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Xinjiang: Two young Uyghurs die in custody under 
suspicious circumstances 

 
Asian News (22.12.2017) - http://bit.ly/2C0sPYo - The two men had voluntarily come 
home from Egypt at the beginning of the year but were jailed upon arrival. The 
policeman brother of one of the two was fired because he had started asking questions. 
The repression against the mostly Muslim ethnic group continues. 
  
Beijing (AsiaNews/RFA) - Two Uyghur students die in custody following their voluntary 
return to China's northwestern region of Xinjiang from Egypt. Chinese authorities had 
issued an order for mostly Muslim Uyghurs living abroad to return home. 
  
A resident of Xinjiang, who spoke on condition of anonymity, told Radio Free Asia's 
Uyghur Service that Abdusalam Mamat and Yasinjan (pictured) had been studying at Al-
Azhar Islamic University in Cairo since 2015 and 2016, respectively. 
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After Xinjiang's government issued an order earlier this year for Uyghurs living abroad to 
come home to "register" with authorities, Mamat voluntarily returned to his home town 
of Korla in January and Yasinjan three months later, the source said. 
  
The two young men were immediately imprisoned upon arrival and later died in police 
custody under suspicious circumstances, despite having no prior health issues. 
  
Mamat was the son of the imam of Juma Mosque, the city's grand mosque. Yasinjan was 
the sibling of an officer from Korla's Charbagh township police station who had worked 
for seven to eight years at the township's prison. 
  
The Communist Party secretary of Korla's Aq-Eriq village told RFA that 23 people are 
currently detained in his village. He confirmed that Mamat and Yasinjan had died "in 
prison." 
  
"Yasinjan's brother was dismissed from his police work prior to Yasinjan's death," he 
said. "He was dismissed because he began to inquire about Yasinjan's imprisonment." 
For several months, some 20 Uyghur students in Cairo have been unaccounted for. 
  
More than 200 Uyghurs, many of them religious students at Al-Azhar University, have 
been detained since 4 July, rounded up in restaurants or at their homes, with others 
seized at airports as they tried to flee to safer countries. 
  
Back in September, 29 Uyghurs were arrested in Malaysia and deported back to China. 
  
In the name of the fight against terrorism, Beijing has cracked down on the Uyghur 
population for decades, imposing tight control over their religious activities. 
  
Case in point: Uyghur Muslims are not allowed to fast during the month of Ramadan and 
are required to install an application on their mobile phone that allows the authorities to 
monitor their phone conversations. 
 

Communist Party bans Christmas, calls it “spiritual 
opium” 

 
AsiaNews/RFA (21.12.2017) – http://bit.ly/2m4LN6X - The disciplinary arm of the ruling 
Chinese Communist Party has banned its members and government officials from 
celebrating Christmas, likening the practice to "spiritual opium" for its members. 
A notice issued by the Commission for Discipline Inspection of Hengyang city in the 
central province of Hunan warned city officials not to engage in meals and gatherings on 
Christmas Eve, warning that those caught violating the rules would have to "bear 
responsibility." 

The wording of the notice suggests it has been sent to officials nationwide. 

"With the approach of Christmas, leaders and officials of all ranks must promote 
traditional Chinese culture and take on the task of building a spiritual home for the 
Chinese people," the notice says. 

"They must earnestly study the doctrine of cultural self-confidence introduced at the 
19th Party Congress, and refrain from blindly celebrating foreign festivals or engaging 
in Western religions," it said. 
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"They must not attend any celebrations of a Western origin, and carry out good security 
work on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day," it noted. 

Meanwhile, a company in the northwestern province of Gansu has removed Christmas 
trees from its online store, after warnings from the local Commerce and Industry 
Department, sources told RFA. 

The moves come after a university in the northeastern Chinese city of Shenyang banned 
its students from holding any gatherings to celebrate Christmas. 

"In recent years, some young people have been blindly celebrating Western religious 
festivals such as ‘Silent Night’, the Chinese term for the night before Christmas, and 
Christmas Day as a result of the commercial hype surrounding Western culture," a 
directive from the Shenyang Pharmaceutical University's Communist Party Youth League 
branch said. 

 

“Cult Crimes” and Fake News: Eye-Gouging in Shanxi 

The Journal of Cesnur (12.2017) –  
http://cesnur.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/tjoc_1_2_5_folk.pdf - In 2017, a group 
of Western scholars, including CESNUR's Massimo Introvigne and Holly Folk, were invited 
to participate in a dialogue in China's Henan province in June, followed by a conference in 
Hong Kong in September, involving Chinese law enforcement officers, leaders of China's 
official "anti-xie-jiao" association, and Chinese academics. The dialogue was about the 
notion of xie jiao (an expression difficult to translate, and not exactly equivalent to the 
English "cult") and one particular group classified in China as xie jiao, the Church of 
Almighty God, also known as Eastern Lightning. The dialogue led Western scholars to 
further investigate accusations against the Church of Almighty God. So far, the 
accusations investigated appear to be false.  
  
Abstract 
  
On August 24, 2013, a six-year old boy called Guo Xiaobin was kidnapped by a woman 
who gouged out his eyes. The investigation on the horrific crime was followed with 
considerable emotion by Chinese public opinion, and was concluded by the police early in 
September 2013. The crime had been perpetrated by the boy's aunt, Zhang Huiyeng, 
who had committed suicide on August 30, 2013. There were no references to religion in 
the Chinese media until the homicide committed in a McDonald's diner in Zhaoyuan on 
May 28, 2014 was attributed by the Chinese authorities (falsely, as it later came out) to 
the Church of Almighty God. In June 2014, the attack on Guo Xiaobin was presented by 
Chinese anti-cult sources as perpetrated by the Church of Almighty God. No evidence of 
any involvement of the Church of Almighty God on the crime exists, and the government 
seems to have created the accusation after the McDonald's incident to further justify its 
persecution of the Church, exploiting a century-old Chinese anti-Christian theme of 
accusing Christians of gouging out eyes.  
  
Conclusion 
  
In the 19th century, opponents of Western missionaries warned that Christians tore out 
the eyes and internal organs of Chinese, especially children, either as punishment for 
apostasy or alchemical purposes (Griffith 1891; Clark 2011, 53 and 226; Clark 2013, 97; 
Doyle 2015, 5; The University of Hong Kong Bulletin 2015). In one source, Chinese 
readers were warned that Europeans needed the eyes of Chinese to refine silver from 
lead (Vaudagna 1892). Eye-gouging was popularized during the Boxer Rebellion through 
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pamphlets and didactic cartoon posters (Cleveland 1900; The Literary Digest 1900; 
Cohen 1997, 164-170; Preston 2000, 25-28).  
  
The horrifying incident in Shanxi closely tracked the imagined horrors of anti-Christian 
rhetoric, to present a golden moment for anti-cult propaganda. Scholars and journalists 
should be aware that charges of atrocities made by the Chinese government against 
banned xie jiao religious groups often cannot be substantiated. To date, the Chinese 
government has not produced any evidence to support the accusation that the Church of 
Almighty God was involved in the attack on Guo Xiaobin. The accusation surfaced only 
after the McDonald's murder, some nine months after the investigation had been closed. 
This incident seems to be a second instance, after the McDonald's murder in Zhaoyuan, 
of the government falsely accusing the Church of Almighty God of violent crimes.  
  
  

Church of Almighty God couple arrested, drugged and 
tortured during their detention 

HRWF (14.12.2017) – On 24 October 2016, two members of the Church of Almighty God 
from the Pukou District in Jiangsu Province, 46-year-old Yang Jun and his wife, 47-year-
old Li Mei (aliases), were arrested by the Chinese police. During their detention, police 
allegedly put drugs into their food and tortured them, leaving them unconscious at times. 
Both Yang Jun and Li Mei have suffered serious mental and physical scars.  
 
Timeline: The arrest  
 
According to Yang Jun, on 24 October, at approximately 10:00 a.m., six officers 
forcefully entered his home.  
 
Included in the six was: Jiang Congzhou, the chief officer of social security from the 
Longjing Community of Tangquan Street, accompanied by one other policeman from the 
office, Zhao Huagui, the head of the Comprehensive Management Office of Tangquan 
street, accompanied by the deputy-head, Yuan Lianghong, the community director of the 
Women’s Federation, and Gao, the chief officer of the National Security Group of Pukou 
Public Security Bureau of Nanjing City.  
 
The officers issued an arrest warrant for Yang and Li, allowing them to only examine the 
document for a quick moment. They confiscated a laptop, tablet, and two cellphones 
from their home. The officers then proceeded to forcefully take Yang and Li to the 
Tangquan Police Station of the Pukou District, Nanjing City on charges stating that 
“believing Almighty God is a violation of the State law and a disturbance of social 
security”.  
 
Upon their arrival to the police station, they were separated and put into cells with a 
glass wall between them.  
 
Around 18:00 that very day, officers placed hoods on the heads of Yang Jun and Li Mei, 
escorted them onto a bus and transferred them to a nearby basement belonging to the 
Shixing Hostel, where they were separated and secretly interrogated by the National 
Security Group.  
 
The brutal torture of Yang Jun & Li Mei 
 
Yang was kept in a small room. Officers ordered him to remain standing against the wall. 
They deprived him of sleep and provided him three meals per day.  
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Yang reports that on the third day, he noticed a strange taste in his breakfast and felt 
groggy – soon after his vision went blurry.  
 
While partially unconscious, Yang Jun was interrogated by four policemen, asking for 
information about the church. When he refused to answer the questions, they beat him – 
slapping and punching his face at first before turning to kicking his body on the ground.  
 
Over the following days Yang Jun reports that he continued to eat the food provided, but 
often had hallucinations, blurred visions, and experienced mental abnormalities, such as 
uncontrollable vocalizations. The torture continued over the days, beatings, being subject 
to freezing temperatures, and being forced to strip and stand in front of an air 
conditioner while guards watched and laughed.  
 
According to Yang, a medical examination after his release showed scapula ligament 
injuries, a broken rib, many bruises and general swelling.  
 
In a nearby room, Li Mei, Yang Jin’s wife, suffered similar torture. During the first two 
days, she was forced to remain standing – not allowing her to sleep. They repeatedly 
asked her questions about the Church, to which Li Mei did not reply. The following day, 
she noticed a difference in the taste of her food and felt groggy. Li Mei reports that she 
was unable to control her speech or actions – often acting in strange ways, 
uncontrollably laughing and asking questions to the guards, as if she was under the 
influence of a drug.  
 
One day, she fell unconscious. When she awoke, she cried out ‘Almighty God!’. One 
policeman then covered her mouth while another began to slap her face. They shouted at 
her and beat her, knocking her head against the floor until she fell unconscious again. 
When she awoke again, officers asked her for information about the Church and fellow 
church-goers, to which she did not reply.  
 
Li Mei soon experienced hallucinations as well and the beatings continued.  
 
In the afternoon of 2 November 2016, Li Mei was taken back to the Tangquan Police 
Station and then to the Pukou Hospital for blood tests. The police then escorted her to 
Shifosi Detention Jail in the Nanjing district of Pukou. During her physical examination, 
one doctor at the detention center noticed her injuries. A male officer at the detention jail 
was reluctant to admit her into their facility in the case that she died while there, leaving 
the detention center with the responsibility of her death. After negotiations with the 
officers, the Shifosi detention center allowed her to stay temporarily.  
 
The next morning, Li Mei felt sick and was vomiting. Officers took her back to the 
hospital. The medical report from this visit reported that she was suffering from a lung 
infection, hypo-leukemia, acute coronary syndrome, and acute muscular injury – the 
doctor ruled her in urgent need of hospitalization.  
 
The officers however, took her back to the prison. The prison doctor, however, vetoed 
her re-admission into the prison after seeing her medical report. Reluctantly, the officers 
took her back to the National Security Group.  
 
During the following hours, her health began to deteriorate. At 15:00, she was returned 
to the hospital.  
 
Due to her life-threatening condition, the hospital required a signature of a family 
member. The police had no choice but to release Yang Jun and Li Mei on that same day.  
 
The couple still suffered from grogginess and physical pains in the coming days. They 
reported that they had physically fully recovered in February 2017. However, the couple 
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reports that they remain under the surveillance of authorities and residents in their 
community.  
 
Li Mei reports that her hospitalization resulted in a 3,800 RMB [approximately 485 Euro] 
bill – which she herself had to pay. 
 
Trends of torture & drugging 
 
Many other members of the Church of Almighty God have suffered inhuman	punishment,	
including	 arrest,	 beating,	 torture,	 even	 drug	 torment,	 etc.	 at	 the	 hands	 of	 the	 Chinese	
authorities	solely	because	of	their	faith.  
 
In February of 2005, one member of the Church from a city in Henan was arrested while 
on her way home. On the 12th day of her detention, the police forcefully fed her drugs, 
even though they knew she was pregnant. The drugs and inhumane treatment during her 
imprisonment resulted in a miscarriage. In the following weeks and months, police 
continuously gave her injections of an unknown substance. It is reported that she 
became schizophrenic for three months.  
 
On 9 December 2012, another member was arrested in Beijing. He reportedly was force-
fed drugs, which caused mental problems for eight months.  
 
On 29 June 2013, a member of the church from Helong City was arrested, brutally 
tortured, burned, and force-fed drugs.  
 
Many other cases of mental and physical torture, including the use of forcefully-
administered drugs, have happened to members of the Church of Almighty God.  
 
Human Rights Without Frontiers calls on EU member states to grant asylum to 
members of the Church of Almighty God and not to send them back to China 
where they will be arrested and tortured.  
 
 

Religious refugees from China denied asylum in Europe 

Statistics: 1754 applications – 780 refusals – 98 recognitions – 156 deportation 
orders 
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HRWF (11.12.2017) – Hundreds of members of the Church of Almighty God who have 
left their country in search of a safe haven have been denied political asylum in Europe 
and are under threat of being sent back to China where they will be arrested and sent to 
prison for years. 

A preliminary research by Human Rights Without Frontiers covering 13 EU member 
states and Switzerland shows that Italy, France, Germany and Spain are the four 
European countries that are perceived by these religious asylum-seekers as Promised 
Lands. However, their hopes have been short-lived. As of 1 December 2017, the situation 
was as follows: 

France had rejected 280 requests for asylum out of 412 and issued 103 orders of 
departure but had not deported any of them. Only 5 applications were accepted. Pending 
cases: 127. 

In Italy, 622 applications were introduced, the highest number in Europe. Twenty were 
accepted, 183 were rejected but nobody was deported. Pending cases: 419. 

In Germany, most of the applications were rejected: 242 out of 285. Nobody had 
received a departure order. Thirty-four refugees were granted asylum. Pending cases: 9. 

In Spain, the 200 applications for asylum are pending. 

Switzerland had not granted asylum to any of the 33 applicants, had turned down 26 
requests and issued 22 orders of departure. Three were deported and five decided to 
leave the country. It is known that one of them was arrested as soon as he arrived at the 
airport in China. Pending cases: 7. 

In the Netherlands, 12 people out of 38 were granted asylum while 26 applications 
were turned and 19 orders of departure were issued. Nobody has been deported yet. 

In Belgium, 12 members of the Church of Almighty God applied for asylum. Ten of them 
were denied asylum and received an order of departure. The two other cases are 
pending. 

In Sweden, 6 members of the Church of Almighty God out of 9 were granted asylum. 
Two received a negative answer and an order of departure. The other case is pending. 
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In Greece, 1 refugee was granted asylum out of 44 and six received a negative answer. 
All the other cases are pending. Nobody was deported or got an order of departure. 

In Portugal, out of 9 applications 4 were turned down but nobody received an order of 
deportation. The other cases are pending.  

The UK has rejected the only application it had received but no order of departure was 
issued. 

The Czech Republic, Finland and Austria respectively received 42, 39 and 8 
applications. They are all pending. 

The Church of Almighty God is a new religious movement created in 1991 in China. 

While their members are victims of state violence in China, Beijing's propaganda is 
demonizing their movement. The academic journal The Journal of Cesnur has published a 
research work of Dr Massimo Introvigne refuting Beijing's fake news and fake accusations 
against the Church of Almighty God (See  http://cesnur.net/wp-
content/uploads/2017/09/tjoc_1_1_6_introvigne_ter.pdf).   

In 2004, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees published guidelines on 
religion-based refugee claims (http://bit.ly/2BtCRgn). These guidelines clarify that new 
and non-traditional religions are entitled to the same protection as mainline religions; 
that individuals should not prove that they have been individually persecuted and a 
general pattern of persecution against their religious group is sufficient; and that 
"persecution" should be broadly interpreted, including prohibition to freely practice and 
propagate one's religion.   

The Church of the Almighty God fulfills these conditions. Human Rights Without 
Frontiers (Brussels) calls upon the EU member states and Switzerland to grant political 
asylum to their members. 
 

China jails ethnic Kazakh man over Quranic recitation 
audio 

RFA (http://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/audio-11302017113852.html) - Chinese 
authorities in the northwestern region of Xinjiang have handed down a 16-and-a-half-
year jail term to an ethnic Kazakh man on ethnic hatred charges, RFA has learned. 
 
Manat Hamit, 45, was handed the sentence in May by a court in Burultokay (in Chinese, 
Fuhai) county in Xinjiang's Altay prefecture, sources said. 

His appeal was rejected by a higher court, which upheld the original verdict and 
sentence. 
 
Manat's sister Nurisha Manat, who currently lives in neighboring Kazakhstan, said the 
family has tried to to help him, but that the authorities had refused to give them any 
information, or to accept a lawyer they hired to help prepare his appeal. 

"We didn't receive [any formal notification], but we heard from somebody that he 
planned to appeal," she said. "But the sentence remained at 16 years, for two charges, I 
believe, one of which was to do with ethnic separatism." 

"He received 16 years ... He was detained at the end of April, and the trial was in July," 
she said. 
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"I think he had a lawyer but I could never manage to get through on the lawyer's 
number from here." 

She said anyone who knew Manat in his hometown had also been targeted by police, and 
daren't speak out about his detention and sentencing. 

An unnamed source in Manat's hometown described him as a scholarly civil servant who 
was detained on April 25 after the authorities found audio files of Quranic recitations on 
his computer. 

He was initially accused of "disseminating terrorism-related audiovisual material," and 
"incitement to racial hatred and to racial discrimination." 

He was sentenced in May at a secret trial, with no access to family visits or a lawyer. 

'Extremist acts' 

The authorities had quickly located the audio files, which Manat had downloaded two 
years beforehand, and placed him under criminal detention. 

The court indictment said: "Manat used religious extremist acts that amount to 
disseminating terrorist audiovisual content and incitement to ethnic hatred and 
discrimination." 
 
A court typically hands down such heavy jail terms based on its view that a person's 
actions have done "serious harm" to society. 

Repeated calls to the Burultokay county court, the Altay Intermediate People's Court and 
to Manat's former employers, the Burultokay county government personnel department, 
rang unanswered during office hours on Wednesday. 

Local news website Yaxinwang said Manat had won an official award for his government 
work in 2015. 

A Kazakh source living in Altay said the authorities are still waging a crackdown on ethnic 
minority Kazakhs who have ties with friends and family in neighboring Kazakhstan, 
including those who return to China after visiting them. 

"It's not just in Altay: it's across the whole of Xinjiang," the source said. "If you go to 
Urumqi, the people there are scared, too, with surveillance cameras watching them, the 
police can be there in the space of a minute." 

"People are afraid to allow friends and relatives from overseas to stay in their homes, 
because the police won't allow it, and force them to go and stay in a hotel or guesthouse 
for foreigners," the source said. 

Hundreds held 

Sources estimate that Chinese authorities in Xinjiang have detained hundreds of ethnic 
Kazakhs this month, freezing their bank accounts and assets pending "investigation," for 
"extremist" behavior that includes normal Islamic practices. 
 
Both Kazakhs and ethnic minority Uyghurs are being detained in "political study centers" 
in unprecedented numbers across the region. 
 
Students who traveled to Egypt for Islamic studies have been rounded up by Egyptian 
authorities at China's behest, with some being taken back to China and most held 
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incommunicado. 
 
There are also moves afoot by authorities in Altay to "strengthen Han culture" in the 
border region, by insisting that minority groups learn to speak better Mandarin. 
 
Official figures show that there are around 1.5 million Kazakhs in China, mostly 
concentrated in and around the Ili Kazakh Autonomous Prefecture. 
 
China has previously welcomed Kazakhs who wished to relocate from Kazakhstan, but 
many Kazakhs with Chinese nationality are now heading back in the other direction, with 
their numbers peaking at nearly 38,000 in 2006. 
 
Reported by Qiao Long for RFA's Mandarin Service. Translated and edited by Luisetta 
Mudie. 
 

Human Rights Without Frontiers urges the authorities of 
the EU member states to grant political asylum to 

Chinese religious refugees  

HRWF (02.12.2017) - Human Rights Without Frontiers (Brussels) is urging the authorities 
of France, Germany, Greece, Italy, the Netherlands, Switzerland and other European 
countries to urgently grant political asylum to Chinese citizens who have been persecuted 
because of their religious beliefs in China. 

Hundreds of members of the Church of Almighty God (CAG), a new religious movement 
founded in China in 1991, have left their country in search of a safe haven in Europe. 
They have been denied political asylum and are under threat of being sent back to China 
where they will be arrested and sent to prison for years. 

From the early 1990s to 2017, more than 300,000 of their members have been 
incarcerated. Many have been tortured and at least 30 have died in custody in suspicious 
circumstances. 

While they are victims of state violence in China, Beijing’s propaganda is demonizing 
their movement. The Center for Studies on New Religions in Italy (CESNUR) has 
published a research work of Dr Massimo Introvigne refuting Beijing’s fake news and fake 
accusations against the Church of Almighty God (See  http://cesnur.net/wp-
content/uploads/2017/09/tjoc_1_1_6_introvigne_ter.pdf).  

In 2004, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees published guidelines on 
religion-based refugee claims (http://bit.ly/2BtCRgn). These guidelines clarify that new 
and non-traditional religions are entitled to the same protection as mainline religions; 
that individuals should not prove that they have been individually persecuted and a 
general pattern of persecution against their religious group is enough; and that 
“persecution” should be broadly interpreted, including prohibition to freely practice and 
propagate one’s religion.  

The Church of the Almighty God fulfills these conditions.   

Human Rights Without Frontiers (Brussels) calls upon the EU member states to grant 
political asylum to their members. 
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Four members of the Church of Almighty God arrested 
and tortured in Huaiyang County 

HRWF (27.11.2017) - The Chinese government has conducted nationwide mass arrests of 
members of the Church of Almighty God on charges of “endangering the social stability” 
and “subverting the government”. Church members claim that the government has 
fabricated rumors, slander, and used radio, television, the internet, and media channels 
to propagate derogatory reports against the group. Members report being subject to 
arbitrary searches of private property, secret arrests, extorted confessions through 
torture, and imprisonment in labour camps. 
 
In early March 2017, the Chinese government began a new campaign titled “Door-
knocking Action” for mass arrests of members of the Church of Almighty God. As a 
result, many have been arrested, detained and tortured. 
 
The following four members were arrested on 28th March 2017 for having church 
meetings: 
 
•         Zhang Ming, age 48 from Xiangcheng City 
•         Tangrong, age 53 from Huaiyang County 
•         Huangying, age 56 from Huaiyang County 
•         Zhao Beibei, age 16 from Huaiuang County 
 
The arrest and torture of four members of the Church of Almighty God in Zhoukou City: 
A Timeline 
 
It is reported that at 9:00am on 28 March 2017, the four members were meeting in the 
village of Huaiyang County. During their meeting, three police officers from the local 
station arrived in a white van. Without showing any identification, they broke into the 
home and searched the house. They seized more than twenty books, an MP5 player and 
four 32GB memory cards. 
 
Zhang Ming tried to flee but was captured and handcuffed. All four were forcibly put into 
the police car and brought to the local police station. 
 
Around 11:00am, the four were transferred to the National Security Brigade of the Public 
Security Bureau in Huaiyang County. 
 
Here, the police forced Zhang Ming to sit on a ‘torture-rack’. 
 
Thirty minutes later, the four were searched and interrogated separately by the police. 
Zhang Ming had a letter, a 32GB memory card and a 16GB memory card confiscated 
from his person. 
 
At approximately 14:00 that same day, the captain of the National Security Team and 
another officer interrogated Zhang Ming. It is reported that they attempted to get Zhang 
Ming to confess to fabricated charges, which he denied. The captain and the officer then 
began to physically torture Zhang Ming, stomping on his toes, slapping him, and 
whipping him across the face with a leather belt. It is reported that the captain then 
threatened Zhang Ming, saying “If you do not admit [to these charges], we will let you 
drink ‘Laohai’ (heroin) and inject it into you…The stomping, slapping, and whipping 
continued and the officers increased their brutality to the use of electric sticks, pliers and 
other instruments. The torture reportedly lasted until 23:00 when the police left Zhang 
Ming to sit on the torture-rack throughout the night. 
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Around 8:00am the next day, the torture of Zhang Ming began again. The policemen 
apparently attempted to brainwash Zhang Ming using computer material and continued 
with a violent interrogation; they asked him to give details about his religious group, 
threatened him with grotesque acts and increased prison sentences, while beating him 
continuously throughout the day. Zhang Ming’s requests to use the lavatories were 
reportedly refused by the authorities. As a result, Zhang Ming had the difficulty with 
movements for nearly a month due to serious injuries caused by electric sticks and 
beatings. 
 
Tangrong also experienced violence during her interrogation. Authorities pulled her hair 
while asking her for the details of her own belief and those of Zhang Ming. When 
Tangrong did not answer their questions, they beat her and threatened to kill her. 
Tangrong was left with a swollen face and other various injuries. The authorities held 
Tangrong for fifteen days. When she was released, she was forced to pay 140 yuan. The 
police warned her that they would not hesitate to arrest her again if she continued her 
religious activities. 
 
Huangying faced a similar fate. The authorities reportedly beat her with a book and hit 
her eyes and her head violently until she became numb when she refused to answer 
questions. The authorities presented names of Christian individuals to Huangying, asking 
her to identify them, which she also refused. Around 1:00 in the morning, they released 
Huangying due to her physical injuries and ailments. 
 
On 29 March, Zhao Beibei was released to her family. The police threatened that she can 
be arrested again and demanded that she calls the police once a month for additional 
monitoring. 
 
On 1 April, Zhang Ming was sent home. The police issued him a phone, and reportedly 
called him several times to question his contacts with members in the church and asked 
him to act as an undercover agent and supply information about the Church to the police. 
Zhang Ming and his family remained paranoid and scared after his release and eventually 
he left home to flee possible further arrest, torture, or worse. 
 

Buddhist, Taoist temples cautioned against excessive 
commercial practices 

Xinhua Net (23.11.2017) - http://bit.ly/2A8im9B - Buddhist and Taoist temples across 
China received government instructions Thursday, warning them against seeking profits 
in the name of religion. 

A guideline to regulate commercial activities in Buddhist and Taoist temples was jointly 
issued by 12 departments including the State Administration of Religious Affairs (SARA), 
the Publicity Department of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee, the 
Office of the Central Leading Group for Cyberspace Affairs, and Ministry of Public 
Security. 

The document reminded Buddhist and Taoist temples of their nature as non-profit 
organizations and forbade any organizations and individuals from profiting from religious 
activities. 

Although temples are allowed to engage in commercial activities, such as publishing 
books, or selling religious objects and artwork, the activities should be for maintenance 
and operation of temples or for charity programs, said a SARA statement. 
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Commercial activities by Buddhist temples are intended to promote Buddhism in 
approachable ways and will not aim to make a profit, said Master Xuecheng, president of 
the Buddhist Association of China. 

Li Guangfu, chairman of China Taoist Association, echoed Xuecheng's comment by saying 
that it is important for temples to draw a clear line between necessary commercial 
practices and profit-seeking ones. 

SARA decided to tighten supervision on financial management of temples, asking them to 
adopt the same systems of finance, tax, asset management and accounting as non-
religious institutions. 

Temples should register at taxation authorities and report their revenues and 
expenditures according to the law, the document said. 

A third-party supervisor will be introduced to oversee financial operations and the 
donation funds of temples, and relevant information will be published. 

Promoting religion online will also be subject to government regulation. Organizations 
and individuals that would like to provide religious information services online should 
apply to the provincial religious affairs departments, according to the document. 

The guideline also pushed local governments to curb the seeking of profits in the name of 
religion. 

Tourist sites known for their religious significance are banned from charging high 
entrance fees, and local governments are discouraged from erecting unnecessarily large 
religious idols and building temples in non-religious locations for the sake of attracting 
tourists. 

They should not fuel "religious craze" as a way to boost the economy and develop 
tourism, the document stressed. 

The government will crack down upon organizations and individuals that hire fake monks 
or Taoists and hold illegal rituals to gain donations or encourage irrational spending on 
religious rituals. 

Effort will be made to minimize air pollution and fire risks from incense burning and to 
regulate the Buddhist practice of freeing captive animals in order to prevent invasive 
species. 

"The problem of some temples being too commercialized will affect the healthy 
development of the two religions, compromise social morals and trigger corruption," said 
the guideline. 

The cause of the problem is complicated, partly due to less disciplined religious people 
and partly to interest groups that want to turn faith into a business, said an anonymous 
SARA official. 

Both Master Xuecheng and Li pledged that temples will tighten management and strictly 
implement discipline. 
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Chinese officials pay poor to swap religious images for 
portraits of Xi 

Catholic News Service (16.11.2017) - http://bit.ly/2jjmw6F -  Officials in China's eastern 
Jiangxi province have replaced religious images displayed by Christian families with 
portraits of the country's leader, Xi Jinping. 

Ucanews.com reported that, on Nov. 12, pictures were uploaded to the popular social 
messaging service WeChat account of Huangjinbu town government, showing officials 
removing images of the cross and other religious subjects in Yugan County. 

The message from officials said the Christians involved had "recognized their mistakes 
and decided not to entrust to Jesus but to the (Communist) Party" claiming the Christians 
voluntarily removed 624 religious images and posted 453 portraits of Xi. 

The officials also claimed they were "converting" Christians to party loyalty through 
poverty alleviation and other schemes to help the disadvantaged. Nearly 10 percent of 
Yugan County's largely impoverished 1 million people is Christian. 

Fr. Andrew, who declined to give his full name for fear of government retribution, told 
ucanews.com that the removal of the Christian images involved officials giving money to 
poor households in return for hanging Xi's portrait. 

Fr. John, in northern China, said he felt Xi had become "another Mao" Zedong following 
the 19th National Congress of the Chinese Communist Party in October. The priest 
predicted that other officials around the country would imitate what had been done in 
Jiangxi. 

With the party's new revised "Regulations on Religious Affairs" to be implemented Feb. 1, 
Chinese Christians and observers believe religious policy will closely follow Xi's 
"Sinicization" model. 

During the 1966-76 Cultural Revolution, religious intolerance and Mao's dogma prevailed. 
Young people were encouraged to criticize their elders, including parents and teachers. 
People accused of spying for foreign powers were detained and beaten to obtain 
confessions. 

Priests in China who spoke to ucanews.com did not see any direct return to the 
conditions of the Cultural Revolution, but said they feared religious and social controls 
would continue to intensify. 

"It is not going to be good," said one of the priests. 

The release in China of videos urging children to spy on their families has also brought 
back further memories of the Cultural Revolution, when youths enforced Communist 
Party ideology. Young people of the Red Guards engaged in the arrest and public 
humiliation of anyone considered to be deviating from the teachings of revolutionary 
leader Mao. 

Recently, the Chinese Society of Education, affiliated with the Education Ministry, 
released two videos online aimed at teaching children to report family members who 
could pose a threat to national security. One video was for primary school students and 
another for high school students. 

Both instructed children to report to the national security bureau anyone, including 
parents, who could be illegally relaying confidential information, especially to foreigners. 
The videos provided a hotline phone number to report suspicious activities. 
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An official notice said the videos were produced to match Xi's strategy of incorporating 
national security objectives into the education system. 
 

Members of the Church of the Almighty God victims of 
state violence: the murder of Ms. Gao Cuiqin in custody  

HRWF (13.11.2017) - On May 28, 2014, homicide was perpetrated in the city 
of Zhaoyuan, Shandong Province, China. Six people entered a McDonald’s diner for 
preaching and ended up killing a customer who had refused to give them her phone 
number. The Chinese authorities identified the homicide as a “cult murder” and attributed 
the crime to the Church of Almighty God (also called Eastern Lightning), against which a 
campaign of repression had started long ago. Italian sociologist Massimo Introvigne, 
founder and director of the Center for Studies on New Religions, had conducted 
a study based on the available documents about the case, including documents published 
by Chinese official sources and he drew a different conclusion from the Chinese official 
statement. The assassins were members of a small movement that misused the name 
“Almighty God” to designate its two female leaders. However, the “almighty gods” they 
referred to had nothing to do with the Church of Almighty God. This small group was not 
part of and was not connected to the Church of Almighty God (Eastern Lightning). See 
the investigation paper of Dr Massimo Introvigne recently published by CESNUR (Center 
for Studies on New Religions) on its website: 
 http://cesnur.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/tjoc_1_1_6_introvigne_ter.pdf. 

In the days and weeks following the murder, the Chinese government launched 
comprehensive repression against the Church of Almighty God, arresting and 
imprisoning its members. According to media reports, at least 1,500 members of the 
Church of Almighty God were arrested and sentenced by the day of June 11, 2014. 
Following a series of arrests, one Christian of the Church, Gao Cuiqin (alias Zhang Ping), 
was killed while in custody of the authorities. Gao Cuiqin, age 53, was a resident 
of Suozhen, Huantai County in Zibo, Shandong and had joined the CAG in 2003. 

Gao Cuiqin’s arrest and subsequent death: a timeline 

Around 6:30am on 15 July 2014, Gao Cuiqin was reportedly cooking at home when six 
plain-clothed police officers (four men and two women) came into her home. Gao’s 
mother-in-law and sister-in-law were standing outside while the police officers entered 
the property. According to the family, police officers did not show any identification 
before forcibly taking Gao to the Souzhen police station in Huantai County. On the same 
day, two other Christians from the same village – Wang (alias Li Min, female, age 67) 
and Liu (alias Wu Tao, male, age 50) – were also arrested. Around noon that same day, 
policemen returned to Gao’s home and asked her mother-in-law to pay for Gao’s living 
expenses while in prison – a request which she did not comply with. 

Two days later, Gao was reportedly beaten to death by policemen. 

Members of the church report that a medical worker at the Shengjie Hospital in Huantai 
County claimed the police officers had called an ambulance to fake an emergency rescue 
at approximately 11:00am on 17 July. When the doctors arrived, Gao had already died 
and so they did not take her body away. The police then called the Huantai branch 
hospital of Qilu Hospital of Shandong University to send an ambulance to take the victim 
to the hospital. 

At 13:00 on 17 July, Chang, the head of the police department, called Gao’s husband to 
tell him that Gao had fallen seriously ill and was taken to the hospital. Gao’s husband, 
Liu, was not informed of his wife’s death. 
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Approximately an hour later, Gao’s younger sister, elder brother, and sister-in-law went 
to the hospital. However, Gao was not registered for hospitalization and they could not 
find her. 

At 18:00, Gao’s husband, Liu, met with the police and asked the officers about his wife’s 
wellbeing. They then took him to the hospital where he saw Gao’s body with breathing 
tubes in her nostrils, but it was clear to him that she was already dead - the ECG showed 
a flat line. Liu reports that doctors were pretending to rescue her with a cardiac 
pacemaker and that he overheard doctors admitting that she was already dead when she 
arrived. 

Liu then took photographs of his wife. 

A medical worker in the Emergency Department claimed that when Gao arrived to the 
hospital, she was already deceased and her face was green and purple, seriously swollen 
and showed signs of having been beaten. 

A sister from the Church, who had been held in the same police station, said that at 
5:00am on 17 July, she heard banging sounds and horrible screams from the next room 
where the police were interrogating Gao.  

Another member of the church who was being held reported that she heard the head of 
the police station, Chang, talking on the phone when he said “…did it, killed her with the 
electric baton…”. 

On the afternoon of 18 July, Gao’s family went to prepare her body for her funeral. They 
reported that Gao’s lower legs, chest, and face were severely injured. 

An unnamed man, who claims to have been in the Public Security Bureau for many 
years, analyzed the body and concluded that her injuries correspond with being tied to a 
chair and jabbed with an electric baton with extremely strong electric currents. 

Limited information 

After Gao’s death, the police asked the village secretary to negotiate with Gao’s husband, 
Liu. On 18 July, Liu reported this incident to the mayor. The leaders in the city then 
assigned three officials in the Public Security Bureau and the Commission for Discipline 
Inspection to go negotiate with Liu and settle the matter privately. 

Gao’s murder was not placed on file for investigation. It is reported that the two 
policemen thought to have been responsible for her death disappeared. 

Gao’s family requested to see the video recording of the investigation but the police 
refused. 

The police report reads that Gao had heart disease and died of sudden cardiac arrest. 
Gao’s family reports that she never had heart disease. 

The police brought pressure on Gao and Liu’s family, prodding them to convince them to 
negotiate quietly. Worried for his sons’ safety, Liu eventually decided to settle the case 
privately. 

The case has yet to be investigated by government authorities, which will never happen… 
 

Cross demolition campaign in China 

A cross on top of a church set on fire (See video at http://bit.ly/2lPtaGi) 
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HRWF (06.11.2017) - The US-based Christian NGO ChinaAid has documented the forced 
demolition of more than 20 Protestant and Catholic churches, and the removal of more 
than 1,000 crosses in recent years in Zhejiang province alone. 

Hundreds of Christians have also been detained or arrested attempting to resist those 
demolitions, ChinaAid said. 

As the larger of the Christian denominations in China, Freedom House said Protestants 
had been "particularly affected by cross-removal and church-demolition campaigns, 
punishment of state-sanctioned leaders, and the arrest of human rights lawyers who take 
up Christians' cases." 

Cross burns as officials attempt to remove it 
 

 

ChinaAid (20.09.2017) - http://bit.ly/2lPtaGi - A church cross caught fire this morning 
while officials in China’s central Henan province attempted to remove it.  

In the early morning of Sept. 20, Chinese authorities arrived at a church located in 
Nanyang, Henan, and began to forcibly remove its cross. During the process, the cross 
was set ablaze.  

 
It is unknown whether the church building was damaged or if anyone sustained injuries. 
 
This cross removal comes in the wake of a years-long cross demolition movement that 
occurred in Zhejiang province, during which officials attempted to eradicate all church 
crosses across the region, with special focus on the city of Wenzhou.  
 
ChinaAid exposes abuses, such as those experienced by churches that are the victims of 
forced cross demolitions, in order to stand in solidarity with persecuted Christians and 
promote religious freedom, human rights, and rule of law. 
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China detains 2 Christian women and 3-year-old for 
taking part in missionary work 

By Jardine Malado 

Christian Times (06.10.2017) - http://bit.ly/2zSWyNX - Chinese authorities have taken 
two women and a three-year-old boy into custody for conducting missionary work in the 
city of Xianning, Hubei. 

On Sept. 22, Pastor Xu Shizhen, her daughter, Xu Yuqing, and Xu Yuqing's 3-year-old 
son, Xu Shouwang, were arrested by the police and religious affairs bureau personnel 
after they took part in Zion Church's efforts to spread the Gospel in the city's public 
parks and squares. 

According to China Aid, the local religious affairs, public security, and national security 
bureaus frequently interrupted the Christian women while they sang, danced, and 
preached. 
 
Family members who went to the police station on Sept. 24 were told that the two 
women were separated from the child. The authorities kept him at the station while they 
transferred his grandmother and mother to other facilities. 

The operation to block the evangelistic activities of Zion church was spearheaded by the 
deputy director of the Xianan District Religious Affairs Bureau, Yang Haijun. 

On Sept. 13, Yang led police officers to Change Square to prevent Xu Shizhen and other 
church members from sharing their faith with others. 

In late August, Xu Shizhen had received a notice from the religious affairs bureau, 
accusing the church of violating the Regulations on Religious Affairs and ordering her to 
stop its missionary work. 

Xu Shizhen had previously served as the pastor of Hongqiao Church before it was 
acquired by the Three-Self Church in April 2012 after officials forcibly occupied its 
building and damaged church property. She decided to leave the church and start a new 
one, but the police continued to harass them. 

The Chinese government has been stepping up its crackdown on churches ahead of the 
implementation of the revised edition of its Regulations on Religious Affairs in February. 

Last month, The Association of Christian Students, an institution affiliated with the 
Chinese Communist Party, issued a report detailing plans to launch a specialized 
management program targeting private churches, "illegal" religious organizations, and 
preachers who have not been ordained by the state. 

Under the program, churches will be forced to register with the state-run Three-Self 
Patriotic Movement. Smaller churches will be forcibly combined with registered churches, 
and those that refuse to register will be banned. 

The government will reportedly shut down churches that have been deemed by the public 
security and religious affairs bureaus as "illegal religious organizations, organizations 
influenced or controlled by foreign powers intending to infiltrate [the country], or 
[religious] gathering places that broke the laws or are under the control of cults." 

Due to its stringent rules on religion, China has been ranked in the Open Door USA's 
World Watch List as the 39th country where Christians face the most persecution. 
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China’s thriving underground churches in danger 

By Eugene K. Chow 
 
The Diplomat (27.09.2017) - http://bit.ly/2wEijzQ - If Karl Marx is to be believed and 
religion is the “opiate of the masses,” then China is waging a new opium war. Threatened 
by the rapid, uncontrolled growth of Christianity, the Communist Party is gearing up for a 
sweeping crackdown. 

Although China is officially an atheist nation, Protestant Christianity is thriving. According 
to some estimates, there are as many as 115 million Protestants in China, and it is one of 
the fastest growing demographics in the country. One analyst predicts that by 2030, 
China will have more than 247 million Christians, including Catholics, making it the 
world’s largest congregation. 

But much to the authoritarian government’s chagrin, the overwhelming majority of this 
booming cohort of Chinese Christians are meeting in underground churches. Only state-
sanctioned religious organizations are allowed to operate in China, and official churches 
are closely watched. 

In recent years, many state-sanctioned churches have been forced to install surveillance 
cameras, and preachers, selected by the government, are monitored to ensure that their 
sermons do not broach taboo topics. 

“They want the pastor to preach in a Communist way. They want to train people to 
practice in a Communist way,” said an underground church leader, who spoke 
anonymously to the Telegraph. 

The preacher explained that state churches often avoid potentially subversive portions of 
the Bible. For instance, the Old Testament book that tells the story of Daniel, who is 
exiled and refuses to worship the king as he is ordered and instead worships God, is 
“very dangerous.” 

Preachers have also been pressured to show their loyalty to the Communist Party and 
have taken to praising President Xi Jinping and incorporating party propaganda into their 
sermons. 

It is these heavy-handed tactics that have made many Chinese Christians turn to 
underground churches. According to Yang Fenggang, a professor of sociology at Purdue 
University, of China’s estimated 93 to 115 million Christians, less than 30 
million attend official churches. 

This disparity has caught the attention of state officials, and earlier this month new 
regulations aimed at curbing non-state sanctioned houses of worship were passed. 

The new law takes effect on February 2, 2018 and will impose heavy fines on organizers 
of unofficial religious events and prohibit them from carrying out basic functions like 
receiving donations, providing religious information online, or teaching children. 

Wang Zuoan, head of the State Administration for Religious Affairs, explained that the 
new law was necessary because “the foreign use of religion to infiltrate [China] 
intensifies by the day and religious extremist thought is spreading in some areas.” 

While Article 36 of the Chinese constitution ensures that citizens “enjoy freedom of 
religious belief,” Wang said, “freedom of religious faith is not equal to religious activities 
taking place without legal restrictions.” 

“These rules will help maintain the Sinicisation of religion in our country … and keep to 
the correct path of adapting religion to a socialist society,” he added. 
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The Communist Party has watched Christianity’s rapid growth warily, with some arguing 
that the state has long been concerned that the religion could undermine its authority. 

According to Yang, the Communist Party is “still not sure if Christianity would become an 
opposition political force” and fears it could be used by “Western forces to overthrow the 
Communist political system.” 

Two years ago, the government moved aggressively against Christian churches. In 
Zhejiang, the provincial governor, one of President Xi’s top lieutenants, tore 
down crosses from 1,200 to 1,700 churches and jailed hundreds of house church leaders. 

The campaign was met with strong international condemnation and local protests. In one 
violent incident, 50 church members were injured when they were beaten back by police 
officers. 

Eager to minimize embarrassing incidents and project an image of social harmony in the 
buildup to the 19th National Congress, party officials have avoided overly aggressive 
actions against underground churches. Instead, they have moved more quietly with their 
attempts to “Sinicize” Christianity. 

In addition to passing the new law, China has been working to exert greater control over 
official Catholic churches. Six decades after China broke off diplomatic relations with the 
Vatican, the two sides are negotiating an agreement to re-establish formal ties. 

An agreement would legitimize China’s state-sanctioned churches while further 
cementing its control. But efforts have stalled, with both sides insisting on having the 
ultimate authority to appoint clergy. 

As China negotiates with the Vatican, the government has eased up on the nation’s 12 
million Catholics, according to a report from Freedom House. However, authorities have 
continued to pressure underground churches, arresting members and pastors on trumped 
up charges in the hopes of pushing them to join official congregations. 

These efforts are not likely to succeed, as they work to reinforce the concerns 
underground churchgoers have about state churches. Instead, underground churches 
have taken to lowering their profile by meeting in smaller groups or on weekdays to 
avoid detection in advance of the new law taking effect. Larger WeChat groups for 
churches have also been pared back to smaller groups of 30 to 40. 

From college campuses and the the media to the military, churches are just another 
battleground in President Xi’s efforts to ensure the Communist Party reigns supreme in 
all walks of life. Religious expression will be allowed to continue in a token form so long 
as it conforms to the standards set by party officials. 

While the Communist Party has developed increasingly sophisticated ways to manipulate 
its citizens, it remains to be seen if the government can successfully subvert a religion 
that has withstood repeated repression over its 2,000 year history. Given Christianity’s 
long, enduring track record, party officials are perhaps rightly worried. 
 

 

Chinese police order Xinjiang’s Muslims to hand in all 
copies of The Quran 

Radio Free Asia (27.09.2017) - http://bit.ly/2y9dvXO - Chinese authorities in the 
northwestern region of Xinjiang have ordered ethnic minority Muslim families to hand in 
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religious items including prayer mats and copies of the Quran to the authorities, RFA has 
learned. 

Officials across Xinjiang have been warning neighborhoods and mosques that ethnic 
minority Uyghur, Kazakh and Kyrgyz Muslims must hand in the items or face harsh 
punishment if they are found later, sources in the region said. 

"Officials at village, township and county level are confiscating all Qurans and the special 
mats used for namaaz[prayer]," a Kazakh source in Altay prefecture, near the border 
with Kazakhstan told RFA on Wednesday. 

"Pretty much every household has a Quran, and prayer mats," he said. 

Dilxat Raxit, spokesman for the exile World Uyghur Congress group, said reports have 
emerged from Kashgar, Hotan and other regions of similar practices starting last week. 

"We received a notification saying that every single ethnic Uyghur must hand in any 
Islam-related items from their own home, including Qurans, prayers and anything else 
bearing the symbols of religion," Raxit said. 

"They have to be handed in voluntarily. If they aren't handed in, and they are found, 
then there will be harsh punishments," he said. 

Raxit said announcements are being made by the police via popular social media 
platform WeChat. 

"All Qurans and related items must be handed into the authorities, and there are notices 
to this effect being broadcast via WeChat," Raxit said. 

"The announcements say that people must hand in any prayer mats of their own accord 
to the authorities, as well as any religious reading matter, including anything with the 
Islamic moon and star symbol on it," he said. 

"They are requiring people to hand in these items of their own accord," he said. 

‘Three Illegals’ 

Earlier this year, Xinjiang authorities began confiscating all Qurans published more than 
five years ago due to “extremist content,” according to local officials, amid an ongoing 
campaign against “illegal” religious items owned by mostly Muslim ethnic Uyghur 
residents. 

The Qurans were appropriated as part of the “Three Illegals and One Item” campaign 
underway in Xinjiang that bans “illegal” publicity materials, religious activities, and 
religious teaching, as well as items deemed by authorities to be tools of terrorism—
including knives, flammable objects, remote-controlled toys, and objects sporting 
symbols related to Islam, they said. 

The Kazakh source said that earlier directives calling for the confiscation of Qurans and 
other religious items hadn't been effective, and so the authorities are now stepping up 
the pressure and placing the onus on individual households to hand them in under a 
compulsory program. 

He said confiscation drives targeting Uyghurs are now also being extended to the 
country's ethnic Kazakh population. 

At the same time, any products from neighboring Kazakhstan or bearing the Kazakh 
language or symbols have also been outlawed, sources said. 
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A leaked police notice from Changji prefecture called on local officials to search for any 
items bearing any writing or symbols linked to Kazakhstan. 

"Any items bearing writing or any other traces of Kazakhstan, including street signs or 
graffiti, store decorations, arts and crafts items, T-shirts and so on, must immediately be 
investigated ... and a detailed report made to higher authorities by Sept. 25," the notice, 
dated Sept. 22, it said. 

Products from Kazakhstan 

A second Kazakh source said authorities are also searching for and confiscating any 
products brought from Kazakhstan. 

"There are restrictions on the sale of any products and foodstuffs from Kazakhstan, 
including noodles, organic products and mare's milk spirit," the source said. "They won't 
let you sell things brought over from Kazakhstan." 

An official who answered the phone at the Altay police department on Wednesday hung 
up when asked to comment on the reports. 

Chinese authorities have lately issued orders for ethnic Kazakh Chinese nationals to hand 
in their passports and Kazakh green cards in some parts of Xinjiang, and have reportedly 
detained dozens of Kazakhs returning from overseas study or family visits to Kazakhstan, 
sending them for indefinite terms in "re-education" facilities, sources have told RFA. 

Official figures show that there are around 1.5 million Kazakhs in China, mostly 
concentrated in and around the Ili Kazakh Autonomous Prefecture close to the 
Kazakhstan border. 

China has previously welcomed Kazakhs who wished to relocate from Kazakhstan, with 
their numbers peaking at nearly 38,000 in 2006. But now many Kazakhs with Chinese 
nationality are heading back in the other direction. 

 

China launches anti-cult digital platforms 

Edited by Zhou Xin 

Xinhua (22.09.2017) - http://bit.ly/2jYyiHo - China's State Council Friday launched 
digital platforms and an online pledge to encourage the public to take a stand against 
cults. 

It opened a website named China Anti-Cult Network (www.chinafxj.cn), along with official 
Weibo and Wechat social media accounts, aiming to promote the preventative measures 
and policies that China has for combatting cults, offer interpretation of the anti-cult law 
and related information. 

The website also has a section where the public can report criminal offences related to 
cults. 

It provides psychological guidance for the victims of cults and their families, and 
assistance in the search for missing relatives. 

An online pledge called "Say No to Cults" calls for the public to sign their names to show 
they oppose and resist cults. 
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New regulations on religions: Annihilate underground 
communities, suffocate official communities 

By Bernardo Cervellera 

AsiaNews (11.09.2017) - http://bit.ly/2ffp2gk - The new regulations on religious 
activities are aimed at annihilating underground communities and stifling official 
communities, making it impossible for any outward mission. This is evidenced by the 
recently published text on the site of the State Administration for Religious Affairs 
(SARA). They should come into force on 1 February 2018. 

The new text does not change much from the draft, but - if possible - it is even worse. 
The few articles added (we counted three) worsen the list of alleged threats and 
deviations that may come from religions. 

In Chapter VIII on "Legal Responsibility", Article 63 has been added, which states: " 
Advocating,supporting, or funding religious extremism,or using religion to to harm 
national security or public safety, undermine ethnic unity, divide the nation,or conduct 
terrorist activities and separatism or terrorist activities, infringing upon citizens’ rights in 
their persons and democratic rights, impeding the administration of public order, or 
encroaching upon public or private property... ". The article also provides punishments 
for "criminal responsibility in accordance with law ", "administrative penalties in 
accordance with law ", "compensation" for losses to citizens "in accordance with law ". 

In China, you can count the number of attacks of a "religious" matrix on the fingers of 
one hand and are often subject to several sects with a few thousand adherents, 
compared to over 500 million believers of different religions. Yet the article - whose list of 
bad actions is repeated here and there in the text, for example, among the "prohibitions" 
- gives the impression that religions tout court are not only "the opium of the masses," 
as Marx said , but the plague of the peoples. 

The text reiterates that only a top-down control of religious affairs at all levels - national, 
provincial, county, city or village – renders a religion livable and acceptable. 
Representatives of religious offices at all levels are urged to "work", "organize", "test", 
"control" the work of the community of the faithful (see Articles 6, 26, 27) . This 
emphasis goes hand in hand with thetestimonies that we receive from China: cameras 
placed at all religious sites; police checks in celebrations; dog-units for anti-drug checks! 
It should be noted that such checks are carried out even for official communities 
recognized by the state that behave according to the ministry's instructions. 

Under the new regulations, the underground communities should not even exist. As a 
result any activity that takes place in unregistered places and with unregistered staff 
results in massive fines: between 100 and 300 thousand yuan for "unauthorized" 
activities (Article 64); 50,000 yuan per activity in an "unauthorized" site; 50,000 yuan 
for providing an "unauthorized" site (Article 69); between 20,000 and 200,000 yuan for 
"unauthorized" travel abroad, even if it is for religious education or pilgrimage (hajj) 
(Article 70); up to 10,000 yuan for individuals involved in "illegal" religious activities 
(Article 74). These fines are very high, if you consider that the minimum wage in a city 
like Shanghai is 2300 yuan. In addition to the fines, the closure of the sites that hosted 
"illegal" activities and their sequestration and forfeiture to state assets are also included. 

Even before the regulations become the norm, for several months now police and 
representatives of the Religious Affairs Bureau have been meeting priests and lay faithful 
from underground communities for "a cup of tea" and "advising" them to register in the 
community official. In particular, priests are faced with a difficult choice: registration at 
the Religious Affairs Bureau automatically implies membership of the Patriotic 
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Association, which, through its aim to build an "independent" Church, is "inconsistent" 
with Catholic Doctrine (Benedict XVI ). 

Another article added to the definitive text of the regulations is 70b. It states: "Where 
there is proselytization, organizing of religious activities, establishment of religious 
organizations, or establishment of religious activity sites in schools or educational 
institutions other than religious schools; the organ of review and approval or other 
relevant departments are to order corrections to be made within a certain time and give 
warnings; where there are unlawful gains, they are to be confiscated; where there 
circumstances are serious, order that enrollment is to be stopped and cancel education 
permits.... " 

It concerns religious activities in state schools, whose measures have already been 
enforced before the promulgation of the regulations: students were expelled from schools 
because they were found praying privately in university buildings. 

According to research by the University of Shanghai, at least 60% of students are 
interested in knowing about Christianity and there is a growth in the number of young 
catechumens in official and underground communities. 

The fact that the new regulations have added a new article aimed at punishing 
"proselytism" in schools is a sign of the vastness of the phenomenon. But all this is 
perhaps a symbol that applies to all of the articles of the regulations: it proclaims control, 
but China's religious awakening is now beyond control. 

 

China passes new religious regulations ‘to prevent 
extremism’ 

World Watch Monitor (08.09.2017) - http://bit.ly/2gW0d9C - China has passed a new set 
of rules regulating religious affairs, a year after the proposed amendments were released 
to the public for the first time. 

The new rules, announced yesterday, show no significant alterations to last year’s 
proposals, though there is noticeably less detail given regarding those who will be 
responsible for enforcing the regulations. (In the September 2016 draft, it was clearly 
stated that local authorities would be responsible.) 

Over the past few months, Chinese church leaders have given a range of differing 
perspectives on the proposed regulations, which are due to come into force on 1 
February 2018. 

Some have suggested the regulations are mainly focused on curbing the rise of Islamic 
extremism and will not greatly affect Christians. Others have said local authorities are 
typically reluctant to enforce regulations on churches because of fears of creating conflict 
and instability. 

But others have said they have seen some tightening of restrictions, particularly related 
to student and youth work, and that some local authorities hand out punishments to 
avoid being criticised by their superiors. 

Over the summer, children were banned from attending Christian camps in several 
provinces, while notices were issued in others banning all school children, and their 
teachers, from going to church. 

The new rules include guidelines on religious education, the types of religious 
organisations that can exist, where they can exist and the activities they can organise. 
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Last year, Yu Zhengsheng, Chairman of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative 
Conference, emphasised the need for provincial officials to have a better overall 
understanding of religion, so that they are better able to resist “foreign” religions. (The 
idea of resisting “foreign” religions is generally taken as an attack on Christianity, which 
is considered a product of the West, promulgated by foreign powers with the intention of 
destabilising Chinese “harmony”). 

Last year, an analyst from the World Watch Research unit of Open Doors, which monitors 
freedom to practise Christianity globally, told World Watch Monitor the new rules were 
part of the government’s attempts to “Sinicize every aspect of Chinese life – be it culture, 
news or religion”. 

“[The] implications for Chinese Christians remain to be seen, but it might well be that 
these directives find their way into new regulations affecting the Church in China,” an 
Asia analyst for Open Doors, who wished to remain anonymous, told World Watch 
Monitor last year. “Freedom in all sectors of society [has been] shrinking since Xi Jinping 
came into power, and there is evidence that the government is also tightening its grip on 
the Three Self Patriotic Movement [the state-approved Church].” 

As the Communist Party prepares for its 19th Congress in October, World Watch Research 
analyst Thomas Muller says the regime has two priorities: controlling the media and 
emphasising ideology. 

“The preferred line of thinking is emphasised by introducing President Xi’s own brand of 
‘political thought’ into the Party constitution, tying ideology closer to the budding 
personality cult around him,” says Muller. “Fitting into this pattern is a book recently 
published by the Central Party School, demanding that all students learn from President 
Xi’s experiences as a teenager during the Cultural Revolution. As the emphasis on 
Communist ideology and the personality cult emerging around President Xi gets stronger, 
the authorities will correspondingly act more strongly against all other ‘ideologies’ not 
fitting into this system, including the Christian religion.” 
 

China bans children – and their teachers – from churches 

World Watch Monitor (08.09.2017) - http://bit.ly/2wRyGN5 - Unofficial estimates say 
that there are close to 100 million Christians in China, more than are members of its 
Communist Party, due to hold its 19th five-yearly National Congress in mid-October. 

But in several provinces, children were banned from attending Christian camps over the 
summer holidays while notices were issued in other provinces banning all school children, 
and their teachers, from going to church. 

The restrictions were announced in some provinces where a relatively high percentage of 
Christians live – in the neighbouring eastern provinces of Fujian, Zhejiang, Jiangsu and 
Henan, and also the autonomous northern region of Inner Mongolia. 

Children were banned from summer camps in Zhejiang, Jiangsu, Henan and Inner 
Mongolia, while in Fuzhou, the provincial capital of Fujian, churches from the state-
sanctioned Three-Self Patriotic Movement (TSPM)* were told to report any activity held 
in registered religious venues, or obtain permission to hold events in un-registered 
venues. 

“It is forbidden to force or tempt juveniles to believe in any religion,” churches in Fuzhou 
were told. “And it is also forbidden to conduct religious activities in non-registered 
religious venues without approval.” 
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The instructions, which in Henan were stamped with the TSPM and China Christian 
Council* (CCC) insignia, were circulated via social media. 

The message to the Henan churches said the ban on youth activities was to “protect the 
health and safety of teenagers during the hot summer holidays”. 

However, UCAN reported that a notice in Wenzhou, capital of Zhejiang province, 
suggested a different motive. “Minors receiving religious education and formation too 
early in churches would seriously affect the normal implementation of the education 
system,” the notice said. 

One Catholic woman in Wenzhou, identified only as Maria, told UCAN her daughter’s 
teacher had sent an audio and written message to the parents’ chat group, “asking us 
not to bring children to church”, UCAN reported. 

Maria said the instructions had come via the education bureau and that parents had been 
warned inspection teams would launch “open and undercover investigations on Sundays 
to find out how many children went to church”. 

On 12 August, Maria said officials went to churches to attempt to persuade parents not to 
bring their children to church but that “many children” still participated in the procession 
for the feast of the Assumption of Mary on 15 August. 

Background 

Churches in China were already prohibited from evangelising to children, but almost 
every church in China has a Sunday school, which, according to a local source, 
authorities generally turn a blind eye to, in order to avoid unnecessary conflicts with 
churches. 

“Activities and events for teenagers and youth are a sensitive topic,” the source told 
World Watch Monitor. “A youth camp that is attended by a large group of people, or 
involves overseas groups, can count on the government’s attention. Local churches that 
hold these type of events are therefore keeping a very low profile to avoid intervention.” 

The source added that in one province students were warned by their teachers not to join 
Christian activities, while a campus ministry leader was warned not to connect with 
overseas groups after he returned home. 

However, the source said these kind of announcements were not a sign of systematic 
crackdown on Christians in China but were meant as a clear warning to churches to 
minimise their student and youth activities. 

As World Watch Monitor reported in July, according to American theologian Richard 
Mouw, who has travelled extensively in China, Christians in China are not facing 
increased persecution as much as growing pressure to conform to Beijing’s policies. 
Although the police sometimes disrupt church services or place pastors under house 
arrest, the regulation of religious groups is more influenced by political factors than anti-
religion sentiments, says Mouw. 

In trying “to control the forces that have been unleashed by the expanding market 
system”, he says President Xi Jinping is having to balance competing forces within the 
Communist Party, while also trying to stop the rise of Islamic extremism in certain parts 
of the country. 

“It is important for the Chinese president to keep the pressure on elements in the culture 
that could make him look weak,” says Mouw. “Thus his message to religious groups: 
‘Don’t do things that will make me impose more restrictions'”. 
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Police crackdown on Chinese Uyghurs in Egypt and 
‘repatriation’ on Beijing’s ‘request’ 

Human Rights Without Frontiers denounces the forceful ‘repatriation’ by Egypt 
of Uyghur religious students back to China 

 
HRWF (18.08.2017) - In early July, Egyptian police rounded up, detained and deported at 
least 200 Uyghurs, mainly religious students, in Cairo, arresting some in restaurants or 
at their homes and seizing others at airports as they tried to flee the country. 
 
On 7th July, Radio Free Asia reported:  
 

Students who have evaded detention are hiding in malls, in mosques, and in 
nearby fields, one Uyghur mother said, adding that she is now on the run with two 
young students given to her by their mother for protection. 
 
“When we were leaving, I spotted some people watching the area where we were 
staying. They were in a black, ugly-looking car with tinted windows, and after we 
left they detained the Uyghur students who were living at our house.” 
 
“They were all Uyghurs, and I’m sure they were sent by the Chinese government,” 
she added. 
 
One Uyghur student now in hiding said that his brother, a PhD student at Al-
Azhar, had also been detained. 
 
“I am now on the run with his wife and three children,” he said. “My brother called 
me from the detention center and said that he saw about 200 Uyghur students 
being held there.” 
 
“It has been several days now that we have been running on empty stomachs,” 
another student said. 
 
“We have valid visas and passports, but we can’t go to the airports, and we can’t 
go the markets for food or get gas for our cars. The Egyptian people have been 
told that we’re criminals, and they inform the police if they see us.” 
 
Another student said that a friend in detention had told him that police were 
forcing them to sign documents stating they had participated in Uyghur separatist 
organizations based outside of China. 
 
“Some did not sign the document, because older students warned them not to,” 
he said. 
 
“Police took fingerprints of all their fingers.” 
 
Also speaking to RFA, an Uzbek national living in Egypt said that he and his family 
were dining at one of Cairo’s Uyghur restaurants when police suddenly arrived. 
 
“There were 10 to 20 Uyghurs there, chefs and so on, and the police took all of 
them away.” 
 
“There were Kyrgyz and Uzbek people at the restaurant, too, but they weren’t 
touched at all. Police asked everyone’s ethnicity and took away all the people who 
said they were Uyghur.” 
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Reached for comment, a staff member at the Egyptian embassy in Washington 
D.C. said only that she had heard media reports of the detentions. “Since I am not 
authorized to speak on this matter, I cannot say anything more about it,” she 
added. 
 
Calls to the embassy’s press office rang unanswered on Friday. 
 
Rebiya Kadeer, president of the Munich-based exile World Uyghur Congress, 
meanwhile called on the international community to prevent the forced return of 
Uyghurs from Egypt to China, adding, “We have been following this issue closely 
for the past two or three months.” 
 
“I ask all Uyghur organizations to do their best to help the Uyghurs detained in 
Egypt.” 
 
International law requires that people living in foreign countries not be returned to 
situations in which they are likely to face persecution, Sophie Richardson—China 
director for Human Rights Watch—said in an interview. 
 
"It's extremely concerning if the Egyptian government is somehow being complicit 
in a legally baseless Chinese effort to force people back to China," Richardson 
said. 

 
As a signatory to the United Nations’ Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees, and 
according to international law, Egypt cannot deport the students to China because of the 
threats they face at home. 
 
In a letter, a group of Uyghur students living in Cairo appealed to Dr. Ahmed El-Tayeb, 
the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar, to intervene to block further deportations to China. 
 
“Our only sin is that we want to learn and study religion,” said the letter, a copy of which 
was obtained by the Arabic-language news outlet HuffPost Arabi. 
 
“Egypt, where Al-Azhar is built, [should be] a safe haven for those who want to learn,” 
the letter said. 
 
In a July 7 statement issued after a meeting the day before with a Xinjiang delegation 
arranged by China's ambassador to Egypt, Al-Azhar said that no Uyghur students had 
been arrested "inside Al-Azhar campus or from any buildings associated with Al-Azhar." 
 
"The institution is following up with authorities in the wake of reports on social media," 
Al-Azhar said. 
 
Chinese authorities also detain Uyghur Muslims coming back from overseas 
pilgrimages 

In July, Chinese authorities in the northwestern region of Xinjiang held hundreds of 
ethnic minority Uyghur Muslims after they returned from overseas pilgrimage. They are 
charging them with illegal pilgrimage, and for taking part in illegal religious activities. 

Article 21 of the "26 Forms of Illegal Religious Activity" leaked to Radio Free Asia in 
February 2017 forbids anyone from traveling overseas on pilgrimage, including the 
annual Hajj pilgrimage to Mecca, with companies not endorsed by China's religious affairs 
authorities. 
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In March, a rights lawyer went to lodge appeal proceedings, and came across a detention 
center—the Changji Detention Center—where there were 200-300 Uyghurs who were 
being held after coming back from pilgrimage in the Middle East. They were all being held 
for investigation and screening. 

According to Dilxat Raxit, spokesman for the exile World Uyghur Congress group, 
Uyghurs who have studied in the Middle East are also being detained on their return. 
Some of them are also facing charges of religious extremism or terrorism. 

None of those held for religious activities will likely be able to find employment once they 
have a criminal record. 

 

Tibetan monk freed after two-year prison term 

 
Gomar Choephel in an undated photo. Photo courtesy of an RFA listener 

A Tibetan monk jailed for two years in western China’s Qinghai province for “subverting 
the state” has been released with restrictions placed on his movements, according to 
Tibetan sources. 

Gomar Choephel, 48, was freed from the Ho Min Xian prison in Qinghai’s Menyuan Hui 
Autonomous County on or around July 10, and returned to Rongwo monastery in 
Rebgong (in Chinese, Tongren) county in Qinghai’s Malho (Huangnan) Tibetan 
Autonomous Prefecture, said a source inside Tibet, who spoke to RFA’s Tibetan Service 
on condition of anonymity. 

“Chinese authorities warned the monks and relatives in advance not to organize any kind 
of reception to mark his release,” the source said. 
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“Rongwo monks and his relatives did go to receive him, but they were not allowed to put 
up any significant reception, including taking photos related to his release and arrival and 
so on,” he added. 

“The authorities also imposed restrictions on his movements from the monastery.” 

According to the source, Choephel was detained on July 10, 2015 when police in Rebgong 
raided his room at Rongwo and found a photo of exiled spiritual leader the Dalai Lama, 
who has lived in India since escaping Tibet during a failed national uprising in 1959. 

Beijing rejects the Dalai Lama's call for a "middle way" solution of a semiautonomous 
Tibet under Chinese rule, and accuses him and his supporters of campaigning to split 
Tibet from the rest of China. 

Choephel was held without being charged until Feb. 17 last year, when the Marlo People’s 
Intermediate Court tried him for circulating a statement that read “no stability without 
equality,” possession of a photo of the Dalai Lama, and “commission of acts aimed at 
subverting the state.” 

He was sentenced to two years in jail and returned to Ho Min Xian prison, where he 
worked 15-hour days producing army uniforms and erecting fences, the source said. 

A second source, who also asked to remain unnamed, told RFA that Choephel’s relatives 
were only permitted to see him once a month during his incarceration. 

“If they spoke in Mandarin [Chinese], they could converse for 30 minutes, but if the 
conversation was in Tibetan they were only allowed to speak for five minutes,” the 
source said. 

“Gomar Choephel is the son of Lojang and a resident of Gomang village,” he added. 

County targeted 

In March, sources told RFA that authorities in Rebgong were strengthening security 
forces amid official concerns that the anniversary of the 1959 national uprising against 
Beijing’s rule might trigger further protests. 

The source said that armed police and security officers in civilian clothes could be seen 
near Rongwo monastery, at major road crossings, and in the front courtyards of 
government buildings, and emergency personnel stationed in the area had been 
equipped with fire extinguishers to prevent self-immolation protests by Tibetans. 

Earlier that month, monks from Rongwo had appealed for the return of property formerly 
leased to a teacher’s college but seized by local authorities after the college moved to a 
new location. 
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The property, comprising one third of the total estate of the monastery, was confiscated 
in 2016, prompting monks to petition for its return, but Chinese authorities locked and 
sealed it. 

In March 2016, authorities imposed sweeping new restrictions on Rongwo and other 
Rebgong monasteries, directing them to strictly follow the leadership of their 
management committees and strengthening a ban on the display of photos of exiled 
spiritual leader the Dalai Lama, sources in the region and in exile told RFA in earlier 
reports. 
 
Chinese authorities set up the management committees in early 2012 in most Tibetan 
Buddhist monasteries, placing them under the direct control of government officials 
permanently stationed there, sources said. 

The policy was enacted to ensure that monks and nuns do not participate in activities 
calling for an independent Tibet or “disturb the social order” by engaging in self-
immolations or other protests, they said. 

Reported by Sangye Dorjee and Lhuboom for RFA’s Tibetan Service. Translated 
by Karma Dorjee. Written in English by Joshua Lipes. 

 

Xinjiang authorities sentence Uyghur scholar to 10 years 
in prison 

 
Hebibulla Tohti in an undated photo. Photo courtesy of the China Islamic 

Association 

RFA (09.08.2017) - http://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/scholar-
08092017151559.html - Authorities in northwest China’s Xinjiang region have sentenced 
a prominent Uyghur theological scholar sponsored by the country’s state-sanctioned 
Islamic Association to 10 years in prison following his return from Egypt, according to 
local sources. 

A faculty member at Xinjiang Islamic University in the regional capital Urumqi told RFA’s 
Uyghur Service that Hebibulla Tohti was convicted in May under charges that were not 
immediately clear, nearly a year after he voluntarily relocated to Xinjiang from Cairo to 
“register” himself with the government. 
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Thousands of Uyghurs, many of whom are students studying at Cairo’s prestigious Al-
Azhar Islamic University, have returned to Xinjiang from Egypt after Chinese police 
detained many of their relatives and threatened them with “severe punishment” if they 
did not return. 

Many have since been detained, forced to undergo political reeducation, and jailed by 
authorities in Xinjiang, where Uyghurs regularly complain of pervasive ethnic 
discrimination, religious repression, and cultural suppression under Chinese rule in the 
region. 
 
Tohti, who is from Kashgar (in Chinese, Kashi) city, in Xinjiang’s Kashgar prefecture, had 
graduated with an undergraduate degree from Xinjiang Islamic University and was one of 
three students sent by China’s Islamic Association to Al-Azhar, where he pursued a 
doctorate degree in theology. 

Upon completion of his studies in September 2015, he received official praise from the 
association for defending his dissertation and obtaining his degree. 

Tohti relocated to Urumqi in July last year, as ordered by Chinese authorities, but was 
immediately detained and interrogated upon his return for committing three “illegal 
activities” while studying at Al-Azhar, the faculty member said, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 
 
The three activities consisted of teaching religion to Uyghur students in Egypt without 
permission from the Chinese authorities, attending a major religious conference in Saudi 
Arabia in 2015 without permission from the Chinese authorities, and emphasizing the 
distinct achievements of the Uyghur culture in his dissertation paper, he said. 

Additionally, Tohti—who is fluent in Uyghur, Mandarin Chinese, English and Arabic—had 
failed to write or speak out positively about Chinese policies in the Uyghur region. 

Second detention 

According to the faculty member, Tohti was released in January this year, at which point 
the director of Xinjiang Islamic University offered him a teaching position. Tohti had 
accepted, but was detained again in March, he said. 

“I know that he was detained … by state security police, which is why we have been 
unable to hire him,” the faculty member said. 

“He couldn't pass a security check, so the relevant police department warned our 
administration not to hire him.” 

Tohti was sentenced to 10 years in prison for “illegal religious activity” in May, he said, 
though there has been no official announcement of his conviction or what charges he had 
faced. 
 
The faculty member referred further questions to Xinjiang Islamic University 
administrators Ali Rahman, Elijan Inayet and Ma Yanling, though RFA was unable to 
reach them by phone. 

A police officer named Abduweli at the Bahuliang Police Station in Urumqi was initially 
unsure of Tohti’s identity when contacted by RFA, noting that authorities had “detained 
many from that [Xinjiang Islamic University] school district.” 
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When informed of the scholar’s background at Al-Azhar, however, he was able to confirm 
his arrest. 

“Our police chief was directly involved in detaining that man, so you should call him,” he 
said. 
 
Calls to the police chief rang unanswered, while sources at the Urumqi Judicial 
Department declined to provide details about Tohti’s case. 

Observers say that Tohti was likely targeted by authorities as being “double-faced,” 
according to Xinjiang Party Secretary Chen Quanguo’s recent campaign to punish 
influential Uyghurs who appear loyal to China’s ruling Communist Party, but secretly 
promote the interests of their ethnic group. 

China’s Communist Party blames some Uyghurs for a string of violent attacks and clashes 
in China in recent years, but critics say the government has exaggerated the threat from 
the ethnic group, and that repressive domestic policies are responsible for violence that 
has left hundreds dead since 2009. 

China regularly conducts “strike hard” campaigns in Xinjiang, including police raids on 
Uyghur households, restrictions on Islamic practices, and curbs on the culture and 
language of the Uyghur people, including videos and other material. 

Reported and translated by Shohret Hoshur for RFA’s Uyghur Service. Written in 
English by Joshua Lipes. 

 

China bans Christian summer camps and Sunday schools 

Evangelical Focus (03.08.2017) - https://wwrn.org/articles/47231/ - Chinese officials in 
Zhejiang province have issued orders to shut down Sunday schools and prevent Christian 
churches from holding events during the summer months. 

"For a long time, teenagers and students have not been allowed to participate in religious 
activities", a local Christian surnamed Zhang said. 

However, “the Three-Self Churches and house churches would usually hold summer 
camps during the summer vacation. But now the government has emphasized that even 
the Sunday schools would be closed down. The government's major intention is to shut 
down the Sunday schools", he added. 

Christian camps also banned in Henan province 

The orders came after another Chinese province banned Christian churches from 
organizing youth camps this summer. 

Henan Provincial Three-Self Patriotic Movement Committee and the Henan Provincial 
China Christian Council—local branches of China’s two state-run Christian organizations—
announced the ban last June in an official document, citing high temperatures as a 
possible health risk. 
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"The temperature is very high during the summer. To conform to the country’s related 
legal policies on youth health, no summer camps that involve youth and students shall be 
organized by any church”, they stated. 

A Christian from the province noted that the ban was an unusual move since such camps 
have been allowed in previous summers. Prior to the ban, the government would only 
interfere if they received a tip-off about the event. 

Joining the three-self church, mandatory 

In order to further their control, the Nanyang Municipal Religious Affairs Bureau, located 
in Henan, ordered all 20,000 registered house church members in the province to join 
the Three-Self Church. 

Many Chinese Christians disagree with the Three-Self Church based on theological 
discrepancies and rampant government censorship, making the forced merging of these 
two branches a violation of religious freedom. 

Foreign students unable to practice their religion 

Officials in the province also announced new regulations forbidding foreign students at 
universities in the province from participating in any form of religious activities on 
campus, such as preaching or religious gatherings. 

The regulations will ban students from practising their religious beliefs on campus and 
require them to take courses in political theory as well as Chinese law, culture, and 
customs. This will effectively prohibit them from holding religious gatherings or preaching 
on school property. 

Schools in China are required to respect the customs and religious beliefs of foreign 
students, but they are not allowed to provide any venue for religious activities. 

Persecution in China 

"The government is trying to control ideology. During [Chinese Presidents] Jiang Zemin 
and Hu Jintao's time, the government was tolerant toward preaching and missionary 
work. After Xi Jinping came into power, the government's grip on religion has 
strengthened", Zhang told China Aid. 

Hundreds of pastors and Christian activists have been arrested in China recent years for 
protesting against the forced demolition of churches. China's atheistic government has 
labelled Christian gatherings as a national security risk. 

According to a report published by Freedom House in March, as many as 100 million 
people, including Protestant Christians, are facing "high" or "very high" levels of 
persecution at the hands of the Chinese Communist Party. 
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Controversies around the kidnapping and killing of two 
Chinese Christians by ISIS in Pakistan 

HRWF (27.07.2017) - In June, the Islamic State killed two Chinese Christians it 
kidnapped in Pakistan's southwestern Baluchistan province a month before, according to 
the militant group's Amaq news agency.  

Armed men pretending to be policemen kidnapped Lee Zingyang (24) from Hunan and 
Meng Lisi (26) from Hubei in Central China, in the provincial capital, Quetta, on 24th May. 
The kidnapping was a rare security incident involving Chinese nationals in Pakistan, 
where Beijing has pledged $57 billion for its "Belt and Road" plan.  

After the Islamic State claimed responsibility for the killings, Pakistan's Interior Ministry 
said the two Chinese nationals were "actually engaged in preaching" after they went to 
Quetta "under the garb of learning (the) Urdu language from a Korean national." 

Official Chinese media said they were working for Seo Jun-won, a Korean missionary, and 
China would cooperate with Pakistan on any investigations into "illegal evangelization." 

An official from South Korea's foreign ministry rejected these allegations.   

The comments from Seoul deepen the mystery behind the abduction and deaths of the 
two Chinese. 

 

Family fears for ‘barely alive’ Chinese pastor as 
authorities abuse him in prison 

China Aid (17.07.2017) - http://bit.ly/2uavhH3 - After reports leaked that an imprisoned 
pastor in China’s central Henan province endured torture at the hands of his captors, his 
sister testified that her brother appeared fragile when she met with him on Friday and 
was not allowed to discuss events outside of the prison with him.  
 
When Zhang Cuixia visited her brother, unjustly imprisoned Nanle Church pastor Zhang 
Shaojie, on July 7, she said he looked “…like a bag of bones,” and dark discoloration 
circled his eyes, prompting her to ask if he had been beaten. In reply, he said, “Do you 
need to be beaten to become like this?” 
 
However, a few weeks ago, Zhang Shaojie’s daughter, Esther Zhang, penned a worried 
appeal, saying that officials repaid her father’s attempts to file a second court appeal with 
a strict torture regimen.  
 
“He’s unable to see the sun during the day,” Esther Zhang wrote. “He’s deprived of sleep 
for 24 hours at a time. The prison gives him only one steamed bun a day and 
intentionally starves him. According to people who have been released from that prison, 
my father is barely alive, suffering both mentally and physically.” 
 
During the visit, government agents monitored Zhang Cuixia and Zhang Shaojie’s 
conversation, limiting it to only talk about family members and praise of new policies 
under Communist Party leader Xi Jinping. Zhang Shaojie and Zhang Cuixia decided to 
subvert these restrictions, speaking highly of life inside and outside the prison and using 
their facial expressions to communicate that they meant the opposite.  
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Following their conversation, Zhang Cuixia wept.  
 
“It’s painful to see such a good person being persecuted,” she said. “I don’t know how 
long he can persist.”  
 
Additionally, she said authorities have tried to keep Zhang's lawyer from meeting with 
him, often telling him no one was available to talk to him. The last time he visited, he 
wasn't even allowed in. 
 
Zhang Shaojie became one of the first pastors of a government-run Three-Self Church to 
be sentenced to 12 years in prison since the Cultural Revolution when his church became 
involved in a land dispute with the government in 2013. He led a group of Christians to 
Beijing to file a petition, but the trip angered local officials, who conspired to have him 
detained on Nov. 16, 2013, and charged him with “swindling” and “assembling a crowd 
to disturb public order” on July 4, 2014. Authorities rejected his initial appeal to overturn 
his sentence in August 2014.  
 
In an official document dated May 18, 2017, the Puyang, Henan branches of China’s two 
state-run Christian organizations—the Three-Self Patriotic Movement Committee and the 
China Christian Council—arbitrarily deposed 12 of the church’s clergymen, including 
Zhang Shaojie himself, and revoked their ordination. The other 11 church leaders were 
ousted because of their connections to Zhang Shaojie and their willingness to faithfully 
serve the church, causing the government to want to get rid of them. 
 
Recently, Zhang's lawyer filed an appeal to have his sentence overturned. 
 
The church, which began as a house church, was ultimately forced to subject itself to 
government censorship and become a Three-Self Church. The church's members also 
said the Nanle County Religious Affairs Bureau alleged that the church was a cult and 
appealed to the Henan Provincial Religious Affairs Bureau to obliterate it. The higher 
authorities rejected the request. 
 
Zhang Shaojie’s decline in health is preceded by that of Nobel Peace Prize laureate and 
imprisoned Chinese democracy activist Liu Xiaobo, whose prison doctors ignored the 
signs of his late-stage liver cancer until May 24. Liu died at 6:40 p.m. today. In order to 
prevent another innocent man from succumbing to such cruel tactics, ChinaAid urges 
government officials and individuals to contact the following authorities and urge them to 
treat Zhang Shaojie humanely and allow him access to medical professionals outside of 
the prison: 
 
 
Minister of Justice Zhang Jun 
 
Phone number: +86 (10) 6515 3113 
 
E-mail: ivylee319@vip.sina.com (begin subject line with ATTN: Minister of Justice Zhang 
Jun) 
 
Ambassador Cui Tiankai 
 
Ambassador of China to the United States 
 
Email: chinaembpress_us@mfa.gov.cn 
 
Phone: +1(202) 495-2266 
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Ambassador Liu Jieyi 
 
Ambassador of China to the United Nations 
 
Email: chinamission_un@mfa.gov.cn 
 
ChinaAid firmly condemns the Communist Party’s treatment of Zhang Shaojie and the 12 
leaders of Nanle Church and exposes the abuses enacted against them in order to stand 
in solidarity with persecuted Christians and promote religious freedom, human rights, 
and rule of law. 
 

USCIRF condemns Ramadan restrictions in Xinjiang 
Uighur Autonomous Region 

“The Chinese government has taken unprecedented steps to trample on the 
religious freedom of Uighur Muslims” 

USCIRF (05.07.2017) - http://bit.ly/2thQb6D - Muslims around the world recently 
marked the end of the holy month of Ramadan.  The U.S. Commission on International 
Religious Freedom (USCIRF) strongly condemns the Chinese government’s restrictions on 
Uighur Muslims’ religious practice during Ramadan in the autonomous region of Xinjiang. 

“The Chinese government has taken unprecedented steps to trample on the religious 
freedom of Uighur Muslims particularly during Ramadan,” said USCIRF Chairman Daniel 
Mark. “Chinese Communist Party officials were assigned to live in the homes of Uighur 
families in Xinjiang to prevent them from fasting and praying. This new level of control is 
yet another example of the Chinese government’s unacceptable repression of Uighur 
Muslims.  We call on Beijing to abide by its international human rights commitments and 
cease its harassment of religious communities.” 

The Chinese government continues to suppress Uighur Muslims in Xinjiang, often under 
the guise of countering what it alleges to be religious and other violent extremism. Other 
recent alarming developments include: new regulations prohibiting face-covering veils 
and beards; a ban on “extreme” Islamic baby names; and the confiscation of Uighur 
Muslims’ passports and Qur’ans. 

Uighur Muslims also continue to receive unfair trails and are harshly treated in prison. 
USCIRF Vice Chair, Sandra Jolley, is advocating on behalf of Uighur Muslim Gulmira Imin, 
as part of USCIRF’s Religious Prisoners of Conscience Project. Ms. Imin, a website 
administrator and Uighur advocate, was sentenced in May 2010 to life imprisonment on 
charges of splittism (undermining the unity of the state), organizing an illegal 
demonstration, and leaking state secrets. 

“Eight years ago today, July 5, 2009, Uighurs gathered in Urumqi to peacefully protest 
the Chinese government’s treatment of their people.  The protests were met with police 
violence and a number of arrests and deaths occurred.  Gulmira Imin was arrested in 
connection with these riots and her harsh sentence is yet another example of the 
government’s persistent targeting of Uighur Muslims,” said Vice Chair Jolley. “The 
Chinese government should immediately release Gulmira Imin, prominent Uighur scholar 
Ilham Tohti, and all other prisoners of conscience.” 

USCIRF again recommended in 2017 that China be designated as a “country of particular 
concern,” or CPC, for systematic, ongoing, and egregious violations of religious freedom. 
The State Department has designated China as a CPC since 1999, most recently in 2016.  
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We must hold Beijing to account for its treatment of 
Falun Gong practitioners 

By Anastasia Lin  
 
The Globe and Mail (28.06.2017) - https://tgam.ca/2uqlVUv - On June 19, I travelled to 
Geneva to testify before the United Nations Human Rights Council. I spoke on behalf of a 
Canadian woman named Sun Qian, who’s been imprisoned in China since February. The 
sole reason for her arrest was her spiritual belief. Sun Qian is a Falun Gong practitioner, 
and she has faced solitary confinement and torture in custody. 

Toward the end of my speech, I switched from English to Mandarin. Suddenly, the 
Chinese delegate started banging on the table to stop my speech. Later on, Chinese 
delegate Yang Junzhi took the floor to respond. 

China, said Mr. Yang, “expresses strong indignation and resolute opposition to the 
unfounded claims of some NGOs,” in a clear reference to me. He asserted that Falun 
Gong is not a religion, but an “evil cult,” which propagates “evil theories” and causes 
“grave physical and psychological harms” to its practitioners. But his most extraordinary 
claim was that the government of China has “arranged help for those tricked into 
practising Falun Gong 

What is the truth about Falun Gong? 

Falun Gong is a practice of five meditative exercises and a set of moral teachings. At its 
core, the basic tenets of Falun Gong are shared with many faiths. It is a belief that the 
universe has not just a material existence, but a spiritual one. That there is such a thing 
as a moral order – rooted in principles of truth, compassion, and tolerance – and that 
human life is enriched by striving to live in harmony with these ideals. 

The popularity of these beliefs – official sources estimated there were 70 million 
practitioners in China by 1999 – is what caused the Communist Party to see Falun Gong 
as an ideological challenge, ultimately leading to a massive and ongoing campaign to 
eliminate it. According to the NGO Freedom House, since 1999, hundreds of thousands of 
Falun Gong practitioners across China have been subjected to arbitrary imprisonment 
and torture, solely for the peaceful expression of their beliefs. Thousands have died as a 
result of abuse in custody, and there is credible evidence that large numbers of Falun 
Gong detainees have been killed so their organs could be sold for profit. 

The Chinese government uses propaganda and misinformation to undercut sympathy for 
Falun Gong. One method is calling Falun Gong an “evil cult”– a label that evokes visceral 
negative responses. The Chinese government claims, with no credible evidence, that 
practising Falun Gong leads to madness, murder, and suicide. Its media outlets report 
that practitioners are incapable of rational thought, thereby providing justification for the 
arbitrary imprisonment and forcible ideological reprogramming of innocent, law-abiding 
people. Sometimes they refer to Falun Gong practitioners as literal vermin – as “rats” 
that need to be smashed. 

This should cause deep concern in the West. We know where this kind of dehumanizing 
rhetoric can lead, because we’ve seen it before in Nazi Germany, in Rwanda, in Bosnia. 
But instead of condemning it, we perpetuate it. We allow the Chinese government to set 
the terms of the debate. 

In the West, Falun Gong is obviously not persecuted. But it suffers another kind of 
indignity: being marginalized, ignored, or softly belittled. News organizations refer to 
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Falun Gong “members,” despite the fact that the practice has no system of membership. 
In far too many instances, Falun Gong is described merely as a group that was banned as 
a cult in China, a claim that is historically inaccurate and extremely prejudicial. Critical 
analysis of the Chinese government’s propagandist rhetoric is almost entirely absent 
from the journalistic discourse. 

This isn’t entirely surprising; the Chinese government is powerful. Through its network of 
state-run media and the enormous commercial and political power it wields, it has a 
tremendous ability to influence how the Western world understands China. In the past, 
the party-state has successfully persuaded foreign publications to kill sympathetic stories 
on Falun Gong or to white-wash documentaries on its persecution. 

This persecution is a human-rights catastrophe, yet it is often overlooked because the 
victims – Falun Gong practitioners like myself – are somehow seen as unworthy of 
sympathy. 

Collectively, we have been more responsive to the slander of a dictatorship than the 
victims’ cries. But we still have a chance to stop further killing in China. Sun Qian is still 
imprisoned in China. It’s time to bring her home.  
 

Holy See appeals for the release of Bishop Shao of 
Wenzhou 

ZENIT (26.06.2017) - http://bit.ly/2tnNlhk - The Holy See expressed its “grave concern” 
after the disappearance of Msgr. Pierre Shao Zhumin, Bishop of Wenzhou, in the coastal 
province of Zhejiang (Continental China). A statement released by Director of the Holy 
See Press Office, Greg Burke, on June 26, 2017, pleads for his return, stressing the need 
to foster “ways of understanding.” The Chinese diocese has had no news regarding the 
Bishop since May 18. 

“The Holy See is observing with grave concern the personal situation of Bishop Peter 
Shao Zhumin of Wenzhou, forcibly removed from his episcopal see some time ago,” 
reads the statement. At age 54, he has been bishop of his diocese since the death of his 
predecessor in September 2016. 

“The diocesan Catholic community and his relatives have no news or reasons for his 
removal, nor do they know where he is being held,” specifies Burke. “In this respect, the 
Holy See, profoundly saddened for this and other similar episodes that unfortunately do 
not facilitate ways of understanding, expresses the hope that Bishop Peter Shao Zhumin 
may return as soon as possible to the diocese and that he can be assured the possibility 
of serenely exercising his episcopal ministry.” 

“We are all invited to pray for Bishop Shao Zhumin and for the path of the Catholic 
Church in China,” concluded the message. 

According to the Churches of Asia Agency (EDA) of the Foreign Missions of Paris, Bishop 
Wenzhou disappeared from circulation after having been “invited” last May 18 to an 
interview with functionaries of the local Office of Religious Affairs. Since then, the Bishop 
has not reappeared in public. On May 22, he made it know that he was in need of wine 
for Mass, but no one was able to contact him on his mobile phone. According to local 
sources, Monsignor Shao is in Wenzhou, retained in a police residence. 

EDA offered an analysis of the situation, estimating that the diocese of Wenzhou “could 
be described as emblematic of the efforts the Holy See deploys to foster the unity of the 
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‘underground’ communities and the ‘official’ local Church.” Efforts, notes the agency, that 
evidently do not satisfy the Chinese authorities. “ 

In view of fostering the unity of the two communities, in 2007 Rome appointed Father 
Vincent Zhu Weifang, member of the “official” clergy, Bishop of Wenzhou, with Father 
Shao Zhumin, member of the “underground” clergy as Co-adjutor. However, after the 
death of Monsignor Zhu on September 7, 2016 his successor Monsignor Shao came up 
against “permanent manoeuvres of interference by the civil authorities in the life of the 
Church.” He never stopped “being subjected to the harassment of the authorities.” 

“With this new ‘incommunicado’ episode that is prolonged, one could think that the 
young Bishop is facing renewed pressures by the authorities to lead him to come to 
terms with the religious policy of the government in place,” concludes EDA. 

 

Wenzhou, 20 days and still no news of Msgr. Peter Shao 
Zhumin, seized by police 

The bishop disappeared after being called for a meeting with the Office for 
Religious Affairs. Bishop Shao is recognized by the Vatican, but not by the 
government. The bishop's mother, 90, asks to be able to see her son. Catholics 
in Wenzhou ask for prayers for their shepherd, so he may be "strong" in faith 
and witness. In the past some underground bishops were killed while in police 
hands. 

AsiaNews (06.06.2017) - http://bit.ly/2rYoYp1 - There is still no news of Msgr. Peter 
Shao Zhumin, Ordinary Bishop of Wenzhou (Zhejiang). The diocese's faithful are very 
concerned, and with them also the bishop's mother, a 90-year-old woman who has 
already asked several times to see her son. 

Msgr. Shao, 54, disappeared last May 18, after being invited at 9 am to the office for 
religious affairs in the city. His whereabouts remain unknown. On May 22, he made a 
request to his co-workers to have wine for the celebration of Mass, but since then 
nothing has been heard. 

Priests and faithful say they do not know where he is and the authorities will tell them 
nothing. 

A message sent to AsiaNews by a member of the faithful asks for "prayers to God to 
guide him to have a strong faith and a clear witness." 

Msgr. Shao had been kidnapped already in April, a few days ahead of Easter, perhaps to 
prevent him from commemorating the rites of Holy Week with the faithful and his priests. 

Bishop Shao is a member of the underground community and as a bishop is not 
recognized by the government. The Holy See, however, confirmed him as ordinary bishop 
of the diocese, after the death of his predecessor, Msgr. Vincenzo Zhu Weifang, on 
September 7th. 

It is most likely that his forced disappearance aims to persuade the prelate to enroll in 
the Patriotic Association (PA), the party body that wants to build an independent Church, 
which is "inconsistent with Catholic doctrine "as Benedict XVI affirms in his 2007 Letter to 
Chinese Catholics, a position confirmed by Pope Francis. 
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In talks between China and the Holy See on episcopal appointments, the PA demands 
that all bishops be enrolled in the PA and that bishops who refuse to enroll be excluded 
as they are "unreliable". 

In the past years, unofficial bishops, seized by the police, were returned to their family 
after being tortured. These include are Msgr. Giuseppe Fan Xueyan of Baoding (killed in 
1992); Msgr. Giovanni Gao Kexian of Yantai (died in 2004); Msgr. John Han Dingxian 
(died in 2007) 

Msgr Peter Shao Zhumin, is a bishop since 2007. The Wenzhou diocese has a past of 
strong divisions between the official and underground Christian communities. It is 
estimated that there are about 120,000 faithful in the official community and over 
80,000 in the underground one. The priests are equally divided between the two 
branches and are around 50 in all. In recent years, the Holy See has sought to reconcile 
the communities by nominating Msgr. Zhu (now deceased) as Ordinary Bishop and Msgr. 
Shao as bishop with right of succession. But, according to the faithful, who also love and 
respect Msgr. Shao, "the local government does everything it can to keep us divided." 
Bishop Shao has often been imprisoned because of his faith. Even ahead of the funeral of 
his predecessor, he was kidnapped and unable to preside at the rite. 

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Fujian church banned after accusation of ‘Korean 
collaboration’ 

ChinaAid (12.05.2017) - http://bit.ly/2qiSpRG - Authorities in China’s coastal Fujian 
province banned a church, accusing its members of “establishing religious sites” without 
approval and “collaborating with Korea.” 

In a notice, authorities accused the River of Life Berean Church and the Bereans 
Research Institute of Theology of having Korean connections and setting up illegal 
religious meeting places. The Huli District Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau also 
confiscated 1,346 Yuan (approx. U.S. $200) of donated money, claiming it was “illegal 
income.” 

A lawyer who examined the case said that the church is uncertain whether or not they 
should take legal action against the government. “They are afraid of fighting against the 
government. I asked local lawyers to help, but they haven’t responded yet. The mainland 
[government] has intensified the persecution against Christianity. … It is ridiculous to 
arrest someone for attending house churches. The government often uses the excuse 
that Christians are ‘disrupting social order’ to persecute them, since that can be applied 
to every house church in the country.” 

Another Christian pastor surnamed Zhang criticized the government’s handling of the 
church, saying that even though River of Life Berean Church has some controversial 
beliefs, it is not considered a cult by the government and therefore, should not be 
targeted in this way. 

“Since the government can’t accuse the church of collaborating with the U.S., the officers 
now use Korea as an excuse,” Zhang said. “Since religions are founded in different 
countries, the people are unavoidably ‘collaborating with foreign powers’ when they 
choose a religious belief. Jesus himself was a foreigner. This logic is ridiculous. Our 
government has armed itself to the teeth in order to control people’s minds.” 



 

Human Rights Without Frontiers FoRB Newsletter | China     

River of Life Berean Church was founded eight years ago, and has a weekly attendance of 
several dozen members. 

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Police raid at the underground Catholic Mass in 
Heilongjiang 

Acting together, the Religious Affairs Bureau, Public Security and the United 
Front carried out the operation. Seized before Easter, the bishop of Wenzhou is 
back home. Bishop Guo Xijin of Mindong is still in police custody. The 
confrontation with the Vatican increases. 
 
AsiaNews.it (27.04.2017) - http://bit.ly/2qdHlpK - Heilongjiang’s Communist authorities 
congratulated themselves for "blocking illegal religious activities". 

When police raided a small community hall during Mass, they ransacked the place and 
tried to arrest the parish priest and the community’s lay leader. 

The action was taped and the video was briefly posted on-line (pictured). In it, several 
police agents can be seen discussing animatedly with worshippers and trying to remove 
Fr Shen Yanjun, an underground priest who took up his post in the church in Qinshan 
(Wudalianchi) seven months ago. 

In a statement, local authorities said they "successfully stopped an underground Catholic 
priest from holding an illegal religious activity." 

The police raid was a joint operation between the Religious Affairs Bureau, Public 
Security and the United Front. 

Since they are opposed to a dialogue between the Chinese government and the Holy See, 
the Religious Affairs Ministry and the United Front (which includes the Chinese Patriotic 
Catholic Association) continue to clash with the Church and the Vatican. 

Before Easter they seized two underground bishops – Mgr Vincent Guo Xijin of Mindong 
and Mgr Peter Shao Zhumin of Wenzhou – to prevent them from celebrating Easter 
services in their respective diocese. 

Both are recognised by the Holy See but not by the government. Sources 
told AsiaNews that Mgr Shao is now back home whilst Mgr Guo’s whereabouts remain 
unknown. 
 

Village crackdown on ‘illegal religious activities’ nets 
dozens of Uyghurs 

Radio Free Asia (26.04.2017) - http://bit.ly/2oS34PR - Dozens of ethnic Uyghurs from a 
small village in northwestern China’s Xinjiang region, including several sets of siblings, 
have been swept up in a recent crackdown on “illegal religious activities” after they 
attended lectures by unsanctioned imams, according to local officials. 
 
At least 52 Uyghurs in Tomosteng township’s No. 2 village, in Kashgar (in Chinese, 
Kashi) prefecture’s Yarkand (Shache) county, have been arrested under related charges, 
the 140-household village’s party secretary Ablet Hekim told RFA’s Uyghur Service in an 
interview earlier this week. 
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Of those arrests, 39 were the result of a “recent” sweep by local authorities, Hekim said, 
adding that 35 are now in jail and the remaining four—all of whom are “unofficial imams” 
that the state does not recognize—have been sent for “political reeducation.” 
 
The other 13 have been serving sentences “since previous sweeps during the 2000s,” 
according to the party secretary. 

“This week we have handed down verdicts for 13 out of the 35 [now held in jail] and 
delivered the official notices to their families, door to door,” Hekim said. 

Sentences for the 13 ranged from two-and-a-half to 10 years in prison. 

“The 35 listened to ‘illegal religious sermons’ at least two times, because we usually only 
warn one-time listeners and let them go,” he said. 

According to Hekim, the sermons did not contain any sensitive references to “dividing the 
country” or anti-government rhetoric often linked to unsanctioned religious activities. 
 
“They were sentenced simply because they had listened to sermons by the unofficial 
imam Abdukerim at an unauthorized venue [outside of a government sanctioned-
mosque],” he said. 

Hekim provided RFA with a list of all 35 Uyghurs held amid the crackdown, as well as 
their ages. 

Among the 35, three women—Buhelish Nur, Heyrinsa Ehmet and Patima Seyittursun—
were punished for “inviting people to attend” the sermons, he said. 

At least five sets of siblings were jailed as part of the recent sweep, including brothers 
Ahmat, Tursun and Imin Zayit, as well as sister and brother Nurimangul and Memet 
Talip. 
 
“Ahmat Zayit’s family has no one of working age left at home, so there is no one 
maintaining their fields,” he Hekim said. 

“His kids have been taken in by his nephew’s family.” 

Report of arrest 

RFA obtained confirmation of the 52 arrests in No. 2 village while investigating a report 
published last week by exile Uyghur website Hoylam.com, which claimed that a 73-year-
old Uyghur woman named Helchihan Hoshur was detained after making disparaging 
comments about Chinese policies during a “self-criticism” session in Tomosteng 
township’s neighboring No. 7 village. 

Party secretaries from three different villages in Tomosteng township, including No. 3 
village chief Qembernisa Hashim, were unable to confirm Hoshur’s detention. 

“We do not have anybody like that—all the detainees in our village are males,” Hashim 
told RFA, without providing details about the detainees there. 

“We would have recognized her, since we conduct a lot of political educational work with 
her family members.” 

RFA was unable to confirm the identities of the male detainees from No. 7 village or the 
reason for their arrests. 

China has vowed to crack down on what it calls religious extremism in Xinjiang, and 
regularly conducts “strike hard” campaigns including police raids on Uyghur households, 
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restrictions on Islamic practices, and curbs on the culture and language of the Uyghur 
people, including videos and other material. 

While China blames Uyghur extremists for terrorist attacks, experts outside China say 
Beijing has exaggerated the threat from the Uyghurs and that repressive domestic 
policies are responsible for an upsurge in violence there that has left hundreds dead since 
2009. 
 

Xinjiang court gives 5 Christians harsh sentences 

ChinaAid (25.04.2017) - http://bit.ly/2ponQrz - In a move that a defense attorney 
termed harsh, five Christians in China’s northwestern Xinjiang were jailed for 3-5 years 
on April 18 for participating in the planning of a Bible study. 
 
On April 18, a court in Changji, Xinjiang, sentenced Christians Yang Zhaocun and Wang 
Lulu to five years in prison, Cheng Yajie to four years, and Liu Yan and Zheng Lan to 
three years. Officials tried the defendants last October on charges of illegal assembly and 
“gathering a crowd to disturb public order,” after they held a private Christian event at 
Zheng Lan’s home. The court did not notify the defense lawyers of the court’s verdict. 
 
One defense attorney said, “The judges wrongfully determined the nature of the case, 
and the sentences were unreasonably harsh. How can private gatherings disrupt public 
order? The public security bureau exceeded its authority and crossed a line.” 

During the trial, Wang and Cheng admitted that they participated in an “illegal 
assembly,” and Zheng confessed to hosting so-called “illegal religious activities.”  
 
Their supposed crimes stem from a gathering of more than 50 Christians at Zheng’s 
home on March 5, 2016, where the congregants studied the Bible and listened to 
sermons. According to a government document, Yang and Liu were responsible for 
researching potential meeting places and transporting the meeting’s attendees, activities 
which make them accessories to crime, while the others were labeled primary criminals. 
When authorities raided the gathering, Yang, Zheng, Cheng, and Wang were taken into 
custody, while Liu was seized at her home. 

All of the defendants plead innocent, and all are planning to appeal.  
 

Did members of the Church of Almighty God (CAG) 
perpetrate the 28 May 2014 McDonald’s Murder in 

Zhaoyuan? 

CAG members interviewed in Seoul by HRWF answer NO and accuse Beijing of 
propaganda against their church 

 
Willy Fautré, Human Rights Without Frontiers 
 
HRWF (21.04.2017) – From July 2013 to 2017, over five-hundred members of the 
Church of the Almighty God (CAG) [1] from China have travelled to South Korea to seek 
asylum, but not one has been granted refugee status, nor given the permit to stay for 
humanitarian reasons. None of them have been prosecuted on the grounds of criminal 
activities in South Korea and so far, no one has been deported back to China. They are 
however under threat to be surrendered to the Chinese authorities at any time. 
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In March 2017, Human Rights Without Frontiers met some CAG members at their church 
in Seoul and interviewed them with an interpreter about the 28 May 2014 McDonald’s 
Murder Case in Zhaoyuan. The answers below are those of Angelia Zheng, a 
spokesperson of the religious group in Seoul. 
 

 
Reception desk at CAG, Seoul 

 
The murder 
 
On 28 May 2014, Zhang Fan, Zhang LiDong, Lyu Yingchun, Zhang Hang, Zhang Qiao and 
a 12-year-old child walked through a McDonald's in Zhaoyuan, in Shandong, soliciting 
phone numbers from diners. One woman, Wu Shuoyan, 37, was waiting in the restaurant 
with her seven-year-old son; when she refused to give her number, the group beat her 
to death with chairs and a metal mop handle. Zhang Fan and Lyu Yingchun reportedly 
called the victim an "evil spirit," before Zhang bludgeoned her head with a chair, then 
jumped on her and trampled her head, state media reported at the time of their 
conviction in October 2014. 
 
The act was captured by CCTV cameras and witnesses using smartphones. The footage 
quickly went viral online, with many web users wondering why bystanders did not 
intervene.  
 
Along with Falun Gong, the Church of Almighty God [2]– also called Eastern Lightning - 
has been on a list of fourteen banned religious groups, issued by China's Ministry of 
Public Security, since 1995. 
 
Zhang LiDong and Zhang Fan were executed in east China's Shandong Province on 2 
February 2015, following the approval of the use of the death penalty by the Supreme 
People's Court. The pair had been convicted of committing intentional homicide in the 
province's Zhaoyuan City. 
 
The three other members of the group involved in the incident (Lyu Yingchun, Zhang 
Hang, and Zhang Qiao) were sentenced to jail terms ranging from seven years to life. 
Before the execution, Yantai Municipal Intermediate People's Court arranged for Zhang 
Fan and Zhang LiDong to meet with their family. (Source: Euan McKirdy, CNN, 2 
February 2015) 

The interview 
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HRWF: What can you say about the links between the murder at the McDonald’s 
restaurant and the Church of Almighty God? 

On the third day after the murder happened, on 31 May 2014, the “Focus Interview” of 
CCTV, which has a good audience rating in China, broadcasted a fragment of the 
journalist’s interview with Zhang LiDong, the main offender. In this interview, Zhang 
LiDong claimed he had believed in the Almighty God for seven years. However the 
Almighty God that Zhang LiDong and his accomplices were talking about had nothing to 
do with our Church of the Almighty God (CAG). 

Zhang LiDong and and his accomplices in the murder were not CAG members at all and 
the Church of Almighty God (CAG) has nothing to do with the 28 May McDonald’s Murder 
Case which occurred in Zhaoyuan, Shandong in 2014.  

The Chinese Communist Party asserted that Zhang LiDong and his associates were CAG 
members because they found some books of the CAG at their homes. They used these 
facts and the false statement of Zhang LiDong to put the murder case on the CAG. We 
have no idea how Zhang LiDong received our books.  

HRWF: Which aspects of the beliefs of the murderers made you first think that 
they were not CAG members? 

Zhang LiDong said in his confession that some people would leave the earth and go back 
to heaven, from where they would lead him. His viewpoint of belief in God doesn’t accord 
with the words of Almighty God at all. The Church of Almighty God never said such a 
thing. 

Besides, the CCP said that Zhang LiDong and the other offenders beat the woman to 
death because she refused to give them her phone number to preach the gospel to her. 
As all the members of the Church of Almighty God know, it’s not allowed to forcefully 
drag people into the church. In the administrative decrees issued by the Church of 
Almighty God, it clearly says, “God’s household is not short of members, and there is no 
need to make up its numbers with people who have no use. All those who do not believe 
gladly must not be led into the church” (The Word Appears in the Flesh). If Zhang LiDong 
had been a CAG member for seven years, he should have known the essential 
administrative decree of the church. Obviously, Zhang LiDong was not a member of the 
Church of Almighty God at all. 

On 21 August 2014, the Intermediate People’s Court in Yantai City, Shandong Province 
held a hearing of the “May 28 Zhaoyuan Case.” From the confessions of Lyu Yingchun 
and Zhang Fan, it’s easy to conclude that Zhang LiDong and his accomplices were not 
members of the Church of Almighty God. Lyu Yingchun said in her confession, “I’m Lyu 
Yingchun. I came to know Almighty God in December 1998. From childhood I knew that I 
am God Himself…” She also said, “In the end, I found that I’m God Himself. Then I found 
that only Zhang LiDong, Zhang Fan, and Zhang Hang are true believers in ‘Almighty 
God’; the others are all cheaters.” “Zhang Fan and I are the only true spokespersons of 
‘Almighty God.’ … Theirs is the false ‘Almighty God,’ while ours is the true ‘Almighty 
God.’” Zhang Fan said, “In the organization of Almighty God, Lyu Yingchun and I hold the 
highest position. We’re both ‘God Himself.’ My father, my sister, my brother, and Zhang 
Qiaolian are all ‘chief priests.’ Now I think that only my father, my brother, my sister, Lyu 
Yingchun, Zhang Qiaolian, and I are true believers in ‘Almighty God.’” 

Zhang LiDong and his accomplices totally lost their senses, even daring to impersonate 
God. In our teachings, “The Ten Administrative Decrees That Must Be Obeyed by God’s 
Chosen People”, it is clearly stated: “Man should not magnify himself, nor exalt himself. 
He should worship and exalt God.” 
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However, the CCP insisted that Zhang LiDong and the others were members of the 
Church of Almighty God, which is sheer distortion of facts and frame-up. 

HRWF: How is someone recognized as a member of your church? 

New believers must be checked and approved by the church leaders and deacons of the 
local community before being received into the church. Only those who truly believe in 
God and have good humanity are accepted. When expelling the adherents, the decision 
must be made by 80%+ of the believers in the church. The leaders and the deacons 
know exactly who is and who is not a member of the church. After the Chinese 
Communist Party made use of the 28 May McDonald’s Murder Case to persecute the 
Church of Almighty God in 2014, the CAG conducted a careful survey. According to the 
findings, none of the church leaders or adherents in the branch churches in Shangdong 
was acquainted with Zhang LiDong, Zhang Fan and their associates. The six of them 
have never been in the CAG. 

HRWF: Can you tell me more about the trial of the murderers?  

On 21 August 2014, Yantai Intermediate People’s Court of Shangdong openly heard the 
28 May McDonald’s Murder Case. During the hearing, Zhang LiDong and his associates 
said that they had nothing to do with the Church of Almighty God.  

The Chinese Communist Party claimed that Zhang LiDong was a CAG preacher and made 
an attempt to kill that lady after demanding her cellphone number in vain. They 
concluded that they promoted their religion with violence. This conclusion was seriously 
against the truth. The CAG never imposed the gospel on anyone. So it is impossible for 
the preachers to beat people when preaching the gospel. 

As all the CAG members know, we have principles in preaching the gospel. As stipulated 
in The Ten Administrative Decrees That Must Be Obeyed by God’s Chosen People issued 
by our church, “God’s household is not short of members, and there is no need to make 
up its numbers with people who have no use. All those who do not believe gladly must 
not be led into the church.” (The Word Appears in the Flesh)  

HRWF:  Does the Church of Almighty God teach that violence can sometimes be 
used? 

The Chinese Communist Party has been fabricating rumors according to which the CAG 
members preach the gospel with violence, cut people’s noses and eyes when they refuse 
and use violence against those they want to convert and even kill them cruelly. As a 
matter of fact, it has been over twenty years, since 1991, that the gospel of the Almighty 
God has been spread throughout Mainland China. It has also been preached in over 
twenty overseas countries. If what the Chinese Communist Party said proved to be true, 
the CAG would have shed blood abroad everywhere. This is not the case anywhere.  

HRWF: How was the persecution of group organized in China? 

In a short period of three days after the 28 May McDonald’s Murder Case, the Chinese 
Communist Party used the media to wantonly fabricate public opinions and define the 
nature of the murder case, which jumped before the judicial investigation and trial 
procedure. The focus point was directed to the CAG, who had nothing to do with the 
murder case. They openly defined the CAG as a cult organization and ordered a 
mobilization of the nationwide campaign “One-Hundred-Day Battle”, aiming to crack 
down on the CAG [3]. On 15 July 2014, the Chinese Communist Party convened a 
symposium of cracking down on the CAG in the Great Hall of the People in Wenzhou City, 
Zhejiang Province. In August 2014, the Chinese Communist Party deployed the armed 
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police and regular troops on a large scale to arrest CAG members. According to statistics 
reported by the Chinese Communist Party media, 1,858 CAG members were arrested and 
several hundreds of thousands had to live in exile. Anyone with discerning eyes could 
easily see that the Chinese Communist Party meticulously instrumentalized the 28 May 
McDonald’s Murder Case just to specially combat and repress the CAG.  

HRWF: Did your church carry out its own investigation about the 28 May 
McDonald’s Murder Case? 

The local CAG in Zhaoyuan, Shandong,  also carried out some investigation about the 
May murder case and tried to dig out more evidence to prove it was a case manipulated 
by the Chinese Communist Party.   

On 16 July 2014, Song Yuan Rong, Song A, Feng, Li and Wang, five CAG members from 
Shandong city of Zhaoyuan, were arrested by the police of Qishan Police Station of 
Zhaoyuan City at a church meeting. At 5:00 p.m. on that day, the policeman, Qin 
DeHeng, told Song YuanRong, while interrogating her, “I’ve been working with the public 
security department for over ten years and seen too many like you. It was we who 
meticulously plotted the 28 May McDonald’s Murder Case. I am a policeman of Zhaoyuan 
Public Security Bureau myself.” According to our findings, Qin DeHeng has been working 
as a policeman for over twenty years. Now he is serving as the head of Qishan Police 
Station of Zhaoyuan City. 

HRWF: Did your church also carry out some investigation about Zhang LiDong 
himself? 

In the CCTV report, it was said that Zhang LiDong was unemployed, but his true identity 
was soon found out: he was the owner of a gold mine and a pharmaceutical corporation. 
He had at least three cars, and the Porsche Cayenne he drove was worth at least one 
million yuan. As is well-known, the state strictly prohibits private exploitation of gold 
mines. The fact that Zhang LiDong, a private person, could exploit gold mines shows that 
he had very strong official backing and was by no means an ordinary person. The CCP 
tried to cover up the criminal’s true identity because it feared that the persons sheltering 
Zhang LiDong might get involved and lose their official position. 

HRWF: What happened to Zhang LiDong and the other persons arrested with 
him? 

On 11 October 2014 in the morning, according to the open announcement at the first 
trial court of Yantai Intermediate People’s Court of Shangdong, Zhang Fan and Zhang 
LiDong were sentenced to death. They were executed on 2 February, 2015. Lyu YingChun 
was sentenced to life imprisonment, Zhang Hang to ten years and Zhang QiaoLian to 
seven years. The last participant in the murder was a minor. (See BBC article 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-28857395) 
 
Disclaimer: Human Rights Without Frontiers has not investigated the teachings and the 
practices of the CAG and therefore does not hold any position about this religious group. 
The purpose of this article and interview was to collect data from various sides so that 
the readers can draw their own opinion about whether the CAG was involved or not 
involved in the 28 May 2014 McDonald’s Murder Case in Zhaoyuan, which was the 
starting point of an indiscriminate wave of repression against CAG members. 
 
______________ 
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[1] According to an article published by the Guardian on 18 August 2014 (https://wwrn.org/articles/43232/), 
“The Church of Almighty God was founded in 1989 by Zhao Weishan, a physics teacher who grew up in Henan 
province, central China, but fled to the US more than a decade ago. Adherents believe Jesus has returned to 
earth as a Chinese woman named Lightning Deng, and hold that belonging to the group will save them from an 
impending apocalypse. Members believe they're entrenched in a life-or-death struggle against the "Great Red 
Dragon" – a clear reference to the ruling Communist party. 
 
 [2] According to the same article as in the previous footnote, Maya Wang, a Hong Kong-based researcher for 
Human Rights Watch said "The government designating something as an 'evil cult' is a problematic concept 
from a human rights point of view. The McDonald's killing was terrible, and I think the people should be held 
accountable. But then the government has subsequently gone after members of Eastern Lightning for 
organising activities that weren't against the law." 
 
 [3]According to an AP press release dated 11 June 2014 (https://wwrn.org/articles/42702/), “Slightly more 
than 1,500 cult members have been detained and prison terms handed out to at least 59, the official Xinhua 
News Agency said Wednesday. It wasn't clear when the arrests took place, although the reports said some went 
back as far as two years.” 

 

Msgr. Peter Shao Zhumin, bishop of Wenzhou 
(underground) seized by police 

By Bernardo Cervellera 

 

 

 
 

AsiaNews (13.04.2017) - http://bit.ly/2oHFJkO - The bishop of Wenzhou (Zhejiang), 
Msgr. Peter Shao Zhumin was seized by police and taken to an unknown location. The 
incident occurred yesterday afternoon. Public security agents, however, have allowed 
the faithful to bring them some clothes to hand them over to the prelate, a sign that his 
kidnapping will be long term. 
 
Msgr. Shao is a bishop of the underground Church, recognized by the Holy See as an 
ordinary bishop of the diocese, after the death of his predecessor, Msgr. Vincenzo Zhu 
Weifang, on 7 September. 

The kidnapping of Msgr. Shao came just hours before the start of the Easter Triduum. 
One priest believes the bishop's detention is precisely to prevent him presiding at 
Easter rites given that he is not recognized by the government. Also, sources in 
Wenzhou diocese said, "Security officials wanted to prevent Bishop Shao from 
contacting the open Church community in Wenzhou and exercising his episcopal 
authority over there, such as the blessing of oils.” 

The fact closely resembles what has happened in recent days to another bishop, Msgr. 
Vincenzo Guo Xijin, also a member of the underground church, but recognized by the 
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Holy See as an ordinary bishop of Mindong (Fujian). 

It is very likely that these enforced disappearances aim to blackmail the two prelates to 
convince them to join the Patriotic Association (PA), the Party body which wants to 
establish an independent Church. 

In talks between China and the Holy See on an agreement on the appointment of 
bishops, the CCPA continues to demand that all bishops are members of the PA, thus 
excluding underground bishops, who reject registration and whom the PA regards as 
"unreliable." 

The situations of Wenzhou and Mindong represent a dangerous exception, that the 
Ministry of Religious Affairs wants to stamp out. 

According to some experts, their abduction and the forced education of the two prelates 
to "study and learn" is undue pressure on the Vatican to give its endorsement of the 
conditions imposed by Beijing, in short that only bishops appointed independently and 
enrolled in the PA can exercise the ministry. 

It is a very similar situation to that of of Msgr. Thaddeus Ma Daqin, bishop of Shanghai, 
placed under house arrest from the day of his ordination because he had resigned from 
the PA. Later, Msgr.  Ma seems to have retracted his positions, expressing appreciation 
for the PA, but he continues to be kept in isolation. 

Msgr. Pietro Shao Zhumin, 54, has been bishop since 2007. The diocese of Wenzhou 
has a history of strong division between the official and underground Christian 
communities. 

It is estimated that there are about 50 thousand faithful in the Official communities and 
more than 80 thousand in the unofficial; there are more than 50 priests in the whole 
diocese. 

In recent years, the Holy See sought to reconcile the communities by appointing Msgr. 
Zhu as ordinary bishop and Msgr. Shao as a bishop with right of succession. But, 
according to the faithful, who also love and respect Msgr. Shao, "the local government 
does everything to keep us divided." Msgr. Shao often suffered imprisonment because 
of his faith. Even at the funeral of his predecessor, he was seized and unable to attend 
the funeral. 

 

Underground Mindong Bishop Guo Xijin missing for four 
days 

After being detained at the Religious Affairs Office in Fuan, he was taken to an 
undisclosed location "to study and learn." Catholics believe that he will be 
pressured into joining the Patriotic Association. His refusal will likely mean 

that he won’t be allowed back to his diocese. 
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By Wang Zhicheng 
 
AsiaNews.it (10.04.2017) - http://bit.ly/2nYpfaW - Mgr Vincent Guo Xijin, underground 
bishop of Mindong, has been missing for four days after he went to Religious Affairs 
Office in Fuan on 6 April. 
 
Although not recognised by the government, Mgr Guo is the ordinary bishop of the 
diocese following the death of his predecessor, Mgr Huang Shoucheng on 30 July 2016. 
 
Reacting to concerns expressed by Catholics who do not know where their missing 
leader is, the head of Public Security in Ningde said that the bishop "needs to study 
and learn" and will remain in custody for 20 days for this purpose. 
 
This has not allayed local concerns. For one, this means that the bishop will not be able 
to celebrate all the rituals of Holy Week and Easter. More importantly, Public Security 
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has not said where the bishop is "studying" so it is unlikely to anyone will be allowed to 
contact him. 
 
In the diocese, the prevailing view is that the bishop is being brainwashed to get him 
to join and submit to the Chinese Patriotic Catholic Association (CPCA). 
 
Membership in the diocese of Mindong is mostly underground Catholics, more than 
80,000 out of 90,000, highly organised and capable, with more than 45 priests, 200 
nuns, 300 consecrated lay women and hundreds of lay catechists. 
 
The underground bishop is well liked and in good terms with all the faithful, even those 
in the official Church. For the CPCA, this is humiliating since the Holy See, after the 
death of Mgr Huang, confirmed Mgr Guo as his successor in the post of ordinary 
bishop. 
 
According to some local priests, the CPCA is seeking confrontation with the 
underground community. Two years ago, police in Fuan demolished an unofficial 
church under construction, but in view of the underground community’s size, it always 
left them alone without causing too many problems. 
 
"It is impossible for the bishop to join the CPCA. He will never do it," one priest said. 
However, this will likely mean that he will not come back to head the diocese. For this 
reason, Catholics in Mindong are asking Christians to pray for Mgr Guo. 
 
Mgr Vincent Guo Xijin, 59, was ordained coadjutor bishop of Mindong on 28 December 
2008. 
 
He became a priest in 1984. He taught in seminaries and served as the diocese’s 
economic administrator. However, his most important work was to sustain and 
encourage men and women in their respective religious vocations. He equally 
encouraged his young seminarians to study in public universities and colleges. 
 
As unofficial priest, he spent time in prison in 1990-92, 1993-'94, and 1996. In the late 
1990s, he was briefly appointed as apostolic administrator of the diocese of Wenzhou. 

 

 

The Vatican and China reach a promising accord 

The deal will unify a fractured Catholic community 

By Victor Gaetan, Senior International Correspondent for the National Catholic Register. 

 
Foreign Affairs (27.03.2017) - http://fam.ag/2o7T5sZ - Compared in terms of state 
territory, economic power, or nuclear might, no two places differ more than China and 
Vatican City, the world’s largest and smallest countries. But measured as two empires 
with indelible historical presence, communal identity, and cultural wealth, China and the 
Holy See share a lot—including a sense of time in which decades are a standard planning 
unit rather than weeks or months. That is why Chinese President Xi Jinping and Pope 
Francis’ apparent resolution of a 70-year-old power struggle over who has the right to 
select Catholic bishops is so noteworthy. 

 
As part of its effort to create an independent church free from outside interference in the 
1950s, the Chinese regime exerted its right to appoint Catholic bishops, a sacrilege in the 
eyes of the Holy See, which considers ordination a papal prerogative. According to 
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Catholic ecclesiology, bishops secure global unity and inherit a mission traced back to the 
12 apostles; it is the pope who secures this divine apostolic succession. Believers who 
refused to renounce Rome or recognize a state-ordained leadership created a clandestine 
church. Into 2012, Beijing still unilaterally named a bishop and sequestered those who 
defied government oversight. But since the accession of Pope Francis, Beijing and Rome 
have worked out an ad hoc process of mutual approvals. Since it is informal, confusion 
remains, disunity festers, vacancies increase, and, in theory, either side could break the 
fragile equilibrium. Thus: semisecret negotiations over the last three years. 
 
Last month, Hong Kong Archbishop Cardinal John Tong Hon, 77, announced that Beijing 
and Rome have “already reached consensus” on episcopal appointments. According to 
Tong, Chinese bishops and state authorities will recommend episcopal candidates and the 
pope will have a “right of veto.” The agreement is described as a game changer because 
it confirms the pope as final authority regarding bishops, but it is also a future-oriented 
solution not intended to resolve other persistent disagreements. It won’t automatically 
normalize the status of remaining underground bishops, for example, and it kicks the can 
down the road regarding three bishops with “moral conduct problems” ordained by the 
Chinese without Vatican permission. The cardinal makes a point of saying that the Sino-
Vatican dialogue is unrelated to challenges over territory and sovereignty from Tibetan 
Buddhists and Muslim Uighurs, which are essentially political. 
 
This is not just an exercise in optics. From the church’s perspective, an accord will unify a 
fractured Catholic community. For Francis, it also represents a model of conflict 
resolution and forgiveness for an ever-anxious flock. Meanwhile, it gives the pope an 
opportunity to indicate his disapproval of the bellicose rhetoric coming from Washington 
by actualizing his key mantras—that dialogue is the key to peace and Christians must 
build bridges, not walls.  
 
For China, the deal effectively brings millions of “underground” Chinese Catholics and 
their bishops into submission by severing Vatican approval for the rival Chinese church. 
And for Beijing, the victory is even sweeter because the plan has the pope’s imprimatur. 
Xi, in particular, sees value in using the Vatican to boost his image among the West and 
its Asian allies. According to Chinese-based Catholics with good relations to the official 
church, party officials were astounded at Francis’ popularity on his U.S. visit, which 
dramatically eclipsed the Chinese leader’s trip at the same time. 
 
There’s one potential loser here: if the accord leads to talks over diplomatic recognition—
China is one of only a handful of countries with which the Holy See has no formal 
relations—Beijing will probably insist the Holy See break ties with Taiwan, the island’s 
only European partner. Vatican diplomats expect such a demand to follow. In that case, 
Francis will likely agree to break ties with Taiwan because the Holy See has effectively 
prepared the ground for a rupture by leaving the nuncio position vacant since 1971, 
when the People’s Republic of China replaced Taiwan as a member of the United Nations 
Security Council. The Holy See’s sign in Taipei, still attached at the entrance, can simply 
be taken down and an apostolic representative can continue work. The large Taiwan 
embassy (on Via della Conciliazione, only 300 feet from the Vatican) could be given the 
status of a delegation. 
 
Some critics point out that the church itself may be compromised by the deal. Last 
November, China’s most senior cleric, Cardinal Joseph Zen, retired archbishop of Hong 
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Kong, gave Francis quite a slap in a Wall Street Journal interview titled “The Vatican’s 
Illusions About Chinese Communism.” Citing Francis’ friendliness toward China—he wrote 
a congratulatory letter to Xi, who was elected just a day after Francis in 2013; he 
extolled China as a “reference point of greatness”; he posed for pictures with Chinese 
parish priests (both official and clandestine) who had been brought to Rome to promote 
dialogue—Zen accused the pontiff of being naive about Beijing, a criminal regime in the 
cardinal’s eyes. 
 
Zen described the pope’s drive for reconciliation as “simply ridiculous” and any 
agreement with China as “totally unacceptable.” He considers concessions to the 
Communist Party treasonous: any deal, he writes, would amount to the abandonment of 
the clandestine faithful who refuse to capitulate to the Chinese Patriotic Catholic 
Association, which Beijing established in 1957 as an independent national church 
purposely cut off from Rome. Beijing then introduced state-appointed bishops, which are 
against Catholic canon law. From the government’s perspective, the underground church 
was a criminal network and an illegal political threat. 
 
Blurred lines 
 
Yet Zen’s is a minority view. In reality, far more ambiguity exists between China’s official 
and unofficial church, and the separation itself harms Catholicism’s integrity in the view 
of most church experts, among them Reverend Lawrence Murphy, president emeritus of 
Seton Hall University, and the Beijing-based journalist Francesco Sisci, former Italian 
cultural attaché in China. Indeed, the Church of Rome infiltrated the Patriotic Catholic 
Association early on. Files at the Vatican are full of letters from Chinese bishops 
handpicked by the state seeking a papal blessing—which most of them received. Of 
approximately 110 bishops in China, about 70 were jointly approved by Rome and 
Beijing, some 30 were endorsed solely by the Holy See, and seven were state-appointed 
bishops whose status is now under Vatican review. At the local level, priests from the two 
communities increasingly collaborate. Jeroom Heyndrickx, a missionary priest who has 
worked in China since 1980 and brought a “mixed” delegation of Chinese priests to Rome 
on a pilgrimage last April, explained, “Some were from the underground church, most 
were official, but there’s not the slightest difference between the two in terms of 
faithfulness to Rome.” 
 
One example demonstrates the complexity: Following some 20 years in jail and another 
ten years in reeducation camps or under house arrest in northern China for being a 
Rome-educated priest who resisted party authority, Shanghai Jesuit Aloysius Jin Luxian 
agreed to direct Shanghai’s seminary when the government reopened it in 1982. 
(Churches and seminaries were closed during the Cultural Revolution, a policy reversed 
by Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping.) Jin had concluded that it was more important to 
preserve the church and serve its people than wage a hopeless battle against the regime 
underground. Asked to become an auxiliary bishop for the state in 1985, Jin 
unsuccessfully sought Vatican approval. 
 
Under Jin’s leadership, the Shanghai diocese revived scores of churches, trained 
hundreds of priests, started a Catholic publishing company, founded a retreat center, and 
attracted new faithful. Jin rose to national prominence in both of China’s main state-
sanctioned Catholic entities, the Patriotic Catholic Association and the Catholic bishops’ 
conference, and even gained approval for parishioners to pray for the pope during Mass. 
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He shaped the Chinese-language liturgy that is now standard throughout the country. 
(Mass was typically said in Latin into the 1980s.) By 2005, it was revealed that the 
Vatican had quietly blessed his episcopal ordination, although he was formally described 
in paperwork as an auxiliary bishop, ranked below Shanghai’s underground bishop, a 
faithful priest but an ineffective administrator considering he lived under house arrest. 
(By canon law, a diocese can have only one chief bishop at a time.) When Jin died four 
years ago, he was widely eulogized  by the church as an exceptional Catholic leader. 
 
The fluidity between registered and unofficial Catholicism was also due, in part, to 
migration. The underground church has its deepest roots in rural areas, where it traces 
its history back to the seventeenth century, when Jesuit missionaries and converts 
spread the faith through kinship networks, including indigenous merchants baptized in 
the Teaching of the Lord of Heaven (as Christianity was called) while living in Beijing and 
Guangzhou, who brought the faith back to family villages. In contemporary China, as 
believers moved to urban job centers, they often left underground communities and 
joined registered churches out of convenience more than choosing sides. Today, 
according to priests who work there, most Catholic growth is in the official church, not 
among traditional underground Catholic families. A Freedom House report released last 
month estimates six million Catholics worship in registered churches and another six 
million in unregistered ones, where Mass is held in workplaces, at homes, outdoors, or 
even in borrowed official churches. 
 
The second reason Cardinal Zen’s critique is not widely held is that the Vatican’s 
approach is pragmatic. In China today, an ad hoc process for appointing priests has 
emerged: those under consideration for episcopal appointment by the government seek 
approval from the Vatican, thus managing to be jointly selected without any official 
mandate instructing them to do so. But as long as Beijing and Rome allow informal 
arrangements to structure their relationship, the faithful themselves are left confused, 
and anomalies and outrages are routine. 
 
Tong reflects the attitude of Francis when he describes Hong Kong’s church as a bridge 
between universal Catholicism and the mainland church. Like the other members of 
Francis’ “A-team” on China—including Vatican Secretary of State Pietro Parolin, credited 
with breakthroughs in Vatican under Pope Benedict, and Archbishop Claudio Celli, a China 
desk officer under Pope John Paul II—Tong supports reconciliation between the official 
and unofficial Catholic communities in China based on decades of personal experience 
with the Vatican’s trials, errors, and largely unheralded achievements on the mainland. 
 
Writing in an online diocese publication last July, Tong explained the nature of Sino-
Vatican dialogue: its religious goal is restoration of unity between the universal and the 
local church, its pastoral goal is gaining legal protection for the clandestine church, and 
the diplomatic goal is a “mutually acceptable plan” to overcome past discord. In Tong’s 
narrative, discord is the product of misunderstanding: the Chinese government did not 
trust that the church was uninterested in politics. To achieve noninterference in each 
other’s domains, Tong explained, the church would avoid engagement with Chinese 
political authority while the regime would defer to the church’s need to manage internal 
administration. 
 
The Universal Church 
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The church’s primary concern in China is ecclesiastic, not political. That’s a crucial 
difference. There can be no functioning universal church where Catholics are cut off from 
Rome or divided into camps. That’s why the Vatican’s vision of religious life, for 35 years, 
has turned on reconciliation. Rome’s working theory is that as long as the pope has a 
formal hand in perpetuating apostolic succession through episcopal appointments, all 
other problems can be solved. The Patriotic Catholic Association can become an 
instrument of communication and charity; the bishops’ conference will be one among 
many others around the world.   
 
In theory, the Vatican could accept a tacit agreement with Beijing to this effect. A 2006 
cable (https://wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/06VATICAN185_a.html) released by WikiLeaks 
finds Celli suggesting just such an option to the U.S. ambassador. But since the goal 
today is less power sharing and more normalizing domestic church life, transparency and 
publication of an accord is the only way to erase the painful, dysfunctional rift. In fact, 
according to Father John Worthley, an American professor of public administration who 
has taught in China since the early 1980s—and is, incidentally, a Catholic priest—the 
main work on the mainland for the last six months has been reuniting official and 
unofficial church communities: “The situation for the Church in China is like when the 
Berlin Wall fell. People have been getting ready for years, so when it happens, it will 
happen fast.” 
 
The Chinese government has long insisted that Catholicism conform to Chinese culture. 
This agreement signals that Xi considers the church in China to be sufficiently patriotic 
that it raises no threat. In fact, there is already ample evidence of this. Jinde Charities, 
founded in 1997 by a priest as the first Catholic nongovernmental organization 
(http://eng.jinde.org/), now provides disaster relief, care for the elderly, AIDS 
prevention, and educational programs across the country, with government approval. 
And a Chinese “third order” of Mother Teresa’s Missionaries of Charity founded in Hebei 
Province three years ago now has some 20,000 lay followers. It seems the work begun in 
1601 by the Jesuit priest Matteo Ricci, a Ming imperial court adviser, has reached 
fruition.  

 

	

Beijing outlaws Islamic veil and beards in Muslim 
province 

China has banned the wearing of veils and long beards in public in a crackdown 
against religious extremism. 

 
By Katie Mansfield 
 
Express (01.04.2017) - http://bit.ly/2omIBpi - The new restrictions in the far western 
region of Xinjiang include a range of measures including outlawing religious marriage 
ceremonies and "using the name of Halal to meddle in the secular life of others”.  

New legislation, passed by Xinjiang lawmakers and published on the region's official news 
website, widens existing rules and comes into effect today. 

Xinjiang is home to the Muslim Uighur people who say they face discrimination.  
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Hundreds of people have died in recent years in the region with Beijing blaming the 
unrest on Islamist militants and separatists.  

Rights groups say the violence is in response to government crackdowns which could 
push some Uighurs to extremism.  

According to Reuters, workers in public spaces like stations and airports will be required 
to "dissuade" those who fully cover their bodies, including veiling their faces, from 
entering, and to report them to the police, the rules state. 

It will be banned to "reject or refuse radio, television and other public facilities and 
services", marrying using religious rather than legal procedures and "using the name of 
Halal to meddle in the secular life of others". 

The rules say: ”Parents should use good moral conduct to influence their children, 
educate them to revere science, pursue culture, uphold ethnic unity and refuse and 
oppose extremism.” 

The document also bans not allowing children to attend regular school, not abiding by 
family planning policies, deliberately damaging legal documents and "abnormal growing 
of beards and naming of children to exaggerate religious fervour". 

A number of bans on select "extremist behaviours" had previously been introduced in 
some places in Xinjiang, including stopping people with head scarves, veils and long 
beards from boarding buses in at least one city. 

The new rules expand the list and apply them to the whole region. 

China officially guarantees freedom of religion, but authorities have issued a series of 
measures in the past few years to tackle what it sees as a rise in religious extremism. 

The government strongly denies committing any abuses in Xinjiang and insists the legal, 
cultural and religious rights of Uighurs are fully protected. 

While Uighurs have traditionally practiced a more relaxed form of Islam, the popularity of 
veils for women in particular has grown in recent years in what experts say is an 
expression of opposition to Chinese controls. 

After a period of relative calm, there has been a rise in violence in recent months in the 
Xinjiang's southern Uighur heartland and a large increase in security. 

Chinese President Xi Jinping called for a "great wall of iron" to safeguard Xinjiang during 
the annual meeting of China's parliament earlier this month. 
 

Chinese Christians imprisoned for selling religious 
devotional books 

By Julie Brown Patton  
 
The Gospel Herald Ministries (10.03.2017) - http://bit.ly/2mONrHi - Five Christian 
leaders in China's northeastern Liaoning province, who were arrested for allegedly 
purchasing and selling Christian books, now received prison sentences for doing so.   

Four women and one man, all members of Chaoguang Church, also known as Chaoguang 
Village Christian Gathering Place, were sentenced for allegedly buying and selling 
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"officially forbidden Christian devotional books," according to ChinaAid 
sources. ChinaAid is an international nonprofit whose employees expose abuses of 
persecuted Christians and promotes religious freedom, human rights and rule of law in 
China. 

Pastor Li Dongzhe, and his wife, Piao Shunnan, received seven years each with a fine of 
$14,500, according to China Aid. The church's accountant, Zhao Chunxia, and a 
secretary, Li Yuan, were given five years each and fined $10,200. Another member, Shi 
Jinyan, was sentenced to three years with a fine of $7,300. 

Most of the defendants belong to a Korean ethnic minority group that resides within 
China, according to ChinaAid. They were arrested last June. 

Johan Oeyangen, on social media, invited others to imagine this same development 
happening in a democratic nation. 

Ingrid Jarrett Tater asked online:  "If America is a Christian country, why are we doing 
business with China?" 

Chaoguang Church is an officially registered church within China's government-run 
Protestant church system, the Three-Self Patriotic Movement. The church also received a 
fine of $29,000 associated with the allegedly offense of these devotional books. Despite 
the church's registered status, the courts declared the Christians illegally conducted 
business because they intended to make a profit while selling Christian literature. 

Following the conviction, Chaoguang Church has closed down, reports ChinaAid. 

Convicting registered church members is perceived as a change from prior actions, in 
that charges such as "illegal business operations" were typically levied against attendees 
of unregistered house churches to limit their freedom. 

"Christian convicts of crimes like 'illegal business operations' and 'participating in cults' 
are [usually] brought against house church members," said Ren Quanniu, a lawyer who 
often works on such cases. "[The government] simply comes up with random legal 
excuses to detain them. I've heard of a similar case, in which the believers were arrested 
because of illegally publishing religious materials." 

ChinaAid was founded in 2002 after the announcement of death sentences for five 
Chinese house church leaders. Some of the group's first actions involved a letter-writing 
campaign, and sending trained human rights lawyers to defend those being persecuted. 
In the end, the five death sentences of these leaders were overturned. 
 

As atheist China warms to the Vatican, religious 
persecution 'intensifies' 

By James Griffiths and Matt Rivers  
 
CNN (28.02.2017) - http://cnn.it/2m6eGkr - From an altar in a dingy backyard four 
hours from Beijing, Paul Dong is conducting mass. 

He's also breaking the law. Dong and his parishioners are among millions of illegal 
Christians worshiping in officially atheist China. 

According to a new report from US-based NGO Freedom House, persecution of Chinese 
Christians and other faith groups has "intensified" in recent years. 
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"Combining both violent and nonviolent methods, the (Communist) Party's policies are 
designed to curb the rapid growth of religious communities and eliminate certain beliefs 
and practices," the report said. 

Its release comes amid hot speculation over whether the Vatican and Beijing will strike a 
potentially historic deal on the ordination of Chinese bishops, ending decades of frosty 
ties. 

Such a deal would not be welcomed by Dong and many of his fellow illegal worshipers. 

"Jesus said one person cannot serve two gods, now the Vatican is willing to serve God 
and the Communist Party," he said. 

Persecution 

Since President Xi Jinping came to power in late 2012, Freedom House said, the scale of 
religious oppression has increased at all levels of society, despite widespread resistance 
from believers of all stripes. 

"The scale and severity of controls over religion, and the trajectory of both growing 
persecution and pushback, are affecting Chinese society and politics far beyond the realm 
of religious policy alone," researcher Sarah Cook said in a statement. 

Religious practice in China is tightly controlled by the government, with the five 
recognized faiths -- Chinese Buddhism, Islam, Catholicism, Protestantism and Taoism -- 
supervised by official organizations such as the Protestant Three-Self Patriotic Movement 
or the Buddhist Association of China. 

"Places of worship are registered, religious leaders are monitored, theological content is 
managed, and annual festivals or pilgrimages like the Muslim Hajj are organized under 
official auspices," Freedom House said. 

The report documented particularly onerous restrictions on Muslims -- who have been 
prevented or discouraged from fasting for Ramadan or wearing veils -- and Tibetan 
Buddhists. The Dalai Lama is regarded as a separatist by Beijing, and sharing his 
teachings has landed some Buddhists in jail, according to Tibetan human rights groups. 

Falun Gong -- a banned spiritual movement Beijing regards as a "cult" -- has been 
subject to an intense crackdown for decades. Freedom House said the number of 
prisoners of conscience in China is in the "tens of thousands," with the majority of those 
being Falun Gong practitioners. 

"Many spiritual activities practiced freely around the world -- from fasting during 
Ramadan to praying with one's children or performing Falun Gong meditation exercises -- 
are restricted and can be harshly punished in China," Cook said. 

Christian crackdown 

There are an estimated 72 to 92 million Christians in China, the second largest faith 
group behind Chinese Buddhists. 

The majority of those are unaffiliated with the officially-sanctioned churches. More than 
half of Protestants are unregistered, according to Freedom House. 

According to US-based Christian NGO ChinaAid, this leaves them vulnerable to 
oppression and abuse. In Zhejiang province alone, the group has documented the forced 
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demolition of more than 20 Protestant and Catholic churches, and the removal of more 
than 1,000 crosses in recent years. 

Hundreds of Christians have also been detained or arrested attempting to resist those 
demolitions, ChinaAid said. 

As the larger of the Christian denominations in China, Freedom House said Protestants 
had been "particularly affected by cross-removal and church-demolition campaigns, 
punishment of state-sanctioned leaders, and the arrest of human rights lawyers who take 
up Christians' cases." 

However, Ian Johnson, author of new book "The Souls of China: The Return of Religion 
After Mao," said the focus on the cross removal misses the big picture. 

"I'd say that the most important point is that virtually none of these churches have been 
closed," he said in a piece for CNN Opinion. 

"All continue to have worshipers and services just like before. In addition, the campaign 
never spread beyond the one province. Some pessimists see it as a precursor for a 
campaign that might spread nationally, but so far that hasn't happened and there is no 
indication it will." 

Warming ties 

As the situation has worsened for Protestants, relations between the Vatican and Beijing 
are at their strongest level in years. 

Pope Francis has expressed his desire to visit China, and reports last year suggested the 
two sides were moving closer to a deal on the ordination of bishops, long a sticking point. 

Beijing does not recognize the authority of the Pope, and requires bishops to be 
appointed by local Chinese Catholic bodies. The Vatican refuses to permit bishops 
ordained without papal approval to take part in liturgical acts and has excommunicated 
Chinese bishops who do so. 

Asked about the potential for a deal, the Vatican would not comment, with a spokesman 
saying it was a "work in progress." 

Father Simon Zhu, a Chinese priest in an officially-sanctioned church, told CNN "we pray 
for this normalization between Rome and Beijing." 

But other leading Catholics in the region have been less supportive. Retired Cardinal 
Joseph Zen, former Bishop of Hong Kong, told CNN such a deal risked "selling out" 
underground Catholics and undermining the authority of the Pope. 

Zen said that the situation for Catholics in China has worsened in recent years as the 
Vatican has sought compromise with Beijing. 

"We are afraid it's going to be a bad deal," he said. "There's no reason to hope the 
Communists will change. They already have very tight control of the above ground 
church, their hope is to have the underground church under their control as well." 

Any deal by which the Beijing-dominated Chinese bishops conference nominated 
candidates for the Pope to appoint would be unacceptable, Zen said: "How can an atheist 
government choose bishops for us?" 
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But he suggested that the reverse method, in which bishops put forward by the Pope 
could be vetoed by Beijing, offers a potential way forward. 

"If they veto (the candidate) it is still up to the Pope to suggest another name," he said. 
"The initiative always comes from the Pope." 

Flawed policy 

While the Freedom House report documents widespread abuse of religious practitioners, 
Cook said Beijing's continued difficulty in controlling the spread of religion shows the 
"remarkable failure" of its policy. 

"It would appear that in the longterm battle for China's spirit, an unreformed Communist 
Party will ultimately lose," she said. 

US Senator Marco Rubio, chair of the Congressional-Executive Commission on China, told 
CNN that "despite Beijing's recent crackdown on human rights lawyers and civil society, 
and the deteriorating situation for religious freedom, faith communities continue to grow 
in China." 

Millions of Chinese -- particularly Christians -- practice their religion outside the control of 
the Party, worshiping in private or at so-called "house churches" like Paul Dong's. 

Dong ministers to hundreds of underground Catholics, some of whom were dismissive of 
the officially sanctioned body. 

"I would never join the patriotic church," one elderly parishioner told CNN. "They aren't 
real churches." 
 

Police summon Wenzhou pastor after his release on bail 

China Aid (17.02.2017) - http://bit.ly/2moRWbU - The pastor of a house church in 
China’s coastal Zhejiang province feared he may be re-arrested when he responded to a 
police summons on the morning of Feb. 3. 
 
After Huang Yizi, the pastor of Fengwo Church, was released on bail a year ago, he 
expressed his concern that he would be taken into custody again, saying, “Please pray 
for me. I will not return if they want me to do something that contradicts the law, the 
truth, my belief, or my conscience. If I am really sentenced during the [Lunar] New Year, 
sisters and brothers [in Christ], please believe that I always have a clear conscience 
toward God and my fellow men.” 
 
At 5 p.m. that day, Huang updated his friends, saying he had been allowed to return 
home, but the issue the police wanted to address had not yet been solved. However, he 
did not discuss the contents of their conversation and asked for prayers.  
 
In an interview with a China Aid reporter on Feb. 3, Huang’s wife said he had received 
the summons the night before, and that the police had been summoning him like this 
since he was bailed out of prison last year. She and several other local Christians believe 
that he was ordered to come to the police station because Feb. 5 marked the one-year 
anniversary of his release. According to Chinese law, if he is found not in violation of bail 
rules, he may remain free, but, if officials determine that he has violated those precepts, 
he may subject to arrest. 
 
More than two years ago, officials targeted Salvation Church’s cross as a government-
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endorsed beautification campaign raked across Zhejiang, pegging church buildings and 
crosses for demolition. When more than 600 of them arrived on the site on July 21, 
2014, however, a wall of Christians met them, and conflict erupted as authorities tried to 
break through. More than 50 church members were injured, with 14 requiring medical 
attention. To protest this mistreatment, Huang and a group of Christians visited the local 
government. 10 days later, he was apprehended and charged with “gathering a crowd to 
assault a state agency.” Later, the charge was altered to “gathering a crowd to disturb 
public order.” He was tried on March 24, 2015, and sentenced to one year in prison, and 
released on Aug. 1, 2015. 
 
On Sept. 12, 2015, just six weeks after his release, authorities unexpectedly took Huang 
back into police custody on trumped up charges of “stealing, spying on, buying or 
illegally providing State secrets for institutions, organizations and people outside the 
country.” He was denied permission to see his family and meet with a lawyer, and 
officials even denied relatives the opportunity to send him necessities, such as money 
and clothes. 
 
He was released on bail on Feb. 5, 2016. 
 
China Aid reports abuses, such as those experienced by Huang, in order to stand in 
solidarity with persecuted Christians and promote religious freedom, human rights, and 
rule of law. 
 

China expels 32 South Korea missionaries amid missile 
defense tension 

Reuters (11.02.2017) - http://reut.rs/2kQWkz6 - China has expelled 32 South Korean 
Christian missionaries, a Korean government official said on Saturday, amid diplomatic 
tension between the two countries over the planned deployment of a U.S. missile defense 
system in the South. 

The 32 were based in China's northeastern Yanji region near the border with North 
Korea, many of whom had worked there more than a decade, South Korean media have 
reported. 

South Korea's foreign ministry said on Friday it briefed Christian groups on the case of 
the missionaries, adding that they were expelled in January. 

The ministry advised the groups on the importance of complying with the laws and 
customs of the areas where they work, it said. 

On Saturday, a South Korean missionary in Seoul who insisted on anonymity told Reuters 
that four people, including a Korean missionary and a Korean-American pastor, were 
apprehended by Chinese police in a Yanji hotel on Feb. 9. 

The South Korean official who talked about the 32 expulsions confirmed that one Korean 
man, whom he did not identify, had been arrested in China for possible immigration 
violations. 

"We will provide consular services for him as needed," the official said, without giving 
details. 

The official did not comment on whether three other people had been detained. 

RETALIATION? 
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In South Korea, China is widely believed to be retaliating against Seoul's plan to host the 
Terminal High Altitude Area Defence (THAAD) system of the U.S. military, against the 
threat of the missile attack from North Korea. 

But there was no indication of a direct link between the expulsions and tension over 
THAAD, said the official. 

"There was no official explanation from China," he said. "There is no confirmation that it 
is related to THAAD." 

China's Communist Party says it protects freedom of religion, but keeps a tight rein on 
religious activities and allows only officially recognized religious institutions. 

The number of Korean missionaries working in China might top 1,000, South Korean 
media say. Most are in the northeast, and many help defectors flee North Korea and 
travel to third countries, including the South. 

THAAD's radar is capable of penetrating Chinese territory. Beijing has objected to the 
planned deployment, saying it will destabilize the regional balance of security, threaten 
China's security and do nothing to ease tension on the Korean peninsula. 

Many South Koreans believe Beijing is retaliating against THAAD, with measures against 
some companies and cancellations of performances by Korean artists. 

On Wednesday, South Korea's Lotte Group said Chinese authorities had halted 
construction at a multi-billion dollar real estate project after a fire inspection. 

(Reporting by Jack Kim and Ju-min Park; Editing by Richard Borsuk) 
 

Five Chinese religious refugees denied political asylum 
and threatened with deportation back to China 

Open letter to the South Korean authorities 

HRWF (08.02.2017) - Human Rights Without Frontiers (Brussels) is asking the South 
Korean authorities to urgently grant political asylum to five Chinese citizens who have 
been persecuted because of their religious beliefs in China: 

Cao Yi 
Wang Jingjing 
Wang Tingting 
Xia Yaowen 
Wang Dongqing 

They have recently been ordered by the Seoul Southern Immigration Office to sign their 
Departure Order(출국명령서). Here is their story: 

In July 2013, Cao Yi (Spiritual name: Sister Ming Liang) applied to the South 
Korean Immigration Office for refugee status, but the immigration office denied her 
request, and decided to not recognize her refugee status (난민불인정결정취소). 
Disagreeing with their refusal, she lodged an appeal to the South Korean Ministry of 
Justice, hoping to be granted a permit of stay for humanitarian reasons, a request which 
was also rejected. Soon afterwards, she appealed yet again to the court and for a third 
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time, her request was turned down, which means that she could neither be granted 
refugee status nor remain in South Korea legally. As a result, she may be deported back 
to China. The Chinese police had planned to arrest her in July 2013 but did not manage 
to execute the arrest for she had fled to South Korea before the police arrived at her 
home.  

Chinese police will surely arrest and persecute her if she is sent back to China. Her 
Alien Registration Card expires on 9 February 2017, in the mean time she planned to 
seek legal help and advice to avoid being deported. Unexpectedly, on 25 November 
2016, the Seoul Southern Immigration Office withdrew her Alien Registration Card and 
urged her to sign the Departure Order, which forces her to leave South Korea within 
thirty days. When she applied to the South Korean Ministry of Justice for the second 
time, her case was heard and she was issued the Receipt of Refugee Status Application 
on 16 December 2016. However, the South Korean Immigration Office failed to grant her 
G-1 visa and failed to extend the normal permit of stay as according to the Refugee Act. 
A clerk wrote on her Departure Order with his handwritten signature  reading “Pending 
Deportation (출국기한유예기간)  2017.3.23” 

Her Departure Order expires on 23 March 2017. As claimed by the immigration 
office, she can still apply to the immigration office to extend her Departure Order on the 
afternoon of the 21st or 22nd March. If she is turned down, she will have to leave South 
Korea immediately, which divests her of her time and rights to seek legal remedy.  

Wang Jingjing (Spiritual name: Sister Xi Yue) fled to South Korea and applied 
to the immigration office for her refugee status in August 2014. On 9 January 2015, she 
received the notice of non-recognition of refugee status from South Korean Immigration 
Office. She lodged an appeal to the Ministry of Justice and applied to the Commission on 
Legal Empowerment for an administrative trial. On 25 February 2016, she received a 
notice of rejection decision from the Ministry of Justice. On 10 May 2016, the Commission 
on Legal Empowerment refused her request for the administrative trial, stating in the 
notice that she can lodge an appeal to the court within 90 days from the date when she 
was notified. On 3 August 2016, she lodged an appeal to the court, requesting that the 
South Korean Immigration Office withdraws the decision of non-recognition of refugee 
status. On 25 August 2016, the court scheduled the hearing on her case. The court 
judged that her appeal had exceeded the given period of 90 days from the date of 
notification, and rejected her appeal according to "the applicant can lodge an appeal to 
the court within 90 days from the date when she was notified of being rejected". The 
court failed to proceed her case as a real-entity one but regardless went through the 
procedure of the hearing outwardly. Xi Yue clarified that she had effectively lodged an 
appeal before 7 August 2016, according to the notification of the decision of 
administrative trial, and that therefore it did not exceed the required submission period. 
The judge then replied that, according to the South Korean law, the applicant could make 
a choice between lodging a disagreement and applying for an administrative trial after 
receiving the notification of a decision of non-recognition of refugee status. This was the 
first time Xi Yue heard that these two options were mutually exclusive options. Being a 
foreigner, she does not speak Korean. She had no knowledge of any Korean laws, and 
could not conduct conversations with Korean people, making it impossible to seek legal 
help during this time. The Immigration Office, the Ministry of Justice, and the court all 
failed to perform their obligation to inform the refugee status applicants of the proper 
procedures.  
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After facing such difficulties, 24-year-old Xi Yue feels sad and helpless. Her Alien 

Registration Card was due to expire on 28 February 2017, but the South Korean 
Immigration Office withdrew the card on 25 November 2016, forcing her to sign the 
Departure Order, ordering her to leave South Korea within thirty days. On 13 December 
2016, she applied for refugee status for a second time with the South Korean Ministry of 
Justice. Like Ming Liang’s experience, the immigration office failed to issue Xi Yue’s Alien 
Registration Card and to extend her regular permit of stay. They signed “Pending 
Deportation 2017.3.23” on her Departure Order in handwriting. Xi Yue has one final 
chance to apply for an extension on her Departure Order from the immigration office, 
which must be done on the afternoon of 21 or 22 March. If her application is denied, she 
will have to leave South Korea immediately.  

   
In August 2014, Wang Tingting and Xia Yaowen (Spiritual names: Chun 

Zhen and Gao Ge) fled to South Korea to seek asylum. They were followed by Wang 
Dongqing (Spiritual name: Jiao Tuo) in November 2014. After their applications for 
refugee status were overruled, they lodged disagreements against the rejection decision 
to the Ministry of Justice, and applied to the Commission on Legal Empowerment for the 
administrative trial. These appeal applications were once again overruled and the 
Commission on Legal Empowerment refused their requests for an administrative trial. 
Like Xi Yue's experience, when the three siblings lodged appeals to the court, they did 
not know that their appeals were not within the required period of 90 days against the 
rejection decision. They thought it was effective as long as they lodged their appeals for 
the administrative trial within required 90 days. 

Human Rights Without Frontiers asks the South Korean authorities to grant these 
individuals political asylum if they have not committed criminal activities and to examine 
the cases of other Chinese citizens who are in the same situation in South Korea. 

Best regards, 

Human Rights Without Frontiers 
 

Protestant church destroyed in Henan 

AsiaNews (01.02.2017) - A Protestant church was destroyed last Friday morning, 27 
January, in Henan province. 

A bulldozer tore down half of the four-storey building pulverising many facilities whilst 
Christians were remained locked in an office space inside. 

Intruders hired by the authorities forcibly entered the Dali Christian Church, a 
government-recognised Three-Self (Protestant) congregation, carrying clubs. 

They locked a church elder, named Ding, the church's temporary director, and several 
other Christians in the reception office, confiscated their cell phones, and threw away 
their SIM cards. 

No one was allowed to enter the church, and the authorities forbade pictures. 
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The intruders then smashed and looted church property, and a front loader tore down 
about half of the building, destroying many facilities. 

This event has sparked fears that the church and cross demolitions, which were part of a 
"beautification" campaign led by the authorities in Zhejiang province and targeted many 
Three-Self churches, will soon erupt into a nationwide endemic of abuse against 
government churches. 

Prominent pastor sentenced to two-and-a-half years 
after a year in detention 

China Aid (05.01.2017) - http://bit.ly/2itS0cB - Yang Hua, a house church pastor who 
has been detained since Dec. 9, 2015, was sentenced to two years and six months in 
prison by a court in China’s central Guizhou province today. 
 
Yang Hua, the common pseudonym of Li Guozhi, was accused of “divulging state 
secrets.” He was originally detained during a raid on his church, Huoshi Church, when he 
tried to stop police from confiscating a hard drive. The prosecution appointed by the 
government reportedly tortured him in prison, but were not removed from his case, 
despite Yang’s lawyers filing a lawsuit against them. 
 
“This is nothing but purely barbaric religious persecution," said Bob Fu, president and 
founder of China Aid. “We urge President Obama and President-Elect Trump to 
unequivocally condemn this brutal act.” 
 
China Aid reports on cases of religious persecution and human rights abuse, such as the 
detention and trial of Yang Hua, in order to expose the Chinese government’s 
mistreatment of Christians and other Chinese citizens. 
 


