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Statement by MEP Ana Gomes, author of EP reports on 
Libya, on events in Libya 

  

S&D (15.07.2014) – Events taking place in Libya in the last 48 hours with the violent 

clash between various Libyan militias, which forced the shutdown of the Tripoli airport 

and also that of Misrata, bear evidence of poor EU engagement in the country after the 

downfall of the Gaddafi regime over three years ago. 

The commitment of the European Union with the Libyan people is falling short of the 

needs of the security and stabilisation that are needed for an environment that is 

conducive to democratic transition. The CSDP mission which is currently in place and 

working in the field of border security is conspicuously insufficient given the internal 
security challenges Libya faces. Also, it is of the utmost importance that the EU positions 

itself to commit to effective institution and capacity building, which is consistent with the 

numerous calls by the Libyan authorities asking for assistance.  

The Libyan government has said, in the aftermath of the clash between militias at the 

Tripoli airport yesterday and the continued fighting last night, with several rockets having 
reportedly been fired at the airport, that the authorities are considering asking for 

international assistance to secure the territory. The EU must stand ready to answer 

Libya’s call. 

I urge all of the parties in conflict to halt the fighting and to commit to a free, secure and 
safe Libya, which is the only way the country can design a true path towards democracy 

and the rule of law. All in the EU should realise that Libya's security is also Europe's 

security 
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Statement by Ana Gomes, European Parliament standing 
Rapporteur on Libya 

S&D (20.11.2013) - "In the aftermath of the massacre of civilians by an armed brigade in 

Tripoli, I urge all in Libya to abstain from violence in the search for their goals, whatever 

the nature. The Libyan people have fought valiantly to oust a dictator that doomed the 

country for over forty years and should now be living in security and freedom while 
building democratic governance. Yet, the absence of a State security apparatus and the 

occupation of that vacuum by armed militia infiltrated by criminals and terrorists is 
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fuelling the escalation of violence, leading to over 40 people killed in the last days. One 

more is definitely one too many.  

I urge also all the international actors on the ground, and most particularly the EU and its 

Member States, to coordinate their actions to help Libya out of the spiralling violence 
which will only bring in more violence and instability and, undoubtedly, jeopardizes the 

constitutional process leading up to national elections, making governance ever more 

elusive.  

In particular, European and other international actors in Libya must invest their effort in 
assisting Libya to bring about urgently SSR (Security Sector Reform) and DDR 

(Demobilisation, disarmament and reintegration). These two vectors of post-conflict 

strategy need to run in parallel and in synergy to be effective and mutually reinforcing. 

The EU has specific responsibilities in ensuring effective support to the Libyan people, 
responding to the Libyan calls and helping the Libyan authorities in identifying their 

structural and institutional needs. The Libyan Armed Forces and Police need training, 

need it urgently and need it to take place in Libyan territory now. For this, EU and EU 

Member States must work together and in coordination. By continuing not to do so, EU 

Member States are also putting at risk the lives of European personnel in Libya." 

Libyan security is, in all accounts, European security".  

 

 

 


