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ASIA: More women killed in gender violence than armed 
conflicts in parts of Asia – expert 

In India over 8,000 women are killed every year over dowry disputes. 
 

By Ben Lih Yi  

Thomas Reuters Foundation (13.10.2017) - http://tmsnrt.rs/2hOJjq7 - Gender-based 
violence is emerging as one of the deadliest forms of violence in Asia and it has killed 
more women than armed conflicts in some parts of the region, an expert on conflict said 
on Friday, calling for more attention to the issue. 

Researcher Patrick Barron of the U.S.-based non-profit The Asia Foundation said a two-
year study on conflicts and violence revealed violence against women in Asia has greater 
- and more deadly - impacts than previously thought. 

In India for example, the study showed over 8,000 women were killed every year over 

dowry disputes - a figure far higher than the 278 who died in a Maoist rebellion in 
eastern India last year. 

http://tmsnrt.rs/2hOJjq7
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"The evidence is not absolute but it certainly suggested that gender-based violence is 
one of the largest killers in Asia - if not the largest," Barron told the Thomson Reuters 
Foundation by phone from Washington. 

"We see a rise in violence as women assert their rights," the group's conflict and 
development regional director added. 

He said the trend was also seen in Nepal, where gender-based violence has become the 
deadliest form of violence this year. 

"Honour" killings, dowry-related deaths and the lynching of women branded as witches 
have persisted in some parts of South Asia, including India and Pakistan, despite years of 

campaign to halt these practices. 

An archaic practice of banishing menstruating girls and women to sheds during their 
period also persists in remote parts of Nepal, resulting in some dying from attacks by 
wild animals or from snake bites. 

Barron said the study released on Thursday also showed gender-based violence is 
becoming the deadliest threat to women in Southeast Asian nations such as Indonesia 
and East Timor but a lack of data hampers a definitive conclusion. 

"The problem is a lot of gender-based violence happens within households and because 
of cultural norms against reporting it, a lot of it goes unreported," he said. 

Barron said he hoped the findings will spur lawmakers into action to tackle the problem. 

Dowries - often in the form of jewellery, cars or money - are given by the bride's family 
to the groom and his parents, traditionally to ensure the bride will be looked after in her 
new home. 

The custom has been outlawed in India but still widely practised. Disputes erupt when 
the groom's family demanding more money after marriage, often driving the woman to 

suicide and in the worst cases, she is murdered by her husband and family. 

 

EU: New EU Gender Equality Index for 2017 

By Mia Haas-Goldberg  

HRWF (11.10.2017) – Today, the European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE) released 
its 2017 Gender Equality Index. At its core, the Index serves as a comprehensive 
measure for assessing and monitoring progress in gender equality across EU member 
states. The Index has been recognized for its critical contribution to policy-making and 
increased awareness at EU and national levels. 

This third edition includes a new intersectional approach to data collection for men and 
women, as well as information on social power and health behaviors. For the first time, 
the Index also measures gender gaps in decision-making in research, media, and sports 
in an attempt to strengthen public discourse and policy within these respective spheres. 

According to the 2017 Index, there is a definite increase in the share of women engaged 
in political and economic decision-making since 2010, while gender inequalities in the 
domain of time use for care and social activities are “persistent and growing.” Overall, 
the Index points to slow growth in gender equality across all member states and domains 
over the past ten years. 

See the full Gender Equality Index here.  

http://eige.europa.eu/rdc/eige-publications/gender-equality-index-2017-measuring-gender-equality-european-union-2005-2015-report
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INDIA: Sex with minor wife is rape, rules Supreme Court 

Exception clause to the heinous offence of rape allows a man to have sex with 
his wife who is not aged below 15. 

 
By Krishnadas Rajagopal  

The Hindu (11.10.2017) - http://bit.ly/2yaPrRw - The Supreme Court on Wednesday held 
that a man will be punished for rape if he is found to be guilty of havIng sexual 
intercourse with his minor wife. 

A Bench of Justices Madan B. Lokur and Deepak Gupta read down exception 2 to Section 
375 (rape) of the Indian Penal Code (IPC). 

The exception clause to the heinous offence of rape allows a man to have sex with his 
wife who is not aged below 15. 

Verdict ends disparity 

With this verdict, the court has ended the disparity between this exception to Section 
375, which allows a husband to have sexual relationship with his 15-year-old wife, and 
the definition of ‘child’ in recent laws such as the Protection of Children from Sexual 
Offences Act, 2012, which includes any person below the age of 18. 

The verdict also ends tacit acceptance of the exception clause in the IPC provided to child 
marriages, which was declared illegal and is a punishable offence, though a social reality 
especially in rural parts of the country. 

The court had agreed with NGO Independent Thought, which filed the petition 
challenging the exception, on how when sexual intercourse with a minor aged below 18 

with or without her consent amounts to rape under IPC, it is not so once she is married. 

The NGO had argued that the exception was a violation of the fundamental right to life 
and equality of minors. 

The judgment, though the Bench had said time and again that it did not want to delve 
into the issue of marital rape, now inevitably opens a window for law on marital rape. 

The court had questioned the reason for Parliament to create an exception in the penal 
law declaring that sexual intercourse by a man with his minor wife is not rape. 

It had asked the reason behind such an exception in the IPC when the age of consent 
was 18 years for "all purposes". 

"We do not want to go into the aspect of marital rape. That is for Parliament to see if 

they want to increase or decrease the age of consent. But once Parliament decided that 
we have fixed 18 years as the age of consent, can they carve out an exception like this," 
a Bench of Justices Madan B Lokur and Deepak Gupta had asked the Centre during the 
hearings. 

"When you [government] recognise the age of consent to be 18 years for all purposes, 
then why this exception," it had asked. 

The government counsel had defended the exemption as something Parliament had given 
due thought and consideration about. 

http://bit.ly/2yaPrRw
http://www.thehindu.com/tag/1548-1546-1510/children?utm=bodytag
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During the hearing, the Bench referred to the aspect of child marriage and said that 
despite there being law that held it illegal, the practice was still going on. 

"Whether or not it [child marriage] is a social reality, for 70 years we have not been able 

to remove it," the Bench had observed. 

 

WORLD: A leap forward for gender equality in global 
health 

By Nicole Schiegg 

Huff Post - http://bit.ly/2km4Jj0 - Women have been making sizable contributions to 
global health for decades. We have influenced advocacy, policy, technical and 
programmatic issues. However, as a global health community, we still battle conundrums 
like “all male panels” and not seeing enough women in the top leadership positions. In 

that respect, today was a game changer. Dr Tedros announced his senior leadership 
team at the World Health Organization (WHO). Not only do leaders represent 14 
countries, including all WHO regions, 60% of the appointments are women. This is 
monumental moment for gender equality in global health leadership. 

WHO serves as the guardian of health for all people. However, if we are being honest, 
the organization has lagged behind when it comes to achieving gender equity and 

indoctrinating this issue into its leadership, governance, and programs. In announcing his 
team, Dr Tedros said he was “reflecting my deep-held belief that we need top talent, 
gender equity and a geographically diverse set of perspectives to fulfill our mission to 
keep the world safe.” 

It should be no surprise that Dr Tedros kept his promise on gender parity. Throughout 
his campaign, Dr Tedros reaffirmed his belief that “gender equality brings sustainable 
development – that investments in girls’ and women’s health and rights are investments 
in a healthy and more prosperous future.” He consistently pledged that as Director-
General (DG), he would “encourage bolder and more sustainable investments and 
partnerships to advance girls’ and women’s health and rights.” 

Dr Tedros has also said that women, children and adolescents are “the center of gravity 
of universal health coverage.” In that spirit, I am proud that women were the center of 
gravity during his campaign for DG. Led by the incomparable Dr Senait Fisseha, 

campaign chair and now transition chair who spearheaded WHO’s senior leadership 
recruitment, there was a dedicated and hard-working team of women pushing the 
campaign across the finish line. This is a moment to take stock and reflect on the 
determination and drive that contributed to today’s advancement. There are so many 
women to thank. I would like to give a shout out to the following amazing team: Joy 
DiBenedetto, Elizabeth Bird, Claire DeLancey, Christy Feig, Meron Feleke, Jessica Freifeld, 

Anjali Nayyar, Kathleen Omollo, Jill Sheffield and Zain Verjee. 

Today we must also credit the Women in Global Health movement. Women in Global 
Health is a multi-stakeholder, inter-generational dialogue that brings together leaders at 
all career-levels in conversations about furthering gender equality in global health 
leadership across the globe. They stayed vigilant during the campaign – asking the 
important questions on equity and staying visible throughout the process. In fact, to 

make the case, Women in Global Health conducted an online survey at the end of 2016. 
Regardless of which DG candidate one preferred, universal health coverage along with 
the gender equality and empowerment of women were the top ranked priorities by 
respondents. I am optimistic about the future of this movement and encourage everyone 
to support their agenda – our common agenda. 

http://www.thehindu.com/tag/1531-1527-1510/marriage?utm=bodytag
http://bit.ly/2km4Jj0
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So, what’s next? I am excited to see how these new WHO leaders will shape the 
organization. As I have said before, a strong WHO benefits us all. And we all have a role 
to play in WHO’s success. The same is true on advancing gender equality in global health 
- men and women alike. Follow and engage with #WomenInGH to help keep these issues 

at the forefront and to encourage more leaps forward in equality. 

 

WORLD: Ten things you need to know about the hijab 

By Jessica Ham  

Culture Trip (01.10.2017) - http://bit.ly/2hFecRI - The hijab, which is the Islamic 
expression of modesty and devotion, is more often than not misunderstood and 
misinterpreted in both society and mass media. What is the hijab, why do people wear it, 
and why should we care? Here are 10 things you need to know about the hijab before 
making an assumption about Islam. 

The hijab is not just the scarf 

Contrary to popular belief, the hijab is not just the physical scarf that many Muslim women 
choose to wear over their hair. The hijab in its entirely is the belief that as a Muslim, one must 
try to diligently live every day in respect of God, with modesty, and show devotion to the religion 
as a whole. By wearing the physical scarf, it is one way of expressing one’s love for Islam. In this 
way, hijab can also be the way one acts, thinks, and treats others, aside from wearing the 

physical scarf. 

There are many different forms of hijab 

The hijab comes in many forms, and in many levels of covering one’s body as well. The shape of 
the scarf over the head differs from person to person, some choose to cover their faces as well, 
and some only choose to dress modestly while still showing their hair. These are all forms of 

hijab, even if it does not look like the stereotypical one sees in the media. 

The hijab also applies to men 

Because the overarching meaning of hijab is to live one’s live modestly with love for God, the 
hijab also applies to men. While not as well known outside the Muslim community, men also 
strive to wear the hijab both physically and mentally every day, the same as Muslim women. The 

men’s physical hijab however focuses more on covering the lower body and not the hair or upper 
body. 

Who can Muslims take off the hijab for? 

The hijab, once worn as a scarf covering one’s hair and covering the body, can only be taken off 
in front of family members or women. A Muslim woman wearing the hijab will therefore usually 
refrain from showing her hair to any man not related to her by blood. 

The hijab is a choice for the majority of Muslims 

Putting aside extreme countries like Saudi Arabia and Iran, Muslim women are not always forced 
to wear the hijab. In fact the majority of them choose to wear it and are in love with their hijab, 
and are completely free to choose when and how to wear the scarf. 

There will never be one uniform reason on why Muslims choose to wear hijab 

Although there may be some general similarities to why Muslim women choose to wear the 
hijab, there will never be one overarching specific reason why that satisfies all. Muslim women 
choose to wear the hijab for countless different reasons, from personal to religious purposes, 

http://bit.ly/2hFecRI
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from interpretations of the Quran to fashion; the reasons behind every single person’s choice to 
wear the hijab will differ. But that is the beauty of it, that it is not a universal object that 
conforms everyone. In fact, it can express every person’s unique strength and belief system. 

What the Quran says about the hijab 

Although there are many interpretations to what the Quran actually says about the hijab, the 
most common understanding comes from these verses: 

“Say to the believing men that they restrain their eyes and guard their private parts. That is 
purer for them” (Quran 24:31) 

“Oh you Prophet, tell your wives, your daughters, and the women of the believers to lengthen 
their garments. This is better so that they will be recognized and not harmed. God is the Forgiver 
and the Merciful” (Quran 33:59) 

The hijab is not oppressive or restraining 

Although this misconception is slowly changing, the hijab is still too often equated with 

oppression. The hijab is in no way oppressive or restraining to the majority of the 1.6 billion 
Muslims around the world, and does not prohibit them from pursuing their dreams, acting the 
way they want, dressing how they like, or marrying who they love. The hijab is far more often 
than not a freedom of expression. 

Why the hijab is empowering for millions of Muslims across the globe 

The important thing to understand about the hijab is that it is in fact extremely empowering for 
millions of Muslim women. The hijab empowers them with the pride and love for their religion, 
and the power of modesty also helps many feel stronger. Being modest means forcing people to 
judge you based on your mind and your heart, and less so on your face or body. This gives 
courage and self-esteem to many who choose to wear the hijab. 

Understanding the hijab is understanding another form of feminism 

Finally, because the hijab can be so empowering to so many people, wearing the hijab has 
become an expression of feminism. Wearing the hijab can mean to many that they have the 
freedom to choose how to self-express. Because a woman is using self-expression and not being 
forced to dress a certain way by societal pressures, many women then feel empowered and 
more equal to men because they are forcing people to judge them on their capabilities and not 
on how sexualized their bodies can be. 

 

EGYPT: Female genital mutilation and Syrian girls  

By Nikolaj Nielsen 

Excerpt from EU Observer (02.10.2017) - http://bit.ly/2xQV07g - Reports are now 
emerging of young Syrian refugee girls in Egypt having their genitals mutilated - a 
widespread practice among Egyptians - by Syrian parents. 

Cases of what is also known as "female genital mutilation" (or FGM) began to surface 
months ago. 

"Syrian refugees started adapting the culture, [and] they started accepting things we are 
trying to abandon," Aleksandar Bodiroza, who heads the United Nations Population Fund, 
told reporters in Cairo. 

http://bit.ly/2xQV07g
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Though outlawed in Egypt, the vast majority of married Egyptian women have been cut. 
Often relatives hold down the girl while a midwife or doctor removes or cuts the labia and 
clitoris.  

The tradition is not limited to Muslims. Christian communities in Egypt are also known to 
force the procedure onto their daughters - some as young as 8 years old or less. 

"It is very specific for Egypt - you don't have it in the Gulf, you don't have it in Jordan, 
you don't have it in Palestine, you don't have it in Syria. We were caught by surprise," 
said Bodiroza. 

Zaid M. Yaish, who also works at the UN fund, said poverty and desire to marry off 

daughters are among the likely factors that contribute to the abuse. 

"I noticed that Syrians are starting to adapt this FGM - this is a surprise to me. I mean, 
in Syria, there was never FGM before and that is due to the social pressure," he said. 

Nobody knows yet how prevalent FGM is among Syrians in Egypt, or if the reported cases 
are isolated.  

But like almost all Egyptians, Syrians and other refugees are facing crushing 
unemployment. While Syrians have access to health and education, they require work 
permits. 

Public services are dire and the financial woes, felt by all, are particularly harsh among 
those who have fled war only to survive on threadbare diets and wages, if any, which are 

even lower than Egyptian standards. 

"The price of meat went from 40 pounds to over 160 pounds per kilo. Everything is 
increasing, we can't keep up," said Maher El-leilani, a refugee in his late 50s from Homs 
in Syria, who now lives on the outskirts of Alexandria.  

The EU is attempting to alleviate the inflation by injecting some €2 million into a broader 

cash-assistance programme, distributed by the UN refugee agency (UNHCR).  

Syrian families can get anywhere between 600 to 2,800 Egyptian pounds per month. Six-
hundred Egyptian pounds, as of this month, is roughly equivalent to €28. Last October, 
the same amount would have equated to around €62. 

"We have seen a deteriorating situation, an increasing vulnerability, with more people 

becoming more vulnerable when compared to six months ago," said Aldo Biondi, an 
expert on Egypt from the European Commission's humanitarian aid department. 

"More and more families are falling under poverty, so they knock at the UNHCR," he 
added. 

 

WORLD: Enforcing gender roles on kids has 

consequences, but education can help 

New studies show how, across the globe, kids are being forced to conform to 
gender roles. 

By Zack Ford 

Think Progress (29.09.2017) - http://bit.ly/2xfObKT - A collection of new studies 
published in next month’s Journal of Adolescent Health takes a deep dive to explore the 
impact of gender norms on adolescents across the globe. It turns out that even though 

http://bit.ly/2xfObKT
http://www.jahonline.org/issue/S1054-139X(17)X0014-1
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gender norms might vary in small ways from country to country, there are consistent 
themes, and adolescents suffer real consequences when they’re enforced. 

Some of the studies’ findings aren’t surprising. Girls are taught to feel vulnerable and 

that boys are predators, and boys are conditioned to be strong and independent. What it 
looks like when these norms are violated looks somewhat different across cultures, like 
boys not playing sports in Baltimore or Ghent, or helping their moms with household 
chores in Delhi, or employing female gestures in Shanghai. But there were also some 
very consistent behaviors that were nearly universally seen as violating gender norms: 
boys wearing nail polish, girls playing football/soccer, and any kid wearing clothes 
stereotypically worn by the other gender. 

Moreover, the studies found that gender norms lead to consequences for all children, 
both in the immediate and long-term. Children who violate gender norms, especially 
transgender and gender nonconforming youth, are often bullied and harassed by their 
peers, and they may be corrected by their parents in shaming ways as well. And 
conforming to the norms isn’t much better, as the researchers explain: 

“Gender norms and beliefs have significant implications for both girls and boys. 
The consequences for girls in many parts of the world include child marriage, 
early school leaving, pregnancy, HIV and sexually transmitted infection risk, 
violence exposure, and depression. But despite popular perceptions boys are not 
unscathed. As a result of these hegemonic norms, they engage in and are the 
victims of physical violence to a much greater extent than girls; they die more 
frequently from unintentional injuries, are more prone to substance abuse and 
suicide; and as adults their life expectancy is shorter than that of women.” 

Despite the seeming universality of these norms, they are not determined biologically, 
the researchers say, but socially. Children can be taught that they don’t have to conform 
to those norms and that they don’t have to pressure each other into doing so. Such 
changes “have the potential to improve the well-being of adolescent boys and adolescent 
girls in the short and long terms.” 

Nicole Cushman, executive director of the sex ed advocacy organization Answer, told 
ThinkProgress that sex ed can be an effective vehicle for discussing these issues. “What 
we would consider truly comprehensive high-quality sex ed goes far beyond the plumbing 
lesson,” she said. Not only can it address gender roles, gender identity, and sexual 
orientation, it can equip young people with “language skills, thinking skills, and tools to 
state their boundaries and respect others’ boundaries,” addressing issues like consent 
and sexual assault. 

As a result, young people learn to be more accepting of their peers. “At its core, what sex 
ed can do is really shift some of our cultural norms about sexuality and gender,” 
Cushman explained, “because it’s fundamentally about how we relate to one another.” 

“If we do the work of creating safe and inclusive places where it’s safe for young people 

try on different roles and challenge those norms, [non-binary and transgender] kids 
might feel more comfortable coming out and getting the support they need if they want 
to transition.” 

The studies found that, though the ideas of gender norms start in early childhood, they 
are solidified far more rigidly upon the onset of puberty, because the goal becomes 
preventing the adolescents from having sex. But both because of the increased signaling 
and the physiological effects of puberty itself, “these issues are on the top of the mind for 
adolescents,” Cushman noted. She thinks it’s important for parents and teachers 
“to listen to young people and let them bring their voices into the conversation and help 
guide what it is they want to talk about.” 
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Some might not see the problem with gender norms, particularly given how common 
they are. “We have cultural and social norms about a lot of things, and that in and of 
itself is not inherently a bad thing,” Cushman said. But the problem with these norms is 
that “society has created this set of expectations that are not necessarily helpful.” 

They’re “not grounded in a biological basis,” they create “unrealistic and unhealthy 
expectations about people’s gender,” and they are “really rooted in sexism.” 

Starting to unpack these norms has the potential to make society safer and more 
inclusive not only for LGBTQ youth, but for everybody. 

 

INDIA: Young girls abused in south Indian temple rituals 

— rights commission  

Rituals involve the girls being dressed as brides and then having their dresses 
removed "virtually leaving them naked" 

By Anuradha Nagaraj  

Thomas Reuters Foundation (26.09.2017) - http://tmsnrt.rs/2xWemtY - The practice of 
keeping young girls in village temples to be worshipped as goddesses as part of rituals in 
south India amounts to abuse and slavery, the national rights commission said. 

The rituals in which girls are dressed as brides and then "their dresses are removed, 

virtually leaving them naked" is a form of the banned devadasi system, the National 
Human Rights Commission said in a report published on Monday. 

Practised in the southern states of Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh and parts of western 
India, the devadasi system, which "dedicates" girls to a life of sex work in the name of 
religion, continues despite being outlawed in 1988. 

"They are denied to live with their families and have education. They are forced to live in 
Mathamma temples, deemed to be ... public property and face sexual exploitation," the 
commission said in a statement. 

The report was referring to a 15-day festival in parts of Tamil Nadu, which concluded on 
Tuesday, where local goddesses are worshipped and seven young girls are chosen by the 
community to stay in the temple. 

The state government has denied accusations of abuse. 

"Our child protection team has visited the temple in question and parents are there to 
take care of the girls," said K Veera Raghava Rao, the administrative head of Madurai 
district in Tamil Nadu. 

"These are 200 year old traditions that are practised in many village temples across the 
region. We have not found any case of abuse and our officials are monitoring the 
functions. We have asked them to cover the girls with a shawl." 

But campaigners said that in the name of tradition, hundreds of girls between the ages of 
seven and 10 years are made to stay in the temple premises during the festivities. 

These girls, or Mathammas as they are referred to in parts of Tamil Nadu, are then 
forbidden to marry and must earn their living by dancing at the Hindu temples. 

In some cases young girls being initiated into the practice have to be bare-chested with 
only garlands and jewels covering them, while in others they are made to carry pots of 
liquor as part of the celebrations, child rights campaigners added. 

http://tmsnrt.rs/2xWemtY
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"As you travel through the region, the names keep changing, but the fact is that women 
are being forced into prostitution in the name of rituals," said Priyamvada Mohan Singh, 
a criminology professor who carried out a survey in 2016 on the devadasi tradition for 
the Indian government. 

"The tradition exists in Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Maharashtra. We 
have documented many cases during our research." 

The National Human Rights Commission said the practices violated the children's rights 
and asked both the Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh governments to respond in four 
weeks. 

Additional information: NHRC notice to the Governments of Tamil Nadu and Andhra 
Pradesh over allegations of continuance of Davadasi system like offering of girls to 
Goddess Mathamma (25.09.2017) 

 

SAUDI ARABIA: Saudia Arabia agrees to let women drive 

By Ben Hubbard 

The New York Times (26.09.2017) – http://nyti.ms/2ysOJ0Q– Saudi Arabia announced 
on Tuesday that it would allow women to drive, ending a longstanding policy that has 
become a global symbol of the oppression of women in the ultraconservative kingdom. 

The change, which will take effect in June 2018, was announced in a royal decree read 
live on state television and in a simultaneous media event in Washington. The decision 
highlights the damage that the ban on women driving has done to the kingdom’s 
international reputation and its hopes for a public relations benefit from the reform. 

Saudi leaders also hope the new policy will help the economy by increasing women’s 

participation in the workplace. Many working Saudi women spend much of their salaries 
on drivers or must be driven to work by male relatives. 

“It is amazing,” said Fawziah al-Bakr, a Saudi university professor who was among 47 
women who participated in the kingdom’s first protest against the ban — in 1990. After 
driving around the Saudi capital, Riyadh, the women were arrested and some lost their 
jobs. 

“Since that day, Saudi women have been asking for the right to drive, and finally it 
arrived,” she said by phone. “We have been waiting for a very long time. 

Saudi Arabia, home to Islam’s holiest sites, is an absolute monarchy ruled according to 
Shariah law. Saudi officials and clerics have provided numerous explanations for the ban 
over the years. 

Some said that it was inappropriate in Saudi culture for women to drive, or that male 
drivers would not know how to handle having women in cars next to them. Others 
argued that allowing women to drive would lead to promiscuity and the collapse of the 
Saudi family. One cleric claimed — with no evidence — that driving harmed women’s 
ovaries. 

Rights groups and Saudi activists have long campaigned for the ban to be overturned, 
and some women have been arrested and jailed for defying the prohibition and taking 
the wheel. 

In 2014, Loujain Hathloul was arrested after trying to cross the border from the United 
Arab Emirates into Saudi Arabia and detained for 73 days. 

http://nhrc.nic.in/dispArchive.asp?fno=34365
http://nhrc.nic.in/dispArchive.asp?fno=34365
http://nhrc.nic.in/dispArchive.asp?fno=34365
http://nyti.ms/2ysOJ0Q


HRWF Women’s Rights & Gender Equality Newsletter    
 

“@LoujainHathloul I’m so proud of you,” Fahad Albuteiri, her husband and a well-known 
Saudi comedian, wrote on Twitter. 

Ms. Hathloul tweeted a simple reaction to the news: “Thank god.” 

The ban has long marred the image of Saudi Arabia, even among its closest allies, like 
the United States, whose officials sometimes chafed at a policy shared only by the 
jihadists of the Islamic State and the Taliban. 

The decision won near universal praise in Washington. Heather Nauert, the State 
Department’s spokeswoman, called it “a great step in the right direction for that 
country.” 

The momentum to change the policy picked up in recent years with the rise of Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman, the king’s 32-year-old son, who has laid out a far-
reaching plan to overhaul the kingdom’s economy and society. 

Increasing numbers of women are working in a growing number of professions, and in 
2015, women were allowed to vote and to run for seats on the kingdom’s local councils. 

Ending the ban on women driving is expected to face some resistance inside the 
kingdom, where families are highly patriarchal and some men say they worry about their 
female relatives getting stranded should their cars break down. 

But in a small news conference at the Saudi embassy in Washington, an exuberant Prince 
Khalid bin Salman, the Saudi ambassador, said women would be able to obtain driver’s 

licenses without having to ask permission of their husbands, fathers or any male 
guardian — despite so-called “guardianship” laws that give men power over their female 
relatives. 

Under these laws, women cannot travel abroad, work or undergo some medical 
procedures without the consent of their male “guardian,” often a father, a husband or 
even a son. While the enforcement of guardianship laws has loosened in recent years, 

there is little to stop Saudi men from greatly limiting the movements of their wives or 
daughters. 

The ambassador, who is a son of the king, said that women would be able to drive alone 
but that the Interior Ministry would decide whether they could work as professional 
drivers. 

He said he did not expect the change in policy to face significant resistance. 

“I think our society is ready,” he said. 

That remains an open question. Many Saudis remain deeply conservative, and social 
strictures like the driving ban have been reinforced over the years by the kingdom’s top 
clerics, many of them on the government payroll. 

But there was little public dissent on Tuesday, likely because the Saudi government often 
exerts pressure on prominent voices to make sure they either back the government line 
or keep quiet. In recent weeks it has arrested more than two dozens clerics, academics 
and others, accusing them of being foreign-funded dissidents. 

After the change on the driving ban was announced, an anonymous text circulated 
through What’s App in the kingdom calling on the “virtuous ones” to work against its 

implementation, to protect against epidemics, adultery and other disasters. 

At the news conference, the ambassador insisted that the decision would not be reversed 
or seriously opposed. 
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Beyond the effects it could have on Saudi Arabia’s image abroad, letting women drive 
could help the Saudi economy. 

Low oil prices have limited the government jobs that many Saudis have long relied on, 

and the kingdom is trying to push more citizens, including women, into private sector 
employment. But some working Saudi women say hiring private drivers to get them to 
and from work eats up much of their pay, diminishing the incentive to work. 

In recent years, many women have come to rely on ride-sharing apps like Uber and 
Careem to gain some freedom of movement. 

Many of the kingdom’s professionals and young people will welcome the change, viewing 

it as a step to making life in the country a bit more like life elsewhere. 

Manal al-Sharif, a Saudi women’s rights advocate who filmed herself driving in 2011 and 
posted the footage to YouTube to protest the law, celebrated the announcement on 
Tuesday. 

Ms. Sharif was instrumental in organizing groups of women for collective protests to 
demand an end to the ban on female drivers. She was arrested at the time for taking 
part in the actions, and later wrote a book about her experience. She now lives in 
Australia. 

But despite celebrating the success for female drivers, she said the next campaign would 
be to end guardianship laws. 

The royal decree, read by an announcer of state television and signed by King Salman, 
said traffic laws would be amended, including to allow the government to issue driver’s 
licenses “to men and women alike.” 

The decree said a high-level ministerial committee was being formed to study other 
issues that needed to be addressed for the change to take place. For example, the police 
will have to be trained to interact with women in a way that they rarely do in Saudi 

Arabia, a society where men and women who are not related have little contact. 

The committee has 30 days to provide its recommendations, the decree said, so that the 
new policy can be carried out starting on June 24, 2018. 

The decree said that the majority of the Council of Senior Scholars — the kingdom’s top 
clerical body, whose members are appointed by the king — had agreed that the 

government could allow women to drive if done in accordance with Shariah law. 

 

INDIA: “A feeble no may mean yes”: Indian court 
overturns rape conviction 

Activists say Delhi high court’s decision in case of film director Mahmood 
Farooqui sets a worrying precedent on consent. 

By Michael Safi 

The Guardian (26.09.2017) – http://bit.ly/2y7UsNy– An Indian court has overturned a 

rape conviction against a film director, ruling that a “feeble no” can signal consent, 
especially in cases where the alleged victim is well-educated. 

Women’s rights activists said the decision “muddies the water” around consent in a 
country struggling to curb high levels of sexual violence, rampant street harassment and 
deeply entrenched patriarchal attitudes towards sex. 

http://bit.ly/2y7UsNy
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Mahmood Farooqui was sentenced to seven years in prison in 2016 for sexually 
assaulting an American postgraduate student while she was visiting his home in Delhi. 

The woman claimed Farooqui, the co-director of the 2010 Bollywood film Peepli Live, 

forced himself on to her while drunk, ignored her when she repeatedly said no and 
restrained her arms when she tried to prevent him from removing her clothes. 

Appealing against the decision in Delhi’s high court, lawyers for Farooqui argued that the 
encounter never took place and that if it had, he had not been aware the victim did not 
consent. 

Justice Ashutosh Kumar overturned the conviction on Monday, concluding he had to give 

“the benefit of the doubt” to Farooqui on both arguments. 

He found it was unclear whether Farooqui had known the alleged victim did not consent 
because, even though she testified that she had repeatedly said no to his advances and 
tried to physically resist, she accepted she had ultimately gone along with it. 

“Instances of woman behaviour are not unknown that a feeble no may mean a yes,” he 
said. 

Karuna Nundy, a supreme court lawyer who advised on India’s most recent reform of 
sexual assault laws, said she was concerned about the precedent the judgment set. 

“It muddies the waters and will confuse a lot of the issues around consent,” she said. 
“What the law says is that consent may be silent, it may be non-verbal, but it has to be 

unequivocal. And so when somebody says no – even when you think it’s feeble – and 
there is no subsequent unequivocal yes, then there is no consent.” 

The alleged victim told the court she stopped resisting out of fear she could be harmed in 
the same manner as a Delhi physiotherapy student whose rape and murder in 2012 
sparked international protests. Farooqui only released her when she feigned an orgasm in 
order to persuade him to stop, she said. 

The judge said the alleged victim’s conduct would have sent Farooqui a message that she 
consented, “even though wrongly and mistakenly”. 

“What [Farooqui] has been communicated is … that the [alleged victim] is OK with it and 
has participated in the act,” he said. 

The judge argued that “in an act of passion, actuated by libido,” consent could be 
complex, “and it may not necessarily always mean yes in case of yes or no in case of 
no”. 

He said a firm no was not necessarily required in cases where the people involved were 
strangers, “in some kind of prohibited relationship” or if one of the parties was “a 
conservative person”. 

“But [the] same would not be the situation when parties are known to each other, are 
persons of letters and are intellectually/academically proficient, and if in the past there 
have been physical contacts,” he said. 

“In such cases, it would be really difficult to decipher whether little or no resistance and a 
feeble no was actually a denial of consent.” 

The Times of India criticised the decision in an editorial, arguing that the court may have 
“set a potentially dangerous precedent that a no does not always necessarily mean no”. 

It said: “It is easy to see defence lawyers lapping this up in cases of rape and other 
sexual offences even where there the alleged victim has explicitly said no to argue that 
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the accused may not have perceived it as a firm no. It is a slippery slope the court should 
have avoided stepping on to.” 

Vrinda Grover, the lawyer for the alleged victim, said the decision was “dishonest in law 

and fact”. An appeal will be filed in the Indian supreme court. 

It is the second legal decision to draw outrage in recent days, after three law students 
were granted bail last week while appealing against a sexual assault conviction from 
March. 

The students were convicted of using nude photographs of a woman to blackmail her into 
having sex with them over an 18-month period. Releasing the students on bail, the 

Punjab and Haryana high court said the victim’s behaviour could be interpreted as a 
“misadventure stemming from a promiscuous attitude and a voyeuristic mind”. 

The court said her story did not “throw up gut-wrenching violence that normally precede 
or accompany such incidents”. 

 

WORLD: Family planning is key to a healthy society 

HRWF (26.09.2017) – Today is World Contraception Day which highlights the right to 
family planning and the benefits it brings to society. As part of the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goals, family planning is important because it provides women with the 

means to decide if, when, and how many children they will have. In addition, unplanned 
pregnancies and maternal deaths are prevented, the rate of abortion decreases, the risk 
of STDs (including HIV/AIDS) for both men and women is lowered, teen pregnancy 
diminishes, girls and women are more likely to receive an education, and more women 
join the workforce.  

“Family planning is central to gender equality and women’s empowerment, and it is a key 

factor in reducing poverty,” says the United Nations Population Fund.  

You can read more about the work that UNFPA is doing here. 

 

EU: EU guidelines on LGBTI: key tool to promote human 

rights worldwide  

MEPs denounced the persecution of same-sex orientation persons outside the 
EU and urged a better implementation of the EU Guidelines on human rights of 

LGBTI, on Monday. 

European Parliament (25.09.2017) – http://bit.ly/2wTYzrh – The Subcommittee on 
Human Rights hosted a public hearing on the human rights of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender and Intersex (LGBTI) persons outside the EU and the implementation of the 
EU Guidelines on Monday afternoon. 

“Sexual orientation and gender identity are in essence an individual choice, which should 
under no circumstances be subject to any legal codification or discriminatory practices”, 
said the Chair of the Subcommittee on Human Rights, Pier Antonio PANZERI (S&D, IT). 
“Unfortunately, more than 72 countries worldwide still criminalise homosexuality with at 
least five applying the death penalty”, he added. 

MEPs discussed with a wide range of experts the status of consensual same-sex relations 
worldwide. They called for an end to violence and all forms of discrimination against the 

http://www.escrh.eu/WCD
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.unfpa.org/family-planning
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LGBTI community in Chechnya and urged the Russian authorities to respect human 
dignity and urgently conduct investigations on the cases reported. 

DROI Members welcomed the recent commitment of the Tunisian government to 

guarantee the protection of human rights of LGBTI persons. Members committed 
themselves to raising the LGBTI situation in their future meetings with their counterparts. 
They stressed the need to repeal laws such as article 230 which are not in line with the 
rule of law and individuals rights as enshrined in the Constitution. 

Filling in the gap between words and actions  

How the EU Guidelines on the promotion and protection of the human rights of LGBTI 

people  should better promote and protect the human rights of LGBTI persons was the 
core of the second panel discussion. 

“These Guidelines are a great instrument”, stated Alexander Hammelburg from the 
Federation of Dutch Associations for Integration of Homosexuality (COC). Members 
agreed that the European Union could make a significant difference for LGBTI people 
across the world through the engagement on the ground of the EU Delegations. 

In last year’s Annual Report on Human Rights and Democracy in the World, MEPs called 
on the European Commission and the EEAS to start working on a proper and active 
implementation of the guidelines. In this regard, Daina Ruduša from ILGA-Europe 
identified some recommendations such as better engaging with civil society 
organisations, training EU Delegation staff or leading by example. 

MEPs agreed with Scott Busby, Deputy Assistant Secretary of the U.S. Department of 
State, that the EU and the United States should strengthen their cooperation on the 
multilateral level, in particular by supporting the mandate of a UN Independent Expert on 
Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity. They agreed to work hand in hand on the swift 
appointment of a new independent expert after the recent and regrettable resignation of 
Vitit Muntarbhorn. 

 

WORLD: UN rights chief urges all states to outlaw 

discrimination against LGBTI people 

United Nations (20.09.2017) – http://bit.ly/2y7Vjhe– While many governments are 

moving in the right direction, too many are falling short when it comes to protecting the 
rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex people, the United Nations 
human rights chief said today, urging all States to outlaw discrimination against this 
community. 

Speaking at a ministerial event during the General Assembly’s high-level session, High 
Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein said that he understood that in 
many parts of the world this is a difficult topic to broach. 

“When pressed, officials sometimes tell me their hands are tied: the public, they say, will 
never accept equality for LGBTI people. But surely this is back to front. If public opinion 
is hostile towards LGBTI people, that makes it all the more urgent for governments to act 
to protect them,” he said. 

Reports by his Office (OHCHR) frequently reveal “a landscape of brutal violence and 
widespread discrimination, fuelled by negative public attitudes and in many cases 
actively sanctioned by the State,” the High Commissioner noted. 

http://bit.ly/2y7Vjhe
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“We ask all governments to allow individuals to love whom they choose, to outlaw 
discrimination, tackle hate crimes and the bullying so frequent in schools, and to protect 
intersex children from harm – including by banning medically unnecessary surgery on 
intersex infants. The onus has to be on governments to protect and respect rights – and 

explain to the public why these measures are needed,” he added. 

While gay and lesbian people – and to a lesser extent trans people – have seen huge 
gains over the past 20 years, many of those gains are fragile and face backlash, stated 
High Commissioner Zeid. 

“As always, when rights are rolled back, it’s minorities that are most exposed – 
immigrants, religious minorities, racial minorities and, of course, lesbian, gay, bi, trans 
and intersex people. Invariably, those who lose the most are those who have the least to 
begin with – the least power, money and public support,” he said. 

He stressed that governments alone cannot end discrimination and called on all – the 
media, schools, faith leaders, the business community – to stand up for the human rights 
of LGBTI people. 

Next week the High Commissioner will be launching a new set of global standards, 
developed by his Office, which highlight the actions that businesses can and should take 
to end discrimination against LGBTI people, in the workplace and beyond. 

“We must push forward and overcome the obstacles to equality – in workplaces, schools, 
the law-courts and the streets. The time for justice is now.” 

 

WORLD: World leaders don’t understand women—and 
that’s hurting gender equality, study finds 

By Abigail Jones 

Newsweek (20.09.2017) - http://bit.ly/2xm9m0X - For years, late night host Jay Leno 
conducted impromptu interviews with random people on the street, asking simple trivia 
questions in hopes of embarrassing them on national television. “What country did we 
fight in the Revolutionary War?” (One answer: “France!”) “What are people from 
Denmark called?” (One answer: “Denmartians?”) “What is bipartisanship?” (One answer: 
“It’s like, bisexual.”) 

The joke stops being funny when the interview subjects are leaders in developing 
countries and the questions are about gender equality and women’s issues. 

A new study released late Tuesday at the United Nations General Assembly questions 
whether policymakers in five countries are equipped with the basic information they need 
to advance gender equality. Equal Measures 2030, a global partnership of nine 
organizations, including the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, conducted a survey of 109 
policymakers in Colombia, India, Indonesia, Kenya and Senegal. Half were men, half 
were women, and they worked at every level of power—in central government and 
parliament, at the state and local levels, and as senior civil servants or in other influential 
fields. The results revealed that, when it came to key issues affecting girls and women, 
those in charge were “largely not confident in their knowledge of the facts.” 

Only about one-quarter believed they knew the maternal mortality rate in their country 
(the number of women who die from pregnancy or childbirth) or the percent of women in 
the labor force. One in eight believed they knew how many girls got married before 18. 
And over half were so shaky on the subject of early marriage that they weren’t 
comfortable wagering a guess about rates in their own country. (Equal Measures 2030 

http://bit.ly/2xm9m0X
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was unable to provide a breakdown of these statistics by age, gender or position of 
power, but said those insights would be available soon.) 

When policymakers did venture guesses about the challenges girls and women face, their 

answers revealed just how shaky they were on the facts. In Colombia, policymakers 
estimated that 4 to 80 percent of girls marry before 18 (correct answer: 23 percent). 
When Kenyan leaders were asked to ballpark the proportion of women in parliament, 
their replies ranged from 6 to 90 percent (correct answer: 21 percent). And in India, 
decision-makers believed that women represented anywhere from 20 to 70 percent of 
the labor force (correct answer: 27 percent). 

“It’s hard to cite a statistic cold, but I think policymakers would be able to make a more 
educated guess on other issues, like economic growth last year or your biggest export 
industry in your country,” says Alison Holder, director of Equal Measures 2030. “You 
might not get it exactly right, but you’d get it in the bounds… Instead, [their answers 
were] consistently inconsistent.” 

“Even the best intentioned decision-makers can’t make the best decisions if they’re 

operating in the dark,” Katja Iversen, CEO of Women Deliver, one of the Equal Measures 
2030 partners, said in a statement. 

The study comes two years after 193 countries adopted the Sustainable Development 
Goals, a set of 17 goals—from ending hunger to tackling climate change to providing 
quality education for everyone, everywhere—that global leaders are striving to meet by 
2030. The Paris Agreement, for example, aims to mitigate global warming. Another goal 
focuses entirely on gender equality. “These are really game-changing promises for girls 
and women,” says Holder of Equal Measures 2030, which works to provide decision-
makers and advocates with the evidence and data they need to reach this goal. “Many 
policymakers [in the study] were aware of it, but we have a big job to prepare them to 
act.” 

The study also showed that men and women have vastly different views on how gender 

equality has changed in the last five years. While 78 percent of men thought women in 
their country had achieved more equality, only 55 percent of women agreed. And more 
than twice as many women as men said equality had either stayed the same or gotten 
worse (44 percent to 19 percent). 

But there is a silver lining: most leaders interviewed said that they would know where to 
go to access data and information on key issues if they needed to. “If we believe them on 
that question, that’s somewhat positive,” Holder says. “But the message is, they’re not 
readily equipped with it—it’s not a part of their vocabulary around policy-making, which 
reflects a lack of interest on these issues.” 

 

TUNISIA: Tunisia lifts ban on Muslim women marrying 

non-Muslims 

President's initiative secures Tunisian women's right to choose spouse despite 
opposition from mainstream Muslim clerics 

Al Jazeera (14.09.2017) - http://bit.ly/2fpyiLR - Tunisia has abolished a decades-old ban 
on Muslim women marrying non-Muslims as the president seeks to secure equal rights 

for the country's female population. 

"Congratulations to the women of Tunisia for the enshrinement of the right to the 
freedom to choose one's spouse," presidency spokeswoman Saida Garrach wrote on 
Facebook on Thursday. 

http://bit.ly/2fpyiLR
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The announcement came a month after President Beji Caid Essebsi called for the 
government to lift the ban dating back to 1973, arguing that existing practice violates 
Tunisia's constitution, adopted in 2014 in the wake of the Arab Spring revolution. 

He created a commission, led by a female lawyer and rights activists, aimed at drafting 
revised rules. 

Until now a non-Muslim man who wished to marry a Muslim Tunisian woman had to 
convert to Islam and submit a certificate of his conversion as proof while a Muslim 
Tunisian man is allowed to marry a non-Muslim woman. 

Human rights groups in the North African country had campaigned for the ban's abolition, 

saying it undermined the fundamental human right to choose a spouse. 

Inheritance inequality 

Tunisia is viewed as being ahead of most Arab countries on women's rights, but there is 
still discrimination, particularly in matters of inheritance. 

Daughters are entitled to only half the inheritance given to sons. 

Mainstream Muslim clerics almost universally see the inheritance rules as enshrined in 
the Quran, Islam's holy book, and consider the rules on marriage to be equally 
unquestionable in Islamic law. 

The country's leading imams and theologians have issued a statement denouncing the 

president's proposals as a "flagrant violation of the precepts" of Islam. 

Some worry that such changes could stir up anger in a country that has already suffered 
deadly attacks. 

The first president of independent Tunisia, Habib Bourguiba, championed a landmark 
social code in 1956 that set a standard for the region by banning polygamy and granting 

new rights to women unheard of in the Arab world at the time. But even he didn't dare 
push for equal inheritance. 

 

CANADA: NAFTA must include gender equality 

protection, Trudeau says 

By Janet McFarland 

The Globe and Mail (12.09.2017) - https://tgam.ca/2h2g728 - Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau says it is crucial to include protections for women in the renegotiated North 
American free-trade agreement because gender equality is an economic issue. 

In remarks at a conference on women's rights in Toronto on Monday – organized by Tina 
Brown, former editor of The New Yorker and Vanity Fair – Mr. Trudeau said Canada 
negotiated protections for women's rights in a recently concluded free-trade agreement 
with Chile and hopes it will be able to persuade the United States and Mexico to add a 
similar chapter to NAFTA. 

Mr. Trudeau said he has heard criticisms of his government's plan – not from U.S. trade 
negotiators but from conservatives in Canada, who argue that proposals to address 
issues such as gender equality, environmental protections and Indigenous rights in 
NAFTA talks are just "rhetorical flourishes" and that he should be focusing on jobs and 

https://tgam.ca/2h2g728
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economic issues. He said the failure to understand that equality is an economic issue 
"highlights that we still have a lot of work to do, even in Canada." 

Ms. Brown has been convening feminist Women in the World Summits such as Monday's 

event – which was held in Toronto to coincide with the Toronto International Film Festival 
– since 2010. The events bring together activists, dissidents, artists, business executives 
and politicians to discuss issues facing women around the world. The Globe and Mail was 
the media partner for the event, the first of its kind to be held in Canada. 

In her remarks, Ms. Brown complained about an emerging "global horror show of toxic 
testosterone," arguing that rights many have taken for granted are now under attack in 
the United States and other countries. When she looks at Canada, however, she sees 
"such an invigorating view of the future." 

But Mr. Trudeau cautioned that Canada "is not a magical place" and that attitudes about 
women still need to change here and around the world. 

"There's still so much to do, and we can't stop for a second to say we've done enough – 
there's so much more to do." 

Foreign Affairs Minister Chrystia Freeland, who also spoke at the summit, said she is 
"moderately optimistic" about reaching an agreement with the United States and Mexico 
to include chapters on progressive issues such as gender equality in NAFTA. 

She said Canada is seeking to add similar provisions in all its free-trade agreements, 
including one with Israel that is being renegotiated. 

Mr. Trudeau also spoke about his marriage and his family, acknowledging that his wife, 
Sophie Grégoire Trudeau, "had to give up dreams" about her career and about how they 
would raise their children when he became Prime Minister. For example, he said, she had 
always wanted to home school the children while travelling the world on a sailboat. 
"Except you can't do it when you're Prime Minister and family," he said. 

Asked if he would give up his career for hers, Mr. Trudeau replied, "Probably not this 
job," but "I would love in another life or another step of my life to be able to raise the 
kids and stay home." 

Ms. Brown asked Mr. Trudeau about the role his father played in shaping his feminism. 
He replied that many people probably would not consider his father a feminist – including 
his father. He said Pierre Trudeau had some "old school" views and was a product of his 

time, but he taught his children fundamental values about standing up for everyone's 
rights and never discriminating against anyone. 

Ms. Grégoire Trudeau also spoke at the summit on a panel discussing the representation 
of women in media and advertising, saying she suffered from eating disorders when she 
was younger. She said girls today are facing more pressure through social media and are 
exposed to too much "subtle violence" on television and other media. 

"It's kind of what has become normal sometimes, and normal is the hardest thing to 
change in a society," she said. "I say let's redefine what normal is." 

 

WORLD: Dignity kits distribution begins for Barbuda 

women and girls impacted by Hurricane Irma and Jose 

UN Women and UNFPA fast track funds to Antigua and Barbuda to help women 
and girls. 
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UN Women (11.09.2017) - http://bit.ly/2xiV5T0 - A joint effort by UN Women and UNFPA 
started the distribution of “dignity kits” containing basic health and hygiene products for 
displaced women and girls from the Caribbean island of Barbuda, as they arrived in 
Antigua, escaping Hurricane Irma. 

The catastrophic hurricane has driven the entire population of Barbuda, a small island in 
the eastern Caribbean, to its twin island of Antigua. Of 1,413 people evacuated, more 
than 600— many of them women and girls with unique and often-overlooked needs, such 
as access to hygiene and sanitary products—are in temporary shelters. 

Dignity kits address unmet needs of women and girls 

“There was a very huge need for [dignity kits] …because [although] there was mass 
distribution of different [aid] products and items, not a lot of focus and emphasis were 
placed on the sanitary items that women and girls needed in particular,” explained 
Farmala Jacobs, the acting Executive Director of the Directorate of Gender Affairs, the 
national gender machinery of Antigua and Barbuda. 

At the aid distribution centre, as Ms. Jacobs talked to relief coordinators, displaced 
women ran up to her, because they had overheard about the dignity kit items and were 
looking for sanitary napkins and other products that women and girls urgently needed. 

“UN Women knew we had to pull out all stops to ensure that once the population of 
Barbuda was evacuated, help would be on hand immediately for the women and girls 
who were displaced. Regrettably, we are not strangers to disaster recovery situations, so 
we moved swiftly and decisively to work with our UN partners and the national gender 

machinery in Antigua to jumpstart our relief effort. Our primary concern was the 
provision of items that could restore a measure of normalcy and dignity to women of all 
ages who would have been ripped from their homes. It was our duty,” said Alison 
McLean, UN Women Representative in the Caribbean. 

With the first allocation of USD 15,000 from UN Women, which will be supplemented by 
UNFPA funds in the second tranche, 300 dignity kits were prepared by the Directorate of 
Gender Affairs. The kits contain basic health and hygiene products for women and girls, 
such as soap, underwear and sanitary napkins. 

Shelter safety and security for women and girls 

With Hurricane Jose still posing a threat, residents of Irma-ravaged Barbuda are being 
temporarily housed in shelters and private homes, some with family, in Antigua. As in 

most displacement settings, women and girls need protection from gender-based 
violence in crowded shelters. 

Farmala Jacobs and her team are already on top of this, prioritizing the implementation 
of guidelines and protocols for sharing resources and spaces in the shelters to ensure the 
safety of women and girls: 

“While we are distributing the kits to women personally, we are also using that 
opportunity to …ensure that all of the shelters protocols and guidelines are being 
followed... We are hoping [that] with UN Women’s support that we can also put the 
proper structure in place where there is monitoring of the shelters…as well as to ensure 
that the information that is needed is available to all the persons within the shelters 
about safety and prevention [of violence].” 

Together with community volunteers, the Directorate of Gender Affairs worked under 
strenuous circumstances, even as the risk of storm surges loomed over the Caribbean 
island, to distribute 165 dignity kits on Friday evening, and to distribute the remaining 
155 on Saturday. 

http://bit.ly/2xiV5T0
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With over 90 per cent of Barbuda’s infrastructure destroyed by Hurricane Irma, it is 
unclear when Barbuda residents will be able to return to their island. UN Women and 
UNFPA will continue to work with the Government to meet the needs of women and girls 
of the island displaced by Hurricane Irma and Jose. 

Further reading: How climate change affects women differently than men 
 

SAUDI ARABIA: How cycling is keeping the fight for 

women’s rights moving in Saudi Arabia  

Baraah Luhaid is determined to cycle freely, and she is encouraging other 
women to join Spokes Hub, her gender-inclusive cycling community. 

By Sophie Hemery  

The Guardian (11.09.2017) - http://bit.ly/2wVXBwz - Saudi Arabia remains one of the 
world’s most repressive countries for women, where a man’s consent is obligatory for 
women to access human rights, and feminist activists risk arrest. Some changes are 
creeping in: King Salman has loosened the grip of male guardianship, and is encouraging 
women to work. But they are still not allowed to drive. 

There are, however, women who refuse to be still. Twenty-five-year-old Baraah Luhaid 
has always loved cycling. But although women’s cycling was legalised in 2013, it is only 

allowed in parks or on beaches, and only with a male guardian present. Luhaid is striving 
to get women – and the fight for women’s rights – moving. She founded Saudi Arabia’s 
first gender-inclusive cycling community and business, Spokes Hub, last year, and now 
runs the kingdom’s only cycling shop, with a cafe and workshops, for women. 

As a Saudi woman peddling counterculture, Luhaid has long known that she would have 
to embrace the spirit of “I’ll do it myself”. After graduation, she longed to work in a bike 
shop – but no one would hire a woman. So last year, she went on a cycling trip to China 
with her brother. She returned to Riyadh determined to ride freely, but met with 
roadblocks. For one, her abaya – a traditional long, black robe – kept getting caught in 
the chains of her bike. 

“But that wasn’t the most challenging part,” she says. “It’s the cultural barriers.” People 
regularly roll down their windows and shout insults and she is routinely stopped by the 

police. “Last week I was stopped because someone complained I was causing offence,” 
she laughs. 

“When I started cycling, my best friends said: ‘Baraah, if we see you, we’re gonna 
Snapchat you, and we’re gonna laugh – you’re a girl, you’re not supposed to do this’,” 
she says. And, apart from her sister and brother – “one of very few male Saudi feminists” 
–, her family have been cautious. “My parents have a different mentality, and were 
worried about how the more conservative family would react,” she says. Her dream is for 
all Saudi women to cycle freely, but she has had to tread carefully. “Originally, I was 
confronted with aggression and negativity,” she says. Some women feared she would 
lead their daughters astray. Lacking allies, she decided to lead by example, and soon 
found that people came to her.  

Since opening a women’s cycling centre was untenable, both legally and socially, Spokes 

Hub originally catered exclusively for men and remains located at the university her 
brother attends. As such, Luhaid is barred from her own business. She has found 
workarounds to include women and girls – such as offering Spokes Hub services from the 
back of a van. She has even designed a cycling abaya with legs, which is about to be 
patented. 

http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2017/9/experts-take-dilruba-haider
http://bit.ly/2wVXBwz
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In order to attract support, Spokes Hub can not be described as being “for women”, and 
her brother often has to represent the business. “Investors chuckle when they hear 
‘female CEO of a sports business’,” says Luhaid. But while having to dilute her feminism 
can be disheartening, Luhaid finds comfort and inspiration in those who came before her. 

She devours books like Sue Macy’s Wheels of Change, which charts the role that cycling 
has played in the women’s rights movement. 

Spokes Hub has recently won a kingdom-wide prize for start-ups, and Princess Reema – 
deputy president of Saudi Arabia’s Women’s Sports Authority – has publicly endorsed the 
project. 

“I’m standing against something bigger than I originally thought,” says Luhaid. “When I 
advocate for women’s cycling, I’m advocating for women’s independence. Changing 
core beliefs requires slow, consistent work,” she says. “It’s challenging, but someone has 
to start.” 

 

INDIA: The abuse of India’s triple talaq verdict 

Triple talaq, like the made-up 'Love Jihad', has become yet another anti-Muslim 
tool in the hands of the far right. 

By Flavia Agnes  

Al Jazeera (04.09.2017) - http://bit.ly/2yoArPL - The triple talaq judgement pronounced 
by the Constitution bench of five judges of the Supreme Court of India has been hailed as 
"historic" by all concerned. While the operative part of the elaborate ruling comprising of 
three different and diverse judicial opinions captured in 395 pages is just one line: "By a 
majority of 3:2 verdict the practice of talaq-e-biddat - triple talaq is set aside", it 
provides sufficient scope for diverse ideologies to lay a claim to it. 

It is understandable that Muslim women who have suffered the indignity of triple talaq 

(or instant divorce by saying the word "talaq" three times) and those who helped them to 
approach the court are rejoicing because the judgement is a clear victory to the position 
espoused by them: that the Supreme Court must declare the practice of instant and 
arbitrary triple talaq as invalid. 

However, the judgement itself is not path-breaking, as there was an earlier ruling in 
2002 which held that triple talaq is invalid and it has been followed by several High 
Courts. Since there was no media hype back then as the one we are witnessing today, 
the 2002 judgement was overlooked by women's groups and individual women. But an 
astute lawyer could have used it to bring respite to victims of triple talaq.  

The opposing faction, i.e. members of the All Indian Muslim Personal Law Board 
(AIMPLB) who argued that the government should not interfere with the right of 
minorities to their tradition, culture, belief, and faith are also rejoicing since Chief Justice 

Jagdish Singh Khehar (concurred by Justice S Abdul Nazeer) declared that personal laws 
are an integral part of the freedom of religion guaranteed under Articles 25-26 of the 
Indian Constitution, which the courts are duty-bound to protect. 

On the other hand secular women's groups are rejoicing on the ground that the 
judgement pronounced by Justice Rohinton Fali Nariman (for himself and Justice Uday U 
Lalit) has struck down triple talaq as unconstitutional and has given a boost to the view 
that family laws must be state governed and gender just distanced from any religious 
ideology. However, the verdict of Justice Nariman is in the minority as the crisp 27-page 
verdict delivered by Justice Kurian Joseph dissented from it. It is his verdict that helped 
to clinch the issue and maintain the delicate balance between striking down triple talaq 
and securing freedom of religion. 

http://bit.ly/2yoArPL
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Even while declaring triple talaq invalid, Justice Joseph preferred to stay within the 
confines of Islamic law and examined whether instant triple talaq forms an essential core 
religious practice. Since a 2002 judgement had already declared instant triple talaq 
invalid, he had no hesitation in concluding that triple talaq is not an essential core of 

Islamic law in India and hence declared it invalid. So this became the majority view only 
to the extent of holding it invalid. 

On the other hand, he also concurred with Chief Justice Khehar and Justice Nazeer that 
personal laws of minorities are protected by the Constitution as fundamental rights, 
which helped to make this a majority view, a clear statement against the enactment of a 
uniform civil code, contained in Article 44, which is a mere directive principle of state 
policy. 

A minority-bashing exercise 

However, the Hindu majority has projected this carefully crafted and delicately poised 
judgement as an anti-Muslim verdict and a clear signal to bring in a uniform civil code, a 
demand which has been on the radar of the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) as a whip 

with which to beat the Muslim community. 

The challenge to patriarchal monopoly has been transformed into a minority-bashing 
exercise by BJP supporters who claim that it was the support of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to the cause of Muslim women's rights that gave the Supreme Court the courage to 
pronounce a clear verdict against triple talaq. 

The right wing Muslim bashing politicians were quick to express their views. The Chief 

Minister of Uttar Pradesh, Yogi Adityanath, known for his anti-Muslim views, wasted no 
time in welcoming the judgement. Calling for an end to the Muslim practice of triple 
talaq, the chief minister also advocated the enactment of uniform civil code. Another 
Hindu extreme-right outfit Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) attacked the AIMPLB on triple 
talaq, saying the Islamic body was not ready to give equal rights to women, whom they 
treat as an "object". 

VHP's international working president, Pravin Togadia, said in a statement that the 
government should enact a law against triple talaq to ensure justice for Muslim women 
and for the nation's taxpayers. A law should also be drafted for banning more than two 
children and ushering in the common civil code. 

Public lynching of Muslims 

While the issue of triple talaq has received wide publicity from the right-wing politicians, 
there has been a marked silence on a corresponding issue affecting the Muslim 
community - that of public lynching of Muslims. Even though Prime Minister Modi in his 
address to the nation from the Red Fort mentioned the issue of Muslim women and triple 
talaq, there was a total silence on the issue of public lynching of Muslims. 

The lynching of Muslims on the mere suspicion of slaughtering cows, storing beef or 
merely because they "look Muslim" has gone on unabated and reached a new low with 
the stabbing of 16-year-old Junaid Khan on June 23. 

At the same time, the government is today poised to introduce a new "gender just" law 
to replace the Muslim Personal Law based on Islamic law - in the name of saving Muslim 
women from the tyranny of their archaic laws. The words uttered by an important 
minister in the Modi government, Mr Venkaiah Naidu (now vice president of 

India) on May 20, the day after the Supreme Court hearing on triple talaq concluded, are 
revealing: "It is for the society to take up the issue and it will be good if the [Muslim] 
society itself changed the practice. Otherwise, a situation may arise where the 
government will have to bring in a legislation [banning triple talaq]". 
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The government was not trying to "interfere" with personal matters but was only trying 
to ensure justice to all women and equality before the law, he added. Coming in the 
wake of the lynching of Muslims, the assurance sounds hollow. 

The issue of Muslim bashing has another curious implication in the "Love Jihad" bogey 
which gets whipped up during election campaigns. Far-right Hindu groups allege that 
"Love Jihad" is a conspiracy by Muslim groups to lure Hindu women into marriages with 
Muslim men and to convert them to Islam. They encourage parents of Hindu girls to file 
cases against their daughters' Muslim boyfriends. 

The recent judgement of the Kerala High Court in the case of a 24-year-old Hindu girl 
who had converted to Islam and had married a Muslim is a cause for concern. The High 
Court held that the girl, under the influence of her Muslim husband, was not in a state to 
give free consent to the marriage. And further, the ruling declared that the consent of 
parents and their presence during the marriage is crucial. When the husband approached 
the Supreme Court against this ruling, it rejected the plea that the girl should give 
evidence in court and instead directed that the case should be investigated by the 
National Investigation Agency (NIA) to explore whether it is a ploy by an Islamic terrorist 

organisation to convert Hindu women. 

Strangely "Love Jihad" and "uniform civil code" make contradictory claims yet both are 
being used within a majoritarian public discourse to attack the Muslim community. 

The flip side of this discourse is that the myriad ways in which the rights of Hindu women 
are violated including child marriage, the plight of widows and gruesome violence due to 
dowry demands are all being made invisible. 

 

NEPAL: Shunned during her period, Nepali woman dies of 

snakebite 

The Straits Times (10.07.2017) - http://bit.ly/2tFtJ5Y - Every month when her period 
came, Ms Tulasi Shahi was sent to stay in her uncle's hut, the one where he keeps his 
cows tied up, in a village in the Dailekh district in western Nepal. 

This month was no different. She slept there on wooden boards laid on the ground, in 
keeping with a tradition known as chhaupadi that sequesters menstruating women from 

their families. 

But while she was in the hut on Thursday night, the 18-year-old was bitten by a 
poisonous snake. Her mother took her to a shaman, but he could not cure her. Then she 
was taken to a health clinic, but workers did not have the anti-venom medicine she 
needed, her family said. 

She died early on Friday (July 7) morning. 

"If she was given proper treatment, she would have survived," said Ms Kamala Shahi, a 
cousin of Ms Shahi who works at a government health post. "She died because of 
superstition." The Supreme Court of Nepal ordered an end to chhaupadi, which is linked 
to Hinduism, in 2005. But it is still practised in many of Nepal's isolated villages, 
particularly in the west. 

A Bill is pending in Parliament to formally criminalise the practice. Many people in rural 
villages believe that menstruating women are impure and can bring bad luck on a 
household. Under the chhaupadi tradition, the women are kept from taking part in 

http://bit.ly/2tFtJ5Y
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normal family activities and social gatherings or from entering houses, kitchens and 
temples. 

A Nepali government survey in 2010, cited in a State Department human rights report, 

found that 19 per cent of women in the country aged 15 to 49 practised chhaupadi, and 
the proportion rose to 50 per cent in the mid-western and far western regions. 

The practice has its dangers: Women must often brave winter cold or summer heat in 
rude huts, where they are vulnerable to human and animal intruders. 

Ms Anita Gyawali, an official responsible for women's issues in Dailekh, said that another 
teenage girl died in the district about six weeks ago, also from a snakebite, while staying 
in a menstrual hut. And a 15-year-old girl in another part of the country died in a 
menstrual shed in December; local news reports said she was killed by smoke inhalation 
after lighting a fire in the hut to keep warm. 

"Young girls feel guilty," Ms Gyawali said. "They are forced to follow this tradition by their 
parents and religion." 

Ms Shahi's family said she did not object to the practice. "I think my sister accepted it 
and followed it because it has been continuing since ages," said her brother Prem Shahi, 
24. "I think she accepted it because my grandmother followed it and my mother followed 
it." 

Others pointed to lack of education as a factor. 

"I heard about the incident of Tulasi Shahi," said Ms Rukmini Acharya, 17, who lives in 
the area and said she had observed a less extreme version of the practice. "I am very 
sad about it. Girls who stay in a hut face a lot of difficulties. It's all because the parents 
are illiterate." 

Ms Radha Paudel, a Kathmandu-based women's rights activist who focuses on menstrual 

health, said Nepal needed to enact legislation specifically outlawing the practice, and to 
do a better job of spreading awareness of its dangers. 

"There are so many organisations working on this issue," she said. "Our president is a 
woman, the speaker is a woman and our chief justice was a woman. But girls are dying 
in the shed and they have to live like animals. It's shameful." 

 

UK: FGM: More than 5,000 newly-recorded cases in 

England 

BBC (04.07.2017) - http://bbc.in/2sIqsAK - The NHS in England recorded 5,391 new 
cases of female genital mutilation (FGM) in the past year, data reveals.  

Almost half involved women and girls living in London, NHS Digital found. 

A third were women and girls born in Somalia, while 112 cases were UK-born nationals. 

The practice is illegal in the UK and it is compulsory for family doctors, hospitals and 
mental health trusts to report any new cases in their patients.  

FGM - intentionally altering or injuring the female external genitalia for non-medical 
reasons - carries a sentence of up to 14 years in jail.  

http://bbc.in/2sIqsAK
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It is the second time that NHS Digital has released annual FGM figures for England.  

Most of the cases were spotted by midwives and doctors working in maternity and 
obstetric units.  

The majority had originally had FGM done to them abroad and as a young child. 

Funding concerns 

The NSPCC says more should be done to end the practice: "FGM is child abuse. Despite 
being illegal for over 30 years, too many people are still being subjected to it and it is 

right that health services have started to properly record evidence of this horrendous 
practice. 

"It takes courage to report concerns as many feel ashamed or worry they will betray 
friends and family. But we need to end the silence that surrounds FGM to better protect 
children." 

The National FGM Centre, which is run by the children's charity Barnardo's and the Local 
Government Association (LGA), tries to prevent the practice, but its director Michelle Lee-
Izu is warning it could be at risk of closure if government funding is withdrawn. 

Cllr Simon Blackburn, from the LGA, said the government "must act now" to secure the 
National FGM Centre's "long-term future" by providing guaranteed funding. 

He said: "Social work provision to girls and families affected by FGM has been quickly 
and significantly improved through the intervention of Centre social workers, embedded 
in council safeguarding teams, and hundreds of referrals have been received in areas 
that previously only recorded a handful of cases each year. 

Mr Blackburn added that the government needed to back its commitment to ending FGM 
in the UK "with the long-term funding required to make that vision a reality". 

Grassroots reporting 

Anyone concerned about someone who has suffered, or is at risk of FGM, can contact the 
NSPCC FGM Helpline anonymously on 0800 028 3550 or visit nspcc.org.uk. 

Wendy Preston, from the Royal College of Nursing, said: "Mandatory reporting and 
compulsory sex-and-relationships education are important weapons in the fight against 
FGM, and school nurses play a vital role in both educating children and young women, 
and spotting those who may be at risk.  

"The government must act to attract and retain school nurses, to help address the 
problem at grassroots level, and maintain momentum in the fight to eradicate FGM." 

A government spokesman said the start-up money for the centre came from the £200m 
Children's Social Care Innovation Programme, and was designed to lead to self-
sustaining work, not ongoing core funding. 

But he added: "Protecting women and girls from violence and supporting victims is a key 
priority for this government and a personal priority for the Minister for Women and 

Equalities, Justine Greening." 
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CANADA: B.C. prosecutor urges ‘strong message’ in 

sentencing for child bride case 

The Globe and Mail (30.06.2017) - https://tgam.ca/2sBR233 - A special prosecutor has 
asked a judge to send a strong message of denunciation in sentencing a man and woman 
who took a 13-year-old girl over the U.S. border to marry the now-imprisoned leader of a 
polygamous sect. 

Peter Wilson told a B.C. Supreme Court judge in Cranbrook on Friday that Brandon 
Blackmore should serve a jail sentence of 12 to 18 months, while Gail Blackmore 
deserves a six to 12 month sentence. 

The former husband and wife were convicted earlier this year on a charge of taking a 
child under the age of 16 out of Canada for sexual purposes. 

The trial heard that in 2004, the girl was secreted into the United States to marry Warren 
Jeffs, the prophet of the Fundamentalist Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, who 

is serving a life sentence for assaulting two of his child brides. 

Wilson acknowledged that it’s an unusual case and there’s no volume of Canadian law to 
assist Justice Paul Pearlman in reaching an appropriate sentence. 

But he said the sentence must deter other members of the secluded community. 

“Deterrence might have particular importance in this case because other persons who 
could potentially commit the offence are, I would say, a very, narrow group,” Wilson 
said. “The likely group of potential offenders is probably small and could very well be 
limited to other adherents of the FLDS as it’s being espoused by Mr. Jeffs.” 

Wilson said Brandon Blackmore is more culpable than Gail Blackmore, but both were 

present at the wedding of the girl and knew what would happen. He said the teen and 
many women in that church live cloistered lives. 

“The fact that the victim was 13 ... had spent her whole life in Bountiful, and was not 
what I would call a worldly person, which I submit would have rendered her more 
vulnerable.” 

Pearlman scheduled sentencing for Aug. 11. 

The young woman, whose name is protected by a publication ban, was sitting in the front 
row of the courtroom. 

Brandon Blackmore’s lawyer said his client, who is 71, was ex-communicated in 2012 
and has no contact with any of the members of his former church. 

John Gustafson said his client has begun to have some insight about his actions, but was 
“taught his whole life that Warren Jeffs was God’s representative on earth.” 

He asked for a conditional sentence, a form of house arrest, for his client. 

“He is not in a position, even if he wanted to, to commit these acts again,” Gustafson 
said. 

https://tgam.ca/2sBR233
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Gail Blackmore, 60, declined to say anything during sentencing but Joe Doyle, a lawyer 
appointed as a friend of the court, spoke on her behalf. 

Doyle said the woman should not be painted with the “polygamist brush.” He said she is 
less culpable because women in the church are taught to have “absolute obedience” to 
the male head of the household. 

“It is now 13 years later. Mr. Jeffs is in jail for the rest of his life,” said Doyle. 

“She doesn’t have a husband who’s going to order her to do anything. There’s no need 
for individual deterrence for Mrs. Blackmore.” 

James Oler, a former leader in the polygamous community of Bountiful, was acquitted of 
the same charge after the judge ruled there wasn’t proof he crossed the border with a 
15-year-old girl. 

Wilson is asking British Columbia’s Court of Appeal to overturn his acquittal or order a 

new trial. 

 

USA: Leading imam quits as debate over women’s 

‘hypersexuality’ boils over at major U.S. mosque 

By Sarah Pulliam Bailey and Abigail Hauslohner 

The Washigton Post (09.06.2017) - http://wapo.st/2szSYbu - Johari Abdul-Malik has 
worked to pull his embattled mosque “out of the fire” too many times, and on Friday he 
decided he had enough. 

Abdul-Malik, an imam and the public face of Dar al-Hijrah Islamic Center in Falls Church, 
Va., one of the nation’s largest and oft-embattled mosques, resigned after he said the 
mosque’s board failed to adequately address a brewing controversy over the banned 
practice of female genital mutilation. 

The mosque’s lead imam, Shaker Elsayed, drew a wave of condemnation from Abdul-

Malik and young Muslim activists earlier in the week after he appeared to endorse a 
certain form of female genital mutilation as sometimes necessary to prevent 
“hypersexuality.” 

The practice — considered a human rights violation by the World Health Organization — 
is banned in the United States and throughout much of the world, and it has no basis in 
Islam’s holy text, the Koran. The mosque’s board condemned Elsayed’s comments as out 
of line with both U.S. and Islamic law and placed him on administrative leave. 

But Abdul-Malik, who has worked on helping the mosque to scrub its image in the 15 
years since 9/11, said Elsayed needed to be fired. 

In a letter tendering his resignation Friday, Abdul-Malik cited “the lack of decisive 
leadership” from the mosque’s board and Elsayed’s “many reprehensible statements.” 

Abdul-Malik had called for Elsayed’s dismissal, and resigned Friday after the board 
decided not to do so: “I have worked to pull us out of the fire many times. And this is 
indefensible,” Abdul-Malik said. 

http://wapo.st/2szSYbu
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Elsayed said last month during a lecture that limited “circumcision” of girls is sometimes 
necessary to curb women’s sex drive, advising congregants to consult with a Muslim 
gynecologist before proceeding. 

FGM is a common practice among some Muslim and Christian populations in parts of 
Africa and Asia. Experts say it has no health benefits and can lead to infections, 
hemorrhaging, childbirth complications and death. 

Communities that engage in the practice do so for a variety of reasons, including societal 
pressure and myths that it serves health or religious purposes. 

The U.S. government estimates that there are roughly 500,000 women and girls living in 
the United States who hail from countries where FGM is prevalent; it is unclear how often 
the practice occurs in the United States. Federal prosecutors recently charged three 
Michigan doctors in the female genital mutilation of two girls, the first such federal case. 

Right-wing critics of Islam have long sough to highlight female genital mutilation as a 
distinctly barbaric practice condoned by the Muslim religion, and one that is likely to 
spread if more Muslims are allowed into the country. ACT for America, the country’s 
largest anti-Muslim organization, is staging nationwide demonstrations on Saturday 
partly to protest FGM. 

Dar al-Hijrah hired Abdul-Malik 15 years ago, after the mosque came under intense 
scrutiny for being the onetime house of worship for two of the 9/11 hijackers. Several 
years later, the mosque’s former imam, Anwar al-Aulaqi, invited further investigation of 

the mosque after he began espousing terrorist ideology from a hideout in Yemen. And 
then there was Nidal Hassan, the Fort Hood shooter, who had also visited the mosque at 
some point in the years prior to his rampage. 

Abdul-Malik, a charismatic 60-year-old American-born convert with a penchant for 
youthful slang, has acted as the mosque’s public liaison; hosting roundtables with FBI 
officials, giving media interviews, leading Dar al-Hijrah’s efforts to build friendships with 

rabbis, priests, pastors and local officials, and above all, providing answers. 

“Aulaqi was not radical while he was with us,” he’d repeat time and again in response to 
right-wing critics who accused the mosque of being a haven for terrorists. “Nidal Hassan 
was not part of our congregation. The 9/11 commission found us harmless regarding the 
two hijakers,” he’d say, noting also that the mosque believes in peace, tolerance and 

education. 

A little over a month ago, Abdul-Malik went through all these talking points at a meeting 
in Manassas with the Republican Party of Virginia. The party was promoting a petition 
that demanded an apology from the state’s attorney general for visiting the mosque, 
arguing that the mosque was a hotbed for extremism. Abdul-Malik responded to the 
allegations, and he defended previous statements by Elsayed: “out of context,” he told 

the meeting. He considered the conversation a victory. 

Then came Elsayed’s comments on female genital mutilation. 

“For 15 years I’ve been able to defend Dar al-Hijrah,” he said. “And I can make progress 
if we have a kind of partnership to move controversial issues forward. But if there isn’t 
enough capacity in the institution to face challenges like this, I ruin my own reputation to 

be able to make change by staying.” 

The scrutiny over Dar al-Hijrah’s track record, which has also made the mosque a prime 
target for hate mail, threats and inciteful blog posts over the years, was traumatic for its 
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congregation of some 3,000 Muslims, most of them immigrants. And in the face of crisis, 
“hunkering down” often felt like the best option, members of the mosque said. 

“A lot of Muslims [at Dar al-Hijrah] feel like they’ve been under attack and feel like 
they’ve made a lot of concessions since 9/11 and now they want to plant this flag on this 
hill,” said Tariq Nelson, who has visited the mosque in the past. “It’s been boiling under 
the surface but came to a head over this.” 

Dar al-Hijrah’s board said Friday that it stood by its “unequivocal” condemnation of FGM 
as un-Islamic, but also that it is seeking to forgive Elsayed and move forward. 

 

TURKEY: 173 women killed in Turkey in first five months 

of 2017: report 

Hurriyet Daily News (05.06.2017) - http://bit.ly/2xOZoaj - Some 173 women were killed 
by men in the first five months of 2017, according to a report released by a women’s 
rights activist organization on June 5. 

The report from women’s rights organization “We Will Stop Femicide” stated that 39 
women were killed in May, more than any other month. 

The organization also stated that 38 children and 17 women were sexually abused in 
May. 
 
Previously, 137 women were killed by men in the first five months of 2016, meaning that 
there was a significant increase in the first five months of 2017. 

In May 2017 six women were killed in Istanbul province, five were killed in the Aegean 

province of İzmir, and three were killed in the Marmara province of Bursa, the 
southeastern province of Gaziantep and central Anatolian province of Kayseri, according 
to the report.   

“Women are tortured. They are killed in front of their children or with them. Unexpected 
death cases are also increasing, while some barbaric practices have been used to kill 
women such as even placing explosives in houses … All of these are symptoms of 
increasing misogyny,” stated the report.  

The report also noted that news reports about killing of women in the Turkish media were 
decreasing even though the number of such murders are increasing.    

Some 4,090 news reports about violence against women were published in the first 100 
days of 2016, while 2,044 news reports about violence against women were published in 
the first 100 days of 2017, according to the report. 

“This fall in press reports, even as violence against women was increasing, is another 
sign of violence against women. The closure of a number of media outlets and 
restrictions in press freedom in Turkey likely played a role in this situation,” stated the 
report. 

It also claimed that cases of abuse against children had been closed by prosecutors even 

before they were opened.  

“In one case, a 16-year-old child wrote about abuse by his father in a school writing 
project. His counsellor transmitted the incident to prosecutors. But the Children 

http://bit.ly/2xOZoaj
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Monitoring Committee issued a report on the issue claiming that the child was 
schizophrenic. The prosecutors closed the case before it was opened,” the report stated. 

 

USA: 11 Years Old, a Mom, and Pushed to Marry Her 

Rapist in Florida 

By Nicholas Kristof 

The New York Times (26.05.2017) - http://nyti.ms/2r1Z8fL - When she was a scrawny 
11-year-old, Sherry Johnson found out one day that she was about to be married to a 
20-year-old member of her church who had raped her. 

“It was forced on me,” she recalls. She had become pregnant, she says, and child welfare 
authorities were investigating — so her family and church officials decided the simplest 
way to avoid a messy criminal case was to organize a wedding. 

“My mom asked me if I wanted to get married, and I said, ‘I don’t know, what is 
marriage, how do I act like a wife?’” Johnson remembers today, many years later. “She 
said, ‘Well, I guess you’re just going to get married.’” 

So she was. A government clerk in Tampa, Fla., refused to marry an 11-year-old, even 
though this was legal in the state, so the wedding party went to nearby Pinellas County, 
where the clerk issued a marriage license. The license (which I’ve examined) lists her 
birth date, so officials were aware of her age. 

Not surprisingly, the marriage didn’t work out — two-thirds of marriages of underage 
girls don’t last, one study found — but it did interrupt Johnson’s attendance at 
elementary school. Today she is campaigning for a state law to curb underage marriages, 
part of a nationwide movement to end child marriage in America. Meanwhile, children 16 

and under are still being married in Florida at a rate of one every few days. 

You’re thinking: “Child marriage? That’s what happens in Bangladesh or Tanzania, not 
America!” 

In fact, more than 167,000 young people age 17 and under married in 38 states between 

2000 and 2010, according to a search of available marriage license data by a group 
called Unchained at Last, which aims to ban child marriage. The search turned up cases 
of 12-year-old girls married in Alaska, Louisiana and South Carolina, while other states 
simply had categories of “14 and younger.” 

Unchained at Last was not able to get data for the other states. But it extrapolated that 
in the entire country, there were almost 250,000 child marriages between 2000 and 
2010. Some backing for that estimate comes from the U.S. Census Bureau, which says 
that at least 57,800 Americans age 15 to 17 reported being in marriages in 2014. 

Among the states with the highest rates of child marriages were Arkansas, Idaho and 
Kentucky. The number of child marriages has been falling, but every state in America still 
allows underage girls to marry, typically with the consent of parents, a judge or both. 
Twenty-seven states do not even set a minimum age by statute, according to the Tahirih 
Justice Center’s Forced Marriage Initiative. 

A great majority of the child marriages involve girls and adult men. Such a sexual 
relationship would often violate statutory rape laws, but marriage sometimes makes it 
legal. 

http://nyti.ms/2r1Z8fL
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In New Hampshire, a girl scout named Cassandra Levesque learned that girls in her state 
could marry at 13. So she set out to change the law. 

A legislator sponsored Cassandra’s bill to raise the age to 18, and researchers found that 

two 15-year-olds had recently married in New Hampshire, along with one 13-year-old. 
But politicians resisted the initiative. 

“We’re asking the Legislature to repeal a law that’s been on the books for over a century, 
that’s been working without difficulty, on the basis of a request from a minor doing a Girl 
Scout project,” scoffed one state representative, David Bates. In March the Republican-
led House voted to kill the bill, leaving the minimum age at 13. (Legislators seem willing 

to marry off girls like Cassandra, but not to listen to them!) 

New Jersey lawmakers passed a bill that would make their state the first in the country 
to ban marriages of people under 18, but Gov. Chris Christie this month blocked the 
legislation. New York legislators are considering a bill backed by Gov. Andrew Cuomo to 
raise the age to 17, from the current minimum, 14. 

Opponents worry that raising the age will lead to out-of-wedlock births, and they note 
that many underage marriages are consensual. 

Globally, a girl marries before the age of 15 every seven seconds, according to estimates 
by Save the Children. As in Africa and Asia, the reasons for such marriages in the U.S. 
are often cultural or religious; the American families follow conservative Christian, 
Muslim or Jewish traditions, and judges sometimes feel that they shouldn’t intrude on 

other cultures. 

Johnson, the former 11-year-old unwitting bride who is now fighting for Florida to set a 
minimum marriage age (there is none now), says that her family attended a conservative 
Pentecostal church and that other girls of a similar age periodically also married. Often, 
she says, this was to hide rapes by church elders. 

She says she was raped by both a minister and a parishioner and gave birth to a 
daughter when she was just 10 (the birth certificate confirms that). A judge approved the 
marriage to end the rape investigation, she says, telling her, “What we want is for you to 
get married.” 

“It was a terrible life,” Johnson recalls, recounting her years as a child raising children. 
She missed school and remembers spending her days changing diapers, arguing with her 
husband and struggling to pay expenses. She ended up with pregnancy after pregnancy 
— nine children in all — while her husband periodically abandoned her. 

“They took the handcuffs from handcuffing him,” she says, referring to the risk he faced 
of arrest for rape, “to handcuffing me, by marrying me without me knowing what I was 
doing.” 

“You can’t get a job, you can’t get a car, you can’t get a license, you can’t sign a lease,” 
she adds, “so why allow someone to marry when they’re still so young?” 

Those are precisely the reasons marriages for even 17-year-olds are problematic, 
according to Fraidy Reiss, who founded Unchained at Last to fight forced marriage and 
child marriage. Bullied by their parents into marriage, she says, girls may feel powerless 
to object — and fearful of telling a judge that they don’t want to wed. If they try to flee 
an abusive marriage, they are turned away from shelters and may be treated as simple 
runaways. 
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Some judges and clerks intervene on behalf of young girls; others do not. Reiss says one 
clerk told a 16-year-old bride: “Don’t cry. This is supposed to be the happiest day of your 
life.” 

“For almost all of them,” says Reiss, “marriage means rape on their wedding night and 
thereafter.” Reiss, now 42, says she was forced into a marriage at age 19 by her ultra-
Orthodox Jewish family. 

Lyndsy Duet, now a school counselor in Texas, told me that she was forced into a 
marriage at 17 after enduring a series of rapes beginning when she was 14, by a young 
man her conservative Christian family had taken into the house. Confused, shamed and 

helpless, she didn’t speak up — but her rapist did. 

“He asked my parents if he could marry me,” Duet remembers. “My mom was crying, she 
was so happy.” 

Duet felt powerless to resist her parents’ pressure — and it was eight years before she 
could flee what she says was a violent marriage. Once, she says, her husband threatened 
her with a chain saw, and it was only when she went to college on her own and proved a 
brilliant student (she graduated first in her class) that she was able to escape. 

“Most girls who reach out to us love their families,” Reiss says, “and their primary 
concern is that they don’t want their families to get into trouble.” 

The United States has denounced child marriage in other countries as a “human rights 
abuse that contributes to economic hardship,” in the words of a State Department 
document published last year. 

Let’s listen to ourselves. State legislators must understand that child marriage is 
devastating in Niger and Afghanistan — and also in New York and Florida. It’s past time 
to end child marriage right here at home. 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

USA/SAUDI ARABIA/UAE: Ivanka Trump ‘inspires’ a 

$100 million donation from Saudi Arabia and the UAE to 

a women’s empowerment fund  

 The funding will not be used to promote priority women’s rights issues in Saudi 
Arabia nor the UAE 

 The World Economic Forum ranked Saudi Arabia 141st out of 144 countries in its 
2016 Global Gender Gap Index, showing a worsening situation as it was ranked 
134th in 2015.  
 

HRWF (24.05.2017) – As U.S. President Donald Trump is on an official visit to Belgium 
today, Human Rights Without Frontiers criticizes the President and his daughter for 
paying lip service to the authorities of the Arabic Peninsula regarding women’s 
empowerment issues.  
 

During their visit, Ivanka Trump, President Trump’s eldest daughter and senior White 
House advisor, discussed women’s rights and apparently ‘inspired’ a large donation to be 
made to women’s empowerment; however, within these talks Ivanka Trump failed to 
address the serious violations of women’s fundamental rights in both Saudi Arabia and 
the UAE.  
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The $100 million donation 
 
On the occasion of President Trump’s visit to Ryad, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 

Emirates donated $100 million to the World Bank Women Entrepreneurs Fund, a fund 
supposedly “proposed” by Ivanka Trump.  
 
The donation is aimed at efforts for women in the Middle East. The Wall Street Journal 
reports that the fund will specifically support women who start businesses [1]. Ivanka 
Trump will not have any influence over the allocation of these funds. 
 
This news is shocking and paradoxical, as women’s fundamental rights are severely 
violated in the region. In Saudi Arabia, for example, women are banned from driving and 
are required to receive permission from a male guardian to travel or wed.  
 
At a meeting with elite professional women in Saudi Arabia, Ivanka Trump remarked that 
the country’s progress on women’s rights has been “very encouraging” but that “there’s 
still a lot of work to be done”.  

 
How oppressed are women in Saudi Arabia? 
 
The shocking nature of these meetings and the donation can only be understood upon 
the recognition of the severity of human rights violations for women in the country.  

“The World Economic Forum [3] ranked Saudi Arabia near the bottom in its 2016 Global 
Gender Gap Index, with the country earning 141st out of 144 countries in 2016. Ranked 
at 134th in 2015, the situation in the country is clearly getting worse. It was only in 
December 2015 that Saudi women finally got the right to vote and to run for office – and 
even then only in municipal elections” Willy Fautré, director of Human Rights Without 
Frontiers remarked in his reaction to the shocking lip service operation.  

Furthermore, Human Rights Watch highlights that women “may be required to provide 

guardian consent in order to work or access healthcare” they continue on saying “Women 
regularly face difficulty conducting a range of transactions without a male relative, from 
renting an apartment to filing legal claims.” 

Activist Loujain al-Hathoul, who was jailed in 2014 for driving in Saudi Arabia, told The 
Washington Post that her concern with events, such as the meetings with Ivanka Trump, 
“is that they show these women as powerful and making an impact, making a change. 
But in real life, they’ve been giving these opportunities by the men. They did not fight for 
them.” [4] 

The criticism for this illegitimate effort has been heard from on both sides of the talks. In 
the U.S. Ivanka Trump has been criticized for paying lip service to issues women face 
while failing to influence her father to take real action on policies such as affordable child 
care. Some Saudi activists have also criticized Ivanka Trump and the women she met 

with for not doing enough to address some of the serious issues that women face in 
Saudi Arabia.  

[1] http://on.wsj.com/2rFQmVz  
[2] http://bit.ly/2qVejsJ   
[3] http://bit.ly/2el9jG7   
[4] http://wapo.st/2qfFUDZ  

 

http://on.wsj.com/2rFQmVz
http://bit.ly/2qVejsJ
http://bit.ly/2el9jG7
http://wapo.st/2qfFUDZ
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MEXICO: Study finds sex trafficking and child marriages 

linked 

By Sebastien Malo 

Reuters (11.05.2017) - http://tmsnrt.rs/2q8HXJH - Girls being trafficked for sex in 
northern Mexico often have been forced into exploitation as under-age child brides by 
their husbands, a study showed on Thursday. 

Three out of four girls trafficked in the region were married at a young age, mostly 

before age 16, according to Mexican and U.S. researchers in a yet-unpublished study. 

Human trafficking is believed to be the fastest-growing criminal industry in Mexico, and 
three-quarters of its victims are sexually exploited women and girls, according to Women 
United Against Trafficking, an activist group. 

Under a 2012 anti-trafficking law, those convicted of the crime can spend up to 30 years 
in prison. 

Nevertheless, nearly 380,000 people are believed to be enslaved in Mexico, according to 
the 2016 Global Slavery Index published by rights group Walk Free Foundation. 

The researchers interviewed 603 women working in the sex industry in the Mexican cities 
of Tijuana and Ciudad Juarez, both along the border with the United States. 

Most said they had been trafficked as under-age brides, often by their husbands, said Jay 
Silverman, the study's lead author and a professor of medicine at the University of 
California, San Diego. 

In about half the cases, the brides were pregnant, so healthcare workers could play a 
critical role in thwarting sex trafficking, the researchers said. 

"Within being provided pregnancy-related care, there's the opportunity of interviewing 
that girl to understand her situation," Silverman told the Thomson Reuters Foundation. 

"We can support and assist those girls to reduce the likelihood that they will become 
trafficked," he said. 

Under a 2014 law, the minimum age for marriage in Mexico is 18 but girls can marry at 

age 14 and boys at age 16 with parental consent. 

The researchers include members of the United States-Mexico Border Health 
Commission, a joint effort launched in 2000 by the two nations' governments to improve 
health and quality of life along the border. 

They also came from Mexican economic institutions, and one was a medical doctor. 
 

 

INDONESIA: Female clerics declare fatwa on child 

marriage 

By Beh Lih Yi 
 
Reuters (27.04.2017) - http://tmsnrt.rs/2p7RDne - Female clerics on Thursday issued an 
unprecedented fatwa against child marriage in Indonesia in a bid to stop young girls 
becoming brides in the world's most populous Muslim country. 

http://tmsnrt.rs/2q8HXJH
http://news.trust.org/item/20160315185007-xe2md/
https://www.globalslaveryindex.org/findings/
http://tmsnrt.rs/2p7RDne
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The fatwa - which is influential among Muslims but not legally binding - came at the end 
of an extraordinary three-day conference of female Islamic clerics: a rare example of 
women assuming a lead role in religious affairs in this mostly-Muslim country. 

"Maternal mortality is very high in Indonesia. We - as female clerics - can play a role on 
the issue of child marriage," conference organiser Ninik Rahayu told the Thomson 
Reuters Foundation. 

"Female clerics know the issues and obstacles women face, we can take action and not 
just wait for the government to protect these children," she said by phone from Cirebon 
in the West Java province, where the congress was held. 

Indonesia has one of the worst records for under-age marriage - its high number of child 
brides puts it among the top 10 countries worldwide - and it is common for girls to marry 
before they turn 18. 

Thursday's fatwa, or religious edict, called underage marriage "harmful" and said its 
prevention was mandatory. 

Fallout of early wedlock 

One in six Indonesian girls marry before they turn 18, equal to 340,000 girls a year, 
according to the United Nations children's agency UNICEF. About 50,000 wed before they 
turn 15. 

A government report last year showed almost a quarter of married women aged 20-24 

had entered wedlock when they were under 18. 

The Southeast Asian nation has a population of 250 million. 

Under Indonesian laws, the minimum age of marriage for girls is 16, and 19 for boys. 

In issuing the fatwa, the women clerics cited studies saying many Indonesian child brides 

could not continue their studies once wed and half their marriages ended in divorce. 

They urged the government to raise the minimum marriage age for girls to 18, a demand 
activists have sought for years. 

Early marriage not only makes it more likely that girls will quit school, campaigners say it 
also increases the risks of exploitation, sexual violence, domestic abuse and death in 
childbirth. 

About 300 participants took part in the congress, which included Indonesian women 
clerics and women leaders from Afghanistan, Pakistan and Malaysia. Organisers billed the 
three-day conference as the first meeting of its kind in the world. 

The congress also issued two other fatwa against environmental destruction and sexual 
violence, which the clerics said are against Islamic teaching and fundamental human 
rights. 
 

WORLD: Child marriages: MEPs discuss how to put an 

end to this scourge 

One in every three girls in developing countries is married before turning 18, 
and one in nine before 15. Child marriages limit future prospects as children are 
usually forced to drop out of school. Girls also face dangerous complications 
from pregnancy and childbirth, the leading causes of death among adolescent 
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girls in developing countries. They are also at great risk from suffering abuse. 
On 11 April Parliament's women's rights and human rights subcommittee 
discussed the issue with experts. 
 

European Parliament News (12.04.2017) - http://bit.ly/2p4VAg4 - Child marriage affects 
both girls and boys, but girls are most at risk, representing 82% of the children married. 
The child marriage rate is slowly declining worldwide, but population growth will increase 
the number of people living with the consequences of a child marriage: 950 million by 
2030 (compared to 700 million today). 
 
Child marriages occur on all continents but the highest rates are found in South Asia and 
Sub-Sahara Africa. The three countries with the highest rates of child marriage are Niger 
(77% of women are married before the age of 18), Bangladesh (74%) and Chad (69%). 
In a resolution adopted in plenary last week, MEPs called on the Bangladesh government 
to close the loopholes in their legislation on child marriages, allowing exemptions to the 
minimum age of 18 for women and 21 for men. 
 
The factors driving child marriages 

 
the causes of child marriages include poverty, gender inequality and parent´s fear for 
their children's security. Anna Maria Corazza Bildt, a Swedish member of the EPP group, 
said she had spoken to parents in refugee camps who saw marriage as the best way to 
provide their children with a future. 
 
A recent study among Syrian refugees in Lebanon found that 24% of refugee girls 
between 15 and 17 were already married. Estimates indicate that child marriage rates 
are four times higher among Syrian refugees than among Syrians before the conflict. 
 
How to tackle it 
 
Experts and MEPs stressed the importance of working directly with the children and the 
communities to change social norms, guarantee access to health, education and legal 

services and ensure a strong and legal framework. 
 
“Parliaments everywhere should adopt laws to protect children and in particular not deny 
girls of their dignity and ability to make fundamental choices in their own lives,” said Pier 
Antonio Panzeri, an Italian member of the S&D group, chair of the human rights 
subcommittee and co-chair of the hearing. 
 
Professor Benyam Dawit Mezmur, chair of the UN committee on children's rights, 
stressed the importance of the role of regional organisations, while and Fredrik 
Malmberg, the Swedish ombudsman for children, called on EU countries to end double 
standards for asylum seekers. “Our legislation and our institutions should provide equal 
protection from all children,” he said. 
 

Ms Vilija BLINKEVIČIŪTĖ (S&D, LT), Chair of the Committee on Women’s Rights and 
Gender Equality and co-chair of the hearing remained that child and early marriage can 
be significantly lowered by education and economic empowerment for women. 
 
“Tackling child marriage gives us an entry point to address a whole range of other 
issues,” said Lakshmi Sundaram, executive director of the non-governmental 
organisation Girls not Brides. She said child marriages could hold back other 
development efforts, “such as ending violence against women, keeping children in school, 
or getting rid of HIV/Aids”. 
 

http://bit.ly/2p4VAg4
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20170329IPR69070/human-rights-navalny-in-russia-arrests-in-belarus-child-brides-in-bangladesh
http://www.unfpa.org/news/new-study-finds-child-marriage-rising-among-most-vulnerable-syrian-refugees
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GEORGIA: Child brides 

WUNRN Newsletter (12.04.2017) - http://www.wunrn.com - Although the legal age of 
marriage in the country of Georgia in the Caucasus is 18, there is a long-standing 

tradition of girls marrying before then. The United Nations Population Fund has estimated 
that at least 17 percent of girls there get married before the age of 18. There are many 
reasons that these marriages still take place, including long-standing tradition, the will of 
the girl’s parents and even kidnapping by a suitor. 

 

Maca, 17, married at 16, is mother of a 6-month-old child and is now again pregnant. 
Like most of the young brides, she became pregnant immediately after getting married. 

Pankisi Gorge, Georgia. (Myriam Meloni) 

 
Italian photographer Myriam Meloni, along with journalist Elena Ledda, took a journey to 
Georgia to meet some of these child brides. There, they encountered girls like Samaia, 
engaged at 16 to a man she had only seen once in her life. After marriage, many of 
these girls stop going to school because it is thought that education isn’t needed for 
someone whose primary duties in life include bearing children and keeping house. 

Georgia is trying to comply with human rights protection requirements from the 
European Union by abolishing provisions that allow child marriage. Until recently, there 
was a provision that allowed such marriages in “special circumstances” with the consent 
of a court. That was struck down in January. But tradition is strong in this country where 
having romantic relationships before marriage is taboo and traditional gender roles still 
reign supreme. So the marriages continue. 

The existing data in Georgia, shows that up to 17 percent of Georgian women were 
married before the age of 18. 
 

Click here to see the rest of the photos 
 

ARGENTINA: Public outrage shakes Argentina after 

murder of Anti-Femicide activist 

The latest victim of gendered violence in the country was an anti-femicide 
activist who had been missing for a week. 

 

Το Μωβ (09.04.2017) - http://bit.ly/2nEJDxB -  

“Ni una menos!” (“Not one less!”) 

http://www.wunrn.com/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/in-sight/wp/2017/04/03/these-photos-show-what-its-like-being-a-child-bride-in-the-country-of-georgia/?utm_campaign=733e576166-CM%20in%20the%20news%208%2F04%2F17&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Girls%20Not%20Brides%20Newsletters%20Mailing%20List&utm_term=.e17b3f1c7456
http://bit.ly/2nEJDxB
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“Vivas nos queremos!” (“We want ourselves alive!”) 

“Estado responsable!” (“The state is responsible!”) 

These were some of the chants heard in the town of Moreno, Buenos Aires, where 
thousands gathered Saturday (8/4) to protest the femicide of Micaela Garcia, who 
herself was an activist against sexist violence. 

The 21-year-old Argentine had been missing for a week after she had attended a 
nightclub in nearby Gualeguay. Her naked body was found Saturday morning in a rural 
area with signs of having been strangled. 

Her suspected killer, Sebastian Wagner, arrested the same day, is a serial rapist with 
previous charges of rape against him. While his original sentencing was to be imprisoned 
for those instances of rape until at least 2020, when he was convicted in 2010, a judge 
had reduced his sentence. As such, the target of the protests in Moreno was also Judge 
Carlos Rossi, who had been responsible for releasing Wagner early. 

“Here are two people responsible: the murderer of Micaela and a judge who released him 
despite being advised against doing so,” said Fabiana Tuñez, the president of 
the National Women’s Council. 

Garcia, a university student, was involved with various social movements and 
championed the struggle against femicides of women in Argentina, her father told 
reporters. 

“We are going to live to try to achieve a more just society, as Micaela intended. Pain has 
to serve us to change society,” explained Nestor Garcia, the young woman’s father. 

A recent documentary by Alejandra Perdomo, titled “Every 30 Hours,” found that 
gendered violence in Argentina kills one woman every 30 hours. 

According to Casa del Encuentro, almost 3,000 women have been killed since 2008, 
when the organization started to monitor femicides. Despite the inclusion of “femicide” in 
the criminal code in 2012, only one man has been sentenced for femicide charges since 
then. 

According to Pedromo, the anti-femicide movement “Ni Una Menos” made the issue more 
visible, resulting in a surge of complaints. 

While Argentina has been a pioneer in implementing laws defending the rights of the 
LGBTI community over the past decade during the progressive administrations of Nestor 
Kirchner and Cristina Fernandez, the country only recently started to measure the extent 
of the femicide issue, after an accumulation of horrendous murders were covered in the 
media. 

The movement against femicide saw a resurgence in Argentina last year, sparking a 
wider uprising across the region against gender violence and the systemic impunity 
enjoyed by the perpetrators of femicide and domestic abuse. 

For additional, important information, from “Newsweek”, 10 April: 

Pope Francis—one of Argentina’s best-known citizens—telephoned Garcia’s parents, Yuyo 
Garcia and Andrea Lescano. Writing on Facebook, Yuyo Garcia said: “This is how far your 
fight and message has come, my beautiful. Thank you Holy Father for your humility and 
your respect!” 
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Speaking to the Argentinian Radio Mitre on April 9, Argentine President Mauricio 
Macri argued that “the laws we have are enough” but criticized the judge for releasing 
Wagner early. 

“We cannot keep these kinds of judges. We all have to understand that we have to take 
responsibility, there is not a president or a government that solves the problems 
magically, we all are.” 

According to La Casa del Encuentro, an Argentinian feminist organization monitoring 
femicides in the country, 230 women were murdered between January 1 and October 31, 
2016—roughly one every 30 hours. 

 

TANZANIA: National survey on child marriage 
 

Full 2017 study in English (192 pages) 
Summary in English (32 pages) 

Link to full study & summary in Swahili  
 
Girls Not Brides (04.04.2017) - http://bit.ly/2pQK7NO - Child marriage can look different 
from one country to the next. Without context-specific data, it is difficult to design 
interventions that will effectively tackle the practice. 
 
To better understand why child marriage happens in Tanzania and how best to tackle it, 
the Ministry of Health, Community Development, Gender, Elderly and Children 
(MOHCDGEC) there conducted a national survey with the support of several Girls Not 
Brides members: Children’s Dignity Forum, Plan International and FORWARD. They have 
released their findings and recommendations. Here is what we learned. 
 
Not all girls are equally affected by child marriage 
 

According to the survey, 37% of girls in Tanzania are married before their 18th birthday. 
This is based on the percentage of women aged 20-24 years old who were married 
before they were 18 years old. But not all girls face the same level of risk. 
 
Some regions have higher rates than others, with Shinyanga and Tabora having rates of 
up to 59% and 58% while Dar es Salaam and Iringa have rates as low as 19% and 8%. 
Girls who live in rural areas and/or come from a poor family are also much more likely to 
be married early. 
 

http://www.mcdgc.go.tz/data/national_survey_child_marriage_in_tanzania.pdf
http://www.mcdgc.go.tz/data/national_survey_child_marriage_in_tanzania.pdf
http://www.mcdgc.go.tz/data/Child_Marriage_Study.pdf
http://www.mcdgc.go.tz/data/Child_Marriage_Study.pdf
http://www.girlsnotbrides.org/reports-and-publications/national-survey-drivers-consequences-child-marriage-tanzania/
http://www.girlsnotbrides.org/reports-and-publications/national-survey-drivers-consequences-child-marriage-tanzania/
http://bit.ly/2pQK7NO
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Child marriage is usually driven by poverty 

 
While there are many drivers of child marriage in Tanzania, poverty is by far the biggest 
factor. Poor families who are unable to pay school feels or take care of their children 
often resort to marriage, seeing it as a form of economic and social protection. The bride 
price that parents receive upon marriage – often paid in cattle and cash – is also seen as 
a strategy to reduce poverty. 
 
…But Gender is always a factor 
 
From a very young age, girls in some regions are raised to perform traditional gender 
roles as mothers, wives and caregivers. As a result, they often have limited economic 
value to the household, except the bride price they bring when they marry. Boys, on the 
other hand are seen as an investment in the family’s future. 

 
Fear of dishonour and teenage pregnancies also drive child marriage 
 
Parents worry about the shame, and financial burden, that an unwanted pregnancy 
brings to the family. In many cases, girls are made to marry the men who got them 
pregnant, whether they want to or not. 
 
Girls are often tested for pregnancy in schools and expelled if they test positive. Once out 
of school, they are more likely to be married. There is a real concern that, with the 
recent increase in teen pregnancies (from 23% in 2010 to 27% in 2016), child marriage 
rates could rise too. 
 
Girls are not fully protected by the law 
 

Tanzania’s Law of Marriage Act (1971) is different for boys and girls. It allows girls to be 
married at 15 years old whereas boys have to be 18. Both boys and girls can marry at 14 
with a court’s permission. In June 2016, Tanzania’s high court ruled this to be 
unconstitutional but the law has yet to be amended. 
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Bribery and corruption are also an issue. There have been various cases of parents 
bribing government officials who may be likely to report a case of child marriage. 
 
What is needed to end child marriage in Tanzania? 

 
 Reform and harmonise conflicting laws, such as the Law of Marriage Act of 1971. 

Make it clear that marriage is only for those 18 and aboce. Ensure the legislation 
is enforced. 

 Educate community members about the adverse effects of child marriage. 
Develop strategies to end poverty so families don’t see marriage as a coping 
mechanism. 

 Strengthen education and learning environments for girls in rural and urban 
areas. Invest in quality education, and offer reliable transport to school. 
Encourage married children and teenage mothers to return to school. 

 Teach sexual and reproductive health education in schools and communities. Girls 
and boys need to know and understand what consent means and how to protect 
themselves, if they do decide to have sex. 

 Fund and implement the National Plan of Action to End Violence Against Women 

and Children in Tanzania (2017/18-2021/22) across the country. Ensure that all 
relevant Government ministries such as education and health are involved in 
tacking child marriage together in collaboration with civil society organisations, UN 
agencies, community leaders and other stakeholders.  

 

 

JORDAN: Jordan on the brink of repealing law allowing 

rapists to marry their victims to escape punishment 

Royal committee has recommended archaic legislation contravening women’s 
human rights is abolished by parliament 

 
By Bethan McKernan 
 
The Independent (29.03.2017) - http://ind.pn/2nMVgBi - Women in Jordan are holding 
their breath in the hopes that King Abdullah II will repeal a law that allows rapists to walk 
free as long as they marry the survivor.  

A royal judiciary committee recently recommended that Article 308 of Jordan’s penal 
code - which shields rape, statutory rape and kidnap perpetrators from prosecution if 
they marry their victims- be abolished by the King, who heads both Jordan’s judiciary 
and parliament. 

The decision could come at any time. 

Jordanian law currently says that rape is punishable by up to seven years in prison or 
capital punishment if the victim is aged 15 or under. The outdated statute, however, 
creates a loophole which suspends any criminal prosecution if the two people involved 
get married for a minimum of three years.  

According to figures from Jordan's ministry of justice, 159 rapists avoided punishment by 
marrying their victims between 2010 - 2013, and 300 rapes were recorded annually on 
average during the same period - although activists point out the true figure is likely to 
be chronically underreported in a country where extramarital sex is taboo.  

In extreme cases, women in Jordan who report rape can be murdered in so-called 
‘honour killings’. 

http://ind.pn/2nMVgBi
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“It’s 2017. How can a rapist be allowed to go free and at the same time make a girl or a 
woman’s life living hell?” Suad Abu-Dayyeh, feminist campaign group Equality Now's 
Middle East and North Africa Consultant said over the phone from Amman.  

Equality Now has worked with Noor - a pseudonym - who at the age of 20 became 
pregnant after being drugged and raped by her employer, a man in his 50s.  

“I couldn’t tell my family what had happened. I cried and cried not knowing what to do… 
He tried to make me calm by saying I will marry you and he promised to go and ask for 
my hand. In order to make me more confident, he brought a piece of paper and we both 
signed on as a marriage contract,” she said.  

While Noor was unwilling to marry her rapist, on realising she was pregnant she felt like 
she had no choice.  

“With all the hatred I have in my heart, my family forced me to marry him so as to save 
the ‘family’s honour,’” she said.  

“I married him and I moved to live with him with all the negative memories of rape and 
deception. I thought that my life with my baby might make me happy, but I was very 
wrong; my situation deteriorated. My only hope from marrying him was to make my 
baby safe.” 

Noor, with legal counsel, has since filed for divorce from her rapist, but faces a battle in 
court to ensure the man legally recognises and accepts custody of their child.  

“When a man is allowed to marry his victim, the circle of abuse can continue with further 
emotional trauma, attacks and neglect,” Ms Abu-Dayyeh said.  

“She will be more exposed to domestic violence and sexual assaults, and is likely to have 
restricted movement and a lack of power in decision making.  

“Meanwhile, the man is rewarded rather than punished for his actions.” 

Similar marriage clauses are present in the law regarding sexual consent in many 
modern Muslim states. They are usually hangovers from interpretations of Sharia, or 
religious law.  

In recent years such loopholes have come under under intensified scrutiny, with protests 

aimed at getting the law changed in several countries across the Middle East - although 
Turkey abandoned attempts last year to pass a law that would have allowed men who 
had sex with underage children to be pardoned if they married the victim after the 
proposed legislation caused outrage both within the country and internationally.  

Rape and sexual abuse affect nearly one billion women and girls over their lifetimes, UN 
data says.  

Equality Now is hopeful that a repeal in Jordan will be another “positive example” for 
women’s rights in the region, Ms Abu-Dayyeh said. 

In recent years, Morocco, Egypt and Ethiopia have closed similar legislative loopholes, 
and changes to the law are pending in both Lebanon and Bahrain.  
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TUNISIA: Tunisians demand change to Muslim marriage 

decree 

Arab News (27.03.2017) - http://bit.ly/2nPfF8R - An alliance of Tunisian human rights 
groups on Monday called on authorities to scrap a 1973 decree that bans Muslim women 
from marrying non-Muslims. 

The alliance of some 60 groups signed a statement calling for the decree to be revoked, 
saying it undermines “a fundamental human right: which is the right to choose a 
spouse.” 

Sana Ben Achour, president of the Beity association, told a news conference “it is 
inadmissible today for a simple decree, which has almost no judicial value... to command 
the lives of thousands.” 

The decree issued in 1973 by the justice ministry stipulates that a non-Muslim man who 
wishes to marry a Tunisia woman must convert to Islam and submit a certificate of his 
conversion as proof. 

Wahid Ferchichi, of the Adli association for the defense of individual liberties, said the 
decree violates Tunisia’s constitution which promotes equality between all citizens, 
regardless of gender. 

The coalition said it would mount a campaign to mobilize public opinion and seek 

meetings with the ministers of justice, interior and the head of government, hoping the 
decree will be scrapped by November. 

Tunisia is viewed as being ahead of most Arab countries on women’s rights. 

The North African country and birthplace of Arab Spring protests that ousted several 
regional autocratic, adopted a new constitution in 2014 which guarantees equality 

between men and women. 

Article 21 of the constitution states: “All citizens, male and female, have equal rights and 
duties, and are equal before the law without any discrimination.” 

But discrimination against women in Tunisia remains rife, particularly in matters of 
inheritance and the country’s Code of Personal Status designates the man as the head of 

a family.  
 

SOUTH AFRICA: Legality of Muslim marriage a religious, 

human rights issue – divorcee 

AllAfrica (24.03.2017) - http://bit.ly/2mSr74h - For 20 years, Nasrin Hoosain* was a 
supportive wife and mother. She left her studies and job opportunities to build her 
family, raise their children and support her husband as he climbed the career ladder. 

When, after years of abuse and infidelity, he asked for a divorce, she was the one who 
faced an uncertain future, without financial stability and the risk of homelessness. 

Muslim marriage - known as a nikah - is not legally recognised in South Africa, meaning 
Hoosain, like other muslim women, is not entitled by law to the assets accrued with her 
husband in the two decades of their union. 

http://bit.ly/2nPfF8R
http://bit.ly/2mSr74h
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She joined dozens of women who lined up outside the Western Cape High Court this 
week, calling for nikahs to be declared legally valid. This would allow recourse for wives 
who can be left penniless when the marriage dissolves. 

The class action is expected to be heard on August 28, three years after the Women's 
Legal Centre first brought its case. 

It argues that once customary marriages were given full legal recognition, the historical 
basis for not recognising polygynous marriages fell away. 

Legislation is therefore needed to recognise Muslim marriages, the WLC says. 

Muslim marriages allow for up to four wives, but come with the responsibility of providing 
equally to each spouse. It is not commonly practiced because of the difficulty in 
maintaining this, research has found. 

The non-profit legal centre contends that legal protection has been denied to Muslim 
women 16 years after the Constitution came into force. This had resulted in widespread 

oppression and gender discrimination in areas such as divorce, the duties of support, 
parental rights and responsibilities, and inheritance. 

For Hoosain, the end of her marriage meant starting over after years of living a 
financially comfortable life. 

'Soul destroying' 

She had been a student when she tied the knot, and dropped out of university to see to 
their home after having their first born. 

"I was a full time mom - a cook, a doctor, a nurse and a taxi driver, all in one," she said. 

Hoosain put her own prospects on hold to "build a successful family", despite facing ill-
treatment from her husband at home. 

When he asked her for a Talaq - which in Islamic terms is a divorce prompted by the 
man as a formal repudiation of his wife - she didn't put up a fight. 

For three months, her husband was forced to maintain her, but once the process was 
finalised, she was without an income. 

"As a wife, I gave such a lot of myself to him over the years. All I got in return was a 
'thank you, ma'am, for your services rendered; off you go," Hoosain recalls. 

As they did not have a civil union, her husband was not recognised as such in the eyes of 
the law. 

He therefore did not legally have to split their assets accrued over the 20 years, or give 
her spousal support. She however refused to do the "normal thing" and move out of the 
house she helped him build. 

"I had done my research, so I knew he couldn't force me to leave. Both of us had worked 
ourselves up, both of us had made sacrifices for what we had. I put my foot down and 
told my children that we couldn't be put out, showing them what our country's laws state 
and referring to passages in the Quran. Eventually he left, but not without a fight." 
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Hoosain has an English version of the religious text of Islam, marked with pink sticky 
notes, as well as South African law documents which she refers to, to substantiate her 
arguments. 

Life has been difficult since her marriage dissolved, Hoosain admits, as she relies on her 
ex-husband for money to support their minor children. 

She doesn't want to approach the courts for child maintenance, describing the process as 
"soul destroying". 

Legal proceedings 

"So I am at his mercy. Whatever he decides to give is what I just have to take," she 
explains, resigned. 

Her career prospects are limited as she does not have work experience, and her age, 40, 
also puts her at a disadvantage. 

But unlike some of her Muslim friends who were forced to "take what their husbands 
offered to placate them, which is usually next to nothing", Hoosain has instituted legal 
proceedings to force him to cough up. 

She declined to disclose the details of her case as it is still before the courts. 

Fair religion 

Had her marriage been legally recognised, the traumatising reality of divorce would have 
been somewhat easier, Hoosain insists. The non-recognition of the union is against her 
human rights. 

"It is unfair, discriminatory and prejudicial. We live in a secular country in which we are 
legally protected from any form of discrimination. Why are Muslim marriages excluded 
from that?" 

The devout Muslim says her issue is not with the teachings of Islam, but with the cultural 
interpretation which is "not in line" with the Quran. 

"Islam is a fair religion, which promotes equality. It even says in the Quran that in case 
of divorce, separate on equitable terms. This means it must be fair, just and equal. 

"Why should a woman have to give up her lifestyle in the event of a divorce? Building 
what you have takes two people; why does only one get everything?" 

Had she known what awaited her later, she would have insisted on a civil union, Hoosain 
admits. 

'This is our fight' 

"You, as a woman, are not protected otherwise. This is both a religious and human rights 
issue. Islam teaches you to stand firm in what you believe is the truth; to fight 
oppression, injustice and tyranny. We can't just sit and take it. 

"Women need to be respected. When men refuse to give you your fair share, it's a sign 
of disrespect. You give the best years of your life to your marriage and building a family 
[but have no recourse if the marriage dissolves]. It's unfair." 
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The recognition of customary marriages, which allows for more than one wife, should 
also extend to Muslims, she argues. 

Polygamy is not common in Islam, Hoosain says, as the Quran teaches that you have to 

treat both equally, from physical assets to emotional support. 

"It's allowed, but virtually impossible to maintain multiple wives equally," she says. 

The class action is an important step toward protecting the rights of Muslim women, 
Hoosain believes. 

"Our voices need to be heard; we are part of South African society. This is our fight so 
that our daughters can have a better life and not be left destitute in the event of 
divorce," she says. 

Judges Siraj Desai, Gayaat Salie-Hlophe and Nolwazi Boqwana are expected to preside 
over the matter. 

*Not her real name 
 

PHILIPPINES: Filipino women struggle for birth control 

Malaysian Digest (15.03.2017) - http://bit.ly/2mrGJHN - Philippine President Duterte 

wants more Filipino women to have access to contraceptives, which reportedly will run 
out in the Philippines by 2020 unless a Supreme Court order is overturned. Ana P. Santos 
reports. 
 
In January, Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte issued an executive order calling for the 
full implementation of the so-called Reproductive Health Law that would give an 
estimated 6 million women in need access to birth control. According to government 

data, an estimated 2 million of those women are poor and require government assistance 
to access contraceptives. 
 
But unless the Supreme Court lifts its temporary restraining order (TRO) on the 
registration of contraceptives, the Philippines may run out by 2020. 
 
"Of course, we welcome the president's support, but it is not enough," Romeo Dongeto, 

head of advocacy group Philippine Legislators' Committee on Population and 
Development (PLCPD), told DW. 
 
In 2015, the Philippine Supreme Court issued the TRO preventing the Department of 
Health (DOH) from procuring, selling and distributing the contraceptive implant, 
Implanon. The order was issued in response to a petition filed by anti-abortion groups 
that claimed it caused abortions. 
 
When the DOH appealed for the lifting of the order, the Supreme Court rejected the 
motion and in August 2016 effectively expanded its effect when it put the renewal of 
licenses on hold for other contraceptives. 
 
"To date, the most serious challenge to the implementation of the Reproductive Health 

Law is the Supreme Court's temporary restraining order, which would result in 
contraceptive stock-out in the country if it remains unsolved, affecting more than 13 
million Filipino women," said Dongeto. 
 

http://bit.ly/2mrGJHN
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A presidential executive order cannot overturn the Supreme Court order as the executive 
and judicial are equal branches of government. 
 
Public health emergency 

 
The imposition of the TRO for more than 18 months has had a drastic effect on 
reproductive health and government health officials warned that if it remains in force, the 
increasing number of unplanned pregnancies and maternal deaths could reach the scale 
of a public health emergency. 
 
"Since 2015, when the TRO was first imposed, we estimate that half a million unintended 
pregnancies have occured," Juan Antonio Perez, executive director of the Commission on 
Population (POPCOM), said at a press conference. 
 
Based on the Philippines' current maternal mortality ratios, POPCOM projects that these 
pregnancies will result in 1,000 maternal deaths every year. 
 
"That is the equivalent of three jumbo jets of pregnant women dying every year," said 

Perez."It would be equivalent to a public health emergency if the Supreme Court does 
not lift its TRO." 
 
According to a United Nations report, the Philippines topped the regional list of Asian 
countries with high numbers of teen pregnancies. Globally, teen pregnancy rates have 
declined over the past two decades, except in the Philippines. 
 
Gradual decrease in supply 
 
Despite efforts by both public and private healthcare providers, the Philippines faces a 
worsening atmosphere for expectant mothers. According to 2012 government figures, 
220 out of 100,000 Filipino women died during their pregnancy, a considerable increase 
from two years earlier. Health workers attribute that statistic in part to multiple births by 
one woman, within short periods of time. 

 
At one of Likhaan's clinics in the Tonsuya slum of northern Manila, 19-year old Jessa, 
tells the story of her mother, who died last year during childbirth. 
 
"It was the 11th time she was pregnant," Jessa says, while wiping back tears. "She went 
into labor at home, but something went wrong. My father took her to the hospital, but it 
was too late. The baby died too." 
 
Jessa says she first came to the clinic for prenatal care because she was afraid that she 
too might die during her own pregnancy. She thinks that birth control could have saved 
her mother's life. 
 
Opposition continues 

 
When the new law takes effect on March 31st, it will be the culmination of a nearly 16-
year long battle, between health advocates and the Catholic Church and their respective 
sympathizers in the Philippines parliament. The Archdiocese of Manila has been an 
outspoken critic of the legislation, claiming that it will encourage promiscuity and lead to 
more out of wedlock pregnancies. 
 
For many of the church's supporters, the fight for moral control of the Philippines isn't 
over yet. Some Catholic-affiliated groups have even gone as far as to petition the 
nation's Supreme Court to repeal the law. 
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Melgar isn't bothered by the continued opposition. She's confident that now that family 
planning is a legally protected right, it's here to stay. 
 
"There are elements here that will forever ideologically and politically oppose 

reproductive rights," she says. 
 
For now, Melgar says Likhaan and her clinics will work to educate young women about 
their rights and also tackle other pressing gender issues, like domestic violence. 
 

EU: European Court of Justice rules against the wearing 

of the headscarf in the private sector 

European Parliament Anti-Racism and Diversity Intergroup (ARDI) (14.03.2017) - 
http://bit.ly/2lZsRIR - The European Court of Justice (ECJ) issued a ruling against two 
women employees who were dismissed because they wore the headscarf.  “An internal 
rule of an undertaking which prohibits the visible wearing of any political, philosophical or 
religious sign does not constitute direct discrimination,” the court said in a 
statement. “However, in the absence of such a rule, the willingness of an employer to 
take account of the wishes of a customer no longer to have the employer's services 
provided by a worker wearing an Islamic headscarf cannot be considered an occupational 
requirement that could rule out discrimination.” 
 

The Court also ruled that a ban may also constitute “indirect discrimination” if people 
adhering to a particular religion or belief were specifically targeted. The Court added that 
indirect discrimination is permissible if it is “objectively justified by a legitimate aim,” 
such as a company's policy of neutrality, as long as the means of achieving it are 
appropriate and necessary. 
 
The two cases concern two female Muslim employees in Belgium and France who had 

been dismissed for refusing to remove their headscarves, which did not cover the face. 
 
The Belgian woman had been working as a receptionist for G4S Secure Solutions, which 
has a general ban on wearing visible religious or political symbols, while the French 
claimant is an IT consultant who was told to remove her headscarf after a client 
complained.  
 

The case of the Belgian women stems from an “unwritten rule” where G4S banned 
employees from wearing signs of their political, philosophical or religious beliefs, 
although the company only updated its workplace regulations the day after the woman 
started wearing a hijab.  
 
Although they rules apply to all beliefs, the ECJ said it was possible that such rules could 
be deemed indirect discrimination for  targeting Muslims or other religious groups with 
visible manifestations of their faith and referred the issue back to the Belgian Court of 
Cassation. 
 
Soraya Post, Co-President of ARDI, said: “I welcome the decision that employers are not 
now allowed to pander to the prejudices of their clients. However at a time of increasing 
hate crimes against Muslims, this ruling sends the wrong signal and will lead to only 
further direct and indirect discrimination against Muslims both in the labour market and 

in society at large. Muslim women already face high levels of discrimination and 
difficulties in accessing the labour market according to the European Network Against 
Racism’s Forgotten Women project and this decision will prevent more Muslim women 
from being able to access the labour market. Moreover in countries where national law 
doesn’t provide appropriate safeguards, this ruling opens a Pandora’s Box and will result 

http://bit.ly/2lZsRIR
http://www.independent.co.uk/topic/Belgium
http://www.independent.co.uk/topic/France
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in many Muslim women and those who wear visible manifestations of their faith being 
fired under the guise of neutrality. This is anything but neutrality.” 
 
Sajjad Karim, Vice-President of ARDI, said: “Today’s ruling in effect makes Muslim 

women and people from other religious groups have to choose between their 
fundamental right to religious expression and access to the labour market. This is 
unacceptable and will only isolate people with religious convictions who wish to express 
their belief.”  
 
More reading: Court of Justice of the European Union PRESS RELEASE No 30/17 
 

WORLD: Discrimination against women isn't unique to 

any one religion 

We must call out inequality wherever we see it. 
 
By Graham Perrett 
 
Huffington Post (13.03.2017) - http://huff.to/2mIfD03 - It's sometimes difficult, looking 
from a male perspective, to immediately notice all of the ways that women are treated 
less equally than men in so many aspects of their lives. There are the obvious ones: the 
gender pay gap and lower levels of representation in public life, that no-one could miss, 

but sometimes we just don't see inequality for what it is. 
 
Religious custom can be so embedded, for so long, that many men fail to even recognise 
it as inequality. That can be the problem. From insisting that women cover their heads, 
to refusing to shake women's hands, women have been, and still are, treated as less 
than men by most religions, not just Islam. 
 

Arguably, gender inequality continues to be the basis of much religious hierarchical 
power, irrespective of whether you are Christian, Muslim, Hindu or Buddhist. 
 
From the crystal clear vision of hindsight, I can now see the inequality I accepted as 
normal in my Catholic upbringing. When I was a very young boy, the women and girls I 
attended mass with on Sundays were obliged to wear a veil, called a mantilla, on their 
heads. This rule, derived from The Bible (Corinthians 11:2-16) and included in the 1917 

Code of Canon Law, stated that men, when in a church or outside a church, should be 
bare headed, but women must cover their head and dress modestly. After I'd finished 
high school the 1983 Code of Canon Law overturned that rule. 
 
Amazingly, until 1994 women were not permitted to be altar servers during Catholic 
Mass. This privilege was reserved only for boys and men. 
 
Catholic women are still treated very differently if they choose to follow a religious life. 
Women cannot be ordained as priests in the Catholic Church, but they are permitted to 
join an Order as a consecrated religious. Nuns devote themselves to caring for the sick, 
homeless, refugees, prisoners and other people in need. Many Australians, including me, 
have benefited from the care and education delivered by these wonderful women. 
 
But even religious organisations, like all powerful organisations, cannot and should not 

ignore inequality. 
 
No more than we should turn a blind eye to any institution that unnecessarily permits 
inequality, whether it is in the hierarchical structure of the organisation itself or whether 
it is allowing boys to avoid politely shaking the hand of a woman at a formal function. 

http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2017-03/cp170030en.pdf
http://huff.to/2mIfD03
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But it is hypocritical for people belonging to any of the organised religions to point their 
finger only at Islam for treating women unequally. Only he who is without sin should cast 
the first stone. 

 
Often the behaviour is not intended to demean women. Nevertheless, that does not 
excuse the behaviour but may provide the opportunity to find a solution. 
 
Demonising all or any particular religion is also not the answer. 
 
Slowly, very slowly, religious tradition is aligning with modern societal norms. The 
treatment of women in organised religion has come a long way. However, I would 
suggest not yet far enough and certainly not yet quickly enough. 
 
Signs and symbols are important. They have always been important and are especially so 
when powerful organisations sanction inequality. 
 
Sensible progressives need to call out inequality wherever we see it; whether it is in our 

schools; in our churches, mosques, temples or synagogues; or in our workplaces. 
Sometimes, particularly men who are entrenched in the patriarchal hierarchy, are simply 
blind to inequality until someone points it out to them. 
 

PAKISTAN: International Women’s Day: Pakistan’s 

‘invisible’ female workers celebrate new legal status 

Home-based workers in Sindh province, who prop up the country’s informal 
economy, hope their historic victory will mean an end to exploitation. 

 
By Zofeen Ebrahim 

 
The Guardian (08.03.2017) - Zehra Khan has much to celebrate on International 
Women’s Day. It is exactly four months since members of the Home-Based Women 
Workers Federation (HBWWF) in Sindh province, Pakistan – of which Khan is secretary 
general – finally received legal recognition. 
 
The province’s chief minister, Syed Murad Ali Shah, signed a policy that means the 

region’s estimated 5 million home-based workers – the majority of whom are women – 
can register as workers and access benefits. 
 
“It was an important day not only for the history of the labour movement in Sindh and 
Pakistan, but also for south Asia,” says Khan, whose federation has more than 4,500 
members. 
 
“Once they are legally accepted as workers, they can be registered with the government-
run social security institution, [and] be part of [the] workers’ welfare board to enjoy 
benefits like health, education and housing, as well as those offered after retirement,” 
she adds. 
 
Almost 80% of an estimated 12 million Pakistani home-based workers are women. As 
well as unpaid domestic work, the women often spend up to 10 hours a day making 

garments, footwear, sports goods, and arts and crafts behind closed doors. Their work is 
often invisible to the rest of the world, despite having propped up the country’s informal 
economy for so long. 
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“They are left to negotiate with the middlemen. Many often get deprived of payment or 
chastised if they demand better wages,” says Khan. 
 
The new government policy, however, brings hope that this kind of exploitation will soon 

come to an end. Once registered as workers, the women will be able to demand a basic 
level of pay as set out in the Minimum Wages Act of 2015. 
 
Khan and the federation have been lobbying to improve the rights of female workers for 
years. 
 
The HBWWF, part-funded by the international women’s fund Mama Cash, was born out of 
informal meetings with female home-based workers organised by Khan back in 2001. By 
2005, the small group had grown into the federation, empowering women to recognise 
their valuable contribution to society and the importance of collective bargaining. 
 
The women put pressure on the local government to improve local services, such as 
fixing the sewage system and having the rubbish collected from their narrow alleys. They 
asked the water board for a water supply, and demanded that domestic violence be 

addressed. 
 
Eventually, they began to focus on their own rights as workers and lobbying for the new 
nationwide policy began. 
 
“We carried out extensive consultations with other labour and trade unions within 
Pakistan,” recalls Khan. 
 
Most of the time was spent sitting in the offices of the parliamentarians and politicians, 
cajoling them to give a few minutes of their time to read through their policy and 
understand what they were saying. 
 
“We would wait with bated breath and a sinking feeling as our file got buried under the 
hundreds of others that needed the chief minister’s immediate attention,” says Khan. 

 
After the passage of the 18th constitutional amendment in 2010, when provinces were 
given greater autonomy, Sindh formed a provincial taskforce in 2013 to tweak the 
national policy and make it more province-specific, and sent it to the chief executive for 
approval. 
 
“It’s neither gender- nor women-focused – our focus is class, and should be seen through 
the lens of a labour movement,” says Khan. 
 
The government of Sindh has indeed taken a historic first step among the four provinces 
of Pakistan, bringing home-based workers into the legal net. 
 

WORLD: ‘Double suffering’ when women targeted not 

only for gender, but also religion 

By Olivia Jackson 
 
World Watch Monitor (08.03.2017) - http://bit.ly/2nekZz0 - On International Women’s 

Day, one statistic you may not hear much is that 83% of global women identify with a 
religious faith. 
Pew Research asked people in 84 countries how often they pray; in half of them, 
substantially more women than men say they pray on a daily basis. 
 

http://bit.ly/2nekZz0
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And yet one of the under-reported aspects of the global Church under pressure around 
the world is that, when conflict comes to their local community, those same women can 
be  subject to the double discrimination of not only being targeted for their gender, but 
also for their faith.  

 
A year ago, a special conference focusing on this issue heard how women are being 
increasingly targeted as a deliberate strategy to rob them of their faith and their identity. 
 
Records of women being systematically targeted in order to undermine “opposing” 
groups, in both armed conflict and inter-communal tension, stretch back millennia. 
 
From dictating rules by which “other” women must live, through to sexual assault and 
forced pregnancy, prostitution and marriage, the power of this targeting is clear: women 
who survive are injured, traumatised and shamed. 
 
Those enduring sexual violence may then be ostracised from their community. They may 
bear the perpetrator’s child or contract infection. Existing children are left motherless, 
husbands without wives, and, for unmarried men, the availability of brides is reduced. So 

men receive the enemy’s message clearly: you cannot protect your community. 
 
While religion is not often given as the sole reason for viewing a community as “other”, 
gender-based violence (GBV for short) does occur along religious lines. 
 
In the recent war in the Central African Republic, women were specifically targeted both 
for their faith and their gender. 
 
Despite an end to the civil war, predominantly Hindu Tamil women in northern Sri Lanka 
allegedly continue to be raped by Buddhist Sinhalese government forces, and young 
female Karen teachers in Myanmar have been raped and murdered by Buddhist Burmese 
Army soldiers. 
 
ISIS abducted and abused many Christians and Yazidi women, just as Boko Haram is 

doing with Christians. 
 
And records show that up to 50,000 women (and unknown numbers of men) were raped 
in the Balkan war of the 90s. The vast majority of these were Muslim, their attackers 
Christian. 
 
Very few women who face this violence find recourse to justice. In war, chaos prevents 
prosecution, and, post-conflict, a combination of shame, trauma, fear of retribution and 
lack of access to legal structures stop women seeking redress, even where political will to 
prosecute exists. 
 
Domestic laws may be inadequate and international frameworks, while valuable, are 
difficult to access and take years to prosecute: by September 2016, the International 

Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia had only managed to convict 32 people for 
crimes of sexual violence during the conflict. 
 
Humanitarian law has not traditionally treated what happens to women as seriously as 
what happens to (predominantly male) combatants. The Geneva Conventions term 
sexual violence as “outrages against personal dignity” rather than a crime of violence. 
 
Convention IV, concerning civilians, puts the onus on warring parties to protect women 
“against any attack on their honour, in particular against rape, enforced prostitution, or 
any form of indecent assault”, rather than an outright prohibition of these crimes. This 
wording additionally implies stigma attached to women whose honour is attacked. 
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Recent changes to the Geneva Conventions, initiated by William Hague and Angelina 
Jolie, have specifically named rape as a “grave breach” – the most serious violation, 
obliging all Convention signatories to prosecute regardless of where the violation took 
place. However, grave breaches do not apply to civil war, or non-conflict zones such as 

refugee camps. 
 
In peacetime, women have the remote chance to use legal “instruments” such as the 
Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women, if their government has 
ratified this. But they must primarily rely on domestic laws to be adequate and enforced. 
 
This is particularly unreliable if a woman has been subjected to GBV due to religious 
reasons in countries where the overwhelming majority of the population adheres to one 
religion. In Pakistan, Hindu and Christian communities report that girls are kidnapped, 
forced to convert to Islam and marry Muslim men. 
 
Despite laws against forced conversion and underage marriage, few girls return home: 
most families are too poor or lack the education to access legal help, or have their cases 
overruled. 

 
New penalties against forced conversion, passed by the Sindh state legislature in 2016, 
were vetoed by the Governor after pressure from Islamist groups. Some laws exacerbate 
women’s situations: Myanmar law bars Rohingya women from having more than two 
children, or any children out of wedlock. 
 
While this paints a grim picture of the use of GBV in religious persecution, the fact that 
GBV itself is increasingly reported is testament to its rising status. International 
humanitarian law in particular has progressed since the 1990s. But the problem of 
inadequate, remote or unenforceable laws remains a major barrier to both deterrence 
and justice for such an effective instrument of persecution. 
 

WORLD: Forthcoming report on women’s rights and 

freedom of religion or belief 

By Elisa Van Ruiten, Human Rights Without Frontiers 
 
HRWF (08.03.2017) - This April, HRWF will release a new report analysing the 

relationship between women’s rights and the right to freedom of religion or belief, with a 
specific focus on the major Abrahamic religions and the influence of patriarchy.  
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Why this report? 
 
We frequently hear discussions surrounding the topics of women’s rights and freedom of 
religion or belief, and often the resounding conclusions remark that the two rights are 
fundamentally at odds with one another.  
 
Such notions have required us to ask many questions about the intersectionality of 
women’s rights and religion, including: Is there really no place for religion in women’s 
rights? If feminism is about ending ‘sexism, sexist exploitation, and oppression’, does 
religion, and thus the right to freedom of religion and belief, really represent these things 
at its core? Finally, is there an alternative discourse and approach to take so that religion 
can better include women’s rights and vice versa? 
 
The report explores the major Abrahamic religions – Christianity, Islam, and Judaism – 

looking at religious text, practice, and cultural influences, as well as the presence of 
patriarchal systems that sustain and perpetuate social norms that pose threats to 
women. In particular, we have investigated child and forced marriage, violence against 
women, denial of reproductive rights, denial of education, and female genital mutilation, 
among others. The aim of this report is to reveal the misconceptions about the 
intersection of the two rights and try to find a way forward, together.  
 

WORLD: Women’s rights are human rights, period 

By Chris W. Williams 
 
Huffington Post (07.03.2017) - http://huff.to/2mBnsGC - In January, millions of women 

around the world took to the streets to advocate for legislation and policies on women’s 
rights and other issues. While the Women’s March on Washington drew 500,000 
passionate activists and the lion’s share of the media attention, the march also extended 
to all seven continents in locations as varied as DR Congo, Georgia and the Antarctic 
Peninsula. The message was clear and profound – women will not sit back and be 
designated as second class citizens. Women’s rights are human rights, period. 

 
While the sentiment is easily understood, the execution is often more complex. To 
improve gender diversity, employers look to balance ratios, broaden the hiring net, and 
ensure representation at the table. Similarly, the public and not-for-profit institutions 
that promote education and health and other basic services seek to reach women as well 

http://huff.to/2mBnsGC
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as men. There is a tendency merely to involve women once things are already in place, 
let women in the room but not think critically about how the room is arranged. By 
confining our efforts to bringing women into the conversation without questioning the 
underlying power relations, we “add women and stir,” running the risk of reproducing 

inequality, further marginalizing women, and denigrating their roles in society. 
 
Yes, gender balance is important; however, it should not be the goal. Transformative 
change can only happen when a strong movement for gender equality reshapes norms, 
habits and social policy. In order for this to become a reality, we need to rethink the 
roles of women and men, adolescent girls and boys, as well as women and men facing 
disability, old age, marginalization and vulnerability. This is true everywhere but 
especially so in geographies, North and South, where poverty is manifest and therefore 
where women are vital for sustaining healthier, better-educated and vibrant 
communities. 
 
Sticking with the status quo will lead to a world that neither responds to the needs of 
women and girls, nor provides adequate and efficient services that empower women to 
become leaders in their communities. Globally, over 1.2 billion women lack access to 

basic sanitation and hygiene. This has far-reaching impact on their lives, from childhood 
to motherhood and on to their twilight years. 
 
Without access to toilets, women fear assault and a loss of dignity from having to 
defecate in the open. They suffer urinary tract infections and other diseases from holding 
in their urine or feces. When they menstruate they miss work, intentionally not travel, 
and avoid school, thereby suffering economic losses for the family. The average woman 
menstruates for 3000 days in her lifetime; however, the subject is hidden by taboos 
preventing women from learning how to manage their periods hygienically and safely. 
 
In a forthcoming study on women’s access to sanitation services in the West African 
country of Niger by WSSCC, UN Women and the African Institute of Training and 
Demographic Research, researchers found that less than 12% of those surveyed felt safe 
while using toilets. When asked why, they said that it is because they are not gender 

segregated. In the same study, researchers found that at least 70% of toilets surveyed 
could not be closed from the inside. The study will be launched 20 March during an event 
at the Commission on the Status of Women. 
 
This has a huge impact on the well-being of women and girls, inducing shame, risk and 
fear. For the 1.2 billion women who lack access, a focus on sanitation and hygiene is an 
effective way to link one vital narrative (toilets) to sustain another (women’s rights). 
 
Over the past five years, there has been a groundswell of interest in menstrual hygiene 
as well as in a set of tactics activists and policy makers are using to break the taboo 
associated with the subject. In places as diverse as Senegal, Niger, Kenya, Tanzania, 
India, Nepal, Pakistan, Nigeria, Malawi and Cambodia, women – and men – are openly 
discussing menstruation. 

 
At the national level, governments are engaging in conversations with activists to ensure 
schools, health clinics, public markets, transport hubs, as well as individual households 
have safe, secure sanitation facilities for women and adolescent girls. Their commitment 
takes the form of approved policy guidelines and budget allocations, as well as retooled 
program interventions and systems to monitor the implementation of these programs. 
 
At the local level, individual households, local governments and small-scale 
entrepreneurs are engaging in conversations about how to bring about a change of 
behavior in which people make connections between sanitation and health, hygiene and 
dignity. Their commitment takes the form of tens of millions of people stopping the 
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practice of open defecation, investing in sanitation and adopting hygiene practices, 
including menstrual hygiene, that ensure no one is left behind. 
 
While interest in menstrual hygiene is growing, with it is a wider reflection on the 

appropriateness of basic services for the disabled, socially marginalized groups, the 
elderly and the homeless as well as for women. The discussion on menstruation is 
breaking down barriers, allowing for a deeper reflection on multiple forms of inequality 
and discrimination. 
 
These critical, yet pragmatic tactics to promote gender equality are far from complete. 
Much work remains. However, the likelihood of these gaining traction is greater as a 
result of the commitments made by 182 Member States in September 2015 with the 
adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals. The 17 “SDGs” as they are commonly 
referred to, provide a fifteen year (2016-2030) framework for social, ecological and 
economic development. Rather than being confined to one goal, the themes of gender, 
equality and non-discrimination run through most of the targeted actions of all 17 global 
goals. The attainment of one goal requires an understanding of the other goals. By 
improving their access to sanitation and hygiene, women can at once manage menstrual 

hygiene with safety and dignity, have greater mobility, attend school and take steps to 
realize their productive potential. 
 
Practical action, taken to scale and reinforced by the commitments of the international 
community, is a decided break from business as usual. Women and men are now better 
placed to generate a discussion on how the status quo is leading to a world that isn’t 
responding to the needs of women and girls. They can replace “add women and stir” by 
being part of efforts to improve policy, budgets and program design. They can re-think 
the people who execute and implement, those who are left behind, the indicators that we 
use to monitor progress, which together can improve the suitability of these services, so 
that sanitation and hygiene is a reality for everyone, everywhere. 
 
At WSSCC, we are committed to this principle, and are applying it in all countries where 
we operate, thereby informing our work on policy, advocacy and the large-scale 

implementation of sanitation improvement programs. We recognize the importance of 
empowering women and men to take control of their sanitation needs, to construct 
latrines, and to improve their health and well being. The approach, known as “collective 
behavior change,” builds trust, enabling women and men to promote menstrual hygiene 
while also contributing to efforts to end female genital mutilation and prevent child 
marriage. 
 
The path of least resistance reproduces gender inequality. It is time we stop adding, and 
start integrating women into the work place, the policy arena and the delivery of basic 
services. On this International Women’s Day 2017, that indeed would 
#BeBoldForChange. 
 

MAURITANIA: 'My husband beats me when he is at the 
peak of his love for me': The place where domestic 

violence is a sign of love 

'A woman takes pride in being beaten by her husband' 

 
By Nebghouha Mint Zeidane 
 
The Independent (01.03.2017) - http://ind.pn/2mtc2Wk - Salimata was always told she 
should be proud to come from a family of wife beaters. 

http://ind.pn/2mtc2Wk
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“You’re the daughter of a woman whose husband broke her hands. Your grandmother's 
legs were fractured by her husband. You must be loved,” Salimata said, citing her 
mother’s words. 

 
The 19-year-old woman from Mauritania’s Soninké  ethnic group, married to a man who 
also beats her, said she taught herself to believe what her mother told her. 
 
“I felt like an animal that had to be disciplined,” she said. “As time passed, I came to 
believe that my husband beats me only when he is at the peak of his love for me.” 
 
Mauritania, a poor, mainly Muslim nation, has deep social and racial divides, each group 
with its unique marriage norms. 
 
While divorce is widely accepted among the majority Moors, it is almost impossible 
among the Mauritanians of African descent such as the Soninké and Fulani. 
 
And while domestic violence is frowned upon among the Moors, of Arab and Berber 

descent, it’s seen as an act of love and an accepted practice for Soninkés, said social 
researcher Sidi Boyada, an advisor at the ministry of social affairs. 
 
Tradition 
 
Aichetou Samba is a 60-year-old Fulani grandmother who lives in a modest house in a 
Nouakchott neighbourhood. 
 
“In the past, our girls used to get married at eight years of age, and they usually married 
their cousins,” she said, coddling one of her grandchildren. 
 
Mauritanian law stipulates “sanity” and “marriageable age” as preconditions for getting 
married, leaving the door open for early marriage by giving parents the right to decide. 
 

Wearing a colourful scarf that shows her Fulani heritage, Samba smiled and said: “A 
Fulani woman always takes pride in being beaten by her husband,” and often shares her 
experiences with other women to show off his love for her. 
 
“This is one of our traditions,” she said. “We see wife-beating as a common and normal 
practice, which sometimes includes pouring cold water on the wife’s body.” 
 
“My legs were broken” 
 
Sociology professor Ousmane Wagué at the University of Nouakchott, also a Fulani, said 
Mauritanian women of African descent accept being beaten to avoid divorce, convincing 
themselves their husbands’ violence is a sign of love. “As the popular song goes: My legs 
were broken and I stayed home,” he told the Thomson Reuters Foundation. 

 
Mariem Jallo, a 25-year-old Fulani woman, is an exception. She has been divorced for 
five years. 
 
“My husband used to constantly beat me. He passionately loved me but this didn’t stop 
him from hitting me for very trivial reasons,” she said. 
 
Jallo, who is fond of soap operas, said her husband came home one day while she was 
watching television and hit her. Minutes later, he tried to make it up to her, saying he 
couldn’t bear to see her preoccupied with something other than him. 
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Her husband tried to block the divorce and her family blamed her for the failed marriage, 
she said. 
 
Alyoun Idi, a 27-year-old Fulani man, said he had beaten his wife many times because 

she disobeys him, adding that this never affected their relationship. 
 
“I love my wife so much and I can’t live without her, but we inherited this from our 
ancestors, which is part of our traditions,” Alyoun said. “It’s also a great resolution for 
many family disputes.” 
 
Criminalised 
 
Domestic violence against women was criminalised in 2001, and under Mauritanian law, 
wife-beating is a crime punishable with up to five years in prison. 
 
Ahmed Bezeid ould Almamy, a lawyer who works with women’s rights groups, said he 
receives an average of five complaints every month of women reporting abuse by their 
husbands. 

 
But prosecutions are rare as women often drop charges for fear of sending their 
husbands to jail or getting divorced, he said. 
 
However, lengthening queues outside the offices of women’s rights organisations suggest 
a waning tolerance for violence against women, campaigners say. 
 
The Household Women’s Association recorded more than 2,000 complaints in the first 
half of 2016, compared to 1,700 complaints in 2014, according to Aminetou mint Al 
Mokhtar, head of the association. 
 
Ministry of Justice official Haimouda Ramdhane said the Mauritanian legal system 
provides women victims with free services, including lawyers, medical and psychological 
support. 

 
“New legislation is underway blocking the way for the withdrawal of complaints against 
violent husbands to protect the public interest and punish anyone who is also involved in 
covering up for crimes against women,” Ramdhane told the Thomson Reuters 
Foundation, without giving a timeframe. 
 
Despite efforts to pursue and prosecute violent husbands, some Mauritanian women 
continue to endure battering. 
 
“When apathy afflicts our relationship, he won’t care anymore for what I do even if I 
burnt down the house,” said Salimata. “It’s at that moment that I will miss being 
beaten.” 
 

Further reading: 
Mauritania proposes legislation that would criminalize insulting one’s wife 
 

WORLD: Jasvinder Sanghera: I ran away to escape a 

forced marriage 

Jasvinder Sanghera was locked in a room by her parents when she was 16, 
when she refused to marry the man they had chosen for her. Here she describes 
how she escaped with the help of a secret boyfriend - but lost all contact with 

her family as a result. 

https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2017/01/205380/mauritania-proposes-legislation-criminalize-insulting-ones-wife/
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BBC Magazine (24.02.2017) - http://bbc.in/2kUpCSe - Growing up we had no freedom 
whatsoever. Everything was watched, monitored and controlled. We understood that we 
had to be careful how we behaved so as not to shame the family. 

I'm one of seven sisters and there's only one younger than me so I'd watched my sisters 
having to be married at very young ages - as young as 15. 

They would disappear to become a wife and go to India, come back, not go back to 
school and then go into these marriages and be physically and psychologically abused. 
And my impression of marriage was that this is what happens to you - you get married, 

you get beaten up, and then you're told to stay there. 

My parents were Sikh and Sikhism was born on the foundation of compassion and 
equality of men and women, and yet here we have women who were treated very 
differently. My brother was allowed total freedom of expression. He was also allowed to 
choose who he wanted to marry. But the women were treated differently and that was 
reinforced within the communities. It's gone unchallenged and it's deeply ingrained. 

I don't think I was smarter. I just don't know what it was within me. My mother used to 
say: "You were born upside down, you were different from birth." 

Maybe she helped me out by saying that, because it made me question a number of 
things, and then when I was shown the photograph of this man, as a 14-year-old, 
knowing that I'd been promised to him from the age of eight and being expected to 

contemplate marriage, I looked at this picture thinking: "Well he's shorter than me and 
he's very much older than me and I don't want this." 

And it was as simple as that. 

But within our family dynamic we were taught to be silent. 

Saying no to the marriage meant my family took me out of education and they held me a 
prisoner in my own home. 

I was 15 and I was locked in this room and literally I was not allowed to leave the room 
until I agreed to the marriage. It was padlocked on the outside and I had to knock on the 
door to go the toilet and they brought food to the door. 

My mother was the very person who enforced the rules. People don't think of women as 
the gatekeepers to an honour system. 

So in the end I said yes, purely to plan my escape. And it was as simple as that, because 
then I had freedom of movement. 

The only friends we were allowed had to be from an Indian community as well. And my 
best friend, who was Indian, it was her brother who helped me in the end. 

He became my secret boyfriend. He saved some money and said, "I want to be with you 
and I'll help you to escape." He would come to the house at night and stand in the 
garden and we would secretly mouth things to each other through the window. 

One day he dressed up as a woman and went into a shoe shop and pretended he was 
shopping. He handed me a note which said, "I'll be at the back of the house at this time - 
look out of the window." So I did, and he mouthed for me to pack my wardrobe and I 
lowered two cases down using sheets tied together, and flushed the toilets so my mother 
wouldn't hear. 

http://bbc.in/2kUpCSe
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And then one day I was at home with my dad, who was at home because he worked 
nights, and the front door was open, and I just ran out. 

I ran all the way, a good three-and-a-half miles, to where my boyfriend worked and hid 

behind a wall and waited for him to come out. He went and got my cases and then picked 
me up in his Ford Escort and got me to close my eyes and put my finger on a map, and it 
landed on Newcastle. 

I sat in the footwell of the car all the way so no-one would see me and then when I saw 
the Tyne bridge I was absolutely amazed by it because I had never been anywhere 
outside Derby. 

My parents reported me missing to the police and it was the police officer who told me I 
had to ring home to let them know I was safe and well. 

My mother answered the phone and I said: "Mom, it's me. You know, I want to come 
home but I don't want to marry that stranger." 

Her response has stayed with me for the rest of my life. She said: "You either come back 
and marry who we say, or from this day forward you are now dead in our eyes." 

It was only later on when things settled down that I begin to think, "I've done it but 
where's my family? I want my family." I was missing them terribly. You feel like a dead 
person walking. 

My boyfriend used to drive me to my hometown at 3am just so I could see my dad 
walking home from the foundry. 

What changed how I felt was the death of my sister, Robina. She was taken out of school 
at 15 for nine months, married to a man in India, and then came back and put in the 
same year as me and nobody questioned this at all. But he treated her terribly and when 
her son was around six months old she severed the relationship. 

She then married for love and my parents agreed to it because he was Indian - Sikh and 
from the same caste as us. She again suffered domestic abuse but my parents made it 
clear that because she had chosen him she had a duty, doubly, to make it work. 

She went to see a local community leader - they have a lot of power, my parents would 
have seen his word as the word of God - and he told her: "You need to think of your 

husband's temper like a pan of milk - when it boils it rises to the top and a woman's role 
is to blow it to cool it down." 

When she was 25 she set herself on fire and she died. When she was - I say - driven to 
commit suicide, that was the turning point for me. 

I've learned to live my life with no expectations of family whatsoever. I've never had a 
birthday card in 35 years and neither have my children. For my children it's a total blank 
on their mother's side when it comes to family. I've got nephews and nieces that I'll 
never meet because all of my siblings sided with my parents. 

I have actually stipulated in my will that I do not want any of my estranged family to be 
at my funeral because I know the hypocrisy that exists within them. They will want to 

show their face, but if they couldn't show it when I was alive, I'm not going to give them 
that privilege when I'm gone. 

I have three children - Natasha who's 31, Anna who's 22 and Jordan who's 19. 
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You almost live vicariously through your children because you want them to have 
everything you never had. 

My daughter married an Asian man and I was worried - I didn't want this family to take it 

out on her that her mother was disowned and had run away from home. But thankfully 
for me my fears were completely unfounded because here was an Indian family that did 
the exact opposite of what my family did. 

Starting a charity, Karma Nirvana, in 1993 from my kitchen table allowed me for the first 
time to start talking about my personal experiences and what had happened to my sister. 
My family wanted us to never speak about Robina again. 

Sometimes at Christmas my children would meet these different women at the dinner 
table - survivors disowned by their family - and they had no idea who would be the next 
person at our table, but they understood why. 

The charity will be 25 years old next year. We have helped make forced marriage a 
criminal offence, we have a helpline funded by the government which takes 750 calls a 
month - 58% of callers are victims and the others are professionals calling about a 
victim. 

We do risk assessments, offer refuge and help plan escapes. 

We still don't have enough responses from professionals and we've got to try to increase 
the reporting, but we're getting there. This is abuse, not part of culture where we make 
excuses - cultural acceptance does not mean accepting the unacceptable. Abuse is 
abuse. 

I'm a grandmother now - my daughter's expecting her second child in March. And you 
know when I look at them I think to myself, 'they're never going to inherit that legacy of 
abuse because of that decision I made when I was 16.' 

And that really makes me feel a lot stronger. 

Other reading: 
U.N. General Assembly adopts resolution to end child, early, and forced marriage 
worldwide  
 

MOROCCO: The dark reality for women migrants in 

Morocco 

Morocco’s policy toward migrants is more generous than most, issuing work 
permits and refusing to evict undocumented refugees. But it does little to 

account for gender, leaving women living in refugee camps vulnerable to 
exploitation and abuse. 

 
By Fabíola Ortiz 
 
The World Post/Huffington Post (23.02.2017) - http://huff.to/2mt32R1 - Born and raised 
in Lagos, 16-year-old Juliet Bamawo left her home and her family a year ago to travel 
thousands of miles from Nigeria to Morocco, propelled by the dream of studying at a 
European university and one day becoming a nurse. But soon after she arrived, reality 
set in. Instead of living in an apartment in Europe and learning about nursing, Bamawo is 
living in a makeshift camp beside Fez’s newly refurbished train station, in a tent made 

https://www.reproductiverights.org/press-room/un-general-assembly-adopts-resolution-to-end-child-early-and-forced-marriage-worldwide
https://www.reproductiverights.org/press-room/un-general-assembly-adopts-resolution-to-end-child-early-and-forced-marriage-worldwide
http://huff.to/2mt32R1
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from plastic and scraps of material. There is no running water, and the tents are 
surrounded by garbage. 
 
“I came here to travel to Europe, but there is no money,” she says. “I am now trying to 

get money, I am looking for help. It is difficult to live here. If there was a job and I was 
paid, I would work.” 
 
Bamawo is among 15 Nigerian women living in the camp of around 300 residents from 
10 sub-Saharan countries. Many were drawn by Morocco’s recently relaxed immigration 
policy, which tolerates camps like the one in Fez. But that’s as far as the welcome goes: 
Once migrants arrive, usually planning to continue on to Europe, they are given no 
support and essentially left to fend for themselves. 
 
The lack of provisions leaves migrants unable to find work, abandoned in squalid, crime-
ridden camps, and unable to move on to their final destination. And for women migrants 
who come to Morocco without an accompanying man, that usually means arriving to a 
life of poverty, exploitation and abuse. 
 

The North African country of 35 million people has historically been a magnet for 
migrants. Many arrive with an “obsession to cross Gibraltar at any cost,” says Mohamed 
Khachani, president of the Moroccan Association for Studies and Research on Migration. 
But in response to the ongoing refugee crisis, many European countries have 
strengthened their borders, leaving large numbers of migrants stuck in Morocco. “There 
used to be evictions of clandestine migrants from Morocco. Nowadays it is not common 
to deport anymore,” says Khachani. 
 
The drop in evictions is a result of a new strategy on immigration and asylum that 
Morocco announced in 2013, based on recommendations issued by the Moroccan 
National Human Rights Council. According to the report, Morocco “undoubtedly suffers 
from the effects of a strict European policy of control of its external borders.” So the 
government decided to adopt a human rights-based approach to documenting migrants. 
In a one-off move, Moroccan authorities issued around 27,000 residence permits to 

migrants between September 2013 and February 2015. The carte de séjour includes a 
work permit and offers access to primary and secondary schooling, but not to public 
health insurance. 
 
The majority of women migrants who come to Morocco in hopes of crossing through the 
country to gain entry into Europe are from Nigeria and Cameroon, but there are also 
women from Mali, Ivory Coast and the Democratic Republic of Congo. And for many of 
them, the already risky journey along the Trans-Sahara Highway is made even more 
treacherous by the constant threat of exploitation and sexual violence. 
 
“Women suffer more than men. When they cross over 6,000 kilometers (3,700 miles), 
imagine every single border they have to cross,” says Khachani. “They suffer countless 
violations of numerous types.” According to his research, one-third of the migrant women 

living in Morocco were abused on their way to North Africa. 
 
The U.N. Refugee Agency (UNHCR) estimates that of the over 6,000 refugees and asylum 
seekers considered persons of concern in Morocco, 44 percent are women. And a study 
by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) found most women migrants in 
Morocco travel without family members, but often in groups with other migrants. 
 
According to a report by the IOM, more than half of the women are single mothers, the 
majority of them having become pregnant on the route, most likely in a context of abuse. 
 
Migrants’ rights advocates say that while Morocco’s new immigration policy seems to 
treat migrants more humanely than many other countries, it fails to protect those most 
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vulnerable once they arrive. “Women should be treated differently, they should be 
protected from rape and human trafficking. We should give them shelters and healthcare 
support,” says Moha Ennaji, president of the South-North Center for Intercultural 
Dialogue and Migration Studies and director of Morocco’s first PhD program in gender 

studies. “And for those who have babies, we should help them with daycare and 
kindergartens.” 
 
Noting that Morocco has no women-only migrant shelters, Ennaji, who also works as a 
consultant to the United Nations Research Institute for Social Development, says more 
needs to be done to help migrants once they get to Morocco. The new policy “basically 
says that we don’t deport them, we don’t beat them up … we tolerate them, [but] they 
can beg and fight for a job.” 
 
As head of the national body for the care and protection of migrants in Morocco, Fatima 
Attari deals directly with girls like Bamawo who are living in refugee camps. Attari says 
fighting against racism and discrimination are key to helping integrate undocumented 
women. “We need to welcome, listen, inform, guide, advise, assist them and provide 
legal, social and professional support,” she says. 

 
While Bamawo still plans to one day make the dangerous sea crossing to Europe, these 
days she isn’t driven as much by her dream of becoming a nurse as by her desperation 
to move to somewhere safe and clean. “If I had good shelter, I would stay in Morocco,” 
she says. “Look at our environment here, it is very dirty. We need help; we are sick. We 
don’t know who can help us.” 
 

 
 

IRAQ: Sunni women tell of ISIS detention, torture 

Describe forced marriage, rape 

 
HRW (20.02.2017) - http://bit.ly/2lmQjxL - Fighters from the Islamic State (also known 
as ISIS) are arbitrarily detaining, ill-treating, torturing, and forcibly marrying Sunni Arab 
women and girls in areas under their control in Iraq, Human Rights Watch said today. 
 
Although accounts of gender-based violence have emerged from areas under ISIS 
control, these are the first cases against Sunni Arab women in Iraq that Human Rights 
Watch has been able to document. Researchers interviewed six women in Kirkuk, to 
which they had escaped from the town of Hawija, 125 kilometers south of Mosul and still 
under ISIS control. Human Rights Watch and others have extensively documented similar 
abuses by ISIS fighters against Yezidi women. 
 
“Little is known about sexual abuse against Sunni Arab women living under ISIS rule,” 
said Lama Fakih, deputy Middle East director at Human Rights Watch. “We hope that the 
international community and local authorities will do all they can to give this group of 
victims the support they need.” 
 
In January 2017, Human Rights Watch interviewed four women who said they had been 
detained by ISIS in 2016, for periods between three days and a month. Another woman 
said an ISIS fighter, her cousin, forced her to marry him and then raped her. A sixth 

woman said that ISIS fighters destroyed her home as punishment after her husband 
escaped ISIS and tried to forcibly marry her. Five of the six women said that ISIS 
fighters beat them. 
 

http://bit.ly/2lmQjxL
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One woman said that in April 2016, she tried to escape Hawija with her three children 
and a large group of other families. ISIS fighters captured the group and held 50 of the 
women from the group in an abandoned house. The woman said that over the next 
month, one fighter raped her daily in front of her children. She suspected that many of 

the other women held with her were also being raped. 
 
Experts from four international organizations, including two medical organizations, 
working with survivors of sexual assault in northern Iraq told Human Rights Watch it is 
difficult to assess the prevalence of ISIS’ gender-based violence against women who 
have fled territory under their control. They said that victims and their families remain 
silent to avoid stigmatization and harm to the woman or girl’s reputation. 
 
One foreign aid worker said she had seen cases mostly of forced marriage and rape, but 
she believed that very few of the victims in the displaced communities she works with 
have come forward. She said some women try to hide the incident from their own 
families out of fear they will be stigmatized or punished by their relatives or community. 
Babies born of rape or forced marriage may also face stigma, she said. Their long-term 
psychosocial support and medical treatment are particular concerns, she said. Another 

aid provider for an international organization providing services at three camps for people 
displaced from ISIS-controlled territory said their staff had documented 50 cases of 
women and girls who suffered psychological and physical violence at the hands of ISIS 
and to whom the organization was providing support. 
 
Several local and international organizations are providing support to victims of gender-
based violence. However, not enough is being done to tackle the stigma around sexual 
violence, and there is a lack of awareness about appropriate services and psychosocial or 
mental health support, medical professionals and service providers in Kirkuk said. 
Available services continue to be outstripped by needs, they said. 
 
A psychiatrist at an international organization providing psychosocial support in one of 
the larger displaced people’s camps in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq said that too little has 
been done to inform men about how to support female victims of gender-based violence. 

She said that very often, male relatives will forbid women from getting counseling and 
vocational training, even if the women want the services. 
 
The women interviewed are all patients at the Kirkuk Center, where a staff of 12 provides 
psychological and behavioral counseling to women and children. Dr. Abd al-Karim Kalyfa, 
who runs the center, said in January that the center was at that time treating 30 
patients, 15 of them children, suffering from trauma related to their experiences living 
under ISIS. In 2016, he said, his center treated about 400 patients who had come from 
ISIS-held territory. ISIS fighters had raped at least two of his current patients, he said. 
He knew of one other organization in the Kirkuk area providing services to victims of 
sexual assault but said there was far too little support available to provide needed mental 
health care to displaced people who had lived under ISIS. 
 

Another medical professional in Kirkuk who is providing social support to women and 
children who have been traumatized by their experience under ISIS said that services 
provided by the federal government focus on pharmacological treatment, not on 
psychosocial therapy and counseling. 
 
A program manager at an international organization providing services in one of the 
larger displaced people’s camps in northern Iraq said that the group has been able to 
create effective safe spaces and start vocational projects for women. But it has not yet 
been able to provide more long-term psychosocial support and other services for 
survivors of gender-based violence, because it is struggling to find female staff with the 
needed language skills, experience, and professional qualifications. 
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The Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG), together with United Nations agencies and 
other international humanitarian groups, have struggled to provide the survivors of 
violence against Yezidi women who escaped ISIS with post-rape care and psychosocial 
support. 

 
Providing adequate mental health care and psychosocial support is a complex and long-
term challenge. The KRG government, Iraqi central government, UN agencies, and others 
involved need to put in place a coordinated response, based on an assessment of the 
needs and the most pressing priorities. The groups should identify key barriers to making 
care and services accessible, available, and voluntary, and determine the potential cost. 
Such coordination efforts should include the World Health Organization (WHO) and 
representatives of the survivors. 
 
WHO has said that mental health services and psychosocial support are essential 
components of comprehensive care for survivors of sexual violence. It has also stated 
that people with mental health conditions and their communities should help develop 
these services and that those responsible for providing services should strengthen 
existing resources and make them available in a nondiscriminatory fashion to all. 

 
“ISIS victims of gender-based violence suffer the consequences of their abuse long after 
they have managed to escape.” Fakih said. “Their care and rehabilitation requires a 
multifaceted response, with authorities providing the needed medical and psychosocial 
support and working to stamp out stigma around sexual violence within the wider 
community.” 
 
The Kirkuk-based National Institute for Human Rights helped Human Rights Watch by 
identifying the interviewees and setting up and hosting the interviews. All interviews 
were conducted with full and informed consent, in Arabic without translation. We took 
measures to respect the privacy of survivors and conducted interviews in as private a 
setting as possible. In all cases, Human Rights Watch took steps to minimize re-
traumatization of survivors, stopping interviews if they caused distress. In order to 
protect victims and witnesses, individual names and other identifying information have 

been modified or withheld. 
 
Suad 
 
Suad, 21, is from a village near Hawija. She said that her cousin, who is one year older 
than her, joined ISIS when its fighters took over the city in 2014. Their families had 
intended that they marry, but once he became an ISIS fighter, Suad said, she and her 
parents informed him that they no longer wanted the union to take place. But on a 
morning in January 2016, he arrived at her home with his brother and cousin and 
demanded that Suad marry him or he would kill her parents. Her family acquiesced to 
this threat, and her cousin took her to his home where he forced her to marry him and 
raped her. She became pregnant. After eight months, Suad said, she escaped in the 
middle of the night and fled with her parents to Kirkuk. She gave birth a month later, but 

the baby boy died four days later, she said. 
 
Fawzia 
 
Fawzia, 45, is from Daquq but was living in Hawija when, in early 2015, ISIS fighters 
approached her husband and asked him to act as a spy in their neighborhood. He refused 
and was detained for 10 days beginning on February 7, 2016, in a village outside the 
city, escaping immediately after he was released. Fawzia said that three ISIS fighters 
occupied her house for three days during this period, put her two children under house 
arrest, and forced them to stay in one room. She said that she saw ISIS fighters bring a 
different girl each day to the adjacent room for about an hour. She said she was able to 
see the girls when the door to her room was open. She estimated that they were about 
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16 and said she heard them crying through the wall. She believed the fighters had 
sexually assaulted the girls. 
 
After the three days, Fawzia said she told the fighters to stop bringing girls to her house. 

One of them hit her with his hand and the butt of his gun, and said that their leader 
would come and marry her. They also warned her that if she tried to escape to Kirkuk, 
ISIS operatives in the city would find and kill her. On the fourth morning, during the 5 
a.m. prayer, when all the ISIS fighters were at the local mosque, Fawzia fled with her 
children to Kirkuk. She broke down into tears as she completed her story: 
 
When I arrived at the first Peshmerga checkpoint, I was so scared that they [ISIS] would 
find out I had escaped that I didn’t register myself. I am so scared here in Kirkuk that I 
have spent the last year staying inside my relatives’ house. I don’t even leave to go to 
the store, and if I must leave, I spend the whole time looking over my shoulder. They 
might know where I live and come kill me. 
 
Mariam 
 

Mariam, 25, said that in March 2016, her husband fled Hawija, fearing possible execution 
because he was a former policeman. Three days later, she said, about 20 ISIS fighters 
found her at home with her daughter and dragged them outside, hitting her head and 
shoulders. The ISIS fighters blew up her home, forcing her to watch as punishment for 
her husband’s escape. She moved in with her brother-in-law, she said, but within a few 
days two ISIS fighters arrived and told her she was an apostate because her husband 
fled, but that she was still young and had to marry one of them. She agreed, telling them 
to come the following day, and went into hiding that night. Over the next three months, 
Mariam said, she moved repeatedly. She unsuccessfully tried to escape the area three 
times but finally fled with her 3-year-old daughter to Kirkuk. 
 
Hanan 
 
Hanan, 26, said she tried to escape from Hawija on April 21, 2016, with her children and 

about 50 women and four men from several Sunni families. Her husband had fled several 
weeks earlier. She said ISIS fighters arrested the group in Qayyarah, 65 kilometers 
north, and took them to an abandoned house, where they locked the women and their 
children in a room. On the first day, Hanan said, an ISIS guard took her and her 
daughter, 8, and sons, 6 and 3, to a separate room. ISIS fighters told her she was an 
apostate because her husband had fled ISIS-controlled territory and that she needed to 
remarry the local ISIS leader. She said, “Kill me, because I refuse to do that.” 
 
The fighters blindfolded her, beat her with plastic cables, and suspended her by her arms 
for some time – she could not estimate how long – in front of her children. Then they 
took her down, took off the blindfold, and one of the fighters raped her in front of her 
children: 
 

The same guy raped me every day for the next month without a blindfold, always in front 
of my children. My daughter suffers from an intellectual disability so she doesn’t really 
understand what she saw, but my older son brings it up often. I don’t know what to do. 
 
She said that the other women were taken out of the communal room, sometimes daily, 
other times less often, and that one of them, from Hajj Ali who had an 11-month-old 
daughter, had told her that another fighter was raping her and that he was going to force 
her to marry him. She suspected that all the other women were being raped as well. 
 
A month after she was captured, Hanan’s father was able to locate her and gave ISIS a 
car and paid US$500 for her release, she said. He was forced to sign a document stating 
that if she escaped ISIS-controlled territory, he would be killed. The ISIS fighter who had 
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been raping her said he wanted to marry her, but she and her father refused, she said. 
In January 2017, she said, she escaped with the rest of her family to Kirkuk. She said 
she did not know what happened to the other women, but heard from the woman from 
Hajj Ali’s family that she had been forced to marry her rapist. 

 
Karima 
 
Karima, 17, said she fled Hawija toward Kirkuk with 16 family members in June 2016. As 
they left Hawija, an ISIS sniper shot her mother in the neck, killing her. Most of her 
family members escaped but ISIS fighters captured Karima and her brothers, ages 6, 11, 
and 13, and held them in an abandoned home near Hawija without food and with very 
little water. They were interrogated about their father, a former Iraqi policeman who was 
able to flee earlier. Her captors hit her and her 13-year-old brother once each with a gun 
butt to the shoulder during an interrogation, she said. After three days, they were 
released and escaped to Kirkuk. 
 
Aisha 
 

Aisha, 25, said she tried to escape Hawija in October 2016 with her family and two other 
families. While they were waiting for smugglers to show them a safe route, she said, ISIS 
fighters appeared and opened fire on them, shooting her 6-year-old son in his back. She 
said that the men in the group escaped, but the ISIS fighters rounded up all five women, 
hitting Aisha with gun butt on her shoulder. The ISIS fighters took her son to a Hawija 
hospital and locked up the women in a room in an abandoned house about a 30-minute 
drive away. 
 
She said that three female ISIS guards came and lashed each woman 65 times with a 
thin cane, saying that if they even winced, they would get more lashes. Aisha said ISIS 
held her for 12 days and was only released after her family paid about US$2,000. The 
other women were still there, and she does not know what happened to them. 
 
She rushed to the hospital and found her son, who had survived four operations, and 

finally escaped Kirkuk with her son. She showed Human Rights Watch her son’s wounds. 
 

USA: Child marriage is legal in New York — but this bill 

aims to stop it 

By Meghan Werft 
 
Global Citizen (15.02.2017) - http://glblctzn.me/2mkBfOC - Just a few years ago in the 
state of New York, a 14-year-old girl legally married a 26-year-old man.  

It was, without question, child marriage — an issue that the United Nations says is a 

flagrant human rights violation. But marriage at the age of 14 is legal in New York and 
many other states in the US, provided the parents and a court give their permission. 

One lawmaker in New York is hoping to change that law and make it impossible for 
children to get married at an age that makes them vulnerable to sexual abuse and 
domestic violence.  

Amy Paulin, Democratic Assemblywoman for New York’s 88th District, introduced a bill to 
the New York State Assembly that would prohibit marriage under the age of 17 and 
require court permission for marriages of anyone under 18.  

http://glblctzn.me/2mkBfOC
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"I can't even begin to imagine the physical, psychological and emotional traumas these 
children have suffered," said Paulin. "We must safeguard the health, safety and welfare 
of our children, who are the future of our society."  

Paulin introduced the bill following a campaign by child rights activists who released a 
stunt video of a child marriage in Times Square last year that, amassed 15 million views 
on YouTube and shocked New Yorkers. The sad reality is that child marriage does occur 
in New York and throughout the US, legally. 

Nearly 4,000 teenagers were married, legally, in New York between 2000 and 2010 
according to Human Rights Watch. Not far from the video above, an astonishing 84% of 

child marriages in New York were between girls under 18, and adult men.  

Laws have been slow to change partly because of outdated belief that marriage can be a 
solution to teen pregnancy, or fear of infringing on religious freedoms. However, young 
marriages have higher rates of divorce, cases of poverty, and negatively impact girls’ 
mental health and access to education — to name just a few counterarguments.   

“Child pregnancy should trigger alarm bells, not wedding bells,” said Marlena Hartz, 
spokesperson for the Tahirih Justice Center, a legal council group that advocates for 
eliminating parental permission clauses that allow child marriage in the US.  

New York is one of five states, including Alaska, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, North 
Carolina, that allow child marriage via parental loopholes for children as young as 14.  

Though rare, child marriage is much more common than you might think in the US, 
especially in Southern states. In West Virginia and Texas, 7 out of 1,000 youth age 15-17 
are married.  

In New York, four of every 1,000 teens between the ages of 15 and 17 are married, 
according to Pew Research Center. Girls are also more likely to be married at a young 
age than boys in the US. 
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In the vast majority of states - 44 of them - the legal marriage age with parental 
permission is 16 years old. But in the states that have exceptions, the age can be much, 
much lower.  

In New Hampshire and Massachusetts, kids can get married as soon as they turn 13.  

In Virginia girls can be married at 13 if they are pregnant. There were four cases of 
marriage of 13-year-olds and 24 cases of legal marriage of 14-year-olds in the state 

between 2004-2014 according to Maribeth Brewster, a spokesperson for the Virginia 
Department of Health. 

"I think that we can’t know what all the stories are behind those statistics, but I can tell 
you that when you have someone, an adolescent that young, there is a greater likelihood 
that the parents are coercing them to get married and it is not of their own free will,” 
said Jeanne Smoot, a senior council for TJS.  

As Smoot points out, at 14, a child is very much still a minor incapable of making their 
own decisions, and it is the responsibility of the law to step in and stand up for the rights 
of all vulnerable children.  

Tanzania, the Gambia, and Zimbabwe have all taken steps to close loopholes in child 
marriage in the law in recent years. It’s time for the US to follow suit.  

Fortunately, New York lawmakers are now one step closer to protecting young girls and 
boys that, with hope, will spark change across the US. 
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TANZANIA: Girls forced out of school by rampant sexual 

abuse and discrimination 

Tanzanian girls face endemic issues of corporal punishment and sexual 
harassment by teachers say campaigners. 

 
By Elsa Buchanan 
 
International Business Times (14.02.2017) - http://bit.ly/2ltQ5Dq - Despite education 
being a national priority for successive Tanzanian governments since independence in 

1961, impunity for teachers sexually abusing girls and discriminatory policies against 
girls force tens of thousands out of school each year, human rights campaigners have 
warned. 
 
In 2015, Tanzania made the positive decision to implement a free education policy for 
secondary education. However, a number of other barriers prevent 40% of Tanzania's 
adolescents – 1.5 million children – from attending secondary school, including financial 
reasons, a lack of secondary schools in rural areas, a leaving exam that limits access to 
secondary school, discriminatory policies and widespread abuse. 
 
Introduced to fight "immorality", the current government policy allows for the automatic 
expulsion of visibly pregnant or married girls – child brides married before they are 18 – 
and girls who are tested positive for pregnancy. 
 

"There's a very conservative estimate that 8,000 girls drop out of school annually 
because of teenage pregnancies – but some NGOs think it's much higher. When you add 
that, it's a really big percentage of girls who are already underrepresented in secondary 
education and are pushed out of the system," Elin Martínez, children's rights researcher 
at Human Rights Watch (HRW) told IBTimes UK. 
 
Martínez recently visited Mwanza, Shinyanga, and Tabora regions in northwestern 
Tanzania, the latter being two regions with the highest prevalence of child marriage, 
teenage pregnancies and HIV rates in adolescents. There, nearly 60% of 20 to 24-year-
old women are married by the age of 18 and 23% of adolescents aged 15-19 are 
pregnant or already have children. 
 
Since 2013, the Tanzanian government has would consider adopting a policy for schools 

to not expel girls and in November 2016 it said the question was still in discussion and 
that it would soon be signed off. According to Martínez, the government is yet to make it 
official. The issue thereafter will be how to monitor the policy and its parameters are 
actually enforced as there is a lot of discretion at school level, where the head teacher 
can interpret the policy in his or her own way. 
 
The issue of teenage pregnancies is further compounded by the endemic issue of corporal 

punishment and sexual harassment, with girls describing caning or beating to buttocks 
and breasts. 
 
"There is widespread sexual harassment in schools by male teachers, or often male 
teachers persuade girls into sexual relationships that often, for some girls, ends up in 
pregnancies, and therefore means they will be expelled," she added. 
 

In a school in rural Shinyanga, some ten girls confessed that one male teacher in their 
school was causing girls to drop out. "A girl recently dropped out because she had been 
raped by the teacher, and there had been no action [to hold him accountable or 
prosecute him]. We heard of a very large number of girls who were exposed to him," 
Martínez explained. 

http://bit.ly/2ltQ5Dq
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"It also means that a lot of girls decide to drop out of school because they no longer want 
to put up with a male teacher seducing them or courting them into sexual relationships." 
 

According to the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), there is a pattern of this issue 
across Tanzania, where there are often no mechanisms for children to report any form of 
abuse, whether it is corporal punishment or sexual abuse. In the cases where girls had 
reported this, they had not been taken seriously by teachers or officials, HRW confirmed. 
"Often the girl drops out, and the teacher remains in the school, or is shifted to another 
school without any investigation or prosecution." 
 
Girls living far away from schools face the risk sexual exploitation on their way to 
schools. "Adult men offer them rides, money for transport or food in exchange for sex. 
That is a huge problem." 
 
HRW urged the government to tackle the issue by recognising the widespread pattern 
and demonstrate their commitment towards ending the abuse in schools. 
 

Challenges of education in Tanzania in numbers 
 

 Tanzania has one of the world's youngest populations, with 43% under age 15 
 Education has been a national priority for successive Tanzanian governments 

since independence in 1961 
 22% of the 2016-2017 budget allocated for education – representing TZS4.77tn 

(£1.7bn, $2.1bn) 
 Since 2005, the government has taken important steps to increase access to 

secondary education, including by committing to build secondary schools in every 
administrative ward 

 In some remote and rural areas of the country, students still have to travel up to 
25km to school 

 One in every five children are not in primary school 
 Two out of five children of lower-secondary school age are out of school 

 

RUSSIA: Russian city sees domestic violence incidents 

double after Putin decriminalises beatings 

Between 12,000-14,000 Russian women are killed every year because of 
domestic abuse. 

 
By Fiona Keating 
 
International Business Times (11.02.2017) - http://bit.ly/2lgoaZV - Reports of domestic 
violence have increased by 133% in Yekaterinburg – the fourth largest city in Russia – 
after President Putin approved a law that reduces punishments for spousal or child abuse 
to a misdemeanour. 
 
Police in Yekaterinburg responded to 350 incidents about domestic assaults every day, 
compared with 150 before the change in the legislation. 
 
"Before, people were afraid of criminal charges – this acted as some kind of safety 

barrier," Yevgeny Roizman, the mayor of Yekaterinburg told Russian media, according to 
the Times. "People got the impression that before it wasn't allowed, but now it is." 
 
Between 12,000-14,000 Russian women are killed every year because of domestic 
abuse, stated Rossiskaya Gazeta, the Russian government's official newspaper. 

http://bit.ly/2lgoaZV
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"The reporting is very low. It is a very concealed issue," says Marina Pisklakova, head of 
ANNA, a Moscow-based charity which has been fighting for improved support for victims 
of domestic violence. "But things are changing; there is not as much denial as there 

was." 
 
According to Russian state statistics agency, there were 49,579 crimes in 2015 involving 
violence in the family, with 35,899 involving violence against a woman. 
 
Under the new law, assaults that are categorised as "minor harm" such as "small 
abrasions, bruises, superficial wounds, and soft-tissue damage" are now a 
misdemeanour. They are punishable by 15 days in prison or a $500 fine, according to the 
Moscow Times. Previously, punishment for domestic abuse carried a maximum sentence 
of two years in jail. 
 
In the State Duma, the bill was passed virtually unanimously, with 380 deputies voting 
for the legislation, with only three voting against. Yelena Mizulina, the ultra-conservative 
MP who introduced the bill, called the previous punishments for domestic violence 

"absurd". 
 
Amnesty International responded to the change in the law saying: "Russia is far behind 
global developments to protect victims of domestic violence, having very scarce 
measures in place, such as government-funded shelters, effective practices of protection 
orders or police officers trained in how to respond to reports about abuse and protect 
victims. 
 
"Russian authorities must scrap this abusive legislation and put together a 
comprehensive package of measures to address the vast scale of domestic violence in 
Russia once and for all." 
 
The UN's Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women 
Committee (CEDAW has previously condemned Russia for its failure to take actions in 

addressing the issue of domestic violence. 
 
Further reading: 
EU criticizes russia decriminalizing some forms of domestic violence 
Russian newspaper tells domestic violence victims they should be ‘proud of their bruises’ 
 

WORLD: Why 'Medicalization' of FGM is a serious threat 

to women 

By Emma Batha 
 
Global Citizen (06.02.2017) - http://glblctzn.me/2k5UsXE - A growing trend for midwives 
and nurses to carry out female genital mutilation (FGM) is undermining global efforts to 
eradicate the internationally condemned practice, experts have warned. 

Morissanda Kouyate head of the Inter-African Committee on Traditional Practices called 
for courts to get tough on health workers convicted of carrying out FGM. 

He also urged professional medical and health associations to expel members who 
repeatedly perform FGM. 

http://www.eurasiareview.com/09022017-eu-criticizes-russia-decriminalizing-some-forms-of-domestic-violence/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=flipboard
http://heatst.com/culture-wars/russian-newspaper-tells-domestic-violence-victims-they-should-be-proud-of-their-bruises/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=flipboard
http://glblctzn.me/2k5UsXE
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"Medicalization is one of the biggest threats against the program to eliminate FGM," 
Kouyate told the Thomson Reuters Foundation by phone from Rome ahead of 
international FGM awareness day on Monday. 

He called for countries to revise their laws on FGM to make clear that health 
professionals convicted of offences should face the maximum sentences allowed under 
the legislation. 

An estimated 200 million girls and women worldwide have undergone FGM, which usually 
involves the partial or total removal of the female genitalia and can cause a host of 
serious health problems. 

Speaking at a global conference on FGM in Rome last week, Kouyate said medicalization 
was an unfortunate result of early efforts to tackle FGM, which had focused on the health 
risks. 

The ancient ritual – practiced in at least 27 African countries and parts of Asia and the 
Middle East – is usually carried out by traditional cutters, often using unsterilized blades 
or knives. 

In some cases, girls can bleed to death or die from infections. Later on, FGM can cause 
fatal childbirth complications. 

Kouyate said growing awareness of the risks had lead parents to take their daughters to 
clinics. 

The trend had been encouraged by "the open arms approach" of many health workers 
who saw FGM as a source of income. 

Medicalization is widespread in Egypt, Sudan, Guinea, Kenya, Nigeria and Yemen, 
according to U.N. data. In Egypt and Sudan, FGM is also carried out by doctors, Kouyate 
said. 

Laws flouted 

Campaigners and officials at the conference repeatedly voiced concerns over 
medicalization which they said served to legitimize the practice. 

Kouyate, a doctor from Guinea where FGM is almost universal, described FGM as "the 

greatest violation of a woman's rights". 

"The time has come to call a spade a spade – it is mutilation," he told the conference. 

Unlike traditional cutters, he said health workers fully understood the implications of 
cutting the genitals. 

"Whatever the size of the cut it's wrong. It has to be stopped and it has to be 
prosecuted," he added. 

Most African countries affected by FGM have banned the ritual but laws are usually poorly 
enforced. 

"We have a law, but everything else is missing," Senegalese parliamentarian Aminata 
Diallo said. "The problem is nobody reports the situation." 

She said she was pushing for a law that would make it a crime to fail to report FGM. 
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Many judges were scared of handling FGM cases, Diallo said, following a trial in 2004 in 
which a judge was attacked and left paralyzed. 

Campaigners said families often circumvented laws by crossing borders to have their girls 

cut. 

Parents were also carrying out the ritual in secret late at night and increasingly getting 
their daughters cut as babies or toddlers to minimize the risk of detection. 

The head of Kenya's FGM prosecution unit, Christine Nanjala, said they had handled 76 
cases since 2014. 

But she said there were ethical dilemmas, particularly where adult women had asked to 
undergo FGM. "Do you treat them as victims or criminals?" she asked. 
 

MYANMAR: Human Rights Watch accuses Myanmar 

soldiers of 'systematic' sex abuse of Rohingya 

By Esther Htusan 
 
The Globe and Mail (06.02.2017) - https://tgam.ca/2kwOR81 - A human rights group 
urged Myanmar’s government on Monday to back an independent international 
investigation into alleged abuses by security forces against members of the Muslim 

Rohingya ethnic minority, including the reported systematic use of sexual violence. 
 
U.S.-based Human Rights Watch said in a statement that soldiers and Border Guard 
Police took part in rape, gang rape, invasive body searches and sexual assaults while 
conducting counter-insurgency operations in the western state of Rakhine from October 
through mid-December. 

 
The estimated 1 million Rohingya face official and social discrimination in Buddhist-
majority Myanmar, also known as Burma. Most do not have citizenship and are regarded 
as illegal immigrants from Bangladesh, even when their families have lived in Myanmar 
for generations. Communal violence in 2012 forced many to flee their homes, and more 
than 100,000 still live in squalid refugee camps. 
 
“The sexual violence did not appear to be random or opportunistic, but part of a co-
ordinated and systematic attack against Rohingya, in part because of their ethnicity and 
religion,” Human Rights Watch said. 
 
“These horrific attacks on Rohingya women and girls by security forces add a new and 
brutal chapter to the Burmese military’s long and sickening history of sexual violence 
against women,” said Priyanka Motaparthy, the group’s senior emergencies researcher. 

“Military and police commanders should be held responsible for these crimes if they did 
not do everything in their power to stop them or punish those involved.” 
 
Myanmar’s military has long been accused of human rights abuses against members of 
the country’s other ethnic minorities, often while conducting counterinsurgency 
operations. 
 
The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights made similar allegations in a 
detailed report released Friday. Other human rights groups have also criticized the 
treatment of Rohingya civilians. 
 

https://tgam.ca/2kwOR81
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The U.N. agency report, based on interviews with more than 200 Rohingya who fled to 
neighbouring Bangladesh, said the violence against the Rohingya has been widespread 
and seemingly systematic, involving killings, enforced disappearances, torture, rape and 
other sexual violence, arbitrary detention and deportation, “indicating the very likely 

commission of crimes against humanity.” 
 
It said of the 101 women interviewed, “more than half reported having suffered rape or 
other forms of sexual violence.” 
 
Human Rights Watch said Myanmar authorities “have taken no evident steps to seriously 
investigate allegations of sexual violence or other abuses reported by non-governmental 
organizations” and has tried instead to discredit them. 
 
“The government should stop contesting these rape allegations and instead provide 
survivors with access to necessary support, health care, and other services,” Motaparthy 
said. 
 
A spokesman for the Myanmar president’s office could not be reached for comment. The 

government has consistently denied abuses and has blocked independent journalists and 
aid workers from visiting the military’s operation zone in northern Rakhine. 
 
The government launched what it called “area clearance operations” in northern Rakhine 
after attacks on border police killed nine officers. It blamed a little-known Muslim 
insurgent group for the attacks. 
 
Friday’s U.N. human rights report said the military operations launched in October “have 
likely resulted in several hundred deaths and have led to an estimated 66,000 people 
fleeing into Bangladesh and 22,000 being internally displaced.” 
 

SAUDI ARABIA: Saudi Arabia Women's Day: Saudi 
women fight against the odds to celebrate first Women's 

Day 

The three-day gathering for the celebration was held at the King Fahd Cultural 
Centre in the capital of Riyadh. 

 
By Namrata Tripathi  
 
International Business Times (06.02.2017) - http://bit.ly/2k627Fz - Saudi Arabia 
celebrated its first Women's Day during a three-day gathering at King Fahd Cultural 
Centre in the capital of Riyadh. It comes as a big surprise from an Islamic kingdom that's 
ultra-conservative and where women are not allowed to have many liberties like driving a 
car. 

 
The three-day gathering featured speakers, who talked about women's rights in the 
Saudi kingdom and advocated an end to the prevalent male guardianship system in the 
country. 
 
Reports state that the female members of the Saudi royal family also attended the event 

and Princess Al-Jawhara bint Fahd Al-Saud hosted a discussion on women's roles in 
education. 
 

http://bit.ly/2k627Fz
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"We want to celebrate the Saudi woman and her successful role, and remind people of 
her achievements in education, culture, medicine, literature and other areas," 
Mohammed Al-Saif, a spokesman for the centre, told Arab News. 
 

The country has a bad reputation when it comes to women's rights. Saudi Arabia ranked 
134 out of 145 countries for gender equality last year, according to World Economic 
Forum's 2015 Global Gender Gap report. It is the only country in the world where women 
are not allowed to drive any vehicle and cannot get a driving licence. 
 
The law says that all women must have a male guardian who can give them permission 
to travel abroad, to study and even to marry. They cannot do any of these things without 
male guidance. 
 
According to a Human Rights Watch report on male guardianship, woman's life is 
controlled by a man from birth until death in Saudi Arabia. Women have fought long and 
hard in the country for their rights and there have been limited reforms to the outdated 
laws over the years to reduce the male control over women. 
 

The reforms from 2009 to 2013 allowed women to work without seeking any male's 
permission and made domestic abuse an offence, the report stated. 
 

TURKEY: Report reveals 38 women killed in Turkey in 

January 

Turkish Minute (05.02.2017) - http://bit.ly/2kpczrQ - A report released by the Stop the 
Murder of Women Platform has shown that a total of 38 women became the victims of 
domestic violence in Turkey in January. 
 
Most of the murders took place in the western province of İzmir, where six women were 

killed, followed by İstanbul, Balıkesir, Trabzon and Şanlıurfa, where three women were 
murdered in each province. 
 
The platform said it could not determine whether all of the murdered women had state 
protection but said 8 percent of the women killed in January died while they trying to 
protect another woman. 
 

“These data clearly show that women are not protected by the state. Thirty-one percent 
of the women were killed because they wanted to divorce, end a relationship or simply 
because they wanted to make a decision regarding their lives,” the platform said in its 
report. 
 
Women’s rights organizations have for years been trying to raise awareness about the 
rise in violence against women that has taken place in the last decade. 
 
According to local reports, between 2003 and 2010 there had been a 1,400 percent 
increase. 
 
Many women think that this is linked to the policies or rhetoric of the governing Justice 
and Development Party (AKP) in Turkey, which has its roots in political Islam and has 
been in power since 2002. 

 
Other reading: 
İHD Report: Human rights abuses systematically grew in Turkey following failed coup 
 

http://bit.ly/2kpczrQ
http://turkeypurge.com/ihd-report-human-rights-abuses-systematically-grew-in-turkey-following-failed-coup
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LEBANON - SYRIA: New study finds child marriage rising 

among most vulnerable Syrian refugees 

United Nations Population Fund (31.01.2017) - http://bit.ly/2jSY0s7 - An alarming rise in 
child marriages has been seen among the most vulnerable Syrian refugee populations in 
Lebanon, according to a newly completed survey conducted by UNFPA, the American 
University of Beirut and Sawa for Development and Aid. 

The survey covered some 2,400 refugee women and girls living in Western Bekaa, and 
found that more than a third of those surveyed between the ages of 20 and 24 had been 
married before reaching age 18. 

Among refugee girls currently between ages 15 and 17, some 24 per cent are married. 

Before the devastating conflict erupted in Syria, child marriage was significantly less 
common among Syrians. Estimates vary, but some show child marriage rates to be four 
times higher among Syrian refugees today than among Syrians before the crisis. This 
indicates that displacement, instability and poverty are driving the underage marriages. 

Even some of the data collectors, who were selected from the community being 
surveyed, are struggling with the pressure to marry off their daughters. 

“I am convinced that no girl should get married before the age of 18. But when it comes 
to reality, it is different,” said Iman*, a Syrian refugee who was one of the data 

collectors. 

She explained that, as a widow and the sole breadwinner for her family, she has trouble 
supporting her three children and ageing father. 

“For this, reason my cousin, out of his good heart, wanted to help out by getting engaged 
to my daughter and supporting us financially,” she said. 

Her daughter is 15. 

Awareness needed 

The survey was conducted in August and September 2016 in Bar Elias, Kab Elias and 
Marj, areas in Western Bekaa selected because of their large refugee populations and 
high levels of vulnerability. 

The survey showed that school enrolment declined among girls as they aged. At age 9, 
over 70 per cent of surveyed girls were enrolled in school; at age 16, less than 17 per 
cent were. Girls with less education are more vulnerable to becoming child 
brides, reports have indicated. 

Among all surveyed women aged 20 to 24, nearly 35 per cent were married before 
reaching 18 years old. Another way to look at the figures – as a percentage of married 
women – shows that 47 per cent of married women, ages 20 to 24 years old, were child 
brides. 

The study also had clear recommendations for addressing the trend. For example, it 

called for improving school enrolment among girls, especially as they transition into 
secondary school, and for better enforcement of policies barring child marriage. 

It also recommended raising awareness of the consequences of early marriage among 
refugee communities. These consequences include an increased risk of pregnancy-related 

http://bit.ly/2jSY0s7
http://www.unfpa.org/child-marriage
http://www.unfpa.org/end-child-marriage
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complications for girls, as well as worse health and economic outcomes for themselves 
and their children. 

Such information can be powerful. 

"Because of what I have learned and experienced, it is impossible for me to let my 
daughter get married at an early age," said one parent who learned about child marriage 
from a UNFPA-supported outreach programme in the southern city of Saida. 

Youth reject child marriage 

These outreach programmes are engaging parents, community leaders, health-care 
workers and others. UNFPA is also supporting safe spaces, legal counselling and 
psychosocial care for vulnerable women and girls, including those affected by early 
marriage. 

Young people are also being empowered to advocate for change. Through the UNFPA-
supported Y-Peer programme, youth – including refugees – are spreading the word about 

the harms of child marriage to their friends and peer networks. 

Youth leaders have been eager to take on the challenge. 

“It is up to us to spread awareness on its negative effects to our family and friends,” said 
Sara, part of a peer education programme in Baalbek. 

“When I saw my cousin getting married at the age of 15, my heart ached,” said 
Mohamad [not the Mohamad pictured], who received peer education in Beirut. “The man 
should be buying her toys instead of a wedding dress.” 

*Names changed to protect privacy 

 

UK: MP Nusrat Ghani bids to ban 'honour killing' term 

An MP is attempting to ban authorities from describing murders as "honour 
killings". 

 

BBC (31.01.2017) - http://bbc.in/2kUbnIA - Conservative Nusrat Ghani said the term 
was used by abusers as a "pathetic self-justification" for their violence. 

She proposed a bill in the House of Commons that would ban the use of the description in 
official publications. 

The move would make it clear that "cultural and religious sensitivities are not a barrier to 

justice", the MP for Wealden in East Sussex said. 

There is no specific offence of "honour-based" violence. 

The Crown Prosecution Service describes it as a "collection of practices, which are used 
to control behaviour within families or other social groups to protect perceived cultural 
and religious beliefs and/or honour". 

'Clear message' 

http://bbc.in/2kUbnIA
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Ms Ghani said police had been put off investigating such crimes because they fear being 
branded "racist". 

"Language matters," she told the Commons. 

"The use of the term 'honour' to describe a violent criminal act - sometimes committed 
against a man, but more often against a woman - can be explained only as a means of 
self-justification for the perpetrator. 

"It diminishes the victim and provides a convenient excuse for what in our society we 
should accurately and simply call murder, rape, abuse or enslavement. 

"I want us in this House to send a clear message that the excuses end here." 

Her Crime (Aggravated Murder of and Violence against Women) Bill would also require 
the UK authorities to fund assistance for British women attacked in other countries and 
for the bodies of those murdered to be repatriated. 

UK nationals guilty of such offences towards other UK nationals overseas would also face 
prosecution in British courts, her bill states. 

MPs agreed the bill should be able to proceed, although Conservative MP Philip Davies - 
who said it was too focused on women and did not mention honour crime towards men - 
objected. 

Mr Davies said he would continue to oppose legislation "unjustifiably aimed at dealing 
with just one gender", adding: "Yes, of course women are far more likely to be the 
victims of honour-based crimes than men, but they are not exclusively the victims of 
these crimes. 

"As far as I am concerned, all these things are just as bad as each other." 

The bill will be heard again on 24 March, although it is unlikely to become law without the 
government's support. 
 

AFGHANISTAN: Maternal death rates in Afghanistan may 

be worse than previously thought 

Unpublished research from the UN Population Fund suggests the country’s 
maternal mortality figures may be higher than reported 

 
By Sune Engel Rasmussen  
 

The Guardian (30.01.2017) - http://bit.ly/2kQrN4X - For years, declining death rates 
among pregnant women have been hailed as one of the great gains of foreign aid in 
Afghanistan. 
 
In reality, however, Afghan women dying in pregnancy or childbirth may be more than 
twice as high as numbers provided by donors would suggest. 
 

Since 2010, published figures have shown maternal mortality rates at 327 for every 
100,000 live births, a significant drop from 1,600 in 2002. Yet recent surveys give a 
different picture. 
 

http://bit.ly/2kQrN4X
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In one unpublished study, the Afghan government found an average level of maternal 
deaths between 800 and 1,200 for every 100,000 live births, according to aid workers in 
Kabul who have seen the research. 
 

If accurate, this would mean that women in Afghanistan – despite more than 15 years of 
international aid aimed at improving maternal mortality figures – may be dying from 
maternal complications at rates similar to those found in Somalia and Chad, and only 
surpassed by South Sudan. 
 
In another review, the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) found as many as 1,800 maternal 
deaths a year in the remote Afghan province of Ghor. Nine out of 11 provinces had 
higher death rates than the number normally used by donors. 
 
Both the UNFPA mortality numbers and the government’s own survey have yet to be 
released. A spokesman for the ministry of public health said the survey was not ready to 
be publicised yet, and declined to discuss findings. 
 
The country’s emphasis on training midwives in recent years is slowly building numbers. 

Yet, despite this improved capacity, driving up numbers of health personnel is only half 
the solution, according to Bannet Ndyanabang, UNFPA’s Afghanistan representative: 
“Training is not the only thing. They have to be deployed in the areas where they are 
needed. It doesn’t matter that you have health centres if they’re not staffed with skilled 
personnel. [Midwives and nurses] have to be given incentives to work in rural areas.” 
 
One reason for the discrepancy in the figures is a lack of reliable data. Collecting such 
information in Afghanistan is notoriously difficult. Worsening security prevents even 
officials from the ministry of public health, let alone foreigners, from travelling to rural 
areas. 
 
In a recent audit of $1.5bn (£1.2bn) donated by the US to Afghan healthcare, the Special 
Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction – the US congressional watchdog – 
criticised the use of unreliable data to prop up claims of progress in Afghanistan. 

 
According to Sigar, “missions are required to be transparent and communicate ‘any 
limitations in data quality so that achievements can be honestly assessed’. In all cases 
Sigar reviewed, USAid did not disclose data limitations.” 
 
Sigar said similarly selective data use lay behind USAid claims that life expectancy in 
Afghanistan has risen by 22 years. More recent surveys by the World Health Organization 
show relatively modest increases of six and eight years for men and women respectively. 
 
A USAid spokesperson said: “In Afghanistan, a country suffering from decades of conflict, 
reliable health and population data is scarce and difficult to obtain. USAid strives to use 
the best available data for programming decisions and invests to improve data quality for 
measuring progress. This commitment includes our continued support for independent 

nationwide surveys on the state of the health sector. These surveys, and the 
methodology they use, are publicly available.” 
 
More reliable data is available, however. 
 
While numbers used by international donors were based on samples from three of the 
360 districts in existence at the time, the UNFPA survey was much more extensive, 
covering 70% of households in 11 of the country’s 34 provinces. 
 
The UNFPA did not survey southern and eastern provinces, where rates are almost 
certainly high because conflict and poor infrastructure make healthcare inaccessible to 
millions of women. 



HRWF Women’s Rights & Gender Equality Newsletter    
 

 
In addition, a 2013 study by the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation at the 
University of Washington reported 885 annual maternal deaths in Afghanistan. According 
to the researchers, that was an increase of 24% on a decade earlier. 

 
In Afghanistan, reality often conflicts with official statistics. The UK government, for 
instance, claims that 85% of Afghans are now covered by basic health services. 
 
Yet, in a 2014 Médecins Sans Frontières report, four out of five Afghans said they did not 
use their closest public clinic because they believed the quality of services and availability 
of staff was so poor. According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs, 9 million Afghans are without access to basic health services. 
 
Healthcare has also been a key priority for the British government in Afghanistan, though 
it’s not clear exactly how much money goes specifically to reducing mortality among 
pregnant women. 
 
Since 2002, the UK has provided more than $1.7bn (£1.4bn) to the Afghanistan 

Reconstruction Trust Fund, which allocates a significant portion to healthcare. Healthcare 
for mothers is a key priority, the UK embassy in Kabul said. 
 
In a country where reliable data is so elusive, a stronger focus on monitoring progress, 
and further investment in it, is desperately needed, or the benefits of the large amount of 
aid going into healthcare will remain unclear. 
 
Other reading: 
Afghanistan: The Shame of Having Daughters 
 

CHINA: China’s 'bare branches’: Unmarried men stuck 

between tradition and capitalism 

The bitter fruit of the One Child Policy and the preference for sons is a female 
deficit of 20 million people in the coming decades for men of marrying age. 

 
By Xuan Li 
 

Scroll.in (29.01.2017) - http://bit.ly/2kQnck7 - Chinese New Year, or the Spring Festival, 
is a highlight in Chinese society. But for many young people, the joy of vacation and 
family reunion is mixed with questions from parents and relatives about their 
achievements in the past year, including about their relationships. 
 
This is a particularly stressful occasion for single men who – unless they choose to rent a 
fake partner or have a stroke of luck at the local marriage market – are forced to face 
the miserable fate of singlehood. 
 
These involuntary bachelors, who fail to add fruit to their family tree, are often referred 
to as “bare branches”, or guanggun. And the Chinese state has recently started to worry 
about the dire demographic trend posed by the growing number of bare branches. 
 
The 2010 national census data suggests that 24.7% Chinese men above the age of 15 

have never been married, while 18.5% of women in the same age group remain unwed. 
 
The disparity in marital status between the sexes is particularly large in younger age 
groups. According to the same data source, 82.4% of Chinese men between 20 and 29 
years of age have never been married, which is 15% more than women of the same age. 

https://iwpr.net/global-voices/afghanistan-shame-having-daughters?utm_medium=email&utm_source=flipboard
http://bit.ly/2kQnck7
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The gap is approximately 6% among those in their 30s and less than 4% for those in 
their 40s or older. 
 
Hiding in plain sight? 

 
China’s surplus of men is attributed, at least in part, to the family planning policy 
implemented in the country since 1979. The One Child Policy, coupled with the 
patriarchal tradition of son preference, has led many families to give up on their 
daughters. This has happened through gender-selective abortion, infanticide or by giving 
away girl children. 
 
The bitter fruit of the preference for sons is a female deficit of 20 million people in the 
coming decades for men of marrying age. 
 
But there is an argument that the sex birth ratio might not be as skewed as all that. It 
points out that many of the missing girls were unregistered at birth in official records. By 
examining multiple waves of census data, for example, researchers have found that 
millions of “hidden girls” turned up in later statistics. 

 
That being said, the extreme 118:100 sex birth ratio still points to huge pools of 
bachelors in China in the decades to come. 
 
What alarms the state is not the singleton status of these men, but their socioeconomic 
characteristics. China’s wealth is unequally distributed across the population, with 
particularly huge income gaps between urban and rural populations. 
 
As in most countries, men are expected to be the head and main provider for the family, 
and women are allowed and encouraged to “marry up” to males with resources. Caught 
between the patriarchal tradition and the widening social gap, Chinese men on the lower 
end of the socioeconomic ladder have a particularly hard time attracting brides. 
 
The “marriage squeeze” would not be so devastating for these bachelors had the Chinese 

government been thorough and persistent with its gender equality policy. Gender 
equality has been written in the constitution since 1954 and has been proudly promoted 
by the socialist state. 
 
New generations of Chinese women, who now make up 45% of the country’s workforce 
and are almost on par with their male compatriots in education enrolments, no longer 
need to be financially dependent on future husbands. They have the potential to shake 
rigid gender roles that require men to shoulder the economic burden alone. 
 
But the translation from educational attainment to earning power and equal status is not 
at all straightforward. The labour market in China has become increasingly hostile 
towards women in recent years and the gender gap in employment rate and income have 
expanded. 

 
Many young women – especially those without promising career prospects – are looking 
again to marriage as their once-in-a-lifetime chance for upward social mobility. This is 
reflected in the increasing dating costs and rocketing “bride wealth” that women request 
from their male partners, which further disadvantage impoverished men. 
 
Young men – economically disadvantaged and sexually frustrated – might eventually 
vent their anger through violence against others, thereby threatening public security and 
social stability. At least, that’s what the Chinese government fears. 
 
The conviction is not ungrounded. Social scientists argue that long-term bachelorhood 
not only compromises men’s well-being, but also puts hormone-fuelled, underprivileged 



HRWF Women’s Rights & Gender Equality Newsletter    
 

men at risk of gravitating towards aggression, as already observed in historical China and 
contemporary India. 
 
Easy targets 

 
Social gaps are so difficult to close that the Chinese authorities are firing at the easier 
target: women. 
 
Over the years, the Chinese state has tolerated sexist representations of women in high-
profile media outlets, put derogatory labels on unmarried women by calling them leftover 
and describing them as emotional and extreme, and curtailed women’s rights after 
divorce. 
 
But little is discussed in official channels about abandoned girls, domestic and 
international human trafficking, and supporting women in workplaces. 
 
Of course, not all bare branches are disadvantaged because of socioeconomic reasons. 
Homosexuality was formally decriminalised in China as recently as 1997 and removed 

from the list of mental illness in 2001. 
 
Still excluded from the institution of marriage or any civil union, many Chinese gay men 
either have to stay legally single or form a sham union – often with lesbians who have 
the same problem. But some choose to or have had to marry straight women, causing 
tremendous distress to both parties. 
 
No longer wanting to spend their lives alone or to deceive innocent straight women, 
Chinese gay men are starting on the long, hard fight for marriage equality. Victory is still 
a long way away; China abstained from voting on the UN resolution on the rights of LGBT 
people in 2011. And in June 2016, a Chinese court dismissed a gay couple’s lawsuit for 
their right to marriage. 
 
Despite the conservative stance of the government and the dominating power of capital, 

there are signs of progress. In a recent survey on relationship values conducted by 
Tencent.com – one of the leading internet companies in China – both male and female 
respondents listed individual space (32.8%) and real connections (24.6%) as their top 
requirements for starting a marriage. Only 9.3% males and 16.6% females put house 
and car as a requirement, suggesting a rejection of the purely materialistic model of 
marriage. 
 
Similarly, in a study on dating attitudes and expectations among Chinese college 
students, both sexes put “kind”, “loving”, “considerate” as the most desirable qualities in 
a romantic partner. 
 
If they play nice and work with women to push for gender equality, perhaps there’s hope 
for the bare branches yet. 

 

RUSSIA: Decriminalizing domestic violence in Russia 

The Russian parliament has passed a controversial law that decriminalizes some 
forms of domestic violence. First-time offenders need no longer fear criminal 

prosecution. 
 

By Yulia Vishnevetskaya and Roman Goncharenko 
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DW (27.01.2017) - http://bit.ly/2kpTXHh - A man who beats his wife, but manages to 
leave only bruises or abrasions, will no longer be guilty of a crime in Russia, rather 
simply an administrative offense. On Friday, Russia's lower house of parliament, the 
Duma, passed a controversial bill known as the "slapping law." If the upper house and 

President Vladimir Putin agree, then mild cases of domestic violence will be met with mild 
consequences. 

Among those who crafted the bill is Yelena Mizulina, a member of parliament for the Just 
Russia party who is known for her strong conservative views. Mizulina sees slapping as 
an "educational measure" and wants to do away with inequality. "If someone slaps an 
unruly child, they could face one or two years in prison," Mizulina said in parliament at 

the start of January. "But if a neighbor were to do that, all they face is an administrative 
offense." 

Thousands of victims of domestic violence 

Human rights advocate Anna Rivina, head of the project "Nasiliju.Net" (No to Violence) 
says there is a good reason for such inequality. "In a relationship between family 

members, the situation for the victim is much more difficult than when there is an 
altercation on the street," she said. "When the violence comes from a family member, 
you can't just go home and hide." 

The term "domestic violence" that is so widely used in the West does not exist in Russian 
law, even though the phenomenon itself is very widespread in the country. Around 40 
percent of all serious crimes occur within the confines of the family, said Rivina, citing 

police statistics. In 2013 alone, around 9,100 Russian women died as a consequence of 
domestic violence. Another 11,300 suffered severe injuries. And that's just the tip of the 
iceberg, Rivina says. 

Encouraging violence in the home? 

One woman who wishes to remain anonymous told DW about her own experience with 

domestic violence. "I called the police many times when my drunken husband would beat 
me or our children," she said. "Each time, I ended up writing a declaration against the 
introduction of criminal penalties." She says that it was her choice and that she only 
involved the police so that her husband would calm down faster. It worked, she says, 
adding that the new law won't change anything for her. 

But it will change things for Natalia Nusinova from Moscow. In 2014, the man she was 
living with hit her. He threatened to throw her out of their high-rise apartment. When she 
defended herself with a knife, she hurt her attacker. Now, she faces up to 10 years in 
prison for grievous bodily harm. She wants to see a law that is tougher on the 
perpetrators and that better protects the victims. 

Foreign criticism unwanted 

The new law hasn't just elicited criticism from human rights activists in Russia, but also 
abroad. After the first reading of the bill in parliament, the Secretary General of the 
European Council, Thorbjorn Jagland, sent a letter to the leaders of the Duma. He 
expressed his concern and called on them to protect women and children from domestic 
violence. Duma Chairman Vyacheslav Volodin rejected the letter as foreign interference 
in a domestic issue. He referred to a survey by the state opinion research institute 

WZIOM, which concluded that 60 percent of Russians supported more mild punishment 
for domestic violence. Most of those surveyed (79 percent) said they were against any 
form of violence within families. But every fifth respondent said it was acceptable under 
certain circumstances. 
 

http://bit.ly/2kpTXHh
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Read more: 
Russia should not decriminalise wife-beating 
 

INDIA – WORLD: Patriarchy doesn’t harm women alone 

If men are engaged in the process of empowering women and towards a 
gender-equitable, violence-free world, it will benefit both 

 
By Harish Sadani 

 
LiveMint.com (25.01.2017) - http://bit.ly/2kqMhEc - At least five or six cases of various 
forms of violence against girls and women from different cities are being reported every 
day since reports of the New Year’s eve incident in Bengaluru led to an outcry. Drawing 
attention to the seriousness of gender-based violence, there is a demand for stronger 
punishment for male offenders. But very little attention has been focused on what is 
being done to address the root cause of the issue. 
 
If men and their attitudes are “part of the problem”, can we address the problem 
effectively without involving men as “part of the solution”? In our vision of a gender-just 
society where there is peaceful coexistence of men and women, does a person belonging 
to the “oppressor” gender have a role? 
 

If yes, what would be that role? Are the empowerment and assertion of the oppressed 
and the sensitization and transformation of the powerful, mutually exclusive agendas? 
 
Gender issues, including gender-based violence, are seen largely as “women’s issues” by 
all concerned—a majority of policymakers, women’s groups, funding agencies and media. 
This approach insulates men from the process of transformation, reinforces masculine 
stereotypes and deepens the gender divide. 

 
Patriarchy disadvantages women but it also brings a set of behavioural norms and 
responsibilities that hinders men from expressing their pressures to perform in adherence 
with traditional notions of masculinity. Masculinity, in its current form, harms not only 
women but also men in the long run. Men cannot cry or express emotions freely, they 
have to be always winners/achievers, bread-earners, caretakers, etc. They have to 
perform at various stages from bedroom to boardroom. They cannot do household chores 

without the fear of being labelled “sissies”. 
 
If gender is a social construct, then men are not born violent and aggressive. It is faulty 
socialization and upbringing that promotes a macho image. Do we find alternatives to 
this model of masculinity? 
 
There may be umpteen examples of women as role models for girls who are growing up, 
but there is a woeful dearth of positive role models among men; role models who can 
embody a gender-sensitive society and engage adolescent boys and young men in the 
discourse. We have examples of sportsmen like Roger Federer who have expressed what 
“healthy relationships” mean to them personally, but when did we last hear sportsmen in 
India talking about gender? 
 
We need to address how men analyse perceptions of masculinity and create appropriate 

alternatives. But to do this, men must first feel the need to do so. Men can introspect on 
the existing dominant model of masculinity when they are able to relate to the issue; 
when they know the “costs” of increasing violence on women to them individually and 
socially. 
 

http://www.economist.com/news/leaders/21715670-why-are-we-even-having-argument-russia-should-not-decriminalise-wife-beating?utm_medium=email&utm_source=flipboard
http://bit.ly/2kqMhEc
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If men are involved in any intervention that seeks to stop or prevent violence against 
women, it may help in making the lives of women safer and healthier, but what’s in it for 
them? What are they going to get out of it? Unless this is answered seriously, we will not 
come up with any meaningful strategy of engaging men in the long term. 

 
A paradigm shift in looking at women’s issues as gender issues, which are equally men’s 
issues, is not going to be easy. With all our social sub-systems—family, religion, 
governance and media—reinforcing patriarchal, male-dominated attitudes, it will 
definitely be a process that will face periodic threats, hiccups and setbacks. 
 
Apart from addressing men as a group, it calls for simultaneous interventions with 
different groups of men. For instance, we need to address men in the police not just as 
law-enforcing agents but also as men. Similarly, we need to reach out to men in the 
corporate and healthcare sectors, in Parliament, male bureaucrats, male journalists, 
religious leaders, school and college teachers and administrators. 
 
A couple of token gender-sensitization programmes for these men is not going to change 
the male mindset. What is required is focused, long-term intervention with a clear vision 

and purpose of “process-oriented” work by all stakeholders. There has to be a pool of 
male facilitators in all sectors who can engage men in a gradual process of 
transformation and humanization. It calls for investment, financial and otherwise. 
 
The moot question is: Do we have a sizeable number of people who would like to invest 
their time and effort in engaging men towards addressing gender issues? Even if a 
handful of them do (like this writer, who has been working on the issue for 24 years), 
there is a dearth of people who would strengthen their efforts. 
 
If men are engaged in the process of empowering women and towards a gender-
equitable, violence-free world, it will benefit both. Men also would be liberated from the 
shackles of patriarchy. If they are liberated, their own lives would become humane, 
enriching and harmonious. 
 

Gender-based crimes against girls and women will increase in this neo-liberal society of 
ours in the coming years. What will change is only the nature and forms of violence. 
There will certainly be more crimes by minor boys. 
 
It would then be, perhaps, too late for all concerned to seriously examine the root cause 
of the problem. 
 

USA: Sexual assault in the time of Trump 

Eight years of progress and funding for programmes countering sexual violence 
against women are about to be undone. 

 
By Gina Benevento 
 
Al Jazeera (24.01.2017) - http://bit.ly/2jO6HF5 - "Affirmative consent, for those who 
don't know, is the idea that if you don't consent at every stage of a sexual encounter, it's 
rape. That means asking for every kiss and asking for every boob squeeze. It's almost as 
if feminists want everyone to remain celibate." 

 
These words were spoken last autumn to a packed auditorium of students at Auburn 
University in Alabama during a speech called How Feminism Hurts Women by Milo 
Yiannopoulos. 
 

http://bit.ly/2jO6HF5


HRWF Women’s Rights & Gender Equality Newsletter    
 

Yiannopoulos is senior editor for the far-right media outlet Breitbart News. The man who 
hired him is Stephen Bannon, ex-CEO of Breitbart News and President Donald Trump's 
chief strategist. Students didn't have to guess at Yiannopoulos' political affiliation: he 
addressed the students sporting a "Team Trump" jersey. 

 
On his tour of American universities, Yiannopoulos is often joined by Christina Hoff 
Sommers, who in 2014 wrote an article entitled Rape Culture is a Panic Where Paranoia, 
Censorship and False Accusations Flourish which appeared in Time magazine. Sommers 
has also written for A Voice for Men, considered a hate site by the Southern Law Poverty 
Center. 
 
Their viewpoints directly contradict the United States government's Department of 
Justice website, which states that 21 percent of female undergraduate students - 
approximately one in five - experience sexual assault while at university. 
 
Yiannopoulos and Sommers dismiss this number. They don't like similar statistics from 
the Center for Disease Control or the Association of American Universities either. 
 

They also don't like that former President Barack Obama and Vice President Joe Biden 
have been using this statistic to draw attention to - and to allocate resources for - 
campus rape. It angers them. 
 
Yiannopoulos and Sommers aren't alone. Behind them is a burgeoning men's rights 
movement who believe there is a vast and powerful women's lobby, backed by the White 
House, the National Organization for Women and rich female celebrities, among others. 
Their agenda? " It's about man-hating," Yiannopoulos says . 
 
And what is the most hateful thing that they do? They enacted legislation and support 
programmes to protect women. 
 
Eight years of progress 
 

In 1994, Biden (then a senator) authored the landmark Violence Against Women Act, still 
the primary legislation protecting American women. And when Biden joined Obama's 
team in 2008, he requested that his vice-presidential staff, in addition to the Justice 
Department, work on violence against women. 
 
The issue of campus rape seized Biden, who became a crusader. Like Yiannopoulos, he 
launched a university tour, but Biden's tour came out squarely on the side of young 
women. Speaking at the University of Pittsburgh, Biden said that prosecutors are still 
allowed to ask rape victims what they were wearing; "What difference does it make, 
what a woman was wearing? [...] No one, particularly a court of law, has the right to ask 
any of those questions," he said. 
 
With Biden's prodding, the White House issued tough new guidance regarding a 1972 law 

called Title IX: Universities would combat sexual assault on campus - or risk losing 
government funding. As of March 2016, 167 universities were under investigation for 
violating Title IX. 
 
A special White House Task Force to Protect Students from Sexual Assault was created, 
and a public campaign, "It's On Us", was launched. 
 
Reports of campus sexual assault increased, which legal experts and academics 
attributed to heightened awareness of the issue. United Educators, a company providing 
insurance services to 1,300 US colleges and universities, stated that sexual assault 
claims among its clients increased twofold from 2011 to 2013. 
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Referring to the past eight years, Lisa Maatz, vice president of the American Association 
of University Women, said: "We've had a perfect storm around campus sexual assault. 
Survivors coming forward at an unprecedented rate, an administration that took an 
interest, and the right staffing at the Education Department to start getting things done." 

 
But a new far-right universe has come to power in the White House, and whether you 
listen to Jeff Sessions, nominee for Attorney General, or examine leaked Trump team 
proposed budgets, funding for the Violence Against Women Act will cease. That means 25 
grants focused on "reducing domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and 
stalking by strengthening services for victims and holding offenders accountable" will 
disappear. 
 
And in scrapping The Violence Against Women Act, the new president, one who prides 
himself on being pro-police, will also be cutting grant programmes which teach law 
enforcement staff how to respond to domestic violence and sexual assault. 
 
Trump's convenient demonisation of immigrants, minorities and Muslims will mask a real 
epidemic of sexual violence against women - largely perpetrated by white, middle-class 

men. 
 
Think of the Vanderbilt University football players who gang-raped an unconscious young 
woman. Or former Stanford University swimmer, Brock Turner, found guilty of multiple 
felony counts including penetration of an unconscious person. 
 
"If you cannot consent because you are unconscious, it is rape. Period." said Biden. 
 
An invisible crime 
 
Brock Turner's father argued that his son shouldn't have been jailed "for 20 minutes of 
action". 
 
I suspect Brock Turner's father would say he can't see the damage. With a dead body the 

crime in undeniable. Unless there is a black eye or broken bones, the crime of rape isn't 
visible. Rape survivors can still be very pretty. 
 
I know that for a fact. A few months shy of 15, I was abducted, drugged, raped and left 
in darkness in a ditch in an Everglades swamp. When I returned to school a few days 
later, I looked like the same pretty teenager, green eyes and long curly hair, as before. 
 
I was quiet, very quiet - that was the only external sign. But inside everything - 
everything - had changed. My life became panic attacks, de-personalisation and suicidal 
thoughts so relentless that twice, for my own safety, I had to put myself into hospital. 
 
There weren't programmes like the ones implemented by the Violence Against Women 
Act available to me. There was nothing. 

 
Years later, during rape counselling at St Vincent's Hospital in New York, I would repeat 
endlessly to the therapist: "Why me? I never even kissed a boy." 
 
I'm a writer and still, after all these years, I can't find words for what was stolen from 
me. Almost no one in my life knows I was raped. Keeping it quiet somehow made me feel 
as if I could keep that young, trusting girl whose dream was to kiss a boy she liked … 
alive. She didn't deserve to die. 
 
And that's how almost all rape victims feel. 
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RUSSIA: Russian women denied protest against bill 

decriminalising domestic violence vow to keep fighting 

By Sofia Lotto Persio 
 
International Business Times (24.01.2017) - https://yhoo.it/2k2o6wa - As women's 
marches took over the streets of major cities on Saturday (21 January), a group of 
women in Russia are struggling to obtain permission to protest a bill that would 
decriminalise domestic violence. 
 

The organisers were seeking permission to hold a rally on 28 January in Moscow's 
Bolotnaya Square, a largely pedestrian area south of the Kremlin and the Red Square 
where a mass rally against President Vladimir Putin was held in 2012. They submitted 
their request on 17 January, ahead of the 10-day deadline for such requests and 
estimated around 1000 participants. 
 
The response from Moscow's mayoral office baffled them. It rejected the application 
stating: "There [were] no grounds for [organisers] to hold a public event with the 
declared number of participants." It also said that holding the event would interfere with 
the movement of pedestrians and vehicles across the city, "violating the rights of the 
citizens who are not participating in this event". 
 
The women had been prepared to encounter some form of resistance, considering the 
government's intolerance of opposition views, especially when expressed through public 

protests. "I can't say that we are surprised, but we did not expect that we will be 
interfered in the implementation of our constitutional rights in such an explicit form. We 
understood that everything possible would be done to make us keep silent but it was a 
surprise that government played unlawfully," one of the group's spokespersons, Maria 
Kogan, told IBTimes UK. "The fact that we have to ask permission for our constitutional 
right is sad in and of itself, and the reasons of denial are baseless." 
 
The organisers know their rights, as the three women who started the group were all 
students at Moscow State Academy of Law. The group grew to a core 16 members who 
started working organising a protest through Facebook and VKontakte (Russia's most 
popular social network), united by their feminist ideals and the desire to improve the 
status of women in their countries. 
 

The group is however fighting back. They are appealing against the mayor's rejection, as 
they were not offered an alternative place for the rally, as required under the law. They 
are also applying for a permit for a new rally, in Sokolniki park on 4 February. The park's 
location, in the northern part of Moscow is not ideal, as it would not get as much 
attention. "This is a common theme with all of the rallies now, they are pushed to the 
sides, away from the public eye," Kogan complained. "But the problem with this law is 
pretty obvious and, if the law get through, it may affect a lot of people, so I believe 

people will join us anyway, and anywhere". 
 
How the law would change 
 
The bill decriminalising domestic violence passed a first reading in the Russian parliament 
(Duma), on 11 January, with an overwhelming majority of 368 votes in favour, one 
against and one abstention. The bill was proposed by Yelena Mizulina, a conservative MP 

chair of the parliamentary committee on family issues. 
 
One of the main proponents of the "gay propaganda" laws, Mizulina first proposed the bill 
on 27 July. "Battery carried out toward family members should be an administrative 

https://yhoo.it/2k2o6wa
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offence. You don't want people to be imprisoned for two years and labelled a criminal for 
the rest of their lives for a slap," she said. 
 
The bill will undergo a second reading on 25 January. It would make domestic violence - 

defined as the beating of a relative - a civil offence, punishable with a fine of up to 
30,000 roubles (£405), arrest lasting between 10 or 15 days, or 60 to 120 hours of 
compulsory labour (which was introduced at the beginning of the year as an alternative 
to imprisonment). It would be treated as a criminal offence should the beating occur 
more than once a year, or if the crime was perpetrated as an act of hooliganism (which 
in Russian law encompasses any breach of public order) or is motivated by hatred or 
enmity. In this case, the punishment would be either compulsory labour or imprisonment 
up to two years. 
 
While some activists were sceptical about the law's chances of success, Kogan said their 
group is concerned: "It is possible that this law will be approved, that is why we are 
doing everything we can to be heard by the authorities." 
 
Organising the resistance 

 
In less than two weeks, the protest gathered more support than the organisers were 
expecting, but they also faced criticism. Some accused them of ignoring male victims of 
domestic violence, although the organisers never claimed the rally would be for women 
only. Others told them they misunderstood the law. "In the Russian media this law is 
called 'law about the slap'," Kogan explained, saying that people think it would prevent 
children from being taken away from their parents if they have some accidental bruises. 
Other critics told them that nobody would attend the rally. 
 
In fact, the women's rally is not the only protest against the law in Russia. "Women in 
Irkutsk [one of the largest cities in Siberia] decided to support us and they have their 
own meeting on 28 January. In several other cities there were protests too," Kogan said. 
 
The Russian United Democratic Party Yabloko, a centre-left opposition party with 

currently no representation in the parliament have launched a campaign against the law. 
They invited people to speak out on social media, using the hashtag: "I'm against the law 
on decriminalisation of domestic violence". 
 
Other activists have staged one-person protests, standing outside the Duma holding 
signs against the law. "I give birth to you, I kill you," read the sign held by women's 
rights activist Alena Popova, who plans to protest outside the parliament on the day of 
the second reading. The activist's banner, cited statistics stating that, of the 50,780 
people suffering from domestic violence in 2015, 11,756 were minors. The same 
statistics show that 36,493 were women, and 5% were men. 
 
According to official figures quoted by the UK foreign office, 12,000 women are killed in 
episodes of domestic violence in Russia, one every 40 minutes. The scale of the problem 

is slowly gaining momentum in the country. In 2016, a social media campaign invited 
people to share their experiences of sexual assault, domestic abuse and gender-based 
violence using the hashtag: "I am not afraid to speak." Thousands of stories poured in, 
breaking the wall of silence. 
 
A growing movement 
 
The progress in openly talking about abuse has also helped highlight cases of historical 
sexual assault. At the end of August, journalist Ekatina Kronhous published a post on 
Facebook about an investigation conducted by a former alumna of School 57 in Moscow, 
revealing that a history teacher had sexual relations with underage students for 16 years. 
A month later, the authorities opened a criminal case against the teacher, Boris 
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Meyerson. The school is a mix-gender institute where the Russian elite send their 
children, and is comparable to Eton's status in the UK. The scandal could no longer be 
ignored and it shook Russian society. 
 

"This is an unprecedented and momentous event," Maria Mokhova, a director at 
Moscow's women's refuge Syostry (meaning 'sisters' in Russian) told the Moscow Times 
in July. "It is a big step forward for society as a whole to finally get rid of the taboo of 
talking about sexual abuse." 
 
The massive scale of the women's marches on Saturday has impressed and inspired the 
women's group. In Russia, such protests are increasingly difficult to organise, partly due 
to the bureaucratic obstacles and partly because many have lost faith in the power of 
protest to achieve change. The women's group, however, have not lost all hope. "We 
were really glad to see so many women unite under the idea of standing up for their 
rights," Kogan said. "We are all full of enthusiasm and we do not intend to give up the 
fight." 
 

USA: How the US global gag rule threatens health clinics 

across Kenya and Uganda 

Campaigners warn Trump’s reinstatement of a policy cutting aid to 
organisations who offer abortion services will devastate family planning 

provision 
 
By Murithi Mutiga 
 
The Guardian (24.01.2017) - http://bit.ly/2j9uQUF - Each day she sets out to speak to 
young girls about family planning, Elizabeth Akoth, 23, sees how myths about the use of 
contraceptives are entrenched in her western Kenyan community. 

 
When she explains the various methods they can use to prevent unintended pregnancies, 
they ask searching questions such as, “Is it true drugs offered for family planning can 
lead to death?” and “Do they even work?” 
 
Akoth and her fellow peer educators in Homa Bay, a town on the shores of Lake Victoria, 
have educated dozens of girls on the family planning options available to them, 

undoubtedly saving many from the unintended pregnancies that often force girls to drop 
out of school. 
 
But their work may well grind to a halt following the re-imposition by the Trump 
administration of the global gag rule, a policy that cuts funding to foreign organisations if 
they provide abortion information, referrals or services, or if they engage in any 
advocacy on abortion rights with their own funds. Organisations are offered the choice to 
stop offering these services and still receive funding, or to continue and lose financial 
support. 
 
Campaigners say the policy will have a devastating impact on millions in many 
developing countries. 
 
“This blocks access to sexual and reproductive health services in the poorest and hardest 

to reach communities where we are currently changing lives,” says Tewodros Melesse, 
director general of the International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF). “We can’t 
support something which tries to restrict people’s choices or take them away. The global 
gag rule undermines those human rights, so IPPF cannot sign the policy.” 
 

http://bit.ly/2j9uQUF
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Ending this US aid, which currently stands at $600m (£474m), will result in cuts to 
funding for sexual and reproductive health services in at least 30 countries where IPPF 
partner organisations work. 
 

Campaigners say this will have a negative effect on the most vulnerable groups that 
benefit from family planning advice: teenage girls. 
 
About 16 million girls aged 15 to 19, and one million girls under the age of 15, give birth 
every year, according to the World Health Organization. The majority of these girls live in 
low- and middle-income countries. Globally, complications during pregnancy and 
childbirth are the second leading cause of death for girls aged between 15 and 19. 
 
Girls who become pregnant in their teens face considerable stigma and are often forced 
to drop out of school, spelling a life marked by early marriage and low-skilled jobs. This 
has a larger economic cost to countries as they lose out on the income an educated 
young woman would have earned if she had finished school. 
 
Babies born to adolescent mothers also face a substantially higher risk of dying young 

than those born to women aged 20 to 24, the WHO finds. 
 
Bernard Washiaka, programme manager for Family Health Options Kenya, one of the 
country’s main providers of sexual and reproductive health services, says an end to its 
programmes would have a major effect on many women and young girls. 
 
“We live in a patriarchal, male-dominated society and the advice and information we 
offer helps to empower girls,” he says. “They can enjoy their sexuality while avoiding 
unintended pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases. The services are entirely 
voluntary and based on the decisions of the girls, but we have seen the impact they] 
have ... Girls are able to stay in school for a longer which opens up a world of 
opportunity.” 
 
Washiaka, whose organisation’s primary outreach tool is deploying trained peer 

educators such as Akoth, said there is a risk of returning to the situation of the 80s and 
90s, when the implementation of the global gag rule by successive Republican 
administrations caused the closure of numerous clinics in many underserved communities 
in Kenya. 
 
Other programmes that may face closure include a pilot initiative in Uganda that 
distributes Sayana Press, a three-month injectable contraceptive that combines the drug 
and needle in one unit. The contraceptive can be distributed easily across communities 
and be self-administered at home. 
 
Uganda has one of the highest fertility rates and youngest populations in the world; 
almost half of Ugandans are under the age of 15 and 78% of the population is younger 
than 30. Millions of Ugandans living in rural communities do not have access to family 

planning facilities and Jackson Chekweko, executive director of Reproductive Health 
Uganda, told the Guardian that the organisation would have to end many of its activities 
if USAid terminates financial assistance. 
 
“As well as reaching more people with family planning services, we need to give women 
more choices about the form of contraception they want. Sayana Press does that,” he 
says. 
 
Family Health Options Kenya is lobbying local government administrations to allocate 
funds for family planning from their health budgets. But, says Washiaka, they face a 
difficult battle because county administrators have to cater for numerous health 
challenges with a limited budget. 



HRWF Women’s Rights & Gender Equality Newsletter    
 

 
“We will also have to lobby non-traditional donors, such as the Japanese aid agency 
[Jica] and the Swedish aid agency [Sida]. The alternative is to leave our young children 
facing a bleak future.” 

 
Further reading: 
Gag me: Trump's anti-abortion executive order 
Dutch Government Wants to Counter Trump With Abortion Funds 
7 Ways to Make Your Voice Heard Following the Women's March 
 

USA: US abortion rate is lowest since Roe v Wade – but 

contraception access may go 

Study finds strong indication contraception access linked to abortion fall; 
Republican Affordable Care Act repeal would end easier access to birth control 

 
By Molly Redden 
 
The rate of abortion in the US reached a lower level in 2014 than in any other year since 
the procedure first became legal, a study has found, a decline that appears to be due to 
the widespread use of contraception producing a drop in unintended pregnancies. 
 

Nineteen percent of pregnancies ended in abortion in 2014 – the lowest abortion rate 
since the supreme court handed down Roe v Wade in 1973, legalizing the procedure – 
and the number of abortions between 2011 and 2014 also fell, by 12%. 
 
But the researchers found strong indications to link the decline in the abortion rate to the 
wider availability of highly effective contraception – which could be imperiled by efforts to 
repeal Obamacare by the incoming Republican administration. 

 
The study appears in the latest issue of Guttmacher Institute’s scholarly journal, 
Perspectives on Sexual and Reproductive Health, and was conducted by two of the 
institute’s researchers, Rachel K Jones and Jenna Jerman. 
 
The researchers made an estimate of the number of abortions by surveying local health 
department data and abortion clinics, which may be hampered by clinics that did not 

respond. Guttmacher is a thinktank that supports access to reproductive care, but its 
data is widely trusted by supporters and opponents of abortion rights alike. 
 
The decline in the abortion rate was greatest in the midwest, south and north-east. 
Abortion is still a common procedure – in 2014, Jones and Jerman estimate, US women 
had 926,200 abortions – but there were nevertheless shifts in how abortions were 
performed. The number performed with medication, which is only effective early in a 
pregnancy, rose 7% to account for 31% of abortions outside a hospital setting. 
 
There are competing theories to explain the decline in the abortion rate. The drop 
coincided with the enactment of the Affordable Care Act (ACA), which made more 
effective and expensive methods of contraception, such as IUDs, available to millions 
more women for no “copay” or prescription charge. But the decline also aligned with a 
historic spike in new, state-level abortion restrictions. 

 
Some data – such as trends in contraception usage – that could help determine the 
reasons for the decline are not yet available for 2014. Still, the researchers predicted 
that the drop in the abortion rate had less to do with new restrictions than with changes 
in contraception usage and a reduction in unintended pregnancies. 

http://edition.cnn.com/2017/01/23/opinions/global-gag-rule-backlash-garrett/
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2017/01/24/world/europe/ap-eu-netherlands-abortion.html?_r=0
http://www.mydomaine.com/how-to-take-action-after-womens-march
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One clue is that more than 60% of the decline in the abortion rate took place in states 
that had not enacted new hurdles to getting the procedure. 
 

If the drop is due to contraception, it would have alarming implications for Republicans’ 
breakneck campaign to repeal the ACA. The law says that most health insurance plans 
must cover a broad range of contraceptive drugs and devices at no copay – the so-called 
contraception mandate. Public health advocates have credited this provision with an 
explosion in women’s access to more affordable and more effective birth control. 
 
Between the fall of 2012 and spring 2014, a separate Guttmacher study found, the share 
of privately insured women who had no copay for contraception quadrupled. By 2015, 
the federal Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) found, 55.6 million US 
women had access to FDA-approved methods of contraception without a copay. 
 
If Republicans were to repeal Obamacare, it is not clear that their replacement would 
contain a similar provision. Tom Price, Trump’s nominee to lead the HHS, has put forth 
several proposals for an Obamacare replacement that do not contain a contraception 

mandate. 
 
Separately, the vice-president-elect, Mike Pence, has proposed issuing a rule, through 
the HHS, that would allow business owners to refuse to cover contraception if doing so 
violates religious beliefs. 
 
“Their agenda … could stop or reverse progress in empowering women to meet their 
childbearing goals, including by avoiding unintended pregnancy,” Joerg Dreweke, of 
Guttmacher, wrote in a policy brief accompanying the new study. 
 
“There is strong evidence from recent abortion declines that supporting women’s 
decision-making across the spectrum of reproductive healthcare is very much compatible 
with reducing abortion incidence.” 
 

The Guttmacher researchers found less evidence to link the decline in abortions or to new 
abortion restrictions. About 38% of the decline in the number of abortions was observed 
in 22 states that had enacted new restrictions significant enough to potentially impact 
women’s access to abortion. 
 
These included laws that imposed extra counseling for an abortion. But only eight of 
those 22 states had abortion declines that outranked the national average, and four 
states – Arkansas, Michigan, Mississippi and North Carolina – actually saw an increase in 
their abortion rates. 
 
There was, however, one type of abortion restriction that seemed to cause a decline in 
the abortion rate. These were laws that placed medically unnecessary regulations on 
abortion clinics in order to shut them down. 

 
The number of abortion clinics fell by 6% between 2011 and 2014, and the loss of access 
appeared to be linked with a decrease in abortions – although it could not account for the 
entire declines observed in those states. In June 2016, the supreme court ruled these 
kinds of laws to be unconstitutional. 
 
On Tuesday, groups opposed to abortion linked the decline in the rate and number of 
abortions to laws that impose new restrictions. Clarke Forsythe, the acting president of 
the legal group Americans United for Life, said in a statement that those laws were a 
factor. 
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“Another factor in lowering the number of abortions is the power of beautiful pictures of 
life inside the womb, through ultrasound,” he said. “Such pictures are worth more than a 
thousand words when it comes to helping people understand whose lives are on the line.” 
 

“Although Planned Parenthood and the abortion industry wants to say that this is a 
contraception story, the fact is, contraception has been around since the 1950s,” added 
Kristi Hamrick, a spokeswoman for AUL. 
 
The decline in the abortion rate from 2011 to 2014 continues a long downward trend. 
The US also saw its abortion rate drop between 2008 and 2011, driven, according to 
Guttmacher, by a steep decline in unintended pregnancies, probably explained by 
improvements in the use of contraception. As the abortion rate fell, the birth rate did not 
rise commensurately. 
 
In particular, the rise of the use of highly effective, long-acting, reversible contraception, 
such as IUDs, might account for the drop in abortions. 
 
Further reading: 

Abortion Could Be Outlawed in 33 States if Roe v Wade Overturned: Report 
 

TURKEY: Turkish grannies to get state salaries for 

grandchildren’s care 

By Zulfikar Dogan 
 
Al Monitor (16.01.2017) - http://bit.ly/2jdFSb7 - Child care is the biggest challenge for 
working mothers, but the Turkish government has found an easy solution: pay 
grandmothers to look after the children. 
 

Turkish law requires workplaces, both public and private, to provide child care facilities 
for their employees, but most establishments do not comply with the rules to avoid 
additional costs. Instead of fulfilling their responsibilities, they prefer to pay fines. 
 
The governing Justice and Development Party has been closely concerned with family 
affairs. President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has led a campaign for Turks to have at least 
three children, while the government has introduced incentives for marrying early, 

including while still at university, and gold-coin awards for each newborn baby. 
 
In 2015, the government launched a European Union-funded child care support program 
in three pilot provinces, under which working women with children ages 0-2 receive 416 
euros ($441) per month provided they employ a socially insured nanny. The program, 
expanded to Ankara and Istanbul provinces in November, aims to boost female 
employment, both by keeping the mother at work and ensuring the labor rights of 
nannies. One eligibility condition for the program is that the caretaker is not a 
grandmother of the child. 
 
In Turkey, grandmothers traditionally volunteer to look after the children of their sons or 
daughters, and the practice is widespread in all social segments. The government has 
now announced a plan to pay salaries to those grandmothers as part of a program called 
National Mobilization in Working Life. 

 
The project is scheduled to kick off in February in two provinces — Bursa and Izmir — 
and cover 1,000 families initially. After a six-month monitoring and evaluation period, it 
will be expanded to other provinces with an ultimate target of covering 500,000 
grandmothers. 

http://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/report-abortion-could-be-outlawed-33-states-if-roe-v-n710816
http://bit.ly/2jdFSb7
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For nonworking or retired grandmothers, whose pensions range mostly between 1,000 
and 1,800 Turkish liras ($250-$450), the project means an opportunity to earn additional 
income while taking care of grandchildren at home. 

 
When the plan was first announced in early January, grandmothers were truly excited, 
expecting a salary similar to the 416 euros (1,664 Turkish liras) in the EU-funded nanny 
program. But Labor and Social Security Minister Mehmet Muezzinoglu soon cooled the 
excitement, announcing that the program would cover the children only of women who 
work part-time, to allow them to shift to full-time jobs and hence earn more. In an 
interview with CNN Turk, the minister said the grandmothers would receive about 400 
Turkish liras (99 euros or $105) per month. 
 
Then the project came under fire for promoting home care for young children by older 
people rather than in an environment among peers in nurseries and kindergartens. 
 
Burcin Demirkan Baytar, a Turkish child psychologist and family consultant, writes on her 
personal blog that a grandmother cannot keep up with the energy of a child. If home 

care is the preferred option, she advises that an experienced nanny who is at least 25 
take care of the child under the supervision of the grandmother. 
 
In a Jan. 6 statement, the Women’s Labor and Employment Initiative (KEIG), a platform 
of civic groups working to empower women, sharply criticized the government’s plan, 
saying it reflected a “cost-cutting economic mentality” whereby the state attempts to get 
rid of a duty it is supposed to perform and place it on the shoulders of women. 
 
Citing statistics by the Ministry of National Education, the statement said the number of 
public nurseries had fallen from 497 in 2007-2008 to 56 in 2015-2016, stressing that 
child care had been left almost entirely to the private sector and the family. And because 
private nurseries are quite expensive and often of low quality, child care duties are met 
largely by women in the family, it said. 
 

“When put in the context of problems such as female poverty, female labor’s 
concentration in low-paid, insecure jobs and the poor accessibility of child care and 
education services, this policy speaks of opportunism,” the statement said. 
 
In KEIG’s view, the government not only flouts its duty to provide child care facilities as a 
public service but, with its latest plan, discriminates against working mothers who need 
them most — those who lack elder relatives for child care. “This approach precludes both 
the opportunity for a more independent life for women, who, after a certain age have 
lighter burdens, and the understanding of early childhood education and care as a public 
service that needs to be provided institutionally,” it said. 
 
In sum, the support offered to families raising children — the future of the nation — 
should be thoroughly analyzed before being put into practice. Experts stress that the 

education and care children receive in their first three years bear directly on their future. 
 
Sadly, uneducated, low-income grandmothers have already started to compete for the 
care of grandchildren. For working parents, any relief from the prospect of state support 
could be now superseded by family crises in which the grandmother assumes the care of 
the child. 
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BANGLADESH: Bangladeshi law proposing child marriage 

in "special cases" is a step backwards – charities 

The proposed law would permit child marriage in "special cases" 
 
By Nita Bhalla 
 
Thomson Reuters Foundation (13.01.2017) - http://tmsnrt.rs/2jxMRzO - Bangladesh will 
be taking a step backwards in efforts to end child marriage if parliament approves 
changes to a law which would permit girls below 18 to be married in "special cases", a 

global alliance of charities said on Thursday. 
 
The poor South Asian nation has one of the highest rates of child marriage in the world, 
despite a three-decade-old law which bans marriage for girls under 18 and men under 
21. 
 
Girls Not Brides, a coalition of more than 650 charities, said Bangladesh's parliament was 
expected to consider the proposed change to the Child Marriage Restraint Act. This is 
expected to take place in the next session beginning Jan. 22. 
 
Girls Not Brides in Bangladesh said the proposed change was "alarming" and a step 
backwards for the country which has reduced child marriage in recent years. 
 
"We have worked with thousands of girls who have been pulled out of education, married 

off early, bear the scars of early pregnancy, and forced to marry their abusers. This is 
simply unacceptable," said a spokesperson from the alliance's Bangladesh chapter in a 
statement. 
 
The proposed law was open to abuse since it gave no definition of the term "special 
cases", Girls Not Brides said. 
 
Statements made by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina suggest exceptions would apply in 
instances of accidental pregnancy, or where a marriage would help to protect a girl's 
"honour" and the family's reputation in this largely conservative society. 
 
Bangladeshi officials were not immediately available for comment. 
 

Along with Niger, Guinea, South Sudan, Chad and Burkina Faso, Bangladesh is among 
the 10 worst countries for child marriage despite moves to strengthen law enforcement 
and toughen penalties against the crime. 
 
In 2011, 32.5 percent of girls aged between 15 and 19 were married compared with 37.5 
percent a decade before, said Girls Not Brides, citing data from Bangladesh's Bureau of 
Statistics. 

 
Campaigners say girls face a greater risk of rape, domestic violence and forced 
pregnancies - which may put their lives in danger - as a result of being married as 
children. 
 
Child brides are often denied the chance to go to school, are isolated from society and 
forced into a lifetime of economic dependence as a wife and mother. 

 
Yet the practice continues largely due to a combination of social acceptance and 
government inaction, activists say. 
 

http://tmsnrt.rs/2jxMRzO
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"Marriage before 18 does not ensure a pregnant girl's safety," said Lakshmi Sundaram, 
executive director for Girls Not Brides, said in the statement. "In reality it exposes her to 
the risk of sexual, physical and psychological violence." 
 

"The progress Bangladesh has made to address child marriage is impressive, and reflects 
a real commitment from the highest levels of the government. Now is not the time to 
regress." 
 

RUSSIA: Russian bill decriminalizing domestic battery 

sails through first reading 

By Tom Balmforth 
 
RFL/RE (11.01.2017) - http://bit.ly/2iOUBwd - Russian legislators returned from recess 
by approving -- with almost unanimous support -- the first reading of a bill that would 
decriminalize assault in the family home. 
 
The bill, which is in keeping with the conservative values espoused by President Vladimir 
Putin and has been protested by antidomestic abuse activists, seeks to downgrade 
assault inside the traditional family unit from a criminal offense to a misdemeanor. 
 
Battery inside the home by family members remained a criminal offense in 2016, while 

cases of street assault -- say, between two men -- were legally decriminalized to a 
misdemeanor punishable by fine. The new legislation would remove this distinction. 
 
Addressing the State Duma during the first reading, Olga Batalina, one of the bill's 
authors, on January 11 said the bill concerns non-serious assaults causing "bruises or 
grazes." 
 

She recognized the problem of domestic abuse, but said there are better ways to combat 
it. 
 
"What's important is prevention," she said. "What is important is the chance to help a 
person who has ended up in this situation. As you understand, help does not consist in 
bringing one member of the family to administrative or criminal account, but in stopping 
these things from happening in the future." 

 
Andrei Isayev, first deputy director of the United Russia faction, told the RBK business 
and politics news organization that domestic assaults would only be a misdemeanor in 
the first instance; a secondary offense would be deemed criminal. 
 
Already weak legislation 
 
The bill has nonetheless prompted concerns that it would land a blow to Russia's already 
weak legislation on domestic abuse and send the wrong signals to society. 
 
"'The [bill] that the Duma is preparing to examine would only legalize the order of things 
that have strengthened in the minds of Russians: beating close ones is normal," wrote 
Olga Bobrova, an editor at Novaya Gazeta. 
 

Two activists picketed the State Duma on January 11 to protest the bill. Alyona Popova, a 
prominent activist against domestic violence, held a placard with the ironic slogan "I 
created you, I'll kill you," adding that "in 2015, 11,756 boys and girls suffered from 
violent crimes in families." 
 

http://bit.ly/2iOUBwd
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Batalina has said the legislation aims to place minor assaults committed in a domestic 
context on a par with street assaults decriminalized last summer. 
 
"There was objective bewilderment among people as to why conflicts inside the family, 

beatings of relatives are a crime, but the same action committed on the street is only an 
administrative offense," Batalina has said. "Our legislative bill proposes removing this 
conflict," she said. 
 
In July, President Vladimir Putin signed legislation decriminalizing minor assault for first-
time offenders. It is now punishable by a fine of up to 30,000 rubles, 15 days in jail, or 
up to 120 hours of community service. 
 
Exempt from this legislation were domestic-abuse cases, which remained criminal. 
 
The exemption was explained by a United Russia lawmaker, who wrote at the time: "We 
must not remove criminal punishment for assault inside the family since they [such 
assaults] are committed consciously and, consequently, are socially more dangerous than 
street [assaults]." 

 

MOROCCO: Burqa ban in Morocco sparks anew the 

debate over women’s rights 

Africa Times (11.01.2017) - http://bit.ly/2iFVBjS - Morocco’s decision to ban the burqa, 
at least in part, has again touched off a controversy over women’s right to choose to 
whether they wear the full-body Islamic covering, or whether the burqa represents an 
unacceptable security risk to society. 
 
The Moroccan Ministry of Interior has announced it will prohibit the manufacture and sale 
of the burqa, effective immediately across the nation. The Morocco World News reported 

Tuesday that the ban is meant to stop criminals who have “repeatedly used this garment 
to perpetrate their crimes,” according to media reports. 
 
The decision was countered by a Moroccan human rights organization that issued a 
statement condemning the ban – although technically, Morocco’s new law does not yet 
infringe on the right to wear one, as opposed to making or selling them. The ban violates 
women’s right to express their identities, and political, social and cultural beliefs, it said. 

 
Similar bans have long sparked debate in Europe, where this summer Switzerland joined 
France and Belgium in enacting a ban, and other nations with geographically limited or 
partial bans in place. The ban in France extends to those who would force a woman to 
wear a burqa, which is often associated with extremist or jihadist thought. 
 
Yet Muslim nations in Africa also have banned the burqa, primarily for security reasons. 
Chad enacted a law in 2015 after bombing attacks in N’Djamena by people who were 
wearing them. 
 
Former Prime Minister Kalzeube Pahimi Deubet said the risk of terror attacks in which the 
burqa serves as camouflage – as well as the niqab, which also covers the face – 
warranted the decision. The region’s Boko Haram threat prompted similar bans in parts 
of Niger and Cameroon. Nigeria and Senegal have considered it, while Congo-Brazzaville 

enacted a law that bans it in public places, specifically to limit the terror threat. 
 

http://bit.ly/2iFVBjS
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TURKEY: Turkish marriage guide sparks controversy 

The Turkish city of Kütahya is known for fresh mountain air, ceramics - and 
now, for promoting misogyny: The city hands out a free guide on married life to 

newlyweds that says beating wives is justifiable in some cases. 
 

By Sertan Sanderson 
 
DW (07.01.2017) - http://bit.ly/2j7QSeb - Turkish authorities in some cities have come 
under criticism for handing out "marriage guides" that advocate mistreatment of women 

as being beneficial to conjugal bliss. 

A 394-page book entitled "Marriage and Family Life" says that wife beatings are a 
legitimate and recommended means for conflict resolution if a woman refuses to wear 
makeup for her husband, and recommends that "a wife has to remain quiet and 
apologize if her husband is angry with her." 

Other pieces of advice in the book include the notion that women should not talk during 
sex "as this will lead to the child developing a stutter" and that they should stay away 
from public parks and sports facilities. Polygamy is suggested as a way to keep a 
"wayward" woman in check, as it apparently creates competition among wives. 

The book also allows for children as young as 10 years of age to be married. 

'No complaints' 

The leader of Kütahya's main opposition Republican People's Party (CHP), Zeliha Aksaz 
Sahbaz, said in December 2016 that the book "depicts woman as second-class citizens 
and sexual slaves." 

But the mayor of Kütahya, Kamil Saracoglu, a member of the Islamist Justice and 

Development Party (AKP), defended the writings in an interview, saying there had never 
been any complaints and that the advice given in the document was based on Islamic 
principles. 

Copies of the same book published under a slightly different title, "Marriage and Privacy," 
were meanwhile also found in the resort town of Pamukkale. Issued by Pamukkale's city 
council, those copies have reportedly even made their way to the parliamentary library in 

the Turkish capital, Ankara. 

Unconstitutional 

Parliamentarian Fatma Kaplan-Hürriyet picked up one of those copies and said in 
parliament the writings were in breach of the Turkish constitution, adding that they were 
reminiscent of Sharia law. Kaplan-Hürriyet, who is also a member of the opposition CHP, 
said that she sent a request to the municipal prosecution services in Kütahya and 
Pamukkale, which are both run by the AKP, to start legal proceedings against the book. If 
they failed to take action, Hürriyet warned, she would take matters into her own hands, 
seeking to make sure that taxpayers' money wasn't spent on hate speech. 

"Each time the AKP mentions the issue of violence against women I will throw this book 
at them. Whenever they mention child marriage I will stick this book into their eyes," she 

said, adding she might bring a lawsuit against the municipalities distributing the book to 
newlyweds. Kaplan's outspoken activism against the publication has drawn a lot of 
attention in Turkish media. 

http://bit.ly/2j7QSeb
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Members of the AKP, founded by Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, have 
acknowledged that the books were unsuitable as actual marriage guidelines; they have, 
however, not initiated any discourse on the legal status of the writings so far. Education 
Minister Ismet Yilmaz merely described them as "primitive." 

The "marriage guide" was penned by Hasan Caliskan, a former employee of Turkey's 
powerful Ministry of Religious Affairs, known as "Diyanet," which under successive AKP 
governments has seen a major increase in funding and support. In reaction to the 
controversy, Diyanet has reportedly announced that municipalities should ask the 
ministry before deciding to distribute the book. 

Identity crisis 

In addition to dealing with widespread terrorism and the consequences of a failed coup in 
July 2016, the Turkish government has also been embroiled in ongoing discussions on 
various aspects of gender equality. With crimes against women being tolerated in many 
parts of the country, some of the debate has moved away from safeguarding equality 
and toward portraying the two genders as unequal by nature - a concept that would 

seem to be supported by the publication of these marriage guidelines. 

Women's rights groups are, among other things, enraged by attempts in parliament to 
pardon child rapists, if they agree to marry the rape victim. The motion was rejected only 
after protests across the country. Earlier in 2016, reports surfaced about child abuse in a 
government-sponsored charity for children - one that was headed by a woman. The 
December 2015 rape and murder of student Özgecan Aslan led to protests across the 

country, but resulted in little to no reaction in government circles. Violence against 
transgender women meanwhile remains rampant, as many manage to find an income 
only as prostitutes. 

The public discourse on women's rights and domestic violence, sometimes regrettably 
absurd in nature, has also sparked a debate about the Turkish identity, one forged nearly 
a century ago by the founder of the Turkish republic, Mustafa Kemal Atatürk. 

An assault on the secular order 

Atatürk's idea of a secular state protected by a secular constitution, which in turn was to 
be protected by a secular military, has gradually been eroded under Erdogan's 
leadership, dividing the nation between those who wish to follow a decidedly religious 

world order and those who follow Atatürk's principle of "laiklik" - a term borrowed from 
its French counterpart "laicité," meaning the principle of the separation of religion and 
state. 

Atatürk established the Diyanet ministry, the publisher of the controversial guide on 
marriage, as a means to keep religious affairs away from government. Erdogan has 
turned this idea on its head and has used the ministry as a way to further expand the 

influence of Islamist ideas in the public sphere. 

Meanwhile, the vacuum created by Erdogan's purge against all kinds of social groups, 
including his gradual withdrawal of power from the military - the constitution's intended 
guardian - has been filled by only one thing, and that is the expansion of patriarchy. 
Erdogan himself appears to be the chief representative of this oppressive social system, 
repeatedly making clumsy comments on women's place in society based on his 

interpretation of Islam, such as "a women who rejects motherhood (…) is deficient." 

Patriarchy at its best 
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While Islam itself maintains the equality of both genders in many areas and, in particular, 
the protection of women in certain affairs as expressed in the Koran, it is the cultural 
aspect of patriarchy that usually gives rise to misogynistic ideas, not only in towns like 
Kütahya and Pamukkale but throughout the country. Although not always communicated 

through violence, the daily discrimination against women in Turkey is typically expressed 
by belittling their concerns. 

Kütahya mayor Kamil Saracoglu, for instance, commented that "no one should dare try 
to make political gains with such unimportant issues while our nation is struggling to 
rebuild." 

Further reading: 
A Chronic Problem: Violence Against Women and Girls in Turkey 
 

USA: NYPD captain suggests unsolved rape cases are 
'not a trend that we're too worried about' because most 

weren't committed by strangers 

 
By Michelle Mark 
 
Business Insider UK (06.01.2017) - http://read.bi/2iFNpAm - A New York City Police 

Department captain drew backlash Friday for saying a spike in reported rapes was "not a 
trend that we're too worried about" because many of the perpetrators were acquainted 
with the victims, and not strangers. 
 
The 94th Precinct, in the Greenpoint neighborhood in Brooklyn, has seen a 62.5% 
increase in reported rapes over the last year, with 10 out of 13 reported cases in 2016 
remaining unsolved, DNAinfo reported Friday. 

 
Police attributed the lack of arrests to the fact that most rapes were committed by 
victims' acquaintances, adding that women who reported the attacks often stopped 
cooperating with investigators, according to DNAinfo. 
 
"Some of them were Tinder, some of them were hookup sites, some of them were 
actually coworkers. It's not a trend that we're too worried about because out of 13 

(cases), only two were true stranger rapes," Captain Peter Rose told the website. 
 
"Every rape should be investigated. I wish we could do more," Rose said. 
 
Rose reportedly made further comments at a community council meeting Wednesday 
suggesting that rapes committed by strangers to the victim were more worrying to police 
than acquaintance rapes. 
 
"They're not total abomination rapes where strangers are being dragged off the streets," 
he said. 
 
"If there's a true stranger rape, a random guy picks up a stranger off the street, those 
are the troubling ones. That person has, like, no moral standards," he added. 
 
Rose's comments received fierce backlash from the public and city officials alike, after 
being circulated on social media on Friday. Sexual-violence prevention advocates 
frequently decry the myths that most sexual assaults are committed by strangers and 
that such cases are more severe than assaults committed by acquaintances. 
 

https://psmag.com/a-chronic-problem-violence-against-women-and-girls-in-turkey-177bd338ace3#.55xxlgdeb
http://read.bi/2iFNpAm
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NYPD Deputy Commissioner Stephen Davis said Rose's comments "did not properly 
explain the complexity of issues involved with investigating rape complaints." 
 
"Every report of rape is thoroughly investigated by specially trained detectives in the 

NYPD's Special Victims Unit. All complaints of rape and other types of sexual crimes are 
taken seriously whether they are committed by domestic partners, acquaintances, or 
strangers," Davis told Business Insider in a statement. 
 
A spokesman for New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio said "rape is rape," adding that the 
crime "merits no moral qualification and does not involve shades of criminality or degrees 
of danger." 
 
And New York City's public advocate, Letitia James, said in a statement provided to 
Business Insider that she is "extremely disturbed and concerned" by Rose's comments, 
and called upon the police department to ensure its officers are properly trained to 
handle sex crimes and interact with victims. 
 
"Too often, victims of rape and sexual crimes do not come forward because of fear that 

their claims won’t be taken seriously, and these comments perpetuate those concerns," 
James said. 
 
"I want victims to know that we believe them; we are here for them; and we will never 
tolerate rape or sexual assault in our society." 
 
Statistics show that most sexual violence perpetrators are, in fact, known to the victim — 
just 28% of rapes are committed by strangers, according to the Rape, Abuse and Incest 
National Network. 
 
On Friday afternoon, the women's rights group UltraViolet called upon the police 
department to immediately fire Rose "for his dangerous and unacceptable views." 
 
"Captain Peter Rose and the NYPD are engaging in victim-blaming of the worst kind while 

judging which rapes they deem to be legitimate and which they do not," co-founder Nita 
Chaudhary said in a statement.  
 
"With comments like these, it is not surprising that survivors of sexual assault don’t feel 
comfortable reporting and cooperating with police authorities who dismiss the 
seriousness of violence against women." 
 
Other reading: 
When men kill their partners, warning signs often missed 
 

BRAZIL: Brazil's men helped to become better fathers to 

reduce gender violence 

By Anna MacSwan 
 
The Gaurdian (02.01.2017) - http://bit.ly/2i25IPB - Getting men to be active fathers may 
not seem the most obvious way to tackle gender-based violence. But, according to Gary 
Barker, CEO and founder of Promundo, which engages men and boys in ending violence 

against women and girls, policies that encourage men to do more unpaid care work are a 
vital part of achieving gender equality. 
 
“To us, it seemed obvious that we needed to figure out more constructive ways to 
engage men on this topic,” he says. 

https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2017/01/09/when-men-kill-their-partners-warning-signs-often-missed.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=flipboard
http://bit.ly/2i25IPB
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In fact, there can be consequences when men aren’t brought into initiatives to empower 
women. 
 

According to Barker, while in the long-term, women who are better off financially are less 
likely to be involved in a violent relationship and more likely to leave a violent partner, in 
the short-term, the opposite can be true. Micro-credit programmes that target women, 
for example, can initially lead to an increase in violence. 
 
“[Her partner] may be feeling economically disempowered, the power dynamic feels like 
it’s shifting … and in some settings and some relationships, men might not be ready for 
that,” Barker explains. 
 
To tackle this in Brazil, Promundo runs a companion project to the government’s bolsa 
familia cash transfer programme, which for more than a decade has given cash to 
families living in poverty in return for enrolling their children in school and attending 
regular health checks. 
 

Bolsa familia reaches nearly a quarter of the country’s population, and 93% of its 
beneficiaries are women. Promundo’s companion project trained public sector staff to 
discuss gender equality and the importance of sharing care work when administering 
bolsa familia grants. 
 
“We worked with staff who implement that programme to say, let’s encourage him to be 
part of helping the child with homework, let’s encourage him to go to the meetings with 
teachers,” says Barker. 
 
The project seems to be working. At the start, 75% of male participants said men’s 
responsibilities included childcare, by the end, 100% agreed. 
 
Promundo, which works in more than 20 countries and receives funding from foundations 
and government sources, including the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) and the World Bank, also recently successfully campaigned for Brazil to increase 
entitlement to paternity leave – one of few policy examples promoting men’s involvement 
in care work. Men are now able to take 20 days of paid parental leave, as opposed to the 
previous five. 
 
Barker had campaigned for more paternity leave in Brazil in 2007, but failed because too 
many employers did not want to provide this extra benefit to staff. He was also told by 
women’s rights organisations that mothers did not believe their partners were ready to 
care for their children. 
 
Barker hopes the country becoming one of only a handful in the global south to offer paid 
leave for fathers will begin closing the huge gap between men and women in time spent 
on caregiving. Combined with better policies around education and psychosocial support, 

he hopes it will also reduce levels of gender-based violence. 
 
According to the annual Map of Violence, in 2015 a woman was killed every two hours in 
Brazil. 
 
Whereas Brazilian women spend 22 hours a week, on average, on care and domestic 
work, men only spend 10 hours and eight minutes, according to Promundo’s 2015 State 
of the World’s Fathers report. 
 
The key, Barker says, will be scaling up work to engage men from small-scale projects at 
community level to become a more mainstream part of government policy and 
development programmes. “There’s a growing amount of evidence that if we can do this 
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long enough and deep enough, and with enough key actors, we can see change. But 
they’ve been in limited areas – five schools, four provinces in a country,” he says. 
 
His views are shared by a number of women’s and girls’ rights organisations. According 

to Kerry Smith, head of girls’ rights and youth at Plan International UK, which works with 
men and boys to prevent female genital mutilation and child marriage: “If you want to 
address stereotypes of what women and girls are, you absolutely need to address 
stereotypes that men have to operate under as well. 
 
“In our minds, it isn’t the most important element, it isn’t the only element, but it is an 
essential ingredient of tackling and ending violence against women and girls. You need to 
look at it in a public health way. You need to treat and respond to the actual violence and 
you also need to take preventative measures, both of which need funding.” 
 
Toral Pattni, Care International’s senior humanitarian adviser for gender, acknowledges 
that in the context of limited funds, the balance between work with men and boys and 
protecting women who have experienced violence is “something many organisations 
struggle with. But if we are simply responding to the need but not tackling, not 

preventing it, then we are only ever going to be responding to the need.” 
 
Barker believes it’s time to assess how much it would cost to engage more men. “It’s a 
really key moment to now say how much would it cost to scale this up ... and to build it 
in to other streams of funding. To say, what does it cost to [engage men] in what you’re 
already doing?” 
 
Other reading:  
Joe Biden says it’s on men to end rape culture 
 

WORLD: The legal age you can get married around the 

world, mapped 

Around the world, children are taken from their families and married off against 
their will, often at the behest of their families. 

 
Indy100.com (January 2017) - http://bit.ly/2juD7r5 - Despite many nations introducing 
legal minimum ages for marriages, many have exemptions when "parental consent is 

given", undermining national legislation. 
 
Often there is inequality when it comes to the age at which girls and boys are 
respectively allowed to be married off. 
 
Girls Not Brides is a campaign group committed to ending child marriage in the world. 
 
Using their data, compiled from 2015 with updates from 2016, indy100 has created this 
series of maps. 
 
Isis-controlled territory in Iraq and Syria has not been featured on these maps, but the 
age of marriage consent differs within those territories. 
 
Women and girls 

 
Legal age of marriage (with parental consent). 

http://www.refinery29.com/2017/01/135730/vice-president-joe-biden-rape-culture
http://bit.ly/2juD7r5


HRWF Women’s Rights & Gender Equality Newsletter    
 

 
 
Men and boys 
 
Legal age of marriage (with parental consent). 

 
Age gaps 
 

Age differences (gender) for legal marriage with parental consent. 
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Raising the age in 2016 

 
In July 2016 Tanzania's high court ruled that the country's Law of Marriages Act must be 
revised to eliminate inequality between the minimum marriage ages for boys and girls. 
 
Both are now set at 18. 
 
The decision followed a tightening of marriage laws, introducing tougher punishments for 

men who marry school girls or impregnate them. 
 
In January 2017 Georgia will bring both ages to 18, following the abolition of an 
exemption in the George Civil Code that allowed for adolescents to marry "in special 
circumstances". 
 
The 2013 constitution of Zimbabwe rules that the age for both genders must be 18, yet 
the Marriage Act contravenes this, stipulating 16 for girls. Two former child brides 
Loveness and Ruvimbo, along with ROOTS, a constituent member of Girls Not Brides, 
lobbied the country's supreme court. In 2016, the court ruled that the Marriage Act was 
unconstitutional. 
 
Proposed laws 
 

Legislation has been proposed in Malaysia that will increase the minimum age to 18 for 
Muslim girls. 
 
Gambia is set to outlaw marriage by any person under 18 with a 20 year prison sentence 
for those involved, and 10 years for anyone who had knowledge about the marriage but 
did not attempt to prevent it. The legislation is expected to reach Gambia's National 
Assembly by July 2017. 
 
Reducing the age 
 
In late November the cabinet of Bangladesh proposed to lower the legal marriage age 'to 
preserve a girl's honour'. 
 
According to Human Rights Watch, 52 per cent of girls in Bangladesh marry before they 
18, and 18 per cent before they turn 15. 
 
While the draft legislation sets the age for girls at 18, it also contains provisions for 
marriage below age 18 being permitted in “special circumstances, such as accidental or 
unlawful pregnancy.” 
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Human Rights Watch claims that the draft does not set any minimum age for such 
“exceptional” marriages. 
 

Girls Not Brides in 2017 
 
The current Girls Not Brides strategy will end in 2016. A spokesperson for Girls Not 
Brides told indy100 about their plans for the coming 12 months: 
 
“Our efforts are going to be focused on supporting our members re: implementing 
national strategies aimed at ending child marriage (or working with different government 
ministries to develop one), securing funding for the sector, advocating for different 
sectors (especially health, education and humanitarian responses) to embed child 
marriage into programming.” 
 


