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Bulgarian Muslims Condemn Islamophobic Attacks 
 

Bulgaria’s Muslim community has called on the police to investigate attacks on a 

mosque and the Grand Mufti’s Office in Sofia as hate crimes. 

 

By Maria Chereseva 

 

Balkan Insight (05.07.2019) - https://bit.ly/2G19kPY - Bulgaria’s Grand Mufti’s Office 

called on the police on Friday to investigate an attack on its office in the capital, Sofia, as 

a “hate crime”. 

 

The windows of the building in central Sofia were smashed with stones by an unknown 

person on Thursday, three days after swastikas and other hate symbols were scratched 

onto a mosque in the central town of Karlovo on July 2. 

 

“This is a typical hate crime. Unfortunately in Bulgaria no one is being convicted of such 

crimes. They are always declared as [the work of] drunks or hooligans,” Jelal Faik, 

spokesperson of the Grand Mufti’s office, told BIRN. 

 

He added that the attack was recorded by security cameras, which showed the 

perpetrator taking stones out of a bag and throwing them at the window, which he said 

was a “clear sign that this was a planned and deliberate act”. 

 

Faik said the presence of the nationalist United Patriots union in the GERB-lead coalition 

government, had encouraged anti-Muslim attitudes among some people. 

 

“If we neglect this act, it means that we are closing our eyes to far more serious national 

phenomena where everyone different can be targeted”, he said, recalling that the 

synagogue in Sofia also was attacked with stones in January. 

 

Rights groups say Bulgaria’s failure to tackle hate crime is fuelling violence and prejudice 

against minority groups, including asylum seekers, migrants, Muslims and lesbian, gay, 

bisexual and transgender people. 

 

A 2015 report by Amnesty International warned that, despite existing legislation, 

authorities in Bulgaria have consistently failed to identify and adequately investigate hate 

crimes. They also not do they collect or publish data on such crimes. 

 

Bulgaria’s biggest rights group, the Bulgarian Helsinki Committee, included in its 2018 

annual report a number of attacks committed against religious sites around the country, 

https://bit.ly/2G19kPY
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and warned that hate speech against certain religious communities had continued to 

“spread with impunity”. 

 

Ruslan Trad, a Bulgarian journalist and member of the Muslim community, said fear was 

widespread among Bulgarian Muslims.  “There is fear. The Muslim community … actively 

discusses those events [the recent attacks] and views them as [part of] an anti-Muslim 

policy on the state level,” he said. 

 

Muslims are a significant community in Bulgaria and are mostly descended from ethnic 

Turks, or from Slavs who converted during several centuries of Ottoman Turkish rule. 

 

According to the 2011 census, Muslims make up just under 8 per cent of the population, 

but some more recent estimates put the figure at 15 per cent. 

 

Unlike the migrant communities of Western Europe, Bulgarian Muslims show little interest 

in religious extremism. 

 

A 2011 study by a Turkish paper showed about 40 per cent never even go to mosques. 

 

 

 

Bulgaria approves extra US$12 million for religious 
groups 

Move aims to unlock blocked wages for Christians, Muslims 

 
La Croix International (26.04.2019) - https://bit.ly/2IMJRwW - Sofia this week approved 

an extra budget of 21.7 million Bulgarian leva (US$11.8 million) to cover state subsidies 

for religious denominations including the Bulgarian Orthodox Church and Muslims. 

 

The move comes as various religions in the country are reportedly finding it harder to 

cover their own costs. 

 

The former is to be awarded 15 million leva and minority Muslims 5.7 million leva, The 

Sofia Globe reports on April 24. 

 

The enhanced funding is in line with amendments to the Eastern European country's 

Religious Denominations Act over the last 18 months, the cabinet said in a statement. 

 

Prime Minister Boiko Borissov said the money also shows how the government has kept 

its promises to the Holy Synod, which governs the country's Orthodox Church, and the 

Chief Mufti. 

 

"So today, Great Wednesday, as we undertook the commitment to the Holy Synod, the 

priests can get their salaries, as the law requires," he said, referencing how April 24 was 

a part of Holy Week for Orthodox Christians. 

 

The changes made this year to the aforementioned act include a number of provisions 

that allow for debts religious denominations owe to the state to be delayed, including 

social security payments. 

 

This effectively cleared legal blockages that had resulted in Muslim clergy and other 

religious members not receiving their wages, the media reports. 

 

https://bit.ly/2IMJRwW
https://sofiaglobe.com/2019/04/24/bulgarias-government-approves-additional-20-7m-leva-subsidy-for-orthodox-church-muslims/
https://sofiaglobe.com/2019/04/24/bulgarias-government-approves-additional-20-7m-leva-subsidy-for-orthodox-church-muslims/
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Bulgaria’s government approves additional 20.7M leva 
subsidy for Orthodox church, Muslims 

 
 

Sofia Globe (24.04.2019) - https://bit.ly/2UH6zYD - Bulgarian Prime Minister Boiko 

Borissov’s Cabinet approved on April 24 an additional 20.7 million leva (about 10.5 

million euro) in state subsidies for religious denominations, with 15 million leva going to 

the Bulgarian Orthodox Church and 5.7 million leva for the country’s Muslim minority. 

 

A statement after the Cabinet meeting said that the money would be made available 

through restructuring of spending and transfers in the national Budget for 2019. 

 

The statement said that amendments to the Religious Denominations Act were adopted 

in 2018 and 2019, which introduced a new line of state funding for registered religious 

denominations in the country. 

 

The amendments defined criteria by which the state subsidies for registered religious 

denominations should be approved annually with the state Budget. 

 

Because the 2019 Budget Act was approved before the Religious Denominations Act 

amendments, the latter provided for the approval of the subsidies in the course of this 

year, the statement said. 

 

Speaking before the Cabinet meeting, Borissov said that the money in question was that 

promised to the Holy Synod – the governing body of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church – 

and to the office of the Chief Mufti, spiritual leader of Bulgaria’s Muslims. 

 

“So today, Great Wednesday (a reference to the fact that it is Holy Week for Orthodox 

Christians), as we undertook the commitment to the Holy Synod, the priests can get their 

salaries, as the law requires,” Borissov said. 

 

The amendments to the Religious Denominations Act in 2019 provided for the 

postponement of the payment of debts to the state, in the form of arrears taxes and 

social security payments, by religious denominations. These arrears were blocking 

payments for salaries for Muslim clergy in particular. 

 

(Archive photo: Borissov at a meeting with Bulgarian Orthodox Church Patriarch Neofit 

and Chief Mufti Mustafa Hadzhi) 

https://bit.ly/2UH6zYD
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Bulgarian government backs down after evangelical 
Christians and others protest crackdown 

Barnabasfund (31.01.2019) - https://bit.ly/2t7LXxn - The Bulgarian Parliament has 

agreed not to pass into law prohibitive amendments to the nation’s Religious 

Denominations Act after thousands of Christians protested against a crackdown on the 

religious activity of minority religions. 

 

The parliamentary Committee for Religion and Human Rights met on 19 December 2018 

to discuss changes to the Religious Denominations Act with representatives of minority 

religions, including members of the Bulgarian Evangelical Alliance. The final vote on the 

changes, without the severe amendments, took place two days later on 21 December. 

 

Christians had gathered in Sofia on three consecutive Sundays on 11, 18 and 25 

November to protest against oppressive amendments that would have placed limitations 

on evangelising, banned worship outside officially recognised buildings and restricted 

church leader training. Religious groups would also have needed 300 members before 

being officially recognised. 

 

“We are relieved to state that the most discriminatory and limiting clauses which affected 

us have been successfully removed or changed appropriately,” wrote Teodor Oprenov, 

pastor of an evangelical church in Sofia. “We are fully aware that this would not have 

happened without the strong international support and prayers that questioned the 

intentions of our lawmakers and the strong and consistent protesting and lobbying within 

the country,” he added. 

 

The Bulgarian constitution itself guarantees freedom of religion stating, “The practising of 

any religion shall be unrestricted.” 

https://bit.ly/2t7LXxn

