NORTH KOREA: UN expert calls
for
engagement
amid
continuing rights violations
UN (24.10.2019) – https://bit.ly/2C0XsLi – A UN human rights
expert said North Korea’s economic resources were being
diverted away from the essential needs of the people as food
insecurity remained at alarming levels.
Tomás Ojea Quintana, the Special Rapporteur on the situation
of human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea,
said the fact that 11 million North Koreans – nearly half of
the population – remained undernourished served as a reminder
of the State’s long-failing economic and agricultural
policies.
“We should not forget the devastating famine of the mid-1990s
when up to one million people starved,” he told the General
Assembly in New York, calling for specific State reforms.
The Special Rapporteur also updated Member States on the
ongoing suppression of basic freedoms, including freedom of
expression. “North Korean people continue to live in the
entrenched fear of being sent to a political prison camp,” he
said. “You can be suddenly taken by agents of the Ministry of
State Security and never be seen again.”
While highlighting the ongoing seriousness of the situation
and the need for accountability, the Special Rapporteur urged
member states to explore new avenues of constructive dialogue
with the Government. “The Government has accepted 132
recommendations from the UN’s Universal Periodic Review of the
country’s human rights record; this opens opportunities for
engagement by Member States and the UN towards bringing real
improvements,” Quintana said. “North Korea needs to open up to
this dialogue in the spirit of international cooperation.”

In addition, the Special Rapporteur urged Member States to
cease the sidelining of human rights concerns during
negotiations on denuclearisation and sanctions relief.
“Integrating fundamental human rights into the current
negotiations is crucial for the sustainability of any
agreement for denuclearisation and peace for the Korean
Peninsula and beyond,” Quintana said. “This is not an agenda
that can be deferred.”
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