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Heads, members of 10 local Orthodox Churches to celebrate
1030th anniversary of Baptism of Rus in Moscow
Moscow, July 27, Interfax – www.interfax-religion.com/ –
Representatives of ten local Orthodox Churches from around the
world will come to Moscow to attend celebrations marking the
1030th anniversary of the Baptism of Rus.
Delegations from the Orthodox Church of Alexandria, the Church
of Antioch, the Church of Jerusalem, the Orthodox Church of
Georgia, the Orthodox Church of Serbia, the Orthodox Church of
Bulgaria, the Orthodox Church of Cyprus, the Orthodox Church
of Albania, the Orthodox Church of Poland, and the Orthodox
Church of Czech Lands and Slovakia are coming to the Russian
capital, the Moscow Patriarchate told Interfax-Religion.
Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and All Russia will meet Patriarch
Theodore of Alexandria and All Africa and members of other
church delegations on Friday.
“It is very significant that our brothers from all across the
Orthodox world are now coming to Moscow and Kiev so that we
together can express our unity on this date, which is so
important for the Russian Orthodox Church,” the spokesman of
the Russian patriarch, priest Alexander Volkov, told InterfaxReligion.
In turn, the deputy head of the Synodal Department for
External Church Relations Archpriest Nikolay Balashov,

described the Baptism of Rus as “an epoch-making event in
Russian history.”
“Everything that happened before is lost in the dark and is
known to us only in fragments. A new people and a new
civilization were born in the Dnieper baptistery, and this
event was accompanied by such a strong creative surge that the
newly born Orthodox Rus expanded later to new territories, and
we received from God a ‘sixth part of the Earth,’ where
different people now live, and new state borders are drawn,
but with its own history, its own culture, and its global
vision united for many centuries to come,” the priest told
Interfax-Religion.
“The Orthodox belief in Christ, the belief that St. Prince
Vladimir chose, formed all of us, that is, the Russians, the
Ukrainians, the Belarusians, the Moldovans, and all
descendants of the Baptism of St. Vladimir, no matter what
they call themselves now,” the patriarch’s spokesman said.
“The anniversary of our Baptism is an event of global
significance,” and it is not accidental that all of the
Orthodox Churches in the world deemed it fitting to attend it,
“share their joy with us, sending their hierarchs both to Kiev
and to Moscow,” the priest said.
The Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa Theodore
will be Russia’s main guest, Father Nikolay said, noting that
he “is our long-standing and faithful friend, who
wholeheartedly fell in love with the Russians after spending
ten years of study and service in Odessa.”
“Let’s pray together, let’s share our joy and troubles, let’s
think about how to build up the unity of our global Orthodox
family,” the priest said.
The patriarchs of the Alexandrian and Russian Orthodox
Churches, accompanied by members of other delegations, will
lead a vigil service on Friday evening.

The Day of the Baptism of Rus was declared a state memorial
date in Russia in 2010 at the Archbishop Council’s request.
Over 100,000 pilgrims to attend Kiev cross procession –
Ukrainian Orthodox Church
Moscow, July 27, Interfax – The Ukrainian Orthodox Church is
expecting even more believers to attend the Kiev cross
procession marking the 1030th anniversary of the Baptism of
Rus than attended last year.
“It is still early to make final assessments, but in any case,
there will be more than 100,000 people. I have been on
Vladimirskaya Gorka [Vladimir Hill] for more than an hour,
waiting for a religious service, and there’s a nonstop flow of
people coming here from three streets,” Ukrainian Orthodox
Church spokesman Vasily Anisimov told Interfax-Religion.
He expressed hope that the festivities would not be marred by
provocations. “God can never be cursed. Let’s hope that
everything will be alright,” Anisimov said.
Dozens of buses from western Ukraine were stopped on the
Zhitomir Highway leading to Kiev this morning because of they
had supposedly been mined, he said.
There were reports of attempts to prevent believers from
attending the cross procession in several Ukrainian regions on
Thursday.
For instance, Ukrainian Security Service officers have stopped
five buses in Zaporozhye for several hours under the pretext
that they had been mined, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church’s
press service said.
Cars full of armed people blocked another nine buses from
Zaporozhye and Melitopol.
Attempts to keep people from the Kiev cross procession were
also undertaken in the Zhitomir and Rovno regions, and

obstacles were created for pilgrims from the Nezhin and Odessa
dioceses.
Still, tens of thousands of people have come to Kiev, the
church’s press service said.
The attempts to block the highway have backfired, Archpriest
Viktor Zemlianoy of the Rovno Diocese said. “Even more people
than expected came because of this resistance,” he said.
Kiev cross procession begins
Kiev, July 27, Interfax – A Ukrainian Orthodox Church cross
procession marking the 1030th anniversary of the Baptism of
Rus has begun in downtown Kiev.
After the prayer service on Vladimirskaya Gorka (Vladimir
Hill), believers moved across European Square and along
Grushevsky Street toward the Kiev Lavra of the Caves, an
Interfax correspondent reported.
Clergymen carrying religious banners and icons are leading the
column.
Law enforcement officers are providing security.
In attendance are the co-chairs of the Opposition Bloc faction
in the Verkhovnaya Rada, Yury Boyko and Aleksander Vilkul,
faction members Vadim Novinsky, Nestor Shufrich, Mikhail
Dobkin, and Yury Pavlenko, and Vladimir Litvin, an independent
MP.
The situation is calm in downtown Kiev. Due to the high
humidity and temperature, some participants sometimes have
felt dizzy in the crowd, but ambulances are on site providing
aid.
About 250,000 attend cross procession in Kiev – organizers (1)
Moscow, July 27, Interfax – The cross procession held in Kiev

on Friday afternoon to mark the 1030th anniversary of the
Baptism of Rus brought together 250,000 believers from various
Ukrainian regions and from other countries, the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church’s press service said.
“Participants in today’s cross procession moved in a mighty
flow toward the center of the capital for three hours. It was
a marvelously joyful event,” church spokesperson Vasily
Anisimov told Interfax-Religion.
A total of 100,000 people attended the celebration last year.
(1) HRWF Comment: No alternative reliable source confirms or
denies these statistics. Noteworthy is the fact that the UOC/
Moscow Patriarchate in Kyiv and the ROC in Moscow name the
event “the baptism of the Rus” and not “the christianization
of the Kievan Rus”.

