70,000 law enforcement forces for the protection of
places of worship at Easter
HRWF (02.04.2018) - 41,000 policemen and 29,000 gendarmes were mobilized by the
Ministry of the Interior to protect Christian and Jewish places of worship during the
religious celebrations of Easter and until 7 April, according to a press release published by
the Ministry on 30 March (https://bit.ly/2pVGGHY).
State of emergency
In 2017, 20 terrorist attempts were foiled, according to Gérard Collomb, Minister of the
Interior. During the state of emergency from November 2015 to 1 November 2017, 32
attempts were foiled, 4457 administrative searches were carried out at the address of
individuals having relations with jihadist movements, 625 weapons were discovered
(including 78 war weapons: Kalashnikovs, assault rifles and rocket launchers). This led to
998 criminal investigations, 646 custody cases. 752 individuals were put under house
arrest and 41 still are. When suspects were under house arrest, they had to stay at home
from 8pm to 6am, report to the police or the gendarmerie two or three times per day, and
were not allowed to leave their city without the authorization of the mayor or the prefect.
During the state of emergency, 19 Muslim places of worship suspected of hosting
preachers spreading hate speeches were closed and as of 1 April 11 were still closed. Their
situation is still under investigation, minister Collomb said.
Anti-terrorist law
After 1 November 2017, the lawmakers passed an anti-terrorist law meant to replace the
legislation in force during the state of emergency. Under the new law, the prefect is still
allowed to order administrative searches but only after consulting a prosecutor and after
the decision has been validated by a judge.
The prefect is still authorized to close places of worship if they propagate ideas, theories,
oral statements and printed material inciting to violence, hatred, discrimination, terrorism
or apology of terrorism. However, France has decided that the closure of places of worship
was not a priority in its fight against Islamist terrorism because what was pointed at was
the lack of a global strategy of prevention involving local actors - associative, social,
educational, cultural and police - to put on the radar all weak signals of radicalization.
House arrests are replaced by "individual measures of surveillance". Freedom of
movement is extended from the place of residence to the commune and it can be extended
to the département if the suspect accepts to wear an electronic bracelet.
Controls of personal identification documents are possible without prior authorization of a
judicial authority at the border, near and in train stations, within a 20-km radius from
international ports and airports.
Deportation of foreign dangerous Islamists remains possible. According to governmental
sources, more than 60 people have been deported since 2012.
Protection of places of worship during the state of emergeny
According to statistics from the Interior Ministry, published on 1February 2017, 4,320
places of worship and religious community buildings were under surveillance and
protection of mobile (non-static) patrols by law enforcement and military forces in 2016:
•
•

2,400 out of 45,000 Christian sites (5%)
1,100 out of 2500 Muslim sites (44%)

•

820 Jewishsynagogues, schools and community centers (100%)

Moreover, in the last two years, a budget of 12.5 million EUR was approved to purchase
security and video-protection material for the most sensitive religious sites.
Noteworthy is the fact that soldiers who were protecting religious buildings were targets
of physical attacks. On 3rd February 2015, three soldiers guarding a Jewish community
center were targeted in a knife attack in Nice, and on 1st January 2016, a man tried to
run down troops guarding a mosque in Valence.
In 2016, incidents targeting Jewish and Muslim community buildings respectively
decreased by 54% and 37.5% in comparison with 2015 while there was an increase of
17.4% concerning Christian (Catholic) places of worship[1]: 949 according to the Ministry
of the Interior, including 399 acts of vandalism and 191 cases of theft of worship items.[2]
The Ministry of the Interior also notes that 14 incidents were satanist motivated, and in
25 cases there was an anarchist connotation, but most of the time the perpetrators and
their motivations are unknown.
These statistical ups and downs follow the same trend as the global statistics about antiSemitic, anti-Muslim, and anti-Christian incidents.
Decrease of racist, anti-Semitic and anti-Muslim incidents in 2016 and 2017
After a continuous increase from 2008 to 2015, the number of vandalism incidents
targeting Christian and Muslim graves and places of worship decreased in 2016 and in
2017 but violent acts against Jews were on the rise and vandalism cases against Jewish
sites increased by 22% in comparison with 2016, according to the Ministry of the Interior.
The global statistics in 2017 are clear: 950 racist, anti-Semitic and anti-Muslim incidents
in 2017 v. 1128 in 2016 (-16%).
The number of anti-Muslim incidents (121) dramatically decreased by 34.5%.
The number of racist incidents (518) dropped by 14.8%.
The number of anti-Semitic incidents (311) diminished by 7.2%.
However, the number of acts of violence against Jews has dramatically increased: 97 in
2017 v. 77 in 2016.
Concerning acts of vandalism against religious sites and graves, Christian sites were less
targeted: 878 in 2017 v. 949 in 2016, and Muslim sites were also less targeted: 72 in
2017 v. 85 in 2016.

