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–
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2017/12/pakistan-bomb-attac
k/ – Worshippers were lining up to take the Holy Communion
when at least two men, armed and wearing suicide vests,
attacked Bethel Memorial Methodist Church in western
Pakistan’s restive city Quetta on Sunday morning. They left at
least eleven dead and more than 50 injured, many in a critical
condition, unofficial local figures say.
“It was a pleasant morning. We had sung songs and children had
presented a Christmas program. Pastor Simon Bashir had
finished his sermon and we were moving towards the altar when
we started hearing gunfire outside the church,” said Sohail
Yousuf. His 13 year-old daughter Mehak lost her life; her 16
year-old sister Wasiqa is critically ill after an operation in
Quetta’s Combined Military Hospital (CMH).
Yousuf, a manager in an insurance company, migrated 16 years
ago to Quetta from Punjab after his wife, a government
schoolteacher, was posted there.
“We bolted all the doors and were praying that God would
protect each of us. Then a suicide bomber blew himself up at
the main door. The explosion shattered the door and injured
many inside. When some rushed outside, they were injured by
gunfire as the terrorists were on the church lawn. But soon
the situation was brought under control by the volunteer
church security guards and police present there.”
Caritas Executive Director Sheezan William told World Watch

Monitor that the first person killed was the church security
guard George Masih, who tried to stop the men advancing
towards the church.
“I came to know what was happening while the exchange of fire
was taking place. I phoned two youths in the choir. I could
hear gunfire on the phone and then rushed to the church,” he
said.
Leading Pakistani newspaper ‘Dawn’ also confirms that police
intervened after the church security guard scuffled with one
attacker. About two hundred congregants were inside the
church, beautifully decorated for Christmas, when the
terrorists unleashed their attack. Islamic State (IS) has
claimed responsibility but provided no evidence for this
claim.
“The injured were taken to the Civil Hospital, CMH, Akram
Hospital and other private hospitals. Relatives picked up two
bodies from the church and took them away, which is why they
are not counted in official numbering.”
Retired Brigadier Samson Simon Sharaf, a political analyst who
is close to security agencies, told World Watch Monitor the
attackers were four in number. “They were equipped with ample
ammunition supply and were aiming to take worshippers hostage
and kill them one by one, prolonging the scene of terror as
much as they could.”
Video footage shows a church security guard was quick to close
the door when he saw two men approaching. This provided more
time for local security personnel to plan.
“One terrorist was shot in the compound before he could blow
himself up inside the church. Meanwhile, the other one rushed
to the church entrance where he blew himself up,” said Sharaf.
“The agencies chased the other two who fled, and a search
operation is ongoing.

“The incident has taken place close to the sad day in the
country’s history, December 16 [when Pakistani forces were
defeated in 1971, leading to East Pakistan becoming
Bangladesh]. Our enemy keeps reminding us of our history. This
time Christians are targeted who stand united with other
Pakistanis against the menace of terrorism.”
William added: “A team of about 70 youths is working day and
night to provide blood supplies, food or any other assistance
to the injured, and coffins for the burial.” He told World
Watch Monitor that seven families living in the church
compound, including that of Pastor Simon Bashir, were told to
vacate their houses. “All of them have moved to relatives
until the area is given clearance.”
Al-Jazeera reports Moazzam Jah Ansari, police chief of
Balochistan province, as saying: “We have cleared the
immediate area around the church, and we are now clearing a
peripheral area”.
Balochistan, the largest province of Pakistan, is situated
along the Afghan border. The mineral rich, mostly hilly,
region – the least populated area in the country – is where an
insurgent separatist movement has long been going on. Most
Christians in this province have migrated from Punjab but
mostly remain unharmed by the separatists, though the
separatists are against Punjabis, believing they are doing an
injustice to them by controlling their land and resources.
The Quetta Methodist church, established in 1959, came under
the control of the Church of Pakistan in 1971 after six
Protestant denominations, including the Methodist Church,
united as one denomination.
Ten days ago, a seven-year-old boy and two others were killed
during a hand grenade attack on the gates of a Christian
colony in Chaman, also in Balochistan, south-western Pakistan.
Punjabi Christians staged a protest, about the way they feel

the government does not do enough to protect them against
radical Islamic militant extremists, outside the Lahore Press
Club a few hours after the Quetta attack.
Last week, the EU Envoy on Freedom of Religion or Belief, Jan
Figel, was in Pakistan, and took part in the set-up of an
inter-faith advisory commission. Its main aim is to help stop
misuse of the blasphemy law.
Since 9/11, Christians are the main religious minority that
has come under both communal attacks on the pretext of
blasphemy, and by terrorist attacks on their places of
worship. Immediately after 9/11 there were six attacks on
churches, Christian hospitals and educational institutions.
Such attacks re-surfaced again in 2013 with the suicide attack
on All Saints’ Memorial Church in Peshawar province, which is
also on the Afghan border. About 90 people died in that
incident, including many children.
Then on 15 March 2015, just before Easter, two churches in a
Christian neighbourhood in Lahore came under twin suicide
attacks. About 25 people died. In 2016 in Lahore, Punjab
– where the largest Christian population lives – a suicide
attack took place on a park, killing mostly Christians as they
celebrated Easter. This year, security was on high alert at
Easter. In March, Pakistan’s military agency, to prevent an
attack, killed a husband and arrested his wife, who’d been
trained in Syria by IS. (She was later released by security
agencies.) Security agencies are on high alert for Christmas.
The worst attack in Pakistan’s history (which changed the
course of the country by triggering new anti-terrorism laws
after showing the population how ruthlessly Islamist militant
radicals could behave), took place exactly three years ago in
Peshawar when terrorists raided an army public school,
massacring 141, including 132 children.
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Below we have a list of those killed and injured with some
images of the survivors you may find these upsetting and
should stop reading from here is so: List of People who lost
their lives during the blast in Church in Quetta 1. Mehak D/O
of Sohail Yousaf 2. Akash S/O Naseem 3. Fazal Masih S/o Malik
Masih 4. George Masih 5. Gulzar Masih 6. Sultan Masih S/O
Siraj Masih 7. Sona Nazaf D/O Noaf Hameed 8. Madeeha Barkat
D/O Barkat Ali List of people who were injured: 1. Ashraf S/O
Manzoor 2. Sultan S/O Mizaj 3. Saiqa wife of Sohail 4. Aaliya
Naeem 5. Nadia 6. Mekal 7. Saima 8. Sunil 9. Shamim 20. Yasir
Naveed 21. Shezadi Shamshad 22. Adil 23. Khushi 24. Salma 25.
Hanan 26. Sadaf 27. Jospheen 28. Ayeasha 29. Tina Qaisor 30.
Ramish 31. Eman Wali 32. Zeeshan 33. Aksa

