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N
igeria: a country at w

ar? 

O
ngoing violence and land occupation by Fulani in 

C
entral and South EastN

igeria
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C
T

IO
N

•
The

Insecurity
occasioned

by
the

killer
H

erdsm
en

attacks
on

Farm
ing

com
m

unities
in

B
enue

State
has

leftin
itsw

ake
a

tale
ofw

oes
w

hich
the

country
and

itscitizens
have

had
to

contend
w

ith
overthe

years.
•

These
attacksare

said
to

be
a

unique
and

em
erging

one
(B

urton,2016).
•

A
ccording

to
a

recentstudy
carried

outby
the

Institute
forPeace

and
C

onflictR
esolution

(IPC
R

),the
attacks

on
farm

ers
by

killer
herdsm

en
in

N
igeria

has
been

identified
as

the
single

m
ostw

idely
spread

peace
and

security
threat,affecting

alm
ostallthe

36
states

in
N

igeria.
•

In
2019

and
2020

violent
conflicts

perpetrated
m

ainly
by

herders
against

farm
ing

com
m

unities
in

B
enue

state.The
activities

ofthis
herds

m
en

terroristm
ade

N
igeria

to
be

ranked
third

in
the

globalterroristindex
of

2020
(

cf.European
asylum

supportoffice,
2021

page
21,22).



•
To

this
very

m
om

ent
these

attacks
continue

to
register

huge
casualties

and
tension

throughout
alm

ostallstatesofthe
Federation

on
a

recurrentbasis.

•
M

ostly
reported

in
the

M
iddle

B
eltand

adjacentstates
(particularly

the
states

of
B

enue,Plateau,
K

aduna
and

N
asaraw

a
betw

een
herdsm

en
and

local
farm

ers,
the

clashes
over

farm
land

and/or
pasture,have

increasingly
taken

religious
undertones

(M
uslim

s
versus

C
hristians).The

herdsm
en

are
predom

inantly
M

uslim
sw

hile
the

farm
ersare

over90
percentC

hristians.

•
The

continuing
attacks

underm
ines

food
security,encourages

the
proliferation

of
heavy

arm
s

and
w

eapons
and

also
infringes

on
indigenous

rights.
Thousands

of
lives

have
been

lost,
property

destroyed,and
com

m
unities

leftin
disarray,w

ith
the

population
ofthe

internally
displaced

persons
totaling

overa
m

illion
in

B
enue

state
alone

to
say

the
least.You

w
illfind

laterin
these

slides,the
nam

es
and

com
m

unities
displaced

over
the

years.There
are

also,nam
es

of
officialand

unofficial
displaced

personscam
psallacrossthe

state
in

discussion.

•
The

problem
w

e
have

faced
is

only
w

ellappreciated
w

hen
one

considers
thatas

from
2016,som

e
estim

ates
indicated

that
the

attacks
of

Fulani
herdsm

en
on

farm
ing

com
m

unities
in

the
B

enue
valley

hasclaim
ed

m
ore

livesthan
the

B
oko

H
aram

insurgency.
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M
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O
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IN

G
 ITS D
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C
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•
O
tukpo

•
M
akurdi

•
Katsina

Ala

•
Gboko
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C
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 FA
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ER
S IN

 B
EN

U
E 

STATE
•

In
alm

ostallofthe
affected

com
m

unities,children
ofschoolage

are
displaced

from
theirschoolssince

2013
forcing

theirdrop
outfrom

school.

•
A

lso
the

livelihoodsof
parentsand

caregivers
in

the
affected

areas
iscom

pletely
destroyed.

•
A

ccessto
health

care
has

reduced
significantly

am
idstincreasing

needs.M
aternaland

natalserviceshave
been

halted
in

alm
ostallofthe

affected
areas.The

average

distance
to

nearby
health

facilities
hasincreased

from
4km

to
12

K
m

acrossthe
LG

A
s.

•
Food

shortages
in

allthe
affected

localgovernm
entareas

in
B

enue
State

has
been

deeply
felt.There

are
increasing

desperation
in

this
regard.M

any
fam

ilies
have

been
forced

to
engage

in
m

aladapting
coping

strategies
such

as
prostitution

by
under-aged

teens,slave
labour,forced

m
arriages,streetbegging,hum

an
trafficking

etc.

•
Post-traum

atic
stressdisordersam

ongstsurvivalsofthe
arm

ed
conflictresulting

to
increased

aggression,intolerance
and

hom
icidalideations.

•
Loss

ofdignity,and
resortto

dangerous
coping

m
echanism

s
like

thuggery
and

the
likes.

•
A

llof
the

above
has

contributed
to

a
serious

violation
of

hum
an

rights
of

the
populations

under
ceaseless

attacks
from

the
m

arauding
Fulaniherdsm

en
or

their

m
ercenaries.

•
The

attacks
have

becom
e

so
frequentthatsom

e
fam

ilies
have

suffered
m

ultiple
displacem

ents
aseven

designated
ID

P
cam

pssom
etim

escom
e

underattacks.

•
The

intensity
ofthe

killingssuggestan
Ethnic

cleansing
agenda.The

Fulaniherders
are

system
atically

killing
the

localpopulation
and

occupying
theirterritories.

•
and

the
killings

have
a

m
otive

ofreligion
behind

it.The
Fulanikillers

are
M

uslim
s

and
the

conquering
ofterritory

is
param

ountto
large

M
uslim

populations
in

N
igeria.
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E D
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 TH
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E FR
O

M
?

It
is

w
idely

believed
that

som
e

of
these

attackers
are

from
the

neighboring
countries

of
N

iger,
Senegal,G

uinea,C
had

and
Libya.

They
kill,plunderand

occupy
territories.(cfphotosofsom

e
ofthe

placesthey
have

destroyed)



The height of this genocide against poor villagers took place on January 1st2018
(new

 year’s day). 
M

ore than  80 persons w
ere killed including w

om
en and children and thousands displaced from

 
their hom

es. There is a m
ass burial site at G

enabe
village, in M

akurdi-B
enue State that rem

inds all 
ofthis infam

ous day.



There w
as also the 

gruesom
e killing of tw

o 
C

atholic Priests of the 
D

iocese of M
akurdi w

ho 
w

ere celebrating m
orning 

M
ass along w

ith 14 other 
parishioners in M

balom
com

m
unity of G

w
erEast 

LG
A

 on the m
orning of 

25th A
pril 2018. Their 

bodies rest on the D
iocesan 

prayer ground of Sesugh
M

aria at Ayatia village 16 
kilom

eters out of M
akurdi 

the B
enue State capital.
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IN
TER

N
A

LLY
 D

ISPLA
C

ED
 PER

SO
N

S (ID
Ps) learning 

under trees AT U
K

PIA
M

, G
U

M
A

 LG
A

 O
F B

EN
U

E STATE
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N
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N

A
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 D
ISPLA

C
ED
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N
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B

O
TH
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N
D
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N
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U

E STATE

The
population

of
Internally

D
isplaced

Persons
(ID

Ps)
has

bloated
to

over
1,000,007

(B
enue

SE
M

A
,

A
pril2021)follow

ing
renew

ed
attacks.

A
n

estim
ated

12%
ofthis

population
is

seeking
refuge

in
O

fficialC
am

ps
located

atD
audu,U

ikpam
,G

bajim
ba

(allin
G

um
a

LG
A

),N
aka

(in
G

w
er

W
estLG

A
),

A
nyiin

and
U

gbah
(both

in
Logo

LG
A

)and
A

bagena
(in

M
akurdiLG

A
)w

ith
a

greaterm
ajority

ofthe
ID

Ps
living

in
unofficialcam

ps
and

hostcom
m

unities
in

nearby
LG

A
sin

the
State.



N
A

M
ES O

F O
FFIC

IA
L ID

P C
A

M
PS IN

 B
EN

U
E STATE

C
urrently, there are a total of 8 O

fficial C
am

ps in 4 L
G

A
s in B

enue State nam
ely;

1.
A

bagena
C

am
p, M

akurdi LG
A

2.
D

audu
C

am
p 1 (U

N
H

C
R

 Shelter) G
um

a
LG

A
3.

D
audu

C
am

p 3, G
um

a
LG

A
4.

U
ikpam

R
esettled C

am
p, G

um
a

LG
A

5.
G

bajim
ba

C
am

p, G
um

a
LG

A
6.

U
B

E C
am

p, N
aka, G

w
erW

est LG
A

7.
A

nyiin
C

am
p, Logo LG

A
8.

U
gba

C
am

p, Logo LG
A
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A
n estim

ated 88%
 of the totalPopulation of ID

Ps in B
enue displaced from

 their 
ancestral hom

es are seeking refuge in 6 unofficial cam
ps and in over 45

rural 
C

om
m

unities in B
enue State. B

elow
 are nam

es of unofficial cam
ps hosting 

ID
Ps.1.

A
beda

C
am

p in Logo LG
A

2.
A

gan
C

am
p in M

akurdi LG
A

3.
LG

EA
 N

A
SM

E in M
akurdi LG

A
4.

LG
EA

 Tyodugh
in M

akurdi LG
A

5.
Federal H

ousing A
uthority in M

akurdi LG
A

6.
Ichw

a
in M

akurdi LG
A

7.
H

irnyam
cam

p in G
um

a
LG

A
8.

O
rtese

cam
p in G

um
a

LG
A

9.
U

deicam
p in G

um
a

LG
A
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I D
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andeA

kpo
M

akurdi
2

Tse
C
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M

akurdi
3

A
ston

M
akurdi

4
A

ntor
M

akurdi
5

U
ikpiam

G
um

a
6

Torkula
G
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a

7
A

gasha
G
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a

8
Yogbo

G
um

a
9

U
dei

G
um

a
10

O
rtese

G
um

a
11

U
m

enger
G

um
a

12
Yelew

ata
G

um
a

13
K

aseyo
G

um
a

14
Ikponko

G
um

a
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K
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S/N
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IT
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L
G

A
15

Iye
G

um
a

16
U

levkaa
G

um
a

17
TseA

kenyi
G

um
a

18
N

aka
G

w
erW

est
19

A
ondoana

G
w

erW
est

20
A

gagbe
G

w
erw

est
21

Tyoughtee
G

w
erW

est
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M
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K
w

ande
2

M
baper

K
w

ande
3

Iyon
K

w
ande

4
Jato-A

ka/N
yihem

ba
K

w
ande

5
G

ungul
K

onshisha
6

A
gidi

K
onshisha

7
A

ku
K

onshisha
8

B
onta

K
onshisha

9
G

binde
K

onshisha
10

TseA
nyon

K
onshisha

11
G

uleya
K

onshisha
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S/N
H

O
ST C

O
M

M
U

N
IT
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L
G
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1

O
gere

O
bi

2
A

ila
A

gatu
3

O
dugbeho

A
gatu

4
O

kokolo
A

gatu
5

O
bagaji

A
gatu

6
Itakpa

O
bi

7
U

sha
A

gatu
8

A
gidigbe

O
ju

9
O

gbolonkuta
A

do
10

O
gbaulu

A
gatu
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N
B

. D
ue to security challenges, several com

m
unities could not be accessed to keep track of current destruction
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N
B. D

ue to security challenges, several com
m

unities could not be accessed to keep track of current destruction



W
H

AT N
EED

S TO
 B

E D
O

N
E 

The dioceses in B
enue state have show

n concern tow
ards the plight of the ID

Ps  by w
orking tirelessly in carrying out interventions and program

s to 

alleviating the sufferings of the displaced persons. H
ow

ever,  the increasing num
ber of ID

Ps in the state occasioned by renew
ed attacks have m

ade us 

seize the m
om

ent to highlight certain challenges. The C
atholic church in B

enue w
ould like to em

phasis the follow
ing: 

1.
A

ctivate global peace diplom
acy by m

obilizing w
orld pow

ers to raise voices and take decisive actions tow
ards ending all form

s
ofkillings, 

m
ass atrocities and gross violation of rights of vulnerable populations especially w

om
en, girls and boys.

2.
Exert influence on governm

ents to reclaim
 ungoverned spaces and territories seized by arm

ed herders in N
igeria and m

ost especially in the 

B
enue Valley w

hich is a m
ajor theatre of w

ar.

3.
M

obilize substantive support for coping and resilience building am
ongst affected populations especially in the restoration oflivelihoods and 

durable protection solutions.

4.
Influence (inter)national m

edia to provide balanced and uncensored content on the true situation of affected populations and com
m

unities. This 

w
ill neutralize distorted and erroneous perspectives that are som

etim
es injected into the m

edia space to exacerbate tensions or to shield 

im
punity.

5.
R

econnect affected populations to social services especially disruptions in w
orship and belief practices, access to schools and health care 

centres. This requires reconstruction of structures destroyed during arm
ed attacks as w

ell as support to services that w
ere disrupted therefrom

.

6.
Influence the G

overnm
ent to fulfil all its international obligations to the EC

O
W

A
S, A

U
 and the U

N
 in respect of protection oflives, rights and 

dignities of citizens.



Im
m

ediate needs of ID
Ps

From
the

variousem
ergency

interventionsthe
dioceses’have

carried
out,im

m
ediate

needsofthe
ID

Pscould
be

listed
asfollow

s:

❖
M

ake
shiftshelters

are
insufficientand

overcrow
ded.because

ofthis,there
often

noticed,the
high

exposure
ofID

Ps
to

the
risk

of
com

m
unicable

diseasesand
SG

B
V.

❖
In spite ofefforts of w

ell m
eaning

persons, the ID
Ps lack FIs and N

FIs and are exposed to risks of becom
ing food insecure. 

❖
C

hild protection m
echanism

s are w
eak and dysfunctional.

❖
W

ater, Sanitation and H
ygiene facilities are com

pletely absent in m
ost cam

ps and hosting com
m

unities. 
❖

A
ccess to Education is greatly poor am

ongst the  ID
P population as pupils are subjected to sit on bare floor under trees. Very m

any 
have dropped out of school since the height of this attacks beginning 2014 and have not returned to school ever since.

❖
Even though M

Sfand other groups assist w
ith issues of health, health C

are facilities are generally absent. A
bsence of 

Im
m

unizations, ante-natal and birth registration services have exposed ID
Ps to high m

obility and m
ortality risk.

❖
ID

Ps are poorly protected from
 effects of arm

ed conflict as they are som
etim

es attacked by the herders even in the cam
ps or 

com
m

unities they have run to for shelter. A
s a result, there are fam

ilies, that have experienced m
ultiple displacem

ents.
❖

A
bsence of post-traum

atic stress counselling. Even the M
akurdi diocesan office of the JD

PC
 provides som

e assistance in this area, 
the effort is a drop in the ocean because of the huge population of displaced persons.



W
ash facility at the U

ikpiam
 idps cam

p
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