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USCIRF applauds Canada’s move toward abolishing 
blasphemy law 

 

USCIRF (14.12.2018) - https://bit.ly/2SSzbgY - The United States Commission on 

International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) applauds the passage of legislation in Canada’s 

Senate removing the offense of blasphemy from the country’s criminal code. The offense 
will be officially removed once the bill receives Royal Assent. The last time someone was 

convicted for blasphemy in Canada was almost 100 years ago. However, these laws are 

dangerous even when dormant in Western democracies, as they can unexpectedly be 

enforced to prosecute offenders for speech deemed blasphemous, as a recent incident in 

Spain shows. 
 

“Laws criminalizing blasphemy are detrimental to religious freedom and other human 

rights, such as freedom of expression,” said USCIRF Chair Tenzin Dorjee. “These laws 

make governments the arbiters of truth and conscience, and are ripe for abuse against 
dissenting voices and members of religious minorities. USCIRF welcomes this step by the 

Canadian government and urges all other nations to eliminate these pernicious laws.” 

 

Canada joins several countries, including Denmark and Malta, that have recently 
removed antiquated blasphemy provisions. Soon Ireland will also remove its blasphemy 

law, following a public referendum held in October. (See USCIRF’s statement on this 

here.) Roughly one third of countries around the world maintain blasphemy laws, which 

range from obsolete to actively used with penalties that include death. USCIRF recently 

published a report examining global blasphemy laws and their compliance with 
international human rights standards. 

 

Anti-Semitic crimes rise by 60% in Canada 

JTA (30.11.2018) - https://bit.ly/2zHrDGG - Hate crimes against Jews in Canada have 
spiked 60 percent since last year, making them the most targeted minority group in the 

country for the second straight year. 

 

Statistics Canada reported Thursday that the number of incidents reported to police rose 

to 360 in 2017 from 221 in 2016. The increase was attributed to nonviolent “mischief” 
hate crimes. 

 

The country’s main Jewish advocacy group said it was “alarmed” by the numbers. 

 

https://bit.ly/2SSzbgY
https://bit.ly/2zHrDGG
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“It is disturbing to think an anti-Semitic hate crime takes place every 24 hours in our 

country,” Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs CEO Shimon Koffler said. “History 

demonstrates that those who target Jews and other minorities pose a threat to society as 

a whole. All Canadians should be vigilant in standing against hate.” 
 

Overall, hate crimes in Canada jumped 47 percent in 2017. Statistics Canada reported a 

rise in hate crimes against the Muslim, black, Asian and LGBTQ communities. 

 
Read the Statistics Canada report here: 

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/181129/dq181129a-eng.htm 

 

 

Canada’s Supreme Court ruling is a grave blow to 

religious freedom—and not only in Canada 

By Paul Marshall 

 

Providence Magazine (18.06.2018) - https://bit.ly/2tlNSin - In a case concerning a 

Christian university, the Supreme Court of Canada issued a ruling on June 15 that is a 
major blow to religious freedom. The decision will affect not only Canada but also 

America, and may well be an indicator of future trends in the United States. 

 

The case concerns Trinity Western University (TWU) in British Columbia, the largest 

private Christian university in the country which in 2012 had proposed starting a law 
school. The court ruled that because TWU upheld a traditional Christian view of marriage 

its law school graduates may be barred from legal practice. 

 

At its founding in 1962, the university, like many other Christian institutions in Canada 
and the US, adopted a “community covenant,” a code of conduct for its faculty, staff, and 

students. Part of the covenant states that members of the community must “voluntarily 

abstain from the following actions…[including] sexual intimacy that violates the 

sacredness of marriage between a man and a woman.” 
 

This led to problems earlier when TWU wanted to begin a teacher training program. The 

British Columbia College of Teachers refused to accredit the program because of the 

covenant. The case eventually went to the Supreme Court of Canada, which in 2001 

decided 8-to-1 that the British Columbia College of Teachers could not simply consider 
“equality rights” without regard to religious freedom. It stated that “British Columbia’s 

human rights legislation accommodates religious freedoms…by allowing religious 

institutions to discriminate in their admissions policies on the basis of religion.” The court 

also added that “it is difficult to see how the same logic would not result in the denial of 
accreditation to members of a particular church. The diversity of Canadian society is 

partly reflected in the multiple religious organizations that mark the societal landscape 

and this diversity of views should be respected.” 

 
Despite this clear and sweeping precedent, when the university announced it would like 

to form a law school, there was an outcry and a concerted campaign to block the 

effort.[1] In June 2012, TWU filed its proposal with the Federation of the Law Societies of 

Canada (for Americans, these are analogous to state bar associations). The Council of 
Canadian Law Deans, the heads of law schools, then wrote a letter to the federation 

stating that TWU discriminates against gays and others and that the proposal needed to 

be carefully vetted. The federation then appointed a special committee to review the 

implications of any TWU law school. After the committee found in the university’s favor, 

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/181129/dq181129a-eng.htm
https://bit.ly/2tlNSin
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holding that there was “no public interest reason to exclude future graduates of the 

program from law society bar admission programs,” the Federation of Law Societies gave 

its approval to TWU’s proposal. 

 
With this verdict, most of the provincial law societies across Canada approved 

accreditation of graduates from the proposed law school. However, the Law Society of 

Upper Canada (Ontario) and the Nova Scotia Barristers’ Association said it would not 

accept such graduates. Subsequently, the Law Society of British Columbia voted to 
reverse its earlier decision to grant accreditation and requested that the British Columbia 

government revoke the law school’s accreditation on the grounds that TWU discriminated 

against unmarried couples and homosexuals. The government then revoked its prior 

approval pending the outcome of court cases. 
 

There were conflicting decisions by the supreme courts in the provinces, so the matter 

again ended up in the Supreme Court of Canada. Despite its 8-to-1 decision in 2001 in a 

remarkably similar case involving TWU, the court abandoned this strong precedent and 

instead held that the decision to deny accreditation to TWU law school graduates was 
reasonable because promoting equality required equal access to the legal profession, and 

that supporting diversity within the bar and preventing harm to LGBTQ law students were 

valid means to pursue the public interest. 

 
The majority also held that the covenant necessarily restricts gays who feel they have no 

choice but to attend TWU’s law school, and that such people would have to deny who 

they are while in the school. “Being required by someone else’s religious beliefs to 

behave contrary to one’s sexual identity is degrading and disrespectful.” 
 

The majority also stated that the Law Society of British Columbia’s decision to reject 

TWU’s application did not limit religious freedom to a significant extent because the 

covenant was not absolutely required to study law in a Christian environment. They 
deemed that studying law in an environment infused with the community’s religious 

beliefs was merely a preference, not a necessity. 

 

Apparently, for the court, despite the fact that there are 18 secular English common law 

schools in Canada with no faith-based alternative, a decision by a gay person to attend 
Canada’s only committed Christian law school could be a necessity, whereas maintaining 

a Christian code of conduct in that law school would merely be a preference. The law 

school must therefore be required to conform to the views of those who may wish to 

attend. 
 

This decision can have far-reaching effects. The court’s principles, if they may be given 

such a description, could also be applied to TWU’s teacher training programs and, indeed, 

eventually to any program that requires external professional accreditation. Then it will 
be a short step to apply it to undergraduate programs, with the result that TWU must 

abandon its covenant or suffer de-accreditation. This could also be applied to other 

similar institutions, Christian or otherwise. 

 

This decision has effects that go beyond Canada. In the arguments among the conflicting 
bar associations, it was pointed out that, if law graduates from TWU were not acceptable, 

then graduates from American universities such as Baylor and Brigham Young may not 

be either. If these institutions adhere to principles analogous to TWU, then their 

graduates could also be restricted from Canadian professions. American Christian (and 
Muslim, and other) universities need quickly to examine these issues before they are 

blindsided when their students’ accreditations are challenged. 

 

There could be many other effects besides these US spillovers. The decision indicates the 
view of the human person underlying current liberal legal trends and could be a 

harbinger of similar developments in the US. With the introduction of a Charter of Rights 
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and Freedoms in 1982 under then Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau, Canadian legal patterns 

have become more like those in America. The courts have taken on an increasing role as 

the principal arbiters of central political issues, particularly those concerning social and 

moral questions, and Canada’s more liberal caste has taken them in a more liberal 
direction. Recent Canadian events may reveal something about our possible future. 

 

Anti-Semitic incidents rise to record level in Canada 

JTA (25.04.2018) - https://bit.ly/2Hw1ZL1 - Canada had a record number of anti-Semitic 

incidents in 2017, B’nai Brith Canada reported in its annual audit. 

 

There were 1,752 incidents of harassment, vandalism and violence, a 1.4 percent 
increase over the record 1,728 last year, according to the Audit of Antisemitic Incidents 

released Tuesday. 

 

The vast majority of the incidents took place in Canada’s two largest provinces. Ontario 

recorded nearly half the total, with 808, while Quebec had 474. The rest were scattered 
among the nation’s eight other provinces. 

 

Acts of anti-Semitic vandalism doubled to 322 from 158 — the audit called it a “whopping 

national increase.” 
 

The audit also saw as a “disturbing anti-Semitic trend” a rise in anti-Semitism from both 

the far right and far left of the political spectrum. 

 
Quebec, with Canada’s only majority francophone population, “is home to Islamist 

extremist enclaves, a sophisticated far-right scene, and many of Canada’s largest anti-

Israel groups,” the audit said. 

 

To counter these trends, the audit proposed an eight-point plant to increase resources for 
police hate crime units, a national “Action Plan” and other measures. 

 

“Anti-Semitism has grown as a serious concern for Canadian Jews, affecting them at 

school, in the workplace and even in their own places of worship,” B’nai Brith Canada 
CEO Michael Mostyn said. 

 

“[W]e need a concerted national effort to ensure that anti-Semitic outbreaks do not 

become a fact of life for Jews in this country, as in other developed countries such as 
France and Sweden.” 

 

https://bit.ly/2Hw1ZL1

