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Senegal plans to ban full-face veil amid militant threat
BBC (18.11.2015) - http://bbc.in/1MB31fQ - Senegal plans to ban women from wearing
the full-face Islamic veil in public in an attempt to curb jihadi activity, the interior
minister has said.
The move should not be seen as anti-Islamic, as Senegal was a mainly Muslim state,
Abdoulaye Daouda added.
If the plan becomes law, Senegal will be the fifth African state to restrict the wearing of
the full-face veil.
In another move to target militants, all unregistered Sim cards are to be deactivated by
the end of November.
Last week, its President Macky Sall, a Muslim, called for a courageous fight against
militant Islamists.
Chad, Gabon and Congo-Brazzaville have announced similar bans, while Cameroon
introduced it in July in its Far North region.
All of them are former colonies of France, which caused an uproar in 2011 when it
became the first European country to ban the full-face veil from being worn in public
places.
Chad and Cameroon have been targeted by suicide bombers, linked to the Nigeria-based
Boko Haram group, whose militants sometimes wear the full-face veil as a cover to enter
heavily populated areas.
Senegal has not been attacked so far by militant Islamists.
However, about two weeks ago officials said that at least two imams had been arrested
for suspected links with militant groups, in the first such case reported in the country.
Sim card crackdown
Mr Daouda said the plan to ban the full-face veil was in the interest of national security.
Last week, Mr Sall said the full-face veil was not compatible with Senegalese culture and
the tolerant Islam practiced by Muslims in the West African state.
Only a tiny minority of Senegalese women wear veils and most also do not cover their
hair.
In another move to curb militant Islamist activity, Senegal has set a 30 November
deadline for the registration of all mobile phone Sim cards. Otherwise, they will be
deactivated.

In Nigeria, Africa's biggest telecom firm, MTN, is facing a $5.2bn (£3.4bn) fine for failing
to cut off unregistered mobile users.
Nigerian officials believe that Boko Haram has used unregistered mobile phones to
organise its activities.

Brazil pastor faces jail for mission work in Senegal
BosNewsLife (06.05.2015) - http://www.bosnewslife.com/35221-brazil-pastor-faces-jailfor-mission-work-in-senegal - Pastor Jose Dilson, a Brazilian missionary who has worked
in West Africa for 25 years, faces a possible prison term over the conversion of a militant
Muslim leader's son, well-informed Christian sources say.
The pastor founded school 'ABC' to offer educational support and support hundreds of
families in the region.
Pastor Dilson and his colleague Zeneide were detained in late 2012 when one of the
children's fathers complained that his son wanted to become a Christian, said Voice Of
the Martyrs advocacy group.
"The angry father allegedly claimed that his son was refusing to participate in Islamic
rituals. The accused pastor spent five months in a Senegalese prison before being
released in April of 2013, pending a final resolution of his case."
Christians said that during his imprisonment Pastor Dilson managed to distribute 350
Bibles and that he spoke about his faith in Christ with "many" fellow prisoners.
Trial observers said a final ruling on Pastor Dilson's case was expected soon.

