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A fifth of hate crimes in Europe were against Jews last
year, report finds
Of 5,954 incidents on the continent last year, 1,311 were antisemitic, according
to the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe.
Jewish News (11.12.2020) - https://bit.ly/3gLFEYb - A total of 22 percent of hate crimes
in Europe in 2019 targeted Jews, a report by the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) has found.
Considering a total of 5,954 incidents on the continent last year, 1,311 were antisemitic,
according to the OSCE’s Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights.
Despite Jews comprising less than one percent of Europe’s population, antisemitic
incidents were the second highest category, behind ‘racism and xenophobia’. Hatred
towards the LGBT+ community and other religions feature far less.
In one such reported incident, a woman had her hair and hat pulled violently from behind
while speaking Hebrew on a bus in Berlin, while in another, an Iraqi Muslim man wearing
a kippah and carrying several concealed knives, was intercepted by guards as he tried to
enter an Antwerp synagogue in June.

OSCE hate crime report 2020
Lack of hate crime recording means victims and their needs too often remain
invisible, OSCE’s human rights office says
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OSCE/ ODIHR (16.11.2020) - With the publication of its annual Hate Crime Report on
today’s International Day for Tolerance, the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and
Human Rights (ODIHR) underscores the need for police to record hate crimes in order to
ensure that victims are recognized and receive the support they so urgently need.
Behind every hate crime is a painful and often traumatic story of physical and
psychological injury, fear and threat. Victims of hate crime are targeted for who they are
and for characteristics intrinsic to their identity, and which they share with others.
Recording such crimes and offering support to those affected is therefore key to ensuring
the security of individual victims, their communities and society as a whole.
The data published today show that in many countries there are mechanisms in place to
record and collect comprehensive data on hate crimes. However, a large number do not
provide police and prosecutors with the tools and knowledge they need to recognize,
record and effectively investigate such crimes. This frequently deprives hate crime
victims of the opportunity to access much-needed specialist support.
ODIHR’s hate crime dataset is the largest of its kind worldwide, and gathers together
information both from official and civil society sources. A total of 39 OSCE states reported
official hate crime data to ODIHR for 2019, including 25 states that provided figures
classified by bias motivation. The dataset includes a record number of 3,207 statistical
and 3,757 descriptive hate crime incidents reported by civil society, which translates into
a minimum of 4,621 hate crime victims.
No two hate crime victims are alike, which is why the support offered to victims must be
tailored to their individual needs. These can include police protection, psychosocial
support, practical assistance and information about criminal proceedings. Providing such
support also empowers victims to play a meaningful role in the investigation and
prosecution of hate crimes. Above all, they must receive respectful and sensitive
treatment to prevent further psychological harm and to assist their long-term recovery.
ODIHR offers countries across the OSCE region a range of tools to help them support
hate crime victims, improve hate crime monitoring and recording practices, and
strengthen co-operation with civil society. The full range of ODIHR resources on
countering hate crime is available on the website here.
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Over the next three days, the findings of the 2019 dataset will be presented at an annual
meeting of official representatives from across the OSCE region responsible for reporting
hate crime data to ODIHR. Owing to the COVID-19 pandemic, the meeting will be held
online for the first time.
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