
Authorities entrap and imprison witness on fabricated 
charges 

HRWF (13.04.2017) - On January 18, 2017, Kazakhstan’s National Security Committee 

arrested and imprisoned Teymur Akhmedov for talking to others about his religious beliefs. 

During May and June 2016, seven men invited Teymur to a rented apartment, claiming to 

be interested in the beliefs of Jehovah’s Witnesses. They also met at Teymur’s home later 

in the year. Unbeknownst to Teymur, these seven “Bible students” covertly video recorded 

their conversations. 

 

Based on these peaceful religious discussions, Teymur was charged with “inciting religious 

discord” and “advocating [religious] superiority.” As of 13 April 2017, he was in pretrial 

detention, but he faces a 5- to 10-year prison term if found guilty. 

 

Teymur, who is 60 years old, is married and has a cancer. His attorneys expect that the 

appeal from the pretrial detention order will be heard during the week of January 23, 2017. 

  

Ruling on 20 January 2017 in Astana (Translation from Russian) 

  

Examining Judge A. I. Isayeva of District Court No 2 in the Saryarka District of the city of 

Astana, in the presence of court session clerk A. Yelaman, with the participation of 

Prosecutor K. Tileuzhan of the department of the prosecutor’s office for the Saryarka 

District of the city of Astana and with the participation of defence lawyer N. A. Kononenko, 

considered in open court session the motion of the director of the operationa linvestigative 

group, Senior Investigator of the Department of Internal Affairs of the Investigative 

Directorate of the Astana City Department of the National Security Committee (KNB), Major 

of National Security M. M. Duskaziyev, requesting that preventive measures in the form of 

detention be imposed on suspect Teymur Sultan ogly Akhmedov, born 7 May 1956 in the 

Republic of Azerbaijan, citizen of the Republic of Kazakhstan, ethnic Azeri, higher 

education, no prior convictions, married, residing at g. Astana, ul. Bartolda (Kutuzova), d. 

48, suspected of committing the crime specified in Article 174(2) of the Criminal Code of 

the Republic of Kazakhstan (‘Criminal Code’) and detained on 18 January 2017 at 9:51 

a.m. under Articles 128-131 of the Criminal Procedural Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan 

(CrPC), 

  

ESTABLISHED: 

  

On 20 January 2017 the court received a motion from the director of the operational 

investigative group, Senior Investigator of the Department of Internal Affairs of the 

Investigative Directorate of the Astana City Department of the National Security 

Committee, Major of National Security M. M. Duskaziyev, requesting that preventive 

measures in the form of detention be imposed on suspect Teymur Sultan ogly Akhmedov, 

born 7 May 1956, because he is suspected of committing a grave criminal offense and, if 

left at large, could hide from the pre-trial investigation agency and the court, obstruct an 

objective investigation of the case, and continue to engage in criminal activity. 

  

On 18 January 2017 Teymur Sultan ogly Akhmedov was declared a suspect in a criminal 

case. 

  

On 18 January 2017 Teymur Sultan ogly Akhmedov was detained under Articles 128-131 

of the CrPC at 9:51 a.m. 

  

The 19 January 2017 ruling of the director of the operational-investigative group, Senior 

Investigator of the Department of Internal Affairs of the Investigative Directorate of the 

Astana City Department of the National Security Committee, Major of National Security M. 



M. Duskaziyev, classified the actions of Teymur Sultan ogly Akhmedov under Article 174(2) 

of the Criminal Code. 

  

This motion was supported by the first deputy Astana City Prosecutor, Senior Counsellor 

of Justice T. K. Suleymenov, and sent to the court along with the attached materials on 20 

January 2017. 

  

Having heard the prosecutor, who supported the motion for preventive measures in the 

form of detention, and having heard the suspect and his defence lawyer, N. A. Kononenko, 

who held that the motion should be denied and that preventive measures in the form of 

house arrest could be imposed, the court finds as follows. 

  

According to Article 147(1)(6) of the CrPC, detention is imposed as a preventive measure 

only by court order and only on accused persons suspected of deliberately committing 

crimes for which the law stipulates punishment by deprivation of liberty for at least five 

years. 

  

According to the materials submitted by the criminal investigation agency, Teymur Sultan 

ogly Akhmedov is suspected of committing a grave criminal offence, and the punishment 

specified in Article 174(2) of the Criminal Code is deprivation of liberty for five to ten years. 

  

This crime presents a danger to the public in that it violates a fundamental constitutional 

principle, the principle of equality.  Observance of this principle is one of most important 

conditions for the existence and development of any civilised society. The object against 

which the crime was committed is the principle of international law and the constitutional 

principle that the incitement of social, ethnic, clan, racial, class or religious enmity or 

discord must not be allowed. 

  

In court session the defence lawyer made a motion for preventive measures in the form of 

house arrest to be imposed because her client suffers from cancer. 

  

A report from the National Scientific Centre for Oncology and Transplantation was 

submitted in court session. The report stated that patient Teymur Sultan ogly Akhmedov’s 

chart had been studied. He has been diagnosed with an 8 cm villous adenoma of the 

rectum, class II haemorrhage and posthemorrhagic anaemia. The report recommends an 

operation and requests that he undergo an examination before being hospitalised. 

  

This report is a recommendation, requesting that, if no contraindications are revealed by 

the examination, the patient be registered on the patient portal for hospitalisation in the 

surgery department of the National Scientific Centre for Oncology and Transplantation. 

 

However, the defence did not submit any documents proving that it was impossible for the 

suspect to be in detention due to his illness. 

  

Therefore, the court denies the defence lawyer’s motion to impose preventive measures in 

the form of house arrest. Considering that Teymur Sultan ogly Akhmedov is suspected of 

committing a grave criminal offence for which the law specifies punishment of up to ten 

years and the crime falls under the category of grave crimes, the court has grounds to 

believe that if he is left at large, he could hide from the pre-trial investigation agency and 

the court, obstruct an objective investigation of the case, and continue to engage in 

criminal activity. Therefore the court finds no grounds for denying the investigator’s motion 

and imposes preventive measures on Teymur Sultan ogly Akhmedov in the form of 

detention. 

  

On the basis of the foregoing and guided by Articles 147 and 148 of the CrPC, 

  

RULED: 



  

To impose preventive measures in the form of detention for two (2) months, that is, 

through and including 18 March 2017, on Teymur Sultan ogly Akhmedov, born 7 May 1956. 

  

This ruling can be appealed or protested to the Astana City Court through District Court No 

2 in the Saryarka District of the city of Astana within three days from when it is announced. 

  

Examining Judge A. I. Isayeva 

  

Examining Judge [seal and signature] A. I. Isayeva 
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