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Putin promises to talk with head of Supreme Court about 
Jehovah's Witnesses 

Putin calls ban of Jehovah’s Witnesses nonsense 

 

Russia Religion News (17.12.2018) - https://bit.ly/2A37I5g - Russian President Vladimir 

Putin called the classification of Jehovah's Witnesses as extremist organizations 
"complete nonsense" and he urged "to deal attentively with them." At a session of the 

Council on Human Rights he promised that he will study the issue along with the 

chairman of the Supreme Court, Viacheslav Lebedev. 

 

For the first time in the year and a half since the ban on the activity of the organization, 
Putin has spoken out publicly on this matter. 

 

The question about the status of Jehovah's Witnesses was raised at the session on 11 

December by political scientist Ekaterina Shulmana, according to the full transcript of the 
session published by the Kremlin on Monday, 17 December. 

 

She cited statistics regarding the organizations that were classified as extremist and 

terrorist: "Of 489, 404 of them are Jehovah's Witnesses," Shulmana said. "There may be 
many charges against Jehovah's Witnesses—they do not transfuse blood, they do not 

take their children to the hospital—but they certainly do not call for violence nor practice 

it." 

 
In April 2017, the Russian Supreme Court ruled the activity of the "Administrative Center 

of Jehovah's Witnesses" to be extremist and it ordered that the center and all its regional 

divisions must be liquidated. It ordered that the organization's property be confiscated in 

the state's favor. The trial occurred on the basis of a lawsuit by the Ministry of Justice, 

which had discovered in the course of an unscheduled inspection violations of the law "On 
combating extremist activity. 

 

At the session of the presidential Council on Human Rights, Putin declared that there is 

absolutely no need to characterize "representatives of religious communities" as 
"somehow destructive, to say nothing of terrorist organizations." 

 

"We can, and even should, at such a moment be much more liberal toward 

representatives of various religious sects," Putin said. 
 

"Of course, this is complete nonsense. It is necessary to deal with this attentively. Here I 

agree with you," the president answered the political scientist's question. 

 

Putin mentioned the Jehovah's Witnesses a second time when he asked about a student 
against whom a case about missionary activity was opened. The president also called her 

case "nonsense" and "some kind of poppycock." 

 

After mentioning that he does not know which confession she belongs to, he also recalled 
the forbidden organization. "Jehovah's Witnesses also are Christians, for which they are 

persecuted, and I do not understand that well," Putin said. 

 

After repeating that it is necessary "simply to analyze," he added that he will conduct 
talks with the chairman of the Russian Supreme Court, Viacheslav Lebedev, and they 

"will try to do this." 

 

"We take note of the president's reaction with surprise. If he is up to date on the whole 
situation, then probably his reaction can change something. We hope that he will give an 

order to get to the bottom of this and something may happen. Although, knowing the 

https://bit.ly/2A37I5g
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reality of our state, there is no great optimism," the press secretary of the Jehovah's 

Witnesses in Russia, Yaroslav Sivulsky, told BBC. 

 

"It is difficult to call this statement support, but the very fact that he expressed his point 
of view may be a sign that the accusations against Jehovah's Witnesses of terrorism and 

extremism are untenable," he thinks. 

 

Sivulsky recalled that this is not the first time when Putin was asked about the Jehovah's 
Witnesses, although hitherto he has not expressed his own attitude. Thus, in May 2017 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel described how at a meeting with Putin she raised a 

question about the rights of Jehovah's Witnesses. 

 
Sivulsky also described how Jehovah's Witnesses wrote many letters to both President 

Putin and his administration on the eve of the prohibition of the organization by the 

Supreme Court in April 2017. At the time, he said "even a formal answer" was not 

received. 

 
"It is difficult to judge what really is happening, but we are nourishing a modest hope 

that it would be possible to release those who already are in confinement, people who did 

not commit crimes but simply read the Bible. This is the first thing that law enforcement 

agencies should do," Sivulsky suggests. 
 

The press service of the Supreme Court was unavailable for comments Monday evening. 

(tr. by PDS, posted 17 December 2018) 

 

Russian president questions persecution of Jehovah's 
Witnesses 

Vladimir Putin: Jehovah’s Witnesses are also Christians, for which they are 

persecuted and I do not understand that well 

 

 

 
 

Russia Religion News (17.12.2018) - https://bit.ly/2QAbspj - "This is complete nonsense 
and it is necessary to deal with this attentively," Vladimir Putin commented on the 

https://bit.ly/2QAbspj
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inclusion of Jehovah's Witnesses in the list of extremist organizations. A relevant 

question was posed to him in a session of the Council for the Development of Civil 

Society and Human Rights, which was held in Moscow on 11 December 2018.  

 
"At such a time, we must be much more liberal... We must treat representatives of all 

religions in the same way. [We must not] classify them as some kind of destructive ones 

nor as terrorist organizations." 

 
The rights advocate Ekaterina Shulman called attention to the 

problem. She pointed out that in the official "List of terrorists and 

extremists" the majority are 404 organizations of Jehovah's 

Witnesses. "They certainly do not call for violence and they do not 
practice it," the rights advocate declared. 

 

In response Vladimir Putin said: "With regard to Jehovah's 

Witnesses. We certain can, and we even must at such a time be 

much more liberal toward representatives of various religious 
sects, but we must not forget that our society does not consist exclusively of religious 

sects. Ninety percent of citizens of the Russian Federation, or so, consider themselves to 

be Orthodox Christians. We also have another three actual traditional religions, to which 

the state provides help. We must treat representatives of all religions in the same way. 
This is true, but it is still necessary to consider the country and society in which we live. 

It is true that this does not at all mean that we should classify them as some kind of 

destructive ones nor as terrorist organizations. Of course, this is complete nonsense and 

it is necessary to deal with this attentively. Here I agree with you." A bit later the 
president again returned to the topic of the persecution of Jehovah's Witnesses: 

"Jehovah's Witnesses are also Christians and for this they are persecuted, and I do not 

understand this well." 

 
In international forums the government of Russia has already frequently declared that 

the decisions of Russian courts regarding the liquidation and ban of organizations of 

Jehovah's Witnesses "do not make an assessment of the teaching of Jehovah's Witnesses 

and do not contain restriction or prohibition of professing individually the aforesaid 

teaching." Meanwhile, dozens of citizens of Russia are at the present time in prison or 
under house arrest merely because of the fact that they profess the religion of Jehovah's 

Witnesses. (tr. by PDS, posted 17 December 2018) 

 

Russia lawyer accuses judge of falsification in the case of 
a prisoner of conscience 

 
On 28 November, the St Petersburg City Court postponed to 6 December an 

appeal filed against Judge Evgeny Isakov in St Petersburg by the defense 

lawyer of the leader of the Scientology Church, Ivan Matsitsky, who in 

September was adopted as a prisoner of conscience by the US Commission on 
International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), a bipartisan federal government 

entity based in Washington, writes Willy Fautre, Director of Human Rights 

Without Frontiers. 

 
 

Eu Reporter (04.12.2018) - https://bit.ly/2rm4uoH - Ivan Matsistsky is a Russian 

Scientologist who has been held in pretrial detention for 17 months. In the background 

here is the Russian “extremism law” which is repeatedly used and abused by the 

https://bit.ly/2rm4uoH
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authorities to persecute non-Orthodox minority religions and their members even though 

they do not incite to or use violence. 

 

Human Rights Without Frontiers interviewed lawyer Yevgeny Tonkov, PhD in Law (PhD), 
author and coauthor of dozen books on law, author of over 50 articles in scientific and 

other journals. 

 

What kind of violation did he believe was committed by the judge of the St. Petersburg 
court Yevgeny Isakov? 

 

“The judge pretended that he did not see the falsification of the investigator, forbade me 

to ask questions to the investigator and refused to give an assessment of the most 
important facts in the case,” said Yevgeny Tonkov.”He ruled to extend the arrest without 

taking into account the specific legal facts of the case, and refused to check the 

investigator even after my statement about the falsification of the facts.” 

 

HRWF asked what did the investigator falsify and why is it so important for the trial? 
 

When the term of keeping Ivan Matsitsky in custody reached the maximum limit, the 

investigator did not want to release him from custody. 

 
Detention beyond the limit can be extended only if the following three conditions are 

met: 

 

1) The investigation has been completed and the accused and his lawyers have been 
announced the end of the investigation actions 30 days before the end of the 

maximum period of detention; 

 

2) the materials of the criminal case have been presented to the accused person and 
his lawyers not less than 30 days before the end of the maximum period of 

detention, and; 

 

3) if 30 days were not enough for the accused person and his lawyers to familiarize 

themselves with all the materials of the criminal case. 
 

The investigator provided the judge with a falsified document that all these three 

circumstances occurred. The most basic lie was that the investigator reported that he 

had presented the materials of the criminal case to Ivan Matsitsky and his lawyers. There 
are 70 volumes in total, about 250 sheets in each volume. In fact, this fact did not 

happen, the investigator did not present a single volume from the criminal case to either 

Matsitsky or the lawyers. In this case, Judge Isakov was obliged to refuse the 

investigator to extend the arrest. The criminal procedure law explicitly states that if at 
least one of the above three facts or events did not occur, the court must release the 

accused. 

 

Judge Isakov, clearly realizing that the fact of presenting the materials of the criminal 

case to Matsitsky did not occur, instead of pronouncing his release, extended the arrest 
for another four months. 

 

HRWF asked if lawyer Yevgeny Tonkov if he thought the judge and the investigator will 

be punished for their violations? 
 

“I doubt that the punishment will overtake them, as the judge hides the violations of the 

investigator, and the chief judge – hides the violations of his own. This is called 

“collective responsibility”, which leads to a complete failure of the justice system.” 
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HRWF asked if the three judges of the appeals instance of the St. Petersburg City Court 

are able on December 6, 2018 to make a decision in principle and release Ivan Matsitski? 

Or are they, like Judge Yevgeny Isakov, afraid of the investigator of the Federal Security 

Service (FSB)? 
 

“It seems that almost all judges in Russia are afraid of the FSB investigator, but the 

violation of the Criminal Procedure Code of the Russian Federation by Judge Yevgeny 

Isakov is so obvious and scandalous that I expect that the three judges of the appeals 
instance of the St. Petersburg City Court will have the courage to render a fair decision.” 

 

 

CRIMEA: Up to 10 years' jail for Muslims, Jehovah's 

Witness? 

In "extremism" criminal cases opened by Russia's FSB in occupied Crimea, four Muslims face 
imminent trial, while Jehovah's Witness Sergei Filatov is under investigation. They face up to 10 
years' jail. The Muslims "simply gathered in the local mosque to discuss religious questions", a 

lawyer stated. "We simply ask the authorities to respect our rights to meet together and read the 
Bible," Filatov told Forum 18. 

By Felix Corley 
 

Forum 18 (28.11.2018) - https://bit.ly/2r7pJL0 - Nearly 14 months after the Russian FSB 

security service opened the first criminal case in occupied Crimea against four alleged 

members of the Tabligh Jamaat Muslim missionary movement, their trial on "extremism"-
related charges is imminent at Crimea's Supreme Court in the regional capital 

Simferopol, a court official told Forum 18. The alleged leader faces up to 10 years' 

imprisonment if convicted, while the other three each face up to 6 years' imprisonment. 

All four are from the Crimean Tatar minority. 

 
"The men simply gathered in the local mosque to discuss religious questions," a legal 

specialist familiar with the case told Forum 18. "This is of course a question of freedom of 

conscience." Officials refused to put Forum 18 through to the prosecutor who prepared 

the indictment (see below). 
 

The four Muslims were first arrested in October 2017 after the FSB opened criminal cases 

against them. Three have been held at home for most of the time since then. But one, 

49-year-old Renat Suleimanov – who the authorities regard as the leader of the group – 
has been in pre-trial detention for more than a year, since his October 2017 arrest (see 

below). 

 

The four Muslims are facing charges under Russian Criminal Code Article 282.2. This 

punishes "Organisation of" or "participation in" "the activity of a social or religious 
association or other organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a decision 

legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the carrying out of 

extremist activity". 

 
On 14 November, the Russian FSB security service opened the first criminal case in 

occupied Crimea against a Jehovah's Witness, Sergei Filatov, on the same "extremism"–

related charges. The following day, about 10 groups of FSB security service and OMON 

riot police officers from Simferopol raided his and seven other homes in the northern 

https://bit.ly/2r7pJL0
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Crimean town of Dzhankoi. During one raid, officers put a 78-year-old man – deported to 

Siberia by the Soviet Union for his faith when he was 9 – up against a wall and 

handcuffed him (see below). 

 
On 16 November, FSB Investigator Lieutenant Aleksandr Chumakin ordered Filatov to 

sign a pledge not to leave Dzhankoi without his specific permission. Lieutenant Chumakin 

is investigating the 46-year-old Filatov under Russian Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1, 

who faces up to 10 years' imprisonment if convicted. Lieutenant Chumakin refused to 
talk to Forum 18 (see below). 

 

"I no longer meet my friends because it might cause them problems," Filatov told Forum 

18. "We simply ask the authorities to respect our rights to meet together and read the 
Bible. We're not law-breakers and we're not against the government" (see below). 

 

"Extremist" organisations banned 

 

Russia's Supreme Court banned Tabligh Jamaat as "extremist" in 2009. The Russian ban 
was imposed in Crimea after Russia annexed the peninsula from Ukraine in March 2014. 

 

Russia's Supreme Court banned Jehovah's Witnesses as "extremist" in 2017. Prosecutors 

in Russia are investigating more than 90 individuals on "extremism"-related criminal 
charges. Of them, 25 were in pre-trial detention as of 19 November, Jehovah's Witnesses 

noted. 

 

Following Russia's occupation of Crimea, the Russian authorities granted re-registration 
to Jehovah's Witness communities in Crimea, only to ban them following the Russian 

Supreme Court ban. 

 

Annexation, restrictions imposed 
 

Ukraine and the international community do not recognise Russia's March 2014 

annexation of Crimea. The peninsula is now divided between two Russian federal regions, 

the Republic of Crimea (with its capital in Simferopol) and the port city of Sevastopol. 

 
After the annexation Russia imposed its restrictions on freedom of religion and belief. 

Many religious communities have been raided, and many individuals have been fined for 

possessing books – such as the Muslim prayer collection "Fortress of a Muslim" - which 

have been banned as "extremist" in Russia. Religious communities and individuals 
continue to be fined for not displaying the full name of their registered religious 

organisation at their place of worship, for meeting for worship without Russian state 

permission or advertising their faith. 

 
Muslim Supreme Court trial imminent 

 

Crimea's Supreme Court is about to begin the trial of four Muslim men accused of 

membership of the banned Tabligh Jamaat Muslim missionary movement, a court official 

told Forum 18 from Simferopol on 28 November. The four facing trial on charges 
connected with "the activity of a social or religious association or other organisation in 

relation to which a court has adopted a decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on 

the activity in connection with the carrying out of extremist activity" are: 

 
1) Renat Rustemovich Suleimanov (born 30 August 1969), Russian Criminal Code Article 

282.2, Part 1. 

2) Talyat Abdurakhmanov (born 1953), Russian Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 2. 

3) Seiran Rizaevich Mustafaev (born 2 January 1969), Russian Criminal Code Article 
282.2, Part 2. 
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4) Arsen Shakirovich Kubedinov (born 6 August 1974), Russian Criminal Code Article 

282.2, Part 2. 

 

Russian Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1 punishes "Organisation of" and Part 2 
punishes "participation in" "the activity of a social or religious association or other 

organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a decision legally in force on 

liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the carrying out of extremist 

activity". 
 

Suleimanov faces a maximum 10-year jail term if convicted of organising such activity. 

The other three face a maximum 6-year jail term each if convicted of participating in 

such activity. 
 

Raids, four Muslims arrested 

 

Russia's FSB security service launched criminal cases against the four Crimean Tatar 

Muslims on 29 September 2017. Masked men raided their homes early on 2 October 
2017, local human rights defenders and media reported. 

 

The lawyer Edem Semedlyaev first noted the search and arrest of one of the men, 

Suleimanov, in his home village of Molodezhnoe just north of Crimea's capital Simferopol. 
FSB officers and OMON riot police arrived at 6 am as he was returning from early prayers 

at the mosque. After showing a search warrant about 20 officers raided the house, 

looking through all the rooms. 

 
"All the men were in masks and all the official cars had their number plates removed," 

the lawyer Semedlyaev wrote on his Facebook page. "So it was unknown who had taken 

him or where." 

 
Officers seized a computer, as well as five copies of three Muslim books from 

Suleimanov's home. The books were by two members of the Kandahlawi family, key 

figures in the Tabligh Jamaat movement. Two of the three titles have been banned as 

"extremist" by Russian courts. 

 
Suleimanov is married with three young daughters. "Of course he's in shock, when they 

grabbed him at 6 o'clock in the morning," his lawyer Semedlyaev told Radio Free Europe 

on the day of the arrest. He said Suleimanov denied having organised or being involved 

in any extremist organisation and was therefore happy to answer investigators' 
questions. 

 

The same morning officers raided the homes of and detained three other Muslims. At 6 

am, men in balaclavas raided the home of Abdurakhmanov in the village of Melnichnoe in 
central Crimea, Abdureshit Dzhepparov of the Crimean Contact Group for Human Rights 

told Radio Free Europe's Krym Realii. Abdurakhmanov has difficulties with his hearing. 

 

Also on 2 October 2017, officers raided the home of Kubedinov in Simferopol and 

detained him. Kubedinov is married with four children, the oldest of whom is now 11. 
Officers raided the home of Mustafaev in the village of Pionerskoe, south east of 

Simferopol, and detained him. 

 

At hearings on 3 October 2017 at Simferopol's Kiev District Court, Judge Viktor 
Mozhelyansky acceded to the prosecutor's requests that Suleimanov, Abdurakhmanov 

and Kubedinov be held in pre-trial detention until 29 November 2017, according to court 

records. The Judge rejected pleas by lawyers for the three men to have them held under 

house arrest. The Judge ordered that Mustafaev be held under house arrest. 
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The requests to hold the four men had been presented to court by FSB Investigator R. 

Gorbachev, according to court records. He had opened criminal cases against all four 

men under Article 282.2, Part 1. Later the accusation was changed for Abdurakhmanov, 

Kubedinov and Mustafaev to Article 282.2, Part 2. 
 

In November 2017, Abdurakhmanov was freed from Simferopol's Investigation Prison. He 

was instead required to sign a pledge not to leave his town without permission from the 

investigator. 
 

On 22 February 2018, Kubedinov was freed from investigation prison in Simferopol. He 

was instead required to sign a pledge not to leave his town without permission from the 

investigator, his lawyer Jemil Temeshev announced.  
 

This left only Suleimanov in Simferopol's Investigation Prison. His lawyers repeatedly 

tried to challenge his continued pre-trial detention, appealing to Crimea's Supreme Court 

against Kiev District Court extensions to the detention. However, each time the appeals 

were rejected, according to court decisions seen by Forum 18. 
 

During the one-year investigation, FSB Investigator Gorbachev was replaced by another 

investigator, those close to the case told Forum 18. The case was then handed to 

Crimea's Prosecutor's Office, where it was assigned to Deputy Prosecutor Sergei 
Bulgakov. 

 

Officials at Crimea's Prosecutor's Office refused to put Forum 18 through to Prosecutor 

Bulgakov on 26 November. 
 

Indictment rejected – then accepted 

 

On 14 September 2018 – 50 weeks or almost one year after the FSB launched the 
criminal case against the four Muslims – Prosecutor Bulgakov handed the case to 

Crimea's Supreme Court for trial. However at the preliminary hearing on 27 September, 

presided over by Judge Andrei Paly, the indictment was found to have been "completed 

with violations of the provisions of the Code" and ordered sent back to the Prosecutor for 

further work, according to court records. 
 

Prosecutor Bulgakov challenged Judge Paly's decision. On 21 November, Judge Aleksey 

Kozyrev of Crimea's Supreme Court upheld the challenge, according to court records. 

This cleared the way for the trial to go ahead. 
 

The case is now being assigned to a Judge and a date for the preliminary hearing is now 

being set, a court official told Forum 18 on 28 November. 

 
First Jehovah's Witness criminal charges 

 

The first individual to face "extremism"-related criminal charges linked to the Jehovah's 

Witnesses in Crimea is 46-year-old Sergei Viktorovich Filatov. He headed the Sivash 

Jehovah's Witness community in the town of Dzhankoi, one of two Jehovah's Witness 
communities in the town registered by the Russian authorities in April 2015. Both 

communities were liquidated through the courts in May 2017 following the Russian 

Supreme Court ban, according to Russian Federal Tax Service records. 

 
Lieutenant Aleksandr Chumakin of the FSB security service in Simferopol opened the 

criminal case against Filatov on 14 November under Russian Criminal Code Article 282.2, 

Part 1 ("Organisation of the activity of a social or religious association or other 

organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a decision legally in force on 
liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the carrying out of extremist 

activity"). Filatov faces a maximum 10-year jail term if convicted. 
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The man who answered FSB Lieutenant Chumakin's phone on 27 November repeatedly 

insisted it was a wrong number and put the phone down. 

 
Eight coordinated raids 

 

On the evening of 15 November, about 10 groups of FSB officers, OMON riot police and 

possibly officers of other agencies who had come from Simferopol raided the homes in 
Dzhankoi of eight families who were members of the two local Jehovah's Witness 

communities before they were banned in 2017. 

 

"I was out when they arrived at my home, but they had handcuffed my 21-year-old son," 
Filatov told Forum 18 from Dzhankoi on 26 November. "I saw about 25 men out on the 

street, in three cars, and in my home. I counted them at one point. No violence was used 

in my case and officers behaved more or less correctly." 

 

However, Filatov expressed concern about the treatment of another whose home was 
raided, 78-year-old Aleksandr Ursu. The raiders pushed him up against a wall, during 

which he fell to his knees. Officers then handcuffed him. 

 

In 1949 Ursu was among hundreds of Jehovah's Witnesses deported to Siberia from his 
native Moldova with his family as a 9-year-old boy to punish them for their faith. "The 

whole time you felt hunger," he recalls of the deportation. The Soviet authorities 

"rehabilitated" him in 1991, finding that he had been unjustly punished four decades 

earlier. 
 

The FSB appear so far to have initiated a criminal case only against Filatov. On 16 

November, Lieutenant Chumakin ordered Filatov to sign a pledge not to leave Dzhankoi 

without his specific authorisation, Filatov told Forum 18. 
 

Filatov said since the ban on Jehovah's Witnesses across Crimea, their Kingdom Halls lie 

empty. "We're not allowed to use them," he told Forum 18. "I read the Bible together 

with my family." 

 
The criminal case against him has had an intimidating effect. "I no longer meet my 

friends," Filatov added, "because it might cause them problems. We simply ask the 

authorities to respect our rights to meet together and read the Bible. We're not law-

breakers and we're not against the government." 

 

Complaints against a judge and the FSB in a trial against 
a Scientology prisoner of conscience 

 

On 28 November, the St Petersburg City Court will hear an appeal filed against a 

judge and the FSB (KGBs successor) by the defense lawyer of the leader of the 
Scientology Church, Ivan Matsitsky, who in September was adopted as a 

prisoner of conscience by the US Commission on International Religious 

Freedom (USCIRF), a bipartisan federal government entity based in Washington 

– writes Willy Fautré, Director of Human Rights Without Frontiers (Brussels) 
 

EU Reporter (25.11.2018) - https://bit.ly/2RdWfq9 - Under the fire of lawyer Evgeny 

Tonkov are Judge Evgeny Isakov and Senior Lieutenant Sergey Myakin of the 

Investigative Branch of the FSB in St Petersburg. 

https://bit.ly/2RdWfq9
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Ivan Matsistsky is a Russian Scientologist who has been held in pretrial detention for 17 

months. In the background here is the Russian “extremism law” which is repeatedly used 

and abused by the authorities to persecute non-Orthodox minority religions and their 
members even though they do not incite to or use violence. 

 

Last month, on 16 October, the judge of the St Petersburg City Court, Evgeny Isakov, 

again extended the pretrial detention of Matsitsky in controversial circumstances – the 
Investigative Branch of the FSB had obstructed him from properly challenging  the 

repeated extensions of his detention in court during the previous four months. 

 

Ivan Matsitsky’s lawyer claims that the judge’s decision is illegal as any extension of 
detention is “beyond every limit” and possible only in exceptional cases, which his client’s 

situation is not. Furthermore, according to the law, Matsitsky should have been provided 

with the materials of the case, for his study, no later than 30 days prior to the end of the 

detention period. The prosecution stated in their motion that this was done last May 4th 

but lawyer Tonkov claims that this procedure has never been carried out. Matsitsky’s 
lawyer claims that Senior Lieutenant Sergey Myakin of the Investigative Branch of the 

FSB did not provide even one volume of the criminal case to his client and he also 

accuses him of having falsified materials in the case. 

 
Last but not least, the lawyer complains that the judge prohibited him from questioning 

the investigator about this matter during the course of the court hearing. 

 

The leader of the Church of Scientology and four of his fellow members have been 
charged under Part 2 of Article 171 of the Criminal Code of Russia (illegal 

entrepreneurship committed by an organized group), Part 2 of Article 282 of the Criminal 

Code of Russia (incitement of hatred or enmity, as well as disparagement of human 

dignity committed by an organized group), and Parts 1 and 2 of Article 282.1 of the 
Criminal Code of Russia (organization of and participation in an extremist conspiracy ). 

These accusations are baseless according to their lawyers. 

 

More than thirty Russian citizens of other peaceful religious movements are currently 

under pretrial detention under the most spurious charges. 
 

In 2018 USCIRF again recommended that Russia be designated as a “country of 

particular concern” under the International Religious Freedom Act (IRFA). 

 

Pentecostal pastor indicted for “psychological harm” 

In Omsk Pentecostals charged for first time on article 111 

 

Russia Religion News (19.11.2018) - https://bit.ly/2DASV4y - The director of the 

"Regeneration 21st Century" religious organization is being accused of creating an 
organization that infringes the personality and rights of citizens and also of causing 

severe harm to the health of believers. An expert analysis regarded as evidence of a 

changed consciousness, believers' stories about a feeling of oneness with God. 

 
In mid-November 2018 were learned details of a case against the Omsk religious group 

of Christians of Evangelical Faith (Pentecostals) "Regeneration 21st Century." 

 

Pastor Nikolai Kuznetsov is charged not only on the basis of article 239 (creation of a 
noncommercial organization infringing the personality and rights of citizens) but also on 

https://bit.ly/2DASV4y
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the basis of article 111 of the Criminal Code of the RF (intentional infliction of severe 

harm to health). We do not know just what harm to health is meant. 

 

The indictment was issued on the basis of an expert conclusion prepared by the chief 
external specialist in clinical psychology of the Ministry of Health of Omsk oblast, D.V. 

Chetverikov, and a psychiatric psychotherapist narcologist doctor, D.Yu. Kolomytsev. 

 

Eleven complex psychological psychiatric expert analyses did not find any psychiatric 
disorder in people who attended this organization. However Chetverikov and Kolomytsev 

came to the conclusion that "psychotechniques" being used by the leader of the 

organization lead to a dependent personality disorder and further attendance of believers 

in the church will inevitably lead to "other psychiatric disorders." 
 

The experts evaluated stories of parishioners about a feeling of "enlightenment," 

"oneness with God" and "contact with the Holy Spirit" as a "changed state of 

consciousness" that attended them in church. Believers' stories about how coming to the 

church helped them renounce the use of drugs and alcohol were interpreted by 
Chetverikov and Kolomytsev as confirmation of a change in chemical to nonchemical 

dependency. 

 

Several persons who were involved in the case as witnesses were considered to be 
victims, although none of the "victims" asked for help. 

 

The court session on this case is scheduled for 26 November. In the event that the pastor 

is found guilty, he faces incarceration of up to 12 years. (tr. by PDS, posted 20 
November 2018) 

 

Scientologist’s attorney complains about the judge and 
asks for disciplinary action against him 

The defense attorney of the spiritual leader of St Pete Scientologists Ivan 

Matsitsky filed a complaint with the Judiciary Qualifications Board of St 
Petersburg against St Petersburg City Court judge Evgeny Isakov, who, back in 

October this year, extended pretrial detention of the Hubbard’s follower who is 

being charged with organizing of an extremist conspiracy, incitement of hatred 

or enmity, and illegal entrepreneurship. The attorney believes that the judge 

neglected his duties, and thus the defense attorney asks the Board to take 
disciplinary action against Isakov. 

 

By Dmitry Marakulin 

 
Kommersant (18.11.2018) - Kommersant S-Petersburg newspaper, issue #203, 

https://bit.ly/2PH0FJg, of 6 Nov 2018, page 11 - In October this year, the investigative 

branch of the FSB Department in St Pete and Leningradsky Area filed a motion with the 

St Petersburg City Court, asking to extend the length of Ivan Matsitsky’s pretrial 
detention. One of the premises that this motion was based on was that the defendant 

hadn’t finished studying the materials of his criminal case.  

 

On the 16th of October the judge of the St Petersburg City Court Evgeny Isakov granted 
the request of the regional FSB Department by extending Ivan Matsitsky’s detention, who 

had refused to study materials of the case, by four months.  

 

https://bit.ly/2PH0FJg
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Attorney Evgeny Tonkov who represents Ivan Matsitsky believes that the language of the 

ruling issued by Mr. Isakov does not meet “the requirements of being lawful, reasonable 

and substantiated.” In particular, as Mr. Tonkov told Kommersant, extension of detention 

“beyond every limit” is possible only in exceptional cases, which his client’s situation is 
not (the follower of Hubbard has been in the detention center for over a year). Besides, 

the attorney points to the following circumstances. Under the law, his client should have 

been provided with the materials of the case, for study, no later than 30 days prior to the 

end of the detention period. The prosecution stated in their motion that this was done on 
the 4th of May. But attorney Tonkov claims that his client has never been presented with 

materials of the criminal case. “The court was obliged to take this fact into account but it 

didn’t even touch upon it in the ruling,” – says Tonkov. Moreover, the defense attorney 

told Kommersant that the judge prohibited him from questioning the investigator about 
this matter in the course of the court hearing. 

 

The attorney, having disagreed with the judge’s conduct, has appealed to the Board, 

claiming that Evgeny Isakov had “neglected his duties and ignored the fact that the 

investigator had failed to present the defendant and his attorneys with materials of the 
criminal case, and the judge failed to perform his direct duty to examine and evaluate 

this legal fact.” “The ruling mentions only three factual circumstances from the thirty-six 

arguments that were made by the defense,” – attorney comments. Attorney Tonkov is 

asking the Board to conduct a review based on his complaint and take disciplinary action 
against Isakov.  

 

Executive Partner of the law firm “Natela Ponomareva & Partners” Natela Ponomareva 

notes the “low efficiency of complaints against the judge to the Board”: “This is due to 
the fact that laws protect the judiciary from liability for their decisions, unless a court 

decision that has come in force finds that the judge was guilty of flagrant malpractice or 

of issuing a knowingly unlawful court act.” According to Ms. Ponomareva, bureaucracy 

and unethical or oftentimes rude attitude of judges in the course of a trial constitute the 
majority of arguments which the members of the Board really pay attention to.  

 

The united press service of St Petersburg courts told Kommersant that they had not 

received attorney Tonkov’s complaint yet. “Arguments of all complaints against judges 

are subject to mandatory verification. Should the applicant’s arguments be confirmed, 
the Board will take the necessary measures,” – added the press service.  

 

The spiritual leader of Scientologists and his four fellow members have been charged 

under Part 2 of Article 171 of the Criminal Code of Russia (illegal entrepreneurship 
committed by an organized group that generated exceptionally large revenue), Part 2 of 

Article 282 of the Criminal Code of Russia (incitement of hatred or enmity, as well as 

disparagement of human dignity committed by an organized group), and Parts 1 and 2 of 

Article 282.1 of the Criminal Code of Russia (organization of extremist conspiracy and 
participation in it).  

 

It follows from the materials of the criminal case that the sales of various courses and 

programs presented as religious activities had generated around 420 million Rubles for 

Scientologists. According to the prosecution, incitement of hatred or enmity consisted of 
disparagement of “dissenting” members that the prosecution recognized as a social 

group. Those were called “potential trouble sources” (PTS). An “ethics order” would be 

issued against them, which then would be publicly announced. The prosecution considers 

that the fact of the suspects’ involvement in extremism is confirmed by video recordings 
of sermons, by literature that was seized when the Scientologits’ office and their homes 

were searched (in 2011 the Shelkovo City Court of the Moscow Area declared it 

extremist).  

 
From the five defendants, only two are in jail – Ivan Matsitsky and accountant Sakhib 

Aliev.       
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NGOs express serious concerns about rights of defense 
violations in Russian Scientology case 

 

 

Scientologists are in jail in Saint Petersburg for the sole fact of practicing their faith, 
which Russian authorities regard as “extremist,” a charge also used against other groups. 

We have followed with great concern news published in the Russian media about serious 

irregularities in the case of Scientologist Ivan Matsitsky, who has been in jail in the last 

seventeen months. The FSB is being accused of fabricating evidence, and the prosecuting 
judge of having violated the rights of the defense by not providing Matsitsky and his 

attorneys with the materials of the case within the date required by the law, and by 

extending Matsitsky’s pre-trial detention beyond any reasonable limit. 

 
We understand that Matsitsky’s attorney has filed complaints against both Judge Evgeny 

Isakov and the FSB. We urge the Russian authorities to seriously investigate the 

complaints, to restore Matsitsky’s right of defense, and to abandon their faulty 

interpretation of the notion of extremism, which is used as a tool to ban unpopular 

religious minorities. 
 

2018 

 

CAP-LC Coordination des Associations et des Particuliers pour la Liberté de Conscience 
 

CESNUR – Center for Studies on New Religions 

 

EIFRF European Inter-Religious Forum for Religious Freedom 
 

FOB – European Federation for Freedom of Belief 

 

FOREF – Forum for Religious Freedom Europe 

 
HRWF – Human Rights Without Frontiers 

 

Soteria International 

 

 

 

Jehovah's Witnesses' homes searched in Crimea 

 

RFERL (16.11.2018) - https://bit.ly/2PtC8rb - DZHANKOY, Ukraine - Media reports in 
Russia say more than 30 houses belonging to Jehovah's Witnesses were searched by 

Federal Security Service (FSB) officers in the Moscow-annexed Ukrainian region of 

Crimea. 

 

https://bit.ly/2PtC8rb
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The reports cite FSB officials as saying that the searches were conducted on November 

16 in the city of Dzhankoy. 

 

An RFE/RL correspondent in Crimea confirmed searches in five homes of local Jehovah's 
Witnesses. 

 

The leader of the Jehovah’s Witnesses community in Crimea, Sergei Filatov, and several 

other Jehovah's Witnesses, including two members of Filatov's family, were summoned to 
the FSB headquarters in Crimea's capital, Simferopol, on November 16, for questioning. 

 

Filatov was charged with "organizing an extremist community." 

 
Media reports say that Filatov's community was run by the Jehovah's Witnesses group in 

the Ukrainian city of Kharkiv and "may be linked to Ukraine’s Security Service." 

 

Earlier this week, Russian media reports said that Jehovah’s Witnesses had been 

detained and their homes searched in Siberia and the Far East and Urals regions . 
 

Last year, Russia’s Supreme Court labeled Jehovah’s Witnesses an extremist 

organization, banning the denomination from the country. 

 
The Moscow-based Memorial human rights center has recognized 62 members of the 

religious community as political prisoners. According to Memorial, 23 of them are in 

detention while others are under house arrest. 

 
In June, advisers to Russian President Vladimir Putin questioned the legality of criminal 

cases opened against the Jehovah's Witnesses, asking the Prosecutor-General's Office to 

protect the group's freedom of belief. 

 
Also in June, some 60 Russian writers, historians, and activists signed an appeal calling 

on authorities to stop persecuting the group. 

 

 

Leader of Krishna Consciousness punished for public 
chant 

Court fines Kazan devotee of Vaishanivism for conducting Harinama 
 

Russia Religion News (14.11.2018) - https://bit.ly/2zkyVjz - Today, 14 November, the 

Supreme Court of Tatarstan left in force a decision of the Soviet district court of Kazan, 

which on 17 September fined the leader of Vaishnavism, Maxim Murashov, 10,000 rubles 

for conducting a harinama (a Hindu religious ritual of group chanting of the names of god 

in the form of mantras or songs; often it is conducted in public places on city streets). 

 

The ruling of the Soviet district court of Kazan says that in July the "religious group of the 

confession of Vaishnavism' sent to the city executive committee a notification about 

conducting a public event (harinama) at the Said Galeev House of Culture "for the 

purpose of creating in the city a festive benevolent atmosphere by means of chanting 

traditional wholesome Hindu mantras and the promotion of a culture of a healthy 

lifestyle." The form of the conduct the action is "festive street singing with a procession, 

accompanied by playing musical instruments and dances." 

https://bit.ly/2zkyVjz
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A special investigative agent of the Center for Combating Extremism (E Center) 

established that on 21 July near the House of Culture "an assembly of people was 

conducted who were dressed in accordance with the rules of this religious group." "The 

men were dressed in dhoti and the women in saris. Some of the people participating in 

the harinama had on their forehead a 'tilaka' and 'urthapundara' (in the form of a red 

spot, which means that the body is the temple of god and also is a symbol of allegiance 

to the god Krishna)," the agent of the E Center indicated in his report. About 20 persons 

participated in the event. 

 

The organizer of the action was "a representative of the religious group of the confession 

of Vaishnavism," Maxim Murashov. The decision of the Soviet district court of Kazan says 

that "in the process of conducting the harinama, the aforementioned persons chanted a 

'maha mantra.'" 

 

"This song is the basic prayer practice of adherents of the aforementioned religious 

group. All three words constituting the maha mantra are names of Vishnu. This fact was 

documented by video camera by personnel of the Center for Combating Extremism of the 

MVD for the republic of Tatarstan," the court's order noted. 

 

An assistant of the department of religious studies of K.F.U. declared that the action 

conducted "is a public religious activity during which the 'maha mantra' is continually 

read. "Collective reading of the 'maha mantra' in a public place is the equivalent of public 

prayer, a religious activity directed to the praise of Krishna," the expert stated. 

 

The expert's explanation served as the basis for an order issued by the assistant 

prosecutor of the Soviet district of Kazan for opening a case of an administrative violation 

of law with respect to Maxim Murashov on the basis of part 1 of article 20.2 of the Code 

of Administrative Violations of Law of the RF—violation by the creator of a public event of 

the established procedure for planning or conducting of a meeting, rally, demonstration, 

procession, or picketing. In the judicial session the assistant prosecutor of the district 

asked that Murashov be held administratively accountable. 

 

Murashov and his defense attorney did not acknowledge guilt and explained that "a 

public event may be conducted in any place suitable for the purposes of the event, so 

long as its conduct does not create a threat of the collapse of buildings and structures or 

another threat to the safety of participants."  

 

The Soviet district court of Kazan established that "during the public event, its 

participants chanted the 'maha mantra,' which is the basic prayer practice of adherents 

of the aforementioned religious group, the essence of which exceeds the boundaries of 

the chosen format of its conduct and did not concern the creation in the city of a festive 

benevolent atmosphere by means of chanting traditional, wholesome Hindu mantras and 

promotion of a culture of a healthy lifestyle." Maxim Murashov, the court noted, "did not 

take steps to comply with the conditions of conducting a public event and preventing its 

participants from violating the law." 

 

Murashov's defense attorney declared in court that "the promotion of religion is not an 

illegal activity; it is permitted by law." The court noted that according to the law "On 

freedom of conscience and religious associations," "worship services and other religious 
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rituals and ceremonies are conducted without hindrance in liturgical premises, buildings 

and structures, and also in parcels of land on which such buildings and structures are 

located." 

 

"Since this activity occurred not in a liturgical structure or on territory adjoining it, but in 

a public place, then it is aimed at the propaganda of the religious teachings of the 

devotees of the 'International Society of Krishna Consciousness,' the lifesyle of devotees 

of the International Society of Krishna Consciousness and the liturgical practice among 

people who accidentally appear in this place," the Soviet district court of Kazan indicated 

in its decision and it fined Maxim Murashov ten thousand rubles. 

 

Murashov sent to the Supreme Court of Tatarstan a request to overturn the decision of 

the lower court. Today, 14 November, the Supreme Court left the decision of the Soviet 

district court of Kazan without changes and his appeal without satisfaction. (tr. by PDS, 

posted 16 November 2018) 

 

Case of Danish Jehovah's Witness continues 

Summary of hearings in case of Danish believer in Orel 

 

Russia Religion News (09.11.2018) - https://bit.ly/2K1iQmQ - In October 2018, in the 
Zheleznodorozhny district court of the city of Orel, 11 court sessions were held in the 

case of the Danish subject Dennis Christensen, who faces up to 10 years incarceration 

(on the basis of part 1 of article 282.2 of the CC of the RF) merely for the fact that he 

professes the religion of Jehovah's Witnesses. The case is being heard by Judge Aleksei 
Rudnev. 

 

On 8, 10, 15-17, and 22-24 October 2018, the court examined religious books in digital 

format that were discovered on a computer seized from Dennis Christensen. In the 

courtroom, separate fragments from these books and brochures were read, specifically 
encouraging the maintenance of peaceful relations with people and the strengthening of 

family ties, especially if a life partner has a different religion. 

 

The prosecution called attention to fragments explaining who are the elders of a Christian 
congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses and what their pastoral concern consists of and 

what personal requirements they must meet. In particular, the instructions enumerated 

in the New Testament that each of them "must be above reproach, the husband of one 

wife, moderate in habits, sensible, self-disciplined, hospitable, and capable of teaching, 
and they should not cause drunken scandals or beat others but be reasonable, not 

belligerent, not love money, and manage their households well. . . ." It was left for the 

lawyers merely to note that the image of the person described is entirely unlike that of a 

criminal. The prosecutor also called attention to a quotation from the New Testament 

Acts of the Apostles: "It is necessary to obey God rather than men." When Dennis 
Christensen was asked: "Do you know instances when Jehovah's Witnesses refused to 

obey laws of the state, making a choice in favor of the laws of God?" he answered that 

he knows of one such case, when German Jehovah's Witnesses during World War II went 

to concentration camps instead of the eastern front, refusing to kill Russian soldiers. 
 

The lawyers also called attention to the fact that not one of the books or brochures found 

by the prosecution had been ruled to be "extremist." 

 

https://bit.ly/2K1iQmQ
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On 24 October 2018, the court again extended Christensen's term of detention in custody 

by three months, until 1 February 2019. The next day an appeal was filed against this 

order. 

 
On 29 October 2018, the court studied electronic files from tablets seized from other 

believers. The prosecution interprets the very fact that the citizens used books in 

electronic form as measures of conspiracy. Lawyers consider such an interpretation far-

fetched. 
 

In describing the seized files, the investigator considered without basis that they 

belonged to the local religious organization of Jehovah's Witnesses in Orel. When lawyers 

called attention to this, the judge asked the prosecutor whether the files contain any 
information about the local religious organization. The prosecutor had to respond that 

they do not. Christensen also explained that he has nothing to do with these files. 

 

In reviewing other evidence of Christensen's guilt included in the case by investigators, 

the lawyers called the court's attention to photographs where Christensen and his wife 
were shown in a supermarket alongside a person in a costume of a fairytale character. 

The lawyers asked what these and many other pieces of "evidence" prove. They do not 

prove anything and they have been introduced into the case merely for volume, which 

shows the essence of this criminal case as based on nothing, the lawyers concluded. 
 

On 30 October 2018 the court continued to examine materials of the case. The 

prosecutor read various bank statements from 2016. In depicting them, the prosecutor 

several time repeated the phrase "it has no significance for this criminal case," so that 
the judge asked: "If the materials have no significance for this case, then why are we 

wasting time here?" The prosecutor refused to read the next protocol consisting of 48 

points. 

 
In trying to prove Christensen's guilt, the prosecution added to the materials of the case 

a certificate from a military commission regarding nine conscripts who refused service in 

the army, citing their religious convictions. The lawyers called attention to the fact that 

the prosecution's use of the wording "refused service in the army" is incorrect inasmuch 

as the state provides alternative service for citizens. In selecting alternative service, a 
citizen is following the law strictly. Then the lawyer read out where each of these nine 

youths had been sent for conducting alternative service. Some served in the Russian 

postal service and others in a gerontology center caring for elderly people. The lawyer 

suggested thinking about the feelings of the elderly for whom these people were caring 
and how grateful they were to them. Without any doubt, the young believers were 

fulfilling their civic duty to the state. 

 

On 31 October 2018, the initiative in surveying the materials of the case was passed to 
the defense. Lawyers called the judge's attention to the fact that after the case was 

opened against Christensen, the investigation did not arrest him for some time. That 

means that the investigator himself did not think that Christensen could flee. 

Consequently, his detention in custody is without grounds. 

 
In addition, lawyers identified defects in the expert analyses existing in the case. 

 

Subsequent sessions in this case are scheduled for 6, 7, 12, and 14 November 2018 in 

the Zheleznodorozhny district court of Orel (45-a Maxim Gorky St.). (tr. by PDS, posted 
11 November 2018) 
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Russia uses Kerch mass killing for hate campaign against 
Jehovah’s Witnesses 

 

By Halya Coynash  

 

KHPG (05.11.2018) - https://bit.ly/2F4wxCW - There seems no end to the uses that 
Russian state propaganda will make of the tragic mass killing in occupied Kerch on 

October 17.  After falsely claiming that the suspected killer “looked like a Tatar”,  Russian 

or Russian-controlled media continued to claim some kind of ‘Ukrainian link’ and even 

connect the massacre to ‘Right Sector’, the Ukrainian nationalist organization which 

Russia has demonized since early 2014. The latest target for what is essentially a hate 
campaign has become the Jehovah’s Witnesses, although here too any link is pure 

speculation. 

 

One of the aims is doubtless to deflect attention from inconvenient subjects, such as the 
suspicion that the alleged killer did not act alone, and that he did not kill himself, as 

claimed.  There have also been questions about how the young man came to be in 

possession of such an expensive weapon and number of bullets, as well as social media 

posts showing children in Kerch and other parts of occupied Crimea being shown how to 
use weapons, taking part in ‘Youth Army’ swearing-in ceremonies or simulations of 

military action. 

 

The official version is that 18-year-old Vladislav Roslyakov, a fourth-year student at the 
Kerch Technical College, arrived at the college with a homemade explosive device and a 

hunting rifle which he used to kill 20 students and staff, before turning the gun on 

himself. There is video footage showing Roslyakov carrying a rifle inside the school, so 

his involvement does not seem in dispute.  

 
The Crimean Human Rights Group has drawn attention to Russian media reports trying to 

incite enmity towards the Jehovah’s Witnesses by claiming a connection between the 

mass shooting and Roslyakov’s background. The allegations are based on claims, 

presented without any proof, that Roslyakov’s mother who was bringing him up by 
herself was a Jehovah’s Witness. Whether or not his mother is, or has ever been a 

Jehovah’s Witness, there is no proof that Roslyakov had any religious beliefs, or that his 

mother’s alleged beliefs affected him in any way. 

 
As CHRG notes, the entire ‘story’, as presented, for example, on the Russian state-

controlled Vesti.ru, is based solely on value judgements which are presented as though 

they were facts. 

 

The Vesti.ru report is entitled ‘The Kerch killer was surrounded by supporters of 
totalitarian sects’. It claims that Roslyakov’s mother was a member of what the presenter 

calls ‘a sect’ stressing (as Russian law demands) that the Jehovah’s Witnesses are 

banned in Russia and that she “forced her son to live by the rules of the banned 

organization”.  
 

It then asserts that people who “have pulled themselves away from it” are sending 

messages of sympathy to the bereaved families and claiming that “all that happened was 

the result of pseudo-religious upbringing’. 
 

The supposed ‘expert on religious sects’, Alexander Dvorkin, makes allegations about the 

Jehovah’s Witnesses’ faith that are seriously questionable, as does the Russian Orthodox 

priest interviewed. None of the claims are in any way checked or analysed, nor is the 
viewer offered anything in the way of an alternative point of view.  

 

https://bit.ly/2F4wxCW
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The Crimean Human Rights Group is surely correct in identifying all of this as hate 

speech, which can result in crimes being committed against the targets of attack.  The 

human rights activists have noted material inciting enmity towards the Jehovah’s 

Witnesses in at least 10 Crimean or Russian Internet publications, including media fully 
or partially financed with Russian state funding (Vesti.ru; NTV; TV Zvezda and Russia 

Today) 

 

It is, unfortunately, also possible that this could be used as a pretext for the same 
persecution of the Jehovah’s Witnesses in occupied Crimea as is now seen in Russia.  

This world faith which is legal in Ukraine, as in all democratic countries, was banned by 

Russia’s Supreme Court on 20 April 2017, with the claim being made that it was 

‘extremist’.  Not one example was provided where believers had breached public order, 
shown aggression or violence, or in any way threatened national security,  Despite the 

lack of any grounds, the appeal in July 2017 was rejected, and the ruling, which drags 

Russia back into the religious persecution of the Soviet era, came into force.  

 

The persecution of believers has escalated this year and there are currently at least 50 
believers in Russia facing persecution, with the majority in custody or under house 

arrest.  

 

As reported, the ‘operations’ against the Witnesses, as well as many of the features of 
the prosecution are very similar to the tactics used by the FSB against Crimean Muslims. 

These include gratuitously violent searches and arrests, highly questionable ‘secret 

witnesses’, illicit surveillance and ‘expert assessments’ by individuals or a centre 

notorious for providing precisely those ‘conclusions’ that the prosecution demands. 
 

There have been a number of administrative prosecutions in occupied Crimea, and at 

least one young believer has been ordered to provide ‘proof of change of faith’ in order to 

be eligible for alternative civilian service. Since Russia is violating international law by 
imposing military service on occupied territory, it is likely that young Jehovah’s Witnesses 

will soon be facing imprisonment for refusing to serve in the Russian army, just as was 

once the case in Soviet times. Since Russia is imprisoning Crimean Muslims on charges of 

alleged involvement in the Hizb ut-Tahrir movement which is not banned in Ukraine, it 

has long been clear that the fact that the Jehovah’s Witnesses are legal in Ukraine would 
not stop Russia from persecuting them on illegally annexed Ukrainian territory. While it is 

to be hoped that the current hate campaign against the Jehovah’s Witnesses is simply a 

cynical attempt to find an easy ‘enemy’ to attack, worse under Russian occupation is near 

certain to come. 

 

Muslims, Jehovah's Witnesses arrested, Muslims 
convicted 

A Krasnoyarsk court fined 24-year-old Andrei Rekst three months' average 

wages for studying theologian Said Nursi's writings with fellow Muslims. 

Another Krasnoyarsk Muslim awaits possible trial under house arrest, unable to 
attend mosque. Six prisoners of conscience are in labour camp for studying 

Nursi's works. 

 

By Victoria Arnold  
 

Forum 18 (25.10.2018) - https://bit.ly/2Ssdxkg - Another of the five Muslims from the 

Siberian region of Krasnoyarsk to have been prosecuted in the last two years for meeting 

with others to study the works of the late Turkish Muslim theologian Said Nursi has now 

https://bit.ly/2Ssdxkg


Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | Russia     

been convicted. A Krasnoyarsk court heavily fined 24-year-old Andrei Rekst on 1 

October. 

 

Law enforcement agencies claim such study constitutes involvement in "Nurdzhular", a 
banned organisation which Muslims in Russia deny has ever existed (see below). 

 

Another Muslim, 30-year-old Denis Zhukov was arrested on a train as he returned to 

Krasnoyarsk in August. He too faces criminal prosecution for meeting with other Muslims 
to study Nursi's works. His conditions of house arrest do not allow him to attend a 

mosque (see below). 

 

Since June, courts have not jailed Muslims who study Nursi's works, despite prosecutors 
calling for imprisonment. Those convicted have been heavily fined, however, with courts 

handing down fines often equivalent to several months' average wages. Courts have also 

imposed suspended sentences with a wide range of restrictions, which may include travel 

bans and deprivation of the right to vote (see below). 

 
On 2 October, prosecutors lost an appeal against a fine equivalent to six months' average 

wages imposed on Andrei Dedkov for alleged involvement in "Nurdzhular". Prosecutors 

had wanted Dedkov to be jailed for five years, not fined (see below). 

 
Law-enforcement armed raids on the homes of Jehovah's Witnesses also remain 

frequent. As of 25 October, 79 Jehovah's Witnesses are under criminal investigation. Of 

these, 22 are in pre-trial detention, 17 under house arrest, and 30 under travel 

restrictions (see below). 
 

Bans, jailing of prisoners of conscience 

 

Muslims who read Nursi's works meet in homes to study Islam without seeking state 
permission, with one or more talking about the theologian's writings. They also pray, eat, 

and drink tea together. The Russian authorities interpret such meetings as organised 

activity by "Nurdzhular", aimed at inciting hatred in society and undermining the 

constitutional order. 

 
"Nurdzhular" (a Russification of the Turkish for "Nursi followers") was banned as allegedly 

"extremist" in 2009. Muslims in Russia deny that this group has ever existed. Many 

Russian translations of Nursi's books have been banned as allegedly "extremist", despite 

their not calling for the violation of human rights (see Forum 18's Russia "extremism" 
religious freedom survey http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215). 

 

Between June 2017 and July 2018, six Muslim men were jailed for periods of between 

two and eight years for meeting together to study Nursi's works. All were convicted 
under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1 ("Organisation of"), or Part 2 ("Participation 

in") ("the activity of a social or religious association or other organisation in relation to 

which a court has adopted a decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity 

in connection with the carrying out of extremist activity"). 

 
The prisoners of conscience jailed in labour camps ("correctional colonies") are: 

 

1) Yevgeny Lvovich Kim, jailed by a Blagoveshchensk court for three years and nine 

months in June 2017 (see F18News 23 June 2017 
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2290); 

 

2, 3, 4) Ziyavdin Badirsoltanovich Dapayev, jailed for four years, and brothers Sukhrab 

Abdulgamidovich Kaltuyev and Artur Abdulgamidovich Kaltuyev, jailed for three years 
each, by a Makhachkala court in November 2017 (see F18News 7 December 2017 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2339); 
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5) Ilgar Vagif-ogly Aliyev, jailed by Izberbash court for eight years in June 2018 (see 

F18News 8 June 2018 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2386); 

 
6) Imam Komil Olimovich Odilov, jailed by a Novosibirsk court for two years in June 2018 

(see F18News 2 July 2018 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2391). 

 

All six prisoners of conscience are also on the Rosfinmonitoring "List of Terrorists and 
Extremists", whose assets banks are obliged to freeze (although small transactions are 

permitted) (see Forum 18's Russia "extremism" religious freedom survey 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215). Aliyev's name was added on 30 

August 2018, a month after his unsuccessful appeal against his conviction. 
 

On 28 August 2018, the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) in Strasbourg found 

(Application nos. 1413/08 and 28621/11) that Russian bans on Nursi's works violated 

Article 10 ("Freedom of expression") of the European Convention on Human Rights and 

Fundamental Freedoms (see http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=001-185293). All ECtHR 
judgments require states to take steps to prevent similar violations from happening, for 

example by changing laws and state practices. This process is supervised by the 

Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe (see forthcoming F18News article). 

 
Jehovah's Witnesses also prosecuted 

 

Like Muslims who read Nursi's works, Jehovah's Witnesses also face prosecution under 

Criminal Code Article 282.2 ("Organisation of" or "participation in" "the activity of a social 
or religious association or other organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a 

decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the 

carrying out of extremist activity"). 

 
Unlike Nursi readers, some Jehovah's Witnesses are also being prosecuted under Criminal 

Code Article 282.3 ("Financing of extremist activity"). Offences under this article also 

incur large fines or prison terms of up to eight years. 

 

The Investigative Committee, the FSB security service, the Interior Ministry's Centre for 
Countering Extremism, and other state bodies (including the Investigative Department of 

the Northern Fleet's Polyarny Flotilla) are known to have carried out armed raids on 

homes in 24 Russian regions between January and October 2018 (see eg. F18News 23 

April 2018 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2372). 
 

By 13 September 2018, 69 Jehovah's Witnesses were facing criminal investigations. Of 

these, 25 were in pre-trial detention, 9 under house arrest, and 30 under travel 

restrictions (see F18News 13 September 2018 
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2412). 

 

By 25 October, the number of Jehovah's Witnesses under criminal investigation had risen 

to 79. Of these, 22 are in pre-trial detention, 17 under house arrest, and 30 under travel 

restrictions, according to Jehovah's Witnesses. One woman is under lesser restrictions 
such as not being allowed out at night, or to use the internet and telephone. Restrictions 

placed on a further five people are as yet unknown, and four individuals are thought to 

be under no restrictions at all. 

 
These raids and prosecutions derive directly from the 2017 nationwide ban on the 

Jehovah's Witnesses as allegedly "extremist" (see F18News 18 July 2017 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2297). It is unknown when any of those 

detained in the recent raids will appear in court. 
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Three Jehovah's Witnesses are already on trial in Prokhladny and Maysky (both in 

Kabardino-Balkariya) and Oryol for alleged extremism-related offences not directly 

related to the nationwide ban. 

 
As well as raids, detentions and criminal prosecutions, Jehovah's Witnesses also face the 

loss of property and other problems (see F18News 19 December 2017 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2344). Young Jehovah's Witness men 

have been denied their right to perform alternative civilian service rather than military 
service, and Jehovah's Witness employees have been fired or forced to resign from their 

jobs (see F18News 18 July 2017 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2297). 

The children of Jehovah's Witnesses have also faced threats and bullying by the 

authorities (see F18News 26 May 2017 
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2282). 

 

Krasnoyarsk: New prosecution 

 

The Central District department of Krasnoyarsk Region Investigative Committee charged 
Denis Vladimirovich Zhukov (born 22 February 1988) on 31 August 2018 under Criminal 

Code Article 282.2 Part 2 ("Participation in "the activity of a social or religious association 

or other organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a decision legally in force 

on liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the carrying out of extremist 
activity"). 

 

Zhukov is accused of participating in alleged "Nurdzhular" gatherings in Krasnoyarsk on 

23 October 2015 and 4 November 2015, according to the indictment, seen by Forum 18. 
At these meetings, he "conducted training of attendees of the gathering in the form of 

reading banned literature from the Risale-i Nur collection of writings, and also explaining 

the essence of what was read". 

 
Zhukov is an ethnic Russian convert to Islam, a fellow Muslim who is following the case 

told Forum 18 on 10 October. Zhukov was friendly with other Krasnoyarsk residents who 

have recently been prosecuted for alleged involvement in "Nurdzhular". These included 

Andrei Dedkov, Andrei Rekst, Sabirzhon Kabirzoda, and Yevgeny Sukharev. 

 
Zhukov was earlier called as a witness in the first criminal case against Dedkov (which 

was closed in 2012 after the time limit for prosecution expired – see F18News 5 March 

2012 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=1675) and in the first criminal 

case against Novosibirsk imams Komil Odilov and Ilhom Merazhov in 2013 (see F18News 
18 June 2013 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=1848). 

 

FSB security service agents arrested Zhukov on 23 August 2018 aboard a Moscow-

Krasnoyarsk train, a few hours before it was due to arrive at its destination. "Armed 
officers broke into his compartment and put him in handcuffs, then took him to FSB 

headquarters in Krasnoyarsk," a fellow Muslim told Forum 18 on 17 October. 

Investigators had been alerted when Zhukov used his passport to buy the train ticket. He 

had gone abroad shortly after his alleged offence and had only recently returned to 

Russia. 
 

After nearly 20 hours in temporary detention, Zhukov (at this point still considered a 

suspect) was placed under house arrest on 24 August 2018 by order of Krasnoyarsk's 

Central District Court. Judge Igor Belokopytov ruled that this initial period of house arrest 
should last until 22 October. On that date, the court extended his term for another two 

months, until 22 December 2018. 

 

Investigators requested house arrest because they believed Zhukov would otherwise try 
to influence witnesses, according to the court orders, seen by Forum 18. They also 

claimed that, because he had spent a long time in Turkey after committing his alleged 
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crime, they feared that if allowed to go free he would go on the run, possibly abroad 

again. 

 

Krasnoyarsk Region Investigative Committee refused to discuss the case with Forum 18 
on 25 October, stating that all questions must be put in writing. Forum 18 had already 

done this on 17 October, asking why Zhukov was considered so dangerous that he had to 

be placed under house arrest, and to ask when and where his case was likely to come to 

trial. Forum 18 has received no reply by the end of the Krasnoyarsk working day of 25 
October. 

 

Judge Belokopytov agreed with the investigators' claim and imposed the house arrest 

they requested. He stated that Zhukov is suspected of a serious offence "against the 
basis of constitutional order and state security", carrying a potential punishment of more 

than three years' imprisonment. However, the Judge did not mention that state security 

is not a permissible reason to restrict freedom of religion and belief under Russia's 

binding international legal obligations. 

 
The telephone went unanswered when Forum 18 called Judge Belokopytov's office at 

Central District Court on 24 and 25 October to ask why he had placed Zhukov under 

house arrest. Forum 18 had also already written to the court with this question on 19 

October, but has received no reply. 
 

Under house arrest, Zhukov cannot leave his home except to participate in the legal 

process or to receive medical treatment, cannot communicate with anybody except close 

relatives, medical staff, lawyers, or investigators, cannot send or receive post, and 
cannot use the telephone or the internet. He is not even allowed out for a walk, a fellow 

Muslim who is following the case told Forum 18 on 12 October, and is only permitted 

visits from his mother and from a friend who owns the flat in which Zhukov lives. These 

restrictions would also prevent him from attending prayers in a mosque. 
 

Zhukov's name does not appear on the Rosfinmonitoring "List of Terrorists and 

Extremists" whose assets banks are obliged to freeze apart from for small transactions 

(see Forum 18's Russia "extremism" religious freedom survey 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215). 
 

It is not yet known when or where Zhukov's case will next come to court. 

 

Krasnoyarsk: Fine and criminal record 
 

Krasnoyarsk's Sverdlovsk District Court convicted Andrei Gennadyevich Rekst (born 14 

March 1994) on 1 October under Criminal Code Article 282.2 Part 2 ("Participation in the 

activity of a social or religious association or other organisation in relation to which a 
court has adopted a decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in 

connection with the carrying out of extremist activity"). 

 

Rekst had made a total of 28 appearances before Judge Radomir Larionov over 17 

months, during which he remained free on bail. The court fined him 120,000 Roubles 
(about three months' average local wages). 

 

Prosecutors had asked for a four-year suspended sentence, according to a fellow Muslim 

who has been following proceedings. Judge Larionov instead decided on the fine, which 
amounts to less than half the minimum financial penalty stipulated under Article 282.2, 

Part 2 at the time Rekst committed his alleged crime. 

 

Rekst does not intend to appeal against his sentence. It is unknown whether the 
prosecution will challenge the ruling. 
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Forum 18 wrote to Sverdlovsk District Court on 19 October, asking why the judge had 

imposed a lesser sentence and whether the prosecutor's office would appeal. The court 

replied on 25 October, refusing to comment on Judge Larionov's decision and insisted 

that information about any prosecution appeal would appear on the court website in due 
course. 

 

The FSB security service initially detained Rekst in March 2016 alongside Andrei Dedkov. 

It had kept them and several other Krasnoyarsk Muslims under surveillance for much of 
the previous year. FSB-appointed "experts" claimed that covert audio recordings of their 

conversations "revealed signs of an international religious association in the city of 

Krasnoyarsk, [and] the presence of an organisational structure". A conversation Rekst 

had with a friend about a planned trip to Turkey was taken as evidence that he was 
recruiting the friend to "Nurdzhular" (see F18News 1 February 2017 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2251). 

 

Much of the literature confiscated from Rekst was not on the Justice Ministry's Federal 

List of Extremist Materials. Prosecutors therefore sought to have four more Russian-
language editions of books by Said Nursi banned as "extremist". Judge Natalya 

Bogdevich of Sverdlovsk District Court upheld the prosecutors' suit on 28 March 2018 

(see F18News 27 April 2018 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373). 

 
Turkish publisher Sözler, which distributed the books in Russia, appealed against the 

ban, but Krasnoyarsk Regional Court rejected this on 25 June. The Justice Ministry added 

the four titles to the Federal List on 7 August. 

 
As of 25 October, Rekst's name is still on the Rosfinmonitoring "List of Terrorists and 

Extremists" whose assets banks are obliged to freeze apart from for small transactions 

(see Forum 18's Russia "extremism" religious freedom survey 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215). 
 

Krasnoyarsk: Prosecution appeal fails 

 

On 2 October 2018, Judge Tatyana Kurlovich of Krasnoyarsk Regional Court rejected the 

prosecution's appeal against the fine imposed on Andrei Nikolayevich Dedkov (born 16 
June 1979) for alleged involvement in "Nurdzhular". Prosecutors had wanted Dedkov to 

be jailed for five years. 

 

Krasnoyarsk's Soviet District Court fined Dedkov 250,000 Roubles (more than six 
months' average local wages) on 7 June 2018 for allegedly leading the "Nurdzhular cell" 

in which Andrei Rekst and other Krasnoyarsk Muslims were allegedly involved. The court 

convicted him under Criminal Code Article 282.2 Part 1 ("Organisation of the activity of a 

social or religious association or other organisation in relation to which a court has 
adopted a decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with 

the carrying out of extremist activity") (see F18News 8 June 2018 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2386). 

 

Dedkov himself did not challenge his conviction. 
 

The prosecution lodged its appeal against the fine for its "excessive leniency", Regional 

Deputy Prosecutor Sergei Karapetyan told Forum 18 on 18 June. Had it been successful, 

Dedkov would have faced a re-trial. 
 

Dedkov's name appears to have been removed from the Rosfinmonitoring "List of 

Terrorists and Extremists" at some point between 29 July and 4 August 2018. He had 

been on it since 2 April 2014, his name having been added during a previous 
investigation. 
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Krasnoyarsk: No appeal against two-year suspended sentence 

 

Neither defence nor prosecution has appealed in the case of Sabirzhon Shamsidinovich 

Kabirzoda (born 4 May 1991), another Krasnoyarsk Muslim who received a two-year 
suspended sentence on 14 August 2018. 

 

Krasnoyarsk's Soviet District Court convicted Kabirzoda of alleged involvement in 

"Nurdzhular" under Criminal Code Article 282.2 Part 2 ("Participation in the activity of a 
social or religious association or other organisation in relation to which a court has 

adopted a decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with 

the carrying out of extremist activity"). Prosecutors had sought a term of 3 years and 6 

months' imprisonment (see F18News 21 August 2018 
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2406). 

 

It is unknown what restrictions Kabirzoda may be under during the period of his 

sentence. According to Article 73 of the Criminal Code, a convict with a suspended 

sentence may be subject to a curfew, may be obliged to inform the probation service of 
any change in his/her place of residence or work, may be barred from visiting particular 

locations or travelling abroad, may be deprived of the right to vote, and cannot stand for 

election. If any of these terms are breached, the probation period may be extended. If 

the person is convicted of another crime, he/she will be imprisoned. 
 

As of 25 October, Kabirzoda's name remains on the Rosfinmonitoring "List of Terrorists 

and Extremists" whose assets banks are obliged to freeze apart from for small 

transactions (see Forum 18's Russia "extremism" religious freedom survey 
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215). 

 

Krasnoyarsk: Another trial continues 

 
One other Krasnoyarsk Muslim remains on trial in the region for alleged involvement in 

"Nurdzhular". Yevgeny Igoryevich Sukharev (born 9 April 1990) has so far appeared 14 

times before Judge Inna Gavritskaya at Sharypovo City Court, most recently on 17 

October. His next hearing is due on 8 November. 

 
Sukharev's name has not been added to the Rosfinmonitoring "List of Terrorists and 

Extremists". 

 

 

Prosecuted "for words": will Putin's amendment have a 
liberalizing effect? 

On October 3, 2018, President Vladimir Putin submitted to the Russian legislature a bill that 
decriminalized some of the deeds currently described in Article 282 of the Russian Criminal 
Code. The article in question relates to “incitement to hatred,” which it defines as a crime. 

Alexander Verkhovsky, head of the SOVA Center for Information and Analysis, explains the 
possible reasons behind the president's amendments and discusses whether they may be 

regarded as a softening move. 

 

By Alexander Verkhovsky  

 

SOVA Center for information and analysis (16.10.2018) - https://bit.ly/2q19Yol - In 
Russia, Article 282 has gained broad notoriety among civic activists with political 

leanings, as it has frequently been used as a legal instrument against citizens engaged in 

undesired political activism of any ideological stripe. In these circles, this Article is 

https://bit.ly/2q19Yol
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generally referred to as the “article on extremism.” The president's legal initiative and its 

possible implications have attracted a lot of attention due to the outrage over—and 

protests against—what liberals regard as unlawful prosecution of individuals for online 

posts and re-posts categorized as “extremist actions.” The president's amendments have 
been broadly discussed by the media, lawyers, and other experts (see examples here, 

here, and here) yet there remains significant misunderstanding as to the content of 

Article 282, as well as to what the decriminalization in question may mean for the police 

and judicial practice. Some of these issues are clarified below. 
 

In its content, Article 282 of the Russian Criminal Code is not dissimilar from articles on 

incitement to hatred present in the codes of various European countries, though of 

course, particular national legislatures have their own specific features. The article (or its 
predecessors in earlier versions of the Soviet and Russian Criminal Codes) has been part 

of the criminal law since the 1920s. In the 1990s and early 2000s, it was mostly enforced 

against “Russian fascists”—that is, ultra-right and national-populist movements. At that 

time, members of the liberal constituency usually criticized the government for being too 

lax in its enforcement of this article. It is therefore ironic that Putin initiated the 
decriminalization of some of the offenses defined in this article exactly 25 years after the 

events of October 3, 1993—the peak of the putsch against then-president Boris Yeltsin 

and his government, the major participants in which were those same ultra-rightists and 

national-populists. 
 

It is important, however, to differentiate between the political use of a legal norm and its 

legal content. Over the years since its codification, Article 282 has been enforced against 

nationalists of various strains, left-wing or religious radicals, a broad range of racists and 
xenophobes, aggressive misogynists, political opposition activists who did not share any 

of the listed traits, and even just random individuals. The legal norm enshrined in Article 

282 is a necessary element of the criminal code; it is a projection of the constitutional 

norm (as well as similar norms in international law) that limits free expression by 
imposing a ban on inciting racial and similar hatred. What should be discussed, therefore, 

is Article 282's linguistic quality and how it is enforced in practice. 

 

 

It should be pointed out that Article 282 is an “article on extremism.” Describing it in 
these terms helps ingrain conventional wisdom, which is, in fact, nothing but a grim 

oversimplification of reality—just like the myth that in Russia people are prosecuted on 

the basis of their “likes” on social networks. As a matter of fact, Russia has unique 

framework legislation on “counter-extremism,” adopted in 2002 and barely changed 
since 2007. Here, “extremism” is defined as a very broad range of actions, from 

terrorism to drawing swastikas on a fence. It is on this framework legislation that legal 

efforts to regulate “speech” (not so much Article 282, but Article 280—“calls for extremist 

activity”) and hate crimes draw. This framework legislation serves as the basis for 
banning particular organizations and prosecuting those members who continue to engage 

in these organizations’ activities, as well as for banning books, films, images, and other 

materials; it is also used to justify other restrictions on civil rights, including electoral 

rights. The enforcement of these norms is entrusted to special police departments (the 

so-called “E” Centers—E for extremism), special members of the Investigative 
Committee, the prosecutor's office, and, more and more frequently, the FSB. 

 

The anti-extremism framework legislation is often criticized, first and foremost because 

its key definition is fairly broad and vague. Yet judging by how broadly it has been 
borrowed by other former Soviet states, it is apparently seen as an effective instrument 

of repression. 

 

Since its adoption, the anti-extremism legislation has been used for political purposes. Its 
primary targets are easy to identify—radical political Islam and radical nationalism—but it 

has also been used against other groups, including some that are not at all radical. 
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Political purposes have long led to selective enforcement, yet in the early stages criticism 

was rarely voiced, since the main targets of repressions were seen as a real threat. 

 

What did spark serious criticism was the quality of enforcement, primarily the low 
evidentiary standards. For instance, back in 2003, the Supreme Court of the Russian 

Federation banned about a dozen Muslim organizations practically without examining the 

evidence for their guilt. Even when applied to al-Qaeda, the justification of the ban 

seemed frivolous. It is perhaps for this reason that the court ruling was kept secret for 
several years. 

 

Upon their appearance in 2007, “E” Centers began a powerful campaign aimed at 

eliminating neo-Nazi groups that had committed hundreds of murders and violent 
assaults across Russia. The achievements of this campaign were highly impressive: by 

2018, the level of hate crimes stood at about one-tenth of what it had been in 2008. 

During that period, “E” Centers pursued their political-police functions far more broadly 

than just against hate crimes or groups associated with hate crimes, yet other opposition 

movements (and neo-Nazis qualified as an opposition movement) were treated 
differently: they were generally not arrested, but were put under surveillance and faced 

other forms of harassment. Radical Islamists were an exception: they were and remain 

the domain of the FSB. 

 
By the turn of the 2010s, a powerful repressive machine had been thoroughly oiled аnd 

was ready to be put into high gear. Even if this machine was a matter of concern for 

some human rights and opposition activists, the number of hate crimes went down, and 

nobody was prepared to risk “softening” the repressive machine for fear of hurting these 
figures. 

 

It should be pointed out that in the records of law enforcement bodies, hate crimes, 

“extremist statements,” and membership in “extremist organizations” are all categorized 
as “crimes of an extremist nature.” In the 2000s, “E” Center operatives preferred to 

focus on street crimes and shun “propaganda” cases of any kind— “propaganda” was 

something they found it hard to understand. Gradually, however, they mastered the 

methods for investigating public statements. It turned out that this was not too 

complicated and was in fact much simpler than investigating hate crimes. Moreover, this 
approach meant that it took less effort than before to maintain or even increase the 

number of “extremism crimes” they solved. 

 

Official statistics of court sentences in this category are not available; only the records of 
pre-trial investigation can be found (on this website). Investigation statistics show that 

not all proceedings instigated end in court hearings, perhaps because no culprit is found, 

but also because the investigation sometimes fails to collect enough evidence. (Quite 

often, a case is never even opened following a preliminary examination by the “E” Center 
or prosecutors.) 

 

 

Figure 1. Government Data on Investigations of “Crimes of Extremist Nature” (source) 

 

http://crimestat.ru/offenses_chart
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Unfortunately, neither these data nor statistics on sentences—available from the 

Supreme Court website, where they are grouped according to Criminal Code articles—

make it possible to assess the dynamics of prosecuting hate crime, since respective 
norms are “hidden” inside different articles. The dynamics of prosecution of various types 

of “crimes of extremist nature” can, however, be assessed on the basis of the SOVA 

Center monitoring. Our data is incomplete, but they at least make it possible to compare 

the dynamics. Our data confirms what was said above: since the anti-extremist law 
enforcement fails to disclose violent hate crimes (or, probably, faces serious challenges in 

investigating them), it is increasingly shifting toward prosecuting verbal expression. 

 

 

Figure 2. SOVA Center Data on Convictions for Various Types of “Crimes of Extremist 
Nature” (source) 

 

 

https://www.sova-center.ru/en/database/
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One can look closely at criminal law enforcement of two types of “extremist crimes”: for 

“extremist statements” and for membership in various “extremist organizations.” Full 

pertinent statistics since 2010 are available on the Supreme Court website. 

In this case, too, it is impossible to find accurate figures, since in many cases the 

convictions include violations of more than one article. We, therefore, have to limit 
ourselves to the primary article of conviction, the one that implies the harshest 

punishment. This means that a person convicted of both—a grave physical assault and 

accompanying propaganda—will not be recorded in the statistics for “extremist 

statements” cases. It may be stated with high certainty, however, that summarizing 
cases on the basis on the major article of conviction gives us a fairly good idea of 

prosecutions for the two types of “extremist crimes” that are of interest to us here. 

Figure 3. Supreme Court Statistics on Two Types of “Extremist Crimes” (for a major 

article of conviction only) (source) 

 

The dynamic of cases related to membership in various groups eludes a simple 
explanation since this dynamic is affected by campaigns against certain groups, as well 

as modifications of the relevant legislation. Meanwhile, the dynamic of court verdicts on 

verbal expression is rather simple and graphic. A rapid rise in such sentences began in 

2012—the year of mass protest rallies—and did not subside for several years thereafter. 
The graph also shows the additional boost to this process associated with the beginning 

of the war in eastern Ukraine. 

 

Despite the obvious political motivation of the law enforcement machine, it would be 
wrong to assume that it has fully re-oriented its operation toward targeting liberal 

protesters (who constituted a majority in the 2012 mass rallies) or all those who opposed 

the annexation of Crimea and the Russian policy in the Donbas. In fact, just as before, 

way over half of the sentences (unfortunately, a more precise estimate is not feasible) 

were passed upon statements that qualified as unequivocally racist, and most of the 
others had to do with supporting armed jihad. Only about 10 percent of those convicted 

of “extremist statements” were not guilty of either of the above-mentioned misdeeds but 

were instead convicted for heavy criticism of the government, public discussion of a 

revolution, public support of Ukraine in the ongoing war, opposition to the annexation of 

http://www.cdep.ru/index.php?id=79
http://www.cdep.ru/index.php?id=79
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Crimea, etc. Some of those 10 percent made rather radical statements, including calls for 

violence. 

 

Thus, even in a generally more repressive political environment, the anti-extremism 
policy was pursued in much the same way as it had been. This is why proponents of this 

policy did not see the reason for the protests and outrage of political opponents and 

human rights activists: repressions still most often targeted racists, the ultra-right, and 

jihadists. As for the gravity of punishments, instances of incarceration for “extremist 
statements” were relatively few. The courts preferred to hand down fines, community 

service, or suspended sentences to such felons. However, the share of those sentenced 

to real jail terms gradually began to rise. 

 

Anti-extremist cases are fairly diverse, making a detailed classification impossible, but 

some statistical data can be cited. 

 

Figure 4. Sentences Grouped by Articles of the Criminal Code (based on the article of the 

primary conviction) (source) 

The data in this table confirm that Article 282 plays a major role in convictions on 

“extremism” charges, but it is also clear that other articles of the Criminal Code make a 

significant contribution to the total number of convictions. 

 

One should also bear in mind punishments for minor misdemeanors. The punishments 

per se may be insignificant, but the actual cases are much more numerous. 

 

Figure 5. Data on the Enforcement of the Two Administrative Anti-Extremist Articles 
(source) 

http://www.cdep.ru/index.php?id=79
http://www.cdep.ru/index.php?id=79
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Imposing punishment for showing banned symbols (most often the swastika) has 

increasingly caused not even outrage, but ridicule. The unprofessional language of the 

article in question enables prosecution for any swastika, whether it is an Oriental 
religious image, a political caricature, or even a historical photo of the Second World 

War. Looking at these simple examples, even those with no legal knowledge began to 

feel that there was something wrong with the anti-extremist legislation and that there 

was no reasonable justification for its enforcement. 
 

Gradually, the Russian public began to pay more attention to the anti-extremism policy. 

There were at least two reasons for this. The first had to do with the fact that charges 

were being brought against new categories of individuals. In the early 2000s, criminal 

prosecution targeted local activists of radical groups. More recently, the number of “anti-
extremist” cases continued to grow, even as the radical groups were on the decline. This 

led to rapid growth in the share of cases against random individuals who were not radical 

activists at all. These were people caught by operatives because they had made 

“extremist statements”: though these statements demonstrated these individuals’ 
intolerance, they were not systematic or aggressive and therefore by no means 

presented a threat. 

 

The second reason was the gradual shift of anti-extremist policy to target Internet 
activity: according to SOVA Center data, in 2017 the makers of online statements 

comprised 95 percent of those targeted by law enforcement. The overwhelming majority 

of these statements were found on VKontakte: since VKontakte is the most popular 

network, major political groups prefer to make their statements there. In addition—and 
probably most importantly—unlike Facebook or Twitter, VKontakte is a Russian network 

and therefore it cannot refuse police demands to provide its users' personal data. The 

police, therefore, are looking for “felons” where they are easiest to find. The rise in 

“prosecuting the Internet” caused exasperation among the community using these social 

networks, which had been accustomed to an unconstrained life online. Anti-extremism 
reduced to hunting for “bad memes” has itself become the target of popular memes. 

 

Apparently, rising discontent became a matter of concern for the Kremlin at some point. 

Two questions should be posed here: when that happened and why, given the range of 
causes of discontent in various social groups, the Kremlin chose to make an 

uncharacteristic conciliatory gesture on this issue. 
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Of course, it is impossible to identify the very moment when this happened, but most 

likely we are talking about the fall of 2017. In addition to unconfirmed rumors, there is 

also statistical data supporting this suggestion. The Supreme Court has not yet published 
detailed data on the sentences for the first half of 2018, but two indirect indices are 

available. 

 

Apparently, rising discontent became a matter of concern for the Kremlin at some point. 
The first is the number of cases of “crimes of extremist nature” that were taken to court. 

In January-August 2018, this number declined compared to the previous year for the first 

time since 2012, and the decrease was as large as seven percent. As was shown above, 

cases of prosecution for “words” now account for a significant majority of such cases. The 
second index is provided by SOVA Center monitoring: this year, we have registered a 

small decline in the number of sentences “for words” compared to last year. There can be 

no doubt that such an abrupt slowdown in the number of cases would have been 

impossible without instructions from above. For such instructions to work, they must 

have been given no later than the winter and more likely in the fall. 
 

The answer to the question of why the Kremlin decided to accede to popular discontent 

may only be hypothetical. In recent years, the anti-extremist legislation has lost its 

effectiveness as a tool of political repression because its operation has become random 
and imprecise. On the one hand, the anti-extremist legal instrument has failed to target 

the most active and even radical opposition activists. On the other hand, the highly 

selective enforcement has failed to intimidate common citizens: although everyone is 

aware of the threat, law enforcement gives no clue as to what should be considered 
punishable, so punishments are regarded as a lottery. 

 

As far as public statements are concerned, the government failed to draw a “red line” 

that would make sense to regular citizens or even to political activists. In other words, 
the enforcement of the anti-extremist legislation was now barely of use to the Kremlin, 

and worked, as it were, just for itself. This may be the reason why the Kremlin has opted 

to “sacrifice”—or limit and reform—this tool. In 2018, new bills aimed at improving the 

obvious flaws of the anti-extremist legislation appeared. Finally, in June, during Putin's 

Priamaia Liniia, his annual call-in show with the nation, the president formally opened the 
discussion and entrusted the organization of this discussion to Popular Front, a subsidiary 

of United Russia. 

 

The fact that the president himself admitted in public that the practice of prosecution for 
“extremist statements” is imperfect and even absurd (at the time, such cases were 

referred to in public parlance as “cases of reposts and likes”) generated some optimism 

and emboldened other officials to venture similar recommendations. In particular, the 

Council on Human Rights came up with recommendations and the Federal Ombudsperson 
started work on her own. It should be noted, however, that the heads of law enforcement 

bodies did not join the public discussion. 

 

In the framework of this now-public campaign, the Supreme Court on September 20 

issued additional and highly important commentary on the enforcement of Article 282. 
The Supreme Court insisted that a case may be stopped at its opening if the accused is 

not a true propagandist but simply happened to post something unethical. 

 

The Supreme Court also finally admitted that if only a few people saw the post, then the 
post itself was insignificant, and this is sufficient reason not to consider the case a crime. 

This commentary responds to the actual problems associated with the enforcement of the 

anti-extremist legislation: quite a few cases were opened on the grounds of random, 

sometimes singular re-publications, and in many cases, both the investigation and the 
court ignored the fact that the accused had just a few dozen “friends” and the 

publications mentioned in the charge received less than five “likes.” 
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Barely three weeks after the Supreme Court published this commentary, two cases were 

closed based on its clarifications, right at the investigation stage. This unexpected 

efficiency was undoubtedly related to the promised reform of the anti-extremist 
legislation. On October 3, the reform was finally announced. 

 

Putin's bill, however, turned out to be as modest as could be. Nearly all the suggestions 

made by the Council on Human Rights were ignored. An almost unique situation in which 
Putin initiated a public discussion on the liberalization of a legal norm ended in a 

surprisingly small-scale proposal. 

 

The reform bill applies only to Article 282, and even the offenses defined in this article 
are only partially decriminalized. Nothing will be removed from the content of the article. 

The Council had suggested that the fully incomprehensible formula “incitement to hatred 

toward a social group”—a legally blurry term that opened the way for abuse, including 

politically motivated abuse—be removed. In addition, the Council had suggested that 

only “incitement to hatred” be kept in the article, in accordance with the Constitution and 
international law. The Council had further recommended that the formula “humiliating 

people's dignity” based on their group identity be removed from the Criminal Code and 

reclassified as a minor misdemeanor. It should be added that the softer qualification 

implied in the president's bill—that is, the replacement of the criminal qualification 
currently defined by Article 282 with an administrative one—is restricted to cases without 

aggravations. This means that only a first-time violation will be treated as a minor 

misdemeanor; a repeated “extremist” statement will be classified as a crime. 

 
Nevertheless, when the bill is adopted (and it will, of course, be adopted), it should, 

together with the commentary of the Supreme Court, lead to a dramatic, multi-fold 

decrease in the number of criminal cases based on part 1 (that is, without aggravations) 

of Article 282, and, if only in part, a revision of earlier court decisions based on that 
article. The decrease will most likely be achieved by reducing the number of small cases 

that do not have clear and important political interests behind them. Even so, this should 

be regarded as a positive development. 

 

It is highly regrettable, however, that the reform has left unchanged all other elements of 
the anti-extremist legislation. For instance, it will not help Jehovah's Witnesses, whose 

religious organization has been banned, leaving tens of thousands of them under threat 

of criminal investigation simply for taking part in religious meetings. Nor will it help those 

who make highly critical statements about the dominant religion, Orthodoxy; condemn 
the annexation of Crimea; or re-post historical photos where a swastika can be 

discerned. Nor will it stop “ban rage,” which results in the police hunting the broadest 

range of “extremist materials,” a campaign that is entirely impractical in the age of the 

Internet. One of the most recent examples of this campaign is the ban of an absurdist 
punk song called “Kill the Teenager.” 

 

The new administrative article defining punishment for first-time “hatred-inciters” will 

likely produce a large number of convictions, since in these cases the procedure will be 

much simpler than in criminal cases, and, as I showed above, there are typically several 
times more administrative cases than criminal ones. 

 

In other words, the government has not only preserved the full capacity to prosecute “for 

words,” but its capacity is overabundant even for its own political goals since everything 
said above about the “multiple focus” of the repressive policy applies far beyond Article 

282. 

 

That is the way the Kremlin usually operates: government officials are concerned not 
only about encroachments on stability but even about insignificant “rarefication” of the 
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multi-layer protection of this stability. One can still expect, however, for the president's 

modest bill to be complemented with other measures that the Kremlin deems innocuous. 

 

 

 

Russian Orthodox Church breaks with Constantinople 

 

The move stands to become the gravest split among Christians in nearly a 
millennium. 

 

By David M. Herszenhorn  

 

Politico (15.10.2018) - https://politi.co/2RCiVE2 - The Russian Orthodox Church on 
Monday angrily broke all ties with the Holy Synod of the Patriarchate of Constantinople, 

the worldwide leadership of Orthodox Christianity, in response to a decision last week 

granting independence to the Ukrainian Orthodox Church. 

 
The move by the Russian Orthodox Church, which counts nearly half of all Orthodox 

believers among its membership, stands to become the gravest split among Christians in 

nearly a millennium, since the Great Schism of 1054 that divided Eastern Orthodoxy from 

Catholicism. 
 

"The members of the Holy Synod declared it impossible to continue their stay in the 

Eucharistic communion with the Patriarchate of Constantinople," the Russian Orthodox 

Church said in a statement after a meeting of leaders in Minsk, Belarus. 

 
The pursuit of independence, or "autocephaly" in canonical terms, by the Ukrainian 

church has served as an contentious, emotional, and high-stakes proxy for the ongoing 

military struggle between Russia and Ukraine. In the decision last week, Constantinople 

took several steps toward independence including the reinstatement of priests, bishops 
and church members who had been excommunicated by Moscow. 

 

Moscow has controlled the Ukrainian church for 332 years by authority of a synodal letter 

issued in 1686. Last week's decision revoked that letter. 
 

The decision last week, which was announced by the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, 

the archbishop of Constantinople-New Rome and worldwide leader of Orthodox Christians 

Constantinople, not only granted independence to the Ukrainian church but also 
reinstated priests, bishops and church members who had been excommunicated by 

Moscow. 

 

In a lengthy statement accusing Constantinople of acting illegally, the Russian Orthodox 

Church insisted that there is no justification for overturning several long-standing 
decisions that had affirmed Moscow's control over the Ukrainian church. 

 

"How is it possible to cancel the decision that has been in effect for three centuries?" the 

Russian church asked in its statement. 
 

The statement also insisted that Constantinople has no right to revoke the 

excommunications of Ukrainians by Moscow, including the leader of the Ukrainian church, 

Patriarch Filaret, who was effectively accused by Moscow of treason. 
 

https://politi.co/2RCiVE2
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"Despite repeated calls for repentance, after the deprivation of his hierarchal rank, Filaret 

Denisenko continued his schismatic activity," the Russian church stated, adding: “Until 

the Patriarchate of Constantinople refuses to make anti-canonical decisions for all 

clergymen of the Russian Orthodox Church, it is impossible to serve the clergy of the 
Constantinople Church." 

 

Jehovah's Witnesses released from pretrial custody 

 
After 176 days in Sizo two believers placed under house arrest in Murmansk 

 

Russia Religion News (11.10.2018) - https://bit.ly/2NCuTYd - On 10 October 2018, the 

Polyarny district court of Murmansk oblast ordered a softening of the measure of 

restriction for 61-year-old Viktor Trifimov and 44-year-old Roman Markin, and put them 
in house arrest. They were arrested on 18 April 2018 by personnel of the SU SK RF 

[Investigation Directorate of the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation] for 

Murmansk oblast. 

 
Both face up to 10 years of prison on the basis of the article on "planning the activity of 

an extremist society" (part 1, article 282.2 of CC RF). After the Russian Supreme Court 

liquidated and found to be "extremist" all 396 organizations of Jehovah's Witnesses, law 

enforcement agencies throughout the country mistakenly have interpreted peaceful 
meetings of believers as "extremist activity." In all, no fewer than 43 persons were sent 

to prison, the majority of whom, 26 persons, are still in a SIZO [Investigation cell] or IVC 

[Temporary detention cell]; the measure of restriction for the rest has been mitigated. 

 

At the same time, the government of Russia has confirmed at the European Court of 
Human Rights that the decision of the Supreme Court and an appellate determination by 

which it was left in force "do not give an assessment of the teachings of Jehovah's 

Witnesses and do not contain a restriction or prohibition on professing individually the 

aforementioned teaching" (par. 91 of comments by authorities of the Russian Federation 
on appeal No. 10188/17, Administrative Center of Jehovah's Witnesses in Russia and 

Kalin v. Russian Federation). Dozens of rights advocates and also the Council on Human 

Rights under the president of the RF express concern over the growing religious 

repressions. (tr. by PDS, posted 12 October 2018) 

 

Women Jehovah's Witnesses detained for days 

Two women arrested for faith in Smolensk region 

 

Russia Religion News (10.10.2018) - https://bit.ly/2yzPman - On 7 October 2018, 
personnel of the UFSB for Smolensk oblast, along with security officers of the Center for 

Combating Extremism and troops of the Special Rapid Response Team, conducted a 

number of searches in residences of Smolenskians who are suspected of professing the 

religion of Jehovah's Witnesses. In the city of Sychevk (Smolensk oblast) for a third day 
no communication has come out from two women, Natalia Sorokina and Maria Troshina. 

Presumably, they are in detention, since according to neighbors they were taken off in an 

unknown direction by personnel who conducted the search. 

  

https://bit.ly/2NCuTYd
https://bit.ly/2yzPman
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It has been learned that a criminal case was opened on the basis of part 2 of article 

282.2 of the CCRF (participation in the activity of an extremist society). According to the 

interpretation of the Smolensk UFSB [Directorate of the Federal Security Service], 

unidentified persons have continued the activity of the Administrative Center of Jehovah's 
Witnesses in Russia, which was liquidated by a court in 2017. On 2 October 2018, Andrei 

Lantsov, a judge of the Lenin district court of the city of Smolensk, issued a warrant for 

searches in residences of citizens whom the UFSB considers to have connection with the 

activity of Jehovah's Witnesses. 
  

Law enforcement agencies throughout the country mistakenly interpret peaceful 

meetings of believers as "extremist activity." Dozens of rights advocates and also the 

Council on Human Rights under the president of the RF express concern over the growing 
religious repressions. (tr. by PDS, posted 10 October 2018) 

 

 

Siberian rabbi must leave Russia without explanation of 
reason 

Counterintelligence wins decision on deportation of Chief Rabbi of Siberia. Who 
will replace rabbi, Omsk synagogue still does not know.  

 

Russia Religion News (04.10.2018) - https://bit.ly/2OV1CMQ - The Judicial College for 

Administrative Cases of the Russian Supreme Court left without change the verdict of the 

Omsk oblast court with respect to the chief rabbi of Omsk oblast and the Siberian Federal 
District, Osher Krichevsky, the file for case No.50-APG18-15S says. 

  

In effect this means that he is subject to deportation. Attempts to telephone Osher 

Krichevsky himself were unsuccessful. At the Omsk synagogue they were unable to 
explain for KVnews who will now be the rabbi. 

  

We recall that on 22 May a judge of the Omsk oblast court, Lena Ershova, refused to 

grant Osher Krichevsky's administrative lawsuit against the Russian UMVD for Omsk 
oblast and the Russian UMVD for the city of Omsk as defendants. The session was held 

behind closed doors and the Russian directorate of the F.S.B. for Omsk oblast came 

forward as an interested party in the lawsuit. 

  

In essence, the respondent officially did not reveal the reason for the deportation of 
Osher Krichevsky and his large family, who have lived in Omsk more than 17 years. 

Since the materials of the case contained state secrets, Judge Lena Ershov conducted the 

session behind closed doors. 

  
Earlier Osher Krichevsky explained to KVnews that he simply received an official letter 

from the ministry about a decision of 23 March 2018 concerning "the cancellation of 

residence permit in accordance with point 1 of article 9 of the federal law No. 115 of 25 

July 2012, "On the legal status of foreign citizens in the RF." The reason for such a 
decision was not reported. He was not summoned to the police and the F.S.B. 

  

At the time, a lawyer explained to Krichevsky that point 1 of article 9 of federal law No. 

115 is very serious: "A previously issued residence permit is cancelled in the event that a 
foreign citizen acts for a violent change of the foundations of the constitutional structure 

of the RF or by other actions creates a threat to the security of the RF or citizens of the 

RF." After this an administrative lawsuit was filed in Kuibyshev district court, which was 

later redirected to the oblast court. 

https://bit.ly/2OV1CMQ
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We note that on 17 December 2014, a panel of judges of the Omsk oblast court left in 

force the decision of the court of first instance concerning granting the lawsuits of Osher 

Krichevsky and his wife, Rachel, against the district department No. 1 of the directorate 
of the Federal Migration Service of Russia. The migration service, using flimsy reasons, 

also tried to expel the rabbi from Omsk and Russia. 

  

In February 2015, at the sixth congress of the Federation of Jewish Communities of 
Russia, the Omsk rabbi Osher Krichevsky was elected to the office of chief rabbi of the 

Siberian Federal District, under the council of rabbis of the Federation of Jewish 

Communities of Russia and the Chief Rabbinate of Russia. (tr. by PDS, posted 9 October 

2018) 

 

Jews become target of anti-extremism tactics 

 

HRWF (03.10.2018) – The misuse of the anti-extremism legislation in Russia is now 

hitting all religious communities outside the Russian Orthodox Church. 
 

Search conducted in office of Moscow Jewish community for extremism case 

 

Interfax.ru (10.08.2018) - https://bit.ly/2xTNOJ4  
 

Capital police conducted a search in the Moscow Jewish religious community while 

conducting an inspection with respect to the leader of the "Shakhar" Jewish movement, 

Alexander Kargin. 

 
"Today personnel of the Center for Combating Extremism of the Directorate of Internal 

Affairs (UVD) for the Central Administrative District of the Chief Directorate of the 

Russian MVD for Moscow arrived at the office. During a search, nationalist literature was 

discovered, which did not belong to Kargin and clearly had been planted in the office," 
Kargin's lawyer, Igor Zuber, told Interfax on Friday [10 Aug.]. 

 

The activist himself also thinks that extremist literature was planted on him. "The 

literature seized was planted on me. At the same time, a large part of the planted 
literature has an antisemitic character," he told Interfax. 

 

The lawyer described how the inspection was conducted within the context of checking on 

a report against Kargin, which had been received. 
 

 "As indicated in the text of the order for conducting an investigation, law enforcers 

conducted an inspection to find the commission of actions aimed at inciting hatred or 

strife along with debasing of a group of persons associated on the basis of ethnic and 

religious identity," the lawyer summed up. 
 

He said that Kargin had been summoned to the police to give explanations next week. 

(tr. by PDS, posted 13 August 2018) 

 
"E" Center conducts search in office of Moscow Jewish religious community 

 

Medusa, (10.08.2018) - https://bit.ly/2zMpt9e  

 

https://bit.ly/2xTNOJ4
https://bit.ly/2zMpt9e
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Personnel of the "E" Center conducted a search in the office of a Moscow Jewish religious 

community within the framework of an inspection concerning the leader of a Zionist 

organization, "Shakhar," Alexander Kargin. 

 
According to attorney Igor Zuber, MVD personnel announced the discovery in the office 

of nationalist literature, which, he said, was "clearly planted." Kargin noted that some of 

the books have an "antisemitic character." "Books like 'Catechism of an Orthodox Person' 

and 'The Final Solution of the Jewish Question' were supposedly kept by ME! A Jewish 
leader!," he wrote on his VKontakte page. 

 

The inspection was begun on the basis of a report by unidentified persons and it was 

conducted, Zuber said, on the basis of article 282 of the CC RF ("Inflaming hatred or 
strife along with debasing human dignity"). Kargin was summoned to the police to give 

explanations. (tr. by PDS, posted 13 August 2018) 

 

Russia Religion News: https://bit.ly/2RlXJzh  

 

 

USCIRF adopts two religious prisoners of conscience: a 
Danish Jehovah’s Witness and a Russian Scientologist 

HRWF (28.09.2018) – The US Commission on International Religious Freedom has just 

taken a courageous stand by adopting two prisoners of conscience in Russia sharing the 

beliefs of Jehovah’s Witnesses and the Church of Scientology. Article 18 declares that 
“everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion”. Article 18 

defends the rights of individuals to believe what they want to believe in. It does not 

defend religions based on whether they are historical or not. HRWF does not either. 

It is the right of an atheist to believe there is no God and no life after death. 

It is the right of a Christian, a Muslim or a Jew to believe in God and to believe that he is 

the creator of the universe. 

It is the right of a Catholic to believe that the body of Jesus Christ is present in the 

consecrated host that they swallow during the mass. 

It is the right of a Muslim to believe in the teachings of Prophet Muhammad. 

It is the right of a Buddhist to believe in reincarnation and to live accordingly. 

It is the right of a Scientologist to believe in successive incarnations and in Dianetics. 

It is the right of a Mormon to believe in the Book of Mormon and to live according to its 

teachings. 

It is the right of a Jehovah’s Witness to refuse to kill and to perform military service. 

It is the right of a Raelian to think that the human race was imported in our planet by 

aliens. 

It is the right of Dennis Christensen to believe in the teachings of Jehovah’s Witnesses 
and it is the right of Ivan Matsitsky to believe in the teachings of Ron Hubbard. 

The Russian Federation has however decided otherwise. It has banned a number of 

peaceful religious movements of foreign origin, including Jehovah’s Witnesses, and it has 

https://bit.ly/2RlXJzh
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criminalized legitimate activities pertaining to religious freedom. The objective of this 

‘xenophobic’ religious cleansing pursued by Moscow is to protect historical religions which 

have shaped the identity of the Russian people throughout the centuries and to reinforce 

their position in society under its vigilant control. The dramatic consequence is that 
persons who use their right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion to challenge 

the religiously correct are arrested, sometimes tortured physically or psychologically, 

fined and sentenced to prison terms. 

The US Commission on International Religious Freedom has courageously taken up the 
defence of a European citizen, the Dane Dennis Christensen, as it has done with an 

American citizen imprisoned in Turkey, pastor Andrew Craig Brunson. When will the EU 

and its member states campaign for the release of one of their citizens imprisoned since 

May 2017 in Russia? The EU Guidelines on Freedom of Religion or Belief have been 
drafted for such a purpose. 

 

Ivan Matsitsky (left) and Dennis Christensen (right) 

USCIRF (26.09.2018) - https://bit.ly/2OhOYHD - Vice Chair Arriaga said, “These two 

cases are examples of the Russian government ‘securitizing’ religion—targeting religious 

communities it considers illegitimate on the pretext that they pose a national security 

threat” 

WASHINGTON, DC – Kristina Arriaga, Vice Chair of the U.S. Commission on International 

Religious Freedom (USCIRF), today announced that she is adopting two religious 

prisoners of conscience in Russia, Dennis Christensen and Ivan Matsitsky, as part of 

USCIRF’s Prisoners of Conscience Project. Mr. Christensen, a member of the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, was arrested in Oryol, Russia, on May 25, 2017, following the raid of a prayer 

service in which he was participating. As of September 13, 2018, Mr. Christensen has 

appeared 38 times before Oryol’s District Court. He faces a possible sentence of up to 10 

years in prison. Mr. Matsitsky, the director of the Church of Scientology in St. Petersburg, 
was arrested on June 5, 2017, on various charges including involvement in “an extremist 

conspiracy.” He has been held in pretrial detention since his arrest. 

“The cases of Dennis Christensen and Ivan Matsitsky are emblematic of the 

Russian government’s complete disregard for religious freedom,” stated Vice 

Chair Arriaga. “I am committed to doing all I can to raise awareness of Ivan’s 
and Dennis’ cases and secure their speedy release.” 

The government of Russia considers groups such as Jehovah’s Witnesses and 

Scientologists “nontraditional” religious minorities, frequently targeting them with fines, 

detentions, and criminal charges under the pretext of combating extremism. In April 
2017, the Russian Supreme Court banned the Jehovah’s Witnesses as an extremist 

organization. 

https://bit.ly/2OhOYHD
https://www.uscirf.gov/about-uscirf/kristina-arriaga-de-bucholz-commissioner
http://www.uscirf.gov/
https://www.uscirf.gov/uscirfs-religious-prisoners-conscience-project
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Vice Chair Arriaga added, “These two cases are examples of the Russian 

government ‘securitizing’ religion—targeting religious communities it considers 

illegitimate on the pretext that they pose a national security threat. But these 

religious communities only seek to practice their beliefs peacefully and without 
fear. When they arrested Dennis, he was reading the Bible with fellow believers. 

The international community must uphold internationally recognized human 

rights and press for the release of Ivan, Dennis, and the many others 

imprisoned in Russia for their religious identity or activities.” 

In 2018 USCIRF again recommended that Russia be designated as a “country of 

particular concern” under the International Religious Freedom Act (IRFA). To learn more 

about religious freedom conditions in Russia, click here. 

The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) is an independent, 
bipartisan federal government entity established by the U.S. Congress to monitor, 

analyze and report on threats to religious freedom abroad. USCIRF makes foreign policy 

recommendations to the President, the Secretary of State and Congress intended to 

deter religious persecution and promote freedom of religion and belief. To interview a 

Commissioner, please contact USCIRF at Media@USCIRF.gov or Javier Peña 
at jpena@uscirf.gov or +1-202-674-2598. 

 

Sova Center: Misuse of anti-extremism laws in August 

 

Sova Center / HRWF (18.09.2018) - https://bit.ly/2RfV21T - Every month Sova Center 
publishes a review of the misuse of anti-extremist laws in Russia. Here are a few cases 

related to freedom of religion: 

  

  
Ibragim Ibragimov and Others v. Russia 

  

On August 28, the European Court issued a ruling regarding the prohibition against the 

works of the Turkish theologian Said Nursi, banned in Russia as extremist. The court 
unanimously decided to uphold the relevant complaints, which were combined into one 

case – “Ibragim Ibragimov and Others v. Russia.” The first complaint concerned the 

prohibition of fourteen works by Nursi from theRisale-i Nur collection. The corresponding 

decision was made by the Koptevsky District Court of Moscow in 2007. The complaint 
was filed on behalf of Nuru Badi Cultural Educational Fund, which published the books, 

and its head Ibragim Ibragimov. The Fund was a party to the process as a third party; so 

was the Council of Muftis of Russia. The second complaint, United Religious Board of 

Muslims of the Krasnoyarsk Region v. Russia,” challenged the ban on “The Tenth Word: 

The Resurrection and the Hereafter,” a brochure also included in Risale-I Nur. The 
decision to recognize the brochure as extremist was made by the Zhelezhnodorozhny 

District Court of Krasnoyarsk in 2010. The printing of the brochure was commissioned by 

the United Religious Board of Muslims of the Krasnoyarsk Region, which participated in 

the proceedings as a third party. 
  

The European Court noted that Said Nursi was a well-known Turkish Muslim theologian 

and commentator of the Qur’an, and that Muslim authorities both in Russia and abroad, 

as well as Islamic studies scholars, all affirmed that his texts were moderate, belonged to 
mainstream Islam, advocated open and tolerant relationships and cooperation between 

religions, and opposed any use of violence. The Russian side submitted no evidence that 

dissemination of these works had caused interreligious tensions or led to any harmful 

consequences, let alone violence. Cultural, historical, religious and other local features, 

which provide ample opportunities for national legislations to regulate inter-religious 

http://bit.ly/2IpW0DZ
http://t.sidekickopen10.com/e1t/c/5/f18dQhb0S7lC8dDMPbW2n0x6l2B9nMJW7t5XZs64QWyWW64kg9C3M2slvW5vfRWq56dDK1f5cyKZz02?t=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uscirf.gov%2F&si=5552956296658944&pi=4170b80a-fd4b-443a-9214-7fb37b8e762f
mailto:Media@USCIRF.gov
mailto:jpena@uscirf.gov
https://bit.ly/2RfV21T
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relations, do not, however, allow one individual country to prohibit its citizens from 

accessing authoritative religious literature that is universally accessible throughout the 

world. 

  

The ECHR indicated that the judges had essentially relied on expert opinions. The 

decisions to ban fourteen brochures included no references to any specific problematic 
passages from them; the court didn’t take into account the context of distribution of 

Nursi’s books and the possible negative consequences. Expert opinions submitted by the 

applicants were rejected by the courts, as were the opinions of the heads of Muslim 

organizations and experts on Islam. With regard to the process of recognizing the “The 
Tenth Word: The Resurrection and the Hereafter” as extremist, the ECHR noted that 

some of the offending words, used in the book to characterize followers of other faiths, 

as well as positive characteristization of the Muslims, did not cross boundaries of 

permissible criticism of other religions; they were not accompanied by calls for violence 
and can not be interpreted as inciting hatred and intolerance. The mere fact, emphasized 

by the Russian court, that the author’s intention was to convince the readers to adopt his 

religious beliefs is insufficient to justify the ban of a religious book, since the book did not 

advocate any illegal methods for achieving this goal. 

Thus, the ECHR came to the conclusion that, when examining the cases on the 

recognition of Nursi’s books as extremist and their prohibition, the Russian courts failed 

to provide relevant and sufficient reasons for interfering with the applicants' right to 
freedom of expression guaranteed by Article 10 of the European Convention, and the 

interference in this case can not be considered necessary in a democratic society. The 

court ruled that Russia should pay Ibragim Ibragimov EUR 7,500 in compensation for 

non-pecuniary damage. 

Meanwhile, the Federal List of Extremist Materials came to include four more editions of 

Nursi's works in August; the decision to ban them was made by the Sverdlovsky District 
Court of Krasnoyarsk in March and confirmed by the Krasnoyarsk Regional Court in June 

2018. 

 

Prosecutions against Religious Organizations and Believers 

 
In mid-August, the Sovetsky District Court of Krasnoyarsk issued a two-year suspended 

sentence to Sabirzhon Kabirzoda, 27, having found him guilty of involvement in the 

activities of the extremist organization Nurcular (Article 282.2 Part 2 of the Criminal 

Code). We regard banning both books by Turkish theologian Said Nursi and Nurcular 
(which has never existed in Russia at all) as inappropriate. In our opinion, there are only 

individual believers, who study the heritage of Nursi and face unreasonable persecution. 

At the same time, Privolzhsky District Military Court sentenced Rinat Galiullin to eight 

years of imprisonment under Article 205.5 part 2 of the Criminal Code (participation in 
the activities of a terrorist organization). Galiullin was found guilty of continuing the 

activity of Hizb ut-Tahrir, a radical Islamic party banned in Russia. For his involvement in 

the organization Galiullin was already sentenced to six and a half years in a penal colony 

in 2013; his term was reduced to five years in 2015. Galiullin was charged for having 
conducted “collective and individual conversations with prisoners and attempted to 

involve them in the activities of Hizb ut-Tahrir”, while in prison. 

Almaz Usmanov, the owner of a halal butcher shop was arrested in Ufa in mid-August. He 
was named a defendant in a criminal case under Article 205.5 initiated in connection with 

the activities of a Hizb ut-Tahrir cell. Usmanov became the fourteenth person to be 

arrested in this case. In March 2018, the defendants’ relatives reported that the 

defendants were being tortured. 
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We view charges of terrorism against Hizb ut-Tahrir followers made solely on the basis of 

their party activities (holding meetings, reading literature, etc.) as inappropriate. 

In August, at least two new cases under Article 282.2 of the Criminal Code were initiated 

for continuing the activities of the Jehovah's Witnesses communities, banned in Russia as 
local branches of an extremist organization. 

The Federal Security Service of Russia in the Khabarovsk Region conducted searches in 
at least four houses of Jehovah's Witnesses in Khabarovsk in early August. 51-year-old 

Valery Moskalenko was detained and then, on the following day, put under arrest by the 

court as a defendant under Article 282.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (participation in the 

activities of an extremist organization). 

In the second half of August, the case under Article 282.2 Part 1 of the Criminal Code 

(organizing activities of an extremist organization) was initiated against three Jehovah's 
Witnesses from the city of Elizovo (the Kamchatka Region) – spouses Konstantin and 

Snezhana Bazhenov and their acquaintance Vera Zolotova, 72. The women were released 

under travel restrictions and the pledge of proper behavior; the court placed the man 

under arrest, but then released him without specifying any further pre-trial restrictions. 

The Russian Supreme Court recognized the Jehovah's Witnesses Administrative Center in 

Russia and 395 local organizations of Jehovah's Witnesses as extremist in April 2017. We 

regard this decision, which became the basis for the criminal prosecution of believers, as 
lacking any legitimate grounds. 

 

 

Criminal investigations of 69 Jehovah's Witnesses 

 

By Victoria Arnold 
 

Forum 18 (13.09.2018) - https://bit.ly/2QHL4WG - Amid continuing police, FSB and 

Investigative Committee raids across Russia, 69 Jehovah's Witnesses are now facing 

criminal investigations. Of these, 25 are in detention, 9 under house arrest, and 30 under 
travel restrictions. Three trials are already underway, including of Dennis Christensen, in 

detention since May 2017. 

 

A total of 69 Jehovah's Witnesses are now the subjects of criminal investigations in 22 
regions of Russia, Forum 18 notes. Of these, 25 are currently in pre-trial detention, 9 are 

under house arrest, and 30 are under travel restrictions. One person is under a specific 

set of restrictive measures, and only four are thought to be under no restrictions at all as 

the cases against them proceed. 

 
Raids and prosecutions appear to have become particularly intense in Russia's Far 

Eastern Federal District, with investigations ongoing in seven of its nine regions. 

 

Law enforcement officers have been raiding Jehovah's Witness homes across Russia, 
leading to criminal prosecutions and often long stretches in pre-trial detention or under 

house arrest. Officers of the Investigative Committee and FSB security service carried out 

the latest raids in Kamchatka, Khabarovsk, Primorye, Kostroma, Kemerovo, Amur, and 

Penza Regions in July and August and opened criminal cases against another 16 people, 
six of whom remain in custody (see below). 

 

https://bit.ly/2QHL4WG
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The Jehovah's Witnesses have largely been charged (or named as suspects) under 

Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1 or Part 2 ("Organisation of" or "Participation in the 

activities of a banned extremist organisation"). For exercising their right to freedom of 

religion and belief by meeting for worship, they stand accused of "continuing the 
activities" of the Jehovah's Witness Administrative Centre and its subsidiary local 

organisations, all of which the Russian Supreme Court ruled extremist and ordered 

liquidated in April 2017. 

 
Investigators have also charged a few individuals under Criminal Code Article 282.3, Part 

1 ("financing of extremist activity"), or Article 282.2, Part 1.1 ("Inclination, recruitment 

or other involvement of a person in an extremist organisation"). 

 
These prosecutions are happening despite the Supreme Court judges' insistence when 

they issued the ruling that it "does not amount to prohibition of the religion of Jehovah's 

Witnesses as such", and despite the fact that the Russian government has twice claimed 

that the ban "does not contain a restriction or prohibition on individual profession of 

[Jehovah's Witness] teachings". 
 

As a direct result of the Supreme Court's 2017 decision, arrests and interrogations of 

Jehovah's Witnesses and searches of their homes began in January 2018 and show no 

sign of stopping. So far, criminal investigations are underway in the following regions: 
Amur, Republic of Bashkortostan, Belgorod, Ivanovo, Jewish Autonomous Region, 

Kamchatka, Khabarovsk, Kemerovo, Kostroma, Krasnoyarsk, Magadan, Murmansk, 

Omsk, Orenburg, Penza, Perm, Primorye, Pskov, Republic of Sakha-Yakutiya, Saratov, 

Republic of Tatarstan, and Tomsk. 
 

Will Human Rights Ombudsperson respond to appeals? 

 

Individual Jehovah's Witnesses have appealed to Tatyana Moskalkova, Human Rights 
Ombudsperson of the Russian Federation, the European Association of Jehovah's 

Witnesses told Forum 18 on 13 September. The Association is unaware, however, that 

any of them has received any assistance. 

 

Forum 18 wrote to the office of Human Rights Ombudsperson Moskalkova on 7 
September, asking why law enforcement agencies use armed force in operations against 

pacifist Jehovah's Witnesses, why so many people are in pre-trial detention, and whether 

the Ombudsperson's office is doing anything to help them. Forum 18 has received no 

response as of the end of the Moscow working day on 13 September. 
 

On 21 June, the Presidential Council on Human Rights asked Russia's General 

Prosecutor's Office to examine the legality of the recent prosecutions of Jehovah's 

Witnesses and take measures to protect their constitutional rights. "We do not, however, 
know of any consequences of this request," the European Association of Jehovah's 

Witnesses commented to Forum 18. 

 

In early August, human rights organisation Memorial recognised the 29 Jehovah's 

Witnesses then known to be in custody or under house arrest as political prisoners. "We 
demand an immediate end to all persecution of Jehovah's Witnesses for their religious 

affiliation," Memorial stated on its website on 3 August. They now list 41 Jehovah's 

Witnesses. 

 
Memorial pointed out that the 2017 Supreme Court ruling "listed no examples of violation 

of public order by [Jehovah's Witnesses], manifestations of aggression or violence on 

their part, [or] evidence that their peaceful religious activities threatened the security of 

the Russian Federation and required measures to prevent it". 
 

Muslims also targeted 
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Muslim readers of works by theologian Said Nursi are also prosecuted under "anti-

extremism" legislation and have frequently been imprisoned or fined. Typically, such 

Muslims meet in private homes to study Islam, with one or more expounding on Nursi's 
works. They also pray, eat, and drink tea together, and do not seek state permission to 

meet. 

 

Four people have been convicted so far in 2018 of "continuing the activities" of banned 
"extremist" organisation "Nurdzhular" (which Muslims in Russia deny even exists). Two 

have begun serving their custodial sentences (one of them of eight years), one received 

a suspended sentence, and one received a fine. Two others are still on trial (see F18News 

21 August 2018 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2406).  
 

Typical raids 

 

The latest searches followed a now-familiar pattern. Law enforcement operatives from a 

variety of agencies, including armed men in masks and body armour, arrive at Jehovah's 
Witnesses' homes usually late at night or early in the morning. The occupants are 

sometimes made to lie on the floor or face the wall while the officers search their flats 

and houses. Officers then confiscate a similar range of possessions – electronic devices, 

bank cards, personal photographs, and books – and take the Jehovah's Witnesses, 
including children and the elderly, to a police station or Investigative Committee office for 

questioning. 

 

Interrogations can last several hours, after which most people are released (some under 
travel restrictions). Others are kept in temporary detention until investigators decide 

whether to apply to a court for longer-term restrictive measures – they must do this 

within 48 hours of the initial detention. 

 
A judge must then decide whether to grant an investigator's request to place an 

individual in detention or under house arrest. An initial period of detention/house arrest 

lasts for two months from the date the criminal case was opened (usually on or shortly 

before the date of the raid). Towards the end of this period, investigators must return to 

court if they wish to seek an extension. Detainees may appeal to a higher court to have 
these restrictive measures lifted or reduced – on occasion, such appeals may be 

successful. 

 

Trials already underway 
 

None of the cases initiated in 2018 has yet come to court. The trials of three Jehovah's 

Witnesses charged with "extremism" offences not directly related to the 2017 nationwide 

ban are, however, already underway. 
 

Dennis Ole Christensen – who has been in detention since May 2017 - has appeared 38 

times so far at Oryol's Railway District Court. He is on trial under Criminal Code Article 

282.2, Part 1 for "continuing the activities" of the Oryol Jehovah's Witness community, 

which was ruled "extremist" and liquidated by Oryol Regional Court in 2016 (see 
F18News 18 July 2017 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2297). His next 

hearing is due on 25 September. On 30 July, the judge extended Christensen's detention 

until 1 November. 

 
Arkadya Akopovich Akopyan has undergone 20 hearings (the latest on 5 September) at 

Prokhladny District Court in Kabardino-Balkariya. He is charged under Criminal Code 

Article 282, Part 1 ("Actions directed at the incitement of hatred [nenavist] or enmity 

[vrazhda], as well as the humiliation of an individual or group of persons on the basis of 
sex, race, nationality, language, origin, attitude to religion, or social group"). 
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Prosecutors accuse Akopyan of giving sermons which "degraded the dignity" of Orthodox 

and Muslim clergy, condoning Pussy Riot's demonstration in Moscow's Cathedral of Christ 

the Saviour in 2012, and giving banned "extremist" literature to his community (see 

F18News 20 February 2018 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2355).  
 

Former Jehovah's Witness elder Yury Viktorovich Zalipayev has made three appearances 

so far at Maysky District Court (also in Kabardino-Balkariya) on charges under Criminal 

Cose Article 280, Part 1 ("Public calls for extremist activity") and Article 282, Part 1 
("Actions directed at the incitement of hatred [nenavist] or enmity [vrazhda], as well as 

the humiliation of an individual or group of persons on the basis of sex, race, nationality, 

language, origin, attitude to religion, or social group"). His next hearing is due to take 

place on 17 September. 
 

Zalipayev is accused of "inciting hatred towards Christian clergy" by allegedly giving his 

parishioners copies of a banned Jehovah's Witness magazine (see F18News 25 August 

2017 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2310). 

 
Financial restrictions, harsh prison conditions 

 

Twelve Jehovah's Witnesses appear on the Federal Financial Monitoring Service 

(Rosfinmonitoring) "List of Terrorists and Extremists", whose assets banks are obliged to 
freeze (apart from small transactions). Ten of these are among those arrested in 2018 as 

a direct result of the Supreme Court's 2017 liquidation ruling. 

 

Conditions for those in pre-trial custody are "no different from those of other detainees", 
Jehovah's Witness spokesman Yaroslav Sivulsky commented to Forum 18 in July. Russian 

prisons and detention centres are notoriously harsh, however, and Sivulsky added on 11 

September that lawyers had observed a number of problems: detainees are allowed to 

shower only once a week and to go for only short walks; they must sleep, eat, go to the 
toilet, and wash their clothes in their cells, which have nowhere to dry laundry; the 

health of some detainees is deteriorating because of the damp and lack of fresh air, and 

some prisons do not offer proper medical care. 

 

Although in most prisons the Jehovah's Witnesses have been permitted to read the Bible, 
lawyers claim that in certain others they have not, in violation of the law on prisoners' 

right to freedom of religion and belief. 

 

Kamchatka: Yelizovo 
 

In the town of Yelizovo, investigators have charged three people under Article 282.2, Part 

1, all of whom are at liberty (though two are under travel restrictions). 

 
Investigative Committee officials led at least three searches of Jehovah's Witness homes 

on 19 August, accompanied by armed troops of the Kamchatka Region National Guard. 

They initially detained a total of 11 people, the jw-russia.org news website reported on 

22 August, including one who is underage. After "many hours" of questioning, most were 

released, but investigators sent Vera Ivanovna Zolotova (born 1946), Snezhana 
Yevgenyeva Bazhenova (born 1977), and Bazhenova's husband Konstantin 

Aleksandrovich Bazhenov (born 1977) to a temporary detention centre. 

 

On 21 August, Judge Ruslan Maslov of Yelizovo District Court ordered that Bazhenov 
should be held in pre-trial custody until 18 October. On 29 August, however, Bazhenov 

was released by order of Judge Aleksey Ivankin of Kamchatka Regional Court (according 

to the court website), who decided to impose no further restrictive measures. 

 
Bazhenova and Zolotova were released from the temporary detention centre on 21 

August and investigators placed them under travel restrictions. 
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None of the three yet appears on the Rosfinmonitoring "List of Terrorists and Extremists". 

 

In a press statement on 21 August, the Kamchatka Region Investigative Committee 
claimed that the searches of "dwellings of primary participants in the Jehovah's Witness 

religious association" "coincided with the moment of collective worship" and that 

"computer drives, printed items from the Federal List of Extremist Materials, and 

handwritten notes were seized". 
 

The Investigative Committee confirmed in a further statement on 22 August that it was 

continuing to investigate a case under Article 282.2, Part 1, based on materials provided 

by the FSB and the Interior Ministry Centre for Countering Extremism. It claimed that the 
three accused (who are not named) "organised the activity" of the Jehovah's Witnesses 

between July 2017 and August 2018, and that Bazhenov, "as director of this religious 

organisation, repeatedly advised people at a lower religious level how to conduct 

themselves with law enforcement agents and had a strong moral influence on followers of 

the Jehovah's Witnesses in the town of Yelizovo". It also accuses Bazhenov of 
"[imposing] his religious extremist beliefs on young parishioners and his underage 

daughter". According to the statement, Bazhenov has refused to cooperate with 

investigators. 

 
According to federal tax records, Konstantin Bazhenov was not the chairman of Yelizovo's 

former registered Jehovah's Witness community, nor was he among the founder 

members. Snezhana Bazhenova and Vera Zolotova were also not founder members. 

 
Forum 18 wrote to the Kamchatka Region Investigative Committee before the start of the 

Kamchatka working day on 4 September, asking why it deemed armed force to be 

necessary, why the Jehovah's Witnesses were considered dangerous, and why Konstantin 

Bazhenov needed to be held in pre-trial detention. No reply has been received. 
 

Khabarovsk 

 

FSB personnel and police raided four homes in the Far Eastern city of Khabarovsk on 2 

August. They took some occupants to a police station and others to the FSB's offices for 
questioning and fingerprinting, then released most of them, according to the jw-

russia.org news website. 

 

On 3 August, investigators had Valery Vasilyevich Moskalenko (born 1967) placed in pre-
trial detention; he has been charged under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 2. During 

the five-hour search of his home, his 83-year-old mother, who has heart problems, was 

taken ill and had to be called an ambulance, Jehovah's Witnesses claimed. 

 
Moskalenko's name has not yet been added to the Rosfinmonitoring "List of Terrorists 

and Extremists". His prison address is: Investigation Prison No. 1, ulitsa 

Znamenshchikova, 6, Khabarovsk 680038. 

 

Moskalenko was not among the founder members of the registered Jehovah's Witness 
community in Khabarovsk which was liquidated as a result of the Supreme Court's ruling 

in 2017. He was, however, among those of the "Oblachnaya" community, also in 

Khabarovsk, which was dissolved in 2012. 

 
Forum 18 wrote to the Khabarovsk Region FSB before the start of the Khabarovsk 

working day on 4 September, asking why it had thought it necessary to use armed force 

during the raids, and why it had been necessary to put Moskalenko in pre-trial detention. 

No reply has been received. 
 

Kamchatka: Vilyuchinsk 
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Also in Kamchatka, "dozens" of armed FSB operatives and police in balaclavas carried out 

several raids on Jehovah's Witness homes in the town of Vilyuchinsk on 30 July, after the 

Investigative Committee opened a criminal case against a married couple. Both have 
been named as suspects under Article 282.2, Part 1 and Part 1.1, but are currently under 

no restrictive measures.  

 

Officers took Mikhail Yuryevich Popov (born 1962) and his wife Yelena Vyacheslavovna 
(born 1963) to a temporary detention centre – on 1 August, Mikhail was placed in pre-

trial detention and Yelena's temporary detention extended to 72 hours, later commuted 

to house arrest; their whereabouts remained unknown for some time, the jw-russia.org 

news website reported on 1 August. 
 

After successful appeals at Kamchatka Regional Court, Mikhail Popov was released from 

detention on 9 August after 11 days behind bars, and Yelena Popova was released on 10 

August after 4 days in detention and 7 days under house arrest. 

 
Neither of the Popovs has so far been added to the Rosfinmonitoring "List of Terrorists 

and Extremists". According to federal tax records, Mikhail Popov was among the founder 

members of Vilyuchinsk's former registered Jehovah's Witness community, but Yelena 

Popova was not. 
 

Forum 18 wrote to the Kamchatka Region FSB and Investigative Committee before the 

start of the Kamchatka working day on 4 September, asking why armed officers had 

been deployed and why Mikhail Popov had been detained. No reply has been received. 
 

Primorye: Nakhodka and Razdolnoye 

 

Another man is in custody and has been charged under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 
1 after armed law enforcement agents raided the home of his 90-year-old mother-in-law 

early in the morning of 28 July. 

 

Dmitry Barmakin (born 1974) and his wife Yelena, who live in Crimea, had been visiting 

Yelena's mother in the town of Nakhodka to take care of her. Officers took both Dmitry 
and Yelena away for questioning; they then placed Dmitry in a temporary detention 

centre, from which he was transferred on 30 July to pre-trial custody by order of Judge 

Svetlana Barabash of Pervorechensk District Court in Vladivostok. He will be held until 27 

September. 
 

After interrogation, investigators released Yelana Barmakina without charge, but 

allegedly warned her that she would "be next", according to the jw-russia.org news 

website. 
 

Dmitry Barmakin does not yet appear on the Rosfinmonitoring "List of Terrorists and 

Extremists". His prison address is: Investigation Prison No. 1, Partizansky prospekt, 28b, 

Vladivostok, 690106 

 
Forum 18 wrote to the Primorye Region Investigative Committee before the start of its 

working day on 4 September, asking why armed force had been used and why 

investigators had thought it necessary to hold Dmitry Barmakin in pre-trial custody. No 

reply has been received. 
 

Armed and masked law enforcement operatives, including FSB officers, had already 

raided the homes of several elderly people in the Primorye Region. During the searches 

in Razdolnoye village on 19 July, they allegedly struck one 75-year-old man in the face 
and forced him to lie on the floor; in another flat, another over-70 had a fit and had to be 

taken by ambulance to intensive care, Jehovah's Witnesses claim. 
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After the searchers had seized the Jehovah's Witnesses' phones and computers, they 

took some people away for several hours of questioning. A criminal case has been 

opened, Jehovah's Witness spokesman Yaroslav Sivulsky told Forum 18 on 4 September, 
but nobody is known to have been charged or named as a suspect, and nobody from 

Razdolnoye has been placed in detention or under other restrictive measures. 

 

Forum 18 wrote to the Primorye Region Investigative Committee before the start of its 
working day on 4 September, asking why armed officers had been deployed, in what way 

Jehovah's Witness pensioners could be considered dangerous, and whether officers had 

indeed struck the elderly man. No reply has been received. 

 
Kostroma 

 

Kostroma saw three armed raids by riot police on Jehovah's Witness homes on 25 July, 

during which at least one front door was broken down, computer equipment and bibles 

were confiscated, and Sergey Alekseyevich Rayman (born 1996) and Valeriya 
Aleksandrovna Rayman (born 1993) were taken away for interrogation and later placed 

in a temporary detention centre. They have now been charged under Article 282.2, Part 1 

and Part 2 respectively. 

 
On 26 July, Sverdlovsk District Court placed Sergey Rayman in pre-trial detention for two 

months. On 27 July, investigators released Valeriya Rayman under specific restrictive 

conditions – she is not allowed to go out at night, use the internet, telephone, or postal 

service, or talk to anybody else involved in the case. 
 

Neither has yet been added to the Rosfinmonitoring "List of Terrorists and Extremists". 

 

Sergey Rayman's prison address is: Investigation Prison No. 1, ulitsa Sovetskaya, 88, 
Kostroma 156005 

 

In a statement on 2 August, Kostroma Regional Investigative Committee accused the 

Raymans (whom it does not name) of "conducting illegal activity by organising and 

carrying out gatherings of members of the Jehovah's Witness local religious organisation 
of Kostroma". In June 2018, the statement continues, "at least two meetings of 

participants of this religious organisation were organised and conducted by the suspects 

at their place of residence. At the meetings held by the participants of the liquidated 

religious organisation, the ideology of this association and propaganda of its activities 
were discussed". 

 

Neither of the Raymans appears among the founder members of Kostroma's former 

registered Jehovah's Witness community, according to federal tax records. 
 

A member of staff in the Investigative Committee's investigation department told Forum 

18 on 13 September that inquiries about the case should be directed to the press service. 

When Forum 18 telephoned press service director Olga Vakurova, she said questions 

could be accepted only by fax. 
 

Kemerovo Region: Beryozovsky 

 

FSB operatives searched at least three homes in Beryozovsky in Kemerovo Region on 22 
July – at one address, they stormed the flat from the balcony, despite the fact that the 

householder had already opened the door to another group of officers, according to the 

jw-russia.org news website. Investigators took the Jehovah's Witnesses for questioning 

at the FSB's offices in Kemerovo.  
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On 24 July, Judge Natalya Naumova of Kemerovo's Central District Court ordered that 

Sergey Alekseyevich Britvin (born 1965) and Vadim Anatolyevich Levchuk (born 1972) 

should be kept in pre-trial detention until 19 September. Investigators have named both 

men as suspects in a criminal case opened under Article 282.2, Part 2. 
 

Neither yet appears in on the Rosfinmonitoring "List of Terrorists and Extremists". Their 

prison address is: Investigation Prison No. 1, Kuznetsky prospekt, 174, Kemerovo 

650993 
 

Forum 18 wrote to the Kemerovo Region FSB before the start of its working day on 4 

September, asking why armed force had been considered necessary and why Britvin and 

Levchuk had been detained. No reply has been received. 
 

Vadim Levchuk was the chairman of Beryozovsky's former registered Jehovah's Witness 

community, according to federal tax records. Sergey Britvin does not appear among the 

community's founder members. 

 
Amur Region: Blagoveshchensk 

 

The FSB also led searches of the homes of at least three people in Blagoveshchensk on 

20 July, beginning at 7am. One man, Dmitry Mikhailovich Golik (born 26 March 1987) 
has been charged under Article 282.2, Part 2 and placed under travel restrictions. 

 

The jw-russia.org news website reported on 23 July that the FSB had had a listening 

device in Golik's home for almost six months: "Such unceremonious intrusion into private 
life, the violation of the right to inviolability of the home, [and] personal and family 

secrets, has become possible as part of the brutal persecution unleashed against 

Jehovah's Witnesses". 

 
Golik claims that, according to investigators, there was also a camera in his flat and that 

they were "aware of everything that went on". 

 

Forum 18 wrote to the Amur Region FSB before the start of its working day on 4 

September, asking why it had considered it necessary to bug Golik's flat. No reply has 
been received. 

 

Dmitry Golik does not appear among the founder members of Blagoveshchensk's former 

registered Jehovah's Witness community (a man who appears to be his father does). 
 

Penza 

 

Investigators have charged four men in Penza under Article 282.2, Part 1 and Article 
282.2, Part 2, after police and Investigative Committee personnel conducted 

simultaneous raids on four homes on 15 July.  

 

Officers seized electronic devices, photographs, and documents, and took about 40 

people to police stations for questioning, leaving their children at home alone. Jehovah's 
Witnesses say they were "humiliated and intimidated" by the process – one female 

investigator allegedly made six women undress completely for "personal searches". 

 

After interrogations which lasted past midnight, most people were released, but Vladimir 
Aleksandrovich Alushkin (born 1964), Vladimir Aleksandrovich Kulyasov (born 1974), 

Andrei Aleksandrovich Magliv (born 1984), and Denis Vladimirovich Timoshin (born 1980) 

were all sent to a temporary detention centre for 48 hours. 
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Later, investigators charged Alushkin under Article 282.2, Part 1 and had him placed in 

pre-trial custody until 14 September. Kulyasov, Magliv, and Timoshin were all charged 

under Article 282.2, Part 2 and placed under house arrest. 

 
None of the four has yet been added to the Rosfinmonitoring "List of Terrorists and 

Extremists". Alushkin's prison address is: Investigation Prison No. 1, ulitsa Karakozova, 

30, Penza 440039 

 
In a statement on 8 August, Penza Region Investigative Committee asserted that 

Alushkin, "knowing with certainty" that the Jehovah's Witness Administrative Centre had 

been liquidated and Jehovah's Witness activities banned as extremist, "from July 2017 to 

July 2018, resumed and organised the activities of the local religious organisation of 
Jehovah's Witnesses 'Arbekovo, Penza'". 

 

"This organisation promoted the superiority of followers of Jehovah's Witness teachings 

over other people, a negative assessment of [non-Jehovah's Witnesses] and the 

prompting of a break in family relations with them, [and] an appeal to refuse medical 
intervention, including emergency intervention to save human life", the statement 

continues. Investigators allege that Alushkin managed the activities of the "'Arbekova, 

Penza' Jehovah's Witness cell", "distributed responsibilities among its participants and 

exercised control over them, gave instructions on the involvement of new participants 
from among their relatives and friends and on the dissemination of the extremist 

organisation's ideology and beliefs among Penza residents by means of the relevant 

literature, and received reports on the work done and money in the form of donations 

from participants". 
 

"In turn, participants in the extremist organisation… carried out work aimed at professing 

and propagating the corresponding ideology and faith: for the purpose of propaganda, 

they held conversations with Penza residents in public places and residential quarters, 
participated in secret meetings and other activities carried out by this organisation, and 

paid cash in the form of contributions". 

 

According to federal tax records, Alushkin was not the chair of the former "Arbekovo, 

Penza" registered Jehovah's Witness community and does not appear among its founder 
members – nor does any of the other three men charged on its committee. 

 

A spokeswoman for Penza Regional Investigative Committee directed Forum 18 to call 

Lieutenant Colonel Andrei Chepanov, head of the First Department for the Investigation 
of Particularly Important Cases of Crimes against the Person and Public Security. When 

Forum 18 telephoned Colonel Chepanov and asked to discuss the criminal case against 

the Jehovah's Witnesses, he said he could not comment over the phone and immediately 

ended the call. 
 

Some earlier detainees transferred to house arrest 

 

In Orenburg, Vladimir Kochnyov and Aleksandr Suvorov were released from pre-trial 

detention on 3 August, after 78 days, by order of Judge Inna Yangubayeva of the city's 
Lenin District Court. Both men are now under house arrest.  

 

In Magadan, Konstantin Petrov was released from pre-trial custody on 3 August after a 

judge at Magadan Regional Court upheld his appeal against his detention. He too has 
been placed under house arrest. 
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Ibragim Ibragimov and Others v. Russia: Application of 
the law on extremism to peaceful religious groups 

invalidated 

By Patricia Duval, Human Rights Attorney, Paris 

 

Freedom of Conscience (13.09.2018) - https://bit.ly/2D5jcsY - In a landmark decision, 
Ibragim Ibragimov and others v. Russia (28 August 2018),1 the European Court of 

Human Rights has invalidated the Russian Extremism Law as far as the Law’s definition 

of extremism allows the ban of religious publications even in the absence of any violence 

or hate speech.  
 

The decision is extremely significant as the Human Rights Court found that any 

application of the Extremism Law must be based on actual incitement to hatred or 

violence in order to justify any restriction of freedom of expression of religious beliefs.  
 

It is also significant that the Human Rights Court rejected the national courts’ reliance 

and wholesale adoption of the findings of one-sided experts’ reports to rule religious 

publications extremist, without any meaningful and independent analysis by the courts of 

materials characterized as extremist by experts retained by the government. The Human 
Rights Court also emphasized that the civil or criminal parties must be given an 

opportunity to adduce counter-evidence to counter extremist charges. The total process 

relied on by the courts in Russia in extremist cases has constituted a breach of the 

equality of arms principle, a practice of Russian courts which has become systematic in 
the recent years.  

  

The case was referred to the Court by three applicants, a Russian national, a publisher 

and a religious association, who complained that the Russian courts had ruled in 2007 
and 2010 that books by Said Nursi, a well-known Turkish Muslim theologian and 

commentator of the Qur’an, were extremist and banned their publication and distribution.  

 

The applicants relied both on Article 9 (freedom of religion or belief) and Article 10 

(freedom of expression) of the Convention. As the case concerned a ban on the 
distribution of books, and the books at issue were a commentary on the Qur’an, the 

Court deemed that it had to be examined under Article 10, interpreted in the light of 

Article 9.  

 
The Court found that the ban, which amounted to an interference by the Russian State 

with the right to freedom of expression of Nursi’s followers’ religious convictions, had not 

been justified by the Russian courts and was not necessary in a democratic society.  

 
In doing so, the Court detailed its principles and case law on “hate speech” which must 

be characterized to allow restrictions of freedom of speech.2  

 

1. Hate Speech  
 

The Court noted that, under paragraph 2 of Article 10,  the exercise of freedom of 

expression carries with it duties and responsibilities, and in particular, in the context of 

religious beliefs, the general requirement to ensure the peaceful enjoyment of the rights 

                                         
1
 Ibragim Ibragimov and others v. Russia, Nos 1413/08 and 28621/11.  

2 Gündüz v. Turkey, No. 35071/97, para. 41.  

https://bit.ly/2D5jcsY
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guaranteed under Article 9 to the holders of such beliefs, including a duty to “avoid as far 

as possible expressions that are gratuitously offensive to others and thus an infringement 

of their rights, and which therefore do not contribute to any form of public debate 

capable of furthering progress in human affairs”.  
 

On the other hand, the Court has also emphasised that those who choose to exercise the 

freedom to manifest their religion, irrespective of whether they do so as members of a 

religious majority or a minority, cannot reasonably expect to be exempt from all 
criticism. They must tolerate and accept the denial by others of their religious beliefs and 

even the propagation by others of doctrines hostile to their faith.  

 

This reasoning has been developed in its jurisprudence on so-called “blasphemy laws”. In 
this line, the Court issued a decision on 18 July 2018 in the so-called “Pussy Riot” case3 

where it defined clearly what can be considered “hate speech”. In this case, the Court 

referred to the General Policy Recommendation no. 15 on Combating Hate Speech 

adopted by ECRI4 on 8 December 2015 which defined “hate speech” as follows:  

 
“Considering that hate speech is to be understood for the purpose of the present 

General Policy Recommendation as the advocacy, promotion or incitement, in any 

form, of the denigration, hatred or vilification of a person or group of persons, as 

well as any harassment, insult, negative stereotyping, stigmatization or threat in 
respect of such a person or group of persons and the justification of all the 

preceding types of expression, on the ground of "race", colour, descent, national 

or ethnic origin, age, disability, language, religion or belief, sex, gender, gender 

identity, sexual orientation and other personal characteristics or status;  
(…)  

Recognising also that forms of expression that offend, shock or disturb will not on 

that account alone amount to hate speech and that action against the use of hate 

speech should serve to protect individuals and groups of persons rather than 
particular beliefs, ideologies or religions;”  

 

In the Pussy Riot case, the feminist applicants, wearing flashy clothes and balaclavas, 

burst into Moscow’s Christ the Saviour Cathedral and attempted to perform a song “Punk 

Prayer – Virgin Mary, Drive Putin Away” from the altar, in order to protest against the 
Orthodox Patriarch support of Putin’s politics. They were put in custody and found guilty 

by the District Court under Article 213 § 2 of the Russian Criminal Code of hooliganism 

for reasons of religious hatred and enmity and sentenced each of them to two years’ 

imprisonment. The trial court held that the applicants’ choice of venue and their apparent 
disregard for the cathedral’s rules of conduct had demonstrated their enmity towards the 

feelings of Orthodox believers, and that the religious feelings of those present in the 

cathedral had therefore been offended.  

 
In contrast, the European Court found that, although certain reactions to the applicants’ 

actions might have been warranted by the demands of protecting the rights of others on 

account of the breach of the rules of conduct in a religious institution, the applicants 

actions and speech did not rise to the level of hate speech as the applicants’ actions 

neither contained elements of violence, nor stirred up or justified violence, hatred or 
intolerance of believers.  

 

                                         

3
 Mariya Alekhina v. Russia, No. 38004/12.  

4
 ECRI, the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance, under the Council of 

Europe.  
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The Court reiterated that, in principle, peaceful and non-violent forms of expression 

should not be made subject to the threat of imposition of a custodial sentence or criminal 

sanctions and concluded to a violation of Article 10 of the Convention since the sanctions 

were not proportionate to the legitimate aim pursued.  
 

2. Russian Extremism Law in the Context of Religious Literature 

 

In the Said Nursi’s followers’ case, the ban of religious books as extremist publications by 
national courts was based on the Extremism Law, specifically on its definition of 

extremist activity at Article 1, and in particular incitement of religious discord (Article 

1.1.3) and propaganda about people’s superiority or deficiency on the basis of their 

attitude to religion (Article 1.1.4).  
 

 The Court underlined from the outset that the Extremism Law does not require any 

element of violence or incitement to violence for such an activity to constitute “extremist 

activity”, a point which has been criticized by the Venice Commission5 in its 2012 

Opinion.6   
 

Regarding Article 1.1 point 3 of the Law, the Venice Commission stated that “in order to 

qualify ‘stirring up of social, racial, ethnic or religious discord’ as ‘extremist activity’, the 

definition should expressly require the element of violence.”  
 

Regarding Article 1.1 point 4 of the Law ‘propaganda of the exceptional nature, 

superiority or deficiency of persons on the basis of their social, racial, ethnic, religious or 

linguistic affiliation or attitude to religion’, the Commission found:  
“In the view of the Venice Commission, to proclaim as extremist any religious 

teaching or proselytising activity aimed at proving that a certain worldview is a 

superior explanation of the universe, may affect the freedom of conscience or 

religion of many persons and could easily be abused in an effort to suppress a 
certain church thereby affecting not only the freedom of conscience or religion but 

also the freedom of association. The ECtHR protects proselytism and the freedom 

of the members of any religious community or church to ‘try to convince’ other 

people through ‘teachings’. The freedom of conscience and religion is of an 

intimate nature and is therefore subject to fewer possible limitations in 
comparison to other human rights: only manifestations of this freedom can be 

limited, but not the teachings themselves.”  

 

And the Commission concluded:  
 

“It therefore appears that under the extremist activity in point 4, not only 

religious extremism involving violence but also the protected expressions of 

freedom of conscience and religion may lead to the application of preventive and 
corrective measures. This seems to be confirmed by worrying reports of extensive 

scrutiny measures of religious literature having led, in recent years, to the 

qualification of numerous religious texts as ‘extremist material’.”  

 

The European Court actually followed the same line and found that the application of 
these provisions of the Law to Said Nursi publications violated the right to freedom of 

                                         
5
 European Commission for Democracy through Law (the Venice Commission), under the 

Council of Europe.  

6
 Opinion of the Venice Commission on the Federal Law on Combating Extremist Activity, 

adopted by the Venice Commission at its 91st Plenary Session (Venice, 15-16 June 2012).  
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expression of religious beliefs of its followers since the Russian authorities had not 

demonstrated any incitement to violence or hatred.  

 

3. Systematic Reliance on One-Sided Experts’ Reports  
 

The Court first noted that the national courts simply endorsed the overall findings of one-

sided experts’ reports to declare the religious books extremist, without making any 

meaningful assessment of those findings. They instructed linguists and psychologists, 
who were not expert in religions, to examine the religious texts and to provide the courts 

with a report on their qualification of extremist publications. This alone was not conform 

to what experts’ reports are supposed to provide. The Court stated:  

 
“The Court notes that the District Court endorsed the experts’ conclusions without 

making any meaningful assessment of them, stating simply that it had no reason 

to doubt them. (…) Moreover, the relevant expert examinations went far beyond 

resolving merely language or psychology issues. Rather than restricting 

themselves to defining the meaning of particular words and expressions or 
explaining their potential psychological impact, they provided in essence a legal 

qualification of the texts. Indeed, it is evident from the judgment that it was not 

the court which made the crucial legal findings as to the extremist nature of the 

books, but the linguistics and psychology experts. The Court stresses that all legal 
matters must be resolved exclusively by the courts.”    

 

The Court also noted that the national courts ignored the fact that Nursi’s books belonged 

to moderate, mainstream Islam. It observed that Said Nursi is a well-known Turkish 
Muslim theologian and commentator of the Qur’an. Muslim authorities both in Russia and 

abroad, as well as Islamic studies scholars, all affirm that Said Nursi’s texts belong to 

moderate mainstream Islam, advocate open and tolerant relationships and cooperation 

between religions, and oppose any use of violence.  
 

However, the national courts denied the applicants the possibility to provide evidence in 

this regard and rebut their experts’ reports. The Court found:  

 

It is also significant that the applicants were unable to contest the findings of the 
expert reports or to effectively put forward arguments in defence of their position. 

Indeed, the District Court summarily rejected all evidence submitted by them, 

including the opinions of Muslim authorities and Islamic studies scholars who 

explained the historical context in which the books had been written, their place in 
the body of Islamic religious literature, in particular the fact that they belonged to 

moderate rather than radical Islam, their importance for the Russian Muslim 

community and their general message of tolerance, interreligious cooperation and 

opposition to violence (…). Although the above facts were plainly relevant for the 
assessment of whether banning the books was justified, the Koptevskiy District 

Court did not make any meaningful analysis of that material, holding that it 

should be disregarded because the persons cited by the applicants were not 

linguists or psychologists and were therefore not competent to establish the 

meaning of the contested texts. (emphasis added)  
 

The European Court previously found a violation of Article 10 of the Convention on 

account of a breach of equality of arms in freedom-of-expression cases, in particular in 

situations where the applicants had been hindered in adducing evidence in support of 
their position or where the domestic courts had dismissed all the arguments in the 

applicant’s defence in a summary manner, thereby stripping him of the procedural 

protection that he had been entitled to enjoy by virtue of his rights under Article 10 of 

the Convention.  
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The Court reached the same conclusion in the present case and concluded that the 

domestic courts did not apply standards which were in conformity with the principles 

embodied in Article 10.  

 
The Court also found that the national court took terms and expressions out of context to 

declare the books extremist.  

 

Relying on the experts’ reports, the domestic court noted, in particular, that Muslims 
were described in the book positively as “the faithful” and “the just”, while everyone else 

was described negatively as “the dissolute”, “the philosophers”, “the idle talkers” and 

“little men”. The book also proclaimed that not to be a Muslim was an “infinitely big 

crime”. The domestic court concluded from those expressions that the book treated non-
Muslims as inferior to Muslims.  

 

Although the European Court accepted that some people might be offended by such 

statements, it reiterated that merely because a remark may be perceived as offensive or 

insulting by particular individuals or groups does not mean that it constitutes “hate 
speech”.  

 

Whilst such sentiments are understandable, they alone cannot set the limits of freedom 

of expression. For the Court, the key issue in the present case was thus whether the 
statements in question, when read as a whole and in their context, could be seen as 

promoting violence, hatred or intolerance.  

 

The Court found that the domestic court did not assess the statements in question in the 
light of the book as a whole; it quoted them out of their immediate textual context and 

failed to examine which idea they sought to impart. In particular, it did not take into 

account the fact that they were part of a religious text and that, according to the experts, 

such statements were common in religious texts because any monotheistic religion was 
“characterised by a psychologically based belief in the superiority of its world-view over 

all other world-views, which made it necessary to substantiate the choice of that world-

view”, in particular by claiming that it was better than the others.  

 

Although the impugned statements clearly promoted the idea that it was better to be a 
Muslim than a non-Muslim, the Court found significant that they did not insult, hold up to 

ridicule or slander non-Muslims; nor did they use abusive terms in respect of them or of 

matters regarded as sacred by them.  

 
Furthermore, there was no indication in the judgment that the domestic court perceived 

those expressions as capable of leading to public disturbances. Neither the domestic 

courts nor the Government referred to any circumstances indicative of a sensitive 

background at the material time – such as existence of interreligious tensions or an 
atmosphere of hostility and hatred between religious communities in Russia – against 

which the impugned statements could risk unleashing violence, giving rise to serious 

interreligious frictions or leading to similar harmful consequences.  

 

In view of the above, the Court considered that the above-mentioned statements were 
not shown to be capable of inciting violence, hatred or intolerance.  

 

4. Denial of Proselytism Rights  

 
Lastly, the domestic court endorsed the experts’ finding that the books in question could 

influence the reader by making him adopt the author’s religious ideology and that that 

was indeed the author’s intention.  

 
In this regard, the European Court reiterated that freedom to manifest one’s religion 

includes the right to try to convince one’s neighbour, for example through “teaching”, 
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failing which “freedom to change [one’s] religion or belief”, enshrined in Article 9, would 

be likely to remain a dead letter, and stressed that, in the absence of improper 

proselytism, e.g. through the use of violence, the mere fact that the author’s intention 

was to convince the readers to adopt his religious beliefs was insufficient, in the Court’s 
view, to justify banning the book.  

 

In particular, the Court could not discern any element in the domestic courts’ analysis 

which would allow it to conclude that the book in question incited violence, religious 
hatred or intolerance, that the context in which it had been published was marked by 

heightened tensions or special social or historical background in Russia or that its 

circulation had led or could lead to harmful consequences. The Court concluded that it 

was not necessary, in a democratic society, to ban the book in question.  
 

In conclusion, the Court found that there has been a violation of Article 10 of the 

Convention.  

 

Conclusion  
 

The findings of the European Court in the Said Nursi case invalidated the provisions of 

the Russian Extemism Law in the following way.  

 
It found that in order to qualify religious publications as ‘extremist activity’ on the basis 

that they were ‘stirring up of religious discord’, the national courts must demonstrate 

that the publications in question, when read as a whole and in their context, could be 

seen as promoting violence, hatred or intolerance.  
 

It also found that the expression of the belief in the superiority of its world-view over all 

other world-views, which makes it necessary to substantiate the choice of that world-

view, in particular by claiming that it was better than the others, is common to all 
religions and does not suffice for accusing religious publications of being an ‘extremist 

activity’ based on ‘propaganda about people’s superiority or deficiency on the basis of 

their attitude to religion’.  

 

The same goes with proselytism, which is a right protected by the European Convention. 
The mere fact that the author’s intention was to convince the readers to adopt his 

religious beliefs is insufficient to justify banning a book.  

 

As long as there is no element which would allow the Court to conclude that the book in 
question incited violence, religious hatred or intolerance, that the context in which it had 

been published was marked by heightened tensions or that its circulation had led or could 

lead to harmful consequences, the Court found that the ban of the book violated Article 

10 interpreted in the light of Article 9 of the Convention.  
 

The Court also found that the systematic and wholesale reliance by Russian courts on the 

findings of one-sided experts’ reports, without any possibility for the defendants to bring 

contradictory evidence, breached the principle of equality of arms and violated the 

standards which were in conformity with the principles embodied in Article 10.  
 

Those findings should entail further developments since, as the Venice Commission 

already noted back in 2012, the Russian authorities have qualified numerous religious 

texts as ‘extremist materials’ in recent years and numerous applications are pending at 
the European Court, filed by various religious groups such as Jehovah’s Witnesses, 

Scientologists and others.  
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Persecution of Jehovah’s Witnesses  

Statement of Human Rights Without Frontiers at the OSCE/ODIHR Human 

Rights Dimension Meeting in Warsaw 
 
HRWF (13.09.2018) 

 

Chairman, 

 
In the Russian Federation, peaceful and law-abiding Jehovah’s Witnesses are being 

violently detained by security forces who physically and verbally ill-treat them as if they 

are terrorists based on the government’s assertion that their books and teachings 

“undermine confidence in Christian teachings.”  They are treated as violent, dangerous 

criminals, as members of an “extremist” organization. 
 

We know of 54 prosecutions under Administrative Code Article 20.29 in 2017, resulting in 

49 convictions, and the confiscation and destruction of literature. We know of 23 

members of the faith who are incarcerated, all based on an April 2017 Supreme Court 
Ruling that banned all Jehovah’s Witness groups. 

 

Jehovah’s Witnesses are under surveillance by wiretapping and videotaping. 

 
More than 200 Jehovah’s Witnesses have asked for asylum in Finland, fleeing police 

raids, criminal prosecution, and beatings. 

 

Russia’s Presidential Council on Human Rights has questioned the legality and validity of 
the criminal prosecutions of Jehovah’s Witnesses, stating that “There is a clear 

contradiction between the stated position of the Government of the Russian 

Federation and law enforcement practice. This is a cause for concern, as 

criminal prosecutions and arrests have become endemic.” 

 
Denials by the Government of the Russian Federation in response to concerns raised by 

the United Nations Human Rights Committee and the European Court of Human Rights, 

to the effect that there is no threat to freedom of religion posed by the Supreme Court 

Ruling and by the follow-up practices to which we have referred, lack credulity.  The 
Jehovah’s Witnesses in the Russian Federation are being arrested, detained and 

prosecuted because of their beliefs.   

 

The legalistic denials are simply evidence of a profound contempt for international human 
rights law and for those institutions.   And we are sorry to observe that the Russian 

Federation is also demonstrating its contempt for political commitments undertaken here, 

in the OSCE.  The persecution of an entire religious community by a participating State is 

unique in the history of the Helsinki Process.  It sets a terrifying precedent as evidence of 

the failure of this organization to protect human rights. 
 

Recommendations 

 

Like all of the main independent Russian human rights organizations, some of which were 
brutally persecuted by the Soviet Union but have illuminated principles that should 

inform civil society human rights activity, we demand that the Russian Federation: 
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 put an end to the prosecution of Jehovah’s Witnesses;  

 

 release from custody of all charged with extremism under Article 282.2 of the 

Criminal Code;  
 

 overturn the Supreme court ruling prohibiting the activity of Jehovah’s Witness 

organizations.   

 
We urge all participating States to make the same points and to back them up with 

bilateral policies that make clear that no democratic state that truly honors human rights 

can have a normal relationship with the Russian Federation as long as its persecution of 

the Jehovah’s Witnesses persists. 
 

Thank you. 

 

Jehovah's Witness draftee defends right to conscientious 
objection 

19-year-old resident of Altai territory files suit against draft commission. 

 

Russia Religion News (07.09.2018) - https://bit.ly/2xcJjb5 - On 16 July in Kamensky city 

court of the Altai territory, there was a session during which the lawsuit of a 19-year-old 
resident of the city of Kamnya against the draft commission of the military commissariat 

was reviewed. In his plaintiff's declaration he demanded that its refusal of performance 

of alternative civilian service be found to be illegal and the commission be required to 

give to him the pertinent opportunity. 

 
The conscript Aleksei Shapovalov, who graduated this year from the Kamensky 

Agrotechnology Junior College, was summoned to the military commissariat immediately 

after he received his diploma. The young man was included in the spring draft, which 

concluded on 15 July. The medical commission's conclusion was unambiguous: fit for 
military service. The young, physically strong fellow really does not have any 

contraindicators for army service. However he has special ideological notions on this 

matter. At sixteen years of age, at a pre-conscription commission, he indicated on a 

questionnaire that he is a Jehovah's Witness, as NIA-Altai reported. 
 

Back in the spring, Aleksei wrote an application to the military commissar to the effect 

that by virtue of convictions he cannot perform military training, and he asked that he be 

assigned to alternative civilian service. The draft commission responded with a refusal 
and ordered that he be drafted into military service on general grounds. 

 

"Ideological objection" to military service is a world-wide practice. In Russia the right to 

refuse conscription into armed forces on the basis of convictions is enshrined in the 

constitution. A citizen of the RF, in the event that his convictions or religious confession 
forbid performing military service, has the right to substitute for it alternative civilian 

service (article 59, part 3 of the Russian constitution). That is, pacifist inclinations of a 

person may be explained not only by religious conviction and affiliation with one 

confession or another. A conscript may explain his wish by personal convictions—
philosophical, moral, ethical, and so forth. 

 

"Upon consideration of the application of the conscript Aleksei Shapovalov, the military 

commission took into account only the fact that it was submitted later than the 
established deadline," the military commissar in the city of Kamen-on-Ob of the 

Kamensky and Krutikhinsky districts, Sergei Shabalin, said. "The federal law on 

alternative service (No. 113) says that the application must be submitted no later than 1 

https://bit.ly/2xcJjb5
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April for citizens who are supposed to be drafted in October to December of the current 

year, and no later than 1 October if the citizen is subject to draft in April to June of the 

next year. Citizen Shapovalov fell in the spring conscription campaign and consequently 

he was supposed to submit the application in the autumn of the past year. Actually, he 
submitted it only in March 2018. In rendering the decision to refuse alternative civilian 

service (ACS), the commission took only this into account and the religion and other 

convictions of the conscript were not considered. 

 
The refusal to substitute ACS for military service because the deadline had passed is the 

most frequent reason cited by draft commissions. And it is rather wide-spread judicial 

practice. 

 
Lawyers for the plaintiff called attention to the legal conflict that arises: the point of the 

federal law about ACS, which speaks of the deadlines for submitting an application and 

refusal of acceptance from the draftee, contradicts article 59 of the constitution of the 

Russian Federation. Yet another important argument in the plaintiff's favor was the fact 

that there also is a contradiction in the determination of the deadlines for the draft. 
Federal law No. 113 declares that the work of the spring draft commission ends on 30 

June. While as of the present time, all military commissariats of the country are using an 

order by the president of the RF extending the spring draft campaign to 15 July. The 

paradox consists in the fact that the federal law has greater jurisdiction than the 
president's order. 

 

Addressing the court, Aleksei showed that he independently calculated the deadlines for 

submitting applications, having studied the federal law on the draft. The deadline for the 
draft for him was 30 June of this year and the plaintiff properly (although mistakenly) 

supposed that he fell into the autumn draft. Therefore in his understanding the 

application for substitution of alternative civilian service for military service had been 

submitted in time. 
 

Lawyers for the plaintiff insisted that Aleksei's ignorance of the existence of an order 

extending the deadline of the spring draft is a valid reason. 

 

In the debates, the plaintiff's side also insisted on the existence of an ethical aspect—the 
profound moral convictions of the young man that conflicted cognitively with the 

necessity of performing military service are much more important than judicial casuistry. 

 

The court granted the request of the plaintiff in part: the decision of the draft commission 
refusing to accept the application for performing ACS was ruled to be illegal. The plaintiff 

and his lawyers refused to comment on the situation, arguing that the point of this story 

has still not been established. In the autumn, draftee Aleksei Shapovalov will again have 

to defend his right to perform alternative civilian service. (tr. by PDS, posted 11 
September 2018) 

 

 

 

 

 

Religion, banned books and the ECHR: Ibragimov and 
Others 

By Frank Cranmer 
 

LawandReligionUK.org (29.08.2018) - https://bit.ly/2BZElUR -  

 

https://bit.ly/2BZElUR
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Background 

 

Salekh Ogly Ibragimov, the Nuru Badi Cultural Educational Fund, a publisher based in 

Moscow, and the United Religious Board of Muslims of the Krasnoyarsk Region 
complained about the banning of various books written in the first half of the 20th 

century by Said Nursi, a Muslim Turkish scholar. The domestic courts had ruled in 2007 

and 2010 that the books were extremist: in particular, that they incited religious discord 

and constituted propaganda on the superiority of the Muslim faith, contrary to the 
provisions of the Suppression of Extremism Act 2002. In coming to their decisions, the 

domestic courts had relied on expert reports ordered by the court or submitted by the 

prosecutor that had been written by specialists in linguistics, philology, psychology and 

philosophy. Subsequent appeals were rejected. 
 

The judgment 

 

In Ibragim Ibragimov and Others v Russia [2018] ECHR 684, the Court noted that 

the domestic courts’ decision to ban the books from publication and distribution because 
they were “extremist” had been an interference by a public authority with the applicants’ 

rights under Article 10 ECHR (freedom of expression), interpreted in the light of their 

right to freedom of religion under Article 9. That interference had had a basis in national 

law under the Suppression of Extremism Act and had aimed at preventing disorder and 
protecting territorial integrity, public safety and the rights of others. However, overall, 

the Russian courts had failed to justify why it had been necessary to ban the books, 

which had first been published in Russia in 2000 – seven years before the ban – without 

them ever having caused interreligious tensions, let alone violence. They had also been 
translated into about 50 languages and were widely available in many countries without 

any problem. 

 

The domestic courts had not discussed the necessity of banning the books. They had 
banned them on the basis of experts’ conclusions without making their own assessment; 

nor had they specified which passages of the books were problematic. Furthermore, the 

experts’ report had gone far beyond issues of language or psychology and had strayed, in 

essence, into a legal classification of the texts – which, said the Court, was a legal matter 

exclusively for determination by the courts. 
 

Nor had the applicants been able to contest the expert reports. The courts had summarily 

rejected all evidence they had submitted, including the opinions of Muslim authorities and 

Islamic scholars who had explained the historical context in which the books had been 
written and the fact that they belonged to moderate rather than radical Islam, their 

importance for the Russian Muslim community and their general message of tolerance, 

interreligious cooperation and opposition to violence. Scholarly opinions had simply been 

disregarded because the authors of the expert reports had not been linguists or 
psychologists. 

 

Though the domestic courts had quoted several expressions which they considered 

problematic because they had promoted the idea that it was better to be a Muslim than a 

non-Muslim and had used military metaphors, they had not assessed those expressions 
in context and had failed to take into account that it was common in religious texts for a 

religion to claim that it was superior to other religions. Importantly, the texts in question 

had not been abusive towards non-Muslims nor insulted nor slandered them. Nor had the 

use of military metaphors been set in context. Similarly, the mere fact that Said Nursi’s 
intention had been to convince readers to adopt his religious beliefs was insufficient to 

justify the ban. 

 

As to Article 9, where several religions coexisted within the same population, it might be 
necessary to place limitations on freedom to manifest one’s religion or beliefs in order to 
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reconcile the interests of the various groups within society and ensure that everyone’s 

beliefs were respected. However: 

 

“The Court has frequently emphasised that States have responsibility for 
ensuring, neutrally and impartially, the exercise of various religions, faiths and 

beliefs. Their role is to help maintain public order, religious harmony and 

tolerance in a democratic society, particularly between opposing groups. That 

concerns both relations between believers and non‑believers and relations 

between the adherents of various religions, faiths and beliefs … The Court has also 

stressed that the State’s duty of neutrality and impartiality is incompatible with 

any power on the State’s part to assess the legitimacy of religious beliefs or the 
ways in which those beliefs are expressed … Accordingly, the role of the 

authorities in such circumstances is not to remove the cause of tension by 

eliminating pluralism, but to ensure that the competing groups tolerate each 

other” [90] 
 

As to Article 10: 

 

“The Court has consistently held that freedom of expression constitutes one of the 
essential foundations of a democratic society and one of the basic conditions for 

its progress and for each individual’s self‑fulfilment. Subject to paragraph 2 of 

Article 10, it is applicable not only to ‘information’ or ‘ideas’ that are favourably 
received or regarded as inoffensive or as a matter of indifference but also to those 

that offend, shock or disturb. Such are the demands of pluralism, tolerance and 

broad-mindedness without which there is no “democratic society”. As enshrined in 

Article 10, freedom of expression is subject to exceptions which must, however, 
be construed strictly, and the need for any restrictions must be established 

convincingly‘ [91: emphasis added]. 

 

It had not been “necessary in a democratic society” to ban the books in question and 
there had therefore been a violation of Article 10 [124]. 

 

Cite this article as: Frank Cranmer, "Religion, banned books and the ECHR: Ibragimov 

and Others" in Law & Religion UK, 29 August 2018, 

http://www.lawandreligionuk.com/2018/08/29/religion-banned-books-and-the-echr-
ibragimov-and-others/  

 

See the text of the decision of the European Court at https://bit.ly/2wzn3rN  

 

Followers of traditional religion run afoul of anti-
evangelism law 

Preachers of ancient Altai Faith convicted for missionary activity 

  
Religiia I Pravo/ Russia Religion News (28.08.2018) - 

https://www2.stetson.edu/~psteeves/relnews/180828a.html - The prosecutor's office of 
Kosh-Agachskii district, after conducting an inspection, established that in April 2018, 

citizens who came from Nizhnaia Talda distributed informational materials about the 

beliefs of an unregistered religious group among persons who were not members of that 

group, in the village of Mukhor-Tarkhata. 
  

A report from the press service of the prosecutor's office of the republic of Altai 

emphasizes that such activity is missionary activity and must be done in accordance with 

the requirements of the federal law "On freedom of conscience and religious 
associations." In their actions, the "missionaries" from Nizhnaia Talda violated the 

http://www.lawandreligionuk.com/2018/08/29/religion-banned-books-and-the-echr-ibragimov-and-others/
http://www.lawandreligionuk.com/2018/08/29/religion-banned-books-and-the-echr-ibragimov-and-others/
https://bit.ly/2wzn3rN
https://www2.stetson.edu/~psteeves/relnews/180828a.html
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procedure established by law, and therefore the prosecutor's office of Kosh-Agachskii 

district opened a case of administrative violation of law. A magistrate judge of the 

Ongudaiskii district found all of the "missionaries" guilty of committing an offense and 

assigned to them a penalty in the form of administrative fines of 5,000 rubles each. 
  

The report from the prosecutor's office does not specify how many residents of Nizhnaia 

Talda were fined. At the same time, judging on the basis of information from the system 

of judicial proceedings of the judicial district of the magistrate court of Ongudaiskii 
district, on 20 July magistrate judge Natalia Katasheva considered four cases based on 

part 4 of article 5.26 of the Code of Administrative Violations of Law with respect to O.G. 

Tyidanov, E.K. Sharapievaia, A.V. Ivanov, and E.E. Tyidanova. As a source acquainted 

with the situation explained to News of Gorny Altai, they were engaged in distributing the 
newspaper "Amadu Altai," which is published by adherents of the religious movement "Ak 

Tyan." In addition, in Mukhor-Tarkhat they allegedly tried to turn the local population 

against the construction of a [Buddhist—tr.] datsan in Kokor. 

  

Meanwhile, the procedure for conducting missionary activity is provided by the law "On 
freedom of conscience and religious associations." For conducting such activity, in 

particular, it is necessary to have a written confirmation of the receipt of registration and 

of notification of the creation and commencement of activity of the designated religious 

group, issued by the territorial department of a federal agency of state registration. 
  

We add that problems with the law have often arisen for representatives of "Ak Tyan." 

Thus, last year, one of the adherents of this movement was convicted of extremism. She 

published an article that contained denigrating statements regarding citizens on the basis 
of national identity. Several years ago, nine articles appearing in the publication "Amadu 

Altai" in 2010-2012 were ruled to be extremist. The publications contained statements 

aimed at arousing religious strife and hatred toward Buddhists. A former chief editor of 

the newspaper, Valery Chekonov, was sentence to forced labor for distributing these 
articles. He later was convicted of desecration of an Orthodox cross in the village of 

Topuchaia near the Seminsky pass. Yet earlier, two residents of the village of Karakol, 

who also were adherents of "Ak Tyan," were convicted for an attempt to destroy a 

Buddhist mandala. (tr. by PDS, posted 29 August 2018) 

 

Ungodly espionage: Russian hackers targeted Orthodox 
clergy 

AP News (27.08.2018) - https://bit.ly/2MZCNP4 - The Russian hackers indicted by the 

U.S. special prosecutor last month have spent years trying to steal the private 
correspondence of some of the world’s most senior Orthodox Christian figures, The 

Associated Press has found, illustrating the high stakes as Kiev and Moscow wrestle over 

the religious future of Ukraine. 

 

The targets included top aides to Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I, who often is 
described as the first among equals of the world’s Eastern Orthodox Christian leaders. 

 

The Istanbul-based patriarch is currently mulling whether to accept a Ukrainian bid to 

tear that country’s church from its association with Russia, a potential split fueled by the 
armed conflict between Ukrainian military forces and Russia-backed separatists in 

eastern Ukraine. 

 

The AP’s evidence comes from a hit list of 4,700 email addresses supplied last year by 
Secureworks, a subsidiary of Dell Technologies. 

 

https://bit.ly/2MZCNP4
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The AP has been mining the data for months, uncovering how a group of Russian hackers 

widely known as Fancy Bear tried to break into the emails of U.S. Democrats , defense 

contractors , intelligence workers , international journalists and even American military 

wives . In July, as part of special counsel Robert Mueller’s ongoing investigation into 
Russian interference in the 2016 U.S. election, a U.S. grand jury identified 12 Russian 

intelligence agents as being behind the group’s hack-and-leak assault against Hillary 

Clinton’s presidential campaign. 

 
The targeting of high-profile religious figures demonstrates the wide net cast by the 

cyberspies. 

 

Patriarch Bartholomew claims the exclusive right to grant a “Tomos of Autocephaly,” or 
full ecclesiastic independence, sought by the Ukrainians. It would be a momentous step, 

splitting the world’s largest Eastern Orthodox denomination and severely eroding the 

power and prestige of the Moscow Patriarchate, which has positioned itself as a leading 

player within the global Orthodox community. 

 
Ukraine is lobbying hard for a religious divorce from Russia and some observers say the 

issue could be decided as soon as next month. 

 

“If something like this will take place on their doorstep, it would be a huge blow to the 
claims of Moscow’s transnational role,” said Vasilios Makrides, a specialist in Orthodox 

Christianity at the University of Erfurt in Germany. “It’s something I don’t think they will 

accept.” 

 
The Kremlin is scrambling to help Moscow’s Patriarch Kirill retain his traditional role as 

the head of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church and “the more they know, the better it is for 

them,” Makrides said. 

 
The Russian Orthodox Church said it had no information about the hacking and declined 

comment. Russian officials referred the AP to previous denials by the Kremlin that it has 

anything to do with Fancy Bear, despite a growing body of evidence to the contrary. 

 

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko flew to Istanbul in April in an effort to convince the 
patriarch to agree to a split, which he has described as “a matter of our independence 

and our national security.” Moscow’s Patriarch Kirill is flying to Turkey later this week in a 

last-ditch bid to prevent it. 

 
Hilarion Alfeyev, Kirill’s representative abroad, has warned that granting the Tomos could 

lead to the biggest Christian schism since 1054, when Catholic and Orthodox believers 

parted ways. 

 
“If such a thing happens, Orthodox unity will be buried,” Alfeyev said. 

 

The issue is an extraordinarily sensitive one for the Ecumenical Patriarchate. Reached by 

phone, spokesman Nikos-Giorgos Papachristou said: “I don’t want to be a part of this 

story.” 
 

Other church officials spoke to the AP about the hacking on condition of anonymity, 

saying they did not have authorization to speak to the media. 

 
Bartholomew, who is 78, does not use email, those church officials told AP. But his aides 

do, and the Secureworks list spells out several attempts to crack their Gmail accounts. 

 

Among them were several senior church officials called metropolitans, who are roughly 
equivalent to archbishops in the Catholic tradition. Those include Bartholomew Samaras, 

a key confidante of the patriarch; Emmanuel Adamakis, an influential hierarch in the 
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church; and Elpidophoros Lambriniadis, who heads a prestigious seminary on the Turkish 

island of Halki. All are involved in the Tomos issue; none returned recent AP messages 

seeking comment. 

 
Spy games have long been a part of the Russian Orthodox world. 

 

The Soviet Union slaughtered tens of thousands of priests in the 1930s, but the 

Communists later took what survived of the church and brought it under the sway of 
Russia’s secret police, the KGB, with clerics conscripted to spy on congregants and 

emigres. 

 

The nexus between Russia’s intelligence and religious establishments survived the 1991 
fall of the Soviet Union and the KGB’s reorganization into the FSB, according to Moscow-

based political analyst Dmitry Oreshkin. 

 

“Our church leaders are connected to the FSB and their epaulettes stick out from under 

their habits,” Oreshkin said. “They provide Vladimir Putin’s policy with an ideological 
foundation.” 

 

That might make one target found by the AP seem curious: The Moscow Patriarch’s press 

secretary, Alexander Volkov. 
 

But Orthodox theologian Cyril Hovorun said he wouldn’t be surprised to see a Russian 

group spying on targets close to home, saying, “they’re probably checking him out just in 

case.” 
 

Volkov did not return AP emails seeking comment. 

 

Hovorun is unusually qualified to speak on the issue. In 2012 he — like Volkov — was an 
official within the Moscow Patriarchate. But he resigned after someone leaked emails 

showing that he secretly supported independence-leaning Ukrainian clergy. 

 

Hovorun has since been targeted by the Russian hackers, according to the data from 

Secureworks, which uses the name Iron Twilight to refer to the group. 
 

Hovorun said he believes that those who published his emails six years ago weren’t 

related to Fancy Bear, but he noted that their modus operandi — stealing messages and 

then publishing them selectively — was the same. 
 

“We’ve known about this tactic before the hacking of the Democrats,” Hovorun said, 

referring to the email disclosures that rocked America’s 2016 presidential campaign. 

“This is a familiar story for us.” 
 

The Russian hackers’ religious dragnet also extended to the United States and went 

beyond Orthodox Christians, taking in Muslims, Jews and Catholics whose activities might 

conceivably be of interest to the Russian government. 

 
John Jillions, the chancellor of the Orthodox Church in America, provided the AP with a 

June 19, 2015, phishing email that Secureworks later confirmed was sent to him by 

Fancy Bear. 

 
Fancy Bear also went after Ummah, an umbrella group for Ukrainian Muslims; the papal 

nuncio in Kiev; and an account associated with the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church, a 

Byzantine rite church that accepts the authority of the Vatican, the Secureworks data 

shows. 
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Also on the hit list: Yosyp Zisels, who directs Ukraine’s Association of Jewish 

Organizations and Communities and has frequently been quoted defending his country 

from charges of anti-Semitism. Zisels said he had no knowledge of the attempted 

hacking. Vatican officials did not return messages. 
 

Protestants were targeted too, including three prominent Quakers operating in the 

Moscow area. 

 
Hovorun said Protestants were viewed with particularly intense suspicion by the Kremlin. 

 

“There is an opinion shared by many in the Russian establishment that all those religious 

groups — like Quakers, evangelicals — they are connected to the American 
establishment,” he said. 

 

Secureworks’ data shows hacking attempts on religious targets that took place in 2015 

and 2016, but other material obtained by the AP suggests attempts to compromise the 

Ecumenical Patriarchate are ongoing. 
 

On Oct. 16, 2017, an email purporting to come from Papachristou, who was just being 

appointed as spokesman, arrived in the inboxes of about a dozen Orthodox figures. 

 
“Dear Hierarchs, Fathers, Brothers and Sisters in Christ!” it began, explaining that 

Papachristou was stepping into his new role as director of communications. “It’s a very 

big joy for me to serve the Church on this position. Some suggestions on how to build up 

relations with the public and the press are provided in the file attached.” 
 

The file was rigged to install surveillance software on the recipients’ computers. 

 

The email’s actual sender remains a mystery — independent analyses of the malicious 
message by Secureworks and its competitor CrowdStrike yielded nothing definitive. 

 

Church officials told the AP they were disturbed by the hacker’s command of church 

jargon and their inside knowledge of Papachristou’s appointment. 

 
“The one who made this is someone who knows us,” one official said. 

 

Priests and prelates don’t make obvious targets for cyberespionage, but the stakes for 

the Kremlin are high as the decision on Tomos looms. 
 

Granting the Ukrainian church full independence “would be that devastating to Russia,” 

said Daniel Payne, a researcher on the board of the J.M. Dawson Institute of Church-

State Studies at Baylor University in Texas. 
 

“Kiev is Jerusalem for the Russian Orthodox people,” Payne said. “That’s where the 

sacred relics, monasteries, churches are ... it’s sacred to the people, and to Russian 

identity.” 

 

Prosecutions against religious organizations and 
believers, Sova Center July Report 

SOVA CENTER (08.2018) - https://bit.ly/2wkIZ9Y - We learned in July that the Sovetsky 

District Court of Krasnoyarsk sentenced the local resident Andrei Dedkov to a fine of 
250,000 rubles in early June, having found him guilty of organizing the activities of the 

extremist association Nurcular (under Article 282.2 Part 1 of the Criminal Code). 

According to the investigation, Dedkov organized a cell of Nurcular supporters in 

https://bit.ly/2wkIZ9Y
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Krasnoyarsk and arranged religious meetings, where he discussed with believers books 

by the Turkish theologian Said Nursi. Earlier, in 2015, Dedkov was sentenced to a fine 

under the same article, but released from punishment due to the expiry of prescription 

period.  
 

In early July, the Oktyabrsky District Court of Novosibirsk sentenced Imam Kamil 

Odilov to two years in prison under the same article. The charges against Odilov were 

based on the fact that, after his conviction in a similar case in 2013, he continued his 
activity, resuming his “home madrassa” classes, and thereby involving new members in 

the activity of the cell of the banned organization. At the same time, according to the 

investigation, he kept at home, used during classes and quoted Nursi’s books recognized 

as extremist. 
 

We view as inappropriate both the ban against the Nursi books and the prohibition of 

Nurcular, which has never existed in Russia at all – there are only individual believers, 

who face arbitrary persecution for studying books by Nursi, which contain no signs of 

extremism. 
 

In mid-July, the Nikulinsky District Court of Moscow issued a sentence to six Muslims 

under Article 282.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code for participation in the activities of 

the Tablighi Jamaat movement, recognized as extremist. Five believers were 
sentenced to two years in prison; one more, a retired border guard officer from 

Kyrgyzstan, pleaded not guilty and was sentenced to two years and six months of 

imprisonment. The defendants were charged for participating in classes, where they 

studied the works of the Tablighi Jamaat ideologists, and for participation in developing 
measures to ensure secrecy of their religious studies. In our opinion, the ban against 

Tablighi Jamaat and the persecution of its supporters are inappropriate, since the 

movement is engaged in peaceful propaganda of Islam and has not been implicated in 

any calls for violence. 
 

The Moscow District Military Court, during its visiting session in the Leningrad District 

Military Court in late July, sentenced eight Muslims accused of continuing the activities of 

the “St. Petersburg cell” of the banned Islamic radical party Hizb ut-Tahrir seized in 2013 

(the cell’s founders had been convicted earlier). All eight were found guilty under Article 
205.5 Part 2 of the Criminal Code (participation in the activities of a terrorist 

organization) and sentenced to real prison terms from 5 years in a minimum security 

colony to 10.5 years in a maximum security colony. They were also found guilty under 

Article 282.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code, but released from payment of the 
corresponding fine due to the expiry of prescription period under this article. 

 

Earlier, in mid-July, the same court sentenced St. Petersburg resident Alla Bespalova to 5 

years of imprisonment for participation in the activities of Hizb ut-Tahrir. According to the 
materials in the case, Bespalova was talking about Hizb ut-Tahrir on social networks, 

recruited friends into the party, gave them the party literature and “imposed ideological 

views.” She pleaded guilty, and the case was examined using a special trial procedure. 

 

On July 30, the Privolzhsky District Military Court sentenced 21 defendants in the case 
related to their Hizb ut-Tahrir involvement during its visiting session in the Ordzhonikidze 

District Court of Ufa. Ten defendants were convicted under Article 205.5 Part 1 of the 

Criminal Code for organizing the activities of a terrorist organization, eleven more – 

under Part 2 of Article 205.5 for participation in such organization; the majority were also 
charged under Article 30 Part 1 and Article 278 of the Criminal Code (preparation for the 

forcible seizure of power). The defendants are facing prison terms from 5 to 24 years 

with a fine in the amount of 100 to 700 thousand rubles. The unprecedentedly long 

periods of imprisonment in these sentences under Part 1 of Article 205.5 should be 
noted. The Muslims, charged in this case, were arrested in Ufa in February 2015. Human 
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rights defenders have reported numerous violations in the course of the investigation 

including the use of torture against the defendants.  

 

We view prosecutions against Hizb ut-Tahrir members on anti-terrorist articles merely on 
the basis of their party activities (holding meetings, reading literature, etc.) conducted 

with no purpose to commit terrorist acts as inappropriate. 

 

In July 2018, it was reported that a criminal case regarding the continuation of activities 
of the Faizrakhmanist community, recognized as extremist, was under investigation in 

Tatarstan. Five people are being investigated in this case. Rustam Galeyev and 

Galimyan Khazetdinov, charged under Article 282.2 Part 2 of the Criminal Code, 

are under arrest; according to the investigators, they had recruited members into the 
religious group, organized its training sessions where they studied forbidden religious 

literature, called for avoiding medical care and civil duties, and raised money for 

community activities. The Muslim community, founded by former deputy Mufti of 

Tatarstan Faizrakhman Sattarov, was recognized as an extremist organization in 2013 

after the relevant agencies conducted an investigation of the community and found out 
that its members were leading an isolated way of life, were forbidden from seeking help 

from medical institutions and from sending children to schools. Such situations are not 

subject to anti-extremist legal regulation. As far as we know, the community led an 

insulated but not aggressive way of life; therefore we view the decision to recognize its 
extremist as inappropriate. 

 

Law enforcement authorities continue to increase the scope of prosecutions against 

Jehovah’s Witnesses under Article 282.2 of the Criminal Code for continuing the activities 
of their local communities, which were banned as extremist in 2017 – inappropriately, in 

our opinion. The opening of criminal cases is followed by house searches with 

confiscation of equipment and nighttime interrogations of believers, including elderly 

people. Law enforcement representatives often break into homes, knocking out doors, 
and engaging in rough treatment of the residents – believers were injured in at least 

three cases. 

 

We found out in July that the FSB of Russia opened criminal proceedings under Part 1 of 

Article 282.2 against Gennady Shpakovsky and other unidentified persons in the Pskov 
Region in late May. Shpakovsky was put under travel restrictions.  

 

Four believers in Shuya, the Ivanovo Region, were put under travel restrictions in late 

June due to new criminal charges. According to the information available to us, Elena 
Mikhailova (the wife of the previously arrested Dmitry Mikhailov) and Svetlana Shishina 

were charged under Article 282.2 Part 1 and Article 282.3 Part 1 (financing the activities 

of an extremist organization). Alexei A. was charged under Part 2 of Article 282.2; 

Svetlana P. became a suspect under Article 282.2 Part 1 and Article 282.3 Part 1. As part 
of the case, the law enforcement authorities questioned the 10-year-old girl forcing her 

to disclose her family’s religious affiliation. Her mother was threatened with charges 

under Article 150 of the Criminal Code (involving a minor in the commission of a crime). 

 

In early July, at the Krasnoyarsk airport, FSB officers detained Andrei Stupnikov; he was 
arrested the next day as a defendant under Part 1 of Article 282.2. The court used the 

fact that Stupnikov had been planning to attend a congress of Jehovah’s Witnesses in 

Germany, where he could have asked for asylum, to justify its decision on preventive 

detention. 
 

At the same time, Sergei Polyakov and his wife Anastasia Polyakova were arrested in 

Omsk. They are charged under Part 2 of Article 282.2. Sergei Polyakov was beaten up 

when he was seized. 
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At the same time, the criminal case under Article 282.2 was reported in Lensk, the 

Republic of Sakha (Yakutia). Local resident Igor Ivashin became a defendant in the case 

and was put under travel restrictions. 

 
In mid-July, four believers were charged under different parts of Article 282.2 in Penza. 

The court ruled to place Vladimir Alushkin in pre-trial detention; Vladimir Kulyasov, 

Andrei Magliv and Denis Timoshin were placed under house arrest. 

 
In the second half of July, searches were carried out in at least three Jehovah’s 

Witnesses residences in Blagoveshchensk, the Amur Region. One of the believers was 

charged under Part 2 of Article 282.2. 

 
At the same time, two believers – Sergei Britvin (who suffers a disability) and Vadim 

Levchuk – were arrested in Kemerovo and charged under Part 2 of Article 282.2. During 

searches, conducted as a part of the investigation, the officers of the local FSB 

Department stormed one of the apartments from the balcony, despite the fact that the 

owner had opened the door; she was cut by the shards of broken glass and suffered the 
forehead and hand injuries. 

 

In late July, the Kostroma Regional Prosecutor's Office announced the opening of a 

criminal case under Article 282.2 Parts 1 and 2. A married couple, which allegedly 
continued to hold meetings of the local community of Jehovah’s Witnesses, are the 

suspects in the case. 22-year-old Sergei was put under arrest by the court; his wife has 

been facing preventive measures in the form of a ban on certain actions, such as leaving 

her home at night, communicating with the defendants in the case, sending and receiving 
mail, using the Internet and other means of communication. 

 

At the same time, two new criminal cases for continuing the activities of Jehovah’s 

Witnesses organizations were initiated in Vladivostok and in Nadezhdinsky District of 
Primorye Region. As reported by the believers, during house searches in Razdolnoye, the 

Nadezhdinsky District, law enforcement officers hit the 75-year-old apartment owner in 

the face. In another apartment, in addition to the female owner, the officers found seven 

people aged 70 and over, including disabled persons. One of the women fell ill and ended 

up in intensive care. Dmitry Barmakin was arrested in Vladivostok as a defendant 
charged under Article 282.2 Part 1. 

 

In the last days of July, the spouses Mikhail Popov and Elena Popova were detained n 

Vilyuchinsk of the Kamchatka Region. Mikhail Popov was arrested by the city court, his 
wife was put under house arrest. 

 

In addition, in July the Federal List of Extremist Materials added 19 Jehovah's Witnesses 

publications, banned by the decision of the Vyborg City Court and the Leningrad Regional 
Court in 2017 and decision of the Moscow Regional Court in January 2018. Among them 

is The Holy Scripture: the New World Translation (2014), that is, the Bible in the 

Jehovah’s Witnesses translation. Roskomnadzor added 11 Internet pages with the 

Jehovah’s Witnesses materials, including jw-russia.org (the website of Jehovah’s 

Witnesses in Russia) to the Unified Registry of Banned Websites in late July. The decision 
to block these sites was made by the Kuybyshev District Court of Omsk in March 2018. 

  

HRWF Comment 

  
HRWF does not consider Hizb ut Tahrir, a religious group, on the grounds that the 

European Court of Human Rights considers that it is a political group and not a religious 

group (See Hizb ut Tahrir and Others v. Germany, Application no. 

31098/08,  https://bit.ly/2MvXEKz). Consequently, HRWF considers that Hizb ut Tahrir 
prisoners are political prisoners and not FORB prisoners. HRWF Database of FORB 

https://bit.ly/2MvXEKz
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Prisoners (http://hrwf.eu/forb/forb-and-blasphemy-prisoners-list/) does not include 

members of Hizb ut Tahrir. 

  

The European Court declared the complaint of Hizb ut Tahrir inadmissible on the grounds 
of Article 17 of the European Convention : “the purpose of Article 17, in so far as it 

refers to groups or to individuals, is to make it impossible for them to derive from the 

Convention a right to engage in any activity or perform any act aimed at destroying 

any of the rights and freedoms set forth in the Convention; ... therefore, no person 
may be able to take advantage of the provisions of the Convention to perform acts aimed 

at destroying the aforesaid rights and freedoms ...” (see Lawless v. Ireland, 1 July 1961, 

§ 7, pp. 45-46, Series A no. 3). Since the general purpose of Article 17 is, in other 

words, to prevent individuals or groups with totalitarian aims from exploiting in their own 
interests the principles enunciated in the Convention (see W.P. and Others v. 

Poland (dec.), no. 42264/98, ECHR 2004-VII, and Norwood v. the United Kingdom, no. 

23131/03, ECHR 2004-XI), this Article is applicable only on an exceptional basis and in 

extreme cases, as indeed is illustrated by the Court’s case-law.” 

 

Jehovah's Witnesses fleeing Russia ask for asylum in 
Finland  

Kasparu.ru/ Russia Religion News (17.08.2018) - https://bit.ly/2BmXcsN - More than 200 

Jehovah's Witnesses from Russia have asked for asylum in Finland in 2018. As Radio 
Liberty reported on 17 August, members of the organization, which the Russian Supreme 

Court in 2017 ruled to be extremist, have fled from police raids, criminal prosecution, 

and ordinary street beatings. They were called extremist, not because of the distinctives 

of their teaching, but because their books and magazines "undermine confidence in 

Christian religions." 
  

A Radio Liberty correspondent spent time in a camp of refugees in the south of Finland 

and spoke with Russians living there. 

  
Here is the story of Daniil Krapotin from Orenburg. In the night of 16 May 2018, he was 

unable to sleep for a long time: the day before he read news about a search among 

fellow believers in Shuya and he became upset; he had a feeling that a ring was also 

closing about his family. 
  

At about seven in the morning Daniil was awakened by a noise outside. He looked out 

the window of the second floor and he saw that armed personnel of the Russian Guard in 

helmets were pouring over the fence into the yard of their house. An elderly relative 
opened the door and police forced him to the ground and placed the butt of a machine 

gun to his head. 

  

As Alina Krapotina recalls, the search began with a real assault and it became clear that 

for the law enforcement personnel there was no difference and the believers were 
actually equated with terrorists. The family spent several days at the dacha of friends, 

and back on 20 May they surrendered at the department of Finnish police in the border 

town of Imatra. 

  
The Krapotins prepared to leave at the beginning of the year, after one of their relatives, 

back in December 2017, was seized on the street, stuffed into a car, and taken away to 

the police department, where he was stripped and searched. When witnesses who were 

found on the street asked: "How is each one being treated?" the police replied: "No, they 
are simply representatives of ISIS [Islamic State]." 

  

http://hrwf.eu/forb/forb-and-blasphemy-prisoners-list/
https://bit.ly/2BmXcsN
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When the relatives objected that he has nothing to do with ISIS, they said: "Well, 

Jehovah's Witnesses—there's no difference." 

  

Soon the family received Finnish visas and bought tickets for the train; the departure was 
planned for 22 May. This became known to law enforcement, apparently, from wiretaps 

or from intercepted correspondence. After the search the Krapotins quickly left for 

Finland by a different route. 

  
In Finland, the refugees do not sit idly. Several Jehovah's Witnesses from the camp in 

Konnunsuo opened a small cleaning company. They wash and straighten up the 

premises. Some have found work through the local congregation and some through the 

administration of the camp. 
  

Many people say that there was everything in Russia: work, car, friends; and here 

everything must start all over again, and it is very difficult, especially when you are older 

than 30. But people are faced with a choice: change your views or go to jail. 

  
We note that there are about 170 thousand Jehovah's Witnesses in Russia.  

 

Evangelical believer convicted under anti-evangelism law 

Russia Religion News (14.08.2018) - https://bit.ly/2OQZMcl  - On 3 July 2018, Judge 

N.V. Rudnikova of the Mglin district court, after reviewing case No. 12-95/2018 against 

brother Vitaly Andreevich Boksha, established: on 15 May 2018, at 9:30 a.m., V.A. 

Boksha conducted missionary activity in a residence located at the address: Briansk 
oblast, Mglin, Kalinin St., house 46. . . by distributing information about the religion of 

Evangelical Christians-Baptists . . . among persons who are not participants (member, 

adherents) of said religious association, for the purpose of drawing said persons into the 

ranks of participants. . . . 

  
The court decided: to find Vitaly Andreevich Boksha guilty of committing an 

administrative violation of law specified in part 4 of article 5.26 of the Code of 

Administrative Violations of Law of the RF, and to assign a penalty in the form of an 

administrative fine of 5,000 rubles (79 US$). 
  

During the judicial session, a precinct inspector confirmed that on instruction of the FSB 

he conducted a verification of compliance with the law "On freedom of conscience and 

religious associations." During the verification neighbors were questioned, who confirmed 
that Vitaly Andreevich gave them religious literature, but they did not attend worship 

services. 

  

The brother did not agree with the court's decision and filed an appeal in oblast court in 
which he wrote: According to the court's resolution, I conducted missionary activity in a 

residence on 15 May 2018 at 9:30 a.m., but at the same time the materials of the case 

do not contain information sufficient to categorize my actions under part 4 of article 5. 26 

of the Code of Administrative Violations of Law of the RF. 

  
Moreover, on 15 May 2018 . . . I was not at the address indicated in the court's 

indictment. I was at the police department of the city of Mglin, to which I had been 

previously called by a summons which I have in my hands and which I can present as 

evidence in my defense. 
  

The protocol on administrative violation of law also does not indicate which citizens I was 

conducting missionary activity with on 15 May 2018. 

  

https://bit.ly/2OQZMcl
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In light of the foregoing, I think that the official who opened a case regarding 

administrative violation of law with respect to me, and the court that issued a ruling, did 

not have sufficient bases for finding me guilty of violation of part 4 of article 5.26 of the 

CAVL of the RF and they were actually unable to prove my guilt of conducting illegal 
missionary activity. 

  

I ask that the court's ruling . . . with respect to me be nullified and the proceedings on 

the case be terminated. 

 

2017 prosecutions for religious literature – list 

List of 54 known prosecutions under Administrative Code Article 20.29 in 2017 
for religious materials which do not incite violence or hatred. 49 resulted in 

conviction in first instance, with 48 fines and one 2-day jail term. Judges 

ordered literature confiscated in 20 cases and destroyed in a further 20 cases. 

 

By Victoria Arnold 
 

Forum 18 (14.08.2018) - https://bit.ly/2BE48Sj - In a review of available court 

materials, Forum 18 found 54 prosecutions under Administrative Code Article 20.29 in 

2017, for religious materials which do not incite violence or hatred. Of these, 49 resulted 
in conviction in the first instance, and three in acquittal. Judges halted the other two 

cases because the time limit on administrative prosecutions had expired. 

 

Administrative Code Article 20.29 punishes "production or mass distribution of extremist 
materials included in the published Federal List of Extremist Materials, as well as their 

production or storage for mass distribution". 

 

Punishments in 2017 for religious literature were almost invariably fines, apart from one 

sentence of administrative arrest. The largest known fine for a private individual was 
3,000 Roubles, and for a person in an official capacity – 5,000 Roubles. The largest 

known fine for a community was 500,000 Roubles (see cases below). 

 

A fine of 5,000 Roubles (620 Norwegian Kroner, 65 Euros or 75 US Dollars) represents 
about 5 days' average wage for those in formal work. 

 

In a high proportion of prosecutions, bailiffs destroy the "extremist material" when the 

verdict enters legal force. Judges ordered destruction to take place in 20 cases in 2017 
(14 involving Islamic literature and 6 Jehovah's Witness literature). Materials were 

subject to confiscation in a further 20 instances (see cases below). 

 

(For an analysis of the 2017 cases, see F18News 13 August 2018 
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2403.) 

 

Overall, Administrative Code Article 20.29 prosecutions are overwhelmingly based on the 

online sharing of materials (887 out of 954 cases found by Forum 18 in 2017), almost 

always by means of the Russian social network VKontakte. Judging from available court 
verdicts, the FSB security service and officers of the Interior Ministry's Centre for 

Countering Extremism regularly monitor VKontakte in search of such posts. 

 

Prosecutions for religious materials, however, continue to be dominated by hard copies of 
books and other materials and comprise the majority of "offline" cases found by Forum 

18 (48 out of 67). 

 

https://bit.ly/2BE48Sj
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Three of the six prosecutions involving online religious material were based on the 

sharing of the Islamic video "The Wonders of the Koran". This was banned by 

Nefteyugansk City Court in the Khanty-Mansiisk Autonomous Region (Tyumen Region) on 

7 April 2011 and does not appear to incite hatred or violence. Two cases involved the 
posting of texts originally banned in hard copy to defendants' VKontakte profile pages, 

and one involved the posting of a link to the banned and blocked international Jehovah's 

Witness website jw.org. 

 
Forum 18 found that prosecutions under Administrative Code Article 20.29 took place in 

25 federal subjects of the Russian Federation in 2017. The regions which saw the highest 

number of cases are: Republic of Bashkortostan (7 prosecutions from 7 separate 

investigations), Chelyabinsk (6 prosecutions from 3 investigations), Krasnodar (4 
prosecutions from 3 investigations), and Astrakhan (4 prosecutions from 3 

investigations). 

 

Defendants appealed against 17 convictions, of which only two were overturned. 

Prosecutors also challenged two acquittals and succeeded in having one of them 
overturned, but the appeal judge halted proceedings because the time limit on 

prosecution had passed by this point. No cases in 2017 are known to have been sent for 

re-trial. 

 
Even if they are ultimately exonerated, defendants are forced to spend time, energy and 

money to counter the charges against them, Forum 18 notes. A few defendants pursue 

appeals through the cassational or supervisory stages (also heard at a regional/republic 

court) and up to the Supreme Court, although these efforts are rarely successful. 
 

List of known 2017 Article 20.29 cases 

 

The list of known 2017 prosecutions under Administrative Code Article 20.29 based on 
court records and other information (date of court hearing, name of 

individual/community, punishment, court, material on which prosecution based, the court 

decision on the material, appeal): 

 

1) 20 January 2017 
 

Name: Gelendzhik Jehovah's Witness community 

 

Punishment: 100,000 Roubles 
 

Court: Gelendzhik City Court, Krasnodar Region 

 

Material: large quantity of Jehovah's Witness literature, both hard copy and electronic, 
found during police search of Jehovah's Witness premises in Gelendzhik; community 

chair and defence lawyers argued that the banned materials had been planted during the 

search, and that the community only ever used the Bible in its services 

 

Confiscation/destruction: confiscation 
 

Appeal: none 

 

2) 20 January 2017 
 

Name: R. R. Yagudin 

 

Punishment: 1,000 Roubles 
 

Court: Kusa District Court, Chelyabinsk Region 
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Material: single copies of Islamic texts "Fortress of a Muslim" by Said al-Qahtani (banned 

31 July 2014 by Ussuriysk City Court) and "The Prophet Mohammed – crown of the 

human race" by Fethullah Gulen (Volume 2, 2004 edition; banned 21 March 2012 by 
Lenin District Court Orenburg) found by FSB during search of defendant's home 

 

Confiscation/destruction: unknown 

 
Appeal: none 

 

3) 20 January 2017 

 
Name: R. F. Abdrakhmanov 

 

Punishment: 2,000 Roubles  

 

Court: Kusa District Court, Chelyabinsk Region 
 

Material: single copies of Islamic texts "Fortress of a Muslim" by Said al-Qahtani (banned 

31 July 2014 by Ussuriysk City Court) and "Islam Today" by Abu Al-Mawdidi (banned 

Buguruslan City Court, Orenburg, 19 October 2007) found by FSB during search of 
defendant's home 

 

Confiscation/destruction: unknown 

 
Appeal: none 

 

4) 20 January 2017 

 
Name: M. T. Yumadilov 

 

Punishment: 1,000 Roubles  

 

Court: Kusa District Court, Chelyabinsk Region 
 

Material: single copies of Islamic texts "Fortress of a Muslim" by Said al-Qahtani (banned 

31 July 2014 by Ussuriysk City Court) and "The Prophet Mohammed – crown of the 

human race" by Fethullah Gulen (2 volumes, 2004 edition; banned 21 March 2012 by 
Lenin District Court Orenburg), found by FSB during search of defendant's home 

 

Confiscation/destruction: unknown 

 
Appeal: none 

 

5) 20 January 2017 

 

Name: E.M. Davlyatshin 
 

Punishment: 1,000 Roubles  

 

Court: Kusa District Court, Chelyabinsk Region 
 

Material: single copy of Islamic texts "Fortress of a Muslim" by Said al-Qahtani (banned 

31 July 2014 by Ussuriysk City Court) found by FSB during search of defendant's home 

 
Confiscation/destruction: unknown 
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Appeal: none 

 

6) 24 January 2017 

 
Name: Yury Naydich, chair of Dzerzhinsk Jehovah's Witness community 

 

Punishment: 4,000 Roubles 

 
Court: Dzerzhinsk City Court, Nizhny Novgorod Region 

 

Material: Jehovah's Witness texts "What can people hope for?" (2013 edition, banned 5 

August 2014 by Kurgan Regional Court) and "How did life come about?" (2014 edition, 
banned 17 August 2016 by Serov District Court, Sverdlovsk Region) found in disabled 

toilets at Jehovah's Witnesses' premises during search by prosecutor's office officials – 

search "was carried out on the basis of a report from a citizen"; defendant insisted that 

the books did not belong to the community, which only used the Bible, and must have 

been planted 
 

Confiscation/destruction: confiscation 

 

Appeal: unsuccessful – 6 March 2017, Nizhny Novgorod Regional Court 
 

7) 26 January 2017 

 

Name: Kislovodsk Jehovah's Witness community 
 

Punishment: 500,000 Roubles 

 

Court: Kislovodsk City Court, Stavropol Region 
 

Materials: 11 copies of Jehovah's Witness texts "What does the Bible really teach?", 

found during police search of community premises in connection with the theft of 

computer equipment from an office building – police had "operational information" that 

community chair A.G. Bagdasaryan had been involved in the crime; Bagdasaryan's home 
also searched 

 

Confiscation/destruction: confiscation 

 
Appeal: unsuccessful – 3 May 2017, Stavropol Regional Court 

 

8) 27 January 2017 

 
Name: Shamil Neverov, imam 

 

Punishment: 2,000 Roubles  

 

Court: Spassk District Court, Penza Region 
 

Material: single copy of Islamic text "Tasavvuf" by Osman Nuri Topbas (banned 21 March 

2012 by Lenin District Court, Orenburg) found in library at mosque; unclear which law 

enforcement agency carried out search 
 

Confiscation/destruction: destruction 

 

Appeal: none 
 

9) 27 January 2017 
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Name: M. N. Malova 

 

Punishment: unknown fine 
 

Court: Gelendzhik City Court, Krasnodar Region 

 

Material: large quantity of Jehovah's Witness literature, both hard copy and electronic, 
found during police search of defendant's home 

 

Confiscation/destruction: confiscation 

 
Appeal: unsuccessful – 5 April 2017, Krasnodar Regional Court 

 

10) 31 January 2017 

 

Name: Andrei Yeliseyev, Jehovah's Witness community chair 
 

Punishment: 5,000 Roubles  

 

Court: Polyarny District Court, Murmansk Region 
 

Material: unknown quantity of unspecified banned Jehovah's Witness literature seized 

during law enforcement search of Jehovah's Witness premises in Snezhegorsk; 

community members insisted the banned texts had been planted 
 

Confiscation/destruction: destruction 

 

Appeal: successful (reasons unknown) – 14 April 2017, Murmansk Regional Court 
 

11) 31 January 2017 

 

Name: Tula Jehovah's Witness community 

 
Punishment: 120,000 Roubles 

 

Court: Proletarian District Court, Tula 

 
Material: same case as Labadze (below) – Jehovah's Witness literature including "What 

does the Bible really teach?" picked up by a person attending a service, at which people 

were allegedly encouraged to help themselves to books – the person later realised the 

texts were on the Federal List of Extremist Materials and reported this to the police, who 
inspected the building and found more literature; community chair claimed the banned 

books had been planted 

 

Confiscation/destruction: confiscation 

 
Appeal: unsuccessful – 4 April 2017, Tula Regional Court 

 

12) 6 February 2017 

 
Name: Gurami Labadze 

 

Punishment: 3,000 Roubles 

 
Court: Proletarian District Court, Tula 
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Material: same case as Tula Jehovah's Witness community (above) – Jehovah's Witness 

literature including "What does the Bible really teach?" picked up by a person attending a 

service, at which people were allegedly encouraged to help themselves to books – the 

person later realised the texts were on the Federal List of Extremist Materials and 
reported this to the police, who inspected the building and found more literature; 

community chair claimed the banned books had been planted 

 

Confiscation/destruction: confiscation 
 

Appeal: unsuccessful – 4 April 2017, Tula Regional Court 

 

13) 10 February 2017 
 

Name: Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky Jehovah's Witness community 

 

Punishment: 200,000 Roubles  

 
Court: Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky City Court, Kamchatka Region 

 

Material: three CDs containing electronic copies of Jehovah's Witness texts "What does 

the Bible really teach?" (banned 11 September 2009 by Rostov Regional Court) found 
during seven-hour law enforcement raid on a Jehovah's Witness service; community 

members claim the discs were planted 

 

Confiscation/destruction: destruction 
 

Appeal: unsuccessful – 22 March 2017, Kamchatka Regional Court  

 

14) 15 February 2017 
 

Name: S.S. Abdurakhmanov, imam 

 

Punishment: unknown fine 

 
Court: Ilek District Court, Orenburg Region 

 

Material: two unidentified Islamic texts, at least one of which is from the Risale-i Nur 

collection by Said Nursi (banned 21 May 2007 by Koptev District Court, Moscow) found 
on a table beside the entrance of a mosque during police inspection; defendant pointed 

out that all the mosque's books were gifts from visitors or had been brought from the 

community's old mosque; the banned books may have been there since before he took 

office, and he did not know they had been ruled extremist 
 

Confiscation/destruction: confiscation 

 

Appeal: none 

 
15) 16 February 2017 

 

Name: Yu. O. Nematov 

 
Punishment: 1,000 Roubles 

 

Court: Ivanovo District Court, Ivanovo Region 

 
Material: Islamic text "Fortress of a Muslim" (edition unclear, but banned 31 July 2014 by 

Ussuriysk District Court, Primorye) found during inspection of Muslim prayer room by FSB 
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and anti-extremism police; defendant – unofficial imam of the prayer room – claimed he 

did not know the book had been ruled extremist 

 

Confiscation/destruction: destruction 
 

Appeal: none 

 

16) 22 February 2017 
 

Name: S.V. Sysoyev, rehab centre director 

 

Punishment: none – acquitted  
 

Court: Volzhsky District Court, Samara  

 

Material: Jehovah's Witness text "Worship the only true God" (banned 11 September 

2009 by Rostov Regional Court) found on a table in a hallway during police search of a 
rehabilitation centre, in which officers conducted themselves "roughly and rudely", 

according to a staff member; search derived from a theft investigation; Sysoyev charged 

as director of the centre, but the centre is not a registered organisation and police 

presented no evidence of his position – therefore, judge decides he cannot be held legally 
responsible; Sysoyev is also an Evangelical Christian, not a Jehovah's Witness  

 

Confiscation/destruction: destruction 

 
Appeal: by prosecution, unsuccessful – 11 May 2017, Samara Regional Court 

 

17) 9 March 2017 

 
Name: Smolensk Jehovah's Witness community  

 

Punishment: 100,000 Roubles 

 

Court: Lenin District Court, Smolensk 
 

Material: large quantity of Jehovah's Witness literature (both hard copy and electronic) 

seized in law enforcement search of community members' home – the occupants 

allegedly handed it out to fellow residents and visitors 
 

Confiscation/destruction: destruction (and deletion of digital material – but laptops and 

memory sticks to be returned) 

 
Appeal: unsuccessful – 25 April 2017, Smolensk Regional Court; supervisory appeal 

unsuccessful – 5 June 2017 

 

18) 20 March 2017 

 
Name: R.I. Urusov 

 

Punishment: 1500 Roubles  

 
Court: Prikubansky District Court, Republic of Karachai-Cherkessiya 

 

Material: Islamic text "Fortress of a Muslim" by Said al-Qahtani (2004 edition; banned 6 

April 2015 by Kurgan City Court) found by anti-extremism police during search of 
defendant's home; defendant admitted sharing the book with acquaintances, knowing 

that it was on the Federal List of Extremist Materials 
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Confiscation/destruction: confiscation 

 

Appeal: none 
 

19) 23 March 2017 

 

Name: Ayrat Nasyrov 
 

Punishment: 1,000 Roubles 

 

Court: Ketovo District Court, Kurgan Region 
 

Material: 60 copies of Islamic texts including "Muhammad: may Allah bless and welcome 

him" by Safi al-Rahman al-Mubarakfuri (2008 edition, Ummah; banned by Primorsky 

District Court, St Petersburg, 19 April 2011) and "Three Foundations" by Mohammed 

Soleh (banned 31 July 2014 by Ussuriysk District Court, Primorye) found inside an 
unfinished wall in the loft of a prison mosque during an inspection by prison staff; 

according to the verdict, "during the inspection it was established that this literature 

belonged to [the defendant]", a prisoner in the correctional colony; defendant explained 

that these were books which belonged to nobody in particular, which had not been 
inspected when prisoners' own books were checked in 2015 (as his were) – he had left 

them in the mosque, not knowing they had been ruled extremist 

 

Confiscation/destruction: destruction 
 

Appeal: none 

 

20) 27 March 2017 
 

Name: L. V. Charskaya 

 

Punishment: none – acquitted  

 
Court: Central District Court, Sochi 

 

Material: defendant accused of "mass distribution" of Jehovah's Witness text "What does 

the Bible really teach?" for giving a copy to an acquaintance; FSB raid on Jehovah's 
Witness premises also found banned literature; judge concludes that the defendant's 

actions were of a "one-off nature" and therefore did not constitute an offence 

 

Confiscation/destruction: unknown 
 

Appeal: by prosecution, partially successful, but case closed as time had run out – 1 June 

2017, Krasnodar Regional Court  

 

21) 6 April 2017  
 

Name: A. A. Elderov 

 

Punishment: none – acquitted  
 

Court: Yakutsk City Court, Republic of Sakha-Yakutiya 

 

Material: Islamic text "Fortress of a Muslim" by Said al-Qahtani (2007 edition, Ummah; 
banned 21 March 2012 by Lenin District Court, Orenburg) found in unspecified 
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circumstances – defendant is acquitted on the basis of this edition's removal from the 

Federal List of Extremist Materials 

 

Confiscation/destruction: neither – returned to defendant 
 

Appeal: none 

 

22) 10 April 2017 
 

Name: Ruslan Dzhumayev 

 

Punishment: 1,000 Roubles 
 

Court: Neverkino District Court, Penza Region 

 

Materials: single copy of Islamic text "Fortress of a Muslim" by Said al-Qahtani (banned 

31 July 2014 by Ussuriysk City Court) seized by FSB officers when they arrested the 
defendant photocopying it at the village council building; defendant explained he had 

bought the book at a mosque bookshop in Volsk in Saratov Region in 2009 (ie. before it 

was banned) and kept it and read it to friends, despite knowing it was on the Federal List 

of Extremist Materials 
 

Confiscation/destruction: destruction 

 

Appeal: none 
 

23) 12 April 2017 

 

Name: Anatoly Lyashenko, chair of Astrakhan Jehovah's Witness community 
 

Punishment: 1,000 Roubles 

 

Court: Kirov District Court, Astrakhan 

 
Material: Jehovah's Witness literature – same case as Astrakhan Jehovah's Witness 

community (below) 

 

Confiscation/destruction: confiscation 
 

Appeal: supervisory appeal unsuccessful – 22 August 2017, Astrakhan Regional Court 

 

24) 12 April 2017 
 

Name: Astrakhan Jehovah's Witness community 

 

Punishment: 100,000 Roubles 

 
Court: Kirov District Court, Astrakhan 

 

Material: same case as Lyashenko (above) – Jehovah's Witness literature "How to 

develop a close relationship with God", "How to achieve happiness in life", and "What you 
need to know about God and his meaning" (quantities not specified) found during search 

of community's premises by anti-extremism police  

 

Confiscation/destruction: confiscation 
 

Appeal: supervisory appeal unsuccessful – 18 August 2017, Astrakhan Regional Court 



Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | Russia     

 

25) 12 April 2017 

 

Name: Central Jehovah's Witness community, Nizhny Novgorod 
 

Punishment: 50,000 Roubles 

 

Court: Avtozavodsky District Court, Nizhny Novgorod 
 

Material: single copy of Jehovah's Witness text "How to achieve happiness in life?" 

(banned 5 August 2014 by Kurgan Regional Court) – details unknown 

 
Confiscation/destruction: confiscation 

 

Appeal: unsuccessful – 6 July 2017, Nizhny Novgorod Regional Court 

 

26) 20 April 2017 
 

Name: Grigory Dzhumabayev 

 

Punishment: 1500 Roubles 
 

Court: Kaluga District Court, Kaluga Region 

 

Material: defendant observed by anti-extremism police leaving several items of Jehovah's 
Witness literature, including "Jehovah's Witnesses: Who are they? What do they believe?" 

(2,000 edition; banned 11 September 2009 by Rostov Regional Court), in a mini-library 

on the street 

 
Confiscation/destruction: unknown 

 

Appeal: none 

 

27) 21 April 2017 
 

Name: K. Yu. Osokin 

 

Punishment: 2,000 Roubles  
 

Court: Shpakovsky District Court, Stavropol District 

 

Material: 20 copies of Jehovah's Witness text "What does the Bible really teach?" and one 
copy of "The greatest person who ever lived" found during FSB and anti-extremism police 

search of defendant's home; defendant denied possessing extremist literature and 

claimed it had been planted by the officers carrying out the search 

 

Confiscation/destruction: confiscation 
 

Appeal: none 

 

28) 4 May 2017 
 

Name: B. B. Rakhmatullin 

 

Punishment: 1,000 Roubles  
 

Court: Krasnoarmeysk District Court, Chelyabinsk Region 
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Material: single copy of Islamic text "Fortress of a Muslim" by Said al-Qahtani (edition 

unclear; banned 31 July 2014 by Ussuriysk City Court, Primorye) found during police 

search of a Muslim prayer room; unclear how ownership was attributed to defendant – 
defendant admitted the book was his but denied knowing it had been ruled extremist 

 

Confiscation/destruction: confiscation 

 
Appeal: none 

 

29) 5 May 2017 

 
Name: A.A. Akhmadkulov 

 

Punishment: 1,000 Roubles  

 

Court: Nizhnevartovsk City Court, Khanty-Mansi Autonomous District 
 

Material: Islamic texts "Foundations of faith in the light of the Koran and Sunnah", by 

Salih al-Suheymi, Abd al-Razzaq al-Badar, and Ibrahim al-Ruheyli (2nd edition, 2006, 

Ummah; banned 16 February 2015 by Kurgan City Court); "Fortress of a Muslim" by Said 
al-Qahtani (3rd edition, 2009, Ummah; banned 16 February 2015 by Kurgan City Court) 

found during police search of a prayer room at Tashkent café in Nizhnevartovsk; 

defendant explained he had only recently taken over as manager of the café and had not 

noticed what visitors may have left behind in the prayer room 
 

Confiscation/destruction: confiscation 

 

Appeal: none 
 

30) 22 May 2017 

 

Name: U. N. Aminov 

 
Punishment: 2 days' arrest 

 

Court: Artyomovsky City Court, Sverdlovsk Region 

 
Material: defendant gave Islamic text "Fortress of a Muslim" (edition unclear, but banned 

31 July 2014 by Ussuriysk District Court, Primorye) to two fellow Tajik citizens at the 

bakery where they all work, using the book "for the mass dissemination of radical Islamic 

ideas among Muslims", according to the FSB, who conducted a search of the bakery; 
judge imposed administrative arrest because of defendant's financial position 

 

Confiscation/destruction: confiscation 

 

Appeal: none 
 

31) 23 May 2017 

 

Name: A.A. Kozlov 
 

Punishment: none – statute of limitations expired 

 

Court: Slobodskoy District Court, Kirov Region 
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Material: defendant posted link to international Jehovah's Witness website www.jw.org 

on his VKontakte profile page 

 

Confiscation/destruction: n/a 
 

Appeal: none 

 

32) 31 May 2017 
 

Name: Sergei Baldanov 

 

Punishment: 3,000 Roubles 
 

Court: Khostinsky District Court, Sochi 

 

Material: single copy of Falun Gong text "Falun Dafa in the World" (banned 27 October 

2011 by Pervomaysky District Court, Krasnodar) seized by FSB at Falun Gong event in 
Frunze Park, Sochi; defendant organised the event, and admitted having given the book 

to several people in turn so that they could study and understand Falun Gong practice 

 

Confiscation/destruction: confiscation 
 

Appeal: unsuccessful – 9 August 2017, Krasnodar Regional Court 

 

33) 5 June 2017 
 

Name: Sergei Tuguzhekov 

 

Punishment: 2,000 Roubles  
 

Court: Abakan City Court, Republic of Khakasiya  

 

Material: Falun Gong text "Chzhuan Falun" (banned 27 October 2011 by Pervomaysky 

District Court, Krasnodar) – defendant voluntarily gave up a copy of the text, which he 
used for teaching at a Falun Gong school, to police after he had discovered it had been 

ruled extremist 

 

Confiscation/destruction: confiscation 
 

Appeal: unsuccessful – 5 July 2017, Supreme Court of the Republic of Khakasiya 

 

34) 9 June 2017 
 

Name: Kh. Kh. Galimova 

 

Punishment: 1,000 Roubles 

 
Court: Belokataysky Interdistrict Court, Republic of Bashkortostan 

 

Material: single copy of Islamic text "Fortress of a Muslim" by Said al-Qahtani 

(unspecified edition; appears to be one banned on 31 July 2014 by Ussuriysk District 
Court, Primorye) found by FSB on a bookshelf in the living room of defendant's home, ie. 

"in a visible place, with which a third party may become acquainted"; defendant claimed 

she did not know the book had been ruled extremist, that it was for her personal use, 

and that no other person came into her home 
 

Confiscation/destruction: destruction 
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Appeal: none 

 

35) 19 June 2017 
 

Name: G. T. Gadzhimagomedov 

 

Punishment: 1,000 Roubles  
 

Court: Soviet District Court, Makhachkala 

 

Material: Islamic texts "A Short Introduction to the Book ‘The Correct Way of 
Understanding Monotheism" by Said al-Qahtani (banned 16 May 2015 by Kotelnich 

District Court, Kirov Region), "Three Foundations" by Mohammed Soleh (banned 31 July 

2014 by Ussuriysk District Court, Primorye), "Truths of the Eternity of the Soul" (2,000 

edition; banned 21 May 2007 by Koptev District Court, Moscow) from the Risale-I Nur 

collection by Said Nursi, and "A Guide for Youth" (edition unspecified), also from the 
Risale-I Nur collection by Said Nursi – found by anti-extremism police at a Muslim shop 

inside the Atrium shopping centre in Makhachkala; shopkeeper denied knowing the books 

had been ruled extremist; police seized a total of 368 books from the shop – judge 

ordered all others to be returned 
 

Confiscation/destruction: confiscation 

 

Appeal: none 
 

36) 21 June 2017 

 

Name: R. Kh. Rakhmangulov 
 

Punishment: 1,000 Roubles  

 

Court: Salavatsky Interdistrict Court, Republic of Bashkortostan 

 
Material: single copy of Islamic text "Fortress of a Muslim" (edition unspecified) found at 

defendant's home by FSB; defendant admitted owning the book, but insisted that it as 

for his own personal use and he had never given it to anybody else  

 
Confiscation/destruction: destruction 

 

Appeal: successful (on grounds that owning one copy does not constitute "mass 

distribution" – book still destroyed) – 16 August 2017, Supreme Court of the Republic of 
Bashkortostan 

 

37) 13 July 2017 

 

Name: I.O. Dzhumayev 
 

Punishment: 2,000 Roubles  

 

Court: Yegoryevsk City Court, Moscow Region 
 

Material: Islamic text "Fortress of a Muslim" (3rd edition, 2011, Umma – banned 22 

August 2016 by Soviet District Court, Ulan-Ude) found in defendant's room at an aviation 

technical college during inspection by FSB and Moscow Air and Water Transport 
Prosecutor's Office; defendant is a Tajik citizen – did not know the book had been ruled 

extremist and explained it had been given to him as a gift 
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Confiscation/destruction: unknown 

 

Appeal: none 
 

38) 4 August 2017 

 

Name: Artur Mukhutdinov, chair of the Spiritual Administration of Muslims of Sverdlovsk 
Region (Urals Mukhtasibat) 

 

Punishment: 2,000 Roubles 

 
Court: Railway District Court, Yekaterinburg 

 

Material: same case as below – Islamic texts including "Faith and Man" (2,000 edition) 

from Risale-i Nur collection by Said Nursi (banned 21 May 2007 by Koptev District Court, 

Moscow) found in a bookcase in a prayer room; search carried out by FSB "in order to 
verify incoming operational information about the storage of extremist literature"; 

organisation chair argued that the books did not belong to it – the prayer room had been 

provided to the organisation for free use, was not owned by it, and was accessible to 

anybody; defence pointed out that the imam performs his own systematic inspections to 
ensure no extremist literature is present 

 

Confiscation/destruction: destruction 

 
Appeal: unsuccessful – 17 October 2017, Sverdlovsk Regional Court; supervisory appeal 

unsuccessful – 11 December 2017, Sverdlovsk Regional Court 

 

39) 4 August 2017 
 

Name: Spiritual Administration of Muslims of Sverdlovsk Region (Urals Mukhtasibat) 

 

Punishment: 50,000 Roubles 

 
Court: Railway District Court, Yekaterinburg 

 

Material: same case as above – Islamic texts including "Faith and Man" (2,000 edition) 

from Risale-i Nur collection by Said Nursi (banned 21 May 2007 by Koptev District Court, 
Moscow) found in a bookcase in a prayer room; search carried out by FSB "in order to 

verify incoming operational information about the storage of extremist literature"; 

organisation chair argued that the books did not belong to it – the prayer room had been 

provided to the organisation for free use, was not owned by it, and was accessible to 
anybody; defence pointed out that the imam performs his own systematic inspections to 

ensure no extremist literature is present 

 

Confiscation/destruction: destruction 

 
Appeal: unsuccessful – 17 October 2017, Sverdlovsk Regional Court; supervisory appeal 

unsuccessful – 14 December 2017, Sverdlovsk Regional Court 

 

40) 24 August 2017 
 

Name: M. Kh. Fakhrutdinov 

 

Punishment: none – statute of limitations expired 
 

Court: Kunashak District Court, Chelyabinsk 



Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | Russia     

 

Material: Islamic literature including "Fortress of a Muslim" (unspecified edition, 

apparently banned 31 July 2014 by Ussuriysk District Court, Primorye) and "The Life of 

the Prophet, May Allah Bless and Welcome Him" by Al-Mubarakfuri Safi ar-Rahman (2008 
Ummah edition, banned 21 March 2012 by Lenin District Court, Orenburg) found in 

defendant's home during search by prosecutor's office staff; defendant argued that he 

had not known the books had been ruled extremist, the books had been freely available 

in a shop, and that because of his old age, he did not use computers and so could not 
look at the Federal List of Extremist Materials; defendant's daughter argued that the 

presence of the books on her father's bookshelf did not prove intent to distribute; judge 

closed case as more than two months had passed since the search 

 
Confiscation/destruction: destruction 

 

Appeal: none 

 

41) 24 August 2017 
 

Name: I.Z. Usmanov, community director 

 

Punishment: 2,000 Roubles 
 

Court: Kumertau City Court, Republic of Bashkortostan 

 

Material: three copies of Islamic text "Muhammad is the Greatest of All, Muhammad is 
the Messenger of Allah" (publication year unknown, Office for the Promotion, Advocacy, 

and Education of Ethnic Minorities in Rabwah District) by Abdurrahman bin Abdulkarim 

Al-Sheha (banned 4 April 2016 by Kalinin District Court, Tyumen) found "openly 

accessible" on a bookshelf in the women's prayer room of a mosque during prosecutor's 
office inspection; defendant is the director of the local Muslim religious organisation 

 

Confiscation/destruction: confiscation 

 

Appeal: none 
 

42) 31 August 2017 

 

Name: Kasim Bizyayev, imam 
 

Punishment: 3,000 Roubles 

 

Court: Neverkino District Court, Penza Region 
 

Material: single copy of Islamic text "The Values of Ramadan" by Muhammad Zakariya 

Kandahlawi (banned 29 December 2014 by Norilsk City Court, Krasnoyarsk Region) 

found during prosecutor's office inspection of the Yalkin Uram mosque in Oktyabrskoye 

village; officials found the book "freely accessible" on shelves in the prayer room, 
"among religious literature intended for distribution and study by parishioners"; 

defendant claimed he did not know how the book entered the mosque – it may have 

been brought by visitors; defendant pointed out that parishioners were not allowed to 

take books from the mosque and could only study them on the premises 
 

Confiscation/destruction: destruction 

 

Appeal: unsuccessful – 26 October 2017, Penza Regional Court 
 

43) 8 September 2017 
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Name: Yu. A. Gafarova 

 

Punishment: 1,000 Roubles 
 

Court: Sibay City Court, Republic of Bashkortostan 

 

Material: Islamic video "Wonders of the Koran" (banned 7 April 2011 by Nefteyugansk 
City Court, Khanty-Mansi Autonomous Region) uploaded to defendant's VKontakte profile 

page; defendant denied knowing the film had been ruled extremist and had now deleted 

it 

 
Confiscation/destruction: n/a 

 

Appeal: none 

 

44) 22 September 2017 
 

Name: K.E. Kovalchuk 

 

Punishment: 2,000 Roubles 
 

Court: Privolzhsky District Court, Astrakhan Region 

 

Material: text of Islamic publications "The Way to the Koran" (2003, Abilov, Zeynalov, 
and Sons) by Elmir Kuliyev (banned 12 July 2012 by Kuybyshev District Court, Omsk) 

and "The Life of the Prophet, May Allah Bless and Welcome Him" by Al-Mubarakfuri Safi 

ar-Rahman (2008 Ummah edition, banned 21 March 2012 by Lenin District Court, 

Orenburg) uploaded to defendant's VKontakte profile page 
 

Confiscation/destruction: n/a 

 

Appeal: none 

 
45) 4 October 2017 

 

Name: Elvira Zagidullina 

 
Punishment: unknown fine 

 

Court: Karmaskaly Inter-district Court, Republic of Bashkortostan 

 
Material: two Jehovah's Witness books (titles redacted – appear to have been banned by 

Rostov Regional Court on 11 September 2009) found in Sakhayevo village library during 

prosecutor's office inspection; librarian explained they had been donated to the library 

 

Confiscation/destruction: destruction 
 

Appeal: none 

 

46) 19 October 2017 
 

Name: A.G. Tokmakov 

 

Punishment: 1,000 Roubles  
 

Court: Verkhnekamsk District Court, Kirov Region 
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Material: Islamic text "General Introduction to Islam" by Sheikh Ali al-Tantawi (banned 

24 November 2010 by Maykop City Court, Republic of Adygeya) found by guards on 

correctional colony prisoner – defendant accused of giving it to fellow inmates in the 
exercise yard 

 

Confiscation/destruction: destruction 

 
Appeal: none 

 

47) 19 October 2017 

 
Name: D.M. Akmedov 

 

Punishment: 1,000 Roubles  

 

Court: Lenin District Court, Astrakhan 
 

Material: text of Islamic publication "The Life of the Prophet, May Allah Bless and 

Welcome Him" by Al-Mubarakfuri Safi ar-Rahman (banned 19 April 2011 by Primorsky 

District Court, St Petersburg) uploaded to defendant's VKontakte profile page; defendant 
denied knowing the book had been ruled extremist 

 

Confiscation/destruction: n/a 

 
Appeal: none 

 

48) 24 October 2017 

 
Name: M.M. Kabirov 

 

Punishment: 1,000 Roubles 

 

Court: Beloretsk City Court, Republic of Bashkortostan 
 

Material: Islamic video "Wonders of the Koran" (banned 7 April 2011 by Nefteyugansk 

City Court Khanty-Mansi Autonomous Region) uploaded onto defendant's VKontakte 

profile page; defendant admitted the upload, but denied knowing the video had been 
ruled extremist, and claimed he deleted the video a day later 

 

Confiscation/destruction: n/a 

 
Appeal: none 

 

49) 24 October 2017 

 

Name: M.M. Kartoyeva 
 

Punishment: 1,000 Roubles 

 

Court: Magas District Court, Republic of Ingushetiya 
 

Material: two copies of Islamic text "Fortress of a Muslim" (edition unspecified – one of 

two banned on 31 July 2014 by Ussuriysk District Court, Primorye) found by anti-

extremism police on a market stall in Nazran 
 

Confiscation/destruction: destruction 
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Appeal: none 

 

50) 22 November 2017 
 

Name: A.I. Akhmadeyev 

 

Punishment: 2,000 Roubles 
 

Court: Uchaly District Court, Republic of Bashkortostan 

 

Material: Islamic video "Wonders of the Koran" (banned 7 April 2011 by Nefteyugansk 
City Court, Khaty-Mani Autonomous District) uploaded onto defendant's VKontakte profile 

page 

 

Confiscation/destruction: n/a 

 
Appeal: none 

 

51) 13 December 2017 

 
Name: Andrei Lyulyukin, hostel owner 

 

Punishment: 2,000 Roubles 

 
Court: Kanavinsky District Court, Nizhny Novgorod 

 

Material: Jehovah's Witness text "What does the Bible really teach?" found by police on 

bookshelf in a hostel, where guests could leave and take books as they wished; hostel 
director explained he had no knowledge of what books were in the library or who had left 

them, and that the collection had now been removed entirely 

 

Confiscation/destruction: destruction 

 
Appeal: none 

 

52) 20 December 2017 

 
Name: R.D. Zaylyapov – mosque imam 

 

Punishment: unknown fine 

 
Court: Surgut City Court, Khanty-Mansi Autnomous District 

 

Material: anti-extremism police inspection of mosque premises found banned Islamic 

literature in a classroom and the mosque shop; titles redacted, but appear to include 

Elmir Kuliyev's "The Way to the Koran" (2003, Abilov, Zeynalov, and Sons; banned 12 
July 2012 by Kuybyshev District Court, Omsk);  

 

Confiscation/destruction: destruction 

 
Appeal: none 

 

53) 22 December 2017 

 
Name: Khabibullo Gulov 
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Punishment: 1,000 Roubles  

 

Court: Verkhnekamsk District Court, Kirov Region 

 
Material: single copy of Islamic text "Forty Hadiths" (edition unspecified, banned 28 May 

2012 by Sol-Iletsk District Court, Orenburg Region) found in locker belonging to prisoner 

in correctional colony, during inspection by prosecutor's office; prisoner accused of giving 

the book to two fellow inmates in the prison library 
 

Confiscation/destruction: destruction 

 

Appeal: none 
 

54) 27 December 2017 

 

Name: A.A. Magomedov 

 
Punishment: 1,000 Roubles  

 

Court: Kizilyurt District Court, Republic of Dagestan 

 
Material: imam of Red Mosque (Chontaul village); inter-agency (prosecutor's office, FSB, 

police) inspection of mosque found 15 copies of banned Islamic literature, including 

"Fortress of a Muslim" (3rd edition, Ezhayev; banned 22 August 2016 by Soviet District 

Court, Ulan-Ude), "Fortress of a Muslim" (2006 edition, Ezhayev; banned 16 February 
2015 by Kurgan City Court), "Fortress of a Muslim" (edition unspecified, banned 31 July 

2014 by Ussuriysk District Court, Primorye), and "Personality of a Muslim" (4th edition, 

banned 6 August 2007 by Buguruslan City Court, Orenburg Region); according to imam, 

the books had been brought to the mosque by parishioners and distributed by them 
 

Confiscation/destruction: confiscation 

 

Appeal: none 

 

23 Jehovah’s Witnesses behind bars (+ 1) and 3 put 
under house arrest  

JW Headquarters (18.07.2018) - On Sunday 15 July 2018, around 4 p.m., a police raid 

took place in Penza (about 650 km SE of Moscow). The police officers arrived at homes 
where four small groups of Witnesses had gathered. They had waited for someone to 

leave the apartments before bursting in and conducting searches. In one of the groups, a 

female investigator searched 6 women, ordering them to remove all of their clothes. As is 

often the case, the police seized all electronic devices and storage media, printed 

photographs, personal notes and notebooks. They detained about 20 adults in total, 
taking them to the police station. At 2 or 3 a.m. they finally let all the women go, along 

with most of the men.  However Vladimir Alushkin, Vladimir Kulyasov, Andrey 

Magliv, and Denis Timoshin were detained.  On 17 July, a judge sentenced Mr. 

Alushkin to pre-trial detention (two months), while the other three men have been 
placed under house arrest (two months).  

 

Additionally, the US Holocaust Memorial Museum issued a press release 

(https://bit.ly/2uK9y7G) to express their ‘deep concern’ over the escalating persecution 
of JWs in Russia.  The press release included a reminder that JWs were persecuted 

(many even killed) during the Nazi regime. The German government targeted JWs largely 

due to the fact they would not swear allegiance to the state (any state) or serve in the 

https://bit.ly/2uK9y7G


Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | Russia     

military. Thus, learning from such a dark period in history, the Museum’s director urged 

“leaders from across society to forcefully denounce the anti-Jehovah’s Witnesses 

campaign currently underway” in Russia:  

 
The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum remains deeply concerned over 

the continuing harassment and persecution of Jehovah’s Witnesses by Russian 

authorities. Since the Russian Supreme Court labeled Jehovah’s Witnesses an 

“extremist organization” in April 2016, Witness property has been seized by 
the state, numerous Witnesses have been arrested, and hundreds have fled 

the country. 

 

“The state-sponsored persecution of Jehovah’s Witnesses continues to 
escalate in the Russian Federation,” said Tad Stahnke, the Museum’s director 

of international educational outreach. “The Museum urges leaders from across 

society to forcefully denounce the anti-Jehovah’s Witness campaign currently 

underway.” 

 
During the Nazi regime, the German government targeted Jehovah’s 

Witnesses because their religious beliefs prevented them from adhering to the 

requirements of the Nazi state. Witnesses do not swear allegiance to any state 

or serve in the military. These religious convictions as well as their 
international connections—the headquarters are in the United States and 

some Witnesses travel abroad for their missionary work—made them a 

perceived threat to Nazism. Of the 25,000–30,000 active Jehovah’s Witnesses 

in Nazi Germany, about half were convicted and sentenced during the Nazi 
period. Of those convicted or sentenced, between 2,000 and 2,500 were sent 

to concentration camps, as were a total of about 700 to 800 non-German 

Witnesses. An estimated 1,000 German Witnesses and 400 non-German 

Witnesses died in the camps. 
 

A living memorial to the Holocaust, the United States Holocaust Memorial 

Museum inspires citizens and leaders worldwide to confront hate, prevent 

genocide, and promote human dignity. Its far-reaching educational programs 

and global impact are made possible by generous donors. For more 
information, visit ushmm.org. 

 

Update on the Christensen trial 

Russia Religion News (15.07.2018) - 

https://www2.stetson.edu/~psteeves/relnews/180713a.html - In June of 2018, five court 

sessions were held: 4,5,6,13, and 14 June 2018. In this time, two witnesses were 

questioned and the other days were devoted to examining recordings of secret videos of 
worship services that were held on 19 and 26 February, 2017, and also written materials 

of the case on which the prosecution is relying. 

  

On 4 June 2018, during the course of six hours, a secret witness was questioned in court 

in open session, whose face was not visible and whose voice was altered. The secret 
witness's speech was well delivered, on the level of a university teacher. He was well 

versed in religious specifics. One got the impression that the answers had been verified 

by the state prosecution. In answering all of the prosecutor's questions, the witness tried 

to point to the "special" role of Christensen, who, he maintained, was the most important 
person among Jehovah's Witnesses in Orel and Orel oblast. The witness described how 

he attended services of the Jehovah's Witnesses about ten times. He was forced to 

acknowledge that all these events were held peacefully and there was no threat to him 

and others: believers sang songs, praised God, delivered prayers, listened to biblical 

https://www.ushmm.org/information/press/press-releases/museum-statement-on-jehovahs-witnesses-in-russia
https://www.ushmm.org/information/press/press-releases/museum-statement-on-jehovahs-witnesses-in-russia
https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10006187
https://www2.stetson.edu/~psteeves/relnews/180713a.html
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speeches, and discussed the Bible with the aid of questions and answers. He also shared 

his impressions about Jehovah's Witnesses: they maintain "normal, working relations" 

with the state, "but they do not serve in the armed forces." 

  
Dennis Christensen declared in the courtroom that this secret witness is Oleg Kurdiumov. 

It is known that Oleg Gennadievich Kurdiumov is a teacher in the department of 

"Humanities and Natural Sciences Disciplines" of the Orel State University, a graduate of 

the department of religious studies and theology, and a specialist in the area of para-
Orthodox heresies. The secret witness recounted a number of myths about Jehovah's 

Witnesses. For example, he stated that Jehovah's Witnesses allegedly break off relations 

with relatives if the latter profess a different religion; otherwise the believers will go to 

Hell along with their relatives. (Jehovah's Witnesses have no such beliefs.) To the 
lawyers' question of where the witness obtained such information, he cited Wikipedia. 

  

The secret witness did not answer all questions willingly. For example, in responding to a 

prosecution's question, the witness declared that only their "own" folk may enter the 

meetings of Jehovah's Witnesses, and entry is closed to outsiders. The defense asked 
how he himself got into the services, but the witness began responding evasively. During 

the questioning, article 51 of the constitution was actively used, selecting which 

questions he must answer and which not. For example, in the case there is material from 

an operational search—audio tapes of a conversation that occurred on 16 May 2017 
between Christensen and Kurdiumov in the café "Country Chicken" in Orel. When the 

secret witness was asked whether he met with Christensen in this café, the witness 

refused to answer, claiming "this may disclose [his] identity." 

  
On 6 June 2018, a new witness was questioned, 55-year-old Sergei Filippov, who 

explained that he had been baptized as a Jehovah's Witness in Ukraine 13 years ago. But 

in 2014, because of military activity in the Donbass, where he was living with his family 

of many children, he was forced to move to Russia. After settling in Orel, he discovered 
to his surprise that Jehovah's Witnesses in Russia did not have religious literature 

because customs agencies prohibited its importation in Russia. He regularly attended 

worship services of Jehovah's Witnesses in Orel and there were no signs of extremism in 

them. Jehovah's Witnesses' services are conducted peacefully in accordance with an 

identical procedure throughout the world. 
  

On 5, 13, and 14 June, the trial was held behind closed doors because video tapes of 

worship services held on 19 and 26 February 2017, which had been secretly recorded by 

order of the Department of the F.S.B. for Orel oblast, were examined. 
  

The next judicial session is scheduled for 2 July 2018. (tr. by PDS, posted 13 July 2018) 

   

  
JULY 2 TO 4, 2018 

Jehovah's Witnesses in Russia, 13 July 2018 

  

The surname of Orthodox theologian Oleg Kurdiumov was again heard in court. 

  
On 2 July 2018, the prosecutor partially published in open court session procedural 

documents that gave evidence that a conversation of Kurdiumov and Christensen in the 

café "Country Chicken," that occurred on 16 May 2017, was secretly recorded on a 

dictaphone. (Oleg Kurdiumov is a teacher of the Orel State University, a graduate of the 
department of religious studies and theology, and a specialist in the area of the history of 

para-Orthodox heresies.) Attorney Anton Bogdanov called the court's attention to the 

fact that a printed transcript of the stenogram, made by personnel of the U.F.S.B., in 

some places distorts the meaning of what Christensen said during the conversation with 
Kurdiumov, and that listening to the audio tape will help establish this fact. 

  

https://www.jw-russia.org/news/18071310-369.html
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After this, the court examined in closed session the audiotape of the conversation of 

these two persons. (Remaining behind the closed doors of the session was information as 

to what motives drove the young historian, who showed up alongside Christensen just 

when the F.S.B. was conducting a secret video or audio recording. Only the prosecutors, 
lawyers, judge, and the defendant himself were left in the courtroom and were able to 

hear the conversation between Christensen and Kurdiumov at the small table in an 

ordinary café in Orel, after which, nine days later, Christensen was arrested. What 

questions that evening of 16 May 2017 concerned the Orthodox theologian Kurdiumov? 
Was he interested in biblical teachings, or did he try to draw out Christensen on topics of 

interest to personnel of the F.S.B.?  It remains to be hoped that the answers to these 

question will be heard during the debates of the sides of the prosecution and defense, 

and possibley also in the court's verdict.) 
  

On 3 July 2018 the state prosecutor examined in open court session documents 

contained in volumes 2 and 3 of the criminal case, from which it follows that telephone 

conversations of Dennis Christensen and another four citizens were listened to, by 

decision of the Zheleznodorozhny district court of the city of Orel, during the course of 
six months. And Christensen's conversations continued to be overheard also after he was 

placed in the SIZO, all the way to January 2018. 

  

On 3 and 4 July 2018 the court session was conducted again behind closed doors, 
because this was connected with listening to audio tapes of telephone conversations of 

persons identified in volumes 2 and 3 of the criminal case. 

  

The next court session is scheduled for 9 July 2018. (tr. by PDS, posted 13 July 2018) 

 

53 Jehovah's Witnesses facing criminal prosecution 

By Victoria Arnold, Forum 18 

Full list of 53 Jehovah's Witnesses charged or named as suspects or currently on trial for 

"extremism"-related offences as of 11 July 2018. Of these, 22 are in detention, 3 under house arrest 

and 27 under travel restrictions. Only one is not under restrictions as the criminal investigation 

proceeds. 

Forum18 (12.07.2018) - http://forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2395 - More than 50 
Jehovah's Witnesses are now facing criminal prosecution for exercising their right to 

freedom of religion and belief. Law enforcement agencies carried out yet more armed 

raids, searches, and arrests in a further five Russian regions in June and early July, 

bringing to 22 the number of people now in detention. Another three are under house 

arrest, and 27 are under travel restrictions. 

 

A full list of Jehovah's Witnesses currently (12 July 2018) known to be facing criminal 

prosecution – in detention, under house arrest, under travel restrictions, and in one case 

under no known restrictions - is given below. 

The most recent arrests include Anastasiya Polyakova in Omsk, the first woman known to 

have been placed in pre-trial detention, although several others had already been 

charged or named as suspects and put under travel restrictions (see F18News 11 July 

2018 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2394. 

A total of 53 Jehovah's Witnesses have been charged or named as suspects or are 

currently on trial for "extremism"-related offences as of 11 July 2018. The majority of 

http://forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2395
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2394
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these people – 12 women, 37 men – are under investigation for "continuing the 

activities" of the banned Jehovah's Witness Administrative Centre and its local 

communities. 

 
As of 11 July 2018, 22 people are in pre-trial detention (21 men, 1 woman), three people 

are under house arrest (all men), and 27 people (11 women, 16 men) are under travel 

restrictions. Only one man is currently under no restrictions. 

For exercising their right to freedom of religion and belief, the Jehovah's Witnesses stand 
accused of continuing the activities of their national-level Administrative Centre and the 

local communities which it oversaw. All of these were outlawed as "extremist" by 

Supreme Court rulings of 20 April and 17 July 2017 (see F18News 18 July 2017 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2297). 
 

International human rights law, however, allows anyone to exercise freedom of religion 

and belief without state permission. 

Muslims also targeted 

Muslim readers of works by theologian Said Nursi are also targeted by "anti-extremism" 
raids, prosecutions and jailings. Continuing a pattern of jailings re-started in 2017, the 

most recent jailing was of Imam Komil Odilov who was jailed for two years for meeting 

with others to study Nursi's works. Six Muslim men are known to be currently in prison – 

or in custody with appeals pending – having been found guilty of involvement in 
meetings to read Nursi's works (see F18News 8 June 2018 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2386). 

 

Full list of Jehovah's Witnesses facing criminal charges 
Although no Jehovah's Witnesses have yet been given formal jail terms, many have been 

detained for a long time. These include Dennis Ole Christensen (born 18 December 1972) 

who was arrested on 25 May 2017 and put into detention on 26 May 2017. 

Investigators have opened criminal cases against these Jehovah's Witnesses under 
Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1 ("Organisation of the activity of a social or religious 

association or other organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a decision 

legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the carrying out of 

extremist activity") or Part 2 ("Participation in the activity of a social or religious 

association or other organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a decision 
legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the carrying out of 

extremist activity "), and in a few instances under Article 282.3, Part 1 ("Financing of 

extremist activity"). 

If convicted, they could receive lengthy prison sentences or heavy fines (see Forum 18's 
Russia "extremism" religious freedom survey 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215). It is unknown when any of their 

cases will come to court. 

The list below gives: name, date of birth – date of initial arrest; date of decision to put in 
detention/under house arrest/under travel restrictions, date to be released; 

charged/suspect under [Criminal Code Article]; whether or not on Rosfinmonitoring "List 

of Terrorists and Extremists". 

--- 22 in Detention 

Ivanovo – Shuya 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2297
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2386
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215
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1) Dmitry Vasilyevich Mikhailov, born 25 October 1977 – arrested on 19 April 2018; 

detained on 29 May 2018, until 19 July 2018; charged under Criminal Code Article 282.2, 

Part 2 and Criminal Code Article 282.3, Part 1; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

Krasnoyarsk 
 

2) Andrei Garafetanovich Stupnikov, born 17 September 1973 – arrested on 3 July 2018; 

detained on 4 July 2018, until 2 September 2018; suspect under Criminal Code Article 

282.2, Part 1; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

Magadan 

 

3) Konstantin Nikolayevich Petrov, born 9 August 1986 – arrested on 30 May 2018; 

detained on 1 June 2018, until 29 July 2018; suspect under Criminal Code Article 282.2, 
Part 1; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

4) Ivan Grigoryevich Puyda, born 5 November 1978 – arrested in Khabarovsk on 30 May 

2018; detained in Magadan on 1 June 2018, until 30 July 2018; charged under Criminal 

Code Article 282.2, Part 1; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

5) Sergey Liviyevich Yerkin, born 23 June 1953 – arrested on 30 May 2018; detained on 
1 June 2018, until 29 July 2018; suspect under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1; not 

on Rosfinmonitoring List 

6) Yevgeny Anatolyevich Zyablov, born 9 March 1977 – arrested on 30 May 2018; 

detained on 1 June 2018, until 29 July 2018; suspect under Criminal Code Article 282.2, 
Part 1; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

Murmansk – Polyarny 

7) Roman Nikolayevich Markin, born 18 March 1974 – arrested on 18 April 2018; 

detained no later than 20 April 2018, until 11 October 2018; charged under Criminal 
Code Article 282.2, Part 1; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

8) Viktor Fyodorovich Trofimov, born 26 March 1957 – arrested on 18 April 2018; 

detained no later than 20 April 2018, until 12 October 2018; charged under Criminal 

Code Article 282.2, Part 1; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

Omsk 

 

9) Anastasiya Andreyevna Polyakova, born 25 May 1984 – arrested on 4 July 2018; 

detained on 6 July 2018, until unknown date (probably no later than 4 September); 

charged under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 2; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

10) Sergei Valeryevich Polyakov, 28 April 1972 – arrested on 4 July 2018; detained on 6 

July 2018, until unknown date (probably no later than 4 September); charged under 

Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 2; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

Orenburg 
 

11) Aleksandr Gennadyevich Suvorov, born 20 April 1980 – arrested on 16 May; 

detained on 19 May, 2018, until 14 July 2018; charged under Criminal Code Article 

282.2, Part 1; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 
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12) Vladimir Yuryevich Kochnev, born 15 October 1979 – arrested on 16 May; detained 

on 19 May, 2018, until 14 July 2018; charged under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1; 

not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

Oryol 
 

13) Dennis Ole Christensen, born 18 December 1972 – arrested on 25 May 2017; 

detained on 26 May 2017, until 1 August 2018; currently on trial under Criminal Code 

Article 282.2, Part 1; added to Rosfinmonitoring List on 27 March 2018 

Primorye – Vladivostok 

14) Valentin Pavlovich Osadchuk, born 15 March 1976 – arrested on 19 April 2018; 

detained on 23 April 2018, until 20 September 2018; charged under Criminal Code 

Article 282.2, Part 2; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

Saratov 

 

15) Konstantin Viktorovich Bazhenov, born 10 May 1975 – arrested on 12 June 2018; 

detained on 14 June 2018, until 12 August 2018; charged under Criminal Code Article 

282.2, Part 1; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

16) Aleksey Vladimirovich Budenchuk, born 27 July 1982 – arrested on 12 June 2018; 

detained on 14 June 2018, until 12 August 2018; charged under Criminal Code Article 

282.2, Part 1; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

17) Felix Khasanovich Makhammadiev, born 14 December 1984 – arrested on 12 June 
2018; detained on 14 June 2018, until 12 August 2018; charged under Criminal Code 

Article 282.2, Part 1; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

Tatarstan – Naberezhnyye Chelny 

18) Ilkham Shamilyevich Karimov, born 9 February 1981 – arrested on 27 May; detained 
on 29 May 2018, until 25 July 2018; charged under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1; 

not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

19) Konstantin Viktorovich Matrashov, born 22 August 1988 arrested on 27 May; 

detained on 29 May 2018, until 25 July 2018; charged under Criminal Code Article 282.2, 
Part 1 (and 1.1 and 2?); not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

20) Vladimir Nikolayevich Myakushin, born 6 November 1987 – arrested on 27 May; 

detained on 29 May 2018, until 25 July 2018; charged under Criminal Code Article 282.2, 

Part 1 (and 1.1 and 2?); not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

21) Aydar Maratovich Yulmetyev, born August 1993 – arrested on 29 May; detained on 
31 May 2018, until 25 July 2018; charged under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1 (and 

1.1 and 2?); not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

Tomsk 

 
22) Sergey Gennadyevich Klimov, born 26 March 1970 – arrested on 3 June 2018; 

detained on 5 June 2018, until 4 August 4 2018; charged under Criminal Code Article 

282.2, Part 1; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

--- 3 under House Arrest 
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Bashkortostan – Ufa 

1) Anatoly Sergeyevich Vilitkevich, born 15 September 1986 – arrested on 10 April 2018; 

detained on 12 April 2018 and released on appeal on 21 June 2018; unknown when 

house arrest due to end; charged under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 2; added to 
Rosfinmonitoring List on unknown date 

Orenburg 

 

2) Vladislav Sergeyevich Kolbanov, born 27 November 1992 – arrested on 16 May 2018; 
put under house arrest on 19 May 2018, until 14 July 2018; charged under Criminal Code 

Article 282.3, Part 1; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

Perm 

 
3) Aleksandr Vasilyevich Solovyov, born 13 February 1970 – arrested on 22 May 2018; 

put under house arrest on 24 May 2018, until 22 July 2018; charged under Criminal Code 

Article 282.2, Part 2; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

--- 27 under Travel Restrictions 

Belgorod 
 

1) Anatoly Aleksandrovich Shalyapin, born 21 January 1994 – arrested on 7 February 

2018; released under travel restrictions on 10 February 2018; suspect under Criminal 

Code Article 282.2, Part 1; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

Ivanovo – Shuya 

2) Aleksey A., date of birth unknown – arrested 26 June 2018, unknown if detained for 

48 hours; put under travel restrictions on unknown date; charged under Criminal Code 

Article 282.2, Part 2; unknown if on Rosfinmonitoring List 

3) Yelena Valentinovna Mikhailova, born 9 August 1983 – arrested 29 May 2018 but not 

detained; put under travel restrictions on 22 June 2018; charged under Criminal Code 

Article 282.2, Part 2 and Criminal Code Article 282.3, Part 1; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

4) Svetlana P., date of birth unknown – arrested on 26 June 2018, unknown if detained 
for 48 hours; put under travel restrictions on unknown date; unknown if charged or still 

suspect, under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1 and Criminal Code Article 282.3, Part 

1; unknown if on Rosfinmonitoring List 

5) Svetlana Yuryevna Shishina, born 16 November 1975– arrested 29 May 2018 but not 

detained; put under travel restrictions on 22 June 2018; charged under Criminal Code 
Article 282.2, Part 2 and Criminal Code Article 282.3, Part 1; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

Jewish Autonomous Region – Birobidzhan 

6) Alam Abdulaziz ogly Aliyev, born 14 January 1963 – arrested on 17 May 2018; 

detained on 18 May but released on appeal on 25 May and placed under travel 
restrictions; charged under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1 

Kabardino-Balkariya – Maysky 
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7) Yury Viktorovich Zalipayev, born 8 October 1962 – case opened in August 2017; put 

under travel restrictions on 24 April 2018; charged under Criminal Code Article 280, Part 

1 and Criminal Code Article 282, Part 1 and due in court on 16 July 2018; not on 

Rosfinmonitoring List 

Kabardino-Balkariya – Prokhladny 

8) Arkadya Akopovich Akopyan, born 28 May 1948 – put under travel restrictions on 3 

May 2017; currently on trial under Criminal Code Article 282, Part 1; not on 

Rosfinmonitoring List 

Orenburg 

 

9) Pavel Aleksandrovich Lekontsev, born 5 July 1981 – arrested 16 May 2018 but not 

detained; put under travel restrictions on 16 May 2018; charged under Criminal Code 
Article 282.2, Part 2; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

10) Sergey Viktorovich Logunov, born 28 November 1962 – arrested 16 May 2018 but 

not detained; put under travel restrictions on 16 May 2018; charged under Criminal Code 

Article 282.2, Part 2; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

11) Aleksey Nikolayevich Matveyev, born 23 April 1983 – arrested 16 May 2018 but not 
detained; put under travel restrictions on 16 May 2018; charged under Criminal Code 

Article 282.2, Part 2; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

12) Olga Timofeyevna Sandu, born 31 March 1984 – arrested 16 May 2018 but not 

detained; put under travel restrictions on 16 May 2018 but has since left Russia; charged 
under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 2; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

13) Fail Samigullovich Shangareyev, born 16 December 1960 – arrested 16 May 2018 

but not detained; put under travel restrictions on 16 May 2018 but has since left Russia; 

charged under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 2; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

14) Nikolay Nikolayevich Zhugin, born 14 February 1976 – arrested 16 May 2018 but not 

detained; put under travel restrictions on 16 May 2018; charged under Criminal Code 

Article 282.2, Part 2; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

Oryol 
 

15) Sergei Vladimirovich Skrynnikov, born 30 October 1962 – arrested 25 May 2017 but 

not detained beyond 48 hours; put under travel restrictions on 13 March 2018; charged 

under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 2; added to Rosfinmonitoring List on 27 March 

2018 
 

Vladivostok, Primorye 

16) Nailya Sunatovna Kogay, born 5 October 1951 – arrested on 19 April 2018; put 

under travel restrictions on 19 April; charged under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 2 

17) Lyubov Aleksandrovna Galaktionova, born 1947 – arrested on 19 April 2018; put 

under travel restrictions on 19 April; charged under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 2 

18) Nina Ivanovna Purge, born 19 June 1940 – arrested on 19 April 2018; put under 

travel restrictions on 19 April; charged under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 2 
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19) Raisa Mikhailovna Usanova, born 28 September 1947 – arrested on 19 April 2018; 

put under travel restrictions on 19 April; charged under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 

2 

 
20) Yelena Viktorovna Zayshchuk, born 25 August 1934 – arrested on 19 April 2018; put 

under travel restrictions on 19 April; charged under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 2 

Pskov 

 
21) Gennady Valerianovich Shpakovsky, born 6 October 1958 – arrested on 3 June 2018; 

put under travel restrictions on unknown date; suspect under Criminal Code Article 

282.2, Part 1; added to Rosfinmonitoring List on 6 July 2018 

Sakha-Yakutiya – Lensk 

22) Igor Nikolayevich Ivashin, born 16 April 1976 – arrested on 30 June or 1 July 2018; 

put under travel restrictions on 2 July; suspect under unknown Article; not on 

Rosfinmonitoring List 

 

Saratov 
 

23) Gennady Vasilyevich German, born 12 June 1969 – arrested on 12 June 2018 but not 

detained beyond 48 hours; put under travel restrictions on 14 June 2018; suspect under 

Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

24) Roman Aleksandrovich Gridasov, born 16 September 1978 – arrested on 12 June 

2018 but not detained beyond 48 hours; put under travel restrictions on 14 June 2018; 

suspect under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

25) Aleksey Petrovich Miretsky, born 14 December 1975 – arrested on 12 June 2018 but 
not detained beyond 48 hours; put under travel restrictions on 14 June 2018; suspect 

under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 

Tatarstan – Naberezhnyye Chelny 

26) Zinaida Viktorovna Soldatova, born 2 April 1967 – arrested on 27 March 2018 but 
not detained; put under travel restrictions on 12 June 2018; suspect under Criminal Code 

Article 282.2, Parts 1, 1.1, and 2 

27) Valentina Ivanovna Stepkina, born 18 January 1951 – arrested on 27 March 2018 

but not detained; put under travel restrictions on 6 June 2018; suspect under Criminal 

Code Article 282.2, Parts 1, 1.1, and 2 

--- 1 under no known restrictions 

Belgorod 

 

1) Sergey Aleksandrovich Voykov, born 28 August 1975 – arrested on 7 February 2018; 
released under travel restrictions on 10 February 2018, which later lapsed; suspect under 

Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 2; not on Rosfinmonitoring List 
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Criminal prosecutions of 50+ Jehovah's Witnesses 

By Victoria Arnold, Forum 18 

Prosecutors are investigating at least 50 Jehovah's Witnesses in 16 Russian regions on 

"extremism" criminal charges. Of these, 21 men and 1 woman are known to be in 

detention, with 3 more under house arrest and 27 under travel restrictions. If convicted, 

they could receive lengthy jail terms. 

Forum 18 (11.07.2018) - http://forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2394 - More than 

50 Jehovah's Witnesses are now facing criminal prosecution for exercising their right to 

freedom of religion and belief. Law enforcement agencies carried out yet more armed 

raids, searches, and arrests in a further five Russian regions in June and early July, 
bringing to 22 the number of people now in detention. Another three are under house 

arrest and 27 under travel restrictions. 

 

The most recent arrests include Anastasiya Polyakova in Omsk, the first woman known to 

have been placed in pre-trial detention (although several others had already been 
charged or named as suspects and put under travel restrictions) (see below). 

(For a full list of those facing criminal prosecution, see F18News 12 July 2018 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2395.) 

 
For exercising their right to freedom of religion and belief, the Jehovah's Witnesses stand 

accused of continuing the activities of their national-level Administrative Centre and the 

local communities which it oversaw. All of these were outlawed as "extremist" by 

Supreme Court rulings of 20 April and 17 July 2017 (see F18News 18 July 2017 
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2297). 

 

International human rights law, however, allows anyone to exercise freedom of religion 

and belief without state permission. 

Criminal investigations resulting from the 2017 ban are now underway in 16 regions – 

Republic of Bashkortostan, Belgorod, Ivanovo, Jewish Autonomous Region, Krasnoyarsk, 

Magadan, Murmansk, Omsk, Orenburg, Perm, Primorye, Pskov, Republic of Sakha-

Yakutiya, Saratov, Republic of Tatarstan, and Tomsk. 

The prosecutions come despite the judges' insistence whey they issued the ruling that it 
"does not amount to prohibition of the religion of Jehovah's Witnesses as such", and that 

the Russian government has twice claimed that the ban "does not contain a restriction or 

prohibition on individual profession of [Jehovah's Witness] teachings" (see F18News 23 

April 2018 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2372). 
 

Muslims also targeted 

Muslim readers of works by theologian Said Nursi are also targeted by "anti-extremism" 

raids, prosecutions and jailings. Typically, such Muslims meet in private homes to study 

Islam, with one or more expounding Nursi's works. They also pray, eat, and drink tea 

together, and do not seek state permission to meet. Continuing a pattern of jailings re-
started in 2017, in May 2018 Ilgar Aliyev was jailed for eight years, the longest known 

prison term for studying Nursi's works (see F18News 2 July 2018 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2391). 

http://forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2394
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2395
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2297
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2372
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2391


Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | Russia     

In June, Imam Komil Odilov was jailed for two years for the same "crime". Six Muslim 

men are known to be currently in prison – or in custody with appeals pending – having 

been found guilty of involvement in meetings to read Nursi's works (see F18News 8 June 

2018 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2386). 

Protests 

 

On 21 June, the Presidential Council on Human Rights asked Russia's General 

Prosecutor's Office to examine the legality of the Supreme Court's ban on Jehovah's 

Witness organisations. 

The wives of some of the men in pre-trial detention had written to the Council on 7 June, 
asking "how many more dozens, hundreds, thousands of prisoners of conscience are 

needed in order to end this unjust criminal prosecution of people for their faith in 

God?"and claiming that "Against a whole religion, one of the largest Christian 

denominations in Russia, a real terror has now been unleashed". 

More than 60 Russian human rights activists, lawyers, and journalists also published a 

statement on 19 June. "The persecution of Jehovah's Witnesses shows the inconsistency 

of anti-extremist legislation in general," they argued. "If society does not protect the 

Jehovah's Witnesses, if their rights are not restored, this will mean that everyone can be 

declared an extremist." Their statement ends by calling for the release of all detainees 
and the overturning of the Supreme Court's ban. 

Lengthy prison terms, bank accounts blocked 

 

Investigators have opened criminal cases against these Jehovah's Witnesses under 
Criminal Code Article 282.2 Part 1 ("Organisation of the activity of a social or religious 

association or other organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a decision 

legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the carrying out of 

extremist activity") or Part 2 ("Participation in the activity of a social or religious 
association or other organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a decision 

legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the carrying out of 

extremist activity "), and in a few instances under Article 282.3 Part 1 ("Financing of 

extremist activity"). If convicted, they could receive lengthy prison sentences or heavy 
fines (see Forum 18's Russia "extremism" religious freedom survey 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215). It is unknown when any of their 

cases will come to court. 

 

The Jehovah's Witnesses under investigation are also now starting to appear on the 
Federal Financial Monitoring Service (Rosfinmonitoring) "List of Terrorists and 

Extremists", whose accounts banks are obliged to freeze (see Forum 18's Russia 

"extremism" religious freedom survey 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215). 
 

Gennady Shpakovsky from Pskov and Alam Aliyev from Birobidzhan were added to the 

List on 6 July, Anatoly Vilitkevich from Ufa on an unknown date, and Sergei Skrynnikov 

on 27 March. 
 

Typically, law enforcement operatives from a variety of agencies, including armed men in 

masks and body armour, arrive at Jehovah's Witnesses' homes usually late at night or 

early in the morning. The occupants are sometimes made to lie on the floor or face the 

wall while the officers search their flats and houses. Officers then confiscate a similar 
range of possessions – electronic devices, bank cards, personal photographs, and books 

– and take the Jehovah's Witnesses, including children and the elderly, to a police station 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2386
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215
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or Investigative Committee office for questioning (see eg. F18News 6 June 2018 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2385). 

 

Interrogations can last several hours, after which most people are released (some under 
travel restrictions). Others are kept in temporary detention until investigators decide 

whether to apply to a court for longer-term restrictive measures – they must do this 

within 48 hours of the initial detention (see eg. F18News 6 June 2018 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2385). 
 

A judge must then decide whether to grant an investigator's request to place an 

individual in detention or under house arrest. An initial period of detention/house arrest 

lasts for two months from the date the criminal case was opened (usually on or shortly 
before the date of the raid) – towards the end of this period, investigators must return to 

court if they wish to seek an extension. Detainees may appeal to a higher court to have 

these restrictive measures lifted or reduced (see eg. F18News 6 June 2018 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2385). 

 
A new law signed by President Vladimir Putin on 3 July stipulates that one day in pre-trial 

detention now counts as one and half days in a correctional colony after sentencing (it 

will be applied retroactively). Previously, custodial sentences were reduced by exactly the 

length of time a person had served in pre-trial custody. 
 

Conditions for the Jehovah's Witnesses in detention are "more or less fine, no different 

from those of other detainees", Jehovah's Witness spokesman Yaroslav Sivulsky told 

Forum 18 on 10 July. They are allowed to have Bibles, he added, although only in the 
Synodal version. The Jehovah's Witnesses New World version is banned as "extremist" 

(see F18News 29 September 2017 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2319). 

 
On the whole, the Jehovah's Witness detainees have reported good relations with prison 

staff. According to Sivulsky, some guards have even asked "Why are you here? Have 

they really started jailing people for reading the Bible?"  

 

Forum 18 wrote to the Investigative Committee's federal-level press office before the 
start of the Moscow working day on 10 July, asking why the use of armed force is 

deemed necessary and whether Jehovah's Witnesses are allowed religious literature in 

detention. No reply has been received as of the end of the Moscow working day on 11 

July.  

Two criminal trials already underway 

 

Two Jehovah's Witnesses are already on trial for alleged "extremism" offences which took 

place before the nationwide ban came into force (see F18News 27 April 2018 
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373). 

 

The registered Jehovah's Witness organisation in Oryol was ruled "extremist" and ordered 

liquidated in June 2016 (see F18News 15 February 2017 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2256). Dennis Ole Christensen's 
prosecution is derived from this local ban, and not the nationwide prohibition on 

Jehovah's Witness activities, which came into force in July 2017, after the case against 

him was initiated (see F18News 18 July 2017 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2297). 
 

Prosecutors accuse Christensen of "continuing the activities" of the banned and liquidated 

Oryol Jehovah's Witness community, and have charged him under Criminal Code Article 

282.2, Part 1 ("Organisation of the activity of a social or religious association or other 
organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a decision legally in force on 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2385
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2385
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2385
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2319
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2256
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2297
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liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the carrying out of extremist 

activity") (see F18News 20 February 2018 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2355). 

 
Christensen has appeared 23 times at Oryol's Railway District Court, most recently on 9 

July. 

 

Arkadya Akopovich Akopyan has undergone 19 hearings (the latest on 3 July) at 
Prokhladny District Court in Kabardino-Balkariya. He is charged under Criminal Code 

Article 282, Part 1 ("Actions directed at the incitement of hatred [nenavist] or enmity 

[vrazhda], as well as the humiliation of an individual or group of persons on the basis of 

sex, race, nationality, language, origin, attitude to religion, or social group") (see 
F18News 20 February 2018 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2355). 

 

Prosecutors accuse Akopyan of giving sermons which "degraded the dignity" of Orthodox 

and Muslim clergy, condoning Pussy Riot's demonstration in Moscow's Cathedral of Christ 

the Saviour in 2012, and giving banned "extremist" literature to his community. 
 

The case against Akopyan is based on the testimony of five witnesses who are not 

members of the Jehovah's Witnesses, but who claim to have attended meetings at which 

they heard the allegedly extremist sermons and were given banned texts to distribute. 
This is despite the fact that their mobile phone records show that they were nowhere 

near the Jehovah's Witnesses' building at the times in question, defence lawyers have 

claimed (see F18News 27 April 2018 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373). 
 

Another man charged with alleged offences from before the Supreme Court ruling – Yury 

Zalipayev – will soon appear in court in Maysky, also in Kabardino-Balkariya (see below). 

 

Omsk raid 

 

The Omsk Region Investigative Committee carried out simultaneous raids on four homes 

on 4 July at 7am. They continued searching houses, gardens, outbuildings, and cars until 

3pm that day, and confiscated all electronic devices and drives. Officers took away 
Anastasiya Andreyevna Polyakova (born 25 May 1984) and her husband Sergei 

Valeryevich Polyakov (born 28 April 1972), and had them put in pre-trial detention on 6 

July by order of Azovo District Court. Their initial release date is unknown, but is likely to 

be no later than 4 September, Forum 18 notes. 
 

The investigators left the Polyakovs' front door broken in, the jw-russia.org news website 

commented on 6 July, and nobody was able to contact the couple for two days. 

 
Anastasiya Polyakova is the first Jehovah's Witness woman to be held in pre-trial 

detention. Investigators have now charged her and Sergei under Article 282.2 Part 2, the 

jw-russia.org news website added on 10 July. 

 
Neither Anastasiya nor Sergei was among the founding members of Omsk's former 

Jehovah's Witness community, according to federal tax records. 

 

Neither yet appears on the Rosfinmonitoring "List of Terrorists and Extremists". 

 
No criminal cases are known to have been opened against any other Jehovah's Witnesses 

else in Omsk Region. 

 

The Polyakovs' prison address is: 644007 Omsk, ulitsa Ordzhonikidze 86, Investigation 
Prison No. 1 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2355
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2355
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373
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Krasnoyarsk airport arrest 

 

FSB officers arrested Andrei Garafetanovich Stupnikov (born 17 September 1973) at 
4.20am on 3 July as he and his wife were checking in for a flight at Krasnoyarsk airport. 

 

The following day, 4 July, Judge Marina Belova of the city's Railway District Court ordered 

Stupnikov to be placed in pre-trial detention until 2 September. According to the jw-org 
news website, investigators indicated at the hearing that Stupnikov had been planning to 

attend the Jehovah's Witnesses' international congress in Germany; the judge agreed 

that he "could claim political asylum [in Germany], knowing he was subject to criminal 

prosecution", and therefore decided he should be kept in custody. 
 

Investigators have opened a criminal case against Stupnikov under Article 282.2 Part 1, 

but he remains a suspect and has not yet been formally charged. No criminal case is 

known to have been opened against Stupnikov's wife or any other Jehovah's Witnesses in 
Krasnoyarsk Region. 

 

Stupnikov's name has not yet been added to the Rosfinmonitoring "List of Terrorists and 

Extremists". 

 
Forum 18 believes Stupnikov's prison address to be: 660075, Krasnoyarsk, ulitsa 

Respubliky 72, Investigation Prison No. 1 

 

Raids in Sakha-Yakutiya 
 

On 30 June and 1 July, the Investigative Committee conducted raids on eight homes in 

the town of Lensk in the Republic of Sakha-Yakutiya. Officers took 22 people to a police 

station, of whom 15 were then interrogated. 
 

Igor Nikolayevich Ivashin (born 16 April 1976) is so far the only person known to be the 

subject of a criminal case (under Article 282.2, Part unknown). He has been placed under 

travel restrictions, but it is unknown whether he has yet been charged. He does not yet 

appeal on the Rosfinmonitoring "List of Terrorists and Extremists". 
 

Before the nationwide ban on Jehovah's Witness activity, Lensk did not have a registered 

Jehovah's Witness congregation. 

 

More raids in Ivanovo Region 

 

Investigative Committee and police officers conducted another round of house searches 

in the town of Shuya on 26 June, the jw-russia.org news website reported on 10 July. 
The searches seized a large quantity of personal possessions, including cameras, musical 

scores, and bibles (even the Synodal edition used in the Russian Orthodox Church), as 

well as electronic devices commonly confiscated in such raids. 

 
Several people were taken to Investigative Committee headquarters for questioning, 

including a ten-year-old child. Investigators allegedly threatened the girl's mother that 

she would be charged with "involving a minor in the commission of a crime" if she did not 

cooperate with the investigation. 
 

After the latest searches, officers placed another two people, Svetlana P. and Aleksei A., 

under travel restrictions, the European Association of Jehovah's Witnesses told Forum 18 

on 11 July. Aleksei A. has been charged under Article 282.2, Part 2. Svetlana P. is under 

investigation under Article 282.2, Part 1 and 282.3, Part 1, but it is unknown whether she 
has been charged or named as a suspect. 
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Shuya previously saw raids on Jehovah's Witness homes on 20 April. Dmitry Vasilyevich 

Mikhailov (born 25 October 1977) was later taken into pre-trial custody on 29 May. He 

faces charges under Criminal Code Article 282.3, Part 1 ("Financing of extremist 
activity"), in addition to Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1 ("Organisation of the activity 

of a social or religious association or other organisation in relation to which a court has 

adopted a decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with 

the carrying out of extremist activity"). Shuya City Court ruled that Mikhailov should be 
kept in custody until 29 July. 

 

Mikhailov had previously been under travel restrictions after a law enforcement raid on 

his home on 20 April (see F18News 25 May 2018 
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2381). 

 

His wife Yelena Valentinovna Mikhailova (born 9 August 1983) and Svetlana Yuryevna 

Shishina (born 16 November 1975) were placed under travel restrictions and have also 

been charged under Criminal Code Article 282.3, Part 1 ("Financing of extremist 
activity"), in addition to Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1 ("Participation in…"). 

 

Saratov raids 

 

Saratov Jehovah's Witnesses Konstantin Viktorovich Bazhenov (born 10 May 1975), 

Feliks Khasanovich Makhammadiev (born 14 December 1984), and Aleksei Vladimirovich 

Budenchuk (born 27 July 1982) have all been charged under Article 282.2 Part 1 and 

placed in pre-trial detention until 12 August. 
 

Investigators have also named Aleksei Petrovich Miretsky (born 14 December 1975), 

Roman Aleksandrovich Gridasov (born 16 September 1978), and Gennady Vasilyevich 

German (born 12 June 1969) as suspects (also under Article 282.2, Part 1) and placed 
them under travel restrictions. 

 

The men were among more than ten people taken away for questioning after raids on 

seven homes in Saratov and the village of Shirokoye on 12 June, in which law 

enforcement agents broke down the doors of flats (in one case, they got the wrong 
address and broke in the door of a neighbour's home). Officers seized all electronic 

devices, books, photographs, notebooks, money, bank savings books, and passports. 

Some of those taken to the FSB's Saratov officers were interrogated until past midnight. 

 
During two of the house searches, officers planted banned extremist literature, Jehovah's 

Witnesses claim. At Aleksei Budenchuk's house, for example, "in the sleeve of a child's 

jacket on a hanger, [officers]…demonstratively ‘discovered' two books, one of which was 

on the Federal List of Extremist Materials", according to a 15 July report on the jw-
russia.org news website. 

 

Shirokoye had no registered Jehovah's Witness congregation before the nationwide ban; 

it is unclear whether any of the men were founding members of the Saratov community. 
 

None of the men yet appears on the Rosfinmonitoring "List of Terrorists and Extremists". 

 

Forum 18 believes Bazhenov, Makhammadiev, and Budenchuk are being held at: 410012 

Saratov, ulitsa Kutyakova 105, Investigation Prison No. 1 
 

Pskov raids  
 

FSB personnel and armed National Guard troops carried out "no fewer than five raids" on 
Jehovah's Witness homes in Pskov on 3 June, in some cases breaking down front doors, 

according to the jw-russia.org news website. The families searched included both very 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2381
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young children and elderly people, and at least three people were taken away for 

interrogation. As usual, officers seized tablet computers and mobile phones. 

 

On 31 May, investigators opened a criminal case under Article 282.2, Part 1 against 
Gennady Valerianovich Shpakovsky (born 6 October 1958). He is now under travel 

restrictions and has not yet been formally charged. 

 

No criminal case is known to have been opened against any other Jehovah's Witnesses in 
Pskov Region. 

 

According to federal tax records, Shpakovsky was formerly the chairman of the Pskov 

Jehovah's Witness community. His name was added to the Rosfinmonitoring "List of 
Terrorists and Extremists" on 6 July 2018, according to "Rossiyskaya Gazeta". 

 

Confirmed detentions in Magadan 

 

Konstantin Nikolayevich Petrov (born 9 August 1986), Yevgeny Anatolyevich Zyablov 
(born 9 March 1977), and Sergei Liviyevich Yerkin (born 23 June 1953) were all arrested 

after raids on their homes in Magadan on 30 May. On 1 June, Magadan City Court 

ordered that they be held in pre-trial custody until 29 July. 

 
Law enforcement agents also arrested Magadan resident Ivan Grigoryevich Puyda (born 5 

November 1978) in Khabarovsk on 30 May. Puyda had been in Khabarovsk on business, 

Jehovah's Witnesses explained to Forum 18, and has therefore been returned to 

Magadan to be kept in custody there. On 1 June, Khabarovsk's Railway District Court 
ordered his detention until 30 July. 

 

None of the four men's names has yet been added to the Rosfinmonitoring "List of 

Terrorists and Extremists". 
 

Forum 18 believes the men's prison address to be: 685000 Magadan, Garazhny pereulok 

6a, Investigation Prison No. 1 

 

Release from detention in Bashkortostan 
 

Anatoly Sergeyevich Vilitkevich, the first Jehovah's Witness to be put in pre-trial 

detention after the nationwide ban came into force, has been released from custody and 

instead placed under house arrest.” 
 

Investigative Committee officers initially arrested Vilitkevich (born 15 September 1986) 

on 10 April in his hometown of Ufa, and charged him under Article 282.2 Part 1 (see 

F18News 23 April 2018 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2372). 
 

On 12 April, Lenin District Court ordered him held in pre-trial custody until 2 June – the 

term was extended on 1 June until 2 July. An initial appeal against Vilitkevich's detention, 

on 19 April, was unsuccessful. 

 
Vilitkevich's lawyers argued at a second appeal at the Supreme Court of Bashkortostan 

that their client did not pose any threat to society. Judge Fait Karimov ordered that 

Vilitkevich should be placed under house arrest until 2 August. 

 
Forum 18 has been unable to establish exactly what conditions of house arrest Vilitkevich 

is now under. According to the Criminal Procedural Code, in addition to not being 

permitted to leave one's home, these usually include not being allowed to receive 

visitors, to send or receive post, to use the telephone, or to use the internet. 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2372
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Vilitkevich's name appears on the Rosfinmonitoring List of Terrorists and Extremists (it is 

unknown on what date it was added). 

 
Another Jehovah's Witness soon on trial in Kabardino-Balkariya  

 

The criminal trial of Yury Viktorovich Zalipayev (born 8 October 1962) is due to begin on 

16 July before Judge Yelena Kudryavtseva at Maysky District Court in Kabardino-
Balkariya. A preliminary hearing was held on 4 July in closed court. 

 

Prosecutors charged Zalipayev under Criminal Code Article 282, Part 1 ("Actions directed 

at the incitement of hatred [nenavist] or enmity [vrazhda], as well as the humiliation of 
an individual or group of persons on the basis of sex, race, nationality, language, origin, 

attitude to religion, or social group") and Article 280, Part 1 ("Public calls for extremist 

activity") for alleged offences which took place before the Supreme Court ruling on the 

liquidation of the Administrative Centre and nationwide ban on Jehovah's Witness 

activities. He has been under travel restrictions since 24 April 2018. 
 

Criminal Code Article 280, Part 1 carries the following possible punishments: a fine of 

100,000 to 300,000 Roubles or one to two years' salary; up to three years' compulsory 

labour; up to four years' imprisonment. 
 

Criminal Code Article 282, Part 1 carries the following possible punishments: a fine of 

300,000 to 500,000 Roubles or two to three years' salary; one to four years' compulsory 

labour with the loss of the right to hold certain jobs or engage in certain activities for up 
to three years; two to five years' imprisonment (see Forum 18's Russia "extremism" 

religious freedom survey http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215).  

 

Zalipayev, the former chair of Maysky's now-liquidated Jehovah's Witness community, 
allegedly incited hatred towards Christian clergy, apparently by giving his parishioners 

copies of a banned magazine, one of whom later distributed it in public (see F18News 25 

August 2017 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2310). 

 

Zalipayev's name does not appear on the Rosfinmonitoring "List of Terrorists and 
Extremists" (see Forum 18's Russia "extremism" religious freedom survey 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215). 

 

Two years' jail to punish religious study meetings 

By Victoria Arnold, Forum 18 

The two-year jail term a Novosibirsk court handed to Imam Komil Odilov on 29 June 

brings to 13 the number of people known to have been given custodial sentences to 
punish them for meeting with others to study Islam using the works of Turkish theologian 

Said Nursi. 

Forum18 (02.07.2018) - http://forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2391 - Another 

Muslim has received a prison term for meeting to study Islam using the works of the late 

Turkish theologian Said Nursi. A Novosibirsk court sentenced 42-year-old Imam Komil 
Odilov on 29 June to two years' imprisonment. He was taken into custody straight from 

the courtroom. 

 

Odilov's jailing brings to 13 the number of people known to have been given custodial 
sentences for alleged involvement in "Nurdzhular", an organisation which Muslims in 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2310
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215
http://forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2391
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Russia deny even exists, since it was banned in 2008. Many others have received fines or 

suspended sentences (see below). 

 

Prosecutors in Krasnoyarsk, meanwhile, have lodged an appeal against the fine imposed 
in June on Andrei Dedkov, also for alleged leadership of a "Nurdzhular" cell. They argue 

that the sentence is too lenient (see below). 

 

In Dagestan, Ilgar Aliyev has appealed against his conviction. A court jailed him in May 
for eight years, the longest known prison term for studying Nursi's works (see below). 

 

Odilov, Dedkov, and Aliyev were all charged under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1 

("Organisation of the activity of a social or religious association or other organisation in 
relation to which a court has adopted a decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on 

the activity in connection with the carrying out of extremist activity"). 

 

A further three Muslims remain on trial under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 2 

("Participation in the activity of a social or religious association or other organisation in 
relation to which a court has adopted a decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on 

the activity in connection with the carrying out of extremist activity"): Andrei Rekst and 

Sabirzhon Kabirzoda in Krasnoyarsk and Yevgeny Sukharev in the Krasnoyarsk Region 

town of Sharypovo. It is as yet unknown when these trials will end. 
 

Prosecuted for meeting to study their faith 

 

Typically, such Muslims meet in homes to study Islam, with one or more expounding on 
Nursi's works. They also pray, eat, and drink tea together. Law enforcement authorities 

interpret such meetings as organised activity by "Nurdzhular", aimed at inciting hatred in 

society and undermining the constitutional order in Russia. 

 
"Nurdzhular" (derived from the Turkish for "Nursi followers") was ruled "extremist" and 

outlawed by the Supreme Court in 2008, despite the fact that Muslims in Russia say that 

such an association has never existed. Many Russian translations of Nursi's books have 

been banned, both before and since the prohibition on "Nurdzhular", despite their not 

calling for violence or the violation of human rights (see Forum 18's Russia "extremism" 
religious freedom survey http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215). 

 

Subsequently, people who have met to study Nursi's books have been prosecuted under 

Criminal Code Article 282.2 (Part 1 "Organisation of" or Part 2 "participation in" "the 
activity of a social or religious association or other organisation in relation to which a 

court has adopted a decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in 

connection with the carrying out of extremist activity"). 

 
Six men are known to be currently in prison – or in custody with appeals pending – 

having been found guilty of involvement in "Nurdzhular". 

 

Apart from Odilov and Aliyev, Yevgeny Lvovich Kim from Blagoveshchensk was sentenced 

to three years and nine months in June 2017 (see F18News 23 June 2017 
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2290). In November 2017 in 

Makhachkala, Ziyavdin Badirsoltanovich Dapayev received a four-year term and brothers 

Sukhrab Abdulgamidovich Kaltuyev and Artur Abdulgamidovich Kaltuyev received three 

years each  
(see F18News 7 December 2017 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2339). 

 

Jehovah's Witnesses also prosecuted 

 
After multiple armed raids between January and June 2018, more than 30 Jehovah's 

Witnesses also now face similar criminal cases in 14 regions across Russia. According to 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2290
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2339
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the European Association of Jehovah's Witnesses, 21 of them are being held in pre-trial 

detention. 

 

Like Muslims who read Nursi's works, Jehovah's Witnesses also face prosecution under 
Criminal Code Article 282.2 ("Organisation of" or "participation in" "the activity of a social 

or religious association or other organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a 

decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the 

carrying out of extremist activity") (see F18News 6 June 2018 
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2385). 

 

Unlike Nursi readers, some Jehovah's Witnesses are also being prosecuted under Criminal 

Code Article 282.3 ("Financing of extremist activity"). Offences under this article also 
incur large fines or prison terms of up to eight years (see F18News 6 June 2018 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2385). 

 

The raids and detentions of Jehovah's Witnesses derive directly from the 2017 liquidation 

of their Administrative Centre as an "extremist organisation", and the consequent 
nationwide ban on their exercise of freedom of religion and belief (see F18News 18 July 

2017 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2297). 

 

It is unknown when any of those detained in the recent raids will appear in court. Two 
Jehovah's Witnesses are already on trial in Oryol and Kabardino-Balkariya for 

"extremism"-related offences not directly related to the nationwide ban (see F18News 6 

June 2018 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2385). 

 
Novosibirsk: Two-year jail term 

 

The trial of Imam Komil Odilovich Odilov (born 18 August 1975) at Novosibirsk's October 

District Court, which began on 27 December 2017, finally ended on 29 June 2018. Judge 
Yevgeny Zakharov handed down a sentence of two years' imprisonment in a general-

regime correctional colony. 

 

Prosecutors charged Odilov under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1 ("Organisation of 

the activity of a social or religious association or other organisation in relation to which a 
court has adopted a decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in 

connection with the carrying out of extremist activity"). Like Aliyev and Dedkov, he is 

alleged to have organised a "cell" of "Nurdzhular" in Novosibirsk. He denies the charges 

and insists that the alleged organisation does not exist and that he has never engaged in 
"extremist" activity  

(see F18News 1 March 2018 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2358) 

 

Odilov was among nine people detained by the FSB at an Azerbaijani cafe in Novosibirsk 
in December 2015. Most were released the next day after interrogation and searches of 

their homes, but Odilov was not, being held in described as "severe" and "overcrowded" 

(see F18News 21 January 2016 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2141). 

He was kept in custody for nine months before being allowed home under travel 

restrictions in September 2016 (see F18News 1 February 2017 
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2251). 

 

Since January 2016, Odilov has been on the Rosfinmonitoring "List of Terrorists and 

Extremists", whose assets banks are obliged to freeze (see Forum 18's "extremism" 
Russia religious freedom survey http://www.forum18.org/Archive.php?article_id=2215). 

 

Odilov, who had been free under travel restrictions during court proceedings, was taken 

into custody directly from the courtroom, a fellow Muslim who has been following the 
case told Forum 18. 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2385
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2385
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2297
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2385
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2358
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2141
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2251
http://www.forum18.org/Archive.php?article_id=2215
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Prosecutors had asked for a term of five years. It is unclear why Judge Zakharov decided 

on two years, which is the minimum custodial sentence stipulated under the pre-July 

2016 version of Criminal Code Article 282.2 Part 1 (see Forum 18's "extremism" Russia 
religious freedom survey http://www.forum18.org/Archive.php?article_id=2215). Both 

sides are likely to appeal against the decision, Odilov's fellow Muslim commented to 

Forum 18 on 29 June. 

 
Forum 18 wrote to both October District Court and Novosibirsk Regional Prosecutor's 

Office before the start of the Novosibirsk working day of 2 July 2018, asking why a 

custodial sentence had been considered necessary and whether prosecutors are planning 

to appeal. Forum 18 received no reply by the end of the working day. 
 

The Novosibirsk FSB, which conducted the investigation of Odilov and several other 

Muslims in the city, has repeatedly failed to respond to Forum 18's questions about the 

case. 

 
Odilov spent nearly 10 months in pre-trial detention early in the investigation, before 

being released under travel restrictions in September 2016. If the verdict enters legal 

force, the time he served in Novosibirsk's Investigation Prison No. 1 will be taken into 

account, leaving him with 9 months to spend in the correctional colony, his lawyer Yuliya 
Zhemchugova explained to Forum 18 on 2 July. 

 

It is unknown whether Odilov will be subject to any further restrictions on freedom after 

his release. According to the Criminal Code, such restrictions may include a prohibition 
on moving house and travelling outside one's place of residence without permission, a 

ban on holding particular jobs, and/or a requirement to report regularly to probation 

authorities. 

 
Other Novosibirsk cases 

 

A total of six Novosibirsk Muslims were charged, but Odilov is the only one to have come 

to a full trial. Prosecutors closed the criminal cases against three of the others – Uralbek 

Karaguzinov (born 21 July 1954), Mirsultan Takhir-ogly Nasirov (born 8 October 1997), 
and Bobirjon Baratovich Tukhtamurodov (born 9 July 1975) – under Criminal Code Article 

76.2. This permits the "release from criminal liability" of people who have committed a 

minor or moderate-severity first offence upon payment of a judicial fine (see F18News 27 

April 2018 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373). 
 

Prosecutors closed the criminal cases against Karaguzinov, Nasirov, and Tukhtamurodov 

in circumstances that Muslims thought would have negative consequences for Odilov's 

case, as prosecutors used the guilty pleas of two of the suspects to "prove" the existence 
of "Nurdzhular" in related cases (see F18News 27 April 2018 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373). 

 

The Novosibirsk FSB is continuing its investigation of Imam Ilhom Zavkidinovich 

Merazhov (born 1 July 1970) under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1 ("Organisation of 
the activity of a social or religious association or other organisation in relation to which a 

court has adopted a decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in 

connection with the carrying out of extremist activity"), and Timur Muzafarovich 

Atadzhanov (born 21 April 1988) under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 2 ("Participation 
in the activity of a social or religious association or other organisation in relation to which 

a court has adopted a decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in 

connection with the carrying out of extremist activity"). Merazhov is currently living 

abroad. Atadzhanov's whereabouts are unknown (see F18News 27 April 2018 
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373). 

 

http://www.forum18.org/Archive.php?article_id=2215
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373
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Merazhov and Atadzhanov also appear on the Rosfinmonitoring "List of Terrorists and 

Extremists". The names of Karaguzinov, Nasirov, and Tukhtamurodov have been 

removed. 

 
Second sentence for Odilov 

 

This is the second time that Odilov and Merazhov have been prosecuted under Criminal 

Code Article 282.2, Part 1 ("Organisation of the activity of a social or religious association 
or other organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a decision legally in force 

on liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the carrying out of extremist 

activity"). In May 2013, they each received a one-year suspended sentence for allegedly 

organising "Nurdzhular" activity in Novosibirsk. Merazhov described the verdict at the 
time as "nonsense" (see F18News 18 June 2013 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=1848). 

 

In February 2014, both men appealed against their convictions to the European Court of 

Human Rights (ECtHR) in Strasbourg (Application Nos. 6738/14 and 6731/14) (see 
F18News 10 April 2014 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=1946). The 

ECtHR put questions to the Russian government about both cases on 31 August 2017. 

The Russian government submitted its responses on 14 March 2018, the ECtHR told 

Forum 18 on 2 July (see http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=001-177189). 
 

Krasnoyarsk: Appeal against fine 

 

Prosecutors are appealing in the case of Andrei Nikolayevich Dedkov (born 16 June 
1979). Krasnoyarsk's Soviet District Court fined him 250,000 Roubles (more than six 

months' average local wages) on 7 June for allegedly leading a "Nurdzhular cell" (see 

F18News 8 June 2018 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2386). 

 
Because his alleged offence took place before July 2016, Dedkov was prosecuted under 

earlier regulations which stipulated fines of 300,000 to 500,000 Roubles, compulsory 

labour of up to five years, or imprisonment for up to six years for convictions under 

Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1 ("Organisation of the activity of a social or religious 

association or other organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a decision 
legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the carrying out of 

extremist activity") (see Forum 18's "extremism" Russia religious freedom survey 

http://www.forum18.org/Archive.php?article_id=2215). Neither the court nor 

prosecutors have explained to Forum 18 why Dedkov was fined an amount below the 
minimum. 

 

Krasnoyarsk's Soviet District Prosecutor's Office lodged an appeal on 15 June, 

Krasnoyarsk Region's Deputy Prosecutor Sergei Karapetyan told Forum 18 on 18 June, 
"in view of [the punishment's] excessive leniency". The appeal will be heard at 

Krasnoyarsk Regional Court, but the date is unknown. Prosecutors had requested a 

sentence of five years' imprisonment. 

 

Other Krasnoyarsk trials continue 
 

The trials of three other Muslims from Krasnoyarsk Region continue under Criminal Code 

Article 282.2, Part 2 ("Participation in the activity of a social or religious association or 

other organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a decision legally in force on 
liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the carrying out of extremist 

activity"). 

 

Andrei Gennadyevich Rekst (born 14 March 1994) was charged alongside Dedkov after 
they were both detained in March 2016. Since May 2017, he has appeared 24 times 

before Judge Radomir Larionov at Sverdlovsk District Court in Krasnoyarsk (see F18News 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=1848
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=1946
http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=001-177189
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2386
http://www.forum18.org/Archive.php?article_id=2215
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12 May 2017 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2279). The next hearing is 

due on 23 July 2018. He was not held in custody during the investigation and is currently 

still free on bail. 

 
Sabirzhon Shamsidinovich Kabirzoda (born 4 May 1991) and Yevgeny Igoryevich 

Sukharev (born 9 April 1990), both friends of Rekst and Dedkov, were charged in 

December 2017, although Kabirzoda had been a suspect in Dedkov and Rekst's case 

since December 2016 (see F18News 27 April 2018 
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373). 

 

Sukharev's trial began on 20 April before Judge Inga Gavritskaya at Sharypovo City 

Court in Krasnoyarsk Region (see F18News 27 April 2018 
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373). 

 

Like Rekst and Dedkov, Kabirzoda has also been put on the Rosfinmonitoring "List of 

Terrorists and Extremists", whose assets banks are obliged to freeze (see Forum 18's 

Russia "extremism" religious freedom survey 
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215). However, Sukharev is not on the 

List. 

 

Kabirzoda has undergone 19 hearings at Krasnoyarsk's Soviet District Court before Judge 
Marina Shtruba – his next hearing is scheduled for 31 July. Sukharev has made seven 

appearances so far at Sharypovo City Court (some 300 kms from Krasnoyarsk) – the 

next is due on 12 July before Judge Inga Gavritskaya. 

 
Prosecutors have placed Sukharev under travel restrictions. Kabirzoda does not appear to 

be under travel restrictions and is not in detention or under house arrest, a fellow Muslim 

told Forum 18. 

 
Dedkov, Rekst, and Kabirzoda all appear on the Rosfinmonitoring "List of Terrorists and 

Extremists". Sukharev does not. 

 

Dagestan appeal against 8-year jail term 

 
On 28 May, Izberbash City Court sentenced Ilgar Vagif-ogly Aliyev (born 1997) to eight 

years' imprisonment (plus two years of restrictions on freedom) under Article 282.2, Part 

1 ("Organisation of the activity of a social or religious association or other organisation in 

relation to which a court has adopted a decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on 
the activity in connection with the carrying out of extremist activity") and Article 282.2, 

Part 1.1 ("Inclination, recruitment, or other involvement of a person in the activities of an 

extremist organisation") (see F18News 8 June 2018 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2386). 
 

Aliyev is now challenging his conviction. A spokeswoman for Izberbash City Court 

confirmed to Forum 18 on 2 July that he has lodged an appeal, but said that she did not 

know when the hearing would take place. When Forum 18 called the Supreme Court of 

the Republic of Dagestan, where the appeal will be considered, a spokeswoman explained 
that it had not yet been received. 

 

Aliyev intends to challenge the ruling "right up to the European Court of Human Rights", 

a fellow Muslim told Forum 18 shortly after Judge Magomed Murtazaliyev issued his 
decision. While his appeal is pending, he remains in detention at Investigation Prison No. 

2 in Derbent. 

 

Despite his conviction, Aliyev's name still does not appear on the Rosfinmonitoring "List 
of Terrorists and Extremists".  

 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2279
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2386
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22 Jehovah’s Witnesses behind bars 

First female Jehovah’s Witness locked up 

 

JW Headquarters / Russia Religion News (10.07.2018) - 

https://www2.stetson.edu/~psteeves/relnews/180706a.html - On 6 July 2018, 46-year-
old Sergei Poliakov and his wife, Anastasia, who are suspected of professing the religion 

of Jehovah's Witnesses, were sent to an Omsk SIZO (pretrial detention). They were 

arrested during searches conducted on 4 July 2018 in the homes of local residents. 

  
The Poliakov couple were incommunicado for two days and the door to their apartment 

was found to be broken down. Simultaneous searches were conducted in at least four 

residences of Omsk. Beginning at 7:00 a.m., searches continued until 15:00 and were 

conducted in houses, parcels of land, business structures, and in citizens' parked cars. All 

sorts of electronic devices and data storage were seized. During a search, witnesses 
actively helped law enforcement personnel, prompted, and even tried to question 

believers. The operation was conducted by Denis Loginovsky, an investigator of the Azov 

Investigation Department of the Russian Investigative Committee for Omsk oblast. 

  
It is still not known which articles the criminal case will be based on. However law 

enforcement agencies in various regions of Russia mistakenly take the shared religious 

confession of citizens as participation in an extremist organization. The attention of 

prominent public figures of Russia and also of the Council for Human Rights under the 
Russian president has already been called to this problem. (tr. by PDS, posted 9 July 

2018) 

 

 

Sweeping arrests of Jehovah’s Witnesses 

Religious Persecution, Other Abuses 

 

Human Rights Watch (28.06.2018) - https://bit.ly/2NhhsxV - Law enforcement 
authorities across Russia have carried out a sweeping campaign against Jehovah’s 

Witnesses in recent months, Human Rights Watch said today. The authorities have 

carried out dozens of home searches, raids, interrogations, and other acts of harassment 

and persecution. 

The authorities are holding 18 men in pretrial detention on charges of organizing, 

participating in, or financing the activities of an “extremist organization” solely for their 

religious activities. Several others are facing the same charges and are under house 

arrest or subject to travel restrictions. The charges carry a maximum 10-year prison 
sentence. Russian authorities should release those in detention immediately, drop the 

charges, and halt the persecution of Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

“The Jehovah’s Witnesses are simply peacefully exercising their right to freedom of 

religion,” said Rachel Denber, deputy Europe and Central Asia director at Human Rights 

Watch. “The Jehovah’s Witness faith is not an extremist organization, and authorities 
should stop this religious persecution of its worshipers now.” 

Human Rights Watch interviewed four lawyers defending Jehovah’s Witnesses in five 

regions and a representative of the Jehovah’s Witnesses. Human Rights Watch also 

reviewed court documents, media reports, Russian government statements, and Federal 
Security Service (FSB) photos and videos purporting to show the raids. 

https://bit.ly/2NhhsxV
https://www.hrw.org/europe/central-asia/russia
https://www.hrw.org/about/people/rachel-denber
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The raids and arrests stem from an April 2017 Russian Supreme Court ruling that banned 

all Jehovah’s Witnesses organizations throughout Russia. The ruling declared the 

Jehovah’s Witnesses Administrative Center, the head office for 395 Jehovah’s Witnesses 

branches throughout Russia, an extremist organization and ruled that all 395 be shut 
down. The ruling, which affects more than 100,000 Jehovah’s Witnesses across Russia, 

blatantly violates Russia’s obligations to respect and protect religious freedom and 

freedom of association. 

Russian authorities should reverse the ban on the organization’s activities and remove 
the “extremist” designation, Human Rights Watch said. Meanwhile, they should leave 

Jehovah’s Witnesses free to practice their faith. 

Jehovah’s Witnesses in Russia and other former USSR countries have faced persecution 

in the past. During the Soviet era, they were arrested and imprisoned in labor camps, 
including in Siberia. Within the past decade, worshipers across Russia have faced 

persecution, intrusive home searches, and arrests, and have been denied rights to 

freedom of assembly, association, and religion. 

In 2010, the European Court of Human Rights ruled against Russia for closing the 

Moscow branch of the Jehovah’s Witnesses and refusing to allow the group to re-register. 
The court found violations of articles 9 and 11 of the European Convention on Human 

Rights, which protect freedom of religion and association, respectively. In addition to 

awarding monetary damages, the court said that Russia should review the domestic 

decisions that led to the violations. Russia has refused to carry out the judgments in that 
case and several others brought by members of the Jehovah’s Witnesses. On the 

contrary, Russia has continued to persecute Jehovah’s Witnesses, seeking the group’s 

complete dissolution in Russia. 

From April to June 2018, law enforcement raids targeted Jehovah’s Witness communities 
in at least 11 regions throughout Russia, from Saratov region in southwestern Russia to 

Primorsky Krai in Russia’s far east. Police carried out the raids, often accompanied by a 

combination of FSB officials wearing masks, armed personnel of the Interior Ministry 

Special Task Police Force or National Guard, and representatives from the Investigative 
Committee, Russia’s criminal investigation service.   

The authorities, who obtained search warrants or entry permits in most cases, 

confiscated personal computers, mobile phones, bank cards, passports, religious 

literature, and, in some cases, housing deeds. Dozens of Jehovah’s Witnesses, including 

at least one child, were taken to local investigative offices for questioning. Others were 
detained and later charged. 

A lawyer representing a Jehovah’s Witness who is in pretrial detention in Murmansk 

Region told Human Rights Watch that the authorities’ actions contradict religious freedom 

guarantees in the Russian Constitution. “The [Russian] constitution says that you 
can practice your faith together with others, but as it turns out, that’s a crime,” said 

Yegiazar Chernikov, of the Sverdlovsk Lawyers’ Association. 

In at least two regions, armed officers threatened the worshipers with firearms, in one 

case pointing a gun at a person’s head, a lawyer familiar with the incident told Human 
Rights Watch. 

A Jehovah’s Witnesses representative told Human Rights Watch that approximately 160 

Jehovah’s Witnesses have fled Russia to seek refuge abroad. 

On June 20, Russia’s Presidential Council for Civil Society and Human Rights announced 

that it had asked the prosecutor general’s office to verify the legality of criminal 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/04/20/russia-court-bans-jehovahs-witnesses
https://www.osce.org/odihr/94547?download=true
https://www.osce.org/odihr/94547?download=true
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/jehovah-s-witnesses-targeted-under-russias-anti-extremism-laws-simply-for-practising-their-pacifist-a6756506.html
http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=001-99221
http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=001-78982
http://www.president-sovet.ru/presscenter/news/read/4729/
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prosecutions against Jehovah’s Witnesses practicing their faith. A week earlier, several of 

the spouses of the men in pretrial detention had sent a letter to the chair of the council, 

Mikhail Fedotov, urging him to ask President Vladimir Putin to end the raids and arrests 

and to restore freedom of religion in Russia. 

Over 150 Russian activists, journalists, and academics – including several members of 

Memorial, Russia’s foremost human rights group – signed and published an open letter 

urging the authorities to immediately release those in detention and to reverse the 

Supreme Court’s decision to liquidate the Jehovah’s Witnesses’ organization. 

Jehovah’s Witnesses in Russia – like all people in Russia – should be able to peacefully 

exercise their rights to freedom of religion and association, Human Rights Watch said. 

Freedom of religion is guaranteed by the Russian Constitution as well as the European 

Convention on Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 
to which Russia is a party. 

Under international law, freedom of religion includes the freedom to practice one’s 

religion or belief both individually and in community with others, in public or in private, 

and through worship, practice, and teaching. Russia already has many rulings against it 

for its failure to respect the freedom of religion of faith communities and minority 
religious groups, such as the Church of Scientology, the Salvation Army, and 

the Jehovah’s Witnesses 

“Russia should do right by its national and international obligations to respect freedom of 

religion,” Denber said. “Russian leadership should make sure that law enforcement is 
honoring and protecting that right, not trampling on it.” 

Raids Aimed at Intimidation 

The Jehovah’s Witnesses are a peaceful religious community. The consistent show of 

force in raids in many locations in Russia was disproportionate and seemed aimed at 
sending a strong message of intimidation, Human Rights Watch said.  

In most regions, the authorities arrested people they singled out as leaders and 

organizers of the local Jehovah’s Witnesses community for such actions as recruiting new 

members and distributing religious literature that the authorities label “extremist.” 

On May 16 in the Orenburg Region, in southwest Russia, law enforcement personnel 

searched 18 homes in four cities and charged nine people. Two are in pretrial custody 

and another is under house arrest. 

On May 17 in Birobidzhan, in southeast Russia, representatives of the Jehovah’s 

Witnesses reported that about 150 law enforcement personnel raided the homes of at 
least nine Jehovah’s Witnesses, confiscating photos, bank cards, money, and computers. 

An official reportedly said that the operation was code-named “Judgment Day.” One 

person was arrested and charged with organizing activities of an “extremist organization” 

but was released from pretrial detention eight days later. 

On April 18 in the town of Polyarny in the Murmansk Region, in northwest Russia, armed 

law enforcement agents raided at least seven homes and arrested two men. They took 

several others into custody for questioning and later released them. Police also took a 

16-year-old girl into custody and questioned her at the local investigative unit for several 
hours. A video posted on the Murmansk Investigative Committee’s website shows men 

wearing camouflage uniforms and helmets forcing open a door to an apartment. 

https://www.novayagazeta.ru/news/2018/06/07/142330-svideteli-iegovy-pozhalovalis-v-spch-na-pritesnenie-so-storony-silovikov
https://www.sova-center.ru/misuse/news/counteraction/2018/06/d39576/
http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=001-80038
http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=001-77249
http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=001-145013
https://www.jw-russia.org/news/18051716-318.html
http://os.brb.sudrf.ru/modules.php?name=press_dep&op=1&did=1611
http://murmansk.sledcom.ru/news/item/1219038/
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The arrest and raid campaign took place as the trial of a Jehovah’s Witness who is a 

Danish citizen, Dennis Christensen, continues in Orel, a city in western Russia. 

Christensen, who was arrested in May 2017, is being tried on charges of organizing 

activities of an “extremist organization” and faces a maximum 10-year prison sentence if 
convicted. He has filed a complaint with the European Court of Human Rights alleging, 

among other things, that his arrest constituted unlawful interference with his right to 

freedom of religion. 

Another Jehovah’s Witness in Orel, 55-year-old Sergei Skrynnikov, was charged on May 
8, 2018, with participating in the activities of an “extremist organization.” 

A lawyer who is defending three Jehovah’s Witnesses in two regions said that throughout 

the past eight months, FSB agents in the Orenburg Region and the Republic of 

Bashkortostan conducted wiretapping, videotaping, and other surveillance of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses’ activities – for which they said they had warrants – as part of the 

investigation. In some cases, the lawyer said, authorities placed recording devices in 

Jehovah’s Witnesses’ homes. 

Earlier in 2018, police raided more than two dozen Jehovah’s Witnesses’ homes in 

Belgorod and Kemerovo. Two Jehovah’s Witnesses in Belgorod are facing extremism 
charges. 

Saratov and Shirokoe, Saratov Region 

On June 12, authorities in Saratov Region, southwestern Russia, raided at least seven 

homes of Jehovah’s Witnesses in the city of Saratov and village of Shirokoe. According to 
the Jehovah’s Witnesses in Russia, special forces officers broke down doors and 

confiscated computers, books, notebooks, photographs, bankbooks, and passports. The 

authorities took at least 10 people to FSB offices for questioning. 

Three were detained and charged with organizing activities of an “extremist 
organization.” They are: 43-year-old Konstantin Bazhenov, 35-year-old Aleksei 

Budenchuk, and 33-year-old Felix Makhammadiyev. On June 14, the Frunzensky District 

Court placed all three in pretrial detention until August 12. 

Tomsk, Tomsk Region 

Law enforcement raided several homes and cars belonging to Jehovah’s Witnesses in 

Tomsk between 10 a.m. on June 3 and about 2 a.m. the next day, the Jehovah’s 

Witnesses in Russia reported. Officers confiscated Bibles, mobile phones, tablets, 

computers, photographs, money, bank cards, and other personal possessions. They took 

about 30 people to the police anti-extremism center for questioning. 

According to a statement by the Tomsk Investigative Committee, the searches were part 

of a joint FSB and Internal Affairs Ministry investigation into meetings of Jehovah’s 

Witness residents in Tomsk. Investigative authorities allege that worshipers studied 

prohibited, “extremist” religious materials and carried out organized religious activities in 
violation of the Supreme Court’s ruling against the Jehovah’s Witnesses Administrative 

Center. 

Representatives of the Jehovah’s Witnesses told Human Rights Watch that 48-year-old 

Sergei Klimov was detained after a search of his home on June 3, was charged with 
organizing activities of an “extremist organization,” and will remain in pretrial detention 

until August 4. 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/04/02/russia-jehovahs-witness-faces-10-year-sentence
https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/04/02/russia-jehovahs-witness-faces-10-year-sentence
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#{%22itemid%22:[%22001-177365%22]}
https://www.jw-russia.org/news/18060611-343.html
https://www.sova-center.ru/misuse/news/persecution/2018/06/d39561/
https://www.sova-center.ru/misuse/news/persecution/2018/06/d39561/
https://jw-russia.org/news/18061516-349.html
https://ovdinfo.org/express-news/2018/06/18/v-saratove-arestovali-troih-muzhchin-po-delu-o-prichastnosti-k-svidetelyam
https://jw-russia.org/news/18060418-339.html
https://jw-russia.org/news/18060418-339.html
http://tomsk.sledcom.ru/news/item/1232729/
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Magadan, Magadan Region 

The Jehovah’s Witnesses in Russia reported that on May 30, FSB and law enforcement 

officers arrested Konstantin Petrov, 31; Yevgeny Zyablov, 41; and Sergei Yerkin, 61, 

after searching their homes in the city of Magadan (Magadan Region). On the same day, 
authorities in Khabarovsk (Khabarovsky Krai) detained Ivan Puyda, 39, based on a court 

order from Magadan. All four are accused of organizing activities of an “extremist 

organization” and will remain in pretrial detention until July 29. 

Naberezhnye Chelny, Republic of Tatarstan 

Police and FSB officials searched the homes of 10 Jehovah’s Witnesses in the city of 

Naberezhnye Chelny, in south-central Russia, on the evening of May 27. The Jehovah’s 

Witnesses in Russia reportedthat the searches lasted “well into the night.” 

Investigators arrested Ilham Karimov, 37; Vladimir Myakushin, 30; Konstantin 
Matrashov, 25;   Aydar Yulmetyev, 24, on suspicion of organizing and participating in the 

activities of an “extremist organization” and placed them in pretrial detention until July 

25. The Naberezhnye Chelny City Court displays records of all four hearings. According to 

the religious freedom monitoring group Forum 18, Karimov, Myakushin, and Matrashov 

have appealed their pretrial detention. 

Perm, Perm Krai 

The Jehovah’s Witnesses in Russia reported that on the evening of May 22, Aleksandr 

Solovyev, 48, and his wife, Anna, were detained at the railway station in Perm, in the 

Ural Mountains region, after returning from a trip abroad. Law enforcement then 
searched the couple’s home and reportedly seized property deeds, photographs, several 

Bibles, and a Wi-Fi router. 

Anna was released, but her husband was held for two days. He was released on May 24, 

and the Sverdlovsk District Court ordered him confined to house arrest. According to 
Forum 18, he is being investigated on charges of participating in the activities of an 

“extremist organization.” 

Before the 2017 Supreme Court ruling banning the Jehovah’s Witnesses Administrative 

Center, Solovyov chaired the Perm Jehovah’s Witnesses congregation, according to the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses in Russia website. 

Birobidzhan, Jewish Autonomous Region 

On May 17 in Birobidzhan, southeast Russia, police raided the homes of at least nine 

Jehovah’s Witnesses. The raids were carried out by approximately 150 law enforcement 

officers. An official reportedly said that the operation was code-named “Judgment Day.” 

On May 18, 55-year-old Alam Aliev was placed in pretrial detention until July 13 under 

suspicion of organizing activities of an “extremist organization.” The FSB stated that its 

request to detain Aliev “was motivated by the fact that the crime is classified as grave” 

and because “[t]he suspect may impede the criminal proceedings, put pressure on 
witnesses, and also evade investigative and judicial authorities.” Following an appeal by 

Aliev’s lawyer, Aliev was released from detention on May 25 but still faces charges. 

Orenburg, Orenburg Region 

https://www.jw-russia.org/news/18060116-334.html
https://www.jw-russia.org/news/18053000-332.html
https://jw-russia.org/news/18053000-332.html
https://jw-russia.org/news/18060116-337.html
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2385
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2385
https://www.jw-russia.org/news/18052416-323.html
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2381
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2381
https://www.jw-russia.org/news/18052416-323.html
https://www.jw-russia.org/news/18052416-323.html
https://www.sova-center.ru/religion/news/harassment/intervention/2018/05/d39377/
https://www.sova-center.ru/religion/news/harassment/intervention/2018/05/d39377/
https://www.jw-russia.org/news/18051716-318.html
http://os.brb.sudrf.ru/modules.php?name=press_dep&op=1&did=1611
https://www.sova-center.ru/misuse/news/persecution/2018/05/d39425/
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On May 16 in Orenburg Region, Investigative Committee authorities, FSB officials, and 

armed National Guard officers searched 18 homes in four cities. Vitaly Svintsov, a lawyer 

representing two Jehovah’s Witnesses in the region, told Human Rights Watch that nine 

people were charged with organizing or participating in the activities of an “extremist 
organization.” Two of them, Aleksandr Suvorov and Vladimir Kochnev, both 38, remain in 

pretrial custody until July 14. Twenty-six-year-old Vladislav Kolbanov remains under 

house arrest. The other six remain under travel restrictions while the investigation is 

ongoing, Svintsov said. 

Photographs of some of the raids posted on the Orenburg Investigative Committee 

website show FSB officials and riot police in bulletproof vests and masks approaching 

Jehovah’s Witnesses’ residences. 

A statement by the Orenburg Investigative Committee said that investigative operations 
were “carefully planned and organized” by law enforcement with the aim of “seizing 

documents and items relevant to the criminal case, as well as identifying other persons 

involved in unlawful activities.” Investigators allege that the suspects “organized 

activities of a subdivision of Jehovah’s Witnesses [Administrative Center] by calling and 

holding meetings, organizing the recruitment of new members, and communicating the 
contents of religious literature to meeting participants.” 

Shuya, Ivanovo Region 

Forum 18 reported that law enforcement raided four homes in the town of Shuya, 

western Russia, early on the morning of April 20. 

Dmitry Mikhailov, 33, was arrested on May 29, over a month after his home was 

searched and placed in pretrial custody until July 19. He is being accused of “financing 

extremist activities.”   

On April 20, the Ivanovo Region Investigative Committee released a statement about the 
home searches, alleging that since the beginning of 2018, Jehovah’s Witnesses in Shuya 

had been studying literature “containing statements degrading human dignity . . . and 

elements of propaganda of the exclusivity of one religion over another.” 

Vladivostok, Primorsky Krai 

Several homes belonging to Jehovah’s Witnesses were reportedly raided on April 19 in 

the far-east city of Vladivostok. 

Human Rights Watch was able to confirm that on April 23 Valentin Osadchuk, 42, was 

placed under arrest by Frunzensky District Court on charges of participation in the 

activities of an “extremist organization” after authorities searched his home and 
confiscated computers, notebooks, and other devices. He remains in pretrial detention 

until September 20. Representatives of the Jehovah’s Witnesses told Human Rights 

Watch that five others face the same charges but remain at liberty subject to travel 

restrictions. 

Polyarny, Murmansk Region 

On the evening of April 18 in the town of Polyarny in the Murmansk region, armed law 

enforcement raided at least seven homes and arrested two Jehovah’s Witnesses, Roman 

Markin, 44, and Viktor Tifimov, 61. Others whose homes were searched were taken to 
the local investigative unit for questioning and later released without charge. 

http://oren.sledcom.ru/news/item/1228885/
http://oren.sledcom.ru/news/item/1228885/
http://oren.sledcom.ru/news/item/1228885/
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2381
https://jw-russia.org/news/18060116-336.html
http://ivanovo.sledcom.ru/news/item/1219069/
https://jw-russia.org/news/18051014-311.html
https://jw-russia.org/news/18052916-330.html
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The Murmansk Region Investigative Committee stated on its website that National Guard 

officers and FSB officials who led the home searches confiscated computer drives and 

religious literature. A video posted to the website shows men wearing camouflage 

uniforms and helmets forcing open a door with a pry bar. The Investigative Committee 
said that beginning in April 2017, the suspects had allegedly “organized activities of the 

religious organization [Jehovah’s Witnesses] by convening and holding meetings, 

organizing the recruitment of new members, and leading studies of religious texts at 

meetings.” 

Markin’s lawyer, Arli Chimirov, told Human Rights Watch that armed officers broke down 

Markin’s door and told him and his 16-year-old daughter, who was at home with him, to 

lie on the floor while law enforcement threatened them with firearms and searched the 

apartment. Markin’s daughter was escorted to the investigative unit and was questioned 
for several hours along with her mother, who arrived some time later. 

On April 23, 2018, the Polyarny District Court placed Markin in pretrial custody until June 

11. Markin’s lawyer unsuccessfully appealed the decision. According to court documents 

on file with Human Rights Watch, investigative authorities requested that Markin be 

placed in pretrial detention because of the risk that he “may continue criminal activities, 
threaten participants in the legal proceedings, hide or destroy evidence, and also fail to 

attend preliminary court hearings.” On June 4, Markin’s pretrial detention was extended 

to October 11. 

Tifimov’s lawyer, Yegiazar Chernikov, told Human Rights Watch that beginning in October 
2017, investigators had been collecting as evidence audio and video recordings of 

conversations among Jehovah’s Witnesses. Chernikov said that on several occasions, a 

woman involved in the investigation invited Tifimov to her home, where audio and video 

recording devices were in place, and asked him questions given to her by investigative 
authorities and designed to incriminate him. 

Tifimov was originally detained until June 12, 2018, but his pretrial detention was 

extended until October 11. 

Ufa, Republic of Bashkortostan 

The religious freedom group Forum 18 reported that approximately 60 law enforcement 

officers, some of them armed, raided eight homes in the city of Ufa, south-central 

Russia, on the morning of April 10. Investigators confiscated personal belongings, books, 

and photographs. The lawyer representing one of the Jehovah’s Witnesses who was 

detained said that authorities threatened worshipers with weapons, in one case holding 
an automatic weapon to a person’s head. 

At least 20 people were reportedly taken to the Lenin District Investigative Department 

for questioning and fingerprinting but were later released. One girl was called for 

questioning, but when she showed up for the meeting with her mother and the director 
of her school, the investigator failed to appear. 

On April 12, Anatoly Vilikevich, 32, was arrested on suspicion of organizing activities of 

an “extremist organization,” and placed in pretrial detention. Vilikevich’s lawyer, Vitaly 

Svintsov, who appealed the order, told Human Rights Watch that on June 21 the 
Supreme Court of Bashkortostan overturned the lower court’s decision and placed him 

under house arrest. 

A statement by the Bashkortostan Republic Investigative Committee alleged that 

Vilikevich had organized a local chapter of the banned Jehovah’s Witnesses 

http://murmansk.sledcom.ru/news/item/1219038/
http://murmansk.sledcom.ru/news/item/1219038/
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2372
https://www.jw.org/en/news/jw/region/russia/five-jw-sisters-recall-police-raids/
https://www.jw.org/en/news/jw/region/russia/five-jw-sisters-recall-police-raids/
http://surb.sledcom.ru/news/item/1219974/
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Administrative Center. Investigators who searched his home confiscated “prohibited 

literature,” the statement said. 

 

Protestants targeted in Nizhny Novgorod 

By Victoria Arnold 

Forum 18 (25.06.2018) - https://bit.ly/2tNvxuL - Two African students from a Nizhny 

Novgorod Pentecostal Church were fined and ordered deported for appearing in videos of 
worship services. The FSB initiated the cases. The Church has also been fined. "The 

charges of illegal missionary activity are completely unlawful," Pentecostal Union lawyer 

Vladimir Ozolin told Forum 18. 

Law enforcement agencies are increasing pressure on Protestants in Nizhny Novgorod 
Region. They are using both the so-called "anti-missionary" amendment and immigration 

law to punish churches and their members for such activities as inviting students to 

parties and posting videos of worship on social media. Judges have fined and ordered the 

deportation from Russia of two African students at Nizhny Novgorod's medical academy 

for appearing in or reposting videos on the VKontakte social network. 

The two students' Pentecostal church, Jesus Embassy, has received multiple fines under 

Administrative Code Article 5.26, Part 3 ("Implementation of activities by a religious 

organisation without indicating its official full name, including the issuing or distribution, 

within the framework of missionary activity, of literature and printed, audio, and video 
material without a label bearing this name, or with an incomplete or deliberately false 

label") and Part 4 ("Russians conducting missionary activity"). 

The FSB security service initiated the prosecutions of both Jesus Embassy Church 

members and the latest prosecution of the Church itself (see below). 

The two deported students have been permitted to stay in the country to complete their 

final exams, but must leave by 30 June. "After spending 6 years in Russia, they would 

have become a connecting thread between our countries," Pentecostal Bishop Konstantin 

Bendas, commented in "Novaya Gazeta" newspaper on 17 May. "Now this thread is 

broken." 

"The charges of illegal missionary activity are completely unlawful," Pentecostal Union 

lawyer Vladimir Ozolin insisted to Forum 18. "I would like to hope that the cases were 

initiated by the stupidity of the siloviki, otherwise this greatly undermines the authority 

of Russia in the international arena." 

Many other Nizhny Novgorod prosecutions 

Other Protestant churches in the Region have also faced prosecution many times since 

the adoption of the "anti-missionary" law in July 2016, court records show. Indeed, World 

Cup host city Nizhny Novgorod and its Region have one of the highest levels of 
prosecution under Administrative Code Article 5.26 (primarily under Part 3) in the whole 

of Russia, and several cases appear to rest on flimsy or fabricated evidence (see below). 

Nizhny Novgorod is an "advanced region" for prosecutions under the "anti-missionary" 

amendment, Pentecostal Union lawyer Ozolin told Forum 18 from Moscow on 19 May. 
Seventh-day Adventist lawyer Vasily Nichik agreed, commenting to Forum 18 on 19 June 

that Nizhny Novgorod is "among the foremost in terms of persecution in the field of 

https://bit.ly/2tNvxuL
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religious freedoms". It is difficult to explain why, he added. "In these matters, very often 

everything depends on the personalities within the system". 

In the first year of the "anti-missionary" law (July 2016 to July 2017), cases under 

Administrative Code Article 5.26, Parts 3, 4, and 5 ("Foreigners conducting missionary 
activity") reached court in 50 regions of the country. Nizhny Novgorod saw the highest 

number of separate investigations (eight) and the fourth highest number of individual 

prosecutions (eleven). 

According to available court records, Nizhny Novgorod has experienced a particularly high 
level of prosecution under Article 5.26, Part 3, more than twice that of the next region. 

Constitutional Court definition – any impact? 

In general, the Religion Law's vague definition of "missionary activity" (and lack of clarity 

over what constitutes "membership of" or "participation in" a religious association) has 
meant that law enforcement can understand virtually anything as "missionary activity". 

In March 2018, however, Russia's Constitutional Court issued its own interpretation, 

which lawyers hoped would clarify the key concepts employed in cases under Article 

5.26, Parts 4 and 5. 

According to the Constitutional Court, "A defining feature [sistemoobrazuyushchy 
priznak] of missionary activity is the dissemination by citizens and their associations of 

information about a specific religious belief among persons who, not being its followers, 

are involved in their number, including as participants in specific religious associations". 

Therefore, the distribution of information, for example, about services, ceremonies, or 
events "falls under the definition of missionary activity as such, only if it contains the said 

defining feature" (see F18News 16 May 2018 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2377). 

Most of the "anti-missionary" prosecutions in the current law enforcement campaign in 
Nizhny Novgorod took place before the Constitutional Court issued its interpretation. 

Two, however, came to trial afterwards, but the Constitutional Court's clarification of the 

legal norms appears to have had no effect on the outcome. 

It should also be noted that the Constitutional Court's definition of missionary activity has 
no bearing on prosecutions under Article 5.26, Part 3 ("Implementation of activities by a 

religious organisation without indicating its official full name, including the issuing or 

distribution, within the framework of missionary activity, of literature and printed, audio, 

and video material without a label bearing this name, or with an incomplete or 

deliberately false label"). 

Who is being targeted and where is this coming from? 

The Jesus Embassy Pentecostal Church, which has several communities in the Region, 

has borne the brunt of law enforcement attention, but other Protestant communities have 

also been affected. Jesus Embassy communities, which are led and primarily made up of 
Russians, are part of the Russian Pentecostal Union, which, according to Bishop 

Konstantin Bendas, has an agreement with several African embassies in Russia to work 

with students from their countries. 

"The FSB is interested in Jesus Embassy itself and Protestants in general," lawyer Aleksey 
Vetoshkin, who has been involved in several recent cases, told Forum 18 from Nizhny 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2377
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Novgorod on 17 May. "After this pressure, the number of African parishioners has fallen 

from 150 to 20". 

Nizhny Novgorod so far appears to be a particular hotspot for prosecutions related to 

"missionary activity". While the focus on Protestant communities is not anomalous (they 
make up the clear majority of prosecutions across the country), the intensity of law 

enforcement activity in Nizhny Novgorod, particularly that aimed at foreign students, is 

unusual. 

Foreigners elsewhere are sometimes fined or deported under immigration law for 
engaging in religious activity when this is not covered by their visas, but they are usually 

clergy or lay missionaries on brief visits to Russia. It is rare for students who have been 

at Russian universities for several years to be ordered to leave. 

There does not appear to be a nationwide law enforcement campaign against African 
Protestants in Russia. Forum 18 is aware of only four other Africans who have been 

prosecuted under Administrative Code Article 5.26, Part 5 since July 2016 (three 

students, one pastor – all affiliated with various Protestant churches), in four different 

regions. Of these cases, one was returned to police for technical reasons and not 

resubmitted – the other three defendants were fined and one was ordered deported, but 
the deportation order was rescinded on appeal (see F18News 9 August 2017 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2306). 

 

The law enforcement campaign in Nizhny Novgorod Region appears to be driven by the 
FSB security service. According to FSB documents seen by Forum 18 or cited in the 

Russian media, the FSB alerted the police immigration control department and local 

Justice Ministry branch to various alleged violations. Those agencies then initiated 

prosecutions. Court verdicts usually refer to (but do not quote) FSB information as 
evidence of a defendant's guilt. 

Forum 18 wrote to the Nizhny Novgorod FSB on 21 June, asking why it is targeting 

Protestants and in what way they can be considered a security risk, but had received no 

reply by the end of the working day on 25 June. 

"I understand that behind the whole persecution of Protestants is someone from the 

leadership of law enforcement agencies. Who? It is difficult to answer this question 

unambiguously," lawyer Vasily Nichik remarked to Forum 18 on 19 June. "If a highly 

intolerant person enters the power structure, then he sees enemies in everyone and 

begins to construct schemes to restrict freedoms and persecute [people] for dissent. 
Such a type has probably ended up in the leadership of law enforcement agencies in the 

Nizhny Novgorod Region." 

Kudzai Nyamarebvu prosecuted 

Zimbabwean medical student Kudzai Nyamarebvu has faced prosecution three times in 
six months under both immigration and "anti-missionary" legislation for an increasingly 

bizarre series of alleged offences involving videos on social media. She has been ordered 

to leave Russia by 30 June. The church she attends in Nizhny Novgorod, "Jesus 

Embassy", and the regional Pentecostal association to which it belongs, have also 
received fines. 

- Prosecution No. 1 – Article 18.8, Part 2 

Nizhny Novgorod's Sormovo District Court found Nyamarebvu guilty on 25 January 2018 

of an offence under Administrative Code Article 18.8, Part 2 ("Violation by a foreign 

citizen or stateless person of the rules of entry into the Russian Federation or the regime 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2306
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of residence in the Russian Federation, expressed in the inconsistency of the declared 

goal of entry with the activity or occupation actually carried out during his/her stay"). 

She had appeared in a video her Church had posted on its VKontakte page. 

Judge Vasily Korytov fined Nyamarebvu 5,000 Roubles (five days' average local wages) 
and ordered her to be deported ("monitored independent departure", meaning that she 

would not be detained in the interim). At the time, she was half way through her sixth 

and final year at the Nizhny Novgorod State Medical Academy (since renamed Privolzhsky 

Medical Research University), and deportation would have meant that she would have 
been unable to sit her final exams and receive her degree. 

Although the case against Nyamarebvu was lodged by the police immigration control 

department, it was based on information from the FSB, according to the court verdict 

seen by Forum 18. 

The video which triggered the prosecution had been posted in November 2016, and 

showed Nyamarebvu inviting fellow African students to a "welcome party" at the church. 

The Nizhny Novgorod police immigration control department and Judge Korytov decided 

that this constituted "missionary activity" on behalf of Jesus Embassy, thus violating the 

terms of Nyamarebvu's visa, which granted her entry to Russia for the purpose of 
education only. 

As church lawyer Vladimir Malinin argued, the video had no religious content and the 

planned party was not a religious event. Bishop Bendas also points out in his 17 May 

article in "Novaya Gazeta" that most Africans who come to study in Russia are 
Protestants anyway. Nyamarebvu was also speaking English, Pentecostal Union lawyer 

Ozolin noted to Forum 18. It is therefore unclear how this could be deemed "missionary 

activity". 

Under the Russian Constitution and international law, foreign citizens also have equal 
rights with Russian citizens to freedom of religion and belief. 

Nyamrebvu's appeal on 7 February at Nizhny Novgorod Regional Court was unsuccessful, 

but Judge Vyacheslav Kudrya set her date of departure from Russia as 30 June 2018, to 

allow her to complete her medical studies. 

- Prosecution No. 2 – Article 5.26, Part 5 

Police later charged Nyamarebvu under Article 5.26, Part 5 ("Foreigners conducting 

missionary activity") for reposting, on her own VKontakte page, a video which showed 

another African student talking about how she believed God had helped her recover from 

illness. Nyamarebvu had deleted this video in late January, but police nevertheless 
lodged a case against her in April at Nizhny Novgorod's Prioksky District Court. 

Judge Olga Vorotnikova sent the case back on 23 April because officers had not specified 

in their report the location of the alleged offence, according to the written verdict, seen 

by Forum 18. On 4 May, the police sent Nyamarebvu a letter telling her that the case had 
been dropped because the time limit for prosecution had passed. 

- Prosecution No. 3 – Article 5.26, Part 5 

On 8 June, the police summoned Nyamarebvu and informed her that she was being 

charged again under Article 5.26, Part 5 because of an interview she had given about her 
earlier prosecutions, which had been published on the Pentecostal Union's website. 
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Officers interpreted this interview as "unlawful missionary activity". Judge Mariya 

Astafyeva of Prioksky District Court fined Nyamarebvu 30,000 Roubles (one month's 

average local wages) on 9 June. Nyamarebvu was due to sit her final exam the next day. 

Jesus Embassy pastor Pavel Ryndich attended the court hearing. "The accusation 
disintegrated like a sandcastle under the simplest questioning," he wrote on his Facebook 

page on 10 June. 

Nevertheless, the judge decided that Nyamarebvu was guilty of "hidden missionary 

activity, not expressed in either words or gestures".  

Prosecutions of Jesus Embassy  

- For party invitation 

Before Nyamarebvu herself became subject to law enforcement attention, her church – 

Jesus Embassy – had already been fined three times for the single video in which she had 
appeared. 

Both the local religious organisation – Jesus Embassy Bible Centre, Nizhny Novgorod – 

and the centralised religious organisation – Jesus Embassy Union of Evangelical Churches 

in Nizhny Novgorod – were prosecuted under Article 5.26, Part 3 ("Implementation of 

activities by a religious organisation without indicating its official full name, including the 
issuing or distribution, within the framework of missionary activity, of literature and 

printed, audio, and video material without a label bearing this name, or with an 

incomplete or deliberately false label"). 

Judge Yelena Kutuzova of Moscow District Magistrate's Court No. 6 found both guilty in 
separate hearings (on 8 June and 6 June 2017 respectively) and fined them 30,000 

Roubles (one month's average local wages) each for distributing video material on 

VKontake and YouTube which did not bear the organisations' full official names. 

The local church made an unsuccessful appeal on 11 July 2017 at Moscow District Court, 
and an unsuccessful supervisory appeal on 28 September 2017 at Nizhny Novgorod 

Regional Court. The centralised church also unsuccessfully challenged its conviction at 

Moscow District Court on 20 July 2017, but lodged no supervisory appeal. 

The centralised Jesus Embassy organisation was also prosecuted under Article 5.26, Part 
4 for the same video – for allowing Nyamarebvu to perform the alleged "missionary 

activity" without the necessary documentation authorising her to do so. 

Judge Kutuzova fined the organisation 50,000 Roubles on 9 June 2017. Although the 

judge noted that the centralised organisation was the entity obliged to fulfil the 

requirements of the law and thus the one to bear responsibility for the alleged offence, 
this appears to have had no bearing on the prosecution of the local church. 

The centralised organisation appealed unsuccessfully against its Part 4 conviction on 11 

July 2017 at Moscow District Court. An unsuccessful supervisory appeal took place on 28 

September 2017 at Nizhny Novgorod Regional Court. 

- For video about "Encounter" event 

Another video from 2016 served as grounds for prosecuting the centralised Jesus 

Embassy organisation again under both Article 5.26, Part 3 ("Implementation of activities 

by a religious organisation without indicating its official full name, including the issuing or 
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distribution, within the framework of missionary activity, of literature and printed, audio, 

and video material without a label bearing this name, or with an incomplete or 

deliberately false label") and Article 5.26, Part 4 ("Russians conducting missionary 

activity"). 

This video, also posted on the church's social media pages, showed four other students 

(from Zambia, Namibia, Malawi, and Côte d'Ivoire) talking (in English, French, and 

Portuguese) about their experiences at "encounter" events at the church – "This is a time 

when we discuss such topics as love, faith, and dreams, based on the Bible", church 
press secretary Yuliya Yermoshina told Dozhd TV on 27 April. 

On 28 April 2018, Judge Yelena Kutuzova of Nizhny Novgorod's Moscow District 

Magistrate's Court No. 6 again found Jesus Embassy guilty both of permitting the 

students to perform "missionary activity" without the necessary documentation (Part 4) 
and of failing to display its full official name in the video (Part 3). She issued fines of 

30,000 Roubles (one month's average local wages) under Part 3 and 100,000 Roubles 

under Part 4. Moscow District Court rejected both appeals on 8 June 2018. 

One of the people in the video, medical student Chileshe Maurin, had already graduated 

and returned to Zambia in 2017, before the church was charged. The others – Debora 
Mangenge and Mzengereza Tingawena from the (then) Nizhny Novgorod State Medical 

Academy, and Kpata Evilafo Adel Olivia Romuald from Nizhny Novgorod State 

Pedagogical University – do not appear to have been charged either under immigration 

law or the "anti-missionary" amendment. 

Given the length of time which elapsed between the multiple prosecutions of Jesus 

Embassy for the "welcome party" video and the prosecution of Kudzai Nyamarebvu, 

however, the three remaining Africans might still face charges. 

The Justice Ministry of Nizhny Novgorod Region lodged the case at the Magistrate's 
Court, but on the basis of information from the FSB, which wrote to the Justice Ministry 

on 20 February 2018, alerting it to the video. The FSB document states that the four 

Africans had entered the country on student visas but had carried out "missionary 

activity on behalf of a religious organisation" without written authorisation, according to 
the Dozhd TV report of 27 April. 

Nosise Vusiwe Shiba prosecuted 

The FSB security service also initiated at least one prosecution of another member of 

Jesus Embassy, Nosise Vusiwe Shiba from Swaziland. She too has been ordered to leave 

Russia. 

Shiba, also in her final year of medical school, first received a fine of 5,000 Roubles (five 

days' average local wages) under Administrative Code Article 18.8, Part 2 on 28 February 

2018 for participating in a "missionary conference" ("To the ends of the earth") held by 

the Russian Pentecostal Union in Penza in May 2017. On 16 May 2018, she appeared in 
court for a second time, charged under Article 18.8, Part 4 ("An offence under Parts 1 or 

2 repeated within one year") with having sung at another "missionary conference" ("Save 

one more!") in Nizhny Novgorod. 

Judge Vasily Korytov of Nizhny Novgorod's Sormovo District Court interpreted both acts 
as performing "missionary activity" while on an educational visa, as "by means of 

participating in a public event with the performance of religious songs, she disseminated 

information about her beliefs to an unlimited number of people". For the second alleged 

offence, Shiba was fined 7,000 Roubles and ordered deported, but permitted to remain 

until 30 June to complete her degree. 
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The FSB security service noted in a letter to the police immigration control department 

on 18 April 2018 that Shiba appears singing in two videos which Jesus Embassy uploaded 

to YouTube in April and June 2017. The first video showed an Easter service; the second, 

the "Save one more!" conference. The FSB found the videos in October 2017. 

According to the FSB letter, seen by Forum 18, these videos indicate that Shiba 

"participates in the activity of the so-called "worship group" [musicians] of [the 

centralised regional Jesus Embassy Church] and actively participates in preaching by P. 

Ryndich, pastor of this organisation". Such "unlawful religious activity" constitutes "a 
violation .. of the rules of residence on the territory of the Russian Federation, in the 

form of non-conformity with the declared purpose of entry". 

"[Shiba] will finish her studies, a person's life has not been broken", her lawyer Aleksey 

Vetoshkin wrote on Facebook on 19 May. "However, the court has set a dangerous 
precedent – singing beautifully on the stage of a Protestant church is missionary activity. 

In my opinion, this is nonsense, but in the opinion of the court, this act creates public 

danger". 

Neither Shiba nor Jesus Embassy (local or centralised bodies) yet appears to have been 

charged under Administrative Code Article 5.26 in relation to these alleged offences. 

Other Nizhny Novgorod churches targeted? 

Law enforcement agencies in Nizhny Novgorod Region appear to be targeting Protestants 

using the "anti-missionary" amendment, rather than foreigners in particular. Foreign 

members of only the Jesus Embassy church appear to have been prosecuted so far, 
under either Administrative Code Article 5.26, Part 5 or immigration law. 

Out of a total of eighteen prosecutions under Article 5.26, Part 3 in Nizhny Novgorod 

region (all dating from 2017 and 2018), sixteen were of Protestant communities – 6 

Pentecostal, 5 Seventh-day Adventist, 3 independent Protestant, and 2 Baptist Union. 
There was also one case against a Hare Krishna community and one against Jehovah's 

Witnesses (from before their nationwide ban). 

Seventh-day Adventists in Nizhny Novgorod region have mainly been prosecuted under 

Article 5.26, Parts 3 and 4, lawyer Vasily Nichik told Forum 18 on 19 June. Their foreign 
members have kept a low profile and have experienced no problems. Adventist 

communities have, however, been subject to significant law enforcement attention, much 

of it, they claim, on spurious grounds. 

Nichik described one "shameful case", in which an unknown person removed a church 

sign showing the religious organisation's full official name and replaced it with one 
bearing an incomplete name. This was not simple vandalism: "It's very interesting that 

whoever did this knew the legal consequences of incorrect signage very well," Nichik 

observed to Forum 18. "They didn't just rip off the sign and throw it away, but made 

another and hung it in place of the first. Another interesting coincidence is that 
immediately after this, in the morning, a group of police officers arrived." 

Nichik added: "We can't say who did this, but the available facts force one to draw 

conclusions about who is behind it. As a result, a small community of mostly pensioners 

was fined 30,000 Roubles [one month's average local wages] under Article 5.26 Part 3." 

In his 17 May "Novaya Gazeta" article of, Pentecostal Bishop Bendas also notes the law 

enforcement focus on Seventh-day Adventists as well as his own church, outlining how 

police and FSB security service officers interrupted services in the towns of Shakhunya 

and Zavolzhye in Nizhny Novgorod Region. 
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"This means that [law enforcement officers] arrive during a service and begin 

interrogating parishioners and clergy, meaning that worship cannot proceed further," 

lawyer Nichik explained to Forum 18 on 21 June. "Usually, they come with the service 

side-arms which they always carry, not with automatic weapons." 

In Shakhunya, the church was fined despite the fact that a sign with its full name was 

attached to the front door, which officers mysteriously "did not see at point blank range". 

In Zavolzhye, the community was explicitly accused of not having a sign on its fence (for 

which there is no legal requirement). In this instance, the judge closed the case "in the 
absence of an administrative offence".  

 

Huge support to Jehovah’s Witnesses in Russia 

HRWF (24.06.2018) - Every week, more and more Jehovah’s Witnesses are arrested and 

put in jail awaiting for their trial. They are charged on the basis of article 282.2 of the 

Criminal Code, while actually being held accountable for professing the religion of 

Jehovah's Witnesses.    

  
Russian rights advocates, journalists and civil activists urge and demand 

  

--to cease the prosecution of Jehovah's Witnesses for their religious confession; 

--to immediately release from custody Jehovah's Witnesses charged on the 
basis of article 282.2 of the Criminal Code of the RF (planning the activity of an 

extremist organization or participation in it), in effect, for professing their 

religion;; 

--to overturn, using the existing procedural possibilities, the decision of the 
Supreme Court of 20 April 2017 regarding the liquidation and prohibition of the 

activity of Jehovah's Witnesses organizations. 

  

  

Liudmila Alekseeva, chair of Moscow Helsinki Group 
Boris Altshuler, physicist and rights activist, member Moscow Helsinki Group 

Valery Borshchev, member Moscow Helsinki Group 

Alexander Verkhovsky, member Council on Development of Civil Society and Human 

Rights under the president of the RF; director of Sova Center for News and Analysis 
Svetlana Gannushkina, Committee of Civil Cooperation, member of board of "Memorial" 

Valentin Gefter, Institute of Human Rights 

Aleander Daniel, historian, "Memorial" 

Yury Dzhibaldze, Center for Development of Democracy and Human Rights 
Sergei Krivenko, member of Council for Development of Civil Society and Human Rights 

under the president of the RF 

Lev Levinson, Institute of Human Rights 

Sergei Lukashevsky, director of Sakharov Center 
Oleg Orlov, member of Council of the rights advocacy center "Memorial" 

Yan Rachinsky, chairman of board of international society "Memorial" 

Lev Ponomarev, executive director of all-Russian movement "For Human Rights" 

Yury Savenko, president of Independent Psychiatric Association of Russia 

Natalia Taubina, director of foundation "Public Verdict" 
Alexander Cherkasov, chairman of rights advocacy center "Memorial" 

Pavel Chikov, international rights advocacy group "Agora" 

German Aletkin, chairman of organization of parents of conscripts of Tatarstan "For the 

Sons" 
Dmitry Aleshkovsky, media manager, philanthropist, journalist 

Svetlana Astrakhantseva, executive director of Moscow Helsinki Group 
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Viacheslav Bakhmin, member of Moscow Helsinki Group 

Sergei Beliaev, member of organization "Litigator," Ekaterinburg 

Andrei Blinushov, historian, chairman of Riazan "Memorial" 

Vera Vasilieva, editor, director of project of Radio Liberty 
Olta Gnezdilova, advocate 

Leonid Gozman, politician 

Vladimir Grabkov, Sakhalin department of movement "For Human Rights" 

Natalia Guseva, coordinator of Cheliabinsk regional department of movement "Voice" 
Natalia Dziadko, director Center for Cooperation of Reform of Criminal Justice 

Natalia Evdokimova, member of Council for Development of Civil Society and Human 

Rights under the president of the RF 

Polina Zherebtsova, writer, documentarian, author of Chechen Diaries 
Olga Zimenkova, member of Moscow Helsinki Group 

Irina Kizilova, independent journalist, Perm 

Oleg Kozyrev, journalist, IT expert 

Aleksei Kondaurov, politician, major general 

Tatiana Kotliar, chair of council of Kaluga regional public movement "For Human Rights," 
Obninsk 

Igor Kochetkov, rights advocate, director charitable foundation "Sphere" 

Dmitry Kraiukhin, chief editor of "Center Rus" 

Sergei Kryzhov, first commissioner for human rights in Moscow oblast 
Mark Kuperman, Sakhalin department of movement "For Human Rights" 

Elena Makei, Ekaterinburg society of "Memorial" 

Liubov Moseeva-Elie, director of Kaluga affiliate of resource center for aged, member of 

international network AgeNet International 
Alexander Nikitin, chairman of Saratov rights advocacy center "Solidarity" 

Leonid Nikitinsky, journalist 

Anna Pastukhova, coordinator of Urals "Memorial" 

Ella Poliakova, Soldiers' Mothers of St. Petersburg 
Pavel Protsenko, writer 

Andrei Rashevsky, lawyer 

Timur Rakhmatulin, director of Orenburg department of organization "Committee against 

Torture" 

Tatiana Rudakova, former chairman of organization "Mothers in Defense of Detainees, 
Persons under Investigation, and Convicts" 

Vladimir Riakovsky, member of Council for Development of Civil Society and Human 

Rights under president of the RF 

Igor Sazhin, chairman of Komi department of Russian "Memorial" 
Alelsei Simonov, president of Foundation for the Defense of Glasnost 

Alexander Soldatov, chief editor of Portal-Credo.ru, correspondent of "Novaia Gazeta" 

Mikhail Tumasov, chairman of movement "Russian LGBT Net" 

Liudmila Ulitskaia, writer 
Emma Feldshtein, director of regional public organization "Dzerzhinsky Rights Advocacy 

Center of Nizhny Novgorod Oblast" 

Valentina Sharipova, Tver "Memorial" 

Viktor Sheiko, kandidat of biological sciences, Sakhalin department of movement "For 

Human Rights" 
Viktor Yukechev, director of Institute for Development of the Press-Siberia 

Andrei Yurov, international rights advocate, member of the Council for Development of 

Civil Society and Human Rights under the president of the RF 
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Russian government criticizes Putin for treatment of 
Jehovah`s Witnesses 

Presidential Council for Civil Society and Human Rights calls out religious 

discrimination. 

By Derek Welch 

 
World Religion News (22.06.2018) - https://bit.ly/2NKXtLf - In a surprising move, a 

branch of the Russian government has called out the actions of their government’s police 

and judicial forces in the enforcement of the ban of Jehovah Witnesses. 

 

The ban occurred last year when the Russian Supreme Court labeled the religious 
denomination an “extremist organization.” This has led to arrests of over a dozen 

Jehovah’s Witnesses, the closing of all administrative and religious worship buildings, and 

near constant harassment by police forces for the private practice of their faith. Several 

wives of arrested Jehovah’s Witnesses created a joint statement begging for their 
release.  

 

The Presidential Council is designed to help assist the Russian president in protecting 

human rights. In a written statement, the organization questioned the actions of the past 
year, saying “It cannot but be a cause for concern because the criminal prosecutions and 

detentions have taken on a systemic character.” 

 

This comes at a unique time for human rights and Russia. The country deflected 
demands by the United States to release over a hundred political and religious prisoners 

earlier in the week, including Jehovah’s Witnesses. The United States pressure was 

labeled Western propaganda.  

 

Conversely, Russia has been proposing that it takes the United States spot on the United 
Nations Human Rights Council. The United States announced pulling out of the 

international body earlier this week.  

 

Given the authoritarian control Putin has over the government, the actions of the 
presidential council may be purely a symbolic measure to prevent criticism from the West 

and gain support for their bid to join the UN Human Rights Council. It is unclear what 

steps will be taken and what the lasting effect will be on the government. What is not 

addressed in the letter is the physical violence and threats that have occurred from 
vigilante groups and private citizens, which seem emboldened by the government’s law 

and police actions. 

 

 

 

The legality and validity of the criminal prosecution of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses questioned in Moscow  

HRWF (21.06.2018) - http://www.president-sovet.ru/presscenter/news/read/4729/ - In 

response to the June 7th open letter from the wives of jailed JWs, Russia’s 

Presidential Council on Human Rights has posted on its website that they have 

requested the General Prosecutor’s Office to investigate the legality and validity 
of the criminal prosecution of Jehovah’s Witnesses and to take steps to protect 

their constitutional right to freedom of religion.  The website states the reason: 

“There is a clear contradiction between the stated position of the Government 

https://bit.ly/2NKXtLf
http://www.president-sovet.ru/presscenter/news/read/4729/


Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | Russia     

of the Russian Federation and law enforcement practice. This is a cause for 

concern, as criminal prosecutions and arrests have become endemic.” 

 

The Presidential Council on Human Rights asks the Prosecutor General’s Office 
to review the legality and validity of the criminal prosecution of Jehovah’s 

Witnesses  

 

The Russian Presidential Council for Civil Society and Human Rights requested that the 
Prosecutor General’s Office verify the legality and validity of the criminal prosecution of 

citizens who profess the religion of Jehovah’s Witnesses.  

 

Information about the mass prosecution of believers was outlined in a collective petition 
received by the Council. This situation was studied by human rights experts, who 

established the following.  

 

On 20 April 2017 the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation rendered a decision to 

liquidate the religious organization Administrative Centre of Jehovah’s Witnesses in 
Russia and all local religious organizations that were part of its structure. The court 

decision contained an exhaustive list of legal entities that were to be liquidated. However, 

that court decision did not state that the religion of Jehovah’s Witnesses, as such, should 

be banned. A similar finding was expressed in the appellate ruling of the Russian 
Supreme Court on 17 July 2017, which said that the trial court did not rule on the 

legitimacy of the religious beliefs of Jehovah’s Witnesses or the ways in which those 

beliefs are expressed (page 43 of the ruling).  

 
Adhering to this position, on 23 March 2018 the Government of the Russian Federation in 

its reply to the ECHR on the admissibility of the application of the religious organization 

Administrative Centre of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Russia, stated: the Russian authorities 

contend that the above judicial acts of the Russian Supreme Court did not make an 
assessment of the beliefs of Jehovah’s Witnesses and did not impose any restrictions or 

prohibitions on the ability to profess individually the above teachings (paragraph 91).  

 

Further, on 25 May 2017 the Government of the Russian Federation assured the UN 

Human Rights Committee that these judicial acts do not limit the right of citizens to 
freedom of religion, and that members of the liquidated organizations have the ability to 

independently practice their beliefs, provided they do not distribute extremist literature 

or otherwise participate in illegal activities. Thus, the Government of the Russian 

Federation has consistently declared that the constitutional rights of persons professing 
the beliefs of Jehovah’s Witnesses must be observed.  

 

In practice, however, the intelligence services and investigative agencies of the Russian 

Investigative Committee, the Russian Ministry of Internal Affairs and the Russian FSB use 
the 20 April 2017 decision of the Russian Supreme Court to criminally prosecute 

believers.  

 

According to available information, that court decision was cited when at least 17 

criminal cases against Jehovah’s Witnesses were opened in the following cities:  
 

* Belgorod (Investigative Directorate of the Directorate of the Russian Ministry of 

Internal Affairs for the Belgorod Region),  

* Birobidzhan (Investigative Department of the Directorate of the Russian FSB for the 
Jewish Autonomous Region),  

* Vladivostok (Investigative Department of the Directorate of the Russian FSB for the 

Primorskiy Territory),  

* Kazan (there is no information on the agency that opened the criminal case),  
* Magadan (Investigative Department of the Directorate of the Russian FSB for the 

Magadan Region),  
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* Naberezhnye Chelny (Investigative Directorate of the Russian Investigative Committee 

for the Republic of Tatarstan),  

* Oryol (2 cases: Investigative Department of the Directorate of the Russian FSB for the 

Oryol Region and Investigative Directorate of the Russian Investigative Committee for 
the Oryol Region),  

* Orenburg (Investigative Directorate of the Russian Investigative Committee for the 

Orenburg Region),  

* Perm (Investigative Directorate of the Russian Investigative Committee for the Perm 
Territory),  

* Polyarnyy (Investigative Directorate of the Russian Investigative Committee for the 

Murmansk Region),  

* Prokhladnyy (Investigative Directorate of the Russian Investigative Committee for the 
Republic of Kabardino-Balkaria),  

* Pskov (Investigative Department of the Directorate of the Russian FSB for the Pskov 

Region),  

* Tomsk (Investigative Directorate of the Russian Investigative Committee for the Tomsk 

Region),  
* Ufa (Investigative Directorate of the Russian Investigative Committee for the Republic 

of Bashkortostan),  

* Shuya (2 cases, Investigative Directorate of the Russian Investigative Committee for 

the Ivanovo Region).  
 

In these criminal cases 19 persons have been arrested. One has been in custody for over 

a year. More than 20 are under house arrest or have had to sign a recognizance 

agreement.  
 

In each case, the charges against believers are based on the claim that a group of 

believers held a religious service.  

 
Citizens are accused because of reading the Bible and praying together, this being 

interpreted as “continuation of the activities of an extremist organization”. The Council 

considers that such an interpretation does not harmonize with the legal position of the 

Russian Supreme Court.  

 
There is a clear contradiction between the stated position of the Government of the 

Russian Federation and law enforcement practice. This is a cause for concern, as criminal 

prosecutions and arrests have become endemic. The situation evokes the Soviet period, 

when Jehovah’s Witnesses were subjected to unjustified repression because of their 
religion, as a result of which the Law of the Russian Federation dated 18 October 1991 

No. 1761-1 on Rehabilitation of Victims of Political Repression was later applied to them.  

 

In this regard the Council requests the Prosecutor General of the Russian Federation to 
order an investigation into the legality and validity of the criminal prosecution of 

believers and to take steps to protect their constitutional right to freedom of religion. 

 

Jehovah's Witnesses hit with two-month pretrial 
detention 

Saratov: Searches, frame-ups and arrests of three believers 

  

JW in Russia (15.06.2018) - https://bit.ly/2LX0e7t  and https://bit.ly/2M1fbp1 - On 12 

June 2018 in Saratov and the oblast, personnel of law enforcement agencies conducted 
massive searches in homes of citizens who are suspected of professing the religion of 

Jehovah's Witnesses. Three men were arrested and taken to a SIZO: 43-year-old 

https://bit.ly/2LX0e7t
https://bit.ly/2M1fbp1
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Konstantin Bazhenov, 35-year-old Aleksei Budenchuk, and 33-year-old Feliks 

Makhammadiev. 

  

At least 7 searches are known in the city of Saratov and village of Shirokoe (Saratov 
oblast). Acting extremely rudely, personnel of law enforcement agencies hacked at 

apartment doors. Thus, after arriving for a search in the home of Konstantin and Irina 

Bazhenov, the special forces by mistake broke down the door to their neighbors' and only 

later, having realized, broke down the door to the couple's apartment. During searches, 
all technology, books, photographs, notebooks, personal savings passbooks, and foreign 

passports were seized from the citizens. 

  

During at least two searches, planting of forbidden items occurred. For example, during a 
search in the village of Shitokoe, in the home of Aleksei and Tatiana Budenchuk, in the 

sleeve of a child's jacket, hanging on a hanger, the intruders inserted and then 

demonstratively "discovered" two books, one of which had been entered into the Federal 

List of Extremist Materials. Aleksei Budenchuk was arrested. 

  
More than ten persons were taken for interrogation to the F.S.B. and several were 

interrogated until almost midnight. On the whole, during questioning, believers followed 

the instruction from the Bible: "I will restrain my lips while the evil one is before me. I 

was mute and voiceless and was silent even about the good" (Bible, Psalm 38.2,3 
Synodal translation). 

  

On 14 June 2018 it was learned that Konstantin Bazhenov, Feliks Makhammadiev, and 

Aleksei Budenchuk were charged on the basis of article 282.2(1) of the Criminal Code of 
the RF ("planning the activity of an extremist organization"). Svetlana Gogoleva, a judge 

of the Frunze district court of the city of Saratov, chose as a measure to assure 

appearance a two-month confinement in custody (until 12 August 2018) for these law-

abiding, respected citizens. 
  

Such a serious violation of the rights of believers is a direct consequence of a horrible 

judicial mistake, the decision of the Russian Supreme Court for the baseless liquidation 

and ban of all 396 organizations of Jehovah's Witnesses in Russia. Law enforcement 

personnel, driven by unknown motives, consider the joint religious confession of law-
abiding citizens to be participation in the activity of an extremist organization. (tr. by 

PDS, posted 16 June 2018) 

 

A ‘dire time for human rights in Russia’ as World Cup 
begins 

World Watch Monitor (14.06.2018) - https://bit.ly/2tfvA1B - “This is a very dire time for 

human rights in Russia,” according to the Russia programme director for Human Rights 

Watch, Tanya Lokshina, speaking ahead of the start of the 2018 Football World Cup, 

which kicked off in Moscow earlier today. 
 

Since Vladimir Putin became Russia’s president again in 2012 there has been a 

“staggering human rights clampdown”, she told the Australian Associated Press last 

week. 
 

“What we see in Russia today, as far as freedom of expression is concerned, is just 

devastating,” she said. “Every year it is just getting worse.” 

 
“There is no sign that … persecution of religious minorities and foreign missionaries is 

coming to an end.” 

 

https://bit.ly/2tfvA1B
https://theworldgame.sbs.com.au/russia-in-human-rights-crisis-ahead-of-world-cup
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However, she said the World Cup may at least shine a light on the abuses: “Russia being 

in the spotlight, so many fans coming from all around the world, so many media 

publications… It’s all going to make people focus on the profound human rights crisis in 

Russia.” 
 

Among the challenges facing Russians is the clampdown on religious freedom since the 

introduction two years ago of the so-called “anti-missionary law”. 

 
Under this law, prosecuted individuals face heavy fines, up to six years in prison, and, for 

foreigners, deportation. 

 

An American missionary, Donald Ossewaarde, who was based in the Russian city of 
Oryol, was one of the first convicted under the law. In March 2017, he filed an application 

to the European Court of Human Rights arguing that his right to religious freedom had 

been violated by the law after he was found guilty of conducting “illegal missionary 

activities”. He had been holding weekly Bible meetings at his home for 14 years before 

the introduction of the law. 
 

Following his application to the court last year, Ossewarde wrote on his blog: “Russia 

may or may not respect the ECHR’s decision if it finds a violation in my case, but it would 

be an embarrassment to them, and might result in an amendment to the law. Filing the 
case puts international pressure on Russia.” 

 

Ossewaarde left the country after his unsuccessful appeals in Russia, and the ECHR 

approached the Russian government in July last year with a number of questions, though 
regional news agency Forum 18 said last month that it is not yet known whether the 

government has responded. 

 

“There is no sign that … persecution of religious minorities and foreign missionaries is 
coming to an end,” the United States Ambassador to the Vatican, Callista Gingrich, said 

yesterday (13 June) during a roundtable discussion on the Ukraine, held at the US 

embassy in Rome. 

 

“Today, Russia ranks among the worst violators of religious freedom and human rights,” 
she said, as reported by Catholic newspaper The Tablet. 

 

In February the US Commission on International Religious Freedom criticised the so-

called “anti-missionary law” – officially titled the Yarovaya Law, after one of its authors – 
which was formally introduced as an anti-terrorism measure in July 2016, saying “vague 

and problematic definitions of ‘extremism’ in Russian law give the authorities wide 

latitude to interfere in peaceful religious observance and persecute believers”. 

Longest known sentence for religious meeting 
 

A court in Russia recently handed down the longest known jail term for a religious 

meeting in the country. 
 

A Muslim man, Ilgar Aliyev, was sentenced on 28 May by a court in the Dagestan republic 

to eight years in jail and two years of restrictions for “leading and involving others” in the 

study of books written by the late Turkish theologian Said Nursi. 

 
According to Forum 18, “law enforcement typically interprets this as continuing the 

activity of the banned extremist organisation ‘Nurdzhular’, which Muslims in Russia deny 

even exists”. 

 
The longest known sentence previously for such a meeting was four years’ imprisonment. 

Aliyev has appealed the sentence but remains in detention. 

 

https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/coe/russia-approves-anti-missionary-bill/
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2017/03/us-missionary-appeals-european-court-justice-russian-law/
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2017/03/us-missionary-appeals-european-court-justice-russian-law/
http://www.donossewaarde.com/Ministry/law_update/update029.htm
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2377
http://www.thetablet.co.uk/news/9238/ambassador-gingrich-accuses-russia-of-persecuting-minorities
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2018/02/us-agency-accuses-russia-abusing-anti-extremism-laws/
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2386
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In February, the Islamic State group claimed an attack on a Russian Orthodox Church in 

Kizlyar, Dagestan, in which five people were killed and five others were injured. 

‘Cry of despair’ 
 

Meanwhile, at least 30 Jehovah’s Witnesses have been charged for criminal activities in 

Russia in the last six months, according to Forum 18. 

 
“The law enforcement crackdown on Jehovah’s Witnesses across Russia is gathering 

pace,” the news agency said. “Law enforcement agencies launched multiple armed raids 

in another four regions in the space of a week in late May and early June, followed by 

lengthy interrogations and detentions.” 
 

Last year Russia outlawed the group, shutting down its administrative centre and 395 

local congregations, and seizing assets. 

 
The wives of Jehovah’s Witnesses who have been imprisoned wrote an open letter to 

Russia’s Council on Human Rights last week, which they called their “cry of despair”. 

World Cup concerns 

 
Seven of the 32 competing teams in the World Cup come from countries that can be 

found on the 2018 Open Doors World Watch List of the 50 countries where it is most 

dangerous countries to live as a Christian. 

 
The charity says that Christians in Iran, Saudi Arabia, Nigeria, Tunisia, Mexico and 

Colombia “are not free to live out their faith without facing persecution – whether that be 

rejection, isolation, denial of rights and freedom, or even violence”. 

 
Russia, meanwhile, is on Open Doors’ list of “Persecution Watch Countries” beyond the 

top 50. 

Read more 
Russia’s religious communities face ‘unclear’ requirements 

European Court questions Russia over deportations under religion law 

Growing list of Christians charged under Russia’s ‘anti-missionary law’ 
Crimea also affected in first year of Russia’s ‘anti-missionary law’ 

 

Officials continue to hound African Pentecostals studying 
in Russia 

How the Yarovaya Package made a vicious violator of the administrative code 
out of a Zimbabwean protestant 

  

Russia Religion News (15.06.2018) - https://bit.ly/2HNrT8m - A court in Nizhny 

Novgorod fined a student from Zimbabwe, Kudzai Niamarebvu, 30,000 rubles for an 

interview in which she is called a "hero of faith." For Kudzai, this is the second fine 
because of "missionary activity" in a year. 

  

The 25-year-old Kudzai Niamarebvu came to Russia from Zimbabwe in 2012, to study on 

the medical faculty of the Volga Research Medical University in Nizhny Novgorod. At that 
time, the largest protest actions in many years were going on, because of the elections 

to the State Duma and the return of Vladimir Putin to the post of president. At the same 

time, authorities began to make harsher anti-extremism legislation and to regulate the 

internet yet more.  Over time, imprisonment for reposting ceased surprising anybody, 

https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2018/02/russia-extremist-identified-after-five-women-killed-in-dagestan-church-attack/
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/countries/russian-federation/
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2385
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/coe/russia-outlaws-jehovahs-witnesses-extremist-group/
https://www2.stetson.edu/~psteeves/relnews/180607a.html
https://www.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/countries/
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/persecution-watch-countries-beyond-top-50/
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/coe/russias-religious-communities-face-unclear-requirements/
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/coe/european-court-questions-russia-over-deportations-under-religion-law/
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/coe/growing-list-christians-charged-russias-anti-missionary-law/
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2017/07/crimea-also-affected-russias-anti-missionary-law-turns-one/
https://bit.ly/2HNrT8m
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but all these processes did not concern Kudzai; the girl was studying in the university 

and attending the "Embassy of Jesus" protestant church. It is difficult to say 

unequivocally whether she engaged in any social and political activity: while having 

studied in Russia for six years, she had not mastered the Russian language and she 
communicated in the main with other foreigners. 

  

In social networks (Russian friends advised her to set up an account on "VKontakte"), 

she published posts about love for God. In the autumn of 2016, Kudzai acted in a video 
where she invited friends to come to the Embassy of Jesus for a party planned in 

November, which was called a Welcome Party. As attorney Alexander Malinin told 

Meduza, in the video Kudzai said that there would be African songs and dances at the 

party. 
  

Several months before the publication of the video, President Vladimir Putin signed the 

"Yarovaya Package," one of the most criticized legislative initiatives in the sphere of 

antiterrorism legislation and regulation of the information technology sphere. Among 

other things, the law changed article 5.26 of the Code of Administrative Violations of Law 
(violation of legislation on freedom of conscience and freedom of religious confession and 

on religious associations), adding to it three new kinds of law violations, and it introduced 

requirements for missionary activity. Mediazona has already written in detail how the 

change in the law affected not just religious leaders. 
  

Publication of the video was translated for the Embassy of Jesus immediately into two 

administrative cases on the basis of the substance of article 5.26 that had recently 

appeared: on the basis of part 3, the religious organization was fined 30,000 rubles for 
publishing a video without identification information with the full name of the church, and 

on the basis of part 4, it was fined 50,000 rubles for Kudzai's missionary activity without 

pertinent permission. At the same time, the materials of the cases indicated that Kudzai 

had conducted missionary activity on 26 April 2017. The press secretary of the Embassy 
of Jesus, Yulia Ermoshina, told Mediazona that it is unclear why the security personnel 

thought that Kudzai engaged in missionary activity on this particular day. 

  

There were no charges against the girl herself, although in the winter of 2018 she 

learned to her surprise that a report had been composed against her on the basis of part 
2 of article 18.8 of the Code of Administrative Violations of Law (violation by a foreigner 

of the rules of visiting Russia expressed in the incompatibility of the declared goals of 

entry with activity actually conducted). The Ministry of Internal Affairs argued the case in 

this way: Kudzai entered Russia supposedly for study, but in reality she engaged in 
missionary activity. 

  

The native of Zimbabwe insisted that she did not engage in any kind of missionary 

activity but simply invited friends to a party. The Sormov district court of Nizhny 
Novgorod oblast did not listen to her arguments, ordering a fine of Kudzai of 5,000 rubles 

and deportation of the sixth-year student from Russia six months before receiving her 

diploma. "[Attorney Vladimir] Malinin said that he tried to become her lawyer, but when 

the judge asked Niamarebvu in Russian whether she needed a lawyer, she did not 

understand what he was talking about and she answered in the negative," Meduza wrote. 
However, Kudzai lucked out: the appellate instance permitted her to leave the country by 

the end of June so that the African would be able to return to her homeland with higher 

education. 

  
"Students stopped attending church; the video, photos, quotes about Christianity, 

Christmas and Easter greetings were removed. Before that, the Africans were not even 

able to think that singing in church or posting Christian topics on a personal page could 

be a crime," Galina Liamina, a Russian language teacher for foreigners, wrote in 
VKontakte. "Now the Africans are being taken to court one after the other. Evidence 

being used include screens from social networks and links with YouTube from 2016 and 
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2017, collected previously, since after Kudzai's case the Africans have removed the 

'kompromat,' and even their own pages." 

  

For example, this is what happened with Nosisa Shiba, a native of Swaziland. The 
Sormov district court fined her on the basis of the same article for violating the rules of 

staying in Russia 7,000 rubles and ordered her deportation no later than 30 June. Shiba 

also is a sixth-year student and she was permitted to complete her studies. The reason 

for opening her case was the African's participation in an Easter concert. Her 
performance can be seen on the video at the end of the seventh minute, when believers 

are singing 'Jesus, arisen for me.'" 

  

Kudzai also was not helped by the removal of the video from the social network. Security 
agents had documented her pages well in advance. Another administrative case was 

opened against the girl on the basis of part 5 of article 5.26 of the Code of Administrative 

Violations of Law (conduct of missionary activity by a foreigner in violation of the 

requirements of legislation on freedom of conscience and freedom of religious confession 

and on religious associations). Later, as attorney Malinin described for Mediazona, this 
case was closed because of the lapse of the statute of limitations. Judging by his profile 

on VKontakte, the lawyer, like Kudzai, belongs to the Christian Pentecostals: his avatar is 

a collage of a photograph depicting Jesus embracing a girl, a cross, a heart, and an 

inscription, "Jesus Christ, my God and my Lord." 
  

In the Pentecostals' church they are indignant about such treatment of their fellow 

believer. In April, the press secretary of the Embassy of Jesus, Yulia Ermoshina, recorded 

an interview with Kudzai which later was published on YouTube. For twenty minutes, 
Kudzai, with the help of a translator, describes for Yulia her misadventures. She [i.e., 

Yulia] peers intently, nods, and again with the help of the translator poses clarifying 

questions, and in the end she says: "Kudzai, thank you very much; you are a real hero of 

faith, and we believe along with you that, actually, the court will make a positive decision 
on your matter and you will finish your studies in Russia fine and you will go home with 

good impressions from this country and with a good heart. We also believe that this law 

will not affect foreigners negatively and hinder their visiting those churches that they 

have been accustomed to attending from childhood." 

  
"What a pity for Russia. Even Africans are in shock. Lord, have mercy!" one YouTube user 

comments regarding this interview. It became the basis for opening a third case against 

Kudzai Niamarebvu, again on part 5 of article 5.26 of the Code of Administrative 

Violations of Law. Judging from the materials of the case, the F.S.B. is interested 
specifically in the last sentence of the press secretary of the church in which she calls 

Kudzai a "real hero of faith." The security service ordered a complex expert analysis, 

asking the specialists to answer the question: "What does the term 'hero of faith' mean 

in the doctrine of Christians of Evangelical Faith and who can be acknowledged as a 'hero 
of faith,' and what kind of obligations does this recognition impose on the 'hero of faith' 

and on adherents of the doctrine respecting him?" 

  

The commission of three persons, including the chief editor of the magazine "Kholm 

Poetov" and kandidat of psychological sciences Andrei Tremasov, replied: "The film has a 
'covert missionary character,' and 'heroes of faith' are 'people who, from the point of 

view of Christians of Evangelical Faith, God has chosen for preaching;' they are 

'instruments in the hands of God' in the work of preaching, that is, evangelism." "By the 

very fact of their existence, 'heroes of faith,' in the opinion of Pentecostals, are able to 
win over people. Thus, the designation of Kudzai Niamarebvu as a 'hero of faith' and the 

video of her itself are a covert form of proclamation of the faith of Pentecostals. Foreign 

students, who viewed this video, were unambiguously urged to follow Kudzai Niamarebvu 

as a 'hero of faith' and thus to violate Russian legislation," the experts concluded. In 
conclusion it was noted that any religious group of Pentecostals can recognize a person 
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as a "hero of faith" and this recognition imposes on him the obligation "to engage 

actively in missionary activity," but this does not affect other people in any way. 

  

On 9 June, the court ordered for Kudzai a fine of 30,000 rubles. The Embassy of Jesus 
says that the girl does not have such money so that the church will pay the fine for her. 

The native of Zimbabwe herself decided not to talk with journalists until after she leaves 

Russia. (tr. by PDS, posted 13 June 2018) 

  
Original article in  Russian : Mediazona, 13 June 2018 

 

 

19 Jehovah’s Witnesses behind bars as of 15 June 

HRWF (08.06.2018) – The number of Jehovah’s Witnesses deprived of their freedom is 

increasing week after week. 

  

Three more Jehovah’s Witnesses have been arrested for “planning the activity of an 
extremist organization” (!): 43-year-old Konstantin Bazhenov, 35-year-old Aleksei 

Budenchuk, and 33-year-old Feliks Makhammadiev 

  

See below the region they are from, followed by the name of the detainee and birthdate, 
the date of the arrest, the article of the criminal code and the dates of their pre-trial 

detention. 

  

Charges 
  

Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1: Organisation of the activity of a social or religious 

association or other organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a decision 

legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the carrying out of 

extremist activity. 
  

Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 2: Participation in the activity of a social or religious 

association or other organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a decision 

legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the carrying out of 
extremist activity. 

  

List of 16 other JW who have been jailed since May 2017 

  
Oryol Region Oryol 

Dennis CHRISTENSEN (18-Dec-72) 

25-May-17 

Article 282.2(1) 
Pre-trial detention: 26-May-18 / 1-Aug-18 

  

Republic of Tatarstan Naberezhniye Chelny 

Ilkham Shamilevich Karimov (9-Feb-81) 

27-Mar-18 
Article 282.2(1) 

Pre-trial detention: 29-May-18/ 25-Jul-18 

  

Vladimir Nikolayevich Myakushin (6-Nov-87) 
27-Mar-18 

Article 282.2(1), (1.1) and (2) 

Pre-trial detention: 29-May-18/ 25-Jul-18 

  

https://zona.media/article/2018/06/13/kudzay
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Konstantin Matrashov (1983) 

27-Mar-18 

Article 282.2(1), (1.1) and (2) 

Pre-trial detention: 29-May-18/ 25-Jul-18 
  

Aydar Maratoviсh Yulmetyev (Aug-93) 

27-Mar-18 

Article 282.2(1), (1.1) and (2) 
Pre-trial detention: 31-May-18/ 25-Jul-18 

  

Republic of Bashkortostan Ufa 

Anatoliy Sergeyevich Vilitevich (15-Sep-86) 
10-Apr-18 

Article 282.2(2) 

Pre-trial detention: 12-Apr-18/ 2-Jul-18 

  

Murmansk Region Polyarny 
Roman Nikolayevich Markin (18-Mar-74) 

18-Apr-18 

Article 282.2(1) 

Pre-trial detention: 23-Apr-18/ 11-Jun-18 
  

Viktor Fedorovich Trofimov (26-Mar-57) 

18-Apr-18 

Article 282.2(1) 
Pre-trial detention: 23-Apr-18/ 12-Jun-18 

  

Vladivostok Region Vladivostok 

Valentin Pavlovich Osadchuk (15-Mar-78) 
19-Apr-18 

Article 282.2(2) 

Pre-trial detention: 23-Apr-18/ 20-Jun-18 

  

Orenburg Region Orenburg 
Aleksandr Gennadyevich Suvorov (20-Apr-80) 

16-May-18 

Article 282.2(1) 

Pre-trial detention: 19-May-18/ 14-Jul-18 
  

Vladimir Yuryevich Kochnev (15-Oct-79) 

16-May-18 

Article 282.2(1) 
Pre-trial detention: 19-May-18/ 14-Jul-18 

  

Magadan Region Magadan 

Konstantin Nikolayevich Petrov (9-Aug-86) 

30-May-18 
Article 282.2(1) 

Pre-trial detention: 01-Jun-18/ 29-Jul-18 

  

Ivan Grigoryevich Puyda (C.O.)(5-Nov-78) 
30-May-18 

Article 282.2(1) 

Pre-trial detention: 01-Jun-18 30/-Jul-18 

  
Yevgeniy Anatolyevich Zyablov (9-Mar-77) 

30-May-18 
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Article 282.2(1) 

Pre-trial detention: 01-Jun-18/ 29-Jul-18 

  

Sergey Liviyevich Yerkin (23-Jun-53) 
30-May-18 

Article 282.2(1) 

Pre-trial detention: 01-Jun-18/ 29-Jul-18 

  
Tomsk Region Tomsk 

Sergey Gennadyevich Klimov (C.O.) (26-Mar-70) 

3-Jun-18 

Article 282.2(1) 
Pre-trial detention 05-Jun-18 04-Aug-18 

 

Longest jail term yet for religious meeting 

By Victoria Arnold 
 

Forum 18 (08.06.2018) - https://bit.ly/2l36b7e - In the longest known jail term so far for 

meeting with others for religious study, a Dagestan court sentenced Ilgar Aliyev to eight 

years' jail plus two years' restrictions for meeting to study Muslim theologian Said Nursi's 
writings. Similarly, a Krasnoyarsk court fined another Muslim, Aleksei Dedkov, more than 

six months' average local wages. 

 

A Muslim in Dagestan has received the longest yet known prison term for meeting to 
read the works of late Turkish theologian Said Nursi. Ilgar Aliyev was sentenced on 28 

May to eight years' jail and two following years of restrictions for leading and involving 

others in the study of Nursi's books. Law enforcement typically interprets this as 

continuing the activity of the banned extremist organisation "Nurdzhular", which Muslims 

in Russia deny even exists. At present Aliyev remains in a pre-trial detention centre while 
his appeal is pending. The previous longest known jail term for such meetings was a four 

year sentence in November 2017 (see below). 

 

"I consider this terrible – just for reading books", a fellow Muslim who asked to remain 
unnamed for fear of state reprisals commented to Forum 18 (see below). 

 

Elsewhere, a court in Krasnoyarsk fined another Muslim, Andrei Dedkov, more than six 

months' average local wages on 7 June for a similar alleged crime (see below). 
 

The trials of four further Muslims accused of involvement in alleged "Nurdzhular" cells are 

continuing in Krasnoyarsk Region and in Novosibirsk. One of these trials is likely to come 

to an end later in June, Forum 18 believes (see below). 
 

Typically, such Muslims meet in private homes to study Islam, with one or more 

expounding on Nursi's works. They also pray, eat, and drink tea together. They do not 

seek any state permission for such meetings. 

 
The state interprets such meetings as organised activity by an organisation called 

"Nurdzhular" (derived from the Turkish for "Nursi followers"). "Nurdzhular" was ruled 

"extremist" and prohibited by the Supreme Court in 2007, despite the fact that Muslims 

in Russia deny such an association even exists. Many Russian translations of Nursi's 
books have been banned, despite their not calling for violence or the violation of human 

rights (see Forum 18's Russia "extremism" religious freedom survey 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215). 

 

https://bit.ly/2l36b7e
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215
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Subsequently, people who have met to study Nursi's books have been prosecuted under 

Criminal Code Article 282.2 (Part 1 "Organisation of" or Part 2 "participation in" "the 

activity of a social or religious association or other organisation in relation to which a 

court has adopted a decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in 
connection with the carrying out of extremist activity"). 

 

Both Jehovah's Witnesses and Muslims who read Nursi's works could be jailed for up to 

10 years under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1, or up to six years under Part 2 (see 
Forum 18's Russia "extremism" religious freedom survey 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215). 

 

Also in Dagestan, Muslim prisoners of conscince Ziyavdin Dapayev and brothers Sukhrab 
and Artur Kaltuyev were jailed in November 2017 for meeting to study Nursi's works. 

Dapayev was jailed for four years and the Kaltuyev brothers were jailed for three years 

each (see F18News 7 December 2017 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2339). Elsewhere, in June 2017, Muslim 

prisoner of conscience Yevgeny Kim was jailed for three years and nine months in 
Blagoveshchensk for meeting to study Nursi's works (see F18News 23 June 2017 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2290). 

 

Jehovah's Witnesses also detained and prosecuted 
 

After multiple armed raids between January and June 2018, at least 30 Jehovah's 

Witnesses are also now the subject of similar criminal cases in 13 regions across Russia. 

Like Muslims who read Nursi's works, Jehovah's Witnesses also face prosecution under 
Criminal Code Article 282.2 ("Organisation of" or "participation in" "the activity of a social 

or religious association or other organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a 

decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the 

carrying out of extremist activity") (see F18News 6 June 2018 
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2385). 

 

Unlike Nursi readers so far, Jehovah's Witnesses are also increasingly prosecuted under 

Criminal Code Article 282.3 ("Financing of extremist activity"). Offences under this article 

also incur large fines or prison terms of up to eight years (see F18News 6 June 2018 
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2385). 

 

The raids and detentions of Jehovah's Witnesses derive directly from the 2017 liquidation 

of their Administrative Centre as an "extremist organisation", and the consequent 
nationwide ban on their exercise of freedom of religion and belief (see F18News 18 July 

2017 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2297). Two Jehovah's Witnesses 

are already on trial in Oryol and Kabardino-Balkariya for "extremism"-related offences 

not directly related to the nationwide ban (see F18News 6 June 2018 
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2385). 

 

Dagestan: 8 years' imprisonment 

 

Judge Magomed Murtazaliyev of Izberbash City Court sentenced Ilgar Vagif-ogly Aliyev 
(born 1997) on 28 May to eight years' imprisonment under Criminal Code Article 282.2, 

Part 1 ("Organisation of the activity of a social or religious association or other 

organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a decision legally in force on 

liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the carrying out of extremist 
activity"), and Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1.1 ("Inclination, recruitment, or other 

involvement of a person in the activities of an extremist organisation"). 

 

Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1.1 was introduced to the Criminal Code in 2014 and 
the possible punishments are: a fine of 300,000 to 700,000 Roubles or two to four years' 

annual salary; compulsory labour of two to five years; or a prison sentence of four to 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2339
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2290
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2385
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2385
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2297
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2385
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eight years (see Forum 18's Russia "extremism" religious freedom 

survey http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215). The first known use of 

the article against people exercising their freedom of religion and belief was in July 2017 

with the prosecution of a Jehovah's Witness woman in Kursk for allegedly trying to 
"recruit" people to an "extremist organisation" by handing out leaflets in a street (see 

F18News 25 August 2017 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2310). 

 

For Aliyev's alleged offence under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1, he was sentenced 
to six years' imprisonment with two years' restrictions on freedom. For his alleged 

offence under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1.1, he received a sentence of four years, 

plus two years' restrictions on freedom. 

 
Judge Murtazaliyev ruled that these sentences should run partially concurrently, and will 

therefore form a total of eight years in the prison colony with two years of restrictions. 

No written verdict is yet available, so it is unclear what restrictions Aliyev may be under 

after his release. According to the Criminal Code, these may include a prohibition on 

moving house and travelling outside one's place of residence without permission, a ban 
on holding particular jobs, and/or a requirement to report regularly to probation 

authorities. 

 

Forum 18 called Judge Murtazaliyev's office on 8 June and asked why Aliyev had received 
such a heavy sentence for studying religious literature and why he is considered 

dangerous. The Judge was not available, and a spokesperson said that he could not 

answer such questions. 

 
The telephone at the Dagestan Republic Prosecutor's Office press service went 

unanswered when Forum 18 called on 8 June to ask why Aliyev received such a 

punishment. On 21 February Forum 18 asked the Prosecutor's Office in writing in what 

way Aliyev is considered dangerous (see F18News 1 March 
2018 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2358). No reply has as of today (8 

June) yet been received. 

 

Appeal "right up to the European Court of Human Rights" 

 
If the judge's verdict on Aliyev, issued after a relatively brief trial of 11 hearings, comes 

into force, he will serve his sentence in a general-regime prison colony. Aliyev intends to 

appeal to the Supreme Court of Dagestan and "right up to the European Court of Human 

Rights in Strasbourg" if necessary, a fellow Muslim told Forum 18 on 31 May. 
 

While his appeal is pending, Aliyev remains in detention at Investigation Prison No. 2 in 

Derbent, from which he was brought to court each day of the trial. Conditions there are 

"fine", Aliyev's lawyer, Magomedrasul Zaripov, and fellow Muslims have told Forum 18: 
"There are no problems reading the Koran or performing prayers in Dagestan. All food is 

halal" (see F18News 1 March 2018 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2358). 

 

Aliyev does not, however, have access to any literature by Said Nursi, as Russian 
translations of his works have been ruled "extremist" and banned (see Forum 18's Russia 

"extremism" religious freedom survey 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215). 

 
Despite his conviction, Aliyev's name still does not appear on the Federal Financial 

Monitoring Service (Rosfinmonitoring) "List of Terrorists and Extremists", whose assets 

banks are obliged to freeze (see Forum 18's Russia "extremism" religious freedom survey 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215). 
 

April 2017 raid, arrest 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2310
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2358
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2358
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215
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Law enforcement agents arrested Aliyev in an armed raid on the night of 19-20 April 

2017 in the city of Izberbash (see F18News 12 May 

2017 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2279). Investigators accused 
Aliyev of holding classes for groups of Muslims in three towns in Dagestan, Izberbash, 

Makhachkala, and Khasavyurt. At these meetings they allegedly read and discussed 

religious literature which has been banned as "extremist" – law enforcement interpreted 

such activity as operating a "Nurdzhular cell", to which Aliyev is also accused of actively 
recruiting new members. 

 

Aliev has since been kept in custody as the FSB security service investigation proceeded. 

Apart from confirming on 30 May 2017 that a criminal investigation of Aliyev was 
underway, the Dagestan FSB has refused to answer Forum 18's questions about the 

case. 

 

Aliyev is the first Muslim who reads Nursi's works to be convicted under the increased 

punishments for "extremism"-related offences introduced in July 2016. The so-called 
Yarovaya "anti-terrorism" legal changes came into force on 20 July 2016 (see Forum 18's 

"Extremism" Russia religious freedom survey 

http://www.forum18.org/Archive.php?article_id=2215). 

 
"I consider this terrible – just for reading books" 

 

"I consider this terrible – just for reading books", a fellow Muslim who asked to remain 

unnamed for fear of state reprisals commented to Forum 18 on 4 June 2018. 
 

Aliyev "loves Russia", his lawyer Magomedrasul Zaripov told Forum 18 shortly after the 

armed raid in April 2017. "He does not dispute that he read some books, but he denies 

that he ever worked against Russia" (see F18News 12 May 2017 
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2279). 

 

Aliyev was the fourth Muslim in Dagestan to be charged with involvement in "Nurdzhular" 

since the beginning of 2016. The other three – Ziyavdin Dapayev and brothers Sukhrab 

and Artur Kaltuyev – were jailed on 7 November 2017 under Article 282.2, Part 1 (see 
F18News 7 December 2017 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2339). 

 

Dapayev is now serving four years and the Kaltuyev brothers three years each in a 

general-regime correctional colony. According to their case file, Aliyev was among those 
who visited the house in Makhachkala where they allegedly held meetings to discuss 

Nursi's works. Aliyev was not, however, formally involved in their case. 

 

Krasnoyarsk: fine of six months' average wages 
 

After 24 hearings over 14 months, Andrei Nikolayevich Dedkov (born 16 June 1979) has 

been fined 250,000 Roubles under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1 ("Organisation of 

the activity of a social or religious association or other organisation in relation to which a 

court has adopted a decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in 
connection with the carrying out of extremist activity"). He was accused of holding 

meetings to read and discuss Nursi's works and of allegedly organising a "cell" of 

"Nurdzhular" in Krasnoyarsk. 

 
Dedkov and Andrei Gennadyevich Rekst (born 14 March 1994 – see below) were initially 

detained in March 2016, after the FSB security service had carried out surveillance of 

several Muslims in Krasnoyarsk for much of 2015 (see F18News 29 June 2016 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2193) 
 

According to FSB security service documents seen by Forum 18, Dedkov was accused of 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2279
http://www.forum18.org/Archive.php?article_id=2215
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2279
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2339
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2193
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holding study groups at various addresses in Krasnoyarsk between 25 May 2015 and 10 

March 2016. At these meetings, participants allegedly read and discussed prohibited 

texts from Nursi's "Risale-i Nur" (Messages of Light) collection. These activities were 

allegedly aimed at "the formulation .. of a positive attitude to death, combined with a 
willingness to sacrifice oneself in the interests of the teachings" and promoted 

"propaganda of the superiority and inferiority of citizens according to religion". 

 

The phrases used by the FSB appear to be standard accusations in such cases, with little 
or no evidence normally being presented. Nothing in Nursi's writings appears to advocate 

hatred, violence, or the violation of any human right. The grounds for Russia's ongoing 

nationwide campaign against people who read and share his works are obscure, with 

quite different reasons offered for banning texts and "Nurdzhular" in different contexts. 
The freedom to criticise any religious or non-religious belief is, however, a central part of 

the freedom of religion and belief (see Forum 18's Russia "extremism" religious freedom 

survey http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215). 

 

Both Dedkov and Rekst have been put on the Rosfinmonitoring "List of Terrorists and 
Extremists", whose assets banks are obliged to freeze (see Forum 18's Russia 

"extremism" religious freedom survey 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215). 

 
Although prosecutors had requested that Dedkov be given five years in prison, Judge 

Sergei Tupeko of the city's Soviet District Court decided on the fine on 7 June. A fine of 

250,000 Roubles (about 32,200 Norwegian Kroner, 3,400 Euros or 4,000 US Dollars) 

represents more than six months' average local wages. 
 

Because Dedkov's alleged offence took place before the July 2016 increase in 

punishments for "extremism"-related offences, he faced the previous possible 

punishments for breaking Criminal Code Article 282.2 Part 1 of fines of 300,000 to 
500,000 Roubles, compulsory labour of up to five years, or imprisonment for up to six 

years (see Forum 18's "Extremism" Russia religious freedom 

survey http://www.forum18.org/Archive.php?article_id=2215). It is unclear why Dedkov 

was fined an amount below the minimum fine. 

 
"I think that the Prosecutor's Office will undoubtedly appeal against the decision," a 

fellow Muslim told Forum 18 on 7 June. 

 

Anna Sheludko, a spokesperson for Soviet District Court, told Forum 18 on 8 June that 
none of the court staff had the right to discuss the reasons for the judge's decision or the 

intentions of the Prosecutor's Office. Telephones went unanswered at Krasnoyarsk 

Regional Prosecutor's Office on 8 June when Forum 18 called to ask about the case. 

Forum 18 also wrote to the prosecutor's press office before the start of the Krasnoyarsk 
working day on 8 June, but has received no reply. 

 

Earlier prosecutions 

 

Dedkov was first prosecuted for reading Nursi's works in 2010, but the case against him 
and three fellow Muslims – Aleksei Gerasimov, Yevgeny Petry and Fizuli Askarov – ran 

out of time in February 2012 (see F18News 5 March 2012 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=1675). 

 
Dedkov then faced identical charges in 2014-5. He was convicted alongside Aleksei 

Kuzmenko on 18 December 2015 at Soviet District Court (see F18News 21 January 

2016 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2141). They were fined 150,000 

Roubles and 100,000 Roubles respectively. 
 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215
http://www.forum18.org/Archive.php?article_id=2215
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=1675
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2141
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On 26 January 2016 Krasnoyarsk Regional Court upheld Dedkov and Kuzmenko's 

convictions, but waived their fines as the two-year statute of limitations had expired by 

the time their appeal was heard (see F18News 11 April 2016 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2166). 
 

Krasnoyarsk: ongoing trials 

 

Andrei Gennadyevich Rekst (born 14 March 1994) was, like Dedkov, initially detained in 
March 2016, after the FSB security service had carried out surveillance of several 

Muslims in Krasnoyarsk for much of 2015 (see F18News 29 June 2016 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2193). 

 
Rekst was charged under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 2 ("Participation in the activity 

of a social or religious association or other organisation in relation to which a court has 

adopted a decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with 

the carrying out of extremist activity"). 

 
Rekst has been on trial since May 2017, the month after Dedkov (see F18News 12 May 

2017 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2279). He is still on trial at 

Krasnoyarsk's Sverdlovsk District Court and is free on bail. He has so far undergone 22 

hearings over 13 months before Judge Radomir Larionov. His next appearance is due on 
15 June, according to the court website. 

 

Sabirzhon Shamsidinovich Kabirzoda (born 4 May 1991) and Yevgeny Igoryevich 

Sukharev (born 9 April 1990) are also on trial under Criminal Code Article 282.2 Part 2 
("Participation in the activity of a social or religious association or other organisation in 

relation to which a court has adopted a decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on 

the activity in connection with the carrying out of extremist activity") (see F18News 27 

April 2018 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373). 
 

The two men are friends of Dedkov and Rekst, but were charged much later, although 

Kabirzoda had been a suspect in Dedkov and Rekst's case since December 2016. 

 

Kabirzoda has so far made 16 appearances before Judge Marina Shtruba at Krasnoyarsk's 
Soviet District Court. His next hearing is due on 18 June, according to the court website. 

He is not in detention or under house arrest and does not appear to be under travel 

restrictions, a fellow Muslim told Forum 18. 

 
Sukharev's trial began on 20 April before Judge Inga Gavritskaya at Sharypovo City 

Court in Krasnoyarsk Region (see F18News 27 April 2018 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373). According to the court website, 

his next hearing is due on 13 June. Prosecutors have placed Sukharev under travel 
restrictions. 

 

Like Rekst and Dedkov, Kabirzoda has also been put on the Rosfinmonitoring "List of 

Terrorists and Extremists", whose assets banks are obliged to freeze (see Forum 18's 

Russia "extremism" religious freedom survey 
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215). However, Sukharev is not on the 

List. 

 

Novosibirsk: verdict soon 
 

The trial of Imam Komil Odilovich Odilov (born 18 August 1975) at Novosibirsk's October 

District Court is likely to end soon, according to his lawyer Yuliya Zhemchugova. 

 
The defence and prosecution have made their final speeches, Zhemchugova told Forum 

18 on 2 June, and prosecutors have requested a sentence of five years' imprisonment. 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2166
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2193
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2279
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215
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On 15 June, Odilov himself will have his final chance to speak, and Judge Yevgeny 

Zakharov is expected to deliver his verdict. 

 

Odilov was kept in custody for nine months after his initial detention in December 2015, 
but was then allowed home under travel restrictions. 

 

Prosecutors charged Odilov under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1 ("Organisation of 

the activity of a social or religious association or other organisation in relation to which a 
court has adopted a decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in 

connection with the carrying out of extremist activity"). Like Aliyev and Dedkov, he is 

alleged to have organised a "cell" of "Nurdzhular" in Novosibirsk. He denies the charges 

and insists that the alleged organisation does not exist and that he has never engaged in 
"extremist" activity (see F18News 1 March 2018 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2358) 

 

Odilov was among nine people detained by the FSB at an Azerbaijani cafe in Novosibirsk 

in December 2015 (see F18News 21 January 2016 
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2141). Most were released the next day 

after interrogation and searches of their homes, but Odilov was kept in custody for nine 

months before being allowed home under travel restrictions in September 2016 (see 

F18News 1 February 2017 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2251). 
 

Since January 2016, Odilov has been on the Rosfinmonitoring "List of Terrorists and 

Extremists", whose assets banks are obliged to freeze (see Forum 18's "extremism" 

Russia religious freedom survey http://www.forum18.org/Archive.php?article_id=2215). 
 

Odilov's is the only one among six related prosecutions to have come to trial so far. The 

Novosibirsk FSB, which was responsible for the investigation, has repeatedly refused to 

answer Forum 18's questions about the case (see eg F18News 1 March 2018 
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2358). 

 

Prosecutors closed the criminal cases against three of Odilov's fellow suspects in 

circumstances that Muslims think may have negative consequences for Odilov's case. It 

is thought that prosecutors will use guilty pleas of two of the suspects to "prove" the 
existence of "Nurdzhular" in related cases (see F18News 27 April 2018 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373). 

 

The FSB security service is also continuing to investigate cases against Imam Ilhom 
Zavkidinovich Merazhov and Timur Muzafarovich Atadzhanov, despite Merazhov being 

abroad and Atadzhanov's whereabouts being unknown (see F18News 27 April 2018 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373). 

 
Odilov, Merazhov, and Atadzhanov all appear on the Rosfinmonitoring "List of Terrorists 

and Extremists", whose assets banks are obliged to freeze (see Forum 18's Russia 

"extremism" religious freedom survey 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215).  

 

16 Jehovah’s Witnesses behind bars as of 8 June 

HRWF (08.06.2018) – The number of Jehovah’s Witnesses deprived of their freedom has 

been dramatically and rapidly increasing in Russia since the ban of their religion in April 
2017.  

 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2358
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2141
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2251
http://www.forum18.org/Archive.php?article_id=2215
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2358
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2215
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It can unfortunately be expected that the situation will worsen day after day and that 

young Jehovah’s Witnesses will also be targeted for their conscientious objection to 

military service, as members of a banned extremist religious organization (!). 

 
Here is an updated list of 16 prisoners as of 8 June 2018. Their pre-trial detention is 

systematically prolonged until their trial starts. 

 

See below the region they are from, followed by the name of the detainee and birthdate, 
the date of the arrest, the article of the criminal code and the dates of their pre-trial 

detention. 

 

Charges 
 

Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1: Organisation of the activity of a social or religious 

association or other organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a decision 

legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the carrying out of 

extremist activity. 
 

Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 2: Participation in the activity of a social or religious 

association or other organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a decision 

legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the carrying out of 
extremist activity. 

 

 

Oryol Region Oryol  
Dennis CHRISTENSEN (18-Dec-72)  

25-May-17  

Article 282.2(1)  

Pre-trial detention: 26-May-18 / 1-Aug-18 
 

Republic of Tatarstan Naberezhniye Chelny 

Ilkham Shamilevich Karimov (9-Feb-81) 

27-Mar-18  

Article 282.2(1)  
Pre-trial detention: 29-May-18/ 25-Jul-18 

 

Vladimir Nikolayevich Myakushin (6-Nov-87) 

27-Mar-18 
Article 282.2(1), (1.1) and (2)  

Pre-trial detention: 29-May-18/ 25-Jul-18 

 

Konstantin Matrashov (1983) 
27-Mar-18 

Article 282.2(1), (1.1) and (2)  

Pre-trial detention: 29-May-18/ 25-Jul-18 

 

Aydar Maratoviсh Yulmetyev (Aug-93) 
27-Mar-18 

Article 282.2(1), (1.1) and (2) 

Pre-trial detention: 31-May-18/ 25-Jul-18 

 
Republic of Bashkortostan Ufa 

Anatoliy Sergeyevich Vilitevich (15-Sep-86) 

10-Apr-18 

Article 282.2(2)  
Pre-trial detention: 12-Apr-18/ 2-Jul-18 
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Murmansk Region Polyarny 

Roman Nikolayevich Markin (18-Mar-74) 

18-Apr-18 

Article 282.2(1)  
Pre-trial detention: 23-Apr-18/ 11-Jun-18 

 

Viktor Fedorovich Trofimov (26-Mar-57)  

18-Apr-18  
Article 282.2(1)  

Pre-trial detention: 23-Apr-18/ 12-Jun-18 

 

Vladivostok Region Vladivostok 
Valentin Pavlovich Osadchuk (15-Mar-78) 

19-Apr-18 

Article 282.2(2)  

Pre-trial detention: 23-Apr-18/ 20-Jun-18 

 
Orenburg Region Orenburg 

Aleksandr Gennadyevich Suvorov (20-Apr-80) 

16-May-18 

Article 282.2(1)  
Pre-trial detention: 19-May-18/ 14-Jul-18 

 

Vladimir Yuryevich Kochnev (15-Oct-79) 

16-May-18 
Article 282.2(1)  

Pre-trial detention: 19-May-18/ 14-Jul-18 

 

Magadan Region Magadan 
Konstantin Nikolayevich Petrov (9-Aug-86) 

30-May-18  

Article 282.2(1)  

Pre-trial detention: 01-Jun-18/ 29-Jul-18 

 
Ivan Grigoryevich Puyda (C.O.)(5-Nov-78) 

30-May-18  

Article 282.2(1)  

Pre-trial detention: 01-Jun-18 30/-Jul-18 
 

Yevgeniy Anatolyevich Zyablov (9-Mar-77) 

30-May-18  

Article 282.2(1)  
Pre-trial detention: 01-Jun-18/ 29-Jul-18 

 

Sergey Liviyevich Yerkin (23-Jun-53) 

30-May-18  

Article 282.2(1) 
Pre-trial detention: 01-Jun-18/ 29-Jul-18 

 

Tomsk Region Tomsk 

Sergey Gennadyevich Klimov (C.O.) (26-Mar-70) 
3-Jun-18  

Article 282.2(1)  

Pre-trial detention 05-Jun-18 04-Aug-18 
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Open Letter from 10 of the wives of 16 imprisoned 
Jehovah’s Witnesses to President Putin’s adviser Mikhail 

Fedotov 

HRWF (08.06.2018) - On 7 June, ten of the wives of the  16 imprisoned JWs in Russia 

sent an open letter (Russian version: https://jw-russia.org/news/18060718-345.html) 

plea to Mikhail Fedotov—advisor to President Putin and chairman of the Presidential 

Council for Civil Society and Human Rights.    

 
Human Rights Without Frontiers has a pdf of the full list of names of JWs with open 

criminal cases against them, as a result of the home arrests that began in April.  In 

addition to the prisoners, dozens of believers in 11 regions are under house arrest and/or 

are not permitted to leave the region. 
 

Text of the Open Letter in English 

 

 
To the Russian Federation Presidential Council  

For the Development of Civil Society and Human Rights  

 

Honorable Mr. Fedotov! Honorable members of the Human Rights Council!  

 
This open letter to you is a cry of desperation. People who are very dear to us, our 

husbands, those who feed us, the fathers of our children, peaceable, honest people, who 

are always ready to help others, are being thrown behind bars for being suspected of 

reading Bible commandments and praying together with us and our children to the God 
whose name, as recorded in the Bible, is Jehovah.  

 

As of this day in Russia already 17 individuals are being held in pre-trial detention. One 

of our fellow believers has been in custody for over a year. Dozens more believers, in 11 
regions of Russia, are under house arrest or are forbidden to leave their cities of 

residence. With each passing day, their number is increasing. Taking into account that in 

Russia there are 175,000 professing the religion of Jehovah’s Witnesses, we wonder how 

many more dozens, hundreds or thousands of victims of conscience will it take before the 
unjust criminal persecution of people for their faith in God is brought to an end.  

 

Under the guise of fighting extremism, many of us, and even our children, have been 

threatened with weapons by agents of the special forces and ordered to lie face down. 

Our homes have been raided and searched, our telephones and computers have been 
seized, so we can’t work or live a normal life. Our family photographs, our passports and 

other personal documents, and Bibles have been confiscated. They are trying to force us 

to live in fear and shake every time there’s a knock at the door or the sound of a siren on 

the street, as we await arrest merely for our faith. Some believers have already been 
dismissed from their places of work after many years of faultless work just because the 

organization of Jehovah’s Witnesses is banned in Russia. We cannot find the answers to 

the questions of why we are being subjected to such harassment in our country, and 

which religion will be the next to fall victim after us?  
 

The law-enforcement agencies that are persecuting our husbands for their faith in God 

explain that it is because of the April 20, 2017, decision of the Russian Federation 

Supreme Court to liquidate all legal entities of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Russia.  

 
However, both the Russian Federation Ministry of Justice, during the hearing at the 

Supreme Court, and the Russian Federation Government, after the decision was handed 

down, officially stated that the court’s decision would not result in any violations of the 

rights of citizens to freedom of worship.  

https://jw-russia.org/news/18060718-345.html
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The aforementioned decision of the Supreme Court did not ban the religion of Jehovah’s 

Witnesses in Russia. It only involved legal entities. So why are the law-enforcement 

agents acting in contravention of the will of the government of our country? Who in our 
country benefits from the mass repression of religious believers? Why are our relatives 

being accused of a serious crime with the prospect of imprisonment from 6 to 10 years 

for fictitious extremist activity (Article 282.2 of the RF Criminal Code)? Why are the law-

enforcement agents mistakenly interpreting peaceful expression of faith on God for 
participation in an extremist organization?  
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In the face of such monstrous circumstances, we are afraid for our children’s future. The 

ground has been laid for children to be torn away from parents, whose faith in God has 

been declared “wrong.” News that information on children whose parents are Jehovah’s 
Witnesses is being gathered in educational and medical facilities is very worrying. It is 

not surprising that virtually every week whole families of our fellow believers are 

abandoning everything and fleeing abroad to seek political asylum for the protection of 

their children.  
 

In return for freedom and a quiet life, we are being invited to disown our faith. This is not 

just a figure of speech—investigators have directly invited us to sign documents in order 

to avoid punishment for “extremism.” If not, in their words, no attorney will be able to 
save us. But we cannot stop believing in God. It is a right that every individual has from 

birth. The Russian Federation is a multi-confessional state, and we, as citizens of Russia, 

have the right to expect that our rights will be respected by the state. We are not asking 

for any special privileges. We are asking for just one thing—please, defend our rights.  

 
Honorable members of the Council! A campaign of terror has been unleashed against an 

entire religion, one of the largest Christian religions in Russia. Fundamental human rights 

are being trampled on: the right to freedom of worship and personal inviolability, the 

right to personal dignity, the right to privacy, the right to the inviolability of the home, to 
freedom of conscience, freedom of thought, freedom of worship, the right to private 

property.  

 

If the Russian government does not quickly put an end to this growing campaign of 
terror, the administration will be faced with a nation-wide human rights catastrophe. We 

are certain that you have the power to take action now! We ask that you please pass this 

information on to the President of the Russian Federation, and use all possible legal 

means to restore the rights of religious believers.  
 

With respect, the wives of men who are being held in custody:  

 
Alyona Vilitkevich (Republic of Bashkortostan)  
Anna Zyablova (Magadan Region)  
Yulia Klimova (Tomsk Region)  
Galina Kochneva (Orenburg Region)  
Irina Christensen (Oryol Region)  
Svetlana Markina (Murmansk Region)  
Tatyana Petrova (Magadan Region)  
Anastasia Puyda (Khabarovsk Territory)  
Natalia Suvorova (Orenburg Region)  
Trofimova Ulyana (Murmansk Region)  
 
 

Further raids, arrests of Jehovah's Witnesses 

By Victoria Arnold, Forum 18 

Forum18 (06.06.2018) - http://forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2385 - Law 

enforcement agencies launched multiple armed raids on Jehovah's Witnesses' homes in 
four further regions. Long interrogations followed, including of an 83-year-old woman. 

Courts put another five people in pre-trial custody as they face criminal investigation. 

Twelve Jehovah's Witnesses are now behind bars, with at least 30 facing criminal cases. 

http://forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2385
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The law enforcement crackdown on Jehovah's Witnesses across Russia is gathering pace. 

Law enforcement agencies launched multiple armed raids in another four regions in the 

space of a week in late May and early June, followed by lengthy interrogations and 

detentions. Courts have put another five people in pre-trial custody. 

The latest five arrests bring the total number of Jehovah's Witnesses known to be behind 

bars to twelve (see full list at bottom of article). 

Investigators have opened criminal cases against at least 30 people. It is unknown when 

any of them will appear in court. If eventually tried, they could face up to between six 
and ten years' imprisonment (see below). 

The late May/early June raids in Tomsk, Khabarovsk, Magadan, and Naberezhnyye 

Chelny (Republic of Tatarstan) followed a now-familiar pattern: law enforcement 

operatives from a variety of agencies, including armed men in masks and body armour, 
arrive at Jehovah's Witnesses' homes usually late at night or early in the morning. The 

occupants are sometimes made to lie on the floor or face the wall while the officers 

search their flats and houses. Officers then confiscate a similar range of possessions – 

electronic devices, bank cards, personal photographs, and books – and take the 

Jehovah's Witnesses, including children and the elderly, to a police station or 
Investigative Committee office for questioning. Interrogations can last several hours, 

after which most people are released (some under travel restrictions). Others are kept in 

temporary detention until investigators decide whether to apply to a court for longer-

term restrictive measures – they must do this within 48 hours of the initial detention. 
 

These followed similar raids across Orenburg Region and in the cities of Birobidzhan 

(Jewish Autonomous Region) and Perm earlier in May, and in Ufa (Republic of 

Bashkortostan), Polyarny (Murmansk Region), Shuya (Ivanovo Region), and Vladivostok 
in April (see F18News 23 April 2018 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2372  

and 25 May 2018 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2381). 

 
The wave of searches and arrests began in Belgorod and Kemerovo in January and 

February (see F18News 20 February 2018  

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2355). 

 

Officials know that using troops and weapons including machine guns on raids is 
unnecessary, as Jehovah's Witnesses worldwide are a doctrinally pacifist community, 

whose young male members worldwide will not do compulsory military service or any 

other military-connected activity. Even before Jehovah's Witnesses were banned in 

Russia in 2017, however, their communities were frequently raided by heavily armed and 
camouflaged officials who frequently planted "evidence" (see eg. F18News 24 October 

2016 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2228). 

 

Forum 18 was mostly unable to find out the conditions of the prisoners, including 
whether they have access to religious literature. The Investigation Prison in Ivanovo, 

where Dmitry Mikhailov (see below) is detained, twice put the phone down when Forum 

18 asked about his conditions. Dennis Christensen, who is being held in Oryol's 

Investigation Prison during his trial (see below), is allowed access to a Bible, a prison 

official claimed to Forum 18 on 6 June. 
 

Many Russian-language Jehovah's Witness publications, including their New World Bible, 

have been banned and placed on the Justice Ministry's Federal List of Extremist Materials 

(see F18News 29 September 2017  
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2319). Prisoners in any case would not 

be able to have access to these publications. 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2372
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2381
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2355
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2228
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2319
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Tomsk: Armed raids, searches, interrogations, detention 

 

In the Siberian city of Tomsk, 48-year-old Sergei Klimov was held in temporary detention 
for 48 hours after a raid on his home on 3 June. A court was expected to decide on 

further restrictive measures no later than 5 June, the European Association of Jehovah's 

Witnesses said on 4 June. It remains unknown if Klimov is now in pre-trial detention or is 

under any other restrictions. 
 

Law enforcement agents, including armed operatives, carried out multiple searches of 

Jehovah's Witnesses' homes and cars in Tomsk on the morning of 3 June. During the 

raids, officers refused to show the court authorisation for their seizures of Bibles, phones, 
and other personal possessions, Jehovah's Witnesses claim. They took about 30 people 

away for questioning at a police anti-extremism centre, among them an 83-year-old 

woman. 

 

The European Association reported that the interrogations lasted until 2 am the next day, 
and at least one person fell ill and had to be taken to hospital by ambulance. 

 

According to a 4 June statement by the Tomsk Regional Investigative Committee, 

investigators have opened a criminal case under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1 
("Organisation of the activity of a social or religious association or other organisation in 

relation to which a court has adopted a decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on 

the activity in connection with the carrying out of extremist activity"), based on 

information from the police and the FSB security service. 
 

Investigators allege that Klimov (whom they do not name) and other Tomsk residents 

organised "meetings at which they studied materials from the international website of the 

Jehovah's Witnesses, which has been banned in Russia and added to the Federal List of 
Extremist Materials, and carried out preaching activity aimed at involving citizens in an 

organisation which has been liquidated as extremist by a decision of the Supreme Court". 

The investigation is ongoing, the statement concludes. 

 

Klimov is not among the founding members of Tomsk's former Jehovah's Witness 
community, according to federal tax records. 

 

Magadan: Armed raids, searches, detentions 

 
Konstantin Petrov (aged 31), Yevgeny Zyablov (aged 41), and Sergei Yerkin (aged 65) 

were all detained on 30 May after FSB officers, accompanied by armed and masked 

operatives, searched their homes and confiscated electronic devices, bank cards, and 

books. 
 

After questioning, investigators placed the men in a temporary detention centre for 48 

hours. It is unknown what longer-term restrictions Magadan City Court may have 

imposed (which should have happened no later than 1 June). 

 
According to federal tax records, Magadan had no registered Jehovah's Witness 

congregation before the liquidation of the Administrative Centre in St Petersburg. 

 

Khabarovsk: Search, detention 
 

Law enforcement agents also detained 39-year-old Ivan Puyda in the evening of 30 May 

after a search of his flat. The authorities were able to hold him for up to 48 hours before 

needing to go to court should they wish to extend the period of detention or request 
house arrest. What restrictions, if any, he is now under remains unclear. 
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Puyda's detention appears to be connected to the case in Magadan, the jw-russia.org 

news website reported on 1 June, as the search of his property was approved by 

Magadan City Court, despite Khabarovsk being nearly a thousand miles away. 
 

Puyda does not appear on the list of founding members of Khabarovsk's former 

Jehovah's Witness community, according to federal tax records. 

 
Naberezhnyye Chelny, Tatarstan: Armed raids, searches, detentions 

 

Four people are in pre-trial detention after law enforcement agencies launched armed 

raids on ten homes in Nabereznyye Chelny on the night of 27 May. Searches and 
interrogations lasted "deep into the night", according to a 30 May report on the jw-

russia.org news website. Officers seized electronic devices, mobile phones, and 

passports. 

 

Ilham Karimov (aged 37), Vladimir Myakushin (aged 30), and Konstantin Matrashov 
(aged 29) were all initially detained on 27 May. On 29 May, judges at Naberezhnyye 

Chelny City Court upheld investigators' request to place them in pre-trial custody until 25 

July. All three men have lodged appeals against their detention, according to the court 

website. 
 

Investigators detained 24-year-old Aydar Yulmetyev on 29 May. Naberezhnyye Chelny 

City Court agreed to his being held in pre-trial custody on 31 May, also until 25 July. 

 
According to court records, all four men are still classed as suspects – that is, they have 

not yet been formally charged. Investigators have opened criminal cases against all four 

under both Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1 ("Organisation of the activity of a social or 

religious association or other organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a 
decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the 

carrying out of extremist activity") and Article 282.2, Part 2 ("Participation in the activity 

of a social or religious association or other organisation in relation to which a court has 

adopted a decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with 

the carrying out of extremist activity"). Investigators appear to be undecided which Part 
of the Article applies. 

 

The four men's prison address is unknown. 

 
Shuya, Ivanovo Region: Pre-trial detention 

 

Since 3 June, Dmitry Mikhailov has been in pre-trial detention, having been placed under 

investigation under Criminal Code Article 282.3, Part 1 ("Financing of extremist activity"), 
in addition to Article 282.2, Part 1 ("Organisation of the activity of a social or religious 

association or other organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a decision 

legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the carrying out of 

extremist activity"). Shuya City Court ruled that Mikhailov should be kept in custody until 

29 July. 
 

Mikhailov had previously been under travel restrictions after a law enforcement raid on 

his home on 20 April (see F18News 25 May 2018 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2381). 
 

The special department of Ivanovo's Investigation Prison No. 1, where Mikhailov is being 

held, put the phone down twice on 6 June as soon as Forum 18 had asked about 

Mikhailov's conditions and if he is allowed access to religious literature. 
 

Mikhailov's prison address: 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2381
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Ivanovo Region 

153025 Ivanovo 

ulitsa Bolotnaya 2 

Investigation Prison No. 1 
 

Oryol: Second criminal case, travel restrictions 

 

Oryol Region Investigative Committee has charged a second Jehovah's Witness in Oryol 
with continuing the activities of the city's banned Jehovah's Witness community. 

 

On 20 February, investigators opened a case against 55-year-old Sergei Skrynnikov 

under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 2 ("Participation in the activity of a social or 
religious association or other organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a 

decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the 

carrying out of extremist activity"). Investigators placed Skrynnikov under travel 

restrictions (see F18News 27 April 2018  

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373). 
 

On 8 May, investigators issued formal charges against Skrynnikov. They searched his 

home again, but found nothing illegal, according to a 6 June report on the jw-russia.org 

website. 
 

"Direct consequence" of Supreme Court ban 

 

Jehovah's Witnesses note that the latest arrests are a "direct consequence" of the 
Supreme Court decision which ordered their Administrative Centre in St Petersburg to be 

liquidated as an "extremist" organisation, and banned Jehovah's Witness activities across 

Russia. The ruling was issued on 20 April 2017 and entered legal force on 17 July 2017 

(see F18News 18 July 2017 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2297). 
 

Despite this prohibition, Jehovah's Witnesses insist that they retain the right to practise 

their faith. 

 

"During the hearing in the Supreme Court, Justice Ministry representatives repeatedly 
stated that the court decision would not affect ordinary believers in any way. It would 

only concern legal entities", Yaroslav Sivulsky of the European Association of Jehovah's 

Witnesses commented to the jw-russia.org news website on 4 June. "But what do we see 

in reality? Article 28 of the Constitution of the Russian Federation, which guarantees the 
freedom of conscience and religion, is being violated, the rules of international law are 

being violated." 

 

Penalties 
 

None of the people involved in the latest prosecution yet appears on the Federal Financial 

Monitoring Service (Rosfinmonitoring) "List of Terrorists and Extremists", whose assets 

banks are obliged to freeze. Their names may be added while their cases are still 

ongoing, however, meaning that they will suffer financial restrictions without any trial or 
conviction (see Forum 18's "extremism" Russia religious freedom survey 

http://www.forum18.org/Archive.php?article_id=2215). 

 

Officials added the name of Danish Jehovah's Witness Dennis Ole Christensen to the List 
on 27 March, shortly after his trial began (see below). 

 

If convicted, the Jehovah's Witnesses charged or under investigation could be imprisoned 

for up to 10 years under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1 ("Organisation of the activity 
of a social or religious association or other organisation in relation to which a court has 

adopted a decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2297
http://www.forum18.org/Archive.php?article_id=2215
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the carrying out of extremist activity"), or up to six years under Criminal Code Article 

282.2, Part 2 ("Participation in the activity of a social or religious association or other 

organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a decision legally in force on 

liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the carrying out of extremist 
activity"). They may alternatively receive large fines. 

 

Some people are also under investigation under Criminal Code Article 282.3, Part 1 

("Financing of extremist activity"). Offences under this article also incur large fines or 
prison terms of up to eight years. 

 

Two Jehovah's Witnesses – Dennis Ole Christensen in Oryol and Arkadya Akopovich 

Akopyan in Kabardino-Balkariya – are already on trial for extremism-related offences not 
directly related to the nationwide ban on Jehovah's Witness activity (see F18News 27 

April 2018 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373). 

 

Christensen was charged under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1 ("Organisation of the 

activity of a social or religious association or other organisation in relation to which a 
court has adopted a decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in 

connection with the carrying out of extremist activity") for allegedly continuing the 

activities of the Oryol Jehovah's Witness community, which was ruled "extremist" and 

ordered liquidated in June 2016. 
 

Christensen has so far undergone 15 hearings at the city's Railway District Court, most 

recently on 6 June. 

 
Prosecutors accuse Akopyan of giving sermons which "degraded the dignity" of Orthodox 

and Muslim clergy. His trial on charges of "incitement of hatred" (Criminal Code Article 

282, Part 1) resumed on 15 May after repeat "expert analysis" of his alleged statements. 

The latest hearing was on 5 June. 
 

Muslims also prosecuted 

 

Prosecutors have also frequently brought extremism-related charges against Muslims 

who meet to read the works of late Turkish theologian Said Nursi. People who meet to 
study his writings can be accused of continuing the activities of "Nurdzhular", which the 

Supreme Court banned as an "extremist organisation" in 2008, even though Muslims in 

Russia deny it has ever existed (see Forum 18's "extremism" Russia religious freedom 

survey http://www.forum18.org/Archive.php?article_id=2215). 
 

Four Muslims were jailed for alleged involvement in "Nurdzhular" in 2017 (see F18News 8 

December 2017 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2339). 

 
Another Muslim received an eight-year prison sentence in Dagestan on 28 May 2018 and 

verdicts are expected in other trials in Krasnoyarsk and Novosibirsk later in June (see 

forthcoming F18News article). 

 

In total, Forum 18 knows of five Muslims currently on trial for having met to study Nursi's 
books. 

 

Jailed or restricted Jehovah's Witnesses 

 
Jehovah's Witnesses currently known to be in pre-trial detention, under house arrest, and 

under travel restrictions: 

 

 

Detention 

 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373
http://www.forum18.org/Archive.php?article_id=2215
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2339
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- Shuya, Ivanovo Region 

 

1) Dmitry Vasilyevich Mikhailov, born 1977 – until 29 July 2018 

 

- Naberezhnyye Chelny, Tatarstan Republic 

 

2) Ilham Karimov, aged 37 – until 25 July 2018 

 

3) Vladimir Myakushin, aged 30 – until 25 July 2018 

 

4) Konstantin Matrashov, aged 29 – until 25 July 2018 

 

5) Aydar Yulmetyev, aged 24 – until 25 July 2018 

 

- Orenburg 

 

6) Vladimir Yuryevich Kochnyov, aged 38 – until 14 July 2018 

 

7) Aleksandr Gennadyevich Suvorov, aged 38 – until 14 July 2018 

 

- Ufa, Bashkortostan Republic 

 

8) Anatoly Sergeyevich Vilitkevich, born 15 September 1986 – extended on 1 June; unknown for 
how long, but by law cannot be later than 2 October at this stage (6 months from opening of 
case) 
 

- Polyarny, Murmansk Region 

 

9) Roman Nikolayevich Markin, born 1974 – until 12 June 2018 

 

10) Viktor Fyodorovich Trofimov, born 1957 – until 12 June 2018 

 

- Vladivostok, Primorye Region 

 

11) Valentin Pavlovich Osadchuk, born 15 March 1976 – until 20 June 2018 

 

- Oryol 
 

12) Dennis Ole Christensen, born 18 December 1972 – until 1 August 2018 (currently on trial) 

 

House arrest 

 

- Orenburg  
 

Vladislav Kolbanov, aged 25 

 

- Perm 

 

Aleksandr Vasilyevich Solovyov, aged 48 

 

Travel restrictions 

 

- Orenburg Region 
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At least six people – probably including Boris Andreyev and Anatoly Vichkitov 

 

- Vladivostok, Primorye Region 

 

Two women, names unknown, aged 66 and 83 

 

- Belgorod 

 

Anatoly Shalyapin 

 

Sergei Voykov 

 

- Oryol 
 

Sergei Vladimirovich Skrynnikov, born 30 October 1962 

 

Unknown restrictions  
 

- Birobidzhan, Jewish Autonomous Region 

 

Alam A.o. Aliyev, aged 55  
 

- Tomsk 

 

Sergei Klimov, aged 48  
 

- Magadan 

 

Konstantin Petrov, aged 31  
 

Yevgeny Zyablov, aged 41  
 

Sergei Yerkin, aged 65  
 

- Khabarovsk 

 

Ivan Puyda, aged 39 

 

Absurd application of anti-evangelism law 

Protestant pastor fined because his congregation fed the hungry 

by Roman Lunkin 
  

Russia Religion News (31.05.2018)/ Religiia i pravo, 29 May 2018 (29.06.2018) -

 https://www2.stetson.edu/~psteeves/relnews/180529f.html - On 23 May 2018, a 

magistrate judge of the legal district No. 1 of the city of Slavgorod in Altai territory fined 
a pastor of the "Cornerstone" religious group of Christians of Evangelical Faith 

(Pentecostals), Denis Chuprov, 5,000 rubles on the basis of part 4 of article 5.26 of the 

Code of Administrative Violations of Law of the RF, for illegal missionary activity. The 

court's ruling is being appealed. 

  

http://www.sclj.ru/news/detail.php?SECTION_ID=487&ELEMENT_ID=7850
https://www2.stetson.edu/~psteeves/relnews/180529f.html
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In and or itself, the "crime" consisted of the fact that back on 10 March 2018, two 

women from a congregation of Pentecostals conducted an action "Feed a neighbor" on 

the main street of Slavgorod, Lenin St. This kind of action is conducted for all needy 

persons in the center of the city every Saturday and it enjoys success. At the same time, 
these two believers even had permission for conducting missionary activity from the 

religious group. On the table of the members of the protestant congregation lay a New 

Testament and a Psalter, without identifying labels, but a religious group may distribute 

literature without them; this requirement pertains only to a religious organization. 
  

One of those arrested by the police noted: "People came up and we fed them and talked 

about the Lord. The literature was lying on the tables. There were not many people and I 

tried to give them literature, but nobody took it. The Lord's word is that people be filled 
up. The Lord sent us so that we will feed the hungry. What I have myself learned about 

the Lord I also told people. In order to tell people we talked with them about this." 

  

Meanwhile, the action in and of itself did not presuppose distribution of literature; the 

New Testament simply lay on the table for all who wanted it but nobody took it. People 
came to eat. 

  

Pastor Denis Chuprov was not at this action, although the court considered him to be 

guilty of illegal missionary activity. The chain of events and deductions leading to the 
charges against the pastor of the protestant congregation fully comport with the general 

absurd, and sometimes even ugly, practice of the application of the Yarovaya Law 

throughout the country. 

  
First of all, according to some reports, a law enforcement agent walked past the tables of 

the "Feed a neighbor" action and considered the presence of the believers in the public 

space to be inappropriate and called the police. The police did not compose a report on 

the spot and originally no blame of the pastor was indicated, since he himself was 
absent. 

  

The magistrate judge decided that since the religious group of Pentecostals belongs to 

the "Church of Faith" Association of Christians of Evangelical Faith (this was indicated in 

the group's notification submitted to agencies of justice) then the identifying label of the 
"Church of Faith" organization should be in the New Testament. The fact that the action 

was conducted in the name of a group was not taken into account by the judge. 

  

The proof of missionary activity was that members of the congregation disseminated 
religious belief, to wit, "they talked about God," although in and of itself this is not 

religious belief, and the essence of the believers' initiative consisted in support for the 

needy. 

  
Finally, the most amazing thing is that according to the law on freedom of conscience, a 

clergyman may be engaged in missionary activity without any permission. But the pastor 

still was fined for the action at which he was not present. The situation in Slavgorod of 

Altai territory shows that something inexplicable forces representatives of authority to 

react to believers as a potential danger: it is better for a church that goes outside to be 
punished prophylactically. (tr. by PDS, posted 3 June 2018) 

  

HRWF additional information 

  
Putin is in Austria this Tuesday: See some press coverage of FOREF-HRWF press release 

  

https://www.ots.at/presseaussendung/OTS_20180604_OTS0032/praesident-putins-

besuch-in-oesterreich 
https://www.pressetext.com/news/20180604010 

https://www.ots.at/presseaussendung/OTS_20180604_OTS0032/praesident-putins-besuch-in-oesterreich
https://www.ots.at/presseaussendung/OTS_20180604_OTS0032/praesident-putins-besuch-in-oesterreich
https://www.pressetext.com/news/20180604010


Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | Russia     

http://www.tt.com/home/14436256-91/putin-in-wien---kritik-von-neos-und-
menschenrechtsorganisationen.csp  
 

 

European court challenges Russian government over ban 
of Jehovah's Witnesses 

E.C.H.R. communicates appeal 395 Russian congregations of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, banned in Russia on charge of extremism 

 

Russia Religion News/ Portal Credo (29.05.2018) -

 https://www2.stetson.edu/~psteeves/relnews/180529a.html -  Local organizations of 

Jehovah's Witnesses in Russia have appealed against the discriminatory decision to ban 
their activity in the Russian Federation and the violation of their rights to fair judicial 

proceedings, the SOVA Center for News and Analysis reports on 29 May. 

  

On 7 May, the European Court of Human Rights (E.C.H.R.) communicated the 15 January 
appeal of the Glazov and another 394 local religious organizations of Jehovah's Witnesses 

in Russia and their chairmen and rank and file members. The appeal pertains to the 

decision rendered on 20 April 2017 by the Russian Supreme Court banning the activity of 

the Administrative Center of Jehovah's Witnesses in Russia and local congregations of 
Jehovah's Witnesses as extremist and liquidating all of these organizations and 

converting their property in the government's favor. The plaintiffs challenge this decision 

as discriminatory and in addition point out that the Russian court did not afford them the 

opportunity to participate in hearings of the case regarding prohibition. 

 
In connection with the appeal of the Jehovah's Witnesses congregations, the E.C.H.R. set 

before the Russian authorities questions regarding whether the decision to liquidate the 

organization of the plaintiffs and ban their activity violates article 9 of the European 

Convention on Human Rights, guaranteeing the right to freedom of conscience, and 
article 11 of the convention, ensuring the right to freedom of assembly and association 

and, in conjunction with article 14, forbidding discrimination. The Strasbourg court also 

asked whether article 1 of the Supplementary Protocol to the European convention had 

been violated, according to which nobody can be deprived of his property for reasons 
other than the interests of society and on conditions provided by law and general 

principles of international law. In addition the E.C.H.R. asked whether there are violations 

of part 1 of article 6 of the convention, which guarantees the right to just judicial 

proceedings, by denying the plaintiffs their request for participating in the judicial 
process, which involves the ban of their organizations as extremist, in the capacity of an 

interested party, and also in denying the consideration of the appeals filed by them 

against the decision of the Supreme Court.  

 

In December 2017, the E.C.H.R. partially communicated and promised to consider on a 
priority basis an appeal of the Administrative Center of Jehovah's Witnesses in Russia 

and its chairman, Vasily Kalin, challenging the warning regarding the impermissibility of 

extremist activity issued to the Administrative Center by the prosecutor general's office 

in March 2016 and also the decision of the Supreme Court banning the organizations of 
Jehovah's Witnesses in the RF.  

 

"From our point of view, the liquidation of the organizations of Jehovah's Witnesses for 

extremism, the prosecution of members of their congregations, and bans of texts do not 
have legal bases and are a clear manifestation of religious discrimination," the SOVA 

Center for News and Analysis summed up. (tr. by PDS, posted 29 May 2018) 

 

Background articles: 

http://www.tt.com/home/14436256-91/putin-in-wien---kritik-von-neos-und-menschenrechtsorganisationen.csp
http://www.tt.com/home/14436256-91/putin-in-wien---kritik-von-neos-und-menschenrechtsorganisationen.csp
https://www2.stetson.edu/~psteeves/relnews/180529a.html
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European court asks Russia to answer Jehovah's Witnesses' challenge 

(https://www2.stetson.edu/~psteeves/relnews/171212a.html)  

December 12, 2017 

Member of Putin's human rights council sees Jehovah's Witnesses' victory in ECHR 
(https://www2.stetson.edu/~psteeves/relnews/170421h.html) 

April 21, 2017 

 

 

Persecution of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Russia 

OPEN CRIMINAL CASES AGAINST JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 

 
STATEMENT OF FACTS AS OF MAY 24, 2018 

 

Belgorod, Belgorod Region: 

 

1) Sergey Aleksandrovich Voykov, DOB 28 August 1975, charged under Article 
282.2 (2) of the Criminal Code 

2) Anatoliy Aleksandrovich Shalyapin, DOB 21 01 1994, charged under Article 

282.2 (2) of the Criminal Code 

 
Kemerovo, Kemerovo Region: 

 

1) Open criminal case under Article 282.2(2) of the Criminal Code, 12 searches in 

the homes of Jehovah’s Witnesses conducted, nobody has been charged 
 

Mayskiy, Republic of Kabardino Balkaria: 

 

1) Yuriy Viktorovich Zalipayev, DOB 8 October 1962, charged under Article 

280(1) and 282(1) of the Criminal Code, recognizance agreement 
 

Orenburg, Orenburg Region: 

 

1) Aleksandr Gennadyevich Suvorov, DOB 20 April 1980, charged under Article 
282.2(1) of the Criminal Code, currently in pre-trial detention 

2) Vladimir Yuryevich Kochnev, DOB 15 October 1979, charged under Article 

282.2(1) of the Criminal Code, currently in pre-trial detention  

3) Vladislav Sergeyevich Kolbanov, DOB 27 November 1992, charged under 
Article 282.3(1) of the Criminal Code, currently under house arrest 

4) Olga Timofeyevna Sandu, DOB 31 March 1984, charged under Article 282.2(2), 

recognizance agreement 

5) Pavel Aleksandrovich Lekontsev, DOB 5 July 1981, charged under Article 
282.2(2), recognizance agreement 

6) Aleksey Nikolayevich Matveev, DOB 23 April 1983, charged under Article 

282.2(2), recognizance agreement 

7) Sergey Viktorovich Logunov, DOB 28 November 1962, charged under Article 

282.2(2), recognizance agreement 
8) Nikolay Nikolayevich Zhugin, DOB 14 February 1976, charged under Article 

282.2(2), recognizance agreement 

9) Fail Samigullovich Shangareyev, DOB 16 December 1960, charges unknown, 

recognizance agreement 
 

Oryol, Oryol Region: 

 

https://www2.stetson.edu/~psteeves/relnews/171212a.html
https://www2.stetson.edu/~psteeves/relnews/171212a.html
https://www2.stetson.edu/~psteeves/relnews/170421h.html
https://www2.stetson.edu/~psteeves/relnews/170421h.html
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1) Dennis Christensen Ole, DOB 18 December 1972, charged under Article 

282.2(1) of the Criminal Code, currently in pre-trial detention 

2) Sergey Vladimirovich Skrynnikov, DOB 30 October 1962, charged under 

Article 282.2(2) of the Criminal Code 
 

Perm, Perm Region: 

 

1) Aleksandr Vasilyevich Solovyev (DOB 13 February 1970), charged under 
Article 282.2(2) of the Criminal Code, currently under house arrest 

 

Polyarny, Murmansk Region: 

 
1) Roman Nikolayevich Markin, DOB 18 March 1974, charged under Article 

282.2(1) of the Criminal Code, currently in pre-trial detention 

2) Viktor Fedorovich Trofimov, DOB 26 March 1957, charged under Article 

282.2(1) of the Criminal Code, currently in pre-trial detention 

 
Prokhladny, Republic of Kabardino Balkaria: 

 

1) Arkadya Akopovich Akopyan, DOB 28 May 1948, charged under Article 282 (1) 

of the Criminal Code, recognizance agreement 
 

Shuya, Ivanovo Region: 

 

1) Dmitriy Vasilyevich Mikhailov, DOB 25 October 1977, suspected under Article 
282.2(2) of the Criminal Code, no charges yet 

 

Ufa, Republic of Bashkortostan: 

 
1) Anatoly Sergeyevich Vilitkevich, DOB 15 September 1986, charged under 

Article 282.2(1) of the Criminal Code, currently in pre-trial detention 

 

Vladivostok, Vladivostok Region: 

 
1) Valentin Pavlovich Osadchuk, DOB 15 March 1978, charged under Article 

282.2(2) of the Criminal Code, currently in pre-trial detention 

2) Nailya Sunatovna Kogay, DOB 5 October 1951, charged under Article 282.2(2) 

of the Criminal Code, recognizance agreement 
3) Yelena Viktorovna Zayshchuk, DOB 25 August 1934, charged under Article 

282.2(2) of the Criminal Code, recognizance agreement 

4) Raisa Mikhailovna Usanova, DOB 1947, charged under Article 282.2(2) of the 

Criminal Code, recognizance agreement 
5) Nina Ivanovna Purge, DOB 1940, charged under Article 282.2(2) of the 

Criminal Code, recognizance agreement 

6) Lyubov Aleksandrovna Galaktionova, DOB 1942, charged under Article 

282.2(2) of the Criminal Code, recognizance agreement 

 

Three more Jehovah’s Witnesses behind bars 

Forum18 (25.05.2018) - http://forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2381 – Officers 

launched 28 raids on Jehovah's Witness homes in May, often forcing entry, threatening 
occupants with weapons and seizing literature and other items. Under criminal 

investigation are 7 Jehovah's Witnesses in pre-trial detention, 1 under house arrest and 

at least 11 under travel restrictions. Two others are already on trial. (Excerpts hereafter) 

   

http://forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2381
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Perm 

 

Aleksandr Solovyov and his wife Anna had just returned from a trip abroad when law 

enforcement agents detained them at Perm-2 railway station on the evening of 22 May. 
Friends who had come to meet them said that officers put Solovyov in handcuffs and 

took him and his wife away in separate cars, the European Association of Jehovah's 

Witnesses reported on 24 May. 

 
Anna Solovyova has since been released, but Aleksandr is being held in a temporary 

detention centre while a judge decides on further restrictive measures. It is as yet 

unclear whether he will be placed in pre-trial detention or which court will rule on the 

matter. Under which part of Criminal Code Article 282.2 ("Organisation of" or 
"participation in" "the activity of a social or religious association or other organisation in 

relation to which a court has adopted a decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on 

the activity in connection with the carrying out of extremist activity") he is being 

investigated is also unknown. 

 
Investigators searched the Solovyovs' home overnight on 22/23 May and seized the 

deeds to the flat, electronic devices, computer drives, their wifi router, photographs, and 

their collection of Bibles. 

 
Before the nationwide ban on Jehovah's Witness activity and the consequent liquidation 

of local communities, Aleksandr Solovyov chaired the Perm Jehovah's Witness 

congregation, according to federal tax records. Anna Solovyova does not appear on the 

list of founding members. 
 

As of 24 May, Solovyov was being held at the Temporary Detention Centre, ulitsa 

Uralskaya, 90, Perm, 614017. 

 
Orenburg Region: Mass raids 

 

Investigative Committee operatives, FSB security service agents, and armed riot police 

carried out 18 house searches in Orenburg, Buzuluk, Perevolotsky, and Sol-Iletsk, also 

on 17 May. 
 

They took 15 people away for questioning, three of whom were then sent to a temporary 

detention centre, according to statements by the European Association of Jehovah's 

Witnesses on 17 May and 21 May. 
 

Of these three, Judge Igor Ismaylov of Industrial District Court ruled on 19 May that one 

– Vladislav Kolbanov – should be placed under house arrest, while the other two –

Aleksandr Suvorov and Vladimir Kochnyov – should be kept in pre-trial detention 
until 14 July. 

 

Orenburg Region Investigative Committee reported that a further six people are under 

travel restrictions. 

 
Forum 18 understands Suvorov and Kochnyov's prison address to be: 

 

Orenburg Region 

460000 Orenburg 
ulitsa Naberezhnaya, 7 

Investigation Prison No. 1 

 

The Investigative Committee said in a press statement on 22 May that nine people in 
Orenburg Region have been formally charged under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1 

("Organisation of the activity of a social or religious association or other organisation in 
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relation to which a court has adopted a decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on 

the activity in connection with the carrying out of extremist activity"), Article 282.2, Part 

2 ("Participation in" such an organisation), and Criminal Code Article 282.3, Part 1 

("Financing of extremist activity"). 
 

The European Association of Jehovah's Witnesses thinks that Kochnyov and Suvorov 

(both from Orenburg) have been charged under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1. 

Kolbanov (also from Orenburg), Boris Andreyev (from Perevolotsky), and Anatoly 
Vichkitov (from Sol-Iletsk) are also among those charged, although it remains unclear 

with which alleged offences. 

 

Before the liquidation of the Administrative Centre, Orenburg and Buzuluk had registered 
Jehovah's Witness communities, while Perevolotsky and Sol-Iletsk did not. According to 

federal tax records, Suvorov previously chaired the Central Orenburg Jehovah's Witness 

community, and Kochnyov was among its founding members. 

 

The raids on 17 May took place "as a result of carefully planned and organised 
operational and investigative actions", according to the Investigative Committee 

statement, and had the aim of "seizing documents and items relevant to the criminal 

case, as well as identifying other persons involved in unlawful activities". 

 
In raiding the historically pacifist Jehovah's Witnesses, police "anti-extremism" officers, 

the Economic Security and Anti-Corruption Administration, and the Orenburg Region FSB 

security service were also involved. The raids on pacifists also included what was 

described as "armed support" from National Guard special forces troops. 
 

Investigators allege that the suspects, knowing of the 2017 ban on Jehovah's Witness 

activity, "organised the activity of a structural subdivision of Jehovah's Witnesses by 

calling and holding meetings, organising the recruitment of new members, and 
communicating the contents of religious literature to meeting participants". 

 

The investigation is continuing, with "necessary investigative and operational-search 

measures underway in order to collect and consolidate a base of evidence", according to 

the statement. 
 

Telephones at Orenburg Region Investigative Committee went unanswered when Forum 

18 called on 24 May to ask why officials thought armed force was necessary against 

pacifists. 

 

Jehovah's Witness in Birobidzhan released from two-
month detention 

Russia Religion News (25.05.2018) - https://bit.ly/2IR4ckX - On 17 May 2018, a criminal 

case was opened on the basis of indicators of the elements of the crime provided in part 
1 of article 282.2 of the Criminal Code of the RF—arranging the activity of an extremist 

organization. A 55-year-old resident of the city of Birobidzhan was arrested on suspicion 

of committing this crime. 

  
On 18 May, on the basis of a petition from the investigation, the Birobidzhan district 

court of the Jewish autonomous oblast (EAO) selected for the suspect a measure to 

insure appearance in the form of detention in custody for one month and 27 days, until 

13 July 2018 inclusive. 
  

The petition was justified by the fact that the crime is in the category of serious crimes 

for which the law provides for punishment in the form of incarceration of from six to ten 

https://bit.ly/2IR4ckX
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years. The crime is connected with the planning of the activity of the religious association 

of the local religious organization of Jehovah's Witnesses in the city of Birobidzhan that 

has been ruled to be extremist and whose activity is prohibited. The suspect might 

impede the progress of the criminal case, put pressure on witnesses, and hide from 
agencies of the investigation and the court. 

  

The suspect and his attorney appealed the ruling of the court of the first instance. They 

requested to overrule it. In their opinion, the court had not verified the grounds of the 
participation of the suspect in committing the crime and did not take into account his 

health or positive characteristics. 

  

In the opinion of the prosecutor, the ruling was legal and logical. 
  

After analyzing the materials of the case and hearing the argument of the parties, the 

appellate instance overruled the Birobidzhan district court because of the commission of 

substantive violations of the criminal procedural law regulating the process of selection of 

the measure for insuring appearance in the form of detention in custody. 
  

The suspect was released from detention in the courtroom. (tr. by PDS, posted 25 May 

2018) 

 
Original source: Website of the court of the Jewish autonomous oblast, 25 May 2018 

 

28 new raids, now 20 criminal investigations 

By Victoria Arnold, Forum 18 

 

Forum18 (25.05.2018) - http://forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2381 - Officers 

launched 28 raids on Jehovah's Witness homes in May, often forcing entry, threatening 

occupants with weapons and seizing literature and other items. Under criminal 
investigation are 7 Jehovah's Witnesses in pre-trial detention, 1 under house arrest and 

at least 11 under travel restrictions. Two others are already on trial. 

 

Law enforcement officers, some armed and in body armour, raided a further 28 
Jehovah's Witness homes in May in Orenburg Region, the Jewish Autonomous Region, 

and the Urals city of Perm. The latest raids led to detentions, house arrest, travel 

restrictions, and criminal charges for at least another 11 people. 

 
Seven Jehovah's Witnesses are now known to be in pre-trial detention facing criminal 

investigations or charges. Another is under house arrest, while at least a further 11 are 

under travel restrictions. In two other cases, trials are already underway (see full list at 

base of this article). 
 

As in previous raids, law enforcement agents often forced entry to properties, threatened 

the occupants with weapons, and confiscated personal items, including bank cards. They 

then took Jehovah's Witnesses, including minors, away for interrogation, sometimes for 

several hours overnight (see below). 
 

Law enforcement agencies carried out the searches and arrests in Perm, Birobidzhan and 

four towns in Orenburg Region in mid-May, in some cases accompanied by National 

Guard troops or riot police armed with machine guns. They came about a month after 
similar searches in Ufa (Bashkortostan Republic), Polyarny (Murmansk Region), Shuya 

(Ivanovo Region), and Vladivostok. Criminal investigations are continuing in these places, 

as well as in Belgorod and Kemerovo, where Jehovah's Witnesses also suffered armed 

raids in January and February (see F18News 23 April 2018 

http://os.brb.sudrf.ru/modules.php?name=press_dep&op=1&did=1611
http://forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2381
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http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2372). 

 

Officials know that using troops and weapons including machine guns on raids is 

unnecessary, as Jehovah's Witnesses worldwide are a doctrinally pacifist community 
whose young male members worldwide will not do compulsory military service or any 

other military-connected activity. However, even before Jehovah's Witnesses were 

banned in Russia their communities were frequently raided by heavily armed and 

camouflaged officials who frequently planted "evidence" (see eg. F18News 24 October 
2016 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2228). 

 

The Jehovah's Witnesses caught up in 2018's wave of prosecutions are accused of 

"continuing the activities" of the Jehovah's Witness Administrative Centre, their principal 
administrative body in Russia, which was outlawed as an "extremist" organisation and 

liquidated in 2017 (see F18News 18 July 2017 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2297). 

 

Muslims also face "extremism" investigation, trials, jailing  
 

Prosecutors have also long jailed Muslims who meet to read the works of late Turkish 

theologian Said Nursi. Four were jailed in 2017 (see F18News 8 December 

2017 http://forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2339). People who meet to study his 
writings can be accused of continuing the activities of "Nurdzhular", which was banned as 

an "extremist organisation" by the Supreme Court in 2008, even though Muslims in 

Russia deny it has ever existed (see Forum 18's "extremism" Russia religious freedom 

survey http://www.forum18.org/Archive.php?article_id=2215). 
 

Five Muslims are known by Forum 18 to be already on trial for having met to study 

Nursi's works – three in Krasnoyarsk, one in Novosibirsk, and one in Izberbash in the 

Republic of Dagestan. Another man, from Sharypovo in Krasnoyarsk Region, is due to 
appear in court soon (see F18News 27 April 2018 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373). 

 

Up to 10 years' imprisonment? 

 
If convicted, the Jehovah's Witnesses charged or under investigation could be imprisoned 

for up to 10 years under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1 ("Organisation of the activity 

of a social or religious association or other organisation in relation to which a court has 

adopted a decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with 
the carrying out of extremist activity"), or up to six years under Criminal Code Article 

282.2, Part 2 ("Participation in the activity of a social or religious association or other 

organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a decision legally in force on 

liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the carrying out of extremist 
activity"). 

 

One criminal investigation, in Orenburg, is also taking place under Criminal Code Article 

282.3, Part 1 ("Financing of extremist activity"). This appears to be the first use of this 

Article against people exercising the internationally-recognised right to freedom of 
religion and belief. 

 

Conviction under Criminal Code Article 282.3, Part 1 ("Provision or collection of funds or 

rendering of financial services that are knowingly designed to finance the organisation, 
preparation and commission of at least one extremist crime or the support of the 

activities of an extremist community or an extremist organisation") carries the following 

penalties: 

 
- a fine of 300,000 to 700,000 Roubles, which is currently between two to four years' 

annual salary; 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2372
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2228
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2297
http://forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2339
http://www.forum18.org/Archive.php?article_id=2215
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373
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- or compulsory labour for a period of one to four years, with possible deprivation of the 

right to hold certain positions or engage in certain activities for a period of up to three 

years, or with possible restrictions on freedom for a period of up to one year; 
 

- or three to eight years' imprisonment. 

 

Forum 18 wrote to the Moscow press office of the Investigative Committee (which is 
leading most of the investigations) on 23 April, asking why the Jehovah's Witnesses 

detained in Ufa, Shuya, and Polyarny were considered so dangerous that armed force 

had to be used. On 10 May, Lieutenant Colonel S. Solovyov replied only that all available 

information on these cases could be found on the Bashkortostan, Ivanovo Region, and 
Murmansk Region Investigative Committee websites. 

 

None of the people involved in the latest prosecution yet appears on the Federal Financial 

Monitoring Service (Rosfinmonitoring) "List of Terrorists and Extremists", whose assets 

banks are obliged to freeze. Their names may be added while their cases are still 
ongoing, however, meaning that they will suffer financial restrictions without any trial or 

conviction (see Forum 18's "extremism" Russia religious freedom survey 

http://www.forum18.org/Archive.php?article_id=2215). 

 
Officials added the name of Danish Jehovah's Witness Dennis Ole Christensen to the List 

shortly after his trial began. 

 

Christensen and Jehovah's Witness elder Arkadya Akopovich Akopyan are currently on 
trial for alleged "extremism" offences not directly related to the nationwide ban (see 

F18News 27 April 2018 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373). 

 

Perm 
 

Aleksandr Solovyov and his wife Anna had just returned from a trip abroad when law 

enforcement agents detained them at Perm-2 railway station on the evening of 22 May. 

Friends who had come to meet them said that officers put Solovyov in handcuffs and 

took him and his wife away in separate cars, the European Association of Jehovah's 
Witnesses reported on 24 May. 

 

Anna Solovyova has since been released, but Aleksandr is being held in a temporary 

detention centre while a judge decides on further restrictive measures. It is as yet 
unclear whether he will be placed in pre-trial detention or which court will rule on the 

matter. Under which part of Criminal Code Article 282.2 ("Organisation of" or 

"participation in" "the activity of a social or religious association or other organisation in 

relation to which a court has adopted a decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on 
the activity in connection with the carrying out of extremist activity") he is being 

investigated is also unknown. 

 

Investigators searched the Solovyovs' home overnight on 22/23 May and seized the 

deeds to the flat, electronic devices, computer drives, their wifi router, photographs, and 
their collection of Bibles. 

 

Before the nationwide ban on Jehovah's Witness activity and the consequent liquidation 

of local communities, Aleksandr Solovyov chaired the Perm Jehovah's Witness 
congregation, according to federal tax records. Anna Solovyova does not appear on the 

list of founding members. 

 

As of 24 May, Solovyov was being held at the Temporary Detention Centre, ulitsa 
Uralskaya, 90, Perm, 614017. 

 

http://www.forum18.org/Archive.php?article_id=2215
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373
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Birobidzhan: "Judgment Day" 

 

About 150 law enforcement officers conducted at least nine searches of Jehovah's 

Witness homes in Birobidzhan, capital of the Jewish Autonomous Region, early in the 
morning of 17 May, the European Association of Jehovah's Witnesses announced later 

that day. The operation was codenamed "Judgment Day", according to the Association. 

 

Officers seized personal photographs, bank cards, money, and electronic devices. So far, 
one person – Alam Aliyev – is known to be the subject of a criminal case under Criminal 

Code Article 282.2, Part 1 ("Organisation of the activity of a social or religious association 

or other organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a decision legally in force 

on liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the carrying out of extremist 
activity"). 

 

On 18 May, Judge Marina Tsimarno of Birobidzhan District Court upheld FSB 

investigators' request to keep Aliyev in pre-trial custody in Birobidzhan's Investigation 

Prison No. 1 until 13 July, according to court records. Aliyev's lawyers submitted an 
appeal against his detention on 21 May. On 25 May, Judge Anzhela Sizova of the Court of 

the Jewish Autonomous Region upheld this appeal, citing "significant violations of 

criminal procedural law governing the choice of pre-trial detention as a restrictive 

measure". This freed Aliyev from detention after eight days. It remains unknown what 
restrictions he remains under. 

 

The FSB's request to hold Aliyev in custody "was motivated by the fact that the crime is 

classified as grave, for which the law provides for a sentence of imprisonment for a term 
of six to 10 years", according to a 21 May press statement on the court website. "During 

the preliminary investigation, it was established that a large number of persons took part 

in the activity of this organisation. The suspect is the organiser of this extremist 

organisation and has an actual influence on members of the association." 
 

Birobidzhan was home to the only registered local Jehovah's Witness congregation in the 

Jewish Autonomous Region, which was among those ruled "extremist" and liquidated 

before the Supreme Court's decision to ban the Jehovah's Witnesses nationwide. The 

Court of the Jewish Autonomous Region upheld the local Justice Ministry branch's suit on 
3 October 2016, and the community ceased its activities on 20 December 2016, 

according to federal tax records. Aliyev does not appear in the records as a founder 

member of the community. 

 
Orenburg Region: Mass raids 

 

Investigative Committee operatives, FSB security service agents, and armed riot police 

carried out 18 house searches in Orenburg, Buzuluk, Perevolotsky, and Sol-Iletsk, also 
on 17 May. 

 

They took 15 people away for questioning, three of whom were then sent to a temporary 

detention centre, according to statements by the European Association of Jehovah's 

Witnesses on 17 May and 21 May. 
 

Of these three, Judge Igor Ismaylov of Industrial District Court ruled on 19 May that one 

– Vladislav Kolbanov – should be placed under house arrest, while the other two – 

Aleksandr Suvorov and Vladimir Kochnyov – should be kept in pre-trial detention until 14 
July. 

 

Orenburg Region Investigative Committee reported that a further six people are under 

travel restrictions. 
 

Forum 18 understands Suvorov and Kochnyov's prison address to be: 
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Orenburg Region 

460000 Orenburg 

ulitsa Naberezhnaya, 7 
Investigation Prison No. 1 

 

The Investigative Committee said in a press statement on 22 May that nine people in 

Orenburg Region have been formally charged under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1 
("Organisation of the activity of a social or religious association or other organisation in 

relation to which a court has adopted a decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on 

the activity in connection with the carrying out of extremist activity"), Article 282.2, Part 

2 ("Participation in" such an organisation), and Criminal Code Article 282.3, Part 1 
("Financing of extremist activity"). 

 

The European Association of Jehovah's Witnesses thinks that Kochnyov and Suvorov 

(both from Orenburg) have been charged under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1. 

Kolbanov (also from Orenburg), Boris Andreyev (from Perevolotsky), and Anatoly 
Vichkitov (from Sol-Iletsk) are also among those charged, although it remains unclear 

with which alleged offences. 

 

Before the liquidation of the Administrative Centre, Orenburg and Buzuluk had registered 
Jehovah's Witness communities, while Perevolotsky and Sol-Iletsk did not. According to 

federal tax records, Suvorov previously chaired the Central Orenburg Jehovah's Witness 

community, and Kochnyov was among its founding members. 

 
The raids on 17 May took place "as a result of carefully planned and organised 

operational and investigative actions", according to the Investigative Committee 

statement, and had the aim of "seizing documents and items relevant to the criminal 

case, as well as identifying other persons involved in unlawful activities". 
 

In raiding the historically pacifist Jehovah's Witnesses, police "anti-extremism" officers, 

the Economic Security and Anti-Corruption Administration, and the Orenburg Region FSB 

security service were also involved. The raids on pacifists also included what was 

described as "armed support" from National Guard special forces troops. 
 

Investigators allege that the suspects, knowing of the 2017 ban on Jehovah's Witness 

activity, "organised the activity of a structural subdivision of Jehovah's Witnesses by 

calling and holding meetings, organising the recruitment of new members, and 
communicating the contents of religious literature to meeting participants". 

 

The investigation is continuing, with "necessary investigative and operational-search 

measures underway in order to collect and consolidate a base of evidence", according to 
the statement. 

 

Telephones at Orenburg Region Investigative Committee went unanswered when Forum 

18 called on 24 May to ask why officials thought armed force was necessary against 

pacifists. 
 

Polyarny, Murmansk Region 

 

Further details have now emerged of earlier raids on Jehovah's Witness homes in other 
regions (see F18News 23 April 2018 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2372). 

 

Two men from Polyarny in Murmansk Region are in pre-trial detention, the European 
Association of Jehovah's Witnesses confirmed on 11 May. They are Roman Markin and 

Viktor Trofimov, who are in custody in the city of Murmansk until 12 June. The 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2372
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Investigative Committee's branch in the closed district of Aleksandrovsk (which includes 

Polyarny) opened the case against them on 12 April . This is under Criminal Code Article 

282.2, Part 1 ("Organisation of the activity of a social or religious association or other 

organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a decision legally in force on 
liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the carrying out of extremist 

activity"). 

 

Markin and Trofimov's prison address is: 
 

Murmansk Region 

183027 Murmansk 

ulitsa Radishcheva, 32 
Investigation Prison No. 1 

 

Before the nationwide ban and liquidation of local Jehovah's Witness organisations, Viktor 

Trofimov chaired the Polyarny community, according to federal tax records. 

 
The men (who are like all Jehovah's Witnesses pacifists) were detained during armed 

raids on seven houses in Polyarny on 18 April, which involved armed troops and riot 

police "who acted extremely rudely", according to Jehovah's Witnesses. Officers searched 

17 people in all and confiscated their electronic devices. Interrogations at the 
Investigative Department of the Northern Fleet's Polyarny Flotilla continued through the 

night until 7 am the next day (see F18News 23 April 2018 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2372). 

 
At Roman Markin's home, officers broke down his front door in the early evening, forced 

him and his 16-year-old daughter to lie on the floor during the search, and threatened 

them with weapons. Investigators questioned the 16-year-old until 3 am. 

 
During another search, an elderly man opened the door to the riot police, who then 

"pushed him so violently that he fell", the European Association of Jehovah's Witnesses 

claims. They also hurt two women who were visiting the flat, and forced two teenage 

siblings to stand against the wall with their arms outstretched. 

 
Vladivostok 

 

Valentin Osadchuk remains in pre-trial detention in Vladivostok, where he is to be held 

until 20 June. He was formally charged on 27 April under Criminal Code Article 282.2, 
Part 2 ("Participation in the activity of a social or religious association or other 

organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a decision legally in force on 

liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the carrying out of extremist 

activity"), according to the European Association of Jehovah's Witnesses (see F18News 
23 April 2018 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2372). 

 

Forum 18 understands Osadchuk's prison address to be: 

 

Primorye Region 
690106 Vladivostok 

Partizansky prospekt, 28b 

Investigation Prison No. 1 

 
Two women, aged 66 and 83, have also been named as suspects under Criminal Code 

Article 282.2, Part 2 ("Participation in the activity of a social or religious association or 

other organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a decision legally in force on 

liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the carrying out of extremist 
activity") and placed under travel restrictions, the European Association of Jehovah's 

Witnesses also reported on 10 May. The FSB security service initiated the case against 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2372
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2372
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them and Osadchuk on 9 April. According to Jehovah's Witnesses, the investigation 

involved video surveillance, followed by raids on people's homes on 19 April. 

 

Shuya, Ivanovo Region 
 

Dmitry Mikhailov remains under travel restrictions after the law enforcement raid in his 

home on 20 April. According to a 15 May statement by the European Association of 

Jehovah's Witnesses, the Ivanovo Region Investigative Committee initiated the case 
against him under Article 282.2, Part 2 ("Participation in the activity of a social or 

religious association or other organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a 

decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the 

carrying out of extremist activity") on 19 April after several months of investigation 
which included phone tapping and video surveillance. 

 

Law enforcement agents carried out four raids in the town of Shuya early in the morning 

of 20 April. During one search of a communal flat, a riot police officer held a pistol to the 

head of a neighbour, although he had not tried to obstruct the raid, and forced him to lie 
on the floor for 15 minutes. During another, "a man was threatened with handcuffs to 

prevent him seeking legal advice by phone", according to the European Association. 

Officers confiscated the Jehovah's Witnesses' phones, tablet computers, bank cards, and 

personal documents. 
 

The investigator in charge, Robert Barsegyan, has refused to discuss the case with Forum 

18 (see F18News 23 April 2018 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2372). 

 
Ufa 

 

Anatoly Vilitkevich is still in pre-trial detention and under investigation under Criminal 

Code Article 282.2, Part 1 ("Organisation of the activity of a social or religious association 
or other organisation in relation to which a court has adopted a decision legally in force 

on liquidation or ban on the activity in connection with the carrying out of extremist 

activity") (see F18News 23 April 2018 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2372). 

 
Vilitkevich was the first Jehovah's Witness to be detained in the latest round of law 

enforcement actions, after law enforcement agents, including heavily armed officers, 

carried out a series of raids in the Bashkortostan capital early on 10 April. Over 20 people 

were taken in for interrogation, but all except Vilitkevich were later released. 
 

Vilitkevich's prison address is: 

 

Bashkortostan Republic 
450015 Ufa 

ulitsa Dostoyevskogo, 39 

Investigation Prison No. 1 

 

Belgorod 
 

Two Jehovah's Witnesses in Belgorod – Anatoly Shalyapin and Sergey Voykov – remain 

under investigation for alleged offences under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 2 

("Participation in the activity of a social or religious association or other organisation in 
relation to which a court has adopted a decision legally in force on liquidation or ban on 

the activity in connection with the carrying out of extremist activity"). They are still under 

travel restrictions (see F18News 23 April 2018 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2372). 
 

The men were among a large number of Jehovah's Witnesses whose homes were 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2372
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2372
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2372
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searched by Investigative Committee agents and other law enforcement officers in 

heavy-handed armed raids on 7 February (see F18News 20 February 2018 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2355). 

 
Kemerovo 

 

Similar raids took place in Kemerovo in Siberia (see F18News 23 April 

2018 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2372). However, it appears that 
nobody has yet been charged or named as a suspect in that investigation. 

 

The Jehovah's Witnesses currently known to be in pre-trial detention, under house arrest, 

and under travel restrictions are: 
 

Detention 

 

- Perm 

 
1) Aleksandr Vasilyevich Solovyov – 48 hours' temporary detention from evening of 22 

May 2018; longer-term measures unknown 

 

- Orenburg 
 

2) Vladimir Yuryevich Kochnyov, aged 38, until 14 July 2018 

 

3) Aleksandr Gennadyevich Suvorov, aged 38, until 14 July 2018 
 

- Ufa, Bashkortostan Republic 

 

4) Anatoly Sergeyevich Vilitkevich, born 15 September 1986 – until 2 June 2018 
 

- Polyarny, Murmansk Region 

 

5) Roman Markin, born 1974 – until 12 June 2018 

 
6) Viktor Fyodorovich Trofimov, born 1957 – until 12 June 2018 

 

- Vladivostok, Primorye Region 

 
7) Valentin Pavlovich Osadchuk, born 1976 – until 20 June 2018 

 

- Oryol 

 
8) Dennis Ole Christensen, born 18 December 1972 – until 1 August 2018 (currently on 

trial) 

 

House arrest 

 
- Orenburg  

 

Vladislav Kolbanov, aged 25 

 
Travel restrictions 

 

- Orenburg Region 

 
At least six people – probably including Boris Andreyev and Anatoly Vichkitov 

 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2355
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2372
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- Shuya, Ivanovo Region 

 

Dmitry Vasilyevich Mikhailov, born 1977 

 
- Vladivostok, Primorye Region 

 

Two women, names unknown, aged 66 and 83 

 
- Belgorod 

 

Anatoly Shalyapin 

 
Sergei Voykov 

 

Unknown restrictions - Birobidzhan, Jewish Autonomous Region 

 

Alam A.o. Aliyev, aged 55 – until 13 July 2018 

 

 

A sixth Jehovah's Witness accused of extremism behind 
bars 

By Willy Fautré, Human Rights Without Frontiers Int'l 

  

HRWF (20.05.2018) - On 18 May, one day after the widespread police crackdown against 

Jehovah's Witnesses called "Judgment Day" in Birobidzhan (Jewish autonomous oblast), 

the hearing of Alam Aliev took place and the court ruled that he should be kept in pretrial 
detention through 14 July 2018 and scheduled his criminal case to begin on 22 May. 

                                         

Jehovah's Witness in Birobidzhan target of criminal case 

  
TASS/ Russia Religion News (18.05.2018) - https://bit.ly/2KHysvh - According to 

materials of the criminal case, a resident of the city of Birobidzhan, in the period from 

February 2017 to May 2018, he is accused of conducting deliberate, vigorous actions of 

an organizational character directed at resumption and continuation of the illegal activity 
of a forbidden religious organization, which had been found in April 2017 to be extremist 

and its activity banned on the territory of the Russian Federation. 

  

The illegal actions of the suspect were expressed in convening meetings, organizing 
religious performances, collecting financial resources in the form of donations for the 

expenses of a religious organization that has been prohibited by a court, and also 

conducting mass events aimed at distributing extremist literature and materials of 

extremist contents. 

  
The prosecutor's office has taken control of the investigation of the criminal case. 

  

Punishment for commission of the aforesaid serious crime is provided by the Criminal 

Code of the RF in the form of a fine of from 400,000 to 800,000 rubles or the total of 
salary or other income of the convict for a period of from two to four years or 

incarceration for a term of from six to ten years, with deprivation of the right to occupy 

certain offices or to engage in certain activity for a period of up to ten years and 

restriction of liberty for a term of from one to two years. 
  

Operation "Judgment Day" against Jehovah's Witnesses 

  

https://bit.ly/2KHysvh
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Russia Religion News (18.05.2018) - https://bit.ly/2Lir3Ue - At least 9 searches in homes 

of local residents who are thought to be Jehovah's Witnesses were conducted on 17 May 

in Birobidzhan (Jewish autonomous oblast), the European Association of Jehovah's 

Witnesses reports. One of the operatives participating in the searches said that a total of 
150 law enforcement officers are participating in this operation, which has the code name 

"Judgment Day." 

  

In the process of searches, photographs, bank cards, money, and all electronic 
equipment (even old and broken things) were taken from the citizens. 

  

Thus far there is no information about which criminal case the searches were being 

conducted about and on the basis of which article it was opened. However, a criminal 
case has been initiated against one of the Witnesses, Alam Aliev. He is in custody and his 

trial is expected for tomorrow.  

In the morning of 16 May, a series of searches in homes of citizens who are thought to 

be Jehovah's Witnesses was conducted in the cities of Orenburg and Buzuluk (Orenburg 

oblast). According to preliminary information, three citizens were arrested and pledges 
not to depart were taken from another three. It is known that citizens have been held as 

defendants on the basis of part 2 of article 282.2 of the Criminal Code of the RF 

(participation in an extremist organization). 

  
It is expected that a decision about the measure for insuring appearance for those 

arrested will be made on 17 May. 

  

On 17 July of last year, the decision of the Russian Supreme Court finding all 396 
religious organizations of Jehovah's Witnesses in Russia to be extremist and banning 

their activity took legal effect. (tr. by PDS, posted 17 May 2018) 

 

Terrorist attack on Orthodox church in Chechnya 

Russia Religious News (19.05.2018) - https://bit.ly/2J03iBQ - An incident with an 

attempt to seize parishioners in the church of the Archangel Michael in Grozny is an 

attempt by extremists to set Orthodox against Muslims, the head of the synod's 

Department for Relations of Church and Society and News Media of the Moscow 
patriarchate, Vladimir Legoida, declared. 

 

"Another attempt by pseudo-Islamic extremists to set Orthodox against Muslims," 

Legoida wrote on Saturday in his account on one of the messenger services. 
 

A press release distributed by the synodal department notes that the attackers tried to 

intimidate Orthodox believers of Chechnya and sow inter-confessional strife, but they got 

a worthy rebuff. 
 

"We mourn the parishioner of the church of the Archangel Michael who fell victim to the 

terrorist act, and also for law enforcement agents who showed themselves to be real 

heroes and perished in performing their duty of protecting worshipers," Legoida declared, 

as quoted in the report. 
 

The head of the synodal department expressed confidence that "the act of terror will be 

unanimously condemned by representatives of world religions in Russia and abroad, as 

well as by all healthy-minded people." 
 

"Orthodox and Muslims of Russia, as before, will be united in struggle with terrorists, 

supporting one another in the face of the common danger," Legoida added. 

 

https://bit.ly/2J03iBQ
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The head of the Chechen republic, Ramzan Kadyrov, reported to journalists earlier that 

four militants penetrated the church of the Archangel Michael in the center of Grozny and 

their goal was to seize parishioners. He said that as the result of an immediately 

mounted special operation, all four were wiped out, one policeman died from wounds, 
and one parishioner had an injury of moderate severity. According to information of the 

Investigative Committee of the RF, two policemen guarding the church perished, another 

two were wounded, and one civilian was killed. (tr. by PDS, posted 19 May 2018) 

 

An African Pentecostal student prosecuted for 'illegal' 
evangelism 

 

Russia Religion News (18.05.2018) - https://bit.ly/2s3s89J - On 16 May 2018, Nosisa 

Shiba, a student of the final year of the Nizhny Novgorod Medical Academy, a citizen of 
Swaziland (Africa), was summoned to the Department for Issues of Migration of the 

Sormovsk district, where law enforcement personnel charged her on the basis of article 

18.8 of part 4 of the Code of Administrative Violations of Law of the RF, with a sentence 

of immediate deportation through a special detention center. The girl, who has been a 
protestant since childhood, began going to an evangelical church of Nizhny Novgorod, the 

Embassy of Jesus Bible Center of KhVE, upon her arrival in Russia. According to the press 

service of the church, she sang a song about God and his love for people in her church 

one time. The video of Nosisa's performance was found on YouTube by the Federal 
Security Service (F.S.B.) of the RF. The deputy of the ruling bishop of the ROSKhVE in 

the Volga federal district, the pastor of the Embassy of Jesus Bible Center of KhVE (city 

of Nizhny Novgorod), Bishop Pavel Ryndich, commented on the situation in his accounts 

on social networks. 

  
"Today there was a trial again. This time it was of Nosisa, an African who sang in our 

praise service while being a student of the medical academy. Our sister was convicted 

because she sang praises. This was considered to be missionary activity without the 

documents permitting it. And we were unable to prove to the judge that in evangelical 
churches, everybody may sing. Once again, somebody with a bias dug up somewhere in 

the vastness of the internet one of my year-old sermons, where he made out the African 

woman among the worshipers. He identified her. He wrote up a bunch of materials. And 

with such enthusiasm and ardor that you are amazed. Lo and behold, such good deeds!" 
  

The court issued a relatively positive decision, with a fine of 7,000 rubles and deportation 

from the country after the completion of her studies. As the clergyman notes, although 

the student got off with a slight fright, the trend is unpleasant: at first, a trial on level 
ground, then joy that she will just be deported and not jailed. Then maybe it will be "be 

happy that you are just jailed and not shot." The bishop emphasized especially the 

moment in the trial when the judge asked whether Nosisa had any medical counter-

indicators for staying in a special detention center until her deportation-she just about 

fainted. 
  

Christians throughout Russia demonstrated prayer support for the girl and, the pastor 

said, there are positive results. Secular news media published actively and described this 

ambiguous situation. "Today I talked by phone with a Russian scholar of eastern studies, 
a host on the 'Vesti FM' radio station, Evgeny Satanovsky. It is nice that there still are 

many literate people in the news media," Bishop Pavel Ryndich shared. (tr. by PDS, 

posted 17 May 2018) 

  
Press Service of ROSKhVE, 17 May 2018 

 

 

https://bit.ly/2s3s89J
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Will Constitutional Court reduce "anti-missionary" 
prosecutions? 

By Victoria Arnold 

 

Forum 18 (16.05.2018) - https://bit.ly/2LjreOZ - Lawyers have cautiously welcomed a 

March Constitutional Court ruling, hoping it will reduce "missionary activity" prosecutions. 
However, the first case seeking compensation for an unjustified "missionary activity" 

prosecution failed. Glorification Pentecostal Church's case against Krasnoyarsk Regional 

Prosecutor's Office and Russia's General Prosecutor was rejected. 

 

As both Russian and foreign citizens continue to be prosecuted for unlawful "missionary 
activity", victims have lodged a number of legal challenges to the July 2016 "anti-

missionary" amendment to the Religion Law and its associated Administrative Code 

Article 5.26, Parts 4 ("Russians conducting missionary activity"), and 5 ("Foreigners 

conducting missionary activity"). 
 

A Baptist pastor appealed to Russia's Constitutional Court seeking to question the 

assumptions inherent in the July 2016 amendment and the vague language in which it 

was written (see Forum 18's general Russia religious freedom 
survey http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2246). The Court refused in 

March 2018 to consider his appeal, but issued a partial clarification of the amendment. 

This said that giving information about religious events would constitute an "offence" only 

if it was aimed at attracting people who are not already members of a religious 
organisation (see below). 

 

Some have cautiously welcomed the Constitutional Court's interpretation, hoping it will 

reduce the number of prosecutions. "Thanks to this definition, we hope to change 

radically the approach of the courts to missionary work," Pentecostal Union lawyer 
Vladimir Ozolin told Forum 18 (see below). 

 

The other two appeals – to the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg (ECtHR) – 

have both come from foreigners punished under these provisions while legally resident in 
Russia. Foreigners make up a small proportion of those prosecuted so far, but face 

comparatively higher penalties, including deportation. The ECtHR is still considering these 

cases and decisions are not expected for some years (see below). 

 
Administrative Code Article 5.26, Parts 4 ("Russians conducting missionary activity"), and 

5 ("Foreigners conducting missionary activity") punish broadly defined "missionary 

activity" carried out against the Religion Law. There is also a Part 3, which punishes: 

"Implementation of activities by a religious organisation without indicating its official full 

name, including the issuing or distribution, within the framework of missionary activity, 
of literature and printed, audio, and video material without a label bearing this name, or 

with an incomplete or deliberately false label" (see Forum 18's general Russia religious 

freedom survey http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2246). 

 
There have been no known appeals so far to the Supreme Court, Constitutional Court, or 

ECtHR against convictions under Administrative Code Article 5.26, Part 3. However, 

Forum 18 is aware, however, of one failed attempt to seek compensation from 

prosecutors after a Part 3 sentence was overturned on appeal in Krasnoyarsk (see 
below). 

 

Prosecutions under Administrative Code Article 5.26, Parts 4 ("Russians conducting 

missionary activity"), and 5 ("Foreigners conducting missionary activity") are frequent. 
Forum 18 found 143 such prosecutions in 2017, and prosecutions have continued in 

2018. Hare Krishna lawyer Mikhail Frolov told Forum 18 in April that "the fines are large, 

https://bit.ly/2LjreOZ
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2246
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2246
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and where the boundaries of lawful behaviour lie is incomprehensible .. Everyone has 

become much more cautious in their public actions" (see F18News 18 April 

2018 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2370). 

 
Plight of foreigners charged under "anti-missionary" amendment 

 

Administrative Code Article 5.26, Parts 3, Parts 4 ("Russians conducting missionary 

activity"), and 5 ("Foreigners conducting missionary activity") can all carry heavy fines 
(see Forum 18's general Russia religious freedom 

survey http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2246). Although courts have so 

far generally imposed fines at the lower end of the scale for first offences (see F18News 

18 April 2018 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2370). 
 

The minimum penalty for foreign citizens under Administrative Code Article 5.26 Part 5 

("Foreigners conducting missionary activity") is much higher (30,000 Roubles) than that 

for Russian citizens under Part 4 (5,000 Roubles). Foreigners may also be ordered 

deported, even if they have lived in Russia for many years (see Forum 18's general 
Russia religious freedom survey http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2246). 

 

Individuals of several different nationalities have been prosecuted or threatened with 

prosecution under Administrative Code Article 5.26, Part 5 ("Foreigners conducting 
missionary activity") since it came into force in July 2016, including Americans, South 

Koreans, Ukrainians and Israelis. 

 

One notable grouping is African students at Russian universities. These include citizens of 
Ghana, Zimbabwe, Malawi, Cote d'Ivoire, Namibia, Nigeria, Swaziland and the 

Democratic Republic of Congo, several of whom have been ordered deported. 

 

In early 2017, law enforcement agencies began investigating several African students 
who attend the Pentecostal Embassy of Jesus church in Nizhny Novgorod for appearing in 

videos inviting international student to church events, or for reposting videos on their 

social media pages. One Zimbabwean – Kudzai Nyamarebvu – was convicted of violating 

the terms of her visa (Administrative Code Article 18.8, Part 2) and ordered deported, 

although her departure has been delayed to allow her to complete her course. 
Investigations of other African students are continuing. 

 

Constitutional Court offers partial clarification 

 
On 13 March 2018, the Constitutional Court announced its refusal to consider an appeal 

from Baptist Union pastor Sergei Stepanov. He had posted an invitation to an Easter 

service at another church on his page on the VKontakte social network, which was found 

during internet monitoring by the FSB security service. Tambov District Magistrate's 
Court No. 1 fined him 5,000 Roubles on 10 July 2017 under Administrative Code Article 

5.26, Part 4 ("Russians conducting missionary activity"). 

 

The Constitutional Court did, however, issue an interpretation of the legal norms disputed 

in Stepanov's appeal – the July 2016 "anti-missionary" amendment (see Forum 18's 
general Russia religious freedom survey 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2246). 

 

According to Stepanov's lawyer Sergei Chugunov, the appeal raised two issues: firstly, 
that the anti-missionary amendment does not distinguish between "missionary activity" 

and citizens' right to share their own beliefs on an individual basis; and secondly, that it 

is unclear what actually constitutes activity aimed at disseminating the beliefs of a 

religious association – whether this has to include "any principles of belief of this 
association" or could be merely "a simple announcement of events held by the religious 

association". 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2370
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2246
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2370
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2246
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2246
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In remarks for the Moscow-based Slavic Centre for Law and Justice on 2 April, Chugunov 

concluded that the Constitutional Court's response "does not clarify the uncertainty 

regarding the dissemination of personal religious beliefs", but gives "an unambiguous 
answer" as far as the definition of a religious association's missionary activity is 

concerned. 

 

What is "missionary activity"? 
 

According to the Constitutional Court, a religious association's missionary activity: 

 

- "firstly, is carried out by a particular circle of persons (the religious association, its 
participants, other citizens and legal entities in the established order)"; 

 

- "secondly, is aimed at disseminating information about its doctrine (its religious 

postulates) among persons who are not participants (members, followers) of this 

religious association" 
 

- and "thirdly, aims to involve these persons in the membership ... of the religious 

association by appealing to their consciousness, will, feelings, including by means of the 

person doing the missionary work revealing their own religious views and beliefs". 
 

Thus, "A defining feature [sistemoobrazuyushchy priznak] of missionary activity is the 

dissemination by citizens and their associations of information about a specific religious 

belief among persons who, not being its followers, are involved in their number, including 
as participants in specific religious associations". Therefore, the distribution of 

information for example about services, ceremonies or events "falls under the definition 

of missionary activity as such, only if it contains the said defining feature". 

 
The Constitutional Court concludes that establishing that missionary activity has been 

carried out requires "the identification of all the signs of missionary activity specified in 

[the Religion Law]". If any is absent, the religious activity "cannot qualify as missionary 

activity in the sense of the [Religion Law], and therefore, even if it is committed in 

violation of the requirements of the [Religion Law], it does not constitute an offence as 
stipulated in Article 5.26, Part 4 of the Administrative Code". 

 

The Constitutional Court also stipulates that courts should request "expert analysis" of 

religious activities where this is necessary to differentiate between "missionary activity" 
and "other activities in the field of religious relations, including those aimed at public 

information". However, "expert analyses" can be produced by people who are not expert 

in the activities, beliefs or material under review, and who are biased against groups or 

people the authorities dislike (see Forum 18's general Russia religious freedom 
survey http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2246). 

 

Will Constitutional Court interpretation reduce prosecutions? 

 

The Constitutional Court's interpretation may mean such cases as Imam Raman 
Samadarov's in Tula Region may be avoided. 

 

The police charged Samadarov under Administrative Code Article 5.26, Part 4 ("Russians 

conducting missionary activity") for leading Friday prayers in a house "in the presence of 
parishioners, that is, he performed missionary activity in violation of [the Religion Law]". 

According to the verdict, seen by Forum 18, the police had been alerted by an 

anonymous telephone call about "a mass gathering of foreign citizens". 

 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2246
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On 18 December 2017, Uzlovaya District Magistrate's Court No. 44 in the Tula Region 

fined Samadarov 30,000 Roubles. His appeal at Uzlovaya City Court on 31 January 2018 

was unsuccessful. 

 
On the other hand, the question of how to protect individuals' constitutional right to 

share their beliefs as private citizens from infringement by the July 2016 "anti-

missionary" amendment no clearer. Despite many defendants arguing that they were not 

representing any religious organisation or group and therefore did not need authorising 
documents, most of these cases have ended in convictions (see F18News 18 April 2018 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2370). 

 

"Nobody wants to answer this question," lawyer Sergei Chugunov told Forum 18 on 19 
April, "because, if you answer it, you can forget all about these [legal] norms – they will 

not work, as it will suffice to say ‘I'm disseminating my own beliefs'." 

 

Too early to say how far definition has affected court practice 

 
In its refusal of an earlier appeal, by American Baptist Donald Ossewaarde (see below), 

the Constitutional Court also avoided pronouncing on this issue. It stated that "the 

question of whether [Ossewaarde] was a member of a religious association and carried 

out missionary activity on its behalf .. or was simply publicly disseminating his own 
religious beliefs, as related to the establishment and evaluation of the factual 

circumstances of a particular case, do not come within the powers of the Constitutional 

Court". 

 
Lawyers have nevertheless greeted the Constitutional Court's clarification of missionary 

activity with a degree of optimism. The Constitutional Court's interpretation "correctly 

noted that in order to determine the existence of missionary activity, one must proceed 

from the presence of all the attributes, since not all the activity of religious associations 
is missionary", Pentecostal Union lawyer Vladimir Ozolin commented to Forum 18 on 12 

April. "So far, unfortunately, law enforcement practice has been different. Thanks to this 

definition, we hope to change radically the approach of the courts to missionary work." 

 

Hare Krishna lawyer Mikhail Frolov added on 19 April: "The Constitutional Court's 13 
March definition will certainly have a strong influence on judicial practice under 

Administrative Code Article 5.26, since, for the first time, the Constitutional Court has 

detailed the composition of missionary activity, singling out three of its characteristics 

and calling one of them ‘system-forming' [a defining feature]". 
 

In a letter to the Justice Ministry on 13 April, Forum 18 asked whether the Ministry will 

ensure that judges are obliged to take the Constitutional Court's interpretation into 

account when deciding on cases under Administrative Code Article 5.26, Parts 4 
("Russians conducting missionary activity"), and 5 ("Foreigners conducting missionary 

activity"). Forum 18 received no reply by the end of the working day in Moscow on 16 

May. 

 

It is still too early to say how far the definition has affected court practice, Chugunov told 
Forum 18 on 10 May. It is now possible, he explained, for defendants to appeal against 

convictions (including those which came into force before 13 March), citing the 

Constitutional Court's stipulation of how the legal norms should have been applied. 

 
Frolov notes that it has already been cited in an appeal verdict which overturned the 

conviction of two Hindus in Orenburg under Administrative Code Article 5.26, Part 4 

("Russians conducting missionary activity"). Olga Ovchinnikova and Igor Ovchinnikov 

were each fined 5,000 Roubles by the city's Lenin District Magistrate's Court No. 11 for 
running a study group on Hindu texts at their yoga centre. On 6 April, Judge Murat 

Kuzhabayev of Orenburg Regional Court upheld their supervisory appeals. 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2370
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The written verdict on Ovchinnikova, seen by Forum 18, quotes the Constitutional Court's 

13 March definition, and concludes that "By itself, collective reading of religious books 

without the presence of the defining feature [sistemoobrazuyushchy priznak] of 
missionary activity does not constitute the composition of the offence provided for in 

[Administrative Code] Article 5.26, Part 4". 

 

Compensation suit fails… 
 

Aleksandr Mikhailov, pastor of the Glorification Pentecostal church in Sharypovo, 

unsuccessfully took Krasnoyarsk Regional Prosecutor's Office and Russia's General 

Prosecutor to court in what appears to be the first attempt to seek compensation for an 
unfounded prosecution under the anti-missionary amendment. 

 

On 15 March 2017, Sharypovo Magistrate's Court No. 30 fined the pastor and his church 

30,000 Roubles each under Administrative Code Article 5.26, Part 3 ("Implementation of 

activities by a religious organisation without indicating its official full name, including the 
issuing or distribution, within the framework of missionary activity, of literature and 

printed, audio, and video material without a label bearing this name, or with an 

incomplete or deliberately false label"). Their initial appeals to Sharypovo City Court were 

unsuccessful on 24 April 2017. Krasnoyarsk Regional Court, however, upheld Mikhailov's 
supervisory appeal and overturned his fine on 30 June 2017. The church's fine was also 

eventually overturned on 25 September 2017. 

 

On 3 August 2017, Mikhailov lodged a suit at Krasnoyarsk's Central District Court, 
seeking compensation from Krasnoyarsk Regional Prosecutor's Office and Russia's 

General Prosecutor for having been "subject to unlawful administrative prosecution". 

Judge Yelena Senkina rejected the suit on 17 April 2018. 

 
... but full official name not now required? 

 

Although the compensation suit was unsuccessful, lawyer Vladimir Ozolin of the 

Pentecostal Union hailed the overturning of Mikhailov's conviction (and that of his 

Church) as important for judicial practice under Administrative Code Article 5.26, Part 3 
("Implementation of activities by a religious organisation without indicating its official full 

name, including the issuing or distribution, within the framework of missionary activity, 

of literature and printed, audio, and video material without a label bearing this name, or 

with an incomplete or deliberately false label"). 
 

Ozolin noted that Krasnoyarsk Regional Court agreed that the Religion Law does not 

require the full official name of a religious organisation to be displayed on the facade, or 

at the entrance of the building where religious activity is carried out. 
 

"We sincerely hope that this resolution will have a positive impact on further law 

enforcement practice and will stop attempts by law enforcement agencies to act contrary 

to the law," Ozolin remarked in an article on the Pentecostal Union website shortly after 

the supervisory appeal.  
 

European Court of Human Rights appeals 

 

Indian Protestant pastor Victor-Immanuel Mani, who is married to a Russian and has a 
Russian-born child, was the first foreigner to be ordered deported under Administrative 

Code Article 5.26, Part 5 ("Foreigners conducting missionary activity"). Naberezhnyye 

Chelny City Court found him guilty on 20 December 2016 of advertising religious 

gatherings on social media and allegedly giving religious literature to a non-member of 
his church. He was also fined 30,000 Roubles (see F18News 1 March 2017 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2261). 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2261


Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | Russia     

 

Mani left Russia after his appeal to Tatarstan's Supreme Court failed in January 2017, but 

returned after Russia's Supreme Court overturned the deportation order in November 

2017 on the grounds of "the strength of Mani's family and social ties to the Russian 
Federation" and the fact that deportation violated his right to a "private and family life" 

under Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights. The Supreme Court's 

ruling nevertheless upheld Mani's conviction and did not overturn his fine. 

 
Mani lodged his appeal to the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) in Strasbourg 

(Application No. 54264/17) on 31 July 2017. 

 

On 19 January 2018, the ECtHR asked the Russian government whether Mani's 
prosecution had violated his right to freedom of religion and belief under Article 9 

("Freedom of thought, conscience and religion") of the European Convention on Human 

Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (ECHR). The ECtHR particularly asked about the 

distinction (or lack thereof) between "missionary activity" and individual sharing of 

beliefs. The ECtHR also asked whether the difference in the treatment of Russian and 
foreign citizens under Administrative Code Article 5.26 Parts 4 ("Russians conducting 

missionary activity"), and 5 ("Foreigners conducting missionary activity") amounts to 

unlawful discrimination, and whether the Russian courts had taken into account the 

impact of Mani's deportation on his family. 
 

American Baptist pastor Donald Ossewaarde was fined 40,000 Roubles under 

Administrative Code Article 5.26, Parts 5 ("Foreigners conducting missionary activity") by 

Railway District Court in Oryol in August 2016 (see F18News 26 August 
2016 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2211). His "offence" was holding 

services in his home and allegedly advertising them on noticeboards. He was not ordered 

deported, but left the country of his own accord after the last of his appeals in Russia 

was unsuccessful (see F18News 1 March 2017 
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2261). 

 

Ossewaarde lodged an appeal at the ECtHR (Application No. 27227/17) on 18 April 2017. 

On 6 July 2017, the ECtHR asked the Russian government whether Ossewaarde's 

prosecution had violated ECHR Articles 9 ("Freedom of thought, conscience and religion") 
and 11 ("Freedom of assembly and association"), particularly regard to the distinction (or 

lack thereof) between "missionary activity" and individual sharing of beliefs. The ECtHR 

also asked whether the difference in the treatment of Russian and foreign citizens under 

Administrative Code Article 5.26 Parts 4 ("Russians conducting missionary activity"), and 
5 ("Foreigners conducting missionary activity") amounts to unlawful discrimination. 

 

Forum 18 has been unable to establish if the Russian government has responded to these 

questions in either case. 
 

Appeals to the ECtHR can take years to be resolved. If Mani and Ossewaarde are 

successful, the ECtHR would require the Russian government to pay them compensation 

("just satisfaction") and undertake other "individual measures" designed to remedy the 

violation. (In Mani's case, rescinding the deportation order, had this not already 
occurred.) 

 

A judgment also requires a state to undertake "general measures" to prevent a violation 

happening again. Were the ECtHR to find in favour of Mani or Ossewaarde, this would, for 
example, require Russia to amend the part of the Religion Law governing so-called 

missionary activity in order to bring it into line with international human rights law. 

 

In December 2015, Russia adopted a law which stated that its own Constitution took 
precedence over ECtHR judgements and that the Constitutional Court would rule on 

whether these judgments would be put into practice (see Forum 18's general Russia 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2211
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2261
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religious freedom survey http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2246). On 1 

March 2018, the RIA Novosti news agency reported that Russia was considering 

withdrawing from the European Court of Human Rights altogether.  

 

Jehovah's Witnesses imprisoned 2 months without trial 

PEACEFUL CITIZENS DETAINED FOR 55 DAYS IN ARCTIC  

 
Jehovah's Witnesses in Russia, 11 May 2018 

 

Russia Religion News (13.05.2018) - https://bit.ly/2KYNJIT - Forty-four-year-old Roman 

Markin and sixty-one-year-old Viktor Trofimov, residents of the city of Polyarny 
(Murmansk oblast), were sent to the SIZO [pre-trial detention cell] for two months on 

suspicion of "conducting the activity of an extremist organization" (part 1 of article 282.2 

of the Criminal Code of RF). They were held incommunicado  after searches that were 

conducted on 18 April 2018 in that city in seven apartments belonging to citizens who 

were thought to be Jehovah's Witnesses. 
 

The searches were conducted practically simultaneously, with the participation of armed 

OMON personnel who acted extremely rudely. Roman Markin was at home in the evening 

with his 16-year-old daughter. At 19:40 the door to their apartment was broken down by 
special forces. Threatening with weapons, they forced them to lie on the floor and 

searched them. Markin's daughter was taken away and interrogated until 3:00 a.m. In 

another place, an elderly man opened the door to a group of armed special forces and 

they shoved him with such force that he fell. By their actions the law enforcement agents 
injured another two women who were visiting. Teenagers, a brother and sister, were 

pinned to the wall and ordered to keep their arms extended. In all, 17 citizens were 

searched, all electronics were seized, and they were taken for questioning, which lasted 

until 7:00 a.m. 

 
A criminal case was opened on 12 April 2018 by the Investigation Department for the 

closed region of Alexandrovsk (that includes the city of Polyarny and Snezhnogorsk) of 

the Investigation Directorate of the Investigative Committee of Russia for Murmansk 

oblast. Believers were interrogated by several investigators, including Ivan Misa. The 
case was a direct consequence of the decision of the Russian Supreme Court for the 

liquidation and ban of activity of all 396 registered organizations of Jehovah's Witnesses 

in Russia. Law enforcement agents often mistake citizens' sharing a religious belief for 

participation in an extremist organization. 
 

It is noteworthy that earlier, on 23 October 2016, brochures that are on the Federal List 

of Extremist Materials were planted in a worship service of Jehovah's Witnesses in the 

city of Snezhnogorsk. At that time, personnel of law enforcement agencies drove up to 
the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses and, citing "reports received," declared that 

there may be weapons in the building. As expected, weapons were not found, although 

the forbidden brochures were demonstratively "discovered." The epidemic of such 

falsifications also led to the decision of the Russian Supreme Court, which became the 

reason for the arrest of believers.  
 

Roman Nikolaevich Markin (born 1974) and Viktor Fedorovich Trofimov (born 1957) are 

in SIZO No. 1 of the Federal Penitentiary Service for Murmansk oblast. (tr. by PDS, 

posted 11 May 2018) 

 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2246
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EU Statement on the situation of Jehovah's witnesses in 
Russia 

OSCE Permanent Council N° 1185, Vienna 

 

HRWF salutes the continuous efforts of the European Union and the OSCE to 

defend the rights of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Russia but regrets that many faith-
based organizations defending religious freedom  and human rights NGOs keep 

silent about the ban (170,000 JW deprived of the right to religious freedom), 

the confiscation of all their property (395 congregations), the numerous 

criminal cases opened against them (20, as of 25 May) and the imprisonment of 

7 of their members. 
 

EU (10.05.2018) - https://www.osce.org/permanent-council/381820?download=true - 

The European Union is deeply concerned by the recent reports of increased government 

harassment of Jehovah's Witnesses in Russia, which includes police raids of private 
homes, arbitrary detentions and intimidation.  

 

As we have stated previously in many other occasions, members of the Jehovah’s  

Witnesses,  like  all  other  individuals,  must  be  able  to  peacefully  enjoy  freedom  of  
religion  or  belief  as  well  as  freedom  of  assembly  without  discrimination,  as  

guaranteed by the Constitution of the Russian Federation and Russia's international 

commitments. 

 
On April 20, 2017, the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation banned the 

Administrative Center of Jehovah's Witnesses and all 395 of the Witnesses' local legal 

entities on grounds of “extremism”. The Russian government claimed that although it 

was liquidating the legal entities of Jehovah's Witnesses, individual Witnesses would be 

free to practice their faith. However, the government's claim is inconsistent with its 
actions. Over the past year, authorities have launched nine criminal investigations and 

five Jehovah’s Witnesses are currently in detention. All could face possible prison 

sentences of up to ten years merely for meeting together for peaceful worship. In 

addition to the criminal cases, around 90-100 properties belonging to Jehovah’s 
Witnesses have been confiscated by the Russian state based on court decision, and an 

additional 100 properties are currently in court proceedings. The Russian authorities have 

also threatened to deprive Jehovah's Witnesses of parental rights. 

 
The EU reiterates its call on Russia and all other OSCE participating States to respect its 

international commitments on freedom of religion or belief, freedom of expression and 

freedom of assembly. OSCE participating States have repeatedly affirmed the importance 

of freedom of religion or belief as a pillar of the concept of comprehensive security. 

 
The EU will continue to follow closely the developments concerning the Jehovah's 

Witnesses across the OSCE region and are worried about information received concerning 

several participating States limiting Jehovah’s Witnesses’ right to practice their faith.  

 
The freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief is a fundamental right of every 

human being, without discrimination. This right is enshrined in the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and our 

shared OSCE commitments. Freedom of religion or belief includes the freedom to 
manifest one's religion or belief, individually or in community with others, in public or 

private, through worship, observance, practice and teaching. The EU continues to 

promote freedom of religion or belief, a right that must be respected and promoted 

everywhere on the basis of the principles of equality, nondiscrimination and universality. 
  

 

https://www.osce.org/permanent-council/381820?download=true
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The Candidate Countries the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA*, 

MONTENEGRO* and ALBANIA*, the Country of the Stabilisation and Association Process 

and Potential Candidate BOSNIA and HERZEGOVINA, and the EFTA countries ICELAND 

and NORWAY, members of the European Economic Area, as well as UKRAINE, GEORGIA 
and SAN MARINO align themselves with this statement.   

 

* The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Albania continue to be 

part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 

 

Putin visits Austria:  Will leaders stand up for religious 
freedom and other human rights? 

Press Release: FOREF and HRWF call upon the President and the Chancellor of 

Austria to raise the issues of religious freedom and human rights in Russia 
 

FOREF/ HRWF (04.05.2018) - When Russian President Vladimir Putin meets with 

President of the Republic Austria of Austria Alexander Van der Bellen and Federal 

Chancellor Sebastian Kurz on 5 June 2018, will they express concern about deteriorating 
human rights in Russia, and use Austria’s influence for the better? 

 

Two international human rights organizations with special focus on the freedom of 

religion are appealing to the President and Chancellor to do so.  The Forum for Religious 
Freedom – Europe  (FOREF, Vienna) and Human Rights Without Frontiers (Brussels) both 

closely monitor human rights and religious freedom conditions in the Russian Federation. 

 

“Russia has moved into the vanguard of authoritarian states that infringe on the freedom 

of religion and conscience, fundamental human rights without which equality before the 
law and democracy are impossible,” according to Dr. Aaron Rhodes, president of FOREF, 

who holds Honorary Citizenship in Austria.  

 

“Austria cannot have business as usual with Russia without engaging in the most 
egregious moral hypocrisy,” he said. 

 

Russia’s ban on the Jehovah’s Witnesses had made criminals of 170,000 peaceful citizens 

and subjected them to vandalism and other abuse by others. 
 

The ban is apparently part of a comprehensive project to suppress minority religions, 

undertaken in concert with the Russian Orthodox Church, and with the aim of protecting 

the “feelings” of members of the Orthodox Community. 
 

Willy Fautré, President of Human Rights Without Frontiers, said, “Numerous Jehovah’s 

Witnesses have been jailed, some for months; the authorities have conducted around 30 

police raids and have launched 20 criminal investigations. 

 
“This is an unprecedented assault on the freedom of religion by a member of the Council 

of Europe, and one seeking economic and political partnership with Austria and other 

European countries; who will hold Putin accountable?” he added.  

 
Russia’s illegal restrictions on religious freedom, while violating human rights and Rule of 

Law principles, are creating conflict and instability in the society.  Muslim communities 

have come under pressure from “anti-terrorism” legislation and practices. 

 
The Russian Federation, under President Putin’s rule, has cracked down on all 

fundamental rights and freedoms, in addition to the freedom of religion.  There is 

virtually no freedom of expression in the mass media, while citizens are subjected to 
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state controlled propaganda.  Numerous independent journalists have been murdered.  

The government has made the work of independent human rights organizations almost 

impossible.  Russia has invaded a neighboring country and annexed part of its territory 

and threatened members of the European Union.  Critical political voices have been 
jailed, and elections are managed Soviet-style.  Citizens peacefully protecting these 

policies have been beaten and jailed.    

 

To undertake business deals with the Russian Federation without exercising leverage to 
improve human rights conditions there would be a betrayal of the universal principles 

Austria claims to uphold, the two human rights groups insisted. 

 

For more information and interviews: 
 

Aaron Rhodes (President, FOREF) +49-170-323-8314 

Email: aaronarhodes@gmail.com  

 

Peter Zoehrer (Executive Director, FOREF) +43 664-523-8794 
Email: foref.office@gmail.com Blog: foref-europe.org 

 

Willy Fautré (Executive Director, HRWF) +32 2 3456145 

Email: w.fautre@hrwf.net Website: http://www.hrwf.eu 
 

 

Jehovah's Witnesses view options in wake of lost appeal 

By Dmitry Marakulin 

 

Russia Religious News (03.05.2018) - https://bit.ly/2HXbl2M - On Thursday, 3 May, a 

city court of St. Petersburg found the decision of the Sestroretsk district court, which in 

December of last year turned property of the legal entity "Watch Tower Bible and Tract 
Society of Pennsylvania, U.S.A.," whose commercial value amounts to almost two billion 

rubles, to use by the Russian Federation to be legal and reasonable. However a 

representative of the defendants told Kommersant-SPB that he does not rule out the 

organization's appeal to courts of the U.S.A. with a lawsuit against Russia seeking 
compensation. The European Court of Human Rights has already communicated the 

appeal of the St. Petersburg Jehovah's Witnesses, which was filed last year. 

 

The appellate instance of the city court of St. Petersburg considered the appeal of the 
lawyers representing the interests of the Watch Tower Society, in which the lawyers 

request the revocation of the decision of the Sestroretsk district court, considering it to 

be illegal and unreasonable. 

 
The object of the dispute, which began late last year (when the prosecutor's office turned 

to the Sestroretsk district court of the city) was a property complex in the village of 

Solnechnoe, an elite district of the Northern Capital. It includes two parcels of land and 

14 buildings, residences and offices, worth, according to the Jehovah's Witnesses, about 

two billion rubles, including the equipment in the buildings. 
 

The prosecutor's office of Kurortny district, as Kommersant-SPB earlier reported, 

challenged in the Sestroretsk court a donation transaction and grants of real estate ( in 

the years 2000 and 2010) by the St. Petersburg Administrative Center of Jehovah's 
Witnesses in Russia, the parent organization, to the Watchtower Society, which is 

registered in the U.S.A. However, after the transfer of this property to the American legal 

entity, the St. Petersburg Jehovists continued to use it. The oversight agency, in addition, 

requested the court to convert the property in favor of the Russian Federation. 

mailto:aaronarhodes@gmail.com
mailto:foref.office@gmail.com
foref-europe.org
mailto:w.fautre@hrwf.net
http://www.hrwf.eu/
https://bit.ly/2HXbl2M
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We note that the prosecutor's office challenged the transaction only after the decision of 

the Russian Supreme Court, liquidating almost 400 Russian divisions of the Jehovah's 

Witnesses and banning the activity of this organization as extremist in April 2017, had 
taken legal effect. The Sestroretsk district court of St. Petersburg found the position of 

the monitoring agency to be reasonable and converted the property complex in the 

state's favor. 

 
Attorney Artur Leontiev, representing the interests of the American owner, suggested 

that the statute of limitations for challenging the transaction had expired and that the 

conclusion of the court of first instance about the invalidity of the transaction is 

incorrect—he said that the legal nature of the transaction is such that it does not entail a 
denial of the former owner of use of the property upon the execution of these 

transactions. 

 

In addition, as was clarified in the joint press service of the courts of St. Petersburg, the 

foreign lawyer of the society (through an interpreter) asked for a review of the appeal 
"without taking into account the political processes that are occurring between Russia 

and the U.S.A.," asserting that "God's will is in everything." According to the lawyer's 

opinion, both the activity of the organization (Jehovah's Witnesses—Kommersant-SPB) 

and its intentions conform completely with divine laws. 
 

However the St. Petersburg city court did not find any violations and in the resolution 

portion of its order published today it refused to satisfy the appeal. The reasoning portion 

of this decision will be prepared later. 
 

After the trial, Mr. Leontiev told Kommersant-SPB that he does not rule out that the 

American owner will turn to courts in the U.S.A. with a lawsuit against the Russian 

Federation for compensation for the confiscated complex. A confirmation of such 
intentions may be the appeal of the St. Petersburg Administrative Center of Jehovah's 

Witnesses in Russia to the European Court of Human Rights, which was communicated by 

the European court late last year. In their appeal, the Jehovists claim that Russia has 

violated the European convention—article 9 (freedom of thought, conscience, and 

religion), article 11 (freedom of assembly and association), and article 14 (prohibition of 
discrimination)—and article 1 of Protocol 1 to the European convention (protection of 

property). (tr. by PDS, posted 5 May 2018) 
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Five Jehovah's Witnesses behind bars 

 
Locations of the raids in Russia (JW.org) 

 

JW.org (02.05.2018) - https://bit.ly/2FHACIo - Police in at least seven cities across 

Russia have conducted aggressive raids against Jehovah’s Witnesses. In what appears to 
be a coordinated campaign, special police forces (OMON), at times wearing masks and 

carrying machine guns, raided Witnesses’ homes, pointed guns at them, and detained 

both young and old for interrogations. 

 
Over the past year, authorities have launched at least ten criminal investigations and 

jailed five Witness men, including Dennis Christensen, who has been in pretrial detention 

since May 25, 2017. Another Witness, 69-year-old Arkadya Akopyan, is currently on trial 

in the Republic of Kabardino-Balkaria. All could face prison sentences of from two to ten 

years merely for meeting together for worship. 
 

On April 20, 2017, the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation banned the 

Administrative Center of Jehovah’s Witnesses and all 395 of the Witnesses’ local legal 

entities. During the Supreme Court hearing, the Russian government claimed that 
although it was liquidating the legal entities of Jehovah’s Witnesses, individual Witnesses 

would be free to practice their faith. However, the government’s claim is inconsistent 

with its actions. 

 
Now that Russian authorities have successfully liquidated the legal entities of Jehovah’s 

Witnesses and have begun confiscating the Witnesses’ properties, they are turning their 

attack and focusing on people and their worship. It is now becoming a criminal offense 

for the over 175,000 of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Russia to practice their faith. 

 
Witnesses currently in pretrial detention: 

 

 Dennis Christensen, aged 45, Oryol, detained since May 25, 2017, and ordered to 

remain jailed until August 1, 2018. 
 Valentin Osadchuk, aged 42, Vladivostok, detained since April 19, 2018, and 

ordered to remain jailed until June 20, 2018. 

 Viktor Trofimov, aged 61, Polyarny, detained since April 18, 2018, and ordered to 

remain jailed until June 12, 2018. 
 Roman Markin, aged 44, Polyarny, detained since April 18, 2018, and ordered to 

remain jailed until June 11, 2018. 

https://bit.ly/2FHACIo
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 Anatoliy Vilitkevich, aged 31, Ufa, detained since April 10, 2018, and ordered to 

remain jailed until June 2, 2018. 

 

Locations of the ten criminal investigations: Belgorod, Shuya, Prohladniy, Mayskiy, 
Kemerovo, Polyarny, Oryol, Ufa, and Vladivostok. 

 

Campaign of terror begins for Jehovah's Witnesses in 
Russia 

JW.org (02.05.2018) - https://bit.ly/2FHACIo - Since January 2018, law-enforcement 

officers have targeted Jehovah’s Witnesses with increasing frequency. 

 

April 20, 2018, Shuya, Ivanovo Region: Law-enforcement officers searched the 

homes of four Witnesses. The officers took Dmitry Mihailov to the police station, placed 
him in custody, and later released him. The authorities opened a criminal investigation 

and charged him under Article 282.2(2) of the Criminal Code with ‘participating in the 

activity of an extremist organization.’ He is not allowed to travel outside of Shuya until 

further notice. 
 

April 19, 2018, Vladivostok: Police and the Federal Security Service (FSB) raided an 

apartment and took Valentin Osadchuk and three elderly women to the police station for 

interrogation. The authorities charged Mr. Osadchuk under 282.2(2) of the Criminal 
Code, which carries a prison sentence of two to four years, and put him in pretrial 

detention. On April 23, the Frunzenskiy District Court ordered to keep Mr. Osadchuk in 

pretrial detention until June 20, 2018. He is currently being detained at Investigation 

Prison No. 1 in Vladivostok. 

 
April 18, 2018, Polyarny, Murmansk Region: Late in the evening, police and masked 

OMON officers carrying machine guns broke through the door of Roman Markin’s home. 

Officers forced him to the floor at gunpoint. His teenage daughter, on seeing the armed 

officers, immediately dropped to the floor and covered her head with her arms. The 
police searched the premises, after which they took Mr. Markin to the police station and 

placed him in pretrial detention. 

 

That same evening, police searched the homes of 14 other Witnesses in the area and 
confiscated cell phones, electronic tablets, and other personal belongings. Police then 

took the Witnesses to the police station for interrogation. Local authorities initiated a 

criminal case against Mr. Markin, as well as against another local Witness, Viktor 

Trofimov. Both were charged under Article 282.2(1) of the Criminal Code with ‘organizing 
the activity of an extremist organization.’ If convicted, they face prison sentences of from 

six to ten years. Both men remain in pretrial detention in Prison No. 1 in Murmansk. 

 

April 10, 2018, Zaton District, Ufa: Between 6:30 a.m. and 7:00 a.m., investigators 

and OMON officers raided and searched the homes of several Witnesses. During the 
searches, officers interrogated the Witnesses. In one case, an officer told one of the 

victims: “You will be let go as soon as you state that you are not a member of the 

organization of Jehovah’s Witnesses.” In another case, an officer told a victim: “We are 

ridding the earth of you.” All the Witnesses were taken to the police station for 
fingerprinting and further questioning. 

 

While raiding the home of Mr. and Mrs. Khafizov, officers pointed their weapons at the 

couple and began searching the premises. After the search, a policeman grabbed Mrs. 
Khafizova by the arm, shoved her into the police car, and took her to the station for 

interrogation. Mr. Khafizov is not one of Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

 

https://bit.ly/2FHACIo
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Officers raided the home of Anatoliy Vilitkevich and arrested him. They told his wife that 

she would not see her husband “for a long time.” Authorities have charged him under 

Article 282.2(1) of the Criminal Code with ‘organizing the activity of an extremist 

organization’ and are holding him in pretrial detention until June 2, 2018. If convicted, he 
faces up to ten years in prison. 

 

March 2018, Oryol: In addition to the ongoing criminal case of Dennis Christensen, the 

authorities initiated a second criminal investigation against another Witness, Sergey 
Skrynnikov, following the searches of seven homes in Oryol in May 2017. Mr. Skrynnikov 

has not yet been indicted. He is being charged under Article 282.2(2) with ‘participating 

in the activity of an extremist organization.’ If convicted, he faces a prison sentence of 

two to four years. 
 

February 7, 2018, Belgorod: Large groups of law-enforcement officers raided at least 

ten homes of the Witnesses. The officers forcibly threw several of the homeowners to the 

floor or pinned them to the wall. The police searched the homes and confiscated 

electronic devices, passports, photographs, and money. They then took all the Witnesses 
to the police station, interrogated them, and released all of them except Anatoly 

Shalyapin and Sergei Voikov. Police detained the two men for 48 hours before finally 

releasing them. However, both men are not allowed to travel outside of Belgorod. 

 
January 23, 2018, Kemerovo: Police raided and searched 12 homes of the Witnesses 

and confiscated all electronic devices, religious literature, and many documents. Prior to 

the raids, a man pretending to be one of Jehovah’s Witnesses had attended the 

Witnesses’ meetings and secretly recorded them and then gave the recordings to the 
police. Based on these recordings, the authorities initiated a criminal investigation. 

 

Supreme Court ruling potentially separates families 

 
Beyond these disproportionate police and FSB actions, Russian authorities have decreed 

that the State can seize children of Jehovah’s Witnesses for “resocialization.” On 

November 14, 2017, the Supreme Court Plenum of the Russian Federation ruled, in 

Resolution No. 44, that parents may be “deprived of parental rights by a court” if they 

involve their children in a religious organization that has been banned as “extremist.” 
 

On November 23, 2017, the Ministry of Education and Science issued a nationwide 

“recommendation” calling for the “resocialization” of children exposed to “religious-

extremist . . . ideology.” The Ministry singled out just two groups of children—those of 
ISIS members and those of Jehovah’s Witnesses. It noted that “tens of thousands of 

children and adolescents” have parents who are Jehovah’s Witnesses. No Witness 

children have been taken from their parents so far. 

 
Where does the campaign of terror end? 

 

No other member state of the Council of Europe has initiated such a severe attack on a 

peaceful religious minority. Jehovah’s Witnesses in Russia can no longer meet openly for 

worship or to read and study the Bible. To avoid arrest and criminal prosecutions, they 
must worship in secret, as they had to do during the Soviet era. 

 

Jehovah’s Witnesses worldwide are deeply concerned about their fellow believers in 

Russia and what this government-sponsored campaign will mean for them emotionally, 
spiritually, and physically. Philip Brumley, General Counsel for Jehovah’s Witnesses, 

stated: “The Russian government should stop these abuses and abide by its international 

commitments to respect human rights and religious freedom. Now that the authorities 

have shifted from attacking the Witnesses’ legal entities to imprisoning individuals, what 
is next for Jehovah’s Witnesses in Russia?” 
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A second Jehovah's Witness behind bars 
 

HRWF (29.04.2018) - On 10 April 2018, police came to the home of 32-year-old Anatoliy 

Vilitkevich and took him into custody, accusing him of organizing the activity of an 
extremist organization. Vilitkevich was merely considering Bible-based publications with a 

small group of others who also were subjected to searches. 

  

Two days later, the Leninskiy District Court of Ufa (Republic of Bashkortostan, Russia), 
ruled to keep Anatoliy in pre-trial detention for 1 month and 22 days, that is, until June 

2, 2018.  Anatoliy faces up to 10 years imprisonment.   

  

Anatoliy is the first Russian citizens JW to be held in detention since the Supreme Court's 

banning decision of 20 April 2017. 
  

It is unclear why JWs in Ufa are suddenly being targeted, but authorities claim to have 

"volumes" of information against the local Witnesses. 

  
The legal team for Anatoliy filed an appeal regarding his detention on 16 April but it was 

denied three days later. 

 

Dennis Christensen in prison since May 2017 
 

On May 25, 2017, heavily armed police officers and agents of the Federal Security 

Service (FSB) disrupted a peaceful weekly religious service of Jehovah's Witnesses in 

Oryol, Russia. Since authorities there had liquidated the Oryol Local Religious 
Organization (LRO) in June 2016 on extremism charges, they alleged that the 

congregation's religious services were continuing the activity of an extremist 

organization. 

 

The prosecutor initiated criminal charges against Dennis Christensen, one of the elders in 
the Oryol Congregation, for his role in the congregation's religious services. The 

Sovietskiy District Court ordered that Mr. Christensen be held in pretrial detention. His 

trial is currently ongoing. 

 
250 violations of the rights of JW in 1 year 

  

Since the Russian Supreme Court ruled to ban the activities of Jehovah's Witnesses a 

year ago (20 April 2017), there have been at least 250 violations of the rights of 
Jehovah's Witnesses in Russia, including attacks, vandalism, and other kinds of 

discrimination. Seventeen of their properties have been confiscated, and lawsuits have 

been launched to seize another 52 properties. 

  

These most recent raids represent a serious escalation of state-sponsored human rights 
abuse, reminiscent of Soviet era repression and Nazi persecution experienced by minority 

groups in the early days of these former regimes. Without international awareness, it can 

be expected that this situation will increase in both severity and frequency in the days 

ahead. 

 

Oryol: Trial of Danish Jehovah's Witness Dennis 
Christensen continues 

Victoria Arnold 
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Forum18 (27.04.2018) - http://forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373 - The trial of 

Danish Jehovah's Witness Dennis Ole Christensen (born 18 December 1972) began at 

Oryol's Railway District Court on 26 February. There have been five hearings so far, the 

latest on 25 April. Judge Aleksei Rudnev has scheduled further hearings on 14, 15, 16, 
28, 29, and 30 May. 

 

Prosecutors accuse Christensen of "continuing the activities" of the banned and liquidated 

Oryol Jehovah's Witness community, and have charged him under Article 282.2, Part 1 
("Organisation of the activities of a banned extremist organisation") (see F18News 20 

February 2018 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2355). 

 

Jehovah's Witnesses maintain that the ban on their activities (nationwide from July 2017, 
in several towns beforehand as a result of local liquidations) does not amount to a 

prohibition of their faith, and that they retain the right under the Russian Constitution to 

pray together. 

 

Christensen's lawyer Viktor Zhenkov told the court on 23 April that the defence intends 
to seek clarification as to "what should be considered the consequences of liquidation of a 

legal entity, and what is the inviolable human right to freedom of religion". 

 

The case materials come to 2,500 pages, according to the jw-russia.org news website, 
which is administered from outside Russia. Court proceedings have been twice adjourned 

(on 26 February and 3 April) to allow Christensen more time to familiarise himself with 

the evidence against him (previously, Oryol's Soviet District Court had limited him to two 

weeks). 
 

Prosecutors complained at the 3 April hearing that asking for more time was "an 

intentional drawing out of proceedings", jw-russia.org reported on 9 April. Judge Rudnev, 

however, agreed to the defence request and granted Christensen six more meetings with 
his translator. The judge refused, however, to allow the defence team to view the 

prosecution's material evidence (video recordings, photographs, and items seized in 

searches). 

 

As the trial proceeds, Christensen remains in custody at Investigation Prison No. 1 in 
Oryol. On 22 February, Judge Rudnev extended his detention period to 1 August 2018. 

Danish Embassy officials, who have been in contact with Christensen, report that he is in 

good health and has not been mistreated in the prison. 

 
On 27 March, Christensen was added to the Rosfinmonitoring "List of Terrorists and 

Extremists". This means that his bank accounts have been frozen and no transactions 

worth more than 10,000 Roubles per month are allowed. 

 
When Judge Rudnev asked Christensen on 23 April if he understood the accusations 

against him, Christensen responded that he understood only partially, since the charge 

was "formulated so broadly", the European Association of Jehovah's Witnesses told 

Forum 18 on 24 April. 

 
Lawyer Anton Bogdanov pointed out that the indictment "does not contain the essence of 

the charge, or a description of the places and times of the commission of the alleged 

criminal actions or of methods, consequences, or other significant circumstances, without 

which it is impossible to issue a judicial decision". 
 

On 24 April, the court began questioning witnesses. This will be followed by the 

questioning of Christensen himself, then the final arguments from prosecution and 

defence, the European Association of Jehovah's Witnesses explained. 
 

http://forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2355
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Police and FSB security service operatives arrested Christensen at a Bible study meeting 

on 25 May 2017. Video footage posted online by local news site Orlovskiye Novosti shows 

armed personnel in body armour and balaclavas, accompanied by others in civilian 

clothes, entering a Kingdom Hall. The congregation inside was prevented from leaving 
while officers searched the building. Interrogations and searches of people's homes 

continued into the following morning, Jehovah's Witnesses reported (see F18News 22 

June 2017 http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2290). 

 
The registered Jehovah's Witness organisation in Oryol was ruled "extremist" and ordered 

liquidated in June 2016. Christensen's prosecution is derived from this local ban, and not 

the nationwide prohibition on Jehovah's Witness activities, which came into force in July 

2017, after the case against him was initiated. 

 

 

Prokhladny: Trial of Jehovah's Witness Anatolya Akopian 

continues 

Victoria Arnold 
 

Forum18 (27.04.2018) - http://forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373 - The 70-year-

old Jehovah's Witness elder Anatolya Akopovich Akopyan has so far undergone sixteen 

hearings in his trial at Prokhladny City Court in the North Caucasus region of Kabardino-
Balkariya, according to court records. The latest of these took place on 15 March, when 

Judge Oleg Golovashko ordered further "expert analysis". 

 

Akopyan has been charged under Article 282, Part 1 ("Actions directed at the incitement 

of hatred [nenavist] or enmity [vrazhda], as well as the humiliation of an individual or 
group of persons on the basis of sex, race, nationality, language, origin, attitude to 

religion, or social group") (see F18News 20 February 2018 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2355). 

 
Prosecutors accuse Akopyan of giving sermons which "degraded the dignity" of Orthodox 

and Muslim clergy, condoning Pussy Riot's demonstration in the Cathedral of Christ the 

Saviour in Moscow in 2012, and giving banned "extremist" literature to his community. 

 
The case against Akopyan is based on the testimony of five witnesses who are not 

member of the Jehovah's Witnesses, but who claim to have attended meetings at which 

they heard the allegedly extremist sermons and were given banned texts to distribute. 

This is despite the fact that their mobile phone records show that they were nowhere 
near the Jehovah' Witnesses' building at the times in question, defence lawyers have 

claimed. 

 

Expert Irina Balova, who analysed the statements allegedly made by Akopyan, gave 

evidence at hearings on 14 and 15 March, the jw-russia.org news website reported on 20 
March. Judge Golovashko found shortcomings in this testimony, including the fact that 

Balova had ignored the absence of a punctuation mark which could give a sentence an 

entirely different meaning. At the request of defence lawyers, he decided to appoint a 

new expert for a fresh psycho-linguistic examination. 
 

If convicted, Akopyan may receive the following possible punishments: a fine of 300,000 

to 500,000 Roubles; or 2 to 3 years' income; or compulsory labour (prinutdelnaya 

rabota) for 1 to 4 years with a ban on working in one's profession for up to 3 years; or 2 
to 5 years' imprisonment. 

 

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2290
http://forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2373
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2355
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Akopyan remains under travel restrictions, but has not been placed on the 

Rosfinmonitoring "List of Terrorists and Extremists" as of 27 April. 

 

FSB starts detaining Jehovah’s Witnesses on Kola, 
dozens flee to Finland 

Criminal cases are initiated after FSB and Rosgvardia raided six addresses in the 

closed navy town of Polyarny. 

 
By Thomas Nilsen 

 

The Independent Barents Observer (20.04.2018) - https://bit.ly/2Hn4u2i - Last April, a 

ruling by Russia’s Supreme Court banned all Jehovah’s Witnesses organizations 

throughout the country, arguing the religious group to be extremist. 
 

On Friday, Murmansk regional authorities’ newspaper Murmanski Vestnik reports about 

raids made by FSB and the National Guard of Russia (Rosgvardia) in Polyarny on the Kola 

Peninsula. 
 

Two local residents were detained under suspicions of being members of the 

administrative centre of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Russia, organizing teaching and meetings 

where reading of banned religious literature took place. Searches were carried out at six 
addresses in Polyarny.     

 

The town is home to a naval yard and several of the diesel-powered submarines and 

other warships of the Northern Fleet have Polyarny as homeport. 

 
The extremist law banning Jehovah’s Witnesses in Russia provides for a maximum 

sentences of 6 to 10 years in jail. 

 

Meanwhile, a wave of practicing Jehovah’s Witnesses are fleeing Russia. More than a 
thousand people are now seeking asylum in several European countries, including 

Finland, the newspaper Helsingin Sanomat reported earlier this winter. 

  

«It all started last summer, and that’s when the first Witnesses sought asylum in Finland, 
spokesperson Veikko Leininen with the organization’s Finnish branch told the newspaper. 

 

«Many dozens at least are still to come,» he said. 

 
Press adviser Therese Bergwitz-Larsen with the Norwegian Directorate of Immigration 

(UDI) can’t go into details about particular reasons for asylum seekers coming to 

Norway. 

 

«Unfortunately, we can’t say anything in general on the background for reasons to apply 
for asylum, since the number [from Russia] is so small,» Bergwitz-Larsen tells the 

Barents Observer. 

 

Statistics from UDI show that 15 persons came from Russia the first three months this 
year. In 2017, 58 Russian asylum seekers came to Norway. 

 

In Russia, the number of Jehovah’s Witnesses are estimated to about 175,000. That be, 

before the organization was declared extremist. Viewed with skepticism for denying 
military service, voting and refusal to take blood, the members are seen as both a threat 

to themselves, their children and public safety. 

 

https://bit.ly/2Hn4u2i
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Also during Soviet times, the Witnesses were persecuted.    

 

Human Right Watch recently called on Russian authorities to drop charges against Danish 

citizen Dennis Christensen adherent for practicing his faith. Christensen has been in 
pretrial custody for 11 months in the town of Orel. Human Right Watch argues that 

Russia is a member of Council of Europe and  a party to the European Convention on 

Human Rights, and therefor is obligated to protect the rights to freedom of religion and 

association. 

 

Protestant churches have difficulties regarding their 
houses of worship 

 

Slavic legal center discusses threats of confiscation of land from believers and 
demolition of buildings 

 

  

Russia Religious News (07.04.2018) - https://bit.ly/2qiGin9 - A round table was held in 
the Slavic Legal Center on 5 April 2018, devoted to accusations of misuse of parcels of 

land by religious associations. Lawyers of leading religious organizations participated in 

the discussion. 

 
The leader of the round table, attorney Vladimir Riakhovsky, who is a member of the 

Council on Human Rights under the Russian president, noted that following on cases of 

illegal missionary activity on the basis of the Yarovaya Law in dozens of Russian regions, 

a new category of cases has appeared. Agencies of government have made charges 

against believers and religious organizations about alleged misuse of parcels of land on 
which is located a residential building that in the opinion of representatives of the 

government is a "liturgical building." In Vladimir Riakhovsky's opinion, this is a kind of 

"trick," since there are no legal cases against owners of the residence for its use for 

religious needs. This would be contradictory to the law on freedom of conscience, which 
in article 16 says that worship services may be conducted without hindrance in 

residential premises also. Each religious association itself has the right to determine what 

is within the bounds of its creed and other internal conditions—a ritual or a ceremony or 

a worship service. Inspecting authorities sometimes seek the demolition of residential 
buildings that are being used in the capacity of a house of worship, but the grounds for 

this are unregistered documents and as a result the building is viewed as an 

unauthorized structure (in this way, in March a house of worship of Pentecostals was 

demolished in Novorossiisk, and there is a similar case in Abinsk). 
 

In the opinion of attorney Vladimir Riakhovsky, the legal position is mistaken according 

to which civil law agreements between the owner of a residential building and a religious 

organization are concluded. The attorney says that in and of itself the fact of the 

conclusion of such an agreement is an amendment of the intended use of the residential 
premises. The presence of a sign with an identification of the organization or house of 

worship of a particular confession also limits the unintended use of one or another 

residential building. There need not be any contract since the organization cannot be 

accommodated in a residential building without changing its designated use. In addition, 
a dwelling also need not be called a house of worship, since the law guarantees the 

possibility of conducting worship services in residential buildings. The only thing that 

must be is an invitation from the owner of the house for believers to conduct a worship 

service in his home. 
 

Judicial practice in various regions has shown that officials often force religious 

organizations into a difficult position. In Rostov oblast, for example, government 

https://bit.ly/2qiGin9
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agencies have presented claims regarding the use of land and dwellings against 

Adventists, Baptists, Pentecostals, and the Salvation Army. In Tula, cases have already 

been opened against three protestant religious congregations. In one region, Baptists 

were fined on the basis of the Yarovaya Law for the failure to indicate the identification 
number on a sign on a house of worship with the complete name of the organization. 

During inspections, agencies of justice themselves demand that religious organizations 

conclude a civil law agreement, and sometimes without this they do not register the 

organization, although this is illegal. Representatives of churches have been summoned 
to the Center for Combating Extremism of the M.V.D. 

 

Back in the late 1990s and 2000s, representatives of government advised believers to 

meet in residences, like in the soviet time. Religious organizations sent requests to 
administrations for allocating parcels of land for construction of houses of worship, but 

they were refused. Using residences that have been registered to believers turned out to 

be the inescapable way out for hundreds of churches, when they were not given land 

specifically for a church building and it also was impossible for a residential building to be 

reassigned for religious purposes. 
 

Numerous appeals from churches and believers have been received by the Council on 

Human Rights under the president of the Russian federation. As attorney Vladimir 

Riakhovsky emphasized, the council must deal with appeals on this topic that is acute for 
religious societies. (tr. by PDS, posted 6 April 2018) Religiia i Pravo, 5 April 2018 

 

Is it a crime to worship God? According to Russia, yes. 

Washington Post (02.04.2018) - https://wapo.st/2JboJxf - Is it a crime to worship God? 

Does government have any business dictating the answer? Those who take religious 

freedom seriously should pay close attention to the trial of Dennis Christensen, which is 

scheduled to begin Tuesday in Orel, Russia, where belief and practice of a religion are 

being criminalized. 
 

Mr. Christensen, 46, a citizen of Denmark, has been held in pretrial detention for 11 

months and is about to be tried on charges of organizing the activities of an “extremist 

organization,” the Jehovah’s Witnesses. If convicted, he could face 10 years in prison. 
Last year, the Russian Supreme Court declared the group “extremist ” and banned it 

from operating on Russian territory; there were 170,000 members in 395 branches at 

the time. The forthcoming trial of Mr. Christensen is the latest result of the court ruling. 

The Justice Ministry had earlier called the group “a threat to the rights of citizens, public 
order and public security.” 

 

How was Mr. Christensen threatening the public order and security by delivering a 

sermon on May 25, 2017, during a Jehovah’s Witnesses service in Orel, about 230 miles 
south of Moscow? The charge sheet, according to Human Rights Watch, says he was 

“actively involved in organizational work aimed at continuing the unlawful activities” of 

the group. He had apparently unlocked the building where the service was to be held. 

Police raided the service. In recent months there have been other raids and prosecutions 

in Kemerovo, Belgorod and Taganrog. 
 

In fact, the worship services of the Jehovah’s Witnesses are no more “extremist” than 

those performed by the Russian Orthodox Church, now closely aligned with President 

Vladimir Putin’s authoritarian rule. But the Jehovah’s Witnesses eschew subservience to 
the state; they refuse military service, do not vote and view God as the only true leader. 

Members of the group also suffered decades of persecution and stigmatization in the 

Soviet Union. 

 

https://wapo.st/2JboJxf
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In his recent address to the Russian Federal Assembly, Mr. Putin insisted that Russia 

“must expand freedom in all spheres” and “strengthen democratic institutions” including 
“civil society institutions . . . and courts, and also open the country to the world and to 

new ideas and initiatives.” If Mr. Putin believed what he said, he would throw out the 
arbitrary prosecution of Mr. Christensen and others so charged. He would explain to the 

courts that they should read Article 28 of the Russian Constitution, stating that everyone 

“shall be guaranteed the freedom of conscience, the freedom of religion, including the 

right to profess individually or together with other any religion or to profess no religion at 
all, to freely choose, possess and disseminate religious and other views and act according 

to them.” 

 

 

Jehovah's Witness to go on trial in Russia on extremism 
charges 

Trial beginning this 3 April 

 

RFE/RL (02.04.2018) - https://bit.ly/2IpwyhJ - Human Rights Watch (HRW) is calling on 
Russian authorities to drop the charges against a Jehovah’s Witness adherent who is set 

to go on trial this week, and to put an end to their "ruthless persecution" of the religious 

group. 

 

On April 3, a criminal court in the central Russian city of Oryol is to begin the trial of 
Dennis Christensen, a 46-year old Danish citizen who has been in pretrial custody for 

more than 10 months. 

 

If convicted on charges of "organizing activities of a religious organization that has been 
declared extremist," the accused faces up to 10 years in prison. 

 

"Russian authorities are seeking to punish a Jehovah’s Witness for exercising his right to 

practice his religion," Rachel Denber, deputy Europe and Central Asia director at HRW, 
said in a statement on April 2. 

 

Christensen "did nothing wrong and should be freed," Denber added. 

 

The Jehovah's Witness was detained on May 25 last year during a police raid on a 
worship service in Oryol. 

 

HRW said he had given a sermon during the service and unlocked the building where the 

Jehovah’s Witnesses had gathered. 
 

The New York-based human rights watchdog quoted Christensen's lawyer as saying that 

the charges against his client also stem from his participation in discussions about a 

religious publication and other actions. 
 

Jehovah's Witnesses have long been viewed with suspicion in Russia for their positions on 

military service, voting, and government authority in general. 

 
Freedom of religion is formally guaranteed in Russia but legislation sets out Orthodox 

Christianity, Islam, Judaism, and Buddhism as the country's four traditional religions, and 

smaller denominations frequently face discrimination. 

 

In April 2017, the Supreme Court labeled the Jehovah's Witnesses an extremist 
organization, ordering the seizure of its property in Russia and effectively banning 

worshippers from the country. 

https://bit.ly/2IpwyhJ
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Since then, there have been a growing number of reports of worshippers being targeted 

for harassment. 

 
"The Russian authorities' ruthless persecution of Jehovah's Witness adherents has been 

picking up steam," Denber said. "Dropping the case against Christensen would be a good 

first step toward ending the raids and other criminal cases against people who are merely 

practicing their faith." 
 

  

 

HRWF Comments 
 

See the press release of Human Rights Watch at https://bit.ly/2GQsrhs  

 

Sign our petition at https://www.change.org/p/danish-prime-minister-lars-løkke-

rasmussen-call-to-denmark-to-advocate-for-the-release-of-dennis-
christensen?utm_source=embedded_petition_view for the release of Dennis Christensen 

 

 

  

Rights advocacy organization says Russia has increased 
human rights violations 

 

  

 
Russia Religion News (01.04.2018) / RBK (30.03.2018) - https://bit.ly/2q521hE - In 

2017, Russian authorities began infringing more often the rights of adherents of religious 

sects, the majority of whom are not "destructive cults," the SOVA Center thinks. 

 
The SOVA Center for News and Analysis prepared a report (RBK possesses it) about 

problems of the exercise of freedom of conscience in Russia in 2017. In the opinion of 

experts of the center, the ban of the organization of Jehovah's Witnesses was the "most 

massive repressive action with respect to believers in all of the post-soviet period" and 
placed under threat of criminal prosecution several tens of thousands of persons. 

 

The experts of the center noted "a decrease in the level of discrimination against Muslims 

apart from the context of the struggle with extremism," while the attention of the 
government to new religious movements and protestant organizations grew. Also 2017 

was marked by a number of scandals associated with the increased activity of "Orthodox 

activists," the experts indicated. 

 

In 2017 SOVA found much less news about attacks on religious grounds than the year 
before, three as opposed to 21. At the same time, in two cases out of the three, attacks 

were committed against preachers of Jehovah's Witnesses in Moscow and vicinity. 

 

The experts found 29 cases of vandalism against religious objects, while 14 of them 
(including three arsons) were connected with Jehovah's Witnesses. Orthodox churches 

suffered another 11. In two cases, protestant churches—Lutheran and Pentecostal—were 

objects of vandalism. 

 
The report is based on the monitoring of public information (reports of law enforcement 

agencies, religious organizations, and news media), which SOVA conducts continually. 

  

https://bit.ly/2GQsrhs
https://www.change.org/p/danish-prime-minister-lars-løkke-rasmussen-call-to-denmark-to-advocate-for-the-release-of-dennis-christensen?utm_source=embedded_petition_view
https://www.change.org/p/danish-prime-minister-lars-løkke-rasmussen-call-to-denmark-to-advocate-for-the-release-of-dennis-christensen?utm_source=embedded_petition_view
https://www.change.org/p/danish-prime-minister-lars-løkke-rasmussen-call-to-denmark-to-advocate-for-the-release-of-dennis-christensen?utm_source=embedded_petition_view
https://bit.ly/2q521hE
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Closing of Jehovah's Witnesses 

 

The trend toward "antisectarian struggle" had been noticed in recent years and received 
widespread continuation in 2017. In particular, it led to the prohibition of the chief and 

regional organizations of Jehovah's Witnesses, the authors of the report note. 

 

On 20 April of last year, the Supreme Court, on the basis of a lawsuit by the Ministry of 
Justice, liquidated the administrative center of Jehovah's Witnesses in Russia and 395 

local organizations, ruling them to be extremist. The Ministry of Justice concluded after a 

series of inspections that the organizations were conducting their activity with violations 

of, among others, anti-extremist legislation. The Supreme Court agreed with its 
arguments. This decision was supported by 79% of Russians according to data of a 

survey by the Levada Center. 

 

"This decision placed tens of thousands of believers under the threat of criminal 

prosecution simply for the fact of continuing religious activity," the SOVA report notes. 
 

Employers "forced Jehovah's Witnesses to resign from work or threatened them with 

dismissal, citing their religious confession." SOVA found such cases in Tatarstan, 

Smolensk oblast, Perm territory, and the Moscow region. In Bashkiria and Rostov oblast, 
"schoolchildren were forced to give explanations regarding their faith," and the director of 

a school in Tomilino near Moscow "threatened to report to police and to transfer an eight-

year-old pupil to another form of education for the face that she sang Jehovah's 

Witnesses songs and talked about God with classmates. "In Kirov oblast two sixth grade 
sisters were expelled from class for refusing to sing a song about war for religious 

reasons," the report says. 

  

 
Hurting believers' feelings 

 

During 2017 courts issued no fewer than five sentences on the basis of part 1 of article 

148 of the Criminal Code of RF (public actions expressing clear disrespect toward society 

and conducted for the purposes of offending the religious feelings of believers). In 
particular, the blogger Ruslan Sokolovsky was convicted for "hunting Pokemons" in an 

Ekaterinburg church; Sochi resident Viktor Nochevnov, for caricatures of Christ; and a 

resident of Angarsk, for publishing a video where a wall was painted with the help of an 

Orthodox icon. 
 

Convictions were handed down for publications connected with insulting Orthodoxy on 

the basis of both the "extremist" article 282 of the Criminal Code of the RF and rules of 

the Code of Administrative Violations of Law. For example, a resident of Belgorod was 
fined for a photograph where she lights a cigarette from a candle in an Orthodox church 

and a criminal case was opened against a resident of Petropavlovsk-Kamchatka for a 

caricature of deputy Natalia Poklonskaia with a dildo in the form of Nicholas II. 

 

The protest of various "Orthodox activists" (including the National Liberation Movement 
and Forty-Forties) against the film "Matilda" by Aleksei Uchitel resulted in the use of force 

more dangerous than previously, SOVA notes. Thus, representatives of the organization 

"Christian State—Holy Rus" sent to directors of Russian movie theaters about 1,000 

letters with threats, and then they threw bottles with an inflammable mixture into the 
building where Uchitel's studio is located in St. Petersburg. Activists set fire to two 

automobiles parked near the office of Uchitel's lawyer's office in Moscow and also 

distributed leaflets saying "Burn for Matilda." 
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Baptist in Russian far northeast ruled in violation of anti-
evangelism law 

Russia Religion News (26.03.2018) - https://bit.ly/2pQkT4o - In the city of Tiksi, 

according to information from the border directorate of the F.S.B. of Russia for the 

Eastern Arctic district, the prosecutor's office of Bulun district conducted an examination 

of the legality of the conduct of missionary activity by citizen K. 
 

It was established that in violation of the requirements of legislation on freedom of 

conscience and freedom of religious confession and on religious association, citizen K, in 

his apartment, arranged missionary activity about the faith of the Evangelical Christians-

Baptists, without have completed state registration of an association in accordance with 
the procedure established by law and without sending notification to the authorized 

agency about the start of his activity. At the same time, he distributed religious literature 

to persons who are not members of the aforesaid religious association. 

 
In connection with this, the prosecutor's office of the district instituted a case against the 

man concerning administrative violation of law as defined by an article of the Code of 

Administrative Violations of Law of the RF—conducting missionary activity in violation of 

the requirements of legislation on freedom of conscience and freedom of religion 
confession and on religious associations. 

 

By order of the magistrate judge of judicial district No. 7, the guilty person was held 

administratively accountable in the form of a fine of 6,000 rubles. 
 

The order has not taken legal effect and may be appealed by the parties. 

 

 

Misuse of anti-extremism legislation for religious 
persecution in February 2018 

SOVA (12.03.2018) - http://bit.ly/2pttOYw - On February 7, 2018, the Supreme Court of 

Russia introduced in the State Duma an extensive bill to amend the procedural codes. It 

includes changes to the procedures that pertain to court cases related to recognizing 

materials as extremist or recognizing information as banned. According to the Supreme 
Court’s proposal, these cases should be transferred from the civil to the administrative 

jurisdiction. The bill establishes a clear procedure for considering such cases. When 

considering a prosecutorial claim to recognize materials as extremist, a court is expected 

to involve persons, whose rights and legitimate interests may be affected by the court 
decision, in the proceedings. In addition, “in the event that a person, whose actions 

served as the reason for filing an administrative claim, has been identified,” the court 

shall involve such a person as a defendant in the case and hold them responsible for the 

legal costs. If such person has not been identified, the bill proposes involving an 
ombudsman – of the RF or of the subject of the Federation – “for giving an opinion” in 

the case. The court will be able to take “preliminary protective measures in the form of 

restricting access to extremist materials” in the course of the proceedings, and, if the 

claim is satisfied, the decision to ban these materials would go into effect immediately. 
Cases related to recognizing information as prohibited for dissemination in Russia are to 

be treated in a similar way. This change will put an end to prohibitions enacted without 

adversarial process. Another significant difference in the procedure is Roskomnadzor’s 

involvement, which becomes mandatory. We provide more details about the planned 

reform of the legal procedure in “extremism-related” cases in Russian at 
http://www.sova-center.ru/misuse/publications/2017/10/d38082/. 

 

https://bit.ly/2pQkT4o
http://bit.ly/2pttOYw
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Prosecutions against Religious Organizations and Believers 

 
  

 

On the first day of February it was reported that a criminal case under Part 2 of Article 

282.2 (participation in the activities of an extremist organization) had been opened in the 
Kemerovo Region with regard to the activities of the Kemerovo Jehovah's Witnesses 

community. The case was opened on January 19, and, as early as January 23, searches, 

guarded by Rosgvardia, were carried out at 15 locations. 

 
A few days later, reports started to appear that a case under Article 282.2 of the Criminal 

Code was opened in connection with the activities of the Jehovah's Witnesses community 

in Belgorod. The police and SOBR conducted searches in at least 16 homes of the 

believers; the residents were taken to the local department of the Ministry of Internal 

Affairs, fingerprinted and issued summonses for interrogation. Two citizens – Anatoly 
Shaliapin and Sergei Voikov – were detained for 48 hours as suspects in the case and 

later released under travel restrictions. 

 

In late February, the Investigative Committee reported a newly opened criminal case 
under Part 2 of Article 282.2 against a resident of Oryol for participation in the activities 

of a local Jehovah's Witnesses organization. According to the investigation, “the suspect, 

being a member of the local religious organization “Jehovah's Witnesses – Oryol,” 

recognized as extremist and liquidated by the court decision, took part in the religious 
meeting of the said organization on February 26, 2017, where he delivered a public 

address that contained propaganda of the superiority of the banned organization.” The 

name of the suspect has not been published. The local religious organization of Jehovah’s 

Witnesses in Oryol was recognized as an extremist by the regional court back in 2016. 
Dennis Christensen, a citizen of Denmark, has been under arrest in Oryol since May 

2017; he was charged with organizing the activities of an extremist organization. 

 

The Prosecutor’s Office of the city of Prokhladny (Kabardino-Balkaria) filed four court 

claims in February seeking to restrict access to websites that “include various sections, 
publications, magazines, books, videos, or news about the religious organization of 

Jehovah's Witnesses.” 

 

We would like to remind that the Jehovah's Witnesses Administrative Center in Russia, 
along with 395 local religious organizations, was recognized as an extremist organization 

in April 2017 by the Supreme Court of Russia. In our view, closing down Jehovah’s 

Witnesses organizations on the charges of extremism, bans against their materials and 

harassment of their community members have no legitimate justification and constitute a 
clear manifestation of religious discrimination. 

 

It became known in early February that the Zheleznodorozhny District Court of Barnaul 

received a criminal case under Article 282.2 part 1 of the Criminal Code (involving a 

person in the activities of an extremist organization), opened against a migrant from 
Central Asia, born in 1971. According to the investigation, the defendant conducted 

secret religious meetings with residents of the Altai Region in a café of Central Asian 

cuisine in Barnaul in 2015, during which he taught them “the fundamental essentials and 

tenets of the international religious extremist organization Tablighi Jamaat,” basing his 
teachings on the provisions from the literature placed on the Federal List of Extremist 

Materials, among other sources. We view the prohibition against Tablighi Jamaat as 

unfounded and consider prosecution of its supporters inappropriate as well. Tablighi 

Jamaat is engaged in peaceful propaganda of Islam. 
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In early February, a verdict against Ilshat Battalov, a follower of the Islamist radical Hizb 

ut-Tahrir party, was issued in Kazan. He was found guilty under Article 205.5 Part 1 of 

the Criminal Code (organizing the activities of a terrorist organization) and sentenced to 

17 years imprisonment in a maximum security penal colony. 
 

Adkhamdzhon Dzhuraev, arrested in 2017, was charged under Article 205.5 Part 2 

(participation in activities of an organization banned for terrorism) and Article 327 Part 3 

of the Criminal Code (use of a forged document) in Moscow. His charges include joining 
the ranks of Hizb ut-Tahrir and distributing the party materials, as well as using a fake 

passport. 

 

In the last days of February, Chelyabinsk residents Danis Abdrakhmanov and Ruslan 
Fatkullin were detained on suspicion of cooperation with Hizb ut-Tahrir; both homes were 

searched. 

 

We would like to reiterate that we view charges of terrorism against Hizb ut-Tahrir's 

followers solely on the basis of their party involvement (holding meetings, reading 
literature, etc.) as unjustified. 

 

At the end of February, the Chebarkul City Court of the Chelyabinsk Region issued a 

suspended sentence of two years' with a two-year probation period to 67-year-old 
assistant to the Imam of the Al-Amin mosque Kh. Dinmukhametov for distributing the 

brochure A Woman in Islam and in the Judeo-Christian World. The brochure was 

recognized as extremist in 2015 by the Nizhneserginsky District Court of the Sverdlovsk 

Region. 
 

According to the Prosecutor's Office, Dinmukhametov knew about this decision, but, 

nevertheless, distributed four copies of the brochure to his acquaintances without 

informing them of the ban. We believe that the ban against the brochure A Woman in 
Islam and in the Judeo-Christian World was not justified. Its author tries to show that 

Islam gives women more rights and fosters a more respectful attitude toward women 

than Judaism and Christianity; however, the text is generally written in the spirit of 

respect for these two religions. Accordingly, we believe that Dinmukhametov was 

convicted inappropriately. 
 

In February, we learned about several cases of prosecution under Article 20.29 of the 

Code of Administrative Offenses for distribution of religious materials, which, in our 

opinion, were inappropriately recognized as extremist. In Karachay-Cherkessia, the 
Zelenchuksky District Court fined local resident Zeitulla Bostanov for keeping at home the 

banned book The Life of the Prophet by Safi-ur-Rahman Al-Mubarakpuri“for the purpose 

of mass distribution.” The Malokarachaevsky District Court imposed a fine on Murat 

Bostanov, a resident of the village of Uchkeken, for possession of the book The Limit of 
the Willing [Predel Zhelayushchego] by Saleh bin Abdul-Aziz Al ash-Sheikh. In addition, 

in Moscow, the Ostankino District Court issued a fine of 102 thousand rubles to a 

bookstore for selling a novel (the Russian title is Forcibly Baptized) by 19th century rabbi 

and writer Marcus Lehmann about the fate of the Jews, who lived in the Middle Ages in 

Poland and Lithuania, and about persecution and discrimination they experiences. 

 

 

South Korean missionary convicted for illegal evangelism 

Russia Religion News (07.03.2018) — http://bit.ly/2tA6ptZ —A court in Cheliabinsk fined 

a woman citizen of South Korea who engaged in illegal missionary activity, the press 

service of the oblast prosecutor's office reported on Wednesday. 

 

http://bit.ly/2tA6ptZ


Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | Russia     

It was established that the woman organized in Cheliabinsk an unregistered religious 

organization, the "Society of World Mission—Church of God." She conducted meetings in 

a rented hall for 20 to 30 persons. There was a box here for voluntary donations by 

parishioners.  
 

New members of the group were sought on the streets and were invited to meetings by 

telephone. They also sought like-minded people among acquaintances. 

 
Information about Christian teaching was disseminated at worship services. At the same 

time, any parishioner, including herself, could deliver a sermon. 

 

A case of administrative violation of law was opened by the prosecutor's office on the 
basis of the results of an inspection in accordance with part 5 of article 5.26 of the Code 

of Administrative Violations of Law of the RF (activity aimed at disseminating information 

about one's religious confession among persons who are not members of said religious 

group, for purposes of their becoming members of the group, conducted by a foreign 

citizen). 
 

The Central district court, which considered the case, imposed on the foreign citizen a 

fine of 30 thousand rubles.  

 
The inspection of compliance with legislation on freedom of conscience and religious 

associations was conducted jointly by personnel of the prosecutor's office and police. 

 

Danish Jehovah's Witness Dennis Christensen’s custody 

extended another five months 

Stetson Russia Religion News (23.02.2018) - http://bit.ly/2GPm0Yc - The detention in 

custody of the Dane Dennis Christensen was extended until at least 1 August 2018; he 

has already been held in the investigation cell for about nine months because he 

professes the religion of the Jehovah's Witnesses. The decision on 22 February 2018 to 
extend the detention was issued by Aleksei Rudnev, a judge of the Zheleznodorozhnyi 

district court of the city of Orel. 

Meanwhile, the start of the principal hearings in the criminal case regarding Dennis 

Christensen was scheduled for 26 February 2018. He is accused of continuing the activity 
of the organization of Jehovah's Witnesses, which was liquidated by a court. In fact, 

Christensen does not have anything to do with this organization. He only exercised the 

right that is guaranteed by the constitution of the Russian federation to "everybody," 

namely the right to have religious convictions and to act in accordance with them. (tr. by 
PDS, posted 23 February 2018) 

 

Two criminal trials, three criminal investigations 

By Victoria Arnold 
 

Forum 18 (20.02.2018) - http://bit.ly/2sSher1 - The criminal trial of Danish Jehovah's 

Witness Dennis Christensen, accused of "continuing the activities of a banned extremist 

organisation", began in Oryol after nearly nine months' detention. Investigators launched 
three similar criminal investigations against Jehovah's Witnesses in Belgorod, Kemerovo 

and Oryol. Arkady Akopyan is on trial for inciting religious hatred. 

 

http://bit.ly/2GPm0Yc
http://bit.ly/2sSher1
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Investigators in two regions of Russia have initiated the first criminal cases against 

Jehovah's Witnesses for "continuing the activities of a banned extremist organisation" 

since the Supreme Court's ruling outlawing all Jehovah's Witness activity came into force 

in July 2017. Another criminal case elsewhere was initiated because of an earlier ban on 
a local Jehovah's Witness community. 

 

Mass law enforcement raids in Belgorod in southern European Russia and Kemerovo in 

Siberia resulted in detentions, house searches, interrogations, and the placing of several 
people under investigation under Criminal Code Article 282.2 ("Continuing the activities 

of a banned extremist organisation") (see below). 

 

The Investigative Committee has announced that it has opened another case against a 
Jehovah's Witness in Oryol, this time under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 2 

("Participation in the activities of a banned extremist organisation") (see below). 

 

Meanwhile, the first hearing in the trial of Danish Jehovah's Witness prisoner of 

conscience Dennis Christensen took place in Oryol on 19 February. Christensen has spent 
nearly nine months in pre-trial detention. He too faces charges under Criminal Code 

Article 282.2, Part 1, although his case derives from an earlier ban on a local community, 

not the nationwide liquidation (see below). 

 
The trial of former Jehovah's Witness leader Arkady Akopyan is continuing in Prokhladny 

in the North Caucasus. Akopyan has been charged under Criminal Code Article 282, Part 

1 ("Actions directed at the incitement of hatred [nenavist] or enmity [vrazhda], as well 

as the humiliation of an individual or group of persons on the basis of sex, race, 
nationality, language, origin, attitude to religion, or social group"). His latest hearing was 

due on 20 February. He is not under arrest, but is under restrictions at home (see 

below). 

 
Prosecutors have also long used Criminal Code Article 282.2 against Muslims who read 

the works of late Turkish theologian Said Nursi. People who meet to study his writings 

can be accused of continuing the activities of "Nurdzhular", an organisation which the 

Supreme Court banned as "extremist" in 2008 but which Muslims in Russia deny has ever 

existed. 
 

At least three Muslims who read Nursi's works are known to be on trial, two in 

Krasnoyarsk in Siberia and one in Izberbash in Dagestan. Two other men have also been 

charged, one of whom is due to appear in court in Novosibirsk soon. 
 

2017 saw the conviction of four Muslims under Article 282.2, Part 1, for alleged 

organisations of "cells" of "Nurdzhular". 

 
Banned since July 2017 

 

The Supreme Court's ruling that the Jehovah's Witness Administrative Centre be declared 

an "extremist" organisation and its activities prohibited throughout Russia came into 

force on 17 July 2017, when an appeal panel upheld the original 20 April 2017 decision. 
 

The Jehovah's Witness Administrative Centre and all 395 local communities were added 

to the Justice Ministry's list of banned "extremist" organisations, alongside violent far-

right and Islamist groups. They are also included on the Federal Financial Monitoring 
Service (Rosfinmonitoring) list of "terrorists and extremists" whose assets banks are 

obliged to freeze (though in the case of Jehovah's Witness organisations, the state has 

already seized their assets). 
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Jehovah's Witnesses are in a unique position in Russia as the only centralised religious 

organisation with a nationwide presence which has been ruled "extremist" and liquidated, 

thus losing its legal personality and forfeiting its property. 

 
Punishments 

 

Amendments to the Criminal Code in July 2016 introduced harsher penalties for 

"extremism"-related offences; if convicted, the Jehovah's Witnesses in Belgorod and 
Kemerovo (and Christensen in Oryol) could be sentenced to the following under Criminal 

Code Article 282.2: 

 

Part 1 – a fine of 400,000 to 800,000 Roubles (or two to four years' salary); or six to ten 
years' imprisonment followed by restrictions on pursuing certain jobs and activities for up 

to ten years and restrictions on freedom for one to two years; 

 

Part 2 – a fine of 300,000 to 600,000 Roubles (or two to three years' salary); compulsory 

labour for one to four years with possible restrictions on pursuing certain jobs and 
activities for two to six years; or two to six years' imprisonment followed by restrictions 

on pursuing certain jobs and activities for up to five years or restrictions on freedom for 

up to a year. 

 
For any defendant whose alleged offence took place before 20 July 2016 (such as the two 

Muslims on trial in Krasnoyarsk), earlier provisions remain in place. 

 

Belgorod: Detentions, criminal investigations 
 

Two Jehovah's Witnesses in Belgorod – Anatoly Shalyapin and Sergey Voykov – are 

under investigation for alleged offences under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 2. After 

their arrest on the evening of 7 February, the men were held for 48 hours while police 
determined whether to keep them in custody or place them under lesser restrictive 

measures. After their release, police investigators placed both men under travel 

restrictions. 

 

Police released other Jehovah's Witnesses detained at the same time after taking their 
passport details and fingerprints, although this process appears to have continued 

through the night, as the last detainee was allowed to leave only the following morning, 

according to a 9 February report on the jw-russia.org news website (which is 

administered from outside Russia). 
 

Police issued the Jehovah's Witnesses with summons to return for questioning – it 

remains unclear whether further cases will be initiated, in addition to the one against 

Shalyapin and Voykov. 
 

Those detained included a group of deaf people who had been meeting socially, 

Jehovah's Witnesses report. 

 

Police carried out simultaneous raids on 16 homes in the city on 7 February, 
accompanied by armed officers of the Special Rapid Reaction Unit (SOBR) of the National 

Guard. SOBR exists to combat organised crime and terrorism. 

 

In some cases, officers "threw people to the floor" or put them up against the wall, the 
jw-russia.org news website claimed. Jehovah's Witnesses described officers' behaviour 

during the subsequent searches as "rough" and "offensive". Police seized Bibles, 

electronic devices, passports, money, "and even photographs hanging on the wall". 

 
According to jw-russia.org, during the interrogations which began on 8 February, 

investigators asked the Jehovah's Witnesses such questions as "Do you really believe 
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that at the Last Judgment everyone will die and you will survive?" and "How do you feel 

about President Putin?" 

 

Police conducted four further searches in homes and a garage on 13 and 14 February, 
Jehovah's Witnesses told Forum 18. 

 

Twelve investigators of the police Investigative Department have been assigned to the 

case. Asked about the case on 15 February, a police spokeswoman directed Forum 18 to 
Aleksei Goncharuk, head of the information and public relations department. He told 

Forum 18 on 19 February that an official request for information must be submitted in 

writing – Forum 18 did this in the afternoon of the Belgorod working day on 19 February. 

Forum 18 is yet to receive a response. 
 

Neither Shalyapin nor Volkov yet appears on the Federal Financial Monitoring Service 

(Rosfinmonitoring) list of "terrorists and extremists", whose assets banks are obliged to 

freeze. According to Federal Tax Service records, neither was a founding member of the 

former Belgorod community of Jehovah's Witnesses. 
 

The local Jehovah's Witness religious organisation in Belgorod was ruled extremist and 

ordered liquidated by Belgorod Regional Court in February 2016 – the community's 

activities officially ceased on 8 August 2016, according to Federal Tax Service records. 
None of its former members was prosecuted, however, before the Supreme Court's 

nationwide ban came into force. 

 

Kemerovo: Raids, criminal investigations 
 

In Kemerovo, law enforcement agents raided 12 homes of Jehovah's Witnesses on the 

evening of 23 January. In some cases, according to the jw-russia.org news website, 

armed and masked SOBR officers forced their way inside and made people stand against 
the wall or lie face-down on the floor. The Investigative Committee of Kemerovo Region 

led the operation, supported by the police and SOBR. At least ten officers appeared to 

have been assigned to search each household. 

 

Officers denied the Jehovah's Witnesses' requests to make phone calls or summon a 
lawyer, the 9 February jw-russia.org report claims. Senior anti-extremism police officer 

Stanislav Shlagov allegedly responded to one such request by saying "We are not in 

America". Those whose homes were searched included elderly people, who were "in 

shock" and whose chronic health problems have been exacerbated by the experience. 
 

Investigators confiscated phones, tablets, computers and computer drives, and personal 

belongings. 

 
The raids were approved by Kemerovo's Central District Court. According to Investigative 

Committee Colonel Oksana Rybalkina's request to the court, seen by jw-russia.org, 14 

people are suspected of "continuing the activities" of Jehovah's Witnesses. 

 

The Investigative Committee opened a case under Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 2, on 
19 January, although it remains unclear how many people are now under investigation. 

 

Jehovah's Witnesses have submitted 11 appeals to Kemerovo Regional Court against 

Central District Court's granting of permission for the house searches. 
 

The Kemerovo Investigative Committee issued a statement on 1 February, claiming that 

the group "met regularly .. professed and disseminated their beliefs, including [through] 

preaching in public places and on residential premises, promoted the activity of a banned 
organisation, distributed associated literature .. and collected money for the carrying out 

of further illegal activity". 
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The books and sermons seized in the raids allegedly contained "statements that humiliate 

human dignity on the basis of attitude to religion, elements of propaganda of the 

exclusivity of one religion over another", it also claimed. 
 

Investigators are checking whether the confiscated literature is on the Federal List of 

Extremist Materials, the statement adds. They will also initiate "expert analyses" "which 

will determine the roles of the members of the prohibited association". 
 

When Forum 18 asked the Investigative Committee's Kemerovo Region branch exactly 

how many people are under criminal investigation, whether any of them are in detention 

or under house arrest, and why they were considered so dangerous that armed force was 
deemed necessary, spokeswoman Nadezhda Ananyeva directed Forum 18 to the 

Committee's federal-level office in Moscow. 

 

Forum 18 submitted the same questions to the Moscow press office on 15 February, but 

has received no response by the end of the Moscow working day on 20 February. 
 

Jehovah's Witnesses insist that they retain the right to practise their faith, despite the 

liquidation of the Administrative Centre and the prohibition on its activities. 

 
The Supreme Court decision "prohibits citizens from acting on behalf of the legal entity, 

making deals, for example, transporting literature across the border on behalf of the 

religious organisation, [or] concluding rental contracts for premises where believers 

meet", Jehovah's Witness spokesman Yaroslav Sivulsky told Open Russia's mbk.media 
news website on 11 February, "but it does not prohibit them from gathering on any 

premises, from praying, or from talking about various topics". 

 

Sivulsky added: "According to the Constitution, nobody can forbid citizens from visiting 
each other and praying to God, they cannot prohibit meetings in flats. And they were 

waiting for [the Belgorod Jehovah's Witnesses] outside their apartment doors, they 

detained them and took them away for interrogation, although the believers were acting 

within the law". 

 
Prokhladny: Trial continues 

 

The trial of seventy-year-old Jehovah's Witness elder Arkady Akopovich Akopyan is 

continuing at Prokhladny District Court in the Republic of Kabardino-Balkariya. He has 
undergone four hearings before Judge Oleg Golovashko so far in 2018, according to court 

records, with the latest on 20 February. His case is not directly related to the nationwide 

ban on Jehovah's Witnesses. 

 
Akopyan stands accused of giving sermons which "degraded the dignity" of Orthodox and 

Muslim clergy and condoned Pussy Riot's demonstration in the Cathedral of Christ the 

Saviour in Moscow in 2012. Prosecutors also claim that he distributed banned "extremist" 

literature among his congregation. 

 
The charges, under Criminal Code Article 282, Part 1, are based on the testimony of five 

witnesses (not members of the Jehovah's Witnesses), who claim that they distributed 

Jehovah's Witness literature on Akopyan's instructions and that Akopyan had criticised 

other religions in a sermon. 
 

Akopyan has appealed to the Investigative Committee to investigate these witnesses for 

false testimony, but his request has not yet been considered. 

 
Jehovah's Witnesses argue that being asked to distribute any literature after attending 

only a few meetings (as the five witnesses claimed) is "improbable in and of itself". 
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During the presentation of evidence by the defence, Akopyan's lawyers insisted that he 

did not make the speech of which he is accused. 

 
According to a 1 February report on the jw-russia.org news website, they submitted to 

the court mobile phone data which show that the alleged witnesses were nowhere near 

the building used for Jehovah's Witness worship on the date in question. 

 
Prosecutors claimed that worshippers were not allowed to bring phones to services, but 

according to Jehovah's Witnesses, "there is no ban on mobile phones", adding that 

"believers brought phones with them to worship and even broadcast the spiritual 

programme for those who were ill". 
 

Akopyan's defence team also pointed out that the prosecution witnesses incorrectly 

described the internal layout of the building and composition of the religious groups 

which held services there, and presented multiple witness statements of their own, which 

attested that those five people had never been present at worship. 
 

Akopyan's wife, Sonya Akopyan, who is not a Jehovah's Witness, also testified that her 

husband had never tried to force his religion on her or their children in the 25 years since 

he had converted. 
 

If convicted, Akopyan may receive the following possible punishments: a fine of 300,000 

to 500,000 Roubles; or 2 to 3 years' income; or compulsory labour (prinutdelnaya 

rabota) for 1 to 4 years with a ban on working in one's profession for up to 3 years; or 2 
to 5 years' imprisonment. 

 

Akopyan remains under travel restrictions, but has not been placed on the 

Rosfinmonitoring list of terrorists and extremists as of 20 February. 
 

Oryol: Christensen's trial begins 

 

Danish Jehovah's Witness Dennis Ole Christensen (born 18 December 1972) has made 

his first appearance at Oryol's Railway District Court on charges of "organising the 
activities of a banned extremist organisation" (Criminal Code Article 282.2, Part 1). 

 

His preliminary hearing took place before Judge Aleksei Rudnev on 19 February, and was 

adjourned until 21 February, according to the court website. Defence lawyers are 
applying to have some "inadmissible evidence" excluded from the case, the jw-russia.org 

news website reported on 19 February. 

 

Before trial, Christensen was permitted to acquaint himself with the case against him. 
The time he was allowed for this was, however, limited by court order, the jw-russia.org 

news website noted on 19 December 2017, and mandated to end on 25 December 2017. 

The only reason FSB security service investigators gave for making this request to the 

court was Christensen's use of an interpreter in reviewing the case materials, which 

comprise about 2,500 pages in eleven volumes. 
 

Police and FSB security service operatives arrested Christensen at a Bible study meeting 

on 25 May 2017. Video footage posted online by local news site Orlovskiye Novosti shows 

armed personnel in body armour and balaclavas, accompanied by others in civilian 
clothes, entering a Kingdom Hall. The congregation inside was prevented from leaving 

while officers searched the building. Interrogations and searches of people's homes 

continued into the following morning, Jehovah's Witnesses reported. 
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The jw-russia.org news website points out that Christensen, who is married to a Russian 

citizen and works in construction, is in Oryol for personal reasons, "not at the invitation 

of any organisation". 

 
The registered Oryol Jehovah's Witness community was ruled "extremist" and ordered 

liquidated in June 2016. Christensen's prosecution is derived from this local ban, and not 

the nationwide prohibition on Jehovah's Witness activities, which came into force in July 

2017, after the case against him was initiated. 
 

Christensen has not been added to the Rosfinmonitoring list of "terrorists and extremists" 

as of 20 February. 

 
Oryol: New criminal investigation 

 

The Oryol Region Investigative Committee has announced that it has opened another 

case against a Jehovah's Witness in Oryol, this time under Criminal Code Article 282.2, 

Part 2 ("Participation in the activities of a banned extremist organisation"). 
 

According to the 20 February statement, the accused person "took part in the holding of 

a religious gathering of [Jehovah's Witnesses], where he made a public speech containing 

propaganda of the banned organisation". Investigators are now engaged in "establishing 
all the circumstances of the crime committed", the statement concludes. 

 

This case also appears to be derived from Oryol Regional Court's ban on the local 

Jehovah's Witness community, rather than the nationwide liquidation, as the alleged 
offence took place on 26 February 2017, according to the Investigative Committee.  

 

 

 ‘Extremist’ identified after five women killed in 
Dagestan church attack 

 

World Watch Monitor (19.02.2018) - http://bit.ly/2C9Gi0g - Authorities in one of the 

least stable parts of Russia have identified the suspected gunman who killed five women 

at a church yesterday (18 February) before being shot dead by security forces. 
 

The mayoral office in Kizlyar, in the restive and ethnically diverse region of Dagestan, 

named the assailant as Khalil Khalilov, 22. 

 
An unnamed law-enforcement source quoted by the Russian state news agency, TASS, 

said the gunman was a local man suspected of having ties to “extremist” organisations. 

 

The Islamic State (IS) group claimed responsibility for the attack in a statement but 

provided no evidence to support the claim. 
 

Four were killed in the church and one died later in hospital after a man carrying a knife 

and a hunting rifle opened fire on worshippers at a Russian Orthodox church, TASS 

reported. Officials said five others were injured in the attack, one of them seriously. 
Three of the injured were Russian National Guard troops. 

 

A local priest named as Fr. Pavel told local news media the gunman shouted “Allahu 

akbar” (“Allah is the greatest”) and began firing as worshippers were leaving an 
afternoon service. 

 

http://bit.ly/2C9Gi0g
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“We had finished the Mass and were beginning to leave the church,” Fr. Pavel was quoted 

as saying on the Russian RBK website. “A bearded man ran toward the church shouting 

‘Allahu Akbar’ and killed the people.” 

 
Members of the congregation said they prevented more people from being injured by 

closing the church door and stopping the attacker from entering the building. 

 

Worshippers had just finished attending a Mass to mark Maslenitsa, the last few days 
before the beginning of Lent. 

 

Russian Orthodox Patriarch Kirill condemned the attack as an attempt to stir up division 

between Muslims and Christians. “The patriarch considers this heinous crime on the 
Great Lent eve as a provocation aimed at sparking hostilities [between] Orthodox 

believers and Muslims who have been living side by side in peace in the Caucasus for 

centuries,” he said. 

 

Dagestan, a republic of Russia, is part of the North Caucasus, where a very conservative 
form of Islam has gained prominence over the traditional Sufi Islam practised there. 

According to Open Doors’ World Watch List of countries in which it is most difficult to live 

as a Christian, Christians in Dagestan and neighbouring Chechnya face pressure, most 

notably converts from Islam, who are commonly viewed as traitors for abandoning Islam 
in favour of the faith associated with the Russian “enemy” in the region’s decades-long 

guerrilla war. 

 

A 2013 report written by Chatham House found that Islamic extremism in Central Asia 
and the Caucasus was increasing and likely to continue to do so, in part thanks to the 

disillusionment of some Muslims who felt victimised by the West and believed themselves 

to be subjected to a “grand conspiracy against the Muslim world”. 

 

 

Restrictions to religious freedom and freedom of 

expression in practice 

 
Construction of Pentecostal church hits snag: Application for a liturgical building 

rejected in Perm 
 

 

By Dmitry Vladimirov 

  
Russia Religion News (19.02.2018) / Gulliver (13.02.2018) - http://bit.ly/2Ca07EL - On 

12 February, the Commission for Land Use and Construction rejected an application of 

the religious organization of the Missionary Center of Christians of Evangelical Faith 

"Youth with a Mission" for granting permission in a Zh-2 zone (medium-story residential 
construction) for the use of "liturgical buildings and structures" on a parcel of 1,900 

square meters at the address 6 Superfosfatnaia St. in Ordzhonikidze district. 

  

Moreover this was not the first time this happened: in late December 2017 members of 

the commission responded coolly to the idea of any religious construction in the middle of 
a planned residential district, and the question was postponed. Now the commission 

completely refused to satisfy the application. 

  

http://bit.ly/2Ca07EL
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As was explained at the session, previously a "Friendship" children's club was located 

here and the evangelicals acquired the territory and the remaining dilapidated (this was 

especially noted at the session-ed.) building in 2007. 

  
The general opinion at the session was that this organization is a "dark horse," which had 

not provided any clear explanations of what would be built there in the event of a 

positive decision. 

  
The result was that a majority of members declared that they opposed an "exotic" use of 

the territory within a residential district. 

  

The chairman of the commission, a deputy head of the city administration, Viktor Ageev, 
advised the applicant to first obtain the support of the local population, and if this 

happens then theoretically it would be possible to return to the question. (tr. by PDS, 

posted 15 February 2018) 

  

  
Norwegian Jehovah's Witnesses try to prevent confiscation of house of worship 

  

Russia Religion News (13.02.2018) / SOVA Center - http://bit.ly/2ok8EM1 - On 13 

February it became known that a Norwegian organization of Jehovah's Witnesses turned 
to the city court of Petrozavodsk. The "Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of the 

Kingdom of Norway" had acquired a building on Pervomaisk Prospect in 1998 and 

donated it in 2007 to Russian Jehovah's Witnesses, who transferred it to Finnish fellow 

believers in 2017. 
  

The Norwegian organization insists that if the donation agreement of 2017 were to be 

ruled invalid, then the donation agreement of 1998 (sic-2007?) also should be found to 

be invalid, and that means that the Norwegian organization again becomes the owner of 
the building. The court admitted the "Watchtower Bible and Tract Society" of Norway to 

participation in the trial in the capacity of a third person. (tr. by PDS, posted 13 February 

2018) 

  

 
Prosecutions for anti-religious statements 

  

Sova Center (13.02.2018) - http://bit.ly/2EGqLH4 - In mid-January, the magistrate court 

in Sochi dismissed the criminal case against Viktor Nochevnov, previously convicted 
under Article 148 part 1 of the Criminal Code (insulting the feelings of believers) due to 

the statute of limitations. Nochevnov was sentenced to a fine of 50 thousand rubles in 

August 2017, but, in October, the district court annulled the verdict and sent the case for 

a new trial. The Sochi resident faced charges for sharing a series of cartoon images of 
Jesus Christ on a social network. We opposed the criminal prosecution against 

Nochevnov. In our opinion, the formula "insulting the feelings of believers", which has no 

legal meaning, should be removed from the Criminal Code altogether. 

  

We learned in late January that, back in September 2017, musician Daniil Sukachyov of 
Novgorod was fined 30 thousand rubles under Article 5.26 part 2 of the Code of 

Administrative Offenses (desecration of religious objects), and the district court 

confirmed the relevant decision of the magistrate in November. Sukachyov published on 

VKontakte a video set to the song of the Polish black metal band Batushka [Father], 
which used video of Orthodox worship, edited with addition of various superimposed 

effects (flames, smoke, etc.). We view the prosecution of the Novgorod resident as 

inappropriate - he did not create a video, but only posted it on the social network page; 

in addition, no actual religious objects were desecrated even in the process of creating 
the video.  

 

http://bit.ly/2ok8EM1
http://bit.ly/2EGqLH4
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82% of Russians consider unacceptable jokes about the Church 

 

Interfax (19.02.2018)  - http://bit.ly/2FdVKXT - Overwhelming majority of Russians 
(82%) believe it unacceptable to make jokes about the Church no matter what are the 

circumstances, the VTsIOM (the Russian Public Opinion Research Center) reports. 

 

The poll showed that Russians also do not accept jokes about Russian history, the USSR, 
Russian Empire (70%), national peculiarities and traditions of various peoples (65%), 

Russian historical personalities who have passed away (64%), Russian military forces 

(62%). 

 
Most part of respondents believe it acceptable to laugh at Russia's economic and social 

problems (53%) and acting authorities in general (54%). 

 

The poll was held on February 9-10 among 2000 respondents. 

 

 

Orthodox Christian anti-cult activist accused of targeting, 
harassing leading Hindu guru 

By Cristina Maza 
 

News Week (06.02.2018) - http://bit.ly/2C1WJar - Popular Hindu religious leader Shri 

Prakash Ji said his life in Russia drastically worsened during the past three years due to 

systematic harassment and threats from followers of an Orthodox Christian anti-cult 

activist. 
 

Shri, who goes by the name Guru Ji, had been living peacefully in Russia since 1990, first 

as a medical student and then as a spiritual leader. He started a family in Russia and his 

three children, who are between the ages of 18 and 23, were all born in Moscow. 
 

But three years ago, he caught the attention of anti-cult activist Alexander Dvorkin, a 

man human rights groups said harasses members of any religion that competes with 

Russia’s Orthodox Church. Ever since, Guru Ji said he and his family have been the 
targets of a smear campaign that culminated in November, when police raided his 

spiritual center and his home. 

 

“They searched the center, and they searched my home, where my family was. They are 
sending fake journalists to my office. People come to me, they pretend to be a follower, 

and then they film me. Every week they are doing something,” Guru Ji told Newsweek. 

 

“I’m starting to wonder how I can live here with my family. There are so many nationalist 

elements here, and my daughter is going to school, every day we are worried. They call 
and threaten us, they say I should leave Russia,” he continued. 

 

Guru Ji’s lawyer, Kaloy Akhilgov, said Dvorkin’s followers have filed false statements with 

the police saying that Guru Ji is guilty of economic crimes. So far, no charges have been 
pressed.  

 

Guru Ji said that every day hundreds of people visit his spiritual center, which is located 

approximately 17 miles outside of Moscow. Yoga and meditation have experienced a 
cultural revival in Russia, just as they have in many parts of the West. 

 

http://bit.ly/2FdVKXT
http://bit.ly/2C1WJar
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In Russia, Orthodox Christianity has fused with Russian nationalism under the watchful 

eye of Russian President Vladimir Putin.   

 

In this context, religious activists like Dvorkin have risen to positions of prominence. In 
2009, the U.S. Commission on Religious Freedom’s annual report noted that Dvorkin had 

been named the chairman of a new government-linked body called the Expert Religious 

Studies Council, which was given wide powers to investigate religious organizations in 

Russia. 
 

“The Expert Religious Studies Council’s new chairman, Alexander Dvorkin, is Russia’s 

most prominent anti-cult activist, and he lacks academic credentials as a religion 

specialist,” the report notes. “Observers are concerned that under Dvorkin’s leadership, 
the council may call for the closure of registered as well as unregistered minority 

religious communities.”  

 

The council maintains close ties to the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox 

Church, which is also known for its anti-sect activities. Many in Russia say that Dvorkin 
and his associates have a long track record of targeting religious minorities and have a 

well-established network of followers and collaborators in governmental and 

nongovernmental structures throughout Russia. 

 
“Religious freedom in Russia is in a dire state, and we’re concerned about the status of 

all religious minorities there,” Daniel Mark, chairman of the U.S. Commission on 

International Freedom, told Newsweek.  

 
“Alexander Dvorkin is one of a large network of Russian Orthodox activists who have 

grown considerably in influence over the last 10 years due to the Russian government’s 

increasing patronage of the Russian Orthodox Church and the government’s Soviet-style 

concerns about the subversive potential of independent religious groups. These concerns 
are no justification for violations of religious freedom,” Mark continued.  

 

Dvorkin insists that Scientologists, Jehovah’s Witnesses and Guru Ji are spreading false 

rumors about him. Dvorkin told Newsweek that he is now the deputy head of the council, 

whose only role is to advise the Ministry of Justice about which groups should be 
permitted to register as a religious organization. He denies persecuting religious 

minorities.  

 

Over the past decade, however, the council has spearheaded campaigns against 
Jehovah’s Witnesses and Scientologists in Russia. Last year, Russia opted to ban 

Jehovah’s Witnesses altogether, a decision Dvorkin defended. Jehovah’s Witnesses are 

now labeled an extremist group in Russia and are prohibited from gathering or preaching 

in the country.  
 

In 2017, the U.S. Commission on International Religious Minorities recommended for the 

first time that Russia be included on the list of countries of particular concern. The State 

Department later declined to include Russia on the list.  

 
“In mainland Russia in 2016, new laws effectively criminalized all private religious speech 

not sanctioned by the state, the Jehovah’s Witnesses stand on the verge of a nationwide 

ban, and innocent Muslims were tried on fabricated charges of terrorism and extremism,” 

the 2017 report stated.  
 

Hare Krishnas in Russia have also been accused of being a “totalitarian sect.” Plans in 

2003 to build a Hindu temple for Hari Krishnas and members of the Vedic religions were 

derailed by members of the Orthodox Christian Church, who called Hinduism one of the 
most anti-Christian cults. According to the Indian embassy in Russia, there are around 
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14,000 Indian citizens living in Russia and around 1,500 Afghan nationals of Indian 

origin.  

 

Now, Dvorkin’s supporters have set their sights on Guru Ji. Dvorkin’s blog, which is 
popular among conservative Orthodox Christians in Russia, claims that Guru Ji is not a 

real spiritual leader and that he tricks followers in order to take advantage of them and 

steal their money. The forum also contains testimony from people who claim that they 

once followed Guru Ji and experienced abuse. One user claimed Guru Ji is turning women 
against their husbands because his female followers are now only interested in men who 

are enlightened.  

 

Guru Ji and members of his family said that the harassment has become intolerable as a 
result of the campaign. Experts contend that Dvorkin is not overtly dangerous, but that 

he and his followers have a habit of using law enforcement to fight their battles.  

 

“Dvorkin is a very emotional person. In previous years, he could even turn violent in his 

anti-cultist fight. But he is not a fighter, in fact he was not really brutal,” Alexander 
Verkhovsky, director of Russian think tank the SOVA Center, told Newsweek.  

 

“Physical attacks by some of [his followers] is still possible but is very rare. They prefer 

writing books and articles, collaborating with police, Church leadership and other 
authorities,” Verkhovsky continued. “So usually these people threaten not with violence 

but with urging [the] law enforcement system against their opponents.” 

 

Guru Ji and his son believe that this is exactly what happened when their spiritual center 
and home were raided one Thursday last November.  

 

“My mother was alone inside the house. She called me and said there were people 

outside the door, so I came running home from college,” Prasun Prakash, Guru Ji’s 23-
year-old son, told Newsweek. 

 

“There were these six big guys, two were in uniform. I asked them for documents, they 

showed me a piece of paper, so we let them in,” he continued.  

 
The raid wasn’t violent, Prasun said. The men, only two of whom wore police uniforms, 

looked through the house, opening drawers. But one of the police officers said something 

that Prasun thought was strange.  

 
“He kept saying, ‘This is a normal police raid, this is not Dvorkin,’” Prasun told 

Newsweek.  

 

At the same time, a similar raid was taking place at Guru Ji’s spiritual center.  
 

“Policemen went to our cultural center, they wanted to find something criminal,” said 

Kristina Shurygina, an employee at Guru Ji's spiritual center. Shurygina said that the 

policemen were generally friendly and polite. Russian media later reported that 

computers and documents were seized from the center due to suspicion of extremism.  
 

The guru’s lawyer said that he believes the police are trying to launch a criminal case 

with little evidence.  

 
“Initially, there were attempts to initiate a criminal case on extremism, but [they] found 

nothing,” Akhilgov told Newsweek, adding that there were no charges filed.  

 

Guru Ji and his son Prasun decided to go to the local police to ask about the incident. 
They wanted to find out if the men who entered their home and spiritual center were 

authorized to do so. 
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But the police they encountered in the station weren’t nearly as genial as the ones who 

conducted the raids. Prasun told Newsweek that a police officer entered the room where 

he and his father were waiting and began screaming at them, saying that they don’t 
belong in Russia because they aren’t Orthodox Christians.  

 

“Then he pushed me out of the room, using physical force,” Prasun said. “He said Russia 

is an Orthodox Christian country and foreign elements should be removed.”  
 

Guru Ji recorded the incident on his cell phone and posted the recording on his Facebook 

page. He said that he pledged never to return to the police station without a lawyer 

present.  
 

Following the incident, he made video appeals to Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

and Russian President Vladimir Putin, accusing Dvorkin of harassing his family. 

 

Dvorkin, however, insists that he has not encouraged anyone to go after Guru Ji.  
 

“I am a professor, I don’t have any followers,” Dvorkin told Newsweek. “I didn’t know 

about [Guru Ji] until three years ago when his former followers began writing on my 

forum and saying they had experienced abuse.” 
 

Instead, he said that groups like Scientologists, Jehovah’s Witnesses and now Guru Ji 

have started a smear campaign against him.  

 
“They’ve also said that I am a CIA agent and Mossad agent and KGB agent. But I’m the 

head of an NGO, Professor at the Orthodox University,” he told Newsweek.  

 

But the harassment of Guru Ji and his family has received attention both in Russia and in 
India. In January last year, some of Guru Ji’s supporters in India staged a protest in front 

of the Russian embassy in Delhi.  

 

Last June, Russian media reported that Guru Ji had traveled to India to meet with Vijay 

Kumar Singh, India’s Minister of State for External Affairs. During the meeting, Singh 
said that Dvorkin should be investigated under international law for his harassment of 

Guru Ji.  

 

Guru Ji also lodged a complaint with Russia’s prosecutor general, a fact that was noted in 
Russian media. Valery Rashkin, a deputy of Russia’s Communist Party in the Russian 

Duma, took up Guru Ji’s cause and called for an inquiry, saying that Dvorkin’s activities 

jeopardized Russia’s relationship with India.  

 
A roundtable on the issue was held in the Duma in December, when Guru Ji was invited 

to give a press conference.  

 

Despite the attention, Guru Ji and his son Prasun do not believe that Dvorkin and his 

followers will stop harassing them. While they plan to continue to raise awareness about 
Dvorkin’s persecution of religious minorities, they raised concerns that the system is 

rigged against them.  

 

“If you have the will then you can change anything. This is what keeps me, my father, 
my family and our well-wishers going,” Prasun said. “Otherwise we wouldn’t have 

decided to fight this war for justice against the whole system.” 
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Russia backed Luhansk ‘republic’ bans Jehovah’s 
Witnesses and other ‘non-traditional’ faiths 

KHPG (06.02.2018) - https://bit.ly/2HYkrYA - The self-proclaimed ‘Luhansk people’s 

republic’ [LPR] has yet again followed Russia’s lead, this time by banning the Jehovah’s 

Witnesses, calling them and other banned faiths ‘religious groups’.  The move comes just 

days after the Kremlin-backed ‘LPR parliament’ passed several ‘laws’, including one 
aimed at hunting down and prohibiting so-called extremism in religious or political 

organizations, as well as in the media.   

Dmytro Sidorov, who is called the ‘acting LPR minister of culture, sport and 

youth’ announced the ban on Monday 5,  He explained that in the so-called ‘law on 

freedom of conscience and religious organizations’, adopted on February 2, they had 
specifically excluded ‘religious groups’.  He defined the latter as organizations with five 

people (presumably meaning at least that number) which “do not have a direct relation 

to any of the traditional faiths”. Although he suggests that the Jehovah’s Witnesses had 

been removed earlier, Monday’s announcement is the first formal confirmation of an 
actual ban on the organization, not its literature.   It comes nine months after Russia 

reverted to Soviet practice and banned the Jehovah’s Witnesses, claiming the faith to be 

‘extremist’.  

It took the so-called ‘Donetsk people’s republic’ until 28 July 2017 to declare Jehovah’s 
Witnesses’ printed material ‘extremist’. It was claimed that the material aroused enmity 

on religious grounds and propagandized the superiority of the Jehovah’s Witnesses over 

other faiths. 

In ‘LPR’, they went even further, claiming, on 28 August 2017, that the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses were helping Ukraine’s Security Service [SBU] and “neo-Nazi groups”.  An 

investigative search had supposedly established not only that the Jehovah’s Witnesses in 

Luhansk and Alchevsk were in breach of ‘LPR law’, but that they were probably “agents of 

influence of the Ukrainian Security Service”.  It was asserted that the search carried out 

had found agitational material containing Nazi symbols, as well as leaflets calling for 
cooperation with the SBU.  Leaflets from the SBU and the Azov Civic Corps, it was 

claimed, had previously been pasted around Alchevsk.  

The suggestion that Jehovah’s Witnesses, who avoid any involvement in politics and have 

faced persecution rather than take up arms, should have “assisted radical, neo-Nazi 
groups and other military formations” was overtly absurd, and unbacked by any 

evidence.  

According to the same ‘law’, all religious organizations and associations in ‘LPR’ will need 

to undergo compulsory registration, otherwise their activities will be regarded as illegal. 

It is unclear what is required for such compulsory ‘registration’, but the imposition of 

Russian requirements in occupied Crimea was used to put pressure on and / or drive out 

a number of religious organizations.  In both Crimea and the militant-controlled areas of 

Donbas all faiths and denominations except the Orthodox Church under the Moscow 

Patriarchate have come under major pressure. 

The ‘arrest’ of world-renowned religious scholar Ihor Kozlovskyy in January 

2016 coincided with propaganda measures against the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church 

and other faiths which the militants called ‘sects’.  While that was in ‘DPR’, there is 

nothing to suggest that the Luhansk militants would follow different policy. 

The ‘bill’ on religious organizations was fast-tracked through ‘parliament’ on 2 February, 

together with similar ‘laws; on ‘countering extremist activities’, ‘counter-terrorism’;  and 

one allowing for detention without a court order for up to 30 days..  If the documents, 

https://bit.ly/2HYkrYA
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which are as yet not posted,  do happen to clearly define ‘extremist activities’, the official 

‘LPR’ website is not letting on.   

Whatever ‘extremism’ may be, the bill now establishes “a system of state bodies” aimed 

at countering it.  Should these ‘state bodies’ consider that political, religious or other 
organizations are carrying out harmful extremist activities, their activities can be 

suspended before a court bans them, with the same ‘preventive measures’ allowed  with 

respect to the mass media.  Dissolution is envisaged, by court order, of legal  entities 

considered to be providing an ‘extremist organization’ with financial support, venues, 
 printing or educational facilities and technical back-up. 

Some of the measures are directly lifted from the Russian measures seen applied in 

Crimea since Russia’s invasion.  These include the possibility of formally ‘warning’ the 

leaders of religious organizations, political parties or the media of “the inadmissibility of 
doing things which could result in extremist activities”.  In Russia, two such ‘warnings’ 

can be sufficient to seek an organization’s or media publication’s closure. 

All of this coincides with a change to the ‘LPR constitution’ allowing for individuals to be 

detained for up to 30 days without a court order.  This is purportedly to prevent actions 

which could threaten the ‘republic’s security, and is allegedly during the unspecified 
period of ‘martial law’.  

At one level, it is difficult to see how the measures introduced differ from what has long 

been the case.  Most of the people seized and held hostage in the self-proclaimed 

‘Luhansk and Donetsk people’s republic’, simply disappeared, with few, if any, normal 
procedural requirements observed.  

The warning now, however, is that any media, religious or political organizations could be 

summarily closed for what the Russian-controlled militants deem to be ‘extremism’.  

 ‘LPR’ has already imposed 10, 14 or even 17-year ‘sentences’ for no more than critical 
comments on a blog or a flash mob against the ‘LPR flag’, and there is no reason to 

expect that ‘extremism’ charges will be any more justified. 

Ihor Kozlovskyy, who was released in the exchange on 27 December 2017, after almost 

two years’ imprisonment, calls the situation for religious organizations in occupied 
Donbas “catastrophic”.  He says that the militants are imitating Russia with respect to 

religious matters, and that anti-Semitism and Islamophobic sentiments are rampant, and 

expressed also by the leaders of the so-called ‘republics’.  

Religious situation in Crimea annexed by Russia 

Religious freedom in Russian-occupied Crimea is greatly curtailed. According to the 
United Nations, there were roughly 2,200 religious organizations, both registered and 

unregistered, in Crimea before the 2014 occupation. As of September 2017, only 800 

remained. In June 2017, after the Russian Supreme Court decision to ban Jehovah’s 

Witnesses as extremist, all twenty-two local Witnesses organizations in Crimea, 
representing 8,000 congregants, were officially banned as well. 

 

Although Russian repression of Crimean Tatars is mainly motivated by political rather 

than religious concerns, it disrupts Crimean Tatar religious activities and institutions. 
Russian authorities have co-opted the spiritual life of the Muslim Crimean Tatar minority 

and arrested or driven into exile its community representatives. 

 

Oppression through the judicial process also continues apace. For example, in August 

2017, the main church space of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC) in Simferopol, the 
administrative capital of Crimea, was seized by bailiffs enforcing a February 2017 court 

decision transferring its ownership to the Crimean Ministry of Property and Land 

Relations. According to the United Nations, five UOC churches have been officially seized 

or shut down since 2014. Meanwhile, Russia’s laws on religion and extremism, 
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strengthened in July 2016, have been used to punish believers of various churches, 

including Jehovah’s Witnesses and Seventh Day Adventists, for the exercise of their faith. 

(Source: Atlantic Council/ Excerpt, 31 January 2018: https://bit.ly/2nvfq13) 

 

Russian government service fumbles attempt to punish 
news agency 

Portal-Credo.ru (25.01.2018) - The "Agency of Business News" (abnews.ru) on 25 

January reported that it received from Roskomnadzor [Federal Service for Supervision of 
Communications, Information Technology, and Mass Media] a notification about the 

detection of a violation of legislation on news media, for which administrative 

accountability is provided by part 2 of article 13.15 of the Code of Administrative 

Violations of Law (distribution of information about an organization that is included in the 
list of extremists, within indication that its activity has been prohibited). Consideration of 

the case in the service is scheduled for 8 February, ABN reports. 

  

An article of 17 July 2017 by the Agency of Business News, to which Roskomnadzor 

called attention, was devoted to the refusal by the appellate college of the Russian 
Supreme Court to overturn the decision finding the Administrative Center of Jehovah's 

Witnesses in Russia and 395 structural subdivisions to be extremist and liquidating them. 

The headline of the news article spoke about the "liquidation of Jehovah's Witnesses" and 

the text, about "removal of the Jehovah's Witnesses organization," although the wording 
"organization forbidden on the territory of Russia" was not included in a note. 

  

However, in the document itself that was sent to the editorial office by Roskomnadzor 

reference is mistakenly made to a decision of the Supreme Court about a ban of "Right 
Sector," instead of the decision banning the Administrative Center of Jehovah's Witnesses 

in Russia. 

  

"The accusation by Roskomnadzor against the Agency of Business News is incorrect. 

Administrative accountability is provided exclusively for failure to mention the ban of 
organizations that are included in the list of extremists, and the organization of Jehovah's 

Witnesses was added to it only [later ?]," the SOVA Center for News and Analysis 

commented about the situation. (tr. by PDS, posted 26 January 2018) 

 

 

Student barred from exams at Moscow State University 
for wearing a Jewish hat 

Pravda Report (23.01.2018) - http://bit.ly/2FcVaIS - A professor of Moscow State 

University named after Lomonosov refused to take an exam from a student who was 
wearing a kippah. The student filed a complaint at the university administration.  

  

Professor Vyacheslav Baburin, the head of the Department of Economic and Social 

Geography of Russia, the Geography Department of Moscow State University, offered the 
young man either to remove his headdress or leave the auditorium. The student, named 

as Lev Boroda, had to look for another teacher, who would be willing to take the exam. 

The administrative office helped the student find a more tolerant professor. 

The student filed a complaint against Baburin at the rector's office. According to the 
student, he has come across manifestations of religious intolerance at the university 

before. When he asked to be released from physical education classes during Yom Kippur 

https://bit.ly/2nvfq13
http://www.portal-credo.ru/site/?act=news&id=129559
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BbeTQ_rFrAFLZpynyTTvkGeohYaohCvRlyTz3SPqD8toJF4urp2U8vHFu0VPqTE32Vw2ixwvS2Cuco_3bIGhDW7FcAl6p-gRya9OMWja9O9egEeu78n36-mWGGYjufhg2DKK55V1nYu2gK43HkIIqoIA0OUgTpE2nmJsLM8dH94=&c=2cXjoYCfGPGxHQ0D8BhO6LWVdTfjl-F1VwGjuCenKRGm3c2Masd6VQ==&ch=Ro98TabvH98AWXuI0_AKs0hXmaE4R1BuQIUoWV2uYInRUex5YPOvpg==
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- the Day of Atonement, when Jews practice strict fasting - another teacher advised him 

to "go get baptised." 

The head of the Geography Department of the Moscow State University, Sergei 

Dobrolyubov, explained the student's non-admission to exams. "There are no complaints 
against Professor Baburin, he had the right to do as he did. I have talked to him and he 

pointed out the rules of the internal order of Lomonosov Moscow State University, signed 

in 2008," Dobrolyubov said. 

In accordance with those rules, it is forbidden to stay at university premises in outer 
clothing and headdresses. 

Kippah is a traditional Jewish male headdress, which looks like a small cap. Orthodox 

Jews wear the kippah at all times. 

 

Unregistered Baptists caught in violation of Varovaya 
Package 

OVDInfo (23.01.2018) - http://bit.ly/2Bq1tGK - A judge of the Tigil district court in the 

village of Palana, Yulia Belova, fined two adherents of the teaching of the religious 

organization of the "International Union of Evangelical Christians-Baptists," Vladimir 
Dordzhiev and Anatoly Tynetegin, 20 and 10 thousand rubles respectively for street 

preaching. This was reported on the website of the court.  

  

The men were found guilty of violating part 2 of article 20.2 of the Code of Administrative 
Violations of Law (organizing an unsanctioned public event). Judge Belova reduced 

Tynetegin's fine because of mitigating circumstances-he has nine minor children.  

On 19 November 2017, Dordzhiev and Tynetegin conducted a public worship service near 

a building of a state enterprise, during which they described for passers-by their teaching 

and distributed leaflets. Later police officers approached the men and arrested them and 
took them to the Koryak police department. 

On 22 October 2014, changes were introduced into article 16 of the law "On freedom of 

conscience and religious associations, after which it became obligatory to get permission 

for religious events if they were not being conducted on the territory of religious 
organizations or outside of houses of worship. (tr. by PDS, posted 23 January 2018) 

  

 

Baptism madness seizes Russians on Epiphany 

    

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BbeTQ_rFrAFLZpynyTTvkGeohYaohCvRlyTz3SPqD8toJF4urp2U8vHFu0VPqTE3MXP7C5SQ1gzxwE_auuwLj2lnqiDAbD-3rde9grw1gHyxvIJWziVbjB172N1BmMPYAYrbh-x1cKS1YwcH2ADafwplPNfrBLFNSZZHHvqG9OU=&c=2cXjoYCfGPGxHQ0D8BhO6LWVdTfjl-F1VwGjuCenKRGm3c2Masd6VQ==&ch=Ro98TabvH98AWXuI0_AKs0hXmaE4R1BuQIUoWV2uYInRUex5YPOvpg==
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HRWF (23.01.2018) - This picture is symbolic of the relations between the Kremlin and 
the Russian Orthodox Church: both are narrowly united to strengthen their mutual 

power. This picture perfectly illustrates the concept of "spiritual security" put in place in 

2000 which consists in identifying the Russian people with Orthodoxy and rejecting any 

religious groups and non-religious organizations with foreign roots. The invisible spiritual 
security concept is the new Iron Wall built by Russia against the Western World and its 

values. It is more efficient than the Wall made of bricks and concrete during the Cold War 

because it is being built in and with the minds of the people in Russia. It leads to cultural 

and religious isolationism, to the banning of 'undesirable' 'foreign' groups (Jehovah's 
Witnesses and other peaceful religious groups) and to religious and ideological cleansing 

with the final objective of purifying the Orthodox lands.    

    

Putin visits St Nil Hermitage where at night he swam in Lake Seliger 
  

Portal-Credo.ru, 19 January 2018 - On 19 January the Orthodox Church celebrates one of 

the twelve chief feast days-the Baptism of the Lord, or Epiphany. According to a tradition 

that has been established in recent years in the Russian federation, on this day Russians 

participate in mass Baptism bathing. 
  

On the night from 18 to 19 January, Russian President Vladimir Putin also bathed in a 

Baptism ice hole. He visited the hermitage of the male monastery of St. Nil of Stolobnoe, 

which belongs to the Russian Orthodox Church of the Moscow patriarchate, and he 
plunged into Lake Seliger, Rosblat reports on 19 January. 

  

His press secretary, Dmitry Peskov, reported that for Putin this was "not the first 

experience of Baptism bathing." "In the course of a number of years the president has 
already plunged into an ice hole." Peskov added that this year the traditional Baptism 

freeze has not occurred in central Russia and therefore "the temperature in the region of 

the lake on this night did not go below 6 or 7 degrees below zero [Celsius]."   

  

Social networks were not slow in reacting to this event. A Rosbalt correspondent writes 
that opinions varied: from "Muzhik [Mensch]," "Krasava [Bravo]," and "where else is 
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there such a president, I am proud!" to "they heated the water in the lake with an atomic 

heater." (tr. by PDS, posted 19 January 2018) 

  

Around 1.8 million participate in baptism bathing in Russia   
  

Interfax-Religiia, 19 January 2018 - Almost two million persons participated in mass 

bathing and services for the celebration of the Baptism of the Lord and their safety was 

guaranteed by more than 30,000 troops of police, an official representative of the 
Russian Ministry of Internal Affairs [M.V.D.], Irina Volk, reported. 

  

"In the night from 18 to 19 January, more than 7,300 festive worship services and mass 

bathings occurred in the Russian federation, which were devoted to the celebration of the 
Baptism of the Lord, in which around 1.8 million persons participated," I. Volk said. 

  

She said that the securing of public order on territories near Orthodox churches and 

specially equipped fonts was provided by about 34,000 police personnel. In addition, 

around 2,500 troops of the Russian Guard were activated and also more than 11,000 
representatives of national guards, cossacks, and private security enterprises. 

  

"The security of religious events was ensured to the fullest. No violations of public order 

were reported," I. Volk emphasized. (tr. by PDS, posted 19 January 2018) 
  

More than 104,000 swim in ice holes on baptism in Moscow 

  

RIA Novosti, 19 January 2018 - More than 104,000 persons have already plunged into ice 
holes during Baptism bathing on the territory of Moscow, and no incidents have occurred, 

a representative of the press service of the capital headquarters of the Ministry of 

Emergencies told RIA Novosti. 

  
"As of 12:00 [noon], places for conduct of the ritual of Baptism bathing were visited by 

more than 166,000 persons, of whom more than 104,000 bathed," the news agency's 

source said. 

  

He said that no incidents occurred during the time of Baptism bathing in Moscow. 
  

"In the course of patrolling bodies of water along with agencies of internal affairs, five 

unsanctioned places of bathing were discovered and measures were taken to prevent 

access to them by citizens," the representative of the ministry added. 
  

Approximately 1,300 personnel of fire and rescue agencies of the capital were involved in 

measures for guaranteeing the safety of people in places of Baptism bathing along with 

335 technical units, including 16 hydrofoils. (tr. by PDS, posted 19 January 2018) 
  

Patriarch Kirill thinks that the feast of baptism opens captivating perspective 

before believers 

  

Interfax-Religiia, 19 January 2018 - Patriarch of Moscow and all-Rus Kirill noted that the 
feast of Baptism opens special perspectives before Christians. 

  

"The present day, which constitutes an integral part of the day of the Nativity of Christ, 

opens before us an especially captivating spiritual perspective: we know that we are not 
alone in the face of grief and difficult circumstances and we know that God is with us," he 

said on Friday after the liturgy in the Epiphany cathedral of Moscow. 

  

The patriarch recalled that it is no accident that in the Great Compline on the eve of the 
feasts of Nativity and Baptism these words are solemnly intoned: "God is with us!" 
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The primate is sure that "the epiphany of the Lord in the flesh for the salvation of 

humankind is the turning point in all of human history." 

  

"And you and I are heirs of all that the Lord accomplished and it is only required of us 
never to forsake him and never to permit that distrust would paralyze our thinking and 

our feelings and our will so that our prayer will always be sincere and heartfelt, and then 

the grace of God appearing in the Savior's coming into the world will accompany us on all 

paths of our life," he concluded. (tr. by PDS, posted 19 January 2018) 
  

Orthodox celebrate baptism of the Lord  

  

Interfax-Religiia, 19 January 2018 - On Friday, Orthodox believers are celebrating one of 
the most ancient of Christian holidays, the Baptism of the Lord or Epiphany. 

  

On this day Christians commemorate the baptism of Jesus Christ in the Jordan River with 

which his ministry for humanity began. The word "I baptize" literally in translation from 

the Greek means "I plunge into water." Christ was baptized by the prophet John, who 
immediately recognized in him the Savior who was awaited by the Hebrew people. 

  

The first mentions of the feast day date to the early third century; to be sure at the time 

it was celebrated along with Christmas and the two celebrations were separated only 
toward the end of the fourth century, although even now in some ancient churches these 

holidays are marked on the same day.   

  

The eve precedes Baptism when believers prepare themselves by prayer and fasting for 
the upcoming celebration. Christians believe that in the night the water in all bodies of 

water on earth becomes holy and acquires miraculous healing properties. 

  

In Russia, despite the traditional freezes, on this day baptismal bathing is conducted in 
specially equipped fonts, called "Jordans." Believers come to bodies of water and plunge 

themselves into the icy water, believing that thereby they will be able to be healed from 

spiritual and bodily diseases. This year the Ministry of Emergencies expects that about 

1.5 million people will participate in Baptism bathing. 

  
At the same time, representatives of the church remind them that immersion in the 

baptismal font is a pious ritual which should not be turned into showy action and that, 

when plunging into the water, it is necessary to seek not external health but inner and 

spiritual health. 
  

The great consecration of the water is also performed on this day in Orthodox churches. 

By tradition, Patriarch Kirill performs the festive liturgy today and consecration of the 

water in the Epiphany cathedral church in Moscow. 
  

According to ancient tradition, on the feast of Baptism it is customary to consecrate 

water not only in churches but also in open bodies of water. Priests of the Russian 

Orthodox Church will consecrate today all four oceans of earth in various parts of the 

world. (tr. by PDS, posted 20 January 2018) 
 


