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Ukraine and Albania urged to protect LGBT+ people from
hate and discrimination
Ukraine should outlaw anti-LGBT+ discrimination and Albania legalise same-sex
civil partnerships, the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance
(ECRI) said.
By Rachel Savage
Thomson Reuters Foundation (03.06.2020) - https://bit.ly/2Y7HaLu - Ukraine should
reform its laws to combat homophobic hate crimes and Albania should give more rights to
same-sex couples and trans people, a top European rights body said on Wednesday, amid
a backlash against LGBT+ rights in Eastern Europe.
The European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI), part of the Council of
Europe, renewed a call it made in 2017 for Ukraine to outlaw discrimination on the grounds
of sexual orientation and gender identity.
"Unless you insert it in criminal code, police will not look for that as a motive for hatred or
discrimination," Maria Daniella Marouda, chairwoman of the ECRI told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation by phone.
Ukraine's Permanent Mission to the Council of Europe did not immediately respond to a
request for comment on the latest human rights report by the ECRI, which it issues
regularly to monitor progress among its 47 member states.
Discrimination against LGBT+ people in the workplace was outlawed in 2015 and Ukraine
has increased support for the community in recent years in a bid to move closer to the
European Union, but advocates say homophobia remains widespread.
In April, an LGBT+ group sued one of Ukraine's most prominent religious figures after he
blamed the coronavirus on same-sex marriage, which is not legal in the ex-Soviet nation.
Homophobic and transphobic rhetoric and other anti-LGBT+ hate crimes are rising across
Europe, fuelled by divisive politics and socially conservative groups, according to the
LGBT+ advocacy group ILGA-Europe.
Growing recognition of same-sex partnerships and parental rights has sparked a backlash
by nationalist and religious leaders who reject homosexuality, LGBT+ activists say.
"It can be a backlash in rhetoric, in hate speech, in hate crimes, in violence against LGBTI
issues," said Marouda, a Greek academic. "This is happening all over Europe."
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The ECRI also urged Albania to recognise same-sex partnerships and let trans people
legally change their gender on official documents so that it matches their appearance, to
protect them from harassment.
Several senior Albanian officials did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
Same-sex marriage is not legal in the socially-conservative Balkan country.
Albania is unlikely to listen to the ECRI, having rejected similar recommendations made by
the United Nations in 2019, said Xheni Kharaj, one of Albania's most prominent LGBT+
activists.
"LGBTI couples are not recognised as couples, transgender people due to the lack of law
cannot start transition," said Kharaj, head of the Alliance Against Discrimination of LGBT.
"We don't have even doctors here who are prepared to help them transition."

LGBT+ group sues Ukraine religious figure linking
coronavirus to gay marriage
Orthodox Patriarch Filaret faces legal action after blaming emergence of COVID19 on LGBT+ unions.
By Umberto Bacchi and Maria Georgieva
Thomson Reuters Foundation (13.04.2020) - https://bit.ly/3cAkEQO - A Ukrainian LGBT+
group said on Monday it has sued one of the country's most prominent religious figures
over comments blaming the spread of the coronavirus on same-sex marriage, in what the
group said was the first such case in ex-Soviet nation.
Kiev-based group Insight said it took legal action against Patriarch Filaret, who heads one
of Ukraine's largest Orthodox congregations, over remarks made during a TV interview
that rights activists said risked fuelling hatred and discrimination.
Filaret is a renowned figure in the country, having led a split of the Ukrainian church from
its Russian parent which had him defrocked and excommunicated.
"Our aim is to show people that there is no longer place for such statements from church
leaders in Ukraine," Insight's head Olena Shevchenko told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation.
Since the first cases of COVID-19 were identified in China in December 2019, several
religious figures across the world have suggested the emergence of the virus was divine
retribution for same-sex activity, which they see as sinful.
Filaret added his voice in March, telling Ukrainian national TV network Channel 4 that the
epidemic was "God's punishment for the sins of men, the sinfulness of humanity".
"First of all, I mean same-sex marriage," said Filaret, head of the Kiev Patriarchate that
says it currently has more than 15 million followers among Ukraine's 42 million people.
Rights groups described the comments as "dangerous" saying they risked stirring violence
at a time where the health crisis was already stoking tensions and anxieties.
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"Such statements ... are very harmful because they could lead to increased attacks,
aggression, discrimination and acceptance of violence against certain groups," said Maria
Guryeva, a spokeswoman for Amnesty International Ukraine.
In February, fearing possible contagion, residents of a central Ukrainian town clashed with
police and hurled projectiles at a convoy of buses carrying evacuees from China headed to
a local sanatorium for quarantine.
The Orthodox Church of the Kiev Patriarchate did not reply to a request for comment on
Monday.
Responding to reports about a possible lawsuit in March, the Patriarchate said Filaret's
remarks were consistent with Ukrainian laws.
"As the head of the church and as a man, the Patriarch has the freedom to express his
views, which are based on morality," the Patriarchate's press service said in a statement.
The Patriarchate reserved the right to bring counterclaims against those who sought to
abuse judicial protections to encroach on Ukraine's traditional family values, it added.
The administrative proceeding filed in a Kiev court sought to obtain an apology for
disseminating false information and a rectification from the Patriarch and the TV channel
that aired the interview, said Shevchenko of Insight.
"We just want them to be more responsible the next time," she said by phone.
While the government has increased support for LGBT rights in recent years, same-sex
unions are not legally recognised in Ukraine and activists say homophobia remains
widespread.
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