.S. Department of State designate Russia as a Country of 

Particular Concern (CPC) for its systematic, ongoing, and egregious religious freedom 

violations. On November 15, 2021, the State Department implemented this 

recommendation and designated Russia as a CPC for the first time. 

https://bit.ly/3Iq9o9k
http://www.uscirf.gov/
https://www.uscirf.gov/about-uscirf/commissioners/james-w-carr
https://www.uscirf.gov/about-uscirf/commissioners/khizr-khan
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/13/world/europe/monastery-shelling-ukraine.html
https://www.npr.org/2022/03/12/1086271579/russians-shelled-a-mosque-where-80-people-were-sheltering-in-mariupol-ukraine-sa
https://www.washingtonpost.com/religion/2022/03/09/eastern-orthoodox-priests-russia-denounce-invasion-ukraine-their-own-peril/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/religion/2022/03/09/eastern-orthoodox-priests-russia-denounce-invasion-ukraine-their-own-peril/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukraine-invasion-splits-orthodox-church-isolates-russian-patriarch-2022-03-14/
https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/2020%20Anti-Cult%20Update%20-%20Religious%20Regulation%20in%20Russia%20edited.pdf
https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/2020%20Anti-Cult%20Update%20-%20Religious%20Regulation%20in%20Russia%20edited.pdf
https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/2021-10/2021%20Chechnya%20Issue%20Update.pdf
https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/2021-10/2021%20Chechnya%20Issue%20Update.pdf
https://www.uscirf.gov/news-room/uscirf-spotlight/implications-russias-invasion-ukraine-part-1-denazification-narrative
https://www.uscirf.gov/news-room/uscirf-spotlight/implications-russias-invasion-ukraine-part-1-denazification-narrative
https://www.uscirf.gov/news-room/uscirf-spotlight/implications-russias-invasion-ukraine-part-2-religious-regulation
https://www.uscirf.gov/news-room/uscirf-spotlight/abuses-traditional-religion-russia
https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/2021-05/Cuba%20Chapter%20AR2021.pdf
https://www.uscirf.gov/annual-reports?country=64
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/11/29/2021-25923/secretary-of-states-determinations-under-the-international-religious-freedom-act-of-1998-and-frank-r


Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | Ukraine    

 

 

Friends and foes of Ukraine among religious leaders in 
Russia 

 

Russian scholar Roman Lunkin analyzes the attitude of religious leaders about 

the war in Ukraine: Brief ‘rating’ of religious leaders in Russia by degree of 

loyalty to the Special operation in Ukraine. Human Rights Without Frontiers 

calls upon the EU, the US and the UK to extend their sanctions to the Russian 

religious leaders who support the war in Ukraine.  

See Black List 2 below. 

See HRWF Black List 1 here 

 

Russia Religion News (14.03.2022) - The Russian religious studies scholar, sociologist, 

and political scientist Roman Lunkin composed a "brief rating of religious leaders of 

Russia by degree of their loyalty to the special operation in Ukraine," the Christian 

megaportal inVictory reports, citing the Facebook account of the author. 

  

As Lunkin observed, the list includes those whom he noticed and recalled. 

  

Direct support 

  

Director of Ecclesiastical Assembly of Muslims of Russia, Albir Krganov; 

Supreme mufti of the Central Ecclesiastical Board of Muslims of Russia, Talgat 

Tadzhuddin; 

Chairman of the Ecclesiastical Board of Muslims of the republic of Tatarstam, Kamil 

Samigullin; 

Mufti of Bashkiria, Ainur Birgalin; 

Patriarch of Moscow and all-Rus Kirill (from 11 March, when explanations of the conflict 

were stated in a letter to the World Council of Churches); 

Metropolitan of the Russian Orthodox Old-ritualist Church Kornily; 

Protestant bishop of the Russian Churches of Christians of Evangelical Faith, Pavel 

Zhelnovakov (Izhevsk); 

Pastor of a protestant church in Kostroma, Andrei Gusev; 

Orthodox historian and publicist Feliks Razumovsky; 

Orthodox historian and publicist, priest Ilia Soloviev; 

  

Between a call for peace and direct support 

  

Bishop Sergei Riakhovsky, head of Pentecostal union of the Russian Affiliated Council of 

Christian of Evangelical Faith, member of the Public Chamber of the R.F. 

  

Calls for peace only 

  

Head of the Ecclesiastical Board of Muslims of the R.F., Ravil Gainutdin; 

Chairman of the Ecclesiastical Board of Muslims of Crimea and Sevastopol, Emirali 

Ablaev; 

Archbishop of Evangelical Lutheran Church of Russia, Ditrikh Brauer; 

Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ingria, Ivan Laptev; 

Rector of the Moscow Theological Institute, Sergei Yastrzhemsky; 

Pastor of Church of Embassy of Jesus in Nizhny Novgorod; 

Conference of Catholic Bishops of Russia and Archbishop Pavel Petstsi ; 

Prayer for peace by Bishop Nikolai Dubinin; 

Baptist pastor Evgeny Bakhmutsky (Moscow); 

https://hrwf.eu/russia-russian-religious-leaders-and-movements-to-be-sanctioned-black-list-1/
https://www.invictory.org/news/society/31797-kratkij-rejting-religioznyh-liderov-rf-po-stepeni-ih-loyalnosti-k-spetsoperatsii-na-ukraine
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Head of Buddhist Traditional Sangkha of Russia, Pandito Khambo Lama Damba Aiusheev; 

  

Detailed active position for cessation of the conflict 

  

Chief rabbi of Russia, Berl Lazar; 

Head of the Union of Baptists of Russia, Petr Mitskevich (he is also head of the Union of 

Baptists of the whole Eurasian space, Transcauasus, and Central Asia); 

Bishop of Pentecostal Union of the Russian Church of Christians of Evangelical Faith, 

Eduard Grabovenko; 

286 priests of the Russian Orthodox Church (appeal on 1 March 2022); 

  

Against the military operation and condemnation of Russia and Russian 

Orthodox Church 

  

Protestant opposition figures, Baptists Yury Sipko and Aleksei Markevich; 

Orthodox activists and opposition figures Sergei Chapnin and Konstantin Eggert; 

Pastor Albert Ratkin of the video channel Vsgliad s Nebesnoi; 

Pastor of the "New Life" church in Ekaterinburg, Viktor Sudakov; 

Archdeacon Andrei Kuraev. 

  

Appeal to fellow countrymen by evangelical ministers of 3 March 2022  

(as Aleksei Markevich notes, it was signed by about 500 persons, but it is impossible to 

confirm this now, since all signatures were secret inasmuch as, unlike the Orthodox 

appeal, the protestants essentially accused the Russian Federation of aggression). 

Apparently only the signatures of the principal signatories are public: 

 

Yuri Ilchenko, Khabarovsk; 

Evgeny Kokora, Novorossiisk; 

Andrei Kravtsev, Nalchik; 

Roman Nosach, St. Petersburg; 

Aleksei Markevich, Moscow; 

Pavel Togobitsky, Berdsk; 

Viktor Fast, Solnechnyi; 

Igor Shaifulin, Novosibirsk; 

Mikhail Cherniavsky, Khabarovsk. 

  

(tr. by PDS, posted 20 March 2022) 

  

Photo: War ruins in Ukraine / Getty Images 

 

 

Ukraine War: The role of the Orthodox Churches 

About 75% of Russians and 60% of Ukrainians profess to be Orthodox 

Christians. How are their churches responding to the war? 
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Patriarch Kyrill (left) has publicly given his support to the war 

 

DW (09.03.2022) - https://bit.ly/3DgR8yr - Russia's war of aggression against Ukraine is 

driving a wedge into the Orthodox Church. While the head of the Russian Orthodox 

Church, Patriarch Kirill, has justified the war in Moscow, it has been condemned in the 

Ukrainian Orthodox churches, as well as by some priests in Russia. 

 

"The Moscow Patriarchate had been silent about the war for a long time," explains 

Thomas Bremer in a video interview with DW. The professor of ecumenical theology, 

eastern European church studies and peace research at the University of Münster adds 

that this position has now changed with Patriarch Kirill, who presents Vladimir Putin's war 

as a legitimate resistance to Western values in his sermons in Moscow. 

 

"He bases this on gay pride parades," explains Bremer, "which he claims were intended 

to be imposed on the Donbass." 

 

In keeping with Putin's line and in accordance with the president's ban on reporting on 

the war or even calling it as such, the patriarch also did not use the word "war" for the 

invasion of Ukraine but spoke of "events" and "military actions." 

 

https://www.dw.com/en/ukraine-war-the-role-of-the-orthodox-churches/a-61063614
https://www.dw.com/en/ukraine-war-the-role-of-the-orthodox-churches/a-61063614
https://bit.ly/3DgR8yr
https://www.dw.com/en/montenegro-tensions-erupt-over-serbian-church-leaders/a-59087415
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The independent Orthodox Church of Ukraine (OKU) is led by Metropolitan Epiphanius 

 

Religious diversity in Ukraine 

 

While the Russian Orthodox Church is the primary church in Russia, Ukraine is 

characterized by religious diversity. Orthodox Christianity has had a turbulent history in 

Ukraine, especially since Ukrainian independence from the Soviet Union in 1991. 

 

Currently, two Orthodox churches exist in Ukraine. One is the independent Orthodox 

Church of Ukraine (OKU), led by Metropolitan Epiphanius. This church was recognized by 

Bartholomew I in Istanbul, who is considered the "spiritual leader" of the approximately 

260 million Orthodox Christians worldwide. 

 

On the other hand, there is the Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOK), which is an 

autonomous church within the Russian Orthodox Church and has not often expressed 

itself politically in the past. 

 

What is the position of the Orthodox churches in Ukraine? 

 

Each of the two Orthodox churches in Ukraine has referred to the "war" by name and 

condemned it emphatically, Bremer said in an interview with DW. He added that while 

the OKU's reaction was to be expected anyway, even the patriarch of the UOK, which is 

after all a part of the Russian Orthodox Church, had spoken of an "invasion" of Ukraine 

on the very first day of the war and called on Putin to end it. 

 

"The synod of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church even called on the patriarch in Moscow to 

use his influence on Putin and work for peace," Bremer notes. "But that was left out of 

the coverage in Russia. The horrors of war are not visible there at all." 

 

Will there be a split in the church? 

 

According to Bremer, the Moscow patriarch's failure to speak out for peace has led to 

many bishops of the UOK in Ukraine giving instructions to stop mentioning his name in 

prayer, as is customary. Even in northeastern Ukraine, on the Russian border, that is the 

case, he says. "In the church, this shows a great movement away from Moscow," Bremer 

https://www.dw.com/en/ukraine-war-the-role-of-the-orthodox-churches/a-61063614
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https://www.dw.com/en/romania-orthodox-church-washes-its-hands-of-babys-baptism-death/a-56513955
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analyzes. The Moscow patriarch has lost the trust of his brethren in Ukraine — and with it 

many practicing believers in the country, he said. He explained that about 12,000 of 

38,000 parishes of the Russian Orthodox Church are in Ukraine and are part of the UOK: 

that is, almost one-third. 

 

 
Bartholomew I is the ecumenical patriarch of the Eastern Orthodox church and its 

approximately 260 million followers 

 

Resistance also stirring in Russian Orthodox Church 

 

In early March, Russian Orthodox clergy and priests published an open letter calling for 

an end to the war. Written in Russian, the letter reads: "We, the priests and deacons of 

the Russian Orthodox Church, appeal on our own behalf to all in whose name the 

fratricidal war in Ukraine will end and call for reconciliation and an immediate ceasefire." 

 

They spoke of the "ordeal to which our brothers and sisters in Ukraine are undeservedly 

subjected" and referring to the future added, "We are saddened to think of the gulf that 

our children and grandchildren in Russia and Ukraine will have to bridge to become 

friends again, to respect and love one another." As of March 8, 2022, 286 priests and 

deacons have signed the letter. 

 

"This is very courageous," Bremer says of these clerics, who make up a relatively small 

group out of around 36,000 priests in the Russian Orthodox Church. But they are now 

being subjected to reprisals and persecution by the Russian authorities and the Federal 

Secret Service (FSB), Bremer adds. 

 

'Russian Orthodox' as a cultural identity 

 

Professing to being part of the Orthodox Church in Russia can be both a religious as well 

as cultural affiliation. "There are people in Russia who call themselves Orthodox, but at 

the same time say they don't believe in God," Bremer explains. "This is also a matter 

of identity." 

 

Orthodox Christianity is historically closely linked to Russia, the theologian elaborates, 

and Vladimir Putin is taking advantage of that. In a speech justifying "military actions" in 

https://www.dw.com/en/russian-meddling-in-greece-divides-traditional-orthodox-allies/a-44948712
https://www.dw.com/en/ukraine-war-the-role-of-the-orthodox-churches/a-61063614
https://www.dw.com/en/ukraine-war-the-role-of-the-orthodox-churches/a-61063614
https://www.dw.com/en/germanys-russian-community-faces-harassment-and-hostility/a-61055867
https://www.dw.com/en/germanys-russian-community-faces-harassment-and-hostility/a-61055867
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Ukraine, for example, he even referred to the religious dimension when he falsely spoke 

of Russian Orthodox church members being persecuted in Ukraine. 

 

Both Orthodox churches in Ukraine have rejected this narrative. What impact the war 

would have on the Orthodox Church, Bremer said, would depend on its further course — 

and who would win the war. Should Russia take Ukraine, it would mean the end of the 

independent Ukrainian Orthodox Churches (UOK), he predicts. 

 

But the Russian Orthodox Church would already have lost many believers in Ukraine, and 

perhaps also some in Russia. 

 

 

This article was originally written in German. 

 

The end of unity: How the Russian Orthodox Church lost 
Ukraine 

 
Regina Elsner, a researcher at the Centre for East European and International Studies 

(ZOiS). 

 

ZOiS (03.03.2022) - Since the end of the Soviet Union, dozens of theologians and 

scholars of religion elaborated on the complicated relationship within the church 

community of the so-called Holy Rus’. The Moscow Patriarchate defines its territory of 

spiritual responsibility in the borders of the Soviet Union—except for the old churches of 

Armenia and Georgia. The core of this spiritual community is Kyiv as the place of baptism 

of Rus’ in 988 and Moscow as the residency of the head of the church, today Patriarch 

Kirill. Bitter as it is, the territory of the Soviet Union was always closer to the 

ecclesiastical understanding of this sacred territory than the Russian Federation and its 

independent neighbor states, and the Russian Orthodox Church made comprehensive 

theological, historiographical, and political efforts to design the unity of the people in a 

new way. 

As in other places of the world, national independence has finally caused the 

establishment of an independent Orthodox Church in Ukraine. However, it was not 

Moscow as mother-church to release the Ukrainian Orthodoxy in its independence, 

because that would have questioned the unity of the one tradition. For three decades, 

the Moscow Patriarchate succeeded in its concept of spiritual unity by underlining its 

respect for national sovereignty. This was a balancing act, but most Ukrainian Orthodox 

and global Orthodoxy committed to this concept and refused to acknowledge the self-

proclaimed Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Kyivan Patriarchate in 1992. 

https://www.dw.com/en/correspondents-perspectives-dw-reports-after-airstrikes-in-lviv/a-61027532
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://talkabout.iclrs.org/2022/03/03/the-end-of-unity/
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://talkabout.iclrs.org/2022/03/03/the-end-of-unity/
https://talkabout.iclrs.org/regina-elsner/
https://talkabout.iclrs.org/2022/03/03/the-end-of-unity/
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The concept started to fail when, simultaneously, the Moscow Patriarchate strengthened 

its ideology of a common Orthodox civilization united by a conservative set of values and, 

on the other side, Ukrainian society engaged increasingly in European integration. During 

the first Maidan, or “Orange Revolution” in 2004, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 

Moscow Patriarchate (UOC-MP) managed to handle the diverging claims from Russia and 

the West mainly due to the conservative agenda of the ruling elites in Ukraine. The 

second Maidan in 2014, the “Revolution of Dignity” with its clear pro-European political 

stance, however, challenged the attitude of unity seriously, as did the annexation of 

Crimea and the war in Donbas, the violation of the national borders of Ukraine by Russia. 

To maintain the reality of unity, the reaction of the Russian Orthodox Church was a slight 

yet effective shift in its ideology. Since 2014, the ideology of the “Russian World” ceased 

from official ecclesiastical statements as the church tried to avoid being equated to 

Russia’s imperial claims on sovereign nations. As a new frame, the defense of persecuted 

Christians evolved. With this concept, the Moscow Patriarchate not only legitimated 

Russia’s participation in the war in Syria and paramilitary activities in Africa. It also used 

the human rights framework to justify these state actions and its involvement in the 

territory of other Orthodox Churches. Since 2018, the Moscow Patriarchate systematically 

supplemented its concept of persecuted Christians in Ukraine with a 

massive campaign concerning violent attacks on property and believers of the Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church. 

 

Granted, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patriarchate had to face massive 

social and media pressure due to its remaining ties with the church of the aggressor 

state, suffering violent attacks and misleading legal initiatives like the draft law on 

renaming the church. These are cases of undermining religious freedom. The church 

vanished in the public discourse in Ukraine, trapped between its spiritual bonds with 

Moscow and its Ukrainian identity. Unfortunately, the Russian Orthodox Church refused 

to acknowledge both. While the Ukrainian Metropolitan Onufry became silent on almost 

all social and political issues in Ukraine to avoid new accusations, the Russian church 

leadership enforced its spiritual and socio-cultural claims on Ukraine. The discourse about 

the spiritual unity of Holy Rus’, meaning Russia, Belarus, and Ukraine, increased to 

counter the engagement of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. It reached the level of negating 

the Ukrainian identity of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church as a whole. After years of trying 

to keep the balance, the ROC joined the state propaganda about Ukraine as an inherent 

part of Russian identity and space of influence. 

When the escalation of the full-fledged war in Ukraine was inevitable, the religious world 

watched the Moscow Patriarchate turn its back to Ukraine. When analyzing the reaction 

of Patriarch Kirill, the different meanings of words said and not said should be recognized 

because they will serve as a point of reference in future talks about the role of the church 

in this war. On the one side, the Patriarch and other speakers for the church 

(Metropolitan Hilarion, chair of the external office; Vladimir Legojda, head of the 

information department) demand peace, a dialogue for all conflicting sides, and a prayer 

for peace. In all statements on Ukraine, they also refer to the unity of the Christians in 

Ukraine, Belarus, and Russia and to the special responsibility of the Moscow Patriarchate 

for these regions. Metropolitan Hilarion claimed several days before the invasion that 

“War is not a method of solving the accumulated political problems.” 

 

This quote now is used as a sign of dissent to the war within the ROC; however, the main 

focus of Hilarion in this interview is accusing the West of sharpening the “accumulated 

political problems,” and his commitment against war remains in general terms. The 

Patriarch did not contradict the words of “persecuted Christians,” which Putin used to 

justify his war against Ukraine on 21 February 2022. Until 4 March, neither the Patriarch 

nor any other speaker of the ROC used the word war to describe the situation in Ukraine. 

When monitoring the news on the website of the Moscow Patriarchate since 21 February, 

http://orthodoxru.eu/index.php?content=article&category=news&id=2018-12-14-1&lang=en
https://mospat.ru/en/news/88917/
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there are more reports about the activities of the ROC in Africa than about the situation 

in Ukraine, not counting several unconfirmed hints of alleged Ukrainian violence against 

churches of the UOC-MP, legitimizing armed acts of “defense.” There are no reports or 

pictures about the massive destruction of Ukrainian cities and cultural sites and no links 

to the statements by the hierarchy from the UOC-MP. 

 

On the other side, we have to take into account the open support of the Russian military 

one day before the outbreak of war, when Russian armed forces were already arranged 

at the border to Ukraine in Russia and Belarus. On 23 February, Patriarch Kirill 

congratulated the heads of the Russian government on the occasion of the Day of the 

Defenders of the Fatherland, a Soviet tradition of glorifying veterans and male armed 

power. In his speech on that day, he said, 

 

We live in peaceful times, but we know that even in peacetime there are threats. 

Unfortunately, even at the moment, there are threats—everyone is familiar with what is 

happening on the borders of our Fatherland. Therefore, I think that our military 

personnel cannot have any doubts that they have chosen a very correct path in their 

lives. Because by following this path, you are protecting the people even without any 

military action. The strength of the Armed Forces, the might of the Russian army is 

already a weapon that protects our people. But in order for these weapons to be taken 

seriously by those who have bad intentions, the Armed Forces of our country must 

always be on alert. 

Finally, in his sermon on 27 February, after ensuring his awareness of the “difficult 

circumstances encountered today by the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Moscow 

Patriarchate,” the Patriarch stated, 

 

It must not be allowed to give the dark and hostile external forces an occasion to laugh 

at us; we should do everything to preserve peace between our peoples while protecting 

our common historical Motherland against every outside action that can destroy this 

unity. 

He said this, remarkably, on the fifth day of heavy shelling of Russian arms on the 

peaceful—Orthodox—civilians in Ukraine. This implies the prolongation of the narrative 

that the violence is provoked by the West and justified as a defense. It is a scandalous 

ignorance of the situation of the people in Ukraine, which he claims to defend, a 

deliberate reversal of perpetrator and victim, and it is in open support of the ideology of 

the murderous regime. This statement marks a final split between Russian and Ukrainian 

Orthodoxy, even if this split is not a canonical one. This split, however, is not demanded 

or intended by the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, whose bishops and priests appealed to 

Moscow for support in naming the reality. This split is performed by the Moscow 

Patriarchate itself through the refusal to take pastoral responsibility for its flock. Such a 

situation is unique in the history of Orthodoxy and will provoke further theological and 

canonical debates within global Orthodoxy. To be clear, praying for peace is, without 

doubt, an important instrument of the church to impact conflict dynamics. When at the 

same time they neglect the very fact of war and its victims and warmongers, these 

prayers become false and dangerous. 

 

The Donbass forgotten in invasion of Ukraine 

by Vladimir Rozanskij 

 

AsiaNews (03.03.2022) - https://bit.ly/34sWOIs - It was the point of tension 

between Kiev and Moscow before the Russian attack. Since the Russian 

http://www.patriarchia.ru/db/text/5903402.html
https://mospat.ru/en/news/89032/
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annexation of Crimea in 2014, Ukraine has garnered a true sense of national 

unity. Ukrainian army cleansed of out-of-control militias in Donbass. The 

Kremlin will not easily achieve victory. 

 

 
 

The war is raging all over Ukraine, Russian troops are storming the big cities and heading 

for Kiev, to finally crush the Ukrainian capital with the entire leadership barricaded in led 

by President Volodymyr Zelenskyj. At this point the fate of the Donbass is of little 

concern, despite only a week ago being flagged as the critical point of confrontation 

between Russians and Ukrainians, while in reality it has always been a peripheral area 

used by the Russians as a pretext to justify the war and the invasion of the whole 

country. 

 

The Donbass region has a certain symbolic value, because it harks back to the time of 

Russia's liberation from the Tatar yoke in 1380, when the prince of Moscow managed to 

achieve the first victory over the Asian invaders at the battle of Kulikovo, near the Don 

river. That is why Prince Dmitry was called "Donskoj", and the whole Don region has 

remained a sacred place symbolic of the courage and identity of Holy Russia rising as a 

nation called to save the whole world. 

 

It is not surprising that such a mystical idea lies at the heart of the Russian offensive in 

the land of the decisive confrontation between East and West, from medieval times to the 

present day. Yet it seemed that this was a 'defensive operation' focused on the Donbass, 

tormented by eight years of 'hybrid war', and that Tsar Putin 'the Terrible' could be 

content to associate the republics of Lugansk and Donetsk with the annexed Crimea. It 

had already happened 14 years ago with Georgia's pro-Russian republics of Abkhazia and 

North Ossetia. 

 

In Meduza, humanitarian activist Varvara Pakhomenko retraced the steps of these long 

years in the area of the mouth of the Don, where the Donets tributary, which gives its 

name to one of the two separatist republics, also flows. For eight years the hybrid war 

has alternated between moments of great tension and relatively quiet periods, and in 

February of this year everything seemed fairly stable, until Putin launched the campaign 

of "de-Nazification and de-Militarisation" of the region and the whole of Ukraine, as it is 

https://www.asianews.it/files/img/UKR_RUS_Donb_bis.png
https://www.asianews.it/files/img/UKR_RUS_Donb_bis.png
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officially called by the Kremlin, which forbids the press from talking about "war" or 

"invasion". 

 

The Russian recognition of the independence of Donetsk and Lugansk on 24 February, 

which coincided with the start of Moscow's offensive, has left all the inhabitants of the 

area rather perplexed: what borders did Putin and the Duma's proclamation refer to? For 

years, the two regions have been disputed between the local and Ukrainian authorities, 

who accuse each other of being 'occupiers'. It was clear that the uncertainty of the 

borders led directly to a widening of military action, even though no one, not even in the 

Donbass, was thinking of a total invasion. 

 

Parkhomenko says he has worked with the Ukrainian military in recent years on behalf of 

various humanitarian organisations, with training in international humanitarian law and 

the defence of the peaceful population. "I have seen how this army has changed, it has 

become much more professional and motivated, and I don't think the Russians will easily 

come to victory," Varvara explains, "the whole Ukrainian army has rotated through the 

Donbass more than once." 

 

Since 2017, the various volunteer battalions have been integrated into Ukraine's official 

armed forces, and a very sophisticated coordination system has been designed to 

prepare for the worst.  

 

The fighters who carried out spontaneous and out-of-control actions in the Donbass in 

recent years have been detained and called to account in court, and it does not seem 

likely that the Russians will actually succeed in taking control of the territory. 

 

In these eight years Ukraine has learned to feel like a truly united nation, something that 

had not been possible in eight centuries of history, or even in the 20 years following the 

collapse of the Soviet Union. The Donbass is a highly urbanised and advanced region; 

although pro-Russian sentiments prevail, it is by no means a foregone conclusion, 

however, that it will lie quietly in Mother Russia's embrace, as was the case with Crimea. 

The events of the war may come to a favourable conclusion for Moscow, but the lives of 

the Ukrainians will not be in their hands. 

 

Orthodox united against Putin 

Even the Orthodox Church in communion with the Patriarchate of Moscow called 

Ukrainians to resistance, comparing the Russian President to Cain. 

 

By Massimo Introvigne 

 

Bitter Winter (02.03.2022) - https://bit.ly/3K3ye02 - There is a religious aspect in the 

war in Ukraine, and some of its features are surprising and paradoxical. Others are not. 

In his first speech to the nation in which he announced the armed intervention, Putin 

evoked the link between the “Russian world” and the Orthodox Church led by the 

Patriarch of Moscow. He also offered as evidence of Western conspiracies in Ukraine the 

fact that in 2018 the Ukrainian Orthodox Church broke away from the Moscow 

Patriarchate and joined the other major world Orthodox jurisdiction, the Ecumenical 

Patriarchate of Constantinople, which is based in Istanbul, the ancient Constantinople. 

Not all Ukrainian Orthodox accepted this decision. Some remained with the Patriarch of 

Moscow in the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patriarchate. Putin stated that 

these Ukrainian Orthodox in communion with Moscow are being persecuted by the 

https://bit.ly/3K3ye02
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majority Ukrainian Orthodox Church and the government, and that one of the goals of his 

troops is to end the persecution. 

About sixty percent of Ukrainians adhere to the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in 

communion with the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople. A figure variously estimated 

at fifteen to twenty percent are part of the Church in communion with the Patriarch of 

Moscow. It should not be forgotten that there are also Catholics in Ukraine: over four 

million, a little less than ten percent of the population. They follow the Greek rite, 

meaning they have different traditions, canon law, and liturgical practices, but remain in 

full communion with the Holy See. There is also a significant minority of Catholics 

following the Latin rite. 

To complete the map of Ukrainian Christians, there are almost ten thousand Protestant 

communities. There are also over nine hundred Kingdom Halls of the Jehovah’s 

Witnesses and the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, popularly known as the 

Mormon Church, has some forty congregations and one of its temples is in Kiev. 

Of some relevance to understanding the war is also the religious situation in Russia. Here 

in polls over 60% of the population claims to be part of the Orthodox Church of the 

Moscow Patriarchate. However, this figure includes many who are rarely or never active 

in church activities, and the Moscow Patriarchate views with concern its loss of influence 

among the younger generations. Invited by political authorities or the Patriarchate itself, 

I was a speaker in several conferences in Russia on the causes of this phenomenon. My 

impression is that there are causes common to most European countries, which have 

been hit by more or less aggressive waves of secularization, and a cause specific to 

Russia, where many consider the Moscow Patriarchate to look too often like a public 

relations agency for Putin, a sort of “ministry of religion” of the regime. 

Many Orthodox bishops, however, do not accept this analysis, which would require some 

self-criticism on their part. They attribute their problems to the aggressive competition of 

religions and “cults” imported from the West, whose numbers, however, are relatively 

small and statistically cannot explain the hemorrhage of active members that has hit the 

Patriarchate. 

The more conservative bishops believe that this is part of a diabolical plan of the United 

States and the European Union to destroy the Orthodox soul of Russia. They have 

entered into an even closer alliance with the Putin regime, guaranteeing it unconditional 

support and receiving in exchange economic help in various official and unofficial forms, 

and restrictive laws to get rid of competition. They have led, among other things, to 

outlaw Jehovah’s Witnesses, who are the victims of a ruthless policy of arrests and 

violence condemned by all international institutions. 

The same Russian Orthodox bishops perceived the move of the majority of Ukrainian 

Orthodox devotees from the Patriarchate of Moscow to that of Constantinople, which was 

largely due to the political crisis between Ukraine and Russia following the invasion of 

Crimea, as a wound caused by the usual American and European conspiracies. In Putin’s 

pseudo-republics of Donetsk and Luhansk, i.e. in the areas of Eastern Ukraine controlled 

by pro-Russian separatists, laws explicitly recognize the national character of the 

Orthodox Church in communion with the Patriarchate of Moscow, discriminating against 

the one in communion with the Patriarch of Constantinople and against other Christian 

and non-Christian communities. Some academic observers have called Donetsk and 

Luhansk “Orthodox mini-theocracies.” 

https://bitterwinter.org/donetsk-and-luhansk-denying-religious-liberty/
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It is therefore not surprising that Putin, by invading Ukraine, presented himself as the 

champion of the Russian Orthodox Church. He also presented the conflict as a religious 

war, one of whose objectives is to bring back all Ukrainian Orthodox into the fold of the 

Moscow Patriarchate. In recent years, after all, Putin has increasingly resorted to the old 

Russian rhetoric of Moscow as the “Third Rome,” the only Rome left standing after the 

fall of ancient Rome (which for Putin’s ideologues is also the moral fall of contemporary 

Western Christianity) and of Constantinople, thus the only remaining bastion of world 

Christianity. 

Nor is it surprising that the Patriarch of Moscow remained silent for a long time and then 

made statements that were presented in the West as a call to peace but in Russia and 

Ukraine were interpreted, perhaps correctly, as expressing an ambiguous position and 

avoiding any criticism of Putin’s actions. It is also not surprising that some of the 

harshest words about this crisis have been spoken against Putin, calling the Ukrainian 

people to resistance, by Metropolitan Epiphanius, primate of the Ukrainian Orthodox 

Church in communion with Constantinople, and Patriarch Sviatoslav Shevchuk, head of 

the Greek Catholic Church, that is, of the vast majority of Ukrainian Catholics. Patriarch 

Shevchuk’s statements contrasted with the much more cautious position of the Vatican, 

which is concerned with not jeopardizing its ecumenical relations with the Patriarch of 

Moscow, while also keeping those with the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople—which 

looks like a difficult exercise. 

But there is something surprising. Very surprising indeed. It is the fact that the Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patriarchate, i.e., according to Putin, the very Church 

that Russian troops went to defend in Ukraine against the “persecution” of the majority 

Orthodox Church and the government, not only did not support the invasion but took a 

very tough stance against it. Metropolitan Onuphrius (Onufriy) of Kiev, primate of the 

Moscow-connected Church, said it is time for Ukrainians to put aside religious 

differences and unite to resist the invader. Onuphrius said that Putin is repeating “the sin 

of Cain,” who killed his brother Abel, that the invasion “has no excuses,” and that the 

Orthodox in communion with the Moscow Patriarchate must also offer their “special love 

and support to our soldiers who stand guard and protect and defend our land and our 

people. May God bless and guard them!” Note that this is a church including a majority of 

Russian-speaking Ukrainians, giving the lie to the theory that Russian-speaking 

Ukrainians support the invasion. 

Apart from a few local Orthodox figures sold out or terrorized by the bloodthirsty 

hierarchs of the pseudo-republics of Donetsk and Luhansk, there is no Christian church or 

authority in Ukraine today that supports Putin. If the aggression aimed at further dividing 

the Christians of Ukraine into anti-Russians and pro-Russians, it has on the contrary 

united them in the execration of the Kremlin’s “Cain”. 

Photo : He compared Putin to Cain: Metropolitan Onuphrius (Onufriy) of Kiev, head of the 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patriarchate. Credits. 

 

https://bitterwinter.org/ukrainian-greek-catholic-church-putin-and-peace/
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/in-ukraine-such-a-war-has-no-excuse-neither-from-god-nor-from-people
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/in-ukraine-such-a-war-has-no-excuse-neither-from-god-nor-from-people
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Onufriy_(Berezovsky)_(cropped).jpg
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Priests of the Russian Orthodox Church call for 
reconciliation and ending the war 

RFE/RL (01.03.2022) - https://bit.ly/36Vg0Q5 - “Representatives of the clergy of the 

Russian Orthodox Church called for an end to the war in Ukraine by addressing "everyone 

on whom it depends." In an open appeal, priests and deacons write that the "brotherly 

war" will lead to the abyss of relations between Russians and Ukrainians, and declare 

their grief for the test to which "our brothers and sisters in Ukraine have been 

undeservedly subjected." 

 

The appeal is distributed online on March 1. At the time of publication, it was signed by 

more than 130 people. It emphasizes that signatories apply "on their own behalf", that 

is, not on behalf of the church - this prohibits canon law for priests. In the text, the 

authors write that they want "the return of all soldiers - both Russian and Ukrainian - to 

their homes." "We respect God-given human freedom and believe that the people of 

Ukraine should make their choice on their own, not at the gunpoint, without pressure 

from the West or the East," the appeal reads. 

 

The text appeared against the background of growing intra-church criticism of the 

Primate of the Russian Orthodox Church, Patriarch Kirill (Gundyaev). He is accused of not 

expressing a sufficiently clear anti-war position after the outbreak of the war in Ukraine. 

At the time of publication of the news, there was not a single mention of the war on the 

main page of the Moscow Patriarchate website. 

 

Against this background, a statement by priests appeared on the website of the Sumy 

diocese, located in the heart of the historical ROC, that they stop commemorating the 

patriarch during church services. In church language, this actually means that priests do 

not recognize it as part of the church. "We are forced to admit with particular sorrow that 

in these terrible days His Holiness Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and All Russia did not 

condemn the aggressive actions of the Russian authorities," their address reads. 

 

They stressed that they continue to consider themselves part of the Russian Orthodox 

Church of the Moscow Patriarchate, which is part of the Russian Orthodox Church, 

and expressed support for its Primate, Metropolitan Onufry (Berezovsky), who 

condemned the aggression. 

 

Stop the war.” 

 

 

List of signatories here (Automatic update) 

194 as of 1 March 2022 

 

Priests and deacons of the Russian Orthodox Church who wish to sign the letter can 

write to russianpriestsforpeace@gmail.com 

 

Ukrainian and Russian Orthodox priests against the war  

In many Ukrainian churches of the Moscow Patriarchate, the name of Patriarch 

Kirill was not mentioned during Sunday liturgies. The Moscow Orthodox 

hierarchy allegedly did not approve of the invasion. From the conflict a possible 

push for the reunion of all the Churches of Ukraine. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1yOGuXjdFQ1A3BQaEEQr744cwDzmSQ1qePaaBi4z6q3w/viewform?edit_requested=true
http://portal-pravoslavie.sumy.ua/novini-eparhii/sumska-eparhiya-upc-pripinyae-molitovne-pominannya-moskovskogo-patriarha.html
https://www.svoboda.org/a/predstoyatelj-upts-mp-prosim-putina-prekratitj-bratoubiystvennuyu-voynu/31720820.html
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1yOGuXjdFQ1A3BQaEEQr744cwDzmSQ1qePaaBi4z6q3w/viewform?edit_requested=true
mailto:russianpriestsforpeace@gmail.com
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by Vladimir Rozanskij 

AsiaNews (28.02.2022) - https://bit.ly/36ZP0Pz - The Russian war against Ukraine is 

putting a severe strain on the Orthodox Christian faith, to which both peoples in the 

conflict belong. In many Ukrainian Orthodox Churches belonging to the patriarchate of 

Moscow, the name of Patriarch Kirill was not recalled during Sunday liturgies, causing 

many faithful to turn away from the Russian Church. 

The Metropolitan of the autocephalous Church Epifanyj (Dumenko) appealed to 

Kirill to intercede with President Putin to stop the war. The Patriarch of Moscow, in turn, 

issued an appeal for "the Lord to protect Russian land", specifying that he was referring 

to "Kievan Rus', from which Russia, Ukraine and Belarus originated". 

The website Meduza.ru has gathered the testimony of several priests divided on the 

military operations, but united in their ecclesial belonging. Proto-priest Nikolai Bandurin 

is parish priest in the church in the village of Andreevo-Melentevo in the Rostov region, 

bordering the Donbass, 30 kilometres from the most disputed border.  In his opinion, "it 

was time for some order in Ukraine, President Putin is right... God is with us, and He 

loves everyone, we must pray and hope that everything will go well". 

Protoierej Aleksej Uminskij, on the other hand, is the parish priest of the Holy Trinity 

Church in Moscow's Khokhly ("Ukrainians'") district, and says he cannot support his 

country's military actions. "I pray for peace, I pray that all this ends as soon as possible, 

and that as few people as possible suffer from it". 

Fr. Aleksej quotes the words of Moscow Patriarch Kirill (Gundjaev) and the Russian 

Metropolitan of Kiev Onufryj (Berezovskij), who called the Russian invasion a "fratricidal 

war... our hierarchy has not approved this military action at all, it is a tragedy without 

justification or explanation". Uminsky notes with regret that 'there is a strong division 

among the people with respect to the war, it is a war among us, even among those who 

come to church and take communion at the one chalice'. 

The Orthodox Church in Russia is very disoriented, while in Ukraine the people are 

rallying around their pastors in the face of aggression. Protoierej Aleksej Pelevin, who 

directs the charitable sector of the eparchy of Kaluga, in southern Russia, recalls the 

words of the Gospel: "There is no greater love than to give one's life for one's friends". 

He maintains that each Russian soldier fulfils this commandment, and the Church "has 

always blessed those who put themselves at the service of the defence of their 

homeland: we pray for all our soldiers, as the liturgical litanies also prescribe, in Ukraine 

as in Syria and throughout the world". Fr Aleksej tries to welcome refugees from 

Donbass, as Patriarch Kirill has recommended. 

Fr. Aleksandr Satomsky, on the other hand, looks after the Church of the Epiphany in 

Yaroslavl, central Russia, and does not intend to expound his thoughts on the ongoing 

war, "because it could divide people, and division is the work of the devil, but I know that 

for God there are no useless people, and Jesus went up on the cross for everyone, 

without looking at who is right and who is wrong.... we pray that the light of reason 

triumphs!". 

The Metropolitan of Belgorod, Ioann (Popov), who leads his Church in a region 

bordering Ukraine, says that "when there is a war, priests should only pray for peace. We 

do not understand what happens, and in these cases we must pray that God enlightens 

our minds, that love wins and peace is restored... there will never be love as long as we 

continue to destroy one another". 

https://bit.ly/36ZP0Pz
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The Metropolitan recalled that the Orthodox liturgy prays for "the multiplication of love" 

and quoted St Nicholas of Serbia, who said that "when love decreases in people, they feel 

the need to restore justice, but often they no longer know what it is". 

An important Russian theologian and historian is the protoierej Georgij Mitrofanov, 

according to whom "priests today must help people not to lose their faith journey, 

regardless of whether they are in a war or peace zone, because in these circumstances it 

is easy to lose the Christian meaning of life". 

Even those who are engaged in war, like the soldiers, Fr. Georgij recalls, "must not forget 

to be Christians, trying not to shed the blood of the enemy, not to become instruments of 

diabolical hatred". All wars are fratricidal, because all men are brothers: "The Cossacks 

who returned from the war were forbidden to set foot in church for a year, because they 

were covered in shame". 

Archbishop Evstratij (Zorja) represents the autocephalous Ukrainian Church, and 

accuses Putin of "Jesuit thinking", which in the Russian world is synonymous with 

hypocrisy: because there are groups of exalted nationalists in Ukraine, then the whole 

country must be subjected to the "superior force", but Ukrainians are good people of 

faith, they do not want to participate in the restoration of "the empire of evil" and "never 

before have they needed the Church, they seek consolation and spiritual support, even 

just a word of hope, to be able to believe in the victory of truth". Evstratij's hope is that 

in this task all the Churches of Ukraine can finally be united, driven by mercy towards the 

suffering people. 

HRWF Research Notes 

Statement of the Ukrainian Association for Jewish Studies (28.02.2022) 

Patriarch Kirill urges to pray for peace in “Russian Lands” (28.02.2022) 

Head of Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia calls for “doubling prayers” for peace in 

Ukraine  (28.02.2022)  

Pope speaks with Ukrainian President (27.02.2022) 

Does the Russian Orthodox Church want peace? (26.02.2022) 

Patriarch Kirill calls on conflict parties in Ukraine to avoid civilian casualties (25.02.2022) 

The Jewish community will strengthen charity during the conflict (25.02.2022) 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church: Putin ‘is destroying the basic principles of peace’ 

(24.02.2022) 

Primate of the UOC MP - Putin: "War with Ukraine is a repetition of Cain's sin" 

(24.02.2022) 

How Putin is exploiting Orthodox rivalries in Ukraine (23.02.2022) 

23 February: Patriarch Kirill wished Putin ‘peace of mind’ on Defender of the Fatherland 

Day (23.02.2022) 

https://uajs.org.ua/en/news/help-ukraine-its-struggle-freedom-uajs-statement
http://www.interfax-religion.com/?act=news&div=16449
http://www.interfax-religion.com/?act=news&div=16451
http://www.interfax-religion.com/?act=news&div=16451
https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/44151
https://risu.ua/en/does-the-russian-orthodox-church-want-peace_n126437
http://www.interfax-religion.com/?act=news&div=16446
http://www.interfax-religion.com/?act=news&div=16445
https://bit.ly/3tqto6v
https://www.svoboda.org/a/predstoyatelj-upts-mp-prosim-putina-prekratitj-bratoubiystvennuyu-voynu/31720820.html
https://bit.ly/33QXAPi
https://hrwf.eu/russia-23-february-patriarch-kirill-wished-putin-peace-of-mind-on-defender-of-the-fatherland-day/
https://hrwf.eu/russia-23-february-patriarch-kirill-wished-putin-peace-of-mind-on-defender-of-the-fatherland-day/
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The head of the Assembly of Muslims called Russia's recognition of the Donbas’ 

independence justified (23.02.2022) 

The head of the canonical UOC supported Ukraine's territorial integrity (19.02.2022) 

 

How Putin is exploiting Orthodox rivalries in Ukraine  

The Russian president says the government in Kiev is repressing the Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church, which is attached to the Moscow Patriarchate 

 

 
 

The Moscow Patriarchate wants to impose itself as the main force of Orthodoxy. (Photo 

by SADAK SOUICI / LE PICTORIUM/ MAXPPP) 

 

By Marguerite de Lasa  

 

La Croix International (23.02.2020) - https://bit.ly/33QXAPi - Russia's President Vladimir 

Putin has accused Ukraine's government of repressing the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, 

which is attached to the Patriarchate of Moscow. 

 

Putin added the religious tensions to the two countries' already explosive political 

situation on Monday during a televised address in which he acknowledged the 

independence of the pro-Russian separatist territories in Eastern Ukraine.  

 

"Kiev continues to prepare a crackdown against the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 

Moscow Patriarchate," he claimed. 

 

https://ria.ru/20220223/priznanie-1774487190.html
https://ria.ru/20220223/priznanie-1774487190.html
https://ria.ru/20220222/kanonicheskaya-1774433607.html
https://bit.ly/33QXAPi
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" The Ukrainian authorities have cynically turned the tragedy of the split in the Church 

into an instrument of state policy," the 69-year-old strong-arm leader said. 

 

To support his indictment of Ukraine, Putin is exploiting Orthodox tensions in Ukraine, 

which pit hierarchs and common believers who wish to remain tethered to the Moscow 

Patriarchate and those who are part of autocephalous (independent) Church attached to 

the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. 

 

Recognition of a church in Ukraine independent of Moscow 

 

The Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I granted autocephaly to the Ukrainian Orthodox 

Church in 2019, thereby officializing its independence from the Russian Orthodox Church. 

 

Up until then the 25 million Ukrainian Orthodox believers were canonically dependent on 

the Moscow Patriarchate. 

 

"Patriarch Bartholomew has thus allowed Ukrainians to be fully Orthodox and fully 

Ukrainian, without wondering what their link to Moscow is," said Jean-François Colosimo, 

an Orthodox theologian and editor. 

 

Faced with the autocephalous Church, the Patriarchate of Moscow wants to impose itself 

as the main force of Orthodoxy, relying on symbolic and material reasons. 

 

"Moscow does not intend to give up its hold on Kiev, which is the place of baptism for all 

the Russians," Colosimo pointed out. 

 

The first conversions to Orthodoxy from the Slavic world took place in Kiev in the 9th 

century. 

 

"Ukraine is also a large part of the resources of the Patriarchate of Moscow, in terms of 

geography, as well as the number of priests and faithful," the theologian said. 

 

"It is clear that in the current situation, the Kremlin considers the Patriarchate of Moscow 

as a diplomatic instrument," Colosimo noted. 

 

Jivko Panev, another Orthodox theologian and journalist, said these tensions between the 

two Churches are above all ecclesial in nature. 

 

"For the Ukrainian Church of the Patriarchate of Moscow, what is important is to remain 

in canonicality," said Panev, who is also the founder of the information website 

Orthodoxy.com. 

 

Orthodox who've remained faithful to Moscow, an element of destabilization 

 

The Ukrainian government favors the autocephalous Church and "tends to accuse the 

branch that has remained faithful to Moscow of being an element of destabilization for 

Ukraine," Colosimo said. 

 

A survey conducted last July by the International Institute of Sociology in Kiev found that 

58% of Ukrainians who are Orthodox say they belong to the autocephalous Church, while 

about 25% identify with the Church attached to the Patriarchate of Moscow. 

 

But that is not the whole story. 

 

"It is possible that there are Ukrainian Orthodox faithful to Moscow, who at the same 

time feel very patriotic," claimed Colosimo. 
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Such is the case with Bishop Victor Kotsaba of Barychivka who is currently the 

administrator of the Moscow-linked Eparchy of Kiev. 

 

"The Ukrainian Orthodox Church supports our government, our president and all the 

leaders who currently have a great responsibility," he said on February 16. 

 

He added that his Russian-affiliated Church was ready, "in case of a total war, to bless 

the people in the defense of (their) homeland" in Ukraine. 

 

Read more at: https://international.la-croix.com/news/religion/how-putin-is-exploiting-

orthodox-rivalries-in-ukraine/15685 

 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church: Putin is “destroying the 
basic principles of peace” 

 

Patriarch Sviatoslav Shevchuk calls the Russian actions “a new wave of armed 

aggression.” 

 

By Massimo Introvigne 

 

Bitter Winter (24.02.2022) - https://bit.ly/3tqto6v - Yes, there are Roman Catholics in 

Ukraine. Quite a few of them. The Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church has some 5 million 

members in a country of 44 million, and may have more than eight million parishioners if 

one adds the Ukrainian diaspora throughout the world. It is in full communion with the 

Pope but follows a different rite (Byzantine). In fact, after the Latin Church, the Ukrainian 

Church is the second largest within the global Catholic communion. While there is a small 

percentage of Latin Catholics (around 400,000) in Ukraine, the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 

Church has traditionally been the voice of Catholicism in the country. 

The message of Patriarch Sviatoslav Shevchuk, the head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 

Church, released on February 22, 2022, accordingly, is the most authorized and official 

comment by the Ukrainian Roman Catholic authorities on the current events. Although 

released before the invasion, the statement already predicts it and spells out the Catholic 

answer to the aggression. 

The Patriarch writes that “The recognition of the self-proclaimed Luhansk and Donetsk 

‘People’s Republics’ as ‘independent and sovereign’ by the President of the Russian 

Federation seriously challenges and threatens the international community and 

international law. It inflicts irreparable damage to the very logic of interstate relations, 

which are designed to ensure peace and a just society, the rule of law, accountability, 

protection of human beings, their lives, and natural rights.” The problem, Shevchuk says, 

does not concern Ukraine only. “Today, all humanity is in danger that the right of the 

strong will impose itself on everyone, ignoring the rule of law.” 

The Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church does not believe that both parties are to blame for 

what happened. There is a party that aggressed and one that was aggressed. “By their 

decision, the Patriarch writes, the authorities of the Russian Federation unilaterally 

withdrew from the long peace process.” Instead, a “Russian armed aggression” 

continued.  Indeed, the war started with the occupation of Crimea in 2014. “The war 

https://international.la-croix.com/news/religion/how-putin-is-exploiting-orthodox-rivalries-in-ukraine/15685
https://international.la-croix.com/news/religion/how-putin-is-exploiting-orthodox-rivalries-in-ukraine/15685
https://bit.ly/3tqto6v
http://ugcc.ua/documents/zvernennya_blazhenn%D1%96shogo_svyatoslava_do_sin%D1%96v_%D1%96_dochok_ukrainskogo_narodu_v_ukrain%D1%96_ta_na_poselennyah_sushchih_ta_us%D1%96h_lyudey_dobroi_vol%D1%96_95755.html
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against our people, Shevchuk notes, in 2014 left deep wounds on the lives of many of 

our compatriots: thousands were killed, or left wounded and lonely.” 

But now, according to the Patriarch, something even worse happened. “Yesterday’s step 

by the President of the Russian Federation destroyed the basic principles of the long 

process of restoring peace in Ukraine, created opportunities for a new wave of armed 

aggression against our state, and opened the door to a full-scale military operation 

against the Ukrainian people.” 

Christianity is a religion of peace, the Patriarch explains, and the Church always tries to 

“prevent war,” but on the other hand Catholic moral theology allows for resistance 

against an unjust aggression. “Today, he writes, we consider the protection of our native 

land, our memory and hope, our God-given right to exist, to be a personal responsibility 

and a sacred duty of the citizens of Ukraine.  

Defending the Motherland is our natural right and our civic duty. We are strong when we 

are together. Now is the time to unite our efforts to defend the independence, territorial 

integrity, and sovereignty of the Ukrainian State.” “We are a people who love peace. And 

that is why we are ready to defend it and fight for it strenuously.” 

The crisis, the Patriarch believes, is international. “We are convinced, he writes, that the 

world cannot evolve and find answers to the challenges of our time by resorting to force 

and violence, neglecting universal values and Gospel truth. We call on all people of good 

will not to stand aside from the suffering of the Ukrainian people caused by the Russian 

military aggression.” 

The Church wants peace, Shevchuk writes, but it should be a “just peace.” When 

injustice is vested on the country, the Catholic Church is with the “defenders of Ukraine, 

who these days are an example of sacrificial love and devotional service to our 

people. May the merciful Lord protect them from all dangers and endow their efforts with 

the ultimate victory of truth and goodness,” the Patriarch prays. 

Photo: The Cathedral of St. George in Lviv, Ukraine, the mother church of the Ukrainian 

Greek Catholic Church. Credits. 

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:StGeorgeCathedral_Lviv.JPG

