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Police remove young people praying the rosary at 
Reformation event in Catholic church 

By Lisa Bourne 
 
Life Site News (07.12.2017) - http://bit.ly/2iTt4Js - For the fourth time in recent months, 
a group of youth singing the rosary interrupted an ecumenical service at a Catholic 
church. 

Young Catholics gathered last Friday as faithful witnesses to pray at St. Irénée Church in 
Lyon duirng an interfaith service attended by the local Archbishop, Cardinal Philippe 
Barbarin. 

A video capturing a brief portion of the incident shows the young men kneeling and 
singing as armed policemen assemble to remove them from the church. 

The ecumenical service was the conclusion of commemorations of the 500th anniversary 
of the Protestant Reformation, La Croix reported. 
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The Catholic Youth Movement of France and France Jeunesse Civitas conducted the 
disruption to “publicly repair this offense to God and his Church.” 

“Catholic activists could not let this scandal go unpunished,” a translated post on the 
Civitas website said. “So we gathered in this church to denounce this sacrilegious 
meeting and pray to the rosary saint.” 

“What a sad fact,” they said, “the religious authorities have abandoned almost all 
Catholic doctrine and let error invade our sacred places.” 

The group’s post said all of the ecumenical participants had left before the rosary 
concluded, attributing this to the strength of the prayer. The report said some members 
of the group distributed an explanatory flyer while most sang the rosary on their knees, 
enduring “insults and mockery.” 

“In 2017, when French Catholics pray in a church,” they said, “the police are sent on the 
spot to expel them with HKG36 machine guns.” 

The La Croix article called the young people “nationalist and traditionalist Catholic 
youths” and reported that they had “shaved heads and black clothes” and “were shouting 
‘Hail Mary’ loudly and repeatedly.” 

According to La Croix, a representative from the Archdiocese of Lyon is considering 
reporting the incident to the French Bishops' Conference for advice on how to respond in 
the future. 

It was the fourth such incident in France and elsewhere in Europe in the last three 
months, Church Militant reported. 

In October in Brussels, Belgium, a dozen Catholics also prayed the rosary to interrupt a 
Protestant service at the Cathedral of St. Michael and St. Gudula. That service was a 
commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation as well. Police 
removed the rosary protesters, most of them young people, after they delayed a 
Protestant minister’s sermon for 40 minutes. 

Also in October, Catholic young people praying traditional Catholic prayers interrupted a 
Reformation celebration at Our Lady of White Mantles in Paris. 

Video of the Paris incident shows hecklers harassing the prayer protesters, including 
making physical contact with them as they were kneeling and praying. 

A fourth protest involved a Catholic church hosting a Muslim religious leader in November 
in the Archdiocese of Bordeaux. Catholics prayed the rosary to interrupt an interfaith 
gathering that included a speech from Imam Hassan Belmajou. According to Church 
Militant, the Imam has alleged ties to the Muslim Brotherhood. 

 

Vandalism in a church: suspended two-year prison term 

HRWF (01.12.2017) – On 24 November, a court in Carcassonne announced that it had 
sentenced a Muslim woman, only known by her first name “Kenza”, for vandalizing and 
desecrating the altar of the Ste Marie Madeleine Church in Rennes-le-Château. She was 
sentenced to a suspended two-year prison term and fined an amount of 17,718 EUR to 
repair the damaged statue. Additionally, she was prohibited from appearing in Rennes-le-
Château in the future.	

The facts	
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At 9:00am on 23 April 2017, a young woman wearing a black coat went to the tourism 
office of Rennes-le-Château to ask when the church would be open. Two hours later, she 
was seen near the church wearing a white cape, a veil on her head and a Venetian mask 
on her face. She first went to the so-called ‘Virgin’s cave’ nearby. She then proceeded to 
go into the church with an axe and started hitting the stoup, she then decapitated the 
famous red devil of the Bible Asmodea attached to it, cut off his arm, put a Kur’an on it 
and lacerated the bas-relief of the altar. She also damaged the statue of Maria 
Magdalena. Tourists immediately called the mayor and the gendarmerie arrested her.	

When asked why she had committed such a misdeed, she answered calmly: “Today is 
election day here but in Syria the West is bombing and killing children. You are all kafirs! 
My husband is over there.” (*)	

Judicial proceedings	

After her arrest, Kenza was placed in police custody and then referred to the Office of the 
Public Prosecutor in Carcassonne.	

On 13 May, she was declared accountable for her acts after being examined by 
psychiatrists. Her trial was fixed on 8 September. In the meantime she was put under 
court supervision and was not allowed to go to the town in which she committed her 
misdeed.	

Her trial was postponed several times until 27 October. Kenza, 37, who was working in a 
law firm, recused her lawyer and defended herself. She admitted that her act had been 
premeditated and was meant to have a symbolic effect. “Today,” she said, “I officially 
want to reject my French citizenship and to opt for the Palestinian citizenship”. 
Concerning the damage caused in the church, she said : “ I will not even pay a symbolic 
EUR for that statue”. The prosecutor demanded a six-month suspended sentence. 	

(*) The French word is « mécréant ». Kafir is a derogatory term used for “unbeliever”.	

Source: La Dépêche, 25 November 2017, http://bit.ly/2j7rBQ7  
 

No crosses in a public place: 97,000 people sign a 
petition against the removal of the cross overhanging a 

statue of John-Paul II 

 
 
HRWF (01.12.2017) - http://bit.ly/2ytNaUX - As of 1st December 2017, more than 
97,000 people have signed an online petition protesting against the ruling of the Council 
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of State to remove a cross overhanging a statue of the late Polish-born Pope John Paul II 
in Ploërmel, (Brittany, Western France).	

The petition “opposes the removal of the cross from a public space and emphasises the 
Christian roots of Europe”. It is addressed to the European Parliament, the centre-right 
European People’s Party and the European Court of Human Rights.	

Gifted to Ploërmel by the Georgian-born Russian artist Zourab Tseretel, the statue which 
features a cross on the arch framing it, was installed in a public square in October 2006.	

A local citizens group then launched a legal drive to remove the cross citing a century-old 
French law on the separation of church and state, but the town’s mayor refused.	

Controversy erupted when in late October France’s top administrative court ruled that the 
cross must go in line with the 1905 law forbidding “raising or affixing any religious sign 
or emblem” in a “public place”. The court gave the town of Ploërmel six months to 
remove the cross above the papal statue. 	

According to the 1905 Law on the separation of state and religion, no religious symbol 
can be displayed in the public space. However, those pre-existing the law can remain in 
place in the public space, can be repaired or can be totally replaced. 	

On 26 November, 350-400 people organized a demonstration near the statue to express 
their opposition to the removal of the cross.	

Although the statue of the late pontiff itself is not in question, the court’s move drew ire 
in heavily Roman Catholic Poland where the Polish-born saint is widely revered and 
religious symbols are not restricted by law. 	

Recommended reading (in French) about the Ploërmel case:	

L’affaire est loin d’être close, selon un magistrat : http://bit.ly/2zfUJf9	
Ploërmel : Paul Anselin conteste les allégations du Conseil d’État : http://bit.ly/2zFvGRL 		
Ploërmel: Manifestation pour le maintien de la croix : http://bit.ly/2iyGEoT 		
Ploërmel: Un déluge de tweets christianophobes	
http://bit.ly/2nmhP10  
 

Street prayer in Clichy : Radical Islam v. moderate Islam 

HRWF (14.11.2017) - Over the past nine months, hundreds of Muslims have occupied the 
public space in front of the city hall in Clichy-la-Garenne for their Friday prayer because 
they were allegedly left without any place of worship by the municipality. The reality is 
however more complex as there are already two large mosques in the city that could 
host the protesting Muslims. 

France is a secular country and does not finance any religion. The two mosques in Clichy 
(a city of 60,000 inhabitants within a 3km² area) are run by the “Conseil Français du 
Culte Musulman” (CFCM) which is an official interlocutor of the French state. Their imams 
are educated in France and respect the secular character of the country.  

In 2013, the then mayor of Clichy rented a municipal building for a short time to a 
Muslim Salafist-oriented association that is not and does not wish to be affiliated with the 
CFCM. The new mayor elected in 2015, Remi Muzeau, decided instead to use that 
municipal building to host a media center, but the association refused to leave the 
premises. 
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On 22 March 2017, after a decision of the Council of State, the mayor expelled the 
association from the building with the help of the police. He proposed another 2000 
m² administrative building to the association, but they turned it down. Its members then 
started to hold prayer meetings with a megaphone on the street outside the city hall 
every Friday, blocking the traffic, and angering the local residents and shopkeepers. 
Moreover, some Arabic-speaking Muslims noted that hate speech was sometimes used 
by the association’s preachers. 

On 10 November, the mayors of the 36 municipalities composing the Haut-de-
Seine departement gathered in front of the street praying group and sang the national 
anthem “La Marseille” to protest against the use of the public road for a religious service. 

In a debate on the French TV channel FRANCE24 on 11 October, the President of the 
Mosques of the Hauts-de-Seine (CFCM), who has good relations with the mayor of Clichy, 
condemned the mismanagement of the situation by the association and its use of street 
praying as a form of protest (See a video of one their street prayers at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=4ZojWRngW0A). He said he did 
not know the preachers, and, in his official function, he is unable to solve the problem.  

The mayor said there are no more plots of land available in Clichy and that the 
association would not be able to buy one anyway because they still owe 25,000 EUR to 
the city and 25,000 EUR to the state. The mayor called on the state and the Minister of 
the Interior to find a solution. 
 

Poland and France come to blows over statue of late 
Pope  

The cross must be removed from the public space, a French court says 

 

EURACTIV/ AFP (03.11.2017) - http://bit.ly/2ytNaUX - More than 38,000 people signed 
an online petition as of Thursday protesting against a French court order to remove a 
cross from a statue of the late Polish-born Pope John Paul II in Brittany, western France. 

The petition, launched on the CitizenGo website four days ago, “opposes the removal of 
the cross from a public space and emphasises the Christian roots of Europe”. 

It is addressed to the European Parliament, the centre-right European People’s Party and 
the European Court of Human Rights. 
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Controversy erupted last week when France’s top administrative court gave the town of 
Ploermel six months to remove the cross above a papal statue in a public square in a bid 
to comply with laws enforcing the secular nature of public spaces. 

Although the statue of the late pontiff itself is not in question, the court’s move drew ire 
in heavily Roman Catholic Poland where the Polish-born saint is widely revered and 
religious symbols are not restricted by law.  

Rightwing Prime Minister Beata Szydlo offered last weekend to move the statue to Poland 
to “save it from censorship”, calling John Paul II “a great European” symbolising a 
“united Christian Europe”. 

Szydlo added that “the dictate of the political correctness — the secularisation of the 
state — opens the door to values that are culturally alien to us and that lead to 
Europeans being terrorised in their daily lives”. 

Gifted to Ploermel by the Georgian-born Russian artist Zourab Tseretel, the statue which 
features a cross on the arch framing it, was installed in a public square in October 2006. 

A local citizens group then launched a legal drive to remove the cross citing a century-old 
French law on the separation of church and state, but the town’s mayor refused. 

After years of legal wrangling, France’s top administrative court ruled last Wednesday 
that the cross must go in line with the 1905 law that rules out “raising or affixing any 
religious sign or emblem” in a “public place”. 

The court’s decision also drew protests from representatives of the Roman Catholic 
Church in France while conservative French lawmaker Nadine Morano said Wednesday 
she was launching a separate petition “to include the Christian roots of France in the 
constitution”. 

In a twist, Budapest on Thursday also offered to take the statue and cover all transport 
costs. 

The foreign ministry said its French envoy contacted authorities in Brittany but had not 
yet received a response. 

“From the point of view of Europe’s future, any decision that aims at restricting 
Christianity and the removal of Christian symbols by referring in a hypocritical way to 
tolerance is incredibly damaging,” Foreign Minister Peter Szijjarto told the MTI state news 
agency. 

Recommended reading (in French) about the Ploërmel case: 

L’affaire est loin d’être close, selon un magistrat : http://bit.ly/2zfUJf9  
Communiqué du diocèse de Vannes : http://bit.ly/2hcqIs6 
L’ évêque de Vannes souligne ‘un oubli ‘du Conseil d’Etat : http://bit.ly/2hbgkkd  
Un communiqué de Paul Anselin, maire de Ploërmel : http://bit.ly/2lQsznN  
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FECRIS vice-president stands behind the Orthodox 
Church against non-Orthodox minorities 

HRWF (05.10.2017) - http://www.about-dvorkin.ru - On 27-29 September 2017, a 
closed anti-cult conference financed by the Russian state took place in Selekhard, a 
Russian city near the Polar Circle. Some sociologists of religions known to defend 
religious freedom for all were denied access to it. Anticultists from Italy, Canada, and 
Germany participated in the event. Among them were Alexander Dvorkin, vice-president 
of the European Federation of Centres of Research and information on Cults and Sects 
(FECRIS) who is ‘well-known’ for his hate speech against non-Orthodox minorities, and 
Luigi Corvaglia, a member of the FECRIS board. 

See the review of the conference in English here.   

See	the	book	Freedom	of	Religion	or	Belief,	Antisect	Movements	and	State	Neutrality:	FECRIS,	a	case	
study	in	English	here,	in	Russian	here,	and	in	French	here.		

	

Starting from the left: Gerald Armstrong, Alexander Dvorkin, Archbisop Nikolay (Chashin),Thomas Gandow, 
Luigi Corvaglia. Salekhard, 29 September 2017 | Photo: yamalrpc.ru	

Conclusion	of	HRWF	presentation	about	FECRIS	at	an	OSCE/ODIHR	side-event	in	September	in	
Warsaw	

All non-Orthodox religious denominations and their members have been attacked by 
Alexander Dvorkin and the Saint Irenaeus of Lyons Centre for Religious Studies, which is 
the FECRIS member association in Russia. 

FECRIS in France has never disavowed him when he was using hate speech 
against Jehovah’s Witnesses, Protestants (Evangelicals, Pentecostals, Baptists, Seventh-
Day Adventists and others), Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, Falun Gong practitioners, the 
Salvation Army, Hare Krishna devotees, Mormons, the Church of Scientology and some 
Orthodox Churches not affiliated to the Moscow Patriarchate, etc.  
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FECRIS in France has never disavowed him, even when he was taking sides with China at 
an antisect conference in Beijing on 12-13 May 2008 specifically targeting Falun Gong 
although the repression against this group had been repeatedly denounced by the UN 
Commission of Human Rights, the European Parliament, the US State Department, the IS 
Commission on International Religious Freedom, Amnesty International, Human Rights 
Watch and others. 

Text of the full presentation: http://hrwf.eu/forb/our-reports  

 

A ‘tolerated’ Muslim prayer on the street in Clichy-la-
Garenne causes controversy 

HRWF (03.10.2017) – HRWF (03.10.2017) - On 22 September, Majid Oukacha, a former 
Muslim and author of Il était une fois l'Islam (English version: Face to Faith with Islam), 
posted a video on YouTube that shows a group of around 300 Muslims praying on the 
street of Clichy-la-Garenne in front of the town hall and using a megaphone. This prayer 
has neither been authorized nor forbidden. It has been tolerated. As a result, the police 
at the scene regulate traffic in what appears to be a clear disturbance of public order: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=4ZojWRngW0A 
 
During the prayer, the imam of Clichy chants in Arabic Verse 36 of Surah 9 of the Quran, 
which was used by Daesh jihadists and terrorists before executing Christians and non-
Muslims, according to a video of Aldo Sterone, a former Muslim from Algeria living in 
Great-Britain. This verse reads, "Fight the associates collectively without any exception 
as they fight you without any exception. You must know that Allah is with the pious." 
 

FECRIS Russian branch behind the persecution of non-
Orthodox minorities in Russia	

For years, the French anti-sect umbrella organization has been funded – 
almost entirely – by the French government which, under the principle of 

laïcité, is supposed to be neutral in religious matters 

• The concept of ‘spiritual security’ 
• Extremism without violence 
• The Russian Orthodox Church hailed the ban of Jehovah’s Witnesses 
• FECRIS member association in Russia: St. Irenaeus of Lyons Religious 

Studies Research Centre 
• FECRIS involvement in the hate campaign against religious minorities 

in Russia 
• French laïcité betrayed 
• Conclusions 

 
HRWF (12.06.2017) - “The persecution of non-Orthodox minorities of foreign origin, 
or without a ‘historical’ presence in Russia, is based on the philosophy of ‘spiritual 
security’ which is promoted by the Kremlin, the Russian Orthodox Church and the 
Russian branch of the France-based European Federation of Research and 
Information Centers on Sectarianism (FECRIS),” declared French attorney Patricia 
Duval at a conference on religious freedom in Russia co-organized by MEP Hannu 
Takkula (Finland, ALDE) and Human Rights Without Frontiers on 6 June at the 
European Parliament in Brussels.  
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The concept of ‘spiritual security’ 

In the 2000 National Security Concept, the Putin Administration stated:  

“Assurance of the Russian Federation’s national security also includes 
protecting the cultural and spiritual-moral legacy and the historical traditions 
and standards of public life, and preserving the cultural heritage of all 
Russia’s peoples. There must be a state policy to maintain the population’s 
spiritual and moral welfare, prohibit the use of airtime to promote violence or 
base instincts, and counter the adverse impact of foreign religious 
organizations and missionaries.” 

  

This spiritual understanding of national security began with the adoption of the 
Russian federal law on security in March 1992. The law was a clear rejection of the 
old Soviet model of security. The first article of the law puts an emphasis on the 
importance of ‘spiritual values’, which in 1992 indicated the end of the Soviet 
militant atheism and the State persecution of religious believers.  

However, the developments that ensued stifled the principles of liberalism 
established in the post-Soviet period and in the 1997 Law on Freedom of Conscience 
and Religious Associations, and ultimately put to bed the brief period of religious 
freedom that Russia experienced following the 1990 law on Freedom of Worship. The 
1997 law, as well as the ideological position and policy which were later adopted by 
the Russian authorities, were all inspired by the desire to ensure the ‘spiritual 
security’ of Russia through the purported role of the Russian Orthodox Church in 
safeguarding national values and security.  

Once the 1990 law guaranteed freedom of conscience, large numbers of missionaries 
flooded into Russia, believing that the former Soviet Union was to be a vast 
missionary territory. 1 

In 1996, the Metropolitan Kirill of Smolensk and Kaliningrad commented on the 
problem of proselytism facing the Russian Orthodox Church (ROC). It was thought 
that proselytizing groups did not aid the ROC, but operated against it “like boxers in 
a ring with their pumped-up muscles, delivering blows.”2   This ‘attack’ was framed 
to be against the nation’s national and religious values. In turn, the population 
developed and adopted the idea that ‘non-Orthodox’ can be defined as those who 
attempt to dismantle and destroy the spiritual unity of the people and the Orthodox 
faith, that the ‘non-Orthodox’ are “Spiritual colonizers who by fair means or foul try 
to tear the people away from their church”3 

The leaders of the ROC believed that Russia’s cultural identity as an Orthodox nation 
was crumbling. As Wallace Daniel and Christopher Marsh state, “Unless the 
government affirmed Russia’s traditional faiths against the aggressive actions of 
other religious groups and sects, the patriarch [Alexey II] maintained, the renewal of 
Russia’s own spiritual traditions stood little chance.”4 

                                            
1 Witte, Bourdeaux, Proselytism and Orthodoxy in Russia. Wipf and Stock Publishers. 1999. Page 
73. http://www.jstor.org/stable/1465916?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents  
2 Payne, “Spiritual Security, the Russian Orthodox Church and the Russian Foreign Ministry: 
Collaboration or Cooptation?”. http://bit.ly/2r9nmG1  
3 Ibid. 
4 Ibid.  
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Therefore, in this atmosphere, where the ROC believed itself as well as Russian 
culture to be under attack, Boris Yeltsin passed the 1997 Law, differentiating 
traditional and nontraditional religions in Russia.  5 

Since then, the concept of ‘spiritual security’ as part of national security has been 
instrumentalized by the political authorities and the judiciary to restrict the rights of 
non-Orthodox minorities of foreign origin and to criminalize their beliefs, their 
teachings, their religious publications and peaceful activities. They erect such 
allegations on the basis of the 2002 law against extremism which in 2006 was 
purged of its violence element.  

Extremism without violence 

The year 2006 was a turning point when the law countering violent extremism was 
amended, removing the necessity for violators to be associated with extremism, 
violence or calls to violence, Duval commented.  

The amended law was criticized by the UN Human Rights Committee (28 April 
2015), the PACE Monitoring Committee of the Council of Europe (14 September 
2012), and the Venice Commission (1 June 2012) which called on Russia to correct 
the law so it requires an element of violence or hatred. 

The amendment to the law opened the door to arbitrary and unrestrained 
interpretations of the concept of extremism, to the criminalization of freedom of 
thought, expression, worship, and assembly, to police raids, fabricated charges, 
arrests and sentences of members of peaceful groups such as Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
Scientologists, Tablighi Jamaat, and Said Nursi followers. Their movements and their 
publications were all victims of bans. Jehovah’s Witnesses had their assets 
confiscated and were fully banned nation-wide by the Russian Supreme Court on 20 
April.  

The Russian Orthodox Church hailed the ban on Jehovah’s Witnesses 

The Russian Orthodox Church called Jehovah's Witnesses a dangerous, totalitarian 
and harmful sect and supported its ban in the Russian Federation.  

"Their doctrine contains a multitude of false teachings. They distort the teaching of 
Christ and interpret the New Testament incorrectly. They do not believe in Jesus 
Christ as God and Savior, they do not acknowledge the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, 
and therefore they cannot in any way be called Christian," the head of the synod's 
Department for External Church Relations, Metropolitan of Volokolamsk Ilarion, 
declared on the program "Church and World" on the Rossiia-24 television channel. 

High-level members of FECRIS and its Russian branch played a prominent role in the 
campaign against non-Orthodox minorities of foreign origin and the adoption of the 
repressive policy aiming at their eradication. 

Aleksander Dvorkin, Vice-President of FECRIS, is also Russia’s most prominent 
« anti-sect » activist. He was appointed in 2009 by Russia's Justice Minister to head 
the Ministry's Expert Council for Conducting State Religious-Studies Expert 
Analysis whose mandate is to investigate the activity, doctrines, leadership 
decisions, literature and worship of any registered religious organisation and 
recommend action to the Ministry. 

                                            
5 Ibid.  
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A. Dvorkin is also Director of the St. Irenaeus of Lyons Religious Studies Research 
Centre, FECRIS’ member association in Russia. 

FECRIS member association in Russia: St. Irenaeus of Lyons Religious 
Studies Research Centre 

The Saint Irenaeus of Lyons Centre for Religious Studies, which is FECRIS 
member association in Russia, was founded in 1993 with the blessing of 
the Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia Alexy II. The Centre is also a missionary 
faculty department of St Tikhon's Orthodox University in Moscow the objective of 
which is “to spread credible information on doctrines and activities of totalitarian 
sects and destructive cults”. For that purpose “employees of the Centre pursue 
research, advisory, lecturing and publishing activity and liaise with state structures 
and the media.” Since then, A.L. Dvorkin has been the president of this 
Centre affiliated to the Russian Orthodox Church.  

The Saint Irenaeus of Lyons Centre for Religious Studies is the head centre of 
the Russian Association of Centres for Religious and Sectarian 
Studies(RATsIRS). The president of RATsIRS is also A.L. Dvorkin; the vice-
presidents are Archpriest Alexander Novopashin and Archpriest Alexander Shabanov; 
the executive secretary is priest Lev Semenov, Ph.D., associate professor. 

Apart from the Saint Irenaeus of Lyons Centre, there is a global network of so-
called "parents’ initiatives" and other similar organizations in Russia and the CIS the 
majority of which have become members of RATsIRS in Russia (some are missionary 
departments of Orthodox dioceses) and created RATsIRSrepresentative offices 
abroad.  

FECRIS’ member association in Russia and its affiliates are all financed by the 
Russian Orthodox Church and engaged in the fight against Evangelicals, 
Pentecostals, Mormons, Baha’is, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Falun Gong practitioners, 
Scientologists…  

“Rehabilitating” followers of “non-traditional religions”   

A number of the centres of the Russian Association of Centres headed by A. Dvorkin are 
“rehabilitation centres” for followers of “non-traditional religions”.  

Under the pressure of families, followers are induced to go to these rehabilitation centres 
to be "enlightened" about the danger of sects, about how sects manipulate their minds, 
and to accept the Orthodox religion because, according to them, if one really believes in 
Christ he is protected from various sects.  

Here follow a few of these centres:  

- Centre of rehabilitation of victims of non-traditional religions under the missionary 
department of Stavropolskaya and Vladikavkasskaya Eparchy. Location: Russian, 
Novopavlovsk.  

The Centre indicates on its website: "The basis of the department is to help people in the 
acquisition of real, true Faith in God and the Church".  

- Center of rehabilitation of victims of non-traditional religions under the Church of Our 
Lady "Joy of All Who Sorrow". Location: Moscow.  

Rehabilitation” is done by two priests and one graduate of Saint Tikhon's Orthodox 
University (where Alexander Dvorkin is teaching).  

- Rehabilitation Centre for sect victims under the Holy Trinity Monastery. Location: 
Russia, Kursk.  
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Priests and psychologists work there to “rehabilitate” followers.  

- Rehabilitation Centre for victims of non-traditional religions in the name of St. Joseph of 
St. Volotsk.  

This Centre operates under the Orthodox Eparchy of Yekaterinburg city.  

- As concerns the Saint Irenaeus of Lyons Centre for Religious Studies, FECRIS member 
association in Russia, in an article on their website they explain how to go with people 
“caught in sects":  The process of exit through an external influence involves a 
psychologist, relatives and a “sect-specialist”, to arouse critical thinking towards the 
“sect” and get rid of emotional dependency towards it. Then it involves connecting the 
person to the Orthodox catechist, preferably a priest offering the true religious and 
ideological alternatives.  

This seems like a remake of the “deprogramming” technics used in the 1980s and 
outlawed in the US, which were used to remedy alleged “brainwashing” by religious 
communities. “Arising critical thinking” towards the sect is achieved through bombarding 
the followers with misinformation and twisted facts against the denomination they 
adhered to. After this phase, a phase of “reprogramming” is then done in the Russian 
“rehabilitation centres” by Orthodox priests so that the followers of non-traditional 
religions whose creeds have been destabilized through the “critical thinking arising” are 
now persuaded to adhere to the “true” religion instead.  

French laïcité betrayed 

FECRIS was created in France and is financed by the French State, whose 
Constitution and laws provide a total separation of State and religions and the 
respect of all creeds. The FECRIS vice-President is currently Alexander Dvorkin, the 
leading Russian anti-cult crusader and key agitator responsible for popularising the 
term 'totalitarian sects', a term used by defenders of “spiritual security” to designate 
peaceful religious denominations considered as potential threats to the Orthodox 
Church.  

FECRIS’ Russian member association headed by Alexander Dvorkin is an organ of 
the Orthodox Church and has been blessed by Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia 
Alexy II. Key member organizations of FECRIS’ Russian member association are led 
by radical Orthodox priests and archpriests or are missionary departments of 
Orthodox dioceses. They refer followers of non-traditional religions to “rehabilitation 
centres” where they are re-educated to the “right” Orthodox religion.  

The question is “How can FECRIS be financed by the French State and support such 
activities in Russia?” 

Conclusion 

The European Convention on Human Rights guarantees the right to freedom of 
religion or belief, which entails the duty for signatory States to hold neutrality in 
religious matters. Both the Russian Federation and France have committed to the 
Convention and are bound by its obligations.  

In spite of these obligations, Russia’s motivation behind the banning of a number of 
non-violent movements is narrowly linked to the spiritual security philosophy which 
encompasses the rejection of religious diversity for the benefit of religious 
homogeneity, the defence of the Orthodox Church against proselytizing new religious 
movements, and the protection of Russian values against the contamination by 
unwelcome foreign values.   
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Moscow’s fight against foreign religious groups and against the foreign funding of 
Russian human rights NGOs administratively renamed ‘foreign agents’ are a source 
of deep concern in the international human rights community because all the legal – 
but undemocratic – tools have been put in place to clean up the religious landscape.  

A community of 177,000 members of the Jehovah’s Witnesses movement in Russia 
has been banned, its members are being jailed, their children taken away, and their 
security is no longer guaranteed. Some have started to emigrate to the European 
Union. Members of the Church of Scientology are also prosecuted and jailed, the 
police raid their Churches with machine guns, and initiate liquidation proceedings. 
Peaceful Muslim groups of foreign origin, such as Tablighi Jamaat and Said Nursi 
followers, have been banned and a number of their followers have been arrested and 
sentenced to several years in prison.  

Is the European Union willing to receive all the religious refugees from Russia?  

Is the Council of Europe really able to have its member states fulfill their obligations 
under the Convention?  
 

 Hate crime in Rennes-le-Château: a Muslim woman 
vandalizes a Catholic church	

HRWF (15.05.2017) – On 13 May, the Muslim woman who had vandalized and 
desecrated the altar of the Ste Marie Madeleine Church in Rennes-le-Château was 
declared accountable for her acts after being examined by psychiatrists and will be tried 
on 8 September. In the meantime she is under court supervision and may not go to the 
place where she committed her misdeed.	

After her arrest, she was placed in police custody and then referred to the Office of the 
Public Prosecutor in Carcassonne. 

	

On 23 April, at 9am, a young woman wearing a black coat went to the tourism office to 
ask when the church would be open. Two hours later, she was seen near the church 
wearing a while cape, a veil on her head and a Venetian mask on her face. She went to 
the so-called Virgin’s cave nearby and had a long talk on the phone in Arabic. Afterwards, 
she went back to the church with an axe, started hitting the stoup and decapitated the 
famous red devil of the Bible Asmodea attached to it, cut off his arm, put a Kur’an on it 
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and lacerated the bas-relief of the altar. Tourists immediately called the mayor and the 
gendarmerie arrested her. 

When asked why she had committed such a misdeed, she answered calmly: “Today is 
election day here but in Syria the West is bombing and killing children. You are all kafirs! 
My husband is over there.” 

The young woman was born in Quillan and was living in Lavelan, in Ariège.  

(*) The French word is « mécréant ». Kafir is a derogatory term used for “unbelievers”. 

For more information, see http://www.christianophobie.fr/breves/aude-musulmane-
profanatrice-de-leglise-de-rennes-chateau-correctionnelle#.WRjGfoVOLce 

 

Attempted arson against an Armenian Evangelical Church 
and other acts of anti-Christian vandalism in France 

HRWF (11.04.2017) - On 2 April, there was an attempt of criminal arson against 
Armenian Evangelical Church in Alfortville (Val-de-Marne). A garbage can was filled with 
petrol in front of the building and set on fire. 
 
Pastor Gilbert Léonian expressed his anger in the media because the local authorities had 
not taken any measure when on 26 February acts of vandalism had been perpetrated 
against the building. The pastor does not exclude that the attacks were motivated by his 
inviting pastor Norek Hovsétian of the Armenian Evangelical Church in Bagdad for a cycle 
of conferences in France about the situation of Christians in the Middle East. 
 
A number of other acts of vandalism have also recently been reported by the French 
Observatoire de la Christianophobie: 
 
The church of Saints-Pierre-et-Paul in Buchy (Seine Maritime) on 4 April 
The church of Saint-Saturnin de Vineuil (diocese of Blois, Loir-et-Cher) on 8 and 30 
March 
The calvary of Redon in Ille-et-Vilaine (End of March) 
Over 30 tombstones in the cemetery of Batignoles (Paris) on 1 April 
 
In La Réunion, the Marian Shine of the Black Virgin in Rivière des Pluies was vandalized 
in the 2-3 April night. The statue of the Virgin was partly destroyed and it is not sure that 
it will be possible to repair it before the 1 May pilgrimage. In the following days, several 
Catholic oratories were also vandalized on the island. 
 

Official statistics about the protection and surveillance of 
places of worship 

Anti-Christian incidents on the rise but sharp fall for anti-Muslim and anti-
Jewish incidents in 2016	

 
By Willy Fautré, Human Rights Without Frontiers 
 
HRWF (20.02.2017) - According to the annual report of the French Ministry of the 
Interior published on 1st February, the number of racist, anti-Muslim and anti-Jewish 
incidents largely decreased last year while the number of anti-Christian incidents 
dramatically increased over the same period. 
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After a record number of reported incidents in 2015 (2,034 incidents), racist, anti-Semitic 
and anti-Muslim incidents decreased in 2016 with 1,125 reported incidents (-44.7%). 
These statistics are reflective of incidents (acts of violence, arsons, degradations...) and 
threats (insults, hate speech...) about which complaints were filed. 

Protection of religious community buildings 

In 2016, incidents targeting Jewish and Muslim community buildings respectively 
decreased by 54% and 37.5% in comparison with 2015 while there was an increase of 
17.6% concerning Christian (Catholic) places of worship. 
 
A closer look at the statistics indicates that:  
 

• 90 % of all the incidents in 2016 were targeting Christian places 
• From 2008 to 2016, incidents concerning Christian places of worship increased by 

245 % 
 
According to the statistics of the Interior Ministry, 4,320 places of worship and religious 
community buildings were under surveillance of mobile (non-static) patrols of law 
enforcement forces and soldiers: 
  

• 2,400 were Christian and 45,000 churches (5%) 
• 1,100 were Muslim and 2,500 mosques (44%) 
• 820 were Jewish and 500 synagogues (100%) 

 
Anti-Catholic incidents in January 2017 
 
According to the website of the Observatoire de la Christianophobie, twenty-two anti-
Catholic incidents were recorded in France in January 2017. 
 
Incidents targeting churches, chapels and other Catholic places of worship:  
vandalism (5), theft (6), arson (4), profanation (2), tags (1), vandalism in cemeteries 
(2), and against schools (1) 
 
Physical or verbal aggression against priests: 1 case 
 
Some recent incidents in the first two weeks of February 2017: 
 

• Caen: Anarchist tags on a calvary 
• Ste Anne d’Auvray : Vandalism dans la chapel of Mary Immaculate 
• Reguisheim : Deliberate damage in the church and the cemetery  
• Avon : Theft and profanation in the convent 

 
For more cases and details, see http://www.christianophobie.fr   
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Anti-Christian incidents on the rise but sharp fall for anti-
Muslim and anti-Jewish incidents	

By Willy Fautré, Human Rights Without Frontiers	
 	
HRWF (03.02.2017) - According to the annual report of the French Ministry of the 
Interior published on 1st February, the number of racist, anti-Muslim and anti-Jewish 
incidents largely decreased last year while the number of anti-Christian incidents 
dramatically increased over the same period.	
 	
After a record number in 2015 (2034 incidents), racist, anti-Semitic and anti-Muslim 
incidents clearly decreased in 2016 with 1125 incidents (-44.7%). These statistics are 
reflective of incidents (acts of violence, arsons, degradations...) and threats (insults, hate 
speech...) about which complaints were filed.	
 	
Anti-Muslim incidents	
 	
At the same time, the Collectif contre l'Islamophobie en France (CCIF) and 
the Observatoire National contre l'Islamophobie (ONCI) have published their own report, 
which confirms the trend measured by the Ministry of the Interior, but also notes that 
this has not impacted the level of tolerance towards Muslims.	
 	
According to the CCIF, anti-Muslim incidents diminished by 35.9% in 2016 in comparison 
with 2015 and by 24.1% against 2014. Under the heading "discrimination" (419 cases), 
the CCIF also includes acts of vandalism (25), assaults (39) and hate speech (98). Most 
recorded discrimination incidents are committed in public services (64%). These internal 
statistics are related to the number of cases directly referred to the CCIF.	
 	
The ONCI recorded 186 cases of anti-Muslim incidents in 2016 against 429 in 2015, a 
decrease of 57.6%: 64 "acts" (against 124) and 118 "threats" (against 305). These 
statistics are related to incidents leading to the filing of a complaint.	
 
The general decrease in anti-Muslim incidents is said to be due to several factors: bigger 
social empathy and solidarity towards Muslims, policies against Islamophobia as well as 
securing mosques and prayer places by law enforcement forces (initiatives supported by 
341,000 EUR in 2016 and 756,000 EUR in 2015). The strategy of ISIS terrorist attacks 
aiming at dividing France's civil society and fueling anti-Muslim sentiments has obviously 
failed.	
 	
Anti-Jewish incidents	
 
According to French interior ministry figures, there were 57.6 percent fewer anti-Semitic 
incidents in 2016 compared with the previous year. 
	
The French government sees this drop as "the fruit of government initiatives", in 
particular a €100 million campaign to "fight racism, anti-Semitism and all forms of 
discrimination linked to or originating from religion". 
	
According to the January 22 report compiled by the Israeli ministry for diaspora affairs, 
the number of anti-Semitic attacks in France dropped, by 63.6 percent, between 2015 
and 2016. Much of the credit for this drop is due to the French government, which in 
2015 launched an anti-racism initiative involving hundreds of posted police officers and 
soldiers patrolling near Jewish schools and synagogues, said the Israeli ministry.	
 
Anti-Christian incidents	
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According to the Ministry of the Interior, 949 anti-Christian incidents - 399 acts of 
vandalism and 191 cases of theft of worship items - were recorded on the French 
territory in 2016 but this does not include the hacking of Catholic websites which were 
said to number 112 by the French Observatory of Christianophobia. Some comparative 
statistics:	
 	

• Anti-Christian incidents: 17,4% increase between 2015 and 2016.	

• Incidents targeting Christian sites (places of worship and tombstones: 245% 
increase between 2008 and 2016.	

• Incidents concerning Christian places of worship in 2016: 90% of incidents 
concerning all places of worship (Christian, Jewish and Muslim).	

The Ministry of the Interior notes that there was a satanist motivation behind 14 
incidents and in 25 cases there was an anarchist connotation.	
 	
In France, there are about 45,000 church buildings, 2500 mosques and 500 synagogues. 
According to the Ministry of the Interior, 2400 Christian places of worship, 1090 Muslim 
buildings and 817 Jewish sites (synagogues, schools and community centers) are 
protected by law enforcement forces. In the last two years, an interministerial fund for 
the prevention of delinquency has granted 12.5 million EUR to provide the most sensitive 
religious sites with security and video-protection material.	
	
Recommended	reading:	
	
En 2016, les actes racistes, antisémites et antimusulmans ont baissé en France, mais pas 
les actes antichrétiens 
 
Number of racist incidents in France plummets 
 
Les actes antimusulmans en forte baisse en 2016 
 
Sortie du rapport 2017 du CCIF : une évolution du fait islamophobe 
 
Baisse des actes racistes, antisémites et anti-musulmans en 2016 
 
	

ANNEX	
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Sharp decrease of anti-Semitic and anti-Muslim incidents 
but increase of anti-Catholic incidents  

HRWF (09.01.2017) - During the first eleven months of 2016, anti-Semitic incidents have 
sharply decreased by 65% and anti-Muslim incidents by 60%, according to statistics 
provided by the Ministry of the Interior to the French newspaper “Le Figaro” (See the full 
article dated 28 December 2016 at http://bit.ly/2ip0IF9). However the newspaper keeps 
silent about the number of incidents concerning Christians, Jehovah’s Witnesses and 
other faiths in France; but do such state statistics even exist for other religious 
communities?   
  
In 2015, 808 anti-Semitic incidents and threats were recorded, this number fell to 294 
incidents in 2016 according provisional statistics. In 2015, 429 complaints were filed on 
the grounds of anti-Muslim incidents and threats. From January to November 2016, 173 
of such complaints were filed.   
 
According to the Observatoire de la Christianophobie, 375 anti-Catholic incidents were 
recorded in 2016 and 273 in 2015, an increase of 37,4 % (http://bit.ly/2johW9B). Recent 
incidents mainly targeted nativity scenes.  
 
On 6 January 2017, the nativity scene of the St Charles Cathedral in Saint-Etienne (Eure) 
was partly destroyed by an arson attack. The mayor, Gaël Perdriau (Republican political 
party), condemned this act as a desecration of a place of worship, a criminal offence.  
  
At the end of December, the baby Jesus was stolen from the manger of the 
SainteMadeleine church in Hyères (Var) and from the display of the Planquay church in 
SaintOuen (Seine-Saint-Denis). On the night of 17th December, all the figurines in a 
display in Fouchères (Aube) were thrown into the river Seine by an unknown person.  
On 24 December, the angel of the St Anne church in Lanveoc (Finistère) was stolen. The 
mayor, Louis Ramnoé, found this act scandalous. The statue had been in the church for 
80 years.  
 


