Table of Contents

•

Two more Ahmadis at risk of being deported from Germany to Pakistan

•

Germany denies refuge to Christian convert – after family member
tortured, killed for his faith

•

Iranian Christian converts struggle to get asylum in Germany

•

German intel: Known antisemitism cases ‘tip of the iceberg’

•

Germany and “cults”: the Federal Administrative Court confirms “sect
filters” are illegal

•

Urgent appeal against the deportation of an Ahmadi to Pakistan

•

Anti-war Jehovah’s Witnesses claim property of archives from a military
museum

•

Jehovah’s Witnesses sue German museum for archive of Nazi-era
abuses

Two more Ahmadis at risk of being deported from
Germany to Pakistan
Request to immediately halt the deportation
IHRC/HRWF (18.08.2022) – https://hrcommittee.org - The International Human Rights
Committee (IHRC) has just been informed that a deportation flight to Pakistan is planned
on 6 September on 2022 and that two Ahmadis living in Germany for several years would
be among the passengers.
Mr. Tariq Mahmood and Mr. Nadar Rehman were arrested by the German authorities a
few days ago due to the rejection of their asylum applications.
• Mr. Mubarak Ahmad Rahmani (DOB: 01.01.1972) came to Germany in December
2015.
• Mr. Abdul Wasay Khan (DOB: 05.09.1977) came to Germany in January 2014. His
asylum case was rejected several times and now his lawyer has filed an urgent
application again.
It is well established that members of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community face
persecution per se in Pakistan and all recent reports indicate that this persecution is
intensifying on a daily basis. Returning a member of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community
to a country where his life and safety are at serious risk would be a clear breach of
Germany’s obligations under international human rights law and the Convention against
Torture (CAT).
This includes a prohibition on sending anyone to a place where he or she would be at risk
of such abuse. The principle of non-refoulement applies to everyone including persons
who are excluded from refugee protection.
Under such circumstances deportations by Germany are immensely concerning and we
request Germany to immediately halt the deportation of these individuals.
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Nasim Malik, IHRC General Secretary, has asked Mr Olaf Scholz, Chancellor of the
Federal Republic of Germany, to cancel the deportation of the two Ahmadis in a letter he
has copied to
Annalena Baerbock (Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs of Germany)
Nancy Faeser (Interior Minister of Germany)
Michelle Bachelet (United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights)
Nazila Ghanea (UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief)

Germany denies refuge to Christian convert – after
family member tortured, killed for his faith
An Iranian Christian convert in Germany faces likely death for his faith as
deportation looms
Court deems it “unlikely” that a person would have really converted to
Christianity after family member was killed for his beliefs
ADF International (11.08.2022)- https://bit.ly/3dAYd48 – A 44-year- old
Iranian cabin etmaker wh o converted to Ch r istianity h as been denied
protection in Eu rope, facing likely imprisonment or death upon return to his
home country. Th e European Court of Human Rights has dismissed his
attempt to appeal the decisi on on the basis of his right to freedom of
religion. Th e 44-year-old is n ow threatened with deportation to Iran .
“No on e should be persecuted for th eir faith. Ir an is one of th e most
dangerous countri es in th e world for Ch ristians, and conv erts are
particularly at risk. In th e last year, religious persecution has greatly
worsened. So-call ed “religi ous deviants” can be given prison sentences,
national security char ges are continuously used to target religious
minorities. The courts in Germany must take this into account when
processing asylum application s,” said Li dia Rieder, Legal Officer at ADF
International.
A dangerous journey to Christianity
Hassan – wh ose name has been chan ged to protect his identity and is
recorded only as “H.H” in publ ic documents – applied for asylum in 2018.
He testified before the Federal Office for Migration and Refugees that h e had
learn ed about Chri stianity in Iran through his wife’s br other. His brother-inlaw had been impri son ed for his activities with a hou se - church, and was
ultimately killed for practi cing his faith in jail.
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“My wife’s brother h ad become a different person by becoming a Ch ristian .
We wanted to see if we would get thi s feeling when we became Ch ristian s,”
H.H. told the authori ties.
“I had had man y probl ems in Iran…I had many qu estions, but I was not
allowed to ask th em . Wh en I asked qu estions, I was beaten at school. This
led me to want to know which God I was facing. O n e day my brother-in-law
said to me and my wife that he had good news. There is a treasure, there is
a living God, Jesus Christ, we are His children and n ot His slaves…He said
there is a free salvation available,” he continued, reflecting on his
conversion experien ce.
Subsequ ently, Hassan’s wife adopted th e Christian faith an d eventu ally th e
whole family converted. Once discovered, secu rity forces th en sto rmed th eir
house and confi scated books, the computer, th eir passports and th eir Bible.
The family fl ed to Turkey, and from there to Germany.
“In Germany I share th e gospel, I organiz e prayer circles h ere in th e
accommodation . I want to be a good example, t o win the others to faith in
Jesu s Chri st. My greatest goal would be for my children to be able to find
Christ in freedom, and to do good,” said Hassan .
Credibility under Q uestion
When H.H.’s asylu m applicati on was rej ected by German authorities, h e
appeal ed to the Grei fswald Administrative Cou rt. The court dismissed H.H.’s
case, declaring that it was “not particularly likely” that a Muslim would
decide to become a Christian after his broth er-in-law had been tortured and
killed and hi s wife abused. It was m ore likely that the even ts described, if
they had actually taken place, would have a deterrent effect o n third
parties,” said the Administrative Cou rt.
“There are national and intern ational guidelines for asylum applications
based on religious grounds. Acc ording to the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), decision -makers n eed to be obj ecti ve
and not arri ve at conclu sion s based solely upon th eir own experiences.
Gen eral assumptions about a certain religion or country should be avoided.
Unfortunately, this guidance i s being u sed very selectively by the German
decision-makers. Th ey do n ot unde rstan d that maintaining a religious belief
when persecuted can be appealing to others and n ot just a deterrent as seen
from th e history of Christianity,” Rieder continued.
This week, the European Court of Hu man Rights quickly declined to h ear
arguments in Hassan’s defense, leaving him vulnerable to deportation to a
country wh ere religi ous conversion can carry a prison penalty.
Inconsistent allocation of as ylum decisions nati onwide
According to Open Doors, Iranian asylum seekers in Germany are often
confronted with su spici ons of feign ed conversion. The situation varies
greatly across th e country: a comparison of th e federal states shows an
inconsistent pictu re of very low to very high rejection rates with regard to
the recognition or rejection of con verts by t he Federal Office for Migration
and Refugees (BAMF) and the administrative cou rts, which suggests
subjective examinati on procedu res.

Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | Germany

“There appears to be a tragic disregard for the application of a uniform and
objective standard of examination for these ki nds of dire asylum cases, in
violation of international law. Wh en decision -makers and judges decide on
asylum appli cation s according to their own criteri a and without regard for
the on-the-ground situation in the countries of origin, it results in severe
personal suffering. H.H.’s case is a very worrying example of this,” said
Lidia Rieder.
Situation of Christians in Iran worsens
Iran is ranked 9th on the World Watch List, a ran king of cou ntries with th e
worst persecution of Chri stians worldwide. Th e extent of persecution is
“extreme”.
In 2021, Iran passed amendments providing for prison senten ces for
“insulting Islam” an d “deviant activities”. Last year, s everal Christians w ere
arrested on this basis, charged and sentenced to five years in prison each.
According to a report by th e US Commission on Intern ational Religiou s
Freedom, the persecution of converts to Christianity is particularly bad.
“Every person must be abl e to freely ch oose their faith . Iran systematically
fails to protect its citizens’ right to religious freedom. Iranian law mu st be
amended to be brou ght into accordance with international human rights law,
which protects the right of every indi vidual to choose an d freely practice
their faith. Until this happen s, countries like Germany have a res ponsibility
to help to protect vulnerable religious minorities wh en they have an
opportunity to do so. Ignoring th at responsibility can have fatal
consequ ences.” said Kel se y Zorzi, Director of Global Religious Freedom at
ADF Internati onal.
Photo: Federal Office for Migration and Refugees

Iranian Christian converts struggle to get asylum in
Germany
Human rights activists and pastors denounce that “the recognition rate of
asylum applications has dropped from close to 100% to close to single digits”.
Evangelical Focus (05.08.2022) - https://bit.ly/3dvMhk7 - According to human
rights activists, asylum applications by Iranians who have converted to
Christianity have less and less chance of success in Germany.
“Human rights violations on religious grounds are an everyday reality in the
country", said Martin Lessenthin, board spokesman of the International Society for
Human Rights (IGFM), in a press conference about the situation of Christian converts
from Iran in Germany.
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At the IGFM's press conference, pastor Gottfried Martens called the Federal Office for
Migration and Refugees (BAMF) “a political authority that is not concerned with the
individual case of an asylum application".
According to Martens, “the recognition rate of asylum applications from Christian
converts has dropped from close to 100% a few years ago to now a figure close to
single digits”.
He pointed out that politicians show a “certain indifference” and “shrug their
shoulders” when Christians from Iran are deported because of their faith.
Administrative courts
Martens stressed that the asylum seekers “have no choice but to go to the
administrative courts”. The trials he has experienced with converts from Iran and
Afghanistan of his church, “are often a pure game of chance. I wonder how that could be
reconciled with the rule of law”.
“In many cases these administrative judges presume to be experts in matters of
faith in such a way that one is simply stunned. They would sometimes openly say that
they knew better about the seriousness of a conversion than a pastor”, he added.
For the pastor, “the hearings are less about the seriousness of the conversion and much
more about the personal attitude of the judge”.
Churches support
Lessenthin also called on “to the churches, especially the big churches in
Germany,to stand up for the interests of their brothers and sisters in faith”.
“This is where the church leadership would have to position itself more clearly” ,
concluded the IGFM spokesman.
Photo: Berlin, Germany. / Photo: Florian Wehde, Unsplash, CC0

German intel: Known antisemitism cases ‘tip of the
iceberg’

AP News (20.04.2022) - https://bit.ly/3Kizqw3 - Germany’s domestic intelligence agency
said Wednesday that antisemitic offenses are continuing to rise and those that come to
light are only “the tip of the iceberg.”
The head of the BfV agency, Thomas Haldenwang, said it is alarming that antisemitic
narratives are sometimes embraced by people in “the middle of German society,” serving
as a link between social discourse and extremist ideologies.
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He said his agency has seen that increasingly in protests against coronavirus restrictions
or over the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and, in a few cases, in connection with Russia’s war
in Ukraine. The internet serves as “fertile ground” for antisemitism, he added.
A report from the BfV, its second on the subject, said that 2,351 antisemitic offenses,
including 57 acts of violence, were reported in 2020 — compared with 2,032 and 73
respectively the previous year. The overall figure for offenses has risen steadily since
2015, and the 2020 figure was the highest since counting started in 2001.
Haldenwang said in a statement that “this is only the tip of the iceberg.” He said the
number of incidents that for various reasons don’t lead to a criminal complaint is believed
to be “significantly larger.”
The government’s antisemitism commissioner, Felix Klein, told the Welt newspaper that
“the pandemic acted like a fire accelerant for antisemitism, also in that it linked together
many environments that previously stood for themselves.”
Photo :Hundreds of people keep a vigil at the synagogue in Gelsenkirchen, Germany,
Friday, May 14, 2021. Germany's domestic intelligence agency said Wednesday that
antisemitic crimes are continuing to rise and those that come to light are only “the tip of
the iceberg.”(AP Photo/Martin Meissner,file)

Germany and “cults”: the Federal Administrative Court
confirms “sect filters” are illegal
The federal judges ruled that the City of Munich cannot ask citizens to declare
that they are not Scientologists to be eligible for certain benefits.
By Massimo Introvigne
Bitter Winter (09/04/2022) - https://bit.ly/3KQzJiT - Some readers of Bitter Winter may
remember our coverage last year of a decision by the 4th Senate of the State
Administrative Court of Appeal of Bavaria, overturning a first instance judgment by the
Administrative Court of Munich on the issue of a “sect filter” used by the City of Munich.
”Sect filters” are bizarre documents required by local governments, businesses, and
political parties in some areas of Germany. Those looking for a job, or for doing business
with these institutions and companies, should sign a statement that they are not
Scientologists nor do they “use the teachings/technology of L. Ron Hubbard” (the founder
of Scientology).
The City of Munich subsidizes the use of electrical bikes called “pedelecs” for the purpose
of environmental protection. A musician who happens to be a Scientologist applied to
receive a grant for purchasing a pedelec on August 6, 2018. As part of her application,
she was required to sign a “sect filter” declaring that “she will not apply, teach, or
otherwise disseminate any of the contents or methods or technology of L. Ron Hubbard

Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | Germany

and that she will not attend any courses or seminars based on this technology.” She
refused, and on December 12, 2018, the City of Munich rejected her application.
She sued the city, but on August 28, 2019, the Administrative Court of Munich found
against her, stating that the city was “free to decide which group of persons is to be
supported by voluntary financial contributions,” and exclude Scientologists and
supporters of L. Ron Hubbard.
The musician appealed, and the State Administrative Court of Appeal decided on June 16,
2021, with reasons communicated on August 3, 2021, that the city’s decision “is unlawful
and violates the plaintiff’s rights.” Imposing a “sect filter” before granting electromobility
funding violates the constitutional guarantee of religious freedom and the constitutional
principle of equality before the law, which requires that citizens should not be subject to
disadvantages by reason of one’s race, origin, language, belief or religious or
philosophical conviction, the court concluded. The judges noted that the city had
admitted that, apart from the “sect filter” issue, the musician’s application met the legal
requirements and would have been granted. Accordingly, the application of a “sect filter”
amounted to unconstitutional religious discrimination.
On April 6, the Federal Administrative Court concurred and ordered the city of Munich to
issue the required subsidy approval. It noted that there are three reasons to declare the
use of the “sect filter” in this case as unlawful.
First, the subsidy of a municipality must not be made dependent on a sect filter. Art. 28
of the German Constitution related to the self-government rights of a municipality does
not entitle it to demand a declaration on the belief of a person.
Second, requesting such a declaration and denying a subsidy if it is refused violates
freedom of religion or belief and the freedom of religious practice, both of which are
protected by Art. 4 of the German Constitution. Such practices are unconstitutional.
Third, the sect filter practice violates the principle of equal treatment before the law of all
citizens, as the involved criteria for persons qualified to receive a subsidy are improper
and inappropriate.
Although the case was not about “sect filters” in general, the court’s view seems to
indicate that in the absence of a proper law, demanding a declaration of a person’s belief
is unconstitutional per se. This outcome certainly encourages Scientologists and all
citizens jealous of their human rights to refuse to sign these obnoxious documents. As
such, the decision is a victory for religious liberty, and should persuade Germany that
there is no room for “sect filters” in a democratic country that is based on human rights.
Photo: The Federal Administrative Court, Leipzig. Credits.
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Urgent appeal against the deportation of an Ahmadi to
Pakistan
Letter of the IHRC to Olaf Scholz, Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany

IHRC (07.03.2022) – “The International Human Rights Committee (IHRC) has just
received information about an immediate deportation of yet another Ahmadi Muslim
living in Germany: Mr. Ali Ahmad Mubashar (resident of Germany). He had been arrested
by authorities on the evening of 07 March 2022.
He is in an immediate risk to be deported tomorrow morning dated 08 March 2022, since
a deportation flight to Pakistan is planned.
The asylum case of Mr. Mubashar was rejected twice.His lawyer is Norbert Wagener.
According to the information we received so far, his petition request also got rejected due
to alleged attempted fraud.
Details are as follows:
Name:
Ali
Ahmad
Mubashar,
DOB
01.01.1987
Date of Birth: Residence: In Germany since 2013

in

Rabwah,

Pakistan

2nd Appeal in Germany also got rejected
Returning a member of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community to a country where his life and
safety are at serious risk would be a clear breach of Germany’s obligations under
international human rights law and the Convention against Torture (CAT). This includes a
prohibition on sending anyone to a place where they would be at risk of such abuse. The
principle of non- refoulement applies to everyone including persons who are excluded
from refugee protection. We urge that the German authorities to take immediate and
swift action and ensure the safety of these individuals by not deporting them back to
Pakistan where they will most certainly face grave and life-threatening danger. The
German authorities should grant them protection and stop deportation immediately.
IHRC is requesting all relevant stakeholders to kindly initiate efforts in order to help Mr.
Mubashar so his deportation may be stopped. Under such circumstances deportations by
Germany are immensely concerning and we request Germany to immediately halt the
deportation of these individuals.

COPIES
His Excellency Olaf Scholz (Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany) Annalena
Baerbock (Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs of Germany) Nancy Faeser (Interior
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Minister of Germany)
Michelle Bachelet (United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights) Ahmad Shaheed
(UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief)”
With kind regards
Nasim Malik
General Sec, IHRC
Kalmar- Sweden.
Photo: Ahmadi mosque in Berlin - Credit: Axel Mauruszat

Anti-war Jehovah’s Witnesses claim property of archives
from a military museum
The anti-war movement of Jehovah’s Witnesses sues a German military Museum
about property rights on archives of Kusserow family, one of their Holocaust
victims
By Willy Fautré, director of Human Rights Without Frontiers
The European Times (26.01.2022) - https://bit.ly/3G5IT87 - As reported by The New
York Times on 25 January, Jehovah’s Witnesses in Germany are seeking to obtain the
extensive archives of the Kusserow family, decimated by the Nazis during WW II, which
are currently held by the Bundeswehr Military History Museum in Dresden, Germany.
Jehovah’s Witnesses in Germany claim to be the legal heir to the archive.
Noteworthy is that Jehovah’s Witnesses have always been against war and military
solutions in conflictual situations between two or several countries. In conformity with
their religious beliefs, they have always refused to carry out military service everywhere
around the world. Thousands of them in South Korea, Greece, France and many other
countries have spent many years in prison because of their anti-war religious beliefs and
in Nazi Germany a number of their objectors were even executed. ‘Irony of history’, a
military museum is now in possession of the decimated Kusserow family and beyond the
legal property issue, German Jehovah’s Witnesses feel offended by what they call a gross
moral injustice. For years, they have only been able to see the Kusserow family archive
in a military building exhibiting all sorts of weapons used to kill and destroy.
The 13 members of the Kusserow family were harshly persecuted by the Nazi regime
because of their religious identity. Two of the boys, Wilhelm and Wolfgang, were
executed for not supporting the Nazi military effort.
Their youngest and only living sibling, Paul-Gerhard Kusserow, asserted: “My brothers
died for refusing to participate in military service. I don’t find it proper that this
inheritance is stored in a military museum.” Therefore, primarily to address this moral
wrong, Jehovah’s Witnesses in Germany are seeking to obtain the Kusserow archive from
the museum.
Additionally, Jehovah’s Witnesses say they have documentation to prove that Annemarie
Kusserow, the eldest sibling, bequeathed Jehovah’s Witnesses in Germany the archive
that she meticulously compiled. The archive consists of over 1,000 items that include
photographs, drawings, pre-execution farewell letters, death penalty pronouncements,
and classified Gestapo reports.
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Annemarie died in 2005. Subsequently, the Witnesses discovered the Bundeswehr
Military History Museum had obtained the archive. According to the museum, they
bought it in good faith from a Kusserow family member—who was no longer affiliated
with Jehovah’s Witnesses and has since died.
For nearly seven years, Jehovah’s Witnesses in Germany have been unable to reach a
peaceful settlement with the museum and have taken a legal action to acquire.
If successful, the Witnesses plan to display the Kusserow archive in their museum at the
Central Europe office in Selters, Germany. It will then be accessible to any visitor free of
charge.
History of the Persecution of the Kusserow Family
•

Wilhelm Kusserow was one of the first conscientious objectors executed by Nazis
during World War II. He was killed by firing squad

•

Wolfgang Kusserow, a younger brother of Wilhelm, was beheaded two years later

•

Franz Kusserow, the father, was imprisoned three times. Annemarie and
Waltraud, two of the daughters, were imprisoned

•

The mother, Hilda Kusserow, as well as two of her daughters, Hildegard
and Magdalena, were imprisoned and subsequently sent to Ravensbrück
concentration camp

•

Karl-Heinz Kusserow, one of the sons, was sent to the Sachsenhausen and
Dachau concentration camps

•

During the 12 years of the Nazi regime, members of the Kusserow family were
sentenced to a total of 47 years and 9 months in prisons or concentration camps

•

The three youngest children were abducted and sent to Nazi training schools,
forbidden to contact their family. Subsequently, they were placed under the care
of families who supported the National Socialist party.

Photo : Bundeswehr Military History Museum in Dresden, Germany. Credit: Trip Advisor

Jehovah’s Witnesses sue German museum for archive of
Nazi-era abuses
The archive documents the lives and suffering of the Kusserow family, who
were among many from the religious group to be persecuted by the Nazis
because of their faith.

By Catherine Hickley
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New York Times (25.01.2022) - The Jehovah’s Witnesses, a pacifist religious group, are
pursuing legal action against the German government to claim a family archive that
documents the Nazis’ persecution of the Christian denomination.
The archive comprises 31 files of documents relating to the Kusserow family, whose
members were arrested, imprisoned and murdered by the Nazi regime because of their
faith.
It has been held by the Museum of Military History in Dresden, which is operated by the
German army, since 2009 when it was purchased from a member of the Kusserow
family.
A German regional court rejected the Jehovah’s Witnesses’ claim last year, saying the
museum had purchased the archive in good faith and should keep it. But the religious
group is appealing that ruling, arguing that the family member who sold it was not the
actual owner of the archive, which had been bequeathed to the Jehovah’s Witnesses in
the 2005 will of Annemarie Kusserow, the family member who had assembled and
maintained the documents.
The museum’s retention of the archive, said Wolfram Slupina, a spokesman for the
Jehovah’s Witnesses in Germany, “deprives us of a significant and invaluable part of our
cultural heritage.”
The archive documents the lives and suffering of the family of Franz and Hilda Kusserow,
devout Jehovah’s Witnesses, who were raising their 11 children in a large house in Bad
Lippspringe in northern Germany when the Nazis came to power. The Jehovah’s
Witnesses were the first religious denomination to be banned, and the Kusserows’ home
was searched for religious materials by the Gestapo 18 times.
In 1939, the three youngest children were abducted from their school and sent to a Nazi
training school, where they were denied contact with their family. Franz, Hilda and the
other children were all sentenced to prison terms. Two of the brothers, Wilhelm and
Wolfgang, were executed as conscientious objectors.
On April 26, 1940, the evening before he was executed, Wilhelm sent a letter to his
family.
“All of you know how much you mean to me, and I am repeatedly reminded of this every
time I look at our family photo,” he wrote. “Nevertheless, above all we must love God, as
our Leader Jesus Christ commanded. If we stand up for him, he will reward us.”
Wilhelm’s farewell letter — and his brother Wolfgang’s — are among the documents in
the family archive.

Some 1,600 Jehovah’s Witnesses died as a result of Nazi persecution. About 4,200 were
sent to concentration camps, where they were identified by a purple triangular badge
attached to their camp uniforms.
They were the only persecuted people who had the choice of ending imprisonment: If
they signed a declaration renouncing their faith, they were liberated. Very few agreed to
sign, Slupina said.
Before she died, Annemarie Kusserow, the keeper of the archive, had lent documents to
her brother, Hans Werner Kusserow, to make copies for a book he was writing.
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Though Annemarie’s will stipulated that the documents should go to the Jehovah’s
Witnesses’ headquarters in Selters, a small town northwest of Frankfurt, her brother,
who was not a member of the faith, sold them to the Dresden museum for less than
$5,000.
He has also since died; only the youngest child of Hilda and Franz Kusserow, PaulGerhard, is still alive. He is 90.

“My brothers died for refusing to participate in military service,” Paul-Gerhard Kusserow
said. “I don’t find it proper that this inheritance is stored, of all places, in a military
museum.”
A spokeswoman for the Museum of Military History declined to comment on the legal
battle. The museum’s permanent exhibition includes two documents from the archive in a
section about the Nazis’ victims; four further items, including Wilhelm’s farewell letter,
are on display in an exhibit about resistance against the regime, the spokeswoman, KaiUwe Reinhold, wrote in an email.
“The inclusion of various objects from the Kusserow archive in the permanent exhibition
is of considerable value to the museum and for the public,” Reinhold wrote. “These
objects testify to and are a forceful reminder of the fact that religious freedom and
steadfast beliefs are not a matter of course, they must be defended and fought for again
and again.”
In negotiations before the lawsuit, the Dresden museum offered to provide the religious
organization with copies of all the documents in the archive, Slupina said. But the
Jehovah’s Witnesses rejected that offer.
A proposal that the museum should loan the group the original documents not on display
in Dresden was rejected by the museum’s lawyers, said Armin Pikl, a lawyer for the
Jehovah’s Witnesses. The Jehovah’s Witnesses filed suit in April 2021.
The regional court that ruled last year found that Hans Werner Kusserow had not stolen
the archive and was rightfully in possession of it at the time of the sale, which was
therefore legitimate regardless of who the legal owner was.

But the Jehovah’s Witnesses argue that the group was then, and remains, the owner and
that the archive was sold without the consent of his surviving siblings or the Jehovah’s
Witnesses. “It wasn’t his to sell,” said Jarrod Lopes, the New York-based international
spokesman for the group.
The Jehovah’s Witnesses also challenge the court’s view that the purchase was made in
good faith, arguing that the museum should have been aware from its correspondence
with Hans Werner Kusserow that he didn’t own the archive or have the right to sell it, Pikl
said. In 2008, Hans Werner wrote to a museum employee saying that he and his two
surviving siblings agreed to “a long-term loan” of the archive to the museum. A
representative of the Jehovah’s Witnesses was also in contact with the museum about
the loan. The group argues that the museum should have surmised from this contact that
Hans Werner was not authorized to sell the archive.
Slupina says the group is extending its premises in Selters, including its permanent
exhibition there. “The fate of this family is very closely linked to the fate of the Jehovah’s
Witnesses,” Slupina said. “We are very keen that these documents are cared for by us.”
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Specific mention of the suffering of Jehovah’s Witnesses is frequently omitted in
Holocaust accounts or on memorials; they are often included in a vague reference to
“other victims’ groups,” Slupina said. While Berlin has memorials for the murdered Jews,
Sinti and Roma, gay people and euthanasia victims, there is no memorial as yet
dedicated to the Jehovah’s Witnesses killed by the Nazis. Erhard Grundl, a Green Party
lawmaker, called for a specific monument for the religious group in a speech to
parliament on Jan. 13.
A hearing on the Jehovah’s Witnesses’ appeal has yet to be scheduled.
Photo : The Kusserow children from left: Annemarie, Wilhelm, Siegfried, Karl Heinz,
Waltraud, Hildegard, Wolfgang, Magdalena, Elisabeth, Hans Werner and Paul-Gerhard. In
back, their parents, Hilda and Franz.Credit...Jehovah's Witnesses, Central European
Archive
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