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Pakistan revamps education at the point of a gun 

 

By Dr. James M. Dorsey  

 

Moderndiplomacy  (29.12.2021) -  https://bit.ly/3zplNaF   -  Javed A hmad Ghamidi is a rare 

clerical voice in Pakistan.   

https://bit.ly/3zplNaF
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A prominent religious scholar and former member of the state -appointed Council of 

Islamic Ideology that ensures that legislation conforms with Islamic law, Mr. Ghamidi 

calls a spade in a country in which  that can have d ire consequences.  

To be sure, Mr. Ghamidi can do so because he is no longer resident in Pakistan and 

therefore less vulnerable. Exile may deprive him of an in -country pulpit but makes his 

analysis and views no less relevant.  

Most recently, Mr. Ghamidi did not shy away from  holding  responsible  just  about  

everyone  in Pakistan  ð the  military,  the  legislature,  the  clergy,  the  government,  and  the  

intelligentsia  ï for the  brutal  torture,  lynching,  and  mutilation  by  a mob  in the eastern 

city of Sialkot of a 48 - year old Sri Lankan textile factory manager, Priyantha Kumara, 

accused of blasph emy.  

 

The governm ent condemned the killing and arrested alleged perpetrators but appears 

oblivious to the underlying structures and policies that enable religious vigilantism.   

ñAll those politicians, leaders, and intellectuals are liable for this crime whoédo not 

unflinch ingly condemn those happenings,ò Mr. Ghamidi said. 

He noted that politicians, clerics, and others had attended funerals and commemorations 

of people who had committed similar crimes.  

 ñExtremism  has  been  mainstreamed  and normalised. Until this mindset changes, there 

will inevitably be more Priy antha Kumaras,ò warned Dawn, Pakistanôs foremost English-

language newspaper.  

 

A recent  survey  of  university  students  in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the north -western 

Pakistani province that borders Afghanistan, who partici pated in five workshops 

organized by the Islamabad -based Pak Institute for Pe ace Studies Pvt Ltd (PIPS), 

concluded that ñthere is a deep suspicion and mistrust of diversityé The young 

generation, trained in exclusionary ideologies, usually hold militaristi c views of 

nationhood and parrot the traditional narrative of Pakistan being the fortress of Muslim 

faith. They have little appetite for the fact that their country is home to diverse religions, 

faiths, and ethnic groupsé What is even worse is that religious radicalism is growing in 

Pakistan, which is further eroding whatever degre e of acceptance for diversity there is.ò 

 

The study noted that ñvery few among the youths at the workshops knew that the 

Christians, Hindus, Sikhs, and Ahmadis, etc., had rendered services for Pakistanôs 

defense and development. This mass ignorance is main ly because any positive mention 

of the non -  Muslim citizens has either been disallowed or simply removed from the 

textbooks which are taught to millions of students across the coun try. In addition, the 

Pakistani mass media have similarly overlooked the con tributions of the non -Muslim 

communities for the country.ò 

Little surprise that the study went on to say that a ñmajority of the Pakistani youth lack 

basic critical thinking and re asoning skills even at higher studies levels such as 

universities. Many lack ed the ability to apply basic reasoning while processing given 

information. There was a tendency amongst them to fall for pre -established narratives 

and overused and obsolete consp iracy theories.ò 

There is little indication that the government is doing any thing but strengthening an 

education system that potentially constitutes a breeding ground for ultra -conservatism 

and radicalism in a region adjacent to Afghanistan where the Talib an appear bent on 

returning the country to a system that propagates similar values.  

https://email.mg2.substack.com/c/eJwlkEluhDAQRU-Dl8gD0O6FF5GiPkH2yNgfcAI28tCE2weCVKpFTU_1jM6YQjzUFlImV-rzsUF57GlBzoikJMTeWSWooJw3T2JVY5lsJXGpHyOwareoHAvIVobFGZ1d8NcGbzrJJZkVAyylkE9QM9IBwChkN1A7SoiuxQ3WxTp4A4U34hE8yKLmnLdUiY-Kv87Y970-QsllQG3CelV0NnMlXu9KfH75n8GFOf1OE3GKU84Y50_aUsHamtdGCzmOgo1comOdrp0_vI68qxq6TrxOZUhZm5_rMolKlzyHmK5msIjeum0JqzZHjXI92p9ja_EuHz28HhbY20G-Vf5b6Sd4xFOx7XVWrGvoo204PaU87pdPSU3Hn4wyRk6-PQHOq2-9Iq32pOP4A4G2jp4
https://email.mg2.substack.com/c/eJwlkEluhDAQRU-Dl8gD0O6FF5GiPkH2yNgfcAI28tCE2weCVKpFTU_1jM6YQjzUFlImV-rzsUF57GlBzoikJMTeWSWooJw3T2JVY5lsJXGpHyOwareoHAvIVobFGZ1d8NcGbzrJJZkVAyylkE9QM9IBwChkN1A7SoiuxQ3WxTp4A4U34hE8yKLmnLdUiY-Kv87Y970-QsllQG3CelV0NnMlXu9KfH75n8GFOf1OE3GKU84Y50_aUsHamtdGCzmOgo1comOdrp0_vI68qxq6TrxOZUhZm5_rMolKlzyHmK5msIjeum0JqzZHjXI92p9ja_EuHz28HhbY20G-Vf5b6Sd4xFOx7XVWrGvoo204PaU87pdPSU3Hn4wyRk6-PQHOq2-9Iq32pOP4A4G2jp4
https://email.mg2.substack.com/c/eJwlkEluhDAQRU-Dl8gD0O6FF5GiPkH2yNgfcAI28tCE2weCVKpFTU_1jM6YQjzUFlImV-rzsUF57GlBzoikJMTeWSWooJw3T2JVY5lsJXGpHyOwareoHAvIVobFGZ1d8NcGbzrJJZkVAyylkE9QM9IBwChkN1A7SoiuxQ3WxTp4A4U34hE8yKLmnLdUiY-Kv87Y970-QsllQG3CelV0NnMlXu9KfH75n8GFOf1OE3GKU84Y50_aUsHamtdGCzmOgo1comOdrp0_vI68qxq6TrxOZUhZm5_rMolKlzyHmK5msIjeum0JqzZHjXI92p9ja_EuHz28HhbY20G-Vf5b6Sd4xFOx7XVWrGvoo204PaU87pdPSU3Hn4wyRk6-PQHOq2-9Iq32pOP4A4G2jp4
https://email.mg2.substack.com/c/eJwlkUuO5CAMQE9T7CoCJ6HIgkVv5hoRAaeKaX4CZ1q5fZOJhIwlf570bA3hO9dTl9yIXWGls6BO-NMCEmFlR8O6eqdHPnKAaWFOT06oWTHf1r0iRuODpnogK8cWvDXkc7omYJIKFPvoeXTOLk5JKXdAdJvaQc7KvYSadrHgDTaH85gsavyH9cwJWdAfotIe49cD_vQXvUPTqGVrsQ5byO9WMg02x14EDqJ_Anoo5ts3MunZgi_tme-k9LU9yQWfeR8-FAPz-hoTAAuf-SjmAQZrRrXvo9hBoRTSDD6dyVSQj4nHNwzt2Ppq-31hWdXmoE-u7SpmhzU5X0KOxp4DHpeQtbfFI3k6V0xmC-huV3Qr_29vfWPC2k_hVkNayIm_5gl4l_e61XSZk4RFcCFY57sO8En_NRFbdJ2O5y9t1pwB
https://email.mg2.substack.com/c/eJwlkE1uxCAMRk8z7BqBkxBmwaKbXiMiYGZoA0T8NOL2JY2EDBag5-9pVfAVU5NHzIVcZS3tQBnwzDuWgonUjGl1Ro50pADTkxg5GSZmQVxebUL0yu2ypIrkqNvutCouhusHTFyAIG-pKdhFi0UJKrRlYGHUim0L40hnaugNVtU4DBol_mJqMSDZ5buUIz_Gzwd89XWe52DUGQYdfW-vIfvGOOeUs37Su_M90Ee0H5t7xZIacRIoMAbw7KSRzQMMWo3C2pFZEMgZV4MLLagE_DFR_4Ih1y0XpX8uCklS1fKOKV-X0WAKxh179Eq3AeuVeO3PfA2utBWD2nY0t4xyO_3Xs74wYOqjmVUVyfhEl3kC2u0sd_Zua-LwZJQx0vmmA1yQ38pj9qbTsf0BI_6PUw
https://email.mg2.substack.com/c/eJwlkUFuwyAQRU8TdrEAYwcvWHSTA_QC1hjGCY0NCIZGvn1xI6HPDAN60sMC4SPmw6RYiJ0x05HQBHyXDYkws1owz96ZnvdcSjUxZ5QTetDMl3nNiDv4zVCuyFJdNm-BfAznC6lGLTV7Gse1XVfdA6hp4rdx0MM4Kcft4ixotXzAUJ3HYNHgL-YjBmSbeRKlcum_LvLe1vv97hK8kk-ls3E_T3A5M11tDISBWlPTFsGVVkkuRdv41OLuA2zXb0wxU5fcyrw5x0LKiQ-8F0MnOwu9XtderFLjKEbofDgCZDleFN8fsit1KQT2dbJZNlDpGXM5h9FhDs438g726LCeKuZ2ba_B0zFjgGVD97FEH9n_3uYHBsztE9wMZMSo-G1Qkjdtt4-UplGNchJcCNb4rgF8MD-wY9ldo-PxBw7kmAE
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The government recently said it was introducing a singular national curriculum (SNC) 

that critics charge is likely to further Islamicise Pakistani education by making relig ion 

classes mandatory, even at the university level. Prime Minister Imran Kh an has also 

recently established a body to monitor the curriculum, syllabi, and social media for 

ñblasphemousò content. 

The government insists the curriculum will raise education l evels and ensure that 

graduates from public schools and madrassas or religio us seminaries have equal 

opportunity.  

Comparing Pakistan to Medina in the time of the Prophet Mohammed, Mr. Khan recalled 

that the Prophet had unleashed the potential of the people  ñwho were nothing beforeò 

because of ñmaterialism (and) these false Gods of powerò that keep them shackled. 

ñI believe Pakistan is in the same situationé In this country, (our) system does not allow 

them. Elite capture, whether education quality , education  is only  for  a small  number  may 

be one or 1.5 per c ent and the rest do not have access to it,ò Mr. Khan told Hamza Yusuf, 

an Am erican Muslim religious scholar, in a softball interview.  

 

The PIPS report took a more sober view of Mr. Khanôs approach. ñThe SNC is reportedly 

premised on the idea that more teach ing of religion would produce better citizens, even 

though this policy crea ted extremism in the past, and there is no evidence to suggest the 

result would be any different this time over,ò the report said. 

A high court in Lahore, in a bid  to  police  Islamization , ordered judges in lower courts and 

authorities in Punjab to establi sh whether the Qurôan was being taught in separate 

classes across the provi nce in line with the new curriculum.  

 

In response, the School Education Department of the Punjab Government issued 

a directive  that reiterated the need to check all schools for their teaching o f reading and 

recitation of the Qurôan. The directive said the school inspections should be carried out 

jointly by the head of the district education authority and a district and sessions judge.  

 

In the meantime, the department advised the court that it was  hiring  60,000  Arabic  

language  teacher s to offer Quranic teaching in government school.  

 

Nevertheless, for some , implementation of the court order is proving to be a traumatic 

experience.  

ñPreliminary reports suggest province-wide confusion and chaos and a state of fear 

among children, teachers, and school principals.  Magistrates  accompanied  by  rifle -

bearing  policemen  are  pouncing  upon  schools , interrogating seven -  to  12 -year -old 

children. Their teachers are ordered out of the classroom or ask ed to stand silently in the 

corner,ò said nuclear scientist, human rights activist, and education critic Pervez 

Hoodbhoy.  

 

ñWhat drove the Lahore High Court to issue its orders so speedily?ò Mr. Hoodbhoy asked. 

He is quick to provide an answer: ñIdeologues in government have seized the reins of 

power. As in Afghanistan, the population is now at their mercy.ò 

Photo  :  moderndiplomacy.e u 

 

https://email.mg2.substack.com/c/eJwlkEtuhDAMQE9DligfSJlFFpU6PUCrLrpCJjEzaSFBiVOa2xc6kuWFf09-FghvMVWzxUzsTCPVDU3APS9IhImVjGn0ziiuuJTdhTnTOTH0A_N5nBPiCn4xlAqyrUyLt0A-hnNDdnqQA7sb2w84o1SD6CZwmms9WSEQHODMte0fYCjOY7Bo8AdTjQHZYu5EW27UcyNfj9j3va2xUJmwtXE9K0D23qjXn0a9ZKofb7_X9_3zyryRXAoh5YX3XIm-la0FNcyzErMcUAsNrQ81QJK66fh6k20uUyaw3-dllgwUuseUz2Z0mILz2xJXsLXFcj46HmNrCZ7qiAGmBd3DAT1U_lsZbxgwHYrdCGSE7vhT30l-SHl6vHxI6rS8CC4EO_juAPhgvmDFvLqDjvUP6ViOAQ
https://email.mg2.substack.com/c/eJwlkN2OrSAMhZ9mc2mgIOoFF-dmXsNUqHszR8HwM8a3HxyTpk1T6Or6LBZ6x3SZI-bC7jSX6yAT6MwblUKJ1Uxp9s5ILjmAmpgzyomxH5nP85qIdvSbKakSO-qyeYvFx3D_AKVHGNnHSAkkp0VqJxbH7YBuIVJoh2XtJzGsjzBW5ylYMvRD6YqB2GY-pRz5Jf-94KvFeZ6dwzN0Nu6tvY9sReh-6BUwb4CDEAAT77kUfQedRTmuqxQrjKSFxs6HK2AC_VJ8f0OX65IL2v_3QpYM1vKJKd_D6CgF548t7mivjuptbm7P9hp8uWYKuGzkHt_lwfdHYn5ToNSwuhmLEVrx-zjeQAyPzQZGaZgEF4I1fdcEfDDfuFPeXVOn6xcd6Yh6
https://email.mg2.substack.com/c/eJwlkUmu3CAQQE_T7LCYjO0Fi7_JNawylNv82OAwJCKnD05LqBbU8EqvLBR8x9TMHXMhT1hLu9EE_JNPLAUTqRnT6p2RTDIh1EKcUY7P40x8XveEeIE_TUkVyV2301soPoanQyg9i5kcZp93pZ0c5bToBbZlAukYWq4n3KYN1QcM1XkMFg3-xtRiQHKao5Q7v-TXS_zoD6_7jA0x3zEVOAcf9ti_MzrqQ-4r2Aed6R4TLQj28OFN406PeDb6qyYINMDfBEcvp9keMZ6ZQqa5bt9oSx9FvBFMcC7EwkYm-TiIwYKc913yXcyouYaObQGS0C_FrrcYencuYH8ONl4kGajliCk_yegwBef70hfYNmB9DK297KrBl7ZigO1E95FXPjf4r3N9Y8DUb-NWKIZrxaZRCdZtTh9X3a7SYuGMc9L5rgN8MN9wYb5cp2P7B3dppCk
https://email.mg2.substack.com/c/eJwlkcGOhCAMhp9muEkAFZ0Dh73sa5gKdYZdBQNljG-_uJKmTQN__-bDAuErptPsMRO70kTnjibgkVckwsRKxjR5Z1rRCqW6J3Omc3LsR-bztCTEDfxqKBVke5lXb4F8DJdCdXpUI3sbLRfrZifEYK8hMCAIu-gOnBtgcOI2huI8BosGP5jOGJCt5k2050f79VDfNY7j4Bk2AE6f2l5L1qKEkrVIVdNewg_MDcUmoU3FU6NFPQ0kmL1tCMG-MV0q5s0llEo9RS9a2XPFLbTjsrRyUSNqqYH7cAZISj86sb0Uz2XOBPaX27ixZKDQO9Zh9TI6TMH5fY0b2JNjuVhM9dlWgqdzwgDziu7GRDftf3DTCwOm-gtuAjJSd2LoOyUqt-GmUjl2Wj2lkJJVf1cNfDA_sGHeXHXH8w8--5fh
https://email.mg2.substack.com/c/eJwlkcGOhCAMhp9muEkAFZ0Dh73sa5gKdYZdBQNljG-_uJKmTQN__-bDAuErptPsMRO70kTnjibgkVckwsRKxjR5Z1rRCqW6J3Omc3LsR-bztCTEDfxqKBVke5lXb4F8DJdCdXpUI3sbLRfrZifEYK8hMCAIu-gOnBtgcOI2huI8BosGP5jOGJCt5k2050f79VDfNY7j4Bk2AE6f2l5L1qKEkrVIVdNewg_MDcUmoU3FU6NFPQ0kmL1tCMG-MV0q5s0llEo9RS9a2XPFLbTjsrRyUSNqqYH7cAZISj86sb0Uz2XOBPaX27ixZKDQO9Zh9TI6TMH5fY0b2JNjuVhM9dlWgqdzwgDziu7GRDftf3DTCwOm-gtuAjJSd2LoOyUqt-GmUjl2Wj2lkJJVf1cNfDA_sGHeXHXH8w8--5fh
https://email.mg2.substack.com/c/eJwlkM2OrSAMgJ_msDsGKiIuWMzmvoapUj3MKBh-rvHtB8eEFEjbfO03Y6Y1xMscIWV2hzFfBxlPZ9ooZ4qsJIqjs6blLQeQA7NGWqE7zVwal0i0o9tMjoXYUabNzZhd8HcHSKVBs49R1KlFdXMPxKUWsICmQQ5WSzF1OMkHjMU68jMZ-k_xCp7YZj45H-nVfr3gXz3neTYWT9_MYa_fe8h6CaWE7tv6yh967yXjeeIbI71rmfMrcwY4CAEw8I63omugmbHVy9KKexIlFDbOXx4jqJfk-wpNKlPKOP_cJBYNlvwJMd3JYCl6644t7DhfDZV767GW7cW7fI3kcdrIPkLy4_VP0biSp1h92xGzEUryvpPAq6H-2b8akwoGwYVglW8rwHnzjTul3VY6Xb8w2pCQ
https://email.mg2.substack.com/c/eJwlkM2OrSAMgJ_msDsGKiIuWMzmvoapUj3MKBh-rvHtB8eEFEjbfO03Y6Y1xMscIWV2hzFfBxlPZ9ooZ4qsJIqjs6blLQeQA7NGWqE7zVwal0i0o9tMjoXYUabNzZhd8HcHSKVBs49R1KlFdXMPxKUWsICmQQ5WSzF1OMkHjMU68jMZ-k_xCp7YZj45H-nVfr3gXz3neTYWT9_MYa_fe8h6CaWE7tv6yh967yXjeeIbI71rmfMrcwY4CAEw8I63omugmbHVy9KKexIlFDbOXx4jqJfk-wpNKlPKOP_cJBYNlvwJMd3JYCl6644t7DhfDZV767GW7cW7fI3kcdrIPkLy4_VP0biSp1h92xGzEUryvpPAq6H-2b8akwoGwYVglW8rwHnzjTul3VY6Xb8w2pCQ
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The EU, Pakistan and the GSP+ 

What is the  Te hreek - e- Labbaik Pakistan ex t remist political party?  

 

Bitter Winter  (10.12 ï 21. 12.2021) -  On November 7, 2021, the government of Pakista n 

capitulated to th e pr otests of Tehreek -e-Labbaik Pakistan, a  radica l Islamic 

fundamentalist political party that had b een banned on April 14. The ban was lifted, and 

the government promised to release fr om prison the partyôs leader, Saad Hussain Rizvi.  

I roni cally, the  deci sion  came on the third anniversary of the r elease from jail of Asia Bibi, 

a Pakistani Christian woman  who had been sentenced to death by hanging for blasphemy 

but had been acquitted by t he Supreme Court, overturn ing the lower courtsô verdict s. 

Upon he r rel ease  on November 7, 2018, Tehreek -e-Labbaik  Pakist an gained international 

notoriety by organizing ant i-Bibi riots throughout the country, insisting she should be 

executed.  

Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan. 1. The Roots of an Extremist Movement 

 
The rise of a violent political party, now a key actor in Pakistani politics, among 

the supposedly peaceful Sufi Barelvi movement caught experts by surprise. 

by Massimo Introvigne  

Artic le 1 of 7.  

After  Bitter Winter  published an article  last month on the problems the Pakistani 

government encountered when it tried to ban Tehreek -e-Labbaik Pak istan (TLP), a party 

which was at the cen ter of some of the most violent riots im the countryôs recent history, 

several readers wrote asking where this group, which did not seem typical of ñIslamic 

fundamentalism,ò come from, yet is a force the authorities have been unable to stop. TLP 

is such an  important player in contemporary Pakistani politics, and in t he violent 

persecution of religious minorities, that we decided to devote a series to its history.  

It is not an easy task, because the growth and promine nce of TLP, which originated 

within the S ufi Barelvi movement, runs counter a received wisdom that date s back to the 

British colonial scholars of Indian Islam. TLP proves that two common assumptions about 

political Islam in general, and its activities in P akistan in particular, are wrong. The fir st is 

that Sufi movements are invariably peaceful, and do not generate violent politicized 

groups. It is certainly true that many Sufis focus on mysticism and personal devotion, are 

less interested in politics than other Muslims, and reject violence. But t his is not a rule 

without exceptions. Obviously, Sufis feels s trongly about the cause of Islam and the 

Prophet and when they feel Islam is threatened or the Prophet is offended, they may 

react violently.  

Second, Bri tish colonial administrators and scholars  traditionally believed that it was 

unlikely that the Barelvi movement in what is today Pakistan might generate viable 

political movements, one reason being its focus on Sufi mysticism and another its 

factionalism a nd conflicts over leadership.  

READ MORE 

https://bitterwinter.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8de7235b82efee1e9fbc268a0&id=af89cbed36&e=8dcaac1137
https://bitterwinter.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8de7235b82efee1e9fbc268a0&id=9d850b56dd&e=8dcaac1137
https://bitterwinter.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8de7235b82efee1e9fbc268a0&id=9b55a49bfb&e=8dcaac1137
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Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan. 2. Rejecting Terrorism, Supporting Jihadism 
 
After 9/11, Barelvi condemned terrorist organizations they regarded as 

Wahhabi-inspired and suicide attacks, but supported jihad against the U.S. and 

India. 

by Massimo Introvigne  

Article 2 of 7 . Read  article 1 . 

As discussed in the previous article, in the late 20 th  century the Barelvi, a movement 

gathering members of several Sufi orders, became increasingly radicalized in Pakistan, 

contrary to the expectations  of those who believed that Sufism was un likely to produce 

radical political groups. There were both contingent and ideological reasons for this 

development.  

One reason was that Barelvi had been physically attacked by rival movements opposed 

to popular Suf ism, such as the Deobandi and the Ahl - i-Hadith, who occupied their 

mosques and killed dozens of their leaders. A second reason was the marginalization of 

the less politically active Barelvi by Pakistaniôs political elite, which exasperated a 

community that , despite representing the majority of Pa ki stani Muslims, was excluded 

from the main political appointments.  

An ideological reason of the radicalization, however, was that the Barelvi movement, 

precisely because it conferred a quasi -divine status to Prophe t Muhammad (which was 

the reason why the ri val movements Deobandi and the Ahl - i-Hadith, influenced by the 

Saudi Wahhabi, accused them of heresy and of compromising the uniqueness of God), 

believed that civil and political rights should be denied in a Musli m state to those they 

regarded as being d isrespectful to the Prophet.  

READ MORE 

 

Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan. 3. Asia Bibi and Salman Taseer’ Assassination 

 
The movement supporting the Barelvi assassin of the Punjab governor who had 

defended the Christian woman accused of blasphemy generated the Tehreek 

party. 

by Massimo Introvigne  

Article 3  of 7. Read  article 1  and  article 2 . 

In the previous articles, we discussed how the supposedly peaceful Barelvi movement, 

whose members came from Pakistani Sufi orders, became politically mi litant in the late 

20 th  century, and its ambiguous reaction to the post -9/11  developments.  

Two additional factors should be considered. The first is the role of the Pir, or Sufi 

masters. While nobody dispute their spiritual authority in the Barelvi movemen t, it is less 

clear whether they should a lso guide the community in politica l matters. The 

assassinated leader of Sunni Tehreek, Saleem Qadri, was not a theologian but a rickshaw 

driver, although he had been a devout missionary for the Barelvi organization  Daawat -e-

Islami. Some Pir believed that they had ultimate authority also on  political matters, but 

other Barelvi disagreed. This became the root of internecine struggles within the Barelvi 

movement.  

The second factor influencing the evolution of Barelvi p olitics was the role of the Pakistani 

sta te. While traditionally privileging  the anti -Sufi Deobandi, all Pakistani governments 

https://bitterwinter.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8de7235b82efee1e9fbc268a0&id=9420fc8d8e&e=8dcaac1137
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were aware that Sufis represented the majority of local Muslims. They tried to sanitize 

Sufism by promoting an official version o f it, which bracketed or eliminated the p opular 

devotional aspects that were  most objectionable to Deobandi, who denounced them as 

superstition or idolatry.  

READ MORE 

 
Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan. 4. Taking to the Streets 

 
In 2016 and 2017, TLYRA and the political party it created proved their ability 

to paralyze the country through mass protests with an anti-minorities agenda. 

by Massimo Introvigne  

Article 4 of 7. Read  article 1 , artic le 2 , and  article 3 . 

In the previous article, we identified the movement to prevent the execution of Mumtaz 

Qadri, the Barelvi who assassin ated Punjab governor Salman Taseer because of the 

latterôs support for Asia Bibi, a Christian woman sentenced to death for  blasphemy, as 

the origin of the party Tehreek -e-Labbaik Pakistan, which was formed as the p olitical arm 

of the Barelvi pro -Qadri org anization Tehreek -e-Labbaik -ya -Rasool -Allah (TLYRA), 

founded in 2013.  

After Qadri was executed on February 29, 2016, his supporters observ ed the traditional 

forty days of mourning. They also claimed that February 29  had been chosen by the 

government as the  execution date to prevent a yearly celebration of the anniversary.  

 

The forty days of mourning end with the  chelum , the fortieth day, in which a ceremony 

commemorates the deceased. The  chelum  of Mumtaz Qadri was ce lebrated by a rally 

organized by TLYRA in  Rawalpindi. It was attended by some 25,000 Barelvi, 10,000 of 

whom marched to Islamabad, entered the red zone where protests are forbidde n, 

torched a station and destroyed cars in the process, and started a sit - in before the 

Parliament.  

READ MORE 

 
Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan. 5. A Sufi Extremist Ideology 

 
The ideas of Rizvi’s party are not traditional Islamic fundamentalism. Yet they 

are extremist and violent. 

by Massimo Introvigne  

Article 5 of 7. Read  article 1 , article 2 , article 3 , and  article 4. 

Before continuing our his tory of Tehr eek -e-Labbaik Pakistan, we should pause and ask 

the question what ideology this party born within the Barelvi Sufi movement propagates.  

Foreign observers often classify its ideas as part of ñIslamic fundamentalism,ò but this 

may be more or less  accurate de pending on how the notion is defined. If 

ñfundamentalismò is an idealtype including all ideologies where political action is derived 

from theology without mediations, then we can call Tehreek -e-Labbaik Pakistan a 

ñfundamentalistò Islamic party, indeed the largest such party in Pakistan based on the 

results of the 2018 elections.  

However, scholars of Islam normally use ñIslamic fundamentalismò in a narrow sense, to 

identify a movement that proceeds from Wahhabi roots in the Arabian peninsula, add s 

modern pol itical theory to conservative theology, and organizes itself through mass 

movements and political parties in the 20 th  century. The ideology of fundamentalism 

https://bitterwinter.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8de7235b82efee1e9fbc268a0&id=cb57763e02&e=8dcaac1137
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mythologizes early Islam, and rejects what it sees as the  innovations of subsequent 

centuries. Alt hough there have been fundamentalist leaders with a Sufi background, their 

Wahhabi roots lead many fundamentalists to look with suspicion at the practices of 

popular Sufism.  

READ MORE 

 
Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan. 6. Crimes and Punishments 

 
After new riots against Asia Bibi, the Pakistani judiciary tried to put an end to 

the party’s violence. It did not succeed. 

by Massimo Introvigne  

Article 6 of 7. Read  article 1 , article 2 , article 3 , article 4 , and  article 5 . 

The three years between 2018 and 2020 we re crucial for Tehreek -e-Labbaik Pakistan . It 

looked like events were unfolding so rapidly that nobody really knew how to deal with 

them.  

As mentioned in earlier articles, the party w as founded to try, unsuccessfully, to avoid 

that the assassin of the Punj ab governor Salman Taseer, Mumtaz Qadri, would be 

executed. Qadri had killed Taseer for his support of Asia Bibi, a Christian woman that a 

first -degree court had sentenced to death fo r blasphemy.  

On October 31, 2018, Asia Bibi was acquitted by the Supreme Court. All religious parties 

participated  in the protests that followed, but the lead was quickly taken by Tehreek -e-

Labbaik Pakistan, which had successfully experimented with urban g uerrilla and highway 

blocks in 2016 and 2017, in both cases compelling th e government to negotiate, and in 

2017 ac hieving his main aim, the resignation of the then Justice Minister Zahid Ahmid, 

regarded as ñsoftò on the Ahmadis .  

READ MORE 

 

Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan. 7. “I Am Not Charlie” 

 
Anti-French riots after the Charlie Hebdo incidents led to new attempts to ban 

the party. They failed, once again, and TLP is now stronger than ever. 

by Massimo Introvigne  

Article 7 of 7. Read  article 1 , artic le 2 , article 3 , article 4 , article 5 , and  article 6 . 

Charlie Hebdo  is a French satirical magazine. It has repeatedly published c aricatures of 

Prophet Muhammad that many (including the author of this article) found beyond the 

limits of good taste. Obviously, this can never ju stify violence and murder, which 

happened in 2015 when on January 7 armed terrorists killed 12 people and inj ured 11 in 

an attack against the magazine ôs office in Paris. Thousands in the world protested against 

the attacks with the hashtag ñJe suis Charlie,ò ñI am Charlie.ò 

Although mentioned in its literature, the  Charlie Hebdo  2015 issue did not become a 

major theme for Tehreek -e-Labbaik Pakistan, whi ch was busy with domestic Pakistani 

matters. However, the situation changed in 2020, when on September 1,  Charlie 

Hebdo  republished the cartoons on the day the trial of the assassins of 2015 started.  
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On September 25 , two men were injured in a stabbing outs ide what were by then the 

former headquarters of  Charlie Hebdo . Five Pakistanis were arrested for the atta ck. Some 

tried to connect them with Tehreek -e-Labbaik Pakistan although evidence was 

inconclusive.  

READ MORE 

 

US Commission calls for release of Christian accused of 
blasphemy 

Nadeem Samson has been in prison  since 2017. A new hearing on his possible 

release is scheduled for tomorrow. The Christian's accusers fabricated a fake 

Facebook profile to bring charges against  him.  

 
By Shafique Khokha r 

 

AsiaNews  (13. 12.2021) -  http s://bit.ly/3lXo47G  -  Tomorrow Pakistan's S upreme Court 

could decide to release on bail Christian Nadeem Samson, a herbalist accused of 

blasphemy in 2017 and in p rison since then.   Anurima Bhargava, of t he U.S. Commission 

on  International Religious Freedom  (Uscirf), called on  the Pakistani governme nt to grant 

his unconditional release.  

 

Sanson was unjustly accused of blasphemy and then imprisoned after a in dispute  over 

the payment of a rental deposit: ac cording to the agreem ents, Nadeem would have paid 

the  owner of the house, Sakhawat Dogar, 4 thous and dollars (over 3,500 euros) to stay a 

year and a half in a house in the Match Factory area of Shahdara, near Lahore . When the 

Christian gave notice in 2017 and asked for the mon ey back, Dogar refused to return  the 

bail as agreed and accused Sanson of bl asphemy.   

 

To make the charges credible, the Muslim contacted Nadeem's cousin, Abdul Huq, who 

works as a police inform ant and who had managed to stage a fake k idnapping case to get  

Samson jailed a first time 18 y ears ago.  

 

Abdul Huq Huq created a fake  Facebo ok  account using his cousin's phone number 

retrieved from his herbalist's website. At that point, posing as Nadeem, Abdul Huq wrote 

a series of messages insu lting Islam and the P rophet Muhammad. Police later ra ided 

Nadeem's home, handcuffed him, and linked  the fake  Facebook  account to his cell phone 

and laptop. They then tortured  tortured him to make him confess that he  wrote the 

blasphemous messages on social  media. A few days la ter, in cahoots with the police,  

Sakhawat Dogar and a group of local Muslims b urned Nadeem's belongings, including his 

rental agreement documents and proof of payment.  

 

The Christian was jailed on November 29, 2017, four days after an initial information 

report was filed against him. He was repeatedly beaten and tortured during the t ime 

frame, to the point that he was in critical condition when he entered prison.  

 

In anticipation of the Christmas  season, Nadeem's family members hope tha t by 

tomorrow's heari ng he will be released. For fear  of retaliation and threats, Christian 

relatives  are hiding or have moved to other countries.  

 

HRWF Database of 28 Christian behind bars in Pakistan on alleged blasphemy charges. 

See details here  on HRWF website 

 

https://bitterwinter.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8de7235b82efee1e9fbc268a0&id=9dc61db384&e=8dcaac1137
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https://hrwf.eu/hrwf-prisoners-database-other-countires/#hrwf-prisoners-database-other-countries/?view_24_search=pakistan&view_24_page=1
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Muhammad ASGHAR (Pretrial detention)  

Noman ASGH AR (Death penalty)  

Malik ASHR AF (Death pe nalty)  

Amoon AYUB (De ath penalty)  

Qaisar AYUB (Death penalty)  

Zafar BHATTI (Life in prison)  

Hajaj BIN (6 years)  

Humayun FAISAL (Pretrial detention)  

Pastor Aftab GILL (6 years and 6 months)  

Malik MOHAMMAD FAROOQ (Lif e in prison)  

Soofi ISHAQ (Dea th sentence)  

Nadeem JAMES (Death penalty)  

Abdul KAREEM (Life in p rison)  

Anwar KENNETH (Death sentence)  

Shafeeq LATIF (Death penalty)  

Anwar MASIH (Pretrial detention)  

Imran MASIH (Life in prison)  

Ishfaq MASIH (Pretrial detention )  

Sohail MASIH (Pretrial dete ntion)  

Patra s MASIH (Pretrial det ention)  

Sajjad MASIH (Death pena lty)  

Shahbaz MASIH (Pretrial detention)  

Shehzad MASIH (Pretrial detention)  

Stephen MASIH (Pretrial detention)  

Yaqoob Bashir MASIH (Death penalty)  

Sunny MUSHTAQ (P retrial detention)  

Asif PERVA IZ (Pretrial  detention)  

Nadeem SA MSON (Pretrial detention)  

 

Photo  :  asianews.it  

 

Foreign Minister Qureshi visiting Brussels 

The Brussels - based Human Rights Without Frontiers  (HRWF)  urge d  the 

interlocutors of FM Mureshi  in Bruss els  to raise the Ah madi issue  with him an d 

to ask for the release of 15 Ahmadi prisoners accus ed of blasphemy (See list 

below)  

HRWF (0 7.12.2021 )  ï On Monday 7 December, Human Rights Without Frontiers  (HRWF) 

called  upon the interlocutors of FM Qureshi  in Br ussels  

• EU High Repr esentative and Vice Pr esident Josep Bor rell  

• NATO Secretary -General Jens Sto ltenberg  

• Soph ie Wilmès, Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of Belgium  

• Members of the European Parliament  

 

to submit th e HRWF list of Ahmadi  prisoners  who are currently behind  bars in Paki stan (3 

sentenced to the death penal ty and 12 in pretrial detention for years ) on the basis of the 

controversial blasphemy laws :  

https://hrwf.eu/hrwf-prisoners-database-other-countires/
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AHMAD Ehsan (s/o Khalil Ahmad) 

AHMAD Ghulam (s/o Ghulam Nabbi) 

AHMAD Malik Usman (s/o Malik Munawar Javaid) 

AHMAD Malik Zaheer 

AHMAD Mubasher (s/o Ghulam Rasool) 

AHMAD Naveed (s/o Muhammad Rafique) 

AHMAD Rohan (s/o Abdul Manan) 

AHMAD Shiraz (s/o Basharat Ahmad Qamar) 

HASHIMI Muhammad Mahmood Iqbal 

KALAR Ashgar (s/o Muhammad Shareef) 

MAJEED Abdul (s/o Abdul Waheed) 

SHEHZAD Tariq (s/o Sultan Ahmad) 

TAHIR Mansoor Ahmad (s/o Iqbal Ahmad) 

WAQAR Ahmad 

WARAICH Shaheed Ahmad 

 

Detailed information about each of them can be found in HRWF Database . 

At the invitation of Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of Belgium Sophie Wil mes, 

Foreign Minist er Makhdoom Shah Mah mo od Qureshi was  vi siting Brussels from 6 -8 

December 20 21.  

As a key component of the visit, the Foreign Minister co- chair ed  the 6th round of 

Pakistan -EU Strategic Dialogue with EU High Representative and Vice Presiden t Josep 

Borrell.  

The European Union is on e of the largest tr ade and investment partners of Pak istan and 

the current volume of bilateral trade stands at US $ 10.883 billion. Pakistanôs relations 

with the EU are manifest in frequent and close engagements thr ough structured 

dia logues. The two sides signed the Pakist an -EU Strategic Engagement Plan (SEP )  in 

June 2019, which provides a solid framework and blueprint for future Pakistan -EU 

cooperation. This would be the first in -person session of the Strategic Dial ogue since the 

sign ing of the landmark SE P. 

It was precede d by the 7th round of Pakistan -EU Political Dialogue, co - chaired by Foreign 

Secretary  Sohail Mahmood and Deputy Secretary -General Enrique Mora  and held online 

on 3 December 2021.  

During his stay in Brussels, the Forei gn Minister  m et NATO S ecretary -General Jens 

Stoltenberg. The two sides have  remained closely engaged on Afghanistan as well as 

undertaken joint training and capacity -building programs for military and civilian 

personnel.  

The Foreign Mini ster had  an exchang e of views with Belgia n MPs and Members  of the  

European Parliament (MEPs).  Source: Associated Press of Pakistan  

https://hrwf.eu/hrwf-prisoners-database-other-countires/#hrwf-prisoners-database-other-countries/?view_24_search=pakistan&view_24_page=2
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Photo  :  Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi  ï APP 

 

EEAS PRESS RELEASES 

 

http s://bit.ly/31JOpP1  

https://bit.ly/3DGxf2o  

 

Sacrilegious attack against Sikhs in Sindh 

The holy book Guru Granth Sahib was desecrated, and money was stolen.  

 

 
By Massimo Introvigne  

 

Bitte r Winter (02.12.2021) -  https://b it.ly/3Ekyipv  -  An attac k against a Sikh place of 

worship took place on November 27 at Gurdwara Shri Guru  Harkrishen Sahib situated at 

Village Kot Meer Badan Khan Bajarani in Kashmore districtôs Karampur tehsil. 

At tackers targeted  the holy book Guru Grant h Sahib, tore it s pages, and threw them on 

the groun d. For Sikhs, the Guru Granth Sahib is more than sacred scripture. When their 

last guru, Gobind Singh Ji, passed away in 1708, he tol d his followers that their nex t and 

perpetual gu ru will not be a human being but the Gu ru Granth  Sahib. The book is 

approac hed by Sikhs with great reverence, and desecrating it has the same sacrilegious 

meaning of attacking the Quran for Muslims.  

Money was  also stolen from the  golak , w hich is the coll ection book placed in fro nt of the 

Guru G ranth Sah ib.  

Local Sikhs complained that the police did not seem to take an interest in the attack, and 

did not even register a FIR (first information report) as it shou ld be usual in these cases . 

The incident confi rm s the precarious situat ion of Sikhs in Pakistan who, not less than 

Christia ns and Hindus, are exposed to sectarian violence.  

Photo  :  The attack on the holy book. From Twitter.  

 

MEPs on official visit in Islamabad: Interview of MEP 
Tomáš Zdechovsky  

HRWF ( 17.11.2021) -  On 10 Febr uary 2021, MEP Peter V an Dalen, a Dutch member of 

the European Parliament and co -chair of the Intergroup on Freedom of Religion or Belief 

addressed a written question to Josep Borrell about the privileged GSP+ st atu s granted 

to Paki stan and still in force despite its egr egious human rights violations.  

 

On 29 April, the European Parliament adopted a resolution to express its deep concern 

about the overuse of blasphemy laws and the securi ty religious minorities in P aki stan.  

 

https://bit.ly/31JOpP1
https://bit.ly/3DGxf2o
https://bit.ly/3Ekyipv
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In the  las t few months, a number o f NGOs in Bruss els hav e organized events to shar e 

their concerns about serious violations of human rights in Pakistan: the abuse of the 

blasphemy laws,   the non -prosecution of perpetra tors of false statements of blasphemy, 

the n on - respect of the presumptio n of innocence in case  of blasphemy charges and the  

abuse of the pretrial detention, the lack of security for religious and ethnic minorities, the 

kidnappings of Christian girls and fo rced conversions and the dea th penalty.  

 

On 3-4 November, the European P arliament Ωs Del egation  for Relations with South Asia 

paid an official visit to Islamabad. The European delegation was comprised of the Chair 

Mr Nicola PROCACCINI (Italy, ECR), Ms Heidi  HAUTALA (Finland, Greens, V ice-President 

of  the  European Parliament), M r Luis GARICANO  (Spain , Renew) and Mr Tom §ġ 

ZDECHOVSKÝ (Czechia, EPP).  

 

Human Rights Without Frontiers  (HRWF) interviewed Mr Tom §ġ ZDECHOVSK Ý about his 

visit to Pakistan:  

 

HRWF: From your discussions with a wide range of Pakistani authorities, do you 

feel that there is a genuine political will to fight against a number of violations 

of human rights concerning the blasphemy laws, the security of religious and 

ethnic minorities, the kidnappings of Christian girls and forced conversions, the 

forced conversions of minors or the death penalty. 

 

MEP Tomas Zdechovsky: The problem s come from the extremists of radical Islam. This 

is a powerful group that unfortunately still has significant influe nce and puts pressure on 

ins t it utions, espec iall y the courts, to impose the harshest po ssible penalties for 

accusations of blasphemy.  

 

The truth is, however, that the current government of Prime Minister Imran Khan has 

taken some partial steps to improve religious freedom and is mak ing  efforts to i mpro ve 

the position of minor ity groups. The  good n ews is, for example, the succ ess in the world -

famous case of a Christian woman called Asia Bibi. She was originally sentenced to death 

but eventually her release was secured . She  and her fam ily  were allowed  to travel to 

Canada.  

 

Following her relea se, an inter -ministerial committee o n religious tolerance was also set 

up. It is precisely on the issue of the position of Christians and other religious minorities 

in Pakistani society that I s ee hug e space for i mpro vement.  

 

HRWF: What is the state of play of the parliamentary work in Pakistan to 

improve the legislation on some of these issues? What are the obstacles? Who 

is opposed to such progress in the Pakistani parliament? 

MEP Tomas Zdechovsky: As I indicated  in my previous reply, the c urrent  ruling p olitica l 

party Pakistan Tehreek -e- In saf (Pakistan Movement for Justice) has taken some partial 

steps to improve the status of religious minorities and the overall human rights situation 

in the c oun t ry . These effor ts a re also facing oppositio n at the parlia mentary  level from 

radical Islamists . In the Pakistani Parliament, this is particularly the case with the 

relatively small Islamist party Tehreek -e-Labbaik Pakistan, not orious for, among other 

thin gs,  trying to pr even t the release of the afo rementioned Chr istian woman named Asia 

Bibi.  

HRWF: Mob violence against religious minorities is a real source of concern. Have this 

issue and the extremism issue been discussed during your meetings? What is yo ur 

assessment of th e si tuation of the situation ? 
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MEP Tomas Zdechovsky: Yes, the issue of violence  against religious minorities was 

also discussed during our mission. I will continue to support all efforts in areas where 

more concr ete action is needed, suc h a s human rights -  in particular, blasphemy la ws 

and the righ ts of r eligious minorities. The pers ecution of Christians in Pakistan is an issue 

I have been dealing with for a long time.  

 

HRWF: After this visit in Pakistan, what wil l you propose to your pol iti cal  group 

concer ning  the GSP+ status of Paki stan?  

 

MEP Tomas Zdechovsky: First of all, it shoul d be remembered that Pakistan is one of 

the important players in the international arena that certainly cannot be ignored.   The EU 

wi shes to remain a reliable  partn er for Pakist an, not only in the economic  sphere. At the  

same t ime, however, it expects that  this will not be done without the adoption of 

conventions addressing the conditions of children, workers and minorities, which is a 

necessary condition for i ncl usion in the GSP + sy stem allowing easier acc ess to the 

Euro pean ma rket.  

 

Pakistan, too, is wel l aware of the importance of relations with the EU and has shown its 

willingness to take steps to improve these matters. During the v isit, we were informed, 

amon g other things, that  Pakistan has committed itself to the s ix conv entions that are 

linked to th e GSP+ system, which I obviously welcome. If Pakistan continues its efforts, 

it certainly deserves support for the continuation of GS P+. The European Commissi on 

alr eady has a pr opos al on the table for a GS P+ conference a fter 20 23.  

 

Photo  Credit: The News  

 

Delegation of the European Parliament led by MEP Mr 
Nicola PROCACCINI pays first official visit to Pakistan 

European Parliament (04.1 1.2021) -  https://bit.ly/3DrLOri  -  The European Parliam entΩs 

Delegation for Relation s with South Asia, which covers relations with Pakistan, and other 

5 countries in the region (Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, Maldives and  Sri Lanka), paid an 

offi cial  visit to Islam abad  on 3rd and 4th November  2021, on the o ccasion  of the 12th 

inter -parliament ary meeting between the European Parliament and the National 

Assembly of Pakistan. The European delegation was comprised of the Chair  Mr Nicola 

PROCACCINI (It aly,  ECR), Ms Heidi  HAUTALA (Finland, Greens, V ice-President o f the 

European Parliament), Mr Luis GARICANO (Spain, Renew) and Mr Tom §ġ ZDECHOVSK Ý 

(Czechia, EPP). The last official visit (Islamabad and Karachi) took place in Novembe r 

2018.  

  

The purpose of this  visit is to pr ovid e Members of the Europea n Parliament (M EPs) an d 

Members of both Chambers of  the Parliament of Pakistan the opportunity to review 

together the state of relations between the European Union and Pakistan. The si gnature 

of the EU -Pakista n St ra tegic Engagem ent Plan in 2019 is a furthe r milestone in relatio ns 

between the EU and Pakista n, and as bilateral relations grow, it is essential that 

Parliamentarians on both sides assess progress and provide parliamentary scr utiny and 

guidance.  

  

Thi s vi sit takes place  aft er two very difficult ye ars due to the global Covid -19 pandemic, 

with an en ormous impact on our economies and our societies. While the pandemic is not 

over yet, it is time to increase our efforts and examine together how our societie s and 

economies can  ove rcome this human tragedy  and can recove r in a mutually beneficial 

https://bit.ly/3DrLOri
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way. MEPs  recalled that the EU had allocated EUR 150 million in 2020 to support 

Pakistan Ωs strategy in the fight against the covid crisis.   

  

MEPs met with the Speake r of  the National A ssem bly, the Deputy Chairman  of the 

Senate,  the Mi nister of Foreign Affairs, th e Minister for Law and Justice, the Prime 

Minister ´ s Advisor on Commerce, the Attorney General of Pakistan, the Governor of 

Punjab, w ith prominent Members of Parl iament, with ci vil society organisations an d with 

represen tatives  of the media.  

  

The meetings  focused on issues of common interest, such as the state of EU -Pakistan 

cooperation in a number of fields, bilateral trade and GSP+, climate change, regional 

issues, good govern ance  and the rule of law, fr eedom of religi on, fre edom of the press 

and the sit uation of minorities.  

  

Earlier this year, the European Parliament adopted a resolution expressing concern about 

the human rights sit uation in Pakistan This v isit  offered the op port unity to assess the 

situ ation together with Pa kistani interlocutors from th e Parliament, Government and civil 

society and to gather first -hand information. MEPs were encouraged to learn about 

relevant human r ights - related legislation  int ro duced in Parl iame nt but expressed concern  

over the issue  of bla sphemy laws and rights of rel igious minorities. MEPs underline the 

importance of guaranteeing freedom of expression and expressed concern about the 

shrinking spac e for media. Freedom of t he p ress is a pilla r of  any democratic system. 

Censorship and harassm ent of journalists are not ac ceptable. MEPs  also reiterated their 

strong opposition to the death penalty in all circumstances and took note of the de facto 

morato rium that has been applie d ov er  the past thr ee y ears.  

  

The European del egation took no te of P akistan Ωs relevant role as re gards developments in 

Afghanistan. The close historic and cultural ties with Afghanistan and the privileged 

contacts with the Taliban  are an important tool in  try ing to address the risk of a 

humanitarian d isaster in Afgh anistan . While recalling the EU Ωs be nchmarks for 

engagement with Kabul, MEPs expressed their appreciation for the role of Pakistan in  

helping channel humanitarian aid an d in facilitating the rel ocat ion of vulnerab le A fghans 

to numerous count ries of the int ernatio nal community. MEPs also reco gnised the efforts 

Pakistan has made to give shelter to over 3 million registered refugees over d ecades.  

  

Pakistan has benefitted fr om the European Union Ωs Gener al ised System o f Pr eferences 

(GSP+) scheme since 2014. MEP s noted  with satisfaction the progre ss made so far, such 

as adoption of relevant legislation, but cautioned that there were still som e areas of 

concern , and that GSP+ sh ould not be taken for gra nted . As the EU pre pare s new GSP 

legislation, l ikely to includ e more global conventions on human r ights and rule of law, 

more concrete steps are needed in these areas to ensure that Pakistan can continue 

benefitting from that favou rable trade scheme, if it  dec ides to re -appl y un der the new 

legislation.  

  

MEPs underli ned tha t the EU wishes to remain a r eliable partner of Pakistan and will 

continue to support all efforts towards the improvement of h uman rights, freedom of 

expression, the rule of law and stren gthe ning democratic  ins titutions. MEPs underlin ed 

that the act ive par ticipation and contribution o f civil society organisations is considered 

vital in that process, and that the space for their a ctivities must be guaranteed.  

  

For more information, please cont act the Secreta riat :  Walter Masur 

(walter.mas ur@ep.europa.eu )  

 

Photo: File photo. Georges GobetðAFP 
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Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan: Government lifts ban on 
violent Islamist party 

The organization advocat ed f or  the executio n of  Asia Bibi and celebrate d the 

beheading  of Fre nch teacher Samuel Paty.  

 
By Daniela Bovolenta  

 

Bitter Winter (11.11.2021) -  https://bit.ly/3opTlA n -  On November 7, 2021, the 

government of Pakista n capi tulated to th e pr otests of Tehreek -e-Labb aik Pakistan, a  

radica l Islamic fundamentalist poli tical party that had been banned on April 14. The ban 

was lifted, and the government promised to release fr om prison the partyôs leader, Saad 

Hussain Rizvi.  

I roni cally, the  deci sion  came on the third anniv ersary of the r elease from jail of Asia Bibi, 

a Pak istani Christian woman who had been sentenced to death by hanging for blasphemy 

but had been acquitted by t he Supreme Court, overturn ing the lower courtsô verdict s.  

Upon he r rel ease  on November 7, 2018, Te hreek -e-Labbaik  Pakist an gained international 

notor iety by organizing anti -Bibi riots throughout the country, insisting she should be 

executed.  

In fact, the r iots had started before, w hen the Supreme Courtôs decision had be en 

announ ced on October 8, 2018. Tehreek -e-Labba ik Paki stan had also stated that the  

three Supreme Court judges who had acquitted Bibi were themselves guilty of blasphemy 

and should be killed . The party used its favor ite tactic of blocking th e ma in  Pakista ni 

highwa ys, creating disruption and chaos in th e natio nal transportation system. Th e block 

continued until the government signed an agreement with Tehreek -e-Labbaik Pakistan, 

and agreed that  it will prevent Bibi, alt hough she had been acquit ted,  from leav ing t he 

country. Only in 2019, af ter a new decis ion by the Supreme Court, Bibi was a llowed to 

move to Canada, which generated new Tehreek -e-Labbaik Pakistan riots.  

Tehreek -e-Labbaik Pakistan is not a small group. In t he 2018 general elections , it  

gathered  more than  two million votes, or 4 .2%. although t his was  not enough to gain 

any seat.  The party was founded in 2015 by Khadim Hussain Rizvi, who died in 2020 and 

was the father of the current leader Saad Hussain Rizvi.  Most of its members come  fro m 

the lar ge Suf i-or iented but conservative Barelvi movemen t.  

Tehr eek -e-Labbaik Pakistan is a s ingle - issue party. It mobilized against attempts, 

prompted by international pressures, to eliminate or soft en Pakistani laws punishin g 

blasphemy with the deat h pena lty. It was i nvol ved in riots  against the religious minority 

of the Ahmadis , and successfully campaigned in 2018 to have the world - famous 

economist Atif Mian, a professor at Princeton Univ er sity, removed  fro m the Prime Minister 

of Pakistanôs Economi c Ad visory Council because of his  Ahmadi faith.  

After the Asia Bibi case, Tehreek -e-Labbaik Pakistan mobilized in favor of Abdoullakh 

Abouye dovich Anzorov, the Cheche n terrorist who beheaded the French schoolte ache r 

Samuel Paty on October  16, 2020, afte r Paty had shown his students the 

https://bit.ly/3opTlAn
https://bitterwinter.org/tag/ahmadis/
https://bitterwinter.org/tag/ahmadis/
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controversial  Charlie Hebdo  cartoons of Prophet Mohammad during a classroom 

discussion on the limits of freed om of expression. Anzorov was then killed in a shoo t ing  

with the Frenc h po lice.  

Tehreek -e-Labbaik Pakistan called  for th e public recognition of Anzor ov as a martyr, and 

asked Pakistan to close the French Embassy in Islamabad and expel the French 

Ambassador . Pro -Anzorov riots starte d in October 2020 and con t inu ed until this m onth , 

with Tehreek -e-Labbaik  Pakistan activ ists ma rching towards the capital Is lamabad and 

blocking the highways.  

The agreement of November 7 confirms that the government in Pakistan pre fers to 

compromise with vi olent, radical parties su ppor ti ng the persec utio n of Christians, 

Ahmadis , and other rel ig ious minorities, rather than crack  down on violence and 

guarantee the security of the highways.  

Photo  :  The funerals of the founder of Tehree k-e-Labbaik Pakistan, Khad im Hussain Rizvi, 

Lahore,  Nov em ber 18, 2020.  Credits .  

 

 

Pakistan lifts ban on radical Islamist party 

The far - right Tehreek - e- Labbaik party has called off a  march on the capital,  and 

th e government ha s sa id allowi ng  the party ba ck into the pol itical mainstream is 

in the "nationa l interest. "  

 

 
DW News (08.11.2021) -  https://bit.ly/2YxBVch  -  Pakistan ended its prohibition of 

the  radical Islamist Tehreek -e-Labbaik (TLP)  on Sunday, one year after violent protests 

led to a go vernment crackdown against th e party .  

 

The lifting of the ban followed an agreement  reached between the party and  Prime 

Minister  Imran K han 's  governme nt that  TLP would call off its propo sed march to the 

capital, Islamabad.  

 

The government defended its decision by saying it was in the "larg er national interest" as 

a me ans to prevent future violenc e from the extr emis t group.  

 

Why was Tehreek-e-Labbaik banned in the first place? 

 

The initial  ban followed violent protest s led by the TLP  in r esponse  to the republi cati on of 

car icatures of the  Muslim Prophet  Muhamm ad in the satirical French ma gazine  Charlie 

Hebdo .  

 

French President E mmanuel Macron's defense of the images triggered  widespr ead anger 

throughout the Musl im world . 

 

The TLP called for the expulsi on of the French envoy, which  Is lamabad a greed to but 

ul timately did no t carry  out . 

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Funeral_Khadim_Hussain_Rizvi.jpg
https://bit.ly/2YxBVch
https://www.dw.com/en/pakistan-protests-why-the-islamist-tlp-party-is-now-a-major-political-force/a-57214719
https://www.dw.com/en/pakistan-islamists-halt-march-after-deal-with-government/a-59610998
https://www.dw.com/en/pakistans-imran-khan-slams-french-president-macrons-views-on-islam/a-55394035
https://www.dw.com/en/pakistans-imran-khan-slams-french-president-macrons-views-on-islam/a-55394035
https://www.dw.com/en/pakistan-to-ban-islamist-tlp-party-after-deadly-clashes/a-57198121
https://www.dw.com/en/pakistan-thousands-urge-cutting-ties-with-france-over-defense-of-prophet-cartoons/a-55529830
https://www.dw.com/en/pakistan-thousands-urge-cutting-ties-with-france-over-defense-of-prophet-cartoons/a-55529830
https://www.dw.com/en/pakistan-parliament-to-vote-on-expelling-french-ambassador/a-57259385
https://www.dw.com/en/pakistan-parliament-to-vote-on-expelling-french-ambassador/a-57259385
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The leader of the har d- line conservative party, Saad Rizvi, was  arrested and charged 

under the anti - terrorism act in the wake  of the protests.  

 

The TLP ga ined prominence in Pak istan's  2018 election when  it  vowed  to defend the 

country's blasp hemy la w, which calls for the death penalty for anyone who insults Islam.  

 

What is the current state of relations between Pakistan and the TLP? 

 

The government's agreeme nt to lift the ban ð and to r elease Rizvi ð came  as the T LP 

piled up the  pressure.  

 

Thousands of supporters clashed with po lice in late October as they  began their  "Long 

March" from Lah ore to Islama bad , nearly 30 0 kilometers (1 86 mile s) away.  

The violence left at  least  two police officers and tw o demonstrators dead . 

 

In li ne with the agr eeme nt, the T LP is supposed to formally cal l off i ts march.  But many 

supporters  planned to maintain a sit - in until the govern ment follows through on its 

promise to release Rizvi. Last  week, Pakistani authorities released over 1,000 de tained 

me mbers of the part y.  

 

Inter ior Minister Sh eikh Rashid Ahm ed said  that a proposal to expel Fra nce's envoy would 

be discussed in parliament. H owever, he has also stated that Pakistan cannot afford to  

damage its relations with th e EU by carrying out s uch an act, news agenc y EFE reporte d.  

 

Photo  :  Tehreek -e-Labbaik have no t yet officially called off t heir 'Long March' on 

Islamabad  ï Rana Sajid Hussain/ picture alliance/Pacific Press  

 

 

 

Setting minimum age for marriage not against Islam : 
Federal Shariat Court 

By Nasir Iqbal 

  
 

https://www.dw.com/en/pakistan-deadly-clashes-as-banned-islamist-party-continues-protest/a-59605145
https://www.dw.com/en/pakistan-deadly-clashes-as-banned-islamist-party-continues-protest/a-59605145
https://www.dw.com/en/pakistan-four-killed-at-banned-islamist-party-rally/a-59601037
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A file view of the Federal Shariat Court building in Islamabad. ð Photo courtesy Radio 

Pakistan 

 
Dawn (29.10.2021) - The Federal Shariat Court (FSC) held on Thursday that 

setting the minimum age limit at 16 years for a girl’s marriage under the Child 

Marriage Restraint Act (CMRA) 1929 would help girls get at least a basic 

education. 

 

The observation c ame while the  FSC dismissed a petition and categor ically declared that 

setting any minimum age limit for girlsô marriage by an Islamic state was not against 

Islam.  

 

A three - judge FSC bench, headed by Chief Justic e Mohammad Noor Meskan zai, h ad 

taken up the  pet ition mov ed by Farooq Om ar Bhoja challe nging S ections 4, 5, 6 of the 

CMRA. 

 

ñAfter examining the petition, we are of the considerate view that the petition is 

mis conceived, hence,  it is dismissed in lim ine,ò ruled the judgement au thored by  Justice 

Dr S yed Mohammad Anwer.  

 

In the 10 -page verdict , the F SC held that the sections in which the minimum age limit 

was prescribed by the act for both g irls and boys for marria ge was not un - Is lamic.  

 

The section 4 o f the CMRA prescribes punish m ent fo r marrying a ch ild to a simp le 

imprisonment  which may exte nd to s ix months and a fine of Rs50, 000. Whereas Section 

5 and 6 explain the punishment for solemnis ing nikkah of a child and  permitting or 

promoting child marriag e.  

 

The judgement explains t hat the  importance of educ ation is self -explanator y and the 

need for edu cation is equally important f or everybody irrespective of gender. That is why 

Islam has made the acquisition of educati on mandatory f or every Muslim as ment ioned in 

a Hadith stating ñAcquisit ion of knowledg e is  mandator y upon every Mu slimò, the verdict 

say s.  

 

ñThe use of such language by the Holy Prophet (PBUH) accentuates the  farziat  of 

education  in a Muslim society and fo r every Musli m in all and any circum stance s. Hence 

education is one of th e fundamental  fac tors for personality dev elopment of eve ry and any 

human person,ò the verdict explains.  

 

For a healthy marriage, it says, not only physical health and economic stabilit y etc are 

necessary factors but men tal he alth and intellectual develop me nt are also e qual ly 

import ant, which are achievable thro ugh edu cation.  

 

Education is fundame ntal for women empowerment as it is the key for development of a n 

individual and consequently  for the fu ture generation of any nation , it says. One of the 

purpose s of marriage i n Is lam is pr otection and pr omotion of gene alogy a nd generation 

of a person, th e verdict observes, adding that this concept comes under the top ic of Hifz -

un -Nasal, which is  one of the  goals of Shariat accor ding t o the concept of Maqas id-us-

Shariah as narra ted by Ibrahi m Bin Musa Bin Mohammad Shatbi . 

 

At a  personal level, the judgment  explains, for a girl or for anybody irrespective of 

gender, the  factor of getting education c omes under  the concept of Hifz -ul -Aql i .e. 

protection and pro m otion of  intellect, a lso one of th e basic goals o f Shariat.  

 

According to the teaching of Islam, giv ing best education to a girl child or a daughter is 

one of the b est deeds a person can do and i t guarant ees Jannat.  
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Due to its  impor tance, Imam Bukhari cr eated a n entire chapte r of  his famo us Hadith 

book,  Jamia Al -Bukha ri Shar if, on the importance of educ ation of girls almost in the 

beginning of his book, the judgment  says.  

 

There are many Islamic co untries  where such type of law  exist s wherein minimum age 

for mar ri age for male and female is  fixed, like in  Jordan, Malays ia, Egy pt and Tunisia, 

etc, the verd ict points out.  

 

However, in those countries according to their laws if in a specific or special c ase th ere is 

an unavoidable c ircums tance or situation to solemni se a marriage b efor e the age  as set 

by the law then the fa mily of  that girl and boy must appro ach a specific authority 

appointed by the government to allow or  disallowing such permission, it s ays.  

 

 

Christian divorce in Pakistan 

The absence of a coh esive p er sonal law sys tem leaves Pa kistan's minori ties 

vulnerable  and wi thout adequate legal relief  

 

Kamran  Chaudhry  

 

 
 
 
 

 
Image: Pixabay 
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Father Anthony Arbaz was prohib ited from attending consultat ions on Christian marr iage 

and divorce law i n Ka rachi Arc hdiocese.  

ñThe Catholic Bishop sô Conference of Pakistan isnôt satisfied about sanctioning Christian 

divorce directly through civil  courts. Many priests are not happy abou t such separations. 

The faith ful should turn to can on law.  Our priority a t pa rish leve l is to keep th e serenity 

of t he marr iage bond. It is not our job to separate couples,ò he told UCA News. 

On Oct. 27, the parish p riest of St. Thomas Church prepared proc eedings of a divorce 

case for  referral to  Archbishop  Benny  Travas  of  Karachi , the lone canonis t in the southern 

arch diocese . 

 

ñItôs the second  case in two years in my  parish. The di vorce r ate is higher among the 

Engli sh-speaking Goan community than in the Punjabi community. We als o involve 

community elders for reconcili ation between couples,ò Father Arbaz said.  

Christia n perso na l laws are a thor ny issue that has create d a divide betw een hum an 

rights groups and the Cath olic Church. Activists advocate amendments to the Christian 

Marr iage Act of 1872 and Christian Divorce A ct of 1869 which legalize mar riages between 

16 -year -old bo ys and 13 -year -old girls, th us conflicting with regional c ustoms.  

Two of Pakistanôs five provinces ð Sindh and Punjab ð have passed laws prohibiting 

child mar riage, although Punjab allows girls to b e married at 16, while Sindh has a 

minimum age of 1 8. Sect ion 10 of the C hris tian Divo rce Act allows husbands to pro ve 

adul tery as the only reason for d issolution of a Christian marriage.  

An  inab i l i t y  to  a t t a in  lega l  p roo f  and  documentat ion  on  mar i ta l  

and  pe rsona l  s ta tus  prov ides  d i f f i cu l t i es  fo r  severa l  r e l ig iou s  

m ino r i t ies ,  e spec ia l ly  t he i r  women  

Howeve r, the Christia n wife could petition for divorce if  her husband changes religion, 

marries another woman, becomes gu ilty of incestuous adultery, or rape, so domy or 

bestiality, or desert s without reasonable e xcuse, fo r  two years o r up wards. Fu rthermore, 

a no n-Muslim marria ge can be invalidated if one of the two parties converts to Islam.  

Both government and church commit tees have been negotiating for decades t o update 

the laws relating to  Christian conjugal co nflicts . I n February, Huma n Rights Minister 

Shiree n Mazari announ ced tha t  the  draft  of  a new  bill  to address laws gov erning marriage 

and di vorce h ad been finaliz ed.  

The draft  law was comple ted after 150 r ounds o f consultations conducted by the Ministry 

of Human Rights with various churches and Christian  leaders. It has been with the 

Ministry of Law and Justice for more t han two years. In July , the N at ional Lobbyin g 

Delegation of minority act ivists urged go vernmen t to submit it to parliament for 

consideration and adoption.  

The absence of a cohesive, codif ied personal law system for minorities i n Pakistan leaves 

members of these communities vuln erable an d without ade quat e legal r elief for many 

family and marr iage - re lated matters, claims the Kar achi -based Legal Aid Society.   

ñAn inability to attain legal proof and docume ntation on m arital and person al status 

provides dif ficulti es for several reli gious min orities, especi ally their wome n, who face 

serious challenges in re marrying, divorcing, separating, adopting or even traveling 

abroad,ò stated the Legal Needs Assessment Survey publis hed last week.  

ñThere is also ambivalen ce rega rd ing the divor ce a nd dissol ution laws, wit h many women 

fr om non -Muslim communities explaining  how men from their community are afforded 

more rights through t his colonial -era legislation than they a re.  

https://www.ucanews.com/directory/bishops/archbishop-mario-travas/1063
https://www.ucanews.com/directory/dioceses/pakistan-karachi/379
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ñWomen must overcome all these legal and instit utional  disadvantages and obstacles  to 

seek the le gal recourse th ey need  for domestic issues so that they can receive sufficient 

alimony to simply survive in an econ omy that does not value divorced women, much less 

divorced women from  non -Muslim communitie s.ò 

On Oct. 26,  Archbishop  Joseph  Arshad  blessed the new Ecclesiastical T ribunal (for Nullity 

of Marriage Cases) in  Islamabad -Rawalp indi  Diocese . A team of five  priests, three of 

them canonist s, took oaths as the tribunalôs personnel.  

ñThis is the first time we have had an office and a proper  set -up in the diocese , which  is 

celebrating  its  platinum  jubilee. Many cases were dela yed and  people used other tactics, 

such as converting to Islam, crea ting a negative impression of th e Church. Our aim is to 

save family life , which is a gift of God, and  facilitate people,ò said Fat her Kamran Youn as, 

the tribu nalôs notary. 

ñChristians shou ld give  priority to the laws of the Bible. Using them for personal b enefits 

results in disaster. Eve n in cases of adultery, we prefer bringi ng them back to goodness. 

Our  office is still a new  concep t.  We plan to e duca te catech ists and priest s about how to 

file th e petitions and get quick inf ormation.ò  

I t  i s  a  mat ter  o f  j u s t ice  and  law  above  theo log ica l  i n te rpre ta t ions .  

D i f fe rent  i n te rpre ta t io ns  can’t cu l t i va te  a  consensu s  

 

Marriage tribunals existed  in six diocese s an d the apo stolic vicariat e before the re cent 

shortage of experts on canon la w.  Multan  Dioc ese lost its last canonist i n 2020.    

Father Arbaz  apprec iated the initi ativ e. ñSuch an office is st ill lacking in Karachi , the 

largest city of Pakista n. Archbishop Travas deals with such cases alone or delegates ot her 

priests. We prefer the term separati on,ò he said. 

Peter Jacob, th e Catholic  director of  the Ce nt re for Social  Justice, urg ed other dioces es to 

set up tr ibunals .  

ñItôs a welcome step and a good beginning. Competent people, including at least one lay 

com petent lawyer, should be part of the tri bunals to avoid unnecessary d elays and 

complication s in ci vi l courts. It will  also cle ar the road on reconciliation more th an the 

ordinary courts can do ,ò he said. 

ñThe draft law on Christian personal laws should have large ownership. It is a matter of 

jus tice and law above theologica l interpre tations. Dif ferent in terpretations  canôt cultivate 

a consensus . It should be done in  accordance with universal pr inciples of justice.ò  

https://www.ucanews.com/directory/bishops/archbishop-arshad/687
https://www.ucanews.com/directory/dioceses/pakistan-islamabad-rawalpindi/383
https://www.ucanews.com/directory/dioceses/pakistan-multan/384
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Archbishop Joseph Arshad (center) with personnel of the Ecclesiastical Tribunal (for Nullity 

of Marriage Cases) in Islamabad-Rawalpindi Diocese. (Photo supplied)    

 

Pakistan told to release Christian charged with 
blasphemy 

UN experts se ek an u rg ent review of  Ste phen Masi h's case  

 

UCA News (23.10.2021 ) -  https://bit.ly/3nuDbFi  -  UN human rights expert s have 

app ealed to Pakistan to immediately release  Stephen Masih, a Christian f rom Sialkot 

district d etained  for over two y ears  awaiting  trial for alle gedly committin g blasp hemy.  

ñWe are seriously concerned by the persecution and ongoing detention of Mr. M asih on 

blasphemy grounds, and by his treatment at  th e hands of the judicial an d prison 

authorities w ho are aw are of his ps ycho social di sability and he alth condition, ò the experts 

said in a statement on  Oct. 21.  

They called on authorities in Pakistan to ur gently rev iew Masihôs case, release and drop 

all c har ges against him, and ensur e protection for him a nd his family.  

The UN expe rts said they were conce rned by the con tinued persecution and acts of 

viole nce perpetrated by state and non -state actors in Paki stan, fuele d by claims of 

apostasy and blasphemy, o fte n targeting religious or b elief minorities.  

Masih was a tt acked by a mo b ac cusing hi m of committing  blasphemy foll owing a n 

argument with one of his ne ighbors in Imran Pura Badian village in March 2019. H is 

family h om e was also set on fire.  

Local police r egi stered a complaint and arr ested him on March 15,  2019, bu t he was 

info rmed  about th e blasphemy cha rges only after  three months.  

https://bit.ly/3nuDbFi
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“We  urge  the  governme nt  o f  Pak is tan  to  comply  wi th  i t s  

in te rnat iona l  human  r igh ts  ob l i g at ions ,  inc lud ing  wi th  regard  to  

f reed om  o f  express ion ,  re l ig ion  o r  be l ie f ” 

ñIt is deeply alarmi ng  that a mere disa greement between neighbo rs could lead t o the 

judicial ha rassment of an indi vidual, based on his religious or other beliefs, and by the 

use of  anti -blasphemy laws which may carry t he death penalty,ò the experts said.  

According to i nformat ion received by  the  UN exper ts, the prosecu tion did not di sclose 

publicly a ny evidence against  Masih and no witness testimonies were ever recorded.  

The UN exp er ts also said they were concerned by th e l ack of medical care given to Masih 

in  Sialkot di strict ja il. Medical r evie ws to ass ess his mental health and fitn ess to stand 

tria l have been repeate dly delayed, they said.  

The experts added that Masihôs reported detention in a cell with prisoners of th e Muslim 

faith put him in dan ger and was a matter o f conce rn . 

ñWe urge the go vernment of Pakistan to comply with its  intern ational h uman rights 

obligati ons, including with regard to freedom of expression, religion or  belief, as well as 

with regard to the r igh ts of persons who belong t o minorities, to repea l all i ts  anti -

blasphe my a nd anti -apostasy legisla tion and to tak e measu res to co mbat advocacy of 

rel igious hatred that constitutes incitement to discrimination and violence,ò the experts 

said.  

The experts  have been in contact with Pa kistan's government to  try to  resolve the 

ma tter .  

Photo  :  Islamist stude nts throw footw ear tow ard effigies representing Asi a Bibi, a 

Pakistani Christian woman who was released after spend ing eight years on death row for 

blasphe my,  in Karachi on Nov. 21, 20 18. (Photo: AFP)  

 

Christian on blasphemy charges must be freed – experts 

UN OHCHR (21.1 0.2021)  ï https: //bit.ly/3pOLEWQ  -   UN hu man  ri ghts experts* today 

urgently a ppealed to Pakistan to r elease Stephen Masih, a Pakis tani Christian from 

Sialkot D istrict, who ha s be en detain ed for o ver two  years awaiting  trial for allegedly 

committing blas phemy.  

 

ñWe are seriously concerned by the persecution and ongoi ng detention of Mr. Masih on 

blasphemy g rou nds, and by his treatment at the hands of the ju dicial and prison 

auth orit ies who a re aware of his  psychosocial d isabili ty and health condition,ò the experts 

said.  

 

ñWe call on the authorities to urgently review Mr. Masihôs case, and to release and drop 

al l charges against him, and  to ensure protection for him  and his family .ò 

 

The UN ex perts said they  were concerned  by the  continued persecution and ac ts of 

violen ce perpetrated by State and non -state actors in Paki stan, fuel ed by claims of 

apostasy and b lasphemy, often targeting rel igious or belief minor ities.   

 

In March 2019 , fo llowing a n argument with  one of his nei ghbours  in Imran Pura Badian 

village , Mr. Masih was attacked by a group of people accusing him of co mmitting 

blasphemy. His family home was also set on fire. Local polic e filed a First Inform ation 

https://bit.ly/3pOLEWQ
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Report (FIR) aga inst  him and arrested him on  15 March 2019.  He was  informed about the 

blasphemy  charges onl y three months later.   

 

ñIt is deeply alarming that a mere disagreement between neighbours c oul d lead to the 

judicial har assment of an individu al, bas ed on his relig ious  or other  beliefs, and b y the 

use of an ti -blas phemy laws which may carry th e death penal ty,ò the experts said. 

 

The Session Court in Sialko t denied a bail request on 5 August 2021 . A ccording to 

information re ceived by the UN exper t s, the  prosecution di d no t disclos e publicly any 

evidence agains t Mr. M asih, and their witness testi monies were no t recorded. Lahore 

High Court will hear an appeal on his bail application on 22 October.  

 

The UN experts also said they  were concerned by the  lack o f medical care give n to Mr. 

Masih in Sialko t District Jail . Medic al reviews to assess his ment al health and f itness to 

stand trial have been repeatedly delaye d, they said.   

 

The experts added that M r. Masihôs reported detention in a cell with prison ers of th e 

Muslim fait h pu t him in danger  and was a matter of con cern.  

 

ñWe urge the Government of Pakistan to comply  with its international human rights 

obligations , including with regard to freedom of ex pre ssion, religion or belief,  as well as 

with regar d to th e rights of per sons  who belo ng to minoritie s, to repeal al l its a nti -

blasphemy and anti -aposta sy legislation a nd to take measures to combat advocacy of 

religi ous hatred that constitutes incitement t o d iscrimination and violence ,ò the experts 

said.  

 

The exp er ts have been in c ontact wi th the Governme nt of Pakistan on the matter.  

 

(*) The experts : Ahm ed Shaheed,  Special Rapporteur on  free dom of religion or 

bel ief ;  I re ne Khan ,  Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the rig ht to 

freedom of opinion and expression ;  Fernand de Varennes ,  Special Rapporteur on 

mino rity issues ;  Tlaleng Mofokeng ,  Special Rapporteu r on the right to phys ical an d 

mental h ealth  

The Special  Rapporteurs, I ndependent Expe rts and  Working Groups are part of w hat is 

known as the  Special P roc edures  of the Human Right s Council. Special Pro cedures , the 

large st b ody of indepe ndent experts i n the UN Human Rights system, is the general 

name o f the Councilôs independent fact- finding and monitoring mechanis ms that address 

either specific country sit uations or thematic issues  in all parts of the w orld. S pecial 

Procedur es e xperts wo rk on a volunta ry basis; they are not  UN staff and do not receive a 

salary for their work. They are independent from any governmen t or organization and 

serve in their ind ivi dual capacity.  

 

Forced conversion law rejected in Pakistan: democracy’s 
bitter winter 

The  statute would have put a halt to the pra ctice of kidnapping , converting to 

Islam, and marryin g to Muslim men young Hindu an d Christian girls.  

 

By Massimo  Introvign e 

 

Bitter Winter (20.10.2021)  -  htt ps:/ /bit.ly/3 E0cv63  -  When we decided to c all our  

magazine ñBitter Winter,ò we alluded to the fact that China is  experiencing a permanent 

hars h winter where human rights and re ligiou s l iberty are frozen. But the re is a bitter 

winter of free dom of religion  and  human ri ghts i n Pakista n as well.  

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/FreedomReligion/Pages/FreedomReligionIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/FreedomReligion/Pages/FreedomReligionIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/freedomopinion/pages/opinionindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/freedomopinion/pages/opinionindex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Minorities/SRMinorities/Pages/SRminorityissuesIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Minorities/SRMinorities/Pages/SRminorityissuesIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/Welcomepage.aspx
https://bit.ly/3E0cv63
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Last  week, a parliamentary committee in Pakistan rejected a draft law that  would have 

made forced religi ous conversions a crime, punishabl e with  a 5-  to 10 -years jail penalt y. 

Such draconian reme dy was seen by religio us m inorities  as th e only wa y to stop the 

epidemic s of abductions, conversions to Islam, and marriages to Muslims  of young Hindu 

and Christian girls, many of them minors, someth ing  Bitte r Winter  has repeatedly 

denounced.  

We acknowledg ed that , among thousan ds o f cases, there may be so me when young g irls 

fr om the religious minorities r eally fall in love with older Musl im men, creating a Romeo -

and -Juliet situation. There are many ot her ca ses where conversion and marr iage are 

clearly the r esult o f violence. Eve n if  courts a re wel l- intenti oned, which in Pakista n is not 

always the case, dis cerning is difficult. Laws forbidd ing religious conversions of m inors, 

except when their parents a lso co nve rt to a different religion , and submitting relig ious 

conv ersion to tes ts t o reasona bly ex clude it has been forced , are t he only way of 

preventing vio lence and protecting minorities.  

That the law would be rejected became clear in August, when the M inistr y o f Religious 

Affairs interv iewed under the aegis of the Council of Isla mic Ideology,  cler ics from 

different Islamic schools , who claimed that ñthere are no forced conversions in Pakistan .ò 

Min ori ty human rights activists noted that some of the  cleric s who testified  as experts 

were in volved in  cases of force d conve rsions themselves.  

The Minist er of Religious Affairs, Sahibzada  Noorul Haq Qadri, was indeed the main force 

behind the rejectio n of t he draft bill. He claimed tha t problems exist only in thre e districts 

of Sind h, and th at gir ls conver t to Islam beca use the y fall in love with Muslim me n or, 

more frequently, because the y are poor and want to marry r icher Muslims.  

enator Anwaar -ul -Haq Kaka r, chair of the committee who  rejected the draft 

bi ll,  commented  that , ñNinety eight per cent of forced  conversion cases take place with 

underprivileged g irls, w ho run away fro m th eir homes . Ther eôs seldom been any case  like 

such for women who are doctors  and engineers, or just higher up the social class.ò Other 

membe rs of the commi ttee played the nationali st card, and called the draft  law a fruit of 

the We stôs atte mpt to interf ere in the in ternal  affairs of Pakistan.  

This is a n egregious way of blaming th e victims. If Christians or Hindu girls are poor, and 

are not ñdoctors or engin eers,ò it seems that they should be happy to be ñtakenò by 

richer Muslim men , no ma tt er what their  age  and thei r cult ure is.  

The rejection of  the dr aft law makes it abundantly c lear that Pakistan is not prepared  to 

deal seriously with the di scrimination an d violence against religi ous  minorities. The 

internati onal community should take no ti ce.  

Photo  :  Pakistanôs Minister of Religi ous Affairs, Sa hibzada  Noorul Haq Qadri (right), 

defending the rejection of the force d conversion draft law in jour nalist Shahzeb 

Khanzadaôs (left)TV program.  From Twitter.  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1642778
https://www.dawn.com/news/1642778
https://theprint.in/go-to-pakistan/rip-minorities-of-pakistan-politicians-junk-bill-meant-to-stop-forced-conversions/751268/
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New religious body draws ire from rights activists 

 
Pa kistan is  setti ng up a new religious bo dy as p art of efforts to push for an  

"Islamic welfare state." But acti vists warn t hat the n ew author ity could 

jeopardize the lives of women and  religious minorities.  

 

 

DW (15.10.2021) -  ht tps:// bit.ly/3vqru TQ -  The Pa kistani  government has signed an 

ord inance for the establishment of th e Rehmatul - lil -Alameen  Authori ty (RAA) religious 

body, triggering fear s t hat it could further empow er the  country's influ ential cleri cs and 

und ermi ne the  rights of women  and religious minorities.  

 

President Ari f A lvi on Thursday issued the  ordinance on the esta blishme nt of  the RAA. 

The body will  be co mposed of a chairman and  six me mbers, with Prime Minister Im ran 

Khan as the patron - in -chief of  the committ ee.  

 

Khan had anno unced the government's decis ion earlier thi s week, stating that the 

purpose of the authorit y was t o tea ch the lif e of  Prophet Muhamm ad to adults  and 

childre n.  

 

Kha n said the body would monitor  the curriculum and watch out for any "blasphe mous" 

content bein g shared in the media,  in s chool syllab i and on social media platforms.  

The prime minister also said a carto on series re flecting Islamic t raditions would be 

launched.  

 

Muhammad I qba l Khan Afridi, a parliamen tarian from the ruling  party,  welc omed the 

m ove,  saying s uch a religious au thority shou ld ha ve  been set up long time ago.  

" Imran Khan did a great service to religion by establishing this authority," he said. "This 

is an Islamic  country, and we want our syl labus, media, social m edia an d law s to refle ct 

the aspect  of ou r religion."  

 

Awami Work ers Pa rty leader Shazia Khan told DW  that the RAA might not only resul t in 

an upti ck in extremists i n Pakistan, but also put women and relig iou s minorities under 

threat.  

 

"If a woman expresse s an un conve ntional vi ew o n any iss ue, sh e could inst antly be 

dec lared a  heretic by these clerics, je opardizing her life," Khan said.  

 

Pakistan's religious minorities under threat 

 

Peter Jacob, a Lahore -based  Christian rights activist , told DW that the cre ation o f the  

RAA could  also further  repre ss Pakistan' s religious minorit ies.  

 

"Minorities are already  reluctant to express their views openly on so cial media because  of 

the immense social influence of Paki sta ni clerics," Jacob said. " Now this authority wil l 

furth er in stitutiona lize  their po wers,"  he added.  

 

"Currently i t is in div idual clerics who could po int out any material on social med ia, 

dubbing it un - Islamic or b lasphemous, but now the members of an au tho rity might do it, 

https://bit.ly/3vqruTQ
https://www.dw.com/en/pakistan-outpouring-of-anger-after-woman-assaulted-by-over-400-men/a-58893578
https://www.dw.com/en/why-pakistans-new-school-textbooks-are-sparking-backlash-over-gender/a-59168721
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creating  an existential threat  to not  only  minoritie s bu t also se cular and liberal 

Pakistanis,"  he sai d.  

 

What other measures has Pakistan taken to reinforce religious bodies? 

 

Pakistan already h as a number  of Islamic bodies with exten ded  sup port from the 

government .  

 

The Council of Islamic Ideology  advises the  government on whe ther it considers 

proposed laws Islamic or un - Islamic. The council is  made up of Islamic cl erics a nd 

scholars who  adv ise Pakis tani l egislators.  

 

In 2016, a chairma n of th e council told reporte rs that husbands can "lightly beat " their 

wive s.  

 

"If you want h er to mend her ways, you should first ad vis e her. ... If she refuses,  stop 

talking to her . .. stop  shar ing a bed with  her, and , if t hings do not  change, get  a bit 

strict,"  Muhammad Khan Sheran i said, according to Pakistan's  Express 

Tribun e newspaper.  

 

If a ll else fails, he said, "hit her with li ght  things like handkerchief,  a hat or a turban, bu t  

do no t hit  her on th e fa ce or pri vate p arts."  

 

The council also  stated  that it w as "un - Islamic" for  women to leave abusive relationsh ips 

and seek  refuge in shelter s.  

 

A Shariah court has also been in exi ste nce for several years in P akistan.  

 

PM Khan is 'pushing Pakistan on his own' 

 

Promi nent a ctivist Perv ez Hoodbhoy told DW  that Khan i s the prime minis ter Pakistan's 

clerics have always  dreamed of.  

 

"They don't need  to push him," Hoodbhoy said. "He is pus hin g Pakistan on his own."  

Hoodbhoy said Khan had s et up t he re ligious bo dy t o revam p his public image  and to be 

remembered as a protector of  Is lam like the historical fi gure Saladin.  

 

Creatin g the R AA is  a gimmick  mea nt to bur nish K han's populi st credentia ls, Hoo dbhoy 

said.  

 

Khan has also an nounced that Pakistan would set up  a TV channe l in collaboration  with 

Turkey and other Islamic countries  to  counter Islamophobia. In May, he laid the 

found ation s tone of the spi ritu al A l-Qad ir Uni versity in S ohawa in Jhe lum dis trict.  

 

Khan's wife, Bushra B ibi, inaugurated an e - library dedi cated to res earch on Sufis, sa ints 

and mystics in Lahore. The Punjab g ove rnment launched scholarshi ps for national and 

in ternati onal students t o ca rry o ut r esearc h on religio us subjects.  

 

Undermining socioeconomic development 

 

Lahore -based lawyer Abida Cha udhry said t hat, as religious bodies gain power 

throughout Pakistan, s ocial and economic developmen t are being undermined . 

 

"Thi s new  authority  wou ld also be stuf fed with con servative cl erics,"  Chaudhry said. "On 

the one h and, the government is drastically  slashing bu dgets for health, education and 

https://www.dw.com/en/afghanistan-pakistan-braces-for-more-islamization-after-taliban-victory/a-59202595
https://www.dw.com/en/afghanistan-pakistan-braces-for-more-islamization-after-taliban-victory/a-59202595
https://www.dw.com/en/pandora-papers-how-will-the-revelations-impact-pakistans-politics/a-59410849
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social security, and, on t he other, religious bodies th at have no justificati on in t he 21 st 

century  are  being f ormed."  

 

She said t he governmen t shoul d address inflation, increase  its  budg et for education , 

improve  the health system and  provid e she lter for t he h omeless.  

 

"And please do no t drag relig ion int o state affairs," Chaudhry sa id. "Let it be a matter of 

an indi vidual and f ocus on social sec urities."  

 

Photo  :  Asif Hassan/AFP  

 

Parliamentary panel rejects anti-forced conversion bill 
amid protests by minorities’ lawmakers 

 

The Parliamentary Committee to Protect Minorities from Forced Conversions rejected the 

Anti-Forced Conversion Bill on Wednesday. ð AFP/File 

 
By Nadeer Guramani 

 

Dawn (13.10.2021) - A parliamentary committee on Wednesday rejected the 

anti-forced conversion bill after the Ministry of Religious Affairs opposed the 

proposed law while lawmakers from minority communities protested the 

decision. 

 

The bill came under disc ussion during a meeting of the Parliamentar y Committee to 

Protect Minorities from Forced Conversions,  wh ere Religious Affairs Ministe r No orul Haq 

Qadri said the " envi ronment is unfa vourab le" fo r formulating a law against  forced  

conversions.  

 

https://www.dw.com/en/how-has-covid-impacted-pakistans-education-system/a-59264829
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He warned that  forming a law on forced conver sions would deteriorate peace in the 

country and "create further probl ems  for minorities". "They (the minor ities) will be  made 

more  vul nerable," t he m iniste r said . 

 

Stating tha t the provinc ial gov ernments, the National Assemb ly speaker and the Prime 

Minist er's Office may take other mea sures to end forced conversions, he reit era ted that 

legislation on the m atter could lead to  a melee.   

 

Minister of S tate  for P arliam entary Affairs  Ali Muhammad  Khan s aid the issue of forced 

conve rsions had already been raised before the p rime minister, who  had formed a special 

parliamentary comm itt ee on the matter.   

 

"We are s erious a bout [addre ssing] the  pro blem of for ced conver sions, " he said. He 

added that th e law o n the subject, however, was t o be formed to address the issu e "and 

not f or getting appreci ation from an international organisation  or  a non -governmental 

organisat ion".   

 

He further stated tha t le gislation o n th e subj ect wa s being oppose d as setting an age 

limit with regards to forced conversions "goes against Islam  and the Con stitution of 

Pakis tan".  

 

The minister informed the committ ee that Law Minister Farogh Nase em had cal led him t o 

his offi ce a nd cautione d hi m agai nst le gislating on t he matter, te rming t he move 

"dangerous".  

 

"He (Na seem) said to me that [being gi ven] ministr ies is of little v alue as they come and 

go, but we should not  go against Islam," Khan adde d.  

 

Jamaat - i- Islami  Senator M usht aq Ahmed al so o pposed  the b ill, denying t hat the probl em 

of f orced conversions existed in Pakistan. "This bill is anti - Is lam," he rem arked.  

 

Criticisin g the government for proposing the law i n t he first place, the senator s aid, "It is 

due to the incumb ent government' s wr ong po licies  and neglect t hat not just Pakista n, but 

the entire Muslim worl d and minorities are also facin g difficulti es."  

 

The oppositi on to the bill irked PTI MNA Lal Chand M alh i, who said the remarks by th e 

ministers wh o had  spoken ea rlie r gave the impr ession  that forced convers ions were not  a 

prob lem in Pakistan.  

 

"You are co rnering minorities and such dec isions [reje cting the bill] wi ll make life a living 

hell for minoritie s i n this country," he said.   

 

Malhi claimed tha t t he bill ha d no t been reje cted  by th e Mini stry of Religi ous Affairs o r the 

Council of Islamic Ideology (C II) but had been dismissed on t he instructi ons of Mian 

Mithu.  Mithu, the pir of Bharchundi Sharif, ha s b een blamed for the alleged fo rced 

conversions  of  Hindu gir ls i n rural Sin dh.  

In res ponse to allegations  by Malhi, Kh an accu sed him of making false and p olitical 

statements.  

 

An angry Senator Ahme d added, "No matte r what happens, we will not allow anyone  to  

go against Islam."   

 

Another  committee member,  Maulvi Fai z Ah med, also s aid the bi ll was  against Islam  and 

Shariah.  "And w e will not allow any legislat ion in this country that is aga inst Islam,"  he 

added.  
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This l ed to a protest by members from minority  communities, who decried that y oung 

people from th eir commun itie s were bein g ki dnappe d in b road daylight and forcibly 

convert ed to Islam, while also lamen ting the fact that Muslim membe rs had taken  the 

stance that f orced conversion was not a problem in Pa kis tan.  

 

PTI lawmaker Ramesh Kum ar said that while they were not opposing wi llfu l conv ersion s, 

many Hindus  were promise d money  and marriages in order to lu re them into converting 

to Isla m.  

 

"And whe n they are not giv en what they are promised, they return h ome . This means 

that they did no t convert of their own free w ill, " he added.   

 

He went  on to  say that oppo sing legislat ion aga inst forced conversion indica ted that the 

"government is wor ried about [ the reaction by] e lements involved" in the problem.  

 

Cleri cs had  expre ssed  reservatio ns  over t he bil l in August, c alling it a c onspira cy and 

suggesting that the go vernment should not fall into t he trap of t he West by taking it to 

parliament.  

 

At a meeting, chaired  by  Council of Islamic Ideology (CII) Chairperson D r Qibla Ay az, 

they had re view ed the  draft  bill and obje cted to sever al clau ses, including the minimum 

age of conversion.   

 

Draft bill  

 

A copy of th e draft bill, whic h is available with  Dawn , shows that any  non-Muslim, who is 

not a child,  and is able and wi lling to c onve rt to anoth er r eligio n will  apply for a 

conversion cer tificat e from an additional sessions  judge of the area where he or she is 

resid ing.  

 

The draft la w highlights that the application will h ave  to include the name of a non -

Muslim who is will ing to cha nge the religio n, a ge and  gende r, CNIC number , details of 

parents , siblings, children and spou se (if any), current religion a nd the reaso n to c onvert 

to th e new religion.  

 

The draft law states th at the additional sessions judge  will set a date fo r  intervie w wi thin 

seven days  of re ceipt of an applicat ion for conve rsion, and on the date the judge wil l 

ensure that the conversion is  not under a ny dure ss and not due to any deceit or 

fraudulent misrepre sen tation.  

 

The proposed law sta tes that the ñJudge may award  a t ime period of 9 0 days  to th e non -

Muslim t o undertake a  compar ative study of the religions and return to the office of the  

Additional Sessions  Judge.ò 

 

After satisfaction, the judge will issue  th e certificate of change of re ligion.  

 

The propos ed law als o aw ards punish ment  betwe en fiv e to 10 years and a fine fr om 

Rs10 0,000 to Rs200,000 to any per son who uses criminal force to convert a pe rson to 

another re ligion.  

 

While any person who is an abet tor  to a forced conversion will be liable to impris onment 

fro m th ree to five  yea rs and  a fin e of Rs100,000 . 

 

It has bee n highl ighted that the age of the pe rson willing to convert his/her  religion wi ll 

be determ ined b y either the childôs birth certificate, or school enrolment certificate,  or 

Nadra B -Form.  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1642501


Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | Pakistan    

 

 

ñOnly in t he a bsence of s uch forms the ch ildôs age may be determined  on the  basis of a 

medical examinati on,ò the draft added. 

 

The prop osed law als o states that the case of forced conversion will have to b e d isposed 

of within 90 days by the court, while ap peal again st a  conviction  or acquit tal of  an 

offence un der this Act can be presented before the respecti ve high court within ten days 

from the date  on which copy  of the order passed by the Court of Session  is supplied to 

the appellant.  

 

No new law against Islamic guidelines in my rule: PM 
Imran Khan 

The News (29.09.2021) - https://bit.ly/3AcfplQ - Prime Minister  Imran Khan has 

assured the ulema that no law repugnant to  Is lamic teachings will be made during his 

rule.  

The prime mi nist er said tha t th e cont entiou s government b ills --  inclu ding on e apparently 

addressing the i ssue of d omestic violence and a noth er draft ed to check forced  

conversions --  will not be enacted as t hey  have provisions which are óin direct conflict 

with the te achi ngs of Isla m.ô 

Accord ing to  sources, duri ng his meetin g with Islamic scholars in Karachi o n Monday,  the 

prime minister al so e xpressed  his concerns abou t how to protect the family system and 

the socio - religious values of Pak istani society.  

The prime min iste r said that  som e non -govern mental organis ations are wo rking h ard to 

get such laws and poli cies legi slated that promote we ster nisation  and seriously hur t our 

family system and socio - religious val ues.  

The prime minister once again pointed out t hat the sp read  of indecen cy a nd obs cenity  

through the s ocial media s eriousl y threatens our family system  which mu st be protected. 

He so ught  the ule maôs views on how to save our societyôs values, including the  family 

system.  

The sources s aid that most of th e religiou s sc holars iden tifi ed obs cenity , which they s aid 

is being spread specially by the social media , as the major threat to our fa mily  system.  

The prime ministe r was told by some of the ulema that it is the stateôs responsibility to 

regulate the media  to ensure  tha t whether t hese  are t elevis ion channels o r any other 

form of social media including Youtub e channel s, they operate within  the  paramet ers set 

by the Con stitution and the law and they should no t b e allowed to spread obscenity  and 

indecency.  

Dur ing his in tera ction with the ulema,  the p rime minister also talked a bout th e Turkish 

drama Ertugrul Ghaz i and sai d that he got it to ru n on  PTV and  it became instant ly 

popular and broke all records. The pr emi er said earlier he was being told that producing  

indecent and vulgar dram as a nd fil ms was  the only choi ce to make th em sell  and earn 

money. He, however,  said tha t the Turkish drama, w hich  shows I slamic history and  has 

no indecent and vulgar parts, has n ega ted this excuse of depending on vulgarity for 

successful p rodu ctions.  

https://bit.ly/3AcfplQ
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The pre mier a s well  as the religi ous scholars also ur ged the need for introducing a 

compreh ensive system for the char acter -bu ilding of society for which the government, 

religious scho lar s, educational institutions, and media should pl ay an impo rtan t role.  

The pri me min isterôs attention wa s drawn towar ds cert ain government bills and draf t 

laws, i ncluding the Domestic Viol ence Bil l and Anti Forced Conversion Bill, which, 

according to the  ulema, are against the teaching s of Islam. The rel igious sch olar s 

explained  how  these  draft  laws violate the teachings  of our  religion.  

Prime Minister Imr an Khan a ssured the religious s chol ars that  no such law would  be 

enacted during his rule. The premier  requested the ulema to keep him  informed about 

any  such act so t hat he coul d in terven e in t ime and ensure  that no poli cy or l aw which 

conflicts with Islam  is made.  

The prime minister so ught  the rel igious scholarsô help in educating people about the 

teachi ngs  of Islam to make a better so ciety for all. A fe w among th e sc holars who 

atte nded t he mee ting told The News that the  prime minister impressed the ulema with 

his talk.  

Photo : The News Int ernationa l 

 

 

 

‘No minimum age for conversion in Islam’, Lahore High 
Court says 

By Ahmed Saeed   

VoicePK (27.09.2021)  -  https://bit.ly/3i dzjXq  -  The Lahore High Court (LHC) has rejected  

a pet ition filed b y a Chris tian man, Gu lzar Masih, seekin g recovery and custody of his 

reportedly  un derage daughter, Chashmaan Masih , who was allege dly forcibly conv erted 

to Is lam and  then married to an old er Muslim man . 

Justi ce Tariq Nadeem, while dismis sin g t he petition, observed that there i s no minimum 

age o f conversion in Islam and that Hazrat Al i e mbraced Islam at the age of 10. The 

court also o bserved that Chashmaan is 17  yea rs old an d therefore legal ly eligible t o 

chang e her religion. Furthermore, she  also recorded a  statemen t under sect ion 164 of 

the Cri minal Procedure Code (Cr.P.C.) before a mag istrate in Faisalabad that she h ad 

converted out  of her free will .  

However, Masihôs lawye r apprised the LH C that the Fa isalaba d court recorded her 

statemen t w ith out sending s ummons to  the girlôs father.  

ñThe high court cannot undertake factual inquiry w hil e exercising jurisdiction under 

Article 199 of t he Constituti on. In as much as t he questi on as to whether a conversion is 

tain ted or otherwise cannot be de ter min ed without re cording t he evidence, ò the order 

said.  

https://bit.ly/3idzjXq
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Chashmaanôs father has repeatedly claimed t hat she is just 13 years and nin e months 

old, an d has produce d le gal documen ts i ncl uding her birth certifi cate and NADR Aôs 

(National Database and Registrat ion  Authority )  B- fo rm to asc ertain his c laims.  

 

To determin e the age of the girl, the court relied onl y on the FIR (First Information 

Report)  which me ntioned the a ge of the victi m as  17  years . According to M asih, he is 

il literat e and his FIR application was  wr itt en by a polic e officia l who delibe rately 

mentioned t he wrong age of the girl.  

The court also  ignored the fact that Gulzar Masih  had moved many applications bef ore 

senior p olic e o fficia ls to rectify th e age of his d aughter  in police records including the  FIR. 

Background  

Accordin g to details  of the case, Chas hmaan was kidnapped from her school by 

unid entified individuals on July 27,  2021. When Gulz ar lodged an FIR with the po lice , h e 

was forwarded a vide o of Chashmaan  ñconvertingò to Islam and a snap of a nik kahnama 

with a Muslim man who went  by the name of Us man on his WhatsApp number.  

Chashmanôs age on the marriage certificate is 1 9 years , whereas  per the chil d m arriage 

rest rain t a ct the  minimum marriag eable age in P unjab i s 16 years for girls and 18 y ears 

for boys.  

Masih is a ri ckshaw drive r and has no means  to fight legal battles in courts. Howev er,  he 

said that he will challenge the LHC ôs decision in the ape x c ourt and wil l tr y t o get his 

daughter bac k home.  

ñChashmaanôs mother is mentally unstable a nd her  condition ha s deterio rated since she 

knew about the  incident. She goes into fits, tossing p ans  and tearing her clothes. She 

keeps beg ging me t o bring back Chashmaan,ò he told  Voicepk. net .  

Govt warned  against crimi nalisin g forced conversions  

Incident s of f orced convers ion of Hi ndu and Chri stian girls in Pak istan have increased in 

recent years. To  address this, the Ministry of Huma n Right s recentl y presented a  dr aft bill 

cri mina liz ing fo rced conversions  and setting a  minimu m age for conversion.  

However , the bill has been  rejected  by the Mini stry of Religious Affairs and the Council of 

Islamic Ideol ogy  (CII) for not being in line wit h Shari ah.  

The C I I has warned  th e government  aga ins t pass ing any such law s as it will r esult i n 

chaos and anarchy in the co untry.  

According to  Qibla Ay az, Chair of  the CII, such inc idents have nothing to do with religion 

rat her they stem from social factor s, and that girl s tend to con ver t to Islam i n or der  to 

ma rry of their cho ice.  

In this r egard, Christian activist Lala Robin  says that forced c onversion  is sadly a reality, 

and that it is not possible to solve a problem wi tho ut acknowledging it exists first .  
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Statistics about victims of blasphemy laws (1987-2021) 

Presentation by lawyer Akmal Bhatti, director of the Minorities Association of Pakistan 

(MAP) 
To the press conference “Is Suspension O f Pakistan’s GSP+ Status Overdue?” at 

the Press Clu b  Brussels, host ed by Human Rig hts Withou t Frontiers  

Brussel s, 9 September  2021  

By Akma l Bhatti  

 

HRWF (21.09.2 021 ) -  Since 198 7 to Augu st 2021, 1,8 65 people have bee n charged 

under the blasphem y laws, with  a significant spike in 2020, when 200  cases were 

registered. Punja b, the province  whe re mos t Christians of Pak istan live, is  leadin g with  

76% cases and 337 peop le in prison for  blasphem y.  The large st number of inmat es is in 

the Lahore District  Jail (60).  Also, at least 128 people have been ki lled by mobs,  outside 

any jud iciary process,  aft er bei ng signalled as hav ing committed blasphe my or apostasy, 

without any c han ce to have ac cess to a n investigat ion, and nobody ha s been arrested for 

their mu rder.  

 

The i ncr easing trend of the misuse of the B lasphemy Law intensifies comm una l hatred, 

re ligi ous in tolerance and perse cution against  religi ous mi norities in Pakistan. T he law is 

often used as a  tool to set tle personal score s, false witnesses are bough t, and the b urd en 

of proof lies with the accused. These inciden ts have fostered  a climate of r elig iously  

motivated violence  and persecuti on that  is mo unting day by day.  

 

Even m ore discrimin ation is imposed upon  minorities with t he Single National curriculu m 

(SNC), in for ce since mid -August 2021. The SNC i s a means of indoctrination a lre ady 

conserva tive  socie ty.   In the first p hase, which st arted f rom Ma rch 2021, the governmen t 

is making it m andatory for students  from class one to  five to be acquainted 

with  deeniyat  (re lig ious books on Islam). In the Urdu t extbook for G rade 2, children  are 

being inst ruct ed to recite the  naat  (po em in praise o f Proph et Muh ammad), and 

additionall y, a chapter on the life and history of Prophet Muhamma d is to be introduced 

for ei ghth, ninth and  tenth classes.  

 

Pakistani governm ent for the v ision of unified  educational sy stem  for a ll, the children of  

minority comm unities  do no t seem to have any spac e. Worse, the de finition of ñwho is a 

Pakistani?ò in the first years books totally excludes non -Muslims, and disparages other 

faiths.  Holy Quran i n Arabic and Isl ami c Studies ar e be ing ma de mandatory.  

 

In such a case, s tudents  from minority communities ma y n ot have any o ther opti on but 

to fo llow the curriculu m imposed on them. SNC milit ates against  Ar ticle 22, 25 & 36 of 

the Pakistan C onstitution, which safeguards  th e rights of mino rities . It states that ñno 

person atten ding an y educ ational institution sha ll be required t o receive  religious 

instruction é if such instruction relates to a religion oth er than his/her own.ò 

 

The SNC calls f or summoning an army of madra ssah-educated h oly men ï hafizôs and 

qaris ï as paid teach ers ins ide sc hools. This will surely  af fect the gene ral ambia nce and 

the safety of students .  It has also been observed  that ñthe backdoor entryò of seminary 

teachers in to mainstream  educational ins tit utions is a nigh tmare for minority studen ts.  

 

Minoritie s Allia nce Pa kistan staged a protest  on  Minoritiesô Day, Augu st 11, 2021 from the 

National Press club to the Parliament  Square in I slamabad. We demanded the 
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government t o enact pract ical and solid s tep s to stop th e mi suse o f Blasphemy Laws an d 

forced conve rsion, rape, abduction and sexual en slavement of gir ls and wo men. We 

urge d P.M. Imran Khan to implement electoral reforms and to st art  the development of 

projects for Ch ristians livi ng in the slums of the capital Isla mabad.  

On August 31 st , 20 21, we me t wit h the n ewly a ssigned Muslim Cleric A lla ma Tahir 

Ashr afi, he i s advisor to  the Prime Ministe r for National Harmony, we explained our  

or deals and concerns about these laws  and discusse d many cases. Wh at I observed 

durin g the dialogue with him i s that th e rel igious and po litical leaders of the pre sent 

governme nt think that Christi ans commit blasphe my just by merely requesting asylum in 

othe r countries. They do not acknowledg e discriminat ion or abuses in  spite of the 

evide nce.  

 

Minorities Alliance  Pakistan urge s the G overnm ent of Pakistan to take  realistic and s olid 

step s to stop th e abuses of the Bl asphemy Law, which are causing massive h uma n rights 

violations. We demanded th at the Govern m ent constitutes  a competent In quir y 

Comm ission, to look int o the case s pe nding i n the courts, to secure fair and  expedite 

jus tice.  

 

Photo  :  claas. org  

 

EU urged to act over 'continued rights abuses' by 
Pakistan 

Eureporter .co (17.09.2021) ï https:// bit . ly/3t TAG2h  -  Coalition spokesman Andy 

Vermaut : Th e EU institutions  have  b ee n  urged  to  ac t  urgentl y  in  the  cas e of  

Pakistan’s al leged  continued  human  rights  abuses.   A  coa lition  of  respected  

human  rights  NGO s,  coming  to g ether  under  the  umbr ella  of  Hum an  Rights  

Without  Fr ontie rs  (H RWF),delivere d  a  let ter  t o  the  EU’s High  Represen ta tive  

Josep  Bo rrell,  ca lling  for  th e  suspension  of  Pa kistan's  GSP+  status,  which  gives  

the  co unt ry  preferential  trading  rights  with  the  EU,  on  t h e basis  of  “continue d  

human  rig hts  abuse s” .   

 

In the l etter , delivered b y hand to th e Brussels offices of Bo rr ell, a former  Spanish MEP, 

on Wedn esday, the NGOs pa rticularly highlighted the abuses of Pak ist an's blasphemy 

laws.  This has recen tly seen an eight year old ch ild charged wit h b lasphemy ñagainst the 

proph etò an offence carry ing a  mandatory death sentenc e.      The lett er follow s a recent 

conference on the m atter, also hosted by the Press Club in Bru ssels, which was 

addressed by former  European Co m missioner Jan Fi gel,  MEP Peter van  Dalen  and others . 

  

 

A UK parliamentary group h as si nce declared its support  for the campai gn, heade d by 

HRWF.  One of the organis ers of the letter told this site that th ere  is particular concern 

about Pakista nôs current countryôs blasphemy laws, and th e l ack of  respect for the  

pre sumption of in nocence .  The letter handed to Borre ll, the EUôs foreign aff airs chief, 

cites article 12 o f a European parliament Joint Motion For  A Resolution, dated April 28 

and passe d by 681 vot es.  This pledges  ñto immediatel y r eview Pakistanôs eligi bili ty for 

GSP+ st atus in  the light of current events and whether the re is suf ficient reas on to 

initiate a p rocedure for the temporary withdrawal of  th is status and the benefits that 

come  with it, an d to report to th e European Parl iam ent on  this mat ter as soon  as 

possibleò.   

https://bit.ly/3tTAG2h
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The recen t  conference heard that of  the benefits  given as  a result of  the current 

agree ment with Pakistan, around 20% only accr ued  to the EU, causing, in the opinion of 

the confe rence, no signifi can t potential det r iment al economic impa ct o n the EU or th e 

m embe r sta tes.  The imposition of th e mandatory d eath sent ence for tho se found guilty 

of  blasphemy against the prophet, particul arl y in the context of such charges hav ing 

recently  been levelled at  an  eight year old  child , makes, in the opin ion of the con fer ence , 

the  current GSP+ status enj oy ed by Pakista n ñmorally and politi cally untenable.ò   

During the conference, the names were rea d out of 47 prisoners who are curren tly held 

on blasphemy charges  in  Pakistan.  They are:  Mubashir Ahmed;  Gulab Ahmed; Ahte sha m 

Ahmed; Zahid Ahmed; Ahmed Waqar ; Anwar; Islam;  Mailik A shraf; Anwar  Ashgar; 

Ahmed Ash gar; Noor Ashgar; Malik Ashraf; Kausar A yub ; Amud Ayub; Taimur; Siya; 

Raza; Zaf ar Bati; Md.  Safi; Md. Shehza d; Rehmat Ali; Asif; Md.  Aslam; Arif Meh di; 

Junaid; Hafeez ; A bdul  Hami d; Md. Faruq; Hayai Bin;  Malik; Md. Hum ayan Fays al; Aftab 

Mastargil; Nadeem Ja mes; Arif Massih; Saudi Issaq; Abdul Kar im;  Imran Massih; Yakub; 

Ishfaq Massih;  Saba Massih ;  Bashir; Mastan Mushtaq; Shamsu ddi n; Md.  Yussaf; Inayat 

Rasool; Iqbal and Md.  Aslam.  

The list comprises Ahmedi yy as, Shias, Hi ndus, and  Christians.   Sixteen of these  have 

been handed a death sentence.  The letter sent to  Borrell on Wednesday st ates that 

ñAccordingly, we wi sh to ask the H igh Repr esentative -  who  has previously sta ted tha t 

suspension of Pakistanôs GSP+ status is a  measure of last meas ures -  what his cu rrent 

position is in this regard?ò  The let ter, seen by this site   goes on to sa y that ñgiven that 

Pakistanôs behaviour clea rly con travenes the req uireme nt for GSP+ be neficia rie s to ratify 

27 internation al convention s, numero us it is cle arly in breach of,  we respectfully ask how 

the High Repres ent ative can justify the continuation of Pakistanôs GSP+ status?ò  No one  

from the EE AS w as immediately avai lable for comment to  this w ebs ite on Wednesday (15 

Septe mber).   
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Human Rights: European Commission VP Josep Borrell 
pressed to review Pakistan’s GSP+ status 

On 1 5  September, a  spok esp erson of ove r  20  Eu ropean huma n rights 

or ganizations pe rsonal ly h anded over a memorandum to  VP Josep  Bor rell 

thro ugh the EEAS  

Memorandum 

To: Josep Borrell Fontelles, High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs 

and Security Policy, Vice-President of the European Commission  

Signatories:  

Alliance Inter natio na le des Droits et des Libert ®s (AIDL) :  

http://www.aidl.eu/fr/quisommesnous.html   

All Party Parliamentary Group for International Freedom of Religion  or Belief  in UK 

(APPG): https: //appgfreedomofreligionorbe lief. org   

ARCHumankind: https://archumankind.com  ï Paulo Casaca -  paulo@sadf.eu   

Baloch  Human Rights Council: https://balo chhum anrightscouncil.com  Naseer Dashti  

dr.naseerdashti@gmail.com   

Bitte r Winter: ht tps://bitterwinter. org  

http://www.aidl.eu/fr/quisommesnous.html
https://appgfreedomofreligionorbelief.org/
https://archumankind.com/
mailto:paulo@sadf.eu
https://balochhumanrightscouncil.com/
mailto:dr.naseerdashti@gmail.com
https://bitterwinter.org/
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British Pakistani Christians Ltd: https://www.britishpakistanichristian s.org  

CAP Liberté de Co nscience : https://f reedo mo fcons cience.eu  

Center f or Freedom of Re ligion or Belief and Conscien ce: https://lirec.net   

European Association for The Defe nse of Minorities ( EADM) :  https:// bit.ly/3zc4mbV   

Forum fo r Rel igious Freedom Euro pe (FOREF): http://foref - europe.org  

Free Nadeem Samson Campaign: https: //gof und.me/9faf6008    

Human R ights Without  Frontier s (HRWF): https:// hrwf.eu  

International Council for Di plomacy and Dialogue: https://www.icdd.info  

International H uman Rights Committ ee: https: //www.hrcommittee. org   

I ntern ational Institute f or Religious Freedom (IIRF):  https://www.iirf.eu  

Minority Concern: https://minorityco ncern.wixsite .com/mcpa kistan  

Noodt Foun datio n:  https://gerardnoodtfoundation.org  

International Organisation to Preserve Human Rights :  https:// preservehumanright s.org  

PostV ersa Fundamental Ri ghts Chapter: https://postversa.weebly.com/    

Set My People Free: http: //freedom2worship.org  -  huldafahmi@jubileec ampaign.org  

fahmi@swissmail.org  (Hulda Fahmi )  

Sot eria Internat ional: http://www.soteriainternational.org  -  Luk as Swenninger ï  

l.c.swenninger@gmail.com   

Date: September 15th, 2021  

Subject: Human Rights: NGOs press VP Josep Borrell to review Pakistan’s GSP+ 

status  

A confer ence at the Press Club, Br ussels,on Sep tembe r 9t h, held under the aus pices of 

Human Rights Without Frontiers (HRWF), called for the EU institutions to act in the 

case of Pakistanôs continued human rights abuses, in particular in regards to the 

country ôs blasphemy laws, and the lack  of respect f or th e presumption of innoc enc e.   

Speci fically, and in  regard to article 12 of  the Joint Motion For A Resolution (RC -B9-

0254/2021) of April 28th 2021, passed by 681 votes, “to immediately review 

Pakistan’s eligibility  for GSP+ status in the li ght of curren t eve nts and whether 

there is su fficien t reason to ini tiate a procedure for th e temporary withdrawal 

of this status and the benefits that come with it, and to report to the European 

Parliament on this matter as s oon a s possible;”  

The conferen ce heard that  of t he benefits given as a  re sult of t he current agre ement with 

Pakistan, aro und 20% only accrued to the EU, causing, in the opinion of the conference, 

no significant potential detrimental eco nomic impact on the  EU or the member states.  

The imposition of  the mandatory death senten ce fo r those  found guilty o f blasphemy 

against the prophet, particularly in the context of such charges having recently been 

levelled at an eight year old child, make s, in the opinion o f the  conference, the current 

GSP+ status en joyed  by Pakistan morally a nd po litical ly untenable.  

During the conference, t he names of 4 8 prisoners currently held on blasphemy charges: 

Mubashir Ahmed; Gulab Ahmed; Ahtesham Ahmed; Zahid Ah med; Ahmed Waqar; 

Anwar;  Islam; Mailik Ashraf; Anw ar Ashgar; Ah med A shgar; Noor Ashgar; Ma lik  Ashraf; 

Kausar Ayub; Am ud Ayub; Taimur; Siya; R aza; Zafar Bati; Md. Safi; Md. Shehzad; 

Rehmat Ali; Asif; Md. Aslam; Arif Mehdi; Junaid; Hafeez; Abdul Hamid; Md. F aruq; Hayai 

Bin; Ma lik; Md. Humayan Faysal; Aftab Mastargil; Na deem James; Arif Masih;  Ste phe n 

Masih;  Saudi Issaq; Ab dul Karim; Imran Massih;  Yakub; Ishfaq Massih; Saba Massih; 

Bashir; Mastan Mushtaq; Shamsuddin; Md. Yussaf; Inayat Rasool; Iqbal and Md. As lam. 

The list compr ises Ahmediyyas, Shias, Hindus,  and Christia ns.  

https://www.britishpakistanichristians.org/
https://freedomofconscience.eu/
https://lirec.net/
https://bit.ly/3zc4mbV
http://foref-europe.org/
https://gofund.me/9faf6008
https://hrwf.eu/
https://www.icdd.info/
https://www.hrcommittee.org/
https://www.iirf.eu/
https://minorityconcern.wixsite.com/mcpakistan
https://gerardnoodtfoundation.org/
https://preservehumanrights.org/
https://postversa.weebly.com/
http://freedom2worship.org/
mailto:huldafahmi@jubileecampaign.org
mailto:fahmi@swissmail.org
http://www.soteriainternational.org/
mailto:l.c.swenninger@gmail.com
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Sixteen of the above h ave  been han ded a death sen tence.  

Accordingly, we wish to ask the High Representative -  who has previously stated that 

suspension of Pakistanôs GSP+ status is a measure of last measure s -  “what his 

current position is in this re gard. ”  

Also, given that Pa kis tanôs behaviour clearly contravenes the requirem ent for GSP+ 

beneficiaries to ratify 27 international conventions, numerous it is clearly in breach of, we 

respectf ully ask “how the High R epresentative can justify the continuat ion o f 

Pakistan’s GSP+ status? ”  

We loo k forward to re ceiving your response, a t the address of: Human Rights Without 

Frontiers, Avenue d’Auderghem 61, Box 16, 1040 Brussels, Belgium  

Telephone:  +32 -478202069  

internationa l.s ecretaria t.brussels@hrwf .org   

Yours respectively, 

We the above signatories.  

Photo  :  Andy Vermaut delivering the letter in the name of the 20 signatories  

 

 

Taliban-linked threat in Pakistan: churches increase 
security 

By John  Pont ifex  

 

Aid to the Churc h in Need  (03.09.2021) -  https://bit.ly/3tzJVVh  -  Churches across 

Pakistan have stepped up security  in response to the threat of  terrorist attacks follo wing 

the Talibanôs return to power in n eighb oring Afghanistan. At a m eeting of  Catholic an d 

Protestant leaders, senior clergy agreed to tighten surveillance and beef up armed 

protection, especially at Sunday services. T he move comes  amid concerns that  the 

Talibanôs take- over of Afg hanistan will  trig ger extremist incident s a im ed at C hristian and  

ot her minority faith communities.  

Pakistan human rights activist Sajid Christopher, chief executive of the Human Friends 

Organiz ation, said t here were fears rai sed t hat the Taliban -associated  group Tehree k-e-

Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and  other mi litant organ iza tions in Pakistan would capitalize on 

events in Afghanistan and target religious minorities including Christians.  

Speaking to Aid to the Ch urch in Need (ACN),  Mr. Christopher said: ñWhen the Taliban 

wer e in power before, there we re a lot of terrorist at tac ks in Pakistan. There were 

terrorist organizations attacking churches and other Christian institutes. They clearly 

became targ ets. Now that  the Taliban are ba ck, i t will strengthen the TTP and other 

Isl amist  groups and so there c oul d be atta cks.ò 

 

Build ing  on security protocols already in place, tightened protection measures include 

increased action to check the identity of people  entering ch urch compounds by c ar, m etal 

international.secretariat.brussels@hrwf.org%20
https://bit.ly/3tzJVVh
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detectors used as peo ple go in for  serv ices, and a beefed -up arm ed presen ce at church  

en trances.  

Mr. Christopher warned that the security outlook for more moderate Muslims was also of 

concern, saying: ñAmong peaceful and progre ssive [Muslim] comm uniti es there will also 

be fear  but those wi th a militant mind -set are hap py  that t he Taliban a re back in power 

again.ò 

His comments come at a time of fear for the safety of what remains of Afghanistanôs 

Christian community, those unable  to be part of last  weekôs mass evacuation of the most 

at - risk peopl e, mainly non - indigeno us gr oups.  

Taliban fight ers  have allegedly gone house - to -house to track down Christians and other 

minorities and there were reports of people being order ed to hand ov er their phones wit h 

the  threat of being killed on  the spot if their  devices were found to  cont ain Bib le verses or  

devotional material.  

Former US international religious freedom ambassador Sam Brownback warned of 

genocide against Christians an d other minor ities in Afghanista n. He  said: ñItôs a deadly 

and catastrophic situa tion and could easily lead to geno cide.ò 

 

Phot o :  churchinneed.org  

 

Conference “Is suspension of Pakistan’s GSP+ status overdue?”  

 

See on YouTube the conference organized by Human Rights Without Frontiers a t the  

Press Club in Brussels on  9 September:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y9gj9vdx9Wo&t=36s   

 

Moderator: Willy Fautré (HRWF)  

Speakers: 

• Jan Figel, former EU Special Envo y on Freedom of Rel igion  or Belief  

• Peter Van Dalen , MEP and co -chair  of the EP Intergroup on Freedom o f Religion o r 

Belief  

• Andy Vermaut, Alliance internationale pour les droits et libertés  

• Akmal Bhatti, lawyer in Pakistan  

• Tabassum Yousaf, lawyer in Pakista n 

• Dr Shahid Mobeen,  Prof esso r of Philosophy  Dr. Sh ahid Mobeen  from  the Pontifical 

Urban Un ive rs ity in the Vatican Cit y.  

• Hans Noot, chair of Noodt Foundation  

 

 

 

Conference “Is Suspension of Pakistan’s GSP+ Status 
Overdue?”  

This  conference  organized by HRW F will take place  in - per son  at the Press Club, 

Bru ssels, at 11: 00  – 12: 00  (CET),  Rue Frois sart  95, 100 0 Brussels   

 

Th u rs day September 9th   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y9gj9vdx9Wo&t=36s
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The conference will also be live - streamed  

  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFWBDOElTrmVotVrnlsI5fw?view_as=su

bscriber 

  

Topics to be addressed: 

  

·       The legal basis of the Blasphemy Laws, and the way in which they are abused.  

  

·       Pakistan's continued cont ravention of a numb er of  the  27 international conv entions 

that  benef iciaries of GSP+ statu s ar e requir ed to ratify .  

  

·       This will be plac ed in the context of Pakistanôs continued support for the Taliban -  

with evidence of this  to be  presented -  and the current tragic event s in Afghanistan.  A 

recent a rticle (25th August) published by the Council on Foreign Relations  will form the 

centre of this particular part of the debate.  

  

·       Towards EUôs sanctions including suspe nsion  of the status?  

  

·       What mes sage does th e Euro pean Commission's failure to suspend Pakistan's GSP+ 

status send out to other developing nations, or to rogue states?  

   

Following the e vent, letters outli ning the conclusions and recomm endations  of the 

conference will be hand -del ivered t o High Repre sen tat ive Josep Borrell at the European 

Council, and  to  the office of President David Sassoli at the European Parliament.  

 

Provisional Agenda 

  

 Moderator 

  

Willy Fautre, Director, Human Righ ts Without Fr ontie rs. Former chargé de m issio n at 

th e Cabinet of  th e Belgian Ministry of Education and at the Belgian Parliament. Member 

of the International Consortium on Law and Religious Studies.   

  

  

Keynote Speakers 

  

Ján Figel,  First EU Special Envoy  for the prom otion  of freedom of religio n or belief 

outside the European Union  (2016 -2019);  he was instrumental in the release of Asia 

Bibi.   

  

Peter Van Dalen, Member of the European Parliament, Co -chair o f the Intergroup on  

Freedom of Religion or Belief.  

  

Association pour La Défense de la Liberté Religieuse (AIDLR) 

 

Aid to the Church in Need: Testimonies  

  

Dr Zsuzsa-Anna Ferenczy,  Former political advisor, European Parliament (Foreign 

Affairs, Human Right s)  from 2008 to 202 0.  She is a Ph.D. Research fell ow at the 

European  Union Centre in Taiwa n at Nationa l Taiwan Un iver sit y, Taipei. Author 

of  ñEurope, China, and the Limits of Normative Powerò (Edward Elgar Publishing) 

 

 

Q&A 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFWBDOElTrmVotVrnlsI5fw?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFWBDOElTrmVotVrnlsI5fw?view_as=subscriber
https://www.cfr.org/article/pakistans-support-taliban-what-know
https://www.cfr.org/article/pakistans-support-taliban-what-know
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Another Christian woman accused of blasphemy for 
forwarding a text 

Claas (23.08.2 021) ï-  http: //www.claas. org .uk  -  A Christian woman, Shagufta Kiran 

from Islamabad, Pakistan has been accused of blasphemy for simply forwarding a 

message.  

  

Shaguft a was arrested on J uly  29 by the Federal Investiga tion Agency ( FIA) and she is 

still in th eir c ustody under invest iga t ion.  

  

Shguftaôs husband Rafique Maish told the Pak Christian News (PCN) that armed police 

raided their home and arrested his wife and two  sons accusing them  of  violating 

Pakistanôs blasphemy law by fo rward ing a WhatsApp post wh ich i ncluded  blasphemous  

content.   

  

He said: ñThey harassed my family and took possession of our telephones, computer and 

other valuable items. The police were armed  with firearms inst ruc te d us not to move and 

to ke ep our hands up. T hey arrested Shagufta and m y two s ons without pri or information 

or an  arrest warrant.  

  

ñThey took my wife and sons to the police station, charged Shagufta under 295-A and 

295 -B of Pakista nôs blasphemy but late r on freed my sons.ò 

  

He ke pt on saying they have fled Islamabad be cause  of fea r and threat s a nd have moved 

somewh ere they feel safer.  

  

Rafique further said that Shagufta was arrested because she was a member of a 

WhatsApp group whe re someone allegedl y s hared a blasphemous message,  which 

Shaguf ta fo rwarded to other perso ns wi thout r eading and k now ing the consequences .  

  

"Shagufta knew nothing about the post, she was not even the author of the post in 

question but was accused of pass ing it on," Rafique  explained.  

  

Nasir Saeed, Dire ctor of the  CLAAS-UK expressed his conce rn ov er the ongoing misu se 

and abused of the bl asphemy law against poor and illiterate members of the religious 

minorities.   

  

He said: ñThis is not the first time that someone has been  charged for sharing a post on 

the social me dia, but there are several examp les lik e Patras and  Saj id and a young boy 

Nabeel who has been recently granted bail but the case is ongoing against him and he 

has to prove himself innocent. Whi le police have fail ed to  find and arrest the autho rs of 

such posts.  

  

He said that Shafqat  Emma nuel an d Shagufta K aus ar have recently been released after 

seven years of blasphemy charges and have safely reached the Netherlands.  

  

Their case was another whi ch broadly followed  th e pattern of the case of Asi a Bibi, who  

was ac quitted by Supreme Cou rt in  2018 b ut not every one  is lucky like them. There are 

several languishing in prison for years but nobody speaks about them.   

  

Mr Saeed said: ñI donôt know how many years it will ta ke fo r Shagufta Kiran to prove 

herself inn ocent.ò 

  

http://www.claas.org.uk/
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The European Union parli ament h as adopted a  resolution in April for Shagufta and 

Shafqat Emmanuel, demanding that Pakistan allow space for religious freedom and urged 

the EU authorities  to review the GSP Plus status for Pakistan.   

  

-- ----------- -- ----- ---------------------- ----- ------- ------------ --- - - - ---  

For more information contact Nasir Saeed:  info@claas.org.uk  

T: 02081506763   W:  www.claas.org.uk   

Abou t  CLAAS: Ce nt re fo r Legal Aid, Assistanc e and  Settle ment (CLAAS)  is an 

interdenominational organisation working for Christians who are being persecuted 

because of their faith in Pakistan.  CLAAS works for re ligious freedom, to  st op  persecution 

of Christians  in Pakista n becau se of blasphemy and ot her d iscrimi natory laws,  ra ise 

awareness, disseminate information and highlight the plight of Christians on an 

international level.  CLAAS provides free legal aid to v ictims of religious  in to lerance in 

Pakistan, as we ll as shelter  and financial support for the v ictims and their fa mil ies. 

 

The Catholic Commission of Justice and Peace and 
Blasphemy Laws 

Aug. 22 is the International Day Commemorating the Victims of Acts of Violence 

Based o n R el igion or Belief —the case o f Pakistan  

 

Aid  to  the  Church  in  Need  (1 8.08. 20 21)  ï https://bit.ly/2WlCZ1u  -  -   To mark  the  third  

annual  UN Day  to  remember  the  victims  of  religiously  motivated  viole nce,  Aid  to  the  

Chu rch  in Need  puts  the  spotlight  on  the  victim s con victed  under  the  blasp hemy  laws  in  

Pakistan  and spok e on  this  topic  with  Father  Emmanuel  Yousaf,  projec t  partner  of  ACN 

and  director  of  the  Catholic  Commission  for  Justice  and  Peace (CCJP).  The CCJP is 

curre ntl y handling  12  cases  of  blasp hemy  defendan ts.  Of the  12  cases,  11  vic tims  ar e 

Chr istian,  and  one  is Hindu:  

 

Could you explain the consequences of false accusations? 

 

When a person is accused falsely, the impact is not limited to the vi ctim itself, or the  

fami ly, but the whole locality  and neighbor hood gets affected. Even th eir h ouses a nd 

churches are  at tacked and burned. For example, in Shanti Nagar, a C hristian village in 

Khanewal city, the whole village was attacked because of one fal sely accused person , 

Baba Raji. Similarly, seven p eople were bu rned alive in Gojra, a town  clos e to Fa isalabad, 

and Joseph Colony, a village on the outskirts of Lahore city , was attacked by a large 

mob, setting fire to more than 150 houses, including that of Sawan Masih, a f alsely 

accused sanitation worke r. Plus, a fa lsely  accused victim, even after  being acquitted, 

woul d not be able to return to her or his neighborhood or e ven her or his hometown. The 

lives of these victims are threatened forever, and many  have been killed e ven  after being 

acquitted.  

 

Last April, the European Parliament adopted a resolution condemning 

blasphemy laws in Pakistan. How important is this resolution for religious 

minorities in the country? 

 

This resolution is of great importance  for the rights of rel ig ious minorities in Pakista n, 

especially  the Christian community. A s the  data s how, blasphe my is the charge in 52 

percent of the cases affecting reli gious minorities and in 14.5 percent of cases of 

mailto:info@claas.org.uk
http://www.claas.org.uk/
https://bit.ly/2WlCZ1u
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Christians specifically. However, t he Christian commun ity  represents only 1.27 percen t of 

the popu latio n.  

 

The resolution noted an alarming increase in blasphemy accusations over the 

last year in Pakistan, online and offline. 

 

Yes, based on our experience of documented data on blasphemy cas es since 1987, we 

have  witnessed an alarming incre ase in blasph emy a ccusations in the past  few years, 

especially f oll owi ng the growth in the use of social media forums such as Facebook, 

Twitter and WhatsApp.  

 

What  are  the  causes  of  this  increase?  

  

During the pandemic we hav e s een an increase in these cas es, taking ad vanta ge of the 

fact that th e pan demic h as caused hu rdl es in fact - findings and judicial investigations and 

the court proceedings were delayed. And, in the past, most of the cases used to be in 

rural areas, as some one  would accuse another person  of blasphemy  to s ettle a personal 

score  or o bt ain l and  or prope rty . However, we are now witnessing an increase in urban 

areas, where cases are being registered against educated sectors of society such as 

students, nurses, do cto rs . and many other professio nals. This is  a ca use for concern as it 

indic at es th at religious  ra dicalization is on the rise and, therefore, there is a greater 

determination on the part of the majority to force others to convert or subs cribe to their 

ideo log yðand when they refuse to do  so, they are  fals ely accused of blasphe my.  

 

Pakistan’s Foreign Office spokesperson Zahid Chaudhri stated in reaction to the 

EU resolution for Pakistan’s minorities: ““The discourse in the European 

Parliament reflects a lack of understanding in the context of blasphemy laws.” 

What does he mean? 

 

Pakist an, b eing  a Musli m m ajo rity country, holds a perception that these laws are not 

man -made but divine. So, they cannot be changed and even repealing them cannot be 

considered. In t he last decade or so society at  large has be come religiously radicalize d, 

and it ha s be come nea rly  im possible to demand the repeal of the law . 

 

Therefore, the CCJP has always been asking the government to stop people from 

misusing this l aw and has also pro vid ed  recommendations. Furtherm ore, CCJP doe s not  

demand repeal of the law b ut  proc edur al amend men ts to the law. In his statement, Mr. 

Chaudhri speaks from the context of the belief of the majority community about the Holy 

Book, the onen ess of Allah, the f ina li ty of Prophet Muhammad. an d Islam being  the 

superior religion abov e all . Over the years, d ue to a biased educational system, these 

believes have created an ideology that there is only room for Islam in this country.  

 

Do the judicial and administrative mechanisms offer minorities the same 

opportunities and possibilities as they do the majority, as prescribed by the 

Constitution? 

 

The CCJP commission has been committed to the defense of the rights of minorities since 

1987.In Pakistan, the rights of relig ious minorities are not protect ed. For examp le, A rticle 

41 of the const ituti on  stat es that the pre sident must be a Muslim citizen of Pakistan. 

Although this concerns only one of the highest positions in the country, its influence is 

seen  in every prestigio us and strategic position in ev ery departmen t. As  a result, rarely 

woul d a m in ority  member be a ppo int ed to such positions of power, be it in the judiciary, 

the armed forces and even, to some extent, in Pakistanôs administration. 

 

What are you expecting from the international community and the EU? 
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The EU  resolution is importa nt, a nd  we a sk the inter nat ional community to engage with 

the Pakistanôs government and put pressure on it to safeguard and ensure the protection 

of religious minorit ies. Furthermore, w e w ou ld urge the international community to help 

Pakistan in promoting toler ance th rough educat ion , building capacity through judicial and 

police training, and reforms for stable economic conditions ðthus to help create an 

economically em powered society in whi ch everyone is treated equal ly.  

 

ðMaria  Lozan o 

 

Eight-year-old becomes youngest person charged with 
blasphemy 

Hindu boy faces possible death penalty after being accused of intentionally 

urinati ng in a madrassa library  

 

By Haroon Janj ua  

The Guardian (09 .08 .2 021) -  https://bit.ly/3CyJMF L -  An eigh t -year -old H indu  boy  is 

being held in protective police custody in east  Pakistan  after becoming  the youngest 

perso n e ver to be charged with blasp hemy in  the c oun try .  

The boyôs family is in h idi ng a nd many of t he H indu  community in the conservative 

district of Rahim Yar Khan, in Punjab, have fled their homes after a Muslim 

crowd  at ta cked  a Hindu  temple  after the boyôs release on bail last week. Troops were 

deployed to the area to quell any further unrest.  

On Satur day, 20 people were  ar re sted in connection with th e templ e atta ck.  

The boy is accused of i ntent ion ally  urinating o n a carp et in the library of a madrassa, 

where religious books were kept, last month. Blasphemy charges can carry the death 

penalty.  

The Guard ian knows the name of th e boy and family members, but has  chose n t o p rotect 

their identiti es fo r t heir  safety.  

Speakin g from an undisclosed location, a member of the boyôs family told the Guardian: 

ñHe [the boy] is not even aware of such blasphemy issues and he has been fals ely  

indulged in these matters. He stil l does nôt un derstand what his cri me wa s a nd w hy he 

was ke pt i n ja il for a week.  

ñWe have left our shops and work, the entire community is scared and we fear backlash. 

We donôt want to return to this area. We donôt see any  concrete and meaningful act ion 

wil l be t ake n a gainst the culprits o r to saf egua rd the minor itie s living here.ò 

Blasphemy charges filed against a child have shocked legal experts, who say the move is 

unprecedented. No one this young h as ever been charge d w it h blasphemy before in 

Pakistan.  

Blasphe my law s have been dispropor tiona tel y us ed in the pa st a ga inst religious 

minorities in Pakistan. Although no blasphemy executions have been carried out in the 

https://bit.ly/3CyJMFL
https://www.theguardian.com/world/pakistan
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/aug/05/pakistan-deploys-paramilitary-in-punjab-after-muslim-mob-attacks-hindu-temple


Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | Pakistan    

 

country since the death penalty was  introduced for the  cr im e in 1986, suspects are of ten 

att acked and  sometimes killed by mob s.  

Rames h Ku mar, a lawma ker and head of the Pakistan Hindu Council, said: ñThe attack on 

the temple and blasphemy allegations against the eight -year -old minor boy has  really 

shocked me.  More  than a hundred homes of t he Hind u comm uni ty have been emptied 

due  to f ear  of attack.ò 

Kap il D ev , a human rights activist, said: ñI demand charges against the boy are 

immediately dropped, and urge the government to provide security for the family and 

tho se forced to flee.ò 

He added : ñAttacks on  Hindu  temples have increas ed in  th e la st few years  sho wi ng  an 

escalating level of extremism and fanaticism. The recent attacks seem to be a new wave 

of persecution of Hindus.ò 

Footage circulat ing on  social  media  appea rs to show a n an gr y mob attacking and 

vandalising the temple with iron bars and sticks last week.  

Ahmad Nawaz, a spokesperson for the Rahim Yar Khan distr ict police, said: ñPolice are 

hunting the attacker s and p olice tea ms are conducting raids to ar res t th e culprits b ut 

there  has been no arrest made yet.ò 

Pakistanôs prime minister, Imran Khan, condemne d the  mob  attack  on Twitte r and said 

he has  or der ed the provincial pol ice c hie f to  take action  aga inst  anyone involved, 

including negligent police officers. He promised the government would restore the 

temple.  

In New Delhi, Indiaôs external affairs minist ry sum moned a Pakistani diploma t to pr otest 

the  at tack and demand the s afety  of  Hin du families livi ng  in Muslim -majority Pakistan.  

In December last year, a large violent mob of conservative Muslims  demoli shed  a centu ry  

old  Hindu  tem ple in the north -western province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.  

According to a  report  by the US Com mission on Internatio nal R eli giou s Freedoms, 

publ ished last year, Pakistan reported the highest number of incidents of mob activity, 

mob violence, and/or threats of mob violence as a resu lt of alleged blasp hem ou s acts.  

Four countries acc ount f or near ly 80%  of all reported inci dents  of  mob  activity, m ob 

violence, and/or threats of mob violence as a result of alleged blasphemous acts in 

countries with criminal blasphemy laws between 2014 and  2018.  

 

Photo :  People gather outside a Hindu templ e that was se t o n f ire by a mob a fter re ports  

th at a  Hindu boy h ad u ri na ted in the library of an Islamic seminary, in Bhong, Paki stan 4 

August 2021. Photograph: Obtained By Reuters/Reuters  

 

 

https://twitter.com/KDSindhi/status/1422947305918017540?s=19
https://twitter.com/ImranKhanPTI/status/1423280341167398924
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/dec/30/mob-tears-down-hindu-temple-and-torch-holy-shrine-in-pakistan
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/dec/30/mob-tears-down-hindu-temple-and-torch-holy-shrine-in-pakistan
https://www.uscirf.gov/news-room/uscirf-spotlight/enforcing-blasphemy-laws-have-dire-consequences
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Mob attacks temple in Pakistan's Punjab, damages idols 

 
By M Z ulqernain  

 

Yahoo .ne ws ï PTI (05.08.2021)  -  https://bit.ly/2VEJPi6  -  A Muslim mob attacked a Hindu 

temple in Punjab province of Pakistan, burning down parts of it and d amaging idols.  

Afte r t he failure of police, the Pa kistan Ranger s h ave  been cal led to contr ol th e s itua tion.  

Police  said th e mob attacked the Hind u temple on Wednesday at Bhong city of Rahim Yar 

Khan district, some 590 kms from Lahore, in reaction to allege d desecration of a Muslim  

seminary.  

An eight -year -old Hindu boy  last week had allegedly ur inate d a t a library of t he s em inary 

in the area that ca used tensions in Bhong, where Muslims and Hindus have been living 

peacefully for decades.  

On Wednesday, ruling Pakistan Tehreek - i- Ins af  parliamentarian Dr Ramesh  Kumar 

Vankwa ni pos ted video s of the tem ple a tta ck o n his Twitte r wa ll , requesting law 

enforcem ent agencies to rush to the spot to stop its 'burning and vandalising'.  

In a series of tweets, he said, 'Attack  on Hindu temple at  Bhong City District Rahimyar 

Khan Punjab. S itu ati on was te nse since ye sterd ay.  Neg ligence by l ocal  pol ice is very 

shameful. C hief Justice is requested to take action.' Dr Vankwani further said, 'Strict 

action must be taken against those  who attacked Hindu  te mp le at Bhong. In contact wi th 

higher aut hor iti es. Situa tion is very  crit ica l ri ght now.' 'C hief  Justice is requested to ta ke 

action, please. Interfaith harmony is need of time,' he said.  

According to District Police Officer (DPO) Rah im Yar Khan Asad Sa rfr az, the law 

enforcement agen cies have con tro lled the sit uation and m anage d t o di sperse the m ob. 

'Rangers have been called a nd deployed around the Hindu temple,' he said.  

The DPO further said that some 100 Hindu families are living in the area and police  have  

been deployed there to th wart any unto war d i ncident.  

He said no a rrest  has be en made so f ar.  

'Our  first priority is to r estore law and order and provide protection to the minority 

community,' Sarfraz said.  

Another police official s aid the temple has bee n damaged badly.  

'The attack ers were carr yin g s ticks, st ones and bri cks. They sm ashed the de itie s wh ile 

raising religious slogans,' he said, adding a part of the temple was burnt down, which Dr 

Vankwani also confirmed.  

The police offi cer said the minor Hin du  boy who allegedly desecra ted the libra ry of the 

semin ar in Bhong Shari f w as a rrested last  wee k and booked under the bla sphemy laws 

but subsequently released on bail for being a minor.  

https://bit.ly/2VEJPi6
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On Wednesday, he said after a social media post  inciting people of  Bhong to take 

revenge of desec ration, the m ob sta rted gath ering outsid e the  te mple  and attacke d it .  

'We will arrest those mi screants who incited people to attack the temple,' DPO Sarfraz 

said.  

 

 

Faisalabad: another Christian girl kidnapped and 
converted to Islam 

The case came to light only thanks t o a  hu man right s activist. The g irl ’s father 

had go ne t o pi ck her up at sc hool, but did not find her. Shortly afterwards, the 

kidnappers sent the family a video and documents claiming that the 14 - year - old 

had con ver te d  t o Islam of her own free  will .  

 

 

By S haf iqu e Khokha r 

 

AsiaNews  (05.08 .20 21) -  https://bit.ly/3s8Zzq1  -  Another Christian girl has been 

kidnapped and converted to Islam in Pakistan.  

 

Speaking to  AsiaNews , Chashm anôs father, Gulzar Masih, said  that on 28 J uly , h e had 

gon e to her sch ool t o p ick her up; not fi nd ing her, he had imm ediately gone to the police 

to report the disappearance of the 14 -year -old.  

 

A few days later, the kidnappers sent the family a video and docum ents in which the girl 

cla ims to have c onv ert ed of her  own free wi ll.  

 

Gulzar,  a rickshaw driv er  by profession, w ent back to the police station to get some 

answers, to no avail.  

 

The story came to light only after Lala Robin Daniel,  a Faisalabad -based  hu ma n rights 

activist, got inv olved. ñPunjab a uth orities s hould do the ir jo b t o fr ee girls who  are  

kidnapped,ò he said.  

 

Daniel called for legal action against the kidnappers. "As long as kidnappings continue 

undisturbed, girls and thei r families will fee l u nsafe.ò 

 

Muhammad Ijaz Qadri , district pr esiden t of the Sunni Tehree k org ani sati on, released  a 

let ter certifying Ch ashmanôs conversion to Islam, whose "Islamic name from now on will 

be Aisha Bibi".  

 

Sunni Tehreek is part of the Barelv i revivalist moveme nt,  which aims to preserve Isla m in 

the Indi an sub continent  and to whic h 60 per  cen t of Pakista ni M uslims adhere.  

 

Nex t week, on 11 August, Pakistan will celebrate Minority Day. For that occasion, Daniel 

will organise a protest against C hashmanôs abduction and other outrages, as well as  

against anti -Chris tian prej udice.  

 

ñWe will not  remain silent,ò the  act ivist said. ñWe shall ask the government to guarantee 

the freedom and security of religious minorities.ò 

https://bit.ly/3s8Zzq1


Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | Pakistan    
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Conference told Pakistan blasphemy laws 'equated to 
ethnic cleansing' 

 
EU Reporter (29.07.2021) - https://bit.ly/3lb6Hk1 - A conference on Pakistan’s 

controversial blasphemy laws was told that the legislation has been equated to 

ethnic cleansing. The blasphemy laws, while purporting to protect Islam and the 

religious sensitivities of the Muslim majority of Pakistan, are "vaguely 

formulated and arbitrarily enforced by the police and the judiciary". As such 

they permit, even invite, abuse and the harassment and persecution of 

minorities in Pakistan, the event at Brussels press club was told. 

 

But,  despit e such concerns, the Europe an Union is "failing to helpò victims and pressure 

must be put on Pakistan to repeal its law s. The conference o n Pak istanôs highly 

controversi al and widely  conde mned blas phemy laws, took place u nder  the aus pice s of 

the All iance i nternationale pour la défen se des droits et des libertés.  

The legal basis of the blasphemy law, the use of the laws to justify ethnic clea nsi ng  and 

the particular effect s on females wer e a ll discus sed. Opening  the debate,  Paulo Casad a, a  

former MEP,  founde r and executive director of  the South Asia Democratic Forum, said: 

ñThis is a very important topic and one we have been dealing with for a  long  time. People 

are being ac cused of blas phe my without a ny foundatio n at all. Th is r esults f rom at tacks 

on l awyers and the quite fanatical and  absurd atmosphere in the country.  

ñThe EU needs to do more to highlight this issue which has got worse, not be tte r.ò 

Jürgen Klute, former MEP  and a Christ ian  th eologian,  said: ñI think C hristia nity  and Isl am 

have a lot in  common : the belief that you have  to appear in front of divine judgement at 

the end of your time so we must strongly argue aga inst these blasphem y l aw s. How can 

a human being d ecide or esti mat e w hat a bla sphemy is? Y ou ha ve to l eave  such de cisi ons 

to your God. We  can argue against these l aws on human rights grounds and also 

religious grounds.ò 

Manel Msalmi, international affairs Advisor of MEPs of the  European Peoplesô Party in the 

European Parlia ment, sai d: ñThe parliamen t and s igni ficantly  the  commission and cou ncil 

have each condemned p ersecution in Pakistan.Hundreds have been charged under these 

laws which seek to limit speech  which could be see n a s offensive. These laws have  

always been a p rob lem but t he situation  has got wor se. It is im port an t to note that su ch 

laws are being used aga inst religious minorities in states like Pakistan. Such attacks are 

also common online partic ularly against jour nal ists. Pakistan has even call ed for the 

in tro duc tion of s uch laws in other  Muslim  cou ntries w ith a boycott of  states  where 

blasphemy happens. This practice goes hand in hand with targeting religious groups. 

Human rights are being abuse d in Pakistan.ò 

Ano the r keynote speaker, Willy Fau tré, director , H uma n Rights Without Fron tiers , 

thank ed t he organ izer s for highli ghting the issue. He focused be o n the case of a 

Christian couple imprisoned since 2013 on blasphemy charges before being decl ared 

innocent by th e Sup reme Court of Pakistan and  released a f ew mon ths ago. Despite a 

re solut ion of the European  Parliament in A pril fo cusing on their case, no E U country is 

ready to grant them political asylum.  

https://bit.ly/3lb6Hk1


Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | Pakistan    

 

He said that in the HRWF database of FORB prisoners, ñwe have docum ented 47 cases of 

believe rs of all fai ths  in  Pakistan  who are in jail on the basi s of the  bla sphemy laws. ò 

These  include 26 Christians, 15  Sunni Muslims, 5 Ahmadis and 1 Shia Muslim. Fautre 

added: ñThere are certainly more.ò 

Some 1 6 have been sentenc ed to  death, 16 have been sente nced to life imp ris onment, 

10 have been in pr ison fo r ye ars and are st ill waitin g for t rial and in four cases the  status 

of the prisoner is unknown. The case of Asia Bibi who was sentenced to death by hangi ng 

in 2010 and was fin al ly acquitted for lack of e vidence by th e Supr eme Court  of Pakistan  

afte r spend ing many yea rs o n the death row is well known. When she was r eleased, she 

went into hiding to avoid being killed by extremist groups.  

She tried to apply f or asylum in France  and to other EU member states but to no ava il.  

She was fin ally welcome  in C anada. Faut re said:  ñI wo uld like h ere to focus on this 

point."  

On 2 9 April 2021, the European Parliament adopted a resolution on blasphemy laws in 

Pakistan, in particular the case  of  Shagufta Kausar and Shafqat  Emmanuel, sa yin g i n its 

ver y first poin t:ñWhereas S hagu fta Kaus ar a nd  Shafqat E mmanuel , a Christian couple, 

were  imprisoned in 2013 and sentenced to death in 2014 for blasphemy; whereas they 

have been accu sed of sending ñblasph em ousò text messages to a mosque cleric i nsu lti ng 

the Pr ophet Muhamm ad, u sing a sim card reg iste red in Shagu ftaôs name; whereas both 

the accu sed have consistently denied all allegations and believe that her National identity 

card was purposely misused.ò 

The European Parliament said i t ñstrongly cond emn s the imp risonment an d sen tencing  of 

Shagufta  Kau sar and Shaf qat Emm anuel, as well as the cont inued delay of their appeal 

hearing; calls on the Pakistani authorities to immediately and un conditionally relea se 

th em, and to provide them an d their lawye r a deq uate secu rity now and  upon  releas e; 

calls on the Lahore High Court t o hold the appeal hearing without delay and to strike 

down the verdict in accordance with human rightsò. 

Some 681 MEPs voted in favour of the  resolution and only three M EPs opposed i t. Fautre 

added: ñThe Christian couple was finally rele ased after s pending  8 years in prison. They 

live in hiding for their security.They would now like to find a safe haven in an EU member 

sta te but they have no t r eceived any proposal from th em and their app lications fo r a visa 

thr ough various  Eur opean em bass ies have mos tly rem ained unanswered or have b een 

turned down because they are in hiding for their safety, they have no job and no proof of  

income. The diplom ati c m issions have not proposed  them an alte rna tiv e process  to get 

aslum.ò 

He told the conferen ce: ñUp to now, Germany  was the only embassy to o fficially answer 

Shagufta Kausar and Shafqat Emmanuel but they said they could not be of any 

assistance. This po ssibi lity is narrowly limited t o exceptional  cases that are  of particul ar 

ex emplary  pol itical s igni fi cance, for  exampl e, persons who have been a ctive in human 

rights or opposition work in a particularly outstanding and long -standing mann er and are 

thus dir ect ly  exposed to a massive thre at to their p hys ica l integri ty and can s ustai nably 

avoid  such a thre at  solely by  being admitted to Germany.  

ñThe only way to ask for political asylum would be to illegally cross several borders and 

arrive i n an EU country whe re th ey could apply for asylum.  They do not env isage such a  

dangerous s oluti on.  
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ñAgain,  in this  case,  EU member  states  are failing to concretely  help persecuted 

Christians looking for a safe haven and turn a deaf ear to their requests. T hey are neither 

pro act iv e nor reactive. Their obst acle race whi ch sta rted in 2 013 in Pakis tan i s far f rom 

over.  

ñGener al  Pervez Mu sharraf  succeeded Zia with the su pport of the US and its allies. 

Musharraf not only failed to bring change in the countryôs blasphemy laws, he al so 

al lowed extremist groups to continue work ing  un der new n ames.ò 

Photo  :  eureporte r.co  

 

 

It is time for the EU to question the GSP+ status granted 
to Pakistan 

Moreover, EU member states fail to provide a safe haven to a Christian couple  

arrested in 2013, sen te n ced to death in 2014 and acquitted for  la ck of eviden ce 

in June 2 021  

 

By Willy Fautré, director of Human Rights Without Frontiers  

 

HRWF (28.07.2021) -  The blasphemy laws in Pakistan are used and abused by extre mist 

Islamic groups t o persecute members  of  non-Muslim minorities and w hoever tries to 

com bat this religiously motiv ated in stru mentaliz atio n is at risk  of los ing his life , a panel of 

experts said at a zoom conference organized by AIDLR (Alliance Internatio nale pour la 

Défense de la Liberté Relig ieu se)  at the Press Club in Bru ssels on 27 J uly .  

 

ñThe blasphemy laws o f Pakistan, whil e purpor ting  to protect Islam a nd the religious 

sensitivities of the Muslim majority, are vaguely formulated and arbitrarily enfo rced by 

the police an d the judiciary; as  such they permit abuse , harass ment and pers ecu tio n of 

mino rities in  Pakista n,ò dec lared AIDLRôs re pr esentative  and or ganizer Andy Vermaut in 

his introduction.  ñMuslim human rights activists, lawyers and judges in Pakistan have 

also been  killed by the hand  of  I slamic extremists,ò he add ed.  

 

The pane lis ts were  

 

Paulo Casada, former MEP, F ound er and e xecu ti ve directo r of th e ñSouth Asia 

Democratic Forumò.  

 

Jürgen Klute, former MEP, Christian theologian.  

 

Willy Fautré, Director, Human Right s Without Frontiers . 

 

Manel Msalmi, International affairs Advis or of MEPs of t he European Peoplesô Party a t 

the Eu rope an  Parliamen t.  

 

 

Presentation of HRWF’s director: EU member states deaf to calls for asylum 

from Christians in Pakistan 

 



Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | Pakistan    

 

HRWF has a databa se of thousands of docum ented cases of FORB prison ers in the wo rld , 

including 47 cases of belie vers of  all  faiths in P ak istan who are  cur rently  in jail on  

blasphemy charges  often misused as personal settlements of scores : 26 Christians  -  15 

Sunni Muslims -  5 Ahmadis  and 1 Sh ia Muslim.  

 

16 have been sente nced to death  

16  have been s entenced to life impriso nmen t  

10 ha ve b een in priso n for y ears and are still waiting for trial  

1 case: a 6 -year prison sentence  

4 cases: the status of the p riso ner is unknown.  

 

The case of Asia Bi bi wh o was sentenced to death b y hanging in 201 0 a nd was fi nally 

acquit ted f or lack  of evidence  by th e Supreme Court o f Pakistan after spending many 

years on the death row is well known.  

 

When she was released, she w ent into hiding to av oid being killed by  ex tr emist groups.  

 

She tried t o apply for a syl um in France  and other E U mem ber sta tes but to n o av ai l. She 

was  finall y welcome in Canada.  

 

Another recent case of biased judgment in Pakistan denounc ed by EU instituti ons 

presents some sim ilarities with Asia  Bibiôs experience . 

 

Parliament ary Question  

 

On 10 February 2021, three  memb ers of the EP Inter grou p on FORB ï Peter v an Dalen 

(EPP), Bert -Jan Ruissen (ECR), Joachim Kuhs (ID)  -  filed a written parliame ntary 

questio n add ressed to  Josep Borre ll , H igh Rep rese ntative/  Vice President of the 

Commission,  in which they raised the issue of a Christian couple , Shafqat Emma nuel and 

Shagufta Ka usar , sentenced to de ath and being arbit rar ily denied an appeal since 2 014.  

 

On 15 April 2021, the Vice-preside nt of  the Co mmis sion ans were d:  

 

The Head  of the  EU Delegation in Pakistan and the  EU Special Representative on Human 

Rights have already raised t he case of Shafqat Em manuel and Shagufta  Kausar with 

Pakistani authorit ies at the hi ghe st levels.  

 

EP Resolutio n  

 

On 29 April 2021, the  European Parlia ment ad opted a Resolu tion on Blasphemy Law s in 

Pakistan,  in par ti cular the case of Shagufta  Kausar , a ca ret ake r in a Ch ristian scho ol,  and 

her husb and Shaf qat Emmanuel, partly pa ralyzed, saying in its very first point:  

 

ñwhereas Shagufta Kausar and Shafqat Emmanuel, a Christ ian couple, were impr isoned 

in 2013 and sen te nced to death in 2014 for blasphemy; wh ere as they have  been accuse d 

of sending  ñblasphemou sò tex t messag es to a m osque cleric insulting the Prophet 

Muhammad, using a sim card registered in Shaguftaôs name; whereas both the accused 

have consistently de nie d all allegations and believ e that her Na tio nal  Identity  Card was 

pu rpose ly misu sed;  

 

the Eu rope an  Parliamen t  

 

Stro ngly condemns the imprisonment and sentencing of Shagufta Kausar and Shafqat 

Emmanuel, as well as the continued delay o f their appeal hear ing ;  

calls on the Pakistani au thorities to imm edi ately and  uncondition ally release  the m, and t o 

pr ov ide them a nd thei r lawyer adequate security now and upon release;  

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-9-2021-000821_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-9-2021-000821_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2021-0157_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2021-0157_EN.html
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calls on the Lahore High Court to hold the appea l hearing without del ay and to strike 

down th e verdict in accordance wi th human righ ts; ò 

 

681 membe rs of the Eu ropea n Parli amen t voted in favor of  the resolut ion: only three 

MEPs opposed it.  

 

It seems that the pressure exerted by the EU institutions was fi nally successful as t he 

Christian couple  wh o had spen t  eight years in p rison was rel eased a month a nd a half 

later , on 3 June 2021. The y now live in hi ding fo r their security  as Asia Bibi had to do . 

 

Looking for a safe haven in Europe  

 

As Asia Bibi, t hey thought that the EP Re solutions highlight ing  their plight would facilita te 

their requ est  fo r a visa to an EU mem ber s tate as  the y urgent ly  needed a safe  haven for 

their own security. B ut the  Christian couple  have not received any proposal from them 

and thei r applications for a visa through variou s Eur opean embassies have mostl y 

remained un ans wer ed or hav e been turne d dow n becau se t hey are in  hid ing, they have 

no  job and no proof of income. The diplomatic missions could have proposed them an 

alternative proce ss to get as ylum  but they did not . 

 

As o f t he end July , the German  emba ssy  is the on ly one  to have officially a nswer ed  

Shag ufta  Kausar and Shafqat Emma nuel  bu t they said they could not be of any 

assistance:  

ñThis possibility is narrowly limited to excepti onal cases ("singular  individual fates")  th at  

are of particular exempla ry political sig nif icance, e .g. persons who h ave bee n ac t ive in 

huma n rights or opposit ion work in a particularly outstanding and long -standing manner 

and are thus directly exposed to a  massive threat to th eir physical integr ity  and can 

sustainably avoid s uch a threat sol ely  by being  admitted to  Germ any. ò 

The o nly way to a sk for polit ical as ylum would be to illegally cross several borders and 

arrive in an EU country where they could appl y for asylum  but t hey  do not envisage su ch 

a dangerous solution.  

 

Again , in this cas e, EU member st ates are fai ling to con crete ly help pers ecuted Chris tians 

looking for a safe haven and turn a deaf ear to their requests. They are neither proactive 

nor reac tive  while what is re quired is action an d n ot  talk.  

 

 

The GSP+ is at stake: Values first and Business second 

 

Up to now Pak ista n has ig nore d the  repeat ed appe als of the UN, the EU institutions, the 

USA, the UK and other countries to ensure the necessary sa feguards are in place  to 

prevent the abu se of  the  blasphemy  laws.  

In 2 014, Pakistan  en ter ed the Ge neralised S cheme of Pref eren ces Plus  (GS P+ )  granting  a 

numb er of commercial privileges, such as the access to the EU market without import 

duties ifé human rights are respected.  

Despite continuing vio la t ions of human rights, inc luding religi ous  fr eedom, th e European 

Commis sion ce rtif ies that  Pakistan remain s eligi ble for the scheme.  

In the  10 February 2021  written par liamentary question  mention ed before, th e thre e 

MEPs asked  Josep Bo rrell , among  oth er thing s,  if the VP/HR  was ñconsidering ending the 

Generalised Scheme of Preferences Plus preferences for Pakistan?  If not, why  not?ò 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-9-2021-000821_EN.html
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Borrell  first answered :  

ñthe Hig h Representative/Vice -President  brought up t he imp lementati on of the 27  

inte rnation al c onventio ns c ov ered by th e Gener alised Scheme of Preferences Plus (GSP+) 

in the fifth EU -Pakistan Strategic Dialogue with Foreign Minister Qureshi on 

3 November  2020.   

This included explicit concerns r egarding the dea th penalty a nd misuse of  blas phemy 

legis lation. Most  recently, t he EU r eiterated its messages in this regard to Pakistan, on 

2 March  2021, in the Sub Group on Trade of t he EU -Pakistan Joint Commission. ò 

He the n put  the emphasis on  alleged p rogress in ot her  hu man right s areas  that  are 

highly ques tionable  as th e extent o f the r elated violations has not decreased since 2019 :  

ñThe 2018 -2019 Report on the Generalised Scheme of  Preferences (GSP) sh ows that 

Pakistan i s m ak ing progress over time in areas such as  th e e liminatio n of ho nour killi ngs, 

th e pr otection  of tr ansgender persons , and the protection of womenôs and childrenôs 

rights.   

However, a number of shortcomings still re main. The report incl udes reducing the s cop e 

for the death penalty as o ne of the pri ori ty areas for  action . The  EU w ill con tinu e to 

closely  m onitor, ad dress a nd encourage further progress on these issues. ò 

and  he concluded :  

ñA temporary withdrawal of GSP p references would be a  measure of last re sor t when all 

other actions fai l.ò 

Concretel y, it means tha t the suspen sion of the GSP+  is not on t he agenda of  the 

European Commission although numerous reports prove that the implementation of 

human rights in Pakis tan has not made any substantial progres s and  has even regressed 

on a n umber of issu es.  In  addit ion , the unders tandi ng and the interpre tati on  of ñwhen all 

actions failò in Borrellôs answer can be easily abused for years  to keep the GSP+ in place . 

However, it would be a n unfort unate  missed opport uni ty  for the EU to fail to sho w its 

teeth a nd to be at the  spearhead o f a r obust i niti ative ri ght now.   

Indee d, o n 2 December last , the State Department redesignated  Pakist an  as a CPC 

(Country of Part icular Concer n) und er IRFA  ( Internationa l Rel igious Freedom Act)  , b ut  

again issued a waiver on any related sanctions, “as required, in the ‘important 

national interest of the United States.’”  

 

Pakistan can  sleep on both ears  if  the EU fails to put its wor ds and values  in to action.  

Business fir st sh ould be  replaced on  its  agenda by Values f irst and Business second.  

 

Life sentence upheld for Christian in blasphemy case 

Islamist pressu re again appears to i nfluence ju dges in Pak is t an.  

 

Morning Star News ( 27.06.20 21) -  https:/ /bit.l y/3h 4HG7B -  A cou rt in  Rawalpindi, 

Pakistan upheld the life sentence of a Christian convicted of sending blasphemous tex t 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2021-01-13/pdf/2021-00556.pdf
https://bit.ly/3h4HG7B
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messages in spite o f the pros ecutionôs ma nipulated evidence and failu re to establi sh his  

involvem ent, his law yer s aid.  

 

Zafar B hatti,  56,  had been hand ed th e l ife sentence, which in Pakistan is 25 years, on 

May 3, 2017, under Section 295 -C of Pakistanôs blasphemy laws for al legedly se nding 

tex t m essages derogatory to Islamôs prophet. Th e Chri stian con tinues to de ny th e 

charg e.  

 

On Tuesd ay ( June 22), a n a dditi onal sessions judge in Rawalpindi District upheld Bhattiôs 

conviction even though new evidence pre sented by the prosecu tion again  failed t o 

dir ectly link Bhatti with the  alleged offe nse , a ccording to his attor ney.  

 

In a b id to conver t hi s life term in to a dea th sentence, the complainant in the case, Ibrar 

Ahmed Khan, last year filed an application in t he Lahore High Court (LHC) Rawa lpindi 

Bench  seeking forensic examinatio n of cellular  compa ny audio samples to t ry to  establ ish 

Bhattiôs dir ect involvem ent in the  texts, attorney Tahir Bashir said.  

 

Police had obtained audio samples from the cellular compan y during the trial, b ut they 

could not b e e xam ined forensically due to absence of a tes tin g facilit y at that ti me, h e 

said.  

 

Police obt aine d samples from  thre e people, including the SIM cardôs registered owner, 

Ghazala Khan, who used to work with Bhatti.  

 

ñWhen someone calls the cellula r company  fo r activation of the SIM card , their voice s a re 

recorded, ò Bashir said. ñIn this case, the SI M us ed in the alle ged o ffe nse was activated 

thrice ï the first two times by some people related to Ms. Khan, and the thir d time by the 

woman h erself. Bh atti neve r p ossessed the SIM, but his ph one set was m yst eri ously use d 

to send th ose b lasphem ous te xt mes sage s.  Itôs quite clear  th at the convict was trapped 

in the case through his phone.ò 

 

Khan was also arrested and charged with blasphemy in 201 2. At her trial in Apr il  2013, 

Justice Khalid Mehm ood of the LH C Rawa lpindi Be nch refused to pa ss judg ment a gainst  

her  and instead t ri ed to convince the complainant to forgive her. Khan said she was 

innocent and did not want forgivenes s but to be freed on merit.  

 

The judge s how ed leniency and granted her bail. She die d i n N ovember 2 016 from 

Hep atiti s C, ag ed 39.  

 

Bash ir s aid that on Ap ril 15, LHC Rawalpindi Bench Justice Sadaqat Ali Khan remanded 

the case to Rawalpindi Additional Sessio ns Judge Sahibzada Na qeeb Sulta n with th e 

dir ection to complete the exa mination of ñnew  evidenceò within two mo nths . 

 

Citing ñevidence mani pulation,ò Bashir s aid  that the CD allegedly containing Bhattiôs voice 

sample from the cellular companyôs records turned out to be blank w hen it was  played i n 

cou rt .  

 

ñThe police then sought time from the  ju dge and m anufactured a new  CD con tainin g 

Bhattiôs audio samples  from  th e recordings that were made in the presence of a 

magistrate during the trial in 2017,ò he said. ñThey presented this CD as a r ecord fro m 

the cellular company even as I argued that  th e a udio reco rd should be  dire ctly 

summoned  from the company.ò 

 

Dur ing t he initial trial, the judge was not satisfied with the evidence purported to 

incriminate Bhatti, s o he had sentenced hi m to life imprisonm ent  even though the 

mandatory p unishment und er Section 295 -C is death, the a ttorney  said.  
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ñThe tri al  court judge  had giv en the verdict under immense pressure, because the 

complainant was an office bearer of the Isla mist extremist outfit  Ahle Sunn at Wal 

Jamaa t,ò Bashir said. ñI believe the verdict d eli ver ed this t ime was also  unde r press ure, 

because  the reôs no direct evid ence against Bhatti.ò 

 

Lower court judges routinely hesitate to make rulings based on merit or fre e those 

accused of bl asphemy, i nstead tr ans ferring their burden to high er courts whi le the  

accused and their fa milie s suffe r .  

 

Bashir s aid th at he had fi led a n a ppeal against Bhattiôs conviction in the Lahore High 

Court in 2017, but it had been repeatedly adjourned on one pret ext or the  other ov er th e 

years.  

 

ñOn the other hand, the LHC o rde red  reexamin ation of the  evid ence on  a sin gle 

applic at ion by the c ompla ina nt,ò he said. ñItôs very unfortunate that innocent people are 

made to suffer in jail, and their  appeals are kept pen ding by th e higher cou rt s for years.ò 

Despite the ñdisappointing v erdictò and delay tactic s, he  said h e was still hope fu l that the 

LHC wo uld  accept his appeal and order Bhattiôs acquittal. 

 

Church officials and human rights groups say blasphemy allegations  are frequ ently use d 

not  only to settle personal s cores but to tar get  religiou s minorities  in P akistan . 

 

A Senate Spec ial Committee on Hu man  Righ ts and the Islamabad High Court in 2018 

recommended that those making false blasphemy accu sations be given the same 

punis hments as  th ose for blasphemy conviction s, but the go ver nme nt dismis sed the 

reco mmend ation. The re commen dati on  also stated  that  anyone registering a blasphemy 

case at a police station must bring two witnesses.  

 

While punishme nt for blasphemy rang es from se veral yea rs in  prison to death in 

Pakist an, a person mak ing  a false accusation f aces potenti al pun ishmen t of  only six 

mont hs in  pr ison o r a fine of 1,000 rupees (US$6). Successive governments have 

acknowledged that the blasph emy laws are blatantl y misused,  but litt le ef fort has been 

made to stop  the abuses . 

 

Right s activis ts say itôs unlik ely tha t any govern ment  will move to repea l o r amend  the 

blasphemy laws due to fierce Islamist sentiments in the Muslim -majority country. Th ey 

say Pakistani auth orities mu st be urg ed to  immediately implement eff ective proced ura l 

and instit utional safe guard s at th e inve stigat ive,  prosecutorial  and jud icial l evels to 

prevent abuse of these laws.  

 

At least 35 people in prison in 2020 received dea th sentences for blas phemy, com pared 

wit h 2 9 the previous year, accordi ng to the U.S . S tat e Departm entôs 2020 Intern ational  

Relig ious F reed om  Report. The  repo rt cites th e Center for Social Justice, a national Non -

Governmental Organization, as reporting tha t at least 199 people  were accu sed of 

blasphem y offenses in 202, the hi ghest number of bla sphemy ca ses in a sin gle y ear in 

the co untryôs hi st ory. Most of  the accused wer e Shia (70 percent of cases) and Ahmadis 

(20 percent), according to the report.  

 

The U. S. State Department i n December  re -desig nat ed  Pakistan among nine other  

ñCountries of Part icular Co ncernò for severe  violat ions o f reli giou s freedom. Pre vious ly 

Pakistan had been added to the list on Nov. 28, 2018 . 

 

Pakistan ranked fifth on Christian suppo rt organization Open Doors 2021  World Wa tch  list 

of the 50 countries wh ere it is mos t d iff icult to be a Christi an.  
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Court acquits Christian couple on death row for seven 
years of blasphemy charges 

See our 10  May article  abo ut our cam pai gn for  the  r elease of th e Chr ist ian 

couple and our news on Pakistan in  2 021  and 2020  

 

 

By Emily Woo d 

 

The Christ ian Post (03.0 6.202 1) -  https://bit.ly/3fXs6ub  -  A Pakistani court acquitted a  

Christian couple of the ir blasphe my cha rge s after being ñleft to dieò on death row for  

nearly eigh t years over  fals e alleg ati ons  that they  insulted the Islam ic prophet 

Muhammad through text messages.   

 

Police arrested Shafqat Emmanuel and Shagufta Kausar  in July 2013  when Maulvi 

Mohammed Hussain, a mosque leader, claimed Emmanuel used his wifeôs phone to send 

him an offe nsiv e message  insul tin g Muhammad with other blasph emous stateme nts .  

 

A two -me mber bench o f the  Lahore  High Court fina lly ordered th eir r elease from jail on 

Thursday after hearing arguments from both sides,  Dai ly Pak ista n reported.   

 

Emma nue l claims that the police extracted a false confession from him by torturing him 

in front of his  wife and children, a ccordi ng to t he Uni ted  States -based persecution 

wa tchdog group  International Christian Concern.   

 

The couple was charged wi th "ins ulting  the Q ura n"  and "insulting the prophe t," though 

li ttl e e vidence w as presented  rega rding t he coupleôs char ges.   

Saif -ul -Maloo k, the coupleôs attorney, told ICC he was ñjust happy to get justice for this 

couple.ò 

 

Malook had  previously told the  Union of Catholic Asian News  that it was a ñbogus caseò 

that judges were afraid to hear.   

 

ñA session judge who visit ed the Fa isal abad j ail  described Shafqat as a hope less case,ò 

Malo ok said. ñIt means that being  Christ ian  and a bl asph em y accused is  itse lf sufficient 

for being hated by police, judges, lawyers and the overall society. They are left to  die.ò 

 

The phone tha t sent the  ñblasphe mousò messages was registered i n Kausarôs name,  bu t 

she cla ims Hussain stole  her Na tio nal  Ident ity Card to purcha se a SIM  card in her name 

to send the incriminating messages to himself to frame her.   

 

The texts were also written in Engli sh, which the  coupl e d oes not even speak.   

 

The co uple claims t he arr est stemm ed from a mi nor q uarrel bet wee n thei r ch ildren and 

nei ghbor s s ix months before the arrest.   

 

Emmanuel, who is a paraplegic and suffers from deteriorating hea lth due to a lack of 

adequate med ical ca re,  was sent to a separate pris on from his w ife  in  2014.   

 

https://hrwf.eu/wp-admin/post.php?post=66371&action=edit
https://hrwf.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Pakistan-2021.pdf
https://hrwf.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Pakistan-2020.pdf
https://bit.ly/3fXs6ub
https://www.christianpost.com/news/pakistani-christian-couples-death-row-appeal-delayed-after-6-years-in-prison-for-blasphemy.html
https://en.dailypakistan.com.pk/03-Jun-2021/pakistan-court-acquits-christian-couple-on-death-row-for-7-years-in-blasphemy-case
https://www.persecution.org/2021/06/03/high-court-pakistan-acquits-christian-couple-death-row-blasphemy/
https://www.ucanews.com/news/convicted-of-blasphemy-christian-couple-endure-death-row-misery-in-pakistan/92457
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Amnesty International  wrote an appeal to the inspector genera l in April urging the  prison 

to pr ovide Sha fq at with adequate healthcar e as he was i n ñsha rp declin eò due to painful  

bedsor es and  relia nce on  prison guar ds fo r h is care.   

 

ñThe couple should not be in jail at all, let alone at risk of execution,ò Amnesty 

I nternational wrote in  the letter. ñPakis tanôs blasphemy laws do not mee t human right s 

law and stand ards, they l ack e ssentia l s afe guards  to mi nimize the r isk o f r ights violations 

and illustrate the dangers faced by the countryôs religious minorities. The urgency with 

which the injustices in  this case m ust be remedied is height ened by Shafq atôs p ain and 

lack of acces s to appropr iat e h ealth care . éò 

 

ñI strongly u rge  you to grant Shafqat prompt, regular and unrestricted access to 

adequate health care as necess ary,ò the letter added. ñIn addition  to tha t,  [he] and his 

wife Shaguft a should be i mme dia tely and unconditiona lly r eleased . I  call for  the  couple 

and th eir l awyer to be provided with adequate security upon their release.ò  

 

The coupleôs children remained in hiding as their pa rentsô case was delayed  since the 

blasphemy accusations could lead to extrem ist attacks against t hem.   

 

ICC Re gional  Manager William Stark said it was "great to  see s uch a pro longed 

blasp hemy case ju stl y r esolved,ò ev en though th e fam ily  remains in danger.   

  

ñHowever, we remain deeply concerned for the safety of the Christian cou ple and their 

family, " Stark said in a s tat em ent. ñExtremists in Pakistan are known to tar get indiv iduals 

accus ed of  religi ous  cr imes, like  blasphemy, ev en af ter  they have been acquitted."  

 

"The abuse of Pak istanôs blasphemy laws must be curbed, and false allegations must be 

rooted out and  punis hed ,"  he continued. "Too often these laws ha ve bee n a tool in the 

hands  of e xtremis ts seeking t o st ir  up religiou sly m oti vated violence against minorities. 

Without ref orm, religious minorities will continue to face f alse blasphemy accusa tions and 

the  viole nce  that often accompanies thes e accusations .ò 

 

A Christian  mother of f ive, Asia Bi bi,  wa s acqu itte d by the Pakis tan S upr eme Court in 

2018 after sitting on death row fo r around eight years after being falsely accused  

of  bla sphemy . Bib i wrote a  m emoir  entitled  Finally Fr ee about her ord eal .  

 

Blasp hemy charges  agai nst min ori ty faiths  are  common in Pak istan . W hile no one has 

been executed on a blasphemy cha rge, many accused of blasphemy are impacted by 

retaliatory  mob violence , mass lynchings or  vigilante murders carried out by extremists.   

 

False accusations of  blasphemy ar e wide spr ead in Pakistan and often st em from ulter ior  

mo tives, re ligious hatr ed an d perso nal  vendetta s. M any charged wi th bl asphemy never 

reach the courtroom.   

 

Pakistan is the fifth -worst country in the world for Christia n persecution due to Islamic 

extre mist o ppr ession, according to Open Do ors USAôs 2021 World Watch List . It is also  

ranked as the second -most dangerous country in Asia for Christian s.  

 

The U.S. State Dep ar tment recognizes Pakistan as a "country  of  pa rticular concern" for  

tole rating or eng aging in e gr egious viola tions  of  religious freedom.   

 

The U.S. Co mmis sion for Intern ati onal Religious Freedom  repo rts that huma n r igh ts 

activi sts have adv ocate d for d ecades  to re form  Pakistanôs blasphe my laws that 

disproportionately charge religious minorities and are often based on false accusatio ns.  

 

https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/ASA3339742021ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.christianpost.com/news/pakistani-christian-couples-death-row-appeal-delayed-after-6-years-in-prison-for-blasphemy.html
https://www.christianpost.com/news/asia-bibi-acquitted-christian-mother-8-years-death-row.html
https://www.christianpost.com/news/asia-bibi-photo-emerges-as-memoir-finally-free-is-released-details-prison-torture.html
https://www.christianpost.com/news/pakistani-christian-man-pregnant-wife-burnt-alive-in-kiln-case-main-suspect-granted-bail-by-court.html
https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/world-watch-list/
https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/Pakistan.pdf


Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | Pakistan    

 

ñVague provisionsò found in s ection s 2 95  and 298 of Pakistanôs Penal Code crimi nal ize  

any spee ch or acts ñinsul ting a rel igi on or beli ef  or defiling  the Qur an, the [Islamic] 

prophet Muhammad, a place of worship, or religious symbols,ò according to USCIRF.  

 

Lisa Curtis, th e senio r dire ctor f or South and Central Asia at th e U.S. Nation al Security 

Council during the T rump ad min ist ration , said  at th e 2019 State Department Mi nisterial 

to Adv anc e Religio us Freedom t hat m ore peo ple  are impr ison ed for blasphe my in  

Pakistan than all the other countries in the world combined.  

 

Photo :  Reuters  

 

Do not forget victims of blasphemy laws who are behind 
bars  

The  European Parliament has v oted a  resol u tio n a gainst bl asphemy laws  and  f or  

t he  relea se  of  a  Ch ri stian  couple  on  t he  death  row  for  seven  years  in  Pakistan .  

Table of contents 

-  Introduction  

-  Blasphe m y Laws  

-  Shagufta Kausar and Shafqat Emmanuel : A timeline of the proceedings 

-  51 names of blasphemy prisoners in HRWF Database 

-  Conclusions 

HRWF (10. 05.202 1) -  On 29 April, MEPs vot ed a resol ution against blasphe my laws  in 

Pakista n in which they expressed their  concerns  for  th e h ealth and  wellbeing o f Pak istan i 

couple  Shagu fta Kausar and Sha fqat Emm anuel, who were sentenced to death on 

blasphemy charges in 2014. Since their conviction, based on deeply flawed evid ence, 

they  have bee n h eld captive and isolated fro m each other and  th eir famil ies, while t heir 

appea l proces s has been  postponed rep eated ly,  MEPs say.  The resolution  was adopted by 

681 votes in favour, 3 against with 6 abstentions.  

The resolution notes that Pakistan’s controversial blasphemy laws, despite never having led to 

official executions, incite harassment, violence and murder against those being accused. There 

have been cases of mob violence against accused who were finally freed and against judges 

who had released them. Asia Bibi, a Christian who had been sentenced to death by hanging in 

2010, was released in October 2018 when the Supreme Court of P akistan  acquitted her based 

on insufficient evidence, though she was not allowed to leave the country until the verdict was 

reviewed. She had to hide all the time to avoid being killed by extremist groups.  

The European Parliament cal ls on the Pakistani a uthorities  to relea se Shafqat Emmanuel 

and Shaguft a Kausar imme dia tel y and unc onditionally  and to ov er turn t heir d eath  

sent ence.  

Sho uld t hey  need to leave Pakistan, EU countries must issue emergency visas and offer 

international protec tion to the couple, M EPs urge, as well a s f or  their lawyer Saiful 

Maloo k and others tha t s tand accu sed for peac efull y exe rc ising their righ ts . 

On 7 May 2019, Canada granted Asia Bibi political asylum. EU member states ‘did not rush’ 

to provide her a safe haven at that time. 

https://www.christianpost.com/news/there-are-200-more-asia-bibis-son-of-slain-pakistani-gov-fears-complacency-has-set-in.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/RC-9-2021-0254_EN.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_Pakistan
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Bl asphemy La ws  

Pakistan Penal Code Sections 295 A, B, and C and Section 298 A, B, and C 1 

 

295-A.  Whoe ve r, wit h deli bera te  and malicio us in ten tion of 

outraging the 'religious feelings of any class of the citizens of Pakistan, by 

words, e ither spoken or writt en, or by visible r epr esentations insults the 

reli gion or the r eli gio us belief s of that cl ass, shall  be puni shed w ith 

im prisonment o f eit her  description for a ter m which may extend to ten 

years  or with fine  or with both.  

 

295-B. Whoeve r wilfully defiles, d amages or desecrate s a  copy of the 

Holy Qur'an or of an extract  th ere from or u ses it in an y der ogato ry  

manne r or f or a ny  unlawful pu rpose  shall be punishable with 

imprisonment for life.  

 

295-C. Whoever by words, either spoken or writte n, or by visible 

repr esentation  or by an y i mp utation, innuendo, or insi nuation, dire ctl y o r 

indirec tly, defiles  the sacre d name o f the Holy  Prophet Muham mad ( pea ce 

be upon him) shall be punished with death, or imprisonment for life, and 

shall also be liabl e to fine.  

 

298-A. Whoever by w ords, eit her  spoken or written, or by vi sible 

represe nta tio n,  or by any imputati on, i nnuen do or in sinuat ion,  directly or 

indire ctl y, defiles the sacred name of any wife (Ummul Mumineen), or 

members of the family (Ahle -bait), of the Holy Prophet ( peace be u pon 

him),  or  any of the righteous Caliph s (Khulafa -e-Rashid een) or 

companions (S ahaab a) of  the Hol y Prop het (p eace be upon  him)  shall be 

punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 

extend to three ye ars, or with fine, or  with both . 

 

298-B. (1) Any person of the Quadiani  group or the  Lahor i g roup ( who 

call the mselv es 'A hm adis' or by any ot her name) wh o by wor ds, either 

spoken or written, or by visible representation,  

 

(a) refers to, or addresses, any p erson, other than a C aliph or 

companion of th e Holy Prophet Muhammad (p eace be upon him ), 

as ' Ameer -ul -Mumineen ,' 'K halif a- tul -Mumninee n', Khalifa - tul -

Muslime en,  'Sahaabi' or 'Razi Allah Anho';  

(b) refers to, or addresses, any person, other than a wife of the 

Holy Prophet Muha mmad (peac e be upon  him) , as 'Ummul -

Mumineen';  

(c)  refers to, o r a ddr esses any  person, oth er th an a me mber o f the 

fami ly  (Ahle -bait)  of t he Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon 

him), as Ahle -bait; or  

(d) refers to, or names, or calls, his place of worship as 'Masjid ':  

shall be pu nished with imprisonment o f either desc rip tio n fo r a 

term which ma y ext end t o three years,  and  shall also be  liab le to 

fine.  

 

(2) Any person of the Quadiani group or Lahori group (who call 

themselves 'Ahmadis' o r by any other name) who by wor ds, eithe r s poken 

or written, or by visi ble represent ati on,  refe rs t o the mode o r for m of call 

 
1 Legislative Coun cil, Pakista n Penal Code (Act XLV of 1860)  
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to prayer s fo llowed by his faith  as 'Azan', or recites Azan as used by the 

Muslims, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 

ter m which ma y extend to th ree years, and shall also be liable to fin e.  

 

298-C.  Any person of  the Quadi an i grou p or t he L ah ori group (w ho ca ll 

themselves 'Ahmadis' or by any other name), who directly or indirectly, 

poses himself as a Musl im, or calls, or refe rs to, his  faith as  Is lam , or 

preaches or propagat es his faith,  or  invites oth ers to accep t his  fait h,  by 

wo rds, e ithe r spoken or wr itten , o r by visible representations, or in any 

manner whatsoever outrages the religious feelings of Mu slims shall be 

punish ed with im prisonmen t o f either description for a t erm which may  

ex ten d to t hre e years and shall  also  be liab le to fine . 

 

Shagufta Ka usar and  Shafqat Emmanuel  :A timeline  of the proceedings  

18 June 2013: Blasphemous text messages were s ent to a cleric and a  lawyer fr om a 

phon e a llegedly registered in Shagu fta Kausarôs nam e.  

21 July 2013: Shaguft a and  her hu sband Shafqa t Em ma nuel were ar reste d a nd charged 

with blasphemy.  

4 April 2014: A sessions court in  Toba Tek Singh, Punjab Province, s entenced Shagufta 

and  Shafqat t o death.  

6 February 2016: Shafqat filed a petition in  th e Lahore Hig h Court for bail,  plea ding: ñI  

have deve loped bedsores  and I m ay die in jail. ò He also said, ñThere a re serious 

contradictions in witness accounts against me  and my wife and we a re hopeful  of an 

acqui tt al on our appeal .ò 

May 2019: Asia Bibiôs l awy er Saiful  Malook, who  has taken  up the couple ôs case,  stated: 

ñThey did  not get a fair trial .  They are innocent .ò He visited Shagufta in April and 

reported, ñShagufta  needs help from the world, she  is const ant ly  weeping that she 

cannot s pend any more  ti me there .  And Shafqat is  disa bled on  the b ed, he  canôt move. 

The l atest  doctorôs report indicates that his whole back is almost destroyed from the bed 

sores. He may die in prison .ò 

June 2019: Lahore H igh Court  set 25 June 2019 as the appeal  hearing date  fo r S hagufta 

and Shafqat.  

March 2020: It was  repor ted th at a final v erdic t in the coupleôs case was expected to be 

rea d by the Lahore High Court on 8 April 2020. Shagufta and Shafqatôs new defence 

lawye r Khalil Tah ir  Sandhu said he was ñconfi dent ò of a posit ive  outcome because ñthe re 

is no c lear evi dence agai nst the two of  them ñ. On 20 February, a judge reportedly 

ordered  a fresh probe into what he called  ñdubious evidence ò used to sentence the m to 

death  on blasp hem y charges.  

8 April 2020: Sha gufta and Sha fqatôs appeal v erdict was d ue to  be r ead out by Lah ore 

High Court but  was pos tponed due to the Covid -19 crisis. No new d ate was given.  
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3 June 2020: Shagufta and Shafqatôs appeal hearing, which had been r eschedule d f or  3 

June, was postponed unt il 22 June 20 20.  

22 June 2020: Shagufta  and S hafqa tôs appe al hea ring  was postponed  agai n a nd 

rescheduled for 10 September 2020.  

10 September 2020: The appeal hearing was adjourned becau se one of the two pan el 

judges failed to  appear. It was rescheduled for  24 September . 

24 September 2020: Shaguf ta an d Sha fqatôs case wa s ca lled but the j udges  said they 

would hear the case the following week, without giving any reason for the 

postponement.   

29 September 2020: A new date  of 22 Oc tob er  2020 was set for the appe al hearing . 

17 October 2020: Lawyer Saif ul Malook tw eeted that t he h earing was to be re scheduled 

because the bench was not available for 22 October.  

21 October 2020: Saiful Malook tweet ed that the hearing w as resched uled for 4 

Nov ember 2020.  

14 December 2020: Saiful Ma loo k t weeted th at the  heari ng, d ue to  be held  on 16  

Decem ber, was to be re scheduled . 

22 January 2021: The hearing was rescheduled for 15 February at Lahore High Court.  

15 February 2021: The sch eduled hea ring was adj ou rned  to 4 March . 

8 March 2021: Saiful M alo ok tweeted t hat the appe al ñis ord er ed to be hea rd o n second 

week of Ap rilñ. 

15 April 202:1 Shagufta and Shafqatôs appeal, scheduled to be heard on 15 April, was 

postpon ed because of an incr ease in Co vid -19 ca ses. Amnesty International rece ntly 

reported  th at Shafqatôs health is r apidl y det er iorati ng.  His la wy er says he h as mu lti ple 

bed sores that are not being given adequate treatment and are increasingly painful. 

Shafqat  was in a coma for th ree days i n March, accor ding to his family, but wa s not 

taken t o t he prison ho spital.  

51 n ame s of bl as phemy prison ers in  HRWF Databa se  

Ahmadis (5) 

 

AHMAD Mubasher  - AHMED Ehsan  - AHMED Ghulam  - WAQAR Ahmad  ï WARAICH 

Shaheed Ahmad . 

 

Catholics (1) 
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KENNETH Anwar  

 

Protestants (29) 

 

ASGHAR Muhammad ï ASGHAR Noman ï ASHRAF Malik  ï FAISAL  Humayun ï AYUB 

Qaisar  ï BHATTI Zafa r ï BI N Hajaj ï EMMANUEL Shafqat ï FAROOQ Malik ï GILL Aftab 

(Pastor) ï ISHAQ Soofi ï JAMES Nadeem ï KAREEM Abdul ï KAUSAR Shagufta ï KAUSER 

Shaguftah -  LATIF Shafe eq ï MASIH Imran ï MASIH Ish faq ï MASIH Patr as ï MASIH 

Sajjad ï MASI H Saj jad ï MASIH Shahbaz  ï MASIH Yaqoob Ba shir ï MUSHTAQ Sunny ï 

PERVAIZ Asif ï SAMSON Nadeem ï STEPHEN Masih.  

 

Shias (1) 

 

SATTAR Abdul  

 

Sunnis (15) 

 

AHMAD Maqsood ï ALI Muhamm ad ï ALI Rehma t  ï ASIF ï ASLAM Muhammad ï HAFEEZ 

Juna id ï HAMEED Abd ul ï MAHDI Arif ï MUSHTAQ Muha mmad a lias  MASTA ï RASOOL 

Ina yat  ï RAZA Taimoor (Shia) ï SHAFI Muhammad ï SHAHZAD Muhammad ï UD DIN 

Shamas ï YOUSAF Muhammad.  

 

As of 10 May 2021 , at  least  20 were  on t he death  row  and 15  got a  life sentence.  

 

See d eta ils of t heir cases here  and the 64 -page report o f UK Home Office ñCountry Policy 

and Inform ation Note  ï Pakistan:  Christ ian s a nd Christian Converts ò (February 2021) , 

which al so mentions details of HRWF ôs Database of F ORB Prisoners . 

Conclusions 

Up to now  Pakist an  has ignored United Nation s repeated appea ls to repeal  its blasphe my 

laws or , at the  very leas t,  ensure the neces sar y s afeguards are in place to prevent the 

abuse of these laws .  

In 201 4, Pakistan entered the Ge neralised Scheme of P references  Plus (GS P+) , which 

ñshould provide a strong incentiv e t o r espect co re human rig hts a nd la bour rig htsò among  

others  but  th is ha s b een  proven not to be the case . Despite con tinuing violations of 

human rights,  including religio us freedom,  the Euro pean Commis sion cert ifi es that 

Pakistan remains eli gible for the  schem e. The European Parli ament  call s on the  Europ ean 

Commission ñto urge ntl y s ubmit a report to the Parliament explaining why Pakistan 

remains eligible for the GSP+ ò, sus pecting that business  seems to prevail o n h um an 

rights concerns.  

Human Rights Withou t Fron tier s sup ports this p ositi on an d will m onitor  the  follow up of 

this ini tia tive  as European regulations stipulate that countries not respecting human 

rights are not el igible for GSP+ statu s, that al lows prod uct s t o come into the EU market  

from vulnera ble  developing countries wi th out  impo rt  dutie s.  

 

 

https://hrwf.eu/hrwf-prisoners-database-other-countires/
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European Parliament moves to withdraw Pakistan’s 
GSP+ status over abuse of Blasphemy Laws 

by Guest Contributor  
 

 
The European Parliament has criticised Pakistanôs controversial Blasphemy Laws and 

called for a review of the status quo, writes Philippe Jeune. 

 
EU Politica l Report  (03 .05.2021)  -  https://bit.ly/3i9WWAS  -  Pakistan  is a major  

beneficiary  of  the  trading  opportunities  offered  by  the  EU Generalised  Scheme  of  

Preferences  (GSP) .  

 

From  January  1st  2014  Pakistan  has  benefited  from  gene rous  tariff  preferenc es (mostly  

zero  dut ies on two  thirds  of  all  produc t  categories)  un der  the  so-called  GSP+  

arrang ement  aiming  to  sup port  sustainable  develo pme nt  and  good  governance.   

In  order  to  maintain  GSP+  status  Pakistan  is obliged  to  ratify  and  eff ectively  implement  

27  core  internation al  conv entions  on  human  and  labou r rights,  env iro nme ntal  prot ection  

and  good  governan ce.  

However,  thi s status  is now und er  threat  as global  condemnation  of  Pakistanôs 

controversial  Blasphemy  Laws  grows,  with  the  Europe an  Parliament  calling  into  question  

the  sta tu s quo.  

Abuse  of  the  laws  is a major  con cer n,  and  cases  widely  repo rted.  

On Apr il  24t h of  this  year,  in  a Joint  Motion  for  a Resolution , supported  by all  major  

politic al  gr oups,  MEPs called  for  an  immediate  revi ew  of  Pakistanôs eligibilit y for  GSP+  

statu s,  and  consi dered  appropri ate,  the  withdrawal  of  that  status.   

 

Such  a move,  which  apparently  enjoys  the  support  of  the  majority  of  the  house,  would  

be highly  damaging  for  Pakistanôs economy:  from  201 0 to  2020,  EU27  imp orts  from  

Pakistan  have  almost  doubled , with  much  of the  growth  comi ng  in  the  aftermath  of  the  

award  of  GSP+  in  2014.  

https://www.eupoliticalreport.eu/author/guest-contributor/
https://bit.ly/3i9WWAS
https://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/development/generalised-scheme-of-preferences/
https://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/development/generalised-scheme-of-preferences/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/RC-9-2021-0254_EN.html
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According  to  figures  released  by  the  European  Commission,  The  EU is now  Pakistanôs 

secon d m ost  important  trading  partne r,  accounting  fo r  14.3%  of  Pakistanôs to tal  t rade  in  

2020  and  absorb ing 28%  of  Pakistan ôs total  exports.  

Parliamentarians  alleged  that  the  blasphemy  laws  are  used  to  ñincite harassment,  

violence  and  murder  against  those  being  accused,  causing  people  who  are accused  of  

bla sph emy  have  to  fear  for  their  lives  regar dless  of th e outcome  of  j udici al  procedures.ò 

They  further  stated  that  ñit is widely  known  that  Pakistanôs blasphemy  laws  are  of ten  

abused  by  making  false  accusations  that  serve  the  personal  interest s of  the  accu ser.ò 

The  Autho r,  Philippe  Jeune , is  a  Bruss e ls  bas ed  f re elance  journ alist ,  and  regular  

contributor  to  EU Political  Report.  

 

European Parliament: Pakistan blasphemy law 
incompatible with trade benefits 

A motion a sks  t h e Commission to reconside r the privile ged  GSP+ sta tus  

accord ed to  the country , beca use of  i ts  g ross violati ons o f r eligious liberty.  

 

By Massi mo Introvi gne  

 

Bitter Winter  (05.03.21) -  https://b it.ly/3vUsIWt  -  On Apri l 30, 681 members of the 

European Parli ame nt voted in favor o f a motion censoring Pakistan  for its human rights  

and  religious liberty vi olations. Only thre e MEPs opposed it.  

The motion f ocuses on Pak istanôs law on blasphe my, a nd on  the ca se of the Ch rist ian 

couple Sha gufta  Kausar and Shafqat Emmanuel. They were arrested in 2013 and 

sentenced to death in 2014 for bl asph emy. The case origina ted from messages i nsu lt ing 

Prophet Muhammad sent to a Muslim c ler ic using a S IM card  regi stere d in Sh agufta ôs 

nam e. H ow ever, the co uple den ies any knowledge of the me ssages, an d claims that the 

SIM card was purchased and used by a n un known person who impe rsonated Shagufta 

when  registering it.  

While their  appeal heari ng kee ps bei ng delayed , the  coup le rema ins in  jail.  Sha gu fta is in 

solitar y confinement. Shafqatôs lower body is p aralyzed, and he relies on prison guards 

for mobility.  He also has multiple pre ssure ulcers that a re no t  being properly treated. In 

March, the  mo tio n says , ñhe was repor tedly  in a c oma fo r thre e da ys  and was not  take n 

to the hospital.ò 

The motion  states th at this is not a unique case. Unfortunately, ñthe blasphem y laws of 

Pakistan ar e notoriously broad , v ague and coercive, and estab lish the auto mat ic and 

ma nda tory im posit ion o f the d eath p enalty .ò These laws ñviolate the  Stateôs human rights 

oblig ations, in ter alia, to respect and fulfil the right to life, equ alit y before the law, 

pro hibition of discrim ina ti on, freedom of opinion and  expression, and  fr eedom of thought , 

con scien ce and religi on or beli ef.ò 

Defendant s can not  expect a fair trial, the E uropean Pa rliament says. ñJudges are 

pressured and intimidated i nto convicting defendants , defense lawyers h ave  been killed 

in court and wi tnesses and f ami lies have  had to go  into  hidi ng out of fea r,ò In gen eral, 

ñfear of viol ence prevent lawyers, the poli ce, prosec utors and judges from conducting 

https://bit.ly/3vUsIWt
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/B-9-2021-0254_EN.html
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their work in an effe ctiv e and impartial manne r.ò Today, at least 17  people remain on the 

death row on blasph emy  charges,  wi th new accus ed be ing con stantl y adde d to  the list.  

The moti on notes that ñblasphemy laws create a c limate of terror and coercion in 

Pakistan, which affec ts a ll religious minoriti es, including Chris tia ns, Hindus, Sikhs as well 

as ñSufi, Ahmadiyy a a nd Shi a Muslims, .ò All rel igious minori ties ñare pr evented from  

free ly and safely engaging in reli gious acti vities and express their beliefs and non -beliefs, 

as t hey are vulnerable to vio lence, arbitrary de ten ti on and persecution.ò 

More broadly, the mot ion  says,  ñblasphem y law s in Pakista n are also u sed to  silence 

voi ces t hat  are critical of the govern ment,ò including journalists and artists. Women are 

taken into f orced marriages. ñThe religious party Tehree k- i-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP) is 

building consi der abl e barr ier s to hu man r ights  by per secuti ng pol itic al ly and relig iousl y 

dissenting voices and accusi ng them of  blasphemy.ò 

Noting that Pakistan has ignored United N atio ns appeals to repeal its blasphemy laws,  

th e Parliament calls on the Eu ropean Commis sion ñto urg ent ly subm it a repor t to th e 

Parl iament  exp laining why Pa kista n r emains eligible for the GSP +; when pr eparing the 

report, calls on the Commission to take in to c onsideration the pers istent and serious 

hum an rights violations.ò 

The G SP is the Gen era lized Sch eme  of Pre feren ces ( GSP), t hat al lows p rodu ct s to come 

in to th e EU market from vulnerable de veloping c ountries without import duties. However, 

European regu lati ons stipulate that co untries not respect ing  human rights are not eligib le 

for GSP+ s tat us.  The E uro pean Pa rliam ent n ow susp ects t hat th is m ay  have been 

ignore d, and the status accorded to Pakistan, by those who made the fact that European 

Union is #1 P akis tan trading partner p revail on human rig hts  concerns.  

Photo  :  European Parliament an d i ts Presid ent , David  Sassoli ( cre di ts)  

 

 

Another Ahmadi mosque attacked 

A mo b d emolis hed  the mi naret s and  mihrab  of th e buil ding  in Muzaffarga rh. 

Agai n, the police sided with the thugs.  

 

By Massimo Introvigne  

 

Bitter Winter ( 15.04.2021) -  https:/ / bit .l y/3dsQthS  -  Despite inter national 

pr ot est s,  attacks against Ahmadi mosques in Pakistan  continue unab ated.  

 

On April 1 1, a crowd  gat hered around the Ahmadi mosq ue in a vil lage in the ar ea of 

Muza ffarg arh, in Punj ab, an d star ted demolishing th e min are ts and mihrab.  

 

Local Ahmadis called the police, which sided with the attackers, and actually a rrested five  

members of the m inority re ligi ons. 

 

The incident proved, o nce again, th at the  Supre me Court 2 014 d irect ives fo r the 

protec tion  of places of worsh ip of minority religions are not respect ed in Pakistan.  

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ef/European_Parliament_President_David_Sassoli_signs_the_UK_Withdrawal_Agreement._%2849461241336%29.jpg
https://bit.ly/3dsQthS
https://bitterwinter.org/pakistan-khatam-e-nabuwat-demolishes-ahmadi-mosque-with-police-help/
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The Ahmadis are regarded as ñheretics,ò and officially  declared  non -Muslim by Pak ista ni  

law. Referring to their p laces of wo rship s as ñmosquesò is prohib ited.  

 

Apart  from any th eolo gical dispute,  Pakista n should guarantee the freedom of rel igion or 

belief to all its citizens, and protect them from  harassment coming fr om viole nt mobs an d 

mi li t ias. When it comes to the  Ahmadis, t hi s a lmo st nev er happens , and  hund reds of  

them have b een ki lled, with p erpet rat ors rarely punished.  

 

Hindu , Sikh, and  Christian  minorities are also subjec t to various forms of discrimination 

and persecution in th e country.  

 

Two Christian nurses in Pakistan falsely accused of 
blasphemy by Muslim co-worker 

Mo b S huts Do wn Ho spita l Calli ng for  Chris tian s to be Hanged  

 

Int ern ational Christian Concern ( 09.04.2021 ) -  https://bit.ly/3 1YIOBw  -  In ternation al 

Chris tian Co nce rn ( ICC) has le arned that two Ch ristian nur ses i n Pakista n h ave bee n 

for mally  accuse d of c ommitt ing blasphemy agai nst I slam. According to local sources, the 

Christians were accused by a Muslim coworker of desecrating wall hanging s that 

contained Quranic  ve rses. 

 

On April  9, Mariyum Lal a nd Newsh Ar ooj, two  Chris tia n nurse s wor king at Civi l Hosp ital 

in Fa isalabad, were  fals ely  accused of committing blasphemy. Loc al sources report that 

Lal was directed to remove old wall  hangings an d sticker s from a  wall by  Rukhs ana, a 

seni or nurse at the h ospital. Fo llowi ng Rukhsanaôs instr uctio ns, L al remo ved th e wall -

han gings and stic kers.  

 

Rukhsana, who reportedly holds a grudg e against Lal, provoked other Muslim staffers at 

Civil Hos pital by cla iming Lal  desecra ted wall hangi ng s that con tained Quranic v erses. In 

respon se,  a Mus lim  staffe r at the h ospital ôs pharmacy,  nam ed Waqas, atta cked Lal  with a 

knife as she was attending a patient in the hospitalôs medical ward. Lal received several 

injuries to her ar m but su rvived th e att ack. 

 

The fal se blasphemy al legation ag ainst  Lal soon  spread to  the broad er comm unity and a 

mob of  enraged Mus lims sta ged a protest outside of Civil Hospit al. Members of the mob 

demanded Lal be arrested and hanged  for committ ing blasp hemy.  

 

ñThis is an  ala rm ing situatio n for the weak er segments  of s ociety, ò Asif Munaw ar, a  

memb er of t he Min istry of H um an Rights an d Min ori ty Affairs Punjab, told ICC. ñThis is  

the second case within three months where a nurse is bein g accused of  committi ng 

blasp hemy. ò 

 

ñThe aut horities must  take notice of these pr actic es,ò Munawar  contin ued. ñMari yum Lal  

must be pro tect ed in police c ustod y f or a fair investigation to take place .ò 

 

Police registered a First Information Report (FIR # 34 7/21) in con nection w ith the 

blasphemy allegat ion. Accordin g to the FIR , Mariyum L al  and N ewsh A roo j are b oth 

accuse d of vi olatin g Paki stanôs blasphemy l aws u nde r Section 295 -B.  

 

In Pakistan, false accus ations of blasphemy are widespread and often motivate d by 

persona l vendett as or re ligious ha t red . Accusations are  highly inf lammatory a nd  have the 

poten tial to  spar k mob  lynchi ngs, v igilan te m ur ders, and ma ss pr ote sts.  

 

https://bitterwinter.org/pakistan-100-year-old-hindu-temple-attacked-in-rawalpindi/
https://bitterwinter.org/pakistan-adventist-sentenced-to-death-for-blasphemy/
https://bit.ly/31YIOBw
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Since Pakistan added Section 29 5-B and 295 -C to the countryôs blasphemy laws in 1987, 

the  number of b lasphemy accusati ons have s kyro cketed. Between 19 87 and 201 7, 1,534 

individ ual s in P aki stan ha ve be en ac cused o f blas phemy.  Out  of that 1,534 , 829  

accusati ons (54%), were made against re ligious minorities. With Christians only making 

up 1.6% of  Pakistanôs total pop ulation,  the 238 a ccusat ions (15.5%) mad e against 

Christians is highl y disp rop ortiona te.  

 

ICCôs Region al Man ager, Will iam Stark, sai d, ñWe h ere at International Christian Concer n 

condemn the false blasphemy accusation that has been lev eled against  Mariyum Lal and 

Newsh Aroo j . I n Pakistan, blasphe my allega tions ruin th e l ive s of t he accused , eve n if 

proved to be false.  We call on Pakist ani a uth orities  to thoroughly and fairly inve stigate 

this false allegation and bring the false accuser to justice. Pakistanôs blasph emy laws 

m ust no  longer be allowe d to sett le personal  scor es or inc ite  religi ous h atred . Too o ften 

these l aws have been a to ol in  th e hands  of extremists seeking to stir  up religiously 

motivated violence against minorities. ò 

 

Khatam-e-Nabuwat demolishes Ahmadi mosque with 
police help 

The journalist who reported on it is now himself at risk of being arrested. 

 
By M assimo  Introv igne  

 

Bit ter Winter (25.03.2021) -  https://bit.ly/31rTRmm  -  Khata m -e-Nabu wat is a ra dical 

Barelvi Muslim  org an izatio n in Pakistan, which  opposes an y cha nge  to bl asphemy la w and  

call s for i ncreas ed rep ress ion of  the Ahm adis,  a religious movement that offers its ow n 

interpretation of Islam and is regarded as non - Islamic b y Pakist ani law.  

 

Not  content with the hars h existi ng anti -Ahmadi legis lation, Kha ta m -e-Nabuwat act ivists 

often  take  the la w in t heir o wn h ands. Last wee k, jo urn alist Bilal Farooqi  tweete d that 

Khatam -e-Nab uwat  m embers  had demolished the dome and mi naret  of  an Ah mad i 

mosqu e in Garmo la Virk an vil lage, Gujr anwala  distric t, Pu nja b, and also desecrated 

the  kalima  (a text on the fundamentals of Islam) inscribed on it. The jo ur nalist accused 

th e local police of ha ving  activel y cooperated with th e extremist s.  

 

Bila l Faro oqi  is a w ell - known journal ist in  Pakis tan.  He wa s alread y arrested last  year  for 

his reporting and  posts, and  is n ow under inv estigat ion a gain for hav ing po sted o n 

Twit ter about th e Ahm adi  mosque destroyed in Punjab.  

 

But in fact, Khatam -e- Nabuwat had advertised the event itself. On e of its members 

tw eeted that ñMujahideen K hatam -e-Nabuwat have saved I slam after demol ish ing th e 

m inarets  of A hmadi yya mos que in  Garmu la V ir kan and eras ing t he Kalima from the 

mosque,ò and posted a video with militants celebrating after the attack.  

 

Leadi ng  international hu ma n rights organizat ion have pro tested the long - last ing 

persecu ti on of the 2, 5 m illion Ahmad is li ving in  Pakis tan, w here  they are trea ted a s 

second -class citizens and often attack ed by extremist mobs. S o far, the Pakistani 

government has  failed to protect th em against serious  vio lence an d frequent killings.  

 

The case of  Garmu la Vir kan  is jus t the  late st one in a l ong se ries  of in cidents where  local 

police have sided with mobs attac king the Ahmadis rather than protecting the religious 

mino ri ty. Journalists w ho  report on the att acks  are als o at risk.  

 

https://bit.ly/31rTRmm
https://twitter.com/bilalfqi/status/1372228398517473284?s=20
https://www.dw.com/en/pakistan-journalist-bilal-farooqi-arrested-over-posts-criticizing-army/a-54902421


Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | Pakistan    

 

Petition filed to make the death penalty the only 
punishment for blasphemy in the Pakistan Penal Code 

CLAAS-UK (25.03.2021) -  Pakistanôs attorney general and provincial advocate general 

have be en issued notices b y the Peshawar High Cour t regard ing a petition calli ng for the 

remov al of all  pu nishmen ts ex cept the dea th pen alty f or b lasphe my from the c ountryôs 

penal code.   

  

The notices were  issued because the bench said the  matters raised in the p et ition needed 

seri ous consideration.  

  

The petitio ner claimed the issu e of an alt ernat ive  punis hme nt of l ife i mpris onment had 

already been  decid ed by th e Fed era l Shariat Court, but it had not been implemented by 

federal and provinc ial governments.   

  

Accord ing to him, the F ederal Shariat Court  said an alt erna tive punishment of life 

imp ri son men t went  against t he in junct ions of  Islam . 

  

The he ar ing will be fixed  later.  

 

The respondents in the petition  are the federation of Pakistan th rough law secretary, 

fed eral law minister, KP governor and its chie f m inist er, KP Assembly thro ugh its 

secre tar y, provin cia l law m inist er, p rovinci al chi ef sec reta ry  and  law sec retar y, and KP 

Assemblyôs speaker. 

  

Accordin g to the petitioner it is the responsibility of the respon dents to bring all ex isting 

laws in con form it y with  the  injunctions of Islam as la id  down in the  Holy Qura n and  

Sunn ah, und er Art icle 2 27 o f the Constitu tion.  

  

Nasir Saeed, director of  CLAAS said: ñThis is not the time to relive the issue of whether 

the o nl y punishment for th ose who commit bla sphe my  shoul d be the ñdeath sentenceò 

for, bu t t his  is th e t ime to think  abou t how t o stop  the m isus e of t he blasp hemy law , as 

we see everyday how this  law is being misused.   

  

Since the blasphemy law was amended in 1 98 6, we have seen t he  unimpeded misuse of 

thi s law by i ndividuals and r eligious gr oups to achiev e t heir go als a nd se ttle th eir 

personal  gru dges, especial ly ag ain st religious minorities.    

  

A few ye ars after this law was passed, we started seeing the negat iv e impact of this 

am endment on society .  

  

I n 1992  the  first 'blasphem y murder' t ook p lace of t he Christi an Pu njabi  poet a nd tea cher 

Naima t Ahma r. Then after  a few years, thousands of Musli ms attac ked the Christian 

village, Shanti Nagar, calling them blas ph emers.   

  

During th e attack 785 house s and 4 chur ches  were destroyed,  while 2,50 0 Chr ist ians 

were  also f orced  to f lee the ir vil lage. And th e in cidents conti nue d after that with the 

attacks  on Gojr a and Korian, Sangla hill and Joseph colony,  Lahore.   

  

Dozens of   people hav e been extra judicia lly ki lled i nclu ding the Governo r of Punjab ,  

Salma n Tase er,  the on ly Ch risti an mini ster S hahbaz  Bha tt i an d  Shama  and Sha hzad who 

were burnt alive in the bric k kiln factory. The killings also continue.   

  

Several doz en innocent people ar e languishing in t he countryôs pri sons and it take s them 

year s and  years to  get justi ce an d pro ve them selves  innoc ent.   
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Im ran Ghaf ur, A sia  Bibi and Wajih -ul -Hassan are  just a few examples, and nobody has 

any remorse, neither the lawm akers nor the court s.   

  

The need to am end to  the l aw w as recognised ev en after a few y ear s. Sev era l 

gover nment s hav e pledg ed to stop i ts m isuse,  and eve n rec omm ended 10 years 

imprisonment f or a fal se accusation, but until today nothing has changed. Instea d voices 

against th e misuse of the blas phem y law ha ve b een forced into silence.   

  

And now  the i ssue has b een r eigni ted wit h call s for the remova l of the  word  ñorò and to 

make the death pena lty the only punishment for blasphemy, while the majority know 

tha t this law is being  m isused.  

  

Mr Saeed  fur th er sai d th at the governmen t must take  this  ma tter s eri ously a nd ta ke 

appropria te ste ps to stop  the o ngoing m isuse  of  this law.   

 

 

 

Pakistani convert seeks protections at Europe’s top court 

 
ADF International  (22 .0 3.2021) -  ht tps ://bit.ly/3vXdUa e -  A Paki st ani  na tional  is fighti ng 

fo r his  life a t the Europe an C ourt o f Human Right s. Swiss authorities had rejected his 

request for religious asylum. The man, known by the initials  ñM.A.Mò, appealed against 

his deportat ion based on  his  conversion from  Islam to C hr ist ian ity ï a r eligion  know n to 

face se vere p ersecu tion  in pa rts of S outh Asia. Human rights group ADF Internation al has 

intervened at Europeôs top court, providing up- to -dat e information on th e situation for 

conver ts  in th e region and highlig hting the r obust  legal pr ote ctions for n ot ju st beli eving 

someth ing,  but b eing abl e to liv e in accordance with those beliefs. T he courtôs rulings 

impact more than 800 million Europeans in  47 countries.  

ñNobody should be pers ecut ed for t heir  faith. Pakistan  is one of th e m ost  dange rou s 

count ries for C hristia ns wit h its drac on ian blasphem y law s a nd increasing violence 

towards Christ ian groups. Converts face not only socio -political margina lization and 

instit ut ionalized discrimi nati on , but also  blasphemy charg es, arrest,  long  pr ison 

sent ences, and v igila nte mob  viole nce. T he d et enti on of Ch risti ans  systematically 

involves mistreatment  and abuse, both physical and psychological. Even when rel eased, 

Christian co nv erts must go into hidi ng  or fl ee f or their safety as friends and n eig hbours  

of ten tur n aga inst them. S uch fa ctors must  form part of any r isk  assessment for those, 

such as M.A.M,  who are claiming asylum based on religious grounds,ò said Jennifer Lea, 

lega l counsel for ADF In tern at ional at t he European Cour t of Human Right s i n Stra sbourg.  

Call for international action amidst alarming threats to Christian converts 

While the Federal Administrative Court of Switzerland affirmed that M.A.Môs conversion 

was inde ed credible and occu rred  prior t o hi s asylum rejecti on, they ne ve rth eless fou nd 

that hi s rig hts t o life,  to pr otecti on f ro m in humane t reatm ent  and to freedom of thought, 

conscienc e or religion would not be in jeopardy were he to be retur ned to Pakistan.  

Paki stan is currently placed  at nu m ber  5 on the World Watch List,  whic h r anks c oun tries 

based on th eir lev el of Christ ian persec ution. T he pe rse cution level is classed as 

ñextremeò due in part to its blasphemy laws which carry the death pe na lty. Converts 

fro m Islam are consider ed a postates  and  face particular  risk.  

https://bit.ly/3vXdUae
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The case of Asia B ibi , a wom an ac cused  of bla sphemy  and h eld on  dea th row f or ei ght  

years until she was acquitted, serve s as a well - known example of the current threat. 

After her  acquittal, there w er e violent demonstr atio ns acros s Pakistan threateni ng her 

life . Follow ing in ten se inte rnati onal pressur e, she  was f inal ly  all owed to leave  and 

thereafter sought asylum in Canada.  

Forced marriages of minors 

ADF International allied lawye rs  are currently su pporting the case of  Mai ra  withi n th e 

Pakistani cour ts. The 14 -year -old  girl was  abduct ed, r aped and mar ried a s part  of a 

ñforced conv ersionò which she faced because she is a Chri stian. Maira waits in hiding 

while her pro bono legal team  works to annul thi s marriage certifica te. Her stor y is just 

one exampl e of a viol en t p hen omenon  wh ich aff ects an es timated  1,000  girls  fro m 

reli gious mi norit ies  in Pakistan every year.  

ñInternational law protects the right to express oneôs faith in public and in private. Bu t,  in 

Pakistan, simp le a tt empts by C hristians to tal k about the  fait h w ith Mu slim neigh bours  

can be pros ecuted  under  bla sphemy  laws, w hich can  result in the death penalty. The 

cases of Asia Bibi and Maira, which gained international medi a attention, provid e very 

real examples  of th e pers ecut ion that many Ch ristians fa ce. W e h ope th e European  Cour t 

of Human R ights will r ecog nize t he dange rs fa ced  by in particular by Christian conver ts in 

Pakistan, and afford protection to M.A.M and others like him,ò said Tehmi na Arora, 

Director  of Advocacy , Asia for ADF Inter national.  

Pho to:  ADF Inte rna tional  

 

Adventist sentenced to death for blasphemy 

Saj jad M asi h Gill was serving a life sentence fr om 2013 for allegedly offensive 

SMS. On appeal, judges sai d this was not enou gh . 

 

By Massimo  Intr ovig ne  

 

Bitt er W int er (22.03.21)  -  http s://bit .ly/3r 9b4LF  -  I s life  impriso nment  an  adequate 

punishment in Pakistan for sending an SMS critical of Prophet Muhammad? No, said last  

week the  Lahore  High Co urt :  on ly the death sentence would do.  

Sajja d Masih Gill is a 35 -year Seventh -day Adventist from the d istrict of Pakpatan , in the 

provin ce of  Punja b. In 2011 , h e was accused  of having sent bla sphemo us SMS def aming  

Prop het Muh ammad and ar res ted. Th e police  did not  find any evidence in his cell phone 

that the SMS had in fact been sent, but said it had been a ble to trace the me ssages back 

to his p hone  number thro ugh  a cellphone tower. He a nd  hi s l awyers  ma intaine d he had 

simply b een fr amed a s p art  of a crackd own o n t he Adventist community.  

On July 13, 2 013, the court of Gojra, Punjab, sentenced him to life imp ri sonment. His 

appe al got interna tional  sup port, in clud ing by th e Ame ric an Jewish Committee , but 

was  repeatedly delay ed  and mov ed from  one court  to ano ther.  

The ca se went on  in a cl imate  of  violence. On October 22, 2015, Sajja dôs brother, Sarfraz 

Masih Gill, and nephew, Ramiz Gill,  were a ttack ed whe n they  were re tu rn ing home aft er 

vi sit ing Sajjad in jail. They had to live in hiding ever since.  On Ja nuary  29, 2016 , two 

https://bit.ly/3r9b4LF
https://www.ucanews.com/news/pakistani-christian-serving-life-for-blasphemy-gets-death-sentence/91732
https://www.irla.org/in-pakistan,-no-justice-for-sajjad-masih
https://www.claas.org.uk/2016/12/13/lahore-high-court-judge-denies-hearing-blasphemy-case-against-christian/
http://leadfamily.blogspot.com/2015/11/sajjad-masih-gills-family-has-been.html
https://adventist.news/en/news/appeal-hearing-delayed-for-jailed-pakistani-adventist-after-lawyers-threatened
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lawyers fr om  Sajja dôs defense t eam  were stop ped by armed me n and threa te ned  on  the 

road  from K asur to La hore.   

Last w eek, t he appeal (or, rat her, rev ision) verdict was finally pronounced , with the 

judges accepting the prosecutorsô argument that the only possible penalty for bl asphem y 

is death. The lawyer who led t he final ar gu men t f or the  pr osecuti on, Z eesha n Ahmed  

Awan,  celeb ra te d the success by  posting on Facebook  that ñHonorable Lah ore High Cou rt 

accepts our prose cution argu me nt that óCapita l Sente nce i s the  only p ossibl e Sent ence in 

Blasphemy and I mpr isonment for Life though provided in 295 C PPC, awarded by Trial 

Court is illegal being repugna nt  to injunctions o f Islamô!ò 

Sajjadôs lega l team a nnou nced its intenti on to conti nu e t he legal fig ht, in what is an other 

sad cha pter i n th e enfo rcement of Pa kis tani law on blasphemy . 

 

Photo: Sajjad  Masih Gill (from Twitter)  

 

Two Christians charged under blasphemy law for 
distributing Christian literature 

 
CLAAS (14.02.2021)  -  On 13 Ja nu ary  Model To wn police stati on, L ahore r egister ed a 

blas ph emy case unde r se cti on 295 -A, B and C, Pakistan Penal Co de (PPC), which has a 

mandatory death penalty, against two  young Christians, Haroon Ayub Ma sih an d Salam at 

Mansha  Masih.  

  

The co mplainant H aroon  Ahmad sa id in his state ment that wh ile he was i n th e Mode l 

Town Pa rk w ith  his friends Harris Khalid, Zakir Ali  and Zulqarnain, two Christian boys 

approached them and in tr oduced themselves  as Haroon Ayu b and Sala ma t  Mans ha  and  

handed over a  copy of a Chris tia n book let  ñWater of Lifeò and sta rted pr eachi ng a bout 

Christiani ty.  

  

They further said that the prophet Muh ammad (PBUH) had strayed on the path of religion 

while Chr ist had never marri ed and continu ed His  pre aching w hile  their prophet h ad got 

marr ied t o e xtend his  line.      

  

Ahma d furth er told  the poli ce tha t the men  fur the r said the Bible is the true book whi le 

the Holy Quran is not a true book. He claimed Mansha Ma sih repeated this s en tence, 

hurti ng the ir r el igious  fee lings. Ahmad sai d such word s aga ins t Isla m a nd thei r dis respe ct 

of t he Prop het M uham ma d (P BUH) is a n ac t o f terrorism and intentionally committ ing a 

blasphemy against Islam and the prophet (PBUH), ther efore a case should  not just be 

registe red against Haro on  and Mansha bu t the whole  grou p i nvolve d i n distr ibuti ng th is 

lite rature shoul d be  arres ted and a lso thi s whole blasphemous literature should  be 

confiscated.    

  

The police arrested Salamat Mansha wh ile Haroon Ayub esc aped, and the whole fami ly  

has g one in to hiding.  

  

Nasir Saeed Direc tor  of CL AAS-UK said: ñThis i s the 2 nd  case of t his year. Last mont h a 

Chr istian staff nurse and gospel singer was charged under the blasphemy law, while 

according to he r she has not commi tt ed blasphemy , but she wa s fals ely im plicated in th e 

case by h er  Muslim coll eag ues bec ause she u sed to tell th em to  do th eir duty hone stly  

and not bother patients for money.   She  used to offer prayers and respects all religions, 

includi ng  Islam.ò 

http://www.fides.org/en/news/59277-ASIA_PAKISTAN_Lawyers_threatened_they_defend_a_Christian_accused_of_blasphemy
https://web.facebook.com/ZeeshanAwanLawAssociates/posts/850567218857824
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Mr Sae ed further sai d that  the  constit utio n of Pakistan or  any Pakist an i l aw impose s n o 

restr ictio n on anyone preachi ng or  pro pagati ng their reli gio n.  

  

He added: ñAlthough endeavours are continuing to convert Pakistan into a theocratic 

state and impose shariah law in the cou ntry, so f ar  Pakis tan is a democratic state and 

everyo ne has th e r ight to  prea ch an d propa gate th eir r elig ion.   

 

ñThis is not a r ight that only the majority religion has. Pakistan has signed international 

conventions on reli gi ous freedom and f reedom of spee ch, th eref or e Paki stan  m ust 

respect th em.   

  

ñUnfor tun ate ly, Pa kis tani so ciety  has been to rn apa rt by into leranc e and vi olenc e, a far 

cry from the original ideal of a tolerant country.  

  

ñReligious minorities are increasingly  the targets of b igotry, which is oft en i nst igate d by  

extremist force s, Islamic po lit ica l part ies and th eir l eadership.ò 

 

 

Protestants in prison 

HRWF ( 03.02 .20 21) -  As of 1 February  2021 , HRW F had  registered and doc umented 53 

cases of believers of all fa it hs who were in pr ison in Pakist an: 28  Prote stants , 15  Sunni 

Muslims, 5 Ahmadis, 2 Ang licans, 1  Cathol ic,  1 Hi ndu a nd 1 Sh ia (Se e 

https://hrw f.eu/ prisoners -database/ ) . All Christians behind bars were pro secuted on 

blasphem y charges. See  here afte r what w e pu bl ished in our g lobal repor t ñIn Prison F or 

Thei r Faith 2020ò. See f ull re port a t ( https://hrwf.eu )  

 

Reason s f or the Persecution of Protestants in Pakistan  

 

In July 201 8,  the US governmen t estimated th e tota l popu lation  of Pakistan to be 2 07.9 

millio n.  According t o t he p rov ision al re sults o f a na tional  census co nducted in 20 17,  96% of 

the population is Muslim.  According to the 2014 government registration documents cited  by 

the press, ther e are approxim ately 1.4 mi llion Hind us and 1.3 milli on Christia ns.2 

 

In  1956,  Pakist an was e stabl ished a s an I slamic  Repub lic.  Islam i s sti ll the official state 

religi on, but the Constitution protec ts religious freedom by banning faith -based 

discrimination  and upholding  the r ight  to reli giou s practice and e ducation. H ow eve r, in 

pra cti ce, the  stat eôs blasphem y laws  have crea te d a hostile envir onm ent and incited mob 

viole nce that tar gets members of min ority religious groups such as Protesta nt s. 3  

 

Blasphemy l aw s have creat ed óa cult ur e of i mpun it y for violent attacks fol lowin g 

accusat ionsô,4 as some  reli gious f anatic s beli eve th at t hey are entit led  to take the law into 

their own hands . There have been m any instances where the local administr at ion and 

 
2 For more reli gious statistics, see  U.S. Department o f St at e, Office of Inter national  Religiou s 
Freed om,  Bur eau o f Democ racy,  Huma n Right s, and Labor , Report on interna tion al Religious 

Freedom: Pakistan 2018, 201 8.  https://www .stat e.gov/re ports/201 8- repor t -on- in te rna t ional -
relig ious - fr eedom /pakist an/ . 

3 Uni ted States Co mmis sion on International Religious Freedom,  Annual Report,  
USCI RF Recommended for countries of parti cular concern: Pakist an 2020, 2020.  
http s://w ww .usci rf.gov/ sites /def au lt/files/Paki stan .pd f. 
4 Ibid.  

https://hrwf.eu/prisoners-database/
https://hrwf.eu/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2018-report-on-international-religious-freedom/pakistan/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2018-report-on-international-religious-freedom/pakistan/
https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/Pakistan.pdf
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police ha ve  either coll uded w ith perpetra tors  or have stood b y and done no thi ng to ass ist  

the  accused  out of fear  of th e crow d.  

 

Addit ionally,  the use  of blasphemy laws has become a quick  way of resolving c onflicts 

arising from business rivalry,  honour disputes, a nd  disagreemen ts ove r mo ney and 

prop er ty. These laws  have been instr ume ntalis ed for pri vate settl ement o f scor es in 

many  cases . The ac cused  ar e often lynched or kill ed by mobs bef ore authorities can  place 

them under arrest.  

 

Pakistan is second only to Iran  in its deviat ion fr om i nt ernati onal  law principles with its 

blasphe my laws, as well  as in t he se verity of pen alties  for  those  convict ed un der  them. 5  

 

 

Protestants in Prison in P akistan  

 

All Protes tants in prison have been victims of Pa kistanôs blasphemy laws which are  used 

and abused t o pe rsecute non -Musl im minoriti es and t o sett le priv ate  disp utes.  

 

Prote stants  behin d ba rs : so me stati stics  

 

As of 1 June 2020, HRWF documented 31 cases of Protestant s in its Prisonersô 

Database. 6 All of t hese individuals we re  either conv icted of o r charge d wi th  blasphemy. 

Ten of them w ere sent enced to deat h, seven  rece ived a life s entenc e, t wo  wer e given six 

years in prison and in 12 cases the sente nces are unknown or  they are awaiting trial.  

 

It is commo n for there to be a  lengthy delay  with t ria ls relat ed t o blasphemy as t hese 

cases ar e o fte n move d b etwe en judge s and  lawyer s are too af raid  to de fend the  accu sed. 

This is unsurprising considering th e pressure placed b y radical and violent religious 

groups on  judges to convic t,  and the hos tile t arge ti ng of lawy ers and politici ans alike. 7 I n 

the past, jud ges hav e bee n att acked f or acq uittin g bl asphem y defend ants and  two 

politicians who discussed reform ing the legislation  have been shot dead.  

 

Articles of the  Penal Code  

 

Prison ers are typica lly ch arge d under the blasphemy laws i n the Pakis ta ni Penal Cod e:  

 

Section 295-A: óDeliber ate an d mali ciou s acts  intende d to out rage religious   feelings of 

any clas s by insulting its religion or religious beliefs. Whoever,  with malicious and  

deliberate in tentio n of  outragi ng t he religious fee lings of an y class of the  citize ns of 

Pakista n, by w ords, either  spo ken or  written  or b y v isible representations, insults or 

at tempts to insult th e religion or religious beliefs of that  class, shall be pu ni shed with 

im prison m ent  of eith er d escription for a  term which  m ay ext end to  te n ye ars , or with 

fine, o r with  bothô.  

 

Section 295-B: óDefiling the Holy Qurôan. Whoever wilfully defiles, damages or 

desecrates a copy of the Holy Qurôan or of an extract ther e from or used  it in  any  

derogat ory ma nner or for an y unlawful pu rpo se shall be puni sha ble w ith i mprison ment 

for lif eô.  

 
5 U.S. Commission on Inte rnationa l Religious F reedom, Respecting rights? Measuring the Worldôs 
blasphemy  Laws,  April 7, 20 16. 
http s:// ww w.uscirf.gov/ site s/d efault/files/Blasphemy%20Laws%20Repor t.pdf . 
6 Our Database is updated on a regular basis. For more details about imprisoned Protestants, see  

ht tps:// hrwf. eu/pr isoners databas e/ . 
7 United States Commission on International Religious Freedom, Annual Report, USCIRF  

Recommended for countries of particular concern: Pakistan 2020, 2020. 

https : //ww w. uscir f.gov/s ites/ defa ul t/files/Pakis tan. pdf . 

https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/Blasphemy%20Laws%20Report.pdf
https://hrwf.eu/prisonersdatabase/
https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/Pakistan.pdf
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Section 295-C: óUse of derogatory remarks in respect of t he Holy Prophet.      Whoever, 

by words either spoken or w ri tten, or by visib le representat ion, o r by  im putat ion,  

innuendo or ins inuation, d ir ect ly or ind ire ctly , d efile s the  sacred  name of the  Hol y 

Prop het Moh ammad (pe ace upon him) shall be punished by de ath and shall also be liable 

to fineô. 8 

 

In the last 20 y ears, Pakistani aut horities have not ex ecut ed indiv idua ls sentenced to 

death on bl asphe my charge s; 9 ins tea d the y are  incarc erated  indef init ely.  

 

Internat ional  ad vocacy  

 

In a resolution dated 15 June  2017 concerning hu man rights defenders and the death 

pena lt y in Pakistan, th e European Parliament st at ed tha t it :  

 

Is deeply con cerned at t he conti nued u se of t he óblasphemy  lawô, and be lieves  thi s 

is h eighteni ng th e c limate o f religious intolerance; note s the findings of t he 

Supreme Court of Pakistan that indiv iduals accused of óblasphemyô ósuffer b eyon d 

propor tion  or repairô in the absence of  adequ ate sa feg uard s a gains t mis applica tion 

or misu se o f such  laws; c alls,  th erefore,  on the Pakistani Government to repeal 

Sections 295 -A, 295 -B and 295 -C of the Penal Cod e,  and to put in pl ace effective 

proced ural  and ins titu ti onal safeguard s to preven t the  mi suse of óblas phemyô 

charge s; call s also  on th e go vernme nt to ta ke a str onger po sition in condemning 

vigilant ism towards alleged  óblasphemersô.10  

 

On 19 January 2018, t he European Commission released a  repor t  fo r the Eu rope an  

Parliament an d Council r egard ing  The E U Speci al Incen tive Arrange ment f or Sus tain ab le 

Developme nt an d Good Gov ernance ('GSP+') assessment of  Pakistan covering  the period 

2016 ï 2017 . In this report,  the European Commi ssion raised c oncern s abou t  Paki stanôs 

blasphemy law s being use d to per secute  indivi dua ls on  reli gious g rounds  sever al t im es, 

and the state  of  religi ous freedom in Pakistan more b roadly. The Europea n Commission 

stated that :  

 

Pakistan is requested to follow  up on the rec ommend atio n to rep eal al l blasphemy 

laws or to am end t hem  in co mpl ianc e w ith t he st rict re quirem ents o f th e 

Cove nant; an d to ensure the  investigation and prosecution  of those involved in 

incitement of or engagement in viole nt  acts against oth ers based on a llegat ions  of 

blas phem y. 11    

 

In its 20 20 Annual R eport , t he United States Commission on International 

Religious Freedom (USCI RF) recom mended that the US State Depart ment designate 

Pakistan as a Country of Particular Concern  (CPC) for óengaging in systemati c, ong oing , 

and eg regi ou s violations o f religious  free domô. Despit e be ing  list ed as  a CPC in 201 9, the  

US State Departme nt wa ive d Paki stan from any sanctions due to óñimportant national 

 
8 Pakistan i Penal Code  http:/ /www.pakistani.org / pak istan/legislat ion/18 60/actXL Vof1860.h tm l, 

and,  htt ps:/ /ww w.refworld.org/pdfid/49b92 0582.pdf . 
9 United  States Commi ssion on International Religious Free dom, Annual Report, U SCIRF 
Recommended for countries of p articu lar conc ern: Paki st an  20 20,  202 0.  
https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/d efault/f iles/Pakistan .pdf .  
10  European Parliament, Resolu tion on Pakistan, not ably the situation  of hu m an rights d efende rs 
and t he death pena lty  (2 017/ 27 23( RSP)) J une 1 5, 20 17 . 
ht tps://www.eur oparl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA -8-2017 -0268_EN.html .  
11  European Commissi on, The EU Special  Incen tive Arr angement fo r Sustai nabl e Dev elopmen t and  
Good  Govern ance (' GSP+' ) as sessment of Pak ista n c overing the period 2016 -2017, High 
Represent ative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Securit y Policy (SWD (2018, 29 final), January  
1, 20 18. https :/ /trade.ec.eur opa. eu/ doclib/docs/2018/january/tradoc_15654 4.pdf . 

http://www.pakistani.org/pakistan/legislation/1860/actXLVof1860.html
https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/49b920582.pdf
https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/Pakistan.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2017-0268_EN.html
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2018/january/tradoc_156544.pdf
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interest of the United Statesòô. USCIRF recommended that  this waiver i s resc inde d in 

202 0 in  light of the ex treme abuse s of rel igious  fr eedo m i n Pak istan .12  

 

USCIRF al so rec omme nd ed t hat the Pakis tan i gov ernment :  

 

• release blasphemy pris oners and other ind ividuals imprisoned for their religion or  

beliefs;  

• repeal th e blasphemy and an t i-Ahm adiyya  law s;  until repeal is accompli shed,  

enact re for ms t o m ake b lasph emy a b ailabl e offe nse,  requi re evide nce b y 

accusers, ensure proper investigation by senior police of ficials, allow authorities to 

dismiss u nf ounded accusation s,  and enforce  exist ing Penal Co de a rt icles 

criminal izing perju ry  and f alse a ccusati ons . 

 

 

Christian staff nurse and gospel singer accused of 
committing blasphemy  

By Nasir Saeed  

 

CLAAS (28.01.2021) -  https://bit.ly/2 YDx2uL  -  A Christia n st af f nurs e an d gospel singer 

Tabita, 30,  from  Karachi has  been a ccuse d of committ ing bla sphem y.   

 

On Ja nuary 28,  Tab itaôs colleagues at Sobhraj Maternity Hospital, Karachi, where she has 

been working for the  last n ine years, accused her of comm itt ing bl asph em y.  

 

Befor e then there had  been no su ch compl aints aga inst he r.   

 

Accor ding to  report s Tab ita had no t said an ythi ng against the Islam or in the respect o f 

the Prophet (Peace be upon him), but the whole is sue was  prompted up becaus e of a 

misu nde rstand ing between coll eagues.  

  

Accord ing to repo rt s she was ti ed up with  rope s and  locked  in a r oom b efor e the police 

were c all ed.  

 

The police arrived and took Tabi ta with them to the police officers of Aram Bagh, p olice 

sta tion, Karachi.  

  

According to our co llea gu es the  pol ice of Aram Bagh  handled th e case w isely and  during  

thei r car eful an d impar tial inve st igat ion polic e fo und  all charges against Tabita baseless.   

 

The police found that Tabita had committed no bl asphemy , but it was just 

m isunderstan din g betw een th e coll eagu es.  

  

The inves tigating of fi cer  cleared Tab ita of blasp hemy charges  and al lowed  her  to le ave 

the p olic e s tation safely without any further res triction.  

 

We tried to speak to speak to Tabita, b ut she wa s so fearful, and  she said s he was no t  in  

the rig ht s ta te of mind to have a conv ersat ion .  

 

 
12 United States Commission on International Religious Freedom, Annual Report, USCIRF  

Recommended for countries of particular concern: Pakistan 2020, 2020. 

https://www.uscirf.go v/sites/ default/files /Pakistan.pdf .   

https://bit.ly/2YDx2uL
https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/Pakistan.pdf
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She p romised  to e xplai n the s ituatio n lat er o n and has left her hom e and gone into hiding 

at an unknown place.  

  

Nasir Saeed, Director CLAAS -UK has condem ned the  incidents and said  it is a re lie f that  

the  accusat ion against Tabita r aised by he r col lea gues h ave  been f ound to be  basele ss.   

 

He add ed: ñUnfor tunately her lif e will never be the same again, as sh e has already 

left  her home and gone into hiding. B ut the mo st important thin g is that she is not  

cha rg ed und er t he blasphemy law , otherwise  she wou ld hav e h ad to s pend the r est of her 

lif e in jail.ò 

  

Mr Saeed a lso pra ised the role of the police for their  quick, fair and impartial 

investigation. He said t he poli ce have a basic and  important rol e to d eter mi ne whe ther  

blasphemy has b een committ ed or  if  the a ccusations  are fabri cated j ust to settl e pe rsonal  

scores.  

  

Mr Saeed said: ñUnfortunately, according to our own study, blasphemy laws continue to 

be mis used by  individuals to set tl e their pers onal s core s.  Last year  alone nearly 60  

people inc ludin g n ine Ch ris tians a nd fo rty -seven Mu slims ( 40  fr om S hi a co mmunity) were  

been charged with blasphemy, while at l east three innocent people -  one Christian, one 

fro m Ahmad iy ya community, and  one Muslim -  have b een ki lled b y in dividuals.ò  

  

Criticising th e g ove rnment , h e added  that  it i s a nee d of th e tim es t o look  into thi s ma tte r 

to see how to stop the growing misu se of the blasphemy law against innocent people and  

bring changes where neces sary.   

 

Mr Sae ed sai d th e wordin g of  the blasphemy l aw is so br oad a nd vague tha t it ha s 

all owed a wide range o f act s an d its continuou s mi suse.   

 

ñAs we saw last year senior politician and ex foreign minister Khawaja Asif was acc used 

of  committing blasphe my  when he sai d all reli gions ar e eq ua l.  

 

ñIn another instance,  a Pakis tani a cad emic, A rfana  Mall ah, had  to ten der a n ap ology for 

hurti ng t he sentiments of fellow Muslims and reli gious leaders for calling the blasphemy 

law a ñblack lawò,ò Mr Saeed said.   

 

For more information contact Nasir Saeed: info@ claas .org. uk  -  Website :  

www.claas.org.uk    

 

About C LAAS:  

Centre for Legal Aid, Assistance and Settlemen t (CLA AS) is an interdeno mi national 

org anisat ion wo rking for Christi ans who a re being pe rsecu ted  becau se of thei r fai th in  

Pakist an. CLA AS wo rks fo r re ligious f reed om,  to stop persecution of Christians in  Pakistan 

because of blasphemy and other discriminat ory la ws, raise awareness , disseminate 

inform atio n and hi ghli gh t the  plight o f Christian s on an intern ati onal le ve l. CLAAS 

provid es free  lega l ai d to v ictims of  rel igi ous intolerance in Pakistan, as well as shelter 

and financial support for the victims and  their  families.  

 

 

 

mailto:info@claas.org.uk
http://www.claas.org.uk/
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Pakistan seeks to block US-based website of minority 
Ahmadis 

By KATHY GANNON 

AP (2 1.0 1.2021)  ð https:/ /bit .ly /3iHDN7V  -  Pakistan has ordered a U. S.-based website 

propagating the faith of Pakistanôs minorit y Ahmadis shut do wn  over allege dly 

blasph em ous co nten t,  one  of the si teôs managers  said Thursd ay.   

Harri s Zaf ar sa id Paki stanôs Telec ommu nicati on Author it y ear lier this mo nt h issued a legal 

notice  for him and fellow American Amjad Mahmood Khan, who also ma nages 

Trueislam.c om , demanding that t he s it e be s hut down.   

Zafar sai d the websi te  is based in  th e U.S.,  wher e bot h he an d Khan live and wo rk, and 

calle d Pakistanôs action ña brazen act of suppres sion of freedom of expression and 

freedom of religion.ò  

ñAll content is U.S.  based and all  activ itie s are in  the  U.S. as well,ò said Zafar.  ñThere is 

not hin g about  Pakistan on the site. ò 

The Pakist an T elecommun icat ion  Authority d id  not immediately respon d to an AP request 

for comment and Zafar and Khanôs website is not available in  Pakistan.   

Zafar,  who  lives i n Po rt land , Oregon b ut has rela ti ves  in  Pakis tan , said in an  emai l to Th e 

Assoc iated  Press tha t he and Khan  were also thre at ened with a $3.1 millio n fine and 

warned of charges under Pakistanôs controversial blasphemy law, wh ich can carry the 

death penalty for insult ing Islam.  

Blasphemy has b een  a con ten tious i ssue in Pa kistan where d omest ic a nd  int ernationa l 

hu man  rights grou ps say blasphemy allegati ons have often been used to intimidate 

religious minoritie s and to settle per sonal scores.   

Pakis tanôs parlia ment  decla red Ahmadi s non -Musli ms  in  19 74. Si nce  then, they have 

repeate dly bee n tar gete d by I slamic ex trem ist s in the Mus lim -majority nation. An A hmadi 

can get 10 years in prison for claiming to be a Musl im . 

The legal notic e accuses Zafa r and Khan , a lawy er, of  vio lating Pak istani laws  for hos ting 

and dissemi natin g con tent on  their websi te r elated  to membe rs t he Ahmadi commu ni ty 

who are ñnot allowed to preach or propagate their faith or invite others to ac cept their 

faith.ò 

Za far said he and Kh an w er e both  bor n in t he U.S. an d did not f lee p ers ecutio n i n 

Pakis tan, thoug h he st ressed they ñdo get in volved in  hel pin g persecuted  Ahmadis in 

Pakistan and other parts of the world.ò 

The Ahmadi faith was establishe d on the Indian sub continent in t he 19t h cent ury by  

Mir za Ghu lam Ahmad,  whose foll ow ers  believe he was the  mess iah t hat was  promis ed by  

the  Proph et Muhamm ad. Pakistanôs parliament declared Ahmadis n on -Muslims in 1974. 

Since then, they have repeatedly been ta rgeted by Islamic  extremists in  the M uslim -

m ajori ty n at ion.  

 

https://bit.ly/3iHDN7V
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Pakistan attempts to prosecute Ahmadi US citizens for 
digital blasphemy 

By A ysha K han  

 

Religion  news (13.01.20 21 ) -  https ://cutt.ly/njUYJTf  -  Pakistani a ut horities have ask ed 

leaders of the Am eric an  Ahmad iyya  Musli m communit y to take d ow n i ts offici al website , 

cla iming  that t he U.S. -base d si te  vio lates Pak istanôs strict blas ph emy laws and new 

cyberc rime regulations.  

 

The Pa kistan Telecommunicatio n Authorit y said in a legal n ot ice issued o n Dec.  24 to  the 

Ahmad iy ya M uslim Comm unity USAôs spok esm en, Am jad  Mahmoo d Kha n and  Harris  

Zafar,  that  fai lu re t o remove the web site TrueIsl am .com would result in fi nes of up to 

$3.14 millio n or criminal sanctions , includin g possible 10 -year -pr ison sentenc es.  

 

ñThis  is a ne w fr on tier  in persec ution of Ah ma di Muslims i n t he digi tal s pace,ò said Khan, 

a lawy er i n Los Angeles w ho h as testified be fo re Congress about blasp hemy and religious 

freedo m. ñPakistan wants to impose its abominable blasphem y laws on the whole worl d 

by tar geti ng  U.S. citizens  and U.S. w ebsit es.ò 

 

Bra d A dams, w ho he ads H uman Ri ghts Wa tchôs Asia Divi sion, sai d ñcensoring Ahmadi s 

and using blasphemy law s to airbrush them from P akistani societyò is part of the 

ñwidespread and ram pant discrimin ation and social e xclu sionò Ahmadis fa ce in Pakis ta n.  

In Pakist an,  home t o abo ut 4 million  Ahmadi s, th e co nstitu tion and pena l c ode declare 

me mbers of the Ahmadiyya sect non -Muslims and impo se harsh penalties ð incl uding 

deat h ð for those who  call themselv es Mus lims  or publ icly  engag e in relig ious activi ti es.  

Ahmadis accepts th e sectôs 19th -cen tury fo under , Mi rza Gh ulam Ahma d, a s t he messiah 

and  as a subordinate proph et to the Prophet Muhamma d, a belief many Muslims consider  

blasphemous.  

 

ñThis is a malicio us att empt  to chil l fr ee speech and ex pression by  a Muslim Amer ican 

website,ò attor ney Bre tt Will iamso n of  OôMelveny & My ers,  wh ich is repre senting 

TrueIslam.com pro  bono, wrote in a letter to PTA on Monday (Jan. 11) . 

He de scribed the takedow n notice as ñlegally  inf irm , but  also pate ntly absur d in its 

reach.ò 

 

The web sit e is re giste red a nd host ed in t he U. S. a nd  is aimed at an A mer ican audienc e.  

Zafar and Khan are bot h U.S. citizens and the t hreat of extradition is vir tually  nil, but 

both have  relatives in Pakist an a nd  say p enal ti es w ould make it impossib le to  tr avel 

ther e.  

 

Law  prof essor  Arturo  Carril lo, w ho d ir ects  George W ashi ngt on Universit y Law Schoolôs 

Global Int ernet Freedom Project, sa id this case shows that the Pakis ta n government is 

now  using its c ontrov ersi al  cyber crim e laws  in an eff ort ñto repre ss onl ine ex pre ssion a nd 

content  emanat ing fro m out side  the countryôs bord ers  because the  government has 

deemed it  to be undesirable and un lawful.ò 

 

PTA officials did not r espond to requests fo r comment.  

 

In 201 6, Pak istan enac te d di gital regu lations tha t all owe d auth ori ties to  bloc k onl ine 

con tent in  the ñinter est of the gl ory of Islam.ò Last year, the government 

passed  blanket  censorship la ws that would allow authorities t o order tech compan ies to 

remove digita l porn ograph y, b lasphe my and ant i- st ate con te nt,  dr awing  ire  from G oogle , 

Facebook, Twitter  and othe r plat forms.  

 

https://cutt.ly/njUYJTf
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But h uma n rights exp er ts say the takedown not ices also come amid incre ased targetin g 

of Ahmadisô online religious expressi on .  

 

One day after issu ing the take down n otice to T rueIslam.co m,  PTA a lso  sent  notices  to 

Google  and Wi kipedia , thr eate ning p enalties and pro secution if th e platforms failed to 

remove ñsacrilegious contentò associated with the Ahmadi sectôs beliefs. 

 

PTA said it was re spondi ng t o compla ints  regarding an ñunauthenticò Ahma di transl ati on 

of t he Qu ran o n the G oogle P lay S tore ; ñmisleadingò sear ch results that  returned 

the  Ahmadi  lead er  Mirza  Masroor  Ahm adôs name when the term ñKhalifa (caliph ) of 

Islamò was searched; and ñdeceit fulò Wikiped ia a rt icle s that sug gested that  the Ahm adi 

calip h is Mu slim.  

 

Off icials also de mande d th at  all  internet  ser vic e providers serving Pakistan block co ntent 

from Ahmadi web site s, including TrueIslam.com, the E ng lish - language mag azine Al 

Hakam  and t he i nt ernati onal  satel lite TV ne twork MTA.   

 

Five o f Paki stanôs top Ahma di le aders h ave als o had  cases fil ed agains t th em in recent 

weeks over religious activi ty on WhatsApp, Khan t old  Religion News Service.  

 

Earlier in  December, Khan t old a  hearing  of the  U.S. Commis sion  on In ternationa l 

Religious  Free dom  that ext remists  in Pakist an were  intent  on u sing  the countryôs cybe r 

crime statute s to initiate blasphemy c ases against Ahmadis.  

 

But this latest action, Khan told R el igion News Servic e,  is ña very slippe ry s lope in term s 

of w hat this c ould mean f or  ot her  minor ities. Weôre th e can aries i n the c oal m ine.  This 

would mea n an y p otential web site or digital content t hat is quote -unquote bl asphemous 

can be the subject of cri minal prosecution.ò 

 

USCIRF Commi ssione r John nie Mo ore descri bed the ta kedown noti ces as ñreckle ssly 

brazenò and sai d he ex pected fierc e bi partis an condem nati on from both th e Trump and 

Biden adminis trations.  

 

ñSurely, the Pakistani government doesnôt intend on threatening Am er ican citizen s with in 

the Unite d St ates?ò Moore ask ed. ñSurely, Prime Minist er Imran K han d oesnôt want this 

controv ersy , now?ò 

 

Three sentenced to death for sharing ‘blasphemous 
material’ online 

Anti - Terr orism Court sentences fourth acc us ed to 10 years im pr isonment and  

Rs. 1 0 0,0 00  fine . 

 

Newsweek (08.01. 20 21 ) -  https:// bit.ly/ 2LAGyLS -  An A nti -Terro ris m  Court in Islama bad 

on Friday sentenced three men to death for sha ring blasphemous content on soci al  

media, while imp ri soning a fou rth ac cused in the  sam e case for 10 ye ars.  

 

The c ou rt also issu ed arrest warra nts f or the four ac cused , wh o are currently  abscon ding 

in the c ase.  

 

According to the F irst Information Report fi led by the Federal Investigation  Agency, 

accused Ra na Nouman Rafa qat an d Abdu l Wahe ed o perated  fake pro files and 

dissem ina ted bl asphemous mater ial o n socia l media , whi le N asir A hmad uplo ade d 

blasphemous vid eos to a Youtube channel . A fourth individual, Pro fessor Anwaar Ahmed, 

https://bit.ly/2LAGyLS


Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | Pakistan    

 

was fined R s.  100,000 in addit ion to a 10 -year pri son te rm for  all egedly voicing 

blasphemous vi ews  du ring a  lecture a t the  Isla mabad M odel Co llege  whe re  he was an 

Urdu teacher.  

 

All fou r men were initially arr ested in 2017 in connectio n with the blasphemy case, which  

was filed by a Haf iz Ehtasham Ah med. A ccor ding to the FIR, ñThere are several unk nown 

peo ple/gr oup s disse minat ing/s preadin g blasp hemou s ma te rial  through int erne t using 

socia l media i.e. Facebook, T witter, websites, etc. thr ough alleged 

profiles/pages/hand les/sites etcé and several others  willf ully  defiled  and  outrag ed 

religi ous feeling s,  belie f by u sin g derog atory  word s/remar ks/grap hic 

desig ns/ima ges/sketc hes / vis ual represent at ions in respect of the  sacred names.ò 

 

It said t hat such ñillegal activities are causing religious disharmony and  unres t  am ong 

diff eren t segme nts of so ciety, inci ti ng hat red an d c ontempt  on r eligi ous bas is to s tir u p 

vi olence  and caus e i nter nal disturban ce and to create a sense  of fear, insecurity in th e 

society, which may not only le ad to anarchy but i t is also thre atenin g th e ideolo gy o f 

Islam , Sunnah and Pakista n.ò The FIR sa id the cas e had  been  lodged  under Secti ons 29 5-

A, 295 -B, 2 95 -C, 2 98, 298 -A, 29 8-B, and 109 of the Paki stan Penal Code.  

 

The four  individuals were indicted by th e court on Sept. 12 , 2017, when t hey pl eade d not 

gu ilty  to the  charges against the m.  Du rin g the pro ceeding s, th e pro secutio n produ ced 1 7 

wi tn esses against  th e accused. Howeve r,  the witnesses for the  defense were not 

permitte d by the court because they were  relatives of the a ccused.  

 

Human  right s gr oups say  Pakistanôs blasphem y laws are of ten  used to per secute 

minor ities  or set tle per sonal  ven dettas , noting tha t  th ey are seen a s virtual death 

sentence s as they can lead to lync hings or mob violence. The U.S. Commission on 

Inter na tional Relig ious F reed om  cited  the  blasph emy laws among the r eason s i t 

desi gna ted Pak istan  a co untry o f parti cular  con cern f or religi ous  fre edom in its a nn ual 

report.  

 

US group appeals for Pakistani woman jailed on 
blasphemy 

By K athy G annon  

 

AP News (08 .0 1.2021) -  ht tps://bit.l y/ 3bv K3h g -  The U.S. re ligio us wa tchdog appeale d 

Friday fo r th e rights of a Pakistani woman  from the countryôs minority Ahmadis who has 

been jailed on blasphemy charges, dec laring her a prison er  of conscien ce and  ur ging 

Prim e Mi ni ster Imran Kha nôs government t o i mmedia tel y set h er fr ee.  

 

The sta tement by th e U. S. Com mission o n I nter national Reli gious Freedom said 55 -year -

old Ramazan Bibi was ja iled last April under Pakistanôs draconian blasphem y law that 

car ries t he death pen alty .  

 

Unde r the law , anyone ac cused  of  insul tin g Islam  can be se ntenced  to dea th if  fou nd  

gui lty. Whil e a utho rities have y et  to carry out a death sentence for blasphemy, ju st the 

accusation of blasphemy c an  incite mobs in P ak ista n.  

 

ñThe Pakis tan i governm ent mu st im mediately  release Ra mz an Bib i, and  al l other s 

det ained  for bl asphemy ,ò said c om miss ion head Jam es W . Carr.  

 

Dome st ic and international h uman rights groups say bla sphemy allegations have often 

been used to intimida te  rel igious m inorit ies in  Pakis tan and to settle pe rsonal scor es. 

https://bit.ly/3bvK3hg
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ñAuthorit ies  allowi ng th ese l aws to be used  for pers onal g ain or ve nde t ta are only 

enab ling systematic discrimi nation based on religious belief,ò Carr added. 

 

The Ahmadi  faith was establis hed on  the Ind ian su bconti nent i n th e 19th century b y 

Mirza Ghu lam A hma d, who se followe rs be lieve  he was  the me ssiah  tha t was promised by 

the Prophet Muham mad. Pakistanôs parliament declared Ahmadis non -Muslims in 1974. 

Since then, they have repeatedly bee n targ eted by Islami c extr emists  in th e Mus lim -

major ity nation.  

 

Bib i w as jai led  after a dis pute over a donatio n she  tri ed  to make to a  non-Ahmadi 

mosque i n her village in Punjab province. The donation was  rejected and when she 

sought an  explanation from h er  non -Ahmadi relati ves, a quarr el e ru pted followed by an 

assau lt  on  Bibi, ac cor ding to  memb ers o f her c ommunit y.  

 

Mains tr eam Muslim cl eri cs l ater alleged she was blasphemous and brought out an alleged 

wit ness to corroborate their allega ti ons.  

 

ñShe is facing im prisonme nt sim ply  because of h er  Ahma di faith, ò said the U.S. 

com missio n.  

 

The Pa kista ni pr ime min isterôs spec ial advise r on reli gio us a ffairs and re ligious harmony, 

Maulana  Tahir Ashrafi, said he wa s not aware of the case but woul d investigate and 

pro mised ñjusticeò for t he woman.  

 

ñNo Musli ms will b e allowed t o hur t t he sen tim ents of  peop le be longing  to oth er re ligi ons 

and no non -Muslim should insult  Islam,ò said Ashrafi. 

 

Blasphemy has been a conte ntious issue in Pakistan. A Punj ab governor was kil led by  his 

own  guard  in  20 11 aft er h e defen ded a Chr istian woma n,  Aasia  Bibi,  wh o was a ccuse d of 

blasphe my. She  was acqu it ted after spe ndi ng e ight years on  death row and later lef t 

Pakistan for Canada to j oin her family after receiving t hr eats.  

 

In just th e last  year, m ore th an 24 Ahmadi s, i ncludin g their s enior leade rship  have bee n 

charged with blasp hemy an d for r eferr ing to  the mselves a s Muslims. Scores of  Ahmadis 

are in jail sim ply for reciting Islamic p rayers or greeting others with a  t raditional Muslim  

greet ing.  

 

Last yea r, fiv e Ahma dis were ki lled in t argeted kil lings  in  Pakis tan , accor ding to an  

Ahmadi  offici al wh o sp ok e on  conditio n o f anonymity, fear ing for his life.  

 

Accor ding to a report last mont h by the U.S. Commission for Int er national Religiou s 

Freedoms, Pakistan  recor ded th e mo st  cases of blas phemy in th e wor ld,  even tho ugh 84 

count ries have cr iminal blasp hemy  laws.  

 

On Frid ay,  an anti - terroris m court in Islamabad sen tenced three people ð two Sunni 

Muslims and an Ahmadi ð to  death in connectio n with charg es that they shared 

blas ph emous  content on social m edia in 2017. A f ourth m an, a  Shii te Musl im coll ege 

profe ssor, was sente nce d to  10 years in pr ison for insulting God  during a college lecture.  

 

The U.S. commission described th e conditions for re ligious fr eedoms i n Paki stan a s 

cont inuin g to ñtrend negative lyò and urged the  govern ment to re peal th e blasp hemy law.  

 

Pakistan has rej ecte d the commiss ionôs assessment. 
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USCIRF Commissioner James W. Carr adopts Ramzan 

Bibi in Pakistan through the Religious Prisoners of 
Conscience Project 

USCIRF (07.01.2 02 1) -  https:/ /bit.ly /35qD U29  -  Uni ted State s Commi ssion o n 

Inte rn ational Religious Free dom (USCIRF) Commissioner James W. Carr today announced 

hi s adoption of Ramza n Bibi through  the R eligious Pri sone rs  of C onscience  Project.  

 

On April  30, 2 020 , Ramza n Bib i, a 55 -year -old Ah madi woma n,  was  detained  and 

accused o f maki ng  blasphemous remarks d uring a personal dispute o ver the return of her 

charitable  donation to a loca l mosque in Ch eleki vil lage in P akis tanôs Punjab pro vince. 

Bibi  was cha rged u nde r Secti on 29 5-C of the P akistan  Penal Code, an  offence tha t  carries 

the dea th  penalty. She is curre ntly imprisoned at Central  Jail Lahore.  

 

ñThe Pakistani gove rnment must immed iately release  Ramza n Bibi , and all ot hers 

detained for blasphe my,ò said Comm issioner C arr. ñAuthorities  allowi ng th ese laws t o be 

used  fo r personal gain o r vendetta are only enab ling systematic discrimina tion based on 

religious belief. This is clear in Bi biôs case, as she is  facing impr ison me nt si mply beca use 

of her Ahmad i f aith. The Pakist ani g overn ment ne eds to repea l blasphem y and ant i-

Ahmad iyya la ws and  until this is accomplis hed, enact comprehensive r eform.ò 

 

A village committee for me d in Cheleki to i nv estigate the  case concluded th at t here wa s 

no evid ence to pro ve  th e a ccusat ion s of bl asphe my ag ainst B ibi. Ho wever , ha rd line  

Muslim c ler ics compell ed a n on -Ahmadi resident of th e village, who was not pre sent 

during the dispute, falsely  testify against Bi bi  resulting i n her incarceratio n.  

 

Bibiôs bail appl ication was  reje cte d by t he judge o n Nov ember  18. An  appeal  has been  

filed  for the mot her of six,  who h as been waiting in jail throughout the ongoing COV ID -19 

pandemic.  

 

In its 2020 An nu al Report, USCIRF  recommended t hat th e U.S.  Depar tmen t of St ate 

conti nue to desi gn ate  Pakistan  as a Coun try o f Par ticular  Concer n, a recomm enda tion 

USCI RF has made si nce 20 02  due to Pakistanôs systematic, ongoing, and egre gious 

violations of freedom of r el igion or belief.  

 

I n December 2 020, U SCIRF publis hed a repor t on Viol ating Right s:  Enfor cing t he World's  

Blasphemy  Laws, which e xamin es t he  enf orcement of blasphemy l aws wo rl dwide. This 

report fou nd that the country with t he most cases of state enforced blasphemy laws was 

Pakistan, with  184 c ases identif ied between  2014 -201 8. In June,  USCI RF releas ed a 

Policy Upd ate o n Pakis tan tha t out line s the path for ref ormi ng and eventu al ly repealing 

its blasp hemy law.  

 

Wadi-e-Hussain: A graveyard for Pakistan’s Shia victims 

A graveyar d in Pakistani  city o f Kar achi w here  m ember s of Shia  community 

ki lle d i n targ ete d killi ngs l ay bu ried.  

 

By Syed a San a Bato ol  

 

Al Jazeer a (06.01. 2021 ) -  https://bit.ly/ 39cVjN6  -  Miles from the hustle  and bustle of the 

me tropolis of Pakist anôs largest  cit y,  Kara chi, lies  the Wadi -e-Hussain  grave yar d with its 

hundre ds o f g raves. Each is a  windo w into a lif e th at ended all to o abruptly.  

 

https://bit.ly/35qDU29
https://bit.ly/39cVjN6
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Protected  from the city by large ir on gates and tall walls, there i s an uneasy calm wi th in 

its walls  where  ma ny of the  cityôs Shi a Muslims  have been laid to rest.  

 

Pakistan is ho me to  220 mi llion p eople , almo st a ll of who m a re Muslim. It is also home to 

one of the largest Shia populations i n the world, as an estimated 20 percent of Muslims 

th ere are Shia . 

 

At Wadi-e-Hussa in r ed flag s are pla nted by the  grav es of obs erv ant Shi a Mus lims who 

hav e died in ta rget ed kil lings, gu n o r bomb attacks.  

 

Since 2001, more than 2, 600 Shia Muslims have been  killed in violent attacks in th e 

South Asian count ry , according to the  South  Asia Terr or ism P ortal res earch organ isati on.  

This year has s een a n upt ick in targete d kil ling s agai nst Shia accused  of blasphemy . 

 

In September, tens of  thousands attended a demo nstration in Karachi organised b y the 

Ahle Sunnat W al Jamaat (ASW J), a Sun ni hardli ne g ro up th at is ban ned under P ak ist ani  

law f or its tie s to the a rmed La shkar -e-Jhan gvi (LeJ) group, wh ich  has  carried out ma ny 

of the largest bomb ings and attacks on the co mmunity since 1996.  

 

At Wadi -e-Hussain, people payi ng  their respe cts co m e and  go, a s th e caret aker 

cust omarily spr inkle s w ater o n t he grav es.  

 

ñSome bring flowers , som e ligh t ca ndles on eve ry T hursday, some ti m es a brother or a 

mot her comes with the book of  prayer, spends time on the grav e,ò says the caretake r 

Laal Moham mad.  

 

As the scent  of ro se pe tals and incense waf ts  acros s the gra ves thi s his tory of viol ence is  

writ  lar ge acr oss the t omb ston es. A group o f five graves marks a fa mily killed in the 

Abbas t own blast of 2013. A motherôs grave sits by her fou r-year -oldôs sonôs, kil led in th e 

same  blas t; the in scription s ays t he woman dro pped de ad wh en sh e saw h er youn g 

chi ldôs lifel ess body.  

 

There  are more tha n 300 graves belonging t o the those dubbed as ñmartyrsò in Wadi- e-

Hussain. These a re  their stories.  

 

‘My brother di d not com e b ack’ 

 

A wo ma n sit s near a grave, read ing v ers es fro m a  prayer  book , cry ing as she doe s so.  

 

Tehseen Abidiôs youn ger brother was a lso killed in the 2013 b ombing in Abbas Town, a 

popular majority -Shia Muslim neigh bourhood in Karachi . Kashif Abbas  Abidi  wa s at  the 

site  of the  blast wh en it went of f. Police ne ver  found his b ody.  

 

For 40 -year -old Te hseen,  Kashif was h er whol e world. Sitt ing by his grave, she te lls the 

story of the day s he lost her brother in the attac k,  a sequence of bo mb  blasts whic h 

kill ed at least 45 p eople.  

 

ñHe died in the fir st  blast , he w as present  at t he si te of t he blas t, he  pro mi sed me that h e 

would  come to see me  in the evening, my br other did not come backò she says.  

Abidi owned a general s to re in the neighbo ur hood and was  at wo rk when the bomb s went 

off.  

 

ñIt was March 3 and  a Sunday ,ò said Te hseen . She  only g ot a fe w sen tences in before sh e 

broke  down in tear s,  remembering her ñlittle oneò. 
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The government o ffered financial compensation to  the families whose  relatives had  died 

tha t  day and  in ot her a ttacks. B ut the rela ti ves  say the mon ey is o f lit tle c omfort.  

 

ñThe gover nmen t gave  1.5 mill ion  rup ees [about $1 4, 300] t o his wife, but our loss is so 

big that no thing can compensate for this lo ss,ò said Tehseen. 

 

ñEven if our whole lif e we cry itôs not en ough. May be if we al l die  crying i n t his ang uish,  

mayb e only then it  will  be compen sated.ò 

 

‘Som eth ing died insi de  me th at day’ 

 

On June  6, 1963 while preparing f or a local ceremony, Ishtiaq Hus sain and his fellow  

m ourners hear d the new s of an a ttac k on th e process ion in Theh ri  to wn,  14 ki lom etres 

(8.6 m iles)  out of  Khairp ur ci ty i n Sind h provinc e. Hussain, now aged  80, is s till haunted 

by  his memories of that day.  

 

It was a few days after Ashura , the 10th day of M uh arram, the f irst m ont h in the Isla mi c 

calendar. As hura marks th e a nni versar y o f the K arbal a mas s killi ng and is 

com mem or ated  by Shia Muslims  in sombre ri tu als and  processions.  

 

ñWe were around 200 people who ran to save the congregatio n of Thehri that da y,ò he 

says. ñWe did nôt kn ow tha t th e news was a tra p, and ther e wer e t housan ds of [att acker s] 

wa iting f or us w ith a xes and sw ords in t hei r  hands, to chop us all into pieces.ò 

 

Hussain made it out alive bu t he has no idea how.  

 

ñI was among the survivors, but I canôt recall h ow I  survive d. T here we re around  10 

people wh o a tta cked m e w ith the  axes , the y injur ed me b adly,  my neck a nd should er 

were  bleeding, th ey  kicked me in my stoma ch to the point that I sta rted spitting blood,ò 

he says.  

 

ñI still survived, bu t something died i nside m e tha t da y.ò 

 

The attack at Thehri w as one o f the fir st sign ifica nt se ctarian  attack s sin ce Pak ista n 

gained ind epen dence from th e British in 1947.  

 

More  than 118 people were kill ed on that day. They were to be th e first of thousa nd s 

killed for  being  Shia.  

 

Sile ncin g the o utcry  

 

In  August 202 0,  in  th e mont h o f Muhar ram, a fre sh wave  of sec taria n te nsion rippled 

acro ss Karachi and th e rest of the country. S hia scholars were accused of blasphemy 

after they gave ser mo ns critical of Is lamôs early caliphs.  Thousands r alli ed  in K arachi 

un der the ban ner o f t he ASW J, calling  Pakistanôs Shia leaders  infi dels .  

 

Aft er the pr ote sts ended, many P ak istanis denounced the ASWJ supportersô hate speech 

and said the government had n ot  taken the demons tr ators to tas k.  

 

Journ alist Bil al Far ooqi was one o f the few w ho  spoke  out p ubl icly.  

 

A Sun ni, F arooqi was arr ested  in Octobe r 2020 on  charge s of having s pread ñreligious 

hatredò and ñanti-state sentiment ò. He had tweeted criticisms of th e ASWJ march and 

qu estioned the  autho rit ies over thei r allow ing an or ganisation th at had  been des ignated  

as ñterro ristò to organ ise t he m ar ch.  
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ñMost of my  pos ts, on the ba sis of which [a police c ase] was filed against me,  were about 

the ASWJôs involvement  in anti -Shia act ivities,ò said Faroo qi.  Later re leas ed from  police 

custody, he is st ill  facin g t he same  cour t cha rges.  

 

He has calle d on  Sunni  Muslim a cti vist s to speak up  against police inaction  towards 

groups involved i n Shia Muslim attacks.  

 

Running parallel with the A SWJôs continuing ant i-Shia campa ign has bee n the ris e of a 

new fa r- r igh t reli gio us grou p in Pakis tan, th e Tehre ek -e-Labb aik Pa kistan (T LP), wh ich 

has made th e so -called issue of b lasphemy a rallying point.  

 

Since 2017, the TLP and its le ad ing scholars have  seen a sharp rise i n support fo r th e 

issue  and have  pressured th e g ove rnment  to  penali se th ose a ccused of blas phemy . 

 

The mov ement and  it s leader Khadim H ussain Rizvi were behind  days of protests in 2018 

over one of Pakistanôs most high-profile blasphemy cases. It invo lved t he acquittal  of a 

Chris tian woma n, Asia Bib i on bla sphemy  charges. The T LP also bloc ked the  main  

highw ay l eading to  th e capital Islamab ad for weeks in 2017 ove r a change in an electoral  

oath. It was deemed by them as blasphemous because  it eased some  restr ict ions on 

m embe rs  of t he Ahmadi  sect, an o ff sho ot of Sun ni Islam t hat b eliev es in a  subord inate  

pr oph et a nd has be en declared non -Musl im  under Pakistani law.  

 

Farooqi says the TLP has also recently hit out at Shia Mu slims for what they  say is 

blasph emy ag ainst some o f Pr ophet M uhammadôs companions .  

 

Regi onal p oli tics, l ocal viole nce  

 

Following  the I slami c re volution in 1979  in Shia -majo ri ty Iran, which shares a border with 

Pakistan, th ere was an influx of Iranian and  Shia Muslim influe nce into Pakis tan, s ays   

Hasan Z afar  Naqvi,  a popula r Pakistani  Shia  leader.  

 

The real probl em, h e argue s, emer ged a fter  the U nited Sta tes  and  Saudi Arabia  ï which 

is Sunni -majori ty and has long viewed Ira n as its regional rival ï began to  look at Iranôs 

per ceived influ ence i n Paki stan a s a th reat to the re gion.  

 

Pakistanôs r uler a t t he time , Gen eral Zia ul -Haq, ha d sei zed power in a mili tar y coup in 

1977 an d was in the process of establishing a more theocr atic state. During Haqôs time in 

power until 1988, th e role of re ligion  in  governme nt a ff airs grew. It also became  the 

bas is for  US-backed  arme d act ion by the ómujahid eenô in ne ighbourin g A fgha nistan.  

 

Back ed by Saudi Arabia, Sunn i hardline groups began to  counter the perceived threat of  

Shia in the region . To that purp ose, a  gr oup  calle d Si pah-e-Sahaba Pak istan (SSP,  late r 

to beco me the ASW J) wa s for med in 1985 in  cent ral Pakist an.  

 

Foun ded  by Haq Nawaz Jha ng vi, the party was agai nst the mainly Shia Muslim  landlords 

of the area and sough t to exploit sectar ian difference s. It cal led  for S hia Muslims  to be 

declared non -Muslim u nder P aki stani l aw an d org anised frequen t pro test s to h ighlight the  

issue. The rise of  the SSP, and its alli ed LeJ in the 1990s, saw a  sharp rise in incidents of 

viol ence against Shia M uslims across the co unt ry in the  decades to  follow, says Naqvi,  

the scholar.  

 

Re peated attac ks  

 

I n 2009,  Syed L iaqua t  Hussain Zaidi, an  in flue ntial Shia ac ti vist and leader in Kar achi was 

gunned down by Le J. 
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Zaidiôs murderer was arrested two years later a nd  confessed t o poli ce tha t  he w as 

wor king for the L eJ and had been giv en a h it - list of  infl uenti al Shia  Muslim s in the city t o 

kill, a ccording to Zaidiôs family.  

 

Zaidi was activ ely involved in charity an d welfare work and was the presi dent of Pasban -

e-Aza,  a Shia welf are or gan isat ion, said  his si ster Reha na Zaidi.  

 

On a win ter mo rni ng in N ovemb er, Z aidi to ok his young  son  to sc hool but nev er r eturned, 

says  Rehana.  

 

Two motorcycli sts shot him three times i n the head as he stopped at a tr af fic signal in 

the  city. His nie ce fir st reached t he s cene an d found h er uncle in  a pool of blo od,  the ca r 

sur round ed by o nlooker s. No  one  attem pted to h elp  him , she says.  

 

A year after the murder,  Zaidiôs killers returned ï this time shooting Zaidiôs nephew, 

Rameez Hussain , mere blocks away f rom  th e fami ly h om e.  

 

Miraculous ly, the nep hew s urv ived. The murder er, i n his  confes sion, t old p olice he h ad 

fled t he scen e having assu me d Hussain had been kil led. ñGod saved him,ò says Rehana.  

 

Pakistani court orders rebuilding of destroyed Hindu 
temple 

AP News (05. 01.20 21 ) -  https:/ /bit. ly/2X sh5qB  -  Pakistanôs Sup re me C ourt orde red  

aut horities Tues day to rebuild a century -old Hindu temple that was  vandalized and set on 

fire by a  m ob last week, dra wi ng condemnat ion fr om the gover nmen t and l eaders of  

minority H indu s. 

 

The co urt  ruled after  auth orities  said t hey a rres te d mo re than 1 00 peop le for attack ing 

the temple and sever al police officers were fi red for neglecting to protect th e structure.  

 

The t empleôs destruction happened Dec . 30  in Kar ak, a tow n in northw este rn K hyber 

Pakhtunkhw a pro vince . Suppo rters o f Pak istanôs ra dical Jam iat  Ulema -e- Islam pa rt y and 

residents attack ed the building after bein g incited by a local cleric who wa s opposed to 

the templeôs planned ren ova t ion. 

 

Althou gh  Musl ims and H indus gener al ly  liv e peac efu lly tog ether  in Pakistan , there  have  

bee n othe r attacks  on  Hin du temples in  recent years. Most of P akistanôs minority Hindus 

migrated to India in 1947 when I nd ia was divided by  Britainôs governmen t .  

 

Christian lay leader arrested on blasphemy charges in 
Pakistan 

Musli m mob  threat ens to behea d  hi m,  bur n homes.  

 

Mornin g Star News ( 05 .0 1.2021) -  https://bit.ly/2MPwgbl  -  A 25 -year -old Christian  is in 

police custod y in Lahore,  Pakistan a ft er he s hared anoth er  personôs post critica l of Islam  

on his  Facebo ok pa ge, source s said.  

 

Hun dred s of Muslims converged on Raja Warris ô neighborhood in the Charar area of 

Lahore on the night o f Dec. 26, threaten ing to behead the ou t reach lay l eade r and s et  

https://bit.ly/2Xsh5qB
https://bit.ly/2MPwgbl
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fire t o homes unl ess p oli ce arr est ed him,  said  the Rev. Ay ub Gujj ar, v ice mo dera tor of 

th e Raiwi nd Diocese of  t he Church of Pakistan.  

 

ñThe incident took place after Warris shared a post on F acebook on Dec. 22,  which was 

dee m ed bl asphem ous by  local  Musl ims,ò Gujjar told Mo rn ing  Star New s.  

 

Warris  apol ogize d to th e Musli ms in  per son, s aying he had  sha red the post fo r academic 

understandi ng between Christians and Muslims and did not mean to offe nd  any Muslims, 

and  the issue app eared to be resolv ed ï t empor ar ily, Gu jjar said.  

 

ñOn Dec. 26, we were in forme d by our con gregati on me m ber s in C harar tha t a  hug e mob 

had gat hered in the locality on  the call of a cleric affi liated with the extremist religi o-

political outfit,  Tehreek - e-Labbaik P aki sta n [TLP ], a nd  were  demandin g the behea ding of 

the ca techist,ò Gujja r said. ñFearing vi olenc e, h un dred s of Chri sti an r esidents fled  their 

homes while aroun d 400 anti - riot policemen were deployed in the area to thw ar t 

violence.ò 

 

Whe n Gujjar and o ther l ocal church elde rs  reac hed the D efence -A Police Sta tion t o m eet 

wit h the  assi stant s uperint enden t  of  polic e, a larg e m ob g athered outsi de the premises 

and chan ted slogans against Christ ians, he said. Officers insisted  that church leader s 

hand Warris into t hei r custody  to cool te mp ers.  

 

ñWe sought t im e f or negoti ati on with  the prote st lead ers, bu t the  pol ice sa id they c oul d 

no t guarantee t he safety of our people if the accused was not pre sented for arrest,ò 

Gujjar said.  ñWe reluctantly ag re ed to bring Warris  bu t  demande d th at  he b e kept at  an 

undiscl osed location due  to the  seri ous t hreat t o his l ife.ò 

 

Police o n Dec. 27  regist ered a First In formation Report (No. 1122/20) against Warris 

un der Section 295 -A and Section 29 8-A of Pakistanôs blasphemy laws and sh owed it  to 

the m ob lead er s, who then called  off the  siege , G ujjar s aid.  

 

Sect ion 298 -A prov ides for up  to three yea rs in p rison for der ogatory remarks about a 

ñholy personage,ò in this case Muhammad, the prophet of Is lam, and Section 29 5-A calls 

for up to 10 years in pris on  for ñdelibera te and mali cious  acts int end ed to o utrea ch 

re ligious  feelin gs.ò 

 

Police ha ve reloca ted  War ris, his wife  and two children to a s afe house for their securi ty, 

Gujjar said.  

 

Church leaders  have engaged with Muslim clergy in att emp ts to res tore  calm a nd  

extric ate Warris from the  case,  said Bish op of  Raiw ind Dio cese Az ad Ma rsha ll .  

 

ñWarris is  an  edu cated youth w ho loves to serve God,ò Marshall told Morning Star  News. 

ñI was deeply concerned about the situation in  Charar, as any wr ong  act ion c ould  have 

resulted i n violent r iots tha t coul d h ave put  the lives  of our  people  at r isk.  We 

im mediately  got  in  touch with s en ior government and pol ice officials, which helpe d in 

restoring order in the neig hb orhood, and fortu na tely no loss  of li fe and  prope rty wa s 

rep orted.ò 

 

Marshall sa id th e i nciden t h ighligh ts th e need for ñrespons ible useò of so cial medi a i n 

Pakistan.  

 

ñChristians especially need to be more careful in shar ing content, because any faith -

based post could be used to instig ate vi olence again st t he comm unity,ò he said. ñWe 

need  to  under sta nd that  Isla mic r eligiou s senti ments  run  high in our co unt ry, therefore 

itôs important to carefully  analyze the content befor e posting it online.ò 
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Church le aders have sought t he  interventio n of t he Pri m e Min isterôs Spe cial 

Repr esentative on Relig ious H arm ony, Al lama Tahir  Ashraf i. In a  coun t ry wh ere an 

increa sin gly Islamist majo ri ty makes free speech a nd any legitimate critique  of religion 

dangerous, Ashrafi also called for ñresponsible useò of so cial m edia.  

 

ñWhen illi te rate pe rsons are a ccused o f blas phe my, we give them the ben efit of  the 

doub t,  because they  have n o idea of wha t they have done, but wh en some educated 

person po sts something that is religiousl y offensive, then h ow  can any per son ju sti fy that 

actio n?ò Ashra fi told  Morning St ar News.  ñAlthoug h the p ost s hared  by War ris, 

in tenti onal ly  or unintenti ona lly,  was very off ensive, Iôd say that the law has still been 

very l enient on him.ò 

 

Ashrafi urged c hu rch leaders to ra ise awareness in the ir congregat ions  about using soc ial 

media r espon sib ly so tha t the l ives and p roperty  of peo ple d o no t come  under th rea t .  

 

In Pakistan, fa lse accusations of bla sphemy are common and ofte n motivated by personal 

vendetta s or religious hatr ed. Accusation s are highly  infla mmat or y and  have the  potential 

to spark  mob l ync hings, vigil ante murders  and ma ss pr otes ts .  

 

There are 24 Chri stians impris on ed on blasphemy charge s in Pakistan, according t o rights 

activists.  

 

Although su ccessive government s have acknowl edged tha t  the bla sphe my  laws  are 

blat antly misus ed, l itt le eff ort  has be en ma de to  stop t he abus es.  

 

On D ec. 7 , the U.S.  State Department re -designated Pakistan amo ng nine other 

ñCountries of Particular Concernò for severe v iolations of reli gious freedom.  Previ ously 

Pakist an h ad been  added to  the list o n Nov . 2 8, 201 8.  

 

The ot her c ountr ies on the lis t are  Bur ma , C hina, Nort h K orea , Eritrea, Ir an , Nigeria, 

Saudi Arabi a, Tajikistan and Turkmeni stan. Sudan and Uzbekistan were removed from 

the de partmentôs Special W atch List du e to  improv em ents in  their reli gious  ri ghts 

records.  

 

Pakist an ra nked fi fth on Chris t ian  supp ort organi zat ion Open Doors 20 20  World Watch list 

of t he 50 countries where it i s most difficult to be a Christi an . 

 

Historical Hindu temple set on fire in northwest Pakistan 

The Sama dhi of Shri  Para mha ns Ji Mah araj, t he mo st sa cred p lace for  the Adva it  

Mat  movement , w as d estroyed by s up porters of Jamiat Ulem a- e- Islam.  

 

By Massimo Int rovigne  

 

Bitter Winter  (04.01.20 21 )  ï ht tps:/ /bit .l y/3pT JRfQ ï Advait Mat, or  Param hans A dva it 

Mat,  is a n imp ortant  Hindu r eligi ous mo veme nt functi oni ng a s a network o f more than 

300 ashrams,  both in In dia and interna tionally. Its most sacred shrine  is the Samadhi of 

Shri Paramhans  Ji Maharaj in the  vil lage of  Teri, in  what was o nce call ed the  North -West 

Frontier  Provi nce of P akist an a nd  now  is known  as Khy ber Pakhtunkh wa . There, the 

founder o f the tradi tion, Sri Param hans Swami Advaitanand Ji Maraji  ( 1846 ï1919), died 

on  July 9, 191 9. He was no t  crem ated , but b ur ied in Teri.  

 

https://bit.ly/3pTJRfQ
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A sh ri ne was  erect ed around his g rave,  and b ecame a popul ar p ilgrim age site,  wh ich was 

partially  demolished after Partit ion and finally dismantled  in 1997. Later, the area was 

occupied by a local i nf luential Mus lim cl eri c called Muft i Iftik haruddin.  

 

Long lega l bat tle s foll owe d, and final ly th e Supr eme Cour t of Paki st an d ecided in  20 14 

that the land belongs to the Hindu com munity, and the shrine sho uld be rebuilt. The 

provincial g ov ernment only erec te d boundary w alls t o delim it th e ar ea, and  carried out 

som e si mp le add itiona l w ork to facil itate  the a ccess of  pilg rims . In 2 015, the Sup reme  

Court stated  that this was not the r econstruction it had calle d for, and ordered that a 

famous  architect, Kamil K han, should be  hired  fo r reconst ruct ing the  temple.  

 

Thanks  to Khanôs e fforts , a  beauti ful t emple  was i naugurat ed in  201 7,  but  radical 

Muslims  protested th at  it came to occupy a l arger area than the origin al 1919 

construction.  

 

On Decemb er  30, a mob of som e 1,500 radica l Musl ims , alleged ly m em bers of  the ra dical 

relig ious par ty Jam iat  Ulema -e Isl am, a ttacke d the te mple and set in  on fire.  35 0 of  them 

were id en tified by the police, and 30 were arrested on De cember 31.  

 

The attack was conde mn ed by the chief j ustice of the Suprem e Cour t  of P akis ta n, wh o 

announc ed an inv esti gat ion , and sev eral to p Mus lim p olitic ians. On  Janu ary 1,  aft er a 

form al prot est by India,  the provincial governme nt stated it will fund the  reconstruction 

of the temple. T he leaders of the H indu minority are, h owever ,  skep tica l,  quot ing sever al 

preced ents , t hat  those  re sponsib le fo r vio lence against the H indu s will  be reall y b roug ht 

to justice . 

 

 

 

 


