Hong Kong’s future in the
balance: extradition bill
eroding autonomy
Democracy Digest (13.05.2019) – https://bit.ly/2LIb3yZ – The
political storm over a contentious extradition bill is set to
escalate with pro-government lawmakers considering an
unprecedented move to bypass normal vetting procedures to
speed up its passage, the South China Morning Post reports:
The strategy was floated after the government expressed
“utmost regret” over the “uncontrollable” disorder at a
Legislative Council committee meeting on the bill on Saturday,
when clashes between rival camps ended with at least four
lawmakers claiming they were injured.The meeting was adjourned
before a chairman could be elected to begin scrutiny of the
bill, which would allow a case-by-case transfer of fugitives
to places Hong Kong lacks an extradition deal with, including
mainland China and Taiwan.
Anger over the proposal that would let people suspected of
crimes be extradited to mainland China led to pandemonium in
Hong Kong’s legislature on Saturday, as lawmakers scuffled and
at least one was carried out of the chamber on a stretcher,
according to The New York Times (HT: FDD).
Hong Kong democracy advocates this week bring their protest
against the extradition bill to the United States, the Post
adds. If the bill passes, Democratic Party founder Martin Lee
warns, ‘there’s danger’ in coming to Hong Kong. Lee and
activist Nathan Law have been asked to testify about the bill
before the US Congressional-Executive Commission on China (see
below).
China’s ruling Communist Party seems powerful at the moment,
but China is at a crossroads, notes Benny Tai, associate

professor of law at the University of Hong Kong. The kinds of
cultural changes seen in Hong Kong may be coming to China
before long, he wrote for The Diplomat, in an essay drawn from
an article in the April 2019 issue of the National Endowment
for Democracy’s Journal of Democracy.
Beijing is also curbing Hong Kong’s vibrant civil society, a
leading analyst claims.
A Hong Kong district court recently convicted nine core
leaders of the 2014 Umbrella Movement of conspiracy to commit
public nuisance, notes Victoria Tin-bor Hui, associate
professor in political science at the University of Notre
Dame. The movement demanded “genuine universal suffrage”
because successive chief executives unaccountable to the
public have eroded Hong Kong’s freedoms. Protestors will
persist on or off streets if the root causes are unresolved,
she wrote for the Journal of Democracy.
The National Endowment for Democracy (NED) hosts a discussion
on “New Threats to Civil Society and the Rule of Law in Hong
Kong.”
Speakers: Martin Lee, founding chairman of the Hong Kong
Democratic Party; Nathan Law, founding chairman of Demosisto;
James To, member of the Hong Kong Legislative Council; Lee
Cheuk Yan, member of the executive committee of the Hong Kong
Civil Hub; and Mak Yin-Ting, former chair of the Hong Kong
Journalists Association
12 noon. May 14, 2019. Venue: NED, 1025 F Street NW, Suite
800, Washington, D.C. RSVP
The Congressional-Executive Commission on China holds a
hearing on “Hong Kong’s Future in the Balance: Eroding
Autonomy and Challenges to Human Rights.”
Speakers:

James To, member of the Hong Kong Legislative Council
and the Yau Tsim Mong District Council;
Lee Cheuk Yan, general secretary of the Hong Kong
Confederation of Trade Unions and member of the
Executive Committee of Hong Kong Civil Hub;
Former Hong Kong Legislative Council member Martin Lee,
founding chairman of the Hong Kong Democratic Party;
Former Hong Kong Legislative Council member Nathan Law,
founding chairman of the Hong Kong Demosisto Party;
Mak Yin Ting, former chair of the Hong Kong Journalists
Association.
10 a.m. – May 15, 2019
Venue: 2255 Rayburn House Office Building, Capitol Hill,
Washington, DC.
RSVP Scott.Flipse@mail.house.gov
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