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To member of the Local Religious 
Organisation Christian Community 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses of the City 
of Astana 
Teymur Sultan ogly 
Akhmedov, born 1956 

WARNING 
The Astana City Directorate for Religious Affairs informs you of the following in 

connection with a complaint against adherents of the Local Religious Organisation Christian 
Community of Jehovah’s Witnesses of the City of Astana received from citizen of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan A. A. Rakhymzhanov, born 10 November 1997. 

According to A. A. Rakhymzhanov’s complaint, members of the organisation of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses coerced him to adopt the faith of Jehovah’s Witnesses and convinced 
him that it was the only true religion. 

According to Article 3 of the Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan on Religious 
Activity and Religious Associations dated 11 October 2011, the coercion of citizens of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan, foreigners and stateless persons to determine their attitude toward 
religion and toward participation or non-participation in the activity of religious associations 
and in religious rites and/or in teaching religion, is prohibited. 

The activity of religious associations that forcibly involve citizens of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan, foreigners and stateless persons in their activity, including by means of 
charitable activity, and/or that hinder withdrawal from the religious association, including by 
means of blackmail, violence, threats of violence, dependency (material or otherwise) of 
citizens of the Republic of Kazakhstan, foreigners or stateless persons or by subterfuge, is 
prohibited. 

Citizens of the Republic of Kazakhstan, foreigners, and stateless persons perform 
missionary activity after obtaining registration. Registration of individuals carrying out 
missionary activity is performed by local executive agencies for the regions, cities of national 
significance and the capital. 

In view of the foregoing, this it to advise and warn you to obey legislation of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan regarding religion. 

Violation of legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan on religious activity and 
religious associations incurs accountability as specified in laws of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan. 

This warning has been filled out in two copies, one copy being given to member of 
the Local Religious Organisation Christian Community of Jehovah’s Witnesses of the City of 
Astana _________________. 

A preventive conversation was had, and the norms of the Law on Religious Activity 
and Religious Associations were explained. 

14 January 2017 

Chief Specialist of the  
Administrative-Organisational Department  [stamp and signature] A. K. Mambetov 
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To member of the Local Religious 
Organisation Christian Community 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses of the City 
of Astana 
Citizen of Azerbaijan, 
Residency permit 0410/973 
Asaf Gadzhiag ogly 
Guliyev 

WARNING 
The Astana City Directorate for Religious Affairs informs you of the following in 

connection with a complaint against adherents of the Local Religious Organisation Christian 
Community of Jehovah’s Witnesses of the City of Astana received from citizen of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan A. A. Rakhymzhanov, born 10 November 1997. 

According to A. A. Rakhymzhanov’s complaint, members of the organisation of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses coerced him to adopt the faith of Jehovah’s Witnesses and convinced 
him that it was the only true religion. 

According to Article 3 of the Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan on Religious 
Activity and Religious Associations dated 11 October 2011, the coercion of citizens of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan, foreigners and stateless persons to determine their attitude toward 
religion and toward participation or non-participation in the activity of religious associations 
and in religious rites and/or in teaching religion, is prohibited. 

The activity of religious associations that forcibly involve citizens of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan, foreigners and stateless persons in their activity, including by means of 
charitable activity, and/or that hinder withdrawal from the religious association, including by 
means of blackmail, violence, threats of violence, dependency (material or otherwise) of 
citizens of the Republic of Kazakhstan, foreigners or stateless persons or by subterfuge, is 
prohibited. 

Citizens of the Republic of Kazakhstan, foreigners, and stateless persons perform 
missionary activity after obtaining registration. Registration of individuals carrying out 
missionary activity is performed by local executive agencies for the regions, cities of national 
significance and the capital. 

In view of the foregoing, this it to advise and warn you to obey legislation of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan regarding religion. 

Violation of legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan on religious activity and 
religious associations incurs accountability as specified in laws of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan. 

This warning has been filled out in two copies, one copy being given to member of 
the Local Religious Organisation Christian Community of Jehovah’s Witnesses of the City of 
Astana _________________. 

A preventive conversation was had, and the norms of the Law on Religious Activity 
and Religious Associations were explained. 

14 January 2017 

Chief Specialist of the  
Administrative-Organisational Department  [stamp and signature] A. K. Mambetov 
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RULING 
to categorise the actions of a suspect 

19 January 2017  Astana 

The director of the operational-investigative group, Senior Investigator of the 
Department of Internal Affairs of the Investigative Directorate of the Astana City Department 
of the National Security Committee (KNB), Major of National Security M. M. Duskaziyev, 
considered the materials of criminal case no 167100041000067 and  

ESTABLISHED: 

Teymur Sultan ogly Akhmedov, born in the city of Khudat in the Republic of 
Azerbaijan on 7 May 1956, committed a grave crime in the capital against the world and 
against mankind’s security. 

Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. This 
right shall include freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice, and freedom, 
either individually or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his 
religion or belief in worship, observance, practice and teaching. (Article 18(1) of the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights dated 24 April 2006 (Hereinafter — 
‘Covenant’)). 

Discrimination between human beings on the grounds of religion or belief constitutes 
an affront to human dignity and a disavowal of the principles of the Charter of the United 
Nations, and shall be condemned as a violation of the human rights and fundamental 
freedoms proclaimed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and enunciated in detail 
in the International Covenants on Human Rights, and as an obstacle to friendly and peaceful 
relations between nations. (Article 3 of the UN General Assembly Declaration on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief, 
dated 25 November 1981 (Hereinafter — ‘Declaration’)) This has also been expressed in 
Article 14 of the Constitution of the Republic of Kazakhstan, which states that no one shall 
be subject to any discrimination for reasons of origin, social, property status, occupation, sex, 
race, nationality, language, attitude towards religion, convictions, place of residence or any 
other circumstances.  

All States shall take effective measures to prevent and eliminate discrimination on the 
grounds of religion or belief in the recognition, exercise and enjoyment of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms in all fields of civil, economic, political, social and cultural life. All 
States shall make all efforts to enact or rescind legislation where necessary to prohibit any 
such discrimination, and to take all appropriate measures to combat intolerance on the 
grounds of religion or other beliefs in this matter. (Article 3 [sic–4] of the Declaration). 

No one shall be subject to coercion which would impair his freedom to have or to 
adopt a religion or belief of his choice. Freedom to manifest one’s religion or beliefs may be 
subject only to such limitations as are prescribed by law and are necessary to protect public 
safety, order, health, or morals or the fundamental rights and freedoms of others. (Article 18 
of the Covenant). 

In accordance with this principle in the Declaration, in the Republic of Kazakhstan, 
the activity of parties on religious grounds, and the creation and activity of a religious 
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association, the objectives and actions of which are aimed at establishing the supremacy of 
one religion in the state, or inciting religious enmity or discord, including those related to 
violence or calls to violence and other illegal actions are prohibited.(Article 3 of the Law of 
the Republic of Kazakhstan on Religious Activity and Religious Associations dated 
11 October 2011 (Hereinafter — ‘Law’)). 

In 2005 T. S. Akhmedov began adhering to the beliefs of the religious association 
Christian Community of Jehovah’s Witnesses, which is a Christian Protestant religious 
association. At that time, in order to assimilate that ideology T. S. Akhmedov participated in 
sermons, religious services and other religious ceremonies held in religious structures of local 
religious associations of the Christian Community of Jehovah’s Witnesses of the City of 
Astana, but he was not an official member of the Christian Community of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. 

In 2016 T. S. Akhmedov and A. G. Guliyev, with whom he was not previously 
acquainted, organised meetings in various apartments without obtaining an official permit to 
carry out activity aimed at disseminating religious teachings on the territory of the Republic 
of Kazakhstan in the name of the religious association Christian Community of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses of the City of Astana, which is registered in the Republic of Kazakhstan. This 
violated current legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan, which prescribes that religious 
services, religious rites, ceremonies, and/or meetings be held in buildings (structures) of 
worship and their designated territories. 

During that time, T. S. Akhmedov, acting with A. G. Guliyev in a group, deliberately 
twisting the ideology of Protestantism in order to widely disseminate their ideas among the 
local populace and assert the superiority of the protestant movement of Christianity, 
developed a criminal intent to incite religious enmity and discord among the populace of 
native nationality and to advocate the superiority of the Christian religion and the inferiority 
of other religious movements. 

To realise their criminal intent, T. S. Akhmedov and A. G. Guliyev repeatedly held 
sermons and meetings in various apartments in Astana, in violation of Article 7 of the Law. 

On 9 May 2016 at the address g. Astana, ul. Ryskulbekova, d. 16a, kv. 76, 
T. S. Akhmedov and A. G. Guliyev held a meeting with their followers and supporters during 
which T. S. Akhmedov and A. G. Guliyev — knowing that their actions aimed at inciting 
religious enmity and discord were illegal and posed a public threat — made negative 
statements about representatives of the religion of Islam, shaping and reinforcing a negative 
stereotype or image of Muslims, making a very negative appraisal, and made statements 
about the exclusivity and superiority of one religion over another following the ‘better-worse’ 
principle. 

On 12 May 2016 at the address g. Astana, ul. Ryskulbekova, d. 16a, kv. 76, 
T. S. Akhmedov and A. G. Guliyev held another meeting with their followers and supporters 
during which T. S. Akhmedov and A. G. Guliyev made negative statements about 
representatives of the religion of Islam and of Orthodoxy, shaping and reinforcing a negative 
stereotype or image of Muslims and Orthodox, making a very negative appraisal of them. 
They asserted that Muslims and Orthodox are inferior, and attributed inimical acts and 
dangerous intent to Orthodox believers. Specifically, with the intent to convince those in 
attendance, T. S. Akhmedov uttered the following words during the meeting: ‘…Every time 
they go to that Mecca … they throw stones at Satan. There is this event, hajj, when they make 
a pilgrimage. They trample one another. Every year many people die. Just imagine, you leave 
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your home, you have a family, children, and you make a pilgrimage to Mecca, hajj … it is the 
duty of Muslims. So, basically you go and are seeking your death. And the stories they tell… 
One man very confidently told me ‘Oh, he died there — he will be in paradise’. I said to him: 
‘Listen, if you are so confident, hire yourself a killer there … a bullet in your head there and 
you wake up in paradise, just like that.’ A. G. Guliyev stated the following in support of his 
partner: ‘And Orthodoxy? Orthodoxy? What do they do? Right, We praise God… But do they 
really praise their Orthodox god? They have brought shame, shame …’ Continuing on this 
topic, T. S. Akhmedov added: ‘Orthodox went out and killed Orthodox. They blessed them, 
you understand? They blessed them so they would do a good job killing each other. But true 
Christians do not even pick up a gun, Imagine? Instead of going to the army, for example, 
they are willing to go to prison. They say “I will not kill my …” … So, I am not saying that it 
is easy to be a true Christian. No, it is difficult.’ 

On 19 June 2016 at the apartment at g. Astana, ul. Ryskulbekova, d. 16a, kv. 76, 
T. S. Akhmedov held another meeting during which he made negative statements about 
representatives of other religions, shaping and reinforcing a negative stereotype of all other 
religions, a negative image of Russians and Kazakhs, making a very negative appraisal of 
them. He also made statements about the exclusivity and superiority of one religion over 
another following the ‘better-worse’ principle. Specifically, during the conversation, 
T. S. Akhmedov convinced his listeners of the superiority of his religion: ‘But there is such a 
thing. There is a synagogue of Satan. It is the church. It is Babylon the Great, the empire of 
false religion. It includes everyone except Jehovah’s Witnesses. Everyone. Even though there 
are 3 000 denominations, approximately 3 000, this is the only, this is true worship. And it 
has always been that way throughout history. It was that way in ancient times and it is that 
way now. Everything else will not do. I even know the history. We have a book, a big, green 
book, “The History of Jehovah’s Witnesses”. It tells where they came from, how things used 
to be. There was a time, in the past, when Jehovah’s Witnesses smoked. It was like that for a 
time.’ 

On 24 June 2016 at the apartment at the address g. Astana, ul. Ryskulbekova, d. 16a, 
kv. 76, T. S. Akhmedov and A. G. Guliyev held another meeting during which they made 
negative statements about representatives of Islam, encouraging their listeners to religious 
intolerance. Specifically, in one of his talks, A. G. Guliyev accused Muslims of not following 
the canons of Islam and emphasised: ‘There are some men at work, my friends. We grew up 
together, went to school together. Three or four men. They are fasting. Today is the 17th day. 
And what do they think? They think, “Oh, you don’t fast. You don’t fast. [unintelligible] but 
we do fast. Three or four men. And they think that the heavens are already opened. That’s it, I 
will not sin again. [unintelligible] Now I, I do not go [unintelligible] I don’t smoke, I don’t 
drink. [unintelligible] But they smoke in the evening. This month everything is forgiven. One 
month I won’t. One month… But 11 months they can, Allah allows us: run around, get high. 
What, we can’t stick it out for one month? Sure, we stick it out. They don’t eat all day 
[unintelligible], don’t drink, don’t smoke, don’t smoke, don’t eat. And it is worse because it is 
summer, the dark. They get up at 3:00 a.m. to eat. Soon the fast will be over, and then they go 
back to their normal ways, how things were before: running around, drinking and so on.’ 

Similar meetings were held on 25 May 2016, 9 and 16 June 2016, and 3 July 2016 at 
the address g. Astana, ul. Ryskulbekova, d. 16a, kv. 76; on 12 and 21 July 2016 and 
13 October 2016 at the address g. Astana, ul. Sembinova, d. 9, kv. 34; and on 31 October and 
4 November 2016 at the address g. Astana, ul. Bartolda, d. 48. During those meetings, 
knowing the public danger of their actions and desiring the consequences in the form of 
incitement and fomentation of religious and national enmity and discord and intolerance 
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toward representatives of other religions, in the presence of their followers, T. S. Akhmedov 
and A. G. Guliyev publicly made negative statements about representatives of Islam, 
Catholicism and Orthodoxy, advocating the superiority of one religion over another. 

According to the conclusion of the composite judicial psycholinguistic-philological 
expert study dated 20 December 2016 No 2942, the statements of T. S. Akhmedov and 
A. G. Guliyev contain indications of incitement of national and religious enmity and discord. 
There are statements about the exclusivity and superiority of one religion over another. 

Thus, Teymur Sultan ogly Akhmedov, acting with Asaf Gadzhiag ogly Guliyev in a 
group, publicly and repeatedly committed deliberate acts with the intent of inciting 
religious discord and advocating the exclusivity and superiority of citizens based on their 
attitude toward religious affiliation, using literature and other media propagandising 
religious discord, that is, he committed the crime specified in Article 174(2) of the Criminal 
Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan. 
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Copy 

RULING 
20 January 2017  Astana 

Examining Judge A. I. Isayeva of District Court No 2 in the Saryarka District of the 
city of Astana, in the presence of court session clerk A. Yelaman, with the participation of 
Prosecutor K. Tileuzhan of the department of the prosecutor’s office for the Saryarka District 
of the city of Astana and with the participation of defence lawyer N. A. Kononenko, 

considered in open court session the motion of the director of the operational-
investigative group, Senior Investigator of the Department of Internal Affairs of the 
Investigative Directorate of the Astana City Department of the National Security Committee 
(KNB), Major of National Security M. M. Duskaziyev, requesting that preventive measures 
in the form of detention be imposed on suspect Teymur Sultan ogly Akhmedov, born 7 May 
1956 in the Republic of Azerbaijan, citizen of the Republic of Kazakhstan, ethnic Azeri, 
higher education, no prior convictions, married, residing at g. Astana, ul. Bartolda 
(Kutuzova), d. 48, suspected of committing the crime specified in Article 174(2) of the 
Criminal Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan (‘Criminal Code’) and detained on 18 January 
2017 at 9:51 a.m. under Articles 128-131 of the Criminal Procedural Code of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan (CrPC), 

ESTABLISHED: 

On 20 January 2017 the court received a motion from the director of the operational-
investigative group, Senior Investigator of the Department of Internal Affairs of the 
Investigative Directorate of the Astana City Department of the National Security Committee, 
Major of National Security M. M. Duskaziyev, requesting that preventive measures in the 
form of detention be imposed on suspect Teymur Sultan ogly Akhmedov, born 7 May 1956, 
because he is suspected of committing a grave criminal offense and, if left at large, could hide 
from the pre-trial investigation agency and the court, obstruct an objective investigation of 
the case, and continue to engage in criminal activity. 

On 18 January 2017 Teymur Sultan ogly Akhmedov was declared a suspect in a 
criminal case. 

On 18 January 2017 Teymur Sultan ogly Akhmedov was detained under Articles 128-
131 of the CrPC at 9:51 a.m. 

The 19 January 2017 ruling of the director of the operational-investigative group, 
Senior Investigator of the Department of Internal Affairs of the Investigative Directorate of 
the Astana City Department of the National Security Committee, Major of National Security 
M. M. Duskaziyev, classified the actions of Teymur Sultan ogly Akhmedov under 
Article 174(2) of the Criminal Code. 

This motion was supported by the first deputy Astana City Prosecutor, Senior 
Counsellor of Justice T. K. Suleymenov, and sent to the court along with the attached 
materials on 20 January 2017. 

Having heard the prosecutor, who supported the motion for preventive measures in 
the form of detention, and having heard the suspect and his defence lawyer, 
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N. A. Kononenko, who held that the motion should be denied and that preventive measures in 
the form of house arrest could be imposed, the court finds as follows. 

According to Article 147(1)(6) of the CrPC, detention is imposed as a preventive 
measure only by court order and only on accused persons suspected of deliberately 
committing crimes for which the law stipulates punishment by deprivation of liberty for at 
least five years. 

According to the materials submitted by the criminal investigation agency, Teymur 
Sultan ogly Akhmedov is suspected of committing a grave criminal offence, and the 
punishment specified in Article 174(2) of the Criminal Code is deprivation of liberty for five 
to ten years. 

This crime presents a danger to the public in that it violates a fundamental 
constitutional principle, the principle of equality. Observance of this principle is one of most 
important conditions for the existence and development of any civilised society. 

The object against which the crime was committed is the principle of international 
law and the constitutional principle that the incitement of social, ethnic, clan, racial, class or 
religious enmity or discord must not be allowed. 

In court session the defence lawyer made a motion for preventive measures in the 
form of house arrest to be imposed because her client suffers from cancer. 

A report from the National Scientific Centre for Oncology and Transplantation was 
submitted in court session. The report stated that patient Teymur Sultan ogly Akhmedov’s 
chart had been studied. He has been diagnosed with an 8 cm villous adenoma of the rectum, 
class II haemorrhage and posthemorrhagic anaemia. The report recommends an operation and 
requests that he undergo an examination before being hospitalised. 

This report is a recommendation, requesting that, if no contraindications are revealed 
by the examination, the patient be registered on the patient portal for hospitalisation in the 
surgery department of the National Scientific Centre for Oncology and Transplantation. 

However, the defence did not submit any documents proving that it was impossible 
for the suspect to be in detention due to his illness. Therefore, the court denies the defence 
lawyer’s motion to impose preventive measures in the form of house arrest. 

Considering that Teymur Sultan ogly Akhmedov is suspected of committing a grave 
criminal offence for which the law specifies punishment of up to ten years and the crime falls 
under the category of grave crimes, the court has grounds to believe that if he is left at large, 
he could hide from the pre-trial investigation agency and the court, obstruct an objective 
investigation of the case, and continue to engage in criminal activity. Therefore the court 
finds no grounds for denying the investigator’s motion and imposes preventive measures on 
Teymur Sultan ogly Akhmedov in the form of detention. 

On the basis of the foregoing and guided by Articles 147 and 148 of the CrPC, 

RULED: 

To impose preventive measures in the form of detention for two (2) months, that is, 
through and including 18 March 2017, on Teymur Sultan ogly Akhmedov, born 7 May 1956. 
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This ruling can be appealed or protested to the Astana City Court through District 
Court No 2 in the Saryarka District of the city of Astana within three days from when it is 
announced. 

Examining Judge  A. I. Isayeva 

True copy 

Examining Judge [seal and signature] A. I. Isayeva 
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