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Chinese religious persecution, harassment of refugees 
abroad denounced in Seoul 

A conference co-hosted by Bitter Winter denounced a global CCP campaign 
aimed at preventing Chinese refugees from persecuted religious groups from 

being granted asylum abroad. 
 
By Marco Respinti 
 
Bitter Winter (20.06.2019) - https://bit.ly/2Jgxgjp -  
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Persecution escalating 
 
China is trying to systematically wipe out all religions which are not controlled by the 
Chinese Communist Party (CCP), refugees and human rights experts told a distinguished 
audience at the conference “The Long Arm of the Dragon: China’s Persecution of Believers 
at Home and Abroad,” co-hosted in Seoul on June 20 by the Korean NGO Advocates for 
Public Interest Law (APIL), Brussels-based Human Rights Without Frontiers (HRWF), and 
Bitter Winter. The experts explained how the CCP aggressively pursues religious believers 
who leave the country and exerts pressure to block foreign governments from granting 
them refugee status. The conference marked the United Nations’ World Refugee Day, and 
included an exhibition of pictures about religious persecution in China, most of them taken 
from Bitter Winter. 
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The most extensive persecution is against the Muslim majority in the Xinjiang Uyghur 
autonomous region. “Over three million Uyghur detainees are being held illegally in 
concentration camps and more are held in detention centers and prisons,” said Nurgul 
Sawut, Director of the Board for Campaign for Uyghurs. “What is happening is systematic 
genocide.” Ms. Sawut, who is based in Australia, said that at least 12 of her own family 
members in China were in the camps or were unaccounted for. 
 
“It is hard for people to acknowledge the scale of repression in China,” said Lee Il, a refugee 
rights lawyer with APIL in Seoul. “That is partly because the situation of Uyghurs and other 
victims is not well known. But it is also because it does not fit the image of modern, 
civilized, hi-tech, secular China.” 
 
“But the facts are very clear. Given the sheer scale, the repression now presents the 
greatest threat to human rights in this century. One consequence is that democratic 
countries are having to develop a response to refugees, not just from impoverished and 
war-torn countries, but from a major trading partner,” he said. 
 



Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | China    
 

 
 
The repression includes a number of other religions, from Tibetan Buddhism to new 
religions like Falun Gong and The Church of Almighty God, said Massimo Introvigne, editor-
in-Chief and founder of Bitter Winter. “The Chinese Communist Party has promoted a 
massive campaign of fake news aimed at justifying its persecution to international 
audiences,” he said. “They deny, for example, the harvesting of organs from prisoners of 
conscience, notably members of Falun Gong. They have spread false accusations against 
The Church of Almighty God, including that its members were responsible for the murder 
of a woman in a McDonald’s outlet in 2014, a crime in fact committed by a different 
religious movement.” 
 
“China also claims that Article 300 of its Criminal Code, which punishes those active in a 
banned religious group with jail penalties from three to seven years or more, is only 
enforced against those who commit serious crimes,” Introvigne added. “But this is mere 
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propaganda. Hundreds of decisions against Falun Gong practitioners, members of The 
Church of Almighty God, Shouters, All Range Church, and other Christian churches, and 
one recent case involving Jehovah’s Witnesses, prove that Article 300 is used against 
anybody who spreads the beliefs or the literature of a religious group that is banned in 
China.” 
 
Justice asked for refugees 
 
Some 1,000 members of The Church of Almighty God are seeking asylum in Korea. Two of 
them described their personal experiences of torture at the seminar. Using the pseudonym 
Xiao Rui, one woman said that during her brutal torture when she was strung up and 
beaten for 12 hours, a police officer admitted that official orders permitted them to kill 
victims. “‘It is nothing to beat them to death’ – this has become a (CCP’s) slogan for 
persecuting Christians,” she said. 
 

 
 
Another woman, “Zhao Lin,” also reported that she was arrested and tortured in China. 
After she fled to South Korea, she said, the CCP coerced her brother, together with family 
members of other refugees, to come to Seoul and participate in “false demonstrations,” 
asking her to “come home.” But in fact, she insisted, those refugees who have returned to 
China have been arrested and sentenced there, meaning that returning to China is not 
“going home,” but going to jail instead. 
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According to The Church of Almighty God figures, 20 members died in 2018 during torture 
or mistreatment by the police officers. 
 
The experts urged governments around the world to accept that religious believers face 
arrest and torture if they return to China. As the Beijing authorities are using facial 
recognition cameras and DNA testing to amass data on believers and their families, it is 
hard for believers to hide in their home country. 
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“Religious minorities in China are at high risk of being subject to arrest and torture if they 
remain in China or if they are deported back to China,” said Lea Perekrests, deputy director 
of Human Rights Without Frontiers. “China vastly exceeds all other countries in the number 
of freedom of religion or belief prisoners currently being held,” she said. 
 
Among the methods used against religious prisoners, she said, are “constant surveillance, 
forced administration of drugs, violent interrogation, severe beating, sleep deprivation and 
use of ‘torture racks.’” “The research is clear and the legal expectations of China and 
governments hearing asylum cases are clear,” Perekrests said. “States need to abide by 
international non-refoulement laws and cease the extradition of Chinese asylum-seekers 
from religious minorities as they are at grave risk of torture and inhumane treatment 
should they re-enter China.” 
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The audience was also able to watch two movies produced by Bitter Winter, the first on 
Tiananmen and religious persecution in China and the second on how the CCP harasses 
abroad refugees who escaped religious persecution. 
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*All pics via Bitter Winter. 
 

Persecution against Jehovah’s Witnesses escalates in 
China 

For the first time, the article of the Criminal Code against ‘xie jiao’ (“heterodox 
teachings”) is used in Xinjiang to indict 18 Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

 
By Massimo Introvigne 
 
Bitter Winter (14.06.2019) - https://bit.ly/2FiniwG - ChinaAid reports that 18 individuals 
have been indicted in Xinjiang, 17 for “using an evil religion organization” to “incite the 
obstruction of law enforcement,” and one of them for “obstructing law enforcement by 
organizing and using an evil religious organization.” ChinaAid also provides the names of 
all these indicted and further details. 
 
The formulae mentioned by ChinaAid correspond to Art. 300 of the Chinese Criminal Code, 
which establishes jail penalties of three to seven years “or more” for  “using a xie jiao” 
(sometimes translated as “evil cult” and in ChinaAid article as “evil religious organization,” 
while scholars point out that “heterodox teachings” would be a better translation). The 
formula “using a xie jiao for obstructing the law enforcement” (or “inciting the obstruction 
of law enforcement”) is also customary. 
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While Chinese propaganda abroad insists that Art. 300 is only enforced against members 
of groups the CCP labels as xie jiao, including Falun Gong and The Church of Almighty God, 
who commit serious crimes, this case confirms once again that this interpretation is false. 
“Using a xie jiao for obstructing law enforcement” is a rhetoric formula used as a 
synonymous for “being active in an illegal religious organization.” In fact, the 18 Jehovah’s 
Witnesses were accused of “spreading superstition and heresy” and of inciting people not 
to join the CCP (Witnesses are forbidden by their religion from joining any political 
organization), not of any other crime. It is clear that Art. 300 is enforced against those 
who gather to profess, or spread, a banned faith, a typical “crime of conscience.” No other 
crime is required. 
 
It is the first time that Art. 300 is applied for a general crackdown against the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. As far as Bitter Winter knows, they are not included in the current list of the 
xie jiao, yet the indictment in Xinjiang implies that they are regarded as a xie jiao. In fact, 
we have learned that recently pastors of the Three-Self Church insisted that the list of the 
xie jiao should be expanded, including new groups they regard as “heretic” (and perhaps 
as too successful in converting members of the same Three-Self Church). 
 

Belgium’s Beijing Embassy calls Chinese cops on Uighur 
family 

Belgian officials say their small country can't risk offending China 
 
BY Vanessa Frangville, Rune Steenberg   
 
Foreign Policy (14.06.2019) - https://bit.ly/31rRmzc  - Approximately 1.5 million people, 
mostly members of the Muslim Uighur ethnic minority, have been held in detention camps 
in China’s western region of Xinjiang since 2017. The continuing crackdown on Uighur 
culture, religion, and political expression has resulted in a state of terror throughout the 
region—and in the destruction of numerous families, with parents, grandparents, and 
children often separated. 
 
The failure of Muslim countries to speak up for their co-religionists, thanks to economic 
ties to China, has been much commented on. But while Western countries have been more 
outspoken on the plight of the Uighur people, they have often been hesitant to act when 
push comes to shove—even in countries that pride themselves on their advocacy of human 
rights, such as Belgium.  
 
A tragic recent case highlights this. Ablimit Tursun, a Uighur from Urumqi, Xinjiang, holding 
Chinese citizenship, was on a business trip to Turkey in 2017 when he was informed that 
his brother had been detained. His family in Urumqi warned him not to come back, for fear 
a similar fate could await him. Foreign travel is often used by the Chinese government as 
an excuse to send people to the camps, as is having relatives overseas. 
 
Tursun fled to Belgium, where he was granted asylum in 2018 and now works full time in 
a major Belgian company. He immediately began the process of applying for a Belgian 
family reunification visa for his wife and four children. The visa application included a letter 
describing the family’s situation as critical, stressing the risk such an application put them 
in and the need for discretion. 
 
Despite repeated requests by the family to simplify the visa proceedings in order to reduce 
this risk, the embassy insisted on them making two trips to Beijing. By itself, this put the 
family in danger: Uighurs traveling outside of Xinjiang are inherently seen as suspicious, 
monitored by police, and often detained at airports or stations. 
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On May 26, Tursun’s wife, Wureyetiguli Abula, and their children (who are 5, 10, 12, and 
17)  secretly flew from Urumqi to Beijing for the second time to complete the visa 
application and hand in the last documents to the Belgian Embassy. They arrived on a late-
night flight to avoid the airport police and checked into a hotel. Since Uighurs are routinely 
refused service from hotels, and their visits are often reported to the police, the hotel was 
pre-booked by a friend. Still, less than an hour after their arrival, after they were forced to 
show ID to register there, the Beijing police knocked at their door and interrogated them. 
Police officers came again the next evening, intimidating them and encouraging them to 
return to Urumqi. 
 
Abula feared that if they were returned to Urumqi, they would be blocked from leaving the 
region again and possibly sent to the camps. Her fear turned into panic when Belgian 
consular officials informed her the visa processing could take up to three months and 
advised that she wait in her home in Xinjiang. In fact, the visas were issued a mere two 
days later, but by then the damage was already done. The family refused to leave the 
embassy facilities until the visa application was processed. 
 
A long discussion ensued, and security staff ushered the family out into the embassy’s 
yard, where they lingered. At 2 a.m., the embassy called the Chinese police to the embassy 
facilities in order to remove the family. This is an extraordinary measure, only allowed in 
the most exceptional of circumstances. 
 
As they refused to return to Urumqi voluntarily, they were put under house arrest in the 
hotel for a day. The next day, the Xinjiang police forcefully entered their room and dragged 
them into a car. As of June 12, Tursun has not been able to contact his wife and four 
children for 11 days and has no idea of their whereabouts or health. Friends informed him 
that the local police had interrogated all his relatives in Turpan and Urumqi, had searched 
his home, and had taken away the family’s electronic devices. Those relatives may, in turn, 
be at risk of being sent to the camps. 
 
Abula and her children’s experience was typical of the oppression, discrimination, and 
absence of freedom experienced by many ordinary Uighurs in China. Abula was not able 
to travel freely to Beijing, she could not herself buy a ticket for travel out of Xinjiang, and 
she could not book a hotel room. The mere presence of a middle-aged woman and her 
children drew the attention of several police officers. 
 
But there are also serious concerns raised by the behavior of the Belgian Embassy, which 
showed reckless carelessness and a lack of responsibility. The Belgian Embassy was 
repeatedly informed of the danger it would pose to Abula and her children to have to travel 
to Beijing several times at different occasions, yet still they insisted. Not only was a request 
for refuge at the embassy refused, but embassy staff also voluntarily called the police in 
the middle of the night—effectively sealing the fate of a vulnerable family. 
 

38 Falun Gong practitioners in China sentenced to prison 
in April 2019 

Minghui (10.06.2019) - https://bit.ly/2IgcYXP - According to information compiled by 
Minghui.org, the month of April 2019 recorded 38 new cases of Falun Gong practitioners 
sentenced to prison by the Chinese Communist Party's (CCP) court system. 
 
Falun Gong, also known as Falun Dafa, is a spiritual practice composed of exercises and 
the principles of Truthfulness-Compassion-Forbearance. Since the CCP started persecuting 
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the practice in July 1999, many practitioners in China have been subjected to arrest, 
detention, imprisonment, torture, forced labor, and organ harvesting. 
 
The practitioners were sentenced for raising awareness about the persecution, including 
distributing and mailing informational materials about Falun Gong, and removing a 
propaganda poster slandering the practice. 
 
These sentenced practitioners come from 14 provinces and municipalities in China, with 
the provinces of Henan (7) and Shandong (5) registering the most sentences. The prison 
terms range from six months to ten years, with an average of 3.45 years. 
 
Due to the CCP’s information blockade, the number of Falun Gong practitioners who were 
sentenced cannot always be reported in a timely manner, nor is all the information readily 
available. 
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Among the 38 cases, 16 practitioners faced extortion by the police or were fined by the 
court for a total sum of 249,000 yuan, with an average of 15,563 yuan per person. Mr. 
Luan Ning of Ningxia Autonomous Region was fined 100,000 yuan, and Ms. Luo Caisen 
from Heilongjiang Province had 58,000 yuan confiscated from her home. 
 
Six of the practitioners are aged 65 or older. Their sentence terms range from one and a 
half to six years, with the two oldest practitioners, Ms. Zhao Hualing (78) being given two 
years with a three-year probation, and Mr. Liu Sitang (76) given three years and fined 
5,000 yuan. 
 
The following is a snapshot of some sentenced practitioners. 
 
Ningxia man sentenced to ten years in prison for mailing letters about Falun Gong 
 
Mr. Luan Ning, 60, a former director at the Ningxia Labor and Human Resource Center, 
was sentenced to ten years of imprisonment and fined 100,000 yuan. The verdict was 
announced on April 16, 2019, after a hearing held on February 14. 
 
In February 2017, Mr. Luan was targeted after being reported for mailing letters with 
information about Falun Gong. The police followed and monitored him for a few months 
before arresting him on August 27, 2017. 
 
Mr. Luan was subsequently charged with “subverting state power,” a standard pretext often 
levied against human rights activists and Falun Gong practitioners by the Chinese 
communist regime. His lawyer argued that the “evidence” provided was fabricated. 
 
This is not the first time that Mr. Luan has been imprisoned for practicing Falun Gong. He 
was previously sentenced to prison two times for three-year and four-year term. 
 
64-year-old Changchun woman sentenced to ten years in prison for calling people 
about Falun Gong 
 
Ms. Li Jing, a resident of Changchun City, was sentenced to ten years in prison for raising 
awareness about the persecution of Falun Gong. After receiving her verdict on April 2, 
2019, her lawyer appealed the sentence on her behalf on April 13. 
 
On March 14, Ms. Li was returning home when police arrested her and took away her house 
keys to ransack her home. That night, she was taken to the police station, where she was 
interrogated for two days without given anything to eat or drink; she was also deprived of 
sleep. 
 
Ms. Li was later taken to the Changchun No.4 Detention Center. On November 7, 2018, 
without informing her family, Ms. Li was taken to the court for a hearing that lasted 20 
minutes, during which she was not allowed to defend herself or debunk the propaganda 
spread by the communist regime in order to justify the persecution. 
 
Ms. Li was previously arrested in 2000 and sentenced to one year in a labor camp. She 
was arrested again in 2003 and taken to a labor camp for two years. Her husband and son 
have already passed away, and her 86-year-old mother is now left at home alone. 
 
76-year-old engineer sentenced again after 5.5-year imprisonment 
 
Falun Gong practitioner Mr. Liu Sitang of Ji'nan City in Shandong Province was sentenced 
to three years of imprisonment and fined 5,000 yuan for refusing to renounce his faith. He 
received his verdict on April 19 and had since appealed the sentence. 
 



Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | China    
 

Mr. Liu, a retired engineer of Jigang Group, and his wife, Ms. Zhang Huiqing, were arrested 
on September 6, 2018. He was released on bail that day due to his age while his wife 
remained detained. However, Mr. Liu was taken back into custody on September 18. 
 
On October 25, when Ms. Zhang was released on bail, she learned that her husband was 
issued a formal arrest warrant on the grounds that he had previously been imprisoned for 
refusing to renounce Falun Gong. Mr. Liu was previously imprisoned for 5.5 years after 
being arrested in February 2009 at his home; officers confiscated nearly 90,000 yuan in 
cash that was saved for his son's wedding, as well as other valuables. 
 
Hubei woman, in her 70s, given second five-year prison term for practicing Falun 
Gong 
 
A resident of Wuhan City was recently sentenced to five years in prison for practicing Falun 
Gong. She vowed to appeal the sentence. 
 
Ms. Wu Bilin, in her 70s, was arrested on May 23, 2018, after the police pretended to be 
her husband's colleague and deceived her into opening the door for them. Prior to the 
arrest, she had been repeatedly harassed since April by police and staff members from the 
residential committee, forcing her to live away from home for a week for safety. She was 
eventually arrested after returning home. 
 
On March 28, 2019, Ms. Wu appeared in court, where her lawyer entered a not-guilty plea 
for her. It was reported that a few months prior to Ms. Wu's court hearing, Judge Liang 
had submitted her case to Wuhan City Intermediate Court to seek the higher court's opinion 
on her verdict. By law, appeals courts only take up appeals cases, and trial courts have full 
authority to decide verdicts. 
 
Before her latest arrest, Ms. Wu had been arrested 20 times in the past 20 years for 
refusing to renounce her faith. She was abused to the verge of death almost every time. 
Only then was she released. 
 
Ms. Wu's latest prison sentence was preceded by another five-year sentence in 2011. She 
served that sentence outside of prison because of her physical condition. 
 
Successful Shanghai businessman sentenced to four years for his faith 
 
A 48-year-old Falun Gong practitioner from Shanghai was sentenced to four years in prison 
and fined 8,000 yuan on April 16, 2019. 
 
On March 23, 2018, the police arrested Mr. Deng Chenglian without showing a warrant or 
identification. They ransacked his home and took him to the police department to 
interrogate him. He was not given food or anything to drink for the entire day. 
 
After being held at the Minhang Detention Center, he refused to give up his belief. Guards 
handcuffed him, chained his feet, and tortured him. When he went on a hunger strike to 
protest the torture, he was taken to the Shanghai Prison General Hospital and tied to a 
bed for 11 days without the ability to move or go to the toilet. 
 
When Mr. Deng went on another hunger strike in late June, guards force-fed him through 
a urinary catheter. This resulted in swelling in his genitals and urinary tract. They then tied 
him to a bed for nearly a month. 
 
Mr. Deng's health deteriorated during his more than half a year on hunger strikes. He had 
to be brought into the courtroom in a wheelchair on April 16. 
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During the trial, his two lawyers hired by his family pleaded not guilty on his behalf. They 
pointed out that police had searched his home without a search warrant, that Mr. Deng 
was not at home during the search, and that the police did not provide a list of confiscated 
items as required by law. 
 
They also turned over a letter from residents of Mr. Deng's hometown in Hubei Province. 
The villagers had signed a petition calling for his release. 
 
Mr. Deng is a successful businessman who once donated 280,000 yuan in 2010 to build 
several roads connecting the village to nearby towns after seeing his hometown’s isolation. 
He also helped families in need every time he returned to the village. 
 
Two practitioners sentenced to prison for removing poster slandering their faith; 
Family devastated 
 
Two Falun Gong practitioners, Ms. Yuan Xuefen, 55, and Mr. Wen Juping, 69, from Luodai 
Town, Sichuan Province, have been sentenced to two and eight years in prison, 
respectively, for removing a propaganda poster slandering their faith. They vowed to 
appeal their verdicts. 
 
Ms. Yuan and Mr. Wen were arrested on May 21, 2018. The police searched Ms. Yuan and 
confiscated her cellphone and Falun Gong materials found in her purse. They also 
confiscated Mr. Wen's cellphone. 
 
On November 5, 2018, Ms. Yuan's parents went to the police station to demand her release 
after learning that the procuratorate had returned her case to the police. However, both 
were held at the police station for a few hours before being released in the evening. Ms. 
Yuan's young brother and son, who went with the elderly couple, were detained for seven 
days. 
 
Ms. Yuan's older brother, Mr. Yuan Bin, who also practices Falun Gong, was arrested on 
January 24, 2019, while visiting his parents before the Chinese New Year. He is also facing 
further prosecution for his faith after the procuratorate approved his arrest. 
 
The arrests and detention of Ms. Yuan and her brothers dealt heavy blows to their elderly 
parents. Although their mother fainted and was revived, their father, Mr. Yuan 
Guangchang, passed away due to complications caused by the mental distress. 
 
82-year-old woman sentenced to prison and fined for distributing materials about 
her faith 
 
A woman from Beijing was sentenced to one year in prison and fined 2,000 yuan on April 
18, 2019, for refusing to renounce her faith in Falun Gong. 
 
Ms. Ma Xiuying was arrested on September 25, 2015, for distributing informational 
materials about Falun Gong. She was later released on bail but taken back into custody 
and put in criminal detention after officers deceived her into returning to the police station 
on March 31, 2016, to complete some paperwork. On April 30, 2016, Ms. Ma was released 
on bail for the second time. 
 
When Ms. Ma boarded a train for an out-of-town trip on June 7, 2017, she was arrested 
moments before the train departed. The police claimed that she had violated her bail by 
attempting to run away. She was put in criminal detention for the second time and then 
released on bail for the third time on July 14. 
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Ms. Ma appeared on court on November 5, 2018, where she testified in her own defense 
and argued that it was her constitutional right to practice Falun Gong and that she didn't 
violate any laws by distributing Falun Gong materials. 
 

Special Weekly FORB Newsletter (01-07 June) 

 
Smart locks in rental properties also monitor believers. 
 
07.06.2019 - Promoted as a tool to "maintaining stability," the locks that use facial 
recognition, phones, or IDs, is a new addition to the system of complete surveillance.. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
CCP-launched online game promotes fear of religions. 
 
07.06.2019 - Prizes and mandatory partaking for official helped the anti-xie jiao quiz 
slandering the banned religions to attract over 11 million users in just two weeks. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Chairman Mao temple demolished after 'Bitter Winter' report. 
 
07.06.2019 - CCP-designated "red education base" to worship communist leaders was 
razed to the ground day after the news appeared, to rid of this oddity and avoid 
humiliation.. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
New stability maintenance target: LED lightboxes. 
 
06.06.2019 - To prevent any anti-government content from appearing publicly, the CCP 
is taking measures to control the content of computer-controlled displays.  
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Devastated by drugs: nightmare of detained believers. 
 
06.06.2019 - Members of The Church of Almighty God recall their experiences while in 
custody where they were forced to take psychoactive substances, alongside other 
tortures. 
 
Continue reading... 
  
 
The CCP's trampling of human rights has reached a peak. 
 
06.06.2019 - The three decades since the Tiananmen tragedy have passed in the blink of 
an eye, but the scenes of the CCP's violent acts of suppression feel just as vivid as 
yesterday. 
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Continue reading... 
  
 
Women and chilfren first - to be slaughtered. 
  
06.06.2019 - After the folly of the "one-child policy", here comes the folly of the "two-
child policy". And girls are still selectively aborted. 
  
 Continue reading... 
 
 
Tiananmen and the persecution of religion 30 years after. 
  
06.06.2019 - Highlighting the strong connection between the persecution that the CCP 
wages against religions and the 1989 massacre. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
  
From Washington to Tiananmen: liberty and justice will prevail. 
 
06.06.2019 - The remembrance rally of the Victims of Communism Memorial Foundation 
sent a clear message to Beijing on the 30th anniversary of the bloodshed. "Bitter Winter" 
was there. 
  
Continue reading... 
 
  
Time is no healer for Uyghur 'widows' and 'orphans' in Turkey. 
 
06.06.19 - After her husband was taken by the CCP police and "disappeared," Nafisa 
became a de facto widow and fled to Turkey. Life is not easy for Uyghur refugees there. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Believers, and their Dead, too, are driven out of temples. 
 
05.06.19 - The CCP is sealing off Buddhist and Taoist temples nationwide. Even the 
ashes of the deceased are unable to find peace. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Xunsiding church closed after months of harassment. 
 
05.06.19 - A nearly 70-year-old and one of the most influential house churches in Fujian 
Province ceased to function on May 31; the church's pastor heavily fined. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Buddhist and taoist temples sealed off and altered. 
 
05.06.19 - Under the CCP's religious crackdown, Buddhist and Taoist temples are being 
demolished or forced to undergo a "metamorphosis." 
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Continue reading... 
 
 
Churches shut down, demolished - despite deals with CCP. 
 
04.06.19 - The compromises Three-Self churches made with the Chinese government 
only brought intensified persecution, not peace. 
  
Continue reading... 
 
 
A global Tiananmen: remembering is not enough. 
 
04.06.19 - June 4 commemorates Tiananmen. It is more than a memory. Persecution 
continues in China, and is even exported abroad through the harassment of refugees. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Sayragul Sauytbay has left Kazakhstan. 
 
03.06.19 - Still without refugee status in Kazakhstan, the woman who exposed the 
horror of Xinjiang camps left the country on June 3, seeking asylum in Sweden. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Local officials at the forefront of crackdown on religions. 
 
03.06.19 - Prohibited from believing in God themselves, Party members and officials are 
pledging to watch for and persecute all religious activities. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Thousand wrongful arrests just to impede religions. 
 
02.06.19 - People that are not even members of prohibited religious groups can be 
persecuted only because of their religious relatives or as a result of random events. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
The purge of religion-related signboards escalates. 
 
02.06.19 - Many businesses have been forced to change their names, eliminating any 
references to faith, even if the signs were not meant to be religious at all. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
For 'Tiananmen mothers' it's not yet time to surrender. 
 
02.06.19 - Thirty years after the horrible massacre, which took away their children 
forever, they keep on fighting for the truth. An exhibit in Washington, D.C., honors them. 
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Continue reading... 
 
 
Taiwan religious freedom forum denounces persecution, organs harvesting in 
China. 
 
01.06.19 - Three-day conference concludes with statements exposing CCP's horrific 
repression of Uyghurs and movements it labels as xie jiao. Bitter Winter was there. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Informants infiltrated on university campuses. 
 
01.06.19 - Student "spies" are secretly monitoring teachers and students, reporting any 
information about religious beliefs or activities to the school. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
 

Special Weekly FORB Newsletter (26-31 May) 

Jiangxi's Poyang County declares war on religion. 
 
31.05.2019 - The CCP uses soft and tough methods: from indoctrinating performances in 
praise of the Party to dismantling crosses. The goal is to make religions disappear. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Sad celebrations: Iftar with Uyghur refugees in Istanbul. 
 
31.05.2019 - Uyghurs gather to break the Ramadan fast together, and tell Bitter 
Winter how the CCP is breaking families and causing "spiritual sickness" in their 
community. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Books on religion branded harmful, handled as pornography. 
 
30.05.2019 - The crackdown on religious publications intensifies in Inner Mongolia, 
officials inspecting postal packages, burning books, and censoring online communication. 
  
Continue reading... 
 
 
A tale of non-Uyghur activists battling for Uyghurs' freedom. 
 
30.05.2019 - Yosef Roth is a Jew who thinks that as a Jewish believer he must try to 
relieve the sorrow of oppressed Muslims. He founded "Uyghur Rally" with Corby Johnson. 
 
Continue reading... 
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CAG elderly member persecuted through retaliation on her family. 
 
30.05.2019 - After an elderly Christian was arrested for being active in The Church of 
Almighty God, the CCP excluded her grandchildren from attending college, leading the 
family to sever ties with her. 
 
Continue reading... 
  
 
'Sinicization of islam continues in Henan. 
 
30.05.2019 - Whether it's a mosque, a residential area, or shop signboards, anything 
with Islamic symbols is being altered or destroyed by the authorities. This campaign is 
now in full force in Henan. 
  
Continue reading... 
  
 
Communist party as the new opium of people. 
  
29.05.2019 - A propaganda performance is touring villages in Jiangxi Province, 
pressurizing people to replace belief in God with worshiping the regime. 
  
Continue reading... 
 
Multiple Three-self churches acrosse Henan 'donated' to State. 
  
29.05.2019 - The CCP claims that in each "area" of the province, one Three-Self church 
is enough. The others should be "donated" to the government, which will use them for 
secular purposes. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
  
Unlawful, forced explants of human organs: still ongoing. 
 
28.05.2019 - Dr. Huige Li, Professor at the Johannes Gutenberg University Medical 
Center in Germany, is an expert on this plague. His testimonies unfold a nightmare. He 
recounts it to Bitter Winter. 
  
Continue reading... 
 
  
Religious suppressions intensify in Shandong. 
 
28.05.19 - A comprehensive crackdown is in progress: believers registered, sent to 
transformation through education "classes," more surveillance cameras installed. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Chinese authorities shut down house church after 14 years of persecution. 
 
28.05.19 - The Fuzhou Reformed House Church has been shut down by the authorities 
for refusing to join the Three-Self Church. 
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Continue reading... 
 
 
Muslim man detained for not smoking or drinking. 
 
28.05.19 - A Uyghur woman living in Shanxi tells her sad story. Uyghurs living elsewhere 
in China are sent back to Xinjiang and arrested there if they look like devout Muslims. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Arrested once, repressed for life. 
 
27.05.19 - Members of The Church of Almighty God continue to be monitored and 
persecuted after their release from detention, taking away all their freedoms and rights. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Crackdown on foreign religious groups in Liaoning. 
 
26.05.19 - As part of a nationwide campaign, the suppression is aimed at dissolving all 
such groups in China, making sure that they do not resume activities. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
In China even 'Robinson Crusoe' is censored. 
 
26.05.19 - "To prevent "Western infiltration" and eradicate religion from schools, the CCP 
is altering the content of literary classics, language and history textbooks. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Dance competitions and theme parks to oppose religions. 
 
26.05.19 - The CCP is coming up with creative propaganda solutions to involve the 
general population in eradicating religious groups designated as xie jiao. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
  

Special Weekly FORB Newsletter (18-24 May) 

Leading dissident catholic priest driven out of church. 
24.05.2019 - Father Liu Quanfa from the Diocese of Zhengzhou in Henan Province was 
forced to give up his position after extensive persecution by the CCP 
Continue reading...  
 
 
University adopts anti-religious plan. 
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23.05.2019 - Spies in classrooms, a database of religious students and teachers - 15 
departments in a university of central China given tasks to suppress believers on 
campus. 
 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
More house churches succumb to persecution. 

22.05.2019 - Protestant meeting venues in Zhejiang and Fujian were demolished or 
closed down deemed as illegal or their land needed for government's purposes. 

 
 

Continue reading... 

 

Christian school struggling for survival. 

21.05.2019 - A house church set up a school ten years ago in Henan's Zhengzhou city for 
children to receive religious education. It's been persecuted ever since. 
   

Continue reading... 

 

Mom, don't come home! 
 
21.05.2019 - The son of a member of The Church of Almighty God travelled to South 
Korea and urged his mother, who fled abroad, not to return to China, where she would 
be immediately arrested. 
 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Homeless and penniless after temple demolitions. 
20.05.2019 - Hubei authorities are intensifying their crackdown on Buddhism, destroying 
temples on trumped-up pretenses and leaving elderly owners without means to survive. 
 
 
Continue reading... 
  
  
Restaurant suppressed for affiliation with buddhism. 
 
 
20.05.2019 - A popular vegetarian eatery promoting the teachings of Buddhist masters in 
Fujian was forced to change its signboard and had its books and videos confiscated.  
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Continue reading... 
  
 
Database of believers established in Henan. 
  
20.05.2019 - The surveillance of church members is increasing, as their every move is 
monitored and personal information analyzed for further suppression and control. 
  
Continue reading... 
 

Imam from Gansu: 'The State has hurt Muslims' feelings' 
  
20.05.2019 - The suppression of religious and ethnic traditions is destroying the long-built 
relationship between Hui and Han Chinese. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Three self-churches ripped apart in Henan province. 
  
20.05.2019 - Local authorities in Henan shut down churches by blocking off the entrances 
and destroying church facilities. 
 
Continue reading... 
  
 
CCP intimidated even by dead rebellious catholicsHenan expends control over 
christian churches. 
 
19.05.2019 - Ever since Bishop Fan Xueyan died in 1992, believers have been prevented 
from paying respects to someone who spent his life resisting religious persecution.  
 
 
Continue reading... 
  
  
Mao Zedong worshipped as Buddha. 
 
 
19.05.19 - The CCP's campaign to "exterminate Buddha" is reaching new levels of oddness: 
a temple in Henan Province has replaced Buddhist deities with revolutionary leaders. 	
Continue reading... 

 

More than 1,200 Buddhist statues removed. 

19.05.19 - In the northeastern provinces of Liaoning and Jilin, CCP is intensifying its 
campaign against large outdoor religious symbols. 

Continue reading... 
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Multiple three-self churches repurposed in Henan. 

19.05.19 - Revolutionary songs and traditional Chinese opera are replacing prayers and 
hymns after authorities forcibly take over government-approved churches. 
 

Continue reading... 

 
Students reading religious books face investigations. 

18.05.19 - Colleges and universities in Henan Province introduce new restrictions on the 
procurement and management of religious materials in their libraries. 

Continue reading... 

War on crime a pretext for cracking down on religion. 
 
18.05.19 - The CCP suppresses religious groups that aren't under its control under the 
pretext of "cleaning up gang crime and eliminating evil." 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
A bitter Easter for Christians in China. 
 
18.05.19 - April 21 was Easter. The CCP "celebrated" the day by harassing dissident 
Catholics, house church Protestants, and even devotees of the government-controlled 
three-self church. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
Bitter Winter's Tiananmen movie premieres in Budapest. 
 
18.05.19 - Scholars from eight countries hail Tiananmen and Religious Persecution in 
China as a valuable tool for both classrooms and human rights events. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 

Special Weekly FORB Newsletter (11-17 May) 

 
Beijing house churches under escalating attack. 
 
17.05.2019 - Reaching CCP's ultimate goal to reduce their number to zero, Protestant 
churches not controlled by the government are gradually disappearing from China's capital. 
 
Continue reading...  
 
 
60th year of suppression marked with more clampdowns. 
 
17.05.2019 - Aiming to stop the spread of Tibetan Buddhism in mainland China, CCP is 
tightening its grip over any religious activities or expression of traditional culture. 
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Continue reading... 
 
 
Five years in prison for religious materials. 
 
16.05.2019 - Seventh-day Adventist Church pastor Zhu Zhongcai and 11 others in Hubei 
were tried and sentenced for "illegal business operations" in January. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
'Never again': Jews support Uyghurs against the new genocide. 
 
 
16.05.2019 - Seventy years ago, "never again" was the response to the horrors of the 
Holocaust, but genocide keeps happening. There are worrying signs that it may happen 
again in the far West of China. 
 
Continue reading...  
 
 
Fujian expanding control over underground Catholics. 
 
15.05.2019 - New suppression measures include the ban on pilgrimages and customized 
"political conversion" of those refusing to join the Patriotic Catholic Association. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Suppressed for not joining official church. 
 
15.05.2019 - Accused of "holding illegal gatherings," three Protestant house churches in 
the central province of Henan were shut down, police confiscating their assets. 
 
Continue reading... 
  
  
Spies in churches, anti-religious patrols on streets. 
 
15.05.2019 - On top of ubiquitous surveillance systems, believers in China must also be 
vigilant of government-assigned personnel who watch over them 24/7. 
 
Continue reading... 
  
 
Stripped naked and photographed by prison guards. 
  
14.05.2019 - Two women, both members of The Church of Almighty God, share their 
memories of humiliation and torture while held in custody for their faith. 
  
Continue reading... 
 
 
Even travelers investigated for religious infiltration. 
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14.05.2019 - Municipal governments are intensifying measures against foreigners and 
anyone with ties abroad suspected of using Christianity to "subvert the regime." 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Bitter Winter's Marco Respinti receives media award at the Turin book fair. 
  
14.05.2019 - Our director-in-charge is honored for his contribution to religious liberty, as 
part of a day of events devoted to denouncing persecution and advancing religious 
freedom. 
 
Continue reading... 
  
 
Henan expends control over christian churches. 
 
13.05.2019 - A recently issued document calls for the closure, repurposing, and strict 
supervision of religious venues, exerting personal responsibility on officials in charge. 
 
Continue reading... 
  
  
Wartime stability maintenance for Navy Day. 
 
13.05.19 - Increased surveillance of ethnic minorities and people of faith was implemented 
in preparation for the 70thanniversary of the People's Liberation Army Navy. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Over 50 CAG believers arrested within three days in Sandong. 
 
12.05.19 - A comprehensive, organized campaign against The Church of Almighty God is 
underway in the province since the beginning of April, aiming to eradicate the Church. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Shuangyashan city intensifies religious persecution. 
 
12.05.19 - A report by the municipal Bureau of Ethnic and Religious Affairs details 
achievements in suppressing believers and outlines new, even more rigorous, crackdowns. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
A heartfelt appeal for a missing Uyghur mom on Mother's Day. 
 
12.05.19 - The staggering case of Dr. Gulshan Abbas - professional, innocent, detained - 
as recounted exclusively for us by her daughter. When will this martyrdom end? 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Sloppy religious persecution will be punished. 
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11.05.19 - Since the control over believers has become one of the main tasks for local 
authorities, their work is closely monitored and evaluated. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
                                           

Special Weekly FORB Newsletter (5-10 May) 

 
Zealous officials destroy four temples in one village. 
 
10.05.2019 - Motivated by a visiting central government dignitary, local authorities in 
Henan are taking "religious work" to the new level. Anything to please the Party. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Free, but not so much: new measures to control believers. 
 
10.05.2019 - The "five-on-one system" assigns officials and relatives to monitor each 
member of China's banned religious groups who is released from custody. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
'Sinicization' of the Hui by removing symbols. 
 
10.05.2019 - Anything Islam-related must go: more reports on the Chinese Muslim 
minority being gradually deprived of any religious and cultural identity. 
 
Continue reading...   
 
 
Worshiping the hidden Buddha. 
 
09.05.2019 - After an ancient temple was repurposed for an activity center, believers 
continue their religious practices in secret, without seeing the statues of deities. 
 
Continue reading... 
  
  
Eradicating mosques through...merger. 
 
09.05.2019 - The CCP is expanding its arsenal of the anti-Muslim campaign with new, 
"softer" measures, hoping to conceal the real picture of religious persecution. 
  
Continue reading... 
  
  
China's white paper on education in Tibet: the missing facts. 
  
09.05.2019 - The CCP rewrites history in order to justify its repression of Tibetan language 
and culture. 
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Continue reading... 
  
  
Removal of Buddhist statues extends to cemeteries. 
  
08.05.2019 - The campaign against large open-air religious icons is now targeting the 
dead: they are not allowed to rest in peace in the company of deities. 
  
Continue reading... 
  

The grooming of Chinese atheists starts in kindergartens. 
  
08.05.2019 - Even the very young are giving oaths to the Communist Party, pledging to 
resist religion and report on believers in their families. 
  
Continue reading... 
  
  
In Xinjiang even nan bread is being 'sinicized'. 
  
08.05.2019 -  Nan bread is a sacred sign of Uyghur identity and is usually decorated with 
traditional symbols. Now, the CCP wants nan "sinicized" with Communist slogans. 
  
Continue reading... 
  
  
Ancient temple sealed off on false accusations. 
  
07.05.2019 - As the CCP continues its crackdown on religious belief, even objects 
designated as protected historical and cultural sites do not escape destruction. 
  
Continue reading... 
  
  
Officials pledge to susspress religions. 
  
07.05.2019 - The CCP is making local party functionaries personally responsible for 
monitoring believers and eradicating unwanted religious groups. 
  
Continue reading... 
  
  
Bitter Winter to co-host Tiananmen commemorative rally in Washington DC. 
  
07.05.2019 - Our magazine joins several religious organizations, NGOs in commemorating 
the 30th anniversary of the June 4, 1989 massacre. 
  
Continue reading... 
  
  
Sermons with too much religion not allowed. 
  
06.05.2019 - The CCP is demanding state-approved preachers to replace the words of God 
with Communist ideology and Confucian values. 
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 Continue reading... 
 
 

China intensifies its crackdown of the Church of Almighty 
God 

By Martin Banks 
 
New Europe (09.05.2019) - https://bit.ly/2VVhRcg - The Chinese government is 
intensifying its crackdown on the Church of Almighty God, according to so-called secret 
documents obtained by the underground religious movement which claims that the Chinese 
Communist Party wants to close and destroy its meeting places, arrest its leaders, and 
seize church funds. 
 
Established in the early 1990s, the Church of Almighty God is thought to have 4-5 million 
followers. 
 
The online magazine Bitter Winter, which tracks rights abuses in China, says the Church 
of Almighty God has become the main target of China’s ongoing persecution of religious 
believers. 
 
Other rights groups, including Human Rights Without Frontiers, a Brussels-based 
organisation, have also expressed their concerns about the treatment of the Church of 
Almighty God by China’s hardline Communist authorities. 
 
The Chinese government’s crackdown on the Church of Almighty God will be “further 
intensified” in 2019, a directive that has come down from Chinese President Xi Jinping. 
 
In a document, seen by New Europe, the Communist Party alleges that “secret forces” are 
at work in the Church of Almighty God, which they describe as undercover agents or spies 
that are tasked with infiltrating the Church of Almighty God to gather information about 
the Chinese government. 
 
Beijing is reportedly surveying the Church of Almighty God’s online activities, while a 
Financial Investigations Brigade is said to be responsible for “tracing funds connected to 
the church. An Entry and Exit Administrative Department provides information on travel 
documentation and entry-exit data for all Church of Almighty God members. 
 
A so-called Supervisory Brigade has been charged carrying out a re-education programme 
aimed at Church of Almighty God members who are currently in jail or held in detention 
centres. 
 
“The Chinese Communist Party not only persecutes Christians in mainland China but is 
sparing no effort to mobilise units to carry out comprehensive monitoring and 
investigations on Church of Almighty God members. Another wave of frenzied arrests and 
persecution will befall every Christian in China, which means the persecution will get even 
worse than that in the previous years,” a Church of Almighty God spokesman told New 
Europe. 
 

Special Weekly FORB Newsletter (28 April-3 May) 
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Deceived twice in two years, believers left with no church. 
 
03.05.2019 - Authorities destroy a Three-Self church in a Henan county, promising to 
rebuild it, but instead, clamp down on the construction of a new one. 
 
Continue reading...	
	
	
Tomb sweeping to inherit the revolutionary gene.	
	
03.05.2019 - While suppressing religions and non-Chinese customs, the CCP is substituting 
them with traditional native holidays with red overtones. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
'Sinicization'folly: Confucius head on a buddhist statue. 
 
 
02.05.2019 - CCP is reaching new highs in making religions more Chinese: the statue of 
"First Guanyin of Shandong" gets a facelift, in the most literal sense of the word. 
 
Continue reading...   
 
 
The reality of 'two no-worries and three guarantees'. 
 
 
02.05.2019 - Xi Jinping's policy to eradicate poverty looks more like yet another 
propaganda tool, forcing local officials to play along in delivering the undeliverable. 
  
Continue reading...  
 
 
House churches shut down for disobeying the party. 
 
 
01.05.2019 - Protestant places of worship are pressured to join the government-approved 
Three-Self Church and submit to state control. Rebellious churches face consequences. 
 
Continue reading...  
 
 
Fooled and manipulated, Christians lose churches. 
 
01.05.2019 - The authorities of a county in Jiangxi Province are repurposing places of 
worship and turn them into Party propaganda centers. 
 
Continue reading... 
  
  
Closing the door: how rural youth are denied educational rights in China. 
 
01.05.2019 - Despite the hype on academic development, rural education is left behind. 
The rich continue to be rich and the poor continue to be poor. 
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Continue reading...  
  
 
Looting as a means of persuasion. 
  
30.04.2019 - When attempts to coerce a house church to join the Three-Self Church failed, 
authorities entered it forcefully. 
 
Continue reading...  
 

Breaking up the underground catholic church by disintegration. 
  
30.04.2019 - Arrests of clergy and demands to join the Patriotic Church are not the only 
means by which the CCP is suppressing underground Catholics. An exclusive interview with 
a dissident priest. 
  
Continue reading... 
 
 
USCIRF: China 'increasingly hostile towards religion'. 
 
29.04.2019 - The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom releases its 2019 
report. It denounces persecution and torture of Uyghurs and other Muslims, Tibetans, 
house church Christians, members of Falun Gong and The Church of Almighty God. 
 
Continue reading...  
  
 
More blows to Three-Self churches in Henan. 
 
29.04.2019 - As the province with the most significant number of religious people, Henan 
continues to suffer Cultural Revolution-style crackdown on its churches. 
 
Continue reading... 
  
 	
Want an atheist generation? Start from an early age.	
	
29.04.2019 - The CCP authorities are intensifying anti-religious campaigns in schools, 
organizing marches and making parents keep their children away from church. 
	
Continue reading... 
  
 
The dangers of having guests over. 
 
28.04.2019 - Even entertaining friends at home may be treated as a suspicious religious 
activity by the Chinese authorities; believers from official churches are no exception. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Main preacher assessment standard: obey and follow   
the party. 
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28.04.2019 Henan provincial authorities are carrying out a comprehensive examination of 
Three-Self preachers, with the ultimate goal to get rid of "unpatriotic" ones. 

Continue reading...  
 
 
To live in XIjiang is just like being jailed. 
 
28.04.2019 - From mandatory software on mobile phones to arrests for taking photos: 
visiting workers are prevented from sharing what is really happening in the Uyghur region. 
 
Continue reading...  

 

 
Special Weekly FORB Newsletter (21–26 April) 

 
Temples in Henan sealed off in rapid succession 
 
26.04.2019 - Henan Province authorities are continuing to crack down on Buddhism and 
Taoism, destroying historical relics along the way. 

 
 Continue reading... 
 
Forced poverty alleviation drives the poor to the brink.	
 
26.04.2019 - To achieve Xi Jinping's comprehensive poverty alleviation goal by 2020, 
local authorities in China are leaving the impoverished homeless and in debt. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Living in hiding: Believers unable to see dying mothers. 
 
26.04.2019 - To avoid being arrested, members from The Church of Almighty God (CAG) 
have been forced to go into hiding for extended periods, unable to return to their homes. 
 
Continue reading...  
 
 
Villager suffers retaliation for reporting corrupt official. 
 
25.04.2019 - Wei Lihui was repeatedly beaten, detained, framed for a crime he did not 
commit and had his houses demolished for reporting a corrupt village Party secretary. 
 
Continue reading...  
 
 
Video: Three self-church destroyed to the ground in minutes. 
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25.04.2019 - Another government-approved Protestant church in Henan fell victim to the 
authorities' religious persecution: it was reduced to ruins in just over ten minutes. 
 
 Continue reading... 
 
 
Document to suppress the Church of Almighty God exposed. 
 
25.04.2019 - A recently uncovered confidential document details the 2018 campaign to 
crack down on this persecuted Christian new religious movement in a region of Jiangsu 
Province. 
 
Continue reading... 
  
  
Liaoning Provin authorities suppress ancient temples. 
 
23.04.2019 - Ancient Buddhist and Taoist temples in the province's Xiuyan county have 
been closed down and harassed, even though they operated with the authorities' 
permission. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
  
Punished for 'improper' speech. 
  
23.04.2019 - In China, saying something that authorities deem "sensitive remarks" may 
be labeled "anti-Party" or "anti-social" and punished accordingly. 
  
Continue reading...  
 
 
Control intensified on travels abroad. 
  
23.04.2019 - Chinese authorities are confiscating citizen's passports, making sure that 
only "politically clean" and patriotic individuals are allowed to go outside the country. 
  
Continue reading... 
 
 
Statues of martyred catholic saints removed by authorities in Hebei. 
 
21.04.2019 - The faith of Chinese Catholics is grounded in the martyrdom of 120 saints 
who gave their life for Christ and the Church. Now, CCP is systematically removing their 
statues from the churches. 
 
 Continue reading... 
  
 
There's life in the EU and hope for the persecuted in China. 
 
21.04.2019 - Brussels' hemicycle passed an urgent resolution on human rights and 
religious freedom in the land of the Red Dragon. We applaud it while noting a few faults. 
 
Continue reading... 
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Special Weekly FORB Newsletter (13-19 April) 

 
The war on Buddhism continues to escalate. 
 
19.04.2019 - The Chinese authorities' crackdown on Buddhist venues and symbols is 
intensifying, even protected historical and cultural sites are not spared. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Government officials punished for religious belief. 
 
19.04.2019 - More accounts about dismissed or demoted Communist Party members, 
demanded to sever any links with religion, under intensifying pressure from central 
authorities. 
 
 Continue reading... 
 
 
'Suspended like fresh meat': Torture memories from an ethnic Kazakh. 
 
17.04.2019 - In a letter sent to Bitter Winter, an ethnic Kazakh from Xinjiang tells about 
persecution, humiliation, and torture. 
 
Continue reading...  
 
 
Over 350 religious sites shuttered in one city. 
 
16.04.2019 - The ever-growing numbers of harassed places of worship in Jiangxi 
Province's Xinyu city are beating the sad statistics of religious persecution in China. 
  
Continue reading...  
 
Closure of temples forces owners into dead end. 
 
16.04.2019 - Hubei authorities have sealed off and demolished Buddhist temples, cutting 
off believers' source of livelihood and leaving them homeless. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Christmas 2018 witnessed more destroyed churches in Henan. 
 
16.04.2019 - Two more state-approved Three-Self churches are reported to have been 
demolished, and their assets and valuables looted during the holiday season last year. 
 
 Continue reading... 
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'Surviving China': Uyghur voices from Xinjiang and Guantanamo. 
 
15.04.2019 - China's treatment of the Uyghur people is "one step away from a 
holocaust," according to British Muslims who gathered to express solidarity in London. 
 
Continue reading... 
  
 
More businesses fall victim to 'anti-halal' campaign. 
  
15.04.2019 - Islam-related symbols continue to be removed or covered up in the 
provinces of China with sizeable Hui Muslim populations. 
  
Continue reading...  
 
Sola Fide (justification by faith) house churches in China. 
  
15.04.2019 - Increasingly persecuted, members of these conservative Protestant 
churches are fleeing China in growing numbers. 
  
Continue reading... 
 
 
Videos: new mosque destroyed for being 'too Arabic' 
  
13.04.2019 - On April 11, authorities ordered to forcibly demolish part of a newly-built 
mosque in a village of Gansu Province and later arrested people who shared the news. 
 
Continue reading... 
  
 
Traveler's impressions: Prisonlike conditions of Xinjiang. 
 
13.04.2019 - A Han Chinese travels through Xinjiang to realize that the CCP's 
propaganda about the life of Muslims is covering up the disturbing reality of oppression. 
 
Continue reading... 
  
  
Ailing believer dies after repeated threats. 
 
 
13.04.19 - A Protestant from Henan was reported merely for letting some fellow 
religionists sing and pray for her, which spurred the authorities to harass her to death.	
	
  
Continue reading... 

 

 

Call to action: Time to increase pressure to save Uyghurs 

By Paul Prososki 



Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | China    
 

 
Bitter Winter (08.04.2019) - https://bit.ly/2X6hOLU - Repeating the message “Never 
Again,” broad coalition rallies to stop cultural genocide in China, call for specific US 
government action. 
 
Remembering the Baren Massacre 
 
Saturday, April 6, was a beautiful and sunny spring day in Washington, DC.  As thousands 
of tourists crowded the parks of the nation’s capital to get a last glimpse of the famous 
cherry blossoms, about a thousand people gathered in a central Washington square to 
address a more urgent problem. 

The day before, April 5, was the 29th anniversary of the Baren Massacre.  On that day in 
1990, ethnic Uyghur Muslims in the township of Baren, near Kashgar in 
China’s Xinjiangregion, protested forced abortions that were ordered to fulfill China’s One-
Child Policy.  In response, China deployed Peoples Liberation Army (PLA) units to impose 
order, and over the next days thousands of protestors were killed. 

To commemorate those lives lost, and to call for action against the continuing repression 
and abuse of Uyghur Muslims in China, organizers staged the “Rally Supporting the 
Uyghur Human Rights Policy Act & UIGHUR Act.”  With one voice, speakers declared that 
the time for talk had passed, and that action was now needed.  They called these two 
pieces of legislation vital to putting pressure on China to change its inhumane policy, and 
demanded the US Congress pass the legislation. 

Demanding Legislation 

The Uyghur Human Rights Policy Act seeks to document abuses of Uyghurs and other 
ethnic minorities in Xinjiang, provide protection to US citizens and permanent residents 
against Chinese pressure and retaliation, and apply all available tools of the Congress, the 
Treasury, the Department of Commerce, and the State Department – including Global 
Magnitsky Act sanctions and prohibition of sales of US goods and services to any Chinese 
entity engaged in the surveillance or internment of ethnic minorities and religious believers 
– to bring about policy change in China. The Uighur Intervention and Global Humanitarian 
Unified Response Act (UIGHUR Act) directs the Secretary of State to prioritize advocacy on 
behalf of ethnic minorities in Xinjiang in relations with other states; restricts US 
government procurement from any entity that participates in repression in Xinjiang; 
imposes restrictions on US exports to the region; and takes steps to protect journalists 
and non-governmental organizations. 

The scene this Saturday was striking: in Freedom Plaza on Pennsylvania Avenue, perfectly 
positioned between the White House two blocks to the west, and the Trump International 
Hotel two blocks to the east, people from all over the world were gathered.  Hundreds of 
attendees waved the blue flags of East Turkestan (the name Uyghurs prefer for Xinjiang) 
together with the red, white, and blue of the US and Canadian flags.  People traveled from 
Montreal and Toronto in Canada, from Germany and elsewhere in Europe, and from many 
US states including New York, Colorado, and Minnesota.  Many Uyghur families were 
present, but many non-Uyghurs came in solidarity, including Muslims from many ethnic 
backgrounds, Christians and Buddhists from China, and human rights activists from 
America. 

 

Uyghur Leaders Speak Out 

The rally was organized by the World Uyghur Congress (WUC), together with the Burma 
Taskforce.  Omer Kanat of the WUC opened the rally and served as Master of Ceremonies 
throughout.  The program began with the singing of the US national anthem by a young 
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Uyghur boy dressed in traditional ethnic clothes, and then the playing of the East Turkestan 
national anthem.  This dual focus on the plight of Uyghurs, but also on the values that 
America represents and the duty of America to defend the Uyghurs, continued throughout 
the day. 

Mr. Kanat opened the program by thanking all the diverse participants for coming out on 
a beautiful spring day to take a stand for justice.  He described the treatment of Uyghurs 
in China as a “great world crime,” “cultural destruction,” and “genocide.”  He emphasized 
the broad nature of the coalition assembled, and related that diversity to the values that 
America stands for. 

Mr. Kanat also introduced another theme that would run through the event, that of “Never 
Again!”, a classical topic of the Uyghur public rhetoric. He said that the civilized world had 
said Never Again! after the Holocaust in the 1930s and 1940s, but that we found ourselves 
today in a situation we haven’t seen since the 1930s.  If we are serious about the Never 
Again! pledge, we must take action now. 

Never Again! was repeated by many speakers.  Dolkun Isa, President of the WUC based in 
Munich, declared that Congressional legislation was required to make Never Again! 
real.  Ilshat Hassan, President of the Uyghur Americans Association cited Raphael Lemkin 
(1900–1959), the Polish Jew who escaped the Holocaust and led the drafting of the 
international convention against genocide.  He said we are now seeing in China exactly 
what Lemkin had warned against.  Nury Turkel, Chairman of the Uyghur Human Rights 
Project, cited Ambassador Michael Kozak of the US State Department’s Bureau of 
Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor as saying that the situation in China “has not been 
seen since the 1930s.”  Holocaust survivor Sami Steigmann of the Holocaust and Human 
Rights Education Center made the same connection, saying the Holocaust happened 
because no one stood up to stop it, and now governments across the world must rise up 
in the face of a new genocide.  Dr. Yang Jianli, President of the Citizen Power Initiatives 
for China, remarked wryly that Uyghurs were suffering under “Fascism with Chinese 
Characteristics” and that we must keep our Never Again! vow to save them.  Kristina Olney 
of the Victims of Communism Memorial Foundation used the Never Again! phrase in 
reference to the crimes both of Nazi Germany and to those of Communism around the 
world. 

Dolkun Isa, President of the WUC, introduced another common theme, that the time for 
words has passed, and now it is time for action.  He called it a critical time for China and 
for the world.  But he also said that there is reason for hope, because pressure from abroad 
is finally building.  He cited the fact that China was forced to admit to the mass detention 
of Uyghurs at a UN Human Rights Review in August 2018.  The European Parliament passed 
a resolution condemning the transformation through education camps in China in October 
2018.  Canada followed suit shortly afterward, and Turkey “broke its silence” in 2019.  He 
cited a bipartisan list of high-ranking US officials that have raised alarm about the situation, 
including Vice President Mike Pence, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo, Ambassador-at-large for International Religious Freedom Sam Brownback, and 
Senator Marco Rubio.  But he stressed that we must move beyond words to actions.  The 
US and the EU must work together to put pressure on China.  Congress must pass the 
Uyghur Human Rights Policy Act and the UIGHUR Act, and the administration must impose 
sanctions on officials under the Global Magnitsky Act.  Only then can we make Never Again! 
real. 

Focus on Action 

The focus on action was reinforced by many speakers.  In addition to repeated calls for 
passage of the Congressional legislation and for implementation of Magnitsky sanctions, 
many speakers called for official prohibition of sales of goods and services to any entity 
with ties to the repression machine in China; the sanctioning of any American company 
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that sells electronic or other products that can be used by China to monitor the population; 
and the banning of the import of any goods made in the Chinese prison labor system.  In 
addition, several speakers called for a consumer boycott of all products from China. 

Letters from multiple elected officials were read from the podium calling for tougher action 
against China.  Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL) pledged to “work with you to end this horrific 
abuse” and called for everyone to speak with one voice.  Rep. Chris Smith (R-NJ) called 
the treatment of Uyghurs a “crime against humanity” and called for Magnitsky 
sanctions.  Rep. Tom Suozzi (D-NY) and Rep. Jim McGovern (D-MA) also delivered letters 
of support and called for Congressional action.  Katrina Lantos Swett, the President of the 
Lantos Foundations for Human Rights and Justice named after the great Congressional 
voice for human rights, Rep. Tom Lantos (D-CA, 1928–2008), also sent a letter observing 
that the whole region of Xinjiang had “turned into a prison.” 

Christian Solidarity with the Uyghurs 

Together with this bipartisan group of lawmakers and Congressional interests, a broad 
range of advocates and groups came together to advocate for action to defend 
Uyghurs.  Over 300 imams signed a petition calling for boycotts of Chinese goods and 
action by the US government, and Muslims from many different ethnic groups traveled 
from nearby states to be at the rally.  Burma advocate Imam Malik Mujahid helped to 
organize the event, and led chants of “USA, USA” to help drive home the point that 
defending Uyghurs (and Burmese) are key American values.  Bhuchung Tsering, Vice 
President of the International Campaign for Tibet stressed the long and close history 
between the Tibetan and Uyghur nations, and declared his solidarity with the Uyghurs’ 
suffering, and representatives of the Mongolian nation were present to deliver similar 
sentiments.  Dominic Nardi of the US Commission on International Religious Freedom 
stressed his role as delivering the bipartisan, institutional concern of the United States 
government on the issue of the Uyghurs, and called for immediate action.  Kristina Olney 
of the Victims of Communism Memorial Foundation spoke of the plight of the Uyghurs as 
part of the ongoing tragedy of Communism, and that anti-Communists around the world 
are standing with oppressed believers in China and calling for action.  Chinese Christians 
attended as well, to lend their voices in defense of persecuted believers of all faiths.  Tracy 
Jiao of The Church of Almighty God condemned the Chinese government’s attempts to 
“Sinicize” all religions – Christian, Muslim, Buddhist, Daoist, and others – and pledged her 
whole church in solidarity with Uyghurs against Chinese “cultural genocide.” 

When asked why her Christian brothers and sisters had come out to rally for the 
predominantly Muslim Uyghurs, one member of The Church of Almighty God, Kunrui Li, 
responded, “Huge numbers of Uyghurs have been detained in concentration camps.  They 
are tortured and abused, even persecuted to death. This is a gross violation of human 
rights.  Although we have different beliefs, we are all suffering the cruel persecution of the 
Chinese government.  We feel that we have the responsibility to stand up and defend 
human rights.  Since the establishment of our church in 1991, Christians from The Church 
of Almighty God have been suffering persecution. Many have been tortured, put under 
heavy psychological pressure, and sentenced to prison.  Some of our brothers and sisters 
are being held in Xinjiang’s concentration camps next to Uyghurs. Today we participate in 
this rally to express our solidarity and support to them.” 

This spirit of solidarity was abundant at the rally in Washington.  The mood was serious, 
because millions are suffering persecution.  But it was also hopeful, as so many people 
from diverse backgrounds were coming together to call for action, and so many officials in 
Europe and the United States are finally listening.  With cries of Never Again! and pledges 
of action, participants left energized to take the fight to the world and to China. 
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Special Weekly FORB Newsletter (6-12 April) 

China to Australia: If we say they are heretics, you should not work with them - 
or else. 
 
12.04.2019 - China's Foreign Ministry calls a press conference in Beijing to tell Australia 
it should not welcome groups the CCP has declared "heretic." 
 
Continue reading.. 
 
Organ harvesting tribunal 2019 
 
12.04.2019 - Governments that refuse to tackle China over organ harvesting are turning 
their backs on victims of mass slaughter, claimed Tribunal witnesses in London.  
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Jehovah's Witnesses and freemasonry: accusations in China and the historical 
record. 
 
12.04.2019 - Government-controlled Three-Self Churches Accuse the Jehovah's 
Witnesses to be related to Freemasonry. But they misunderstand the Witnesses' early 
history. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Believers mobilized to 'Study Xi'. 
 
11.04.2019 - Along with tens of millions of Party members and public officials, Three-Self 
Church believers are forced to use the mobile app "Xi Study Strong Nation." 
 
Continue reading... 
 
CCP 'orphans' in Kazakhstan: we want our parents back. 
 
11.04.2019 - Kazakh citizens go to China to visit their relatives, planning to come home 
after a few days. Some never return. Attorney Umarova asks for help via video. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
60 believers guarding church brutally beaten. 
 
10.04.2019 - Authorities forcibly took over and looted True Jesus Church in Henan's 
Shangqiu city, arresting its director and detaining her for 15 days. 
 
Continue reading... 
  
  
'Maintaining stability' measures curb academic freedoms. 
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09.04.2019 - University professors dismissed over comments, and control over students 
intensified, as Chinese authorities continue to crack down on dissent and free speech. 
 
Continue reading... 
  
 
Uyghurs sent out of Shandong ahead of Xi Jinping's visit. 
  
09.04.2019 - Preparing for the President's visit to Shandong's Qingdao city to attend 
Navy Day celebrations, authorities are increasing security in the name of "maintaining 
stability." 
 
Continue reading... 
 
  
The Church of Almighty God/ Eastern lightning: 10 false myths 
  
09.04.2019 - Most of what you find on the Internet about The Church of Almighty God is 
false. Here is why, and where to look for more reliable information. 
  
Continue reading... 
 
 
CCP demands cameras installed in rental properties. 
  
08.04.2019 - China expands its draconian surveillance systems intended to monitor, 
track, and persecute citizens, with particular attention to transient and religious 
populations. 
 
 Continue reading... 
  
 
Fake news to hide forcible demolition of church. 
 
07.04.2019 - After destroying a church under construction, authorities issued a news 
release, claiming that the church was a "private building in violation of building laws." 
 
Continue reading... 
  
  
Ancient Buddhist temple suppressed in Shanxi province. 
 
07.04.19 - Authorities are harassing a once flourishing, more than 1,000-year-old temple 
and subject monks to increased control and indoctrination.	
	
Continue reading... 
 
Book in Italian on the Church of Almighty God launched in Rome. 
 
06.04.2019 - During the Mondoreligioni festival, Massimo Introvigne's book was 
introduced by sociologist PierLuigi Zoccatelli and lawyer Francesco Curto. 
 
Continue reading...  
  
  
Officials: village 'not civilized' if places of worship present.  
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06.04.2019 - The Chinese authorities have linked religious issues with the local 
governments' performance in office, intensifying religious persecution. 
 
Continue reading... 
  
  
Xinjiang Uyghurs treated as 'terrorists' 
 
 
06.04.2019 - Merely due to their ethnic identity, Xinjiang Uyghurs are subjected to 
surveillance and control by the Chinese authorities. 
 
Continue reading... 

  

Special Weekly FORB Newsletter (30 March-6 April) 

	
Catholic churches in Shaanxi converted into community centers. 
 
05.04.2019 - As an alternative to demolition, Catholics are told that their 
churches should be stripped of all religious symbols. Once this has been done, 
the buildings are declared "cultural centers" where religious activities are 
prohibited. 
 
Continue reading.. 
 
More Three-Self churches shut down in Henan. 
 
05.04.2019 - Authorities' crackdown on Three-Self churches remains unabated: 
some have been sealed off or shut down, and believers have been subjected to 
violent beatings. 
  
Continue reading... 
 
 
Anti-religious bounty hunters in Guangzhou: the full story. 
 
05.04.2019 - Last week, several media reported that rewards were offered in 
Guangzhou to citizens reporting illegal religious activities to the police. Here is 
the full story. 
 
Continue reading... 
 

Denied medication, believer suffers partial paralysis. 
 
04.04.2019 - While in prison, a member of The Church of Almighty God, suffering 
from high blood pressure, was not given his medication, causing his condition to 
deteriorate. 
 
Continue reading... 
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Temples punished for not worshiping political leaders. 
 
04.04.2019 - Statues and portraits of China's leaders - former and present - 
continue to be placed in religious venues, in an effort to make them the only 
"gods." 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Coalitions needed to oppose CCP propaganda: lessons from Paris and 
Brussels. 
 
04.04.2019 - Protests in Paris and a conference at the European Parliament 
confirm that the voices of CCP's victims is amplified by coalitions. 
 
Continue reading... 
  
  
Christian takes his life after being forced to burn crosses. 
 
03.04.2019 - "I have burned so many crosses. I betrayed God. What should I 
do?" These were the final words uttered by Wen Weiquan before he committed 
suicide.  
 
Continue reading... 
  
 
High-tech use to monitor religious venues. 
  
03.04.2019 - The authorities are using satellite positioning systems, aerial 
drones, and other high-tech tools to conduct surveillance on believers. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
  
Thousands of Uyghurs detained in a Gansu prison. 
  
02.04.2019 - As a neighboring province of Xinjiang, Gansu has become one of 
the destinations for transferring detained Uyghurs. 
  
Continue reading... 
 
 
Factories of Buddhist statues demolished in Hebei. 
  
02.04.2019 - The CCP is cracking down on Buddhist statues from the source: 
factories that cast them have become a new target of government's attacks. 
 
Continue reading... 
  
 
Sayragul Sauytbay and Serikzhan Bilash should be free to denounce 
atrocities against ethnic Kazakhs in China. 
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02.04.2019 -Ten NGOs write to the new president of Kazakhstan demanding 
freedom and protection for a woman who escaped from China and the activist 
who defended her. 
 
Continue reading... 
  
  
Henan authorities continue to shut down house churches. 
 
 
01.04.19 - Meeting venues are raided, Bibles and religious articles seized, and 
believers registered and photographed for further surveillance. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
Mailing bibles and religious literature banned. 
 
01.04.2019 - Chinese government threatens mail couriers with hefty fines for 
circulation of any religious materials, as the goal is to eradicate them 
completely. 
 
Continue reading...  
  
  
Political training: Cultivating 'red' preachers.  
 
31.03.2019 - Three-Self church pastors forced to undergo "ideological 
conversion." Xi Jinping and Mao must be preached together with Christ, or license 
to preach revoked. 
 
Continue reading... 
  
  
Shouwang church: the rise and fall of Beijing's largest megachurch. 
 
31.03.2019 - After a long resistance, a final crackdown has ended 25 years of 
history of one of the largest house church congregations in China. 
 
Continue reading... 
  
 
Censors' new target: 'pornography and illegal publications'.  
 
30.03.2019 - In Jiangxi Province, authorities crack down on critical speech, under 
the pretext of fighting pornography. 
 
Continue reading... 

 

China’s hi-tech war on its Muslim minority 

 
By Darren Byler 
 



Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | China    
 

THE GUARDIAN (11.04.2019) - HTTPS://BIT.LY/2GLGAXF  - In mid-2017, Alim, a Uighur 
man in his 20s, returned to China from studying abroad. As soon as he landed back in the 
country, he was pulled off the plane by police officers. He was told his trip abroad meant 
that he was now under suspicion of being “unsafe”. The police administered what they call 
a “health check”, which involved collecting several types of biometric data, including DNA, 
blood type, fingerprints, voice recordings and face scans – a process that all adults in 
the Uighur autonomous region of Xinjiang, in north-west China, are expected to undergo. 
 
After his “health check”, Alim was transported to one of the hundreds of detention 
centres that dot north-west China. These centres have become an important part of what 
Xi Jinping’s government calls the “people’s war on terror”, a campaign launched in 2014, 
which focuses on Xinjiang, a region with a population of roughly 25 million people, just 
under half of whom are Uighur Muslims. As part of this campaign, the Chinese government 
has come to treat almost all expressions of Uighur Islamic faith as signs of potential 
religious extremism and ethnic separatism. Since 2017 alone, more than 1 million Turkic 
Muslims, including Uighurs, Kazakhs, Kyrgyz and others, have moved through detention 
centres. 
 
At the detention centre, Alim was deprived of sleep and food, and subjected to hours of 
interrogation and verbal abuse. “I was so weakened through this process that at one point 
during my interrogation I began to laugh hysterically,” he said when we spoke. Other 
detainees report being placed in stress positions, tortured with electric shocks, and kept in 
isolation for long periods. When he wasn’t being interrogated, Alim was kept in a tiny cell 
with 20 other Uighur men. 
 
Many of the detainees had been arrested for having supposedly committed religious and 
political transgressions through social media apps on their smartphones, which Uighurs are 
required to produce at checkpoints around Xinjiang. Although there was often no real 
evidence of a crime according to any legal standard, the digital footprint of unauthorised 
Islamic practice, or even a connection to someone who had committed one of these vague 
violations, was enough to land Uighurs in a detention centre. The mere fact of having a 
family member abroad, or of travelling outside China, as Alim had, often resulted in 
detention. 
 
Most Uighurs in the detention centres are on their way to serving long prison sentences, 
or to indefinite captivity in a growing network of internment camps, which the Chinese 
state has described as facilities for “transformation through education”. These camps, 
which function as medium-security prisons and, in some cases, forced-labour factories, 
attempt to train Uighurs to disavow their Islamic identity and embrace the secular 
principles of the Chinese state. They forbid the use of the Uighur language and instead 
offer drills in Mandarin, the language of China’s Han majority. Only a handful of detainees 
who are not Chinese citizens have been fully released from this “re-education” system. 
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 Police on patrol in Kashgar, in the Xinjiang region. Photograph: Tom Phillips/The 
Guardian 
 
Alim was relatively lucky: he was let out after only two weeks. (He later learned that a 
relative had intervened in his case.) But a few weeks later, when he went to meet a friend 
for lunch at a mall in his home city, he had another shock. At a security checkpoint at the 
entrance to the mall, Alim scanned the photo on his government-issued identification card, 
and presented himself before a security camera equipped with facial recognition software. 
An alarm sounded. The security guards let him pass, but within a few minutes he was 
approached by police officers, who then took him into custody. 
 
Alim learned that he had been placed on a blacklist maintained by the Integrated Joint 
Operations Platform (Ijop), a regional data system that uses AI to monitor the countless 
checkpoints in and around Xinjiang’s cities. Any attempt to enter public institutions such 
as hospitals, banks, parks or shopping centres, or to cross beyond the boundaries of his 
local police precinct, would trigger the Ijop to alert police. The system had profiled him and 
predicted that he was a potential terrorist. 
 
There was little Alim could do. Officers told him he should “just stay at home” if he wanted 
to avoid detention again. Although he was officially free, Alim’s biometrics and his digital 
history were being used to lock him in place. “I’m so angry and afraid at the same time,” 
he told me. He was haunted by his data. 
  
Other programmes scan Uighurs’ digital communications, looking for suspect patterns, and 
flagging religious speech or even a lack of fervour in using Mandarin. Deep-learning 
systems search in real time through video feeds capturing millions of faces, building an 
archive that can supposedly help identify suspicious behaviour in order to predict who will 
become an “unsafe” actor. Actions that can trigger these “computer vision” technologies 
include dressing in an Islamic fashion and failing to attend nationalistic flag-raising 
ceremonies. All of these technological systems are brought together in the Ijop, which is 
constantly learning from the behaviours of the Uighurs it watches. 
 
In her recent study on the rise of “surveillance capitalism”, the Harvard scholar Shoshana 
Zuboff notes that consumers are constantly generating valuable data that can be turned 
into profitable predictions about our preferences and future behaviours. In the Uighur 
region, this logic has been taken to an extreme. The power – and potential profitability – 
of the predictive technologies that purport to keep Xinjiang safe derive from their 
unfettered access to Uighurs’ digital lives and physical movements. From the perspective 
of China’s security-industrial establishment, the principal purpose of Uighur life is to 
generate data, which can then be used to further refine these systems of surveillance and 
control. 
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'If you enter a camp, you never come out': inside China's war on Islam 
  
Controlling the Uighurs has also become a test case for marketing Chinese technological 
prowess around the world. A hundred government agencies and companies from two dozen 
countries, including the US, France, Israel and the Philippines, now participate in the highly 
influential annual China-Eurasia Security Expo in Urumqi, the capital of the Uighur region. 
The ethos at the expo, and in the Chinese techno-security industry as a whole, is that 
Muslim populations need to be managed and made productive. Over the past five years, 
the people’s war on terror has allowed a number of Chinese tech startups to achieve 
unprecedented levels of growth. In just the last two years, the state has invested an 
estimated $7.2bn in techno-security in Xinjiang. As a spokesperson for one of these tech 
startups put it, 60% of the world’s Muslim-majority nations are part of China’s premier 
international development project, the Belt and Road Initiative, so there is “unlimited 
market potential” for the type of population-control technology they are developing in 
Xinjiang. 
 
Some of the technologies pioneered in Xinjiang have already found customers in 
authoritarian states as far away as sub-Saharan Africa. In 2018, CloudWalk, a Guangzhou-
based tech startup that has received more than $301m in state funding, finalised an 
agreement with Zimbabwe’s government to build a national “mass facial recognition 
programme” in order to address “social security issues”. (CloudWalk has not revealed how 
much the agreement is worth.) Freedom of movement through airports, railways and bus 
stations throughout Zimbabwe will now be managed through a facial database integrated 
with other kinds of biometric data. In effect, the Uighur homeland has become an incubator 
for China’s “terror capitalism”. 
  
There was a time when the internet seemed to promise a brighter future for China’s 
Uighurs. When I arrived in Urumqi in 2011 to conduct my first year of ethnographic 
fieldwork, the region had just been wired with 3G mobile data networks. When I returned 
in 2014, it seemed as though nearly all adults in the city had a smartphone. 
Suddenly, Uighur cultural figures who the government subsequently labelled “unsafe”, 
such as the pop star Ablajan, developed followings that numbered in the millions. 
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Most unsettling, from the perspective of the state, unsanctioned Uighur religious teachers 
based in China and Turkey also developed a deep influence. Since Mao’s Religious Reform 
Movement of 1958, the state had limited Uighurs’ access to mosques, Islamic funerary 
practices, religious knowledge and other Muslim communities. There were virtually no 
Islamic schools outside of government control, no imams who were not approved by the 
state. Children under the age of 18 were forbidden to enter mosques. But as social media 
spread through the Uighur homeland over the course of the last decade, it opened up a 
virtual space to explore what it meant to be Muslim. It reinforced a sense that the first 
sources of Uighur identity were their faith and language, their claim to a native way of life, 
and their membership in a Turkic Muslim community stretching from Urumqi to Istanbul. 
Rather than being seen as perpetually lacking Han appearance and culture, they could find 
in their renewed Turkic and Islamic values a cosmopolitan and contemporary identity. 
Food, movies, music and clothing, imported from Turkey and Dubai, became markers of 
distinction. Women began to veil themselves. Men began to pray five times a day. They 
stopped drinking and smoking. Some began to view music, dancing and state television as 
influences to be avoided. 
 
The Han officials I met during my fieldwork referred to this rise in technologically 
disseminated religious piety as the “Talibanisation” of the Uighur population. Along with 
Han settlers, they felt increasingly unsafe travelling to the region’s Uighur-majority areas, 
and uneasy in the presence of pious Turkic Muslims. The officials cited incidents that carried 
the hallmarks of religiously motivated violence – a knife attack carried out by a group of 
Uighurs at a train station in Kunming; trucks driven by Uighurs through crowds in Beijing 
and Urumqi – as a sign that the entire Uighur population was falling under the sway of 
terrorist ideologies. 
 

 
 Workers walk by the perimeter fence of an ‘education centre’ in Xinjiang. 
Photograph: Thomas Peter/Reuters 
 
But, as dangerous as the rise of Uighur social media seemed to Han officials, it also 
presented them with a new means of control. On 5 July 2009, Uighur high school and 
college students had used Facebook and Uighur-language blogs to organise a protest 
demanding justice for Uighur workers who were killed by their Han colleagues at a toy 
factory in eastern China. Thousands of Uighurs took to the streets of Urumqi, waving 
Chinese flags and demanding that the government respond to the deaths of their 
comrades. When they were violently confronted by armed police, many of the Uighurs 
responded by turning over buses and beating Han bystanders. In the end, more than 190 
people were reported killed, most of them Han. Over the weeks that followed, hundreds, 
perhaps thousands, of young Uighurs were disappeared by the police. The internet was 
shut off in the region for nearly 10 months, and Facebook and Twitter were blocked across 
the country. 
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Soon after the internet came back online in 2010 – with the notable absence of Facebook, 
Twitter and other non-Chinese social media applications – state security, higher education 
and private industry began to collaborate on breaking Uighur internet autonomy. Much of 
the Uighur-language internet was transformed from a virtual free society into a zone where 
government technology could learn to predict criminal behaviour. Broadly defined new anti-
terrorism laws, first drafted in 2014, turned nearly all crimes committed by Uighurs, from 
stealing a Han neighbour’s sheep to protesting against land seizures, into forms of 
terrorism. Religious piety, which the new laws referred to as “extremism”, was conflated 
with religious violence. 
 
The Xinjiang security industry mushroomed from a handful of private firms to 
approximately 1,400 companies employing tens of thousands of workers, ranging from 
low-level Uighur security guards to Han camera and telecommunications technicians to 
coders and designers. The Xi administration declared a state of emergency in the region, 
the people’s war on terror began, and Islamophobia was institutionalised. 
  
In 2017, after three years of operating a “hard strike” policy that turned Xinjiang into what 
many considered an open-air prison – which involved instituting a passbook system that 
restricted Uighurs’ internal travel, and deploying hundreds of thousands of security forces 
to monitor the families of those who had been disappeared or killed by the state – the 
government turned to a fresh strategy. A new regional party secretary named Chen 
Quanguo introduced a policy of “transforming” Uighurs. 
 
Local authorities began to describe the “three evil forces” of “religious extremism, ethnic 
separatism and violent terrorism” as three interrelated “ideological cancers”. Because the 
digital sphere had allowed unauthorised forms of Islam to flourish, officials called for AI-
enabled technology to crack down on these evils. Party leadership began to incentivise 
Chinese tech firms to develop technologies that could help the government control Uighur 
society. Billions of dollars in government contracts were awarded to build “smart” security 
systems across the Uighur region. 
 
The turn toward “transformation” coincided with breakthroughs in the AI-assisted 
computer systems that the public security bureau rolled out in 2017 and brought together 
in the Ijop. The Chinese startup Meiya Pico began to market software to local and regional 
governments that was developed using state-supported research and could detect Uighur 
language text and Islamic symbols embedded in images. The company also developed 
programmes for automating the transcription and translation of Uighur voice messaging. 
The company Hikvision advertised tools that could automate the identification of Uighur 
faces based on physiological phenotypes. Other companies devised programmes that 
would perform automated searches of Uighurs’ internet activity and then compare the data 
it gleaned to school, job, banking, medical and biometric records, looking for predictors of 
aberrant behaviour. 
 
The rollout of this new technology required a great deal of manpower and technical training. 
More than 100,000 new police officers were hired. One of their jobs was to conduct the 
sort of “health check” Alim underwent, creating biometric records for almost every human 
being in the region. Face signatures were created by scanning individuals from a variety of 
different angles as they made different facial expressions; the result was a high-definition 
portfolio of personal emotions. All Uighurs were required to install nanny apps , which 
monitored everything they said, read and wrote, and everyone they connected with, on 
their smartphones. 
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 A police officer checks the identity card of a man as security forces keep watch 
in a street in Kashgar. Photograph: Thomas Peter/Reuters 
 
Higher-level police officers, most of whom were Han, were given the job of conducting 
qualitative assessments of the Muslim population as a whole – providing more complex, 
interview-based survey data for Ijop’s deep-learning system. In face-to-face interviews, 
these neighbourhood police officers assessed the more than 14 million Muslim-minority 
people in Xinjiang and determined if they should be given the rating of “safe”, “average”, 
or “unsafe”. They determined this by categorising the person using 10 or more categories, 
including whether or not the person was Uighur, whether they prayed regularly, had an 
immediate relative living abroad, or had taught their children about Islam in their home. 
Those who were determined to be “unsafe” were then sent to the detention centres, where 
they were interrogated and asked to confess their crimes and name others who were also 
“unsafe”. In this manner, the officers determined which individuals should be slotted for 
the “transformation through education” internment camps. 
 

 
‘We’re a people destroyed’: why Uighur Muslims across China are living in fear 
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Many Muslims who passed their first assessment were subsequently detained because 
someone else named them as “unsafe”. In thousands of cases, years of WeChat history 
was used as evidence of the need for Uighur suspects to be “transformed”. The state also 
assigned an additional 1.1 million Han and Uighur “big brothers and sisters” to conduct 
week-long assessments on Uighur families as uninvited guests in Uighur homes. Over the 
course of these stays, the relatives tested the “safe” qualities of those Uighurs who 
remained outside of the camp system by forcing them to participate in activities forbidden 
by certain forms of Islamic piety, such as drinking, smoking and dancing. They looked for 
any sign of resentment or any lack of enthusiasm in Chinese patriotic activities. They gave 
the children candy so that they would tell them the truth about what their parents thought. 
All of this information was entered into databases and then fed back into the Ijop. The 
government’s hope is that the Ijop will, over time, run with less and less human guidance. 
Even now, it is always running in the background of Uighur life, always learning. 
  
In the tech community in the US, there is some scepticism regarding the viability of AI-
assisted computer vision technology in China. Many experts I’ve spoken to from the AI 
policy world point to an article by the scholar Jathan Sadowski called “Potemkin AI”, which 
highlights the failures of Chinese security technology to deliver what it promises. They 
frequently bring up the way a system in Shenzhen meant to identify the faces of jaywalkers 
and flash them on giant screens next to busy intersections cannot keep up with the faces 
of all the jaywalkers; as a result, human workers sometimes have to manually gather the 
data used for public shaming. They point out that Chinese tech firms and government 
agencies have hired hundreds of thousands of low-paid police officers to monitor internet 
traffic and watch banks of video monitors. As with the theatre of airport security rituals in 
the US, many of these experts argue that it is the threat of surveillance, rather than the 
surveillance itself, that causes people to modify their behaviour. 
 
Yet while there is a good deal of evidence to support this scepticism, a notable rise in the 
automated detection of internet-based Islamic activity, which has resulted in the detention 
of hundreds of thousands of Uighurs, also points to the real effects of the implementation 
of AI-assisted surveillance and policing in Xinjiang. Even western experts at Google and 
elsewhere admit that Chinese tech companies now lead the world in these computer-vision 
technologies, due to the way the state funds Chinese companies to collect, use and report 
on the personal data of hundreds of millions of users across China. 
 
The Han officials I spoke with during my fieldwork in Xinjiang often refused to acknowledge 
the way disappearances, frequent police shootings of young Uighur men, and state seizures 
of Uighur land might have motivated earlier periods of Uighur resistance. They did not see 
correlations between limits on Uighur religious education, restrictions on Uighur travel and 
widespread job discrimination on the one hand, and the rise in Uighur desires for freedom, 
justice and religiosity on the other. Because of the crackdown, Han officials have seen a 
profound diminishment of Islamic belief and political resistance in Uighur social life. They’re 
proud of the fervour with which Uighurs are learning the “common language” of the 
country, abandoning Islamic holy days and embracing Han cultural values. From their 
perspective, the implementation of the new security systems has been a monumental 
success. 
 
A middle-aged Uighur businessman from Hotan, whom I will call Dawut, told me that, 
behind the checkpoints, the new security system has hollowed out Uighur communities. 
The government officials, civil servants and tech workers who have come to build, 
implement and monitor the system don’t seem to perceive Uighurs’ humanity. The only 
kind of Uighur life that can be recognised by the state is the one that the computer sees. 
This makes Uighurs like Dawut feel as though their lives only matter as data – code on a 
screen, numbers in camps. They have adapted their behaviour, and slowly even their 
thoughts, to the system. 
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“Uighurs are alive, but their entire lives are behind walls,” Dawut said softly. “It is like they 
are ghosts living in another world.” 
 
Some names have been changed. A longer version of this article first appeared in Logic, a 
new magazine about technology 
 
 

10 myths about The Church of Almighty God 

Most of what you find on the Internet about The Church of Almighty God is 
false. Here is why, and where to look for more reliable information. 

 
By Massimo Introvigne 
 
Bitter Winter (09.04.2019) - https://bit.ly/2I8xJWI -  
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The Church of Almighty God (CAG) is the largest Chinese Christian new religious 
movement. It is also known as “Eastern Lightning.” It has been founded in 1991, and after 
its rapid growth alarmed the Chinese regime, it was banned in 1995. It was heavily 
persecuted since, with hundreds of thousands arrested, hundreds of cases of torture, more 
than one hundred well-documented instances of death while in custody or as a 
consequence of police mistreatment, and several cases of organ harvesting. In the 21st 
century, to justify the persecution, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) has launched a 
massive campaign of fake news against the CAG. Unfortunately, despite having been 
debunked by independent Western scholars, the fake news has been uncritically spread by 
some Western media and is still widely available on the Web, where Chinese propaganda 
is also active with anonymous or pseudonymous texts. Here is a guide to the most common 
myths and fake news. 
 
Myth 1. The Church of Almighty God Killed a Woman in a Chinese McDonald’s 
 
False. On May 28, 2014, salesgirl Wu Shuoyan (1977–2014) was killed in a McDonald’s 
diner in the city of Zhaoyuan, Shandong. Six “missionaries” entered the McDonald’s and 
asked for the cell phone numbers of the customers. Wu refused to supply hers, was 
identified as an “evil spirit,” and killed. 
 
Chinese authorities claimed that the perpetrators were CAG members, and used the claim 
to justify their persecution of the CAG. However, Western scholars who studied the 
documents of the subsequent trial, where two of the assassins were sentenced to death, 
concluded that the group, although using the name “Almighty God,” was not related to the 
CAG. It was a different religious movement, which believed in a dual deity incarnated in 
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the two female leaders of the movement: Zhang Fan (1984–2015), who was executed, 
and Lü Yingchun. At trial, Lü Yingchun clearly explained that she regarded the CAG as “a 
fake ‘Church of Almighty God’” and her own movement as “the real ‘Almighty God.’” Zhang 
Fan stated that, although they had read some CAG books, they never had any contact with 
the CAG (please refer to the above video). Scholars have unequivocally concluded that the 
assassins were not related to the CAG. The Chinese regime attributed the crime to the CAG 
to justify its persecution at home and abroad. 
 
Myth 2. The Church of Almighty God Is Violent 
 
False. The CAG, according to Chinese governmental sources, has four million members. It 
is surprising, and a testament to its peaceful nature, that only a handful of them have been 
accused of violent behavior (the rate is much higher in mainline religions). Moreover, the 
accusations were false. The most horrific accusation is about gouging out the eyes of a 
young boy in 2013 in Shanxi. Police records show that the crime was perpetrated by the 
boy’s aunt, who later committed suicide and had nothing to do with the CAG, which was 
accused of the incident only one year later by a website against “cults.” Chinese 
propaganda shows pictures of people beaten and mutilated by the CAG but has failed to 
produce any more specific evidence, detail, or court record, related to the prosecution of 
CAG members for these alleged crimes. More than 5,000 Chinese CAG members escaped 
abroad. If they are so violent, why not even one of them has been accused of any violent 
crime in the host countries? 
 
Myth 3. The Church of Almighty God Kidnaps Christians to Convert Them 
 
False. This has been alleged in 2002 by China Gospel Fellowship (CGF), a large Christian 
house church, which complained that CAG had “kidnapped” 34 of its leaders. Although CGF 
claims it reported the incident to the police, no CAG member was arrested or prosecuted 
for the crime. The CGF incident became the model for subsequent (and unsubstantiated) 
similar accusations by other Christian groups, but no police or court records were ever 
offered as evidence. One only needs to pause and think. CAG members are mercilessly 
hunted in China. Rewards are offered for their capture. How would they be able to mount 
a vast kidnapping operation in a police state like China? And CAG grows very fast: millions 
converted in a few decades. Would they run serious risks just to convert a few dozens 
more? And are people kidnapped and beaten likely to convert? 
 
Forcing people to convert is against CAG theology. In a large church, it is not unlikely that 
some members, at some stage, used over-zealous or inappropriate recruitment practices. 
This was noted, and stopped, by the CAG highest administrative authority in 2005. His 
instructions read, “The gospel must be preached by using regular ways. This has been 
emphasized many times. Some people still use low and base means to preach the gospel. 
This must be forbidden. Whoever uses such means to preach the gospel must stop 
immediately. Anyone who uses them again will be expelled.” 
 
A charitable explanation of the accusations by those Christian groups is that some of their 
leaders were invited to seminars in China and went there without realizing the organizer 
was CAG (of course CAG, as a banned movement, cannot organize anything in China using 
its own name). A less charitable explanation is that they were embarrassed by the fact 
that so many of their members had converted to CAG and invented the “kidnapping” and 
other rumors as convenient explanations. 
 
Myth 4. The Church of Almighty God Predicted the World Would End in 2012 
 
False. Many Chinese of all faiths believed in the so called “Mayan” prophecies that the world 
would end in 2012. Some individual CAG members also did, but they were told they were 
wrong by the leaders. Those who insisted in talking about the end of the world were 
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expelled. There was a very good reason for this. In CAG theology, there is no end of the 
world. Our world will be transformed, but will not end. And the transformation will not 
occur before the person the CAG worships as Almighty God (who was alive and well in 
2012) will leave this world. The CCP accused the CAG of being involved in 2012 end of the 
world riots, but this was just another pretext to justify the persecution. 
 
Myth 5. The Church of Almighty God Brainwashes Its Followers 
 
False. Most academic scholars of new religious movements do not believe brainwashing 
exists at all. It is a convenient label used to discriminate against unpopular movements 
and explain why people convert to them. Courts of law in the United States (since 1990, 
with the landmark Fishman decision) and elsewhere agreed: brainwashing is a pseudo-
scientific myth. Even the tiny, controversial minority of scholars who believes in 
brainwashing admit its existence can be proved only through large-scale psychological 
studies of members of a specific group. No such study of CAG has ever been performed, 
and an independent study would obviously be impossible in China, making the conclusion 
that the CAG “brainwashes” its followers wholly unsubstantiated. 
 
Myth 6. Church of Almighty God Evangelism is Motivated by Money 
 
False. The fake news that CAG members receive money for every new person they convert 
has been invented by Chinese propaganda publications. Considering the number of 
converts, even the richest religious organization in the world would have been quickly 
bankrupted by giving money awards for each new convert. It is also false that members 
are milked of their money and compelled to buy expensive books. In fact, there is no 
membership fee. CAG rules mandate that, “Believers of The Church of Almighty God can 
enjoy all of the books of God’s words, spiritual books, and audio and video productions 
without charge”. 
 
Obviously, monetary contributions are needed in a large organization such as the CAG. 
The CAG’s Principles, however, leave a large individual latitude. “Some insist on making 
an offering of ten percent [the tithe, common in many religious groups], while others 
contribute in different ways. As long as it is being offered willingly, God will gladly accept 
it. God’s house only specifies that those who have only believed in God for less than a year 
are temporarily exempt from providing any offerings, while poor people are not required 
to provide any offerings but can make offerings according to their faith. The church will not 
accept offerings that might lead to family disputes. Those making an offering of money 
must pray several times, and only after they are sure they are completely willing and are 
certain they will never have any regrets are they to be allowed to make their offerings.” 
 
Myth 7. The Church of Almighty God Is Against the Family 
 
False. As in all religions, contrasts may emerge when one member of a family converts 
while the others don’t, or when somebody decides to become a full-time missionary (a 
choice available in most religions) and parents or other relatives do not approve. However, 
studies of CAG’s sacred scriptures and policy documents proved that the CAG has a positive 
view of marriage and the family as foreordained by God. CAG teaches that the family exists 
because of God’s “sovereignty and orchestration,” and reiterates God’s requirement of 
honoring parents and respecting the marriage. 
 
Sociological surveys conducted on CAG members outside of China also proved that most 
of them were converted by relatives and in turn tried to convert their relatives to CAG, 
although of course other methods of proselytization also exist. On the other hand, it is true 
that many families including one or more CAG believer are destroyed and separated—not 
by CAG, but by Chinese persecution. The High Commissioner for Human Rights of the 
United Nations mentioned in a 2018 report that, “during 2014-2018, the Chinese 
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Communist Party’s monitoring, arrest, and persecution had caused at least 500,000 Church 
of Almighty God (CAG) Christians to flee their home, and several hundred thousand families 
had been torn apart.” 
 
Myth 8. The Church of Almighty God Advocates a Revolution in China 
 
False. The CAG believes that the Chinese Communist Party has constantly “resisted God” 
and persecuted Christians and other believers. The CAG think that this fulfills the prophecy 
of the “evil Great Red Dragon” in the Book of Revelation. However, by reading CAG 
scriptures and literature it becomes obvious that the CAG believes the Dragon will fall by 
itself under the weight of its errors, and does not advocate any revolution. CAG members 
are counseled to stay away from politics. And, again, each person needs to pause and think 
by herself. Since they managed to grow so rapidly and resist persecution, one may assume 
CAG leaders to be intelligent and realistic people. How can they believe that a small (for 
Chinese standards) and persecuted group of believers may organize a successful revolution 
against the Chinese Communist Party, government, and army? 
 
Myth 9. The Church of Almighty God Is Clearly Not Christian 
 
False. That somebody is American, or Chinese, is an empirical statement. When in doubt, 
there are authorities (the respective governments) that can certify who is a citizen of their 
countries, and who isn’t. Who is or isn’t a Christian is a theological statement, and there is 
no universally recognized authority that can certify this status. Admittedly, CAG theology 
is different from traditional Christianity, as CAG believes Jesus Christ came back to Earth 
and incarnated as the Chinese woman it worships as Almighty God. American scholar Holly 
Folk, who has studied CAG theology, has found in it a number of “Protestant continuities.” 
As a conclusion, she declared it “a new Christianity with deep Christian roots,” “a real 
Christianity.” Different denominations and theologians use different definitions of 
Christianity, some broad and some very narrow. Catholics until the mid-20th century called 
Protestants non-Christians. Some fundamentalist Protestants still claim Catholics are not 
Christians. Who is Christian? Who decides? 
 
Myth 10. The Church of Almighty God Is a Cult 
 
False. As used by the Chinese Communist Party, “cult” or “evil cult” simply indicates a 
group the Party does not approve of, and whose persecution it tries to justify by spreading 
fake news. More generally, just as it happens for “brainwashing,” most academic scholars 
do not use the word “cult,” acknowledging it is a polemical rather than empirical label. A 
“cult” is a group somebody else do not like. All religions have been called “cults” in their 
early years. One can still find Protestant literature claiming the Roman Catholic Church is 
a cult, and arch-conservative Catholic literature making the same accusation against most 
Protestants. Anti-cultists propose checklist of the features of “cults”: they are dogmatic, 
authoritarian, patriarchal, demand much from members, discriminate against their ex-
members who left the group, and so on. Academics do not regard these criteria (most of 
which, by the way, would not be applicable to the CAG) as valid for distinguishing between 
“religions” and “cults,” as the same features are also found within traditional religions. But, 
at any rate, “cult” is just a label used to discriminate against certain religions and 
movements, be it by totalitarian regimes, secular opponents of certain religions, or 
religionists disturbed by the competition. Almost all religions were, and are, accused by 
somebody of being “cults.” 
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The Church of Almighty God: Situation of asylum-seekers 
in the EU 

 
The Church of Almighty God (March 2019) –  
 

 
 
 

Special Weekly FORB Newsletter, 25 – 31 March  

Xinjiang: the largest outdoor prison in the world. 
 
29.03.2019 -  Under the pretext of "de-radicalization," CCP has extended its control of 
the population in Xinjiang to every aspect of daily life. 
 
Continue reading.. 
 
Under pressure, Han official commits suicide. 
 
29.03.2019 - The CCP's high-pressure control on the Uyghurs also creates heavy stress for 
ethnic Han public officials there. One committed suicide. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
The cost of 'Sinicization': Raise that flag and die. 
 
29.03.2019 - The director of a Taoist temple in Hubei Province was ordered to erect the 
Chinese national flag in front of his temple. He got sick, collapsed on the base of the 
flagpole, and died. 
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Continue reading... 
 
All crosses in Henan's Xiayi County removed by CCP officials. 
 
29.03.2019 - As government authorities continue their campaign to eradicate religion 
from China, religious symbols are removed. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
UK Parliament debates forced live organ extraction in China. 
 
28.03.2019 - An in-depth debate at the British Parliament explores the issue of organ 
harvesting. China is accused of "crimes against humanity, on an industrial scale." 
 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Anti-halal crackdown intensifies in Hui-populated areas. 
 
28.03.2019 - Beyond Xinjiang, the CCP is continuing its assault and crackdown on the 
"spread of halal" in areas inhabited by Hui Muslims. 
 
Continue reading... 
  
  
Christians prevented from traveling, seeking medical treatment abroad. 
 
28.03.2019 - Members of house churches, the Bloody Holy Spirit and The Church of 
Almighty God are all being prevented from leaving China. 
 
Continue reading... 
  
 
China restricting Christians - and their charity, medical aid, and business cards. 
  
27.03.2019 - Even the most commonplace and humanitarian activities, if associated with 
Christian evangelization, are considered illegal and forbidden by the CCP. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
  
More fake news movies against the church of Almighty God. 
  
26.03.2019 - Once incarcerated and tortured, a young man is asked to cooperate in 
propaganda videos against his church-or else. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
A life in jail: Shouters' co-worker repeatedly detained. 
  
26.03.2019 - A Christian in Henan was sentenced three times, and spent ten years in jail, 
for the only crime of being a member of a banned movement. 
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Continue reading... 
  
 
New (secret) Sinicization law hits Chinese Muslims. 
 
26.03.2019 - A new law promises to "sinicize" Chinese Muslims outside Xinjiang in five 
years. The text is secret, but is already being enforced. 

Continue reading... 
  
  
China continues to spread communism across college campuses. 
 
26.03.19 - President Xi Jinping has decided schools will be the training bases for the next 
"Red Generation," creating the future's socialists. 
 
Continue reading... 

	
Choking on spaghetti: What went wrong in Xi's Italian visit. 
 
25.03.2019 - Italy did join Belt and Road, but Xi's visit to Italy was not as smooth and 
successful as some claimed. 
. 
Continue reading...  
  
  
Sleeping in woods:  100+ believers try to escape police.  
 
25.03.2019 - In Hubei Province, systematic police harassment disrupted the gatherings of 
a house church 
 
Continue reading... 
  
  
Disobeying the party: preaching permits of 57 three-self church preachers 
revoked.	
	
25.03.2019 - Being a preacher in a government-controlled Three-Self Church no longer 
means being free from persecution. 
 
Continue reading... 
  
 
Big data used to monitor believers.  
 
24.03.2019 - Chinese authorities use the latest technology to monitor dissent. Big Data is 
allowing WeChat and other social media to track every move of citizens. 

Continue reading... 
  
 
House church in Fujian shut down 8 times. 
 
24.03.2019 - The Chinese government has been persecuting the House of Bethel church 
in Fuzhou city since its opening 13 years ago. 
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Continue reading... 
 

 

Special Weekly FORB Newsletter, 18-25 March 

 

Teachers 2019: Politics More Important Than Teaching. 
 
22.03.2019 –  
 
 
 
Continue reading... 
 
 
Chinese Government Upping the Seizure of Churches' Assets. 
 
22.03.2019 - Not only is the CCP embezzling money from churches, it's also forcing their 
leaders to fill out certificates falsely claiming the goods were voluntarily given. 
  
Continue reading... 
  
  
Church leaders under tight control: Must ask to travel. 
 
22.03.2019 - Even personal travel to visit relatives requires permission, and detailed 
itineraries must be submitted. Failure to comply can result in churches being closed. 
  
Continue reading... 
  
 
  
Xi Jinping visits Italy: No agreement with China may ignore Human Rights. 
  
20.03.2019 - An open letter to the President and Prime Minister of the Republic of Italy. 

Continue reading... 
 
 
New cultural revolution: Religious connotations banned. 
  
20.03.2019 - Any words that might suggest religion are removed and replaced by secular, 
Party propaganda in China, as the regime continues defensive measures to "ensure 
stability." 

Continue reading... 
  
 
Christians get jail time for having, photocopying Bibles. 
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20.03.2019 - The Bible is recognized as one of the books with the most significant impact 
on the world. In China, that impact means a run-in with authorities. 
  
Continue reading... 
  
  
Kazakh activist forced to falsely confess. 
 
20.03.19 - In a voice message, Serikzhan Bilash, arrested for reporting on China's 
mistreatment of Kazakhs, discloses the details of his detention. 

Continue reading...  
   
The price of friendship with China.	
 
19.03.2019 - Muslim countries seem happy to throw Ummah solidarity to the wind in their 
efforts to cozy up to China. 

 Continue reading... 
  
  
Relatives Overseas search for missing Kazakhs in Xinjiang.  
 
19.03.2019 - Kazakh Muslims and Christians are being arrested and detained in 
transformation through education camps, alongside Uyghur Muslims. Inquiries from abroad 
bring more persecution. 

Continue reading... 
  
  
CCP demands cultural performances at religious sites.	
 
	
18.03.2019 - In its effort to blot out religion, the Chinese Communist Party uses churches 
and temples as venues for the non-religious to perform. 

Continue reading... 
  
 
Six local church leaders given heavy prison sentences.  
 
18.03.2019 - Some of the leaders are serving sentences as long as 13 years, merely 
because of their Christian faiths. 

Continue reading... 
  
 
Followers of Christ forced to follow the Party. 
 
18.03.2019 - Registration of Three-Self Church believers moves naturally to controlling 
what Christians read and hear in sermons, transforming churches into stealth Party 
branches. 
 
 
Continue reading... 
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Henan: 410 Religious Meeting Venues Closed in Xinxiang City. 
 
17.03.2019 - A report provided by a government insider highlights the severity of religious 
persecution in 2018.  
 
Continue reading... 
 
Universal periodic review of China: NGOs strike back. 
 
17.03.2019 - In the debate about the very soft UPR report, NGOs say they are not happy. 
Some insist on religious persecution. 
 
Continue reading... 

 

Xi Jinping to teachers: Nourish the faith in the Chinese 
Communist Party 

by Wang Zhicheng 
 
In his "important speech", the president asked educators to instill patriotism in 
young people and reject "misconceptions and ideologies". Since 2012, a struggle 
against the spread of "Western values" and the ban on religious education for 
young people is underway in schools and universities. 
  

 
 
AsiaNews (21.03.2019) - "Nourishing" faith in the Chinese Communist Party and rejecting 
"misconceptions and ideologies": this is the program that Chinese president Xi Jinping 
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proposed to a group of teachers gathered yesterday in the capital for a seminar on 
"ideological theory" and politics ". 
 
According to Xinhua, Xi gave an "important speech". In it, the party leader, who is also 
general secretary and head of the military commission, said that starting with toddlers 
China must “nurture generation after generation [of young people] who support Chinese 
Communist Party rule and China’s socialist system”.  
 
“Most importantly," he added "we must emphasise [taking the correct stance] on politics 
such that people who have faith [in the party] can preach what they believe in.”  
 
He also asked all educators to instill patriotism in young people and reject "misconceptions 
and ideologies". 
 
Since Xi took power in 2012, the Party has launched a battle against the spread of 
"Western values" in schools and universities, banning books that promote "Western 
ideas" such as democracy and the rule of law. 
 
At the same time, those who spread "religious" ideas among students are 
prosecuted. In the name of "patriotism" students are required to reject religions, 
especially those that come "from the West", that is Christianity, making students swear to 
fight them. 
 
The new regulations on religious activities prohibit young people under 18 from 
going to church or receiving a religious education. 
 
  
 
Leader of official Protestants claims Christianity wants to 

subvert China 
 

Xu Xiaohong, president of the National Commission of the Three Self Patriotic 
Movement speaks at the Political Consultative Conference: "Many believers lack 

a true national conscience. That's why we say 'one more Christian, one less 
Chinese'. We fight foreign infiltration". 

 
AsiaNews (12.03.2019) - https://bit.ly/2HimWJ0 - Beijing: Christianity in China "must face 
its sinization with greater commitment, according to the dictates of President Xi Jinping, 
and must fight against foreign influences that want to subvert the state through faith". 
 
This was stated by Xu Xiaohong, president of the National Commission of the Three Self 
Patriotic Movement, during a session of the Chinese People's Political Consultative 
Conference (CPCPC). The Movement is the administrative body - created by Mao Zedong 
– of an umbrella group for the official Protestant Christians. 
 
Instead, the CPPCC brings together all representatives of civil society (including religious 
ones) to offer advice to the NPC and the Party on how to improve its policies, but in reality 
it tends to subject civil society to Party decisions. 
 
The synicization referred to by Xu is the campaign launched by the supreme Chinese leader 
against the five official religions of the country (Protestant Christianity, Catholicism, Islam, 
Taoism and Buddhism). According to Xi Jinping, these faiths could become instruments of 
ethnic separatism or foreign interference in the internal affairs of the country. 
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In recent times, added the official Protestant leader, "In modern times, Christianity was 
spread widely to China along with the colonial invasion of Western powers, and was 
therefore called a ‘foreign religion’. It must be said that some faithful lack a true national 
conscience. That's why we say 'another Christian, one less Chinese'. Among the heaviest 
problems we have to face are the infiltration of foreign forces and illegal prayer meetings". 
 
Shen Bin, vice president of the Patriotic Association of Chinese Catholics, also attended the 
political conference meetings. According to the official, "Catholicism has faced ups and 
downs in the country due to some local churches, which have failed to implement the 
principles of independence and self-management and have not integrated with Chinese 
culture". 

 
 
 

New report accuses the CCP of mass-scale human rights 
violations 

 
By Willy Fautré, Human Rights Without Frontiers 
 
HRWF (11.03.2019) - In 2018, more than 11,000 members of the Church of Almighty God 
(a new Christian movement with continuities to the Protestant tradition) were arrested in 
China for merely engaging in religious activities. It has been reported that  twenty of them 
died during their imprisonment: seven of which were in so-called ‘transformation through 
education centers’, the same centers where one million Muslims from Xingjiang are 
currently detained and indoctrinated against their will.  
 
According to information gathered by the Church of Almighty God (CAG), 23,567 of their 
members were persecuted by the authorities in 2018 for either attending underground 
religious meetings or for trying to share their faith with others.  
 
Across thirty provinces, autonomous regions, and municipalities, at least 12,456 church 
members have suffered harassment, including having their personal data collected, being 
forced to sign statements renouncing their faith, being forcefully photographed or video 
recorded, and having their fingerprints, blood samples, and hair involuntarily collected. 
 
According to the report, some 6,757 members were held in detention either for short or 
long periods; 685 members were known to have been tortured and 392 members were 
sentenced to lengthy prison terms. The majority of individuals were sentenced to three 
years in prison, but eight were sentenced to more than ten years. 
 
The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) estimates a total of 4 million members of the Church 
of Almighty God.  
 
Since the Church's foundation in 1991, over 300,000 members have been arrested and at 
least 500,000 have fled from their homes. The report says that 101 known cases of death 
in detention have been confirmed by the Church.   
 
The report details nineteen documented cases which demonstrate the CCP's use 
of arbitrary detention, torture, extra-judicial killing, propaganda against the CAG, and 
undue interference in applications for political asylum abroad. 
 
The two cases below, taken from the report, illustrate the intensity of the repression 
(pseudonyms are used to protect the victims and their families). 
 
Tortured & Humiliated, Aizhen's brutal story from a Chinese prison 
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On 9 May 2018, Aizhen (pseudonym) a 54-year old woman from Jiujiang City, Jiangxi 
Province was arrested in a police raid. 
 
While at the police station, three police chiefs took turns questioning her. The interrogation 
lasted from 5:00 p.m. on the day of her arrest until the afternoon of the following day. She 
was brutally beaten and humiliated, deprived of sleep, and was not given anything to eat 
or to drink. They wanted to know her name and her address. They attempted to force her 
to release information about the Church and to sign a document by which she would 
renounce her faith. When she refused to comply, the police officers took off their leather 
shoes and used them to hit her face. 
 
On 16 May, the police transferred her to a detention center. They indicated to the prison 
guards that she was a believer of The Church of Almighty God and required 'special 
treatment'. While in custody, Aizhen was frequently subjected to beatings by both the 
prison guards and other prisoners. On three occasions she was handcuffed, suspended 
from a pole and beaten. Her entire body was black and blue. 
 
The prison guards made Aizhen stand at attention facing the bathroom wall for over two 
hours every day and got other prisoners to watch over her. If they noticed she was praying, 
they would beat her. They pulled her into the restroom and pressed her head down on the 
floor, they hit her face, buttocks, and thighs with the soles of their shoes. They hit her all 
over her body. The inmates also beat and insulted Aizhen. Once, the head of the prison 
forced her to sit topless in the main hall under the surveillance cameras in order to 
humiliate and shame her. 
 
Aizhen was released on 10 June. After returning home, her arms hurt so much that she 
could not fully stretch them. To this day, even after several rounds of medical 
treatment, she remains physically impaired. 
 
Tortured to death 
 
On the evening of 13 September 2018, Miao Zenghua, a fifty-one-year old woman, was 
arrested at home in Dunhua City, Jilin Province, by officers from the local Public Security 
Bureau (PSB). She had a heart attack on the spot and was sent to the hospital for 
emergency treatment. After regaining consciousness, despite her health condition, she was 
taken by the police to the local PSB where she was tortured for a confession. 
 
On 14 September, her family received a call from the PSB and rushed to the hospital. They 
discovered that Miao was not breathing.  Big purple and blue marks covered her left arm 
and legs. They were clearly the result of terrible torture. 
 
Her medical record stated that when an ambulance arrived at the PSB on the afternoon of 
14 September, she had already stopped breathing and her heart had ceased beating. 
 
Miao Zenghua had joined The Church of Almighty God in 2007. She was a mid-level leader 
of the Church. Once CCP officials learned about her position, they targeted her for arrest.  
 
Moving forwards for justice 
 
In 2018, Brussels-based NGO, Human Rights Without Frontiers contributed to the United 
Nations Universal Periodic Review of China with a brochure titled “Tortured to 
Death” documenting numerous fatal cases of torture (See https://hrwf.eu/forb/our-
reports/). 
 
On the homepage of its website, Human Rights Without Frontiers has published 
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documented cases of prisoners believing in the teachings of The Church of Almighty God 
in China. At the beginning of 2019, the list, which is only partial, comprised 1663 
prisoners: 1291 women and 372 men (See https://hrwf.eu) 
  

 

60th Anniversary of the Tibetan National Uprising 

 
Speech by Dr. Yang Jianli (Initiatives for China) at the Rally Commemorating 

the event in Dharamsala, India, on 10 March 
 
Citizen Power Initiative (10.03.2019) - https://bit.ly/2UvKFs3 - Your Holiness the Dalai 
Lama, Your Honorable Mr. President Lobsang Sangay, Dear Brothers and Sisters: 
 
Tashi Delek. 
 
What an honor to be with all of you on this special day.   
 
Sixty years ago today, the Tibetan people rose up against the occupation of the Chinese 
Communist regime at a time when their culture, religion, property, indeed, their very 
existence was being seriously threatened. His Holiness the Dalai Lama was forced into 
exile, as the uprising was brutally suppressed. The CCP turned Tibet into a "hell on earth".  
The sufferings the people of Tibet have endured in the past 60 years at the hands of the 
CCP are almost unparalleled in the history of mankind. 
 
But the Tibetan people, under the guidance of His Holiness, both in and outside Tibet, have 
never given up hope. They have never stopped their struggle for beliefs, national identity 
and freedom. Their courage, tenacity and sacrifices have won them worldwide respect and 
admiration. 
 
Despite being without land, army or police, the 150,000 Tibetans in exile, under the 
leadership of His Holiness and the Central Tibetan Administration, have built dozens of 
settlements around the world. While maintaining their shared memories and beliefs, they 
have developed the miracle of a highly cohesive spiritual state which includes all Tibetans. 
Going beyond mere survival, they have reached out to people around the world, presenting 
an image of tolerance, loving-kindness open-mindedness, and optimism, while embracing 
universal values and implementing democratic practices, putting to shame those who rely 
on violence to pursue their goals.  
 
Today, Tibet remains under occupation of the CCP empire. The dire situation in Tibet is a 
challenge to the conscience of mankind, especially that of the Chinese people. It is our 
privilege, as Chinese, to join you in standing united for Tibet.   
 
As we commemorate the 60th Anniversary of the Tibetan National Uprising, we reaffirm 
our gratitude to our Tibetan brothers and sisters for their long-term brotherhood, friendship 
and spiritual inspiration. We recommit ourselves to respect and defend the Tibetans' right 
to determine their own destiny, supporting the middle way approach advocated by His 
Holiness and passed by the Tibetan People's Assembly to resolve the Tibetan issue. 
 
Today, we honor our brotherhood, friendship and solidarity with the people of Tibet by 
redoubling our efforts on their behalf.  We will walk every step together with His Holiness 
on the way home, and we will continue to fight side by side with our Tibetan brothers and 
sisters for their religious, cultural and political freedom. 
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Free Tibet. 
 
Thank you. 

 

 

Special Weekly FORB Newsletter, 4 – 10 March 

 
Chinese Communist Party going after the military’s Christians 
 
10.03.2019 – The authorities have been investigating the religious beliefs of military 
personnel, and are seeking to ensure that their number is reduced to “zero.” 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
CCP makes movie to deceive the people and attack CAG 
 
09.03.2019 – Man recounts personal experience of his family torn apart by Party 
persecution, and distortions of his story used to encourage neighbors to report believers. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Christians sing hymns as CCP removes cross from church (video) 
 
09.03.2019 – The sound of their singing conveyed the unshakeable will of Chinese 
Christians to continue following the Lord, despite the CCP’s suppression. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Villagers in Henan brutally injured guarding their homes (videos) 
 
09.03.2019 – After refusing the CCP’s unreasonable demands for relocation, Henan 
villagers were physically beaten by thugs hired by the authorities, causing many injuries. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
The Church of Almighty God’s refugees in Japan: a statement at the United 
Nations 
 
09.03.2019 – No refugee of The Church of Almighty God has been granted asylum in 
Japan, a country with a very restrictive policy on refugees in general. The situation has 
been discussed at the United Nations 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Henan authorities continue the hunt for religious materials 
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08.03.2019 – Christian calendars, couplets or religious texts are banned and suppliers 
penalized, as authorities provide to believers counter-propaganda extolling Communism. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Church of Almighty God members subjected to all kinds of torture 
 
08.03.2019 – Three new testimonies of government abuse against believers from The 
Church of Almighty God. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Chinese Communist Party paints Buddhist temples white (video) 
 
08.03.2019 – The Chinese government keeps up its destruction of Buddhist temples and 
statues, even ruining the ones they’ve spared. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Teachers in the vanguard of creating atheist society 
 
08.03.2019 – China reinforces the ban on “religious or feudal” ideas, re-education of 
religious teachers, to ensure students remain ignorant of all except Marxism. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
CCP uses force to display national flag in church (videos) 
 
07.03.2019 – Believers put their bodies in front of demolition equipment to try to save 
the cross and the church but end up beaten and broken. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Believer arrested and tortured, forced to flee home 
 
07.03.2019 – A member of The Church of Almighty God beaten during detention and 
forced to identify fellow believers. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
The drama of Kazakh Muslims in China: imprisoned, tortured, silenced 
 
07.03.2019 – Kazakhstan is becoming the epicenter of a dramatic confrontation between 
Muslim activists, human rights defenders, and Chinese blackmail-style diplomacy. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
New coalition demands China respect religion 
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06.03.2019 – Coalition of various faiths and human rights organizations join to raise 
awareness and advocate for US tougher policy. American leaders voice their support. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Official clergy purged for not being communist enough 
 
06.03.2019 – Pastors from Three-Self churches are being reviewed for their loyalty to the 
party and removed for small signs of resistance. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Vehicle positioning devices to control people 
 
06.03.2019 – The Chinese State continues using technology to monitor its citizen: 
electric vehicles, like scooters or motorcycles, are only sold with such devices installed. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Crackdown on “halalization” spreads outside Xinjiang 
 
05.03.2019 – The Communist Party authorities are “de-extremizing” China by focusing 
on removing Islam-related symbols. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Reporting boxes and tip lines to stop religion in villages 
 
04.03.2019 – Returning to a Cultural Revolution practice, China sets up boxes, phone 
lines, and web sites to report on neighbors, and defines monetary rewards for snitches. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Religious freedom in China, Bitter Winter discussed at the European Academy of 
Religion 
 
04.03.2019 – A panel in Bologna presents the main issues about religious freedom in 
China and introduces Bitter Winter to international scholars. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
 

Special Weekly FORB Newsletter, 25 February – 3 March  

 
Pastor Wang’s parents and son under surveillance 
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03.03.2019 – Since his arrest in December, the pastor’s mother has been beaten, the 
whole family is being monitored, and his lawyer was detained. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Difficult path to worship venue for elderly Christians 
 
03.03.2019 – To avoid being monitored or arrested, preachers in Jiangxi lead members 
of their congregation to a distant meeting venue very early in the mornings. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Auxiliary police investigate religion in rural areas 
 
02.03.2019 – As Chinese promote a Mao-era policy that pits people against each other, 
they’re also increasing the militancy in each and every village. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
CCP continues to thumb down house churches 
 
02.03.2019 – Closed down for “not having a religious activity venue registration 
certificate,” home-church Christians try to rent spaces, but are still suppressed. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Believers resist joining state-approved churches (video) 
 
02.03.2019 – The Chinese government continues to vilify underground Catholics and 
house church Protestants, but believers adhere to their faiths in the face of persecution. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Profiting from persecution: China’s forced labor prisons 
 
01.03.2019 – Religious prisoners are put to work making clothes or electronics in brutal 
conditions: 12-hour workdays, denied of nutritious food and medical care, tortured. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
World’s largest cliff-carved Guanyin statue demolished (video) 
 
01.03.2019 – Hebei authorities used explosives to destroy the “Dripping-Water Guanyin” 
statue, as the CCP’s intense crackdown on large religious statues continues. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
“Henan-style” persecution spreads to other provinces 
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01.03.2019 – Henan set the example: Campaigns to remove crosses, close down house 
churches, and repurpose religious buildings documented in dozens of cities across China. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Authorities sinicize mosques across China 
 
28.02.2019 – Thanks to the policy to make religions “more Chinese,” Islamic symbols 
have been removed from buildings in Gansu Province and Ningxia Hui Autonomous 
Region. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Underground Catholics survive 20 years of outdoor masses 
 
28.02.2019 – A site of Marian apparition and papally-approved pilgrimage route was 
blockaded, yet underground believers persevere through cold and rain. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
House churches in danger of being labeled xie jiao 
 
28.02.2019 – The label xie jiao, reserved for banned “heterodox teachings,” is now 
increasingly applied to “normal” house churches. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Shadows on upcoming China’s universal periodic review 
 
27.02.2019 – A troika led by Riyadh is to give the final judgment on Beijing’s human 
rights record as a new billion US dollars cooperation agreement ties the two countries. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Muslims arrested, families sent back to Xinjiang 
 
27.02.2019 – Muslims from Xinjiang who work in other provinces find themselves 
harassed and separated from their families, leaving wives and children struggling to 
survive. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Citizens face retaliation for filming police brutality 
 
26.02.2019 – In China, bystanders are arrested, beaten, investigated for years for daring 
to document violence committed by police. Why do CCP authorities fear oversight? 
 
Continue reading… 
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Religious persecution at universities rises 
 
26.02.2019 – In China, universities are regarded as a bastion for promoting socialism 
through education. As a result, the suppression of religious students is never-ending. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Shaolin martial arts schools forced to take “red road” 
 
26.02.2019 – Famous schools must cut all ties with their historical past, shedding robes 
and statues and names that evoke their Buddhist origins. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Religious app “Catholic Little Helper” blocked 
 
25.02.2019 – With priests under surveillance and churches being closed, faithful in China 
relied on the app to hear Mass and study the lives of saints. Now believers are totally 
isolated. 
 
Continue reading… 

 

She escaped from China as a Catholic and joined The 
Church of Almighty God abroad  

Interview with a Chinese believer who fled from China, currently residing in the 
Netherlands, and still fears for her life  

HRWF (28.02.2019) - Zhao Y, whose full name is withheld for security reasons, 
was forced to leave China because of her Catholic faith. As she sought refuge in 
Switzerland, she found a new spiritual home in The Church of Almighty God.  

Zhao Y was denied asylum in Switzerland and lives in constant fear of her life if 
forced to return to China. Human Rights Without Frontiers Int’l interviewed her.  

HRWF: Ms Zhao, it’s not easy to leave your home and family behind. What 
prompted you to make this difficult decision and come to Europe?  

Ms Zhao: I became a Catholic in October 2011, and since that time I have suffered threats 
to my life because of my belief.I was not arrested or imprisoned myself, but after my 
mother was arrested my family was put under surveillance by the Chinese Communist 
Party (CCP). I was forced to leave my home and to go into hiding. In January 2016, Li, a 
faith sister, was arrested and so heavily tortured that she gave my name to the police. 
Afterwards, the police went to my home several times to look for me. There was no other 
option for me to flee from China.  

HRWF: In China, how free were you to practice your faith publicly?  

Ms Zhao:Before my mother was arrested, we attended mass twice a week in a private 
home. A priest could only be present for one of the weekly meetings because the situation 
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was too dangerous to attend more often. Other meetings were run by a “godmother”. We 
sang songs quietly, read the Bible, and prayed for people who had difficulties.  

HRWF: Can you tell more about the circumstances surrounding your mother’s 
arrest?  

Ms Zhao:My mother was arrested in May 2015 and detained for fifteen days. During her 
time in custody, she was severely tortured and forced to sign three letters to recant her 
faith (Letter of Guarantee, Letter of Penance and Letter of Rupture). She was released only 
after my uncle bribed a police officer with money and gifts.  

However, her freedom is an illusion. My family is still being under surveillance and she is 
shunned by our neighbors. While I still lived at home, the village cadre came to my house 
every few days to see if my mother went outside to worship. Our neighbors did not dare 
visit her and pushed us to give up our beliefs. The village cadre also let it be known 
everywhere that our family believe in God. So, we often suffered from discrimination, 
ridicule, and depreciation from our neighbors and some of our relatives.  

Later on, I was forced to leave home and stayed at my church member’s house and lived 
a dark life. Every day, I stayed in a small room without opening the window. When I heard 
footsteps or a police car, I was filled with fear and had nightmares almost every night. I 
couldn’t go back home, but I couldn’t leave the house.  

HRWF: That sounds like quite the ordeal. What did you do to make it through that 
difficult time?  

Ms Zhao: When I think back to that period of life, without God’s companionship, 
protection, and the strength God gave to me, I really couldn’t have survived in such 
conditions. I never knew what would happen the next day. I lived in fear and suffered 
mental torture every day. Then, through the grace of God, I fled to this free and democratic 
country, fortunately.  

HRWF: Is anyone else in your family a Catholic, and, if so, have they ever 
experienced any problems with the CCP?  

Ms Zhao:My brother was a Catholic for a time, but he gave up his faith because of the 
acute persecution from the CCP against Christians and he was afraid of losing his job. 
However, he still supported my mother and me in our belief. Sometimes he listened to us 
talk about our religion and he believes in the existence of God.  

My auntie was arrested in 2012 for preaching the gospel; she was reported by someone. 
She was detained for approximately a month and only released because her husband paid 
a lot of money for her release. But after her release the police still controlled her; they 
pushed my uncle to make her stop believing in God and even threatened him with the 
future of their son. So my auntie was persecuted by her own husband, and he even used 
violence to make her stop believing. He kept her under surveillance, restrained her with 
an iron chain, and didn’t let her leave the house. My uncle also threatened to report all the 
Catholics he knew if she was found to still believe in God. Hence, my auntie lost all her 
freedom.  

HRWF: Did anyone else in your religious community face persecution from the 
police?  

Ms Zhao:Yes. One day in May 2015, one of my church members was reported by a 
neighbor when she attended mass. She was detained for approximately fifteen days and 
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tortured severely by the CCP. During her detention, the Chinese police made threats 
against her family members’ livelihoods if she didn’t release the names of other church 
members. They told her they would monitor all her movements and she was not allowed 
to sleep.  

Furthermore, in January 2016, another church member, Li, was reported when she 
attended mass and was arrested. After enduring half-a-month of torture, Li was exhausted. 
Because the police couldn’t get any more information out of her, they threatened on her 
five-year old grandchild, saying that if she didn’t cooperate the CCP would ensure the child 
would bear the burden of his family’s crimes and live with constant bulling. Due to this 
threat, Li betrayed me.   

HRWF: Is there anything else you want to share about the pressure you felt to 
renounce your faith?  

Ms Zhao:Yes. Because the CCP is an atheistic party, I was educated with atheism since I 
was young. The CCP lavishly promotes atheism on television, in newspapers, and via other 
media outlets. It condemns Christianity, Catholicism, and other religious beliefs as 
superstition. To believe in God in China means you not only face arrest and persecution, 
but also discrimination from others.  

HRWF: How did you come to join The Church of Almighty God?  

Ms Zhao: In April 2016, I escaped to Switzerland to ask for asylum. In July of the same 
year, I met sister Si Ma, a Christian of the Church of Almighty God in Switzerland. She told 
me about The Church of Almighty God. Over a period of four months, I researched and 
read a lot about the teachings of the church and I officially became a member of The 
Church of Almighty God in December 2016.  

HRWF: Your asylum claim in Switzerland was rejected. Do you still fear for your 
life if you are sent back to China?  

Ms Zhao:My experience in Switzerland has brought me to live in fear again. My asylum 
application was rejected by the Swiss government. Even worse, some Christians were 
repatriated to China. I am scared I will also be also repatriated, and then I will be arrested 
by the CCP, tortured, and sentenced.  

Recently, I saw a report about my fellow-Christian, Wang X. I knew her when I was in 
Switzerland. She was arrested by the CCP after she was deported back to China by the 
Swiss government. She was sentenced to three and a half years in the name of 
"participating in cult activities". I am now more worried than ever about my situation.  

I have submitted the asylum application in the Netherlands, but I don’t know what the 
result will be. I hope it will be a good decision.  

Human Rights Without Frontiers (HRWF) recommends that the Dutch authorities grant Ms 
Zhao Y. political asylum.  HRWF is in possession of the details of her case (full name, date 
and place of birth, certificate of membership of The Church of Almighty God, composition 
of her family, dates and places of incidents, etc.) and can help the Dutch authorities dealing 
with applications for political asylum.  

Interview taken by Elisa Van Ruiten with a translator Chinese-English.  
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Special Weekly FORB Newsletter, 18-24 February  

 
“Modern” religious tyranny: return of village loudspeakers 
 
24.02.2019 – China adopts a back-to-the-future tactic, reintroducing Cultural Revolution-
era sound systems to deliver constant Communist Party propaganda. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Government destroys the homes of 900 villagers (videos) 
 
24.02.2019 – In a shameless play for cash, authorities declared a neighborhood a 
shantytown and called for the destruction of the homes, despite the pleas of residents. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Christians are losing jobs due to beliefs 
 
24.02.2019 – Employers in China are requiring that workers sign “no-faith” commitments 
or else be at risk of losing their jobs and livelihood. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Major changes in the structures for fighting xie jiao in China 
 
24.02.2019 – The functions of Office 610 and the “Central Leading Anti-Xie-Jiao Group” 
are now being absorbed into the CCP Central Political and Legal Affairs Commission, as 
well as the Ministry of Public Security. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Buddhist sites destroyed as illegal constructions 
 
23.02.2019 – Authorities are using crackdowns on illegal buildings as a pretense to 
launch a campaign to forcibly demolish religious sites. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Political and poetry books introduced into churches   
 
23.02.2019 – Government-controlled churches offer books on the “red revolution,” 
biographies of leaders, and other secular works to advance the “sinicization” of religion. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
“Small Feet” to monitor believers, human rights activists 
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23.02.2019 – Apparently, there aren’t enough police to monitor religion at all times, 
everywhere. So, China uses old women, city employees, unemployed to spy on 
neighbors. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Party seeks to replace religion with “Happy Sundays” 
 
22.02.2019 – Chinese authorities offer the banal as an alternative to the sublime, as 
square dances and trinkets are all the Party can give to satisfy the hunger of citizens. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Apple cooperates with the CCP to censor “Bitter Winter” 
 
22.02.2019 – A number of apps, media and VPNs are blocked from operating in China, 
where cyber-control against freedom of speech and information has become a national 
obsession. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Banning Islamic books, closing schools comes to Hebei 
 
21.02.2019 – Not only Muslims in Xinjiang face persecution. China cracks down on 
Muslims near Beijing, targets mosque for women, as faithful hide their precious books. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Jailed Christians’ families deprived visitation rights 
 
21.02.2019 – Merely because of their faith, believers are losing their freedoms – and 
their families. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Churches close to government agencies, schools shut down 
 
21.02.2019 – Local authorities across China implement the central government’s orders 
of reducing the number of believers by closing down state-approved churches. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Jehovah’s Witnesses hunted down and deported 
 
21.02.2019 – China’s religious persecution extends to all religions without discrimination. 
 
Continue reading… 
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Digital Maoism: the new personality cult of Xi Jinping 
 
21.02.2019 – A new app for smartphones, the use of which is mandatory for CCP 
members, takes the personality cult of President Xi Jinping to new, unprecedented 
heights. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Buddhist statues disappearing throughout China 
 
20.02.2019 – Images and videos of Buddhist statues being destroyed or covered keep 
flooding in – seemingly with no end in sight. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
British Muslims rally to the Uyghur cause 
 
20.02.2019 – Muslims in London are supporting the Uyghur cause, spurred on to take up 
the challenge and stand against the atrocities being metered out by Beijing. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
China and Venezuela: Business partners against human rights 
 
19.02.2019 – In the name of national socialism, the despot Maduro has impoverished an 
entire people… with Xi Jinping’s money. It is the “Belt and Road Initiative,” stupid. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
No Christian couplets for spring festival 
 
18.02.2019 – Henan authorities are forcibly taking down religious symbols in individuals’ 
homes and forcing them to advertise CCP ideology. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Chinese state will photograph you in your own home 
 
18.02.2019 – “Operation Knocking on Doors” sends officers to photograph believers 
under false pretexts, part of a broader surveillance system to track religious everywhere. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Xinjiang: Identities on borrowed time 
 
18.02.2019 – A photographic journey through a region whose identity is threatened by 
“sinicization.” 
 
Continue reading… 
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Jehovah’s Witnesses hunted down and deported 

 
China’s religious persecution extends to all religions without discrimination. 

 
By Li Mingxuan 
 
Bitter Winter (21.02.2019) - https://bit.ly/2TfkKr3 - Not only are Jehovah’s Witnesses 
facing a severe crackdown in China, but the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) is also 
supporting other countries’ similar crackdowns. As Bitter Winter reported earlier this 
month, a Russian court sentenced Danish citizen Dennis Christensen, a Jehovah’s Witness, 
to six years in prison for extremism. While international organizations and democratic 
countries condemned Russia’s crackdown, the CCP-connected anti-xie jiao website, 
published an article in support of Russia. 
 
The exact number of Jehovah’s Witnesses in China is difficult to ascertain; they’re not 
included in the list of the xie jiao, but their activities are regarded as illegal. Missionaries 
from abroad are considered “hostile forces” and often deported, as part of China’s 
campaigns to crack down on foreign religious infiltration. 
 
On December 26, 2018, two police officers from a city in eastern China’s Shandong 
Province stormed into the home of two Spanish Jehovah’s Witnesses missionaries, asking 
them about work they did and why they were staying there while earning so little. The 
officers then ordered them to leave China within two weeks on the grounds that “foreigners 
are not allowed to do missionary work.” 
 
“They [the missionaries] felt that their deportation was very sudden. They just contacted 
some people to talk about faith; there is no record that they violated any regulations or 
broke the law,” said one believer. 
 
“They felt very reluctant when leaving China,” another believer added. 
 
As for the foreign missionaries who have not yet been arrested or deported, they’re still 
facing a difficult time. Worried about being followed by the police, one South Korean 
missionary told Bitter Winter that she is extremely careful every time she goes out. Another 
South Korean missionary has suffered multiple recurrences of gastric illness as a result of 
being under too much pressure and is planning to return to South Korea in the near future. 
 
To prevent being discovered by the police when they hold gatherings, Jehovah’s Witnesses 
have not only installed a thickened security door at the meeting venues but have also used 
a foam board, measuring two meters high and ten centimeters thick, to keep sounds from 
carrying. 
 
Still, believers don’t dare to sing loudly. 
 
They also specially arrange for believers to keep watch at the meeting venue’s entrance – 
if any danger is detected, they’ll immediately notify others to end the gathering. The 
believers also use hand gestures to signal each other to turn off the lights. 
 
In May 2018, a Jehovah’s Witnesses meeting venue in Shandong’s Linyi city was raided by 
the police. Without presenting any credentials, eight preachers were summoned to the 
local police station. The visas of four Japanese missionaries were annulled, and the police 
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ordered them to leave China within ten days, prohibiting them from returning to China to 
do missionary work. 
 
Around the same time, the United Front Work Department of Xinxiang city’s Party 
committee in central China’s Henan Province, the municipal State Security Bureau, and 
other related departments formed eight working groups to investigate the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. 
 
On May 5, they carried out a concentrated operation in which seven meeting venues were 
raided and shut down. One Japanese missionary was detained for 15 days, fined 20,000 
RMB (about $2,857), and ordered to leave the country. 
 
In mid-October 2018, a Jehovah’s Witnesses meeting venue in Harbin city of northeastern 
China’s Heilongjiang Province was also raided by the police. Officers from the local police 
station and officials from the local Religious Affairs Bureau stormed into the meeting venue 
and demanded that all the believers show their ID cards. Three South Korean missionaries 
were taken to the local police station for questioning and were deported later that month. 
 
In November, a government official in Harbin city’s Shuangcheng district encouraged 
villagers to report foreign missionaries to the authorities as soon as they discover them. 

 

Special Weekly FORB Newsletter, 10 – 17 February 

 
Return visit system: closing churches for good 
 
17.02.2019 – Monthly visits, detailed checklists, tracking of believers who fail to attend 
approved churches – a systematic plan to ensure closed down churches stay closed. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
CCP goes after church venues in disrepair 
 
17.02.2019 – Perfectly functional, or barely functional, the Chinese government will go 
after any religious meeting site. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
New innovative way to crack down on churches 
 
16.02.2019 – In an attempt to hide its persecution of the religious, Chinese authorities 
are now forcing Christians to “donate” their churches. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
“Cleaning up gang crime” means crackdown on faith 
 
16.02.2019 – On orders from the top, local governments are investigating workers, 
threatening to cut pensions, and restricting social media. Examples from Inner Mongolia. 
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Continue reading… 
 
 
County in Xinjiang: a case study in destroying faith 
 
15.02.2019 – A Bitter Winter reporter went to Shawan county to learn how government 
suppression affects daily lives: mass arrests, burned books, and destroyed mosques. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Believer dies while running from CCP 
 
15.02.2019 – After five years of persecution, a member of The Church of Almighty God 
fell seriously ill but was unable to seek treatment while on the run. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
From Beijing 2008 to Beijing 2022: should we boycott China’s Winter Olympics? 
 
14.02.2019 – Senator Marco Rubio, co-chair of the U.S. Congressional-Executive 
Commission on China, is pressuring the International Olympic Committee asking that the 
city of Beijing be deprived of the hosting rights for the 2022 Winter Olympics games. 
Rubio argues that the gross violations of human rights in China, particularly in the field of 
religious liberty, are incompatible with the Olympic spirit.  
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
150 pastors arrested at year-end gathering 
 
13.02.2019 – Police monitored China Gospel Fellowship and swooped in when all pastors 
were in one place. One had a heart attack, and all were threatened to sign “repentance.” 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
A young Uyghur woman’s plea for her mother’s release 
 
13.02.2019 – Beijing’s war on terror is reining in Christians, adding to fears that its 
mission is not only to stamp out Islam, but also to strike hard at the Uyghur nation itself. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
The price of my belief: locked up for three years 
 
12.02.2019 – A journalist who was arrested and tortured for being a member of The 
Church of Almighty God tells his story as a prisoner of faith in China.  
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Christian calendars and couplets prohibited in Henan 
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12.02.2019 – Government officials are ringing in the Spring Festival – Chinese New Year 
– by clamping down on Christian literature. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Xinjiang woman struggles to care for her grandchildren 
 
11.02.2019 – It is not only the detainees who suffer. Aged parents and young children 
are left alone. This is the story of one grandmother struggling to protect her family. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Christian gives testimony of life in camps 
 
11.02.2019 – Not only Muslims are imprisoned at “transformation through education” 
camps. One Christian tells of her confinement, indoctrination, and continuing threats. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Campaign to shut down temples leaves Buddhists homeless 
 
11.02.2019 – As Chinese officials go on a demolition campaign, many Buddhists driven 
out of temples have been left destitute and impoverished. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Comprehensive crackdowns for “social stability” 
 
11.02.2019 – Fear of mass protests in China is leading to total surveillance, ideological 
control, and suppression of dissidents and human rights groups. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Spring festival fever and the year of the pig 
 
11.02.2019 – President Xi Jinping’s dream of a “big family of the Chinese nation” came 
closer this Spring Festival, with a concerted drive to assimilate Uyghur Muslims as never 
before. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Under CCP persecution, Chinese citizen escapes death 
 
10.02.2019 – Sun Juchang and his wife, Jiang Shuhong, together have spent a 
cumulative 1,382 days in captivity for fighting for personal freedoms. 
 
Continue reading… 
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Henan, Kaifeng Jews persecuted along with other 
religions 

The Jewish community is not recognized among the official religions and its 
activities are considered "illegal". The persecution increases after the launch of 

the new regulations on religious activities. The Jewish community of Kaifeng 
dates to the 10th century and is made up of about 1000 members. The project 

to rebuild the synagogue has been blocked by the government 
 
AsiaNews (16.02.2019) - https://bit.ly/2BHQ1cn - Kaifeng: The small Jewish community 
of Kaifeng (Henan) is suffering persecution along with all other religions in China.  
 
In an article published yesterday in the "Jerusalem Post", Lela Gilbert, a member of the 
Hudson Institute and author of several books on persecution, writes: "The harsh treatment 
of China’s miniscule Jewish population is emblematic of the Godless CCP’s massive 
suppression of religious faith. And the Kaifeng Jews’ vulnerability is both ominous and all-
too-familiar to millions of Tibetan Buddhists, Uighur Muslims and Chinese Christians". 
 
The Jewish community of Kaifeng has less than 1000 members, but it is subjected to heavy 
controls, police raids, obstacles of various kinds, especially after the February 2018 launch 
of new regulations on religious activities.  
 
"During a raid - says Gilbert - government agents reportedly tore loose a metal Star of 
David from the entryway and tossed it on the floor. They ripped Hebrew scriptural 
quotations off the walls. They filled up a well that had served as a mikveh (ritual bath) with 
dirt and stones. And all foreign plans to build up and support the Jews of Kaifeng were 
summarily canceled. 
 
The problem is that the Chinese government recognizes only five religious communities: 
Taoists, Buddhists, Muslims, Protestant Christians and Catholics. The other religions - 
including the Jewish one - are considered illegal and suffer a fate similar to that of the 
underground communities. In Henan, many Catholic and Protestant churches have been 
forced to close and prohibit entry for young people under 18. 
 
The Jewish community of Kaifeng has a history dating back to the 10th century, when Jews 
from Persia arrived in China. The first synagogue in Kaifeng was built in 1163. After several 
events over the centuries, in recent years the community has succeeded in establishing 
relations with Jewish world and has created a small center of Jewish culture. Some 
benefactors are ready to support the reconstruction of the synagogue. But, since February, 
this project has been blocked. 
 

 

Msgr. Peter Jin Lugang of Nanyang and the dilemma of 
the Patriotic Association. A clarification 

The underground bishop, recognized by the government last January 30, has 
sought a way not to belong to the Patriotic Association and has even asked the 
Pope for forgiveness for this step. A look at the life of underground bishops and 
priests and an example for the official ones. Nanyang is an ancient mission of 

PIME (Pontifical Institute for Foreign Missions). 
 
By Sergio Ticozzi 
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AsiaNews (13.02.2019) - https://bit.ly/2BCUHQV - Msgr. Peter Jin Lugang, who on January 
30th was recognized by the government as coadjutor bishop of Nanyang (Henan), has 
done everything possible not to belong to the Patriotic Association (PA), whose statutes " 
are irreconcilable" with Catholic doctrine, even asking for forgiveness from the Pope. This 
is what emerges from the words of Fr. Sergio Ticozzi, PIME missionary and expert 
sinologist, who knows Msgr. Jin personally and the community of Nanyang. The testimony 
of this bishop is an example for other bishops who perhaps too easily assume positions in 
PA and in Chinese politics. In addition, his story confirms that at present, Beijing still 
demands that government recognition passes through membership of the PA, as opposed 
to what certain Catholic sources claim. At the same time, the story of Msgr. Jin also shows 
attempts to find other paths, probably due to the knowledge and esteem that the local 
authorities have for him. 
 
Given that I have personally maintained contacts with the Diocese of Nanyang since the 
1980s, where PIME confreres worked before the advent of the Communist Government, I 
feel obliged to give some clarifications about the recent official installation of Msgr. Jin 
Lugang, to avoid undue misinterpretations. 
 
The event must be placed in its long historical context and not only in the recent one. The 
problem of the officialization of the underground clergy in Nanyang was taken into 
consideration by Msgr. Peter Jin Lugang (born in 1956, ordained bishop in 2007) and by 
the eight unofficial priests, for more than three years at least. 
 
The situation of these priests was particular: they were not illegal, in the literal sense of 
the term, because they worked publically in churches known to all, but they were not 
'official', that is they did not belong to the Patriotic Association. The local authorities let 
them work, but, especially in recent years, they put pressure on them to register officially, 
threatening them with no longer allowing them to carry out public ministry and with 
sending them home as private individuals. The dilemma was deeply felt by all of them and 
became a problem of conscience: they were ready to register with the government 
authorities but without having to go through the Patriotic Association, a condition that is 
officially requested. They looked for several ways out. Some filed the registration request 
in somewhat ambiguous terms, recognizing the existence and role of the Patriotic 
Association but without explicit support. In the end, with the consent and together with 
Msgr. Jin, they went to the office of the State Administration for Religious Affairs, clearly 
stating that they were registered through the Patriotic Association, but without becoming 
members because they did not accept the principles and they did not intend to participate 
in its activities. 
 
At the beginning of 2017, the request of the eight priests was accepted so they can now 
minister in peace. The request of Msgr. Jin was not accepted. Local authorities continued 
to press him; they insisted on his rewriting the request. He did so more than once because 
the authorities were not satisfied. They summoned him to Zhengzhou, the capital of Henan 
province, to civil and religious authorities, and even to Beijing, where they asked him to 
concelebrate with an illegitimate bishop. But he refused. 
 
After the Holy Father legitimized the illegitimate bishops on 22 September, the authorities 
stepped up their insistence that he submit another request. He did it again, underlining the 
positive role of the Patriotic Association as a bridge between the Government and the 
faithful and as the guarantor of the Church's property, in these roles he approved and 
accepted it. The terms were obviously somewhat ambiguous. The authorities agreed and 
promised him the official installation before last Christmas. The Bishop's honesty of 
conscience, however, gave him no peace and he humbly submitted the request for 
forgiveness to the Holy See: his behavior should be an example to many ... 
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In the end, I do not know for what reasons, his official installation took place on January 
30, as coadjutor bishop of Nanyang, since the elderly Mgr. Zhu Baoyu (born in 1921 and 
ordained bishop in 1985), who the government still considers the ordinary bishop. (He had 
already retired in 2010 and is now in a wheelchair: I had a pleasant meeting with him as 
old friends last August in a convent of religious sisters). 
 
I believe that Msgr. Jin does not intend to work in the Patriotic Association, although he 
may agree to chair the local commission for ecclesiastical affairs if they propose it to him. 
Despite his somewhat rustic appearance, I unquestionably admire him for his faith. 
 

Special Weekly FORB Newsletter, 4 – 10 February 

 
China supports Russia’s persecution of Jehovah’s Witnesses 
 
10.02.2019 – While the world condemns the sentencing of Witnesses in Russia to harsh 
jail penalties for the only crime of practicing their faith, China applauds the persecution. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
All out effort to hide China’s persecution of religion 
 
10.02.2019 – China expends great energy to suppress religion, and even more energy to 
hide the suppression. Closing streets, monitoring social media, bullying reporters. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Own a compass or boxing gloves? You may be a terrorist 
 
09.02.2019 – Everyday items from agricultural production to vocational tools to tea sets 
could get you arrested in Xinjiang. The official list of prohibited items disclosed. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
“Tibetan monks should not teach children” 
 
08.02.2019 – Often chased from public schools, the Tibetan language is taught in 
monasteries. The CCP claims this is forbidden. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Agents and moles infiltrate churches 
 
08.02.2019 – Government agents attend all services, and church members themselves 
are bribed to inform for the government, leading to paranoia among believers. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Believers struggle to hold onto their faith (video) 
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08.02.2019 – Christians in China are facing a spiritual battle as the CCP seeks to make 
communist ideology the one, true and pure faith for every Chinese citizen. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Religious citizens routinely investigated for being “spies” 
 
08.02.2019 – The Chinese authorities have brought religions to the level of political 
conflicts between nations, and religious individuals are stringently investigated as spies. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Churches and temples demolished for made-up illegalities 
 
08.02.2019 – Chinese government officials like to come up with a vast swath of reasons, 
pretty much all untrue, as reasons to destroy religious sites. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
The CCP is committing “cultural genocide” 
 
08.02.2019 – The disappearance of Uyghur artist Sanuba Tursun highlights a staggering 
truth: the G Word is a reality. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Sayragul Sauytbay again at risk of being deported 
 
08.02.2019 – In August 2018, we all celebrated Kazakhstan’s decision not to deport this 
brave Muslim refugee back to China. But Beijing did not give up, and she is at risk again. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Forms to register believers as suppression tool 
 
07.02.2019 – The requirement to disclose religious affiliation puts people of faith in a 
serious pickle – betray their beliefs or get into trouble? 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
China: Politicize religion to secure state 
 
07.02.2019 – Increasing actions against religion, from arrests to deportation to anti-
Christmas propaganda, aim to forestall a Soviet-style regime collapse. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Vatican rejects CCP’s claim that underground Catholics should join the Patriotic 
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Church 
 
07.02.2019 – Cardinal Fernando Filoni, the head of the Vatican’s congregation 
responsible for China, rejects false interpretations of the Vatican-China deal. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
The fate of Bitter Winter’s 45 arrested reporters 
 
07.02.2019 – Great media coverage and two petitions to free them is an occasion to 
publicly share some details on their capture, detention and present state.  
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Uyghurs oppressed in every facet of life 
 
06.02.2019 – Chinese authorities set up checkpoints and surveillance cameras, track 
travel and harass students in an effort to stamp out Muslim faith. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Arrested for using Chinese character deemed dangerous 
 
06.02.2019 – In China, where freedom is not free, decorating one’s own home or having 
a “sensitive” social media username is a license to be arrested or even sent to jail. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Criticize Xi Jinping – expect personal trouble 
 
06.02.2019 – Authorities are intensifying strict control over online activity, resulting in 
people being suppressed and punished for saying anything remotely critical of CCP. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Electronic monitoring bracelets for sentenced believers 
 
06.02.2019 – Christians forced to wear a tracking device to be watched by government 
officials 24/7 and restricted to designated areas they’re not allowed to leave. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Rewards spur local governments to destroy temples 
 
05.02.2019 – In Henan province, authorities find yet another way to undermine religion: 
play on citizens’ greed to make them allies in repression. 
 
Continue reading… 
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Buddhist statue destroyed for “obstructing view of pilots” 
 
05.02.2019 – In the provinces of Sichuan and Zhejiang, authorities have demolished two 
large Buddhist statues under ridiculous pretenses. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Shop signs with religious symbols removed 
 
05.02.2019 – “Promoting religious belief or using religious words is not allowed in public 
places,” is the party line in China’s central province of Henan. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
China confiscating passports, restricting outbound travel 
 
05.02.2019 – The targets of these restrictions include teachers and health-care workers, 
in addition to low-level civil servants. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
The move to cut off Christianity starts at seminaries 
 
04.02.2019 – Destroy underground seminaries, control curriculum at state-approved 
facilities, and prohibit foreign studies: control the church by controlling the clergy. 
 
Continue reading… 

 

 

From China to the Netherlands in search of a safe haven 

Interview with a Chinese believer who fled from China directly to the 
Netherlands 

 
HRWF (11.02.2019) - Xu L., whose full name is withheld for security reasons, fled from 
China in search for a safe haven to The Netherlands where she arrived on Christmas Eve. 
She left behind her husband, her 5-year old daughter, and her parents, both farmers. If 
she had not left her loved ones behind, she would have been locked away for years in a 
camp or a prison. 
 
Last year, Xu L. narrowly escaped arrest when the police cracked down on a small group 
of believers of The Church of Almighty God. Human Rights Without Frontiers Int’l 
interviewed her. 
 
HRWF: Ms Xu, you recently had to leave your country in a hurry, leaving behind 
your whole family, for an unknown future in another part of the world. What 
motivated you to make such a heartbreaking decision? 
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Ms Xu: Last year, I was almost arrested while during a religious meeting with a few other 
women of my church in a private home. It was an evening in April, and the leader of our 
prayer group did not realize that she had been followed by the police on her way to our 
underground meeting place. Just a few minutes after she arrived, the police burst into the 
room. At that moment, I was in basement toilet. When I heard their voices, I immediately 
ran out the back door. My spiritual sister, our leader, and our host were all arrested. The 
police confiscated two printers, four laptops, three MP5 players, the offerings of more than 
5000 RMB, and all our religious books. 
 
My spiritual sister Y. couldn’t bear the severe torture of the police and revealed my name. 
After that, she was released but the whereabouts of the other sisters remain unknown. 
The police came to my home to arrest me but I had already gone into hiding, and over the 
next months, I was forced to live like a fugitive away from my family. I suffered greatly 
from this separation, but there was no hope that I could resume a normal family life. 
 
HRWF: How free were you to exercise your religious freedom? 
 
Ms Xu: We had no religious freedom at all. We always had to hide our religious beliefs, 
and we could only meet clandestinely. Twice a week, I met with four or five sisters in a 
discreet place to study the Bible and the teachings of our church. We prayed for other 
brothers and sisters who were experiencing difficulties in their physical or spiritual life, and 
we also shared our experience about our lives with God. Sometimes, we also sang songs 
of praise to God but in a low voice because of the surveillance of the Chinese Communist 
Party. 
 
By trying to be nice with our family, our friends, our neighbours, and other people, we 
were also good citizens of our country but that is not how the CCP perceived us. The official 
ideology of China is atheism and believers of any faith are considered a threat to the 
regime. 
 
HRWF: According to official statistics in China, The Church of Almighty God, which 
was founded less than 30 years ago, is said to number around one million people. 
How could you share your beliefs if there is such a strict surveillance of the CCP 
and the police? Did you do that openly in the street or online via WeChat? 
 
Ms Xu: In China, I was preaching the gospel privately to my family, my friends, and others. 
That is what we all do. 
 
My mother joined The Church of Almighty God and was almost arrested when preaching 
the gospel, but she managed to escape. 
 
My husband is also a member of the Church. He has not been arrested but is always in 
danger because he performs duties in the church. He is currently in hiding. 
 
The risk is that some people we approach with our message are identified by the CCP, 
harassed, interrogated, and tortured by the police until they denounce us. We do not use 
online services like WeChat to share our faith because they are closely monitored by the 
CCP. There are sensitive words like “God” or “the Gospel” that cannot be used online, 
otherwise we would immediately be identified, located, and arrested. 
 
HRWF: Did you face specific obstacles in regards to your prayer meetings? 
 
Ms Xu: Renting a place for our religious meetings is very difficult in China. Once the 
landlords know we are Christians they refuse because they are afraid of being involved. I 
still remember that, two years ago, several sisters and I had gathered in a rental house in 
Huai’an City, in Jiangsu Province. The landlord had the key to the house; she opened the 
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gate to the yard and heard we were talking about our Christian beliefs. She knocked on 
the door of our room heavily and shouted at us angrily: “You are Christians. The 
government arrests you and you dare gather here! You don’t care about your lives, but I 
will be involved because of you! Get out of here right now! I will not rent this house to you 
anymore. If you don’t move right now, I will call the police!” In desperation, we had to 
move immediately, and the remainder of the rent was not returned to us. 
 
HRWF: Did you get into trouble because of your preaching activities? 
 
Ms Xu: Yes. In April 2017, I preached the gospel to a colleague, and she told my boss. 
“Now, The Church of Almighty God is the first enemy of the Chinese government and you 
dare preach the gospel here!” he said. And he fired me. 
 
HRWF: Can you tell us more about the persecution of your Church? 
 
Ms Xu: Yes. In 2014, the CCP carried out the so-called “100-Day Campaign” to arrest 
Christians all over the country. All the media and the internet were reporting about attacks 
against our Church. Everywhere we could see policemen in uniform and in plainclothes 
patrolling and investigating. We often heard that some brothers and sisters were arrested. 
At that time, my home was a meeting place, and I was nervous every day because I was 
pregnant and afraid I would be arrested one day. Other sisters were arrested and 
imprisoned even though they were pregnant, and they underwent forced abortions. I was 
scared that I would suffer the same fate. In the 6th month of my pregnancy, there was a 
possible sign of miscarriage but thanks to God’s protection my child was born safely. 
However, my anxiety did not stop with the delivery because what would happen to my 
baby if I were arrested?  
 
I moved all the time from one place to another to avoid being arrested. As the police could 
not find me, they harassed my family. They told my mother-in-law that I am a wanted 
criminal and she should send me to the police station once I would go back home. There 
was no other choice than to flee to a free country. 
 
Human Rights Without Frontiers (HRWF) recommends that the Dutch authorities 
grant Ms Xu L. political asylum.  HRWF is in possession of the details of her case 
(full name, date and place of birth, certificate of membership of The Church of 
Almighty God, composition of her family, dates and places of incidents, etc.) and 
can help the Dutch authorities dealing with applications for political asylum. 
 
Interview taken by Willy Fautré with a translator Chinese-English. 
 
w.fautre@hrwf.org  

 

 

Special Weekly FORB Newsletter, 28 January – 4 
February 

 
Muslims in Xinjiang treated as terrorists 
 
04.02.2019 – Although they are not technically living in prison, the built environment and 
the government regulations remind the Muslims: We think you are a threat. 
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Continue reading… 
 
 
The Church of Almighty God: nearly 11,000 arrested in 2018 
 
04.02.2019 – As the year-end statistics are tallied, the extent of persecution in China 
becomes clear. Thousands arrested, many tortured, 19 dead, all from one church. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Underground Catholic churches forced to the catacombs 
 
03.02.2019 – Reminiscent of early Christians, Chinese Catholics must move in secret and 
meet in out-of-the-way places, while priests face arrest if caught. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Preachers of state-sanctioned churches losing their permits 
 
02.02.2019 – Authorities are coming up with absurd reasons for taking away Christians’ 
ability to worship and preach. The new one is the age of preachers. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Students forced to sign religion-rejection commitments 
 
02.02.2019 – Government officials are going after primary and secondary school 
students to fill their minds with atheist ideology. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Inside the transfer of Xinjiang Muslims 
 
02.02.2019 – Exclusive new details have emerged about the transfer of Uyghur detainees 
outside Xinjiang, and the conditions inside the prisons warehousing them for re-
education. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Religions and western culture banished from campus 
 
01.02.2019 – Chinese universities promote closed minds by banning religious knowledge 
and Western culture, as students and teachers alike find their futures threatened. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Control the money, control the Church 
 
01.02.2019 – With surveillance cameras watching donation boxes and mandatory 
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deposits of donations in state accounts, the noose tightens around church activities. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
That strange shyness of the EU towards China 
 
01.02.2019 – A seminar of scholars and politicians in the European Parliament loses an 
excellent opportunity to put respect for human rights at the top of priorities. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Is there a selective persecution of house churches in China? 
 
31.01.2019 – A book by American political scientist Carsten Vala answers the question 
why some house churches are “tolerated” and others are persecuted in China. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
World’s tallest bronze statue of Laozi hidden by state (video) 
 
30.01.2019 – Eight years after local authorities attended the ceremonial unveiling, the 
same authorities now say the statue of the Daoist holy man is unapproved and must go. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Xinjiang uses citizen informers to “root out” enemies 
 
30.01.2019 – Using agricultural metaphors, authorities move to “excavate, reduce, and 
eradicate” their enemies by Cultural Revolution-like citizens reporting on each other. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
CCP pits people against their religious relatives 
 
30.01.2019 – Incited by government anti-religion propaganda, son attacks his mother, 
prohibiting her from practicing her faith. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Chinese state: build wealth by… destroying property 
 
30.01.2019 – In the topsy-turvy world that Communist China is becoming, Up is Down, 
False is True, and Poverty can be solved by destroying the possessions of the poor. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
US Congress’ Lantos Commission adopts CAG’s Mo Xiufeng as prisoner of 
conscience 
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30.01.2019 – For the first time, a prisoner of The Church of Almighty God detained in 
China is “adopted” by the bipartisan Lantos Commission of the US Congress. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
House churches’ choice: state-run church or persecution 
 
30.01.2019 – China’s suppression of religious belief is at its worst since the Cultural 
Revolution, and Christian house churches are especially targeted. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
In the depths of Xinjiang: ubiquitous persecution 
 
30.01.2019 – There is no escape from religious persecution. In the smallest villages, 
mosques are destroyed, people are forced to break Halal laws, and face re-education. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
CCP cracks down on Guan Yin Citta and Supreme Master Ching Hai 
 
29.01.2019 – These two new religious movements are considered xie jiao, and Chinese 
citizens are forbidden to travel abroad to attend their seminars. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Preacher arrested for supporting persecuted pastor 
 
29.01.2019 – A house church preacher, Luo Yao, was detained after posting a message 
on social media calling to pray for the arrested Pastor Wang Yi. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
New temple-shutdown tactic: suspend permits 
 
29.01.2019 – By halting approvals for houses of worship, which are required by the 
Chinese government, more Buddhist and Taoist temples are being shuttered. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Chinese authorities are afraid of “color revolutions” 
 
29.01.2019 – China’s public security officials prioritize extreme measures to avoid or 
resist possible mass anti-government uprisings, singling out believers. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Mandatory “poverty alleviation” worse than being poor (video) 
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28.01.2019 – When the state declares poverty no longer exists, what do you do with 
poor people? Hide them, warehouse them, keep them out of sight. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Hotels penalized for hosting Christmas events 
 
28.01.2019 – Local governments across China have launched waves of measures to 
boycott Christmas – celebrations, decorations, and presents. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
With the Wang Qanzhang case CCP hits the bottom 
 
28.01.2019 – The famous human rights lawyer who defended Falun Gong practitioners 
has been sentenced to 4,5 years in jail. Beijing arrogantly treads on the law again. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
 
 
 

The strange shyness of the EU towards China  

Marco	Respinti	

A seminar of scholars and politicians in the European Parliament loses an 
excellent opportunity to put respect for human rights at the top of priorities 
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By Marco Respinti 

Bitter Winter (02.02.2019) - https://bit.ly/2DPRZsO - In the second half of May, the 
member states of the European Union (EU) will hold elections to renew the European 
Parliament (EP), and it is logical that, one after the other, hot topics are surfacing. One of 
these is undoubtedly the relations that the EU has, and above all will have, with the other 
giants of the international political scene: for example, China. Especially in a historical 
moment in which the Asian colossus is overtly expanding its power and its grip through 
the Belt and Road Initiative in spite of the fact that, although it has been the protagonist 
of the dizzying and proverbial economic growth, it is now lagging behind in the midst of 
the recent slowdown in its manufacturing output, the decline of the renminbi (Chinese 
yuan) compared to the US dollar, and the clash on tariffs with the United States of America 
(the effects of which are also felt in the EU). 
 
Therefore, it makes a lot of sense to have a seminar like the one organized by the German 
representatives to the EP, Jo Leinen, a Social Democrat, and Reinhard Butiköfer, of the 
Greens, respectively, president and vice president of the Delegation of the EP for relations 
with the People’s Republic of China, entitled Political values in Europe-China relations. It 
took place in the Altiero Spinelli building of the EP in Brussels on January 30, and featured 
Una Aleksandra Bērziņa-Čerenkova from the Latvian Institute of International Affairs in 
Riga; Alice Ekman from the Institut français des relations internationales in Paris; Mikko 
Huotari from the Mercator Institute for China Studies in Berlin, Germany; Tamsas Matura, 
from the Corvinus University in Budapest, Hungary; Miguel Otero Iglesias, from the Elcano 
Royal Institute in Madrid, Spain; and Tim Nicholas Rühlig, from the Swedish Institute of 
International Affairs in Stockholm. 

Human rights not at the top of the agenda 

That said, at the cost of appearing naïve, even very much naïve, one would expect that 
talks about political and commercial relations among countries cannot disregard the 
respect for human rights and the fundamental liberties of the person. If it makes sense 
that two despotic countries find it easy to understand each other politically and 
economically, it also makes sense to expect that a democratic state demands from its 
probable or possible political and economic partner to respect at least the standards of 
democracy that it personally observes. How can one think that a democratic country can 
deal at political and economic level with another if the latter arbitrarily imprisons, tortures, 
abuses and even kills its citizens? You do not need to be morally superior to understand 
that trading with a country where human dignity is trampled daily is not good for affairs; 
even cynics get it. In fact, everyone understands how economically risky, not to say 
detrimental, it is to maintain commercial exchanges ‒ where all is based on trust, 
compliance with agreements, respect for rules and transparency ‒ with a treacherous and 
double partner, used to acting outside the law, to lie and to subjugate rather than to benefit 
its citizens. 

Why then (and here is all my intentional naïveté announced above), when it comes to 
relations between the democratic states of Europe and a totalitarian country like China, 
are human rights not at the top of the agenda? The seminar of January 30th in Brussels, 
for example, didn’t put them on top of the list. 



Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | China    
 

 

Raise the stakes  

Well, a few words were said, some facts were mentioned, but with the handbrake pulled, 
stealthily. As if the scholars who intervened knew, consciously or subconsciously, not to 
push things beyond a certain limit. One could say that this is the way scholars operate 
since they express themselves differently from activists. True, but only partially. Yes, 
scholars do their job in a different manner from that of the activists, and rightly so; on the 
other hand, even scholars are able, if they want to, to put things clearly. Of course, 
differently from activists, but certainly not in a less straightforward way. 

After all, in the Brussels seminar, Mikka Huotari explicitly said that several things 
happening in China are incompatible with the standards that the EU countries are 
accustomed to. Una Aleksandra Bērziņa-Čerenkova has specified that Latvians have little 
sympathy for the model of government that dominates China as well as for the flippant 
approach that Beijing adopts towards international law. Tamsas Matura reported that, if 
Hungary looks favorably on China, it is not so for the Czech Republic and Poland, whose 
societies are amply impatient towards the “Beijing model”, adding that, in these 
assessments, it is always necessary to carefully distinguish the attitudes of the 
governments from the orientations of the citizens. Alice Ekman has opportunely noted that, 
when dealing with China, one cannot take anything for granted so that each time it’s 
necessary to make sense of the words defining their meaning. Rights, law, government, 
and freedom do not have the same meaning in China as in Europe. 

But then, if the scholars who spoke at the seminar feel some uneasiness, and somehow 
reveal it, why can’t we completely turn priorities upside down (I am still intentionally naïve) 
and make way for respect of human rights and fundamental liberties of a person a binding 
paradigm of any other yet legitimate political and economic question? Why, in short, can’t 
we start from those tenets, explicitly saying that as long as China does not change its 
attitude on human rights and fundamental liberties, there can be no partnership? 
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Now (and here my naïveté ends), in the globalized world, it is not possible to retreat in 
some splendid isolation. It is evident that, like it or not, the rest of the world has to come 
to terms with the Chinese economic power. But it is equally valid that the stakes can be 
raised, that the chip of respect for human rights can be put on the table. And it is not true 
that if one did it, China would leave the table: in order to trade, there must always be at 
least two. 

 

Two kickers 

Certain self-censorships are thus inexplicable. To scholars, who do not act in politics, it 
wouldn’t cost much to speak openly. At the price of seeming idealists, they can afford it 
because they hold no political office, and if they speak frankly, they may even benefit from 
it. 

For politicians, however, the price may be higher. They have an ideological agenda to follow 
and have no intention of affording themselves certain liberties. This is a mischievous 
statement of mine, but the conclusion of the Brussels seminar on Wednesday has helped 
to nurture it. 

Some thirty minutes prior to the conclusion of the seminar, once the speakers had all given 
their presentations, Mr. Butiköfer, who acted as the coordinator of the table, opened the 
Q&A session. He collected all the interventions from the public and then gave back the 
floor to the speakers. Out of the many questions, two touched the hidden heart of the 
problem. The first (the first ever) was Ryan Barry’s of the Uyghur Congress in Munich, 
Germany: he asked if the news of the million (at least) Uyghurs that the CCP unlawfully 
detains for religious and ethnic reasons in the Xinjiang’s “transformation through 
education” camps have had an echo in the European countries reviewed by the speakers. 
Another question was posed by a Chinese lady who asked if the politicians realized that 
any consideration on China couldn’t ignore the fact that China professes a Communist 
ideology and practices a Communist ideocracy, which aims at total domination and 
degradation of people. At this point, two kickers followed. 
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The first was Mr. Butiköfer’s management of the Q&A: he summarized all the audience’s 
questions, inviting the speakers to choose their favorite to answer but omitting the two 
mentioned above, Uyghurs and Communism. Then, he gave the floor to the speakers in 
reverse order compared to their first run of interventions; they chose to answer everything 
but the two above mentioned questions, perhaps because the moderator omitted them. 
Thus, at time expired, with an attendant who signaled to Mr. Butiköfer that it was time to 
leave the room to a subsequent event, Mikka Huotari took the floor again. And here is the 
second kicker: he meritoriously recovered the unanswered question on Uyghurs. But at 
that point, there was no more time, and the question remained suspended in the void (the 
one on Communism never reappeared on the horizon). 

 

The Church of Almighty God: US Congress adopts Mo 
Xiufeng as prisoner of conscience 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For the first time, a prisoner of The Church of Almighty God detained in China is 
“adopted” by the bipartisan Lantos Commission of the US Congress. 

 
By Massimo Introvigne 
 
Bitter Winter (30.01.2019) - https://bit.ly/2DIJkIk - On September 24, 2008 H. Res. 1451 
created the Tom Lantos Human Rights Commission, as a bipartisan body of the House of 
Representatives for the international advocacy of human rights. It was named after U.S. 
Democrat congressman Tom Lantos (1928–2008), a well-known champion of human 
rights. Perhaps the most well-known activity of the Lantos Commission is the “adoption” 
of prisoners of conscience, which started in 2012. When a prisoner of conscience is 
“adopted,” the Lantos Commission, through one or more members of the House, releases 
information about him or her, urges the Department of State and the White House to 
prioritize the prisoner’s case, urges the government of the country to release the prisoner, 
and ensures that U.S. delegations traveling to the country in which the prisoner is detained 
raise concerns about the prisoner. 
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For the first time, on January 29, 2019, the Lantos Commission has adopted a prisoner of 
conscience of The Church of Almighty God (CAG), a Christian new religious movement 
banned in China and included in the list of the xie jiao. 
 
The name of the prisoner is Mo Xiufeng. She was born on April 16, 1988 and is a native of 
Nanning City, Guangxi. She lived in No.8, Building 29, Qiaowang Community, Hecheng 
Town, Qingtian County, Lishui City, Zhejiang Province. In 2011 she became a Christian, 
and in 2012 she joined The Church of Almighty God. 
 
At around 5 p.m. on July 2, 2017, six or seven plainclothes police officers from the National 
Security Brigade of the Public Security Bureau in Lishui City, Zhejiang Province burst into 
the rented apartment where Mo Xiufeng lived, and screamed at her and her husband that 
they were suspected of being members of a xie jiao. After ransacking the apartment, they 
confiscated several CAG books and other materials. The police then took Mo Xiufeng and 
her husband to the Wanxiang Police Station in Liandu District Branch, Lishui City, for 
interrogation. 
 
At 9 o’clock in the morning on July 3, officers escorted Mo Xiufeng to the East West Rock 
Hotel in Shaxi Village, Laozhu Town, Lishui City, where they attempted to make her 
relinquish her beliefs, give up the names of co-religionists and the location where CAG 
funds were kept, and become an informant for the Chinese authorities so that they could 
arrest more CAG members  and confiscate CAG assets. 
 
When Mo Xiufeng refused to give any information, the police tortured her and prevented 
her from sleeping for several days. As soon as she started nodding off, they 
 
would have her stand on a bench so that she dared not close her eyes. After 18 days of 
torture, the police had to conclude they had been ultimately unsuccessful. Mo Xiufeng will 
keep her faith and will not become an informant. 
 
On July 21, the Liandu District Branch of the Public Security Bureau in Lishui City charged 
Mo Xiufeng with the crime of “organizing and using a xie jiao”. She was taken into criminal 
custody at the Lishui City Detention Center. 
 
On March 1, 2018, the People’s Court of Liandu District in Lishui City sentenced Mo Xiufeng 
to nine years in prison (from July 21, 2017 to July 20, 2026) and fined her 30,000 RMB 
(about 4,500 US dollars), having found her guilty of the crime punished by Art. 300 of the 
Chinese Criminal Code. Art. 300 makes “using” a xie jiao a criminal offense punishable 
with a 3 to 7 years “or more” jail penalty. The formula normally used in the court decisions 
is “using a xie jiao to undermine the enforcement of the law.” However the case of Mo 
Xiufeng, like many others, confirms that no other crime is needed to apply Art. 300 than 
being active in a religious group listed and banned as a xie jiao. Mo Xiufeng was sentenced 
to nine years having been recognized as a local leader of a xie jiao, but Art. 300 is routinely 
enforced also against members who are not leaders. In fact, 11 other CAG members who 
had been arrested on the same day as Mo Xiufeng were also sentenced to prison terms 
ranging from three to eight years and fined between 5,000 RMB (about 730 US dollars) 
and 20,000 RMB (about 3,000 US dollars). 
 
To this day, Mo Xiufeng and six other co-religionists remain imprisoned in China. But the 
“adoption” of Mo Xiufeng by the Lantos Commission is a sign they have not been forgotten. 
 
Mo Xiufeng 
 
Detained Since: July 2, 2017 
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Charges: Organizing and using a “Xie Jiao” (heterodox teachings) organization to 
undermine law enforcement. 
 
Sentence: Nine years in prison and a fine of $4,500. 
 
Biography: Mo Xiufeng joined the Church of the Almighty God, a Christian denomination 
with roots in China, in 2012. She and her husband lived in Lishui, Zhejiang Province, where 
she served as a Church leader. 
 
On July 2, 2017, plainclothes policemen from the National Security Brigade of the Public 
Security Bureau in Lishui City entered Mo’s apartment, confiscated several books and 
electronic files containing Church of the Almighty God teachings, and took Mo and her 
husband for interrogation. 11 other members of the Church were arrested the same day. 
For 18 days, the police sought to force her to relinquish her beliefs while questioning her 
about the identities of other Church members and the location of Church assets. She was 
subjected to sleep deprivation and torture during this time.   
 
Mo and other Church leaders were charged with “organizing and using a “Xie Jiao” 
organization to undermine law enforcement. She was sentenced to nine years in prison 
and fined about 4,500 US dollars in March 2018.  
 
Source: https://humanrightscommission.house.gov/defending-freedom-
project/prisoners-by-country/China/Mo%20Xiufeng  

 

Special Weekly FORB Newsletter, 21-27 January 

 
Chairman Mao’s birthday instead of Christmas 
 
27.01.2019 – For Christmas last year, the spirit of the Chinese government was simple: 
Forget Christ, celebrate Mao Zedong. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Registration of Christians continues, scaring off believers 
 
27.01.2019 – Chinese police stake out churches, register believers who enter, then 
appear at their homes for “inspections.” Fearful worshipers are staying away from 
church. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Video: Uyghur children indoctrinated in camps 
 
26.01.2019 – With one million minority Uyghur Muslims detained for re-education, what 
becomes of their children? They are locked in “schools” of Han Chinese propaganda. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Continued suppression of underground Catholic church 
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26.01.2019 – Despite an agreement between the Vatican and Beijing, Chinese authorities 
continue to squelch churches. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
The ban on Bibles and religious texts intensifies 
 
26.01.2019 – Churches aren’t allowed to use the Bible, hymn books or other religious 
readings unless sanctioned and published by the government. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
A tale of two rival deities: God and the CCP 
 
25.01.2019 – Mr. Marco Respinti, Director-in-Charge of Bitter Winter delivered a slightly 
shortened version of the following text during the seminar Freedom of Religion in China, 
organized at the European Parliament in Brussels by Mr. Bastiaan Belder, Dutch 
representative for the European Conservative and Reformists Group (ECR), Mr. Christian 
Dan Preda, Romanian representative for the European People’s Party (EPP), and Mr. Josef 
Weidenholser, Austrian representative for the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and 
Democrats (S&D). 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
“Not in my name”. Why even atheists should defend believers 
 
25.01.2019 – Mr. Willy Fautré, co-founder and director of Human Rights Without 
Frontiers, and Associate Editor of Bitter Winter, delivered the following text, illustrated 
with slides from pictures of persecution published by Bitter Winter, during the seminar 
Freedom of Religion in China organized at the European Parliament in Brussels by Mr. 
Bastiaan Belder, Dutch representative for the European Conservative and Reformists 
Group (ECR), Mr. Christian Dan Preda, Romanian representative for the European 
People’s Party (EPP), and Mr. Josef Weidenholser, Austrian representative for the 
Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Inside China’s “red revolution” to eliminate religion 
 
25.01.2019 – With the help of the “four requirements” policy, the CCP is seeking to 
penetrate churches with communist symbols and ideology to eliminate religion 
completely. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
An “ethical tariff” on China to defeat silence and tepidity 
 
25.01.2019 – A major three-partisan conference on religious freedom in China held at 
the European Parliament urged international institutions to wake up in the face of CCP 
brutality. 
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Continue reading… 
 
 
CCP interfering with how Muslims perform funerals 
 
24.01.2019 – Government officials are monitoring funeral services in Xinjiang and 
prohibiting Muslims from commemorating their dead according to their faith and 
customs. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
China resorts to old method to suppress belief 
 
24.01.2019 – The ancient Chinese tactic of “guilt by association” is to pit family members 
against each other, making all guilty for the crimes of one. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Confucius replaces Buddha in sinicized Chinese temples 
 
24.01.2019 – In the new China, Buddhist and Daoist artifacts are destroyed, and temples 
are turned into nondescript buildings for worshiping the state. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Even the dead cannot be religious 
 
24.01.2019 – Chinese persecution continues into the afterlife, as authorities remove 
crosses and crescent moons from tombstones. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Thirty years after: Tiananmen and religion 
 
24.01.2019 – In 2019, the world celebrates the 30th anniversary of the Tiananmen 
Square Protest of 1989. Few, however, realize that what happened then determined the 
fate of religion in China in the next 30 years. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Christian suddenly dies within 24 hours of arrest 
 
23.01.2019 – People in China are paying for their beliefs with their lives, like a member 
of The Church of Almighty God from Henan who died while in detention. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Underground Catholic mass raided by Authorities 
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23.01.2019 – Government officials shut down Christmas Mass celebrations in the 
Archdiocese of Fuzhou under the pretext of “keeping stability.” 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Religious belief on campus suppressed throughout China 
 
22.01.2019 – Foreign Christian teachers deported, and Christian students and teachers 
face penalties, as Chinese schools seek to reinforce the gospel according to Marx. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
You shall have no God before Marx and Lenin 
 
22.01.2019 – The Chinese Communist Party is cracking down on its members who 
secretly believe in God. Devotion to the Party must be absolute. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
CAG exiles ask for Italy’s protection 
 
22.01.2019 – A torchlight procession for peace in Rho requested the Italian government 
to welcome the victims of religious persecution. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Attended Church 10 years ago? No travel for you 
 
21.01.2019 – Chinese believers are finding that their travel is being monitored or 
prohibited. They fear social credit system and growing pressure on family members. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Officials give party propaganda as Christmas gifts 
 
21.01.2019 – One such present given to Christians in Henan Province was a couplet that 
celebrated the Chinese Communist Party. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Journal of religion and violence: “The CAG did not commit the McDonald’s 
murder” 
 
21.01.2019 – A special issue of the respected academic journal debunks the idea that 
new religious movements are inherently violent—and that The Church of Almighty God 
was responsible for the murder of a woman in a McDonald’s in 2014. 
 
Continue reading… 
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A tale of two rival deities: God and the CCP  

By Marco Respinti, Director-in-charge of Bitter Winter 
 
Bitter Winter (27.01.2019) - https://bit.ly/2TeT42w - Mr. Marco Respinti, Director-in-
Charge of Bitter Winter delivered a slightly shortened version of the following text during 
the seminar Freedom of Religion in China organized on 23 January at the European 
Parliament in Brussels by MEP Bastiaan Belder, (ECR/ Netherlands), MEP Cristian Dan Preda 
(EPP/ Romania), and MEP Josef Weidenholser (S&D, Austria). 
  
Marco Respinti 
  
Distinguished hosts, MEPs, Mr. Ambassador, speakers, ladies and gentlemen, it is an honor 
and a pleasure to be here today for such an important topic. 
  
Bitter Winter was launched in May 2018 as an online chronicle on religious liberty and 
human rights in China. It is published daily in eight languages (English, Chinese, Italian, 
French, German, Spanish, Korean and Japanese) by  CESNUR, the Center for Studies on 
New Religions, headquartered in Torino, Italy. In fact, its Editor-in-Chief is Massimo 
Introvigne, one of the most famous expert on religion, founder and managing director of 
CESNUR. 
 
Your truly serves as Director-in-Charge since the founding. 
  
Bitter Winter was born out of a quite original combination of scholars, journalists and 
activists of human rights from different countries who work together to give voice to the 
voiceless by publishing news, documents, and testimonies about persecutions against all 
religions in China. 
  
The unique feature of  Bitter Winter is its network of several hundred correspondents in all 
Chinese provinces. At high risk for their security, they continuously report on what happens 
in China and how religions are treated or mistreated. They often supply also exclusive 
photographs and videos. 
 
In this way, we have been able to prove and document repression, crack down and 
violence, from torture to death, as well as fake news spread for propaganda by the Chinese 
Communist Party on religious groups and individuals. One of our scoops was releasing a 
video from inside one of the impenetrable and ill-famed "transformation through 
education" camps in Xinjiang, where at least 1.5 million people are detained, two thirds of 
which being Uyhurs imprisoned just because they are believers (Muslim) and an ethnic 
minority. 
  
Apparently our reporters do an excellent job in exposing the horrible truth of religious 
persecution in China and Bitter Winteris a serious media outlet. Who says that? The Chinese 
Communist Party itself that uncompromisingly rule China with an iron scepter smashing all 
opposition and treading on human rights. Between August and December, 2018 the 
Chinese Communist regime has in fact  arrested 45 of our reportersfor filming incidents of, 
or gathering news about, the CCP's persecution of religious freedom and violation of human 
rights. They have been usually detained and interrogated on the charge of "divulging state 
secrets" or "involvement in infiltration by foreign forces." Some reporters have been sent 
to "legal education centers" to undergo mandatory indoctrination, while others have been 
tortured and abused. The reporter who courageously filmed a "transformation through 
education" camp in Xinjang was among the arrested. Some of them have been luckily 
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released since, but they are always under strict surveillance and this paralyzes their work 
for  Bitter Winter. Others are instead still detained, and we know nothing of their fate. 
  
Working day by day for  Bitter Winter three main issues appear all the more chilling. 
 
First, Sinicization. It's an old word and an old concept dating at least from the 17th century 
to indicate the assimilation of minorities into Chinese culture and language. The CCP, 
however, gives to the word "sinicization" a different meaning. It is not enough that 
organizations operating in China, including religions and churches, have Chinese leaders. 
In order to be accepted as "sinicized," they should have leaders selected by the CCP and 
operate within a framework of strategies and objectives indicated by the CCP. Under the 
guise of harmonizing religion with Chinese customs, in fact "sinicization" tries to distort all 
faiths conforming them to the Communist ideology. 
  
Second, xie jiao. Often incorrectly translated as "evil cults," the expression xie jiao (which 
has been used since the late Ming era) means "heterodox teachings" and indicates the 
religious movements included in the list of the  xie jiao, which the government regards as 
hostile to the CCP, dangerous, and not "really" religious.  Xie jiao are prohibited and harshly 
persecuted. Being a member of a group designed as xie jiao spoils the believer of every 
human right, de-humanizing him or her. This is why they can be harassed and tortured 
with all possible cruelty. They are no more human beings. 
 
But the point is that there is no clear and accepted definition of the  xie jiao and so, 
basically, a  xie jiao is any group listed as  xiejiao by the government which, paradoxically, 
being atheistic claims to decide what religion is or is not. 
  
Third, and last for today, the war on the very idea of God. Communist China has always 
judged religion as unnatural and thus sooner or later doomed to extinction. While awaiting 
this fate, the CCP has contributed to reaching the extinction of religion with varying degrees 
of harshness depending on times, leaders, national and international contexts. The "New 
Era" of Xi Jinping favors a rapid acceleration with a direct assault on faiths, both those 
banned or somewhat tolerated and those approved and controlled by the state. This means 
one thing only: the CCP considers God its very enemy. Why? Because God is a direct rival 
of the CCP. Believers are increasingly compelled to remove and destroy religious images 
to substitute them with portraits of Mao Zedong ad Xi Jinping. They are jealous gods. The 
Communist regime in Albania, one of the worse of all history, declared itself the first 
atheistic state of the world in 1967 and waged explicitly war on the very idea of God in its 
1976 Constitution. The CCP is doing it again today, in spite of the fact the Chinese 
Constitution grants, nominally, religious freedom. God must become extinct. In the 
meantime, the Chinese government is making believers become extinct. 
  
For all these reasons, the world has to call China to fully face its responsibilities in front of 
history and posterity, and I think that some sort of "ethical tariff" should be imposed on 
Beijing. Here at the European parliament in Brussels, I then call  The High Representative  
of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and Vice President of the 
European Commission, Federica Mogherini, and the members of the European Parliament 
to make full use of their meetings with the Chinese authorities as well as the UN human 
rights mechanisms to convey their concerns to the Chinese government and urge it to 
comply with international standards regarding freedom of religion or belief. 

 

Video: Uyghur children indoctrinated in camps 

An exceptional video smuggled out of China: HTTPS://YOUTU.BE/CNATX4FFLRQ   
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With one million minority Uyghur Muslims detained for re-education, what 
becomes of their children? They are locked in “schools” of Han Chinese 

propaganda 
 

By Chang Xin 
 
Bitter Winter (26.01.2019) - https://bit.ly/2Tt43W0 - The children of the detained Uyghur 
parents are kept in so-called Loving Heart kindergartens and schools in Xinjiang. They 
undergo full-time supervision and receive their education in Chinese only. Usually, the iron 
gates of these Loving Heart facilities are firmly locked. The walls are surrounded by barbed 
wire, and access is strictly controlled. There is little chance for these children to go outside. 
The children only get to see their parents once a month during a monthly video call. 
According to a teacher of one kindergarten, the children always cry after talking with their 
parents on video. 
 
“Loving Heart” is a euphemistic name given by the Chinese authorities to conceal the 
nature of the facilities for outsiders. Such names are common in Xinjiang. 

As more than one million Uyghurs are locked up in Xinjiang’s “transformation through 
education camps,” more and more children are losing parental care. There is even a special 
name for families with both mother and father in custody: “double-detained families.” 

Previously, Bitter Winter reported about a shelter house located in the new town area of 
Qapqal county, in Ili Kazakh Autonomous Prefecture. A “shelter house” is another 
euphemistic name given by Chinese authorities to facilities housing and indoctrinating 
children whose parents have been arrested. 

This shelter house began operations in August 2018. Unlike ordinary schools, when 
entering this facility, visitors must register their ID information in a special security room, 
and personal belongings must pass through a security check. 

Heavily-guarded lookout posts, barbed wire on the walls, densely placed surveillance 
cameras, helmets, and other riot control gear in the first room inside the dormitory 
building—these seem to tell people that this is not an ordinary school. A map of China is 
hung in the dorm, and the walls are covered with propaganda slogans, such as “I’m 
Chinese; I love my country” and “Always follow the Party.” Such displays seem familiar. 
They are reminiscent of the installations inside transformation through education camps. 

The government even allocates a military instructor to provide military training to these 
young children. 

Although there is a full range of facilities in the shelter house, this does not seem to make 
up for the children’s pain of losing their parents. 

According to a teacher at the “shelter house,” as soon as evening comes, the children cry 
about wanting to go home to see their mom and dad. This is quite a headache for these 
teachers, who have been forcibly deployed by the government. 

A teacher said, “Many teachers have been exhausted. There is no solution. Regardless of 
whether you are a Han Chinese or an Uyghur, as long as you say something wrong, you 
will be sent to ‘study’ for an indefinite period of time, leaving your home unattended, and 
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your child sent to this shelter house for education. The policy for this year is to maintain 
stability instead of working.” 

Emotional distress is not an isolated phenomenon. A teacher who previously worked at a 
“welfare home” (which is similar in nature to a shelter house) in Bole city told Bitter 
Winter that more than 200 Uyghur children who are housed at that facility had very 
unstable moods. Some of them even tried to ingest laundry detergent or swallow fish bones 
to harm themselves. And some asked, “Is this [welfare home] a jail?” 

A prison officer in Xinjiang said, “When dealing with the education of the children of ethnic 
minorities, the government has organized a rigid and isolated education for them. With 
public security police officers as their teachers, the young Uyghurs are forced to study a 
uniform Chinese curriculum arranged by the government — they must speak Chinese, eat 
pork, wear Han clothes, and live according to the Han people’s habits and tradition. They 
are restricted to this environment, with no chance to contact the outside world. 
Indoctrinated with such a heavy-handed and mandatory education, these children of ethnic 
minorities become unconsciously obedient to the Chinese Communist Party government.” 

In 2017, similar Loving Heart schools and transformation through education camps have 
appeared in large numbers in Xinjiang. According to sources, in Lop county alone, 
11 Loving Heart nurseries (for children aged 1 to 3 years) and nine kindergartens (3 to 6 
years) have been built. Seven Loving Heart full-time nursery classes have been set up in 
junior and senior middle schools. Among them, Xinhua Kindergarten’s Loving Heart Full-
Time Nursery Class teaches 150 toddlers aged 1 to 3 years old. Yudu Loving Heart 
Kindergarten teaches over 500 children aged 3 to 6 years old. Lop County No. 3 Elementary 
School teaches more than 900 children (aged 7 to 16) of “double-detained families.” In 
Lop county alone, as many as 2,000 children are being held in custody. 

As the interview was nearing the end, numerous Uyghur children were being sent to the 
shelter house in Qapqal county. Among them, the oldest is 17 or 18 years old, and the 
youngest is only three years old. While waiting to register, the children looked into the 
distance with complex expressions on their faces. Perhaps this is the last free time they 
will have before being placed in state indoctrination. 

Reported by Chang Xin 

 

On Human Rights and Religious Liberty in China. A 
Conversation with Journalist Marco Respinti 

By Martin Banks 
 
International Policy Digest (24.01.2019) - https://bit.ly/2FLyAeF - Marco Respinti is an 
Italian journalist and lecturer on religious, political and literary issues. He is also the 
director-in-charge of Bitter Winter, a daily online magazine on religious liberty and human 
rights in China. On 23 January, he participated in a conference about religious freedom in 
China organized at the European Parliament in Brussels. 
The following is the text of my interview with Marco Respinti. 
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Bitter Winter covers the massive violations of human rights and religious freedom 
in China on a daily basis. Was it your idea to launch such a media? What is the 
origin of Bitter Winter, what makes it unique and how did it develop? 
It was not my idea to set up the magazine but I gladly joined in when Prof. Massimo 
Introvigne, a well-known scholar and one of the leading world expert on religion, asked 
me to serve as its Director-in-Charge. 
 
Any serious study of religion in China can’t be separated from the fact that in China religion 
is harshly persecuted. Thus, it has been quite natural to combine the academic interest 
with the defense of human rights. The face of this combination took the shape of an online 
daily magazine and the name of Bitter Winter, an original “joint venture” of academic 
scholars, activists for human rights and journalists, who operate, thanks to the generosity 
of Chinese exiles of any religious persuasion, with a network of several hundred 
correspondents in all Chinese provinces. 
 
At high risk for their security, they report daily on what happens in China and how religions 
are treated or mistreated. This is our peculiarity. We collaborate gladly with other media 
reporting on the abuses of human rights and religious freedom in China, but our adjunct 
value is the first-hand reporting that we are constantly able to publish thanks to our 
network or reporters active on the field. 
 
We have thus published, and we continue publishing, hard to find news, in-depth analysis, 
original comments, direct chronicles, inside documents from all levels of the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP) or the Chinese administrative system, and exclusive photographs 
and video. One of our scoops was releasing a video from inside one of the impenetrable 
and ill-famed “transformation through education” camps in Xinjiang, where at least 1.5 
million people are detained, two-thirds of which being Uyghurs imprisoned just because 
they are believers (Muslim) and an ethnic minority. 
 
What were the main obstacles that you had to overcome when you tried to launch 
this project? 
Bitter Winter was launched in May 2018 and it is now published in eight languages: English, 
Chinese, Italian, French, German, Spanish, Korean and Japanese. Our greatest obstacles 
have been the “anonymous” hackers who, more than once, sabotaged our servers, trying 
then to assault also our personal email accounts, and the CCP who aims at hitting us at 
the heart trying to dismantle our network of correspondents. 
 
From August to December 2018, 45 of our reporters were arrested for filming incidents of, 
or gathering news about, the CCP’s persecution of religious freedom and violation of human 
rights. They have been usually detained and interrogated on the charge of “divulging state 
secrets” or “involvement in infiltration by foreign forces.” Some reporters have been sent 
to “legal education centers” to undergo mandatory indoctrination, while others have been 
tortured and abused. The reporter who courageously filmed a “transformation through 
education” camp in Xinjiang was among the arrested. Some of them have been luckily 
released since, but they are always under strict surveillance and this paralyzes their work 
for Bitter Winter. Others are instead still detained, and we know nothing of their fate. 
 
What are the main peculiarities of Bitter Winter that make it a different media 
outlet? 
Our main strength is, again, our “boots on the ground”: the precious network of our 
correspondents in China. It’s totally difficult, these days, to have reliable information from 
inside China. Through our reporters, though, we can bypass censorship, secrecy and the 
disinformation through which the Chinese Communist regime is treacherously trying to 
conquer the hearts and minds of the West with a grand cover-up of its crime. One should 
not imagine, though, that this is an easy task. 
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Apart from questions of personal security for our correspondents, which remains the 
primary concern of all us, other difficulties are generated by the need of verifying news 
and sources. As you can imagine, this is not an easy task, but we try to perform it at our 
best. Our correspondents are very careful in checking every single piece of news that they 
gather for publication, then our team of editors and reviewers – a dedicated, hard-working 
multinational group of skilled professionals – double-check all, putting every little piece of 
the mosaic in perspective and scrupulously going after every single element of every single 
report. We have our means of verifying sources (for security reason I won’t go into details 
on that) and our readers have learned that we will never sacrifice accuracy for the sake of 
sensationalism. 
 
Behind this difficulty, there is yet another huge one. Letting news go safely outside China. 
I can’t, of course, tell how our reporters manage to do it, but they do it brilliantly and they 
constantly smuggle in so much important material. The fact that the CCP’s police has 
arrested so many of them means that we are doing the right thing in the right way. 
 
Publishing such good material on a daily basis in eight languages is very complex but gives 
us a great advantage on many other magazines. Many ask us why we publish also a Korean 
edition. Well, South Korea is most often the first country that Chinese exiles reach when 
they flee from persecution at home and it also has a very strict immigration policy. It 
makes sense to let the South Korean people and institutions receive first-hand accounts of 
what’s terribly going on in red China. 
 
What are the most persecuted religions in China? Does Bitter Winter cover all of 
them or only some specific ones? 
Falun Gong, a Chinese new religious movement first encouraged by the CCP because the 
CCP believed that its exercises and practices could physically benefit the people, has 
suffered horrible persecution that has decimated its members when the regime started to 
fear its huge increase in numbers of members. 
 
The Church of Almighty God is the largest new Chinese Christian religious movement and 
it is also the most persecuted. Again, the regime fears its rapid growth, its independence 
from the Party and its impermeability to the Beijing’s policy of “sinicization,” ie the 
rhetorical “patriotic” device that, under the guise of harmonizing religion with Chinese 
customs, tries to distort all faiths conforming them to the state Communist ideology. 
 
In Xinjiang, the ethnic minority of Uyghurs is severely persecuted for its cultural identity 
and its Muslim faith, alongside other Muslims from other ethnic minorities like the Kazakhs. 
An interesting case are the Hui. The Chinese government recognizes them as an “ethnic” 
minority, but they are in fact a religious group, which includes those Muslims who are 
ethnically Han Chinese and speak various forms of the Chinese language, unlike the 
Uyghurs and the Ethnic Kazakhs, who are also Muslim Chinese citizens but are not 
ethnically Chinese and speak languages other than Chinese. They are between 8-10m, 
distributed all over China, although prevalently in the northwestern part of the country. 
Hailed for decades by the CCP as the “good” Chinese Muslims, opposed to the “bad” 
Uyghurs, they have also been victims of the recent crackdown on religion. 
 
Buddhist and Daoist temples, some of them very ancient and of historical value for all 
mankind, are destroyed almost every other week, and of course, Tibetan Buddhists are 
always the first in the line of the CCP’s persecution. 
 
Christians are very much persecuted as well. House churches are the independent Chinese 
protestant churches which refuse to join the official Three-Self Church, established by the 
government in 1954 and controlled by the CCP in order to keep Protestants under its 
thumb. This is why they are also persecuted, as well as Catholics. 
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Your associate editor in Brussels, Willy Fautré from Human Rights without 
Frontiers, said during the conference that Chinese believers are fleeing from their 
country in search of a safe haven in EU member states but very few of them are 
granted political asylum and are at risk of being deported and put back in the 
hands of their persecutors. What are your feelings about this issue? 
Willy Fautré is sadly right. Too many refugees from China are not granted asylum. Germany 
even repatriated one in August, in spite of the appeal presented to Angela Merkel by nine 
NGOs. We all know that the repatriation of Chinese refugees means harassment, violence, 
and torture. The CCP is fabricating and spreading many fake news on religious groups and 
churches, and too many Western countries buy them without investigating: the result is 
the negation of asylum to too many of them. Having said that, something is slowly 
changing in some countries. Take the example of The Church of Almighty God (CAG). 
Canada, New Zealand, Sweden, and some jurisdictions in the United States welcome 
applications for protection of refugees from CAG, and some recent rulings do the same in 
Italy, while the situation remains very difficult in Japan and South Korea, where CAG 
asylum seekers are numerous, and so far, none of their applications have been accepted. 
 
What should the EU and its member states do about the persecution of Uyghur 
Muslims, Protestants, Catholics, Falun Gong practitioners, The Church of Almighty 
God and other religious people in China? 
The world has to call China to fully face its responsibilities in front of history and posterity, 
and I think that some sort of “ethical tariff” should be imposed on Beijing. As to the EU, I 
call HR/VP Federica Mogherini and the members of the European Parliament to make full 
use of their meetings with the Chinese authorities as well as the UN human rights 
mechanisms to convey their concerns to the Chinese government and urge it to comply 
with international standards regarding freedom of religion or belief. 

 

 

European Parliament: ‘All religions in China are 
persecuted’: the case of Catholics 

By Bernardo Cervellera 
 
AsiaNews (24.01.2019) - https://bit.ly/2G70SQj - In a meeting on religious freedom in 
China in the Brussels office of the European Parliament, the testimonies of Protestant 
Christians, Uighurs, Catholics. The voices of Tibetan Buddhists, Taoists and sects. The 
intervention offered by the editor of AsiaNews. 
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Brussels (AsiaNews) - "All religions in China are persecuted": This is the conclusion of 
Austrian Member of Parliament, Dr. Josef Weidenholzer, at a conference held yesterday 
afternoon at the European Parliament in Brussels on the theme "Religious Freedom in 
China". The meeting organised by representatives of the People's Party and the socialists, 
had several guest speakers who offered their witness to a packed hall. After a brief 
introduction by parliamentarians Bas Belder (Dutch) and Christian Dan Preda (Romanian), 
the following spoke: Bob Fu, founder and director of China Aid; Kuzzat Altay, Uighur exile 
in the United States; Marco Respinti, director of Bitter Winter; Willy Fautré, director of 
Human Rights without Frontiers; Fr. Bernardo Cervellera, editor of AsiaNews. From the 
audience emerged testimonies of Tibetan Buddhists, Taoists, sects, branded by the regime 
as "evil cults". Below we publish the intervention of the editor of AsiaNews. 
 
On January 14, AsiaNews published a "Christmas diary" written by a Chinese 
priest, Fr. Stanislaus, who recounts the difficulties experienced by Chinese Catholics in a 
province of the Northeast. For "security" reasons Christmas Masses must be controlled by 
the police; young people under the age of 18 cannot take part; the New Year banners of 
good wishes, which the Chinese hang on their doorstep and with which Christians wish 
peace and blessings from God, cannot be sold. 
 
On the same day, the foreign ministry spokesperson, Ms. Hua [Chunying], said: "You do 
not understand China. Do not you know how many Buddhist and Taoist temples and 
Christian churches in China operate legally? According to the law, Chinese citizens enjoy 
full religious freedom! We have taken preventive measures against terrorists and 
extremists, to allow so many ordinary people to fully enjoy normal religious freedom! " 
 
Perhaps in China all young Catholics under 18 are considered "terrorists", forbidding them 
to attend Christmas Mass, Sunday Mass, and catechesis. To allow them to "fully enjoy 
religious freedom", in primary and secondary schools of various provinces of China (Anhui, 
Henan, Inner Mongolia), representatives of the Ministry of Education have forbidden pupils 
and students to celebrate Christmas ( and the Lunar New Year), to exchange gifts or to 
participate in religious ceremonies; in several provinces (Hebei, Shaanxi, 
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Yunnan) Christmas celebrations and decorations were forbidden in the cities, seen 
as "an attack on Chinese culture", a submission to Western "spiritual pollution". 
 
Apart from the historical error of considering Christianity as a "religion of the West" (given 
that Jesus was born in Asia and that Christianity arrived in China in the 7th century from 
Iraq), it is clear that the Chinese Communist Party is conducting a veritable "religious war" 
on Christianity and Catholics, all in the name of "security" and "nationalist patriotism". 
 
In the name of security 
 
In the name of security, religious activities are divided into "normal" and "illegal", although 
there are no differences in rite or execution between the two. What makes a religious 
activity "normal" is its submission to the control of political authorities: bishops, priests, 
places of worship registered with the Ministry of Religious Affairs; registered publications; 
registered pastoral plans; registered times; registered participants. Added to this are the 
ubiquitous cameras in the parish offices; the permits to ask to meet Chinese or foreign 
Catholic personnel; the continued presence of the police around or inside the places of 
worship. 
 
"Illegal" religious activities are those carried out with personnel or in places that are not 
under control. The Catholics who carry out these activities, defined as "criminals", claim 
their freedom as guaranteed by the Chinese constitution, but risk arrests, fines, 
expropriation of buildings, or their destruction. 
In 1994, the UN envoy for religious freedom, Abdelfattah Amor, asked China to eliminate 
this difference between "normal" and "illegal" activities, but this request went unheard. 
 
It should be noted that this division - inserted by the government - creates the so-called 
official Church (of "normal" activities) and the underground (or unofficial) Church. 
 
The instrument of this division is the Patriotic Association, guarantor of "normality", whose 
statutes violate the integrity of the Catholic faith because it wants to build a Church 
"independent" from the universal Church and the Holy See. Official Church members agree 
to register as the "lesser evil"; those of the underground Church categorically refuse to 
register. But both communities suffer violations of religious freedom and risk elimination: 
the former from a suffocating control; the latter from arrests, disappearances, killings, 
destruction. 
 
The situation has become even more radical with the launch of the New Regulations on 
Religious Activities on February 1, 2018. 
 
Under the new regulations the official communities must submit to the control of the 
dimensions, colors and position of crosses; the height and position of statues; texts posted 
online, with a ban on the live streaming of all ceremonies. The underground communities 
do not even have the right to exist. 
 
Activities carried out in unregistered places and with unregistered personnel are subject to 
heavy fines: between 100 and 300 thousand yuan for "unauthorized" activities (Article 64). 
 
In addition to incurring fines, sites that host "illegal" activities will be closed down, seized 
and subject to forfeiture in state assets. For several months police and representatives of 
the Religious Affairs Bureau have been systematically meeting bishops, priests and lay 
faithful of the underground communities for "a cup of tea" and "to advise" them to register 
in the official communities.] 
 
 This explains the various "forced vacations" of Wenzhou bishop Peter Shao Zhumin, 
or the indoctrination classes of priests in Hebei, Henan, Inner Mongolia, ... 
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Underground bishops and priests are “advised” to register in the official communities, 
taking them to "forced vacations" or to “indoctrination classes”. 
 
It is our duty to at least name the victims of this persecution: Msgr. James Su Zhimin, 
undergournd bishop of Baoding (Hebei), who has been missing in police custody since 
1997; Fr. Liu Honggeng of Baoding, missing since 2015; Fr. Wei Heping (also known 
as Yu Heping), who died in 2015 in mysterious and suspicious circumstances. 
 
There are also victims in the official Church: Msgr. Thaddeus Ma Daqin, bishop of 
Shanghai, since 2012 in isolation and under house arrest for having dared to leave the 
Patriotic Association; Fr. Liu Jiangdong, of Zhengzhou (Henan), expelled from his 
parish in October 2018 and forbidden to live as a priest, for having dared to organize 
meetings with young people even under the age of 18. 
 
For all of this, since February 2018 many communities have been forcibly closed, convents 
and places of worship destroyed with bulldozers, including some shrines in Shanxi and 
Guizhou. It is estimated that in 2018 at least 30 Catholic churches have been closed and 
destroyed. 
But there are also churches (official) that are destroyed in the name of urban expansion - 
as in Qianwang and Liangwang (Shandong) - and whose land is seized for building 
development without any compensation. 
 
In the name of nationalist patriotism 
 
Another method of submission and elimination of Catholics is nationalist patriotism, 
or "sinicization". According to the dictates of Xi Jinping, the Church must not only 
assimilate Chinese culture, and express its creed with Chinese categories, but must create 
theologies, history, works of art according to the dictates of Chinese culture. Again it falls 
to the Patriotic Association to verify this is being done.  But the race for inculturation has 
also become iconoclasm with the destruction of works of art from the past ("too Western") 
and that of external and internal church decoration, the demolition of crosses from bell 
towers, the destruction of domes and facades considered "not Chinese in 
style". Patriotism obliges communities to hoist the Chinese flag on every religious building, 
to sing patriotic hymns before services, to hang a portrait of Xi Jinping even on the 
altars. 
 
The provisional agreement between China and the Holy See, signed on September 22nd 
2018, has not changed this situation. It is true that in some ways, the agreement is a 
conquest because for the first time in modern China history the Pope is recognized as head 
of the Catholic Church in China. 
 
However, last December, Wang Zuoan, deputy chief of the United Front and former director 
of the State Administration for Religious Affairs, once again stressed that the principles of 
independence and self-management will not be eliminated "at any time and under any 
circumstances”. 
 
In words reportedly shared with one [of these] underground bishop [s], the Pope is said 
to have referred that if the agreement was not signed, China threatened to illegally ordain 
45 bishops "independent" from the Holy See, creating the basis for a real schism. The 
agreement was therefore blackmail. 
 
In addition, immediately after the signing of the agreement, in many regions of China the 
United Front and the Patriotic Association held rallies for priests and bishops explaining to 
them that "despite the agreement", they had to work for the implementation of 
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an independent Church. The destruction of crosses, churches, indoctrination sessions, 
arrests continued just as before the agreement, if not worse. 
 
Four conclusions 
 
1. It is clear that the government and the Chinese Communist Party are engaged in a real 
religious war to oust the God of Christians and replace Him with the god-Xi Jinping, which 
implies a total submission to the Communist Party, a condition included in the New 
Regulations to nurture religion in China. In the name of the sinicization and subjugation 
religions are distorted until they become simple instruments of collateral support to the 
Party. 
2. What happens to Catholics, also happens to civil society and the business world. In 
recent years, control of media, social networks, the population, NGOs has grown ... and 
even in the business world, submission to the Party is required, on fear of kidnappings, 
arrests and convictions. 
3. China ploughs ahead undisturbed trampling on religious rights, civil society and 
commerce thanks to the indifference of the international community or the servility of 
many states which in view of possible, rapid economic gains with the Chinese market, turn 
a blind eye to these violations. 
4. The international community and the Chinese government suffer from myopia: they do 
not realize that religions - not only Catholicism and Protestantism - are spreading ever 
more rapidly just as esteem for Party politics is diminishing. The result is an erosion of 
Chinese society and a greater need for political and economic reforms. Ensuring religious 
freedom for Christian communities and other faiths could help China to achieve greater 
cohesion by saving it from chaos. 

 

Dozens of underground human rights reporters arrested 
in China 

“At least 45 Chinese reporters working underground for an Italy-based media 
outlet were arrested, interrogated, and accused of espionage in China in the last 

six months,” declared Marco Respinti, a panelist at a conference on religious 
freedom in China organized this Wednesday at the European Parliament – 

writes Willy Fautré, director of Human Rights Without Frontiers. 
 
By Willy Fautré 
 
EU Reporter (23.01.2019) - https://bit.ly/2FSOQtD - Respinti, a journalist and Director-in-
Charge of Bitter Winter (BW), an international online daily magazine on religious liberty 
and human rights in China published in eight languages by CESNUR in Italy, also reported 
that in August 2018 the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) authorities designated Bitter 
Winter as a “foreign hostile website” due to BW publishing secret documents and news 
reports about the CCP’s suppression of religious beliefs and human rights violations. 
 
The CCP authorities retaliated with repeated attempts to hack BW’s website and arresting 
its local reporters and contributors. BW reporters who are arrested for smuggling out 
videos, photos, court trial documents, or any other evidence of persecution are usually 
accused of “divulgation of state secrets” or “involvement in infiltration by foreign forces.” 
 
Bitter Winter covers the persecution of all faiths in its daily reports; all religions are 
persecuted under Xi Jinping in China. Active believers of all faiths are arbitrarily arrested 
and forced to sign declarations recanting their religious beliefs and swearing allegiance to 
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the atheist Communist Party. Places of worship are closed or destroyed, and minors are 
forbidden to attend religious services in places of worship, both in public or private. 
 
One million Uyghur Muslims are forced to attend political “transformation through 
education” sessions in detention conditions. BW reporters have managed to smuggle out 
pictures and videos from these camps. One reporter who secretly filmed such a camp in 
Xinjiang was arrested and has “disappeared” after his arrest. 
 
Pastors are arrested and sentenced to prison terms for holding prayer meetings in private 
houses; crosses have been removed down from both Catholic and Protestant churches; 
religious symbols have been removed from religious places and replaced by photos of Mao 
Zedong or Xi Jinping. 
 
From 28 October to 1 November 2018, thirty-five Buddhist temples were shut down or 
sealed off in one province alone. Monks and nuns, most of them seniors, were thrown out 
onto the streets overnight. 
 
Taoist temples have been destroyed on spurious grounds; this was the case with the Yaochi 
Palace Temple, which has a thousand-year history. 
 
Falun Gong practitioners and members of The Church of Almighty God (CAG) make up the 
highest number of arrests and prisoners. As of 1 January 2019, the online database of 
religious prisoners of the Brussels-based NGO Human Rights Without Frontiers contained 
over 2000 and 1600 documented cases, respectively. 
 
In a recent crackdown of a CAG community, five senior leaders were sentenced to lengthy 
prison terms. Ms Bao Shuguang was sentenced to thirteen years in prison and a fine of 
USD 19,000, and the four others will each serve an eleven-year prison term and pay a fine 
of USD 17,000. 
 
More than 2500 CAG members have applied for political asylum in various EU member 
states. Unfortunately, despite the magnitude of the persecution and their high number of 
prisoners of conscience, few of them are granted political asylum. The worst offenders in 
Europe are France, Netherlands, Belgium, and Switzerland, which issued 203, 33, 10, and 
24 orders of departure, respectively. The peaceful believers, mainly young women, might 
be arrested at any moment, at home or on the street, deported to China, and put back in 
the hands of their persecutors. 
 
At the conference on religious freedom in China hosted by MEPs Bastiaan Belder (ECR), 
Christian Dan Preda (EPP), and Josef Weidenholzer (S&D), Respinti urged HR/VP Federica 
Mogherini and the members of the European Parliament to make full use of their meetings 
with the Chinese authorities as well as the UN human rights mechanisms to convey their 
concerns to the Chinese government and urge it to comply with international standards 
regarding freedom of religion or belief. 

 

Special Weekly FORB Newsletter, 14-20 January 

 
1,000 government officials demolish Buddhist temple 
 
20.01.2019 – Under the pretext of urban renewal, authorities in Wenzhou city, in China’s 
eastern province of Zhejiang, cause destruction. 
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Continue reading… 
 
 
Shanxi CAG members arrested and persecuted again 
 
20.01.2019 – The Chinese government, once again, is on a rampage against the Church 
of Almighty God, adding nearly 50 more arrests to its growing numbers. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Police: “Come and worship me. I am the law!” 
 
19.01.2019 – Repeated arrests of believers from Early Rain Covenant Church continue. 
The details of the beating of one faithful woman illustrate the extent of the injustice. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Fujian home churches shuttered under false pretenses 
 
19.01.2019 – Government officials are on a tear, cracking down on renowned house 
churches all over China. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
CCP’s four-step plan to infiltrate Churches in action 
 
18.01.2019 – The goal of the Chinese government is to create “religious” groups with 
marked Party characteristics by systemically transforming their ideology. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Church-repurposing spreads outside Henan Province 
 
18.01.2019 – The CCP is successfully keeping up its efforts of turning houses of worship 
into government-sanctioned activity centers, for everything except religion. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Authorities use welfare payments against Tibetan Buddhists 
 
18.01.2019 – Poor Tibetans lose their land, then lose their subsistence allowances unless 
they stop the practice of Buddhism. Grid Administrators monitor. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
CCP is silencing tiny community of Kaifeng Jews 
 
17.01.2019 – China’s wide-ranging crackdown against religious groups has hit a tiny 
Jewish community in Kaifeng, where an atmosphere of fear and paranoia has set in. 
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Continue reading… 
 
 
Choice for Christians: welfare benefits or belief 
 
17.01.2019 – “If you believe in God, you can’t receive a subsistence allowance; if you 
receive a subsistence allowance, you can’t believe in God,” goes the CCP mantra. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
500 historic Arhat statues thrown into memory hole 
 
17.01.2019 – Combination Buddhist shrine and tourist attraction, the statues are 
unacceptable to Chinese authorities, so they must be disappeared. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Landlords, garbagemen enlisted to spy for government 
 
17.01.2019 – Beijing’s effort to monitor religious groups and other citizens to prevent 
“instability and disunity” taken to absurd lengths. Who is watching you now? 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Death sentences by the thousands 
 
16.01.2019 – Canadian Robert Lloyd Schellenberg will be executed, while Beijing 
continues to maintain almost total secrecy over the number of people condemned and 
killed. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Pulpits turned into concert stages one by one 
 
16.01.2019 – Authorities in China’s Henan Province are taking over churches and turning 
them into theaters, game rooms, and other types of entertainment venues. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Buddhist temples face “sinicization” and coercion 
 
16.01.2019 – The march to establish religion “with Chinese characteristics” continues, 
with Buddhist temples now feeling the pressure, compromising their beliefs. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
A new dystopian reality grips Xinjiang 
 
16.01.2019 – Draconian measures to root out terrorism have turned life for ordinary 
Uyghurs into a daily nightmare of surveillance and terror. 
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Continue reading… 
 
 
Local church, shouters, assembly: who’s who in the Watchman Nee tradition 
 
15.01.2019 – An interview with J. Gordon Melton, one of the world’s leading scholars of 
contemporary religion, who explains the differences between the different groups in the 
tradition of Chinese Protestant preacher Watchman Nee.  
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
New surveillance program tracks the religious 
 
14.01.2019 – “Sharp Eyes” increases the number of cameras on streets, part of China’s 
plan to install them everywhere, monitoring everyone, including people of faith. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
House church closed, believers spiritually homeless 
 
14.01.2019 – Continuing the pattern in China’s Northeast, believers arrested, forced to 
sign anti-religious pledges, for daring to meet in believer’s home. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Symbols removed from homes in Henan 
 
14.01.2019 – Authorities are going from town to town taking down Christian icons and 
replacing them with pictures of Chairman Mao and President Xi. 
 
Continue reading… 

 

 

In China, they’re closing churches, jailing pastors – and 
even rewriting scripture 

China’s Communist party is intensifying religious persecution as Christianity’s 
popularity grows. A new state translation of the Bible will establish a ‘correct 

understanding’ of the text 
 
By Lily Kuo  
 
The Guardian (13.01.2019) - https://bit.ly/2srjfHi - In late October, the pastor of one of 
China’s best-known underground churches asked this of his congregation: had they 
successfully spread the gospel throughout their city? “If tomorrow morning the Early Rain 
Covenant Church suddenly disappeared from the city of Chengdu, if each of us vanished 
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into thin air, would this city be any different? Would anyone miss us?” said Wang Yi, leaning 
over his pulpit and pausing to let the question weigh on his audience. “I don’t know.” 
 
Almost three months later, Wang’s hypothetical scenario is being put to the test. The 
church in south-west China has been shuttered and Wang and his wife, Jiang Rong, remain 
in detention after police arrested more than 100 Early Rain church members in December. 
Many of those who haven’t been detained are in hiding. Others have been sent away from 
Chengdu and barred from returning. Some, including Wang’s mother and his young son, 
are under close surveillance. Wang and his wife are being charged for “inciting subversion”, 
a crime that carries a penalty of up to 15 years in prison. 
 
Now the hall Wang preached from sits empty, the pulpit and cross that once hung behind 
him both gone. Prayer cushions have been replaced by a ping-pong table and a film of 
dust. New tenants, a construction company and a business association, occupy the three 
floors the church once rented. Plainclothes police stand outside, turning away those looking 
for the church. 
 
One of the officers told the Observer: “I have to tell you to leave and watch until you get 
in a car and go.” 
 
Early Rain is the latest victim of what Chinese Christians and rights activists say is the 
worst crackdown on religion since the country’s Cultural Revolution, when Mao Zedong’s 
government vowed to eradicate religion. 
 
Researchers say the current drive, fuelled by government unease over the growing number 
of Christians and their potential links to the west, is aimed not so much at destroying 
Christianity but bringing it to heel. 
 
“The government has orchestrated a campaign to ‘sinicise’ Christianity, to turn Christianity 
into a fully domesticated religion that would do the bidding of the party,” said Lian Xi, a 
professor at Duke University in North Carolina, who focuses on Christianity in modern 
China. 
 
Over the past year, local governments have shut hundreds of unofficial congregations or 
“house churches” that operate outside the government-approved church network, 
including Early Rain. A statement signed by 500 house church leaders in November says 
authorities have removed crosses from buildings, forced churches to hang the Chinese flag 
and sing patriotic songs, and barred minors from attending. 
 
Churchgoers say the situation will get worse as the campaign reaches more of the country. 
Another church in Chengdu was placed under investigation last week. Less than a week 
after the mass arrest of Early Rain members, police raided a children’s Sunday school at a 
church in Guangzhou. Officials have also banned the 1,500-member Zion church in Beijing 
after its pastor refused to install CCTV. 
 
In November the Guangzhou Bible Reformed Church was shut for the second time in three 
months. “The Chinese Communist party (CCP) wants to be the God of China and the 
Chinese people. But according to the Bible only God is God. The government is scared of 
the churches,” said Huang Xiaoning, the church’s pastor. 
 
Local governments have also shut the state-approved “sanzi” churches. Sunday schools 
and youth ministries have been banned. One of the first signs of a crackdown was when 
authorities forcibly removed more than 1,000 crosses from sanzi churches in Zhejiang 
province between 2014 and 2016. 
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“The goal of the crackdown is not to eradicate religions,” said Ying Fuk Tsang, director of 
the Christian Study Centre on Chinese Religion and Culture at the Chinese University of 
Hong Kong. “President Xi Jinping is trying to establish a new order on religion, suppressing 
its blistering development. [The government] aims to regulate the ‘religious market’ as a 
whole.” 
 
While the CCP is officially atheist, Protestantism and Catholicism are two of five faiths 
sanctioned by the government and religious freedom has been enshrined in the constitution 
since the 1980s. For decades, authorities tolerated the house churches, which refused to 
register with government bodies that required church leaders to adapt teachings to follow 
party doctrine. 
 
As China experienced an explosion in the number of religious believers, the government 
has grown wary of Christianity and Islam in particular, with their overseas links. In 
Xinjiang, a surveillance and internment system has been built for Muslim minorities, 
notably the Uighurs. 
 
Xi has called for the country to guard against “infiltration” through religion and extremist 
ideology. 
 
“What happens in Xinjiang and what happens to house churches is connected,” said Eva 
Pils, a professor of law at King’s College London, focusing on human rights. “Those kinds 
of new attitudes have translated into different types of measures against Christians, which 
amount to intensified persecution of religious groups.” 
 
There are at least 60 million Christians in China, spanning rural and urban areas. 
Congregation-based churches can organise large groups across the country and some have 
links with Christian groups abroad. 
 
Pastors such as Wang of Early Rain are especially alarming for authorities. Under Wang, a 
legal scholar and public intellectual, the church has advocated for parents of children killed 
in the 2008 Sichuan earthquake – deaths many critics say were caused by poor 
government-run construction – or for families of those affected by faulty vaccines. Every 
year the church commemorates victims of the 4 June protests in 1989, which were forcibly 
put down by the Chinese military. 
 
“Early Rain church is one of the few who dare to face what is wrong in society,” said one 
member. “Most churches don’t dare talk about this, but we obey strictly obey the Bible, 
and we don’t avoid anything.” 
 
Wang and Early Rain belong to what some see as a new generation of Christians that has 
emerged alongside a growing civil rights movement. Increasingly, activist church leaders 
have taken inspiration from the democratising role the church played in eastern European 
countries in the Soviet bloc or South Korea under martial law, according to Lian. Several 
of China’s most active human rights lawyers are Christians. 
 
“They have come to see the political potential of Christianity as a force for change,” said 
Lian. “What really makes the government nervous is Christianity’s claim to universal rights 
and values.” 
 
As of 2018, the government has implemented sweeping rules on religious practices, adding 
more requirements for religious groups and barring unapproved organisations from 
engaging in any religious activity. But the campaign is not just about managing behaviour. 
One of the goals of a government work plan for “promoting Chinese Christianity” between 
2018 and 2022 is “thought reform”. The plan calls for “retranslating and annotating” the 
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Bible, to find commonalities with socialism and establish a “correct understanding” of the 
text. 
 
“Ten years ago, we used to be able to say the party was not really interested in what 
people believed internally,” said Pils. “Xi Jinping’s response is much more invasive and it 
is in some ways returning to Mao-era attempts to control hearts and minds.” 
 
Bibles, sales of which have always been controlled in China, are no longer available for 
purchase online, a loophole that had existed for years. In December, Christmas 
celebrations were banned in several schools and cities across China. 
 
“Last year’s crackdown is the worst in three decades,” said Bob Fu, the founder of ChinaAid, 
a Christian advocacy group based in the US. 
 
In Chengdu, Early Rain has not vanished. Before the raid, a plan was in place to preserve 
the church, with those who were not arrested expected to keep it running, holding meetings 
wherever they could. Slowly, more Early Rain members are being released. As of 9 January, 
25 were still in detention. 
 
They maintain contact through encrypted platforms. On New Year’s Eve, 300 people joined 
an online service, some from their homes, others from cars or workplaces, to pray for 
2019. Others gather in small groups in restaurants and parks. One member, a student who 
was sent back to Guangzhou, said he preaches the gospel to the police who monitor him. 
 
The church continues to send out daily scripture and posts videos of sermons. In one, 
pastor Wang alludes to the coming crackdown: “In this war, in Xinjiang, in Shanghai, in 
Beijing, in Chengdu, the rulers have chosen an enemy that can never be imprisoned – the 
soul of man. Therefore they are doomed to lose this war.” 

 

Special Weekly FORB Newsletter, 2-13 January 

 
Students and teachers feel pressure to abandon faith 
 
13.01.2019 - In an expanded push to strangle religious faith, schools in Shandong 
Province move to pressure students and teachers to pledge to reject God or face 
consequences. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Inside the persecuted life of bishop Pei Ronggui 
 
13.01.2019 - Now retired, the 85-year-old Chinese underground Catholic bishop has 
endured years of harassment at the hands of the Communist Party. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
China’s war on religion extends to bans on Christmas 
 
12.01.2019 - Beijing doesn’t recognize Christmas as a holiday, deeming the festivities a 
part of Western values. 
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Continue reading… 
 
 
And persecution of underground Catholics continues 
 
12.01.2019 - The Chinese government further uses the tentative agreement with the 
Vatican to force all underground churches to join state-approved ones. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Christians forbidden to travel to Israel, blacklisted 
 
12.01.2019 - A group of house church believers planned a tour to the Holy Land. Their 
travel was denied, their churches harassed, closed, and forced to merge. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
First-hand testimony of indoctrination for Christians 
 
12.01.2019 - A woman confined to “legal education center” due to her Christian beliefs, 
recounts indoctrination, sleep deprivation, surveillance. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
CCP stifles faith in the cradle, closes religious schools 
 
11.01.2019 - China strictly prohibits education by religious bodies, despite education 
being a pillar of Christian activity around the world. Numerous schools closed. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
The Catholic Church between China and the French revolution 
 
10.01.2019 - A daring AsiaNews analysis of the cost-effectiveness of the 2018 Vatican-
China Deal recalls the sad precedent of the Napoleonic attempt to subdue the Church. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Authorities demand “church-free zones” near schools 
 
10.01.2019 - Regulations to “protect” minors from religion reach a new level of 
absurdity, as churches near schools are forced to close, asked to share lists of youth 
members. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Nursing homes now a target of anti-Christian persecution 
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10.01.2019 - The government is harassing patients, confiscating Bibles, and threatening 
to close nursing homes, potentially throwing old and sick into the streets. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Defiant house church pastors refuse to submit 
 
10.01.2019 - Pressure is increasing on independent pastors and their communities to join 
the state-controlled Protestant church. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
“Religious bans” sweep across universities 
 
10.01.2019 - In an attempt to control the minds of the country’s young people, the CCP 
is working to infiltrate universities. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Muslim detainees forced to perform free labor 
 
09.01.2019 - Despite officially ending “re-education through labor” five years ago, 
Xinjiang is bringing back labor camps. And the Party is reaping the profits. 
 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Young Christian given 9-year sentence 
 
09.01.2019 - The Church of Almighty God and its members routinely endure the most 
persecution from the Chinese government. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
The war on Buddhist statues continues 
 
09.01.2019 - China’s believers are trying to conceal religious statues and icons in order 
to save them from destruction. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
“Dozens of my in-laws vanished.” The other 9/11 of Rushan Abbas 
 
08.01.2019 - That very day her sister and aunt disappeared. It was six days after the 
renowned Uyghur activist denounced the disappearance of many others – some of them 
babies. 
 
Continue reading… 
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Follower of Falun Gong persecuted for 18 years 
 
08.01.2019 - The Chinese government is so intimidated by this spiritual practice that 
focuses on meditation and exercise it tortures its practitioners. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Schools as a stomping ground for indoctrination 
 
08.01.2019 - The Chinese government is going after elementary and high schools to 
teach students that atheism, not religion, is the best belief system. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Christmas gift for Henan: Church destroyed 
 
08.01.2019 - The province suffering the most attacks on Christians just witnessed 
another, when 300 officials with excavator tore down the state-approved church. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Organ harvesting tribunal finds overwhelmingly against China 
 
07.01.2019 - The most hideous crime of the Beijing Communist regime against dissidents 
and believers testified by witnesses in London. A final judgment is expected around May. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
CCP propaganda finds its way into churches 
 
07.01.2019 - There’s a new ditty being spread by China’s Christians: “Fly the national 
flag, put up propaganda slogans. The church belongs to the Party, not to the Lord.” 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
“Blame the foreigners” method used to oppose religion 
 
07.01.2019 - Chinese government is using foreign religious missionaries as a justification 
for its efforts of suppressing belief. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Xinjiang Muslims forced to shave off beards 
 
06.01.2019 - Xinjiang authorities are forcing Muslim men to get rid of traditional 
attributes or face “transformation through education” camps. 
 
Continue reading… 
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Solidarity with persecuted leads to persecution 
 
06.01.2019 - Churches and pastors across China gave support to Early Rain Covenant 
Church, and now they are targeted by the state. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Authorities shutter 35 temples in under a week 
 
05.01.2019 - The city of Xinmi in Henan Province has been shutting down temples in full 
force, and resentment is stirring among civilians. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
“Sinicization” of religion is a sign of weakness 
 
05.01.2019 - Confident states do not try to control every urge toward the supernatural 
felt by their citizens.  Why is Xi Jinping so concerned about independent religions? 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Businesses harassed for endangering “social stability” 
 
04.01.2019 - Xinjiang regulations imposed in the name of social stability harm 
businesses, and can be used to persecute merchants arbitrarily. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
State-sanctioned churches repurposed in Henan 
 
04.01.2019 - Churches in Jiaozuo city of Henan Province have been turned into 
communist party schools, cultural centers, and activity hubs. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
More “illegal” temples on Qinling mountains destroyed 
 
04.01.2019 - Chinese Communist Party refuses to process applications for Buddhist and 
Daoist temples, then goes on a rampage to bring them all down. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Authorities taking away basic needs from churches 
 
03.01.2019 - House churches in Shandong are having their power and water cut off and 
their doors blockaded for refusing to join the state-sanctioned Protestant church. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Persecution leads Christian to depression, suicide attempt 
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03.01.2019 - What does CCP persecution look like? Shocking details of harassment, 
public shaming, indoctrination, and tracking illustrate the plight of believers in China. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Nine church leaders imprisoned for Christian beliefs 
 
03.01.2019 - The church leaders from Inner Mongolia were arrested, and seven of them 
were sentenced to more than five years in prison. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Masses of prison guards needed to staff detentions 
 
03.01.2019 - Xinjiang’s mass arrests of Uyghurs and others in re-education effort creates 
demand for more prison guards, whom authorities appear to have trouble attracting. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
The Golden Urn: Does the CCP believe in reincarnation? 
 
03.01.2019 - A new book helps understanding why the atheist Chinese Communist Party 
claims it has the right to decide which Buddhist lamas are authorized to reincarnate. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
Shanghai closes Christian orphanage on false pretenses 
 
02.01.2019 - Fearing damage to the Party’s reputation of caring for the most vulnerable, 
a private orphanage that sheltered and placed disabled children is shuttered. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
A poisoned source: Why is ChinaSource attacking Bitter Winter? 
 
02.01.2019 - Doubts were raised about the authenticity of a document we published and 
how Bitter Winter operates, but we were not contacted, and our letter to ChinaSource 
was ignored. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
 
 

Seven churches and communities suppressed in Qiqihar 
diocese 

Members of the United Front, police, representatives of the Religious Affairs 
Bureau entered the churches while Mass was being celebrated, interrupted the 
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liturgical services, chased the faithful away, threatened them and decreed the 
closure of the communities. Msgr. Wei Jingyi, the bishop of Qiqihar, despite 

being underground, has good relations with the government. The suppression 
occurred after the signing of the China-Holy See Agreement. 

 
By Peter Zhao 
 
AsiaNews (02.01.2019) - https://bit.ly/2RDNLYH - Qiqihar: At least seven churches and 
their communities have been suppressed in recent months in the diocese of Qiqihar, whose 
bishop, Msgr. Giuseppe Wei Jingyi (photo 2) is recognized by the Holy See, but not by the 
government. Members of the United Front, police, representatives of the Religious Affairs 
Bureau entered the churches while mass was being celebrated, interrupted the liturgical 
services, chased the faithful away, threatened them and decreed the closure of the 
communities. The priests were asked to leave the territory if they did not want to be forcibly 
expelled. The suppressed communities are all "underground", that is unregistered. 
However, until now they had good relations with the local authorities. There are two curious 
facts: first of all the suppression began at the end of September, shortly after the signing 
of the agreement between China and the Vatican (22 September) and the lifting of the 
excommunication of the official bishop of the area, Msgr. Giuseppe Yue Fushen of Harbin; 
secondly, it should be emphasized that Msgr. Wei, despite being an underground bishop, 
also enjoyed good relations with the authorities. The dynamics of the suppressions reflect 
the implementation of the new regulations for religious activities (launched in February 
2018), which provide for the elimination of the underground Church. The implementation 
has been ongoing since the end of September, as if the China-Vatican agreement had 
precipitated the times: as a sign of challenge, or of the united front’s certainty towards the 
Vatican. 
 
The faithful denounce the violation of the Chinese Constitution, which guarantees religious 
freedom for all. Some suspect that the suppression is also endorsed by Bishop Yue 
Fusheng. In the diocese of Qiqihar, last December, the police semi-destroyed a convent 
and expelled the nuns (photo 3). Here is a report from the suppressed communities. 
 
At the end of September, Li Fu Min, deputy director of Da Qing's Religious Affairs 
department, traveled with his collaborators to the city of Shuang Fa. During a meeting in 
the local government office, he told Father Zhang Feng that the parish was not allowed to 
carry out religious activities. The priest could either choose to collaborate immediately in 
interrupting all activities, or they would do it by force. 
 
Later, at the end of October, a delegation led by Xiao Guo Feng, deputy director of the 
United Front of Zhangzhou County, accompanied by more than 10 people - including 
members of the local community and the police from the jurisdiction - reached the parish 
of Zhangzhou shortly before the start of the evening mass, declaring that church was illegal 
and obliging all the faithful inside to get out. After a few days, several local police officers 
on behalf of the United Front Department repeatedly expelled the faithful and banned all 
activities, interfering with the religious life of the community, such as preventing meetings 
and liturgical activity. 
 
Finally, on December 21st, firefighters declared the two churches of Zhangzhou and 
Shuang Fa accessible because they lacked the government license for religious activities. 
The community was also forbidden to celebrate Christmas it in another place that it had 
rented. The priests and the faithful had to celebrate outside in the cold, in front of the 
church. 
 
In Feng Le Parish, the city's deputy government secretary went to church at least 10 times 
accompanied by district police officers, to stop the ceremonies and expel the faithful from 
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the church. They also changed the lock on the church door several times and even 
threatened to seal the structure if the faithful continued to meet. 
 
Before Christmas, dozens of local government officials went to the church of Wu Yuan, 
forcibly dragging Father Liu away while celebrating mass, sparking great panic among the 
faithful, showing complete lack of respect for the place of worship and deeply wounding 
the hearts of those present. They also said that they would expel the priest and it was 
forbidden to meet and celebrate again there. 
 
From the first half of 2018 until today, United Front and religious affairs officers have been 
targeting Father Shen. They claim that the priest is an unofficial priest, influenced by 
foreign powers and asked him to leave Wu Da Lian Chi. On December 24, the head of the 
Department of Religious Affairs went to the parish and, in the presence of the president, 
invited Father Shen to leave; if he did not leave by the end of the year (2018), they would 
force him out. 
 
Before Christmas, they told the faithful of the church of Tong Bei (Bei An) several times 
that their meetings are illegal and will be banned. 
 
In November and December (2018), the police went to church in Jia Ge Da Qi every 2-3 
days preventing us from acknowledging and welcoming our parish priest. 
 
For the faithful these behaviors seriously harm their most basic rights and their freedom 
and faith. With repression and persecution, our faithful are not allowed to come together 
and live their faith. The methods used by many government officials trample on the rights 
of citizens and the faithful and are strongly disrespectful of the sacredness of places of 
worship. 
 
The faithful of many parishes have expressed their disappointment to their pastors, priests 
and bishops. They are very angry about the fact that government officials apply the law in 
an arbitrary manner, even without the directives of the central government. The priests 
and faithful of the official Church have also spread the word that the government is 
implementing a policy of repression of the underground community, inviting the faithful to 
listen to Bishop Yue Fusheng: this situation is causing great anger and a serious internal 
conflict among the faithful. 


