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What you should know about India's 'anti-Muslim' 

citizenship bill 

The ruling Hindu nationalist government pushes for bill, which opposition says 
violates India's secular constitution. 

 
By Bilal Kuchay 

 

Al Jazeera (09.12.2019) - https://bit.ly/2LV5afJ - India's lower House of Parliament (Lok 
Sabha) has passed the controversial Citizenship Amendment Bill (CAB), which will grant 

citizenship to religious minorities from neighbouring countries, with legal experts saying 
it violates the country's secular constitution. 

 

The bill, which seeks to amend the 1955 citizenship law, aims to give citizenship to 
"persecuted" minorities - Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and Christians - from 

Bangladesh, Afghanistan and Pakistan, but excludes Muslims. 
 

After being approved 311-80 by the lower chamber on Monday, the bill will now go to the 

upper House, where the ruling Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) lacks a 
majority. 

 

Opposition parties say the bill is discriminatory as it singles out Muslims in an officially 
secular nation of 1.3 billion people. Muslims form nearly 15 percent of the population. 

 

https://bit.ly/2LV5afJ
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Critics point out that the move is part of a Hindu supremacist agenda pushed by the 

government of Prime Minister Narendra Modi since it came to power nearly six years ago. 
 

'Strategy to polarise India' 
 

Sanjay Jha, spokesperson of the main opposition Congress party, told Al Jazeera that the 

CAB is "part of a deeper divisive BJP's political strategy to polarise India". 
 

"Hence the exclusionary element of religion in CAB," he said. "The political business 

model of the BJP is to keep India on a permanent boil, raising the communal 
temperatures high during elections." 

 
Last month, Minister of Home Affairs Amit Shah, a close confidant of Modi, announced 

that the country will begin the exercise of counting all its citizens to weed out 

undocumented immigrants from neighbouring countries. 
 

A similar exercise called the National Register of Citizens (NRC) was carried out in the 
northeast state of Assam where nearly two million people were left off the citizens' list in 

August. 

 
Shah has in the past called Bangladeshi immigrants as "termites" and "infiltrators" and a 

threat to national security. 

 
His party has vehemently opposed the arrival of Rohingya refugees and threatened to 

deport them to Myanmar despite the Muslim minority facing ethnic cleansing back home. 
 

The draft law also excludes Sri Lanka, where Tamil minorities have faced atrocities. 

 
What is the Citizenship Amendment Bill? 

 
The CAB, first introduced in Parliament in July 2016, seeks to amend the Citizenship Act 

1955 by making religion a basis for citizenship. The previous law did not make religion an 

eligibility criterion to become a citizen. 
 

The bill was passed in the Lok Sabha in January this year, but could not be taken up in 
the Upper House, following protests in the northeastern states and resistance from the 

opposition. 

 
The new bill cleared by the Cabinet last week, made some exemptions for the 

northeastern states, which have protested against the move, saying it will encourage 

tens of thousands of Hindus from Bangladesh to migrate to India. 
 

As per the new draft law, the undocumented immigrants must have resided in India in 
the last one year and for at least six years in total to qualify for citizenship while the 

1955 law prescribes 12 years' residency as a qualification. 

 
'Discriminatory bill' 

 
The major criticism of the bill has been that it prevents Muslims from seeking citizenship, 

something similar to US President Donald Trump's Muslim ban under which Muslims from 

few countries were banned from seeking asylum. 
 

Legal experts argue that it violates Article 14 of the constitution, which guarantees the 

right to equality. 
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Faizan Mustafa, an expert on constitutional law, termed the bill "very regressive" and a 

violation of the constitution. 
 

"We don't have our citizenship based on religion," said Mustafa, the vice chancellor of 
NALSAR University of Law in Hyderabad. 

 

"Our constitution prohibits any discrimination based on religion. By distinguishing illegal 
immigrants based on religion, the proposed law violates the basic structure of the Indian 

constitution," he told Al Jazeera. 

 
"If Indian government, through this bill, wants to give citizenship to persecuted 

minorities in the neighbouring countries, how can it exclude the Rohingya of Myanmar 
who are far more persecuted than any other group in the neighbourhood," he said. 

 

"Similarly, how can we exclude Ahmediyas and Shia from Pakistan and Bangladesh and 
Hazaras from Afghanistan." 

 
Opposition in the Northeast 

 

A large section of people and organisations in the northeast have opposed the bill, saying 
it will nullify the provisions of the Assam Accord of 1985, which fixed March 24, 1971, as 

the cut-off date for deportation of all undocumented immigrants irrespective of religion. 

 
The current bill has set a cut-off of date of December 31, 2014. 

 
Home minister Shah has assured that people in the northeast, home to a large number of 

tribal population - will be exempted from purview of the bill, but that has failed to 

assuage their fears. 
 

"People in the northeast are concerned about the bill because they feel it will change the 
demographic composition of their states," Sanjoy Hazarika, director of the 

Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative, told Al Jazeera. 

 
NRC 

 
On August 31, the final list of NRC - a Supreme Court-monitored bureaucratic citizenship 

exercise - excluded nearly two million people from its final citizenship list in Assam. 

 
The exercise, meant to exclude Bangladeshi undocumented immigrants, saw many 

genuine Indian citizens also left out. 

 
BJP rejected the outcome of the process in Assam as a sizable section of those left out 

were apparently Hindus. No official figures are out yet. 
 

"The motive behind CAB is to actually legitimise the citizenship of all those non-Muslims 

who may be declared as illegal immigrants as per the NRC," claims Mustafa. 
 

The government, however, maintains that the bill aims to grant citizenship to minorities 
who have faced religious persecution in the neighbouring Muslim-majority countries. 

 

"The argument that this bill is discriminatory cannot apply as the issue is not about the 
Indian citizens," BJP spokesperson Nalin Kohli told Al Jazeera. "The Bill is for Hindu, Sikh, 

Buddhist, Jain, Parsi and Christian minority communities who because of partition could 

not come to India and suffered persecution in their own countries." 
 

"Regarding Muslims, there are countries that were formed exclusively for them," he said. 
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When asked about other persecuted Ahmediyas and Rohingya, Nalin Kohli said: "India is 
not looking to be inundated by those who are already citizens of the neighbouring 

countries." 

 

Cabinet sends religion-based citizenship bill to 

parliament 

 

By Devjyot Ghoshal and Zarir Hussain 
 

Reuters (04.12.2019) - https://reut.rs/2Ynkkzk - India’s cabinet approved a bill on 
Wednesday to give citizenship to religious minorities persecuted in neighboring Muslim 

countries, the first time that the country is seeking to grant nationality on the basis of 
religion.  
 

Last month, Amit Shah, India’s federal home (interior) minister, told parliament that 

non-Muslim minorities - Hindus, Buddhists, Jains, Christians, Sikhs and Parsis - who fled 
from Bangladesh, Pakistan and Afghanistan would be given Indian citizenship under the 

proposed law.  
 

The Citizenship Amendment Bill (CAB) was first introduced in 2016 by the Hindu 

nationalist government of Prime Minister Narendra Modi but was withdrawn after an 

alliance partner withdrew support and protests flared in India’s remote and ethnically 
diverse northeastern region.  
 

Giving Indian citizenship to “Hindus, Jains, Buddhists and Sikhs escaping persecution” 
was part of the manifesto of Modi’s ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) ahead of a 

general election in May 2019 that the nationalist leader swept.  
 

Critics have called the proposed law anti-Muslim, and some opposition parties have also 
pushed back, arguing citizenship cannot be granted on the basis of religion.  
 

The passage of the bill, which could be introduced in parliament this week, will also be a 

test for the BJP, since it enjoys a majority in the lower house but is short of numbers in 
India’s upper house. Any bill needs to be ratified by both houses of India’s parliament to 

become law.  
 

In Assam, a northeastern state that was the epicenter of protests, some students groups 

said they were still opposed to the law, fearing that tens of thousands of Hindu migrants 

from neighboring Bangladesh would gain citizenship.  
 

“We do not support CAB and shall launch a vigorous mass agitation across Assam and 

the Northeast,” All Assam Students’ Union Advisor Samujjal Bhattacharya told Reuters.  
 

Assam’s Finance Minister and senior BJP leader Himanta Biswa Sarma said that there 

would be amendments in the bill to help ease regional concerns. “But since CAB is for the 

whole of India, there cannot be a separate bill for the Northeast,” he said.  
 

However he did not give details. 

https://www.reuters.com/journalists/devjyot-ghoshal
https://www.reuters.com/journalists/zarir-hussain
https://reut.rs/2Ynkkzk
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Orissa, five Christians accused of guru Laxamananda 

murder released on bail 

 

By Nirmala Carvalho 
 

AsiaNews (27.11.2019) - http://bit.ly/2QYPE5D - Previously, the Supreme Court had 

established the release of two other Christians accused without evidence of the murder of 

the Hindu guru. The accusations against the Christians had triggered the 2008 pogrom. 
Bishop Barwa: "Happy and sad at the same time, because Christians have suffered 

through faults not theirs". In 2021 the Plenary of Indian Bishops will be held in 
Bhubaneswar. 

 

The Supreme Court of India has decided to release on bail the last five of the seven 
Christians sentenced to life imprisonment charged with the murder of the Hindu swami 

Laxamananda Saraswati in 2008. 

 
That murder, claimed by the Maoists but attributed to Christians by Hindu 

fundamentalists, triggered the sectarian violence in Orissa. 
 

Reacting to AsiaNews Fr. Dibakar Parichha, Christian defense lawyer on behalf of the 

archdiocese of Cuttack-Bhubaneswar, rejoices: "Finally justice is done to the  innocent 
persons.  I am happy that they will be united with their own family and make new life 

after 11 years”. 
 

The court's ruling was issued yesterday. The five men are Bhaskar Sunamajhi, 

Buddhadev Nayak, Durjo Sunamajhi, Sanatan Badamajhi and Munda Badamajhi (with 
mental disabilities). They had been in jail since 2008, with a life sentence handed down 

in 2013. Before them, in May of this year the same court freed Gornath Chalanseth, the 

first of the seven who was able to embrace his family again; then, last July, bail was also 
granted to Bijaya Sanaseth. 

Archbishop John Barwa declares: "I I am happy and also sad, I am  overjoyed that finally 
my people have received bail, on the other hand, I feel saddened that innocent Christians 

were incarcerated for eleven long years". The prisoners' families, he continues, "have 

suffered tremendously. They suffered immense suffering because of their faults, but only 
because they were Christians. However, we are very happy now. This is a success story 

because God is faithful. " 
 

Yesterday, says Msgr. Barwa, "I was in Kandhamal and the wives wanted to meet me to 

thank me. In fact, the diocese of Cuttack-Bhubaneswar has supported the legal fees of 
the Christians, except for one of them defended by Adf [Alliance Defending Freedom, 

ed.]. Fr. Dibya Singh, legal advisor of the archdiocese, took care of their trials. We have 
scheduled a thanksgiving prayer for when they return. Also in February 2021 there will 

be the Plenary Assembly of the Bishops' Conference in Bhubaneswar. We have already 

started the preparations. Our goal is to bring the bishops of India to Kandhamal”. 
 

The lawyer thanks “all our supporters. When we appealed for bail, the matter was 

referred to various courts. At that point we turned to the Supreme Court against the High 
Court of Orissa which continued to deny their release. It is a victory for the innocent”. 

 
In 2008 the religious violence unleashed by the Hindu radicals devastated the Christian 

community with a very heavy toll: 120 deaths; almost 56 thousand faithful forced to 

http://bit.ly/2QYPE5D
http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Pogrom-in-Orissa:-life-imprisonment-for-seven-innocent-Christians-29181.html
http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Pogrom-in-Orissa:-life-imprisonment-for-seven-innocent-Christians-29181.html
http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Maoists-killed-the-Hindu-swami;-government-of-Orissa-concealed-the-evidence-13407.html
http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Orissa:-seven-innocent-Christians-still-in-prison-after-four-years-26673.html
http://www.asianews.it/news-en/One-of-seven-Christians-jailed-for-Orissa-pogroms-is-released.-Archbishop-Barwa:-God-be-praised-47077.html
http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Orissa,-second-of-seven-Christians-imprisoned-for-pogroms-released-on-bail-47594.html
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flee; 8 thousand homes burned or looted in 415 villages; 300 churches demolished; 40 

raped women. 
 

Sajan K George, president of the Global Council of Indian Christians (GCIC), says: "5 
innocent walked free on bail after 10 years, 11 months and 11days in prison, 

GCIC thanks God for the freedom". "The arrest of the seven Christians - he complains - 

has upset the Christians of India who already had difficulty recovering from fatal attacks. 
Christian lawyers immediately started fighting for their release. The court sentenced 

them to life imprisonment on the basis of false accusations of a fabricated "conspiracy 

theory", although there was no clear evidence." 

 

 

Uttar Pradesh, the new 'even tougher' anti-conversion 

law 

By Nirmala Carvalho 

 

AsiaNews (22.11.2019) - http://bit.ly/2Ogsypp - The draft law is presented one month 
before Christmas. Christian leader: "It will be the tool in the hands of the administration 

to torment and harass us". The Indian state has the highest number of episodes of 
violence against Christians. 

 

The Legislative Commission of the State of Uttar Pradesh has presented the proposal for 
a law against forced conversions because the existing regulatory provisions are not 

considered "sufficient". Sajan K George, president of the Global Council of Indian 

Christians (GCIC), condemns the decision to AsiaNews: "India is a secular democratic 
country. This new law that wants to punish forced conversions suggested by the state 

body violates the constitutional guarantees established by art. 21 ". 
 

The proposal of the state commission was submitted yesterday to the attention of the 

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, the famous Hindu holy man hostile to religious minorities, 
who in the past criticized the works of charity of Mother Teresa in India. Sapna Tripathi, 

secretary of the organization, said that in "the report was submitted together with the 
legislative draft, Uttar Pradesh Freedom of Religion Bill 2019". 

 

Sajan K George protests: "Uttar Pradesh is the state with the highest number of attacks 
against Christians, pastors and faithful. Christian meetings and prayer meetings are 

interrupted. False reports of forced conversions are presented against the vulnerable 
Christian community. Any type of social activity is held up as an attempt at seduction or 

fraudulent conversion. The extreme right-wing fundamentalist groups operate with the 

connivance of the police and build accusations without proof ”. 
 

The women of the Christian community, adds the president of the Gcic, "are harassed, 

the groups of" Hindu vigilantes "constantly monitor against anything that they perceive 
as anti-Hindu. As we approach Christmas, this draft law will be the tool in the hands of 

the administration to torment and intimidate the tiny Christian population. The GCIC 
prays for the safety and salvation of the life, property and freedom of the faithful of Jesus 

in Uttar Pradesh ”. 

http://bit.ly/2Ogsypp
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Tamil Nadu, a Protestant pastor arrested, accused of 

burning Hindu gods 

The half-destroyed images were found in the church enclosure of the Rev. John 

Britto, near Coimbatore. The complaint came from a neighbor who alerted the 
Hindu radicals. Sajan K George: "More and more often extremists are venting 

violence on pastors and faithful". 

 
By Nirmala Carvalho 

 
AsiaNews (08.11.2019) - https://bit.ly/34Imsn3 - A Pentecostal pastor from Tamil Nadu 

was arrested on charges of insulting Hindu religious sentiments.  A neighbor reported 

him after finding the burnt images of some Hindu gods in the fence at his church near 
Coimbatore.  Sajan K George, president of the Global Council of Indian Christians (GCIC), 

told AsiaNews: "We cannot have independent confirmations whether it was really the 

pastor who burned the images, or whether they were placed there by people with ulterior 
motives.  If this were the case, it would be unacceptable and wrong to lack respect for 

the faith of others". 
 

The reverend is called John Britto, he is 53 years old and is originally from Madurai.  

According to the newspaper The Hindu, on 2 November the neighbor would have found 
the burnt remains of Hindu gods and would have lulled other people.  Later the complaint 

was lodged by an activist from "Hindu Munnani" [a Hindu local organization founded to 
protect Hindu religion and monuments, ed.]. 

 

Sajan K George protests: "Some members of the Hindu extremist group Munnani are 
venting violence against shepherds in the southern state of Tamil Nadu.  The 

fundamentalists guard the reverends and Christian churches.  In the past, they raided 

prayer centers, abusing community members.  They beat ministers of the cult, even 
harassed women with obscene words, turned the church upside down and finally grabbed 

the Bible, setting it on fire in the middle of the road". 
 

He continues, "in March 2018 there was a great protest in the church of Our Lady of 

Perpetual Aid in Anjalnagaron to denounce religious fanaticism against the Christians of 
Madurai.  5 thousand people took part in the meeting.  The forum approved a resolution 

to stop violence in the name of religion". 
 

All religions, conclude the Christian activist, "teach their faithful to respect the religion of 

others.  There must be respect for all religious beliefs and practices. Unfortunately, we 
are instead witnessing a growing intolerance towards the Christian faith”. 

 

Andhra Pradesh, nationalists push Christians to mass 
conversion to Hinduism 

The "Ghar wapsi" campaign was carried out by the local cell of the Hindu 
nationalist party in government. About 500 Christians convinced to take an oath 

to the Hindu religion and to promise not to go to church anymore. 
 

By Nirmala Carvalho 

 

https://bit.ly/34Imsn3
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Asia News (25.10.2019) - https://bit.ly/2MNr5Gs - In Andhra Pradesh a group of Hindu 

nationalists belonging to the BJP ruling party (Bharatiya Janata Party) has carried out 
mass conversions to Dalit and Christian tribal Hinduism, accusing the missionaries of 

practicing conversions for "personal interests". 

 
Sajan K George, president of the Global Council of Indian Christians (GCIC) reports that 

the practice, known in India with the term "Ghar wapsi" ["return home", therefore to the 
presumed Hindu origins of the population - ed], was carried out on October 20th. 

 

Speaking to AsiaNews the Christian leader condemns the habit of "harassing Dalit and 
tribal Christians with" Ghar wapsi "campaigns, with the aim of spreading psychosis 

among the innocent poor and the disadvantaged classes". 

 
The reconversion program took place in the temple of Sri Veerabhadra Swamy in 

Srisailam. Here the members of the BJP state cell have convinced Christians to 
pronounce sacred formulas to the Hindu gods, such as the "Maha Mrityunjaya Homam" 

[oath to the god Shiva, ed.], And to offer gifts to the gods, such as the "Punaragamana 

pavithra maha yagnam "[A type of puja, a typical votive ritual]. "They forced them - 
protests Sajan K George - to swear allegiance to the Hindu religion". 

 
Following the advice of the nationalists, about 500 Christians from the local Dalit colony 

have promised not to go to church. According to Darsanapu Srinivas, a radical who led 

the reconversion program, Christianity is a "foreign religion" practiced by "missionaries 
who attract Dalit and tribal through deceit". "We must not allow - he added - that our 

rich culture, heritage and religious practices are invaded by foreign religions for 

temporary gains". 
 

Sajan K George comments: "I am indignant. The real intention is to terrorize dalits, 
adivasis and other disadvantaged classes for political purposes. Groups that were once 

considered "untouchables" and oppressed are now forced to participate in these 

http://www.asianews.it/files/img/INDIA_-1025_-_Riconversioni_(600_x_451).jpg
http://www.asianews.it/files/img/INDIA_-1025_-_Riconversioni_(600_x_451).jpg
https://bit.ly/2MNr5Gs
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programs. The tribals have never been Hindus, so it is a great injustice to force them into 

rituals of conversion. For Dalits then, it's a return to untouchability ". 
 

The Christian leader underlines that "India is a secular and democratic country, where 
conversions to Christianity always take place by free choice and are not valid if induced 

or provoked by force. The priority must be the socio-economic development of all 

classes. Those in power must urgently resolve the issue of the poor, reviving the 
oppressed from their humiliating poverty ”. 

 

Indian Church demolished by local council within month 
of opening 

By Ian Sleeper 
 

British Pakistani Christians (29.09.2019) - https://bit.ly/327rJDX - In an act of 
bureaucratic vandalism, a newly built church was demolished after just over a month of 

use. The local authority ordered the destruction due to a lack of planning permission 

despite the entire community having been built without any. 
 

Pastor Newton Das, (35), began the purchase of a 600sq yard plot of land for a church in 

Sirsa, Haryana, in December 2017. After completing payments for the land amounting to 
9 Lakh rupees (£10,300) in August 2018, Pastor Newton began to develop the land. To 

save costs he hired local contractors at 3 Lakh rupees (£3,440) and drew on substantial 
help through congregational members who volunteered, eager to begin worship in a 

designated church building.  

 
The new church building became usable in August 2019 after the basic infrastructure 

including a main hall and washroom facility where built. Over 200 believers attended 
'Church of Jesus Anointing' at its launch on 7th August and new visitors began to attend 

the church. However, by the second week the church received a letter from the local 

municipal authority asking them to cease any use of the building because the appropriate 
planning permission had not been applied for.  

 

Unsure that the letter was genuine especially as the church had only just begun services, 
Pastor Newton contacted local neighbours to get a better understanding of the contents. 

Local Hindu neighbours all said they had received a similar letter form the council, but no 
further action was taken or expected. On hearing this Pastor Newton decided not to do 

anything about the letter.  

 
A week later a further letter than arrived and Pastor Newton decided to obtain a solicitor. 

The latest letter did not express that any physical action would be taken by the local 
council so there was no rush to get things in place with a legal counsel. Only days later 

31st August 2019 however Pastor Newton was shocked to the core when he was advised 

that a force of police, military officers and Municipal officials had turned up at the partly 
constructed church and were demolishing the building. Though this was deeply upsetting 

especially as it had taken so long to pay for the land and to build the church Pastor 

Newton stayed away from the demolition after being warned by church members that the 
agents involved in the demolition were being very aggressive.  

 
A JCB vehicle was brought to the church and was used to demolish the church boundary 

wall and building. The main hall and washroom facility were flattened, and a water cooler 

and the church sound system were broken beyond repair.  

 

https://bit.ly/327rJDX
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Cardinal Alencherry wants justice for priest and catechist 

arrested for "forced conversions" 
 

The two Catholics have been held in Jharkhand since 6 September. A court has 
rejected their request for bail. In a note, Syro-Malabar Major Archbishop says, 

“It is clear that those who are not happy with the social and educational 

activities of the missionaries among the villagers are behind this.” 
 

By Nirmala Carvalho 
 

AsiaNews.it (13.09.2019) - https://bit.ly/2kMSmNY - A Catholic priest and a catechist 

were arrested on false charges of forced conversions to Christianity. Fr Binoy John and 
catechist Munna Hansda have been detained in a Jharkhand prison since 6 September. 

 

Card George Alencherry, Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church (one of the three 
rites of the Indian Catholic Church), is demanding they be treated with justice and 

immediately released. For the prelate, the two men are “under unjust judicial custody,” 
and prolonging it “amounts to abuse of the legal system”. 

 

Last week the Jharkhand police arrested the two men and a second priest, Fr Arun 
Vincent. The latter was released, whilst the others remain in prison on charges of forced 

conversions at the Rajdaha mission, Diocese of Bhagalpur. 
 

Card Alencherry’s reaction was relayed in a note signed by Fr Antony Thalachelloor, 

secretary of the Syro-Malabar Media Commission. 
 

In addition to the detention, the Church leader also objects to the methods of arrest. The 

police went to the house of the three. Without any explanation, they told them to report 
to a police station where they were formally charged and arrested. 

 
According to the note, “This is a classical case of misusing the provisions of Freedom of 

Religion Act,” the State’s anti-conversion law. “This is a denial of freedom of right to 

propagate religion and the right to freedom of conscience guaranteed by the Constitution 
of India. 

 
The defendants’ lawyers applied for bail, but the Court of Judicial Magistrate Court in 

Godda rejected their request. 

 
For the cardinal, “It is clear that those who are not happy with the social and educational 

activities of the missionaries among the villagers are behind this.” 
 

“Christians of the country have always valued and strived for maintaining religious and 

social harmony. Christianity does not believe in forced conversions and the Church in 
India does not practice forced conversions.” 

 

“The activities of the Church among the weaker sections of the society are appreciated by 
all irrespective of political differences. The Christian community of the India is shocked 

about the arrest of the priest and the catechist based on the accusations fabricated with 
ulterior motives.” 

 

In a press release issued from the major Archiepiscopal Curia of the Syro-Malabar Church 
at Mount St. Thomas Kakkanad, the prelate appeals “to the concerned authority to take 

steps ensuring justice to the arrested.” At the same time, “He also exhorted all the 

https://bit.ly/2kMSmNY
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faithful to pray for the arrested, their dear and near ones and for all those who are 

rendering their service in the mission areas.” 
 

HRWF comment: 
  

For regular information about acts of violence against religious minorities in India, see 

https://mapviolence.in.  
  

Recommended reading: Hindu Extremists Movements in India (2009) by Willy Fautré 

(Human Rights Without Frontiers). 

 

 

Six months of violent incidents against Christians 
 

ADF India (23.08.2019) - In the first six months of the year 2019 there were 158 

incidents of violence against Christians in 23 states of India according to the records of 
UCF Helpline Number 1800-208-4545. Out of the 158 incidents recorded, 130 are mob 

attacks against Christians assembled peacefully in a church/house-church for prayer 
service or intimidation and threats by a violent mob. 

 

Freedom of Religion or Belief (FoRB) is severely curtailed in 23 out of 29 states in India, 
which means practicing one’s faith is dangerous in over 90% of India. Similarly, mob 

violence accounts for over 90% of the incidents.  

 
In fact, mob violence has become a norm in our country, with no political party taking 

strong position against such acts of violence. Another practice that is also becoming 
normal is the trend of not filing first information reports (FIRs) against violent 

perpetrators. This is evidenced by only 24 out of 158 incidents having FIRs registered 

against them. Remarkably, 11 states are under the rule of so-called secular parties in 
comparison to 12 states that are under the rule of the National Democratic Alliance 

(NDA). 
 

List of States where violence against Christians is reported: Andhra Pradesh, 

Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Goa, Gujarat. Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and 
Kashmir, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, 

Puducherry, Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh and West 

Bengal. 
 

Uttar Pradesh continues to witness the highest number of incidents with 32 incidents of 
violence reported against Christians followed by 31 incidents in Tamil Nadu. The modus 

operandi followed in all of these incidents is very similar. A mob accompanied by the 

police arrives at the prayer service, shouts slogans, and beats up the congregations 
which include women and children. Then the pastors are arrested or detained by the 

police under the false allegation of conversion. 
 

There were 110 women and 89 children who were injured in these 158 incidents. Sadly, 

these incidents have become so common that nobody has publicly condemned them 
including political, civil society and religious leaders. There are only a few publications 

that give an unbiased report. 

 
One thing that can be clearly seen is the consistent increase in violence against 

Christians since 2014. There were just below 150 incidents in 2014, which rose closer to 
200 in 2015. In 2016, this number was over 200. The years 2017 and 2018 reached 250 

and 300 respectively. Now, in 2019, there have already been 26 incidents per month in 

comparison to 20 incidents per month the year before. 
 

https://mapviolence.in/
https://www.academia.edu/5201543/Hindu_Extremist_Movements_in_India
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To track violence against Christians in India please visit: https://mapviolence.in/.  

 

 

Supreme Court orders Kandhamal Christian freed on bail 
after 10 years in prison 

World Watch Monitor (22.05.2019) - https://bit.ly/2K0N1Nk - Gornath Chalanseth, one 

of seven Christians jailed for life for the murder of a Hindu swami in the Kandhamal 
district of Odisha state in eastern India, has been freed on bail by India’s Supreme Court 

yesterday, May 21. 
 

The seven – three of whom are Dalits, the other four tribals – continue to maintain their 

innocence. 
 

However, only Chalanseth’s bail application was filed in the Supreme Court – after Odisha 
High Court had rejected it for a second time last December. Once given bail, there is no 

deadline to return to jail unless ordered by the Supreme Court. 

 
A former Supreme Court Justice Cyriac Joseph and former Kerala High Court Justice P K 

Shamsuddin, have criticized the delays in hearing the men’s appeal. 

 
“This (delay) is a failure of the judicial system. In the judicial process, appeal could be 

delayed for many reasons. But in this case there are no (technical) reasons to keep it 
pending. It seems to be deliberately delayed, perhaps so that it is brought before a 

suitable judge,” remarked Justice Joseph a year ago. 

 
“When we were convicted (in 2013), it was a shock. It was very stressful for me when I 

put behind bars for murder, despite being innocent” Chalanseth told World Watch Monitor 
as he walked free. “10 years, five months and six days [in prison]…I thank God for the 

freedom. My joy has no words.” 

 
Chalanseth received an emotional welcome at the iron gate of the district jail in Phulbani 

(headquarters of Kandhamal district) where over two dozen members his family had 

gathered for hours impatiently since morning. 
 

“This is the happiest day of my life,” said Rutha, Gornath’s wife as she waited for her 
husband’s release clutching a bouquet of flowers in her hands. 

 

All Chalanseth’s four children, including his married daughter Santilatha, had joined his 
three brothers, sister and stepmother who had undertaken a five hour journey from 

Kotagarh area to be at the jail to welcome Gornath as he stepped into freedom – on the 
May 9 order on a plea by the legal team of New Delhi-based ADF (Alliance Defending 

Freedom). 

 
“The only one missing here is our grandfather – 90 year old Bachan Chalanseth. He is too 

old to make this long journey,” explained Nithaniel Chalanseth, eldest of his three sons, 

who had been busy rushing around to get the bail order executed. 
 

“I have only faint memory of the days when our father was taken away,” remarked a 
beaming 17-year old Shisir, who completed school exams two months ago. “But now it is 

a day of great joy for us as papa is going to be with us.” 

 
After greeting his family, Chalanseth was ushered into a nearby church and shouted his 

thanksgiving, tears of joy running down his cheeks. 

https://mapviolence.in/
https://bit.ly/2K0N1Nk
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He, along with six others – Bhaskar Sunamajhi, Bijay Sanseth, Buddhadev Nayak, Durjo 
Sunamajhi, Sanatan Badamajhi and mentally challenged Munda Badamajhi – was 

convicted to life imprisonment by the third judge on their case, after the first two had 
been transferred away from it. 

 

“Gradually I found solace in prayer. Prayer gave me peace of mind and I always 
remained disciplined in the jail,” Gornath said. 

 

Impressed by his conduct, jail officials made him ‘wall guard’ to watch over 40 prisoners 
in the Phulbani jail that had over 400 prisoners. 

 
“I had the freedom to move freely around for 12 hours (day) and was not confined to 

cells,” Gornath said proudly. 

 
As the news of the bail from the Supreme Court came, the jail chief asked Gornath: “How 

will we find a replacement for you as wall guard?” 
 

While sipping joy of walking out to freedom from captivity of a decade, Gornath said a 

twinge of sadness: “I happy with my freedom but there are other innocents in jail. Six of 
Kandhamal’s innocents are also in jail.” 

 

Chalanseth, 41, was taken into police custody on 13 December 2008, but initially 
suspected nothing as he was active in politics. 

 
His cousin, a pastor, accompanied him to the police station, and saw him taken away. A 

couple of days later, after his cousin had not returned, the cousin went back to the 

station and heard he had been charged with murder. 
 

Since his conviction, he’s been released twice on ‘parole ‘ for a short time, the last 
occasion was Christmas 2017. That time was the first two week ‘parole’ for Bijay 

Sanseth. 

 
Background 

 
Nearly 100 Christians were killed and 300 churches and 6,000 Christian homes damaged 

in the Kandhamal district of Odisha, after the killing of Swami Laxmanananda Saraswati 

on 23 August 2008. 
 

By the end of that year, the seven had been arrested. In 2013, they were found guilty of 

the murder by the trial court and each sentenced to life imprisonment. 
 

The convictions shocked India’s Christian community, which was still reeling after the 
deadly attacks, and Christian advocates have been fighting for their release ever since. 

 

Since 2008, the local community has struggled to receive adequate compensation from 
the government, which has been a source of much contention. A year ago, a decade on, 

the Odisha High Court forced the Odisha government to make available more than 153 
million rupees (US$2.28 million) to pay compensation to about 6,000 people who either 

lost family members, were injured or who lost their homes in the riots. 

 
A conspiracy? 

 

The website release7innocents.com outlines the major discrepancies and apparent 
injustices in the case against the Christians. 
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“The trial court convicted the seven accused and sentenced them to life imprisonment on 

the basis of a fabricated ‘Christian conspiracy theory’ despite hardly any credible 
evidence brought before the court,” it states. 

 
The website complains that these discrepancies within the case against the seven were 

apparent right from the start, when Hindu fundamentalists blamed Christians for the 

Swami’s murder. 
 

Last December, the lifetime prison sentence given to a top Indian politician for his 

involvement in riots that led to the killing of 2,700 Sikhs in 1984, gave hope to India’s 
Christian minority still waiting for justice. 

 

Murders of religious minorities in India go unpunished, 
report finds 

By Kai Schultz 

 

The New York Times (18.02.2019) - https://nyti.ms/2GCIb8a - New Delhi: The Indian 
authorities have delayed investigating a wave of vigilante-style murders of religious 

minorities, with many instead working to justify the attacks or file charges against some 

of the victims’ families, according to a report released Tuesday by Human Rights Watch. 
 

The 104-page report said that since Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s governing Bharatiya 
Janata Party took power in 2014, attacks led by so-called cow protection groups have 

jumped sharply. 

 
Between May 2015 and December 2018, at least 44 people have been killed, Human 

Rights Watch found. Most of the victims were Muslims accused of storing beef or 
transporting cows for slaughter, a crime in most Indian states. Many Hindus, who form 

about 80 percent of India’s population, consider cows sacred. 

 
Data cited in the report from FactChecker.in, an Indian organization that tracks reports of 

violence, found that as many as 90 percent of religion-based hate crimes in the last 

decade occurred after Mr. Modi took office. Mobs hung victims from trees, frequently 
mutilated victims and burned bodies. 

 
In almost all of these attacks, victims’ families faced significant pushback when they 

pressed for justice. The police “initially stalled investigations, ignored procedures, or even 

played a complicit role in the killings and cover-up of crimes,” the report said. 
 

“Indian police investigations into mob attacks are almost as likely to accuse the minority 
victims of a crime as they are to pursue vigilantes with government connections,” said 

Meenakshi Ganguly, the South Asia director of Human Rights Watch. 

 
Released ahead of national elections this April and May, the report, called “Violent Cow 

Protection in India: Vigilante Groups Attack Minorities,” also looks at the government’s 

response to 11 recent attacks that killed 14 people. 
 

According to a survey from NDTV cited by Human Rights Watch, “communally divisive 
language” in speeches by elected officials shot up nearly 500 percent between 2014 and 

2018, compared with the five years before the B.J.P. came to power. Ninety percent of 

those speeches were from the B.J.P., which has ties to far-right Hindu nationalist groups. 
 

https://nyti.ms/2GCIb8a
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“We will hang those who kill cows,” Raman Singh, a member of the B.J.P. and the former 

chief minister of Chhattisgarh state, said in 2017. 
 

The report said this sort of rhetoric, paired with the profusion of stricter cow protection 
laws, had emboldened mob attacks. They included assaults of Muslim men and women in 

trains; the stripping and beating of lower-caste Dalits in western India; the force-feeding 

of cow dung and urine to two men in northern India; the rape of two women and the 
killing of two men in the state of Haryana for allegedly eating beef at home. 

 

Some of the attacks were filmed, suggesting that the mobs did not fear retribution for 
their actions, said Harsh Mander, an Indian social worker and writer. 

 
“You won’t put your face on video committing a crime if you’re bothered about being 

punished,” he said. “You’re assured that you’ll be protected and treated like a hero.” 

 
Last year, India’s Supreme Court introduced “preventive, remedial and punitive” 

measures to stem mob violence, noting that false rumors spread on messaging 
applications like WhatsApp had worsened the problem. And in August, after a long 

silence, Mr. Modi spoke out against the attacks, saying, “I want to make it clear that mob 

lynching is a crime, no matter the motive.” 
 

But Mr. Mander said these denouncements were too soft. And he added that changing a 

culture of “fear” among minorities would take much more than just voting the B.J.P. out 
of power. 

 
“They’ve created an enabling and supportive environment for people to act out their 

hate,” he said of the government. “Once you let the genie out of the bottle, it’s not going 

to obey you and just go back in.” 

 

Chhattisgarh, Hindu radicals attack a Pentecostal church 

The incident occurred during the prayer service. The attackers beat the faithful 
gathered to hear the Sunday sermon. Some musical instruments destroyed; 

three copies of the Bible ripped. 

 
By Nirmala Carvalho 

 

AsiaNews (28.01.2019) - https://bit.ly/2G7suVc - A group of radical Hindus attacked a 
Pentecostal church in Chhattisgarh. The incident occurred yesterday during Sunday 

prayers, according to Sajan K George, president of the Global Council of Indian Christian 
(GCIC), who "strongly condemns the attack on the Pentecostal church". 

 

The Christian leader reports: "Yesterday around 9.30 am, the Rev. Ajay Ravi was 
preaching at a meeting of about 25 people. Suddenly, without any provocation, 15 

people stormed the church, while others waited outside. The attackers were shouting 
that the people gathered in prayer were insulting the gods and goddesses [Hindu] ". 

 

Later the interruption of the prayer service degenerated into real violence. The radicals, 
continues Sajan K George, "beat up the faithful, insulted the women. Then they ripped 

three copies of the Bible, broke some musical instruments and destroyed a motorcycle. " 

 
The attack took place the day following the 70th anniversary of the Republic. According 

to the president of the GCIC, "it is a shame. Religious freedom is guaranteed by the 

https://bit.ly/2G7suVc


Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | India    

 

Constitution. This attack intimidates the vulnerable Christian community, [and spreads] 

fear and insecurity, above all because of the anti-conversion law in force in the State ". 
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