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Accountability Act of 2018 115th Congress (2017-2018) 

| 11 December 2018 

 

Iraq and Syria Genocide Relief and Accountability Act of 2017 

 

Congress (11.12.2018) - https://bit.ly/2PzUamI - (Sec. 4) This bill states that is U.S. 

policy to ensure that humanitarian, stabilization, and recovery assistance for nationals 

and residents of Iraq or Syria, and of communities from those countries, is directed 

toward ethnic and minority individuals and communities with the greatest need, including 

those individuals and communities that are at risk of persecution or war crimes. 

(Sec. 5) The Department of State and the U.S. Agency for International Development 

may provide assistance, including financial and technical assistance, to support the 

efforts of entities, including nongovernmental organizations with expertise in 

international criminal investigations and law, to address crimes of genocide, crimes 

against humanity, or war crimes in Iraq since January 2014 by: 

https://bit.ly/2PzUamI
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 conducting criminal investigations, 

 developing indigenous investigative and judicial skills to adjudicate cases consistent 

with due process and respect for the rule of law, and 

 collecting and preserving evidence for use in prosecutions. 

 

The State Department shall encourage foreign governments to identify and prosecute 

individuals who are suspected of committing such crimes, including members of foreign 

terrorist organizations operating in Iraq or Syria. 

 

(Sec. 6) The State Department shall identify: 

 

 threats of persecution, genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes against 

members of Iraqi or Syrian religious or ethnic groups that are minorities in Iraq or in 

Syria with respect to whom the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) has committed 

such crimes in Iraq or Syria since January 2014 or who are members of other 

persecuted religious or ethnic groups; 

 persecuted religious and ethnic minority groups in Iraq or Syria that are at risk of 

forced migration and the primary reasons for such risk; 

 humanitarian, stabilization, and recovery needs of these individuals; and 

 entities, including faith-based entities, that are providing such assistance and the 

extent of U.S. assistance to or through such entities. 

 

(Sec. 7) The State Department shall provide Congress with: 

 

 a description of the efforts taken and proposed to implement this bill; and 

 an assessment of the feasibility and advisability of prosecuting individuals for acts of 

genocide, crimes against humanity, or war crimes in Iraq since January 2014 or in 

Syria since March 2011. 

 

See as well : Trump signs bill to help religious minorities in Iraq, Syria: 

https://www.apnews.com/6c456d1fc4f1443699eb7ef8b7670e92 

https://www.apnews.com/6c456d1fc4f1443699eb7ef8b7670e92
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Anti-Semitism casts long shadows over Jewish festival of 
lights 

By Yonat Shimron 

 

Religion News Service (03.12.2018) - https://bit.ly/2Ej7Pxe - Hanukkah is meant to 
mark the victory of the Jewish people over religious oppression. 

 

But in the days and weeks leading up to Hanukkah, which began Sunday (Dec. 2), many 

Jews have felt defeated as a steady wave of anti-Semitic incidents roiled the country. 
 

Last week, a psychology professor arrived at Columbia’s Teachers College on New York’s 

Upper West Side to find swastikas spray-painted red in the foyer to her office. 

 
Two weeks ago, a mural honoring the 11 victims of the Pittsburgh synagogue massacre 

was defaced on the campus of Duke University in Durham, N.C. 

 

And the week before that, a man got up during a performance of “Fiddler on the Roof” in 
Baltimore and shouted “Heil Hitler” as the audience ran for the exits, afraid gunshots 

might follow. 

 

These episodes, and numerous others not reported widely — such as a Houston 

synagogue fire now being investigated as arson — have alarmed Jews and other 
Americans. As they celebrate an ancient military victory, in which a band of Jewish rebels 

rose up against their Greek-Syrian oppressors and rededicated the temple in Jerusalem, 

many are still reeling from Pittsburgh’s Tree of Life synagogue shooting. 

 
The October massacre, which killed 11, has been called the deadliest anti-Semitic attack 

in the nation’s history. But even before that, incidents of anti-Semitism were breaking 

records. In its most recent report, the Anti-Defamation League found that the number of 

anti-Semitic incidents rose nearly 60 percent in 2017 over 2016, the largest single-year 
increase on record and the second highest number reported since ADL started tracking 

incident data in the 1970s. 

 

For many American Jews, the flurry of anti-Semitic incidents is a reminder of the stories 

told by their parents and grandparents of Europe in the dark days before the Holocaust. 
 

And a new survey by the Claims Conference, an organization that compensates Holocaust 

survivors with funds received from Germany, found that 58 percent of Americans believe 

something like the Holocaust could happen again. 
 

But are things really that bad? 

 

Most anti-Semitism watchers say no. 
 

Worrisome as these incidents are, they are a sign that anti-Semitism persists but not 

cause for full-scale alarm. 

 
“It’s clear there’s always been anti-Semitism in the U.S. because anti-Semitism doesn’t 

just go away,” said Jill Jacobs, executive director of “T’ruah: The Rabbinic Call for Human 

Rights.” 

 

What’s changed, she said, is that “it’s become more socially acceptable to express it.” 

https://bit.ly/2Ej7Pxe
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Just when this wave of Jewish hate re-emerged is a matter of debate. The rise of white 

nationalism, white supremacy, neo-Nazis and other extremist groups may be one reason. 

The election of President Obama, the first African-American to occupy the White House, 
may have jolted white nationalists from their slumber, experts said. 

 

But President Trump’s cultivation of a mostly white base of supporters, and his attacks 

against immigrants, asylum seekers, Muslims and foreigners, generally, may be enabling 
bigots to come forward, said Deborah E. Lipstadt, professor of Holocaust studies at 

Emory University and author of the upcoming book “Antisemitism: Here and Now.” 

 

“People on the far right have been emboldened and have gotten what I call a ‘wink, wink, 
nod, nod’ from the highest levels of government and the president of the United States,” 

said Lipstadt. 

 

But Lipstadt and others caution against seeing anti-Semitism as an exclusively right-wing 

phenomenon. 
 

Activists on the left have also been accused of anti-Semitism. Last year, a lesbian pride 

parade in Chicago ejected three people carrying pride flags emblazoned with a Jewish 

Star of David. Earlier this year, a Washington, D.C., city councilman espoused a 
conspiracy theory that Jewish financiers control the weather. And in October, two 

instructors at the University of Michigan declined to write letters of recommendation for 

two Jewish students applying to study in Israel, calling attention to the ongoing 

harassment many Jewish students face on campus. 
 

“You’ve got to be honest and see the anti-Semitism next to you and not just on the other 

end of the political spectrum,” Lipstadt said. “That’s really important.” 

 
Overall, the fight against anti-Semitism has not been a partisan issue. Members of the 

U.S. House of Representatives’ Task Force on Anti-Semitism are split evenly between 

Republicans and Democrats. And after the Pittsburgh shooting, the House unanimously 

approved a bipartisan resolution condemning the synagogue attack. 

 
And though a striking number of white nationalists ran for office in the 2018 midterms — 

including some blatant anti-Semites and Holocaust deniers, all running on the Republican 

ticket— nearly all of them lost. 

 
Far from reviling Jews, most Americans have warm feelings for them. A 2017 Pew 

Research survey “feeling thermometer” found that Jews and Catholics continue to be 

among the groups that receive the warmest ratings. Half of U.S. adults rated Jews at 67 

degrees or higher on the 0-to-100 scale. (Muslims scored at 48.) 
 

“We don’t have the anti-Semitism problem that France does, or Germany or Belgium or 

Hungary or Poland,” said Ira Forman, former U.S. special envoy to monitor anti-Semitism 

from 2013 to 2017, and now a visiting professor at Georgetown University and senior 

adviser on anti-Semitism to Human Rights First. 
 

Forman thinks there’s one big difference between Europe — where more than 28 percent 

believe Jews have too much influence in business and finance, according to a CNN poll — 

and the U.S. He calls it “civil society.” 
 

“This mechanism, which gives support to people who have been persecuted and can 

ostracize the haters, is a very powerful mechanism.  We can build it up even further. It’s 

one of the important tools we have.” 
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Civil society is what led to an outpouring of interfaith services, in churches, synagogues 

and mosques, showing solidarity for the Jewish community after the Pittsburgh shooting. 

It led to multiple acts of kindness — from the $200,000 donated by Muslims to cover the 

cost of the funerals, to a San Francisco Sikh artist who created 150 menorahs and 
donated the profits to the local Jewish Community Relations Council. 

 

Still, two days before Hanukkah started, Rabbi Eric Solomon and the staff of his 

synagogue — Beth Meyer Congregation in Raleigh, N.C. — spent the day in active 
shooter security training. Beth Meyer has beefed up security following the Pittsburgh 

shooting, as have most synagogues across the country, some of which have installed 

metal detectors at the door. 

 
Solomon said he was grateful for the prayers, flowers and cards sent in the wake of the 

massacre. But in an op-ed in the local paper he said one more thing is critically needed: 

“You must raise your voice.” 

 

Referencing the Book of Proverbs, he added, “Life and death are in the power of the 
tongue.” 

 

Anti-Semitic incidents fuel 17% rise in hate crimes, FBI 
says 

Crimes targeting Jews increased by 37% in 2017; anti-Muslim crimes fell by 

11% 
 

By Joseph De Avila  

 

Wall Street Journal (13.11.2018) - https://on.wsj.com/2Pt6SZl - Hate crimes rose 17% 
in 2017, the FBI said Tuesday, a jump that was partly driven by a spike in anti-Semitic 

incidents. 

 

The number of hate-crime incidents targeting Jews increased 37%, to 938 in 2017. Anti-
Muslim crimes fell by 11% in 2017, to 273. Race or ethnic-based hate crimes jumped by 

18% in 2017 to 4,131. Hate crimes targeting black people increased by 16% and were 

the most for any category of race, ethnic group, religion or sexual orientation. 

 

Overall, the Federal Bureau of Investigation recorded 7,175 hate crimes in 2017, 
compared with 6,121 for the year before. The rise in total hate crimes is the biggest 

since 2001, when incidents rose to 9,730, a 21% increase. 

 

“We are definitely at an inflection point,” said Brian Levin, director of the Center for the 
Study of Hate and Extremism at California State University, San Bernardino. “We have 

now risen to the highest level in about a decade. That is a cause for concern.” 

 

Mr. Levin said a myriad of factors likely played a role in last year’s increase in hate 
crimes, including socio-political polarization, a rise in white nationalist activity and the 

explosion of online hate speech on sites like 4chan and the social-media site Gab. 

 

The report comes about two weeks after a man shot and killed 11 Jewish people inside a 
Pittsburgh synagogue. That suspect, who law-enforcement officials said made anti-

Semitic remarks when he was apprehended and targeted Jews on social media, is being 

tried for hate crimes. 

https://on.wsj.com/2Pt6SZl
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The FBI defines hate crimes as a “criminal offense against a person or property 

motivated in whole or in part by an offender’s bias against a race, religion, disability, 

sexual orientation, ethnicity, gender or gender identity.” 
 

The Anti-Defamation League said in a news release that efforts need to be redoubled to 

address the rise of hate crimes. 

 
“This report provides further evidence that more must be done to address the divisive 

climate of hate in America,” said Jonathan Greenblatt, CEO at ADL. “That begins with 

leaders from all walks of life and from all sectors of society forcefully condemning anti-

Semitism, bigotry and hate whenever it occurs.” 
 

The statistics are based on reporting from local and state law-enforcement officials to the 

FBI. The number of law-enforcement agencies that submitted incident reports in 2017 

climbed by 6% to 16,149. 

 
The ADL said significant gaps in reporting remain. At least 91 cities with populations 

exceeding 100,000 either didn’t report any data to the FBI or actually reported zero hate 

crimes. 

 
“It is incumbent on police departments, mayors, governors, and county officials across 

the country to tally hate crimes data and report it to the FBI,” Mr. Greenblatt said. “The 

FBI can only report what the data they receive.” 

 
Hate crimes targeting victims because of their sexual orientation rose by 5% in 2017, to 

1,130. 

 

Of 6,370 offenders where the offender’s race was identified, 51% of those people were 
white and 21% were black. The race was unknown for 19% of those offenders. 

 

 

FBI releases 2017 hate crime statistics 

 

FBI National Press Office (13.11.2018) - https://bit.ly/2B7AgLW - Today the FBI released 

Hate Crime Statistics, 2017, the Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program’s latest 
compilation about bias-motivated incidents throughout the nation. The 2017 data, 

submitted by 16,149 law enforcement agencies (up from 15,254 agencies in 2016), 

provide information about the offenses, victims, offenders, and locations of hate crimes. 

 
Law enforcement agencies submitted incident reports involving 7,175 criminal incidents 

and 8,437 related offenses as being motivated by bias toward race, ethnicity, ancestry, 

religion, sexual orientation, disability, gender, and gender identity. Please note the UCR 

Program does not estimate offenses for the jurisdictions of agencies that do not submit 
reports. Highlights of Hate Crime Statistics, 2017 follow. 

 

Victims of Hate Crime Incidents 

 
 There were 7,106 single-bias incidents involving 8,493 victims. A percent 

distribution of victims by bias type shows that 59.6 percent of victims were 

https://bit.ly/2B7AgLW
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targeted because of the offenders’ race/ethnicity/ancestry bias; 20.6 percent were 

targeted because of the offenders’ religious bias; 15.8 percent were victimized 

because of the offenders’ sexual-orientation bias; 1.9 percent were victimized 

because of the offenders’ disability bias; 1.6 percent were targeted because of the 
offenders’ gender identity bias; and 0.6 percent were victimized because of the 

offenders’ gender bias. (Due to rounding, percentage breakdowns may not add to 

100.0 percent.)  

 Sixty-nine (69) multiple-bias hate crime incidents involved 335 victims. 
 

Offenses by Crime Category 

 

 Of the 5,084 hate crime offenses classified as crimes against persons in 2017, 
44.9 percent were for intimidation, 34.3 percent were for simple assault, and 19.5 

percent were for aggravated assault. Twenty-three rapes, 15 murders, and one 

offense of human trafficking—commercial sex acts were reported as hate crimes. 

The remaining 27 hate crime offenses were reported in the category of other. 

 There were 3,115 hate crime offenses classified as crimes against property. The 
majority of these (74.6 percent) were acts of destruction/damage/vandalism. 

Robbery, burglary, larceny-theft, motor vehicle theft, arson, and other offenses 

accounted for the remaining 25.4 percent of crimes against property. 

 Two hundred thirty-eight (238) additional offenses were classified as crimes 
against society. This crime category represents society’s prohibition against 

engaging in certain types of activity such as gambling, prostitution, and drug 

violations. These are typically victimless crimes in which property is not the 

object. 
 

Known Offenders 

 

 In the UCR Program, the term known offender does not imply that the suspect’s 
identity is known; rather, the term indicates that some aspect of the suspect was 

identified, thus distinguishing the suspect from an unknown offender. Law 

enforcement agencies specify the number of offenders and, when possible, the 

race of the offender or offenders as a group. Beginning in 2013, law enforcement 

officers may also report whether suspects were juveniles or adults, as well as the 
suspect’s ethnicity when possible. 

 Of the 6,370 known offenders, 50.7 percent were white, and 21.3 percent were 

black or African-American. Other races accounted for the remaining known 

offenders: 0.8 percent were American Indian or Alaska Native; 0.7 percent were 
Asian; less than one-tenth of 1 percent were Native Hawaiian or other Pacific 

Islander; and 7.5 percent were of a group of multiple races. The race was 

unknown for 19.1 percent. 

 Of the 5,131 known offenders for whom ethnicity was reported, 25.0 percent were 
not Hispanic or Latino, 8.8 percent were Hispanic or Latino, and 1.6 percent were 

in a group of multiple ethnicities. Ethnicity was unknown for 64.5 percent of these 

offenders. 

 Of the 4,895 known offenders for whom ages were known, 83.0 percent were 18 

years of age or older. 
 

Locations of Hate Crimes 

 

 Law enforcement agencies may specify the location of an offense within a hate 
crime incident as one of 46 location designations. In 2017, most hate crime 

incidents (27.5 percent) occurred in or near residences/homes. Seventeen (17.0) 

percent occurred on highways/roads/alleys/streets/sidewalks; 10.5 percent 

occurred at schools/colleges; 5.8 percent happened at parking/drop lots/garages; 
and 4.1 percent took place in churches/synagogues/temples/mosques. The 
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location was reported as other/unknown for 11.5 percent of hate crime incidents. 

The remaining 23.7 percent of hate crime incidents took place at other or multiple 

locations. 

 
Hate Crime Statistics, 2017 is available exclusively on the FBI’s website. 

 

 

Suspect in Pittsburgh synagogue shooting charged with 
29 counts in deaths of 11 people 

 
By Kellie B. Gormly, Avi Selk, Joel Achenbach, Mark Berman and Alex Horton 

 

The Washington Post (27.10.2018) - https://wapo.st/2SuX5jx - A man armed with a 

semiautomatic assault-style rifle stormed the Tree of Life synagogue here Saturday and 
shot worshipers during Shabbat services, killing 11 and wounding six in the deadliest 

attack on Jews in the history of the United States. 

 

The mass shooting targeted members of a synagogue that is an anchor of Pittsburgh’s 
large and close-knit Jewish community, a massacre that authorities immediately labeled 

a hate crime as they investigated the suspect’s history of anti-Semitic online screeds. 

 

Law enforcement officials identified the alleged shooter as Robert D. Bowers, 46, a 

Pittsburgh resident who the FBI said was not previously known to law enforcement. He 
was charged with 29 counts of federal crimes of violence and firearms offenses, federal 

prosecutors said late Saturday. 

 

A man with that name had posted anti-Semitic statements on social media before the 
shooting, expressing anger that a nonprofit Jewish organization in the neighborhood has 

helped refugees settle in the United States. In what appeared to be his final social media 

post hours before the attack, the man wrote: “I can’t sit by and watch my people get 

slaughtered. Screw your optics, I’m going in.” 
 

Bowers allegedly burst into the synagogue’s regular Saturday 9:45 a.m. service with an 

AR-15-style assault rifle and three handguns, authorities said. Witnesses told police he 

shouted anti-Semitic statements and began firing. The synagogue, in the Squirrel Hill 

neighborhood, did not have armed security guards. 
 

Police received calls about an active shooter at 9:54 a.m. and dispatched officers a 

minute later. Police said Bowers left the building and encountered the responding 

officers, shooting one before retreating into the synagogue to hide. More officers 
responded and, after an exchange of gunfire, Bowers suffered multiple gunshot wounds, 

was arrested and was taken to a hospital, authorities said. 

 

Four police officers were shot during the response and were in stable condition late 
Saturday. It was unclear late Saturday whether Bowers was speaking with authorities or 

had an attorney. 

 

Federal prosecutors filed 29 counts against Bowers, charging him with federal civil rights 
crimes. Bowers was charged with obstructing exercise of religious beliefs resulting in 

death, using a firearm to commit murder during a crime of violence, obstructing exercise 

https://ucr.fbi.gov/hate-crime/2017
https://wapo.st/2SuX5jx
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of religious beliefs resulting in an injury to a public safety officer and using a firearm 

during a crime of violence. 

 

The charges were announced in a statement released by Scott W. Brady, U.S. Attorney 
for the Western District of Pennsylvania, and Robert Jones, Special Agent in Charge of 

the FBI’s Pittsburgh office. Court documents were not immediately available and were 

expected to be released Sunday morning. 

 
The Pittsburgh massacre is yet another example of the homicidal fury and bigotry on the 

fringes of American society. It weaves together elements of many other active-shooter 

incidents that have horrified Americans in recent years, and highlighted the unusual 

frequency of mass casualty events in this country in comparison with almost every other 
nation in the world. 

 

Once again the suspect was a man armed with a semiautomatic assault-style weapon — 

as was, for example, the gunman who killed 49 people in Orlando’s Pulse nightclub in 

2016. Once again the crime scene was a house of worship, a classic “soft target,” as was 
the First Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs, Tex., where a disturbed gunman hoping 

to kill his mother-in-law slaughtered 26 people during a Sunday service last November. 

 

And once again the victims were members of an ethnic or religious minority with a long 
history of persecution — as were the nine African American worshipers killed three years 

ago when a white supremacist invaded a Bible study session at the Emanuel African 

Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, S.C. 

 
“This was the single most lethal and violent attack on the Jewish community in the 

history of the country,” said Jonathan Greenblatt, CEO and national director of the Anti-

Defamation League. “We’ve never had an attack of such depravity where so many people 

were killed. . . . When you go into a synagogue, saying ‘I want to kill all the Jews,’ that’s 
a hate crime.” 

 

Political, religious and civic leaders condemned Saturday’s massacre and vowed to 

support the Jewish community. 

 
“We simply cannot accept this violence as a normal part of American life,” Pennsylvania 

Gov. Tom Wolf (D), said during an afternoon news conference, his voice shaking. “These 

senseless acts of violence are not who we are as Pennsylvanians, they’re not who we are 

as Americans.” 
 

President Trump denounced the massacre and said something needs to be done about 

such crimes, suggesting a more frequent and speedier use of the death penalty, saying it 

should be “brought into vogue.” 
 

“It’s a terrible, terrible thing, what’s going on with hate in our country and frankly all 

over the world,” Trump said before boarding Air Force One on Saturday afternoon for a 

flight to Indianapolis. The president made a full-throated denunciation of anti-Semitism 

at a rally in Murphysboro, Ill., later in the day: “This evil anti-Semitic attack is an assault 
on all of us. It’s an assault on humanity. It will require all of us working together to 

extract the hateful poison of anti-Semitism from our world.” 

 

He said the massacre could have been prevented if the synagogue had armed security 
guards. Trump has frequently suggested that more armed people could deter mass 

shootings, making such comments after shooting rampages in Parkland, Fla., and 

Orlando in recent years. Armed law enforcement officers were, in fact, present at both of 

those mass shootings. 
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Trump ordered flags flown at half-staff at public grounds until sunset Wednesday in 

“solemn respect” for the victims, the White House said in a statement. 

 

The Anti-Defamation League, founded more than a century ago, has documented 
numerous murderous attacks on Jews in the United States, such as the assault by a 

white supremacist on the U.S. Holocaust Museum in 2009 that killed a security guard. 

The previous deadliest anti-Semitic attack, the ADL said, was actually a case of mistaken 

religious identity that claimed four lives. It happened in 1985, when a racist attacked 
Charles Goldmark and his family in Seattle, thinking they were Jewish. 

 

The ADL said Saturday that anti-Semitic incidents rose 57 percent in 2017, with 1,986 

documented events, a spike the league attributed to an increase of such incidents in high 
schools and on college campuses. 

 

Carl Chinn, president of the nonprofit Faith Based Security Network, said Saturday’s 

massacre was the 15th mass murder — defined as four or more fatalities — in a house of 

worship in U.S. history. The first was the 1963 Birmingham, Ala., bombing of the 16th 
Street Baptist Church that killed four African American girls, he said. 

 

On Saturday, members of the Tree of Life synagogue gathered at a makeshift grief 

center nearby to learn the fate of loved ones. On social media, synagogue members 
quickly relayed news of who was safe. But there would be 11 names — all adults — 

missing from the check-in. 

 

Synagogue member Arnold Freedman, 91, a psychologist, had intended to go to Tree of 
Life at 10 a.m., but he stayed home because a repairman was working in his basement. 

He began getting calls from friends as soon as the shooting began. 

 

“Our climate in the country now is really troubled. You see these hate crimes, and 
anybody on either side of the spectrum, right or left, are going to blame the other. It’s 

terrible,” Freedman said. “Unfortunately, there’s too many people like that, and they 

have too much access to guns.” 

 

Chuck Diamond, who grew up in Squirrel Hill and was a rabbi at Tree of Life for seven 
years, said he had always feared a day like this. 

 

“When I was leading the congregation, I always had in the back of my mind that 

something like this will happen,” Diamond said. “It’s a terrible thing to feel. When you 
come into our sanctuary, you want it to be a place that you feel safe in.” 

 

As news of the shooting spread, police locked down the nearby Rodef Shalom 

Congregation. Police also raced to synagogues in Washington, New York City, Chicago 
and Los Angeles to provide additional security. 

 

“It could have just as easily been our congregation,” said Rabbi Aaron Bisno of Rodef 

Shalom. “We don’t know what motivated the shooter, but when something like this 

strikes, the randomness of it terrifies.” 
 

The Tree of Life building houses three synagogues and has multiple communities that 

worship simultaneously, Bisno said, calling it the “center of Jewish life on Shabbat 

morning.” 
 

In recent years, Pittsburgh brought on a former FBI agent to act as a security point 

person, according to Bisno. His congregation recently went through an active-shooter 

training. Saturday was the first time there was a community need to put it into practice. 
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“It’s frightening,” he said. “It could happen anywhere at any time.” 

 

The FBI said Saturday that authorities believe Bowers acted alone. Authorities who 

entered the crime scene described it as stunning in its savagery. 
 

“This is the most horrific crime scene I’ve seen in 22 years with the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation,” said Jones, the FBI special agent in charge. 

 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions called the shooting “reprehensible and utterly repugnant 

to the values of this nation” and said the Justice Department will file hate crime and 

other charges “that could lead to the death penalty.” 

 
“The actions of Robert Bowers represent the worst of humanity,” said Brady, the 

prosecuting U.S. attorney for the Western District of Pennsylvania. “Justice in this case 

will be swift and it will be severe.” 

 

The Pittsburgh attack came days after the arrest of a Florida man who allegedly sent 
more than a dozen pipe bombs to prominent critics of Trump, and amid feverish 

midterm-election campaigning rife with attack ads. Several leaders have said the nation’s 

political rhetoric has become too polarizing, perhaps inspiring recent violence. 

 
Gab, a social media platform that has attracted many far-right users, said Saturday that 

the company had suspended an account that matched the alleged shooter’s name, 

turning the messages over to the FBI. The account included repeated attacks on Jews, 

references to white supremacist and neo-Nazi symbols, and attacks on the Hebrew 
Immigrant Aid Society, known as HIAS, which works with the federal government to 

resettle refugees in American communities. 

 

Mark Hetfield, president and chief executive of HAIS, said his agency has seen plenty of 
hate, and actively works to help people who are fleeing such hate. 

 

“But the United States is supposed to be a place of refuge, and a synagogue is supposed 

to be a place of refuge,” Hetfield said. 

 
Tom Malinowski, a Democratic congressional candidate in New Jersey who served as 

assistant secretary of state for democracy, human rights and labor in the Obama 

administration, posted a statement on his website saying that deranged people have 

always been around but that the political climate has changed. 
 

“Our highest national leaders are legitimizing rhetoric once confined to the paranoid 

extremes of our society — railing against ‘globalists,’ who all happen to be prominent 

Jews, complaining about ‘white genocide,’ attacking immigrants for ‘threatening our 
culture,’ and spreading crackpot conspiracy theories to advocate imprisoning their 

political opponents,” said Malinowski, who long served as the Washington director for 

Human Rights Watch. “These words are like sparks to the gasoline of disturbed minds. 

These words can kill.” 

 
The recent spate of mass shootings led Tree of Life Rabbi Jeffrey Myers to write on the 

synagogue’s blog, lamenting the lack of national action to address gun violence in the 

wake of the Parkland school shooting. 

 
“Unless there is a dramatic turnaround in the midterm elections, I fear that the status 

quo will remain unchanged, and school shootings will resume,” Myers wrote. “I shouldn’t 

have to include in my daily morning prayers that God should watch over my wife and 

daughter, both teachers, and keep them safe. Where are our leaders?” 
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Deanna Paul, Amy B Wang, Devlin Barrett, Wesley Lowery, Abby Ohlheiser, Kristine 

Phillips, Mike Rosenwald and Katie Zezima contributed to this developing story. 

 

 

Fall in Christian refugee admissions ‘suggests Trump has 

no real interest in religious persecution’ 

 

World Watch Monitor (13.09.2018) - https://bit.ly/2xiZzs3 - The United States, under 

President Trump, has admitted 40 per cent fewer Christian refugees in the past year, US 

broadcaster NBC News has reported. 
 

As the Trump administration has implemented stricter policies on immigration and 

refugees, almost 11,000 Christians looking for a safe place to go were reportedly refused 

entry to the US. 
 

Christians from the Middle East who have been living in the US for years have also been 

affected, with dozens of Iraqi Christians in detention centres and facing the possibility of 

deportation. 
 

“[This] suggests that the president has no real interest in religious persecution or the 

tenets of religious freedom,” Mary Giovagnoli, director of Refugee Council USA, told NBC. 

 

Last year Pew Research Center reported that the net number of Christian arrivals to the 
US was shrinking, although Christians were accounting for a steadily growing share of 

the arrivals. 

 

US Vice-President Mike Pence said in May last year that the Trump administration was 
committed “to defend[ing] Christians, and those of all faiths, whose freedom of religion is 

threatened”, and assured them that the US “would stand with them”. 

 

Minorities ‘neglected’ 
 

Meanwhile, figures released in the UK showed that during the first quarter of 2018, a 

“very low number of religious minority Syrians were recommended for resettlement by 

the UNHCR and resettled by the UK government”, noted human rights activist Ewelina 

Ochab in an article for Forbes. 
 

Stating that numbers have been steadily decreasing in recent years, she said “it may be 

concluded that the neglect of the minorities is a long-standing policy”. 

 
According to Ochab, this shows the UK government’s failure “to recognise the atrocities 

perpetrated against [minority] groups [such as Christians] as genocide”. 

 

“If a state does not recognise such genocide, the state will treat refugees for 
resettlement ‘alike’, rather than taking proactive steps to ensure that the remnants of the 

persecuted minority group survive,” she said. 

 

International day for victims 
 

https://bit.ly/2xiZzs3
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British peer Lord Alton and the EU’s Special Envoy for the promotion of freedom of 

religious or belief, Jan Figel’, have called for the creation of an international day for 

victims of religious persecution. 

 
This follows the tabling of a motion for the creation of such a day by British 

parliamentarians in July. 

 

“We have singularly and spectacularly failed to prevent, protect or to punish,” wrote Lord 
Alton and Jan Figel’ in an article for the UK’s Times newspaper, referring to crimes 

committed against religious minorities in Syria, Iraq and Myanmar. 

 

“States must do more to identify and consider mass atrocities for what they are … [but 
also] to assist the persecuted groups,” they wrote, suggesting that “a UN-led day 

commemorating the victims of religious persecution” would help to create and improve 

awareness. 

 

“Without acknowledging and addressing the religious character of such crimes, there will 
never be an adequate response. The annual event could let the victims of such mass 

atrocities tell their stories and remind the world of how it looked the other way,” they 

wrote. 

 
“The survivors’ memories of the humiliations, displacements and deaths suffered by their 

communities should motivate us and give us greater clarity in the approach we take.” 

 

 

A too-narrow vision of religious freedom 

The Trump administration embraces a laudable desire to expand 

religious tolerance, but its own intolerance toward some 

undermines the message. 

By The Editorial Board 

 

New York Times (16.08.2018) - https://nyti.ms/2Pnlu8Y - Even President Trump’s 

fiercest critics can find something to applaud in the administration’s campaign to protect 
and advance religious freedom around the world. 

The State Department’s inaugural conference on the subject drew hundreds of activists 

and scores of foreign officials to Washington last month and produced a statement of 

core beliefs and a plan to hold follow-up meetings in the United States and overseas. 

Invoking the 70-year-old Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the 

conference’s concluding statement asserted that “every person has the right to hold any 

faith or belief, or none at all, and enjoys the freedom to change faith” and argued that 

“defending the freedom of religion or belief is the collective responsibility of the global 
community.” To which we say, amen. 

But the initiative’s good intentions are in danger of being undermined by the 

administration’s political agenda, which emphasizes the American strain of evangelical 

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/opinion/editorialboard.html
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010eluY-0M5Xfx-8VJUFm1b0Lo6MEX6gdF3S38FDFDOtk-yu8YuK4pxORkXMwe-iqtfu8CW1nbybzrgQblW46ykSHcl0XlHZZ2GsIQNbFnt1kGCGu1i9JcpYMA5XlW_bGxIYCD_YRdrQ18SCbIUOGtxO83MGaXm_Q3MD9zAU5Xt_I=&c=qDWKrff15BS3u1B62jSMLxI57hE76H8MyFNkPjbOyHvcjQ-24wNLLA==&ch=eLbpY9nDGRaKY9M62SNICJjkJzsST9KxrFWFne8uA5HBm2Jmm4_tUA==
https://www.state.gov/j/drl/irf/religiousfreedom/index.htm
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
https://www.state.gov/j/drl/irf/religiousfreedom/284554.htm
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Christianity over other beliefs. In addition, the administration is pursuing immigration 

and foreign aid policies that belie its stated defense of religious rights. 

The conference was ostensibly called to address the rising threat to religious freedom. 

Some 80 percent of the global population is severely limited in exercising this right, and 
of the world’s 198 countries, 55 countries, or 28 percent, experienced high or very high 

levels of government restrictions on religion in 2016, according to a recent study 

from the Pew Research Center. 

While the horrific genocides against Rohingya Muslims  in Myanmar and against 
the Yazidis in Iraq have been widely publicized, there are countless other examples of 

religious-based persecution and discrimination — against Coptic Christians in Egypt, 

Muslim Uighurs and Tibetan Buddhists in China, Bahais in Iran, and others. 

The Trump administration is not the first to speak up for religious liberty. Since 1998, 
when Congress passed the International Religious Freedom Act, the State Department 

has issued annual assessments on how countries handle the issue and has used various 

government tools to defend groups and individuals overseas who are persecuted or 

discriminated against. 

The current administration took its advocacy to a new level with the three-day 
conference, whose invited participants were more diverse than many expected. Despite 

his own strict Catholic leanings, Sam Brownback, the ambassador for international 

religious freedom, said the goal was to protect religious freedom for all, “not to say we 

favor this faith or that faith.” 

Yet, the event, headlined by Vice President Mike Pence, an evangelical Christian, was 

clearly meant to appeal most to the evangelicals who are among the president’s most 

fervent political supporters, reflecting a selectivity that is antithetical to the very concept 

of religious freedom. 
 

One major focus was a demand for the release of Andrew Brunson, an American 

Christian pastor held by Turkey for nearly two years on bogus charges of complicity in 

the 2016 aborted coup. Under pressure from evangelicals, Mr. Trump earlier this 
month imposed sanctions on Turkey, shaking its fragile economy, in an effort to secure 

Mr. Brunson’s release. The president has been silent about 19 other detained Americans, 

including a NASA scientist who is Muslim. 

The presence of a Hungarian delegation seemed particularly at odds with conference 

aims of promoting “equality under the law.” Although Hungary’s authoritarian prime 
minister, Viktor Orban, has turned the Christian-majority country from democracy to 

nationalism and Islamophobia, he was praised by the evangelical Christian leader Tony 

Perkins for supporting persecuted Christians around the world. 

President Barack Obama made a point of reaching out to the Muslim world, as well as to 
other faith communities. And like previous presidents, he tended to consider religious 

rights within the broad spectrum of human and civil rights. Countries that deny religious 

freedom invariably restrict other freedoms as well. 

Many evangelicals, however, are increasingly promoting religious freedom as “our first 
freedom,” as Mr. Pence did in his speech. Their argument is that human rights are 

becoming politicized and conflated with economic and social goals, such as equal rights 

for workers, women and gay and transgender people. 

https://www.state.gov/j/drl/irf/religiousfreedom/284554.htm
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/06/21/key-findings-on-the-global-rise-in-religious-restrictions/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/03/opinion/aung-san-suu-kyi-myanmar-rohingya.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/03/opinion/aung-san-suu-kyi-myanmar-rohingya.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/17/world/middleeast/for-a-yazidi-woman-justice-for-isis-crimes-is-still-elusive.html
http://www.uscirf.gov/about-uscirf/international-religious-freedom-act-1998-amended
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6hRQmEaIwN0
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/25/world/middleeast/andrew-brunson-turkey.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/10/business/turkey-erdogan-economy-lira.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/15/world/europe/hungary-us-orban-trump.html
https://soundcloud.com/family-research-council/omb-director-mick-mulvaney
https://soundcloud.com/family-research-council/omb-director-mick-mulvaney
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-vice-president-pence-ministerial-advance-religious-freedom/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-vice-president-pence-ministerial-advance-religious-freedom/
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There are other reasons to question the administration’s motives, starting with the fact 

that it has been reliably tough on human rights abuses only when they involve 

adversaries like Iran, North Korea and Cuba. Last year, then-Secretary of State Rex 

Tillerson told aides not to let human rights concerns create “obstacles” in pursuing 
American interests. In a memo, one of his advisers said that Saudi Arabia, Egypt and the 

Philippines, whose repressive leaders are admired by the president, should be given a 

pass on rights questions. 

Then there are Mr. Trump’s disgraceful attempts to ban Muslims from some countries 
from entering the United States; his reprehensible treatment of refugees and 

immigrants, especially in separating children from their parents; and his continued 

support for the Saudi-led war in Yemen, which has caused a humanitarian catastrophe. 

Such behavior hardly reflects the “tolerance” and appreciation of “human dignity” that 
conference documents endorsed. 

Supporting people facing religious persecution overseas is both a moral burden of the 

United States and an exercise in self-interest. As Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said, 

religious freedom is “an essential building block for all free societies.” But it is not the 

only one. 

If the Trump administration aspires to truly advance religious freedom, it will need to 

embrace a far broader vision of human rights. 

Follow The New York Times Opinion section on Facebook and Twitter (@NYTOpinion), and 

sign up for the Opinion Today newsletter. 
 

A version of this article appears in print on Aug. 18, 2018, on Page SR10 of the New York 

edition with the headline: A Too-Narrow Vision of Religious Freedom.  
 
The editorial board represents the opinions of the board, its editor and the 

publisher. It is separate from the newsroom and the Op-Ed section. 

 

A religious freedom summit can’t undo Trump’s record 
on Islam 

 

https://www.politico.com/story/2017/12/19/tillerson-state-human-rights-304118
https://www.politico.com/story/2017/12/19/tillerson-state-human-rights-304118
https://www.politico.com/f/?id=00000160-6c37-da3c-a371-ec3f13380001
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/26/opinion/trump-travel-ban-supreme-court.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/23/opinion/sunday/donald-trump-gop-immigration-cages.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/23/opinion/sunday/donald-trump-gop-immigration-cages.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/18/opinion/trump-children-border-immigration-nielsen.html
https://www.state.gov/j/drl/irf/religiousfreedom/284560.htm
https://www.facebook.com/nytopinion
http://twitter.com/NYTOpinion
http://www.nytimes.com/newsletters/opiniontoday/
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Paula White, center right, one of President Trump's evangelical advisers, and 

participants at the Ministerial to Advance Religious Freedom at the U.S. 

Department of State in Washington on July 24, 2018. Photo by State 

Department/Public Domain 
 

RNS (25.07.2018) — This week’s State Department ministerial on international religious 
freedom has been a well-orchestrated, if hastily organized, event with a sense of 

common purpose rarely seen in the current administration. 

It prominently features the work of the United States Commission on International 

Religious Freedom, as bipartisan a body as you’ll find in Washington these days. The 
foreign ministers and religious leaders from around the world all concur that politics 

should be the furthest thing from anyone’s mind when it comes to a universal value like 

advancing religious freedom. 

Yet it doesn’t take an expert to see that politics are everywhere in the United States’ 
current approach to religious freedom. 

It’s plain, to begin with, that the impetus for putting on the event has much to do with 

President Trump’s indebtedness to conservative evangelical Christians for his election. To 

their credit, American evangelicals have engaged religious freedom issues for some time. 

But the dominance of evangelicals in this sphere carries with it costs and oversights, 
including excessive deference to politicians and co-religionists who have shown hostility 

toward Islam. 

In a meeting last month, Sam Brownback, the former Kansas senator and governor who 

is now U.S. ambassador-at-large for international religious freedom, reportedly lobbied 
British Ambassador Sir Kim Darroch on behalf of an English anti-Muslim activist, Tommy 

Robinson, now in jail in the United Kingdom. A State Department spokesman called 

characterizations of Brownback’s meeting with Darroch “completely false” but did not 

comment further. 

 
Sam Brownback, U.S. ambassador-at-large for international religious freedom, 

gives opening remarks at the Ministerial to Advance Religious Freedom at the 
State Department on July 24, 2018. RNS photo by Adelle M. Banks 

Brownback should comment further. Americans deserve to know what the United States’ 

interest is in a notorious bigot who has been associated with Steve Bannon, the erstwhile 

https://religionnews.com/2018/07/24/brownback-opens-religious-freedom-summit-with-plea-to-fight-persecution/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-britain-robinson/trumps-ambassador-lobbied-britain-on-behalf-of-jailed-right-wing-activist-tommy-robinson-idUSKBN1K331J
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Trump adviser and white nativist. Brownback, who has done too little to distance himself 

from the anti-Muslim sentiments of the president who nominated him, should also take 

the opportunity to renounce positions that mar his leadership on religious freedom, 

including his support for Trump’s travel ban. 

The White House’s equating of religious freedom with evangelical causes is apparent in 

its three recent nominations for USCIRF, which went to Christian political operative Gary 

Bauer; the Rev. Johnnie Moore, one of Trump’s liaisons to the religious right; and Nadine 

Maenza, who served as an aide to former Pennsylvania Republican Sen. Rick Santorum. 

Trump is not alone in handing off this issue to evangelicals. Senate Majority Leader Mitch 

McConnell used his USCIRF nomination to appoint Family Research Council President 

Tony Perkins, a longtime leader in the religious right who has made disqualifying 

statements about Islam. 

Nobody in the capital seems to be above politics when it comes to religious freedom, of 

course: Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer appointed Gayle Manchin to USCIRF, 

where she serves as vice chair. She happens to be the wife of West Virginia Sen. Joe 

Manchin, a vulnerable Democrat facing re-election this year and being pressed by 

Republicans to switch parties. 

But the disgusting anti-Muslim sentiments of Trump and some of his supporters besmirch 

the argument that religious freedom is a cornerstone diplomatic priority, and, frankly, 

call the whole project into question. 

The question is whether the ministerial, and religious freedom itself, can rise above the 
politics to serve a higher purpose. 

The answer is likely yes. While undoubtedly a boost for evangelicals that Trump can tout 

as another “win,” the ministerial can only foster collaborations among the assembled 

government officials, civil-society representatives and faith groups and encourage them 
in their work ahead. 

It is critical, however, for the gathering to hold the White House to account for its failures 

to stand up for everyone affected by religious persecution. In a thoughtful op-ed in the 

Globe Post, University of Vermont Professor Peter Henne says religious freedom 
advocates often “prize institutional access too highly.” 

The well-meaning advocates who accepted the State Department’s invitation this week 

despite Trump’s record on Islam need to say plainly that Trumpism and international 

religious freedom contradict each other in ways we cannot ignore. 

(Jacob Lupfer, a frequent commentator on religion and politics, is a writer and consultant 
in Baltimore. His website is www.jacoblupfer.com. Follow him on Twitter at @jlupf. The 

views expressed in this commentary do not necessarily represent those of Religion News 

Service.) 

 

Hope for Sister Zou Demei: Lawyer files motion to reopen 
her case 

Bitter Winter (13.08.2018) - https://bit.ly/2nBFA2w - Readers of Bitter Winter may be 

familiar with the case of Ms. Zou Demei, a Chinese woman detained in Detroit and facing 

deportation back to China, where she will be arrested and probably executed. 

 
Ms. Zou was until 2016 the regional leader of The Church of Almighty God (CAG), a 

Christian new religious movement banned in China, in the four provinces of Yunnan, 

Guizhou, Chongqing, and Sichuan. This made her one of the top leaders of the CAG in 

China, and one of the most wanted by the authorities, with a substantial bounty placed 

https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/individual/tony-perkins
https://theglobepost.com/2018/07/24/trump-international-religious-freedom/
http://www.jacoblupfer.com/
https://bit.ly/2nBFA2w
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on her head. As all CAG members, she destroyed all evidence of her true identity and 

went under the pseudonym of Yao Lu. 

 

In 2016, Ms. Zou was informed that she was wanted not only as a leader of a banned 
religious movement, which was already bad enough but on trumped up charges of 

espionage, which might lead to the death penalty. She managed to escape from China 

with the passport of another person with her picture pasted on it and reach South Korea. 

Since South Korea, unlike the U.S. and Canada, has not granted asylum to any CAG 
refugee and it was unsafe for her to live there with a false passport, she decided to move 

to the U.S. She landed in Detroit on January 24, 2017, where her passport was detected 

as false and she was arrested. 

 
Language problems prevented her and a few co-religionists who initially tried to help her 

to make her case understandable to the American authorities, and her asylum request 

was denied on December 4, 2017, with an order that she should be deported back to 

China. Her appeal was rejected on May 22, 2018. 

 
At this stage, the CAG contacted several NGOs and instructed a specialized lawyer, Mr. 

Russell Abrutyn of Detroit, who took over representation of Ms. Zou and was informed 

that Homeland Security intended to deport her back to China after August 15, 2018. 

 
Mr. Abrutyn has now filed a motion to reopen with the Board of Immigration Appeals, the 

highest administrative immigration court in the United States. This motion was based on 

new evidence that only recently became available thanks to the campaign by the 

international human rights community, a campaign that has drawn increased attention to 
Ms. Zou’s plight. As a result of this campaign, the people whose lives she touched 

through her leadership role in China with the CAG recognized her picture (although she 

had known her under a different name) and came to her defense by corroborating her 

role within the CAG. 
 

Also, Mr. Abrutyn explained, “the Board of Immigration Appeals has been provided with 

official government reports, which should have been but weren’t provided before, 

highlighting the religious persecution in China against the CAG and its adherents.” 

 
Bitter Winter, who has led the campaign in favor of Ms. Zou, trust that, with the new 

documents, deportation to China, which would lead to her arrest and detention and most 

probably to her execution, may be avoided. However, Ms. Zou needs any help she may 

receive from institutional and private advocates for religious liberty and human rights. 

 

Breaking news: SCOTUS rules in favour of Masterpiece 
Cakeshop 

Law & Religion UK (04.06.2018) - https://bit.ly/2Mdr9g6 - Masterpiece Cakeshop, Ltd. is 

a Colorado bakery owned and operated by Jack Phillips, an expert baker and devout 
Christian. On 4 June, in Masterpiece Cakeshop Ltd et al v Colorado Civil Rights 

Commission et al 584 U. S. ____ (2018) 3, the US Supreme Court ruled by 7-2 

(Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor dissenting) that the Colorado Civil Rights 

Commission’s actions in assessing Mr Phillips’s reasons for declining to make a cake for a 
same sex couple’s wedding celebration violated the Free Exercise Clause in the First 

Amendment to the US Constitution. 

 

In an opinion by Justice Kennedy, the Court reversed the decision of the Court of 
Appeals of Colorado. Justice Kagan filed a concurring opinion in which Justice Breyer 

joined. Justice Gorsuch filed a concurring opinion in which Justice Alito joined. Justice 

https://bit.ly/2Mdr9g6
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Thomas filed an opinion concurring in part and concurring in the judgment in which 

Justice Gorsuch joined. Justice Ginsburg filed a dissenting opinion in which Justice 

Sotomayor joined. 

 
The majority held that, while the laws and the Constitution can, and in some instances 

must, protect gay persons and gay couples in the exercise of their civil rights, religious 

and philosophical objections to gay marriage were protected views and in some instances 

protected forms of expression. Though Colorado law could protect gay persons in 
acquiring products and services on the same terms and conditions as were offered to 

other members of the public, the law had to be applied in a manner neutral toward 

religion. 

 
Mr Phillips’s claim that using his artistic skills to make an expressive statement – a 

wedding endorsement in his own voice and of his own creation – had a significant First 

Amendment speech component and implicated his deep and sincere religious beliefs. The 

Court also noted that in 2012 Colorado had not recognized the validity of gay marriages, 

nor had the Supreme Court itself handed down judgment in Obergefell. There was some 
force to Mr Phillips’s argument that he was not unreasonable in believing that his decision 

had been lawful: 

 

“State law at the time also afforded storekeepers some latitude to decline 
to create specific messages they considered offensive. Indeed, while the 

instant enforcement proceedings were pending, the State Civil Rights 

Division concluded in at least three cases that a baker acted lawfully in 

declining to create cakes with decorations that demeaned gay persons or 
gay marriages. Phillips too was entitled to a neutral and respectful 

consideration of his claims in all the circumstances of the case.” 

 

In the opinion of the Court, the Colorado Civil Rights Commission’s treatment of Mr 
Phillips’s case had “showed elements of a clear and impermissible hostility toward the 

sincere religious beliefs motivating his objection”, to an extent that called into question 

the fairness and impartiality of the Commission’s adjudication. There had also been a 

difference of treatment as between Mr Phillips’s case and the cases of other bakers with 

objections to anti-gay messages who had been successful before the Commission. 
 

The Commission’s treatment of Mr Phillips had therefore violated the State’s duty under 

the First Amendment not to base laws or regulations on hostility to a religion or religious 

viewpoint: 
 

“The government, consistent with the Constitution’s guarantee of free 

exercise, cannot impose regulations that are hostile to the religious beliefs 

of affected citizens and cannot act in a manner that passes judgment upon 
or presupposes the illegitimacy of religious beliefs and practices.” 

 

Can LGBT rights and religious rights coexist? Kim Davis-

like case tests the waters 

By Sarah Pulliam Bailey  

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/sarah-pulliam-bailey/
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Gayle Myrick resigned from her position as a North Carolina magistrate in 

2014 because she didn’t want to perform same-sex ceremonies. (The Becket 
Fund) 

 

The Washington Post (07.02.2018) - http://wapo.st/2nNaOnV - Since the Supreme Court 

legalized same-sex marriage nationwide in 2015, a slew of controversial cases have 

raised questions over whether LGBT rights can coexist with religious rights. One of the 

most hotly debated cases involved Kim Davis, a Kentucky county clerk who famously 
refused to let her staff issue marriage licenses to same-sex couples in 2015 and went to 

jail for six days during a legal battle that went to the Supreme Court. 

As the battles continue in the courts and in legislatures, some religious-freedom 

advocates who would like to see a compromise have expressed fears that the country is 

at an impasse and that the law will ultimately favor one set of rights or the other. 

The Supreme Court could clarify controversial questions when it decides later this year 

whether a bakery owner has the constitutional right to decline to make a cake for a 

same-sex wedding. 

Meanwhile, some advocates are pointing to a case in North Carolina that they say could 

provide a national blueprint for compromise on the issue. 

In 2014, after same-sex marriage was legalized in North Carolina, Gayle Myrick resigned 

from her job as a magistrate in the state because she believed that performing civil 

marriages for same-sex couples went against her faith. 

Unlike Davis, Myrick did not object to marrying any specific couple, and she did not ask 

other employees in the office to refuse to do so. (Davis has recently said she no longer 
objects to issuing licenses for same-sex couples since Kentucky changed the rules so 

clerks do not have to attach their names to licenses.) 

When Myrick, who attends a Southern Baptist church, raised her discomfort with 

performing a same-sex ceremony, her supervisor suggested she could remove her from 

the duties of performing marriages altogether. However, a higher-level supervisor said 

her schedule could not be adjusted to excuse her from marriage duties. 

“I didn’t want to stop anyone from getting married,” said Myrick, who is 68 and lives in 

Monroe, N.C. “I also knew my religious convictions would not allow me to perform those 

marriages personally.” 

http://wapo.st/2nNaOnV
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A federal judge ruled last year that she should have been allowed to opt out of 

performing marriages because of her religious beliefs. As a result, Myrick reached a 

settlement in January with the government to compensate her for her pay, retirement 

pay and attorneys’ fees. She has been represented by the Becket Fund, which has taken 
up high-profile cases such as Hobby Lobby’s Supreme Court case on insurance coverage 

for contraception. 

In 2015, North Carolina passed a law that allows magistrates (who work as lay judges) to 

opt out of performing all marriages based on a “sincerely held religious objection.” The 

law requires counties to make other magistrates available to handle marriage licenses 

and same-sex weddings if they have recusals. 

Some religious-freedom observers and activists see the state law and Myrick’s case as a 

victory in the tension between LGBT rights and government workers’ religious rights. A 
same-sex couple seeking to wed wouldn’t know that a government official intends to 

discriminate against them, as the official would be opting out of all marriages, activists 

argue. 

“Nobody’s entitled to the right to insult someone or deny someone to their face,” said Ira 

Lupu, a law professor emeritus at George Washington University who specializes in the 

First Amendment. “People have a right to be accommodated in the workplace so long as 

there’s little harm to the people being served.” 

Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 states that employers must reasonably 

accommodate the religious practices of employees if that can be done without undue 
hardship. The problem with Davis’s case was that she didn’t seek just to exempt herself, 

said Douglas Laycock, a professor at the University of Virginia Law School. Instead, she 

sought to exempt the whole county. Laycock said he believes that exemptions in 

government offices should be narrower than those in businesses because the government 
must treat all citizens equally — but that Myrick’s case seemed like a win-win compared 

with Davis’s case. 

“[Davis] wouldn’t let anyone issue licenses,” Laycock said. “But the county is not an 

employee, the county has no religion, and exempting the county would deprive all same-

sex couples of essential government services. Substituting a different [official] for Myrick 

doesn’t deprive anyone of anything.” 

But others are fearful that such laws could give government workers license to 

discriminate. 

“The law already draws the line for ministers and religious institutions. But this is a 

government officials, said Louise Melling, deputy legal director of the American Civil 

Liberties Union. “The question is where the law draws the line.” 

Claims for exemptions based on religious beliefs aren’t new, Melling said, and they were 

raised after civil rights laws were enacted to prevent racial discrimination. Bob Jones 
University, which previously banned interracial dating, lost a Supreme Court case when 

the court ruled that the First Amendment did not prevent the IRS from revoking the tax-

exempt status of a religious university whose practices are contrary to compelling 

government interest. 

“If you say a magistrate wants exemption … the government is then licensing 

discrimination,” Melling said. 
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Several states have wrestled with similar cases. The “Utah compromise” in 2015 was 

hailed by some as an accommodation between Mormon leaders and LGBT activists, a 

signal that leaders on both sides could be open to giving a bit. The law banned employers 

and landlords from discriminating against people on the basis of sexual orientation and 
gender identity, and it also protected employees from being fired for talking about 

religious or moral beliefs. 

The North Carolina law has some similarities to the Utah law, but Utah’s law didn’t 

specifically allow government officials to opt out of performing marriages. Utah made it 

so that the state would perform marriages using “willing clerks” or others in the 

community authorized to marry people. And if a same-sex couple comes into the office 
for a license and no willing clerks are available, then the elected town clerk does the 

service. 

No state anti-discrimination laws have been passed since the Utah legislation, according 

to Robin Fretwell Wilson, a professor at the University of Illinois College of Law who 

worked on the Utah legislation. 

Could laws similar to those in these two states be enacted across the country? Some 

observers, including Laycock, believe that compromises may be difficult to find in the 

future and that the country could be at a stalemate. 

“The challenge here is to protect the rights of both sides as much as possible, and more 

often than not, that is entirely possible if we had just a smidgen of goodwill on both 

sides,” Laycock said. 

The Supreme Court’s decision on the bakery case, which is expected late spring, could 

cause a kind of stalemate between the sides, said Charles Haynes of the Newseum’s 
Religious Freedom Center. 

“In this fight, we have reached a point where both sides see this as a zero-sum game,” 
he said. 

 

Judge rules bakeshop owner doesn’t have to bake 
wedding cake for gay couple 

Daily Caller (06.02.2018) - http://bit.ly/2BKoZCU - A California judge ruled Monday the 

state couldn’t force a cake shop owner to bake a cake for a gay couple’s wedding, ruling 

that doing so would constitute a violation of free speech. 

Superior Court Judge David Lampe denied the state of California’s request for a 

preliminary injunction that sought to force bakeshop owner Cathy Miller to design a 

wedding cake for a gay couple. 

“For this court to force such compliance would do violence to the essentials of Free 
Speech guaranteed under the First Amendment,” Lampe ruled, according to a press 

release sent to The Daily Caller News Foundation. The injunction also posited that if Miller 

refused to design the cake, the state would force her to close her Tastries Bakery shop 

altogether.  

http://bit.ly/2BKoZCU
https://www.turnto23.com/news/local-news/judge-rules-in-favor-of-california-baker-who-refused-to-design-wedding-cake-for-same-sex-couple
https://www.turnto23.com/news/local-news/judge-rules-in-favor-of-california-baker-who-refused-to-design-wedding-cake-for-same-sex-couple
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“We are pleased that the judge recognized that the First Amendment protects Cathy’s 

freedom of speech,” Charles LiMandri, chief counsel and president of the Freedom of 

Conscience Defense Fund, said after the ruling, the press release reports. 

LiMandri argued in Friday’s court hearing that Miller doesn’t discriminate against same-
sex couples, but refuses to use her artistic talents to express a message that conflicts 

with her religious beliefs about marriage. 

The ruling comes after two women asked Miller to design their wedding cake and filed a 

complaint with the state, alleging that Miller discriminated against them on the basis of 
sexual orientation. They also posted about the event on social media. Following their 

complaint, the state launched an investigation and sought a court order to force Miller to 

bake the wedding cake. 

 

“This is a significant victory for faith and freedom because the judge indicated in his 

ruling that the state cannot succeed in this case as a matter of law,” LiMandri said. “No 

doubt the California officials will continue their persecution of Cathy, but it is clear that 

she has the Constitution on her side.” 

The cake baking incident comes after the Supreme Court announced in June that it would 
hear a similar case that occurred in 2012, when a baker in Colorado refused to bake a 

wedding cake for a gay couple. Lower courts had previously ruled that Jack Phillips, the 

owner of Masterpiece Cakeshop, had violated the state’s accommodation laws by refusing 

to serve a customer based on sexual orientation, according to The Washington Post. 

Content created by The Daily Caller News Foundation is available without charge to any 

eligible news publisher that can provide a large audience. For licensing opportunities for 

this original content, email licensing@dailycallernewsfoundation.org. 

 

100 Iranian Christians waiting to enter U.S. could be sent 

back to Iran   

 By Nina Shea 

 

Washington Free Beacon (09.01.2018) - http://bit.ly/2qMfz4U - U.S. government action 
could send 100 mostly Christian Iranians stranded in Vienna back to Iran this week, 

where their return during the harsh government crackdown on dissidents could target 

them for further persecution, human rights activists warn.  

  
The deportation threat looms despite the Trump administration's and Congress's vocal 

support for protesters in Iran, who are waging the strongest nationwide uprising against 

the government in Tehran in eight years. 

  
"These deportations, during a human-rights crackdown in Iran no less, could be a death 

sentence for these persecuted Christians and other minorities," Nina Shea, an 

international humans rights lawyer who directs the Hudson Institute's Center for 

Religious Freedom, told the Washington Free Beacon. "They would undermine the 

important statements against Iran's repression by President Trump, Vice President Pence 
and U.N. Ambassador [Nikki Haley]." 

  

http://dailycaller.com/2017/08/28/another-bakery-faces-lash-back-because-it-wont-bake-cake-for-gay-wedding/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/
mailto:licensing@dailycallernewsfoundation.org
http://bit.ly/2qMfz4U
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"The administration needs to act fast to stop this travesty," she said, noting that the U.S. 

government could give the refugees notices denying them entry to the U.S. as early as 

this week. This would leave the Austrians with little choice but to send them back to Iran. 

  
Activists say the timing of the deportation threat is also particularly troublesome for the 

Trump administration, after the State Department last week designated Iran among 10 

countries "of particular concern" for "systematic, ongoing, and egregious violations of 

religious freedom." 
  

The Iranian Christian refugees traveled to Vienna in January 2017 under a 27-year-old 

U.S. law passed by Congress to help Jews escape persecution in the Soviet Union. Under 

a 2004 update of the law, known as the Lautenberg amendment, the State Department 
has helped tens of thousands of Iranian Jews, Christians, and Baha'is who were at risk in 

their home country to resettle in the United States. 

  

During the end of the Obama administration, the State Department initially signed off on 

plans to resettle the latest group of mostly Iranian Christian refugees but then placed a 
hold on them toward the end of last year before Trump took office, according to Anna 

Buwalda, executive director of the Jubilee Campaign. The Jubilee Campaign is a nonprofit 

organization that advocates for religious minorities who suffer persecution in their home 

countries. 
  

Buwalda says she and other human-rights activists don't know why the U.S. appears to 

be on the brink of denying them entry to the United States, and no one at the State 

Department or DHS has provided any answers. 
  

"This is part of the mystery, and nobody's been able to receive any information to explain 

it," she said. 

  
One-third of the refugees were set to resettle in California, where many of their relatives 

who have already gone through the refugee resettlement process are located, according 

to the activists. 

  

The Department of Homeland Security, which has an office in Vienna, helped interview 
and vet the refugees, along with HIAS, the global Jewish nonprofit that works with the 

State Department on Lautenberg program refugee cases, Buwalda said. 

  

HIAS referred a request for comment to its partner, the State Department Bureau of 
Population, Refugees and Migration. Neither the State Department nor the DHS provided 

a response. 

  

The refugees, most of them Armenians and Assyrians, have been waiting in Vienna for a 
year as U.S. courts have weighed in on the constitutionality of the travel ban, and 

recently were informed they must go back to Iran, according to Shea and Buwalda. 

  

It is unclear if the Trump administration is behind the deportation threat or if Austria is 

becoming impatient with these cases remaining in limbo. 
  

Human rights groups are urging the administration to take action and are worried the 

refugees and other priorities involving religious minorities in hotspots around the world 

are falling through the cracks as key Trump administration posts remain vacant a year 
into his presidency. 

  

"The U.S. has broken its promise to Iranian religious minorities," Buwalda said. "They 

traveled to Vienna at the invitation of the United States, with the understanding that they 
would soon be reunited with their American families. Instead, the groups of refugees 
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have been forced to wait there for more than a year with no explanation. They have no 

source of income, and many have spent down their life savings." 

  

"The U.S. government must solve this situation quickly and humanely," she said. 
  

One key post that would normally handle Lautenberg program issues remains vacant. 

Kansas Gov. Sam Brownback's nomination to the State Department post of ambassador 

at large for religious freedom is in limbo after Democrats placed a hold on it late last year 
and blocked the Senate from approving him. 

  

The White House re-nominated Brownback on Monday but has not publicly disclosed 

whether it intends to expend the political capital to lean on the Senate to quickly confirm 
him. Senate GOP leaders would have to devote at least three days of precious floor time 

to hold a floor vote on the nomination if Democrats continue to oppose him instead of 

passing him quickly by unanimous consent. 

  

The White House did not respond to an inquiry into Brownback's nomination. 
  

Catholic and other Christian leaders have praised the Trump administration's rhetoric on 

the issue. They point to the administration's National Security Strategy report, unveiled 

in late December, and its pledge to "protect religious minorities" abroad. 
  

Pence in October received a standing ovation at a dinner devoted to religious freedom 

issue when he pledged that "help is on the way" to religious minority communities in Iraq 

struggling to recover from Islamic State genocide. 
  

However, Trump also has yet to appoint a special adviser for international religious 

freedom at the White House's National Security Council and has kept a special envoy for 

religious freedom post downgraded in power, as it was during the Obama administration. 
  

The faith office at USAID also remains without a leader. 

 

 


