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Police in India lay charges against 270 Christian 'liars' 

Uttar Pradesh officials accuse Pentecostal congregation of lying about 

Hinduism, drugging people to convert them 
 

By Saji Thomas, Bhopal 

 

UCA News (12.09.2018) - https://bit.ly/2N7OdRz - Police in India's Uttar Pradesh state 
have charged more than 270 Christians with "spreading lies about Hinduism and 

drugging people to try and convert them to Christianity." 

 

Christians in Jaunpur district said on Sept. 10 that the move showed religious bias and 
was an attempt to terrorize Christians. 

 

Police in the district filed the charges against 271 Christians of a Pentecostal church last 

week after being directed to do so by a local court. 

 
The court directive followed a complaint lodged by activist group Hindu Jagran Manch 

that Christians were propagating misinformation about the Hindu religion and attempting 

to convert people during Sunday services. 

 
Pastors Durga Prasad Yadav, Kirit Rai and Jitendra Ram were named on the charge sheet 

while the others were not identified.  

 

The Hindu group said it went to court after the Christians refused to stop conducting 
Sunday prayer services despite repeated warnings. 

 

https://bit.ly/2N7OdRz
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The group's lawyer, Brijesh Singh, told the court that for the last few years the Christians 

had been urging people in surrounding districts to come to their church in the village of 

Bhundly and attend prayer services. 

 
"After prayers every Sunday and Tuesday, the priests used to tell lies about the Hindu 

religion and convince people to embrace Christianity. They also used to give prohibited 

medicine and drugs to visitors and convert them while they were under their influence," 

the Indian Express newspaper quoted Singh as telling the court.  
 

Local pastor A. Anil told ucanews.com that the allegations were "absolutely false and 

baseless."  

 
Christians have been worshiping there for the past 15 years and never had any problem 

until the pro-Hindu Bharatiya Janata Party came to power, the pastor said.  

 

Yogi Adityanath, a Hindu guru-turned politician, leads the party in the state. 

 
Adityanath is also head priest of Gorakhnath Math, a Hindu temple in Gorakhpur, a town 

in the Hindu-majority state of some 200 million people.  

 

Shibu Thomas, founder of Persecution Relief, an ecumenical forum that records incidents 
of persecution against Christians in India, told ucanews.com that hard-line Hindu activists 

had been threatening the pastors and their congregation against holding prayer 

meetings. 

 
Opposition grew when the prayer meetings began to attract crowds when people claimed 

to be "healed by prayers." 

 

"The allegation of drugging people to convert people to Christianity is absurd — no one 
would do such a thing in Christianity," Thomas said. 

 

Hindu attacks on Christians across India have doubled as part of an unprecedented 

attempt to portray Christians as trying to destabilize the country, according to a 

Persecution Relief report in February. It recorded 736 incidents of persecution against 
Christians in 2017 against 348 in 2016. 

 

Christians account for 2.3 per cent or 29 million of India's population of 1.3 billion, some 

80 percent of them Hindus. 

 

 

2 years after Supreme Court order, no investigation into 
‘shocking’ number of Kandhamal acquittals 

 
World Watch Monitor (11.09.2018) - https://bit.ly/2NHKFFq - The man spearheading the 

campaign for “justice” for the victims of the worst case of anti-Christian violence in 

India’s history has denounced the failure of the Odisha state government to follow up on 

a Supreme Court order to investigate why there have been so few criminal convictions 
despite nearly 6,500 arrests. 

 

Almost 100 Christians were killed in the Kandhamal district of Odisha in August 2008 

following claims Christians were behind the killing of a Hindu leader, Swami 
Laxmanananda Sarawati. Three hundred churches and 6,000 Christian homes were also 

attacked, rendering 56,000 people homeless. 

 

https://bit.ly/2NHKFFq
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Yet, despite 6,495 arrests and 827 criminal cases being registered against alleged 

perpetrators, India’s Supreme Court ordered an investigation in August 2016 as to why 

there had been only 78 convictions. 

 
“Such a large proportion [of acquittals] is very disturbing,” said Chief Justice T. S. 

Thakur, as he delivered his verdict on 2 August, 2016, on what he called “inadequate” 

compensation paid to the victims of the violence. He ordered the state government to 

investigate “wherever acquittals were not justified on facts”. 
 

But two years later, campaigner Father Ajay Singh, speaking at an event in Odisha on 29 

August to mark the ten-year anniversary of the violence, said “nothing has happened two 

years after the Supreme Court made this order”. 
 

 

“Nobody is bothered about what the Supreme Court had ordered on the shocking 

[number of] acquittals,” he added. “When will we get justice?” 

 
At another commemorative event in New Delhi on 23 August, Hindu activist Swami 

Agnivesh claimed the 2008 murder of Swami Sarawati had been orchestrated by Hindu 

nationalists seeking to stir up violence against Christians. (Swami Sarawati had been a 

vocal critic of Christian evangelism.) 
 

The violence that followed his murder came after the Hindu leader’s body was taken on a 

procession across Kandhamal. 

 
“The long march with the dead body of the swami was responsible for triggering the 

communal flare up against Christians,” said Swami Agnivesh at another event in the 

Odisha capital, Bhubaneswar, on 29 August, warning that similar outbreaks of violence 

could follow in future if Indians continue to be divided along religious lines. 
 

“Kandhamal will be repeated and justice will not be done as long as religion-based 

polarisation goes on,” he said. 

 

Fellow activist Harsh Mander concurred, saying: “The attacks and the suffering of 
[innocent people] do not end. These are the products of lies that are systematically 

spread to polarise communities.” 

 

‘I haven’t got a penny’ 
 

Over 3,000 Christians – most of them victims of the 2008 violence – gathered in 

Phulbani, the administrative headquarters of Kandhamal, to mark the tenth anniversary 

on 28 August, under the banner: “No more bloodshed in the name of religion. Kandhamal 
never again. We want justice.” 

 

Junos Nayak, a policeman forced to retire following injuries sustained in the 2008 

violence, said: “I have heard that the Supreme Court has ordered compensation for the 

injured victims. I have not got a penny earlier or now. 
 

“I do not know whom to approach for the compensation. My name does not appear in the 

government list of the injured.” 

 
Nayak, who belongs to the Church of North India, was lucky to survive after being shot 

with a hunting gun. His elder brother Lalji died in the same attack after he was stabbed 

because, according to his brother, he refused to convert to Hinduism. 

 
Lalji Nayak’s eldest son, Umesh, told World Watch Monitor that though his mother 

Mandakini received initial compensation of Rs 500,000 (US$ 7,100) from the 
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government, officials raised technicalities when he approached them for the additional 

promised compensation of Rs 300,000 after his mother, who suffered a broken skull in 

the attack, died in 2012. 

 
“They told me to bring all the family together to the government to collect the additional 

compensation,” Lalji Nayak said. 

 

The federal Supreme Court in its 2 August, 2016, verdict ordered the additional sum of 
Rs 300,000 ($4,250) to be given to dependants of those killed, on top of the $7,100 they 

received earlier. 

 

The apex court also ordered compensation of Rs 30,000 ($425) for those “seriously 
injured” and Rs 10,000 ($140) for those who received “minor injuries”. Neither of these 

groups had previously received any compensation from the Odisha government. 

 

The court also ordered the state government to pay Rs 10,000 to those whose homes 

were “partially” damaged and Rs 50,000 to those whose homes were “fully damaged”. 
 

But there was no provision for those initially denied compensation, due to their damage 

not meeting the technical criteria. 

 
Gladish Naik, who heads the Church of North India’s social-service wing, told World 

Watch Monitor that “many are not even aware of the enhanced compensation”. 

 

“The government claims that they have already deposited Rs 150 million to the bank 
accounts of the Rs 210 million the government has set apart for distribution,” said Fr. 

Dibakar Parichha, who heads the legal and rehabilitation department of the Catholic 

Church that accounts for more than half of the 120,000 Christians in Kandhamal. 

 
“The challenge is to find out whether all those listed have got the compensation,” Fr. 

Parichha said. 

 

 

Hindu extremist violence on the rise in southern Indian 

states 
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This church in Sangameshwar village was demolished on the directions of 

upper-caste Hindus (World Watch Monitor). 

 

World Watch Monitor (03.08.2018) - https://bit.ly/2vjpwqj - Religious freedom advocate 
ADF India has noted a rise in incidents of religiously motivated violence in India’s two 

Telugu language-speaking southern states, Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, including the 

brutal murder of an elderly Christian woman. 

 
So far this year, ADF India says it has verified 17 incidents of anti-Christian persecution 

at the hands of Hindu extremist groups, all taking place within or close to Hyderabad, 

which is the Telangana state capital and also the de jure capital of Andhra Pradesh. 

 
Telangana state was formed after the bifurcation of Andhra Pradesh in 2014, the same 

year when Narendra Modi’s Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) was voted to 

power. Since then, there has been a marked increase in anti-Christian sentiment across 

India, as World Watch Monitor has reported. 

 
“Although the state governments – both Telangana Rashtra Samiti in Telangana and 

Telugu Desam Party in Andhra Pradesh – do not openly support Hindu fundamentalism, 

most of their party workers at ground level belong to either RSS [Rashtriya 

Swayamsevak Sangh] or any of its affiliates,” an ADF India volunteer told World Watch 
Monitor on condition of anonymity. “The secular image they flaunt is only for vote-bank 

politics. 

 

“BJP has spread its wings to non-BJP ruling states as well. This is the reality. Telangana 
felt safe and calm till June. In just a few weeks, everything changed.” 

Pastor threatened 

 
In a recent case, on 24 July, a mob of at least 150 activists from RSS and fellow 

extremist group Bajrang Dal blocked the doorway of a Christian family’s house in the 

rural Hyderabad village of Lalgadi Malakpet, where a local pastor was visiting to pray for 

a sick member of the family. 

 
“The mob was shouting angrily and the believers’ family whom I was visiting did not 

allow me to go out,” the pastor, Avaru Santosh, told World Watch Monitor. “It continued 

https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2018/03/elderly-christian-woman-murdered-in-india-family-say-she-was-targeted-police-say-killer-mad/
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/coe/bjp-responsible-for-most-hate-speech-in-india-study-finds/
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for hours. They did not want to move from there without beating me, and it was late in 

the night. 

 

 “At around 11pm, one from the mob challenged me that he can go to church with me 
and so I should go to a Hindu temple with him, eat what they give to prove to him that 

all humans are equal. Another from the mob said, ‘Today we will finish this pastor and 

leave only after that’.” 

 
Eventually the police arrived and the pastor was able to go home. “But they [RSS and 

Bajrang Dal] issued a complaint against me in writing that I convert Hindus to 

Christianity by offering money, and demanded the police to register a case,” the pastor 

explained. 
 

A local Christian, who wished to remain anonymous, told World Watch Monitor that 

around eight years ago Bibles and other Christian literature had been set on fire in the 

village. “Hindu residents here are hard-core RSS supporters and no Christian dares to 

move around carrying a Bible,” the Christian said. “But Pastor Santosh came forward to 
minister in this area. It has been four years now that we are gathering together [to 

worship] in believers’ houses.” 

Church bulldozed 
 

Ten days previously, on 14 July, upper-caste Hindus including the village president and 

local political leaders had sent a bulldozer to demolish a church in another village, around 

90km north of Lalgadi Malakpet. 
 

“They have been after the church for more than three months now. Finally, they 

succeeded in uprooting the structures,” said Sapa Srinivas, pastor of the Good Fruit 

Ministries church in Sangameshwar village, Siddhipet District. 

Church construction halted 

 

Earlier in the month, on 8 July, construction of a church in a village 30km southeast of 
Lalgadi Malakpet was forcefully brought to a halt by RSS and Bajrang Dal youths. 

 

“They issued death threats; we could not conduct a worship service also that Sunday,” 

Jimmigari Devadanam, pastor of Bethel Church in Bommalaramaram village, Yadadri 

Bhuvanagiri District, told World Watch Monitor. 
 

“We purchased the land to construct the church and for the past 20 years we worshipped 

under a shed. With the help of some kind-hearted donors, we could collect enough funds 

to begin the construction work. I took permission from the village president and raised 
the pillars. 

 

“Believers from surrounding tribal hamlets also attend the Sunday service and the shed 

was not enough. I secured permission for construction as well as to run the church from 
the officials, but it could not stop the Hindu extremists from attacking me. 

 

“Even the police officers could not assure us of any help. One officer raised his voice and 

reprimanded me that the youths have the right to question about church services. 

Instead of assuring us that our rights will be protected, he strengthened them. 
 

“The next day, on 9 July, they came again to attack us and forcefully took my signature 

on a document that declares my assent to the cancellation of permissions I had earlier 

received from the village officials.” 

Church service disrupted 

 

http://rachakondapolice.telangana.gov.in/know-your-police-station/acp-bhongir.html
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On the same day, 8 July, in the Chandanagar area of Hyderabad, two locally known BJP 

leaders disrupted the worship service at Christ Olive Prayer House. 

 

“They said that they are posted by the BJP to inspect the churches in this area, and 
asked me if we had permission to conduct church services,” the pastor, Tekulavari 

Jairaju, told World Watch Monitor. 

 

“One asked if I had the permission from the neighbours to conduct church services. He 
advised me to take down their names and contact details, and told that he would return 

to collect the information.” 

Bible study stopped 
 

The day before, 7 July, an evening Bible study at a church on the other side of 

Hyderabad was brought to a halt after a drunk Hindu neighbour vandalised the church 

members’ cars parked outside. 
 

“There was enough space for the pedestrians and vehicles to pass-by but this neighbour 

was heavily drunk and not in his right state of mind,” Ananda Rao, pastor of the Rock 

Church in the Neredmet area of the city, told World Watch Monitor. 

 
“The youths in the church tried to stop him from damaging the vehicles, but he attacked 

them also, and had himself collapsed on the road.” 

 

When police arrived, instead of charging the drunk man, they instead arrested the 
pastor, charging him under sections 290, 296, 341 and 324 of the Indian Penal Code, 

which relate, respectively, to: committing public nuisance; causing disturbance to an 

assembly engaged in religious worship; wrongfully restraining any person; and 

voluntarily causing hurt with dangerous weapons. 
 

The pastor was released on bail the next day, but the case against him remains and, if 

found guilty, he faces up to three years’ imprisonment and a fine. 

 

The drunk man was not charged. 
 

Christians in the Neredmet area have recommenced services again, but only after police 

assured them of tight security every Sunday. 

 
“We asked the police force to provide us security, as they [RSS and Bajrang Dal] are 

waiting for a chance to attack us,” Pastor Rao said. “They are spreading false information 

that we attacked a Hindu. He was heavily drunk and out of control; we only tried to stop 

him from hitting the vehicles.” 

 

Anti-Christian violence in India’s Uttar Pradesh ‘part of 

the state machinery’ 

World Watch Monitor (20.07.2018) - https://bit.ly/2AJux0E - The northern Indian state of 

Uttar Pradesh, one of several to be ruled by the governing BJP party, is emerging as a 
new centre of anti-Christian violence as politicians use a fundamentalist form of Hinduism 

to intimidate minority communities. 

 

According to the religious freedom NGO ADF-India, Uttar Pradesh experienced the 
highest number of violent attacks against Christians in any state – 26 – in the first half of 

2018. 

 

https://bit.ly/2AJux0E
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So far this year, some 79 hate crimes based on religious identity, the highest number in 

any state,  were recorded in Uttar Pradesh by Project Doto (Documentation of the 

Oppressed), a team of lawyers, criminologists and civil rights activists. Many incidents 

against Muslims were recorded. 
 

According to recent media reports, members of a Hindu youth militia called Hindu Yuva 

Vahini (HYV) have attacked churches and pastors, and lynching Muslims who consume 

beef. HYV, an affiliate of the Hindu nationalist RSS (Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh), was 
founded by a Hindu monk called Yogi Adityanath, who is now Uttar Pradesh’s chief 

minister. 

 

A volunteer who helps victims of such violence, who requested anonymity, told World 
Watch Monitor: “Violent attacks which the Christian minorities had been experiencing in 

Uttar Pradesh are all part of the state machinery; it is state-sponsored violence. The 

attackers are well aware that Christians in rural areas especially can be easily targeted.” 

Pastor fined, evidence destroyed 
 

In a recent case, on Sunday (15 July), police, along with youths belonging to HYV and 

the Hindu nationalist organisation Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP), [encircled] a house 

church in the village of Birner, in Kaushambi District. A Christian woman there, Parul, 
told World Watch Monitor: “They told us, ‘Wind up this prayer service and come with us 

to the police.’” 

 

“They warned us that in 10 minutes the prayer meeting must end. They said: ‘If you 
want to gather as a congregation, go to the large churches built in big cities,” but we 

questioned them back, ‘Why can’t we worship in our own houses?’ And [we] asked the 

church youths to videotape the exchange,” said Parul, whose husband, Pastor Sanjay 

Kumar, has been arrested three times since last October. 
 

But she said that police destroyed much of the footage that had been shot as evidence of 

the incident. “We also need evidence from our side,” she added, “But they [police] 

slapped the boys and snatched their phones away. So, all we females had encircled them 

protesting. They deleted the videos and returned the mobiles.” 
 

Mrs Kumar said local police and young nationalists had disrupted church meetings before. 

“Since 2017, six times police came to stop the prayer service, each time accompanied by 

youths from VHP and HYV. “What happens if we obey and go to the police station? They 
will never listen to us, and in return, they file cases against us.” 

 

Pastor Kumar has been charged with “knowingly joining and continuing an assembly of 

five or more persons after it had been commanded to disperse” and promoting enmity 
between classes, races or religions, for conducting Bible studies and prayer services. 

 

In May the Sub Divisional Magistrate in Kaushambi District fined him and four other men 

each 50,000 rupees (£560, $720) for continuing to meet after police forcefully stopped 
Sunday worship at his church on October 29, 2017. 

 

Pastor Kumar spoke of the financial strain the fine had placed on him. “The burden of this 

penalty is on me, and God knows that I can’t afford it. Police filed 3 FIRs [first 

information reports] against me in the past ten months. It is not a surprise to me, if they 
are yet again conspiring to file false cases against me,” he told World Watch Monitor. 

 

“During my imprisonment, the police asked me over and over, “Are you a Christian? Are 

you a Christian?” I told them, ‘I need not be a Christian to be in love with Christ. I am 
madly in love with Christ. I am his devotee, Christ is to me what Lord Krishna [a major 

Hindu deity] was to his devotee Meera. I found the Lord’s love, and I am never leaving 

Him, even if it costs my life. I am ready to die.’ But the police laughed at me.” 

http://dotodatabase.com/
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/coe/india-rise-in-vigilantism-is-cause-for-minorities-to-be-concerned/
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/coe/india-rise-in-vigilantism-is-cause-for-minorities-to-be-concerned/
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‘The police changed the narrative’ 

 

On 2 July, Christians in the village of Kashirampur in Pratapgarh District were singing 
when a group of Hindu extremists arrived in two four-wheel drives. “They started beating 

everyone – children and the old, with wooden sticks,” Pastor Kumar told World Watch 

Monitor. 

 
“The service had almost come to an end that day, and some brethren had come forward 

to share their testimonies. Suddenly, the assailants surrounded on all sides and opened 

fire. They shot few times in the air and dispersed the gathering. They then struck 

whoever was in their sight with wooden sticks, and the vehicles parked a few feet away 
also were damaged,” he said. 

 

“We went to the police station to report the attack, but the police changed the narrative 

four times and charged the assailants under sections with lighter punishments.” 
 

Upon receiving the complaint from the village president of Kashirampur, police at 

Sangramgarh station charged the Christians with carrying out “forced conversions” and 

promoting enmity between classes. 

 
That pastor, Ram Kumar Yishu Darbar, told World Watch Monitor he is seeking 

anticipatory bail for himself. 

Beaten and accused of converting by force 
 

On 18 June, scores of Bajrang Dal activists, a Hindu militant organisation, beat up a 

pastor from the Church of North India, Dipender Prakash Maleywar, alleging that he had 

forcibly converted 11 Hindus to Christianity. 
The pastor’s daughter, Ritika, told World Watch Monitor “It was not a case of forced 

conversion. The 11 had been attending the church for over ten years now, and they 

wanted to get baptised. My father was only abiding by the law and was facilitating the 

process for them as they come from rural backgrounds and happen to be illiterates too.” 
 

“After police produced him before the court, it ordered for a CBI [Central Bureau of 

Investigation] enquiry. The CBI team went to the places where he ministers, and 

everybody who was interrogated told them the truth – that there was no forced 

conversions, and that they have been following Christ on their own will. That was enough 
for him to be released on bail. But it’s a conditional bail; he went to get his attendance 

marked twice in two weeks now,” she said. 

From marriage guidance to extortion 
 

On 5 June, Mahoba District police arrested a pastor who officiated at the wedding of one 

of his female church members, under Section 498A of Indian Penal Code. 

 
Pastor Dipak Kumar had several times counselled the couple, who were married two 

years ago, when the wife complained against her husband. But the woman had made a 

separate complaint to the police, alleging that her wedding was not an official one and 

that she had been sold to her husband for one lakh rupees [£1,100, US$1,500] by Pastor 
Kumar. 

 

Section 498A of the Indian Penal Code punishes the husband or relative of a married 

woman for subjecting her to cruelty. 

 
But Pastor Kumar’s wife, Sapna, told World Watch Monitor: “The alliance was fixed with 

the consent of both the bride and groom and their families.” 

 

https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/coe/indian-pastor-beaten-up-then-detained-after-11-hindus-convert-to-christianity/
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/coe/indian-pastor-beaten-up-then-detained-after-11-hindus-convert-to-christianity/
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She added that the woman’s brother was linked to Bajrang Dal, the youth wing of VHP. 

“The woman’s brother, a close associate of Bajrang Dal, targeted the pastor as the 

wedding was commenced in our church,” she said. 

 
“Recently, she sent her close relatives to me demanding five lakh rupees (£1,700 or 

US$2,200) and [stating] that she would withdraw the case if I obliged to her demands,” 

Mrs Kumar said. 

 
But she said her husband’s detention had placed the family under considerable strain. 

“Our two high school daughters have not gone to school since their father’s arrest. I 

don’t have enough resources to give them a good meal even.” 

 
“It has been over 40 days since my husband was put in jail,” Mrs Kumar added. 

What are the police doing in such incidents?   

 
A pastor based in Varanasi, known as David, said there was a too close relationship 

between the police and Hindu nationalist groups. “The police administration is totally 

biased towards chief minister Yogi Aditynath’s militant groups and its parent 

organisation, RSS and its other affiliates,” he told World Watch Monitor. 

 
He added: “Besides playing the Hindutva card, these groups, with support from the state 

and national government, are also practising social engineering  – the process of bringing 

lower and middle classes into the BJP fold.” 

 
“Christians are their main targets, as most of the believers in Uttar Pradesh are from 

rural areas where caste and class plays a dominant role,” he said. 

 

The volunteer World Watch Monitor quoted above described how the alleged police bias 
played out. “Now the trend in every case is that the police will negligently set aside the 

complaints filed by the victims, instead they register cases based on the complaints filed 

by the Hindu militants. In addition to their beatings and trauma, Christians also undergo 

imprisonment for days to weeks until the prosecution finds some solid evidence against 

them.” 
 

“Meanwhile, the arrested pastors’ families go through most difficult time, some can’t 

even provide for themselves. It is heart-wrenching,” he noted. 

 

16 more Christians detained under Jharkhand’s ‘anti-
conversion law’ 

World Watch Monitor (10.07.2018) - https://bit.ly/2N7I97p - A group of 16 Indian tribal 

Christians who visited another tribal family in the eastern state of Jharkhand to talk to 

them about Christianity are in police custody after the local village head accused them of 
“conversion by inducement”. 

 

Last year, Jharkhand became the seventh Indian state to introduce a so-called “anti-

conversion law”. Although ostensibly aimed at preventing “forced conversions”, in reality 
such laws are often used to prevent all conversions – whether by force or through free 

choice – and especially conversions away from Hinduism to minority religions such as 

Christianity. 

 
Two months ago, 15 Christians were arrested under the same law. 

 

https://bit.ly/2N7I97p
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2017/08/modi-accused-of-hypocrisy-after-india-bulldozes-through-another-anti-conversion-law/
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2017/08/modi-accused-of-hypocrisy-after-india-bulldozes-through-another-anti-conversion-law/
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/coe/india-15-christians-accused-of-conversion-in-jharkhand-state/
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In his complaint to police, Ramesh Murmu, the village president of Phulpahari, in Dumka 

District, alleged that 25 unknown people entered the village in the late evening on 5 July, 

installed a microphone and began proselytising the tribal villagers. 

 
A group of 25 Christian youths, volunteers from the Friends Missionary Prayer Band 

(FMPB), who are all also Adivasi (Sanskrit for “aboriginals”) tribals from different parts of 

eastern India, were on a mission to preach in the tribal hamlets. 

 
They visited Biti Soren’s family in Phulpahari. 

 

“We are the only Christian family here, and the FMPB group prayed for us and sang a 

couple of hymns, before the supporters of the village president opposed this prayer 
service,” Soren, who has now fled her village, told World Watch Monitor. 

 

“[The villagers] threatened that there should not be any Christian teachings in the 

village,” she said, adding: “They were saying [the group’s] vehicles should be set on fire 

so nobody could move from here.” 

‘Your religion is bad’ 

 

The first complaint submitted by the village president to police, the morning after the 
group’s visit, said villagers had stopped the Christians from preaching against their gods 

and idol worship, and had held them all hostage all night. That morning, the police took 

the 25 youths into custody. 

 
“My husband only went to the police station to give a statement that we had invited the 

FMPB brethren to our house and that there was no attempt to forcefully convert anybody, 

but he too was taken into custody,” Soren told World Watch Monitor. 

 
“I am now afraid to go back to the village, with my infant, in my husband’s absence. 

They instigated the villagers against Christianity. I am too scared. They tried to put me 

also in jail.” 

 

“The tribals in Jharkhand are either Sarna [religion of the indigenous people] or Hindu, 
and the 25 Christians who entered the village were putting the tribes under pressure to 

convert,” Inspector Manoj Kumar of Shikaripara police station, 70km south of Phulpahari, 

told World Watch Monitor. 

 
Asked what kind of pressure, Inspector Kumar said: “Firstly, they are 25 in number and 

entered the village at night. They belong to different parts of the country; one is from 

Bengal and another from elsewhere. They came to this tribal hamlet and started inducing 

the illiterate, innocent tribals to convert. 
 

“They told the villagers: ‘Your religion is bad’, and that ‘Satan lives in your worship 

places’, and said that ‘only conversion to Christianity will do you good’. And when the 

villagers answered that they are happy with their own religion, then the Christians have 
tried a variety of ways to lure them. They were luring the villagers by telling them the 

advantages that conversion to Christianity can fetch. 

 

“When the villagers told the Christians that nobody can enter our village without the 

president’s permission, they said that they have permission from a superior authority, far 
above the village president. That was the reason why they were confined that night – the 

villagers said: ‘Call the authority who sent you here; we will let you go if you call that 

person.’ And waited until it was morning and then complained to the police station.” 

 
Asked why the Christians were held hostage by villagers, Inspector Kumar countered: 

“Then why had they [Christians] gone there? They were not brought from anywhere and 

held hostage; the Christians have themselves gone to the village, and if an unknown 
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person enters their area and starts speaking against their faith, what else would they 

do?” 

 

FMPB coordinators said: “The whole day and night of Friday, 6 July, the police kept the 
Christians, including the minors – against whom there was no FIR [police report], in their 

custody.” 

 

Inspector Kumar told World Watch Monitor: “An FIR has been registered against 16 of 
the 25. The remaining seven are minors and women, and so we handed them to their 

families. The 16 were presented before the court and were sent to judicial custody, in 

Dumka Central Jail, yesterday [7 July].” 

 
The village head’s later complaint, attached to the FIR, accused the Christians of 

conversions by inducement. Jharkhand’s new law, contrary to what many believe, does 

not criminalise conversion from one belief (including Hinduism and Sarna) to another, but 

does forbid inducement or allurement. 

 
“The changes in the narrative are of serious concern. It is sad that it appears the 

complaint has been modified in a way to frame the Christians under the anti-conversion 

act,” FMPB field missionary Ramesh Velraj told World Watch Monitor. 

 
“The missionaries are well trained, and there is no chance they would utter a word 

against other religions or even mention Satan. They take this job of sharing [the] gospel 

as their calling, and have already been to 20 other villages in the state [before visiting 

Phulpahari] and have been witnessing souls coming to Christ.” 
 

Inspector Kumar alleged: “Today, 90 per cent of tribals here practise Christianity; please 

come and do a study of how is this happening? The Christians employ various tricks to 

evangelise the poor, illiterate tribals,” 
 

Soren told World Watch Monitor: “The prayer was at our house and neighbours and 

relatives also gathered, so this annoyed the village president and his supporters.” 

‘Vital role’ 
 

On 7 July, the day after the police arrests, members of the Hindu nationalist group 

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) held an event in the village to celebrate the court’s 

order that sent the 16 Christians to jail. The village president was garlanded and 
appreciated by key BJP and RSS leaders who attended. 

 

Local Christians say that Jharkhand’s BJP government authorities combine together with 

indigenous Sarna advocates against Christian missionary work amongst the poor, rural, 
illiterate Adivasis. One local Christian priest, who wished to remain anonymous, told 

World Watch Monitor: “The Christian missionaries have played a vital role in bringing 

education to the Adivasis. They have reached even the remotest parts of Jharkhand, 

started good schools and propagated the love of God through various activities.” 
 

So far, 31 Christians have been charged under section 4 of Jharkhand’s anti-conversion 

act, officially titled the Freedom of Religion Act, since it came into force in February. 

 

The law passed by the state legislature punishes a person guilty of forcible conversions of 
a minor, woman or a person belonging to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 

(members of India’s lowest caste) by imprisonment of four years and a fine up to 

100,000 rupees (US$1,500). It prescribes prior permission from the district collector to 

convert to another faith. Local Catholic leaders, such as Prabhaakr Tirkey, said at the 
time that Hindu nationalists misinterpret Christian missionary services of healthcare and 

education as “allurement” and fraudulent means for conversions. 
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Indian Christians charged with ‘hurting religious 
sentiments’ by handing out Easter tracts 

 
The Christians were released on bail late in the evening on 3 April, two days after their 

arrest on Easter Sunday (World Watch Monitor) 

 
By Tejaswi Ravinder 

 

World Watch Monitor (05.04.2018) - https://bit.ly/2HkBfKl - Four Christians, including 

the wife of a church leader, have been charged with “hurting religious sentiments” after 
they handed out Christian tracts during an Easter procession in India’s southern 

Telangana state. 

 

Rayapuri Jyothi, 38, Meena Kumari, 52, Mahima Kumari, 35 and Bagadam Sudhakar, 45, 

were taken into custody by police in the state capital, Hyderabad, at around 5.30 pm on 
Easter Sunday following a complaint by the leader of a local group affiliated with the 

Hindu nationalist Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh. They were later charged and released 

on bail on Tuesday, 3 April. 

 
Jakkula Vinay Kumar, the patron of the Hindu Jana Shakti group, alleged the 20-25 

Christians taking part in the march had entered the slum in the Dayarguda area of the 

city and attempted to convert the uneducated people there to Christianity. 

 
But the Christians’ lawyer, Sudheer Kumar, told World Watch Monitor his complaint was 

only lodged after the Christians had already gone to the police to file their own complaint 

https://bit.ly/2HkBfKl
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against Hindu Jana Shakti members, whom they accused of abusing them as they 

handed out the gospel tracts, which they were given permission to do by the local police. 

 

Assistant Commissioner of Police Bhujanga Rao confirmed to local media that the 
Christians – members of New Blessings Church – had been given permission to hand out 

the tracts as part of their Easter procession. 

 

“On the eve of Easter, yesterday, Christian brethren celebrating Easter in Dayarguda 
area were opposed by some men from distributing gospel tracts,” he told local media on 

Easter Monday. 

 

“With permission from the police, we [the church] took out a peaceful procession, singing 
hymns, distributing tracts around our area,” one female church member said in a video 

that circulated on social media. “When we were about to wind up and return back to the 

church premises, in the last moment, they [Hindu Jana Shakti members] attacked four 

Christians, and we went running back to their rescue. 

 
“[The men] physically attacked the Christian youth and misbehaved with the women, and 

even tried to apply vermillion [a cosmetic powder] to the pastor’s wife.” (Vermillion is 

traditionally worn by married Hindu women, and only their husbands are permitted to 

apply it for them.) 
 

She added that when she told the men they had obtained permission from the police, 

they grabbed her hand and ripped the bangles from it, shouting at her: “Do you know 

the law?” She said they then tore up the letter of permission she showed them, and 
started beating up some of the young Christian men in the group. 

 

Some of the other church members told World Watch Monitor the men had said to them: 

“How dare you promote a religion! Will you also accept if we apply vermillion [a Hindu 
custom] to your forehead?” 

 

“When we [Christians] resisted, they [Hindu Jana Shakti] paid no heed,” the church 

members told World Watch Monitor. “They called the women prostitutes and the 

Christians ‘children born out of prostitution’, and many such extremely foul words in the 
Telugu language spoken in the area.” 

 

“We submitted a complaint to the police narrating the incident,” the leader of the church, 

who wished only to be identified as Andrew, told World Watch Monitor. “But they [Hindu 
Jana Shakti] ran ahead of us, to try to be first to give a complaint.” 

 

In the First Information Report (FIR) lodged by the Christians, the Hindus were accused 

of assault, criminal intimidation, promoting enmity between classes and using force 
against a woman with the intention to “outrage” her modesty. 

 

“The Hindutva elements are targeting small churches because we are 

weak, with less members, and also we don’t usually get the high level 

support from Christian leaders from all frontiers.” 
 

The police assistant commissioner confirmed that three of the Hindu Jana Shakti 

members had been arrested, including its president Lalith Kumar. 

 
A local source, who requested anonymity, told World Watch Monitor that several 

politicians from the Hindu nationalist BJP – Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s party – came 

to the police station to give their support to Kumar and pressure police to file a counter-

FIR against the Christians. 
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“The police filed the FIR against the Christians without any evidence, but only because of 

the pressure,” the source said. 

 

“What happens is the accused side will now try to silence the voice of witnesses, by 
threatening them, and, by hook or crook, they will see that no witness appears before 

the court during the trials, and with no witnesses or evidence, the benefit of doubt goes 

in the favour of the accused, resulting in their acquittal,” a legal expert, who did not wish 

to be named, told World Watch Monitor. 
 

Police Inspector Prasanna Kumar remained unavailable for comment. 

 

“Since the Christians were arrested post the court hours, I went to the magistrate’s 
house to release them on bail on 3 April,” the Christians’ lawyer, Sudheer Kumar, 

explained. 

 

“The next day [4 April], we furnished the bail procedure. To safeguard themselves from 

the accusations, [the Hindus] filed a complaint against the Christians. All the BJP top 
cadre were at the police station, and have ensured the registration of [the] FIR. 

 

“That evening after their [Hindu Jana Shakti] leaders were released on bail, they went to 

the church and threatened the Christians; I rushed to the police station and filed another 
FIR against them [which included charges on outraging the modesty of women]. 

 

He said they had used their contacts within the BJP to file the charges. 

 
Pastor Andrew told World Watch Monitor that he and his church members were being 

spied on by members of the Hindu group and that he had received death threats. He said 

he is “very scared”, that he fears his phone is tapped and that he was told he would be 

killed “soon”. 
 

“The Hindutva [hardline Hindu] elements are targeting small churches because we are 

weak, with less members, and also we don’t usually get the high level support from 

Christian leaders from all frontiers,” Pastor Andrew said. 

 
“The reason the pastor and the church members are being threatened is they don’t want 

anyone to speak up when the matter is presented before the court,” lawyer Kumar 

added. 

 

 

Six Christians injured following Hindu attack over baby’s 
burial 

 

World Watch Monitor (05.03.2018) - http://bit.ly/2FhEdxc - Six Christians were badly 
injured and a house torched in an attack by Hindu extremists in the eastern Indian state 

of Odisha, following the death and burial of a Christian baby. 

 

The incident occurred on 27 February in Tangaguda, a town in Malkangiri District, where 
three Christian families live alongside 35 Hindu families, a local source told World Watch 

Monitor. 

 

After one of the Christian families lost their two-year-old daughter, they prepared for her 
burial but were opposed by Hindus who demanded that the girl be buried outside the 

village, the source said. 

 

http://bit.ly/2FhEdxc
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The bereaved family explained to them that they would bury the child on land they 

owned, the source said, but the Hindus reportedly only allowed them go ahead after they 

paid them the equivalent of around US $80. 

 
 

‘Hatred and discrimination’ 

 

 
A child was among those injured (Photo: World Watch Monitor) 
 

World Watch Monitor was told that that same night, after they had buried the little girl, 

approximately 30 Hindu extremists arrived at their home and set it on fire. While the 

mother, Debe Nande, was able to escape, her husband, Sukra Markhami, and their other 
daughter, 12-year-old Savitha, were beaten and left unconscious. Savitha sustained a 

critical head injury. 

 

The source reported that some of the other Christian families who came to help were also 

attacked. Jaga Markhami, 52, was left with a broken hand while another neighbour, 
Danga Markhami, 45, sustained a broken leg as he tried to fight off the attackers. Two 

others were also injured and taken to hospital. 

 

Catholic priest Manoj Kumar Nayak told Agenzia Fides: “In Orissa [the former name for 
Odisha] there is still hatred and discrimination against Christians, and there are failings 

to meet the legitimate needs of Christian minorities.” 

 

While those injured are being treated in hospital, the other Christians have been taken to 
a safe place elsewhere, India-based Christian watchdog Persecution Relief reported. 

 

It also said a complaint was filed with the police, who tried to mediate and establish a 

‘Peace Agreement’ between the two parties. 
 

 

‘Deteriorating rapidly’ 

 

Christian charity Open Doors International reported that in January 2018 alone there 
were 78 reports of hate crimes against Christians in India. The recorded cases included 

one of murder, eight cases of physical violence, six cases of damage to church property 

and seven cases of forced expulsion from homes. 

 
General secretary of the Evangelical Fellowship of India, Rev. Vijayesh Lal, told World 

Watch Monitor last month that the situation for Indian Christians was “deteriorating 
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pretty rapidly”. He said he feared that “the worst will unfold in 2019”, suggesting that 

there could be a further escalation in anti-Christian violence around the spring elections, 

stigmatising Christians as a threat to ‘Hindu India’. 

 
Last year EFI recorded 352 verified incidences of hate crimes against Indian Christians, 

making 2017 “one of the most traumatic” years for them in a decade. EFI noted that 

India’s Hindu-nationalist government had acknowledged in Parliament that “communal 

violence”, the term used to define clashes between religious groups, increased 28 per 
cent over three years to 2017. 

 

It also said that the actual number of incidences was likely to be higher as many cases 

are not reported because the victims are afraid or the police refuses to register a 
complaint. 

 

Tamil Nadu continues to lead the way in violent attacks 

on Christians 

By Tejaswi Ravinder 
 

World Watch Monitor (02.03.2018) - http://bit.ly/2I3JhXJ - After a year in which hate 

crimes against Indian Christians happened at a rate of almost one verified incident per 

day, the state which registered the most incidents in 2017 (over 50) – Tamil Nadu – 
continues to see outbreaks of violence. 

 

In the first two months of 2018, the United Christian Forum has already counted nine 

incidents in the southern state, including the mysterious death of Pastor in Kanchipuram 

District. 
 

Two weeks after that incident, on 4 February, a “house church” in the town of 

Suleeswaranpatti, in Pollachi Coimbatore District, where Christians had been gathering 

for 20 years, was attacked by Hindu Munnani activists. Hindu Munnani is a religious and 
cultural organisation based in the state, formed to defend Hinduism and protect its 

religious monuments. 

 

A group of ten extremists forced their way into a hall where Christians were holding a 
Sunday service. 

 

“They shouted slogans demanding us to stop running the church,” Pastor Challamuthu 

Stephen told World Watch Monitor. 
 

“They damaged the roof of the church and every object in their sight, and 

issued threats that if we continue gathering as a church, they will kill us,” 

Stephen said. “The Christians got frightened and scattered from there.” 

 
“They damaged the roof of the church and every object in their sight, and issued threats 

that if we continue gathering as a church, they will kill us.” 

 

He continued: “The extremists warned us, ‘This area is dominated by Hindus. How dare 
you run a church here! You can go to America or any foreign land and serve your Christ 

there!’ 

 

“Police arrived and asked the Hindu activists to leave, but once the police were gone, 
they came back again and continued shouting at us.” 

 

http://bit.ly/2I3JhXJ
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About four years ago, Stephen was brutally attacked by activists, including, he claims, 

one of those who was also part of the most recent attack – a man identified only as 

Armugam, but who has yet to be charged for either incident. 

 
“They tried to kill me,” Stephen said of that incident. “I was hospitalised but the police 

refused to register a case against Hindu Munnani activists.” 

 

Immediately after the most recent attack, Stephen, with others from the church, went to 
the police station to file a case. But the police refused to file an official report – known in 

the Indian subcontinent as a First Information Report. 

 

After Christians pestered the police, they eventually filed a case against four men – Puffs 
Shiva, Gopala Krishnan, Sabareeswaran and Karunakaran – but only on minor charges 

under Section 448 of India’s Penal Code, relating to “trespassing”, “reciting obscene 

songs in public places”, or “mischief causing damage”, with the potential punishment 

being a fine equivalent to less than one US dollar. 

 
“The case doesn’t stand as serious in connection with the incident,” Stephen told World 

Watch Monitor. 

 

 
Meeting hall closed 

 

Following another attack by Hindu extremists on Christians, before Christmas, Tamil 

Nadu police closed another private property used for study of the Bible and Christian 
worship. 

 

Again, a mob of about 20 Hindu Munnani activists barged into the church premises, 

where a pre-Christmas charity event was being organised, on 9 December. “The 
assailants came with steel rods and stones, and started beating us,” Pastor Karthik 

Chandran told local media. 

 

“Pastor Karthik, two other men and a 55-year-old female church member were injured,” 

Pastor Vinodh Kumar told World Watch Monitor, adding: “The police detained me instead 
of arresting the attackers. I was released at around 1.30am. 

 

“Without any official notice, the church remains sealed, since the key is with the officials 

of the Revenue Department. We don’t exactly know in whose possession it is right now, 
but the police are telling us it is with the Revenue office.” 

 

“They [police] had deployed five personnel to guard the property for one month to 9 

January, and none of us, including Karthik, were allowed in the premises,” Kumar added. 
“We tried all we could: meeting the police, revenue officials – but to no avail.” 

 

“The case is under investigation, and the investigating officer is taking care of all the 

matters,” Gunasekaran told World Watch Monitor. “The property is not under the custody 

of police, the matter is taken to the revenue authorities.” 
 

When asked if the Revenue Department had ordered the police to take the property into 

custody, Gunasekaran denied it, saying: “Revenue Authorities cannot order the police. It 

was some concerned people who advised us to take necessary steps.” 
 

The Christians have still not received any official permission from the concerned district 

authorities to conduct worship services, Gunasekaran said. 

 
In 2017, in October alone, as many as 30 Christian prayer halls received “show-cause 

notices” –notices demanding that the Christians provide a reason why action should not 
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be taken against them – from District authorities. But in response to writ petitions filed 

by three churches from the Sulur area in Coimbatore, the high court of Madras stayed 

the notices issued by the jurisdictional revenue officials. 

 
According to the Tamil Nadu Panchayat and Buildings Act, a private gathering for worship 

is not subject to registration, and hence the churches need not appeal to the District 

authorities for permission to assemble and pray. 

 
However, just two days ago, on 28 February, another 11 churches were ordered to close 

in Nilgiris District, without being issued any legal notice. This morning, 2 March, they 

were told they could reopen, but their case is yet another example of the challenges 

Christians face in Tamil Nadu. 

 

 

2017 ‘one of the most traumatic years for Indian 

Christians’ 

By Anto Akkara 
 

World Watch Monitor (19.02.2018) - http://bit.ly/2sBSlzm - The Evangelical Fellowship of 

India (EFI) has described 2017 as “one of the most traumatic” years for Indian Christians 

in a decade after it recorded 351 verified incidences of hate crimes against Christians 
during the year. 

 

The Religious Liberty Commission of the EFI, which brings together Christians from more 

than 50 Protestant denominations, said the government needed to restore Christians’ 

trust in its ability to protect them. 
 

http://bit.ly/2sBSlzm
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Hindu radicals burn a dummy replica of Cardinal Telesphore Toppo of Ranchi. (Photo: 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India) 

 

The figure of 351 in the commission’s annual report, ‘Hate and Targeted violence against 

Christians in India’, was not exhaustive, the authors added. “Most cases go unreported 
either because the victim is terrified, or the police, especially in the northern states, just 

turn a blind eye and refuse to record the mandatory First Information Report [criminal 

complaint registered by the police].” 

 
The report, which was published on 16 February, said the commission had  said that non-

Hindu communities were being targeted “with impunity” and urged the Indian 

government to punish those who were “spreading hatred” against them. 

 
The report’s authors drew parallels with the scale of violence experienced last year and 

what they termed the “pogrom” that took place in Kandhamal in 2008, when nearly 100 

Christians were killed, 6,000 Christian houses and 300 churches were plundered, leaving 

56,000 Christians homeless. 

 
The number of recorded hate crimes against Christians in India shows a rise in recent 

years from 147 in 2014, to 177 in 2015, to 134 in the first six months of 2016. 

 

The new report listed four murders, 110 incidences of “physical violence/arrest”, 70 of 
“threats and harassment”, 64 occasions when worship was forcibly stopped, and 49 cases 

of Christians being falsely accused and arrested. 

 

The report noted that India’s Hindu-nationalist government had acknowledged in 
Parliament that “communal violence”, the term used to define clashes between religious 

groups, “increased 28 per cent over three years to 2017”. 

 

EFI’s general secretary, Rev. Vijayesh Lal, told World Watch Monitor today (19 February) 

the situation for Indian Christians “is deteriorating pretty rapidly”. 
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He suggested that the rise in anti-Christian violence was eroding Christians’ trust in their 

government. “The confidence of the community in the government needs to be restored. 

We are presenting this report to the government to take necessary corrective action,” 
Rev. Lal said. 

 

“I am afraid the worst will unfold in 2019,” Rev. Lal added, suggesting that there could 

be an escalation in anti-Christian violence around next spring’s elections, to stigmatise 
Christians as threat to “Hindu India”. 

 

The report suggests the violence is focused on Sunday worship and Lent and Christmas. 

Many incidents targeted church services and 54 cases were recorded in April, and 40 in 
December, both above the monthly average of 29. 

 

“It is distressing to see even private worship being attacked by Hindu right-wing activists 

violating the privacy and sanctity of an individual or a family and trampling upon their 

constitutional rights,” the report noted. 
 

It also recorded new ways in which Christians were targeted. “Christian children going to 

attend Bible camps with their parents’ permission, being taken into custody [by police] 

and detained for days on suspicion of conversion is bizarre and unheard of,” the report 
noted. 

 

Except for the southern state of Tamil Nadu, which reported the highest number 

incidents (52), most of the other incidents reported took place in central Indian states 
ruled by the BJP – Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s party, which is known for pursuing a 

Hindu-nationalist agenda. 

 

The violence in Tamil Nadu, the report noted, has “a disturbing overlay of caste 
discrimination”. Victims generally come from the so-called “lower castes” in villages 

where the dominant groups object to prayer houses and even the entry of missionaries, 

it added. 

 

In the states run by the BJP, which include Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra and 
Madhya Pradesh, the reported said “the Sangh [Hindu nationalist] cadres have free hand, 

with the police and administration either looking the other way, or complicit”. 

 

The report claimed that the criminal justice system at the village- and small towns-level 
“routinely ignores or violates provisions in the law” and said constitutional provisions for 

religious freedom, right to life and freedom needed to be “available to the poorest person 

in the most remote village”. 

 
While focusing on the targeting of Christians, the report said the commission is “alive to 

the persecution of, and pressure on, other religious minorities, caste discrimination 

against Dalits, and the situation of women”. 

 

The report accused some state governments and their heads of using public money “to 
denounce Christianity publicly”. 

 

It warned that the political environment had begun “heating up” ahead of general 

elections in spring 2019. “Foot soldiers of the BJP … have shifted into high gear in hate 
campaigns and targeted violence against individuals and groups, mainly religious 

minorities and Dalits,” it added. 

 

Statistics revealed in India’s parliament on 6 February confirmed a long-standing 
allegation by rights groups that religious-based violence is growing under the premiership 

of Narendra Modi. 
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The figures contradict the assertion by Alphons Kannanthanam, a member of the BJP and 

the first Indian Christian in Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s cabinet, who said: “There has 

not been even one instance when a church was burnt or Christians attacked anywhere in 
the country after Modi came to power,” Kannanthanam said. 

 

 

 

India: Catholic bishops warn against Hindu nationalism 
as religious hate crimes rise 

World Watch Monitor (15.02.2018) - http://bit.ly/2CyeqyH - An acknowledgement by 

India’s BJP-led government that there has been a rise in religion-based hate crime has 

coincided with a warning from the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI) about the 
dangers to the country of a Hindu-nationalist agenda. 

 

Statistics revealed in India’s parliament on 6 February confirmed a long-standing 

allegation by rights groups that religious-based violence is growing, as UCA News 
reported. 

 

The data presented by the government showed that 111 people were killed in sectarian 

violence in 2017, compared to 86 in 2016, and that there were 822 recorded incidents of 
violence in 2017 compared to 703 in 2016. The highest number of sectarian incidents last 

year were in Uttar Pradesh, one of five BJP-governed states, where there were 44 deaths 

and 195 violent incidents. 

 

Blame for the rise in violence was levelled at Prime Minister Narendra Modi in a 2017 
report co-written by the Mumbai-based Centre for Study of Society and Secularism, and 

the UK-based Minority Rights Group. The report said: “In recent years there has been 

rising hostility against India’s religious minorities, particularly since the current right-

wing BJP government, promoting Hindu nationalism, took power at the national level 
after its election in May 2014.” 

 

 

Bishops voice concerns  
 

Meeting for their biennial assembly in Bangalore, the CBCI cautioned that attempts to 

impose Hindu nationalism could imperil the cultural and religious diversity of India. 

 
“Any attempt to promote nationalism based on any one particular culture or religion is a 

dangerous position. It may lead to uniformity but never to genuine unity. Such 

misconceived efforts can only lead our nation on the path of self-annihilation,” the 

bishops warned during the eight-day assembly. 

 
“Mono-culturalism has never been and can never be the right answer to the question for 

peace in a country like ours that has a rich diversity of culture, language, region, race 

and religion. True nationalism can lead our motherland to genuine peace, harmony, 

progress and prosperity,” their closing-day press statement said. 
 

“In a climate of violence,” the bishops appealed in their statement “to all fellow citizens 

to shun mob culture and vigilantism in favour of peace”. 

 
“An assault on human life can never be inspired by God nor justified because of the 

diverse beliefs and practices,” the bishops continued. “Human life of every individual 

person in our beloved motherland needs to be valued and defended.” 

http://bit.ly/2CyeqyH
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While addressing a news conference on the final day, Cardinal Oswald Gracias of Mumbai, 

who was elected CBCI president at the conference, said “intolerance is causing a certain 

amount of anxiety to us”. 
 

His remarks echoed concerns raised in many quarters after the BJP government revealed 

that hate crimes and attacks on religious minorities had been on the rise since the BJP 

won the 2014 election. 
 

“Diversity is one of the strengths of India. It is known the world over for its diversity of 

culture, language and religion. Any attempt to divide people by certain sections will be 

harmful for the nation,” cautioned Cardinal Gracias. 
 

The outgoing CBCI President, Cardinal Baselios Cleemis, called for upholding the 

“constitutional guarantees” amid religion being used as a “biased factor to separate 

people”. 

 
“The country is facing different challenges, like making sure the constitution is really 

[observed] in the life of the citizens. Constitutional guarantees should not be blocked 

from any corner,” he said. 

 
When asked about a minister in the federal cabinet, Ananth Kumar Hegde, demanding 

that the constitution should be amended to curtail the rights of religious minorities, 

Cardinal Cleemis said: “People in responsible positions should not side-line the 

sacredness of the constitution.” 
 

Cardinal Cleemis also cited the recent attack on carol singers and the attack on a 

children’s hostel owned by the Catholic church, both in Madhya Pradesh state, as 

“examples” of the violation of the freedom of religion guaranteed by the constitution. 
 

Similarly, he severely criticised the controversial decisions of the Modi government to 

observe Good Governance Day on Christmas Day, and Digital India Day on Good Friday 

2017. 

 
“Any other date could have been fixed to launch such programmes. Why hurt the feelings 

of a community?” Cardinal Cleemis said. 

 

 
‘Loyalty to the nation’ 

 

The closing-day statement from the CBCI assembly stated: “No-one should doubt our 

loyalty or our commitment to the nation,” despite some Hindu nationalists branding 
Muslims and Christians as foreigners. 

 

The statement included an action-plan to make India’s constitution more widely known in 

all sectors of Church and society, highlighting equality and religious freedom. 

 
The CBCI also made a commitment to make its core activities – the provision of 

education and healthcare – more affordable to the poor, and more accessible by Dalits, 

many of whom are Christian, and other oppressed tribal groups. 

 
 

Christians advised to resist alliance with BJP 

 

Meanwhile, the general secretary of the Baptist Churches Council in the north-eastern 
state of Nagaland has cautioned Christians not to associate with the BJP ahead of state-

assembly election day on 27 February. 
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In a letter addressed to the mostly Christian leaders of all political parties in the state, 

Rev. Aelhou Keyho advised against surrendering “your Christian principles and, above all, 

your faith for the sake of money and development”. His letter made an apparent 
reference to attempts by the BJP to forge an electoral alliance to capture power in 

Nagaland with the support of Christians, reported Matters India. 

 

Nagaland is one of three Christian-majority states in India. More than 88 per cent of the 
state’s population registered as Christians in the 2011 census. 

 

Indian pastors arrested for forced conversion  

 
 

British Pakistani Christian Association (10.02.2018) - http://bit.ly/2BnyGGo - Two 

Pastors were arrested in the city of Amroha in Uttar Pradesh under charges of forcible 

conversion despite many who claimed to have converted quite openly declaring that they 
chose to change their faith and would not return to Hinduism. 

Pastor Maan Singh (40 Yrs) from Delhi and Brahmanand (30 Yrs) a local man 
where arrested from the home of Brahamand in Mandi Samti after a local BJP activist 

lodged a First Incident report against the duo on 30th December 2017, at Hasanpur 

Police station.  Three other unidentified men have also been charged and remain at large 

while a search continues.   

The men were booked under IPC sections 295A (deliberate and malicious acts, intended 

to outrage religious feelings by insulting religion or religious beliefs) and 153A 

(promoting enmity between different groups on grounds of religion, race, place of birth, 
language, etc).  

Later, the two men were produced before a magistrate and were sent to jail.  

According to the complaint registered by Shivkumar Singh, who claims to be an RSS 

member and is a resident of Rajpoot Colony in the local area, the five accused men 

http://bit.ly/2BnyGGo
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gathered local people to a public meeting on the pretext of informing them about “social 

issues and awakening.” 

Shivkumar however states that at the meeting anti-Hindu propaganda was being spoken 

and the five men revealed themselves to be Christian missionaries whose desire it was to 

convert Hindus to Christianity. In the FIR, he alleged:  

“They said that with money funded from abroad, those who convert can lead a better life 

if they convert to Christianity. They abused Hinduism, our Hindu Gods and used 

objectionable language while trying to lure people for conversion.”   

“They also used objectionable language for CM Yogi Adityanath and PM Narendra Modi,” 

his statement read.  

Shivkumar claimed that some families in the locality “fell into their trap” and have 

converted to Christianity but failed to say how many. 

“I had information about these people advertising conversion for a long time — for the 

last year, at least. On Saturday, I called some friends and caught them red-handed. Then 
I filed an FIR against them,” Singh said.  

The arrested men have denied all charges and have asked local police to produce any 

audio or video footage to prove the charges against them.  They have said that the 
charges are contrived by extremists intent on oppressing minorities.  

 

Nepalese Christians arrested in India for blasphemy 

Three Men from the Neighboring Hindu Nation Were Arrested for Allegedly 

Insulting Hinduism 

 

World Religion News (15.01.2018) - http://bit.ly/2EoHLNI - Three Christians from the 
country of Nepal have been arrested and jailed for allegedly trying to convert locals in 

India. According to officials, the group was booked under IPC Section 295A, which 

outlaws the “deliberate and malicious” act of hurting the religious sentiments of any 

individual or group. The trio was presented to the court last week, after which they were 

immediately jailed.  
 

The accused, Shukra Rai, Indra Bahadur Tamad, and Mekh Bahadur, were reported to 

have come to Shahjahanpur city with the goal of distributing religious Christian literature 

among the locals. They had even rented a house in the Town Hall area, indicating that 
they had plans to stay for an extended period of time.  

 

On Wednesday, the three were arrested while interacting with a crowd in a location called 

Tareen Bahadurganj. The issue is said to have sparked off when the trio got into an 
argument with two individuals named Vimal Pandey and Prakash Dikshit. The latter duo 

alleged that the trio insulted Hindu gods.  

 

http://bit.ly/2EoHLNI
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However, according to one of the residents in the area, the trio is innocent. The resident, 

who chose to remain anonymous, stated that the men were only sharing messages about 

Christianity and that it was a standard practice for years. The resident added that neither 

of them mentioned anything bad about Hinduism or its deities.  
 

Even so, DC Sharma, the SHO at the Sadar Bazaar Police Station, told the media that the 

three had been booked. He also pointed out that the trio was linked to the World Council 

of Churches and was spreading Christianity.  
 

However, Rajendra Saluja, a local intelligence head at Shahjahanpur claimed that there 

is no evidence to suggest that the trio committed a crime. He pointed out that nothing 

could be attributed to the group except for the fact that they possessed Christian 
literature, which isn’t a crime.  

 

Nepalese citizens are allowed to enter India without a visa or Passport and therefore, are 

treated as Indian citizens, which means they are subject to the local laws. However, if a 

crime is committed, the Nepal High Commission must be informed. Since a crime cannot 
be proven here, it is not known whether the Nepal High Commission will be informed.  

 

Incidents involving the arrest of Christian pastors and ministers have increased in India 

in recent years. Especially in Uttar Pradesh where seven pastors were arrested last year 
for similar reasons. 

 

Kandhamal Christians back in jail after temporary 

Christmas release 

World Watch Monitor (08.01.2018) - http://bit.ly/2FjLeOi -  Two of seven Indian 
Christians who have spent nearly a decade in prison - convicted of murdering a Hindu 

leader whose death sparked the worst case of anti-Christian violence in India's history - 

were granted temporary parole over the Christmas period to spend time with their 

families. Evidence seems to be mounting that their convictions may be false. Six of the 
seven are illiterate, and they all continue to maintain their innocence.  

  

Gornath Chalanseth and Bijay Kumar Sanseth returned to prison on Saturday (6 

January), after two weeks on parole. It was the third time Chalanseth has been granted 
temporary release, but a first for Sanseth, who was accused of masterminding the Hindu 

leader's murder in August 2008. 

  

His death had been preceded over Christmas 2007 by violent attacks against Christians 
orchestrated by extremist Hindu nationalists. 

  

None of the five others convicted have spent a day outside prison since their arrest in 

2008. 

  
Indian Christians have demanded their release, and Catholic journalist Anto Akkara has 

written a book, 'Who Killed Swami Laxmanananda?', outlining the reasons he believes 

they are innocent. At its launch in the Odisha capital, Bhubaneshwar, last week, the 

President of a People's Forum campaigning for human rights, Prafulla Samantara, 
challenged local media: "Is there anyone to challenge the findings of this book?" 

Independent Indian news service The Wire has also covered the findings of Akkara's 

book. 

   
Brinda Karat, a senior of leader of the Communist Party of India, speaking during the 28 

December launch in New Delhi, said: "Akkara's book has brought out the absurdities and 

discrepancies of the judgement convicting seven persons in the case wherein a resolution 
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of a church, that later turned out to be fudged, is the only evidence. The judgement 

based on manufactured evidences is the most outrageous travesty of justice. This 

judgement will be known as 'what a judgement should not be'." 

  
Akkara was also involved in the creation of a website, which urges readers to sign a 

petition for the release of the seven. Each online signature generates instant emails to 

India's President, the Chief Justice of India's Supreme Court and the Chairman of the 

National Human Rights Commission. 
  

Background 

  

Nearly 100 Christians were killed and 300 churches and 6,000 Christian homes damaged 
in the Kandhamal district of Odisha, after the killing of Swami Laxmanananda Saraswati 

on 23 August 2008. 

  

By the end of that year, the seven - Chalanseth, Sanseth, Durjo Sunamajhi, Bhaskar 

Sunamajhi, Budhadeb Nayak, Munda Badamajhi and Sanatan Badamajhi - had been 
arrested. In 2013, they were found guilty of the murder by the trial court and each 

sentenced to life imprisonment. 

  

The convictions shocked India's Christian community, which was still reeling after the 
deadly attacks, and Christian advocates have been fighting for their release ever since. 

  

"There is absolutely no shred of evidence that links these people to the murder, so my 

question is: why are these people in jail?" asked Anto Akkara after Chalanseth was 
granted temporary release for the first time in March 2016. "The whole case is a blot on 

the face of India's judicial system - why have these illiterate, innocent people been 

convicted? If it goes on like this, these poor people will die like convicts in jail and history 

will say Christians killed the Swami." 
  

Fifty-six thousand Christians were displaced after the violence in Kandhamal in August 

2008. Since then, the local community has struggled to receive adequate compensation 

from the government, which has been a source of much contention. 

  
A conspiracy? 

  

The website release7innocents.com outlines the major discrepancies and apparent 

injustices in the case against the Christians. 
  

"The trial court convicted the seven accused and sentenced them to life imprisonment on 

the basis of a fabricated Christian conspiracy theory despite hardly any credible evidence 

brought before the court," it states. 
  

It then adds that in June 2015 "two top police officials - who had relied upon the same 

conspiracy theory to ensure the conviction of the innocent Christians - have testified 

before the Kandhamal judicial inquiry commission that the allegations were false." 

However, the website notes that the appeal hearing has since been "repeatedly" 
postponed. 

  

The website complains that discrepancies within the case against the seven were 

apparent right from the start, when Hindu fundamentalists blamed Christians for the 
Swami's murder. 

  

In the days that followed his murder, the Swami's body was taken across Kandhamal, 

"accompanied by thousands of Hindus ... to incite the primordial passion of revenge 
among Hindus in one of the least developed districts of Odisha", notes the website. 
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"They wanted to make a spectacle of it, and were prepared - as events were to prove - to 

take full advantage of the passions that would arise. They did not even go by the 

shortest route, but meandered across [Kandhamal]," noted a report by a group of 

human-rights organisations. (See route below.) 
  

  

 
  

Three-quarters of the damage done to Christian homes took place along the route of the 

funeral procession, the website reports. Among the slogans shouted was, "Kill Christians 

and destroy their institutions." 
  

"It was obvious that public reaction to the murder of a prominent religious leader like the 

Swami would be extreme. Yet when options to be followed after the murder were being 

considered, there is little evidence that high-level political and official leadership offered 

guidance and support to the local district administration," said the National Commission 
for Minorities, after its September 2008 visit to Kandhamal. 

  

1. Sanatan Badamajhi 
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Sanatan Badamajhi's wife Badusi said that a few days before her husband's arrest, on 4 

October, 2008, some of the Hindu village leaders had warned him that he would soon be 

arrested. 

  
But on the day of the Swami's murder, Badamajhi, 36, had been tending cattle and 

sheep, according to a Hindu neighbour, Nakula Mallick. 

  

"Police never came to investigate or ask anything about him. If we had been called, we 
would have testified for him in the court," said Mallick. 

  

The judge said a gun was seized from Badamajhi's house, but his wife says they never 

owned a gun. 
  

Police also claimed to have seized an axe from the house, but his wife said the police 

brought the axe from the house of Mukantho Mallick, a Hindu neighbour, who had 

accompanied the police to identify the house. 

  
"Later, Mukantho has been repeatedly complaining that the police took away the axe. I 

had only one axe and it is still in my house," she said. 

  

2. Munda Badamajhi   

  

  

Munda Badamajhi, 34, was arrested on the night of 4 October, 2008, at his home in the 

village of Duringpodi. 
  

The prosecution said it recovered a gun from Badamajhi's home, but his wife, 

Bandigudali, said her husband did not even know how to use a gun. 

  
"We never had a gun and my husband could not even use a gun," she said. "This is 

shocking." 

  

3. Durjo Sunamajhi 
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Durjo Sunamajhi, 35, was woken up on the night of 4 October, 2008, when police barged 

into his house in Budapada village and took him away, as well as the barrel of a broken 
gun that they found in his house. 

  

His wife Gumili said her husband was on a train towards Kerala on the day of the 

Swami's murder and had never touched the gun, which she said was an old and broken 

hunting rifle last used by her husband's grandfather. 
  

"The government claim is that they recovered two guns [from the houses of these 

people], but actually only one barrel of a broken gun, which has not been used for years, 

had been picked up," said Akkara. "[Gumili] says her husband never used it, her 
husband's father never used it; only her husband's grandfather used it. Imagine! And 

there was only a barrel of the hunting gun. Now, the government claims to have 

recovered two guns from two houses, but in the judgment the judge says he has got the 

three guns, and he names the three! How is that possible?" 
  

4. Bijay Kumar Sanseth    

  
  

Sanseth's wife, Pabitra, said police phoned her on 12 December, 2008, and told him to 

report to the police station the next day. He did so, and has been detained ever since. 
  

However, police recorded events differently, saying that on 12 December Sanseth met 

three of the other accused Christians at a Maoist meeting in a jungle near the village of 

Sartuli. They added that Sanseth, 42, had been overheard discussing plans to murder the 
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Swami outside Kotagarh High School. This claim was attributed to a witness, Mahasingh 

Kanhar, who initially denied the claim, but eventually endorsed it during a retrial. 

  

"Wherever I go, people tell me: 'He was a good man. Why he is in jail?'" said Sanseth's 
father, Salei. "The popularity of my son and his high contacts with government officials 

have led to this tragedy. Many were jealous of him." 

  

5. Bhaskar Sunamajhi    

  
  

Bhaskar Sunamajhi, 32, was playing cards with his friends in the village of Kutiguda 

when police came to collect him on 13 December, 2008. 

  
"You can return tomorrow," his wife heard them say, when they took him away. But after 

more than seven years, Sunamajhi has not returned home. 

  

The judge said Sunamajhi was "hand in gloves" with the Maoists and had undergone 

several weeks of training at a Maoist camp. However, his wife Debaki said he "never 
ventured [far] from home". 

  

Biracha Paraseth, a neighbour, added: "This is a total lie. He was with us on the day [the 

Swami was killed]". 
  

Pavitra Sanseth, another neighbour, added: "He is a good man. He will not do such a 

crime like killing of a Hindu leader. All of us feel very bad about this. Sir, if we all could 

have gone [to court] and explained his innocence, please tell us how we can help and ask 
for his release." 

  

6. Budhadeb Nayak 
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Before his arrest, one of the village elders urged Nayak, 42, to go into hiding, but he 
refused, saying he had done nothing wrong. 

  

Police later came to his house, threatening his eldest son, 20-year-old Lingaraj, that they 

would soon arrest his father. 

  
On the night of 13 December, 2008, they came back and Nayak was arrested. 

  

"He was wearing only a [sarong]. They tied his hands to take him away. He asked for 

clothes and I gave him a shawl," recalled his wife, Nilandri. 
  

Three days later, the family visited him in Balliguda jail. The police said he had been with 

Maoists in the jungle on 12 December, alongside three of the others accused. 

  
7. Gornath Chalanseth   

  
  

Chalanseth, 41, was taken into police custody on 13 December 2008, but initially 

suspected nothing as he was active in politics. 

  
His cousin, a pastor, accompanied him to the police station, and saw him taken away. 

  

A couple of days later, after his cousin had not returned, he went back to the station and 

heard he had been charged with murder. 

 


