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NEW ZEALAND: LGBTQI left out of specifics in mental 
health, wellbeing commission bill 

Rainbow community organisations are calling on the government to name 
LGBTQI people in the Mental Health and Wellbeing Commission Bill. 

 
By Murphy 
 
Radio New Zealand (12.12.2019) - https://bit.ly/2PoqTP9 - More than 70 organisations 
and 400 community leaders, researchers and individuals have co-signed a written 
submission to the bill made by rainbow community support service OUTLine. 
 
If it passes its third reading, the Mental Health and Wellbeing Commission Bill will establish 
a commission tasked with improving the mental health and wellbeing outcomes for New 
Zealanders. 
 
OUTLine chair Moira Clunie says for the commission to do this, it needs to specifically name 
rainbow communities. 
 
"We know from evidence and from our community's experience, that rainbow communities 
face higher rates of mental health problems," Clunie said. 
 
"That's really something we've known about for a number of years - those higher rates are 
connected with the discrimination and exclusion that we face." 
 
In order to address these, approaches specific to the unique challenges faced by these 
communities are needed, they said. 
 
"If we're not named in there as rainbow communities then they don't have a requirement 
to specifically hear from us or work with us. 
 
"What that means is our national mental health response will be designed without 
effectively meeting the needs of rainbow people." 
 
The rainbow support organisation along with the almost 500 other co-signers support the 
intention of the bill but say issues of mental distress, addiction and suicidality 
disproportionately affect rainbow communities. 
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Their submission asks that the commission be required to specifically establish mechanisms 
to seek the views of rainbow communities, alongside other populations groups including 
Māori, Pacific and disabled people, in order to understand the specific needs and drivers of 
distress and barriers to accessing support that LGBTQI people face. 
 
The bill was drafted following a recommendation in He Ara Oranga: the report of the 
government inquiry into mental health and addiction - which found: "a strong body of 
evidence shows that rainbow communities have significantly poorer mental health and are 
at a much higher risk of distress, addiction and suicide." 
 
During the first reading of the bill, Health Minister David Clark said: "The commission will 
assess how the system improves equity for Māori, Pacific peoples, disabled persons, 
rainbow communities, and other groups that experience poorer mental health and 
wellbeing outcomes." 
 
However, the bill itself leaves out rainbow communities among these groups. 
 
The Counting Ourselves report released in September found trans and non-binary 
members of the rainbow communities suffer from high or very high psychological distress 
at rates - nine times higher than the general population. 
 
An even higher number of trans and non-binary people, 79 percent, have seriously 
contemplated suicide and two out of five have deliberately self-harmed in the past 12 
months. 
 
Mental Health Foundation of New Zealand chief executive Shaun Robinson said it's vital 
rainbow communities were named within the bill to ensure appropriate engagement was 
undertaken. 
 
"An overwhelming body of evidence shows that the rainbow population has significantly 
poorer mental health and is at much higher risk of distress, addiction and suicide than 
other people living in New Zealand due to experiences of social exclusion and 
discrimination. 
 
"Rainbow people accessing mental health services often face dual stigma: stigma related 
to rainbow identity, and stigma related to mental health problems." 
 
The foundation believed that community and peer-led services were vital for the rainbow-
specific mental health community but currently, there was a lack of funding for such 
services, he said. 
 
The Ministry of Health had given rainbow community organisations written assurance that 
these communities were a priority in the national mental health response, Clunie said. 
 
"I think this bill is an example of how that doesn't necessarily play out in practice." 
 
The ministry had still not made any specific commitments to rainbow communities, Clunie 
said, including in the major mental health funding announced in the Budget, requests for 
proposals for new services, or people invited to be a part of advisory groups. 
 
"There just still isn't really any rainbow focus. 
 
"At the moment there's no real national priority for rainbow mental health and that feels 
inappropriate." 
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If established, the commission would: 
 

• Provide system-level oversight of mental health and wellbeing in New Zealand; 
• Promote alignment, collaboration and communication between government and 

non-government contributors to mental health and wellbeing; 
• Monitor and advocate for the collective mental health and wellbeing of New 

Zealanders.  
 

CAMBODIA: Cambodia to teach LGBT+ issues in schools 
to tackle discrimination 

By Matt Blomberg 
 
Thomson Reuters Foundation (10.12.2019) - https://reut.rs/2ssJyQX - Children in 
Cambodia will receive lessons on LGBT+ issues from 2020 in a bid to wipe out bullying and 
discrimination in the socially conservative country, an official said on Tuesday. 
 
From grade seven, around age 13, modules covering sexual orientation and gender identity 
will be part of sex education in schools, said Yung Kunthearith, deputy director of the 
education ministry’s department of health studies. 
 
“It’s about equality,” he told the Thomson Reuters Foundation. “We want our children to 
be aware of these issues and know that no one should be discriminated against in school 
or any part of life.” 
 
Cambodia has no legislation that deals specifically with LGBT+ people. Same sex marriages 
are neither criminalized nor officially recognized by the state. 
 
While acceptance of LGBT+ people in Cambodia is increasing, one in three report 
harassment in the workplace, according to research released this week by the Cambodian 
Center for Human Rights, a non-government organization. 
 
Some are still forced by parents into unwanted marriages or so-called conversion therapy 
with traditional healers, which aims to make them straight or not transgender, 
campaigners say. 
 
The new classes would help “cultivate a rights-based mindset so children can exercise their 
agency to transform discriminatory norms,” said Ryan Silverio, regional coordinator for the 
ASEAN SOGIE Caucus, an advocacy group. 
 
The move puts Cambodia at the forefront of LGBT+ education in Southeast Asia, with 
neighboring Thailand the only other nation known to have included such issues in 
mainstream teaching, he added. 
 
So far, 3,100 Cambodian teachers have been trained to deliver the new material, according 
to Srun Srorn, an LGBT+ activist who developed the modules with the Education Ministry. 
 
He said that while there was some resistance among “very homophobic” teachers, the 
program had generally been received with “enthusiasm” and at least five teachers had 
come out during the training. 
 
“This is a win for us already,” he said, adding that bullying and discrimination was rife 
among students and teachers. 
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“We have to start now. In 10, 20 years’ time, the students of today will be business owners, 
they will be governors ... then we will have change.” 
 

INDIA: India’s transgender rights law isn’t worth 
celebrating 

Solely linking transition with surgery is wrong on so many fronts, writes Kyle 
Knight of Human Rights Watch. 

 
By Kyle Knight 
 
The Advocate (05.12.2019) - https://bit.ly/358qS7v - India’s parliament passed a bill to 
protect transgender rights last week, but the new law is inadequate on several fronts. 
Trans activists and allied human rights groups have critiqued the various trans rights bills 
since the first one was introduced in 2016. In the end, lawmakers failed to consider the 
concerns the activists raised. As a result, India’s new law will violate the rights of trans 
people rather than respect and uplift long-persecuted communities. 
 
Perhaps the most serious flaw in the new law is the procedure it mandates for legal gender 
recognition — the process by which trans people can change their documents to reflect 
their identity. 
 
India’s new law sets up a two-step process. First, it requires an individual to apply for a 
“transgender certificate” from the District Magistrate where they live. This can be done on 
the basis of a person’s self-declared identity. Then, a certificate holder can apply for a 
“change in gender certificate,” which signals to authorities to change their legal gender to 
male or female. However, this second step requires the person to provide proof of surgery, 
issued by a hospital official, to the District Magistrate for a second evaluation, and the 
official must be “satisfied with the correctness of such certificate.” 
 
This sets an extraordinary amount of power with one government office to arbitrate which 
trans people “qualify” to be recognized as who they are. It also coerces people into medical 
procedures they might not want — a fundamental rights violation that Indian and 
international jurisprudence condemns. 
 
Indian courts have long held that trans people deserve the government’s recognition on 
their own terms, without mandatory intervention or discrimination. 
 
In 2014, the Indian Supreme Court in NALSA v. India ruled that transgender people should 
be recognized as a third gender and enjoy all fundamental rights, while also being entitled 
to specific benefits in education and employment. Justice K.S. Radhakrishnan, writing for 
the bench, ordered that “Transgender persons’ right to decide their self-identified gender” 
should be recognized by state and federal authorities. The court made clear that “any 
insistence for [sex reassignment surgery] for declaring one’s gender is immoral and illegal.” 
 
A Delhi High Court ruling in October 2015 laid out the intrinsic link between the right to 
legal gender recognition and other rights. Affirming a 19-year-old transgender man’s right 
to recourse against harassment by his parents and the police, Justice Siddharth Mridul 
wrote: “A transgender [person’s] sense or experience of gender is integral to their core 
personality and sense of being. Insofar as I understand the law, everyone has a 
fundamental right to be recognized in their chosen gender.” 
 
In addition to violating court rulings, the new law’s provisions are also contrary to 
international standards for legal gender recognition. International standards and best 
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practices — including those of multiple United Nations agencies, the World Medical 
Association, and the World Professional Association for Transgender Health, all call for 
separation of legal and medical processes. 
 
The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights in 2015 recommended that 
states begin immediately “[i]ssuing legal identity documents, upon request, that reflect 
preferred gender, eliminating abusive preconditions, such as sterilization, forced treatment 
and divorce.” A 2015 report by the World Health Organization and the Asia-Pacific 
Transgender Network recommended that governments “[t]ake all necessary legislative, 
administrative, and other measures to fully recognize each person’s self-defined gender 
identity, with no medical requirements or discrimination on any grounds.” 
 
The right to recognition as a person before the law is guaranteed in numerous international 
human rights conventions, and is a fundamental aspect of affirming the dignity and worth 
of each person. Legal gender recognition is also an essential element of other fundamental 
rights — including to privacy, to freedom of expression, to be free from arbitrary arrest, 
and rights related to employment, education, health, security, access to justice, and the 
ability to move freely. 
 
Activists in India plan to challenge the new law on this and several other fronts. 
 
That the law expressly prohibits discrimination against trans people in education, 
employment, health care, and several other spheres offers fertile ground for challenging 
those provisions of the law that are discriminatory. The new law also recognizes intersex 
people but offers them no specific protections. Momentum to protect intersex children from 
medically unnecessary “normalizing” surgeries, such as a 2019 ban on operations in Tamil 
Nadu, should guide improvements on that front as well. 
 
Put simply, the process for recognition before the law and control over one’s own body 
should be separate from any medical interventions. But if an individual’s personal identity 
or transition process requires medical support, those services should be available and 
accessible. 
 
India can — and should — do better. 
 

AUSTRALIA: Senate calls on government to expedite 
asylum claim of two gay Saudi journalists in 'arbitrary' 

detention 

Multiple global news organisations call for release of men, who fled their 
country only to become embroiled in Australia’s detention system. 

 
By Helen Davidson 
 
The Guardian (04.12.2019) - https://bit.ly/2E6c8dc - The Senate has passed a motion 
calling on the government to recognise the increased risk it has placed on two gay Saudi 
journalists by keeping them in detention after they claimed asylum last month. 
 
Guardian Australia can reveal that multiple news organisations around the world have 
called for the release of the men, warning the Australian government they are watching 
the case closely. 
 
The motion, brought by Greens senator Janet Rice, also urged the government to expedite 
the refugee assessment process for the couple and assure their safety in the interim. 
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Labor, Centre Alliance and independent senator Jacqui Lambie all pledged their support for 
the motion, which passed on Wednesday afternoon. 
 
Last month Guardian Australia revealed the two men were detained at an Australian airport 
after passing through immigration on valid tourist visas. They have remained in detention 
or under guard in hospital ever since, and have alleged threats of violence against them 
as well as fear they could be targeted by Saudi representatives. 
 
Sultan* is a former ministry of media employee and a fixer who had worked with multiple 
international media organisations, and Nassar* is a cameraman. 
 
They fled their home country after Sultan was interrogated by Saudi authorities, who 
ordered him to stop working with foreign media and made veiled threats to out his and his 
partner’s relationship. 
 
Homosexuality is illegal in Saudi Arabia and punishable by death. 
 
Sultan told Guardian Australia last month their arrest and “arbitrary” detention in Australia 
was comparable to threats back home. 
 
“We’ve been threatened with it in Saudi but it never actually happened until we came 
here,” he said. 
 
Rice welcomed the Senate’s move. 
 
“When these journalists liken their treatment in Saudi to the violence they have 
experienced here in Australia, it should be a wake-up call,” she told Guardian Australia. 
 
“The government should act swiftly to reflect the view of the Senate on this matter and 
uphold the values of fairness and diversity that our country says we stand for.” 
 
“This motion is an important step to increased public awareness of how dangerous 
Australian immigration detention centres are,” said the men’s lawyer, Alison Battisson. 
 
“I am aware of serious assaults, requiring hospitalisation, taking place on a weekly basis 
… When assaults do occur, it appears very difficult for the Australian federal police to access 
detention to investigate.” 
 
Several international media organisations have also written to Australia’s immigration 
minister, David Coleman, in support of the men. 
 
“This is unjust treatment of two journalists who travelled to Australia seeking protection 
from the persecution they faced as gay men in Saudi Arabia,” wrote one letter from Mark 
MacKinnon, of Canada’s Globe and Mail. 
 
“I hope you can intervene to ensure they are released from detention – they have valid 
visas to visit Australia – so that they can pursue their asylum claim,” he said.” 
 
“Please trust that I and my colleagues around the world who know and have worked with 
[Sultan] will be watching the outcome of this process with very keen interest.” 
 
Other letters from some of the world’s most prestigious newsrooms, including the BBC and 
ITN, urged Coleman to grant the pair asylum, saying the pair would “fit in very well in 
Australia”. 
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Michael Garrod, the founder of freelancer database, World Fixer, said Sultan was driven to 
help foreign media “in the spirit of progress, driven and inspired by the initiatives of the 
Crown Prince”, and said if the couple was returned to Saudi Arabia they faced persecution 
because of both their sexuality and their profession. 
 
“I sincerely hope that your department recognises their considerable contribution to our 
global understanding of their country and stands by Australia’s promise to support LGBT 
rights globally,” he said. 
 
Peter Greste, journalist and spokesman for the Alliance for Journalists’ Freedom, said: “If 
Australia wants to be seen as a campaigner of press freedom around the world, and wants 
to be respected and taken seriously, the government will act swiftly, and with 
understanding and compassion, in relation to these two journalists.” 
 

WORLD: U.N. awards Cyndi Lauper first social justice 
prize for LGBT+ work 

By K. Sophie Will 
 
Thomson Reuters Foundation (27.11.2019) - https://reut.rs/2OE0iNE - U.S. singer Cyndi 
Lauper, who is set to win the United Nations’ new social justice award, said on Wednesday 
that her drive to end LGBT+ homelessness began in support of family and friends. 
 
Best known for her ‘80s-era pop hits, Lauper will receive the United Nations inaugural High 
Note Global Prize on Dec. 10 - Human Rights Day - for the work of her charity, True Colors 
United, to support homeless LGBT+ youth. 
 
“Being an ally came naturally to me. LGBT rights are human rights. It wasn’t in me to stand 
idly by while my friends and family were being mistreated,” Lauper, told the Thomson 
Reuters Foundation, describing youth homelessness as an “epidemic”. 
 
“It means a great deal to receive this award because it will help to raise awareness of this 
issue. It is a fixable problem if we all come together to help these kids.” 
 
True Colors United estimates up to four out of 10 of the 4.2 million homeless young people 
in the United States are lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender (LGBT+) and works to ensure 
that services for them are safe and welcoming. 
 
Three-quarters of homeless LGBT+ youth surveyed by True Colors United said they had 
been in child welfare. These young people are often mistreated in foster care, which can 
lead to homelessness and sexual exploitation, the charity said. 
 
Lauper will be given the U.N. award at her charity’s annual concert by Grammy-nominated 
singer Kesha. Billy Porter, star of “Pose” and first openly gay black man to win an Emmy, 
and singer-songwriter King Princess will also perform at the event. 
 
“For decades she has promoted human rights, been a voice and active participant for 
change, and inspired people around the world to be tolerant and true to themselves,” said 
David Clark, creator of the High Note Global Initiative. 
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SOUTH KOREA: South Korea shouldn’t backslide on LGBT 
rights 

Lawmakers should strengthen protections, not weaken them. 
 
By Ryan Thoreson 
 
HRW (27.11.2019) - https://bit.ly/2Rcaeje - Conservative lawmakers in South Korea have 
already blocked the passage of nondiscrimination laws that would protect lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people and other minorities. Now, they’re trying to 
defang one of the few watchdogs protecting LGBT rights in the country. 
 
This month, opposition politician Ahn Sang-soo introduced an amendment that would 
remove “sexual orientation” from the mandate of the National Human Rights Commission 
of Korean (NHRCK), a body tasked with promoting human rights and investigating 
discriminatory acts in South Korea. The amendment would seriously undermine its ability 
to address discrimination against LGBT people in education, employment, public services, 
and other areas. 
 
The NHRCK’s work is badly needed. LGBT people face widespread discrimination in South 
Korea, with one national survey finding that nearly half of South Koreans do not want gay 
friends, neighbors, or colleagues. In interviews with Human Rights Watch, LGBT youth 
described how indifference or outright hostility toward LGBT people left them feeling 
isolated and alone, jeopardizing their mental health and well-being. 
 
Ahn’s misguided opposition to LGBT rights illustrates why the NHRCK’s work is so vital. 
Ahn justified the amendment by repeating offensive and discredited myths about LGBT 
people. He has also repeated the dangerous misconception that LGBT rights endanger the 
freedom of religion, which increasingly has been used to permit and even encourage 
discrimination against LGBT people around the globe. 
 
International human rights bodies have clearly said that governments cannot subject 
people to discrimination because of who they are or who they love. The NHRCK has been 
one of the few government entities in South Korea that has taken this principle seriously 
and worked to protect LGBT rights. 
 
In the weeks ahead, South Korean lawmakers should reaffirm that discrimination against 
LGBT people is unacceptable. Rejecting Ahn’s amendment would be a start, but it isn’t 
enough. 
 
President Moon Jae-in, himself a former human rights lawyer, and South Korean legislators 
should speak up publicly supporting victims of all rights violations, including LGBT people. 
 
They should also finally enact nondiscrimination legislation that protects the rights of 
minorities and show the country that LGBT rights are human rights. 
 

NIGERIA: Nigeria rated worst country tor LGBTQ+ 
travellers 

They examined issues such as the legality of same-sex relations in each 
country, whether same-sex couples can adopt there, and what protections are 

in place for LGBT+ workers. 
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Sahara Reporters (19.11.2019) - https://bit.ly/34ry51Q - Asher & Lyric, a travel website, 
has rated Nigeria as the worst place for LGBTQ+ people in the world. 
 
The website compiled their list of the best and worst countries for tourists by examining 
LGBT+ rights in each country. 
 
They examined issues such as the legality of same-sex relations in each country, whether 
same-sex couples can adopt there, and what protections are in place for LGBT+ workers. 
 
Nigeria was given an ‘F’ grade and a score of 142. Homosexuality is illegal in Nigeria and 
is punished by up to 14 years in prison or the death penalty under Sharia law. 
 
Discussion about LGBT+  rights is also criminalised in Nigeria. 
 
Qatar, Yemen, Saudi Arabi, Tanzania, Iran, Sudan, Barbados, Malaysia and Malawi made 
up the top 10 most dangerous countries for LGBT+ tourists to visit. 
 
Meanwhile, Norway came out on top of the index as the safest country for LGBT+ travellers 
with a score of 307 and an ‘A’ grade. 
 
It was closely followed by Portugal and Belgium, with the United Kingdom in fourth place 
with a ‘B+’. 
 

IRAQ: Violence and discrimination based on sexual 
orientation and gender identity in Iraq  

This shadow report was submitted for the review of Iraq’s compliance with the 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women at 

the October – November 2019 74th Session. 
 
OutRight Action International (07.11.2019) - https://bit.ly/35K2wkp - This report is 
submitted by IraQueer, MADRE, and OutRight Action International. It addresses urgent 
areas of concern related to the status of human rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender (LGBT) people in Iraq. Violence and discrimination against LGBT individuals in 
Iraq continues to flourish, and victims are guaranteed virtually no protection or redress. 
The Government has failed in its obligations to promote and protect the human rights of 
those who face violence and discrimination based on their sexual orientation and gender 
identity. 
 
Faced with the ever-present possibility of discrimination, extreme violence, torture, and 
murder, being perceived as LGBT in Iraq places one in immediate danger. The state-
sanctioned culture of anti-LGBT discrimination permeates Iraq’s institutions and society. 
Perpetrators of egregious anti-LGBT human rights violations include victims’ family 
members, militia fighters and religious militants from various groups, as well as 
government officials. Members of the security forces and police are, at best, non-
responsive to human rights violations committed on the basis of sexual orientation or 
gender identity, and at worst, active participants in them. People in Iraq can count on 
virtually no protection or recourse for anti-LGBT violence and discrimination. 
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DENMARK: The first male couple on Denmark’s “Dancing 
with the Stars” is stirring up controversy… & winning 

They have gone out of their way to respond to critics of two men dancing 
together on TV. 

 
By David Castillo 
 
LGBTQ Nation (06.11.2019) - https://bit.ly/2NK2l25 - Jakob Fauerby and Silas Holst are 
making Danish TV history with their appearance together on Vild med Dans, the country’s 
version of the Dancing With the Stars franchise. 
 
The pair is the first same-sex couple in the show’s 16-year history and so far they have 
scored the highest points in four out of eight episodes. And this Friday they’ll compete once 
again in a season that has surprised many, especially Fauerby himself. 
 
“Not in my wildest dreams did I anticipate this,” said Fauerby, a Copenhagen-based actor 
who said that his goal all along, aside from becoming a better dancer, was to show people 
that same-sex dancing was something they could tolerate. 
 
The experience, says Fauerby – best known for his membership in the satirical group 
PLATT-FORM – has been an “amazing rollercoaster.” Even in liberal Denmark, the news 
that the wildly popular show would feature two men dancing sparked controversy among 
some long-time fans. The criticism ranged from the ugly, like those that complained about 
how it was “unnatural,” to laments about how few beautiful dancing gowns the season 
would showcase. Many more wondered who would be “the man” and who would be “the 
woman.” 
 
Through it all, Fauerby has maintained a positive outlook, confident that what he is doing 
is good for his fellow Danes, especially his fellow LGBTQ brothers and sisters. It was 
actually Fauerby’s decision to set the condition of dancing with another male. 
 
“I had already thought that if they called me, I would ask if it was possible to dance with 
a man,” said Fauerby. “So, when they called and I asked, they said it was probably 
something they could talk about.” 
 
A few days later he received the good news that his request could be met. Fauerby credits 
the producers for creating the opportunity, noting that he believes producers probably 
wanted to feature a same-sex couple for quite some time but that they were unsure about 
how to ask someone to represent the LGBTQ community. They also had to find the right 
professional dancer who was willing to participate. 
 
“It’s difficult to ask someone ‘Hey do you want to be in the show, but do you want to be 
the LGBT representation of it?’” he said. “So, I think they just waited for someone to 
express the willingness to do it themselves.” 
 
As for the dancer, they found an enthusiastic participant in Silas Holst, a Vild med Dans 
favorite who came back from a five-year break to dance with Fauerby. 
 
“I am absolutely delighted, but it is even more important to me that we do well,” Holst told 
Danish outlet B.T. 
 
They have indeed done quite well. In the show’s premier, they scored 18 points, placing 
first with the highest score of the night. The next week, they received the highest score  
again with 23 points. 
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Watching them dance, it is no wonder that the pair has been victorious in half of the shows 
that have aired so far. Indeed, many of the comments from fans have pointed out that it 
can be sometimes hard to tell who is the professional and who is the amateur. 
 
Throughout the competition, Fauerby has met his critics and detractors head-on. He has 
made the rounds on TV news shows and radio call-in shows to speak directly to his critics. 
But he says he understands why there are such strong feelings about it, especially in the 
age of streaming and on-demand. 
 
“We are a small country of only 5.6 million people, and every Friday more than a million 
people tune in to watch the show and many more watch it on-demand afterward,” said 
Fauerby. “There are very few shows that everyone sees, and this is one of them, so there 
are a lot of feelings connected to it.” 
 
So Fauerby has tried to meet these people where they are in order to understand them 
better, but also to let them know that he has no plans on “ruining” the show, just that he 
wants to do his best. Of most importance to the actor, however, is the representation his 
appearance brings to the LGBTQ community. 
 
“For me, in my living room, when I dance at home, I dance with a man,” said Fauerby. 
“When I was a child, I never saw representation. We’re just one couple out of 160 in 16 
years. So for me if a young boy, girl, or trans person has the opportunity to see that 
positive representation as part of a TV show that is empowering in itself. 
 
Much of the early criticism hurled at the news centered on a fear of sexualization of the 
competition. It is a fear Fauerby hopes has been dashed since his debut. 
 
“What happened after the first two shows is that people saw weren’t going to have anal 
sex on stage,” said Fauerby with some laughter. “It is feelings. It is sensuality. But it is not 
sexuality. It’s just two people dancing.” 
 
The representation Fauerby has striven to showcase has also extended beyond the stage 
and into his family life. Just over two weeks ago, he and his husband Anders, together with 
their good friend Rebecca, welcomed to the world a new baby girl. 
 
In fact, she arrived on a Friday night, which is when the show airs live. He, Anders, and 
Rebecca had been musing for several months about what might happen if she decided to 
come on a show night. After his daughter was born, he traveled to the studio to prepare 
for the show. 
 
“I missed the rehearsal, arrived an hour before the show started, did a quick press 
conference, then got into makeup and danced the show,” he said. “We are a rainbow 
family, and it’s been overwhelming and amazing.” 
 
At 42, Fauerby says one thing about this opportunity that he has found most incredible is 
the privilege he has to learn dance from a professional dancer. 
 
“To learn something that you weren’t able to do before is an enormous privilege,” said 
Fauerby. “For several hours a day, one of the best dancers, not only in Denmark, but in 
the world is teaching me how to dance and that is just amazing.” 
 
Fauerby also credits the platform the show has given him to take a stand for LGBTQ rights 
and visibility. The privilege to do so is not lost on him, and he has taken every opportunity 
he’s been given to make sure that voice is heard. 
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“Having this tremendous power to have access to speech, the privilege of having a voice 
is something I take very seriously,” he said. “And something has changed. We were 
standing at the Royal Theater with more than a million people watching us at home dancing 
the rumba. That has not been done before in Denmark.” 
 
As for LGBTQ people outside of Denmark, Fauerby hopes that they see his participation on 
the show and understand just why visibility is so important and that they act. 
 
“LGBTQ people with resources, access, and courage should know that representation is so 
important. That’s easy for me to say because I live in a rich country, in a democracy that 
works, with legislation that works, where women’s rights are in place, where gay rights are 
in place,” said Fauerby. “We have a lot of fights here, especially regarding transgender 
people, but the legislation is there. So I’m privileged, but I cannot tell someone in Saudi 
Arabia to go out and fight.” 
 
“So if you live in a place where your safety isn’t jeopardized, then please go out and be 
visible. Show the world that being you is okay.” 
 
Jakob Fauerby and Silas Holst will compete this in week nine of the show, which airs Friday 
nights at 8 p.m. on Denmark’s TV2. 
 

PANAMA: Panamanians protest proposed ban on 
marriage equality 

Amendment would define marriage as between a man and a woman. 
 
By Cristian González Cabrera & Adolfo Berríos Riaño 
 
HRW (06.11.2019) - https://bit.ly/2rGjW2x - Update: On November 8, President Cortizo 
recommended that many of the controversial constitutional amendments be scrapped, 
including the one banning marriage equality. The National Assembly will revisit the 
constitutional reforms in the next legislative session in 2020. 
 
“They are gay and they cannot enter,” said legislator Jairo “Bolota” Salazar on October 29 
about a group of protesters outside the Panamanian National Assembly, as he barred them 
from entering the building. 
 
This affront encapsulates the grievances of protesters who have taken to the streets of 
Panama City to protest against constitutional reforms preliminarily approved by the 
legislature last week. One of these would amend the constitution to define marriage as 
between a man and a woman. Panama already excludes same-sex couples from marriage 
under Article 26 of its Family Code. But writing discrimination into the constitution would 
effectively bar lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people from being equal 
members of Panamanian society. 
 
The past week’s protests, to which police have reportedly responded with arbitrary 
detentions and excessive force, address issues beyond marriage equality. Protesters are 
angered by legislators’ proposals to modify the national budget and even appoint a special 
prosecutor who could pursue charges against state attorneys that investigate them. But 
Representative Bolota Salazar’s homophobic comments have brought the issue of marriage 
front and center, with President Laurentino Cortizo condemning the comments and 
affirming, “We are here to serve the country and that means not turning our backs on 
citizens.” 
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The proposed constitutional reform follows a wave of regional progress on marriage 
equality. In 2018, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights issued an advisory opinion 
calling on states to take steps towards achieving marriage equality. Argentina, Brazil, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Uruguay, and many Mexican states already perform same-sex 
marriages, with Costa Rica slated to start doing so in 2020. Enshrining anti-LGBT 
discrimination in its constitution would put Panama out of step with its neighbors. 
 
While Bolota Salazar has walked back his homophobic remarks, he and fellow Democratic 
Revolutionary Party (PRD) members say they have no intention of scrapping the 
discriminatory proposal. Pro-equality protestors and their allies plan to maintain pressure 
on the president ahead of his statement on the reforms on November 7. Further legislative 
debates are to take place in 2020, followed by a referendum on the reforms. 
 
Though Bolota Salazar shut LGBT protesters out of the National Assembly last week, 
legislators will have a chance to reexamine their demands in the next legislative session 
and make some room for them in Panamanian society. 
 

WORLD: Facebook under fire after ads for anti-HIV drug 
PrEP deemed political 

Instagram requires ads by LGBTQ-focused health center to go through 
verification process. 

 
By André Wheeler 
 
The Guardian (31.10.2019) - https://bit.ly/2WKe5EN - Facebook is facing backlash after it 
classified advertisements for an HIV prevention drug as political advertising. 
 
Apicha, a New York health center that caters to LGBTQ patients, said last week the tech 
giant initially blocked ads it tried to run on Instagram that aimed to raise awareness of 
PrEP, an FDA-approved anti-HIV medication sold under the brand name Truvada. 
 
Apicha says the ads in question feature queer and trans Pacific Islander artists speaking 
on PrEP and its personal benefits. The ads were to be part of PrEP Aware Week – an 
initiative by the New York state department of health to increase usage of the drug, 
especially within POC and LGBTQ communities. (New cases of HIV infections are 
disproportionately higher among queer men of color.) 
 
But Instagram required the ads to undergo a verification process to identify the advertiser 
and funding source. 
 
The decision was confusing to those who work at Apicha. “We have been running health 
ads for years. We have ads running on Facebook that promote PrEP use for women, and 
we didn’t have any issue with those,” said Phillip Miner, Apicha’s director of grants and 
communication. 
 
Over the last year, Facebook, which purchased Instagram in 2012, has adopted a 
verification process for political advertisers on its platforms and a broader definition of 
what is and isn’t political. The changes come as Facebook works to prevent a repeat of the 
Russian influence campaign that used its platforms to interfere in the 2016 US elections. 
 
However, the new rules have led to seemingly apolitical ads being classified as political. 
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Gilead, the maker of Truvada, said efforts to promote sexual health and reduce new sexual 
infections require “creative and innovative solutions”. 
 
The company voiced disapproval of Facebook’s actions. “Efforts to heighten awareness of 
PrEP are undermined by limiting the reach of community-based education and outreach 
campaigns,” Gilead wrote in a statement to the Guardian. 
 
Facebook counts any ad that advocates for or against a social issue as a political ad. The 
company’s list of “social issues” includes topics like education, crime, and health. 
 
After speaking with Facebook employees, Miner believes Apicha’s ads were considered 
political because they touch on health. “So anytime someone posts an ad that is health 
related, it should trigger this process,” he said. 
 
But the situation may be even more complicated. Facebook’s rules state that political health 
ads include “discussion, debate, and/or advocacy for or against topics including but not 
limited to healthcare reform and access to healthcare”. 
 
According to the company’s guide, an ad that says “We fight for everyone in our community 
to have access to the quality healthcare that all families deserve” is political. 
 
Under these rules, Facebook may be deem statements like “All gay men deserve access to 
PrEP” political. 
 
On Thursday, Miner informed the Guardian, after undergoing Facebook’s verification 
process, Apicha’s ads were now running on Instagram. 
 
A Facebook spokesperson told the Guardian: “We allow ads that promote health care 
services on Facebook. We require extra steps before ads can run if they also advocate for 
or against certain social issues, like equal access to health care. We saw bad actors abuse 
these kinds of topics in 2016 so, while we don’t want to create unnecessary obstacles for 
people, we think it’s important to increase transparency to better protect elections on 
Facebook.” 
 
The tension between Apicha and Facebook highlights how the company’s new approach 
towards political advertising inadvertently politicizes key aspects of LGBTQ people’s day-
to-day lives. 
 
Last year, the Washington Post examined how advertisements by LGBTQ groups – including 
announcements for LGBTQ youth proms, the Long Island Pride parade, and a baseball 
game – were being blocked. 
 
“We do not consider all ads that relate to LGBT under this policy, but rather only those that 
advocate for various policies or political positions, which several of these ads do,” the 
company said at the time.  
 
The renewed examinations of how Facebook’s policies can negatively affect marginalized 
groups comes as Democratic candidates call on Facebook to change its policies on political 
ads. 
 
On Wednesday afternoon, the Twitter CEO, Jack Dorsey, announced the company would 
ban all political advertising. 
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US: Trans athletes are posting victories and shaking up 
sports 

Transgender athletes at all levels of sport are winning medals, spurring a 
contentious debate over the future of gendered competition. 

 
By Christie Aschwanden 
 
WIRED (29.10.2019) - https://bit.ly/34DQdWf - Transgender athletes are having a 
moment. At all levels of sport, they’re stepping onto the podium and into the headlines. 
New Zealand weightlifter Laurel Hubbard won two gold medals at the Pacific Games, and 
college senior CeCé Telfer became the US National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) 
Division II national champion in the 400-meter run. Another senior, June Eastwood, has 
been instrumental to her cross-country team’s success. At the high school level, Terry 
Miller won the girls’ 200-meter dash at Connecticut’s state open championship track meet. 
 
These recent performances are inherently praiseworthy—shining examples of what humans 
can accomplish with training and effort. But as more transgender athletes rise to the top 
of their fields, some vocal opponents are also expressing outrage at what they see as 
transgender athletes ruining sports for cisgendered girls and women. 
 
These issues have come to a head in Connecticut, where a conservative Christian group 
called Alliance Defending Freedom has filed a legal complaint on behalf of three high school 
athletes who are seeking to bar transgender girls from competing in the girls category. In 
Connecticut, as in more than a dozen other states, high school athletes are allowed to 
compete in the category that matches their gender identity. According to ADF legal counsel 
Christiana Holcomb, two transgender athletes—Miller and another runner, Andraya 
Yearwood—“have amassed 15 different state championship titles that were once held by 
nine different girls across the state.” The US Department of Education’s office for civil rights 
is now investigating the group’s complaint. 
 
Nowhere are the debates around transgender rights as stark as they are in sports, where 
the temptation to draw a hard biological line has run up against the limits of what science 
can offer. The outcome, at least so far, is an inconsistent mix of rules that leaves almost 
nothing resolved. 
 
In the NCAA, for example, transgender women can compete on women’s teams after 
they’ve completed one year of testosterone suppression treatment. But the organization 
doesn’t place limits on what a transgender athlete’s testosterone levels can be. The 
International Olympic Committee has more granular rules: Transgender women can 
compete in the women’s category as long as their blood testosterone levels have been 
maintained below 10 nano moles per liter for a minimum of 12 months. Cisgender men 
typically have testosterone levels of 7.7 to 29.4 nano moles per liter, while premenopausal 
cis women are generally 1.7 nmol/L or less. Meanwhile, the governing body of track and 
field just adopted a 5nmol/L limit. 
 
So which approach is most fair? “Fair is a very subjective word,” says Joanna Harper, a 
transgender woman, distance runner, and researcher who served on the IOC committee 
that developed that organization’s current rules. It boils down to whom you’re trying to be 
fair to, Harper says. “To billions of typical women who cannot compete with men at high 
levels of sport?” Or “a very repressed minority in transgender people who only want to 
enjoy the same things that everybody else does, including participation in sports?” 
 
Transgender women’s performances generally decline as their testosterone does. But not 
every male advantage dissipates when testosterone drops. Some advantages, such as their 
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bigger bone structure, greater lung capacity, and larger heart size remain, says Alison 
Heather, a physiologist at the University of Otago in New Zealand. Testosterone also 
promotes muscle memory—an ability to regain muscle mass after a period of detraining—
by increasing the number of nuclei in muscles, and these added nuclei don’t go away. So 
transgender women have a heightened ability to build strength even after they transition, 
Heather says. 
 
One way to address these issues, Heather and her colleagues wrote in an essay published 
in the Journal of Medical Ethics, would be to create a handicap system that uses an 
algorithm to account for physiological parameters such as testosterone, hemoglobin levels, 
height, and endurance capacity, as well as social factors like gender identity and 
socioeconomic status. “Such an algorithm would be analogous to the divisions in the 
Paralympics, and may also include paralympians,” they write. Instead of two divisions, 
male and female, there would be multiple ones and “athletes would be placed into a division 
which best mitigates unfair physical and social parameters.” The algorithm would need to 
be sport-specific, and Heather and her colleagues acknowledge that producing it would be 
a difficult task. 
 
Another approach would be to create a third category for people who don’t fit neatly into 
the male/female dichotomy (including intersex people, who are born with a mix of male 
and female traits). Although this might sound like a simple solution, Harper says that “As 
a transgender person myself, I don’t want to compete in a third category, which many 
people would see as a freak category.” It could also limit opportunities for transgender 
athletes if there are not enough of them to fill out a team or category. 
 
For all the hand-wringing about transgender women ruining women’s sport, so far there’s 
little evidence of that happening. Although CeCé Telfer and June Eastwood garnered 
attention for their outstanding performances on women’s collegiate running teams, they 
are hardly the only transgender athletes in the NCAA. Helen Carroll is a LGBTQ sports 
advocate who worked on the NCAA transgender handbook. Through her advocacy work, 
she has interacted extensively with transgender athletes and she estimates there are 
somewhere in the neighborhood of 150 to 200 transgender athletes currently competing 
in NCAA sports. Most of them “you don’t hear a thing about,” she says, because their 
participation hasn’t caused controversy. 
 
Sport can be a life-saver for transgender people, who are at high risk of suicide, Carroll 
says. “They’ve been fighting themselves and feeling like they were in the wrong body, and 
sport gives them a place to be happy about their body and what it can do.” 
 
Where to draw the line between inclusiveness for transgender athletes and fairness for cis 
ones is an ethical question that ultimately requires value judgements that can only be 
informed, not decided, by science. Even basic notions of a level playing field aren’t easy to 
codify. Which means that at some point the question of who is a woman becomes a cultural 
inquiry: How athletically outstanding can a girl or woman be before we no longer see her 
as female? 
 

NORTHERN IRELAND: Northern Ireland strikes victory for 
equality 

Legal green light for abortion services, same-sex marriage only a first step. 
 
By Philippa H Stewart 
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HRW (24.10.2019) - https://bit.ly/2JvCLvn - Clocks over Northern Ireland were counting 
down as the region prepared for a leap toward furthering equality. 
 
At midnight on Monday (21.10.2019), legislation came into force that decriminalized 
abortion and legalized same-sex marriage in Northern Ireland. 
 
The celebrations were widespread – on Twitter, people posted photographs of countdown 
clocks, and women’s rights campaigners took to the streets to celebrate. 
 
According to the legislation, same-sex weddings will be able to take place starting February 
2020. The government has until April 2020 to put in place the types of abortion services 
available in other parts of the country. In the meantime, it must cover the costs for women 
from Northern Ireland who travel to other parts of the United Kingdom for services. 
 
These changes came about when campaigners leveraged the fact that Northern Ireland’s 
own governing Assembly hadn’t convened since early 2017 to push for legal reform via 
Westminster. While adopting legislation regulating Westminster’s legal power in Northern 
Ireland during the power vacuum, UK MPs included amendments that extended rights to 
marriage equality and access to abortion to Northern Ireland. 
 
The Northern Ireland Assembly had until October 21 to convene if it wanted to block the 
amendments taking effect. That didn’t happen, despite last-ditch efforts by some of the 
region’s socially conservative politicians. This resistance could be a sign of things to come, 
with the political will to make it possible to exercise these rights in doubt. 
 
Marriage equality requires marriage licenses as well as people to conduct ceremonies, 
make cakes, and provide venues. Safe abortions means not only access to abortion 
services, but also counselling, advice, education, and aftercare. 
 
Human Rights Watch has seen that legal changes are not enough to ensure acceptance. 
 
In the United States, celebrations over marriage equality in 2015 were followed by a series 
of stories about people refusing to provide wedding services, as well as same-sex couples 
struggling to adopt. Marriage equality needs antidiscrimination laws to back it up. 
 
Increasing access to abortion is sometimes thwarted by allowing health care providers 
overly broad claims to conscientious objection that result in refusals to perform the 
procedure. Comprehensive reproductive rights also require comprehensive sexuality 
education for children, including how to avoid pregnancy and options they have in the 
event of an unwanted pregnancy. Too many governments, including the one in Northern 
Ireland, fail to provide this. 
 
The next few months will be telling for Northern Ireland, and after the celebrations fade, 
campaigners will need to keep checking that what they fought so hard for comes to fruition. 
 
 

WORLD: UN treaty bodies advance LGBTI rights 

The UN treaty bodies are increasingly scrutinizing states’ treatment of LGBTI 
persons, and this is having positive local impact. 

 
By Kseniya Kirichenko 
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OpenGlobalRights (22.10.2019) - https://bit.ly/2BQWKjI - Currently, there are nine core 
international human rights treaties, but none of them explicitly mentions sexual 
orientation, gender identity and expression, or sex characteristics (SOGIESC) or the rights 
of gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) people. Of course, most of the 
treaties were adopted long ago when the LGBTI human rights discourse was yet to be 
developed. But it is also true that so long as 70 UN Member States still criminalize 
consensual same-sex sexual acts, it would be difficult to amend the treaties. 
 
At the same time, the interpretation and application of these nine international treaties by 
the treaty bodies has taken into account that social relations and legislative and political 
practices are changing at the local and regional level. Although the treaties don’t mention 
SOGIESC or LGBTI, each of the Committees has referred to these terms in their documents. 
 
Over the last five years, the number of references to SOGIESC/LGBTI by all treaty bodies 
in their concluding observations (recommendations they make to states when considering 
state reports) has increased two and a half times from 54 references in 2014, to 138 in 
2018. In 2016–2018, such references were included in half of the concluding observations, 
and the UN Human Rights Committee considered LGBTI issues in its reviews of every state 
in 2017 and 2018. 
 
Further, the references to trans people have more than doubled (from 48 in 2014 to 104 
in 2018), and the stand-alone references to specific problems of trans people (e.g. legal 
gender recognition or access to hormone therapy) have more than tripled (from 7 in 2014 
to 24 in 2018). 
 
The treaty bodies have taken into account that social relations and legislative and 
political practices are changing at the local and regional level. 
 
The changes related to the human rights of intersex people are even more substantial. The 
references to intersex people have increased more than five times (from 14 in 2014 to 74 
in 2018), and the stand-alone references to specific problems of intersex people (primarily, 
forcible surgeries on children) have increased from zero in 2014 to 15 in 2018. 
 
The intersectional approach developed by the treaty bodies is another trend indicative of 
their deeper understanding of LGBTI human rights: for example, the UN Committee on the 
Elimination of Discrimination Against Women referred to the issue of so-called “corrective 
rape” of lesbian women, and the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
analyzed the situation of LGBTI people living with disabilities and the problem of 
“conversion therapy”. 
 
The treaty bodies' jurisprudence in deciding individual cases has also considerably evolved 
in analyzing the situation of LGBTI people. In 1992, the UN Human Rights Committee 
considered for the first time a state’s violation of its international obligations pertaining to 
sexual orientation in the case Toonen v. Australia. The Committee found that 
criminalization of consensual same-sex sexual acts violated the right to privacy. The 
decision marked a turning point not only in the understanding of human rights at the UN 
level, but also in the evolution of national legislation and jurisprudence in many countries 
from India to South Africa, and from Fiji to Colombia. 
 
Today, three treaty bodies have already ruled on LGBTI-related cases, and the total 
number of decisions has amounted to 30 (of which 23 were handed down over the past 10 
years and 16 over the past five years). More individual complaints are still pending.  
 
Significant changes were made possible because of the voices and energy of 
LGBTI activists. 
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However, the ultimate goal goes beyond the evolution of the UN’s discourse per se, and 
includes promoting changes at the local level that will impact individual lives. In recent 
years, we have seen many examples where recommendations by the treaty bodies led to 
actual transformations at the local level. 
 
For example, Russian trans activists submitted their report to the Committee on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights and participated in its session in Geneva in 2017. As a result, 
the Committee issued its first recommendation to Russia on the need for legal gender 
recognition for trans people. This recommendation resulted in certain shifts in Russia: a 
political party included the matter in its agenda, and, more importantly, the Russian Health 
Ministry adopted a new protocol for legal gender recognition that allowed trans individuals 
to change identity documents without having to undergo gender reassignment surgery. 
 
Those active in the LGBTI movement must maintain our agency even when we are 
criminalized, discriminated against, subjected to violence or excluded. By doing so, we 
transform our traumatic experiences into power and thus actively alter the space around 
us and become visible. I believe that such an approach is important at any level, including 
the universal system of human rights or the UN treaty bodies. The significant changes I 
mentioned above were made possible because of the voices and energy of all those LGBTI 
activists who communicated with the treaty bodies, gathered information, submitted 
reports and worked on the implementation of the recommendations. 
 
Yet, many issues are yet to be resolved, especially for more vulnerable groups within the 
community. The treaty bodies need to better understand the specific problems of certain 
groups within the LGBTI community: for example, no recommendations have been made 
regarding bisexual people. A clearer legal framework to protect those suffering from 
multiple forms of discrimination is required. We are still waiting for the treaty body 
decisions on complaints arising from hate crimes against LGBTI people—they must 
recognize the obligation on states to ensure effective investigations of such cases. 
 
Everyone has human rights, and every one of us can influence this system through our 
experiences. I believe that we can achieve more. The UN treaty bodies are critical and 
could be even more effective by strengthening their mechanisms to monitor the 
implementation of their recommendations. 
 

AUSTRALIA: World Pride 2023 will take place in Sydney, 
Australia. Here’s why that matters so much 

Australia isn't perfect on LGBTQ rights, but they've been helpful to their queer 
regional neighbors. 

 
By Daniel Villarreal 
 
LGBTQ Nation (20.10.2019) - https://bit.ly/2MXY9ue - The InterPride network just 
selected Sydney, Australia as the host city for World Pride 2023, making it the first 
Australian city and the first city in the southern hemisphere ever to host the global LGBTQ 
event. 
 
We recently ran a column written by Alex Greenwich, the only out gay Australian Member 
of Parliament, explaining why Sydney would make an ideal World Pride host — so we 
consider this a victory for both them and us! 
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In his LGBTQ Nation column, Greenwich touted Australia’s leadership in helping expand 
queer rights on that side of the world, especially in countries where queerness is 
criminalized and queer people can’t access healthcare: 
 
“World Pride is not just an amazing celebration, it’s about making a real difference … [in] 
changing the lives of LGBTQ people in need. In the Asia-Pacific region that need is great…. 
Australia also has a proud record of calling out human rights abuses in our region and also 
providing financial aid for HIV and AIDS programs. But we don’t know it all, and always 
need help and invite the world down under to take vital efforts for the LGBTQ community 
in our region to the next level.” 
 
The theme for 2023 will be “Fearless,” and the event itself could highlight critical issues 
facing queer people in the eastern part of the globe. 
 
The Star Observer points out that World Pride 2023 will be “held in conjunction with the 
2023 Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras… Australia’s largest annual LGBTQI event.” 
 
As such, World Pride will show international LGBTQ tourists the allure of Sydney as a travel 
destination and the spectacle of their Mardi Gras, an event which, like U.S. Pride marches, 
arose from protests against police brutality. 
 
The first 2000 WorldPride has held in Rome. Since then, the event has been held in 
Jerusalem, London, Toronto, Madrid and New York City. In 2021 the event will be held in 
the twin cities of Copenhagen, Denmark and Malmo, Sweden. 
 

UGANDA: Brutal killing of gay activist 

Amid attacks, officials threaten death penalty for LGBT people. 
 
HRW (15.10.2019) - https://bit.ly/31ecEz1 - Ugandan authorities should thoroughly 
investigate the fatal attack on October 4, 2019 on an activist for the rights of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people, Human Rights Watch said today. The death of 
the activist, Brian Wasswa, comes as the Ugandan government calls for reintroducing an 
anti-homosexuality bill that would provide the death penalty for consensual same-sex acts. 
 
Wasswa, 28, was attacked at his home in Jinja, a city in eastern Uganda. Wasswa had 
worked since 2017 as a paralegal trained by Human Rights Awareness and Promotion 
Forum (HRAPF), a legal aid organization that supports vulnerable communities, including 
LGBT people. Wasswa also worked as a peer educator with The AIDS Support Organization 
(TASO), a Ugandan nongovernmental organization dedicated to HIV/AIDS prevention, 
treatment, and care, where he conducted HIV outreach to LGBT people. Justine Balya, a 
legal officer with HRAPF, said Wasswa was social, well-loved, and committed to counseling 
young people living with HIV about the importance of adhering to treatment. 
 
Days after Wasswa’s murder, Ethics and Integrity Minister Simon Lokodo told reporters 
that parliament planned to introduce a bill that would criminalize so-called “promotion and 
recruitment” by gay people, and would include the death penalty for “grave” consensual 
same-sex acts. The proposed measure echoes Uganda’s 2014 Anti-Homosexuality Act, 
which criminalized the undefined “promotion” of homosexuality and early drafts included 
the death penalty for “aggravated homosexuality.” The Constitutional Court nullified the 
2014 law on procedural grounds. Nevertheless, its passage contributed to violence, 
discrimination, evictions, and arbitrary arrests of LGBT people, as Human Rights Watch 
and Amnesty International documented. 
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“In the wake of the horrific murder of Brian Wasswa, the Ugandan government should be 
making it crystal clear that violence is never acceptable, regardless of one’s sexual 
orientation or gender identity,” said Oryem Nyeko, Africa researcher at Human Rights 
Watch. “Instead, a government minister charged with ethics and integrity is threatening 
to have gay people killed at the hands of the state.” 
 
Uganda has experienced a rise in homophobic rhetoric from the government at high levels 
in recent weeks. In addition to Minister Lokodo’s threat to revive the anti-homosexuality 
bill, Security Minister Elly Tumwine claimed in an October 3 television interview that LGBT 
people were linked to an alleged terrorist group. 
 
Wasswa, who lived alone in a house in a fenced compound containing other houses, was 
attacked in his home on October 4. Edward Mwebaza, deputy executive director of HRAPF, 
said that neighborhood children found the door open at around 5 p.m., went into the house, 
and found Wasswa unconscious, lying in a pool of blood. Neighbors rushed Wasswa to Jinja 
Hospital, where doctors found that he was still alive but had been struck on the head 
multiple times by a sharp object. When Wasswa did not respond to treatment, on October 
5, his colleagues at HRAPF requested an ambulance to transfer him to Mulago Hospital in 
Kampala, Uganda’s capital city, one hour away. Wasswa died in the ambulance en route to 
Kampala. 
 
Police from Jinja’s Central Police Station have opened investigations. They identified the 
murder instrument, a short-handled hoe found in Wasswa’s home, and interviewed one 
witness who saw another man in Wasswa’s home several hours before Wasswa was found 
unconscious, HRAPF reported. 
 
Mwebaza told Human Rights Watch that Wasswa was openly gay and gender non-
conforming, sometimes describing himself as transgender. HRAPF urged the police to 
investigate the possibility that the murder may have been a hate crime. 
 
Mwebaza said that three other gay and transgender people had been killed in Uganda in 
recent months, amid the climate of increasingly hostile statements by politicians around 
LGBT rights. On August 1, a group of motorcycle taxi drivers beat a young transgender 
woman, Fahad Ssemugooma Kawere, to death in Wakiso District, near Kampala, HRAPF 
and other Ugandan activists reported. 
 
HRAPF itself has also experienced previous violent attacks. In February 2018, two security 
guards were seriously injured during a violent break-in at the organization’s Kampala 
offices, and in 2016, a HRAPF security guard was beaten to death. No one was brought to 
justice for either attack. Other organizations working on sensitive issues, such as land 
rights and the rights of journalists and women, also have experienced break-ins and in 
some cases attacks on security guards. 
 
“It is incumbent on the Ugandan authorities to deliver justice for the murder of Brian 
Wasswa,” Nyeko said. “Police should conduct thorough investigations, and political leaders 
should refrain from any rhetoric that might encourage violence against LGBT people.” 
 

BRAZIL / EU: Marielle Franco is the first-ever LGBTI 
person to be on the Sakharov Prize shortlist 

EP LGBTI Intergroup (10.10.2019) - https://bit.ly/2IUsOY1 - The European Parliament 
announced the finalists for the Sakharov Prize on 9 October 2019. And for the first time in 
its 30 years of existence, a person from the LGBTI community is on the list: Marielle Franco. 
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Marielle Franco was a Brazilian politician, feminist and human rights defender. A black 
bisexual activist, she fought for the rights of women, young black people, favela residents 
and LGBTI people in Brazil until she was brutally murdered in March 2018, aged 38. 
 
Marielle Franco and Jean Wyllys, openly gay Brazilian politician and LGBTI rights defender, 
now in exile in Europe, were together the first-ever nominees for the Sakharov Prize to 
come from the LGBTI community. Jean Wyllys’ nomination was withdrawn at his request 
so other human rights defenders from Brazil, Chief Raoni and Claudelice Silva dos Santos, 
could be on the shortlist. 
 
“With this nomination, the European Parliament takes a strong stand against rampant and 
inacceptable violence against LGBTI people, in Brazil and around the world. But it is also 
sending a strong message to public figures – such as President Bolsonaro – who are 
condoning violence against LGBTI people: we will not accept this any longer,” said Terry 
Reintke, Co-Chair of the LGBTI Intergroup. 
 
72 countries worldwide still criminalise homosexuality, yet none of them kills as many 
LGBTI people yearly as Brazil. Same-sex couples may have the right to marry and adopt 
children in Brazil, but this is not enough to protect the whole community against increasing 
violence, sometimes encouraged by public figures such as President Bolsonaro himself. 
 
Brazil holds a sad record: the world highest LGBT murder rate. In 2017, more than 380 
murders against LGBT people were registered – a 30% increase compared to 2016 
(according to the Gay Grupo de Bahia). That’s more than one person killed per day simply 
because of who they are. And this doesn’t even take into account the high numbers of 
suicides in the LGBTI community. 
 
Marielle Franco was dedicated to the defence of human rights and for this, she paid the 
price of her life. Like too many LGBTI people worldwide who are killed for simply wanting 
to be themselves. 
 
“We can only celebrate her historic nomination, for the visibility it brings to those fighting 
LGBTI-phobia but also sexism, racism, poverty and police violence. The European 
Parliament is showing its commitment to defend the human rights of everyone, regardless 
of who they are and wherever they live – because human rights are universal,” said Tanja 
Fajon, Vice-President of the LGBTI Intergroup. 
 
Since 1988, the Sakharov Prize is awarded every year by the European Parliament to 
individuals who have made an exceptional contribution to the fight for human rights across 
the globe, drawing attention to human rights violations as well as supporting the laureates 
and their cause. 
 
The 2019 laureate will be announced in December 2019. 
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TAHITI / FRENCH POLYNESIA: Vivid portraits shine light 
on Tahiti's 'third gender' 

 
Namsa Leuba 

 
By Matthew Ponsford 
 
CNN (09.10.2019) - https://cnn.it/2VryVIl - On the Polynesian island of Tahiti, there is said 
to be something akin to a sixth sense -- one that belongs to neither men nor women. 
Instead, it is the sole domain of the "mahu," a community recognized as being outside the 
traditional male-female divide. 
 
"Mahu have this other sense that men or women don't have," said Swiss-Guinean 
photographer Namsa Leuba, whose images from the island are showing at a new exhibition 
in London. "It is well known in (French Polynesia) that they have something special." 
 
In Tahiti, mahu are considered a third or "liminal" gender, born biologically male but 
recognized by peers as distinct, often from early in their lives. Their gender identity has 
been accepted on the island since time immemorial, and mahu traditionally play key social 
and spiritual roles, as guardians of cultural rituals and dances, or providers of care for 
children and elders. 
 
Leuba's new photo series, "Illusions: The Myth of the 'Vahine' through Gender Dysphoria," 
shows the diversity of gender identities in French Polynesia, where the photographer 
spends half her year. 
 
In a telephone interview from Tahiti, Leuba said the additional power that the Mahu 
apparently possess is difficult to describe. It is, she explained, a mixture of empathy, 
intuition, generosity and creativity – all words that might be applied to Leuba’s wide-
ranging photography. 
 
Unseen identities 
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Since graduating from the Lausanne University of Art and Design (ECAL) in 2010, Leuba 
has developed an approach that mixes elements of documentary photography with the rich 
staging of fashion shoots. The result is something she calls "docu-fiction." 
 
Describing herself as African-European (her mother is Guinean and her father is Swiss), 
Leuba said she aims to reflect, through fiction, realities made invisible when viewed 
through a Western colonial lens. 
 
In 2011, she traveled to the Guinean capital, Conakry, for a project that would set the tone 
for her later work. Exploring animist beliefs in the city, she brought portraits of regular 
people -- mostly strangers she met on the street -- to life with elaborate poses and 
backdrops. 
 
The project, along with later work across Africa, confronted the legacy of colonialism and 
considered how Western perceptions have impacted present-day societies. And Leuba 
developed these ideas further in Tahiti. 
 
Images from the series are on show at a new all-female London gallery, Boogie Wall. They 
aim to show the complex gender and sexual identities that exist in Tahiti, directly attacking 
stereotypes that rely on exoticism and the sexualization of Polynesian women. 
 
Mahu's traditional artistic roles have made them a subject of fascination for visiting artists 
including Paul Gauguin, whose 19th-century portraits of young Tahitians strongly 
influenced Western impressions of Polynesian culture while painting a controversial picture 
of an exotic and sexually permissive paradise. 
 
Central to these stereotypes was the ideal of the "vahine." The term, which translates 
simply as "woman," came to be used in the West to mean submissive girls or young 
women, embodied in the sexualized poses in Gauguin's paintings (indeed, he would marry 
a girl in her early teens during a visit to the island in 1891). 
 
Invisible genders 
 
In "Illusions," Leuba tackles both the "vahine" myth and the influence of 19th-century 
Christian missionaries, who preached the Bible's binary view on gender and instituted laws 
that criminalized relationships with mahu. 
 
The portraits are often shot in everyday surroundings, but by using bright body paint and 
stylized costume, Leuba aims to reassert the individuality of her subjects. Her images also 
include people who identify as "rae-rae," trans women who, unlike many mahu, often 
pursue gender reassignment surgery. 
 
"I already knew what I wanted to have," said Leuba. "For me, it was very important to see 
(the subject's) beauty and the power -- in my pictures, it's very strong look, a strong 
posture -- and to (allow them to) make themselves beautiful" 
 
Leuba interviews her subjects for hours before photographing them. While a few were 
cautious at first, having previously had uncomfortable experiences with voyeuristic 
photographers, she said, more began coming forward after the first images appeared in 
magazines in New York. 
 
Through use of elaborate staging, Leuba avoids the rawness typical of documentary 
photography. Instead, she said her positive, glamorous approach allows eclectic stories to 
shine, including histories of homelessness and conflict, along with journeys of acceptance 
from families and culture. 
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"Sometimes I would hear some really (tough) stuff that has happened to them, and it was 
totally not sexy or glamorous. It was difficult. And others were well-accepted by their family 
and their community," Leuba said. 
 
"All of the 'lifecycles' were totally different." 
 
Click here to see more of Namsa Leuba’s photography in “Illusions.” 
 

MONGOLIA: Charges in Mongolia LGBT attack hint at 
changing attitudes 

Police bring charges against far-right group after attack on transgender sex 
worker investigated as a hate crime. 

 
By Aubrey Menarndt & Khaliun Bayarsogt 
 
Al Jazeera (09.10.2019) - https://bit.ly/2OwKY5R - Last month, Bosoo Khukh Mongol, a 
far-right Mongolian nationalist group, teamed up with a local television station to lure a 
transgender sex worker into a hotel room. 
 
In the room, they threatened her with physical violence and forced her to describe her 
work on camera. 
 
The video was aired on the evening news and posted on Bosoo Khukh Mongol's Facebook 
page, alongside incendiary commentary accusing the LGBT community of paedophilia, 
spreading disease and compromising national security. 
 
Gay and transgender people continue to be the target of harassment and violence in 
Mongolia, although some progress has been made in recent years. 
 
In 2017, changes were made to the law to provide more protections for the LGBT 
community as well as better training for law enforcement officials on hate crimes and 
preventing and prosecuting them. 
 
"Previously, Mongolians had limited knowledge about acceptance of LGBT rights and 
dignity," said Tamir Chultemsuren, a political sociologist with the Independent Research 
Institute of Mongolia, "but now, people have more information... and so general public 
awareness has improved." 
 
Educating authorities on hate crimes 
 
The LGBT Center, a Mongolian NGO, began training the police on hate crimes and the 
implications of the 2017 criminal code after they failed to take action against an officer 
who assaulted a detained transgender woman. 
 
They have since trained more than 500 police officers, prosecutors, and judges. 
 
Now, the Mongolian police force has guidelines for processing transgender individuals: In 
police custody, transgender individuals are treated according to the gender they identify 
as, regardless of their state-issued identification.  
 
"Compared with 2017, I see an improvement, especially from the Crime and Investigation 
Division," said Baldangombo Altangerel, the LGBT Center’s legal director who was 
responsible for overseeing the police training programme. 
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Following Bosoo Khukh Mongol's harassment of the transgender women last month, the 
Human Rights Commission of Mongolia submitted a formal request to the police to 
investigate the incident under the new criminal code. 
 
Mongolian police told Al Jazeera they are investigating the case as a hate crime and, in late 
September, they brought formal charges against Bosoo Khukh Mongol leader, Gankhuyag 
Ganzorig. They have not taken action against the TV station. 
 
The woman, who prefers to remain anonymous, has worked with the police and is being 
treated as a victim, a sign of progress as historically, rape and sexual violence against 
Mongolia’s LGBT community have not been prosecuted. 
 
Growing support 
 
The LGBT Center has been surprised by public reaction to the incident. 
 
Kenna, Youth Programme manager for the LGBT Center, said people had posted messages 
of support on its social media page. 
 
“I’ve noticed that people speaking up for LGBT rights has increased,” Kenna said, “People 
are starting to know about the criminal code, anti-discrimination.”   
 
In October 2018, Kenna launched the Mongolian Queer Podcast, a well-received podcast 
which recently completed its third season. 
 
The podcast focuses on providing advice and support, profiling those who are already out 
and proud to highlight their experiences for others in the community as well as non-LGBT 
people to underline social support and acceptance. 
 
In 2014, Mongolia’s first pride parade was held with only 15 participants; in August of this 
year, an estimated 250 took part. 
 
On the weekends in the capital Ulaanbaatar, D.D./H.Z., Mongolia’s first gay bar, is busy. 
Zorig Alima, the owner, says his clientele has increased since police raids on the bar 
stopped after the implementation of the new criminal code. 
 
And his is no longer the only bar in town, with as many as four new places opening in 
recent years. 
 
Discrimination 
 
While Mongolia’s new criminal code has given gender and sexual minorities more protection 
from hate crimes, Baldangombo says more needs to be done to help them integrate into 
society. 
 
A 2014 report from the United Nations Development Programme found that a Mongolian 
from a gender or sexual minority was more likely to be unemployed and that an LGBT 
person's perceived risk of falling into poverty doubled when they lived openly. 
 
The situation is even more difficult for Mongolia’s transgender population because they can 
only change their gender on state-issued identification documents after undergoing gender 
reassignment surgery, which is not available in the country. As a result, they often risk 
being discriminated against upon submitting their paperwork for employment.  
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Many transgender people go into sex work - illegal in Mongolia - when they are unable to 
access formal employment, putting themselves at risk of being harassed or arrested.   
 
Marta Sukh-Ochir, a transgender woman who once worked alongside the woman attacked 
by Bosoo Khukh Mongol, told Al Jazeera she took up sex work after her family kicked her 
out and she couldn’t afford food or a home. 
 
"I actively looked for other jobs, cashier at a supermarket, receptionist at a hotel, shop 
assistant...I tried many times, she said. I applied to so many jobs. My gender expression, 
my appearance - how I looked with long hair, nails, being and acting feminine - was a 
struggle for employers." 
 
Sukh-Ochir fled Mongolia as a refugee but still worries for the safety of her friend and 
transgender people back in her homeland. 
 
While life is gradually improving for Mongolia's LGBT community, there are still a number 
of hurdles to overcome. 
 
 

FRANCE: France lacks understanding of intersex human 
rights violations 

Amendment to the French Bioethic law cements the status quo of unconsented 
surgeries on infants and children. 

 
OII Europe (09.10.2019) - https://bit.ly/2P6OlRk - Yesterday, on the 8th of October 2019, 
the national assembly in France has failed to prohibit non-vital surgeries on infants and 
children with a variation in their sex characteristics by 89 voices against 19. 
 
The now adopted amendment 2334 to the French Bioethic Law stipulates that a specialized 
pluridisciplinary teams of reference centres for rare diseases shall be in charge of the care 
of a child born with a variation in genital development and shall establish “the diagnosis as 
well as possible therapeutic proposals, including therapeutic abstention, and their 
foreseeable consequences”. 
 
Other stipulations include that the doctor shall “inform the child’s parents of the existence 
of associations specialising in supporting people with varying genital development” and 
that psycho-social care and counselling shall be provided by the multidisciplinary team 
throughout the process. 
 
Last but not least, the amendment stipulates that “the consent of the juvenile must be 
systematically sought if he or she is able to express his or her will and participate in the 
decision.” 
 
“We congratulate the French government for including the idea of therapeutic abstention 
and the stipulation that parents need to be informed about the existence of intersex 
associations. However, this amendment can only be considered a complete failure of the 
French government to protect intersex infants’ and children’s human rights and especially 
their rights to bodily autonomy and personal integrity. In France many surgical and other 
medical interventions are still performed right after birth and in the first two years of 
childhood, where the child clearly is in no position to give their consent.”, says Dan 
Christian Ghattas, Executive Director of OII Europe, and adds: “It is worrying that the 
French government not only disregards the clear call of the 2019 EU Parliament resolution 
[2018/2878(RSP), Resolution on the rights of intersex people] and the 2017 PACE 
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resolution [Resolution 2191, Promoting the human rights of and eliminating discrimination 
against intersex people] to ban non-vital interventions on intersex infants and children but 
also the French Conseil d’Etat opinion on the revision of the bioethic law, which clearly 
determines any intervention on intersex infants and children to be unethical that is non-
vital or treats an actual physical suffering.” 
 
“We would at least have expected a reference to those limits set by the Conseil d’Etat 
opinion in the law. The law as it is now, will not sufficiently protect intersex children and is 
really disappointing. Only a clear ban of all non-vital interventions would give adequate 
protection “ adds Audrey Aegerter, member of the OII Europe Executive Board. 
 
“The terminology used in the amendment again pathologize and as a result stigmatises 
intersex people. This perspective clearly does not foster a climate of social acceptance of 
bodily diversity”, points out Kitty Anderson, Co-Chair of OII Europe. 
 
French intersex activists and their allies have worked hard to make sure that include 
intersex human rights would be the basis of bioethics law amendment. As we see today, 
this work has not yet come to an end. OII Europe will stand side by side with the Collectif 
Intersexes et Allié.e.s – OII France and the GISS / Alter Corpus to make sure that intersex 
infants, children, adolescents and adults can enjoy their human rights without exception. 
 

US: 'There is no protection': case of trans woman fired 
after coming out could make history 

Aimee Stephens is at the center of the first supreme court case involving the 
civil rights of transgender people. 

 
By Dominic Rushe 
 
The Guardian (30.09.2019) - https://bit.ly/2oSDnnd - Growing up in a Southern Baptist 
family in Fayetteville, North Carolina in the 1960s the biggest problem in Aimee Stephens’ 
household was the length of her hair. 
 
“My dad thought it ought to be cut short. And he made the comment back then that only 
girls have long hair,” said Stephens smiling. Decades later, after a long struggle that had 
led her to the brink of suicide, Stephens came out as trans. She wrote to her dad, enclosing 
photos of her now. 
 
“He looked at the pictures and he said to one of my sisters: ‘She makes a better-looking 
woman than she ever did a man’,” said Stephens. “I think that was his realization that, 
after all those years we argued over hair, there was a reason.” 
 
Unfortunately for Stephens, others have not been so accepting. When Stephens came out 
at work she was fired from her job as a funeral director. Her boss, Thomas Rost, a devout 
Christian, refused to accept Stephens was a woman. Rost testified that he fired Stephens 
because she “was no longer to represent himself as a man” and “wanted to dress as a 
woman”, according to court documents, and said her proposal violated the funeral home’s 
dress code. 
 
Now 58, Stephens, modest, quietly spoken but full of steely resolve, is at the center of the 
most important LGBTQ rights case to come before the US supreme court since it ruled in 
favor of marriage equality in 2015. After years of mixed decisions in lower courts the 
justices must decide whether or not sex is a defining factor when LGBTQ people are 
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protected from discrimination at work by the Civil Rights Act, the landmark 1964 legislation 
that outlaws discrimination based on race, colour, religion, sex, or national origin. 
 
Stephens’ case is one of three discrimination cases involving LGBTQ individuals that the 
court will hear on 8 October and the first supreme court case involving the civil rights of 
transgender people. 
 
It comes as the court has become increasingly rightwing and the Trump administration has 
rolled back hard-won protections for the LGBTQ community, and especially trans people. 
The verdict – not expected until next year – will affect queer and trans people’s lives for 
generations. 
 
‘I couldn’t keep being two people’ 
 
In the summer of 2013, Stephens was fired from her job at R G and G R Harris Funeral 
Homes, a family-owned funeral business near Detroit. She had been working there for six 
years, struggling with her identity. 
 
Stephens said she knew she was different from the age of five, but she didn’t have the 
words or examples in her life to explain it. Growing up there had been no internet, no 
famous trans people in the media to identify with and no one to talk to. “I knew enough to 
know that what I was feeling was not acceptable,” said Stephens. 
 
Suffering from depression and with a suppressed “inkling” she might be trans in 2010 
Stephens sought out a therapist who gave her homework assignments, going out in public 
dressed as a woman, clothes shopping, eating in a restaurant. 
 
First she told her wife, Donna. Donna’s reaction was one of relief. “She’d seen the changes 
in me,” Stephens said. “She was afraid that I may have been cheating on her. I said, ‘Well, 
it’s kinda true, but not the way you think,’ I said, ‘I’m that other woman.’” 
 
The therapist wanted Stephens to notice other people’s reactions around her. “Quite 
frankly, there really wasn’t any reaction. Everything seemed normal.” 
 
The couple once went to a Chinese restaurant they had regularly frequented. “The owner 
asked Donna what had happened to your husband. She turned around and looked at me 
and said, that’s now my wife. His jaw fell open, he couldn’t believe the difference.” 
 
While most of her family were accepting, Stephens knew work would be different. Many of 
her co-workers knew already, but she worried about her boss. So much so that it drove 
her to the edge of despair. Tortured by the thought that she would have to spend the rest 
of her days living two lives, she considered suicide. 
 
“I got to a point that I didn’t see myself being able to go forward,” said Stephens. “But I 
knew I couldn’t go backwards either. And if I was going to be stuck in that situation, what 
was the point in going on? I couldn’t keep being two people.” 
 
About 30% of trans female teens – who identify as female but have birth certificates that 
label them as male – have attempted suicide, according to the American Academy of 
Pediatrics. The rate for trans male teens – who identify as male but were certified female 
– is over 50%. Terrible statistics that Stephens is all too aware of. “Be careful what you 
decide in respect to hiding who you are,” said Stephens. “Having been in the position of 
living two lives at once. It’s hard, really hard, and sooner or later you’re going to come to 
the point where you can’t do it any more. 
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“I would have you choose life instead of ending it all. In the long run, you’re just 
accomplishing what a lot of society wishes they could do: erase you from existence.” 
 
‘This is much bigger than I thought’ 
 
It took Stephens months to write the letter she would eventually hand to Rost. The two 
had had a good working relationship up to that point with Stephens receiving praise and 
pay awards. “I was hoping for the best outcome but that didn’t happen. So here we are,” 
she said. 
 
When Rost was handed the letter, he read it, put it in his pocket and left. Two weeks later 
he told Stephens it wasn’t going to work. He offered her 21 days’ severance and a deal 
that would sign away her right to take legal action. “I couldn’t do that,” said Stephens. 
“There was too much at stake.” 
 
Stephens’ case is not unusual. Only 21 out of the 50 states in the US have specific civil 
rights protections for LGBTQ people. While it is now legal for same-sex couples to marry 
in any state, they can still be fired for coming out across much of the country. 
 
“I’ve come to learn since then that there really is no protection for LGBTQ people,” said 
Stephens. “That you can be fired from your job, you could be evicted from your housing. 
You can be denied medical care and that’s when I started to realize that it is much bigger 
than what I thought.” 
 
For trans people, the situation is particularly dire. Nearly a third (29%) of transgender 
people live in poverty, compared with 12% in the US population, according to the National 
Center for Transgender Equality. The problem for trans and non-binary people of color is 
particularly acute, with black transgender people experiencing an unemployment rate of 
26%, twice the rate of the overall transgender community and four times the rate of the 
general population. 
 
Violence, too is a major problem. Last year 26 transgender people were killed in the US, 
the majority black transgender women. Discrimination against transgender people is 
“unfortunately all too common”, said Jay Kaplan, staff attorney for the American Civil 
Liberties Union of Michigan’s LGBT Project, which is fighting Stephens’ case. 
 
The Trump administration has rolled back rights for LGBTQ people in general and trans 
people in particular since Donald Trump’s inauguration, shredding federal guidelines that 
instructed public schools how best to protect transgender students, moving to reinstate a 
ban on trans personnel in the military, allowing federal contractors to discriminate against 
LGBTQ people on religious grounds and to remove protections from discrimination for 
transgender people in healthcare and insurance coverage. 
 
Lack of legal protections has unfairly affected the trans community for too long, said 
Kaplan. At its heart, he says, Stephens’ case is very simple and should offer more 
protection in future. Title VII of the Civil Rights Act prevents people from being 
discriminated against on the grounds of sex. And that definition should include sexual 
orientation and identity, he argues. “The definition of being transgender is someone who 
identifies differently from the sex assigned to them at birth. If the motivation for firing 
somebody is because they’re transgender, it’s motivated by sex. It’s sex discrimination. 
It’s right there,” he said. 
 
The ramifications of the case could stretch far beyond the LGBTQ community. In 1989 the 
supreme court found Price Waterhouse guilty of sex discrimination when it denied a 
partnership to Ann Hopkins, a manager who was deemed too aggressive and “manly” in 
her behaviour and in need of a “course in charm school” according to one of her bosses. 
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Kaplan worries that a ruling against Stephens could support discrimination against people 
of any gender who don’t conform to their employer’s stereotypes. 
 
‘Are these people even awake?’ 
 
Rost, Stephens’ former boss, is being championed by Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF), 
a conservative Christian group that has been at the center of legal disputes across the 
country representing school districts, parent groups and individuals in fights against 
policies that let transgender individuals use facilities based on their gender identity. It 
comes after a lower court found in Stephens’ favor. 
 
ADF, the Trump administration and others argue that judgment represented overreach by 
the court. “Redefining sex discrimination will cause problems in employment law, reduce 
bodily-privacy protections for everyone, and erode equal opportunities for women and girls, 
among many other consequences,” ADF wrote in its legal brief. 
 
In this case, as in others, ADF and its supporters are arguing that recognizing legal rights 
for trans women will make cis-gender women unsafe. Numerous studies have shown that 
trans-inclusive policies do not endanger cis people. 
 
“In my own mind I have to wonder are these people even awake,” said Stephens. “Trans 
people have been around, Lord knows, for hundreds, thousands of years and we’ve 
interacted with them all the time and we haven’t had problems. So why are we dreaming 
up problems now that don’t exist?” 
 
These issues, Kaplan said, are sideshows meant to distract. What the court has to decide 
is whether or not sex is a defining factor when LGBTQ people are protected from 
discrimination at work by the Civil Rights Act. 
 
Kaplan is “cautiously optimistic” that if the court takes a conservative approach and looks 
at the text of the law, it will find Stephens “was fired for her sex. She was fired as a 
transgender woman because she didn’t comply with gender stereotypes.” 
 
With the supreme court case approaching, Stephens’ case is gaining attention. At the 
Emmy Awards last week trans actress Laverne Cox hit the red carpet carrying a one-of-a-
kind clutch with the LGBTQ rainbow and lettering on one side that read “Oct 8, Title VII, 
Supreme Court”. 
 
Cox, along with actors Jesse Tyler Ferguson, Alan Cumming, Peppermint, Mishel Prada, 
producer and activist Zackary Drucker and others have promoted awareness of the case 
by reading Stephens’ letter to Rost in a video produced by the ACLU. 
 
But so far the case has not gathered the same attention as 2015’s historic same-sex 
marriage case. That’s a shame, said Kaplan. “I recognize the fact that marriage is a much 
sexier issue,” said Kaplan. But as the law now stands you “can get married on the weekend, 
come back to your job and if they find out you got married, you can be fired.” 
 
Stephens has paid a high price for not conforming to her boss’s stereotypes. She lost 
medical coverage when she lost her job, a harsh blow for someone who has been out of 
work for five years and is battling kidney disease. She and her wife don’t like the publicity, 
and it’s only likely to get more intense. If she knew today what coming out at work would 
trigger, would she do it again? “Definitely,” said Stephens. 
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POLAND: LGBT+ communities targeted ahead of Polish 
election 

The ruling party has made 'LGBT ideology' a key issue in its election campaign, 
saying it is a 'foreign influence'. 

 
Al Jazeera (26.09.2019) - https://bit.ly/2nj9qfW - Alicja Sienkiewicz was attending a gay 
pride event in the Polish city of Bialystok in July when a group of young men shouting 
expletives surrounded her wheelchair and hurled firecrackers. 
 
The 18-year-old student and gay-rights activist said she witnessed the group beating and 
kicking some parade participants and hurling homophobic insults, prompting police to 
intervene. 
 
"I've never been subject to this level of aggression before," said Sienkiewicz, who was 
temporarily wheelchair-bound while recovering from an ankle injury. "It was a very 
traumatic experience for me." 
 
In Poland, which doesn't recognise any form of same-sex union, parades to celebrate 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (or LGBT) life have become violent flashpoints 
ahead of an October 13 general election. 
 
The ruling Law and Justice party (PiS) has made "LGBT ideology" a key issue in its election 
campaign, saying it is an invasive foreign influence that undermines traditional values in 
staunchly Catholic Poland. 
 
Party leader Jaroslaw Kaczynski has publicly urged Poles to resist the "travelling theatre" 
of pride parades and described the LGBT movement as "a real threat to our identity, to our 
nation and to the Polish state". 
 
Human rights activists and some Poland specialists say the party is fomenting homophobia 
to fire up its conservative base ahead of the election. The LGBT community has responded 
by organising more events, including a parade planned for this Saturday in the city of 
Lublin in southeastern Poland. 
 
On Tuesday, Lublin's mayor banned the parade, citing security concerns following the 
violence that accompanied an LGBT event in the city last year. Parade organisers 
responded by challenging the ban in District Court in Lublin, which on Thursday overruled 
the mayor's decision. The mayor plans to appeal, his spokeswoman said. 
 
A PiS spokeswoman did not respond to requests for comment from the party and its leader. 
A government spokesman did not immediately respond for a request for comment. 
 
PiS officials have previously said they are not against gay couples, they just want them to 
exist as couples in private. Of the party's focus on LGBT issues, one senior party member 
said it was responding to public opinion. 
 
A comfortable election victory next month by PiS, which has a comfortable lead in the polls, 
would give it a mandate to further reshape Poland in its conservative image. 
 
'Scaremongering' 
 
Poland has allied itself with other right-wing governments in Europe such as Hungary's to 
fight what it sees as the European Union's attempts to impose liberal, western values on 
Eastern European nations. 
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PiS was elected four years ago promising a raft of socially conservative policies. Some 
observers say they see parallels with the 2015 campaign, when the party deployed anti-
immigrant rhetoric. 
 
"Scaremongering about 'LGBT ideology' has almost become official policy in Poland with 
often nasty insinuations from members of the government and public media now the 
norm," said Stanley Bill, a lecturer in Polish culture and politics at the Britain's University 
of Cambridge. 
 
He said the PiS was targeting its conservative base in an effort "designed to mobilise them 
to actually get them out to vote". 
 
A recent poll published by London-based market research firm Kantar Group for a Polish 
newspaper found a majority of those surveyed said they opposed LGBT marches and more 
than a third would like to see them banned. The survey, based on 1,000 respondents, was 
conducted earlier this month. 
 
"In Poland we are currently dealing with a kind of massive attack on values that are close 
to us - on our family, on Christian values, on the Church, on the basis of patriotism, on our 
homeland," said Marcin Romanowski, a deputy justice minister and PiS candidate for a 
constituency near Lublin. 
 
The organisers of the LGBT parade in Lublin - the city's second-ever - say they hope the 
event will still go ahead as scheduled on Saturday, citing a similar attempt by the mayor 
to ban last year's event that was overruled by the Court of Appeal days later. 
 
If it does go ahead, they are braced for trouble. More than 3,000 people signed an online 
petition urging the mayor to stop the event and its "provocative, aggressive and vulgar" 
participants. 
 
The previous parade in October 2018 drew crowds of protesters who pelted parade 
participants with rocks, flares and tomatoes as they progressed from the steps of Lublin 
castle up through the city's old town. Riot police responded with pepper spray and water 
cannons to clear a path through the protesters. The roughly 1,000 parade attendees were 
matched by a similar number of protesters. 
 
Among those who protested against Lublin's parade in 2018 were members of the Ruch 
Narodowy, or National Movement, a right-wing group that says it vehemently opposes gay 
rights. 
 
Rafal Mekler, head of the National Movement's Lublin chapter, told Reuters news agency 
that his group was not to blame for last year's violence, and it was not looking for 
confrontation on Saturday. 
 
But, he said, he was not responsible for the "huge movement of normal people" who 
opposed the march. "There is anger in society and we cannot stop [it]." 
 
Safety measures 
 
Preparations for Saturday's planned march include various safety measures, helmets for 
the people leading the march and an ambulance with first-aid responders. Organisers have 
also requested concrete barriers and say they are communicating more closely with police 
than last year. 
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The organisers say they have had to change the planned route for security reasons and 
that they are telling parade participants to hide any LGBT symbols on the way to and from 
the march. 
 
"It's a horrific atmosphere we're living in," says Bartosz Staszewski, a 29-year-old 
filmmaker and one of the organisers of Saturday's event. For him, participating in the 
parade is a vital part of trying to seek equality. "You show up, you humanise yourself," he 
said. 
 
Original Source: Reuters News Agency 
 

KAZAKHSTAN: Kazakhstan Supreme Court upholds 
privacy rights 

Judges dismiss “moral policing” justification for anti-lesbian Facebook post. 
 
By Kyle Knight 
 
HRW (24.09.2019) - https://bit.ly/2lmtGMw - Kazakhstan’s Supreme Court has ruled that 
two women will receive compensation from a Facebook user who posted a video of them 
kissing on the social media platform without their permission, and solicited homophobic 
comments. The ruling is not only an important milestone for privacy rights, but also 
illuminates how strong safeguards for digital privacy can protect internet users from 
discrimination. 
 
The court ruled this month that the posting violated the women’s privacy rights, rejecting 
a lower court’s argument that the intimate embrace violated the “moral foundations of 
society” and justified the video and public shaming. 
 
The video of the women, which was posted on Facebook and quickly shared on other social 
media platforms on January 30th, 2018, received derogatory and threatening comments. 
Though the man who posted the video deleted it within a day, the video had been viewed 
at least 60,000 times by then. 
 
Fearing for their safety, the women left Kazakhstan for eight months. As the Supreme 
Court noted, the film, which urged viewers to “shame” the women, “triggered a wave of 
offensive comments” and “placed the applicants in the focus of public attention, their 
private life having become public against their will.” 
 
Feminita, a feminist group that works with lesbian, bisexual, and queer women in 
Kazakhstan and supported the applicants, quoted one of the women anonymously: “Few 
believed that we would defend our rights in court. Those who did not believe argued that 
our society was not yet ready for such changes.” 
 
The ruling shows that the enforcement of the right to privacy provides a critical safeguard 
against online discrimination, particularly discrimination targeted at lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgender (LGBT) people. 
 
As Human Rights Watch has documented, LGBT people in Kazakhstan routinely face 
harassment, discrimination, and the threat of violence. However, in 2015, the Kazakh 
Constitutional Chamber ruled that then-pending anti-LGBT legislation violated the 
country’s constitution, nullifying a Russia-style “gay propaganda” bill before it came into 
force. 
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It’s also an important victory for Feminita, which has faced numerous attempts by the 
government to scuttle is registration as a non-governmental organization - significantly 
limiting the scope of the group’s activities. 
 
Kazakhstan’s government would do right to support the fundamental rights of all citizens, 
regardless of their sexual orientation or gender identity. As the Supreme Court has 
demonstrated, a sober assessment free of moralizing establishes everyone as equal before 
the law. 
 
 

SERBIA: 'I’m not giving up': Belgrade Pride calls for 
Serbia to address LGBT rights 

By Helena Skinner 
 
Euronews (17.09.2019) - https://bit.ly/2ll9ESI - Marching under the slogan “I’m not giving 
up’’ #NeOdricemSe, Sunday evening saw thousands take part in Belgrade’s eighth Pride 
Parade. 
 
The latest Balkans capital to hold Pride events, the walk passed the main government 
institutions, to which protesters have been addressing their demands for improved LGBT 
rights. 
 
Despite the appointment of openly gay prime minister Ana Brnabic in 2017 who attended 
this year’s Pride, Serbia’s LGBT community still faces widespread discrimination. 
 
One of Belgrade Pride's organisers Jovanka Todorović, told Euronews, ''Serbia is still 
conservative society where LGBTIQ topics raise a lot of public turmoil, especially 
surrounding Pride''. 
 
A police cordon was in place at Sunday’s Parade to separate participants from anti LGBT 
protesters, "calling for public morality and demonstrating at LGBTIQ presenting christian 
values and religious values as their own" says Todorović. 
 
Goran Miletic, Civil Rights Defenders' Europe Programme Director who was at the Parade 
told Euronews, "the protest group was smaller than in previous years, only comprising of 
around one hundred". 
 
"Whilst not extraordinary in number, we should not underestimate the power of the 
Orthodox Church in the Balkans region, their nationalistic and homophobic sentiment - 
means their role amongst communities is not good’". 
 
Participant and LGBT activist Stefan Shparavalo told Euronews, 
 
"In terms of LGBT rights, whilst things have improved in the last 10 years, we are still far 
from reaching equal legal footing, still the same sex partnership act has not been adopted, 
and a gender identity law doesn’t exist’". 
 
Both pleas feature on the Pride Parade website’s list of demands, alongside a call for better 
healthcare provisions for members of the trans community. 
 
"We also expect Parliament to recognize the problems of the LGBTQ community and adopt 
the legislation in a form that will enable us to tackle those problems", says Jovanka 
Todorović speaking on behalf of Pride. 
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Serbia’s turbulent LGBT history saw key legislative developments in 2009, when Parliament 
approved a new anti-discrimination law, and in 2012 when Serbia’s Ministry of Justice 
incorporated hate crime into draft amendments to the criminal code. 
 
Though Stefan remains sceptical, "Translation into reality is almost non existent - so for 
instance, the hate crime law adopted in 2012 has been taken into account by courts only 
once - so as you can imagine the application of the law is rare". 
 
The first verdict passed under the law was in November 2018, an incident of domestic 
violence against an LGBT person. 
 
Stefan says the community is, "Seeking confident authorities to be more vocal on LGBT 
rights, to be more vocal on combating widespread and ubiquitous homophobia in the public 
domain". 
 
He is also asking the government, "to reprimand homophobic slurs, especially those coming 
from ministers and MPs". 
 
Earlier this year Serbian politician Nenad Popović came under fire for accusing Croatia of 
attempting to import Children’s books featuring same sex parents. Popovic Tweeted, “We 
need to stop those who want to convince us that it’s OK for ‘Roko to have two moms, and 
Ana two dads". 
 
2019 has also seen Prime Minister, Ana Brnabic, become a parent after her same sex 
partner, Milica Djurdjic gave birth. 
 
Serbian family law does not recognise a same sex union, Goran Miletic, Civil Rights 
Defenders noted that some members of the LGBT community "are not happy, some believe 
Brnabic should do more". 
 
Commending the success of this year’s Pride and Brnabic’s participation, Goran says "In 
every society in the world, a Prime Minister’s presence and care for Pride is a positive 
force’’. 
 
"Brnabic spoke with protesters holding differing and diverse opinions, she is a great 
example to society that criticism can form a civilised discussion". 
 
A frontrunner in the EU accession process, Serbia has been involved in accession 
negotiations since 2014. 
 
EU Ambassador to Serbia Sem Fabrizi applauded the Parade as an embodiment of EU 
values. 
 
With a turnout of almost 2000 people, and social media awash with #NeOdricemSe, like 
many activists Stefan hopes the Pride Parade will be used to raise the visibility of LGBT 
rights and the position of LGBT people in Serbia. 
 
"We hope we will achieve equality as fast as we can in the given social context and 
atmosphere, where unfortunately homophobia remains pretty dominant". 
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WORLD: Merriam-Webster adds nonbinary 'they' pronoun 
to dictionary 

The new entry explicitly refers to nonbinary people — those who identify as 
neither exclusively male nor female. 

 
By Liam Knox 
 
NBC News (18.09.2019) - https://nbcnews.to/2knJHRO - Merriam-Webster's dictionary is 
adding a new entry to the definition of the pronoun “they”: a way to refer to a nonbinary 
individual, one who identifies as neither exclusively male nor female. 
 
It’s been a year of heightened visibility for nonbinary people, from the popularity of MTV’s 
“sexually fluid” season of the dating show “Are You the One?” — which counted nonbinary 
folks among its cast members — to the Grammy-winning artist Sam Smith’s recent decision 
to use gender-neutral they/them pronouns. Merriam-Webster’s addition is yet another 
recognition of the cultural relevance and growing acceptance of nonbinary identity, and it 
gives new credence to the increasingly common use of they/them pronouns. 
 
Emily Brewster, a senior editor for Merriam-Webster, said factors like the growing practice 
of soliciting or giving out one’s pronouns, the growing number of people who identify as 
nonbinary, and the acceptance of the nonbinary “they” pronoun in a wide variety of texts 
all coalesced to make the new addition an obvious choice. 
 
“We are always aiming to reflect usage,” she said. “It’s very clear that this is fully 
established in the language at this point.” 
 
The nonbinary “they” is one of 530 new words and definitions already added to Merriam-
Webster.com and will appear in its next printed edition, alongside words like “fabulosity” 
and cultural references like “dad joke.” 
 
The singular "they" pronoun has been in use since the 1300s, according to Merriam-
Webster, and it had already been included in the company’s dictionary as a gender-neutral 
way to refer to someone whose identity is unknown or whose existence is hypothetical. 
What’s new is its use as a pronoun for individuals who identify as nonbinary. 
 
To those who are reluctant to embrace the singular "they" for grammatical reasons, 
Brewster pointed out that this kind of shift in the use of a pronoun has happened before. 
If people could adapt to it then, she said, they can learn to embrace it now. 
 
“The word ‘you’ used to be only plural, which is why we still use the plural verb. We say 
‘you are’ even though we’re only speaking to one person,” she said. “We also must adapt 
to the ‘they are’ for an individual person, and we can.” 
 
Sam Brinton, head of advocacy and government affairs for The Trevor Project, an LGBTQ 
youth crisis prevention organization, identifies as nonbinary and uses they/them pronouns. 
They said Merriam-Webster’s addition of the nonbinary definition will hopefully help bolster 
a better understanding of nonbinary identity. 
 
"My day-to-day life consists of helping those around me understand that my pronouns, 
they and them, are a part of my identity,” Brinton wrote in an email to NBC News. “To 
have Merriam-Webster so openly educate others on the simplicity of the nonbinary use of 
they and them pronouns is going to make each coming day a little easier for thousands if 
not millions of LGBTQ youth.” 
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On Twitter, reactions were a predictable mix of excitement from the LGBTQ community 
and allies, and disdain from grammar purists and those who do not support gender-
nonconforming identities. 
 
Brewster said she’s glad nonbinary people feel validated by the dictionary’s decision, but 
she stressed that Merriam-Webster doesn’t legitimize language — people do, and the 
singular, gender-neutral “they” has been a legitimate term in that sense for a long time. 
 
“The word exists. You don’t actually need a dictionary to legitimize the words,” she said. 
“But of course if it can serve that function I’m happy for it to do so.” 
 
 
 

INDIA: Transgender people tell us why India's newly 
proposed rape laws are discriminatory 

The fact that punishment for rape against cis-gendered women is more than 
seven years, but for the trans community, it ranges from six months to two 

years, has led to the #RapeIsRape campaign. 
 
By Pallavi Pundir 
 
Vice (11.09.2019) - https://bit.ly/2moIoTp - In 2017, as part of a nation-wide survey, an 
anonymous transwoman recalled going to the doctor right after being gang-raped. She 
didn’t get the dose of Post-Exposure Prophylaxis (an emergency HIV medicine to be taken 
within 72 hours of sexual violence). Instead, she encountered one searingly invalidating 
question from the doctor: “How can you be raped?” The woman was a part of a study that 
exposed extreme transphobia among the medical community, and a complete disregard 
for the violence meted out to the transgender community in India. But even though there’s 
no big data on the enormity of sexual violence the community faces in India at the moment, 
or the impunity with which they’re dealt with, it’s safe to say that the doctors aren’t the 
only erring ones. 
 
Transgender people—an umbrella term for those whose sense of gender doesn’t sync with 
the gender assigned to them at birth, with some 4,900,000 of them in India (according to 
the latest census in 2011)—often face sexual violence in more frequency than can be 
evidenced. In an interview with South China Morning Post, Salma Khan of Mumbai-based 
NGO Kinnar Maa Trust, which supports 5,000 transgender people in India, said that at least 
one in four of the people registered with them has been a victim of rape, gang-rape or 
other sexual violence. 
 
So, on August 5, when the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill was passed by 
the Lok Sabha (it’s yet to be passed by the Upper House to become the law of the land), 
despite a large wave of protests since the bill was first introduced in 2014, there was great 
uproar again. Out of the many flaws of the bill was this glaring one: violence, abuse, and 
rape against transgender people can be punishable with jail time from six months to two 
years, and a fine. Compare that with the punishment for rape of cis-gendered women, 
which can give the offender from seven years of jail time to even life sentence—and you 
can see how unfair the proposed law reads. 
 
In response to this, transgender people in India have begun a campaign with the hashtag 
#RapeIsRape, a response that simply states that rape is degrading to all. The movement, 
which started on August 15, is a part of years and years of struggle by the community to 
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be visible, acknowledged and treated equally in a homophobic and transphobic society. 
(The transgender community in India got recognised as the third gender only in 2014.) 
 
“Rape is the fourth most common crime committed against women. Trans women are 
women, whereas trans men are forced to experience femininity by the patriarchal society 
we live in,” says Neysara, a Netherlands-based trans person of Indian origin, who is 
documenting this online campaign, and runs Transgender India, an organisation for 
transgenders in India. VICE reached out to a few members of the community to find out 
why the bill causes more harm than good:  
 
"This increases the chances of us getting targeted even more.”  
 
Now that the bill has been passed, this is the reality we have to live with. The main problem 
in the bill is that of harassment. If a trans woman is abused and harassed, the strictest 
punishment is that of two years and a fine of Rs 10,000 (approximately 128 EUR). If a 
woman gets raped, the minimum penalty is much more. This increases the chances of us 
getting targeted even more. We feel that we're second class citizens who have no value 
like a regular person. If the government wants to make the bill more inclusive, then make 
it all-inclusive, and not conditional. — Shakti, 25 
 
"It’s a clear way of telling us that we’re less than women, or sub-human in the 
country" 
 
The law calls itself a transgender person’s protection bill, but, especially in the crimes 
committed against the community, instead of making it more severe, it dilutes the 
punishments for offences against the trans community. One such offence that is very 
gendered is rape. In a country where rape of cis gendered women ranges from seven years 
to life, it’s a clear way of telling us that we’re less than women, or sub-human in the 
country. It’s legally writing in the constitution that we’re not legally human. — Neysara, 
36 
 
"In the eyes of the family, trans men are women who need to be fixed" 
 
The trans community is prone to physical and verbal abuse, even if you compare it with 
women in India today. Why would you not value the life of the trans community the way 
you value everyone else’s? If you rape, you're taking the dignity of the person. It doesn't 
matter if the identity of the person is a male, female or trans person. Physical and 
emotional trauma is the same for everyone. Among a lot of trans people, especially trans 
men, a lot of corrective rape takes place from the family. In the eyes of the family, those 
are women who need to be fixed. This is an invisible violence that happens on a very 
regular basis. Often, there's inappropriate touching and if you say anything, the abuser 
says, 'Oh, I thought you're a male'. This bill is going to aggravate these kind of situations 
even more. Article 14 of the Constitution says that all humans have equal rights, but this 
doesn't look like it, no? — Vinod, 30 
 
"I do feel the bill is one step forward" 
 
There’s no equality in this bill. Rape is rape, be it with cis-women or trans women. However, 
I do feel the bill is one step forward. It shows that there is some development and we’re 
working towards more. Earlier, even this provision wasn’t there, and having something is 
better than nothing. The only thing discriminatory here is that it impedes our fundamental 
right to equality, which is our prerogative irrespective of our gender, caste, sex and so on. 
— Nia, 42 
 
"So must crimes against us be seen as petty crimes?" 
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There should be a punishment for at least three to five years. If you look at the LGBTQ 
community, they suffer, almost every day, with some kind of violence or the other. So 
must crimes against us be seen as petty crimes? This will only push us further to the 
margins. — Ibra, 25 
 
 
 

MEXICO: Mexico trans women fight for justice as killings 
go unpunished 

By Associated Press 
 
The LA Times (09.09.2019) - https://lat.ms/2m5wei0 - Months after Kenya Cuevas’ friend 
was killed in front of her, a funeral wreath with Cuevas’ name on it arrived at her doorstep. 
The implication was clear: Keep making noise about slain transgender women and you’ll 
be next. 
 
Mexico has become the world’s second deadliest country after Brazil for transgender 
people, with 261 transgender women slain in 2013-2018, according to a recent study by 
the LGBTQ rights group Letra S. 
 
President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, who took office Dec. 1, has promised his 
government will carry out “effective” investigations into LGBTQ hate crimes, but the grisly 
rate continues. Sixteen transgender women were reported killed in the first four months 
of 2019 and at least six more since then, according to an Associated Press count of cases 
reported in local media. 
 
Like most crime in Mexico, nearly all such slayings go unsolved and unpunished — less 
than 3% of the killings of LGBTQ members have resulted in convictions since 2013. So 
transgender community leaders and activists are largely on their own in pursuing long-
denied justice. 
 
Cuevas became an activist on Sept. 29, 2016. That night, her friend and fellow transgender 
sex worker Paola Buenrostro got into a client’s Nissan and was shot multiple times. When 
Cuevas ran to the car’s passenger side, the man pointed the gun at her head and pulled 
the trigger. The weapon jammed. 
 
Cuevas grabbed the man and held him until police arrived, at which point she began 
recording on her cellphone. But despite multiple witnesses to the killing and Cuevas’ video, 
the man was released from custody a few days later. 
 
An angry Cuevas soon quit sex work and founded the organization Casa de Muñecas, 
Spanish for “house of dolls,” to campaign for protections for transgender women. She is 
now one of the most visible transgender activists among a growing chorus of women 
seeking change from Mexico’s government. 
 
Death threats have followed, and Cuevas now has security cameras installed at her home 
and is accompanied by two bodyguards provided by a governmental program that tries to 
protect activists and journalists. 
 
“When that happened to Paola, I protested and I did it publicly, asking for justice the entire 
time,” Cuevas said. “I don’t want special treatment. Just give me justice — do your job.” 
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Lina Perez, president of the pro-LGBTQ organization Cuenta Conmigo, said slain 
transgender women rarely receive justice because authorities often look down on them. 
 
“It’s easier to grant impunity because the same people that oversee the law think that 
they’re sick, that there is something wrong with them,” Perez said. 
 
Activists do point to some victories in recent years. A major one came in 2014 when Mexico 
City became the first place in the country to let transgender people change their gender 
and names on their birth certificates, a law that has since been adopted by six of Mexico’s 
31 states. 
 
That change was pushed for in part by the activist group ProDiana, which is led by Diana 
Sanchez Barrios. 
 
Sanchez Barrios said that before the law, transgender people had to go through expensive 
judicial processes to amend identifying documents. She was forced to undergo tests on her 
mental state, produce a litany of witnesses from throughout her life and spend thousands 
of dollars to legally change her gender and name a decade ago. 
 
“It’s like you were on trial being made guilty just for being a trans woman,” Sanchez said. 
 
About 4,000 transgender women have changed their official documents since Mexico City’s 
laws became more accepting, but violence persists. 
 
“We’re always the most vulnerable,” Sanchez said. “We’re the perfect target for 
discrimination.” 
 
ProDiana now is pushing for institutional reforms to prevent discrimination by key areas of 
the government, like the police. 
 
Sanchez said police “have not been a great ally for trans women.” She described years of 
extortion and violence suffered at the hands of officers who are supposed to protect 
citizens. 
 
A common thread of vulnerability runs through the lives of transgender women, who are 
often shunned by their own families and forced into the streets. Cuevas and Sanchez both 
ran away from home at a young age to begin their transitions. 
 
“We went to the funerals of murdered friends and the families didn’t want us there,” 
Sanchez said. “We have to be very far from certain relationships in our friends’ lives.” 
 
Many employers also refuse to hire transgender women, forcing them to rely on sex work 
and exposing them to the dangers of the streets, activists say. 
 
Killings of transgender women mirror Mexico’s broader struggle against cartel and gang 
violence, with homicide totals setting new records several years running. 
 
Last year, 53 transgender women were killed in Mexico. They include a woman found in a 
trash bin with her face pummeled beyond recognition by a rock. One was tortured to death 
by captors while her family heard her last moments over the phone. Another was found 
naked and strangled in her bedroom. No suspects have been publicly identified in those 
cases. 
 
Most recently, on Aug. 13, a transgender woman died from eight stab wounds in Mexico 
City, local media reported. Her attacker escaped and police have named no suspects. 
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While Lopez Obrador’s government has publicly sided with LGBTQ rights, it’s not clear what 
protections might be put in place or envisioned to combat violence against the community. 
 
Alexandra Haas, director of the federal National Council to Prevent Discrimination, said the 
administration wants to retrain local prosecutors and police in handling cases involving 
transgender sex workers. She said the government is working with the attorney general’s 
office to establish unified protocols across Mexico. 
 
“It’s very important to us that we make it so local prosecutors take these cases seriously,” 
Haas said. 
 
Sanchez said there is a lot of work to be done at all levels of government. She would like 
to see the federal government pass a marriage equality law, as it is currently governed on 
a state-by-state case, and challenge other local decisions that may infringe on rights such 
as legally changing one’s gender. 
 
“This leftist government that has majority control of Congress and the Senate and locally 
in Mexico City has to generate laws in favor of sexual diversity,” Sanchez said. 
 
In the capital’s Pride parade in June, Cuevas rode down the city’s premier avenue on top 
of a hearse to call attention to the violence against the transgender community. 
 
Death has not stopped following her. Last January, Cuevas’ friend Pamela Sandoval 
became the first known transgender woman to be killed under the new administration. 
 
Cuevas said she is willing to endure the death threats if it means she can help secure a 
safer world for Mexico’s transgender community. 
 
“If I don’t do it, the government isn’t going to do it,” Cuevas said. “And if I wait for the 
government to do it, how many more people are going to be killed?” 
 
 

BRAZIL: Legal battle over Marvel comic gay kiss in Brazil 

CNA (08.09.2019) - https://bit.ly/2kDFwkU - In a fresh legal twist, a Brazilian court has 
allowed the evangelical mayor of Rio de Janeiro to confiscate books with LGBT content he 
considers "inappropriate" for minors, sparking fears over censorship and discrimination. 
 
Saturday's (Sep 7) ruling suspends an interim injunction which had blocked the mayor 
from trying to ban a Marvel comic book on sale at the Rio book fair which shows a kiss 
between two male superheroes. 
 
Ultra-conservative mayor Marcelo Crivella had ordered the book removed from sale 
because of its "sexual content for minors." 
 
Crivella - a former bishop in the giant Universal Church of the Kingdom of God - was elected 
Rio's mayor in 2016, promising to bring law and order to a city beset by crime. 
 
The drawing that sparked the mayor's ire showed the Marvel superhero characters Wiccan 
and Hulkling exchanging a kiss, fully dressed. 
 
Crivella's move backfired as copies of "Young Avengers: the Children's Crusade" quickly 
sold out after he demanded it be withdrawn from the book fair, organizers told AFP. 
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Popular Brazilian YouTuber Felipe Neto, who has more than 34 million subscribers to his 
channel, also bought 14,000 books on LGBT themes and distributed them free at the fair 
in protest. 
 
The image of the Marvel comic kiss was also on show Saturday at news kiosks across the 
country, printed on the cover of the Folha de S. Paulo, Brazil's largest national newspaper. 
 
'Discriminatory Ruling' 
 
But on Saturday afternoon, the president of the Rio de Janeiro Court of Justice suspended 
the injunction, endorsing the actions of the mayor's office. 
 
For Judge Claudio de Mello Tavares, it was not expected that a superhero comic would 
address issues of sexuality so it should come with a content warning. 
 
"Because it is a superhero work - attractive to a juvenile audience - which addresses the 
issue of homosexuality it is necessary that parents be duly alerted" before deciding 
"whether or not the text fits their vision of how to educate their children," Tavares argued 
in his ruling. 
 
The organizers of the book fair, which ends Sunday, said they would appeal to the Supreme 
Court to reverse the ruling. 
 
Publishers and writers accuse the mayor of wanting to censor content. 
 
The mayor's actions, and the judicial decision, may violate freedom of expression and 
discriminate based on sexual orientation, said constitutional law specialist Michael 
Mohallem, of the Getulio Vargas Foundation. 
 
"Since the decision seems to be specifically aimed at prohibiting the circulation of 
magazines that show gay kisses (rather than any other), my interpretation is that it is 
motivated by discrimination, both by the mayor and the judge," Mohallem said. 
 
Brazil's Supreme Court in June voted to criminalize homophobia, classifying it as a crime 
similar to racism. 
 
It was an important step for sexual minorities in one of the most dangerous countries for 
LGBT people in the world but was criticized by far-right President Jair Bolsonaro, who has 
a history of homophobic remarks. 
 
Brazil had already legalized same-sex marriage. 
 
 

LEBANON: End systemic violence against transgender 
women 

Protect against discrimination, simplify legal gender recognition. 
 
HRW (03.09.2019) - https://bit.ly/2lUU67W - Transgender women in Lebanon face 
systemic violence and discrimination, Human Rights Watch, Helem, and MOSAIC said in a 
report and video released today. Transgender women face discrimination in accessing basic 
services, including employment, healthcare, and housing, as well as violence from security 
forces and ordinary citizens. 
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For the 119-page report, “‘Don’t Punish Me for Who I Am’: Systemic Discrimination Against 
Transgender Women in Lebanon,” Human Rights Watch, in collaboration with Helem and 
MOSAIC, interviewed 50 transgender women in Lebanon, including 24 Lebanese trans 
women, 25 trans refugees and asylum seekers from other Arab countries, and one stateless 
trans woman, as well as human rights activists, representatives of international agencies, 
lawyers, academics, and healthcare professionals who work with trans individuals in 
Lebanon. 
 
“This groundbreaking report shows the ever-present violence and discrimination against 
trans women in Lebanon,” said Lama Fakih, acting Middle East and North Africa director at 
Human Rights Watch. “Confronted by ignorance and hostility from society, trans women 
also face violence and abuse from the security forces and government that are meant to 
protect them and their rights.” 
 
Exclusion of trans people is exacerbated by a lack of resources tailored for their needs and 
by the difficulties they face in obtaining identification documents that reflect their gender 
identity and expression. Discrimination is often worse for trans refugees, who are already 
marginalized. 
 
The report shows that the discrimination transgender women face begins at home. 
Interviewees reported incidents of family violence, including physical and sexual assault, 
being locked in a room for extended periods, and being denied food and water. Many trans 
women were pushed out of their homes, and in the case of refugees and asylum seekers, 
their countries, yet they felt they had no recourse to the law. There are no shelters 
providing emergency housing for trans women, leaving them to navigate the informal, 
expensive, and often discriminatory Lebanese housing market on their own. Trans women 
reported facing discrimination by landlords, flatmates, and neighbors, in addition to being 
forcibly evicted by the police because of their gender identity. 
 
Many trans women said that they do not feel safe in public. They told the researcher that 
security forces often subject them to harassment at checkpoints, arrest, or violence 
because of their appearance, in some cases amounting to torture. While Lebanese law does 
not criminalize being transgender, article 534 of the penal code, which criminalizes “any 
sexual intercourse contrary to the order of nature,” has been regularly enforced against 
trans women. Trans people are also arrested on charges such as “violating public morality” 
and “incitement to debauchery.” Trans women detained under such laws reported being 
placed in men’s cells and made to give coerced confessions. 
 
Further, members of the public harass and physically assault trans women with impunity, 
the report found. Many transgender women said they are forced to hide who they are to 
survive. One trans woman said that walking through Beirut in daytime “feels like boiling 
water is being poured on me.” 
 
Nearly all interviewees recounted being denied jobs because of their appearance. For trans 
refugees and asylum seekers, this discrimination is compounded by their lack of legal 
residency, which limits their ability to work in Lebanon. 
 
Many transgender women also face discrimination when seeking medical care, including 
being denied treatment because of their gender identity. One trans woman said: “I got 
really sick and had to be taken to the hospital. When I got there, I was spitting blood, but 
they refused to let me in because I am trans… I could have died at the hospital door.” 
 
Trans women said one of the main obstacles to being able to access basic services was 
their inability to get identification papers that reflect their gender identity and expression. 
Trans people in Lebanon can only change their names and gender markers on official 
documents through a court ruling, often following a “gender dysphoria” diagnosis and 
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surgery, which is expensive and sometimes unwanted. Many trans women are also 
deterred from seeking rulings due to high fees, lack of legal assistance, and protracted 
court proceedings. 
 
In January 2016, an appeals court ruled that a transgender man could change his name 
and gender marker, overruling a lower court, and citing the right to privacy under article 
17 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. The court found that gender 
affirming surgery should not be a prerequisite to gender identity recognition, but this does 
not set a binding legal precedent. 
 
Lebanon should act swiftly to end the systemic discrimination and violence against 
transgender women. Lebanese security forces should stop arresting trans women based 
on their gender identity and instead protect them from violence, including by holding the 
perpetrators to account. The Lebanese government should enact legislation protecting 
against discrimination on the grounds of gender identity and establish a simple, 
administrative process allowing transgender people to change their names and gender 
markers on documents based on self-declaration, as is the practice in countries ranging 
from Argentina to Malta to Pakistan. 
 
Donors and international agencies should fund trans-led initiatives to provide much needed 
services such as health care, legal aid, and income-generating activities. They should also 
fund emergency shelters for transgender women across Lebanon. 
 
“Trans women in Lebanon have been forced to hide who they are just to survive, but the 
government can no longer claim ignorance of the violence and discrimination they face,” 
Fakih said. “By sharing their stories, trans women are demanding that the government see 
them and give them equal access to livelihoods, services, and protection.” 
 
Selected Evidence 
 
Randa, a 25-year-old Syrian trans woman, told Human Rights Watch that she spent five 
months and five days in detention, much of it underground in Roumieh – “no sun, no air” 
– after Internal Security Forces officers arrested her for sodomy: 
 
They interrogated me from midnight until 5 a.m. They beat me nonstop and kept trying to 
make me tell them names of other LGBT individuals. They barely gave me food or water 
for 10 days. They didn’t let me call a lawyer or assign me one. They shaved my head. They 
tied me up to a chair with my hands cuffed behind my back. Every time the officer would 
ask me a question and I said, ‘I don’t know,’ he smacked me across the face. Another 
officer would come and put out his cigarette on my arm. I got sick while I was detained 
and I could barely stand up, and I asked for a doctor. They said, ‘Leave him to rot and die.’ 
Not only was there harassment from the police, but also other detainees. They cursed me 
and verbally harassed me the whole time I was there – they referred to me as ‘the faggot.’ 
 
Trans women face immediate discrimination when seeking employment due to the 
mismatch between their gender expression and the name and gender on their identity 
documents. The barriers to changing gender markers on official documents reinforce trans 
women’s economic marginalization. Elsa, 50, said: 
 
My problem is my ID, they would never hire me, because I look like a ciswoman [a person 
who identifies as a woman and was assigned female at birth], no one would doubt that, 
but my ID says male. I went and applied for retail jobs everywhere in Beirut, they say, 
‘Okay madame, bring your papers tomorrow and you can start.’ As soon as they see my 
ID, they don’t hire me. If I could explain my situation to them, that would be easier, but 
no one here knows or accepts what it means to be transgender. I tried four times in Bourj 
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Hammoud, twice in Dekweneh, and for a woman my age, the embarrassment and 
humiliation are just too much. 
 
While trans women’s access to formal employment is limited, their participation in the 
informal labor market denies them any protection when they are abusively dismissed. Lola, 
a 42-year-old Lebanese trans woman, said: 
 
At my last job, at the airport, my hair was very long, but I put it in a bun and wore a cap, 
but they still insisted I cut it all off, and I just couldn’t, so they fired me. The security 
officers at the airport were not okay with me having long hair, that’s the reason they gave 
me. This was after three months of waking up at 5 a.m. to get to work at 6 a.m. and I 
worked until 7 p.m. every day, they paid me $400. I accepted that so that I can work and 
not be on the streets, and then they fired me. 
 
In Lebanon, trans people struggle to obtain documents that match their identities. Diana, 
a 27-year-old Lebanese trans woman, said: 
 
I threw my ID in the trash and applied for a new one. I told them I lost it. I had to go to 
my hometown, to the mukhtar, I swear around a dozen times just to have them put my 
picture on an ID as I look now. I got so much harassment, they asked me, ‘Why do you 
look like this? Aren’t you a man? You are disgusting.’ The mukhtar said he won’t start my 
papers until I cut my hair, and I had to bribe him so he would accept. Finally, after months 
of running around, they put my picture on my ID as I look now, but my name obviously 
stayed the same. 
 
Lina, 28-year-old Iraqi trans woman, said: 
 
Changing gender markers and names should be a normal process that doesn’t even require 
lawyers or medical professionals. I don’t need to ‘prove’ to anyone that I’m a woman, it’s 
just an internal feeling. 
 
 

UK: Home Office refused thousands of LGBT asylum 
claims, figures reveal 

 
Exclusive: ‘culture of disbelief’ excludes at least 3,100 nationals from countries 

outlawing same-sex acts. 
 
By Jamie Grierson 
 
The Guardian (02.09.2019) - https://bit.ly/2jSZx6I - The UK Home Office has refused at 
least 3,100 asylum claims from lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) nationals 
from countries where consensual same-sex acts are criminalised. 
 
At least 1,197 LGBT Pakistanis were refused asylum after making a claim for protection on 
grounds of sexual orientation between 2016 and 2018, according to an analysis by the 
Liberal Democrats of figures published by the Home Office. A further 640 LGBT 
Bangladeshis and 389 Nigerians had their claims on the same grounds refused during the 
period. 
 
In Pakistan, “carnal intercourse against the order of nature” is punishable with life in prison, 
while Amnesty reports that “transgender people continued to suffer harassment and violent 
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attacks” there. In Bangladesh, Amnesty reports that “LGBTI activists continued to be 
routinely harassed and subject to arbitrary detention by state and non-state actors”. 
 
In Nigeria, homosexual acts are punishable by up to 14 years in prison and displays of 
same-sex affection are also outlawed. After Pakistan and Bangladesh, Nigeria produces the 
largest number of asylum claims based on sexual orientation. 
 
Using data from the International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association, 
the Lib Dems separated out countries where same-sex acts were criminalised. Applications 
for asylum on grounds of sexual orientation were also refused for nationals of Cameroon 
(136), Ghana (144), Iran (124) and Uganda (145) as well as Iraq, Jamaica and Malaysia. 
 
Christine Jardine, the Lib Dems’ spokesperson for home affairs, said: “This Conservative 
government is letting down every LGBT+ person and every individual in this country who 
cares about human rights. We should be leading the campaign across the world against 
homophobia and transphobia. Instead we have a government that is turning its back and 
looking the other way. 
 
“These figures are a disturbing reminder that this Conservative government is failing to 
stand up for LGBT+ rights by refusing asylum to more than 1,000 people a year who face 
prosecution at home simply for who they are. The Liberal Democrats demand better for 
LGBT+ people wherever they live. We will establish a new, dedicated unit to handle asylum 
claims, free of political interference and without the Home Office’s culture of disbelief.” 
 
In 2018, the Home Office refused 970 LGBT claims from nationals of countries where same-
sex acts were criminalised, down from 1,096 in 2017 and 1,043 in 2016. 
 
Last year, LGBT asylum was brought into focus by the case of a Nigerian man who fled to 
Britain to avoid prosecution for being gay. 
 
Adeniyi Raji, who was sacked for his sexuality, received threats on social media in Nigeria, 
which included comments such as, “I really wish you were killed that very day …”, “You 
know gay practice is an abomination in our land”, and “You better stop your gay practice, 
if not you could get yourself killed in this country”. 
 
The Home Office rejected his claim, which was upheld by the first-tier immigration tribunal. 
He is appealing against the decision but faces deportation. 
 
The challenges faced by LGBT asylum seekers were further highlighted by a case in which 
a first-tier immigration tribunal judge rejected the claim of a man because he did not have 
a gay “demeanour”. 
 
The judge said he did not accept the man applying to stay in the UK was gay and contrasted 
his appearance with that of a witness who “wore lipstick” and had an “effeminate” manner, 
who the judge accepted was gay. 
 
In July, the high court ordered the Home Office to help a woman eturn to Britain after she 
was refused asylum on grounds of sexuality and deported to Uganda. The judge on the 
case said it was “procedurally unfair”. 
 
If the judgment stands, the woman would be the first deportee whose case was processed 
through fast-track rules operational between 2005 and 2015 to return to the UK and appeal 
against the decision to deport her. 
 
The ruling could encourage similar appeals from thousands of people whose asylum claims 
were treated under the same system. 
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A Home Office spokesperson said: “Individuals are only returned to their country of origin 
when the Home Office and courts deem it is safe to do so. 
 
“Each case is considered on its individual merits against relevant case law and published 
country information, and all decisions on claims based on sexual orientation are reviewed 
by an experienced caseworker. 
 
“The UK has a proud record of providing protection to those fleeing persecution. Over 12 
months, we gave protection to more than 18,500 people, the highest number since 2003.” 
 
 

UKRAINE: Coalition of religions and believers to ban the 
Gay Pride in Odessa 

Dumskaya (20.08.2019) - “Undermining the reputation of the city": the Moscow 
Patriarchate, along with individual Catholics and Protestants, asks Trukhanov to ban the 
LGBT march in Odessa 
  
A number of religious organizations in Odessa addressed Gennady Trukhanov, the mayor 
of Odessa, a one-million city on the Black Sea, asking him not to allow the LGBT action 
“Pride-2019” to be held in our city, announced for the second half of August. 
  
The authors of the document cite the Bible and the 51st article of the Constitution of 
Ukraine, which states that “marriage is based on the free will of men and women”, and 
“family, childhood, motherhood and fatherhood are protected by law.” 
 

 
Photo via Dumskaya 
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Signatories believe that the march of sexual minorities in Odessa is “inappropriate” and 
“undermines the city’s reputation.” They beg the mayor not to allow the Pride "for the sake 
of peace among the residents and visitors of the city" and promise to "pray for the souls 
of these people so that the Lord will help them free themselves from perversions." 
  
The first signature on the appeal was put by the Metropolitan of Odessa and Izmail 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC) of the Moscow Patriarchate Agafangel. Also 
there are autographs of Odessa representatives of one of the Jewish communities 
(not the largest); Armenian Apostolic Church; Roman Catholic and Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Churches; several Protestant organizations, including those whose believers 
were displaced from the occupied territories of Ukraine by Russian-backed fighters in the 
Donbas. Muslims and the Orthodox Church of Ukraine (OCU) ignored this initiative. 
  
In the Odessa Exarchate of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church (UGCC), they told 
us that the letter was signed by Father Superior Ruslan Ostafy, Rector of the Cathedral of 
St. Andrew, and this is his personal initiative. Moreover, when the Greek Catholic put his 
signature and seal, the signatures of Agafangel (Savvin) were not there. 
  
Roman Catholics have not yet commented on the situation. The appeal is signed by 
Bishop Bronislaw Berndsky, but it is well known that he is already at an advanced age, 
seriously ill and has not managed dioceses for a long time, where he has been appointed 
bishop-coadjutor (acting) - Stanislav Shirokoradyuk. Only the latter can officially represent 
the Catholic community of the south of Ukraine in such matters, but Father Stanislav did 
not sign the paper. According to our sources in the capital, the apostolic nunciature 
(Vatican Embassy) in Kiev urged the Catholic communities not to actively participate in 
such initiatives, especially if they come from the Moscow Patriarchate. 
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HRWF Translation/adaptation of the article of Sergey Konkov/Reuters 
 


