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Too 'ugly' to be raped — Italy's top court opens probe
into sentence
By Cristina Abellan Matamoros
EuroNews (15.03.2019) - https://bit.ly/2Uye4lz - Italy's top court has opened a probe
into a sentence by an Ancona appeals court that found the victim in a rape case was "too
ugly to be raped," according to Italian news agency ANSA.
The sentence, which was issued by three female judges, said the rape of a 22-year-old
Peruvian woman by two men was not “credible” because of her “masculine appearance”.
The men were convicted in 2016 by a court of first instance for the attack, which took
place in 2015.
The victim's name was not made public under Italian law.
According to Italian media, the judges made their decision based on a photograph of the
woman and because one of the defendants registered her number on his mobile phone
under the name "Viking".
The Supreme Court of Cassation cancelled this sentence and ordered a new appeals trial.
The case will be reheard by a court in Perugia.
Cinzia Molinaro, the lawyer of the victim, told Euronews her client was back in Peru
because of the "isolation" that ensued following the first trial.
"After her alleged abusers were acquitted in the appeals trial, the situation got even
worse. The (victim's) mother had to leave Ancona because of the shame she felt and
went back to Peru," the lawyer said.
The Peruvian woman's mother had since returned to Italy but had moved away from
Ancona, she added.
It came after an Italian man's sentence was halved earlier this month when a Bologna
appeals court ruled that he murdered his girlfriend in a "passionate rage".
Both of these cases sparked anger among women's' groups who called for better
legislation to protect women from violence.
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Sicilian police charge five men over trafficking of women
in Ragusa
Romanian men taken into custody after raids targeting criminal exploitation and
forced prostitution on farms
The Guardian (07.06.2018) - https://bit.ly/2kVuswg - Sicilian police have charged five
Romanian men with human trafficking after a series of police raids targeted the criminal
exploitation and forced prostitution of workers in farms across the Ragusa region.
Police said the arrests have exposed an organised inter-EU human trafficking operation
between Romania and Sicily that is forcing men and women to live in conditions of
modern slavery in one of Italy’s largest vegetable producing regions.
The arrests follow an investigation by the Observer last year into the widespread forced
labour and sexual exploitation of Romanian women employed as seasonal farm workers
in Ragusa.
After a series of raids on farms across the region, Antonino Ciavola, chief of police in
Ragusa, said he was shocked by the conditions in which dozens of workers – including a
number of Romanian women – were being forced to live and work.
Ciavola said: “This is a first for Italy. We found that women are being recruited in
Romania and promised good job opportunities in Sicily. But they all ended up being
slaves’’.
Police said they found women living in dilapidated houses who were given rotten food to
eat, beaten, made to work without pay and forced into prostitution with locals. A number
of children were with them. If they refused to work or tried to leave they faced extreme
violence.
“It’s hard to imagine that a human being is capable of doing this to another,’’ said
Ciavola. .
The five men arrested were charged with human trafficking, labour exploitation and
exploitation of prostitution.
‘’We have been surveilling these men since last year, for about seven months. We
wiretapped their conversations, we were assisted by some victims who were brave
enough to collaborate. [During the course of the investigation] we discovered a world
where men and women are treated like animals.”
In March last year, the Observer revealed that up to 5,000 Romanian women working on
farms in Ragusa were facing conditions of forced labour and severe labour exploitation.
The women said in interviews that they had been subject to routine sexual assault and
forced to work 12-hour days in extreme heat with no water. They also complained of
non-payment of wages and being forced to live in degrading and unsanitary conditions in
isolated outbuildings.
Ciavola credited the Observer investigation with kick-starting police inquiries into the
abuse of Romanian women in Sicily. He said that police in Sicily have arrested more than
15 men and investigated a further 40 over the past 12 months as they step up their
attempts to tackle widespread criminal exploitation on the island.
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“I want to publicly thank the Guardian,” he said. “This operation is the result of your
investigation’’.
”We want to stop this,” Ciavola added. “We want to end the exploitation. We need to free
these women’’.
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