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Foreword 
 
The Church of Almighty God (CAG), also known as Eastern Lightning, is a 
Chinese Christian new religious movement, founded in 1991, whose core 
teaching is that Jesus has returned among humans incarnated as Almighty 
God, a Chinese woman currently working and leading the Church in the U.S. 
It is a peaceful religious movement, now spread across every continent, but 
with its main constituency in China. 

The CAG believes that the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), which has 
consistently persecuted Christians, is a manifestation of the evil Great Red 
Dragon from the Book of Revelation, and that the Dragon will fall under the 
weight of its errors. However, the CAG does not participate in politics or 
advocate any revolution. 

Because of the difference between its beliefs and the CCP’s atheistic ideology 
and its phenomenal expansion (in 2014, CCP sources credited it with four 
million members), the CAG has been persecuted since the 1990s and on the 
official list of xie jiao as of 1995. 

Xie jiao (normally translated as “evil cults,” but in fact meaning “heterodox 
teachings”) are movements the Chinese government does not approve of. 
What teachings were “heterodox” was determined by the atheistic authorities, 
and lists of xie jiao were based on political grounds. Belonging to a xie jiao is 
a crime punishable under Article 300 of the Chinese Criminal Code, with a jail 
penalty of 3 to 7 years or “more.” 

The CAG claims that more than 300,000 of its members have been arrested, 
more than 40,000 have been tortured, thousands are being held in the dreaded 
“transformation through education” camps, and more than 30 have died in jail 
under highly suspicious circumstances. Bodies seen by the families in several 
cases had organs missing, evidence that the infamous “organ harvesting” 
practice has been extended to CAG prisoners. Scholars cannot confirm precise 
figures but regard these claims as believable, as Chinese media and documents 
report weekly that hundreds of CAG members have been arrested. The 
documentation presented in this brochure proves that extensive persecution 
and torture of The Church of Almighty God members is part of the Chinese 
daily routine to suppress religious liberty. 

A confidential CCP document leaked to Western media indicates that a 
massive new campaign aimed at “eradicating” the CAG was launched in 2018, 
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thousands of members have been arrested and the number of arrests is still 
increasing. 

The CCP does not deny the repression but claims it is justified by crimes 
committed by the CAG, and, in 2017, invited Western scholars to seminars in 
China to share their knowledge of the CAG. Stories of these crimes were 
disseminated internationally by the CCP through an extensive fake news 
campaign that unfortunately was taken at face value by various respected 
Western media outlets. However, the scholars who studied documents that 
were provided to them or published by the Chinese authorities concluded that 
these accusations are unfounded.  

Thousands of CAG members have escaped abroad, seeking refugee status. In 
some countries, asylum is typically granted, although there are problems in 
proving their identity (they often destroy their ID in China and some travel 
with false passports). In other countries, CAG members have their applications 
denied and lawyers file appeals with supporting documents prepared by 
scholars and NGOs. For instance, more than 600 asylum applications from 
CAG members in South Korea have been denied. NGOs have denounced the 
heavy Chinese political pressure to do so, and scholars have noted that China 
has invested more in its fake news campaign against the CAG in South Korea 
than in other countries. Asylum seekers deported to China face the certainty of 
arrest and, in the case of CAG leaders, serious risk of execution. 

The case of the CAG is one of the largest examples of religious persecution in 
China, and is, so far, largely unreported likely due to the anti-CAG fake news 
that is widespread on the internet and easily believable.  
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Introduction 
 
This report compiles numerous United Nations Universal Periodic Review 
(UPR) submissions that reference The Church of Almighty God in China. 
These submissions reveal a dark picture of the reality that The Church of 
Almighty God members face in the country.  
 
 
The NGO submissions recounted in this report, come from the following 
NGOs: 
 

Association for the Defense of Human Rights and Religious Freedom 
(ADHRRF) 
Canaan Human Rights 
Center for Studies on Freedom of Religion Belief and Conscience 
(LIREC) 
Center for Studies on New Religions (CESNUR) 
Citizens’ Coalition for Human Rights of Abductees and North Korean 
Refugees (CHNK) 
Coordination des Associations et des Particuliers pour la Liberté de 
Conscience (CAP LC) 
European Federation for Freedom of Belief (FOB) 
European Interreligious Forum for Religious Freedom (EIFRF) 
Human Rights Without Frontiers (HRWF) 
International Observatory of Religious Liberty of Refugees (ORLIR) 
Omnium des Libertés 
Soteria International 
The Association on Study of Religion and Human Rights (TASRHR) 

 
Please note that there are only sections of each of the submissions. To view 
full submissions, please visit the UPR website: https://www.upr-
info.org/en/review/China/Session-31---November-2018.  
 
The Universal Periodic Review 
 
A mechanism of the Human Rights Council, the Universal Periodic Review 
(UPR) works to ensure the respect of human rights in United Nations Member 
States.  
 
Every five years, each of the UN Member States is reviewed under the UPR. 
Topics covered in this review are those that are discussed in the Charter of the 
United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, human rights 
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instruments to which the state is party, voluntary pledges and commitments 
made by the state, and other applicable international humanitarian laws.  
 
During the review, a Member State meets with the Human Rights Council. 
During this meeting, the Human Rights Council addresses its concerns 
regarding any non-compliance with the above-mentioned international 
standards in that particular Member State. The Member State has the 
opportunity to respond. In the end, a series of recommendations are made to 
the Member State. During their next UPR session, the Member State needs to 
explain the progress or lack of it made on implementing the suggestions.  
 
The concerns that the Human Rights Council addresses are based on three sets 
of documents. The first set is a national report, in which the Member State 
being reviewed presents its accomplishments and challenges in implementing 
the recommendations from their previous UPR cycle. The second set of 
documents is a compilation of UN information. This is information that The 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) receives from 
UN agencies, special procedures, and treaty bodies. The third set of documents 
is referred to as the “Stakeholder Summary.” The documents are a summary of 
reports submitted to the United Nations by national human rights institutions 
and civil society organizations.1 
 
Any civil society organization is free to submit a stakeholder submission to the 
UPR via the UN’s website: 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/NgosNhris.aspx. 
 
China’s UPR 2018: The Church of Almighty God  
 
China’s UPR is planned on 6 November 2018. As previously noted, multiple 
NGO submissions addressed the situation of The Church of Almighty God in 
China. As apparent in these submissions, The Church of Almighty God 
members in China have been facing grave human rights abuses for years.  
 
The Church of Almighty God (CAG) 
 
As Holly Folk of Western Washington University explains in Protestant 
Continuities in The Church of Almighty God, The Church of Almighty God is 
a peaceful, non-threatening religious group. According to Folk, the CAG 
believes that Jesus Christ has returned to the world as Almighty God in the 
shape of a Chinese woman and regards Almighty God’s messages as an 
authoritative Christian scripture and Almighty God’s work as fulfillment of 
                                                        
1 https://www.upr-info.org/en/upr-process/what-is-it/qa-on-the-modalities-of-the-upr-process  
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the prophesies in the Bible.2 Folk explains that the CAG beliefs strongly 
resonate with the doctrines of Protestantism, but differences do exist. For 
example, the CAG believes that both Jesus and the living person it worships as 
Almighty God originate from the Spirit of God and are one and the same God. 
It recognizes the importance of both the Bible as well as a book entitled “The 
Word Appears in the Flesh,” which includes most of the utterances of 
Almighty God. However, “understanding continuities with teachings of 
traditional Christianity supports the conclusion that CAG is indeed 
‘Christian.’”3  
 
It is important to highlight that religious scholars around the world have 
examined this religious group and its teachings and have concluded that they 
are peaceful and non-threatening. For more information about The Church of 
Almighty God’s theology, see the report by Holly Folk.  
 
China’s Persecution of The Church of Almighty God  
 
The People’s Republic of China is a one-party state, ruled by a single 
authority, the all-pervasive Chinese Communist Party (CCP).  
 
There is no freedom of religion or belief in China. Officially, the CCP in 
China is atheist. While some religious groups have been granted some level of 
tolerance from the government, most have not.  
 
This anti-religious freedom stance paired with an abysmal human rights record 
leaves many in China in grave danger. The most recently known victims of 
this have been the members of The Church of Almighty God.  
 
Chinese authorities identify, target, imprison, torture and sometimes kill 
members of religious groups that the government has labeled as xie jiao 
(which is popularly translated as “evil cult,” but more accurately ascribed as 
meaning “heterodox religions”). Groups that do not align themselves with the 
Chinese Communist Party are often given this label.  
 
To be labeled as xie jiao is lethal, as it means any individual associated with 
the group is subject to severe state coercion and persecution.  
 

                                                        
2 Folk, Holly. “Protestant Continuities in The Church of Almighty God”. The Journal of 
CESNUR, Volume 2, Issue 1. January – February 2018, pages 58-77.  
http://cesnur.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/tjoc_2_1_full_issue.pdf  
3 Ibid.  
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The Church of Almighty God was labeled xie jiao in 19954 and has more 
recently faced increasing oppression. In 2017, China’s State Council launched 
its anti-xie jiao website encouraging the public to take a stand against cults, 
setting off a new wave of persecution against the “dangerous” group regarded 
by the CCP.   
 
As previously done to other groups, Chinese authorities coupled the 
persecution with a national and international fake news campaign designed to 
discredit The Church of Almighty God and justify its suppression, both in 
China and abroad.  
 
In 2018, secret CCP documents published by Bitter Winter revealed that, as 
the persecution intensifies, the propaganda abroad should also intensify.5 The 
main accusation against the CAG is that members of the Church were 
responsible for the homicide of a woman in a McDonald’s diner in Zhaoyuan, 
Shandong, in 2014. However, when this accusation was investigated by 
Western scholars (some of whom had been invited to China by the CCP for 
seminars about the CAG) using documents supplied or published by the 
Chinese authorities themselves, it became clear that the crime had been 
committed by a different religious movement, unrelated to The Church of 
Almighty God, but with a similar name.6  
 
Other accusations of violence and kidnapping leaders of another Christian 
group have been proved equally unfounded by Western scholars on the basis 
of studies of available original documents.7 In fact, the CCP’s campaign 
against the CAG has been deemed by scholars as one of the largest and most 

                                                        
4 Irons, Edward A. “The List: The Evolution of China’s List of Illegal and Evil Cults”. The 
Journal of CESNUR, Volume 2, Issue 1. January – February 2018, pages 33 – 57.  
http://cesnur.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/tjoc_2_1_full_issue.pdf   
5 Bitter Winter, “Authorities in Henan Order the Suppression of The Church of Almighty 
God”, August 3, 2018, https://bitterwinter.org/authorities-order-suppression-of-cag/. 
6 See Introvigne, Massimo, “‘Cruel Killing, Brutal Killing, Kill the Beast’: Investigating the 
2014 McDonald’s ‘Cult Murder’ in Zhaoyuan”. The Journal of CESNUR 1, volume 1, issue 1, 
September - October 2017, pp. 61-73, https://cesnur.net/wp-
content/uploads/2017/09/tjoc_1_1_6_introvigne_ter.pdf; Introvigne, Massimo, and David 
Bromley, The Lü Yingchun/Zhang Fan Group”. World Religions and Spirituality Project 
(Virginia Commonwealth University), October 16, 2017. 
https://wrldrels.org/2017/10/16/lu-yingchun-zhang-fan-group/.  
7 See Folk, Holly, “‘Cult Crimes’ and Fake News: Eye-Gouging in Shanxi”. The Journal of 
CESNUR, volume 1, issue 2, November - December 2017, pp. 96–109,  
https://cesnur.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/tjoc_1_2_5_folk.pdf; Introvigne, Massimo, 
“Captivity Narratives: Did The Church of Almighty God Kidnap 34 Evangelical Pastors in 
2002?” The Journal of CESNUR, volume 2, issue 1, January - February 2018, pp. 100-110.  
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egregious examples of fake news fabricated to discredit a religious 
movement.8 
 
This review of UPR Stakeholder submissions found that many NGOs 
reiterated that CAG members in China are often arbitrarily detained, denied 
fair trials and right to privacy, are often tortured, subject to forced conversions, 
extrajudicial killings, social and economic discrimination, and denied their 
asylum rights. Moreover, the Chinese authorities responsible for these serious 
human rights violations are treated with total impunity.   
 
 

Human Rights Violations of The Church of Almighty 
God Members 

 
Arbitrary Detention 
 
Article 9 of the ICCPR provides that “No one shall be subjected to arbitrary 
arrest or detention. No one shall be deprived of his liberty except on such 
grounds and in accordance with such procedure as are established by law.”9 
 
Members of the Church of Almighty God have been systematically subject to 
arbitrary detention across China. CAG members have been arrested and 
sentenced without due process, fair trials, access to legal representation, and 
without their family members being notified of arrest or trial process.10 
 

 
Submission by Soteria International & The Association on Study of Religion 

and Human Rights (TASRHR) 
 
3.1 CAG Christians have encountered arbitrary detention and imprisonment on 
a large scale during 2014-2018. As mentioned earlier, in 2014, the CCP falsely 
attributed the May 28 McDonald’s Murder in Zhaoyuan, Shandong to CAG, 

                                                        
8 See the special issue on fake news and anti-cult movements of The Journal of CESNUR: 
volume 2, issue 4, July - August 2018, in particular the leading article by Massimo Introvigne, 
“Fake News! Chinese Mobilization of Resources Against The Church of Almighty God as a 
Global Phenomenon”. 
NB: We will publish no. 4 at the end of August, we do not have a link yet. 
9 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx 
10 CAP LC, CESNUR, EIFRF, FOB, ORLIR. “Religious Freedom and persecution in China: 
The case of the Church of Almighty God”. United Nations Human Rights Council Universal 
Periodic Review China. Web accessed: 27 July 2018. 
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and thus openly began massive arrests of CAG members throughout the 
country. According to CCP’s official media outlet Xinhuanet, during June 16, 
2014 to August 19, 2014, nearly 1,000 CAG Christians were arrested (China 
News 2014). Freedom House, an International NGO, reported that eighty 
percent of those arrested and persecuted between 2014 and early 2016 as 
members of “heterodox religions” (xie jiao) were members of CAG (Cook 
2017). They were sentenced and imprisoned not because they had committed 
any crimes, but because they had peacefully exercised their rights to freedom 
of belief, and freedom of expression. 
 
3.2 In 2017, the CCP carried out its “Door-knocking Operation” (The Office of 
the CCP Henan Provincial Committee 2017). From early 2017 to the end of 
September of the same year alone, at least 1,674 CAG Christians encountered 
arbitrary detention and imprisonment for their belief. 
 
3.3 In March 2018, Human Rights Without Frontiers, an international NGO 
from Belgium, published 377 cases of detainees of CAG Christians in the 19-77 
age range, among which 250 members were sentenced to three to seven years 
of imprisonment, and 73 to more than seven years. The investigation showed 
that those 377 CAG Christians were identified as “sabotaging the 
implementation of the laws by utilizing evil religious organizations,” and 
sentenced because of practicing the rights to freedom of religion and 
expression. The provision of Article 300 of the Chinese Criminal Code was 
commonly applied (HRWF 2018). 
 
Some examples may be useful to understand the situation of these CAG 
Christians. 
 
a. Ms. Luo Yanping, a CAG Christian, was sentenced to 10 years of 
imprisonment and deprived of political rights for 2 years on November 21, 
2013, due to her printing books of CAG (See Criminal Verdict from the official 
website of Judicial Opinions of China: http://bit.ly/2ExtkKx).  
 
b. Ms. Sun Cuiqin, a CAG Christian, was sentenced to 4 years of 
imprisonment in April 2014, for helping and revising articles by other CAG 
Christians (https://goo.gl/S61RD8). 
 
c. Mr. Li Xiaodong, a CAG Christian, 19 at that time, was sentenced to 3 years 
of imprisonment on October 25, 2016, for using computer software to make 
videos for CAG (http://bit.ly/2EDtD4c). 
 
d. Mr. Xie Guangsheng, a CAG Christian, 77 years old at that time, was 
sentenced to 3 years of imprisonment on June 30, 2017, due to believing in 
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Almighty God and spreading the gospel, and fined 5,000 RMB (about 650 
Euro) as well. From 2013 to 2017, he was administratively detained for 4 times 
due to his insisting on his belief in Almighty God (http://bit.ly/2EDtD4c). 
 
e. Ms. Zheng Shihong, a CAG Christian, was arrested for organizing Church 
meetings for Church members and copying materials such as videos and 
articles of CAG, and sentenced to 8 years of imprisonment in August 2017 
(http://bit.ly/2BRjHW1).11 
 
 

 
Submission by the Center for Studies on Freedom of Religion Belief and 
Conscience (LIREC) & Association for the Defense of Human rights and 

Religious Freedom (ADHRRF) 
 
7.1 CAG Christians were continuously subject to arbitrary detention and 
imprisonment without due process from 2014 to 2018. 
 
7.2 CAG Christians were detained on charges like “endangering social order,” 
or “sabotaging the implementation of the laws by utilizing evil religious 
organizations,” only because they peacefully participated in religious activities. 
Many of them were sentenced to long-term imprisonment, i.e. to the maximum 
term of 14 years as recorded. Hundreds of judicial documents published by the 
Chinese State prove this fact (See the official website of Judicial Opinions of 
China http://wenshu.court.gov.cn/). 
 
7.3 Some examples may be useful to understand the situation of these CAG 
Christians. 
 
Case 1: Mr. He Zhexun, a CAG Christian, was sentenced to 14 years in prison 
due to organizing meetings and doing work for the Church, and now he is still 
in custody (Introvigne 2017b). 
 
Case 2: In August 2014, Ms. Li Huaxian, another CAG Christian, was arrested 
due to spreading the Gospel and keeping on her home over 2,000 pieces of 
Gospel materials. In December 2014, she was sentenced to 8 years in prison. 
[See Criminal Verdict of Li Huaxian: https://goo.gl/y3XwGQ] 
 
Since the McDonald’s Murder Case in 2014, the numbers of CAG Christians 

                                                        
11 Soteria International, The Association on Study of Religion and Human Rights (TASRHR), 
“Religious Freedom in China a cause of concern”. United Nations Human Rights Council 
Universal Periodic Review. Web Accessed: 20 July 2018. 
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being arrested arbitrarily surged upwards… 
 
7.4 In 2017, the persecutions were further intensified, and the CCP arrested 
CAG Christians simultaneously in different provinces (see Huzhou 
Government Network 2017). At least 583 CAG Christians were arrested in 
Zhejiang Province alone from July 2 to 10 in 2017, and the number amounted 
to 638 as of early October 2017. At present, the overwhelming majority are still 
imprisoned, their family members are not allowed to visit them, and the details 
of their detention are unknown.12 
 
 

 
Submission by Human Rights Without Frontiers 

 
Four cases of being arbitrarily detained because of his or her belief in 
Almighty God are listed below, which seriously breach article 9, 18, 19, and 
20 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  
 
5. Case of YAO Maigui 
 
Mr. Yao Maigui was born on 10th January 1937 in Ru’nan County, Henan 
Province. On 12th March 2014, he was sentenced to five years in prison on 
the charge of “using a Xie Jiao organization to undermine law enforcement.” 
This charge was pressed after he was accused of distributing books, keeping 
church materials in his home, and preaching the teachings of The Church of 
Almighty God. [See the criminal verdict from the official website of the 
judicial opinions of china: http://bit.ly/2H7wh2K ] 
 
6. Case of REN Guixia 
 
Ms. Ren Guixia, born on 7th October 1966, was arrested in April 2015 on 
the charge of “using a Xie Jiao organization to undermine law enforcement” 
because of distributing books on believing in God to other Christians. On 
31st July 2017, she was sentenced to nine years in prison. [See 
http://bit.ly/2stzBSX ] 
 
7. Case of YANG Xia 
 

                                                        
12 Center for Studies on Freedom of Religion Belief and Conscience (LIREC), Association for 
the Defense of Human Rights and Religious Freedom (ADHRRF), “Religious Freedom in 
China: The case of the Church of the Almighty God”, United Nations Human Rights Council 
Universal Periodic Review. Web Accessed: 1 August 2018. 
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Ms. Yang Xia was arrested on 17th October 2016 in Kuiwen District, 
Weifang City, Shandong Province, on the charge of “organizing and using a 
Xie Jiao organization to undermine law enforcement” after she arranged 
gatherings and distributed materials about The Church of Almighty God. 
 
On 9th August 2017, she was sentenced to eight years in prison and was 
fined 50,000 RMB (approximately 6,500 euro). [See http://bit.ly/2EMQAVe 
] 
 
8. Case of FANG Ronghua 
 
Born on 1st November 1969, Mr. Fang Ronghua was arrested in November 
2015 in Dongtai City, Jiangsu Province on the charge of “organizing and 
using a Xie Jiao organization to undermine law enforcement” after 
transferring reading materials of the church and arranging meetings for The 
Church of Almighty God members. On 7th December 2016, he was 
sentenced to eight years in prison. [See http://bit.ly/2EgDhso ] 
 
 
 
Fair Trials & Legal Rights 
 
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights Articles 6-11 guarantee the right 
to a fair trial. They read as follows: 
 

Article 6 
  
Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before 
the law. 

Article 7 
  
All are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination 
to equal protection of the law. All are entitled to equal protection 
against any discrimination in violation of this Declaration and against 
any incitement to such discrimination. 

Article 8 
  
Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the competent 
national tribunals for acts violating the fundamental rights granted him 
by the constitution or by law. 
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Article 9 
  
No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile. 

Article 10 
  
Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an 
independent and impartial tribunal, in the determination of his rights 
and obligations and of any criminal charge against him. 

Article 11 
  
(1) Everyone charged with a penal offence has the right to be presumed 
innocent until proved guilty according to law in a public trial at which 
he has had all the guarantees necessary for his defence. 

(2) No one shall be held guilty of any penal offence on account of any 
act or omission which did not constitute a penal offence, under national 
or international law, at the time when it was committed. Nor shall a 
heavier penalty be imposed than the one that was applicable at the time 
the penal offence was committed.13 

 
The Church of Almighty God members in China have been deprived of their 
right to a fair trial. NGOs have reported that nearly all of the above 
international laws have been violated by Chinese authorities.  
 
 

Submission by Soteria International & The Association on Study of Religion 
and Human Rights (TASRHR) 

 
The Chinese authorities have not respected the principle of due judicial process 
nor arrested CAG Christians based on the standard of fair trials. In much of the 
cases, when arresting CAG Christians, the police officers have not told them 
the place where they would be taken to, and have forbidden them to contact 
their families as soon as possible to assure their families knowledge of their 
condition and timely contact the lawyers for legal remedy. 
 
The judiciary in China insists on confessions and gives less weight to evidence, 
and the circumstance of using torture to extract confessions is common, 

                                                        
13 United Nations, Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 10 December 1948. Web 
Accessed: 3 August 2018. http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/  
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although it violates the principles of Criminal Procedure Law, we receive 
continuous reports that confessions by CAG Christians were extracted under 
torture and coercion. The lawyers of CAG Christians are not given sufficient 
opportunities to make legal defense. 
 
For example: Ms. Jiang Xuelian, a CAG Christian, was arrested on July 16, 
2014 for believing in Almighty God. Convicted of “sabotaging the 
implementation of the laws by utilizing evil religious organizations,” she was 
sentenced to 8 years of imprisonment. Her family was not informed and could 
not attend the trial process, nor has it received the verdict until now (see 
Report on Anhui Legal System News: http://bit.ly/2BSJoRI).14 
 
 

 
Submission by the Center for Studies on Freedom of Religion Belief and 
Conscience (LIREC) & Association for the Defense of Human rights and 

Religious Freedom (ADHRRF) 
 
6.1 CAG Christians were systematically sentenced without fair trials. Vague 
definitions of “evil cults” (xie jiao) are provided by the CCP, and the CCP 
convicts and determines the prison term on CAG Christians by using the 
judicial interpretation of Article 300 of the Criminal Code from the “Two 
Supreme.” Such a vague legal rule makes any legal defense impossible (The 
Supreme People’s Court and Supreme People’s Procuratorate of the People’s 
Republic of China 2017). 
 
6.2 The Chinese judicial system also assists the CCP to persecute CAG. The 
trial of the CAG Christians in court exists in name only, because CAG 
Christians are deprived of their rights to conduct their own defense. In some 
cases, when CAG Christians insisted on conducting their own defense, the 
judges turned a blind eye on the police officers’ beating the CAG Christians 
before them. Most family members of CAG Christians were not notified of the 
trial process and forbidden to attend the hearings. CAG Christians who were 
injured after suffering the torture were refused parole. Most CAG Christians 
were threatened to be imposed with supplementary imprisonment for appealing 
against the previous judgment. Some CAG Christians were sentenced without 

                                                        
14 Soteria International, The Association on Study of Religion and Human Rights (TASRHR), 
“Religious Freedom in China a cause of concern”. United Nations Human Rights Council 
Universal Periodic Review. Web Accessed: 3 August 2018. 
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trial. Some cases violated the Constitution, that is, the CAG Christians in the 
second instance were penalized additionally without reason or cause.15 
 
 
 
Right to Privacy 
 
The right to privacy is ensured in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
Article 12. It reads: “No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful 
interference with his privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to unlawful 
attacks on his honour and reputation… Everyone has the right to protection of 
the law against such interference or attacks”.16  
 
This clause was also adopted by the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights.17  
 
The United Nations General Assembly adopted an additional Resolution in 
2013, guaranteeing that the same privacy rights that people have offline must 
also be protected online.18 
 
In China, the information of The Church of Almighty God members is 
recorded in the National Data Systems. They are often under constant 
surveillance and subject to phone taps, GPS tracking, permanent monitoring 
and arbitrary search. They are arrested upon any religious activity that is 
discovered. 
 

 
Joint Submission by CAP LC, CESNUR, EIFRF, FOB & ORLIR 

 
9.1 Members of the CAG throughout China continue to be subjected to 
systematic surveillance of their movements, arbitrary searches of their homes, 

                                                        
15 Center for Studies on Freedom of Religion Belief and Conscience (LIREC), Association for 
the Defense of Human Rights and Religious Freedom (ADHRRF), “Religious Freedom in 
China: The case of the Church of the Almighty God”, United Nations Human Rights Council 
Universal Periodic Review. Web Accessed: 1 August 2018. 
16  United Nations, Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 10 December 1948. Web 
Accessed: 1 August 2018. 
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/ 
17 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.  
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx  
18 United Nations General Assembly, “Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 18 
December 2013: 68.167. The right to privacy in the digital age”. The United Nations. 21 
January 2014. A/RES/68.167. Web accessed: 1 August 2018. http://undocs.org/A/RES/68/167   
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and monitoring of private communications. Local “610 Offices,” whose 
mandate is to repress xie jiao, routinely order 24-hour surveillance of 
devotees’ homes, try to maintain databases of members of the CAG, and make 
harassing visits to practitioners recently released from custody. These practices 
appear to be widespread.19 
 
 

 
Joint Submission by Soteria International & The Association on Study of 

Religion and Human Rights (TASRHR) 
 

All CAG Christians must be accompanied and monitored by police officers 
when their family members visit them and are commanded to speak Mandarin 
instead of their usual dialects so that the police could get the content of their 
conversations. Generally, CAG Christians are forbidden to make calls or write 
letters to their families. Even when CAG Christians are allowed to do so in 
special circumstances, their letters must be opened and read and checked by 
the police before mailing.20 
 
 

 
Submission by Omnium des Libertes & Canaan Human Rights 

 
8.1 The State Security Force of the Public Security Bureau have united with 
the Household Registration Office, Network Security Department, Intelligence 
Agency, etc. to gather information about the CAG Christians in Mainland 
China and have set up an “Information Control System on Cult Members” 
(“database”). They have managed to unite the networks of 610 Office and the 
Public Security Organs to make preparations for arresting CAG Christians in 
unison. They have monitored CAG Christians’ phone calls and set sensitive 
words on the Internet to track CAG Christians. They have assigned 
plainclothes police officers and undercover agents, and incited neighbors and 
idle people to secretly monitor, shadow, and report CAG Christians, and 
established award mechanism for reporting information. Surveillance cameras 
and tapping devices are forcibly installed inside or outside of CAG Christians’ 
houses, where they are monitored 24 hours a day. CAG Christians are required 

                                                        
19 CAP LC, CESNUR, EIFRF, FOB, ORLIR. “Religious Freedom and persecution in China: 
The case of the Church of Almighty God”. United Nations Human Rights Council Universal 
Periodic Review China. Web accessed: 2 August 2018. 
20 Soteria International, The Association on Study of Religion and Human Rights (TASRHR), 
“Religious Freedom in China a cause of concern”. United Nations Human Rights Council 
Universal Periodic Review. Web Accessed: 2 August 2018. 
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to show up at a certain time, write reports, and come clean about their 
whereabouts. They are harassed, interrogated and arrested frequently. Many 
CAG Christians are found missing (Donghe Sub-Bureau of Baotou City Public 
Security Bureau 2017). Many CAG Christians (including those who have been 
released) and their family members live under the CCP’s long-term 
surveillance, and their normal life is completely obstructed. 
 
8.2 From early 2017 to the end of September the same year, at least 2,122 
CAG members had lived under the CCP’s surveillance and 204 CAG 
members’ houses were raided for extrajudicial searches.21 
 
 
 

Submission by the Center for Studies on Freedom of Religion Belief and 
Conscience (LIREC) & Association for the Defense of Human rights and 

Religious Freedom (ADHRRF) 
 

9.1 The police, without producing any credentials, has repeatedly broken into 
and raided CAG Christians’ families, monitored and tracked Christians and 
their families arbitrarily. CAG Christians’ telephone calls, cell phones calls, 
networks were monitored, and their private mails and parcels were opened and 
checked. Their houses were put on monitors and taps. All these methods seem 
to be commonly used. 
 
9.2 The situation has gotten worse especially in 2017. The CCP conducted 
special household investigation (“Door-knocking Operation”). The anti-xie-
jiao unit known as the 610 Office started sharing the information of CAG 
Christians with Public Security Bureau through Information Management 
System (“database”), in order to “be able to discover, control, and dispose [of 
them].” These methods severely abuse the CAG Christians’ privacy, 
subjecting them to being arrested any moment (The Office of the CCP Henan 
Provincial Committee 2017).22 
 
 
 

                                                        
21 Omnium des Libertés, Canaan Human Rights, “Religious Persecution in China: The case of 
the Church of Almighty God”. United Nations Human Rights Council Universal Periodic 
Review China. Web Accessed: 2 August 2018. 
22 Center for Studies on Freedom of Religion Belief and Conscience (LIREC), Association for 
the Defense of Human Rights and Religious Freedom (ADHRRF), “Religious Freedom in 
China: The case of the Church of the Almighty God”, United Nations Human Rights Council 
Universal Periodic Review. Web Accessed: 2 August 2018. 
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Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment  
 
Article 5 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights declares that no one 
shall be subjected to torture, cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or 
punishment.23  
 
The 1987 Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment serves as the main framework for defining and 
addressing the issue of torture. The Convention declares that each State is 
required to take legislative, administrative, and judicial measures to prevent 
acts of torture within its borders. It further notes that Member States must 
deem acts of torture illegal under criminal law. It continues by mentioning that 
any person who may have committed acts of torture should be investigated, 
and if legal measures rule, taken into custody.24  
 

 
Submission by CAP LC, CESNUR, EIFRF, FOB & ORLIR 

 
5.0.1 The use of torture against members of the CAG in China remains 
widespread and systematic. Reports of abuse, including photographs and first-
hand accounts, continue to be received from contacts in China daily. Torture is 
used to force religious conversion, as well as to extract information on the 
whereabouts and activities of other individuals. 
 
5.0.2 Torture also happens in cases where members of the Church are not 
formally committed to trial. For example, on 24 October 2016, two members 
of the CAG from the Pukou District in Jiangsu Province, 46-year-old Chen 
Qicai and his wife, 47-year-old Zhou Youxia, were arrested by the Chinese 
police. During their detention, police put drugs into their food and tortured 
them, leaving them unconscious repeatedly. Both Chen Qicai and Zhou 
Youxia suffered serious mental and physical scars because of the torture (See 
Affidavit B by Song Qingqing, who heard Chen and Zhou telling their 
experience of persecution personally in China.)  
 
5.1.1 The widespread use of torture against members of the CAG is a direct 
violation of numerous articles of Chinese and international law. These include 
Articles 43 of the PRC Criminal Procedural Law, which prohibits collecting 
evidence or extorting a confession through torture or threat, enticement or 
deceit; and Article 247 of the Criminal Law, and the Convention Against 

                                                        
23 http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/  
24 https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Professionalinterest/Pages/CAT.aspx  
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Torture, ratified by the PRC in 1988. Although the use of torture against 
members of the CAG is a violation of Chinese law, it is consistent with CCP 
security forces’ manner of handling of groups deemed as the Party’s 
ideological enemies. This status is indicated by Party propaganda calling for 
the “eradication like a tumor” of the CAG from Chinese society (Gu 2014), 
and the use of various forms of ideological justification to tacitly or explicitly 
encourage the use of torture against members of the CAG. All levels of the 
CCP hierarchy, including the Politburo Standing Committee, have engaged in 
such calls to eradication of xie jiao by any judicial and extra-judicial means. 
As the CCP is above all legal restraint in China, anti-torture provisions do not 
effectively constrain its security forces’ treatment of members of the CAG. 
 
5.2.1 The CAG has reported in 2017 that 43,640 of its members were 
subjected to various methods of torture (The Church of Almighty God 2017). 
A substantial number of cases have been documented on the Church’s Web 
site (The Church of Almighty God n.d.). We personally interviewed members 
of the Church who escaped China and reported to have been tortured, and 
others who claimed that their relatives or friends were tortured or died in 
custody. Obviously, the Chinese authorities did not confirm to the scholars 
invited to the 2017 conferences against the CAG that tortures happen in their 
jails, but the virulence of the language they used when they spoke of CAG as a 
“tumor” to be eradicated by any means, is a clue that should induce to take 
these reports very seriously. 
 
5.2.2 One tragic case concerns Ms. Zhang Ruixia, born in 1961, a native of 
Qingfeng County, Puyang City, Henan Province. On June 25, 2014, more than 
ten policemen under Captain Ma Zhihong of the Linzhou City Public Security 
Bureau’s State Security Brigade in the Anyang District, Henan Province, 
arrested Zhang and another Christian (without showing any credentials) and 
took them to the Linzhou City Public Security Bureau’s Criminal Investigation 
Brigade. Zhang was tortured to death during detention at age 53. After Zhang 
died, the police concealed the news of her death. It was not until half a year 
later that Zhang’s family heard the news from another Christian. When her 
family finally saw Zhang, she was already a desiccated, bony and 
unrecognizable corpse. (See Affidavit C by Liu Yangkun, who was personally 
familiar with Zhang’s family in China.)25 [ANNEX A] 
 
 
 

                                                        
25 CAP LC, CESNUR, EIFRF, FOB, ORLIR. “Religious Freedom and persecution in China: 
The case of the Church of Almighty God”. United Nations Human Rights Council Universal 
Periodic Review China. Web accessed: 2 August 2018. 
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Submission by Soteria International & The Association on Study of Religion 

and Human Rights (TASRHR) 
 
Arbitrarily perpetrating violence against CAG Christians is a common 
occurrence during the arbitrary detention. The aim is to extract the 
information about other CAG Christians and the church’s financial resources, 
and force CAG Christians to renounce their beliefs. 
 
Torture is perpetrated by police officers, State Security Force members, prison 
guards, and local administrative officers. Due to the fact that secret 
interrogation was mainly conducted in basements, hotels, resorts, and the 
interrogation chamber with closed detectors in the public security bureaus and 
police stations, as well as other strictly controlled premises, it is very difficult 
to collect evidence concerning these crimes. Abuses include beatings, intended 
deprivation of food and sleep, long-time forced painful postures, etc., which 
led to injuries, disability and even death. 
 
One example: on July 24, 2014, Mr. Jiao Fuqun, a CAG Christian, was 
arrested in Xianyang City, Shaanxi Province. The police officers kicked and 
stamped mercilessly on his body, and ruthlessly beat his ankles with a wooden 
stick. Then the police drilled the broken stick with thorn into his calf back and 
forth, and the blood bled immediately. The police officers also handcuffed 
him behind his back, put bricks under the handcuffs on his back, and fiercely 
lifted the handcuffs up several times. The teeth of the handcuffs had cut 
deeply into his flesh, and one hour later, Jiao fainted in great pain. (See First 
Affidavit by his friend Xu Rong, who later escaped to New Zealand.) 
[ANNEX B] 
 
The majority of CAG Christians we interviewed accused the prison authorities 
of not providing enough food to maintain healthy and physical strength as 
stipulated, and most food was out-of-date or consisting of deteriorated 
vegetables. Due to long-term forced overload labor and serious nutritional 
deficiency, CAG Christians’ health condition aggravated rapidly, and they 
suffered various diseases. Some even died of overwork. 
 
Numerous detainees cannot receive medical care when getting ill in prison. 
According to several testimonies, doctors in prison are unavailable, or they 
just provide painkillers. The majority of CAG Christians were also forbidden 
to receive medical care in external medical centers, which resulted in serious 
illnesses and even death. Mr. Nan Xiangming, a CAG Christian, was 
sentenced to 3 years of imprisonment in 2015 at the age of 73 due to believing 
in Almighty God and keeping gospel CDs of the CAG in his home (Report on 
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Kaiwind.net 2015). The long time in prison with high-intensity labour coupled 
with insufficient nutrition led to an aggravation of his diabetes, which was 
stable at first. The authorities of the prison refused his family’s requirement of 
having treatment out of jail, and said, “The Chinese Communist Party’s policy 
is: treatment out of custody for diabetes will only be given in the case of 
blindness or foot rot!” At last, Nan died in 2016. (See Second affidavit by Xu 
Rong)26 [ANNEX C] 
 
Nothing has been improved in the last few years. The detained CAG 
Christians remain in cells that violate the Standard Minimum Rules for the 
Treatment of Prisoners. Information was received from direct sources that 
each cell was about 10 square meters, where 20 prisoners (or even more) had 
to live together and problems such as eating, sleeping and nature calls had to 
be resolved in the same cell; the light was dim, the air was turbid, and the cell 
was always damp and cold. CAG Christians were asked to sleep on the cold 
cement floor. No heating facilities and hot water were provided in winter, and 
each prisoner was just given a mangy and stinky thin quilt. 
 
During the arbitrary detention and imprisonment, the basic rights of CAG 
Christians are wantonly trampled, for instance, through frequent violent 
mistreatment and torture; deprivation of food and sleep; deprivation of the 
right to fair trials; discrimination and degradation; slavery; deprivation of 
medical care; deprivation of right to privacy, etc. 
 
 

 
Submission by Omnium des Libertés & Canaan Human Rights 

 
4.1 The CCP authorities and government agents are using cruel forms of 
torture to force CAG Christians to renounce their beliefs and extract from 
them information about other CAG Christians and the church’s financial 
resources. Due to the fact that secret detention and private torture were mainly 
conducted in hotels, basements and other strictly controlled premises, it is 
very difficult to collect evidence concerning the crimes of torture. 
 
4.2 The Chinese authorities torture the CAG Christians with dozens of cruel 
methods. Some of them are listed as follows: 
 
a. beating/whipping torture: punches, kicks, striking with electric batons, 

                                                        
26 Soteria International, The Association on Study of Religion and Human Rights (TASRHR), 
“Religious Freedom in China a cause of concern”. United Nations Human Rights Council 
Universal Periodic Review China. Web Accessed: 27 July 2018. 
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sticks, iron rods, and rubber truncheons; whippings with V-belts, rubber 
tubes, and electric wires; 
 
b. electricity shocks; 
 
c. burning/scalding torture: scalding victims with hot water, burning them with 
cigarette ends or a lighter, and so on; 
 
d. freezing torture: stripping off their cotton-padded clothes and freezing them 
in the environments with the temperature below zero, pouring cold water over 
them, freezing them in the snow, and so on; 
 
e. handcuffing torture: handcuffing them behind the back, wrist handcuffing, 
feet shackling, death penalty shackling (hands and feet shackled together), 
suspending and hanging, and so on; 
 
f. stabbing torture: stabbing them into the fingertips with bamboo sticks, 
toothpicks, and needles; 
 
g. sitting torture: forced sitting on a hard board, tiger bench, iron chair, small 
stool, and so on; 
 
h. sexual abuses; 
 
i. direct bright light into eyes; 
 
j. long-time forced painful postures; 
 
k. other types of torture: forced feeding; long-time deprivation of sleep, water 
and food; poisoning; injection of psychotropic drugs; forced feeding of chili 
oil and mustard oil; spraying poisonous liquid into eyes; using chuan xin bars, 
board torture, stretching torture, and shocking until numb, and so on. 
 
4.3 Two typical examples: 
 
On June 19, 2015, Mr. Cui Shuya, a CAG Christian, was arrested in Beijing 
for his spreading Gospel. The police officers tortured him with various means 
including slapping his face, delivering a heavy blow on his chest, using a 
police pepper spray against his mouth and nose, hitting his back of hands, 
teeth and private parts with an electrified baton, etc. (See Affidavit A) 
[ANNEX D] 
 
On March 28, 2017, a CAG Christian whose name cannot be revealed 



 22 

because of fears of retaliation on his family, was arrested in Zhoukou City, 
Henan Province. The police agents tortured him by grinding his toes, slapping 
his face, whipping his back with a belt, pinching his mouth and face with 
pliers, shocking him with electricity, and so on. 
 
4.4 The Chinese authorities encourage and justify the use of torture against 
CAG Christians tacitly or explicitly, and the persecutors are not subjected to 
any due punishment for their crimes. On the contrary, those who succeeded in 
“converting” the believers and getting more information on the CAG would 
get promotions and bonuses. The impunity of the persecutors seriously 
violates Article 247 of the Criminal Law of the People’s Republic of China.27 
 
 
 

Submission by the Center for Studies on Freedom of Religion Belief and 
Conscience (LIREC) & Association for the Defense of Human rights and 

Religious Freedom (ADHRRF) 
 
5.1 China submitted the sixth report on implementing the Convention against 
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 
after the last Review. However, China has not passed laws to regulate the 
definition of torture up to now, so that no effective mechanisms of supervision 
or measures against torture have been enforced yet. Furthermore, extralegal 
directives from the CCP have instead implicitly encouraged the police officers 
to continue the use of torture. Criteria for promotions and bonuses for prison 
guards are established to create an incentive to torture Christians, which has 
continued the unabated use of torture on Christians. The use of torture against 
CAG Christians by the CCP remains widespread and systematic as of 2018. 
 
5.2 The use of torture is aimed at forcing CAG Christians to renounce their 
faith, sign “Statements of Pledge,” “Statements of Confession,” “Statements 
of Break-up,” “Statements of Denouncement and Criticism,” etc., as well as to 
extract information on other CAG Christians and the whereabouts of both 
CAG Christians and church money. Reports of abuse, including photographs 
and first-hand accounts, continue to be received from contacts in China every 
day. 
 
5.3 Two examples are given below for understanding of the ill treatment CAG 

                                                        
27 Omnium des Libertés, Canaan Human Rights, “Religious Persecution in China: The case of 
the Church of Almighty God”. United Nations Human Rights Council Universal Periodic 
Review China. Web Accessed: 2 August 2018. 
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Christians have gone through. 
 
Case 1: Ms. Rao Jianxing, born in 1996 in Jiujiang City, Jiangxi Province, 
joined CAG in 2003. On August 21, 2015, she was forcefully escorted to 
Ningzhou Police Station because of believing in Almighty God. The police 
officers slapped her viciously across the face for more than 500 times, which 
resulted in the teeth in her upper jaw loosening (later, she began to lose her 
teeth gradually and installed 13 dentures). The police officers also had her 
arms wrenched behind her back in the “airplane cuffs,” and tied one end of 
rope to the links of her handcuffs, another to the rail under the “tiger bench”, 
then the policemen ruthlessly trampled the middle of rope. The pain made her 
pass out several times. The police woke her up using water and continued to 
interrogate her. Two pieces of flesh were torn off from her wrists due to the 
teeth of the cuffs. The police officers also slapped her face with the sole of a 
slipper and stamped on her toes with their leather shoes. They had been 
interrogating her for three days and ended up with no results. On April 15, 
2016, Rao was sentenced to 22 months in prison on the charge of “sabotaging 
the implementation of the laws by utilizing evil religious organizations” by the 
local court. (See Affidavit C)  
 
Case 2: Mr. He Linbo, age 42, native of Henan Province, was a top leader of 
CAG when he was wanted online in October 2017 for believing in Almighty 
God and being active in CAG. On November 26, 2017, he was arrested by the 
police during a security check at the Shihezi City Train Station in Xinjiang 
Autonomous Region. After being arrested, he was escorted to the local police 
station for interrogation and subject to brutal torture. The police officers 
whipped Him on his hands, back, legs, chest, tops and bottoms of his feet, with 
a finger-sized electric cable and a thinner copper wire. Then they fed him 
mustard oil and forced him to do half squats. Later, he was transferred to a 
hotel for secret interrogation. The police handcuffed him to a tiger bench and 
deprived him of sleep for seven days and nights to forcibly convert him. In the 
early hours of December 18, he escaped from the hotel while the guarding 
police were asleep. (See Affidavit D)28  
 
 
 
 
 

                                                        
28 Center for Studies on Freedom of Religion Belief and Conscience (LIREC), Association for 
the Defense of Human Rights and Religious Freedom (ADHRRF), “Religious Freedom in 
China: The case of the Church of the Almighty God”. United Nations Human Rights Council 
Universal Periodic Review China. Web Accessed: 2 August 2018. 
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Submission by Human Rights Without Frontiers 

 
Two cases of death due to the CCP’s persecution because of his or her belief 
in Almighty God are listed below, which seriously breach article 1, 3, 9, and 
12 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
 

1. Case of ZHANG Mengling (Affidavit A by Liu Ruihua)  
 

2. Case of LIU Limei (Affidavit B by Feng Rui, Liu Limei’s Release 
on Bail Written Decision and Resident’s Certificate of Death) 
[ANNEX E] 

 
Two cases of being cruelly tortured by the CCP because of his or her belief in 
Almighty God are listed below, which seriously breach article 5 and 9 of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
 

3. Case of WANG Chunying (Affidavit C by Gao Huifang) 
 

4. Case of DENG Liaomei (Affidavit D by Ruan Xiaoling) 
 

…… 
 
These cases illustrate the typical treatment of CAG members in China. 
 

1. Case of ZHANG Mengling 
 
Mr. Zhang Mengling, a native of Zhoukou City, Henan Province, joined The 
Church of Almighty God in 1999. In 2013, Zhang preached in Huaying City, 
Sichuan Province. 
 
On 2nd April 2013, Zhang was taken away by police of the Huaying City 
Public Security Bureau. On 3rd April, he was escorted to the Wusheng County 
Forced Study Base. There, he was subject to torture. He was repeatedly 
slapped, deprived of sleep, with chains on his feet. The police pulled one of his 
hands back over the shoulder and the other hand up along the back before 
cuffing them together, and made him sit on the “tiger bench” for weeks. On 
10th May, Zhang was escorted to the Huaying City Detention Center, where he 
was starved and forced to work until he was unable to stand it. At that time, he 
developed persistent hypertension. There was one time that he fell 
unconscious and did not come to until four hours later. The detention center 
did not allow him to receive treatment in a timely manner. 
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On 18th November 2013, Zhang was sentenced to three years in prison. One 
month later, he was sent to Jiazhou Prison in Leshan City, Sichuan Province to 
serve his prison term. There, he was subject to forced labor. Zhang’s health 
severely deteriorated. Due to an increase in blood pressure, he once fell into 
unconsciousness and did not wake up until 24 hours later. But the prison 
authorities refused to provide him any treatment and forced him to continue to 
do physical labor. On 9th May 2016, Zhang was released upon completion of 
his sentence. His blood pressure was so high that he was not able to walk, and 
he felt dizzy and threw up three times on his way home. After returning home, 
his hypertensive conditions became critical. 
 
On 22nd September 2016, he was rushed to the emergency room after his high 
blood pressure led to cerebral vascular rupture (cerebral aneurysm). Zhang 
Mengling died on 5th October 2016 at the age of 53.  
 

2. Case of LIU Limei 
 
Ms. Liu Limei, a native of Shuozhou City, Shanxi Province, was a 
professional medical worker who joined The Church of Almighty God in 
2006. On 17th July 2009, police officers from the National Security Brigade of 
Shuozhou City Public Security Bureau arrested her and ransacked her house, 
charging her for “using a Xie Jiao organization to undermine law 
enforcement.” After her arrest, she was escorted to an underground 
interrogation room in the Shuozhou City Public Security Bureau. 
 
While in custody, she was interrogated for two days and three nights. She was 
deprived of sleep and forced to remain in a squatting position. Liu, who 
suffered from various physical conditions, collapsed to the ground several 
times. On 26th July 2009, her family had her released on bail pending trial. 
During this time, however, she had to report to the police on a monthly basis. 
 
Over the next five years, Liu was harassed by the police. She was tracked and 
monitored, and police frequently broke into her home. Due to the prolonged 
period of stress and depression, Liu suffered from severe insomnia and her 
health conditions worsened. 
 
After a government crackdown against The Church of Almighty God in June 
2014, Liu went into hiding. She dared not leave her hideout during the day and 
dared not turn her lights on at night. The police were searching for her during 
this period. 
 
On 16th November 2014, Liu committed suicide by jumping into a river in 
Luliang City, Shanxi Province, at the age of 44. 
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3. Case of WANG Chunying 

 
Ms. Wang Chunying was arrested by the police at a Christian’s home on 19th 
March 2015. 
 
Following her arrest, Wang Chunying was subject to interrogation and torture. 
When she arrived at the police station, a group of policemen took turns 
slapping her across the face, resulting in oral bleeding and blistering. Later on, 
the police forced Wang to remain in a half-squatting position, as they kicked 
her and whipped the backs of her feet with a bamboo stick. The police 
continued on, poking her swollen feet with bamboo spikes. 
 
Around 9 a.m. the following day, the police took Wang to a hotel located in 
Feng County, Xuzhou City. While questioning her, they wrapped her arms and 
legs with tape. Two policemen pressed her arms against her back and forced 
her legs forward, causing severe pain. By noon, the police twisted her arms 
behind her back and handcuffed her to the back of the torture rack, causing her 
unable to stand or squat down. She was hung upside down on a torture rack 
while pulling on her legs. First for five minutes, then fifteen, and then twenty-
five minutes of being inverted. 
 
On the morning of 21st March 2015, police handcuffed her and hung her up in 
the air for an hour. They continuously tortured her, placing a lit cigarette under 
her nose, and the smoke made her shed tears and cough, unable to breathe 
normally. Wang Chunying was tortured for three days and nights. 
 
Wang was detained in Sanbao Detention Center in Xuzhou City, Jiangsu 
Province from 3rd April 2015 to 7th May 2015.  
 

4. Case of DENG Liaomei 
 
Ms. Deng Liaomei, female, born in 1970, a native of Zhuji City, Zhejiang 
Province, joined The Church of Almighty God (CAG) in 2007. Around 2 p.m. 
on 13th August 2014, when having a meeting in a Christian’s home in Diankou 
Town, Zhuji City, Deng was arrested by the CCP Police and detained for 14 
days on the charge of “disrupting social order.” On the day that the required 
term was over, Deng was forcibly escorted to New Century Hotel to be 
forcefully converted by the police officers. The conversion instructor forced 
her to see various videos of denying God and framing and slandering CAG. To 
force her to renounce her belief, they even tortured her using violent abuses, 
physical punishment, deprivation of sleep, degradations and ridicules, etc. But 
they failed to convert her. In the morning of 9th October 2014, Deng was sent 
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to the Ruihe Resort in Xinchang County, a base of forced conversion, and they 
continually tried to convert her for 46 days. During that period, she was 
punished to stand straight for 2 days and nights by the conversion instructor; 
she was exposed to the blows of the cold air-conditioner in the daytime and 
stood on the cold open ground at night. They also forbade her to eat, drink, 
sleep and move. Eventually, she was frozen and collapsed on the ground, and 
her whole body was black and blue. 
 
On 24th November 2014, Deng was released. However, the policemen still 
asked her to report to the police station every month, and deployed persons to 
monitor her. As a result, Deng couldn’t practice her belief.  
 
 
 
Forced Conversions  
 
In Article 18, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights guarantees the right 
to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. It notes that this right includes 
“freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in 
community with others and in private, to manifest his religion or belief in 
teaching, practice, worship and observance”.   
 
The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights also acknowledges 
the right to convert and the right to not be forced to convert. Article 18(2) 
reads: “No one shall be subject to coercion which would impair his freedom to 
have or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice.”  
 
The Human Rights Committee further explained in General Comment No. 22, 
that: “…the freedom to ‘have or adopt’ a religion or belief necessarily entails 
the freedom to choose a religion or belief, including the right to replace one’s 
current religion or belief with another…as well as the right to retain one’s 
religion or belief”.29 
 
Members of the CAG who are arrested by the CCP are often sentenced to 
spend years in “labor camps” or detained in “transformation through 
education” camps, where dissidents can be sent without a previous court 
decision.30 In both types of camps, they are forced to work and live in 

                                                        
29 http://hrlibrary.umn.edu/gencomm/hrcom22.htm. Web accessed: 2 August 2018. 
30 For the distinction about different labor and re-education camps in China, see Introvigne, 
Massimo, “China Is Deprogramming One Million ‘Religious Extremists’”, Bitter Winter, June 
8, 2018. https://bitterwinter.org/china-is-deprogramming-one-million-religious-extremists/. 
 



 28 

inhumane conditions. While in these camps, they are often subjected to “re-
education”; a process meant to force them to renounce their faith. This practice 
is a clear violation of human rights and has been repeatedly reported on in 
UPR submissions. UPR submissions contained the following information on 
this subject: 
 

  
Submission by CAP LC, CESNUR, EIFRF, FOB & ORLIR 

 
4.2.1. …Scholars who participated in the 2017 conferences against the CAG in 
China were offered testimonies by some ex-members who claimed to have been 
successfully ‘re-educated.’ Members of the CAG who managed to escape 
China report all sort of pressures in the ‘labour camps’ (including torture) to 
induce them to sign declarations repudiating their religious faith.  
 
4.2.2. A typical case concerns Ban Rongge. He was arrested for being active in 
the CAG and sentenced to four years on July 25, 2013. As stated in the affidavit 
sworn by his co-religionist Cao Liming, who was detained with him in the 
same Henan Prison No. 1 Ban was routinely beaten and tortured in the attempt 
to compel him to evidence or extorting a confession through torture or threat, 
enticement or deceit; and article 247 of the Criminal Law, and the Convention 
Against Torture, ratified by the PRC in 1998. Although the use of torture 
against members of the CAG is a violation of Chinese law, it is consistent with 
CCP security forces’ manner of handling of groups deemed as the Party’s 
ideological enemies. This status is indicated by Party propaganda calling for the 
“eradication like a tumor” of the CAG from Chinese society (Gu 2014), and the 
use of various forms of ideological justification to tacitly or explicitly 
encourage the use of torture against members of the CAG. All levels of the 
CCP hierarchy, including the Politburo Standing Committee, have engaged in 
such calls to eradication of xie jiao by any judicial and extra-judicial means. As 
the CCP is above all legal restraint in China, anti-torture provisions do not 
effectively constrain its security forces’ treatment of members of the CAG.31 
 
 

 
Submission by Omnium des Libertés & Canaan Human Rights 

 
7.1 The CCP emphasizes in many documents the need to strengthen the 
“conversion” of the CAG Christians. In 2017, Chinese President Xi Jinping 
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 29 

personally instructed to achieve these “conversions” by strengthening the use of 
special spaces, special teaching materials, and special working groups (The 
Office of the CCP Henan Provincial Committee 2017). The CCP commands its 
members of the 610 Office to enter the houses of those CAG Christians who 
are kept under control and to conduct forced conversion face to face. At the 
same time, the bureaucrats threaten and incite their family members to 
participate in the “conversion,” claiming to realize the conversion to the utmost 
(610 Office, Rizhao City 2016). 
 
7.2 CAG Christians are also forced, extrajudicially, to participate in “study 
groups of legal education,” yet another attempt at forced conversion. CAG 
Christians are monitored 24 hours a day, and prayers are prohibited. They are 
forced to repeat words of blasphemy against Almighty God and tear up and 
trample upon the scriptures including Almighty God’s words. One CAG 
Christian who was submitted to forced conversion attempts stated, “It’s better 
to sentence me to imprisonment than be instilled with those atheistic fallacies. 
The process of forced conversion is really a mental breakdown.” 
 
7.3 After CAG Christians are sentenced to prison, the prison guards use 
methods including torture, forced overloaded labor, and incitement of inmates 
to abuse and discriminate against CAG Christians, to force them to sign the 
Three Statements (Statement of Repentance, Statement of Break-up, Statement 
of Guarantee) to renounce their beliefs. 
 
7.4 For example, Mr. Zheng Yang, a CAG Christian, was 23 years old when 
arrested. He was forced to write monthly “thought reports.” Due to his refusal 
of “converting,” the prison guards tortured him with multiple highvoltage 
electric batons and confined him for one month. After being released upon 
completion of his sentence in December 2015, Zheng was diagnosed with 
schizophrenia. (See Affidavit B by Zhang Yaguo, with enclosures, Zheng’s 
Certificate of Release and Certificate of Diagnosis.)  
 
Ms. Xiong Changzhen, a CAG Christian, was arrested and sentenced to three 
and a half years of imprisonment because of her belief in Almighty God. 
During her imprisonment, in order to make her sign the Three Statements, the 
authorities of the prison forced her to take psychotropic drugs. Afterwards, they 
forced her to watch propaganda videos of forced conversion. When she refused, 
they handcuffed and suspended her, and instigated prisoners to beat her up. 
They also deprived her of sleep for several days and forced her to do intensive 
labor. Released from prison in June 2016, she turned dull and obtuse from a 
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person of intelligence and capability. (See Affidavit C and Certificate of 
Release)32  
 
 
 
Extrajudicial Killings 
 
Extrajudicial killings, also sometimes referred to as summary or arbitrary 
executions, are the deliberate killing of an individual by a State agent without 
previous judicial judgement.  
 
Legal protection against extrajudicial killings is broadly covered by Article 3 
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; “Everyone has the right to life, 
liberty and security of person”.33 
 
The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights articles 6, 14 and 15 
provide protection. Article 14 and 15 reaffirm the right to a fair trial, due 
process, assumption of innocence, and access to legal aid. Article 6 reiterates 
the right to life and determines standards for the death penalty: 
 

Article 6 
 
1. Every human being has the inherent right to life. This right shall be 
protected by law. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life.  
 
2. In countries which have not abolished the death penalty, sentence of 
death may be imposed only for the most serious crimes in accordance 
with the law in force at the time of the commission of the crime and 
not contrary to the provisions of the present Covenant and to the 
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide. This penalty can only be carried out pursuant to a final 
judgement rendered by a competent court.  
 
3. When deprivation of life constitutes the crime of genocide, it is 
understood that nothing in this article shall authorize any State Party to 
the present Covenant to derogate in any way from any obligation 
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the Church of Almighty God”. United Nations Human Rights Council Universal Periodic 
Review China. Web Accessed: 2 August 2018. 
33 United Nations, Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 10 December 1948. Web 
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assumed under the provisions of the Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.  
 
4. Anyone sentenced to death shall have the right to seek pardon or 
commutation of the sentence. Amnesty, pardon or commutation of the 
sentence of death may be granted in all cases. 
 
5. Sentence of death shall not be imposed for crimes committed by 
persons below eighteen years of age and shall not be carried out on 
pregnant women.  
 
6. Nothing in this article shall be invoked to delay or to prevent the 
abolition of capital punishment by any State Party to the present 
Covenant.34 

 
In China, NGOs have noted that CAG members have been victims of 
extrajudicial killings.  
 

 
Submission by CAP LC, CESNUR, EIFRF, FOB & ORLIR 

 
6.1.1 Reports continue to be received of Church members dying in custody. 
CAG has documented 44 cases of Church members who died in custody or 
shortly after their release (The Church of Almighty God n.d.). Given the CCP’s 
efforts to obstruct the investigation of Church members’ untimely deaths, the 
actual death tolls are likely significantly higher.35 
 
 

 
Submission by Omnium des Libertés & Canaan Human Rights 

 
5.1 In order to force the CAG Christians to renounce their beliefs, the CCP has 
arrested them, set kangaroo courts, tormented them wantonly, and even 
tortured some to death, depriving them of their right to life. The cases we have 
received and examined reveal that from 2014 to 2018, at least 15 CAG 
Christians died in abnormal circumstances due to the CCP’s arrests and 
imprisonment; six victims died because of cruel torture and mistreatment in 
custody; five victims returned home and died after being mistreated during 

                                                        
34 https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/ProfessionalInterest/ccpr.pdf  
35 CAP LC, CESNUR, EIFRF, FOB, ORLIR. “Religious Freedom and persecution in China: 
The case of the Church of Almighty God”. United Nations Human Rights Council Universal 
Periodic Review China. Web accessed: 26 July 2018. 
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their imprisonment; four victims died by succumbing to the pressure from the 
CCP’s constant harassment and threat. There is no evidence showing that the 
Chinese authorities have investigated the CAG members’ deaths in custody, or 
the persecutors have been subjected to due punishment.36 
 
 

Submission by the Center for Studies on Freedom of Religion Belief and 
Conscience (LIREC) & Association for the Defense of Human rights and 

Religious Freedom 
(ADHRRF) 

 
3.2 Here we mention only one case among those who died in abnormal 
circumstances:  
Ms. Gao Cuiqin, a CAG Christian, age 53, was a resident of Huantai 
County in Zibo, Shandong Province. In the early hours of 15 July 2014, Gao 
was arrested by police officers from the State Security brigade of Public 
Security Bureau in Huantai County due to her belief in Almighty God, and 
later transferred to the Detention Center in Huantai County for interrogation. 
On 17 July, Gao’s family was informed by the local Public Security Bureau 
that she had died of a sudden heart attack. But Gao’s family reported that she 
had no history of heart disease. On 18 July, Gao’s family went to prepare her 
remains for her funeral. They reported that Gao’s face was purple, her back 
was dotted with red spots, and her armpits were black and blue. Gao’s 
family requested to see the video recording of the interrogation, but the 
police refused. A man, who claimed to have been in the Public Security 
Bureau for many years, analyzed the body and concluded that the 
circumstances of her death corresponded with being jabbed with an electric 
baton with extremely strong electric currents.  [See Affidavit A] 
 
 
Impunity  
 
Impunity is one of the worst diseases affecting violations of human rights as it 
encourages the perpetrators to pursue their nefarious activity. 
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the Church of Almighty God”. United Nations Human Rights Council Universal Periodic 
Review China. Web Accessed: 26 July 2018. 
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Submission by CAP LC, CESNUR, EIFRF, FOB & ORLIR 

 
5.3.1 Legal reform efforts have failed to address the use of torture against 
members of the CAG, while extralegal directives from the CCP have instead 
implicitly encouraged its continued use. Amendments to the Criminal 
Procedure Law purport to strictly forbid torture and incorporate the goal of 
“protecting human rights.” However, the amendments do not specify 
mechanisms of supervision or enforcement of discipline for violations of its 
provisions. Rather, it may obfuscate the ongoing widespread use of torture, 
which has continued unabated in the cases of members of the CAG. 
 
5.3.2 Impunity is routine for acts of torture against members of the CAG. 
Instead, claiming that members of the Church have been “re-educated” and 
have signed declarations renouncing their faith is a criterion for promotions and 
bonuses for prison and labor camp guards, creating an incentive to torture 
believers. 
 
6.2.1 Authorities rarely investigate deaths in custody of members of CAG and 
perpetrators enjoy impunity. Instead, authorities often attempt to thwart 
investigations into the cause of death and punish requests for legal redress. 
Family members who have pressed for investigations have suffered retribution, 
including detentions, beatings, and imprisonment.37 
 
 
Economic, Social and Cultural Discrimination  
 
Articles 22, 23 and 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
guarantee non-discrimination in social and economic settings:  

Article 22 

Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and is 
entitled to realization, through national effort and international co-
operation and in accordance with the organization and resources of 
each State, of the economic, social and cultural rights indispensable for 
his dignity and the free development of his personality. 
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Article 23 

(1) Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, to 
just and favourable conditions of work and to protection against 
unemployment. 
(2) Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to equal pay for 
equal work. 
(3) Everyone who works has the right to just and favourable 
remuneration ensuring for himself and his family an existence worthy 
of human dignity, and supplemented, if necessary, by other means of 
social protection.               

(4) Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions for the 
protection of his interests… 

Article 25 

 
(1) Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the 

health and well-being of himself and of his family, including food, 
clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social services, 
and the right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, 
disability, widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in 
circumstances beyond his control.  

(2) Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special care and 
assistance. All children, whether born in or out of wedlock, shall 
enjoy the same social protection.38 

The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
strengthens and details these rights. It codifies the following rights to be 
implemented without discrimination: the right to self-determination, the right 
to freely pursue economic and social development, the right to dispose of 
natural wealth and resources, the right to own land, the right to work, the right 
to be remunerated with at least the minimum wage, safe and healthy working 
conditions, holidays, as well as equal opportunity for everyone to be promoted 
in their employment. In addition, it lists the right to education, and free 
education, for all.39 
 
The 1969 Declaration on Social Progress and Development affirms that the 
family is the basic unit of society and that it should be assisted and protected. 
Since then, a number of resolutions have been passed to reaffirm this 
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sentiment (ECOSOC 1983 resolution, “Role of the Family in the development 
process”, resolution 1983/23).40 
 
In China, CAG members have had their economic, social, and family rights 
violated.  
 

 
Submission by CAP LC, CESNUR, EIFRF, FOB & ORLIR 

 
10.1 Since 1995, members of the CAG and their family members have faced 
discrimination at work, discrimination in education, denial of pensions, pay 
reductions, or dismissal based on their religious beliefs. 
 
10.2 CCP authorities continue to stigmatize and incite hate against the CAG. 
Aggressive campaigns were launched in several Chinese provinces. In 
addition, the CCP has exported these campaigns abroad. Western media were 
manipulated into publishing fake news accusing the CAG of crimes of which 
it was innocent, including the 2014 murder in the Zhaoyuan McDonald’s. 
Individual members of the CAG who fled China have been harassed in 
multiple ways. In a typical case, in April 2015, Zhang Fu escaped persecution 
by moving to South Korea. In May 2016, the CCP incited Zhang’s wife, 
surnamed Tian, into coming to South Korea with an agent of the Chinese 
Security. They ensnared Zhang Fu into visiting a hotel, and while he was 
asleep they took the opportunity to steal his passport and cell phones. They 
wanted to force Zhang Fu to return to China, but at the last minute he 
succeeded in a thrilling escape at the airport. In August 2016 and November 
2017, the CCP incited Ms. Tian twice into returning to South Korea to create 
trouble for the CAG together with some people of unknown identity. They 
made use of foreign media to manufacture public opinion and try to force 
Zhang Fu to return to China, and they spread disparaging rumors about the 
CAG. (See Affidavit D, by Zhang Fu)41 [ANNEX F] 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                        
40 https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/ProtectionFamily/A-HRC-31-
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41 CAP LC, CESNUR, EIFRF, FOB, ORLIR. “Religious Freedom and persecution in China: 
The case of the Church of Almighty God”. United Nations Human Rights Council Universal 
Periodic Review China. Web accessed: 29 July 2018. 
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9.1 The CCP police has arbitrarily plundered the church money, searched, 
confiscated, and extorted CAG Christians’ personal property. They have tried 
to force CAG Christians to renounce their beliefs by depriving them of 
personal property, and some elderly CAG Christians’ lifetime savings were 
plundered. On July 2, 2017, 128 CAG Christians in Huzhou City, Zhejiang 
Province were arrested; more than 800,000 RMB and 2,000 grams of gold 
were confiscated and never returned to them (Huzhou Government Network 
2017). 
 
9.2 CAG Christians and their family members are discriminated in their 
employment (see e.g. Maoming City Public Security Bureau 2017). They are 
even deprived of their jobs, pension payments, subsistence allowances, and 
many have lost their sources of income. CAG Christians’ offspring and 
relatives are deprived of their opportunities to attend higher education, apply 
for civil servant posts, study and work abroad.42 
 
 

 
Submission by the Center for Studies on Freedom of Religion Belief and 
Conscience (LIREC) & Association for the Defense of Human rights and 

Religious Freedom (ADHRRF) 
 
10.1 During 2014-2018, the CCP’s monitoring, arrest, and persecution has 
caused at least 500,000 CAG Christians to flee their home, and several 
hundred thousand families have been torn apart. Many children have been 
separated from their parents and deprived of their schooling. Husbands and 
wives have to live in different places. The CCP has fabricated many fake news 
to discredit, frame, defame CAG, so some of CAG Christians’ families or 
spouses bar them from following their faith, and their marriages have been led 
to disharmony or broken. 
 
10.2 The CCP threatens CAG Christians’ families with the loss of career, 
education opportunity, pension payments, subsistence allowances, etc., which 
intensifies the conflicts of and results in the breakage of their families. Many 
CAG Christian women have been, while in custody, forced to have an 
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abortion, and some mothers in lactation were separated from their newly-born 
babies. 
 
13.1 From 2014-2018, Chinese authorities have continued to confiscate the 
businesses and properties of CAG Christians and their families. Their 
properties have often been pocketed by the police officers. For example, on 
March 10, 2017, five Christians in Heze City, Shandong Province were 
blackmailed by police officers for RMB 155,000. 
 
13.2 CAG Christians and their families have been fired at will, and thus lost 
their source of living. Their endowment insurance and basic living security 
have been deprived of. They have been discriminated by their companies or 
institutes. Their rights to educational opportunities, career promotion, further 
education have been denied.43 
 
 
 
Right to Asylum & Related Issues 
 
Article 14 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights grants everyone the 
right to seek and enjoy asylum from persecution in other countries. In 
addition, Article 13 declares that everyone has the right to freedom of 
movement and residence within the borders of each state, and the freedom to 
leave any country, including their own, and to return to their own country.44 
 

 
Submission by the Center for Studies on Freedom of Religion Belief and 
Conscience (LIREC) & Association for the Defense of Human rights and 

Religious Freedom (ADHRRF) 
 
11.1 In order to prevent the released CAG Christians from practicing their 
belief, Chinese authorities have forbidden them from leaving their cities. They 
are asked to report to the local Public Security Bureaus every week or month. 
They are required to report to the local Police if they want to leave their cities. 
(See Affidavit B and C)  
 
11.2 Because the persecution of the CCP has intensified since 2014, many 
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CAG Christians have fled to seek asylum abroad. In many of the documents 
issued by the CCP, persecution of CAG Christians overseas is set as one of its 
main tasks. In 2015, the CCP has ordered to confiscate or revoke the exit-entry 
certificates of CAG Christians living in China. They are forbidden to leave the 
country (although some managed to escape anyway). The CCP have started 
investigating CAG Christians, put those identified into the black list, and set 
up effective control system (The CCP Xiangkou Town Commission Office 
2015). Many CAG Christians have been investigated and arrested just because 
of applying for a passport. 
 
11.3 The CCP has deployed all kinds of methods to investigate and harass 
CAG Christians who have fled overseas. The CCP has developed precise 
strike plans according to their domestic relationships. It has coaxed and 
coerced their families to give interviews and orchestrated demonstrations in 
the countries where they are seeking asylum, manipulated the overseas medias 
to discredit CAG, and blocked their asylum applications through all sorts of 
interference.45 
 
 

 
Submission by Citizens’ Coalition for Human Rights of Abductees and North 

Korean Refugees (CHNK) 
 
In the process of implementation of a series of documents issued by the 
Chinese authorities during the span between 2014 and 2018, as for CAG 
Christians in Mainland China, the documents demand surveillance and arrests; 
as for CAG Christians who have fled overseas, the documents demand 
individual analysis, research and determination, in order to develop 
individualized plans for accurate crackdown on them. 
 
2.3.1 Once identified as CAG members fleeing overseas, they are under 
immediate arrest when they go back to China. One example is: Mr. Li 
Zhenyuan, age 48, Korean Chinese, is a native of Hunchun City, Jilin 
Province, China. On May 18 of 2015, he was arrested by the Chinese police 
when he returned to Yanji, China from South Korea. The police showed him 
some photos of performers and audience in the movies and choir videos 
produced by CAG, and asked him to identify them. But Mr. Li refused, and 
the Chinese police began to torture him, giving him heavy punches and kicks, 
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the Defense of Human Rights and Religious Freedom (ADHRRF), “Religious Freedom in 
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stripping him naked, handcuffing him to the window rails and depriving him 
of sleep, for six days and nights. Later, the police threatened him with his 
family and forced him to infiltrate into CAG in South Korea to act as their 
undercover agent to provide them with intelligence. Eventually, Mr. Li 
Zhenyuan pretended to follow their request and seized the opportunity to 
return to South Korea. (See Affidavit A by Li Zhenyuan) [ANNEX G] 
 
2.3.2 The Chinese authorities have ensnared family members of CAG 
Christians to protest against the South Korea government for hosting CAG 
refugees. Ms. Liu Jingxiu, age 29, a former resident of Xi’an, China, fled to 
South Korea in March 2015 due to her faith in Almighty God. In November 
2017, the Chinese authorities ensnared her husband into coming to South 
Korea for Liu. Unexpectedly, he was asked to cooperate with the Chinese 
authorities to organize a press conference defaming CAG and protesting 
against the South Korean authorities for hosting CAG refugees10. Having a 
sense of being deceived, Liu’s husband turned to the Korean police for help, 
with whose help he was able to meet Liu. He told his wife, “At the time, I just 
wanted to come find you, so I followed along with their demonstrations and 
made a statement at the press conference. I never imagined that would turn 
you into a public figure. I didn’t imagine that things would turn out this way.” 
(See Affidavit B by Liu Jingxiu)46  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                        
46  Citizens’ Coalition for Human Rights of Abductees and North Korean Refugees, 
“Protection of civil and political rights”. United Nations Human Rights Council Universal 
Periodic Review China. Web Accessed: 2 August 2018. 
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Recommendations 
 

Human Rights Without Frontiers and Bitter Winter recommend that: 

• China immediately end its campaign to eradicate the CAG, stop its 
fake news campaign against the CAG, free all prisoners of conscience, 
and seriously investigate allegations of torture and extra-judicial 
killings; 

• Reports on China and religious liberty published by international 
organizations at all levels should include references to the extensive 
persecution of the CAG; 

• South Korea grant asylum to CAG members who face arrest, detention, 
and, in the case of the leaders, execution if sent back to China; 

• Refugee authorities in all countries seek reliable information about the 
CAG from scholarly sources, rather than relying on fake news spread 
through the internet and outdated country of origin information (COI), 
and facilitate the asylum-granting process; 

• Cases of CAG members detained abroad due to problems proving their 
identity and status as CAG devotees or leaders should be addressed, 
and no CAG member or leader should be deported back to China. 
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[ANNEX B] 
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[ANNEX D] 
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[ANNEX E]  
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[ANNEX F] 
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[ANNEX G] 
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