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Death toll in Eastern Ukraine up to 4,707: UN
Huff Post (15.12.2014) http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/12/15/eastern-ukrainedeath-toll_n_6326890.html - Fighting in eastern Ukraine has killed at least at least 4,707
people since the conflict began in mid-April and more than a quarter of the recorded
deaths have come since a much-ignored cease-fire, U.N. rights investigators said
Monday.

A new report from the U.N. team in Ukraine says at least 1,357 of the fatalities have
been recorded since the cease-fire began in early September, but the team noted that
some of those deaths may have occurred before then.
Some 10,322 people have been wounded in the conflict-affected areas of eastern
Ukraine, where more than 5 million people are facing rising hardships, according to the
report. The most vulnerable populations, such as the elderly, children and people in state
institutional care, are being particularly affected by disruptions in social and medical
services.
"The situation of many people, including those held against their will, in areas under the
control of the armed groups may well be life-threatening," said the U.N. high
commissioner for human rights, Zeid Raad al-Hussein. "The government of Ukraine
remains responsible for protecting the human rights of all Ukrainians, including the right
to health, education and social security, in all its territory, including areas it does not
fully control."
The latest findings from the Geneva office, based on reports from a 34-member U.N.
monitoring mission in Ukraine during November and other figures through Dec. 12, says
large-scale offensives have halted since the cease-fire, but skirmishes and indiscriminate
shelling of populated areas continue.
Previous U.N. reports have observed that the standoff between government troops and
pro-Russian rebels in eastern Ukraine is increasingly entrenched as law and order breaks
down in Donetsk, the largest city under separatist control, and in rebel-controlled areas
in the neighboring Luhansk region.
The report also notes lack of progress with several human rights investigations into
alleged violations in Kiev, Kharkiv and Mariupol.

Human Rights Day not for Crimean Tatars under Russian
occupation
Human Rights in Ukraine (04.12.2014)
http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1417645125 - Until Russia annexed the Crimea,
it was traditional for Crimean Tatars to hold a big gathering on the central square in
Simferopol and other events to mark Human Rays Day on Dec 10. Under Russian rule,
the Mejlis or representative body of the Crimean Tatars has been told they cannot hope
to hold these gatherings. The move is sadly not unexpected given that the same
occupation regime has already banned events to mark the seventieth anniversary of the
Deportation of the Crimean Tatars and other remembrance gatherings.
Nariman Dzelyal, deputy head of the Mejlis explained to the QHA news agency that the
Mejlis has for many years held events on Dec 10 with the meeting in Simferopol
traditionally addressing issues confronting the Crimean Tatars and agreeing a resolution
to the authorities regarding resolution of these problems.
Under Russian occupation, the Mejlis has been given to understand that no such
meetings will be allowed, neither on the central square, nor anywhere else.
Dzhelyal notes that a meeting on the same central square in Simferopol by something
called the ‘Kyrym’ movement in support of the Russian President Vladimir Putin was

immediately authorized by the occupation authorities despite notification having been
given only a day before. The meeting was provided with a stage and security as well,
and was undoubtedly widely shown on Russian television.
The Mejlis which represents the vast majority of Crimean Tatars is in an entirely different
situation and, as reported here, has been facing efforts to crush it over recent months.
This is clearly due to its opposition to Russia’s invasion and annexation of the Crimea.
After attempting – in vain - to gain the support of Crimean Tatars for the pseudoreferendum on ‘joining Russia’ in March 2014, the occupation regime and Russia have
become increasingly repressive with respect to the Crimean Tatars. They have also
demonstrated gratuitous cruelty and insensitivity.
This was evidenced first in the banning of veteran Crimean Tatar leader and member of
Ukraine’s parliament, Mustafa Dzhemiliev from his homeland ‘for 5 years’. Later an
identical ban was issued against Refat Chubarov, head of the Mejlis.
Four men are now in custody facing highly dubious charges which emerged only six
months later over the May 3 basically peaceful protest against the ban on Mustafa
Dzhemiliev at the Armyansk crossing between mainland Ukraine and the Crimea (more
details here).
In May just two days before the seventieth anniversary of the 1944 Deportation, the
puppet regime’s ‘prime minister’ Sergei Aksyonov issued a decree effectively banning all
remembrance ceremonies.
Many Crimean Tatars refused to be cowered and did take part in remembrance
ceremonies and prayers in Simferopol, Bakhchysarai and other regions of the Crimea.
They were, however, prevented from even trying to gather in the central square as they
have always done by huge numbers of Russian OMON riot police and military. Two
military helicopters circled over throughout the remembrance prayers held in
Bakhchysarai and on the outskirts of Simferopol.
Just over a month later, the Simferopol City Council refused to allow events to mark
Crimean Tatar Flag Day to be held in the centre of the city. A new ban was required
since the occupation regime had lifted the blanket ban on gatherings in time for lavish
‘official’ celebrations for ‘Russian language day’ on June 6.
The Simferopol authorities then refused to allow Crimean Tatars to hold their traditional
remembrance gathering to mark European Day of Remembrance for Victims of Stalinism
and Nazism on Aug 23. On that occasion they claimed concern for participants’ health
saying that they could face sunstroke because of the hot weather.
After many more months of largely unconcealed repression, the occupation regime has
stopped pretending to have a reason, and simply bans the events.

Bad start to crucial Odessa May 2 Trials
Human Rights in Ukraine (04.12.2014)
http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1417228631 - The first trials have begun over
the disturbances and fire on May 2 in Odessa in which 48 people died and over 200 were
injured. The number of deaths as well as the active attempts by the Russian propaganda

machine to present the events as a ‘massacre’ have placed the investigation and all
resulting prosecutions in the limelight. The first results are not good.
Foreseeable chaos
Hearings into the first criminal trial began on Nov 27 in the Prymorsky District Court with
the first problems of a practical nature. The modestly-sized courtroom was unsuited for
a high-profile case involving 24 defendants (10 of whom are in custody, 9 are on the
run); their legal representatives, victims and the latter’s representatives; convoy
officers; the prosecution and panel of judges.
Sergei Dibrov from the publication Dumskaya.net , writes that everybody had just about
squeezed in when it became clear that the defendants could not be brought in to the area
behind bars for those on trial. The court therefore asked those present, in the first
instance, journalists to leave in order to bring the defendants in.
That wasted 50 minutes, then it transpired that there no microphones in the room
meaning that it was hard to pick up even the people’s names.
The comedy with moving people in order to get defendants in and out was repeated
because the judges went into the consulting chamber to consider an application by one of
the defendants, a Russian national, for the withdrawal of the panel of judges.
Dibrov points out that yet again it was the journalists who were removed, and stresses
that according to the Criminal Procedure Code journalists have the right in first instance,
together with the families of the accused and victims to be present at court hearings.
“Therefore the obvious dissatisfaction among several members of the panel of judges at
the presence of journalists arouses, at very least, surprise.
Given the fact that the defendants are charged with organizing mass-scale disturbances,
and the number of deaths, it was obvious that a large number of people would wish to
attend. A larger hall clearly needed to be provided.
Later, the hearing scheduled for Dec 3 did not take place with the case being passed to
the Odessa Regional Court of Appeal to have its jurisdiction changed. Dumskaya quotes
judge Anatoly Derus for the information and says that the case will be considered by a
different court. A lawyer representing one of the defendants explained that the court had
turned to the higher instance court because it is under pressure from various sides which
could result in a miscarriage of justice.
The defendants
It is probably unfortunate that one side – the pro-federalist [anti-Maidan] activists – is
being tried first, especially with the case against one pro-Ukrainian unity activist not even
completed, and no sign of any prosecutions over events at the Trade Union building on
Kulikovo Pole where the fire took place.
20 pro-federalist activists from Narodnaya Druzhyna;
Pravoslavnoye Kazachestvo are on trial.

Odesskaya Druzhyna and

Three men are accused of having organized the attack mid-afternoon on a peaceful proUkrainian unity demonstration in the centre of Odessa. Sergei Dolzhenkov is in custody,
however the other two – Artem Davydenko and Vitaly Budko [‘Botsman’] are on the run
– in Russia, the Crimea or in the area under Kremlin-backed militant control in Donbas.

The investigators believe that those individuals, having received funding from former
members of the authorities, planned mass disturbances in order to destabilize the
situation in Odessa and the oblast, seize administrative and other buildings, including the
armoury of the Interior Ministry university where a large number of Kalashnikov rifles are
held.
They are accused of having led a group of around 500 pro-federalist or ‘anti-Maidan’
individuals geared up for fighting who attacked the march by the pro-Ukrainian activists
and football fans.
The case of one pro-Ukrainian activist – Sergei Khodiyak – has been separated from
those, and the investigation is not yet complete.
There is also a separate case over the events on Kulkovo Pole and fire at the Trade Union
building which claimed the lives of 42 pro-federalism activists.
The SBU [Security Service] and Prosecutor General’s Office are also carrying out
investigations with the latter’s in particular looking at the role that police officers played
in the tragedy.
Sergei Khodiyak
The investigators accuse Khodiyak of shooting at pro-federalist opponents on
Grecheskaya Square [Greek Square] using a hunting rifle and of injuring at least six
people – police officers, pro-federalists and journalists. One person later died of his
injuries.
The pro-Ukrainian unity activist was placed under house arrest on May 20.
Dumskaya.net, however, reported seeing him on Nov 18 watching a court hearing and
tackled the police over this. The police responded by saying that house arrest cannot be
extended beyond 6 months, hence all restrictions against Khodiyak have been lifted.
This may be the case but it cannot fail to raise eyebrows given that 10 of the defendants
are in custody and the charges against Khodiyak are serious.
Countering the ‘massacre’ narrative
The claims that ‘radical nationalists’ deliberately trapped people inside the Trade Union
building and set it alight have been made since the day of the events, especially by
Kremlin-loyal media, and show no sign of abating. The events that led up to the tragedy
on Kulikovo Pole are either ignored, or blamed on the pro-Ukrainian activists and football
fans.
The facts are against them.
Video footage and independent reports, including from the UN Human Rights Monitoring
Mission, confirm that it was the pro-federalist activists who attacked a peaceful march.
Most of those shot dead were pro-Ukrainian activists.
There is strong evidence that the claims that activists fled for their lives into the Trade
Union building are largely inaccurate. Many of the activists were already in the Trade
Union building where barricades had been erected well in advance. There were also
activists shooting at pro-Ukrainian activists from the roof and from one of the floors.
Those outside had no idea that there were so many people (up to 400) in the building.

A number of those below began frantically trying to rescue people as soon as it became
clear that the building was on fire and the main exit blocked.
There is no evidence for the most outrageous claims (including that people who escaped
were then beaten to death). There were a few highly inadequate reactions from
individuals but they were not the norm, and were confined to rough treatment of people
who had escaped themselves.
The Russian propaganda machine has a vested interest in pushing the ‘massacre’ line but
it will keep running up against the facts. The victims of the fire died because the fire
brigade which is just around the corner took 40 minutes to arrive. There are also
multiple questions over the behaviour of some police officers.
See: Manufacturing international outrage over an Odessa Massacre that never was
A more comprehensive account, with evidence from video footage, etc. can be found in
the following texts:
Odessa "Massacre" Propaganda vs. the Facts
Dangerous silence over police role in Odessa May 2 events

Crimea: Human rights in decline
Serious abuses in Russian-cccupied region of Ukraine
HRW (17.11.2014) http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/11/17/crimea-human-rights-decline
Russian and local authorities have severely curtailed human rights protections in Crimea
since Russia began its occupation of the peninsula in February 2014. The report, based
on recent, on-the-ground research in Crimea, describes the human rights consequences
of the extension of Russian law and policy to Crimea since the occupation. Russia has
violated multiple obligations it has as an occupying power under international
humanitarian law – in particular in relation to the protection of civilians’ rights, Human
Rights Watch found.
The 37-page report, “Rights in Retreat: Abuses in Crimea,” and accompanying video
document the intimidation and harassment of Crimea residents who oppose Russia’s
actions in Crimea, in particular Crimean Tatars, as well as activists and journalists. The
authorities have failed to rein in abuses by paramilitary groups implicated in serious
human rights abuses, including enforced disappearances of pro-Ukrainian activists and
others perceived as critical of Russia. The authorities have compelled Crimea residents
who were Ukrainian citizens either to become Russian citizens or, if they reject Russian
citizenship, to be deemed foreigners in Crimea, removing any guarantee against any
future potential expulsion.
“As the world’s attention has been on the hostilities in eastern Ukraine, rights abuses in
Crimea have surged,” said Yulia Gorbunova, Europe and Central Asia researcher at
Human Rights Watch. “Under various pretexts, such as combating extremism, the
authorities have been persecuting people who dared to openly voice criticism of Russia’s
actions on the peninsula.”
The report is based on 42 interviews with members of the Crimean Tatar community,
activists, journalists, lawyers, and others, which took place in Crimea, Kiev, Lviv, and

Moscow. On November 6, Human Rights Watch sent letters summarizing key findings and
concerns to the de facto authorities in Crimea.
Other countries and international organizations should not let the human rights decline in
Crimea fall off their agenda, Human Rights Watch said. They should press members of
the United Nations Security Council to adopt a resolution urging the full implementation
of recommendations regarding the situation in Crimea contained in reports on Ukraine by
the UN Human Rights Monitoring Mission in Ukraine. They should also press for
immediate and unfettered access to Crimea for relevant human rights mechanisms of the
UN, the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), and the Council of
Europe, as well as access for the OSCE’s Special Monitoring Mission to establish a
permanent presence in Crimea to operate and report freely.
Russia and the de facto authorities in Crimea should allow access for human rights
monitors from these bodies to monitor human rights in the territory.
Russia, together with the authorities in Crimea, has invoked Russia’s vaguely worded and
overly broad anti-extremism legislation to issue multiple “anti-extremist warnings” to the
Mejlis, the Crimean Tatar representative body, Human Rights Watch said. Such warnings
can be the precursor to shutting down Mejlis as well as to potential criminal prosecution
against its individual members. The authorities have searched dozens of private homes of
Crimean Tatars and conducted invasive, and in some cases unwarranted, searches of
mosques and Islamic schools to look for “drugs, weapons, and prohibited literature.”
In accordance with Russia’s position of applying its federal laws in Crimea, Russia has set
a January 2015 deadline by which media outlets in Crimea must re-register under
Russian law. Local authorities have harassed pro-Ukraine and Crimean Tatar media
outlets, searched their offices, shut some down, and threatened others with closure.
Russia’s Federal Security Service and the Crimea prosecutor’s office have issued
warnings to leading Crimean Tatar media outlets not to publish “extremist materials” and
threatened editors that the outlets will not be allowed to re-register unless they change
their “anti-Russian” editorial line.
Crimean residents who wish to remain Ukrainian citizens are now treated as foreigners in
their own home territory, Human Rights Watch said. They had only one month to decide
whether to take Russian citizenship or face adverse consequences. Those who wanted to
retain their Ukrainian citizenship faced substantial barriers to completing the process,
and the process of obtaining permanent residence status was not automatic.
As Ukrainian nationals, they will be barred from holding government and municipal jobs
and treated as foreign migrants in their own country. Men of conscription age who
acquired Russian citizenship, whether through choice or default, will be subject to
Russian mandatory military service requirements.
“Russia is not really offering people a choice of citizenship but forcing civilians under its
control to choose between taking Russian citizenship or facing discrimination and worse,”
Gorbunova said. “This is a serious violation of international law and is in reality no choice
at all.”
Under the 1949 Geneva Conventions, territory is considered “occupied” when it comes
under the control or authority of foreign armed forces, whether partially or entirely,
without the consent of the domestic government. This is a factual determination, and the
reasons or motives that lead to the occupation or are the basis for continued occupation
are irrelevant. Russia’s presence and effective control over Crimea, in the face of
Ukrainian opposition and objection, constitutes a belligerent occupation, and the UN
recognizes Crimea as part of Ukraine.

In keeping with its longstanding policy on laws of armed conflict, Human Rights Watch
remains neutral on the military occupation of another country and therefore does not
take a position on Russia’s occupation of Crimea. However, Human Rights Watch seeks to
ensure that international laws governing the conduct of war and occupation are
respected.
Under applicable international humanitarian law, an occupying power is forbidden from
seeking to make a permanent change to the demographics of the occupied territory and
from compelling the inhabitants of an occupied territory to swear allegiance to the
occupying power or to serve in its armed or auxiliary forces, as well as from engaging in
any “pressure or propaganda which aims at securing voluntary enlistment.” The
occupying power has to maintain the laws in force in the territory at the time of
occupation and cannot modify, suspend, or replace them with its own legislation unless it
is absolutely prevented from doing so.
Russia is an occupying power as it exercises effective control in Crimea without the
consent of the government of Ukraine, and there has been no legally recognized transfer
of sovereignty to Russia.
“There has been a broad international outcry about Crimea,” Gorbunova said. “But it
hasn’t been enough to stop abuses. More needs to be done, and the world needs to keep
a very close eye on what is happening in Crimea.”

Ukraine In-Depth: On volunteer battalions
EU Observer (10.10.2014) http://blogs.euobserver.com/zarembo/2014/10/10/ukrainein-depth-on-volunteer-battalions/ - I would like to address the issue of Ukraine’s
volunteer battalions (VBs) which are fighting in the unproclaimed war between Russia
and Ukraine. We at IWP have been frequently approached by Western analysts and
journalists with a request to clarify their legal premises, goal and mission. Unfortunately,
so far the Western media have been dominated by the Russian propaganda rather than
facts regarding the VBs.
There are roughly 50 000 fighters taking part in the Antiterrorist operation (ATO) in the
East. Out of them, 7000 are constituted by the VBs. While the purpose and legal base of
the VBs may seem obscure to a foreign observer, inside Ukraine their formation was
generally welcomed. Indeed, when the partial conscription was announced, many
potential conscripts tried to avoid it. In contrast, the volunteer fighters did not need a
special command to stand up and protect their motherland from the Russian aggression.
During the years of independence the Ukrainian Army was methodically destructed by
the authorities. Few of them took any potential military threats seriously, hence the
military budget decreased from year to year. In the last years Ukraine’s defence budget
amounted to 1,1-1,2 % of GDP, which only covered 20-40% of the necessary minimum.
The Army accounted for less than a half of these money. And even these resources were
the object of corruption. Needless to say, the troops’ morale was low. The Army only
attracted either those few who felt military to be their vocation or, usually, those poor
who could not afford to pay a bribe in order to avoid the conscription.
In these circumstances people who volunteered to fight only evoked admiration and
gratitude of Ukraine’s citizens. Indeed, the first National Guard battalions were at the
frontline while the state was mobilizing what was left of the existing Army.

Who gives orders?
The legal premises of the VBs are indeed murky. However, the volunteer combatants are
not outlaws. With several exceptions, they follow the command of the National Guard,
the Ministry of Defence or the Ministry of Interior. Some of them – those under the
Ministry of Defence – were mobilized through conscription, however, volunteers could
also join. Others were formed based on the decision of Minister of Interior Arsen Avakov.
Even those several VBs which are indeed under no jurisdiction of an official Ukrainian
state body coordinate their actions with state military units in the war zone.
The truth is that there is no law on the VBs which would provide them with a legal status
and clarify their mission once the war is over. Also, they receive no money from the state
and subsist on private donations which naturally reduces their accountability to the state
bodies.
Mission
Importantly, the VBs were essentially formed for a kind of a police mission in Donbas.
When the conflict escalated and Russia openly invaded Ukraine, they ended up taking
part in heavy warfare.
Image and ideology
Regardless of whether the VBs will take their place in Ukraine’s regular army once the
war is over, they have created a totally new positive image of Ukraine’s military and
boosted the sense of national pride and patriotism. While before 2014 speaking of
Ukraine’s army provoked shame and sorrow, Ukrainians do so now with pride and
empathy.
Supporting Ukraine’s military became one more nation-uniting factor. Many Ukrainians
are engaged in volunteer fundraising activities, since in many cases state budget is
incapable of providing the troops with basic necessities, let alone modern weapons. It is
also extremely important that many volunteer combatants hail from the East of Ukraine,
which refutes the allegation that Ukraine’s patriotism and nation-building efforts only
come from its Western parts.
The fact that some (in fact, few) VBs include the members or are even led by people with
ultranationalist views, is unfortunate – but only because this situation is a convenient
target of Russian propaganda. The VBs have no ideology as such. The views of some VB
members can be no means be amounted to the common ideology behind a battalion. The
“Azov” battalion was mainly formed by people who were members of Avtomaidan*. Some
observers claim that Andriy Biletskyi headed the battalion because of his ties to Arsen
Avakov, others attribute it to his group’s effective fighting with separatists. However, his
political views seem to have no connection with “Azov” military activity. The fact that he,
alongside other VB commanders and fighters, made it to the list of the parliamentary
candidates, only illustrates the popularity of the fighters with general public. Ironically,
the parties hope to get extra votes for the courage of their candidates, not their political
views.
Naturally, the situation with the VBs is not black and white. As an ad hoc grassroot
movement with no clear selection procedure, it attracts different people – professionals
and beginners, liberal and conservative, educated or not. The majority of them learn by
doing. Undoubtedly, their actions must be governed and judged by the rule of law.
That said, their apprearance shows that the Ukrainian nation is more mature than
anyone, the nation included, had thought it to be.

*Mobile anti-government movement which appeared during the Euromaidan events in
Kyiv.

Oct. 26 parliamentary election puts Ukraine's democracy
to another test
Kyiv Post (02.10.2014) - After successfully holding a presidential election on May 25
even as Russia occupied Crimea and was instigating war in the east, Ukraine will on Oct.
26 hold a snap parliamentary election. The vote will exclude millions of voters in war-torn
Donbas and, of course, Crimea.
Mykhailo Okhendovsky, the Central Election Commission head, said on Sept.30 that
elections may not be held in 10 out of 21 single-mandate districts in Donetsk Oblast and
7 out of 11 districts in Luhansk Oblast. Donetsk and Luhansk regions, before the war,
were home to nearly 15 percent of Ukraine’s population, or more than 6.6 million people.
The off-limits districts are controlled by Kremlin-backed separatists or have become a
battlefield between Ukrainian troops and the Russian proxies.
Combined with the 12 single-mandate districts in Crimea now under Russian control, the
new parliament may be missing 29 representatives in the 450-seat body, meaning voters
in areas with more than 5 million people will be disenfranchised, if the population of
Crimea is included.
Half of Ukraine’s parliament is elected from party lists, the other half in single-mandate
districts.
The Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe’s Office for Democratic
Institutions and Human Rights (OSCE/ODIHR) has already deployed 80 long-term
observers to all regions of Ukraine, excluding Crimea, and plans to request 600 more to
monitor the Election Day voting.
No one, however, has been sent to Donetsk or Luhansk oblasts yet, according to Tana de
Zulueta, head of mission to Ukraine.
“It’s an election in which a number of single mandate constituencies are destined to
stand empty. That is regrettable from the point of view of the voters and future
parliament,” de Zulueta told the Kyiv Post. “We don’t know how much observation we will
be able to carry out in (Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts). We are standing ready to do what
the security situation permits.”
But security is not the only concern of the mission. The mixed system of proportional and
single-mandate constituencies – also in place during the 1998, 2002 and 2012
parliamentary elections – is not entirely in line with OSCE recommendations, de Zulueta
said.
The mission’s 2012 report on parliamentary elections noted that through the mixed
electoral system a “large number of party-nominated and independent candidates, some
of whom were linked to wealthy businesspeople, competed at the district level, while at
the national level, some parties represented in parliament did not nominate candidate
lists, due to the increased threshold (from 3 to 5 percent).”

Ukraine’s parliament has since failed to vote for changes. Changing the system would be
unfavorable for the current government, just as it was for the previous one, Vitaliy Bala,
director of Situations Modeling Agency said. Deputies elected in single-mandate
constituencies will be used to create the majority in parliament according to Bala.
Using a mixed electoral system where there is no possibility to conduct elections leaves
the government open to accusations of holding non-democratic elections, Bala said. “To
say that two million people didn’t take part in elections is a substantial argument while,
with open party lists, this could be avoided,” Bala said.
The residents of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts theoretically will be able to vote in any
other region of Ukraine, but they can’t vote for single-mandate candidates that way.
Andriy Mahera, deputy head of Central Election Commission, expects at least 400
deputies to be elected. “Parliament is legitimate when at least 2/3 of it is elected. In
1994, we had 388 deputies elected, which is even less than expected now,” Mahera said.

Targeting the Crimean Tatar Mejlis as pro-Russian
euphoria fades in Crimea
Human Rights in Ukraine (19.09.2014)
http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1411135890 - Russia’s foreign minister Sergei
Lavrov recently asserted that the Crimean Tatar people have received what they couldn’t
have dreamt of within Ukraine”. Lavrov was unusually close to the truth since in their
worst nightmares Crimean Tatars could not have imagined the violations of their rights
seen since Russia annexed their homeland.
Lavrov noted that “some” of the Mejlis or representative assembly were unhappy with
what he calls the ‘reunification’ of the Crimea to Russia. A week later it is clear that
rather than “removing the issues causing constant tension between Crimean Tatars and
the rest of the population”, the occupation regime is in fact trying to crush the current
Mejlis and eliminate other voices of dissent to Russian occupation.
More than six months after annexation, it is increasingly difficult for the occupation
regime to blame a supposed ‘Kyiv junta’ for the Crimea’s socio-economic woes. Just as in
Soviet times, new enemies are required to explain why the promised ‘glorious future’ is
stubbornly refusing to materialize. Some of the tactics used, especially the abuse of
anti-extremism law, are also clearly designed to create a ‘them’ and ‘us’ mentality, with
the predominantly Muslim Crimean Tatars the main, although not only, target
It started with a Ukrainian flag
Overt pressure on Crimean Tatars and the Mejlis began on April 22 with the 5-year
effective exile from his homeland imposed on veteran Crimean Tatar leader Mustafa
Dzhemiliev. This came two days after the 71-year-old former Soviet political prisoner
and Ukrainian MP, on his first return to Simferopol since annexation, insisted that the
Ukrainian flag be reinstated over the Mejlis building. Despite vandal attacks, violence
and threats of prosecution for supposed ‘extremism’ and ‘incitement to inter-ethnic
enmity, it flew there together with the Crimean Tatar flag throughout all these months.

Russia’s attempts to legitimize aggression via pseudo elections have thus far proved
futile. Its use of fascist and neo-Nazi politicians as ‘western observers’ of the March 16
‘referendum’ fooled only those fed solely on Russian propaganda. Neither that so-called
‘referendum’ nor the ‘elections’ on Sept 14 have been recognized by the international
community.
The low turn-out cannot only have been because of the Mejlis’s call for a boycott, and if
the crackdown has come immediately after the elections it may also be because the
occupation regime no longer sees any reason to watch its step.
Mustafa Dzhemiliev is convinced that the repression will continue since the authorities
are set on creating a ‘tame’ Mejlis, and cannot succeed.
Two Mejlis leaders – Dzhemiliev and the current head, Refat Chubarov have been banned
for 5 years, as has an adviser to the Mejlis, Ismet Yuksel. A number of Mejlis members
have been harassed and detained either leaving or returning from mainland Ukraine on
Mejlis business.
Just hours after the voting ended in the Sept 14 elections, three armed men carried out a
well-coordinated attack on the Mejlis building in which they simply pulled down the
Ukrainian flag. The Mejlis put it back up again the following morning. On Sept 15 the
FSB and armed men in military uniform blocked the Mejlis and carried out an 11-hour
search of the entire building. The next day, bailiffs arrived and gave the Crimea Fund 24
hours to vacate the entire building.
The declared grounds for the search had nothing to do with the so-called writ and it was
effectively impossible to fight such overt lawlessness. The Mejlis began moving out on
Thursday, yet the bailiffs still fined the owner of the building – Riza Shevkiyev and the
Crimea Fund 50 thousand roubles for not fully vacating the building within the original 24
hours. All the Mejlis’ property, documents, etc. have been removed and the building
sealed. In a related move the prosecutor’s office is seeking through the court to get
Mustafa Dzhemiliev removed from the list of founders of the Crimea Fund through
Simferopol’s district court. This might mean that they will not liquidate the Fund, but
rather try to seize control over it.
Old methods
Russia has assiduously foisted certain stereotypes in its attempt to justify aggression.
Against Ukraine as a whole, it has tried to present EuroMaidan and then the Kyiv
government as ‘fascist’. Against the Crimean Tatars they are bandying around
accusations of ‘extremism’. Russian ‘anti-extremism’ legislation is, of course, a brilliant
weapon since it can cover just about any opposition to those in power.
If the first warning about ‘extremism’ issued to the Mejlis newspaper ‘Avdet’ was because
of such unkind terms as ‘annexation’ and ‘occupation’, the prosecutor saw a second
demonstration of ‘extremism’ in its reporting the Mejlis’ call to boycott the Sept 14
elections.
There is certainly no sign of a let-up in the series of searches, usually by armed men in
masks, carried out recently of private homes, mosques and schools. Quite the contrary
since the Crimean ministry of education has just issued an order that all schools be
searched for ‘extremist literature’ and prohibited books. It would be good if they could
leave their machine guns at home, but optimism is not high.
The armed searches are extremely worrying and it unfortunately seems likely that the
occupation regime may be planning arrests or even a show trial as they have attempted

with Crimean film director Oleg Sentsov and three other opponents of Russian
occupation.
There may also be another cynical motive for the escalation. Hate speech, especially
directed against Crimean Tatars, was long common in the Crimea and fuelled by various
pro-Russian political forces for their own ends.
In previous years there was an
underlying venal motive linked with corruption over land and unwillingness to resolve the
problems which Crimean Tatars faced on returning after years in forced exile. One
especially notorious article by Natalya Astakhova was even entitled “Brought by the
Wind” [a play on the title in Russian of Margaret Mitchell’s Gone with the Wind] and used
standard techniques to elicit negative feelings about the Crimean Tatars.
Lavrov claimed in the above-mentioned interview that Russia’s annexation of the Crimea
had been necessary. “Our country prevented bloodshed, it stopped a repeat of Maidan
and the war which later erupted in the South East”.
The Russian foreign minister is considerably further from the truth here, but most
importantly these excuses will do little to explain away the difficulties Crimean residents
are now experiencing and which will not get better.
In these conditions, a scapegoat is often sought and the Crimean Tatars as a people were
often targeted before by politicians and media from the pro-Russian camp. They are
likely to now be viewed as a convenient aim because of their strong opposition to Russian
rule. Although, of course, with ‘extremist’ increasingly used about anybody who opposes
Russian occupation, the range of such ‘enemies’ seems set to widen.

No equality of languages in the Crimea
Human Rights in Ukraine (18.09.2014)
http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1410652970 - Despite the assurances given by
Russia when it annexed the Crimea and the fact that there are three state languages –
Ukrainian, Russian and Crimean Tatar, the time assigned to each in Crimean schools is
totally disproportionate, the Crimean News Agency [QHA] reports. While school students
have a Russian language lesson once a day, Ukrainian and Crimean Tatar in the absolute
majority of Crimean schools are marginalized – often as an optional course or not at all.
In exceptional cases Crimean Tatar or Ukrainian are part of the curriculum, but with one
or two hours maximum a week. Russian legislation stipulates that where Russian is the
language of tuition, a child’s native language should be allocated 3 hours a week.
According to Lemara Selendili, associate professor of the department of Crimean Tatar
Language and Literature at the Tavrida National University and former deputy Crimean
minister of education, heads of schools are making use of the fact that parents are not
familiar with the Russian law on education. They simply opt for the first version of the
curriculum with Russian tuition and without the study of the children’s native (Crimean
Tatar) language.
Since all schools in the Crimea have children whose native language is Ukrainian or
Crimean Tatar, the schools are obliged to follow the second version of the curriculum.
This involves 3 Ukrainian or Crimean Tatar lessons a week in the elementary grades, and
then study of both the language and literature as regional component from the fifth to
the ninth grades.

Selendili strongly advises parents to make applications for their children to be taught
according to this version of the curriculum.
However QHA notes that such applications often have no impact, with Crimean Tatar and
Ukrainian languages being offered as ‘extracurricular activities’. This was the case, for
example, in School No. 2 in Pervomaiskoye. The parents of 9 Crimean Tatar children
applied for their kids to have Crimean Tatar taught as a subject. Despite the fact that
only 8 children were needed for this to be compulsory, the school ignored the
applications and only offer Crimean Tatar as an optional course.
The same situation is seen throughout the Crimea except in the 16 Crimean Tatar
national schools.

Crimean Tatar Mejlis given 24 hours to leave
Human Rights in Ukraine (18.09.2014)
http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1410985865 - If any Crimean Tatar had hoped
that fears about Russia’s occupation of their homeland were unfounded, hope died on
Sept 17. The Mejlis, or representative body of the Crimean Tatar People has been given
24 hours to ‘vacate’ their headquarters in Simferopol. Associations with the Deportation
when all Crimean Tatars were given just half an hour to prepare for exile are perhaps
exaggerated, however the reminders of Soviet repression are increasing by the day.
The occupation regime has formally targeted the Crimea Fund charitable organization
which owns the relevant building on Schmidt St, however their real aim is clearly the
Mejlis.
According to a court writ read out on Sept 17 to the head of the Crimea Fund and
member of the Mejlis, Riza Shevkiyev, the building must be ‘evacuated’ within 24
hours. If it is not, all property will be seized and nobody will be allowed to enter.
The official grounds cited for the move are a writ issued by the Central District Court of
Simferopol on Sept 15 (case № 2-1688/14).
This document prohibits the charity from carrying out any of its powers as owner of the
Mejlis headquarters and six other addresses, including its right to lease or sell the
properties. If the Fund fails to comply with this court order, it could face criminal
prosecution.
This surreal writ has been issued “to defend the interests of an unspecified circle of
individuals” in a law suit against the Crimea Fund. These mysterious individuals’
“interests’ are to be further protected by the Crimea Fund’s bank accounts in
Vladimkombank being frozen. The Fund is prohibited from opening new accounts.
Shevkiyev refused to sign that he had read any of the documents presented saying that
he has never been informed of any debt incurred by him or the Fund. Mustafa
Dzhemiliev, veteran Crimean Tatar leader prohibited from returning to his homeland in
April this year, called it an attack by bandits. He poured scorn over the so-called court
writ saying that the judge who purportedly issued it has been on leave for some time.
The move came after the major operation on Tuesday during which armed men blocked
access to the Mejlis building, while the FSB spent 11 hours searching the building. It

seems likely that they were hoping to find something ‘incriminating’, and having failed to
do so, chose another line of attack.
The building on Schmidt St houses the Mejlis, the editorial offices of its official newspaper
Avdet and the offices of the charity. Shevkiyev explained to the Radio Svoboda Crimean
Service that there is clearly no possibility of evacuating the premises in the space of 24
hours. Yet by not leaving, they give the occupation regime the official grounds for
seizing and occupying the building.
Shevkiyev links the development with the low turnout at the ‘elections’ organized on Sept
14 to the Crimean parliament and local bodies. The Mejlis had called on Crimean Tatars
and all Crimeans concerned about the grave rights violations since Russia’s annexation,
and Crimean Tatar rights in particular, to boycott the elections. The call was clearly
headed in full. No western government, incidentally, has recognized the ‘elections’.
Shekiyev believes that the Crimean Tatars are to be used as a scapegoat, presented as
the source of the ills facing the Crimea and as an enemy element, with repressive
measures against them stepped up.
This may be an additional reason, however the offensive against Crimean Tatars – and
others who oppose Russian occupation - began considerably earlier and has been
escalating over recent months.
For a second day searches have been carried out in a large number of Crimean Tatar
homes, as well as prosecutor’s office checks of various institutions. Such searches began
back in May, however the scale over the last two days is unprecedented.
On Sept 16 armed men carried out a search of the home of Eskender Bariyev, member of
the Mejlis and removed computer technology. Bariyev says that men with machine guns
burst into his home at around 6.30 on Tuesday, and then began searching the flat. The
intruders saw no need to modify their behaviour or hide their machine guns despite the
fact that Bariyev’s wife and small children were present.
They claimed to be looking for weapons, ammunition and prohibited literature as part of
a criminal investigation into the events on May 3, however did not provide any court
order
Another search was carried out in the home of the head of the Belgorod Regional Mejlis.,
Mustafa Asaba.
On Sept 17 armed men also carried out searches of at least four Crimean Tatar homes in
the village of Kolychugino outside Simferopol. The events on May 3 were once again
cited as a pretext, as well as a domestic incident which took place several months ago.
Six police cars and one GAZel carrying men with machine guns appeared in the village.
The searches themselves, purportedly looking for weapons, drugs and ‘prohibited
literature’ lasted from 2-3 hours.
There was also a search on Wednesday of a mosque in the Simferopol suburb of
Fontany. Shevket Bekirov, head of the Fontany mejlis says that people from the
Prosecutor’s office were checking whether believers in the mosque take part in salat, or
ritual prayer and whether they are involved in ‘extremism’.
The check was carried out during prayers. Three books on the large list of books that the
Russian authorities for reasons of varying levels of plausibility deem to be ‘extremist’
were removed and five others taken away for ‘checking’.

A telling example of where the occupation regime is looking for ‘extremism’ was
demonstrated in one other search on Wednesday, this being of a school with Crimean
Tatar tuition in Zuya, Belgorodsky district.
The searches are clearly aimed at intimidating Crimean Tatars, and destroying the Mejlis
which has from the outset opposed Russian occupation and stressed that the Crimean
Tatars are in their own homeland – Ukrainian Crimea.
The Mejlis is currently holding legal consultations to determine its next move. Given
such an ominous escalation in open repression against the indigenous people of the
Crimea, the need for support from western countries in more than mere words of ‘deep
concern’ is self-evident.

'Annexation of Crimea cast shame on my country', said
Russian veteran human rights defender
KHPG (08.09.2014) - http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1410125981 - Veteran
human rights defender Lyudmila Alexeyeva has issued a statement following claims that
she gave an interview expressing approval of Russia's annexation of the Crimea.
"I have said on many occasions and repeat that I am convinced the seizure of Crimea
cast shame on my country. It was a disgraceful act in respect to brotherly Ukraine which
is going through difficult times. A good neighbour should help their neighbour to get
through difficulties and not use them to benefit at their expense. People should behave
like this and countries. In the modern world it is shameful and stupid to be an occupier.
You need to reach agreement, not fight.
No less than before Ukraine, we are guilty with respect to the Crimean Tatars, the
indigenous people of the Crimea. They have every reason to not wish to be in Russia
which is the successor to the USSR where in 1944 on Stalin's order, they experienced a
terrible tragedy - the exile of the entire people from the Crimea to the eastern Soviet
republics.
I am a Russian citizen and I cannot waive responsibility for the behaviour of my country,
both with respect to its neighbours and to its own citizens.
I demand that all publications that published, even if referring to other sources,
information claiming that I support 'Crimea is ours' remove this false information and
publish my statement. I am warning that I will take any that do not comply with this
demand to court for defamation and libel."

Russia says detained Estonian police officer is a spy
Moscow holds Eston Kohver for 'undercover intelligence mission' but Tallinn
says he was investigating cross-border crime
The Guardian (07.09.2014) http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/sep/07/russiaestonia-police-spying-intelligence-eston-kohver - Russia claims it detained an Estonian
policeman for "intelligence gathering", but Tallinn has accused Moscow of abducting him.

The Estonian officer, Eston Kohver, was placed behind bars after a Moscow court
approved his arrest, heightening tensions between European Union member Estonia and
its powerful neighbour.
Russian state television on Saturday showed the grim-faced and handcuffed policeman
being led into court by masked security officers.
Russia's FSB security service said in a statement it had detained Kohver in north-western
Russia, close to the Estonian border, on Friday as he attempted to carry out an
"undercover operation".
But prosecutors in Talinn said Kohver was abducted at gunpoint from Estonian territory
by Russians who detonated a smoke grenade and jammed radio communications. They
said he had been investigating cross-border crime.
The FSB said Kohver was found in possession of a pistol, ammunition, €5,000 (£3,970),
"special equipment to carry out covert recording" and "materials that seem to be
assignments for an intelligence-gathering mission".
It claimed Kohver works for Estonia's security police, which oversees internal security
and intelligence. "Kohver has been detained and the necessary investigative work is
being carried out," the FSB said.
Russian television aired video footage of the evidence provided by the FSB, suggesting
authorities in Moscow want to play up the incident.
Kohver's arrest came just two days after a landmark visit by Barack Obama to Tallinn,
aimed at reassuring jittery Baltic states of his country's commitment to their security as
Nato allies in the face of Russia's role in the Ukraine crisis.

Mounting evidence of war crimes and Russian
involvement
Amnesty
International
(07.09.2014)
http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/ukrainemounting-evidence-war-crimes-and-russian-involvement-2014-09-05 - Ukrainian militia
and separatist forces are responsible for war crimes, Amnesty International said today.
The organisation accused Russia of fuelling separatist crimes as it revealed satellite
images indicating a build-up of Russian armour and artillery in eastern Ukraine.
Despite a fragile cease-fire, the situation on the ground remains fraught with danger and
Amnesty International calls on all parties, including Russia, to stop violations of the laws
of war.
"All sides in this conflict have shown disregard for civilian lives and are blatantly violating
their international obligations," said Salil Shetty, Amnesty International's Secretary
General, who travels to Kyiv and Moscow in the coming days.
"Our evidence shows that Russia is fuelling the conflict, both through direct interference
and by supporting the separatists in the East. Russia must stop the steady flow of
weapons and other support to an insurgent force heavily implicated in gross human
rights violations."

Amnesty International researchers on the ground in eastern Ukraine have documented
incidents of indiscriminate shelling, abductions, torture, and killings.
The Kremlin has repeatedly denied any involvement in the fighting in Ukraine, but
satellite imagery and testimony gathered by the organization provide compelling
evidence that the fighting has burgeoned into what Amnesty International now considers
an international armed conflict.
The images show new artillery positions being established just inside the Ukrainian
border between 13 and 29 August, including what appear to be 122-mm Howitzer D-30
artillery units in firing positions pointed toward the west. Two of the positions have a
support vehicle and what looks like bunkers. On 29 August, six armoured amphibious
vehicles (likely BRDM-2s) can be seen.
Another similar artillery position can be seen in a field northeast of the first, also within
Ukrainian territory. Imagery from 26 August 2014 shows six relatively advanced selfpropelled howitzers (likely 2S19 Msta-S 152-mm) in firing positions facing southwest at
Ukrainian army locations.
Between 26 and 29 August 2014 the artillery has been moved into a west facing firing
position still within Ukraine. On August 29 the imagery shows what look like numerous
military vehicles in the area along the tree line and in the neighboring field.
"These satellite images, coupled with reports of Russian troops captured inside Ukraine
and eyewitness accounts of Russian troops and military vehicles rolling across the border,
leave no doubt that this is now an international armed conflict," said Shetty.
Amnesty International researchers on the ground in eastern Ukraine interviewed
eyewitnesses fleeing from fighting near Alechevsk, Donetsk, Kramatorsk, Krasny Luch,
Lisichansk, Lugansk, Rubeznoe, Pervomaisk and Slovyansk. Researchers also interviewed
Ukrainian refugees in the Rostov region of Russia.
Civilians from these areas told Amnesty International that the Ukrainian government
forces subjected their neighbourhoods to heavy shelling. Their testimonies suggest that
the attacks were indiscriminate and may amount to war crimes. Witnesses also said that
separatist fighters abducted, tortured, and killed their neighbours.
In an illustrative incident, residents of Slovyansk told Amnesty International that
separatist fighters kidnapped a local pastor, two of his sons and two churchgoers, and
requested a US$50,000 ransom for their release. By the time the local community
managed to collect the requested ransom, the witnesses said, the captors had killed all of
the men.
Amnesty International has also received credible reports of abductions and beatings
carried out by volunteer battalions operating alongside regular Ukrainian armed forces.
For example, on 23 August a security guard in Oleksandrivka, Luhansk region was seized
by several dozen armed men who arrived in vehicles flying Ukrainian flags. At least one
was marked "Battalion Aidar" (a militia group operating in the Luhansk region).
Witnesses said his captors accused him of collaborating with separatists, beat him with
rifle butts and held him incommunicado until 27 August, when his family were informed
he was being held in another town, in the local office of Ukraine's state security service.
Amnesty International is calling on the Ukrainian authorities to conduct an effective
investigation into allegations of serious violations of international humanitarian law and
bring to justice individuals responsible for war crimes. Commanders and civilian leaders
may also be prosecuted for war crimes as a matter of command responsibility if they

knew or should have known about the crimes and failed to prevent them or punish those
responsible.
"Civilians in Ukraine deserve protection and justice," Salil Shetty said.
"Without a thorough and independent investigation, there's a real risk Ukrainians will
harbour the scars of this war for generations."

Obama calls on Nato to strengthen Ukrainian military
against Russia
Speech on eve of alliance’s summit signals toughening response to Moscow
amid calls for US to arm Ukraine directly
The Guardian (03.09.2014) http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/sep/03/obamanato-support-ukraine-military-russia - Barack Obama used a crucial speech on the eve of
a Nato summit to to call on the alliance to strengthen Ukraine’s military, a move that
signalled a toughening of Washington’s response to Russian aggression.
Delivering the speech on Wednesday in Estonia, the US president accused Moscow of a
“brazen assault” on Ukraine, and said Nato should fortify the defence capabilities of
countries threatened by Moscow.
Obama also emphasised that Nato, a 28-state alliance, should be open to accepting
members in the region as part of a broader strategy to counter Russia.
“Nato must make concrete commitments to help Ukraine modernise and strengthen its
security forces. We must do more to help other Nato partners, including Georgia and
Moldova, strengthen their defences as well,” Obama said.
“And we must reaffirm the principle that has always guided our alliance, for countries
that meet our standards and that can make meaningful contributions to allied security,
the door to Nato membership will remain open.”
Obama is under intense and growing pressure in Washington to provide more substantial
support to Kiev, with some calling on his administration to directly supply the Ukrainian
government with weapons. He held back from that demand in his speech, and was
careful not to say that Nato should become militarily engaged in the conflict.
He also reiterated his administration’s stance that the standoff in Ukraine – where Russia
has annexed the Crimean peninsula and, according to the west, directly aided separatist
rebels in the east of the country – will not be resolved militarily.
Although vague, Obama’s call on Nato to fortify the military capabilities of Ukraine and
other countries – delivered from the Estonian capital, Tallinn, just 200km from Estonia’s
border with Russia – was intended as a firm warning to his Russian counterpart, Vladimir
Putin.
The speech reaffirmed a US commitment to protect Nato member states in the Baltics
that have sizeable ethnic Russian populations. “We’ll be here for Estonia. We’ll be here
for Latvia. We’ll be here for Lithuania,” he said. “You lost your independence once before.
With Nato, you’ll never lose it again.”

Obama and other Nato leaders will meet in Wales on Thursday for one of the most
significant summits in the history of an alliance grappling with how to respond to Putin’s
hostile activities in Ukraine.
Russia has repeatedly denied it is orchestrating separatist rebellions in eastern Ukraine.
On Wednesday, a permanent ceasefire apparently agreed between Ukraine and Russia
appeared to unravel before it had started.
After initially announcing the deal, the Ukrainian president, Petro Poroshenko,
backtracked from the word “permanent”, while Putin said the pair had only discussed a
“ceasefire regime” that he hoped might be in place by the end of the week.
Obama’s speech in Estonia was largely detached from recent developments in the
conflict, as he gave a more discursive assessment of the broader repercussions of this
year’s conflict in Ukraine, a confrontation the White House believes has led to the most
significant clash between Russia and the west since the end of the cold war.
As well as underscoring Nato’s commitments to member states with most to fear from
Russian aggression, Obama also provided backing to those countries, such as Moldova
and Georgia, that are not in the alliance and fear they are particularly susceptible to
further acts of aggression from Putin.
Obama’s call on Nato to strengthen its defences will be a particularly welcome
intervention in those countries, particularly if it is followed by a commitment from
alliance countries at this week’s summit.
Moldova and Georgia fear Putin may take new steps to consolidate or broaden his
influence there. In Georgia, two separatist regions broke away from central government
control following a brief war with Russia in 2008.
Condemning Russia’s recent actions in Ukraine, Obama made veiled comparisons to
fascist movements in Europe, and expressed particular concern over Moscow’s attempts
to use its control of gas supplies in the region as a coercive weapon. “No country should
ever be held hostage to another country that wields energy like a weapon,” he said.
Though making it clear there was no immediate Nato military solution to the crisis in
Ukraine, Obama urged patience, telling the audience in Estonia that they should “not give
in to cynicism”.
“In the face of violence that seems intractable and suffering that seems so intense it is
easy to grow cynical and think that peace and security are beyond our grasp … but do
not give into that cynicism,” he said.
Instead, the US president presented the struggle with Russia as a long-term battle akin
to Soviet occupation during the cold war, and said Estonia and other eastern European
countries should serve as an example to Ukraine.
“You never gave up through a long occupation that tried to break your spirit and crush
your culture,” he said. “Their tanks were no equal to the moral power of your voices.”
He added: “Citizens like nations will never settle for a world where the big are allowed to
bully the small. Sooner or later they fight back. Democracy will win.”

NATO confronts failed policy in Ukraine
USA Today (03.09.2014) http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2014/09/03/natoweighs-response-to-russia-in-ukraine/15035627/ - Going into their NATO summit in
Wales on Thursday, Western leaders are focusing on a failed policy in Ukraine. And so
far, they lack a plan to reverse Russia's aggressive moves to bolster separatists' hold on
eastern Ukraine.
Just two weeks ago, Ukrainian troops appeared poised to wrap up a military offensive
against Russian-backed separatists who'd been fighting an insurgency since April. But the
Ukrainian gains were soon reversed as Russia ignored Western economic sanctions aimed
at deterring its backing for the separatists and instead poured military support into the
rebel cause, according to the Ukraine government and NATO.
On Wednesday, after Ukraine lost ground to a counteroffensive it blamed on Russian
troops and weaponry, Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko indicated he was ready to
accept a cease-fire even though pro-Russian separatists still control two major cities in
eastern Ukraine. Russian President Vladimir Putin, who continues to deny sending troops
or arms into Ukraine, is also signaling interest in a cease-fire.
A truce under these conditions represents a triumph for Putin, according to some
analysts. "A cease-fire is in my view a victory for Russia," said Dmitri Trenin, director of
the Carnegie Moscow Center.
President Obama and other NATO leaders are meeting in Wales on Thursday and Friday
to discuss strategy for countering Russian aggression in Ukraine. One idea they are
considering is a quick-reaction force of a few thousand troops that would defend NATO
countries from Russian aggression.
Ukraine is not a NATO member, so that idea "is going to look quite paltry," says Andrew
Weiss, a Russia expert at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace in
Washington. "The idea there's going to be a neat and tidy resolution before the winter
settles in is becoming more and more illusory. Putin has the biggest stakes, and the most
levers militarily."
Some in Congress believe Obama should do more.
Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman Robert Menendez, D-N.J.,told CNN on
Sunday that the U.S. should provide Ukraine "with the type of defensive weapons that
will impose a cost upon Putin for further aggression."
But the U.S. and other NATO nations have so far ruled out providing weapons to Ukraine
for fear the fighting would escalate into a full-scale war. The U.S. is providing only nonlethal aid, such as food rations, body armor, night-vision goggles and intelligence
support.
Beside the rapid-response force, NATO is considering whether to develop a better
strategy to counter threats of "hybrid warfare" involving irregular or paramilitary fighters.
The U.S. and its allies also are considering stronger economic sanctions that would
further set back Russia's economy. Yet current sanctions have failed to deter Russian
involvement in Ukraine, and many European countries are reluctant to impose harderhitting sanctions that could jeopardize their access to Russian gas supplies that they will
need for heat and electricity through the coming winter.

Putin has proposed a seven-point cease-fire plan that would freeze the conflict with
separatist forces in control of their last strongholds: the cities of Luhansk and Donetsk,
which had been surrounded by Ukrainian troops. The plan calls for an end to Ukrainian
shelling of civilian areas, a Ukrainian pull-back from those cities and creation of
"humanitarian corridors" that would allow aid and Russian reconstruction teams to reach
the separatists, according to Russian state-controlled media.
The plan also would leave a chunk of Ukraine under Russian control, which appears to be
Putin's goal for a cease-fire agreement.
Of everything being considered to counter Putin's moves, Weiss said, "nothing on the
table is strong enough to change Putin's calculus."

Number of displaced inside Ukraine more than doubles
since early August to 260,000
UNHCR (03.09.2014) http://www.unhcr.org/540590ae9.html - The UN refugee agency
said on Tuesday that fighting in eastern Ukraine, in particular around Donetsk, Luhansk
and neighbouring towns, is driving more people from their homes and increasing the
need for humanitarian aid.
Vincent Cochetel, director of UNHCR's Europe Bureau, told journalists in Geneva that the
number of people displaced inside Ukraine had more than doubled in the past four
weeks. UNHCR estimates that 260,000 people were displaced as of Monday, compared to
117,000 in the first week of August.
UN High Commissioner for Refugees António Guterres said the steep rise in the number
of displaced over the past three weeks was a deep concern. "If this crisis is not quickly
stopped, it will have not only devastating humanitarian consequences but it also has the
potential to destabilize the whole region. After the lessons of the Balkans, it is hard to
believe a conflict of these proportions could unfold in the European continent," he said.
Most of the displaced – 94 per cent – are from eastern Ukraine and are remaining in the
Donetsk, Kharkiv and Kyiv regions. UNHCR believes the actual number of people
displaced is higher as many are staying with families and friends and choose not to
register with the authorities.
"Because of insecurity, humanitarian actors have not been able to assess the situation of
people displaced in the Luhansk region," Cochetel said, adding that UNHCR planned to
conduct a fact-finding mission later this week. The Ukrainian authorities say that 2.2
million people currently remain in conflict areas.
The number of those using three corridors set-up by the Ukrainian authorities to flee
conflict areas is decreasing, mainly due to recent incidents when civilians have lost their
lives in attacks. Reportedly 6,000 people have left through these corridors since the end
of July.
In the Donetsk region since last Tuesday, local authorities reported that some 10,000
people left the port town of Mariupol to Zaporizhzhia and Berdiansk and other locations,
following military activities of the anti-government forces.
UNHCR's Cochetel said shelling had left people in conflict areas with limited access to
food, water and other basic necessities. In Donetsk, Makiivka and Gorlovka, the regional
authorities estimate there are 20,000 people with disabilities and needing help.

In Luhansk, residents have been without proper supplies of food and water, and dealing
with electricity shortages and communications problems for a month. Buildings and roads
are severely damaged, impeding efforts to provide humanitarian aid.
In Yasynuvata, some 150 people have reportedly found shelter in basements without
electricity. Many of them are older people. Newly displaced people are arriving with
limited resources and are more dependent on aid.
After the Ukrainian government re-established control over various towns in the northern
part of Donetsk region in early July, many internally displaced people quickly returned.
For instance, some 20,000 displaced people returned to the town of Slovyansk from
other areas of the Donetsk region.
Meanwhile the number of Ukrainians seeking refugee status or asylum in the Russian
Federation increased by almost 66,000 during August. According to the Federal Migration
Service, more than 121,000 Ukrainians have applied for refugee status or temporary
asylum since January 1.
Since late July, the quotas for temporary asylum set for several regions including
Moscow, Saint Petersburg, Rostov and Chechnya have been filled, meaning that
Ukrainian nationals need to seek asylum in other regions. In addition, 138,825
Ukrainians have applied for other forms of legal stay such as temporary/permanent
residence permits and under the programme of "resettlement of compatriots."
A larger number of Ukrainians are arriving in Russia under the visa-free regime. The
Russian authorities say around 814,000 Ukrainians have entered Russia since the start of
the year. This figure includes people who have applied for refugee/temporary asylum and
other residence options.
Most Ukrainians arriving in Russia stay with relatives, friends or find private
accommodation with a host family or rent their own apartments. The authorities have
adopted regulations to facilitate the temporary stay of Ukrainians.
UNHCR continues to support local government and civic society, as well as deliver
assistance directly to the most vulnerable. To date, the UN refugee agency has
distributed more than 150 tonnes of humanitarian assistance to the Donetsk and Kharkiv
regions, hosting over 100,000 displaced people. UNHCR also has coordinated distribution
of food provided by different foundations.
A total of 4,106 Ukrainians requested asylum in the European Union between January
and July, compared to 903 applications in the whole 2013. Most Ukrainian applications
for asylum were in Poland (1,082), Germany (556) and Sweden (500). In addition, 380
Ukrainians have sought asylum in Belarus.

Situation in Kharkiv, Luhansk and Donetsk on 1
September
Report of the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission
OSCE (02.09.2014) http://www.osce.org/ukraine-smm/123117 - Intensity of shelling
appeared to decrease in Donetsk city, whilst mortar fire was observed coming from
within the airport area. The SMM was informed by Ukrainian officials that the airport in
Luhansk was no longer under control of the Ukrainian forces.
In Kharkiv city centre the SMM monitored on 31 August a rally which gathered some 50
people, mainly elderly, supporting the federalization of Ukraine. The participants were
carrying flags with communist symbols. The SMM observed two TV journalists being

physically threatened by some of the rally’s participants. The police intervened and the
journalists were safely escorted from the crowd. Once the rally was over, on the same
square, the SMM observed around 250 pro-unity activists, men and women, mainly
young, gathering in a Euro-Maidan rally and holding Ukrainian and NATO flags, as well as
flags of the “Aidar” and “Azov” volunteer battalions. The organizers informed the SMM
that they were raising funds for internally displaced persons (IDPs) and soldiers serving
in the “Aidar” and “Azov” battalions as well as in the 92nd Mechanized Brigade, in charge
of protecting the Kharkiv region. One of the Euro-Maidan activists called on the
participants to dig trenches to protect Kharkiv city. The police were visible but kept a low
profile.
The SMM on 1 September visited Luhansk in order to monitor the overall situation in the
city. The SMM observed that the city was without water and electricity supplies and that
only one hospital appeared to be operational. Drinking water was distributed in cisterns.
The SMM did not observe any military hardware in the city centre. Although
supermarkets and shops appeared to be closed, the SMM saw that some shop employees
were selling limited food supplies at extremely high prices.
The SMM met with representatives of the State Emergency Service of Ukraine in Luhansk
city, who stated that about 250,000 people remained in the city (number of inhabitants
before the conflict: approximately 420,000). The interlocutors expressed concern that
Luhansk could face a potential humanitarian catastrophe because shelling had damaged
the city’s water supply system. If the problem would not be addressed within a couple of
weeks, he said, the water reservoir could be contaminated. The SMM spoke to
representatives of the so-called “Luhansk People’s Republic” (“LPR”) who downplayed the
gravity of the damage and stated that the problem could be solved.
The SMM attended the opening of a school in Luhansk, at which the self-declared “LPR
president”, Igor Plotnitsky, held a speech. Plotnitsky said that the new curriculum would
be based on the educational curriculum of the Russian Federation. Furthermore, he said
that there were plans to replace the Ukrainian Hryvnia (UAH) currency with the Russian
Rouble. According to the self-declared “LPR president”, civil servants had not been paid,
but there were plans to resume the payment of their salaries as of 1 October, possibly
from Russian sources.
Different interlocutors, including local inhabitants and the regional co-ordinator of
Ukraine’s “Anti-Terrorism Operation (ATO)”, told the SMM on 1 September that Luhansk
airport was no longer under control of the Ukrainian forces.
During the dark hours on 31 August and on 1 September throughout the day, the SMM
heard little shelling in Donetsk, suggesting a possible decreased intensity of the fighting
in and around the city. On 1 September the SMM monitored the situation around Donetsk
airport, from a distance of around one kilometre. The SMM heard three to four mortar
shells, repeated every five to ten minutes, outgoing from within the airport area.
Local inhabitants told the SMM that at around 14:30hrs they observed several tanks and
armoured infantry vehicles of the so-called “Donetsk People’s Republic” entering Donetsk
city from the west and the south. The SMM heard the sound of heavy armoured military
vehicles driving in the street near the SMM Office in Donetsk and moving in a southerly
direction.
The SMM continued to monitor the situation in Mariupol (113 km south of Donetsk). At a
checkpoint to the direction of Vinogradne (to the east of Mariupol), the SMM was told by
a Ukrainian officer that Bezimenne town (33 km east of Mariupol), was currently under
the control of irregular armed groups. The SMM visited a bus station in Mariupol city
centre and observed a queue of some 150 people, mainly women and children, waiting to

board buses leaving for Donetsk city. The SMM was told by several people waiting in line
that the price for one ticket to Donetsk was three times more expensive than normal.
Some people claimed to be returning to Donetsk either because of business matters or to
see their relatives and their homes. Several passengers said they would return to
Mariupol after collecting items from Donetsk which they would need for their stay during
winter. The Donetsk region deputy commander of the Ukrainian border guards confirmed
to the SMM that on 31 August two Ukrainian coastal border guard boats were attacked in
the Sea of Azov from the area of Bezimenne village. According to the interlocutor two
Ukrainian soldiers were missing and nine soldiers had been taken to Mariupol hospital.

EU's Mogherini calls for Nato muscle in Eastern Europe
BBC News (02.09.2014) http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-29030736 - The newly
designated EU foreign affairs chief, Federica Mogherini, says Nato countries bordering on
Russia need more than a paper pledge that Nato will help them in a crisis.
Ms Mogherini, currently Italian foreign minister, said such countries "need to be sure that
Article Five is not just a written text".
The article commits all 28 Nato states to defend any member that is attacked.
Nato is planning a rapid response force to deter possible Russian aggression.
A major Nato summit will open in Wales on Thursday, where the conflict in eastern
Ukraine and Russian support for the separatists there will be high on the agenda.
Ms Mogherini said the European Commission would finalise a new package of EU
sanctions against Russia by Friday. When she takes up her new post on 1 November
she will also be a vice-president of the Commission.
At a special summit on Saturday, EU leaders gave Russia a week to reverse its military
intervention in Ukraine or face further sanctions.
Russia denies that it has troops and heavy weapons inside Ukraine helping the rebels,
who have pushed back the Ukrainian army in several areas.
Some European politicians have voiced concern that Ms Mogherini may be too soft on
Russia. That allegation surfaced again when she was questioned by European Parliament
members on Tuesday.
She is in the European centre-left bloc and a key ally of Italy's Prime Minister Matteo
Renzi.
She told the MEPs that "Russia stays a strategic player in global challenges, but I don't
think it is a strategic partner anymore".

More Russian conscripts forced to fight in Ukraine
KHPG (02.09.2014) http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1409618134 - Conscripts
doing military service in the Tula oblast are reported to have been forced to sign
contracts allowing them to be sent to Ukraine. Mothers of soldiers from military unit

33842 told TV Dozhd that 8 soldiers had signed themselves, while the heads of the unit
had signed for the others on Aug 19.
They say also that the soldiers and commanders of the fifth regiment have not been in
contact for two weeks. According to their information, the men were at exercises in the
Rostov oblast.
TV Dozhd tried to contact the Committee of Soldiers’ Mothers for the Tula oblast, but
they did not get in touch with either the journalists, or the conscripts’ mothers.
It is, unfortunately, not inconceivable that the committee learned of the problems faced
by their colleagues after the latter exposed details about Russia’s deployment of soldiers
in Ukraine. On Aug 29 the Russian Justice Ministry informed that it had added the
Committee of Soldiers’ Mothers of St Petersburg to the list of so-called ‘foreign agents’.
That same day relatives of 18-year-old conscript Andrei Vilkhovyk confirmed information
previously provided by several dozen relatives of soldiers, namely that around 200
soldiers were being forced to sign contracts.
Vilkhovyk was doing his service in the Ryazan oblast, but was moved to the Rostov
oblast at the end of July. TV Dozhd points out that the military unit is next to a border
crossing point between Ukraine and Russia.
His family explains that he phoned them a few days ago and said that the soldiers in his
unit were being forced to sign contracts. His parents told him not to sign under any
circumstances, especially since his military service was due to end on Nov 7. He agreed,
yet that same day in the evening he phoned his elder sister and said that he’d signed the
contract, giving no further information.
His relatives and those of other conscripts have been told the same thing: that the young
men receive threats to spoil their military service papers and that the management will
sign for them.
As reported on Aug 28, the Committee of Soldiers’ Mothers in the Stavropol area has
drawn up a list of around one hundred Russian soldiers killed and a further three hundred
injured. The head of the Committee Ludmila Bogatenkova told TV Dozhd that the list
was put together from various sources in the armed forces which, for obvious reasons,
she cannot reveal.
TV Dozhd, the last independent and constantly pressurized television channel in Russia is
carrying out its own investigation into the deaths and injuries of Russian soldiers in
Ukraine that the authorities are going to huge lengths to try to conceal and deny. These
have included a macabre farce in which the wife of one of the paratroopers killed –
Leonid Kichatkin, or somebody using her phone, claimed that her husband had not been
killed and that he was standing by her side. She even handed the phone to this man who
‘confirmed’ that he was Kichatkin.
Leonid Kichatkin’s freshly-dug grave lies in the Vybuty Cemetery outside Pskov and had
his name clearly marked, though not where he had died, until media presence led to the
plaque, wreaths etc. being removed.
There have also been attacks on journalists from TV Dozhd and others, including a
particularly savage attack on Lev Shlosberg. This came just days after his article “The
Dead and the Living” describes the funerals on Aug 25 of Leonid Kichatkin and Alexander

Osipov and stated clearly that the Russian state was trying to hide the fact that it is
sending its sons to war.
It is frustrating that the BBC and other media which insist on speaking of “Ukrainian
claims” that Russian forces are fighting in Ukraine ignore not only the clear evidence
from NATO, the USA and Polish media, but also Russian reports coming through despite
the authorities efforts to silence them.
Halya Coynash

Russia’s Ilovaisk treachery
KHPG (02.09.2014) http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1409625530 - Among those
taken prisoner by the Russian military near Ilovaisk [Donetsk oblast] is a TV Espreso
journalist who on Aug 28 was able to interview two Russian paratroopers caught by the
Ukrainian army. The soldiers that they had been told they were going on exercises. They
were taken in column at night first to somewhere near the Ukraine – Russian border and
then into Ukraine. Asked by TV Espreso’s Yehor Vorobyov when they realized that they
weren’t on a training exercise, Ruslan Akhmetov and Arseny Ilmigov answered: “When
we came under fire”.
The interview was reported when Ukrainian soldiers, and some journalists covering the
events, came under siege in a major offensive believed to be by Russian forces. It was
on a day when the west finally acknowledged what had long been clear, namely, Russia’s
direct military engagement in Ukraine. The deployment of Russian soldiers, Russian
tanks and sophisticated military equipment has been vehemently denied ever since by
Russia’s leadership, as have the deaths and injuries of many Russian soldiers, including a
lot of conscripts forced to sign contracts to go to Ukraine .
In the early hours of Aug 29 an ‘Appeal to the insurgents of Novorossiya’ appeared on
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s official website. This called on “the insurgents” to
create a humanitarian corridor for Ukrainian soldiers surrounded, and allow them to “be
reunited with their families, return them to their mothers, wives and children”.
Whether or not one believes that those suddenly demonstrating military strength not
seen for many weeks were indeed ‘insurgents’ , Putin’s call was apparently heeded and a
promise given not to shoot on Ukrainian soldiers as they left the area under siege. The
promise was broken immediately and a large number of Ukrainian soldiers (reports range
from a hundred to several hundred men) are reported to have been shot dead with many
badly injured. According to Liga News, several hundred soldiers were taken prisoner and
handed over to local Kremlin-backed militants. Some the Ukrainian army managed to
free.
The publication asks who is to blame for the worst military disaster so far and says that
the surviving soldiers are unanimous in naming the command of the so-called antiterrorist operation [ATO]. They accuse the military command of negligence and illthought-out actions which led to more than 5 thousand Ukrainian soldiers, according to
preliminary estimates, being placed at risk.
Journalist Yury Butusov believes that several Russian units were responsible for shooting
the Ukrainian soldiers and says that some of the Ukrainians captured have been taken to
Russian territory.

Attempts are currently underway to apportion – or shift – blame and some lessons must
urgently be learned.
In Russia TV Dozhd has reported soldiers’ mothers saying that they had believed Putin,
yet now find that their sons have been forced to fight Russia’s illicit war in Ukraine.
In Ukraine – that Putin’s calls to shun bloodshed and promises from those fighting his
war cannot be trusted.
A lesson learned at a terrible cost.
Halya Coynash

Russian NGO branded as "foreign agent" after reporting
on Russian military action in Ukraine
See video: http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/soldiers-mothersappeal-to-putin-to-bring-their-sons-back-from-ukraine-video/506001.html
KHPG (30.08.14) http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1409354140 - On 28 August,
the Russian Ministry of Justice added the NGO "Soldiers' Mothers of St. Petersburg" to its
official list of "foreign agents" under the 2012 law.
The decision came after its leader, Ella Polyakova, spoke publicly about the alleged death
of Russian soldiers fighting in Ukraine against the Ukrainian forces.
Her organization compiled a list of some 100 Russian soldiers allegedly killed in Ukraine
and a further 300 wounded, and demanded investigation into these allegations. The
Kremlin denies sending troops to Ukraine and any direct Russian involvement in what it
insists is Ukraine's internal conflict.
"The timing of this decision indicates that the Kremlin is determined to muzzle its critics
and keep a strong lid on any information which suggests that Russia plays a direct part in
the conflict in Ukraine, although evidence to the contrary is mounting every day. The
message is clear: if you dare to speak out, there will be serious reprisals," said Sergei
Nikitin, Amnesty International's Moscow Office Director.
Soldiers' Mothers of St. Petersburg will contest the decision in court.
Ella Polyakova insists that the NGO does not receive any foreign funding. This, according
to the law, is the necessary attribute of a "foreign agent". The other necessary attribute
is participation in political activities. According to the government, the NGOs' political
activities consist of "holding public meetings" and "forming public opinion".
Another NGO, the Institute for the Development of Freedom of Information, also known
for its independent position and critical pronouncements, was added to the "foreign agent
register" on the same day.
Russia's so-called "foreign agent's law" was passed in June 2012 and came into force in
November 2012. It was changed earlier this year giving new powers to the Ministry of
Justice to add NGOs to the register of "foreign agents" without their consent and without
the need to go through lengthy court hearings as had been the case until recently.

Hundreds of NGOs in Russia have experienced unannounced "inspections" by the
authorities since the law was enacted; several have been heavily fined for refusing to
brand themselves "foreign agents", and some forced to close down. Twelve independent
NGOs have now been added to the register against their will, in the course of less than
three months.
http://amnesty.org/en/news/russian-ngo-branded-foreign-agent-after-reporting-russianmilitary-action-ukraine-2014-08-29

Attacked for asking why Russian paratroopers died
fighting in Ukraine
KHPG (30.08.14) http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1409350659 - Lev Shlosberg,
an opposition politician and journalist in Pskov was seriously attacked late on Friday
evening, days after he divulged information about the Pskov paratroopers whose death in
Ukraine Russia has been trying to conceal.
Russian Planet reports that Pskov journalist Alexei Semyonov was supposed to be
meeting with Shlosberg. Semyonov explains that he saw the latter swaying and
clutching his head, with blood all over his face and clothes. Shlosberg says that he was
hit around the head from behind but managed to turn and saw three assailants, with this
seemingly confirmed by a passer-by who witnessed the attack.
Shlosberg's article describes the funerals of paratroopers Leonid Kichatkin and Alexander
Osipov in the village of Vybuty outside Pskov on Aug 25. It begins with the words: "The
Russian state is trying to hide the fact that it is sending its sons to war, conceal how they
die and where their funerals are taking place".
He begins by recalling similar attempts to hide the death of Russian soldiers in the
Northern Caucuses in 2000. He calls for an investigation into the deployment of Russian
soldiers in military action in eastern Ukraine and ends by stressing that each Russian has
the possibility, more, the duty to decide for him or herself whether they need the living
or the death. He writes that the future of Russia depends on their answer.
The server of the newspaper came under attack shortly afterwards. On Aug 26,
journalists from Russian Planet, TV Dozhd and the St Petersburg Internet publication
Fontanka were attacked as they tried to get to the cemetery and investigate the death of
the paratroopers.
Now a courageous journalist and Yabloko deputy for the regional council has been
subjected to a savage attack. He is in hospital with a head and skull injury and partial
loss of memory.
As reported here, there have been surreal attempts over recent days to conceal the
circumstances of the paratroopers' death. In fact there was even a grotesque attempt to
pretend that one of the men - Leonid Kichatkin - was still alive. It is clear that the
families of the dead men have also come under heavy pressure, and evidence of the
burial, as well as the plaques with (scant) details were removed.
Since information about the Pskov paratroopers appeared, more and more stories have
emerged suggesting that the number of Russian soldiers killed fighting Moscow's
undeclared war against Ukraine, may be much higher, with the figure of 100 dead and
300 injured given by two members of the President's advisory human rights committee.

It is also extremely likely that one of the real reasons for the scandalous 'humanitarian
convoy' was to bring back the bodies of soldiers killed.

Interview: I was a separatist fighter in Ukraine
Radio
Free
Europe
(28.08.2014)
http://www.rferl.org/content/ukraine-i-was-aseparatist-fighter/25455466.html - Artur Gasparyan, a 24-year-old native of Spitak,
Armenia, was recruited in Moscow in May to fight in eastern Ukraine. Now back in the
Russian capital, he spoke with Mumin Shakirov of RFE/RL's Russian Service (see original
in Russian here) in detail about his experiences.
RFE/RL: You expressed interest in going to Ukraine on a forum on Vkontakte
after you read about the fire in the Odesa Trade Union Building in which 42 proMoscow separatists died. What happened next?
Artur Gasparyan: About 10 guys showed up at a meeting somewhere near VDNKh [the
All-Russian Exhibition Center in northern Moscow]. We spoke in the entrance arch of a
residential building there. A Slavic man in civilian clothes who didn't give his name met
with us.
First, he asked us whether we knew how to handle weapons. He warned us that we
would be going to [the eastern Ukrainian city of] Slovyansk, that we were heading to
certain death, that the punishment for looting was execution on the spot -- which, by the
way, I saw was true several times while I was in Ukraine. Two men immediately walked
away.
RFE/RL: Did they promise you money?
Gasparyan: They didn't promise a per diem or payment. Only free food, clothing,
weapons, and a guarantee that they would transport our bodies to Rostov-on-Don and
give them to our relatives. If, of course, they found them. They insisted that we destroy
all our online accounts and, in general, remove any personal information from social
networks. I deleted my accounts on [Russian social-media sites] Vkontakte and
Odnoklassniki.
RFE/RL: How did you get to the Ukrainian border?
Gasparyan: On the morning of May 12, the group got into two cars and headed south. It
took about 24 hours to get to Rostov. It turned out that the drivers were also volunteers.
One of them, by the way, was killed. They took us to a camp -- some small homes near a
creek and a forest -- I don't know where. They took away all our road maps. Our
telephones and other personal things were logged and taken away. We changed into
clothes they gave us.
RFE/RL: How long were you at this camp?
Gasparyan: Nearly two weeks. Every day, more and more new people came. By the
end, there were about 100 of us. We didn't rest at all -- it was a military schedule. We
got up; we went for a run; we had breakfast; we had training; we did orienteering in the
fields, in the forest; we learned the hand signals.

RFE/RL: What do you mean, hand signals?
Gasparyan: They taught us to communicate using gestures and signs in order to
recognize each other, to communicate silently at night, to give commands like back,
forward, stop, get down, danger, and so on. Now I can speak with my hands like a deaf
person. All this was taught by an instructor in civilian clothes. He, like all the other big
and small bosses, didn't give his name. We didn't even know one another's real names -just nicknames. Even now I don't know the names of most of the guys who were killed
beside me in that hell.
RFE/RL: Did you have any combat experience before Ukraine? You were in the
breakaway Azerbaijani region of Nagorno-Karabakh, but that isn't real war.
Gasparyan: Mostly we just had some exchanges of fire, automatic weapons or grenade
launchers. In short, it was a low-level war of positioning. Nonetheless, I knew more
about war than most of the guys there.
RFE/RL: Were there Russian nationalists among them?
Gasparyan: I didn't see any nationalists, although most of the guys there were Slavs.
Whether they were Belarusians, Russians, or Ukrainian -- I can't say. They were good,
patriotic guys. None of them looked at me funny because I'm Armenian. There were a
bunch of guys from the Caucasus, some Armenians from Krasnodar and [the Ukrainian
city of] Kryvyy Rih. Some Chechens came a little later. I became friends with a few -one guy named Red and another named Small. Both of them were killed in those KamAZ
trucks [see below].
RFE/RL: How did you cross the border?
Gasparyan: Near midnight on May 23 we left the base, about 100 guys in KamAZ
trucks. We were accompanied by a guide in a Niva [Russian-made jeep]. We rode for
several hours and stopped at the border. There we joined up with another 50 guys from
other camps and we were given our weapons: grenade launchers, automatic rifles,
pistols, and grenades. Then we got back into the trucks.
RFE/RL: Did they teach you to shoot?
Gasparyan: Some of the guys knew how to fire grenade launchers. I was made the
commander of a machine-gun squad of from three to six guys. They gave me that job
after looking over my military-service document. I guess there are some numerical codes
there that I never noticed before. When they called me, they asked me to read the code.
So they knew how to use my training. Apparently they worked separately with everyone
like that.
RFE/RL: What do you mean "they"? Were they Federal Security Service, military
intelligence (GRU), Interior Ministry? Who were these people who met you,
trained you, crossed the border with you?
Gasparyan: I don't know their names, even their first names. They looked like Slavs.
They were all in civilian clothes. I don't even remember their faces.

RFE/RL: When did you cross the border?
Gasparyan: It was around dawn on May 24. On the Ukrainian side, we were met by
some high-level representatives of the [self-proclaimed] Donetsk People's Republic. They
had taken over some military base in Donetsk and they put us up in a barracks there. We
slept the whole day. Then we washed up, got ourselves in order.
The next day, May 25, we took part in the well-known parade in the city in our KamAZ
trucks - the one that the Chechens made famous. They gave interviews, fired their
weapons into the air, posed for the cameras. People were cheering and they greeted the
volunteers from Russia like liberators. In the evening, we returned to our barracks.
Battle Of Donetsk Airport
RFE/RL: And when did you first see combat?
Gasparyan: They sounded the alarm on the night of May 25-26. There were three guys
in my group -- from Moscow, Lipetsk, and Chukotka. They were all killed. We were put in
civilian buses and taken to the airport. All 100 of us went into the building and there we
joined up with some Ossetians. The passengers were quickly evacuated, but employees
remained at their posts. In the morning, two planes landed and we didn't interfere with
the work of the airport. The building was quickly taken under control.
We positioned ourselves on every floor. My assistant and I were on the seventh floor -the roof. We were ordered to cover a high area about half a kilometer away so that no
one else could be there. We set up a machine gun.
RFE/RL: What was the point of seizing a civilian airport in Donetsk? The fighting
at that time was in a completely different place, near Slovyansk.
Gasparyan: To prevent them from sending in troops from Kyiv. They told us no one
would fire at us. Just pose for the cameras and that's all. They would see us, get scared,
give up. We'd disarm everyone and send them home. The airport would be ours.
RFE/RL: Who do you mean?
Gasparyan: The Ukrainian troops around the airport. There was gossip that supposedly
we were so tough and everyone was afraid of us. But it turned out just the opposite. At 2
p.m. the helicopters came. Then the airplanes, and they started bombing the place. I was
on the roof and with my aide, I managed to get to the sixth floor. It was a big attack -- I
counted four helicopters and two planes.
RFE/RL: Did you have mobile antiaircraft weapons?
Gasparyan: Our commander from the Vostok Battalion [of volunteer fighters from
Russia], Aleksandr Khodakovsky [regional head of the elite Alfa special forces under
former Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych], told us they wouldn't bomb the airport
and that "zenits" [shoulder-launched antiaircraft weapons] wouldn't be necessary. So we
left them at the base. Khodakovsky's snipers were there.

There were agents of the Ukrainian SBU Security Service who had come over to the
Donetsk People's Republic. They had unusual rifles that I'd never seen before -- not
Dragunov sniper rifles. They left somewhere at about 1 p.m. and the bombing started at
2.
RFE/RL: What happened on your floor?
Gasparyan: One Chechen was killed on the roof immediately. Two others were
wounded. They fired on the helicopters with everything they had. It took me two or three
seconds to get up there. I fired on the high area from where a sniper was shooting at us.
They forced us tightly into the building and were bombing from all sides. They had
missile launchers around the perimeter of the airport and were firing on the terminal.
Khodakovsky naively thought that since the airport was new -- just opened for the
European soccer championships [in 2012] -- they wouldn't use heavy weapons on it. If
we had only had our antiaircraft weapons, none of that would have happened.
RFE/RL: Do you think it was betrayal or incompetence?
Gasparyan: I don't know. We lost a lot of men. One of the Chechens -- a really smart
guy -- threw a couple of smoke bombs onto the roof and managed to drag his wounded
comrades out. We made our way down to the first floor and were just sitting there,
waiting to be killed. We couldn't go outside. Someone contacted the commander -- a guy
called Spark -- and we were given the order to get into the trucks. It was nearly evening.
The trucks were standing inside -- in the terminal. I didn't want to get in. I knew how
risky it was. Spark told me, "If you question the order, I'll shoot you here." I took my
weapon and got in.
RFE/RL: How many men were in the truck?
Gasparyan: There were two trucks with about 30-35 men in each one. A covering squad
remained in the airport. They went out on foot at night -- they all got away. Spark gave
the order to drive out of the terminal and to fire in all directions at anything that moved.
We lifted the covers -- they were open trucks stuffed with volunteers. Our truck flew out
of the terminal and we begin to fire on both sides, up in the air, everywhere. We
proceeded along a road for about 4 or 5 kilometers. The trucks were about 500 or 600
meters apart. Two trucks speeding along, firing without stopping. It was terrifying.
It's true that I stopped firing when I saw that there was no one there. When we arrived
in the city, we saw that the first truck was standing in the road. I didn't understand what
had happened. Cars were driving around it and people were standing around -- it was the
edge of Donetsk.
RFE/RL: There were dead and wounded there?
Gasparyan: We rushed pass at high speed. I didn't manage to look. Someone was still
shooting. After about 500 meters, someone fired on our truck with a grenade launcher.
The shell landed in the driver's cabin. We thought we'd been lucky, so we jumped out.
We got bruised up a little, but no one was hurt. The truck that they hit first got caught in
a crossfire from machine guns. There were also snipers firing at them. At least 30 men
died there -- no fewer.

Then they began firing on us too from somewhere. I dropped my weapon and grabbed
one wounded guy from Crimea. I loaded him on my back and ran blindly through some
yards. Our medic found us. He had a weapon, so I took it and started firing in all
directions, up onto the roofs. And I ran further with the wounded guy.
RFE/RL: Did you know who controlled the city?
Gasparyan: We were sure the city had been taken by the National Guard and that they
were looking for us. We came to an ambulance depot and I fired toward the roof a couple
of times to attract their attention. My comrade was bleeding badly. He'd been shot in the
arm and the leg. I shouted to the medics: "Save him! Help!" A woman shouted back:
"Don't worry, we are on your side!" We put the Crimean into an ambulance and they took
him to a hospital. I told them where the trucks were and six ambulances rushed out.
Soon they were bringing guys from the trucks to the hospital.
Someone told me that only three guys survived from the first truck. There was panic and
terror. Someone told me that one guy blew himself up with a grenade to avoid being
taken prisoner by the Ukrainians. They didn't understand that they were being attacked
by their own people. Someone apparently told local militiamen that Right Sector [a
Ukrainian nationalist group that was part of the Maidan protest movement] fighters were
rushing down the highway in two trucks.
RFE/RL: What was the official story?
Gasparyan: On television they said something like that the militias were transporting
unarmed wounded under the sign of the red cross and Ukrainian forces fired on them. At
that point, I still didn't know we'd been attacked by our own forces. I was sure it was the
National Guard. Sometime in the morning of the 27th, two guys from the cover group
that remained at the airport woke me up. They told me that it was friendly fire.
We were asking what to do next. We decided to run away during the night, secretly, on
foot, back to the border and to Russia. We found some civilian clothes, changed into
them, took some backpacks and left the unit. There was a driver with us who went by
"Shumakher." He told us that he had an uncle outside of Donetsk. Six of us arrived at
this private house to spend the night. On the morning of the 28th, we heard shouts from
a neighboring house: "Don't shoot! Don't kill us!" It turned out they sent a squad out
after us.
Fighting With The Devil
RFE/RL: How did they find you?
Gasparyan: I don't know. Maybe someone gave us away. We threw away our packs and
other things and ran off again. We were just wandering around the streets without any
money or documents. We came to a town and a checkpoint and told them our story.
They took us from the checkpoint to Horlivka [a city in eastern Ukraine's Donetsk Oblast]
to a commander by the name of "Devil." But that's a different story.
RFE/RL: Why did you spend two weeks with this Devil?
Gasparyan: We didn't have any choice. I didn't know how to get away. Devil turned out
to be a normal guy, a professional soldier from Horlivka. He promised to send us back to

Russia at the first opportunity. All five of us stayed with him. We told them what had
happened to us, and he said he wouldn't turn us over to the "easterners." He left us
alone. Later, if anyone wanted to fight some more, they stayed. But I left.
RFE/RL: What did you do in Horlivka from May 28 until June 15?
Gasparyan: I put on a uniform again. We were given weapons and took part in several
operations. They were better organized, more systematic. We carried out some
diversions -- snuck around, blew something up, snuck away. We blew up a Ukrainian
fuelling post in Dokuchayevsk. We snuck in quietly during the night in civilian cars. I
covered the position with a machine gun and they blew up the post with a grenade
launcher.
RFE/RL: Why did you blow up the fuel depot?
Gasparyan: So they couldn't gas up their tanks and trucks.
RFE/RL: But didn't you need fuel?
Gasparyan: We didn't have any vehicles. Stuff like that only appeared among the
militias about three days after I left.
RFE/RL: What stories on television that you've seen strike you as the most
outrageous and disturbing?
Gasparyan: When they do interviews with people from the Donetsk People's Republic
[DNR in Russian]. The DNR is a really a fiction. The DNR, as I understand it, exists only
in the offices of [self-proclaimed DNR Prime Minister Aleksandr] Borodai, [self-proclaimed
DNR parliament speaker Denis] Pushilin, [former Ukrainian parliament deputy Oleh]
Tsaryov. But decisions are made somewhere else and by other people.
RFE/RL: Journalists who have been in the region say that about 20 percent of
those fighting are Russians and the other 80 percent are local militias.
Gasparyan: I'd say exactly the opposite. Most of them are Russians, Chechens, Ingush.
There are also Armenians like me. I spoke to some locals and they say that they did what
they'd been told. I said, "What did they tell you to do?" They answered: "We voted. The
rest is up to you." That is, they participated in the referendum on DNR independence but
they don't intend to fight. One guy told me, "I want to get my pay and then drink until
my next payday." In general, they have no experience. Don't know how to handle
weapons. No one had been in the military. I'm talking about in Donetsk.
RFE/RL: And in Horlivka?
Gasparyan: There it is about 50-50. But the Russians fight better. They are people who
have been in the military. It is a real army -- Ukraine hasn't [really] had an army for 23
years.
RFE/RL: Why are you telling us all this?

Gasparyan: Until now, the people who -- basically -- betrayed us (what happened at the
airport could have been avoided and everything could have been different if they had
organized it right) are still giving orders and volunteers from Russia are still going to
serve with them. I want these people to understand who is going to be commanding
them. I went. I survived by a miracle. I feel sorry for them. They are on their way to
serve such commanders as Khodakovsky and others. I don't know all their names.
RFE/RL: How did you get back to Russia?
Gasparyan: Devil kept his word. He thanked us, gave us each 1,000 hryvnyas for the
road, wished us luck, and sent us home. Three guys came with me. One who was
wounded and two others. We rode in civilian cars through Luhansk Oblast, avoiding the
customs point, about 150 kilometers. We were met on the Russian side and they took us
to Rostov. We ended up at the same base where we'd been trained. They gave us back
our clothes, documents, telephones, some money for the road, and sent us home.
RFE/RL: You are a citizen of Armenia, from another country....
Gasparyan: I even fought under the Armenian flag. I have photos.
RFE/RL: Why would you be willing to die for a foreign country?
Gasparyan: I don't consider Russia a foreign country. I have the mentality of a Soviet
person. My grandfathers fought for the Soviet Union and I am fighting for it. I don't
consider Russia a foreign country.

Crimea is being forced into 'Russification'
France 24 (27.08.2014) http://observers.france24.com/content/20140827-crimeaforced-russification-russia-ukraine - Nearly six months after its annexation by Russia,
Crimea – formerly an autonomous region in Ukraine – is rapidly undergoing
“Russification”. Although the Russian-speaking majority appears satisfied with this
change, the Ukrainian-speaking minority says it is being discriminated against by the
new regime. On Sunday, a small group who gathered to celebrate Ukrainian
Independence Day were stopped by the police.
On August 24, 1991, Ukraine proclaimed its independence from the Soviet Union. Since
then, this date has been set as Ukraine's national holiday. In this extremely tense
setting, while the separatist pro-Russia militia clashed with the Ukrainian army in the
east, commemorations were particularly important in both the capital Kiev and in the
western part of the country. In Sebastopol, Crimea, a dozen pro-Ukrainians also
attempted to celebrate the holiday. Our Observer Vikor Neganov, a former coordinator of
Sebastopol's pro-Ukrainian Euromaidan movement, was there.
“I met up with several people in one place in the centre of the city, where there was
formerly a statue of Petro Sahaïdatchny, an important figure for Ukrainians. The statue
was taken down after Russia's annexation, but the base is still there, and we unfolded
the Ukrainian flag on it. We were there for 20 minutes without any problem. Then, as I
was leaving with a friend, policemen came to arrest us. I asked them why, several times,
but they did not respond. They brought me to the station; they searched my car, my
bag, and all of my things. Then they let me go after three hours, with no explanations. I

had done this to express my Ukrainian pride. To me, there was nothing illegal about it,
even if I knew I was taking a risk: most of the people in Crimea are pro-Russian, and the
pro-Ukrainians are looked down upon and are increasingly becoming victims of
discrimination.”
On August 8, the Deputy Secretary General of Human Rights, Ivan Simonovic, lamented
the increase of “harassment and discrimination” by the new regime towards the
Ukrainians of Crimea, as well as towards the Tatars, a Muslim minority representing 12
percent of the population, and other religious minorities. He estimated that the freedoms
of expression, association, peaceful assembly, and religion have not been granted.
Between 15,000 and 18,000 people have fled Ukraine since the referendum on March 16.
Russia has already made its mark on the entirety of the peninsula: residents are already
being given Russian passports; prices are now in rubles; Ukrainian banks and service
stations have been replaced by Russian equivalents; and Russian flags have been hoisted
everywhere. According to our Observer, this new environment is not a good place to be
pro-Ukrainian.
Vitaly (not his real name) is pro-Ukrainian, and lives in Sebastopol.
“I did not dare demonstrate on Sunday; it was much too risky for me. I was afraid: I am
in opposition to the Russian annexation, and I feel that the police might stop me at any
moment, just on the pretext that I am Ukrainian. A number of Russian speakers feel all
too at home, and are “taking revenge” on Ukrainians. It is not unusual to be denounced
and accused of supporting Ukraine on false pretexts. It's better to be careful of what you
say in the street... It is not the Russia of Boris Yeltsin; this is really like going back to the
USSR.”
Some Ukrainian policemen have traded their uniform without hesitation and Moscow has
sent a large number of Russian policemen to work with them. But above all, the
independent militia that formed during the crisis still exists, and they make the rules.
They make arbitrary arrests, then bring the people to the police.
Many things have changed. The minorities are oppressed: the Tatars do not have the
right to commemorate the day of their deportation by Stalin on May 18. The Constitution
stipulates three official languages, but it is not true – everything is done in Russian. The
prices have skyrocketed in the supermarkets, and if some pensions and salaries have
increased, support for large families and single mothers has been significantly decreased.
But to me, the most notable change is that we may no longer elect our mayors: they will
now be chosen by local representatives, who will be elected Russian-style… Suffice to say
that Ukrainians are no longer represented in any way. I did not go pick up my Russian
passport. I will wait until they force me. I do not feel Russian and I do not want to wait in
line to betray my country.”
Serguey Goulenko is a Russian-speaking journalist with the Crimean edition of the
Russian newspaper Komsomol’skaya Pravda.
“Those who demonstrated are provocateurs; they are not representative of all the
Crimean people. A large majority of the population is happy to be annexed by Russia.
You only have to look at the endless lines of people picking up their Russian passports.
As the Russian administration is put into place, there is more paperwork than before. I
had to change all of my insurance, and get new papers for my car and for my apartment.
But at the same time, there is something reassuring about that. Russia is much more
bureaucratic, but thus more organised. In terms of the police, the restoration of order is
reassuring as well: the Ukrainian police were very poorly paid and were living mostly off
corruption. The Russians cleaned up some of those bad practices, and raised salaries, so
the police are using these disreputable practices less often.

The salaries and the pensions have been tremendously increased, in the private sector
and especially in the public sector. One of my friends, a teacher, saw her pay increase
from 9,000 (190 euros) to 20,000 rubles (420 euros)! Generally speaking, the population
feels that everything has changed for the better, even if things are far from being
perfect. The prices in the supermarkets have increased and the tourist season was very
poor, but that will improve, especially when we get linked to Russia by the bridge over
the Kerch Strait, which will be great for our economy.”

Russian soldiers are in Ukraine
Radio Free Europe (26.08.2014) http://www.rferl.org/content/russian-soldiers-inukraine/26551473.html - It was an "accident." That was Moscow's official response to
how a group of Russian paratroopers ended up in Ukraine. The soldiers -- apparently
from a division based in Kostroma, a city on the Volga River north of Moscow -- were
captured by Ukrainian forces, who posted videos of some of their interrogations online.
In what appear to be forced confessions in front of Ukrainian military personnel, they say
they were misled by their superiors, who told them they were going on a "training
exercise."
The videos appeared to confirm what Kyiv authorities had been claiming for months amid
denials from the Kremlin -- that Moscow is supplying pro-Russian separatists with
military hardware and personnel.
The claims had largely been based on circumstantial evidence. But since mid-August, as
Russia has attempted to staunch Ukrainian gains against the militants, that evidence has
mounted steadily.
On August 14, journalists from two British newspapers reported seeing an armored
convoy enter Ukraine from the Russian side of the border. Moscow said the reporters'
claims were "not true."
The next day, Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko claimed that Ukrainian forces had
"destroyed" the convoy. Moscow called the claim, still unverified, a "phantom" act.
Then, on August 25 a mysterious funeral was held for two paratroopers in Pskov,
according to Russian media reports. Moscow has not commented.
And now there is the case of the 10 paratroopers, and the video evidence presented by
the Ukrainian authorities.
Kyiv says there are 10 Russian captives in all. Ukrainian officials released videos of four
of them early on August 26. In separate interrogations, the young men's faces appear
slightly swollen. Their answers appear designed to please their captors.
Moscow, for the first time confirming the presence of Russian troops in Ukraine, admitted
that the men were indeed its servicemen. But it says their presence there is mere
happenstance.

They crossed the border "by accident at an unequipped and unmarked zone, and as far
as I know they didn't resist the armed forces of Ukraine," an unidentified source from
Russia's Defense Ministry told the RIA Novosti state news agency.
A satellite view of the border area near Amvrosiyivka, where Kyiv says the soldiers were
apprehended, shows most of the border marked by hedgerows, although there are some
narrow gaps.
The Russian explanation comes a day after a closed military funeral held in Pskov, some
1,600 kilometers from Ukraine's separatist-controlled eastern border with Russia. There,
according to reporting by the independent Slon.ru website and "Pskov Province," a local
publication, families buried Leonid Kichatkin and Aleksandr Osipov.
Photos show two Russian Orthodox crosses, about 10 meters apart -- both covered in
floral wreaths. Osipov's gravestone engraving says he died on August 20 and Kichatkin
on August 19. There is no information about how or where they died.
A Ukrainian journalist for Inter Television had posted a series of photos to his Facebook
page on August 21, including documents and weapons parts -- allegedly taken after
fighting in Luhansk. The journalist wrote that the material could be traced back to a
Pskov paratrooper division, and thus present circumstantial evidence that the soldiers
had died fighting in Ukraine.
Among the photos is the driver's license of Ilya Maksimov, a paratrooper serving in a
Pskov paratrooper division. Speaking to reporters from the southern Russian city of
Saratov, his mother, Lyubov Maksimova, said she had lost contact with her son on
August 17. He had told her he would be conducting military operations near Rostov -- the
closest city to Ukraine's eastern border.
Russian President Vladimir Putin and Poroshenko met on August 26 in Minsk with EU
mediators to discuss a solution to the conflict, which began in April, when armed
militants began seizing buildings in Ukraine's Donetsk and Luhansk regions. The conflict
has since claimed over 2,000 lives.
But in what could be a sign for Kyiv that the presence of paratroopers in Ukraine is more
than just a single Russian volley, new fighting has broken out in the Ukrainian city of
Novoazovsk -- well outside the zone of territory currently controlled by separatists.
Lying on the Azov Sea, just 12 kilometers from the Russian border, it is on the road that
leads to the Ukrainian port city of Mariupol and then on to Crimea, which Russia annexed
in March.
Kyiv has accused Russia of shelling the city from its side of the border and a commander
of Ukraine's Azov Battalion claimed on Facebook on August 25 that a convoy of 50
armored vehicles had crossed into Ukrainian territory and had attempted to reach
Mariupol.
And in an unconfirmed charge, Andriy Lysenko, a spokesman for Ukraine's National
Security and Defense Council, said Russian troops had also begun using helicopters to
fire missiles at Ukrainian positions for the first time, killing four border guards in an
attack.

Lysenko dismissed Moscow's most recent denials. "We think it was not a mistake, it was
a special mission," he said of the captured paratroopers. "The Russian military leadership
must think about what they are doing."

Violations of the rights of Ukrainian female pilot Nadiya
Savchenko by Russia
HRWF (25.08.2014) -In an email addressed to Human Rights Without Frontiers, the
Permanent Mission of Ukraine to the UN Office in Geneva is recalling that "the
Government of Ukraine reiterates its resolute protest over the abduction from the
territory of Ukraine of Ukrainian servicewoman Nadia Savchenko by the terrorist
organization 'Luhansk people's republic', her illegal movement to the territory of the
Russian Federation and her illegal arrest in the pre-trial detention center in the city of
Voronezh, the Russian Federation" and has joined a summary of the violations of the
rights of Nadia Savchenko.
Violations of Rights of Nadia Savchenko
1. Kidnapping with the involvement of Russian authorities. Ms. Savchenko
was captured on June 17 by terrorists of the "Luhansk people's republic", and moved
from Ukraine to Russia by armed men on June 23; at the final point of their route, they
gave her into the hands of Russian police followed by unidentified armed men in uniforms
without insignia, who did not conceal their affiliation with Russian security agencies, but
refused to identify themselves. Most time of the trip, she was handcuffed and blindfolded.
She remained in the custody of those people until her arrest on June 30.
2. Unlawful imprisonment. Between June 24 and 30, Ms. Savchenko was
confined in a hotel in Voronezh by armed guards, who prevented her from exiting the
room, approaching the windows, or talking to anyone but guards. They removed her cell
phone and did not allow her to call relatives or the Ukrainian consul. During that period,
she was visited only by investigator of the Investigation Committee of the Russian
Federation Dmitry Manshin and his colleagues.
3. Deprivation of the right to defense. The interrogation by the investigator
took place in the absence of a defense lawyer. Under Russian laws, the suspect must be
interrogated in the presence of a free lawyer invited by the investigator. The witness is
interrogated in the presence of a lawyer only when the fees are covered by the witness.
Ms. Savchenko was interrogated as a witness, though the questions were related to her
possible role in deaths of Russian journalists Igor Korneliuk and Anton Voloshin that took
place on June 17, shortly before she was captured by the terrorists. She was not granted
an opportunity to contact a lawyer or consul prior to the interrogation. The interrogations
took place from June 24 till 28. On June 30, she was changed into civilian clothes bought
for her (she wore military uniform since the moment of capture) and taken from the
hotel to the building of the Investigation Committee, where she was informed of her
detention on the suspicion of abetting murder. For the first time, she was allowed to
meet her lawyer. Later on, she was taken into custody on the basis of a court decision;
she remains in custody until now. The term of arrest expires on August 30, but it is
expected that it will be extended.
4. Deprivation of consular protection. Ukrainian Consul in Russia Gennady
Breskalenko made repeated attempts to visit her in Voronezh detention facility, but was
not allowed to do so, allegedly because of the need to obtain permission from Moscowbased investigator. The Ukrainian Consulate was not informed that Ms. Savchenko was in
Russia under custody in the hotel, and she was prevented from contacting the Consulate.

Only on July 16, the Ukrainian Consul was allowed to visit her for the first time. When he
tried to visit her again in late July, he was refused to do so, because the limit of visits (2
per month) was exceeded, though consular visits are not included in the limit.
5. Violation of the right to defense in native language. Although Ms.
Savchenko was interrogated with the involvement of an interpreter invited by the
investigator, the documents supporting investigation's request to the court regarding her
arrest were not translated into Ukrainian. Because of that, the consideration of appeal
against her arrest was postponed by two weeks and took place only on July 25. Only
some of the documents were translated into Ukrainian, but the court of appeals upheld
the arrest.
6. Consideration of arrest by the court in a closed session. Both the session
of Novousmansky Rayon Court that considered the arrest of Ms. Savchenko, and the first
session of Voronezh Court of Appeals on July 10, were closed and offered no access of
public and press, contrary to the law. In the latter case, the Ukrainian Consul was also
refused access; he arrived to the court building but was not permitted to enter the court
room.
Voronezh Regional Court, after considering an appeal lodged by the defense team
of Ukrainian pilot Nadia Savchenko, has decided to leave her in custody until August 30.

Lithuanian Honorary Consul, Mykola Zelenets, killed by
pro-Russian rebels in Eastern Ukraine
Cubic Lane http://www.cubiclane.com/2014/08/22/lithuanian-honorary-consul-mykolazelenets-killed-rebels-eastern-ukraine-20344 (22.08.2014) - A Lithuanian Honorary
Consul, Mykola Zelenets, was kidnapped and killed in Lugansk, the stronghold of proRussian rebels in the east of Ukraine, said the head of Lithuania’s diplomacy Linas
Linkevicius on his Twitter account. “I’ve learned with great sadness that the Honorary
Consul of Lithuania in Lugansk, Mykola Zelenets, was kidnapped and brutally killed by
the terrorists,” the minister said while in visit in Kiev.
Hundreds of people have been kidnapped by pro-Russian separatists since the beginning
of the conflict in mid-April including journalists, pro-Ukrainian activists, priests, ordinary
citizens and international observers. Amnesty International denounced in a report in July
the hundreds of abductions committed mostly by armed separatists whose victims often
are subjected to torture.

Concerns about mobilisation and conscription in Western
Ukraine
HRWH (16.08.2014) - In August, families of conscripts in Western Ukraine have
expressed their concerns and sometimes opposition to mobilization of their young people
as their feared they would be sent to fight in Eastern Ukraine. The OSCE Special
Monitoring Mission (SMM) followed the issue.
1 August: In Chernivtsi, the SMM met the deputy head of the Storzhynets district (33
km south-east of Chernivtsi), who said that anti-mobilization protests had recently
petered out. According to the interlocutor, ongoing dialogue between local communities

and police and military had helped to improve information about mobilisation procedures,
and had therefore reduced protest actions among inhabitants.
7 August: The deputy head of Prypruttya village's council (20km east of Chernivtsi)
told the SMM that removal of the roadblocks on 25-28 July in the area had taken place
thanks to dialogue with regional and district military authorities and the Governor, who
promised that nobody from the village would be drafted into the Ukrainian Army in the
near future. However, the village's council deputy head said, villagers did not trust this
reassurance, and protests could resume if new draft notices from the Military
Commissariat were issued. According to him, in Prypruttya, 177 people have received
mobilisation orders, but most were working abroad.
8 August: In Pokrovske (130km southeast of Dnipropetrovsk city) the SMM observed a
protest against mobilisation. Approximately 50 women gathered in front of the district
administration building. The protestors dispersed after two hours. No incidents were
reported. The women said that they on 6 August had met representatives of the military
recruitment office, the district council and the prosecutor's office to discuss the issue of
mobilisation.
10 August: A number of local people in Krasnoilysk village (42 km south of Chernivtsi
city) told the SMM on 10 August that local authority representatives had given
guarantees that local men mobilized would not be sent to the east to fight in the ongoing security operation. They said the guarantees had helped to end the protests
against mobilization which had been taking place throughout the region. The
interlocutors, however, were worried that these undertakings would not be honoured.
In Kelmentsi (90 km northwest of Chernivtsi city), members of an NGO collecting nonlethal supplies for soldiers fighting in the east told the SMM on 10 August that
approximately 30 soldiers form Kelmentsi district were deployed in the east.
On 9 August the "self-defence" co-ordinator of Ivano-Frankivsk city told the SMM that
"self-defence" volunteers - initially 100 but later approximately 450 - would soon be
formed into a battalion, which would be sent to fight in the east. He added that finding
volunteers was not a problem - the challenge was equipment. He also warned that efforts
to de-stabilise western Ukraine were underway, evidenced, he said, by the recent attack
on the mayor's residence in Lviv city. He also said the influx of IDPs into the region
provided good cover for people wishing to de-stabilise the region.
The chief of police in Boryslav (90 km south of Lviv city) told the SMM on 8 August that
there had been no problems in implementing partial mobilization in the town. Members of
a local "self-defence" group, however, told the SMM on the same day that some people in
the town had mixed feelings about mobilisation, concerned specifically that draftees were
being sent to fight in Donbas without the necessary equipment. The "self-defence" group
members added that their organisation's focus was on ensuring such aid reached the
troops.
11 August: The deputy head of the village council of Krasnoyilsk (42 km south of
Chernivtsi city) told the SMM that 68 men from the village had received mobilisation
orders but none of them had responded as they were all working abroad.
12 August: Ukrainian MoD officials gave a press briefing in Lviv city to journalists,
clarifying legal issues related to the "Anti-Terrorism Operation" in the east, mostly
focusing on the laws governing mobilisation and conscription. Ministry of Defence and
municipal officials had, during protests in the region in the previous weeks actively
engaged with protesters, explaining processes and apparently offering reassurances. The
protests subsequently petered out.

13 August: In Chernivtsi the SMM observed approximately 175 military personnel and
40 civilians at the entrance to the barracks. The civilians protested against a plan for
soldiers' deployment to different barracks/training grounds in the country, where they
supposedly will receive additional training. The protestors said that they fear that, in
reality, soldiers would be sent to eastern Ukraine.
14 August: The SMM observed approximately 50-60 people protesting at the military
barracks in Chernivtsi city. The large majority of protesters were female (mothers,
daughters and wives of the draftees). A protestor stated that those drafted were going to
be sent to Lviv for further training and then possibly deployed to eastern Ukraine.
Reportedly, the military authorities informed family members that they have to file a
formal complaint with the local prosecutor's office in order to oppose draft lists and
deployment plans, they added. Family members of the draftees stated that they could
not afford to hire attorneys but would still file complaints. The SMM observed blankets
and sleeping bags in front of the barracks and protesters confirmed their readiness to
stay night and day at the site.

Russian 'humanitarian' trucks: Half-empty or halfemptied?
KHRP (15.08.2014) - http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1408107187 - Since writing
the words below it has become clear that very many of the trucks are virtually empty
arousing the suspicion either that something other than aid needed to be unloaded
before the check, or that the whole 'humanitarian convoy' performance was aimed at
distracting attention from other movement, quite possibly of Russian military equipment,
across the border.
First journalist reports suggest that a number of the Russian military trucks in the
'humanitarian convoy' have little in them at all. Timur Olevsky from TV Dozhd says
(http://tvrain.ru/articles/gruzoviki_stojat_polupustye_timur_olevskij_osmotrel_gumanita
rnyj_konvoj_na_granitse_s_rossiej-374060/) that he has been able to see the inside of
several of the KAMAZ trucks specially paint white for this 'humanitarian' exercise. What
was immediately noticeable, he says, is that those he saw, while indeed, containing
buckwheat, water, etc., were less than a third full. This is confirmed by tweets from FT
journalist Courtney Weaver who writes that a lot of them are mostly empty
(https://twitter.com/courtneymoscow/status/500198661503352832).
If the trucks were always a third or less full, and 280 were first painted white and blessed
by an Orthodox priest as a propaganda exercise, its success must be seriously
questioned. That, however, cannot be known since despite entirely false claims from the
Kremlin and Russian Foreign Ministry, the International Red Cross were never shown the
paperwork and were not able to check the contents.
The 280 trucks were supposed to arrive at the border crossing in Kharkiv oblast two days
ago in order to be checked and transferred to IRC vehicles, under the latter's
supervision. Moscow refused to allow this, and the trucks abruptly changed direction and
headed for the Luhansk oblast which is under Kremlin-backed militant control.
Had they crossed that border, this would have been an overt act of aggression.
They did not, stopping instead some 20 kilometres from the border, however Western
journalists witnessed a column of Russian military vehicles, including armed personnel
carriers, crossing the same border. Reports of at least 23 such vehicles crossing on

Thursday night were immediately posted by both Shaun Walker from the Guardian and
Roman Oliphant from the Daily Telegraph.
This is also Russian aggression. Unconcealed at that. The vehicles did not even switch
off their headlights, and crossed in an area so close to the 280 trucks that Russian
military personnel would have been well-aware that the movement would be noticed and
recorded.
Earlier on Thursday, Jeremy Bender was reporting for the Business Insider that the
convoy "of unmarked white trucks to Ukraine, and the supposed humanitarian mission is
now being accompanied by heavy offensive Russian military equipment."
The trucks of supplies have been joined by helicopters, surface-to-air missile systems,
and possible anti-aircraft weapons systems. ... The Tunguska probably isn't the only antiaircraft weapon traveling with the convoy, as this photo of a currently unidentified
weapon system demonstrates: Russian military helicopters have been flying alongside
the convoy as well.
The Russian convoy has raised a number of red flags, even aside from this heavy
contingent of guns and armor. The convoy has failed to abide by conditions put in place
by both Ukraine and the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) - the convoy is
traveling under the ICRC flag, yet the organization has not been able to verify the
contents of the trucks. "
Last weekend the US, UK and probably other countries made it unequivocally clear to
Russia that any attempt to force the so-called 'humanitarian convoy' into Ukraine without
Ukraine's consent would be treated as Russian invasion.
While the 'humanitarian' load may have remained on Russian territory, heavy military
technology did not.

A round table dedicated to Crimean Tatar rights to take
place in Kyiv
QHA (07.08.2014) - A round table titled "Crimean Tatars are indigenous people of
Crimea, Ukraine" will take place in Kyiv August 8, on the eve of International Day of
indigenous peoples.
Crimean Tatar leader Mustafa Jemilev is supposed to attend the event.
Head of Mejlis of Crimean Tatar people Refat Chubarov, chairman of Maidan of Foreign
Affairs, president of Crimean Expert Center Andrey Klimenko and president of Institute of
Civil Society Rustem Ablyatifov are also to participate in the round table.
Among the key topics that will be discussed there are: national self-government bodies,
as institutions for the protection of rights of the Crimean Tatars; indigenous status for
Crimean Tatars in the context of their right for self-determination; legislative initiatives
to regulate the status of Crimean Tatar people; recommendations of international
organizations and monitoring structures.
The event, supported by the European Union and the International 'Vozrojdeniye' Fund,
is organized by Ukrainian NGOs, such as 'Coalition for Combating Discrimination in
Ukraine', 'Information Centre on Human Rights' and 'Crimean Expert Center'.

Ambassador Kostiantyn Yelisieiev has provided the EU
side with the evidence of Russia’s supporting separatists
and called for tougher sanctions
UNIAN (15.07.2014)
http://www.unian.ua/politics/939808-ukrajina-nadala-es-dokazi-pidtrimki-rosieyuseparatistiv-ta-zaklikala-do-jorstkishih-sanktsiy.html - Ambassador Kostiantyn Yelisieiev
has provided the EU side with the documented facts that pro-Russian armed groups in
Eastern Ukraine were supported by Russia and encouraged to impose tougher sanctions
against Moscow on the EU summit (16 July 2014).
On Tuesday Yelisieiev made such a comment to UNIAN agency, referring to the
expectations of the EU summit on July 16 and adoption of the European Parliament
resolution on Ukraine on Thursday. According to the Ukrainian diplomat, he provided the
partners from the member states, the EU institutions and Members of the European
Parliament with the documented facts of direct support by Russia the illegal armed
terrorist groups operating in eastern Ukraine. "We draw the attention of European
partners to the fact that after the approval of the of the European Council Conclusions of
27 June, which included a number of specific requirements to Russia, and with the
success of Anti Terrorist Operation the facts of Moscow intervention became more
ferocious. The transfer across the borders of modern military equipment, which is in
service in Russian army can not be considered as constructive contribution to the deescalation of the situation in Ukraine", - said Yelisieiev.
In this regard, he expressed hope that following the meeting of the European Council of
16 July the EU would decide to impose tougher sanctions against Russia.
"This is - the moment of truth for the EU. Expression of the solidarity with Ukraine
would be consistent and logical step. Member states should put international law,
common democratic values and common sense above their business and energy
interests", - said the Representative of Ukraine to the EU.

At night from 12 to 13 of July the ATO Forces managed
to prevent entry of Russian troops in Ukraine
Info Resist (13.07.2014) / http://inforesist.org/en/at-night-from-12-to-13-of-july-theato-forces-managed-to-prevent-entry-of-russian-troops-in-ukraine/ - At night from
12th to 13th of July Ukraine was on the brink of a full scale war with Russia. All operating
units of the Ukrainian Armed Forces and the National Guard were put on a high alert, all
the aircraft was ready to take off in the air. Interceptors Su27 and Mig29 were raised in
the air. It was expected that Russia will start targeted bombing of the Ukrainian ATO
Forces, to cover move of the main group of Russian troops towards Donetsk and
Luhansk.
Today at 00:45 a convoy of Russian armoured vehicles entered Ukrainian territory via the
border crossing point “Izvarino”. Different sources in the Ministry of Defence and in the
State Border Agency estimate this to be from 100 to 200 vehicles. These are tanks, APCs
and armoured Kamaz vehicles. It was only ONE of the main attacking groups under
Russian flags and without insignia. Some of the vehicles had marking of peacekeeping
Russian Forces. At the same a constant shelling from howitzer artillery and MLRS “Grad”

of Ukrainian units in the area of the border with Russia was carried out from the territory
of the Russian Federation.
Aviation was raised and all types of troops and forces were put on high alert. For the first
time the attack aircraft was reinforced by air cover – interceptors, as Russian
opposition of air defence system was expected. However, the Russians at the last
moment did not dare to cross the border of Ukraine. As a result, the convoy was attacked
from the air, part of the equipment destroyed, part went back to Russia.
A source in the ATO zone wrote in his blog: “I draw your attention to the seriousness of
the situation: for the first time during the conflict eyewitnesses indicate that the vehicles
were under the RUSSIAN FLAG! (not some Georgian or DPR or LPR ribbons).
Management of the ATO and other relevant agencies clearly considered the actions
of Russia as a military invasion on the territory of Ukraine.”
The President Petro Poroshenko, the Speaker of the Parliament and the Cabinet were
immediately informed about break through of Russian troops. Thanks to the full
mobilization of the Ukrainian Armed Forces, effective work of the air defence and aviation
of Ukraine, full readiness of the General Staff to repel the Russian troops, Russia did not
risk to carry out an open aggression taking into account both the political losses and
potential multi-thousand losses from possible strikes of the Ukrainian Army in the ATO
zone, personnel of which consists of more than 50,000 troops, hundreds of tanks, BMP
and APC, with cover provided by strategic artillery (MLRS “Smerch”, “Urahan”, ACS
“MSTA-S”, “Hiatsint”). Several other operational battalion groups did not dare to cross
the border with Ukraine, fearing to be scattered.
Understanding the complexity of the situation, the General Staff decided to bring
forward the operation to free Lugansk, closing on the city from the Western and Eastern
directions, putting the task to liberate the city during the next few days and split LPR
group into several parts. As a result of the operation the Luhansk airport was freed by
lunchtime and most of the main roads from the West and the South were cut off by
Ukrainian Forces. Enemy force of 50 combat vehicles, which tried to break through
towards Alchevsk were destroyed by Ukrainian artillery and aviation. By the evening of
July 13 Ukrainian troops moved into neighborhood of Luhansk and special units stormed
strongholds of the separatist on the city itself. At present, according to eyewitness
reports, LPR units in Luhansk are completely blocked. Remains of separatists retreated
towards Alchevsk; there is a constant patrol of Ukrainian aviation in the air to counteract
possible breakthrough of armoured groups from Russia.
According to a source in the ATO headquarters the situation remains tense. At the same
time taking control over Luhansk is a matter of few days if Russia will not make largescale attempts to break through the border with Ukraine with armoured groups. It is also
known that the General Staff of the Russian Army discusses options to carry out an air
strike on Ukrainian Forces in the ATO zone, but they fear counteraction of the Ukrainian
air defence, also they do not have enough intelligence about the situation in the
ATO zone. At the same time Ukrainian troops successfully storm strongholds of militants
in Donetsk, expecting to completely surround the capital of Donnas in the next few days.
Losses of militants over the past two days are estimated at around 1000 – 2000 people
and 100-150 units of various military equipment.
An InfoResist source from the ATO zone confirmed this information.

Ukrainian refugees arrival in North Caucasus may raise
tensions in region
North Caucasus Weekly - Volume 15, Issue 13 (11.07.2014) - As the crisis in RussianUkrainian relations deepens, Ukrainian refugees are turning up in unlikely locations, such
as the North Caucasus. An estimated 200 refugees from eastern Ukraine, who went to
North Ossetia, have been put up in local resorts and more are expected to arrive as
fighting continues. Refugees are also being used in the Russian propaganda war against
Ukraine as well. The Rossiya state TV channel, for example, gave this explanation for
why Ukrainian refugees cannot go home: “The new Ukrainian authorities are actively
using well-known methods of instilling fear. They kill civilians, shoot at cars with
refugees, and now have even started using propaganda leaflets” (Vesti.ru, July 4).
Pro-Russia refugees are fleeing to Russia, while pro-Ukraine refugees are fleeing to other
parts of Ukraine. In both countries, it appears, the volunteer organizations are doing the
lion's share of work to find emergency shelter and satisfy the most urgent needs of
displaced individuals (Svoboda.org, July 4).
The Russian media, of course, focuses on one side of the story and ignores the actions of
the pro-Russia armed forces in Ukraine. Sometimes, the approach of the Russian media
takes grotesque forms. For example, after pro-Russia forces took residents of one of the
villages near Luhansk hostage, the Russian media reported the news as “militias taking
the villagers captive” as if the civilians in the village were a legitimate military target that
can be taken prisoner (Gazeta.ru, June 18).
It is interesting to note that the refugees from eastern Ukraine were sent to the North
Caucasus despite the fact that the situation there is far from quiet and stable. Resettling
Ukrainian refugees in North Ossetia may still be justified, as the situation in that republic
is relatively stable. However, even Dagestan, the most violent republic in the North
Caucasus, has received an estimated 400 refugees from Ukraine, and more might follow
(Rgvktv.ru, June 30). The head of Ingushetia, Yunus-Bek Yevkurov, stated that his
republic was prepared to take in as many as 300 refugees (Ingushetia.ru, June 18), but
no hosts had been identified as of July 6. Chechnya has reportedly accommodated 140
refugees from Ukraine—mostly people who had formerly resided in Chechnya and had
left for Ukraine. Chechnya’s government stated that it could receive another 140 persons
from Ukraine (Kavkazky Uzel, July 2).
Yevkurov’s readiness to receive refugees from Ukraine has irked some Ingush.
“Overpopulated with its own refugees, the Republic of Ingushetia will receive refugees
from Ukraine," one blogger wrote. "At the same time, as the head of Ingushetia visited
the places of internally displaced persons (IDPs) from the Chechen Republic and North
Ossetia in the city of Karabulak in order to squeeze them out, his government undertook
measures to prepare places for the refugees, who are coming from the rebellious Donbas
region” (Slonus2012.livejournal.com, July 2).
The seemingly voluntary effort by the North Caucasus republics to take more Ukrainian
refugees may not be exactly voluntary. In fact, the Regnum news agency, which is close
to the Russian government, reported that Russia’s emergency situations ministry ordered
Ingushetia’s government to prepare 190 spaces for refugees from Ukraine (Regnum.ru,
July 2). Tens of thousands of IDPs from North Ossetia fled to Ingushetia after the
Ossetian-Ingush conflict of 1992, some of them still do not have adequate housing. The
flow of IDPs from Chechnya during two Russian-Chechen wars was even higher and hit
Ingushetia quite hard.

The most controversial situation can be found in Kabardino-Balkaria, which has also
received dozens of refugees from Ukraine. The republican leadership announced that
Kabardino-Balkaria was prepared to receive 500 children from Ukraine in its children’s
sanatoria and health rehabilitation summer camps (Kavkazsky Uzel, June 19). This
approach is quite interesting because the Russian government was quite inattentive to
Circassian demands to help ethnic Circassians, who suffered in the Syrian civil war,
relocate to the North Caucasus. While it initially allowed some refugees from Syria to
come to Russia, the policy was later reversed, some Circassian organizations were
accused of fabricating evidence to obtain business visas for potential asylum claimants,
and many refugees were deported. Moscow provided very little accommodation for the
Circassian refugees from Syria, but appears to be sending around requests to the north
Caucasus republics to accommodate ethnic Russians from Ukraine. This suggests that
ethnic non-Russian refugees are the victims of discriminatory treatment and are part of a
bid by Moscow to resettle the region with ethnic Slavs, in order to replace those ethnic
Russians who have fled the region in the past several decades.
Already overburdened by unemployment, ethnic tensions and rebel violence, the North
Caucasus republics now have to deal with yet another influx of refugees. Most of the
refugees coming from Ukraine have little experience of living in the North Caucasus. The
dozens of ethnic Russian refugees from Ukraine are unlikely to destabilize the North
Caucasus republics, but if the conflict in Ukraine intensifies and the influx of refugees
increases, tensions are likely to manifest themselves in the region quite strongly. Also, if
Moscow has a large enough number of ethnic Russian refugees at hand, it might have the
incentive to consider some sort of a social engineering project—the resettlement of
ethnic Russian from Ukraine in the North Caucasus to ensure the long-term presence of
ethnic Russians in the region.

Some U.S. human rights programs of assistance to
Ukrainian organizations
HRWF (07.07.2014) - The U.S. National Endowment for Democracy has published an
impressive list of projects that it finances in Ukraine. The question is "What is the EU
doing and planning to do to support Ukrainian human rights organizations in the curent
emergency situation?"
AHALAR Center for Humane Technologies
NGO Strengthening
$35,230
Furthering Ukraine's Democratic Transition To increase civil society's influence on
Ukraine's democratic transition by facilitating cooperation between NGOs and the media.
AHALAR will organize three training seminars for 60 representatives from the media and
civil society, a four-day study trip to Warsaw for 12 participants focusing on successful
examples and best practices of cooperation between civil society and the media in the
Polish context, a small grants competition and an online networking platform at
http://www.activarte.org.ua.%20
Alliance Center
Accountability
$24,758
Promoting Accountability in Eastern Ukraine To increase the accountability of local
governments in eastern Ukraine. The Donetsk-based Alliance will conduct four workshops
and convene eight working groups to strengthen the capacity of newly formed local civic

councils. The events will focus on using tools and strategies for networking, monitoring
and advocacy campaigns to help the councils be more effective in engaging and
influencing local government activities. Alliance will also develop and maintain a resource
library to disseminate information and best practices and hold a three-day final
conference for 30 council members.
Association of Ukrainian Law Enforcement Monitors
Human Rights
$38,334
Monitoring Human Rights Compliance by Law Enforcement Agencies To promote
Ukraine's adherence to international human rights standards. The Association will
conduct three trainings in Ukraine's regions for a total of 60 NGO activists, monitor
human rights violations by the police, and publish the results in its annual report, as well
as develop recommendations to prevent future abuses. The Association will also print and
distribute 300 copies of the report in Ukrainian and English.
Center for International Private Enterprise
Developing Market Economy
$357,707
Building Advocacy Momentum To build the capacity of Ukrainian business associations
and improve the entrepreneurialclimate through coalition-based advocacy. CIPE will build
the skills of reform-minded business leaders through training seminars, workshops and
small grants designed to stimulate advocacy on targeted issues. CIPE will also support
partner business associations to advocate for improvements in the entrepreneurial
environment with a focus on reducing corruption and improving public-private dialogue.
Center for Research on Social Perspectives in the Donbas
Freedom of Information
$34,995
Supporting Independent Regional Media To continue disseminating independent
information about and for Ukraine's regions. The Center will maintain its popular news
website, OstriV (www.ostro.org). NED support will cover the costs of three
correspondents, including two in the Donetsk region and one in Kyiv, who will produce
more than 100 analytical and 5,000 informational items for the website. Assistance will
also be used to cover a portion of the Center's basic operating costs.
Center for Society Research
Human Rights
$24,850
Promoting Freedom of Assembly To promote greater awareness of the freedom of
assembly. As part of a larger, national advocacy campaign, the Center will monitor
freedom of assembly throughout the country, including the reaction of the authorities,
and disseminate the results of its monitoring via a website.
Center UA
Accountability
$22,600
Promoting the Accountability of Public Officials To increase the accountability of public
figures in Ukraine. The Center UA will continue to operate its unique interactive website,
Vladometr.org (Powermeter), which monitors, documents and assesses promises made
by politicians, officials and prominent public figures.
Cherkasy Regional Organization of Committee Voters of Ukraine
Accountability
$22,000
Promoting Civic Activism and Government Accountability in Central Ukraine To promote
civic activism and government accountability in the Cherkasy region. The Cherkasy CVU

will hold five workshops for activists and local councilors on increasing cross-sectoral
communication, improving interaction between voters, civil society and local government,
and working with the public to solve pressing local issues. The CVU will also conduct a
campaign to monitor local councilors, MPs and mayors of major cities from the region
that will analyze pre-election platforms of those elected officials and assess their
performance since the elections. Results will be posted on a special section of the CVU's
website, deputat.ck.ua.
Chernihiv City Youth Organization Educational Center "Initiative"
NGO Strengthening
$28,270
Promoting Local Activism in Chernihiv Region To strengthen civil society in the northern
Ukrainian region of Chernihiv. The Initiative will organize a series of nine workshops and
trainings for NGO representatives, journalists and members of district councils from
seven districts in the Chernihiv region to resolve local problems through inter-sectoral
cooperation. Following the trainings, six teams of participants will receive small grants to
address local challenges. The Initiative will also publish seven issues of its newspaper
and convene a final conference.
Chernivtsi Committee of Voters of Ukraine
Accountability
$33,650
Promoting Accountability in Southwestern Ukraine To foster government accountability
and transparency in southwestern Ukraine. The Chernivtsi CVU will monitor the activities
of city council deputies in the Chernivtsi and Khmelnytsky regions, produce four
monitoring reports and publish them in its Krok Zakhid newspaper with a print run of
1,600 copies. It will hold seven roundtables to advocate for creating legal norms on
public participation in self-governing bodies and to foster relations between deputies and
the public. The CVU will also convene seven training seminars and produce 600 copies of
an advocacy manual for deputies, and launch an information campaign to promote public
participation in local communities. During the campaign, the CVU will survey 2,000
people and disseminate 1,500 copies of a "how to" booklet on civic activism.
Chernivtsi Society "Ukrainian People's House in Chernivtsi"
NGO Strengthening
$25,020
Enhancing Civic Journalism and NGO Cooperation To develop the communication skills of
youth activists and enhance cooperation of NGOs in the Chernivtsi and Kirovohrad
regions. The Society will organize a four-month course in civic journalism and a media
competition for 70 youth leaders, as well as produce a website, guidebook and two issues
of its Toloka (Community) newspaper. The NGO will also organize a study tour for the
eight most promising participants and bring together 100 activists for a final conference.
Coalition of Cherkassy Youth NGOs "Moloda Cherkaschyna"
NGO Strengthening
$31,855
Promoting Youth Activism in Central Ukraine To strengthen youth involvement in civil
society by enhancing a network of activists and organizations in central Ukraine. The
Coalition will organize two networking seminars and a six-day training for approximately
50 youth activists in four regions of central Ukraine: Kremenchug, Cherkassy, Kirovohrad
and Poltava. The Coalition will also conduct an information and monitoring campaign
on youth policy in the four regions, along with four civic actions developed by
participating young activists
Dniprovsky Center for Social Research
Freedom of Information
$23,830

Promoting Freedom of Information and Accountability in Dnipropetrovsk To increase
access to independent news and information in Ukraine's eastern region of
Dnipropetrovsk. The Center will continue producing its online newspaper Novyi Format
(www.nf.dp.ua), which features regional news and analysis in Ukrainian and Russian. The
Center will monitor the activities of elected officials, conduct an opinion poll, and convene
three roundtables to strengthen the professionalism of 20 journalists and NGO
representatives. The Center will also maintain and update its website on NGO
developments in the region at www.dcsi.dp.ua.13-880
Donetsk Press Club
Freedom of Information
$38,000
Fostering Freedom of Information in Eastern Ukraine To increase the capacity of
journalists and improve the professionalism of media in eastern Ukraine. The Press Club
will organize 20 meetings covering important national and regional issues for journalists
and media outlets throughout the Donetsk region. It will also convene six online
workshops on solving pertinent local problems for 60 representatives of Donetsk-based
NGOs, media, local authorities and experts. All activities will be publicized on the Club's
website at http://pclub.dn.ua.
Donetsk "Committee of Voters of Ukraine"
Freedom of Information
$49,440
Promoting Civic Journalism in Eastern Ukraine To promote civic journalism in the eastern
Donetsk region. The Donetsk CVU will develop an online platform for civic journalism by
holding a new media barcamp for bloggers and conducting a four-month school of
multimedia journalism for 20 civic journalists. Twelve of the most promising participants
will be selected to intern for six months at the CVU's portal, NGO.donetsk.ua. The CVU
will also hold a public competition for reporting by civic journalists and bloggers on the
"Unexpected Donbass."
Ilko Kucheriv Democratic Initiatives Foundation (DIF)
Democratic Ideas and Values
$41,298
Stimulating Dialogue on Transition Processes To stimulate informed debate and dialogue
among civil society, government and the general public on issues relating to Ukraine's
transition to democracy. Through three national polls, eight expert surveys, 10
roundtables, monthly bulletins and a quarterly scholarly journal, DIF will help ensure that
Ukraine's leaders are informed about public opinion, while at the same time making the
public aware about important policy debates.
Independent Association of Broadcasters
Human Rights
$44,875
Promoting Youth Human Rights Awareness To raise awareness of human rights, protect
freedom of speech, and educate youth about the role of media in democratic society. The
Association will organize its fourth annual Kinomedia Festival, which will include film
screenings and public lectures at universities in nine Ukrainian cities. The Association will
also conduct a short film contest, focusing on media freedom, democracy and human
rights, for students and young professionals from throughout Ukraine.
Institute of Mass Information
Freedom of Information
$36,450
Monitoring Freedom of the Media in Ukraine To analyze current and pending legislation
on the media and monitor violations of press freedom and attacks on journalists in
Ukraine. The Institute will conduct independent field investigations into cases of extreme

pressure or intimidation against journalists, publish an annual report on its monitoring,
and disseminate the findings to media outlets and the public though three press
conferences and its website, http://imi.org.ua.
Institute of Political Education
Accountability
$38,500
Strengthening Local Democracy To foster democratic local and regional government in
Ukraine. The Institute will conduct three-day training seminars in the Lviv, Chernihiv,
Donetsk and Kyiv regions for 125 newly elected local and regional councilors. The
trainings will promote a better understanding of the role and responsibilities of an elected
official and how to best address local needs.
Institute of the Republic
Human Rights
$32,609
Promoting Freedom of Assembly To promote of freedom of assembly. As part of a larger,
national advocacy campaign to defend and advance this human right following the 2012
parliamentary elections, the Institute will conduct two training sessions for 24 campaign
activists, organize six roundtables and six lectures in the regions on proposed legislation
regulating freedom of assembly in Ukraine and the country's international commitments,
convene three press conferences in Kyiv, and print and distribute 15,000 leaflets
publicizing campaign events.
International Republican Institute
Accountability
$275,000
Fostering Good Governance To promote democratic governance practices in Ukraine. IRI
will expand an innovative project model that has increased the capacity of the Cherkasy
municipality to implement best practices in good governance. IRI will expose new
municipalities to the innovative reform ideas currently being implemented in Cherkasy,
and mentor the administrations in Ternopil and Ivano-Frankivsk during the reform
process, bolstering existing demand for democratic reform amongst the citizenry, and
developing the advocacy capacity of civil society to channel that demand.
Journal Krytyka Ltd.
Freedom of Information
$33,304
Promoting Media Sustainability To strengthen independent media and democratic ideas
and values. The Journal will launch an online version of its prominent intellectual
publication, which contains analytical pieces on important political, economic and social
issues related to Ukraine's democratic transition. The new website, Krytyka Online, will
also serve as a networking platform, attracting a new generation of readers and
contributing to the journal's sustainability strategy. Endowment funds will be used to
support the re-design and re-launch of the Krytyka website and networking platform at
http://krytyka.com.
Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group (KHRPG)
Human Rights
$32,717
Providing Information and Analysis on Human Rights Issues
To promote and safeguard human rights. During a year in which Ukraine's human
rights behavior will come under scrutiny while it holds the OSCE chairmanship, the
KHRPG will produce a series of publications on human rights in Ukrainian, Russian, and
English; maintain a virtual human rights library on its website www.khpg.org; and
operate a separate website documenting and assisting victims of human rights abuses. It
will also continue monitoring draft legislation and providing recommendations to

lawmakers. Finally, the KHRPG will organize a School for Human Rights Leaders, enabling
40 activists from human rights organizations to develop management and financial skills.
Kherson City Association of Journalists "South"
Human Rights
$31,195
Promoting Human Rights through a Documentary Film Festival To cover the partial costs
of its 10th annual human rights film festival, Docudays UA. The theme of this year's
anniversary festival is 'Vybor - Yest!' (There is a Choice!). The unique event will again
feature domestic and international human rights documentary films and will include
public discussions and debates led by human-rights NGO representatives and experts.
Endowment support will be used to cover part of the festivals' seven-day inauguration in
Kyiv in March 2013.
Kherson City Association of Journalists "South"
Human Rights
$42,429
Promoting Human Rights through a Traveling Film Festival To raise public awareness of
human rights. The Association will organize the traveling version of its 10th annual
human rights film festival, Docudays UA, in 24 regions of Ukraine. The traveling festival
will feature 25 domestic and international human rights documentary films and will
include over 260 public discussions, seminars, performances and debates led by human
rights activists and NGO representatives.
Kherson Committee of Voters of Ukraine Accountability
$40,310
Promoting Government Accountability in Southern Ukraine To monitor the work of local
and regional councils in southern Ukraine. The Kherson CVU will track the
implementation of local election platforms and promises in the Kherson region. Focus
groups in Kherson, Novokakhovsk, Kakhovsk, Tsurupynsk and Skadovsk will inform local
citizens and officials about the monitoring program. The CVU will produce an analytical
report, online postings, two special editions of a newspaper, and a summary booklet for
distribution during four seminars, a roundtable and press conference.
Kherson Regional Charity and Health Foundation
Accountability
$24,540
Fostering Accountability and Transparency in Southern Ukraine To increase the
accountability of local and regional authorities in the southern region of Kherson. The
Foundation, which publishes the popular regional newspaper Vgoru, will increase citizens'
access to information about the activities of local and regional governments by
conducting and publishing a bimonthly newspaper supplement titled 'People and the
Authorities.' The supplement will include columns focusing on different aspects of
government performance and the activities of elected officials, as well as four in-depth
investigative journalism pieces on pressing issues in the region's rural areas. All
materials will be available online on the newspaper's website, www.vgoru.org.
Lion Society
NGO Strengthening
$48,084
Promoting Local Activism To continue promoting cooperation and local activism in
central, southern and eastern Ukraine. The Society will organize 14 seminars for up to
220 local activists and representatives of local authorities to promote best practices in
engaging local governments to resolve local issues, Sixteen promising participants from
NGOs will take part in two, four-day study tours in western Ukraine, including two
seminars in Lviv. The Society will also publish three brochures containing the seminar
materials in print runs of 300 copies each and distribute them to local activists,
community leaders, local government representatives and the media.

National Democratic Institute for International Affairs
NGO Strengthening
$371,000
Building Capacity for Domestic Election Monitoring To build the capacity of an indigenous
monitoring initiative in Ukraine and promote a freer and fairer May 2014 presidential
election. NDI will assist Opora in improving the governance, management,
communications, strategic planning, and technical aspects of its election observation
work by implementing a series of recommendations from an NDI-administered
assessment.-020GG
New Generation Youth Organization
NGO Strengthening
$33,879
Strengthening Local Civil Society in Rural Communities To increase the capacity of civic
initiatives in rural regions of southern Ukraine. The organization will hold two, three-day
trainings, one in each of the neighboring Mykolaiv and Kherson regions, for 25
representatives of local NGOs. New Generation will work with 10 of the best
participantsto carry out work plans to strengthen their local organizations. To assist local
groups with solving problems in their communities, New Generation will award eight
mini-grants of up to $700. A conference, bringing together all 50 participants, will be
convened at the end of the project to facilitate an exchange of lessons learned and
further collaboration.
Odesa Committee of Voters of Ukraine
Political Processes
$44,085
Monitoring Local Government in Southern Ukraine To monitor the work of local elected
officials in southern Ukraine. The Odesa CVU will conduct two training seminars on
monitoring for 10 activists. It will continue to monitor regional and local councils in
Odessa, Kotovsk, Rozdilnya, Bilhorod-Dnistrovsk, Izmail, Pozdilnya Izmail, and Reni. To
disseminate its findings, the CVU will produce and distribute 6,000 copies of the
preliminary monitoring results and 12,000 copies of the final monitoring results in its
bulletin IzbirKom, regularly publish related articles through local online and print media,
including its website at www.izbirkom.od.ua, and convene three roundtable discussions.
Open Society Foundation (OSF) - Ukraine
Accountability
$33,980
Promoting Legislative Accountability To continue monitoring and publicizing the activities
of deputies and political parties represented in the Ukrainian parliament. The OSF will
publish quarterly monitoring reports, prepare two versions of its annual monitoring
report, and a series of regionally-focused quarterly reports all of which focus on the
performance of elected officials. All the reports will be available online at the OSF's
website, www.deputat.org.ua, and distributed electronically to parliamentarians, NGOs
and the media. It will also conduct nine regional public roundtables on the program for
elected officials and NGO representatives.
Polissya Foundation for International and Regional Research
Accountability
$20,000
Improving the Accountability Skills of Journalists To increase the analytical skills of
journalists so they can hold accountable deputies in the Chernihiv region. Polissya will
conduct three trainings focusing on new media and analytical journalism for 12 local
journalists. Each journalist will create a blog to monitor the fulfillment of electoral
promises by local deputies. In addition, Polissya will produce and distribute an analytical
report and convene two press conferences on the project.

Public Organization Telekritika
Freedom of Information
$58,250
Promoting a Pluralistic and Balanced Media Environment in Ukraine To foster
transparency and promote the professionalism of the media sector. While serving as an
independent resource to assist journalists, Telekritika will continue to monitor Ukraine's
media outlets for censorship, restrictions on freedom of the press, and harassment and
physical attacks against journalists. The monitoring results will be published on
Telekritika's website (www.telekritika.kiev.ua) and in its print journal, Telekritika.
Regional Press Development Institute (RPDI)
Accountability
$50,000
Promoting Government Transparency To promote government transparency and
accountability by improving the quality and responsiveness of government-run websites
and e-governance initiatives. RPDI will monitor the effectiveness of 56 government
websites, disseminate the findings of its monitoring, and work with government bodies
on improving the sites' contents and performance. To mark the end of the three-year
project, RPDI will produce a comprehensive analytical report and present it at a press
conference in Kyiv.
School for Policy Analysis of the Kyiv-Mohyla Academy
Democratic Ideas and Values
$52,650
Promoting Constitutional Reform To promote constitutional reform. Building on previous
NED-supported projects, which developed a series of proposals for constitutional reform,
the organization will deepen public engagement and broaden debate on the issue by
conducting a nation-wide poll, publishing a set of online informational resources,
producing 1,500 copies of a brochure and a series of monthly articles, and convening a
roundtable with 30 experts, government officials and NGO representatives.
Sumy Regional Committee of Youth Organizations
NGO Strengthening
$49,866
Promoting Civic Activism in Northeastern Ukraine To foster the development of civil
society in rural areas of northeastern Ukraine. The Committee will work with its network
of over 30 NGOs to increase civil society initiatives in the Sumy and Kharkiv regions. It
will hold three trainings for 60 NGO activists, maintain its website at
www.molod.sumy.ua, publish seven issues of its bulletin Spalakh, support five local
initiatives through a mini-grants competition, and convene a regional conference for 30
activists.2013-88
Ukrainian Catholic University
Human Rights
$32,740
Promoting Religious Freedom To promote freedom of conscience through an informed
analysis of religious rights and obstructions to religious freedom. The Ukrainian Catholic
University will continue to operate its Religious Information Service of Ukraine (RISU), an
online news agency (www.risu.org.ua) that covers issues of church-state relations,
religious rights, and conflicts between Ukraine's various faith-based communities. NED
support will cover the costs of staff salaries, website development and maintenance,
news correspondents, and two roundtables. The unique website will publish more than
2,000 articles and analyses during the coming year.
Ukrainian Center for Economic and Political Research Named After Oleksandr
Razumkov

Democratic Ideas and Values
$26,660
Analyzing Ukraine's Democratic Development To continue publishing National Security
and Defense, one of the most widely read policy journals in Ukraine. NED support will be
used to produce two issues in 2013. Each issue, to be published in an edition of 3,000
copies in Ukrainian and 800 copies in English, will provide a thorough examination of
issues of particular importance to Ukraine's democratic transition.
Ukrainian Center for Independent Political Research (UCIPR)
Political Processes
$79,250
Promoting Transparency in Political Processes To promote public discussion on
democracy-related topics in Ukraine. UCIPR will conduct nine research projects on
various aspects of democratic development. The think tank will organize four focus
groups bringing together representatives of civil society and the authorities, three
roundtables, two in the country's regions and one in Kyiv, and a conference. This year,
UCIPR will focus on political party transparency and reform as well as examine the state
of local democracy. Two studies, on local democracy and political party communications,
will be published in 500 copies each.
Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights Union
Human Rights
$49,960
Promoting Human Rights To raise awareness about human rights in Ukraine. The Union
will produce the 2012 edition of its annual report on the country's human rights situation,
publish 1,500 copies in Ukrainian and 300 copies in English, prepare 300 copies on
compact disc, and make the document available on its website at www.helsinki.org.ua.
The Union will also organize a press conference and a roundtable to highlight the report's
findings.
Ukrainian Youth Association of Ukraine (SUM)
NGO Strengthening
$40,070
Strengthening Civil Society in Central and Eastern Ukraine To strengthen youth civil
society organizations in the Chernihiv, Donetsk, Zaporizha and Kirovohrad regions of
Ukraine. SUM will conduct three training seminars for 30 potential civic leaders in the
Zaporizha region as well as one seminar for 30 NGO leaders from all four regions;
organize four working meetings for 35 NGO leaders and a two-day conference for 40
participants and hold a mini-grant competition that will provide funding for six local civic
initiatives.
Vinnytsia Regional Committee of Youth Organizations
NGO Strengthening
$33,170
Mobilizing Communities in the Vinnytsia Region To develop the skills of local civil society
leaders to more effectively mobilize communities and engage them in solving pertinent
local problems. The program will include four trainings and three study visits for local
activists, as well as a mini-grant program that will provide support to five community
activism projects. The Committee will produce five video clips and three interviews about
successfully implemented projects and publicize them through local websites, radio and
TV stations and a press conference.
Youth Alternative
Democratic Ideas and Values
$68,170
Preparing Ukraine's Future Leaders To promote youth activism and engagement in
government processes. Youth Alternative will continue and expand its government

internship program. The organization will select 35 students from leading Kyiv
universities to serve eight-month fellowships in the Verkhovna Rada, Ukraine's national
legislature. In addition, it will select 140 students to serve five-month fellowships at local
councils in 20 regions. Interns will participate in 47 related events, including orientation,
training seminars and roundtables. They will also produce educational booklets, with a
total print run of 500 copies.
Zhytomyr Youth Civic Organization "Modern Format"
Democratic Ideas and Values
$39,962
Promoting Civic Engagement Among Youth in Northern Ukraine To engage youth in the
process of strengthening and implementing democratic ideas and values in their
communities. Modern Format will organize two, parallel, year-long schools that will
present the core ideas and values of democracy and human rights through two different
perspectives. One school will target journalists; the other will be for civic activists. A total
of 100 youth people in the Zhytomyr region will take part in the program.
Accountability
$31,293
Strengthening Transparency in Northeastern Ukraine To promote transparency and
accountability in the use of public funds in northeastern Ukraine. The organization will
train civic activists to identify corruption in local governments. It will also produce a final
report to be disseminated through press conferences.
Freedom of Information
$21,139
Strengthening Investigative Journalism and Intersectoral Cooperation To boost the
capacity for investigative journalism and increase cooperation between journalists and
civil society. The organization will hold basic trainings and advanced workshops for
journalists and support a series of investigative pieces. It will also work with local
community councils to monitor the impact of the investigative articles and produce a final
report on best practices and lessons learned from the program.
$36,882
Analyzing Regional Security To stimulate public discussion on and policy responses to
threats to democracy in Ukraine's regions. The organization will identify and foster
debate on key issues while developing and advocating for policy responses. It will
organize roundtables, print and distribute its bulletin, and publish articles in regional
newspapers.
$13,674
Promoting Civic Journalism To stimulate civic journalism among youth. The organization
will trainings in for youth activists from local communities and NGOs. Young people will
learn how to develop and create content focusing on issues that affect the lives of
citizens for social media. The most active participants will be selected to take part in a
master class with a well-known Ukrainian journalist.
Human Rights
$20,287
Defending Human Rights To educate and inform youth about defending their basic civil
rights. The organization will conduct seminars and trainings on recognizing, addressing
and resolving day-to-day civic rights violations. To inform and educate a wider audience,
the organization will produce and post a series of online training videos and informational
materials, as well as publish 1,000 copies of a legal handbook.
$40,892
Promoting Awareness of Rights and Freedoms in Southern Ukraine To raise awareness of
legal and human rights in southern Ukraine. The organization will maintain a legal clinic
providing free legal aid to the public and organize a series of events drawing attention to
rights abuses, including roundtables for representatives of the local authorities,

roundtables for the NGO community, and public lectures on legal rights. It will also
conduct an extensive advertising campaign on rights issues, including leaflets and other
materials, billboards, banners and TV spots. It will also publish bimonthly columns in
local newspapers and disseminate a monthly e-bulletin on legal and human rights.
$30,000
Fostering Human Rights Networks To strengthen a network of human rights
organizations. The organization will convene a training for representatives of human
rights NGOs and initiative groups, conduct trainings in towns and villages, and operate
and publicize a human rights hotline and reception centers that will provide free legal
assistance to citizens.
$21,790
Promoting Human Rights To promote human rights. The organization will conduct a
training for regional activists to improve human rights monitoring. Following the training,
the organization will organize volunteer groups of training participants, lawyers, elected
officials and other activists to monitor human rights abuses. These groups will track
reported cases and utilize the information for broader advocacy campaigns.
NGO Strengthening
$29,469
Fostering Intersectoral Cooperation in Central Ukraine To inform, educate and activate
civil society. The organization will organize trainings on proposal writing, project
development, and community and civil society development projects, as well as on
project implementation, to foster civil society.
$19,920
Promoting Community Activism in Southern Ukraine To stimulate civic activism in
southern Ukraine. The organization will conduct trainings in villages and towns to
facilitate the implementation of local projects targeting community problems, and
convene a roundtable webinar with community representatives to present project
outcomes and lessons learned for representatives from Ukrainian and international NGOs.
$19,507
Strengthening the Capacity of Youth NGOs To strengthen youth activism. The
organization will support a network of youth organizations and initiative groups through a
series of trainings to increase members' capacity and professionalism. It will provide
informational and technical support for the youth organizations' events and activities. The
organization will promote the network by holding a press conference and disseminating a
booklet highlighting the organizations' activities to local government offices, media,
schools, and other NGOs.

Thousands of Ukrainian refugees flee to Russia for an
uncertain future
Rancor among refugees in Russia shows challenges facing Kiev
By Paul Sonne
The Wall Street Journal (02.07.2014) - When the neighbor's dog was killed by artillery
fire, it was time to go.
Oksana Vasilieva was in the kitchen of her home on Comintern Street in the Ukrainian
city of Slovyansk in late May as the shelling of her neighborhood began. She screamed
for the children to run outside and then herded them into the cellar.

When they emerged, the neighbors' house had been hit. So had their sandy-brown dog,
its dead body mangled in the remnants of a destroyed metal fence. She boarded an
evacuation bus and fled to Russia.
"I'm not going to return," Ms. Vasilieva, 36 years old, said outside the one-room bunk
she has been sharing with her mother and daughter in a refugee facility at a summer
camp on the Azov Sea. "It's a dead city."
Ms. Vasilieva is one of tens of thousands of people from Ukraine's southeast Donetsk and
Luhansk regions who have fled to Russia in the 2½ months since fighting between proRussia separatists and Ukrainian forces started.
Many of them, feeling alienated, resentful and afraid, are vowing to build their lives anew
in Russia, despite the dread and uncertainty of starting over with next-to-nothing.
According to the United Nations, 110,000 Ukrainian refugees have gone to Russia since
the start of the year and 54,000 more have left their homes and moved elsewhere in
Ukraine.
The rancor among those fleeing to Russia is palpable, and shows the broken nature of
Ukrainian society even if the government manages to retake control of the separatistheld areas.
Many in southeast Ukraine feel alienated from the country's western half, which is
oriented more toward Europe, culturally and economically. Russian propaganda has
reinforced that division and suggested that as Russian speakers, they were only
Ukrainian by an accident of history.
President Vladimir Putin himself has adopted some of the language of the separatists,
using the tsarist term Novorossiya (New Russia) in April to refer to regions such as
Donetsk and Luhansk, which were given to Ukraine in the 1920s by the Soviets. "Why
they did that, God knows," he said on Russian television.
Ukraine's new pro-Western government has failed to persuade the locals otherwise or
win their trust.
As a result, some refugees traversing the Russian border expressed a conviction that
Ukrainian forces had moved in not to neutralize separatists but to force people like them
out. Chistka was the word on their lips, the Russian term for purge that has become a
buzzword in reports by Russian state news.
"To them, we have always been Moskaly," said Ms. Vasilieva, using the Ukrainian slur for
Russians.
She and others looked on with envy when Russia took control of Crimea, hoping that
their region, too, would become Russian. "We always considered ourselves Russians,"
she said.
Those who feel otherwise generally have fled in the other direction. Ukrainian cities such
as Kiev, Kharkiv and Dnipropetrovsk are also coping with an influx of refugees. Polls
conducted before the insurgency showed a bulk of the southeast's residents wanted to
remain part of Ukraine.
Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko is guaranteeing amnesty for those who put down
their weapons and haven't committed grave crimes, but many refugees don't believe the
promise.

Some of those arriving in Russia expressed worries that Ukrainian authorities, should
they regain the territory, would hunt down locals who voted in a May separatist
referendum or punish friends and relatives of rebel militants.
Ukraine has accused Russia of inflating the number of refugees—the speaker of Russia's
upper chamber of parliament last month cited a figure nearly four times the U.N.
estimate—and of sparking the crisis by supporting the separatists in the first place.
Russian officials have shot back by criticizing Ukraine and its Western allies for turning a
blind eye to a humanitarian crisis they blame on the Ukrainian military.
Nowhere in Russia has seen a more dramatic influx than the Rostov region, which
borders the heaviest conflict zone.
According to the local branch of Russia's Ministry of Emergency Services, the region had
registered 15,802 displaced people from Ukraine as of June 26, more than 6,000 of them
children. There are likely many more who haven't registered.
Most are living with friends, relatives or volunteers, but more than 3,600 are staying in
government-issued facilities such as college dorms and the Dmitriadovka summer camp
where Ms. Vasilieva landed.
Many of the summer facilities aren't winterized, so they will have to move come autumn,
but they don't know where.
Ukrainians technically can stay in Russia only for 90 days at a time. Russia has
announced plans to modify the rules, but the new regulations have yet to become clear.
The biggest worry among many, apart from finding jobs, is where they can enroll their
children in school in the fall given the mass influx of children.
Russian officials already are dispatching them to other regions, including the restive
north Caucasus.
Many of the Ukrainian refugees have lost hope that their hometowns can be restored.
"If it is possible, I don't know how many years it would take," Ms. Vasilieva said of
Slovyansk, where she lived her whole life. She is intending to take her 14- and 6-yearold daughters as well as her mother to start over somewhere in Russia. Where—she
doesn't know.
Months ago, she was picking out clothes for her younger daughter to start first grade and
planning for the other's higher education. Now she says she's thankful for a bed, water
and a working toilet. She shrugged. "Who knew that life would take this kind of turn?"
Write to Paul Sonne at paul.sonne@wsj.com

500,000 refugees from Ukraine in Russia
HRWF (01.07.2014) - In its Volume 11, Issue 118 (June 30, 2014) Jamestown
Foundation published an article entitled “Domestic Pressure on Putin to Intervene
in Ukraine Mounts”, a part of which is devoted to refugees from Ukraine. Here is a
relevant excerpt about this topic:

“The domestic pressure on Putin to act is only going to increase as a result of Russian
news reports about floods of refugees pouring over the border from Ukraine. Russia’s
Federal Migration Service (FMS) claims that there are more than 500,000 refugees from
Ukraine currently residing in the Rostov Oblast alone. Following a presentation on the
problem, the head of the FMS, Konstantin Romadonovsky, said that “Belgorod, Rostov,
Voronezh, and Kursk oblasts are the border regions where Russia now has many
problems, because of the Ukrainians who have left their country” (ITAR-TASS, June 24).
Even if this estimated number of refugees seems high, there is no doubt that the refugee
crisis is real for Russia. Other reports claim that “in the past two weeks, more than
109,000 Ukrainian citizens and 61,000 Russian citizens” have come to Russia, because of
the fighting in Ukraine (Izvestiya, June 19). Although Ukrainian President Petro
Poroshenko has declared a ceasefire and the separatist leaders have claimed they
accepted it, sporadic violence has not ceased (see EDM, June 24). As a result of this
news, public pressure is growing in Russia for the government to do something regarding
the ongoing conflict in Donbas.
The United Nations has also taken an interest in the unfolding refugee crisis in southern
Russia, sending UN’s Special Representative for Refugees Baisa Vak-Voia to visit some of
the camps in the Rostov Oblast. Vak-Voia reported a large number of children among the
displaced; the special Dimtriadovskii camp outside of Taganrog has been established
exclusively for mothers and children (Vesti, June 22). Images of suffering children are
particularly powerful, which again increases the domestic pressure on Putin to intervene
to stop the fighting across the border.
Refugees from Ukraine are certainly receiving a warmer welcome than most migrants in
Russia. Romadonovskii announced that refugees from Ukraine may apply for Russian
citizenship and the Russian government is offering compensation for the new arrivals to
disperse around Russia (see EDM, June 27). In particular, the authorities are encouraging
newly arrived Slavic migrants to move to the Far East and Baikal regions, with
compensation of between 120,000 to 240,000 rubles ($3,500 to $7,100) (Lenta.ru, June
19). Thus, the Russian government appears, in part, to be using the refugees from
Ukraine to reverse what it claims to be the displacement of ethnic Slavs in the Russian
Far East by Chinese immigrants. Moscow has long considered migration a national
security problem in Asian Russia, but because many of the refugees from Ukraine are
ethnic Russians, they are not seen as a security problem.”

Number of internally displaced persons by conflict in
Ukraine reaches 54,000
The Globe and Mail (27.06.2014) / http://www.theglobeandmail.com - Some 16,400
people fled their homes in eastern Ukraine in the past week, many citing a deteriorating
situation and fears of abduction, bringing the number of displaced within the country to
54,000, the UN refugee agency said on Friday.
“We are seeing a sharp rise in [internal] displacement in Ukraine,” Melissa Fleming, chief
spokeswoman of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, told a news briefing.
Another 110,000 people have left Ukraine for Russia so far this year, only 9,500 of whom
have sought refugee status, while 700 others have gone to Poland, Belarus, the Czech
Republic and Romania, she said.
On Friday, Putin said during a diplomatic ceremony in the Kremlin that violence has
forced tens of thousands of Ukrainians to seek refuge, including in Russia. Putin also

called for a long-term ceasefire in Ukraine to allow talks between representatives of Kiev
and eastern regions where rebels are waging an armed insurgency.

Mysterious money supposedly allocated for refugees
Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group (27.06.14) /
http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1403796471 - Civic Activist Olexandra Dvoretska
reports that she and colleagues have been unable to learn any details about the 25
million UAH supposedly allocated by the Cabinet of Ministers to provide temporary
accommodation for Crimeans forced from their homes because of Russia’s occupation of
the peninsula.
Efforts to find the relevant resolution have also proven fruitless making the reports in the
media on Wednesday baffling, especially since they quoted Ostap Semerak from the
government speaking at a press conference. A person at Semerak’s office also knew
nothing about the money.
On the other hand, Interfax Ukraine, UNIAN and other agencies had no reason to make
up a press conference given by Semerak. Nor would it be likely that they themselves
came up with the explanation that the money was targeted aid of 200 UAH per day.
Clarification is particularly important given the hopelessly inadequate measures thus far
taken to provide for the large numbers of people displaced as the result of the
annexation of the Crimea and the trouble in eastern Ukraine caused by Kremlin-backed
militants.
Law no. 4998-1, passed on June 19, is supposed to resolve the problems of these everincreasing numbers. It unfortunately does nothing of the kind and human rights groups
and activists working directly with people displaced (often, like Dvoretska, themselves
forced from their homes) have either demanded serious amendments or asked President
Petro Poroshenko to veto it.
The bill only covers the Crimea and the areas where anti-terrorist operation are or have
been carried out. There have already been terrorist attacks by the Kremlin-backed
militants on railways, a railway bridge and others. If these become more serious and
frequent, then people will surely begin fleeing their homes from those places as well.
The law claimed to need no additional government spending which seems wildly
unrealistic unless it was seen only as a smoke screen passed to pretend that the
government was doing something. It also makes unwieldy demands, effectively
requiring people who may have left their homes in great haste to ‘prove’ that they were
displaced.
There are also a number of provisions which would be likely to lead to corruption or
simply leave people without any help with accommodation since such help would be
denied if the people do not agree to the place proposed. Such demands may be realistic
if a person is fleeing for a week or two. They are not necessarily reasonable in the
present situation where people have no idea when they will be able to return. In such a
situation, they will clearly want to consider other factors, such as work or educational
opportunities, etc. With the law in its current form, they go where sent, or face having to
find a place to stay themselves.

KHPG statement on the adoption of a law on internally
displaced persons
Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group (22.06.2014) /
http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1403438628 - Draft law No. 4998-1 was tabled in
parliament on June 19 and adopted that same day in full, this meaning with serious
infringements of the regulations. Such haste could be explained by its particular urgency,
however unfortunately it does not on the whole resolve the problems of forcibly displaced
people. There was no public discussion of this draft law and the recommendations of the
UNHCR on the crucial provisions in such a bill were ignored. It is baffling why MPs Valery
Patskan and Serhiy Sobolyev rejected draft law No. 4998 on the same subject, tabled by
them on June 17 together with Volodymyr Aryev. That draft law, in our assessment, was
much better at considering the rights and legitimate interests of people forcibly
displaced.
The law only covers forced migrants from the Crimea, Sevastopol and the anti-terrorist
operation [ATO] zone. This means that if there should be forced migration, for example,
as a result of a terrorist attack outside the ATO zone, the law will not cover people
displaced from that territory. In this sense the law is short-sighted.
The explanatory note states that the adoption of the draft bill does not require additional
spending from the State Budget. This suggests that the legislators do not want to
concern themselves with those forcibly displaced at all, and want them to be looked after
by international organizations, charities and the Ukrainian public alone.
According to Article 3.13 a person can be refused a document certifying that they are
displaced if:
a. there are no warranted grounds for forced evacuation from one home on territory
stipulated in Article 1 § 2 of this law;
b. the authorities have information about:
the person having committed a crime against peace and humanity; the constitutional
order or Ukraine’s territorial integrity;
participation in unlawful actions, as per international law and current legislation, on
temporarily occupied territory or territory where an anti-terrorist operation is
underway.
(a) means that the onus is placed on a person to prove that they left their home “on the
territory of Ukraine as a result of circumstances which place the person’s life and health
in jeopardy, or that of their family, the loss of accommodation, means (sources) of
existence; the threat of the use of force, persecution for political, religious convictions,
ethnic origin or belonging to certain social groups, or in order to avoid the consequences
of armed conflict or occupation, widespread demonstrations of violence, rights
infringements, and where the person has not crossed an internationally recognized state
border.
The principle in item (b) will seriously complicate the procedure for receiving a document
confirming that a person is a forced migrant and thus specifically “creates the risk of
corruption infringements” and the grounds for large-scale refusals to provide such a
document.
This could mean that the State Migration Service [SMS] will have to ask for information
from the Interior Ministry and SBU to check out people seeking enforced migrant status.

This in general poses a danger to the life, health and property of people displaced since
such information requests will go to the law enforcement bodies on territory from where
the person has come, and could therefore fall into the hands of the terrorists.
Item (b) may be placed only in a provision about the grounds for stripping a person of
forced migrant status, not in provisions about refusing to provide the document.
Under the present law it is the SMS which is responsible for enforced migrants. This
reflects the philosophy behind this law: the state gives more importance to keeping
records and following migration of displaced persons than to providing them with help. If
the main aim of the law is to provide people who as the result of forced migration find
themselves in a difficult social situation, then this means that the Ministry of Social Policy
should look after them.
No procedure is set out for registration of place of residence under which the displaced
people retain their old registration and are thus able to enjoy all rights and legitimate
interests.
No help at all is provided with accommodation if the forced migrants themselves choose
the region and the place of residence is not included in the list of regions set out by the
Cabinet of Ministers for temporarily putting forced migrants. The government could thus
deprive most displaced people of help with accommodation since the people want to work
according to their profession, study and integrate in a new environment.
The above does not, unfortunately, exhaust the list of failings of the law and threats to
people’s rights resulting from its adoption. The law in general does not achieve the aim of
providing effective help to people internally displaced.
We recommend that a draft law with amendments and supplements to the law be drawn
up and passed at the next plenary session of the Verkhovna Rada.
Yevhen Zakharov, Director of the Kharkiv Human Rights Group

English-language translation of Poroshenko's inaugural
address on June 7
Kyiv Post (07.06.2014) / http://www.kyivpost.com/content/ukraine/english-languagetranslation-of-poroshenkos-inaugural-address-on-june-7-351071.html - Editor's Note:
The following is the English-language translation of Ukrainian President Petro
Poroshenko's inaugural address on June 7 in the Verkhovna Rada.
We, Ukrainians, "are a living spark in the family of European nations and active members
of European civilizational work". These are the words of Ivan Franko.
"To stand with one's feet and heart in Ukraine and one's head in Europe," Mykhailo
Drahomanov commanded.
The return of Ukraine to its natural, European state has been long-awaited by many
generations.
Dictatorship that ruled Ukraine in recent years sought to deprive us of this prospect people rebelled.

Victorious Revolution of dignity has not only changed the government.
The country has changed. People have changed.
The time of inevitable positive changes has come.
To implement them, we need first of all peace, security and unity.
A real war, planned and unleashed in the Ukrainian Donbas, became an obstacle for
enormous opportunities that opened for the European modernization of Ukraine after the
fall of tyranny.
Until now, many people thought that we got independence without any difficulty.
It is not true! Entire generations of Ukrainian patriots struggled for our independence.
Heroes of Nebesna Sotnya died for it.
Warriors and civilians of Ukraine die for it.
Let us honor the memory of those who died for freedom and independence of Ukraine
with a moment of silence.
Moment of silence
Video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LW8qT1fMA7Q#t=66
Ukrainian Text:
http://www.5.ua/ukrajina/politika/item/385839-inauhuratsiina-promova-novohoprezydenta-povnyi-tekst-ta-video

Odessa 2nd May Tragedy: Tragedy Narrative
HRWF (07.06.2014) - Using local testimonies and various sources from both conflicting
sides, Human Rights Without Frontiers tried to briefly reconstruct the sequence of events
of the 2nd May tragedy to facilitate the work of an international independent commission
of investigation. A number of testimonies and press articles contradicted each other,
were biased or just unfound rumors.
Human Rights Without Frontiers disregarded a number of data that was not credible or
could not be confirmed. However, the version of the facts below does not claim to be THE
truth, just a tentative approach of what happened. Only an international independent
commission with sufficient human and financial resources can come closer to the reality.

Location of the main events on the map
1.
Gathering of anti-Maidan supporters in Alexandrovskiy Ave. at 14:30
2.
Gunshot by an unknown man according to an anti-Maidan source
3.
Anti-Maidan supporters attack the premises of pro-Maidan self-defence forces
in Zhukov Street
4.
Various locations of police forces
5.
Column of anti-Maidan supporters going to Greek Square
6.
Clashes between anti-Maidan supporters and pro-Maidan demonstrators in
Greek Street
7.
Barricades
8.
Pro-Maidan supporters going to Greek Street, Deribasovskaya St. and Bunina
St.
9.
Pro-Maidan supporters heading to Greek Square from various streets
10. Clashes between anti-Maidan supporters and pro-Maidan supporters (Greek
Square parking)

11.

Anti-Maidan people run away

(The map was published by an anti-Maidan newspaper: the red lines show the
movements of the anti-Maidan supporters and the black lines the movements of
the pro-Maidan supporters. The comments are based on the investigation of Human
Rights Without Frontiers. See detailed chronological narrative below)
Act I
6 people killed by firearms in the centre of the city (allegedly 4 pro-Maidan and
2 anti-Maidan)
On 2nd May, a football match was to take place between the local club of Chernomorets
Odessa and Metalist of Karkhiv (from Eastern Ukraine) in the afternoon.
On that day, around 14:00-15:00, Odessa and Kharkiv fans, pro-Maidan supporters and
several dozens of members of self-defence units gathered in the centre of the city at
Soborna Square near the Orthodox Cathedral to march for the "Unity of Ukraine".
Soborna Square is one block and a half from the Greek Square area. They are
interconnected by Greek street. The pro-Maidan self-defence units, a paramilitary
patriotic organization formed during Euro-Maidan events in Kiyv, were equipped to
protect the demonstrators in case of attack.
A number of participants in the march for the "Unity of Ukraine" supported the national
idea, others were against dictatorship, and then there were ordinary football fans,
the majority. According to some sources, they numbered about 2000 altogether.
At about the same time, some 200-300 armed anti-Maidan activists left their camp in
Kulikovo Square, situated near the railway station, walked for about 2-3 km and
gathered in Alexandrovskiy Avenue near the city centre. They had guns, bats, knives and
wore helmets and bulletproof vests.
According to an anti-Maidan source the first gunshot happened close to Alexandrovskiy
Avenue, about 300 m from the rally of the pro-Maidan supporters. It was however not
confirmed by other sources but if it is true, it cannot be directly related to the pro-Maidan
demonstration. Nobody was wounded or killed. The same anti-Maidan source claims that
the shooter was beaten and handed over to the police.
According to the same source, after this first shot, the group of anti-Maidan fighters
moved towards the nearby premises of a pro-Maidan self-defence militia and tried to
attack it. However, police forces protected the building.
In most media sources and also according to testimonies collected by Human Rights
Without Frontiers,the first person was killed on the corner of Deribasavskaya Street and
Preobrazhenskaya St.: a 25 year-old man was shot by an anti-Maidan supporter (His
picture surrounded by flowers is hanging on a fence at the place he died). According to
Zoya Kazanzhy (one of the leaders of Euromaidan in Odessa, journalist, recently
appointed as a vice-governor of Odessa oblast) the victim was just passing by and was
not a demonstrator.
Anti-Maidan activists came armed to the city centre
Around 3pm, fans of the two teams from Odessa and Kharkiv started walking, chanting
patriotic slogans such as "Odessa, Kharkiv, Ukraine", singing the Ukrainian national
anthem and songs against Russian President Vladimir Putin.

Violence started when both groups met in Greek Street and Greek Square. The antiMaidan activists started to behave aggressively: they began to destroy the pavement and
to throw the tiles at the pro-Maidan demonstrators.
The members of the self-defence units formed a chain and put up their shields at the
crossing with Greek Street to protect the football fans. This didn't stop the attackers:
they threw rocks and grenades into the column. People were injured with rocks, hit in the
face and the head. In response, football fans and self-defence units threw fireworks and
smoke grenades at the aggressors.
The street filled with smoke and the attackers retreated to Greek Street and the Athina
mall in Greek Square.
While the self-defence members stood in a line in front of the demonstrators for the
"Unity of Ukraine", covering themselves with shields, police officers formed a similar line
next to the anti-Maidan activists. Despite the cordon, they continued throwing rocks and
other objects.
The anti-Maidan crowd was outnumbered and soon went on the defensive. Angry football
fans went on the attack, pelted the aggressors with rocks and chased them from nearby
side streets.
Gunshots fired by pro-Russian aggressors; first person killed
That's when the first gunshots were fired.
One of the anti-Maidan supporters, armed with a Kalashnikov machine gun, opened fire
in a lane leading to Odessa's main Deribasovskaya Street. A bullet hit a young football
fan in the chest, killing him. Several dozen others, injured by rocks, were taken away by
ambulance.
After the first blood spilled, the violence escalated on both sides.
Street fighting left six dead, more than 100 wounded
Police officers attempted to protect the anti-Maidan fighters, who were the attackers but
who were in minority. However, they were thrown back by Molotov cocktails and rocks.
The pro-Maidan side began using firearms too, according to some sources.
The street fighting went on for a few hours, initially claiming the lives of four men and
injuring about 100 people. The deputy chief of Odessa police, Dmitriy Fuchedzhy, and the
chief editor of the popular local online newspaper Dumskaya.net, Oleh Konstantinov,
were among the injured.
Around 5pm, pro-Maidan activists captured a fire truck and drove it into the crowd of
anti-Maidan people, using its water cannon to disperse the fighting crowd. The football
fans chased the opponents, and beat those who they caught, while pro-Maidan selfdefence members tried to restrain them from lynching their victims. By this time, many
ambulances were at the scene.
By the end of the afternoon, six people had been killed in the city centre. While their
names are known, there are still contradictory reports about their political affiliation one
month after the events. Four or five pro-Maidan demonstrators were killed with
firearms. Yevgeniy Losinskiy, an anti-Maidan activist, died eleven days later. Another
anti-Maidan activist was also said to have been killed in the city center.Andrey Biryukov,
36, was said to be just a passer-by.
The role of the medical services

At Odessa city hospitals No 1, No 10, and No 11 volunteer collection centers were put in
place to help victims of the recent violence, reported Ukrainska Pravda on 4 th May.
As stated on the Odessa City Council website, Odessa residents, volunteer groups from
Kyiv, Odessa pro-Maidan activists and the leadership of self-defense units actively helped
city hospitals and victims of the events of 2 nd May.
After the violent clashes, some 214 people sought medical attention or were brought in
by ambulances. Of those 88 were hospitalized. The rest received outpatient care or
refused hospitalization. As of Saturday 3rd May, of the 88 hospitalized patients, three had
died - one from gunshot wounds, the second from trauma during a fall, the third one
from burns.
According to the available data on 4th March, 46 people had died as a result of clashes
between the supporters and opponents of Maidan in Odessa.
The role of the police
There are 3,000 policemen in the city and 11,000 in the entire oblast. They knew there
would be clashes and nothing was done to prevent the first phase of the cycle of
violence. High-ranking officers said they had been in a meeting from 12.00 until 16.00
and that they were without their cell phones! This is really hard to believe.
The number of police officers on the street was insufficient, and they were overwhelmed
by the magnitude of the violence. Their loyalty was also questionable. Anti-Maidan
activists were hiding behind the policemen to shoot at the pro-Maidan demonstrators as
videos have shown. Many people were injured during the clashes, including police, and
had to be transported to several hospitals.
The head of the city police, Andrei Netrebskiy, is under house arrest. The oblast police
head, Piotr Lutsyuk, and his deputy, Dmitriy Fuczedzhi, have disappeared and are being
tracked down. Fuczedzhi has taken refuge in the pro-Russian region of Transnistria, a
part of Moldova that is outside the control of the authorities. He has given a long
interview to a Russian television channel.
Act II
About 40 people died in Kulikovo Square
Around 6.30 pm, after the Anti-Maidan supporters were chased away, a group of proMaidan activists headed to Kulikovo Square with the intention to clear the place from the
tents of the anti-Maidan activists. Clashes and exchanges of Molotov cocktails led to the
fire that cost the lives to about 40 anti-Maidan activists.
Anti-Maidan crowd flees to Trade Union building
At Kulikovo Square, anti-Maidan activists started building barricades around their camp
and at the entrance of the Trade Union building to stop the pro-Maidan activists.
When the pro-Maidan activists set the tents and stage on fire, Odessa Oblast council
member Oleksiy Alba, the leader of the anti-Maidan activists, told his people to take
refuge in the Trade Union building and to barricade themselves in it. This was a wrong
decision as they trapped themselves in the building.
The anti-Maidan supporters were said to throw Molotov cocktails from the rooftop and
several floors of the building and the pro-Maidan activists were said to attack it with
rocks and Molotov cocktails,
Several bottles of petrol bombs broke into the front entrance and the windows of the
second and fourth floor, where the fire spread quickly. Some sources say the anti-Maidan
activists set on fire their own barricades at the entrance to keep the attackers outside.

In the end, the burning building trapped all the people who were inside. A number of
them were reported to have died after jumping from the upper floors as they tried to
escape from the fire and some 20-30 people died of suffocation alone. See the details of
the list of victims in the Annex.
At the same time, a number of pro-Maidan activists saved several dozen people from the
rooms on the second and third floor.
Firefighters slow to respond
Firefighters arrived an hour after the fire began although their premises were very close
to the place of the tragedy. This point will have to be investigated.
More than 100 people inside the building fled to the roof to safety. Police officers were
said to arrive after the fire was extinguished. Some sources say that 400 people were
saved from the building. It seems no policeman was killed or even injured at Kulikovo
Square.

Bloodiest day in Odessa since 1918
The 2nd May events were the bloodiest civil conflict in Odessa since the pre-Bolshevik
revolutionary raids on the city's Jews and street fights in 1918.
The total death toll currently stands at 46 victims. One of the dead was Odessa city
council member Vyacheslav Markin. Oleksiy Alba, who led the people inside the Trade
Union building, survived.

Act III
Anti-Maidan activists attack a police station and release prisoners
On 4th May, the police station where more than 100 people had been in custody was
under siege by a group of anti-Maidan activists. Under threat of the crowd the police
officers released 67 people they had been holding since the night of 2 nd May.
The rally organized to release the detainees started with a small group of believers of the
Orthodox Church (Moscow Patriarchate) who moved away from a larger crowd that had
gathered at the burnt-out Trade Union building.
Bearing church banners and icons, they called for others to follow them to the city police
station to demand the release of more than 100 people taken into detention as part of
the investigation into the 2nd May riots. More people soon joined the rally.
About 100 riot police blocked one end of the street outside the police station, but did not
hinder anyone from walking along the pavement, or approaching from the other
direction. They just stood by and watched as the surging crowd who began to break the
windows with stones, and eventually stormed the gate into the yard.
Soon after, the detainees streamed out, greeted by shouts of "heroes!"
Dmitry Futedzhi, the acting Odessa Oblast police chief, harassed by the crowd said the
decision had been taken to release the detainees in order to keep conflict under control.
He also said the people detained in the station had been brought there for their own
safety, after they had asked for help to escape the clashes in the centre of Odessa.
While it remains unclear where the order to release the detainees originated from, the
Ukrainian government reacted furiously to the Odessa police's actions.

The police in Odessa acted in a totally disorderly, possibly criminal way," Interior Minister
Arsen Avakov wrote on his Facebook page, adding that all police chiefs would be fired
immediately.
Two of the detainees confirmed that they had asked the police to rescue them.
"We were just walking along Deribasovskaya Street and saw the radicals, and took
shelter in the nearest place and it was the Athina building," said 28-year-old Yevgeny
Dyatkov. He and another detainee both said the police had promised to bring them to the
station to register their testimonies and then let them go, but instead they were kept in a
detention cell where they had to sleep on the floor, and they were charged with mass
disorder.
Dyatkov said he had nothing to do with the clashes on either side, but had just been
walking in the city at the time with nothing more in his pocket but a mobile phone and
some money. (Source: Kiyv Post, 5th May)

ANNEX
Full list of people who died on 2nd May in Odessa
There were 48 bodies found, 43 of them were identified, 7 victims were women.
Most of them were from Odessa and Odessa region, one man was from Vinnitsa,
one from Nikolaev region, two were citizens of Moldova and Transdnistria.
According to Human Rights Without Frontiers investigation:
6 people died from gunshots incurred in the city centre
42 died at Kulikovo Square/ Trade Union building: 32 died from gas
poisoning, 7 fell from the building and 3 died from various injuries and burns.
1.
2.
spot

3.
4.
5.
at Kulikovo
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
spot
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
hospital

Balaban Aleksey, 1982,gas poisoning
Biriukov Andrey,1978, gunshot wound in the city centre and died on the
Berezovskiy Aleksandr, 1973, gas poisoning, burns
Bezanitskaya Kristina,1992, gas poisoning
Brazevskiy Andrey Genadievich,1987, died in hospital from injuries incurred
Sq
Brigar Vladimir, 1984, gas poisoning
Bulakh Viktor,1956, fell out of a window and died
Varenikina Anna,1955, gas poisoning
Gnatenko Andrey,1989,gas poisoning
Gnatenko Evgeniy,1952, gas poisoning
Kair Peter, 1969, gas poisoning and burns
Zulkov Aleksandr,1968,gunshot wound in the city centre and died on the
Zayaz Igor,1968, fell out of a window and died
Ivanov Igor,1987, gunshot wound in the city centre and died in hospital
Kalin Anatoliy,1976, gas poisoning
Kovriga Nikolai,1984, gas poisoning
Kononov Aleksandr,1959, gas poisoning
Kostiyhin Sergei Nikolaevich,1967, gas poisoning
Kush Ruslan,1984, fell out a window and died
Kushnarev Genadiy,1975, gas poisoning
Lomakina Nina,1953, gas poisoning
Losinskiy Evgeniy,1979, gunshot wound in the centre city and died in

23. Markin Viacheslav Vladimirovich,1969, Odessa regional council deputy, fell
out of a window in Kulikovo and died in hospital
24. Mishyn Sergei,1985, gas poisoning
25. Mitchik Evgeniy,1983, gas poisoning
26. Negaturov Vadim Vitalievich,1959, a poet from Odessa, died in hospital from
burns incurred at Kulikovo
27. Nikitenko Maksim,1982, fell out of a window and died
28. Nikitiuk Dmitriy,1974, gas poisoning
29. Novitskiy Vladimir,1944, gas poisoning
30. Ostrozniuk Igor,1964, fell out of a window and died
31. Papura Vadim,1996, fell out of a window and died
32. Petrov Genadiy,1985, gunshot wound
33. Pikalova Svetlana,1981, gas poisoning
34. Polevoi Viktor,1966, gas poisoning
35. Poluliah Anna,1962, gas poisoning
36. Priymak Alexandr, 1945, gas poisoning
37. Sadovnichiy Aleksandr,1954, gas poisoning
38. Sharf Taras,1973, died in hospital from burns incurred at Kulikovo
39. Shcherbinin Mikhail Ivanovich,1956, gas poisoning
40. Stepanov Viktor,1948, gas poisoning
41. Yavorskiy Nikolai, gunshot wound
42. Yakovenko Irina,1959, gas poisoning
43. Lukas Igor,1994, gas poisoning
44. Female corpse, unidentified, approximate age 50-60 years, gas poisoning
45. Male corpse, unidentified, approximate age 25-35 years, gas poisoning
46. Male corpse, unidentified, gas poisoning
47. Male corpse, unidentified, gas poisoning
48. Male corpse, unidentified, gas poisoning
Explanation of the colors
People who died in the city centre (Greek Square, Greek Street and nearby streets)
People who died falling out of a window of the Trade Union building at Kulikovo
Square
People who died from gas poisoning inside the Trade Union building at Kulikovo
Square
People who died in a hospital after the clashes
Source: http://www.rg.ru/2014/05/15/spisok-site-anons.html
(Updated and completed by Human Rights Without Frontiers)

Odessa 2 May Tragedy: Recommendations for a Possible
Independent International Commission of Investigation
One month after the events, Human Rights Without Frontiers urges the EU, the
OSCE or the UN to set up such a commission of investigation about the tragic
death of almost 50 people
By Willy Fautré, director of Human Rights Without Frontiers
HRWF (02.06.2014) - After spending a week in Odessa at the end of May and meeting
with various actors involved in the 2nd May tragedy, it is clear to me that an international

and independent commission for the investigation of the tragic death of almost 50 people
is critical for the truth to be known, justice to be done and reconciliation to begin.
However, a number of conditions must be fulfilled if such a commission is to work
professionally and to be efficient:
·

a diversified and neutral composition of the Commission of Investigation

·
an analysis of the escalation of the acts of violence as they occurred in the
chronological order
·

an analysis of the type of casualties

·

an analysis of the role of the police and their officers

Composition of the Commission of Investigation
Members should be representative of several European countries, as well as of Russia.
Highly qualified experts should also be enlisted from the following fields:
·

general medicine

·

surgery

·

forensic medicine

·

toxicology

·

weapons, including military weapons

·

ballistics

·

police officers specialized in street battles

·

police officers from anti-riot units

·

video expertise

·

fire and arson expertise

·

construction material

·

knowledge of Odessa and local contacts

A team of – local and foreign - interpreters and translators (Russian-English) and a
secretariat are also indispensable.
The Commission of investigation should first read the reports of the various Ukrainian
investigation commissions (Parliament, Ministry of the Interior, SBU and Odessa Oblast).
Human Rights Without Frontiers recommends to investigate the events in
1.

Greek Square, Greek Street and nearby streets

To go first to Greek Square and Greek Street with some victims of the acts of violence, to
listen to their testimonies and to take pictures
To interview
the organizers of the march of the football fans, the leaders of various selfdefence groups, pro-Maidan and anti-Maidan activists
observers of the events
the then oblast governor and the then mayor of Odessa
the high-ranking police officers who have not disappeared from Odessa after the
events
the families of those who were killed by gunshots
the injured demonstrators and policemen
the forensic doctors, physicians, surgeons, nurses, ambulance drivers in their
respective hospitals
To watch videos
To identify the weapons/ guns used by the aggressors on the basis of the wounds
inflicted to the victims
To check if direct perpetrators of killings and injuries have been identified and are being
prosecuted
To get the list of identified perpetrators of violence
To check the behavior of the police who were accused to collaborate with the anti-Maidan
activists recognizable by a red ribbon on their arm
To investigate the dysfunctioning of the chain of command inside the police pyramidal
structure
To establish a list of the people indicted and detained with the charges raised against
them and the location of their imprisonment, and a list of people indicted but free in
relation to the 2 May events
To establish a timeline of the escalation of the events and a timeline of the casualties
with the exact location
To register acts of mutual assistance between pro-Maidan and anti-Maidan activists
despite their conflicting agendas.
2.

Kulikove Square

To go to Kulikove Square with some anti-Maidan survivors, to listen to their testimonies
and to take pictures
To visit the Trade Unions building and investigate the type and the extent of the
damages, the nature of the inflammable material
To determine the date of the last fire prevention inspection and to get a copy of the
report
To interview

the leaders of the occupation of Kulikove Square, pro-Maidan and anti-Maidan
activists involved in the confrontation
observers of the tragedy
the staff working in the Trade Unions building in the days before the tragedy
the then oblast executive power and the then mayor of Odessa
the high-ranking police officers who have not disappeared from Odessa after the
events
the families of those who were killed at Kulikove
the injured
the policemen
the forensic doctors, physicians, surgeons, nurses, ambulance drivers in their
respective hospitals
To watch videos and try to identify the authors of the fire
To identify the causes of the wounds inflicted to the injured and the dead
To check if direct perpetrators of killings and injuries have been identified and are being
prosecuted
To get the list of identified perpetrators of violence
To check the behavior of the police who were allegedly collaborating with the anti-Maidan
activists
To check if the police searched the tents or collected data about the identity and the
activities of the occupiers of the Kulikove Square since the beginning of the occupation,
and to have access to their report
To investigate the dysfunctioning of the chain of command inside the police pyramidal
structure
To establish a list of the people indicted and detained with the charges raised against
them and the location of their imprisonment and a list of people indicted but free in
relation to the 2 May events
To establish a timeline of the escalation of the events and a timeline of the casualties
with the exact location
To register acts of mutual assistance between pro-Maidan and anti-Maidan activists
despite their conflicting agendas.
3.

The places of detention of the suspects kept in custody

To visit the detention places
To interview the police officers and the policemen involved in the release of prisoners
under threat by the crowd
To determine the sequence of events
To investigate the dysfunctioning of the chain of command inside the police pyramidal
structure

To check if any police officer or policeman has been indicted or arrested in relation with
the illegal release of prisoners.

Odessa: OSCE assessment of the situation end of May
HRWF (30.05.2014) - The OSCE Special Monitoring Mission (SMM) to Ukraine regularly
publishes reports about the situation in several cities and regions of Ukraine. Here is the
one covering the last week of May.
25 May Report: The situation in Odessa was calm. A rally of opponents of Ukraine's
unity at Kulikove Pole gathered 300 people. They demanded the transformation of
Ukraine into a federal state through peaceful means. Ten to 15 police were present with
four buses of riot police standing by at the rear.
26 May Report: The situation in Dnepropetrovsk, Kherson and Odessa was calm. In
Odessa the SMM held a meeting with one of the moderate leaders of the movement
demanding Ukraine's transformation into a federal state. He explained that the aim of the
movement is to obtain significant popular support in the next local elections.
27 May Report: The SMM monitored in Odessa a demonstration by supporters of
mayoral candidate Edward Hurvitz. At the same time the SMM saw a group of people
paying their respects in front of the Trade Union building on Kulikove Pole. The two
groups were about 150 metres apart. When the supporters of Hurvitz, associated with
the Maidan activists, moved towards the Trade Union building, the police formed a line
between the groups and prevented tensions.
28 May Report: The head of the 'Svoboda' party in Odessa informed the SMM that at
around 03:00 on 28 May there was an arson attack on the party's office. The fire brigade
arrived and put out the fire; but the entire upper floor is now destroyed. According to the
interlocutor, the police are investigating the case as a domestic incident and not an arson
attack.
The SMM monitored in Odessa a demonstration by supporters of mayoral candidate
Edward Hurvitz. At the same time the SMM saw a group of people paying their respects
in front of the Trade Union building on Kulikove Pole. The two groups were about 150
metres apart. When the supporters of Hurvitz, associated with the Maidan activists,
moved towards the Trade Union building, the police formed a line between the groups
and prevented tensions.
29 May Report: In Odessa the SMM observed a roundtable which put forward a plan on
a public vetting process for the appointment of officials, to enhance transparency and
public trust in political decision-making. This pilot project aims to serve as a model for
future appointments in Odessa city and the region. The plan is to invite relevant NGOs to
nominate their candidates, set public criteria and ask the candidates to present their
action plans.
The SMM visited the regional administration building at Shevchenko street in response to
a press report that the building had been reinforced against possible disorder targeted
against city authorities. The SMM observed new sandbags at the two rear doors and
seven young men in camouflage, possibly cadets. A police patrol car had also been
deployed to the area. At Kulikove Polye and the Duke Richelieu monument, both potential
rallying points for demonstrations in the town, the situation was calm.

Odessa before the 2nd May tragedy: Why did it happen
and what to do?
Opinion of Zoya Kazanzhi, deputy head of Odessa oblast executive power
HRWF Picture: Zoya Kazanzhi, deputy head of the oblast executive power (Odessa)

HRWF (28.05.2014) - Could the 2nd May tragedy have been avoided? Ukrainskaya Pravda
asked Zoya Kazanzhi, deputy head of Odessa oblast executive power, how she felt about
this question in an article in Ukrainian posted on its website under the title “A New Face
of Odessa Authorities, Zoya Kazanzhi: Let's Generate New Meanings”:
“A few days after the tragic events in Odessa on May 2 nd, there was a change of power.
Governor Vladimir Nemirovsky was replaced by Igor Palitsa. Palitsa is a companion of
Igor Kolomoisky (1) - a businessman and the head of Dnipropetrovsk region.
Immediately after taking the office he appointed Zoya Kazanzhi, one of the leaders of the
Odessa Euro-Maidan, a journalist, to the post of deputy responsible for domestic policy.
Together with the governor and activists, Kazanzhi created a public commission "Group
of May 2" and initiated a study about the mood in Odessa. The Commission’s aim is to
collect all information that can help to establish what actually happened during the tragic
events in Odessa.”
Q: You have been appointed as a vice-governor of Odessa oblast, what does it
mean for you?

A: In order to change the situation you have to possess some real power. I have been
emphasizing intensely for the last five years that it is important to build an informative
policy, the relationship between the authorities and the public through various channels
of communication. I have a good feeling about this appointment. I have known the
governor for only four days. He contacted me and offered me a position.
Q: How did he find you?
A: On May 5th Igor Palitsa, when he wasn’t a governor yet, came to Odessa and we met
for the first time: he asked my opinion about Maidan. Now I can say that I was related to
Maidan till May 6th. I know people and processes happening here, I know the antiMaidan leaders. I understand the situation in the city and in the oblast as I have been
working here. In my opinion the main reason for what happened in Odessa is that the
authorities had no concern for people’s lives. When the tragedy happened on May 2 nd, the
unit did not exist.
Q: The unit existed, even though it was a unit of “Self-defense militia”.
A: I am speaking about the authorities. In a state of emergency different kinds of
channels, methods and technologies should be used. Furthermore if the situation had
been monitored properly, certain events could have been predicted and limited.
Many people have said that the atmosphere at Kulikovo Square was so intense that even
a small conflict would have been enough to cause real trouble. There were lots questions
being asked to the authorities, but there was no answer from them. Together with other
people I have visited the former governor’s office many times, asking him to talk to
people, to explain what he was doing. We were telling him that Odessa was in danger,
that it was necessary to organize roadblocks. He was responding that everything was fine
and under control. The heads of district administrations were not appointed at that time,
the situation in the region was terrible-22 districts without governors. We asked him to
come out and to explain his position to people. However, he continued to say that
everything was under control.
You probably remember that when everything happened on May 2 nd for a few days after
there was no information available on the number of dead, burned, wounded.
The former governor didn’t come out and say that he felt great sorrow and nor did he
express his condolences, regardless of his political view, nor did he explain the further
actions that the authorities were going to take. At the moment we have a lot of
questions: Why didn’t the police forces do anything and where were the representatives
from prosecutor’s office? These questions still haven’t been answered. So when Igor
Palitsa came to Odessa we had a talk and the following day I received an offer to take
over as a vice-governor on domestic policy and communications. I am going to work on
building relationships with people in order to know their opinion. I will try to improve the
situation by making things better and easier.
On the evening of May 6th we held the first press conference where Mr. Palitsa introduced
himself and me. The simple format of press conference surprised journalists in Odessa.
The next day we had a meeting with editors of the local newspapers-people who
determine editorial policy. We told them about our plans and asked them to be careful
with the expressions they used in their articles. In such severe situations, hate speech is
very dangerous. I understand quite well how media works. Henceforth there will be no
press releases, even though this is a very convenient format for the administration and
journalists: the administration writes what it wants, and journalists are too lazy to look
for new meanings, they are just passing on the information. We don’t want such formats
any more. Mr. Palitsa supports my ideas. When I spoke with him, I told him that the
policy of openness is a double-edged sword. He said he was well aware of that.

Q: So will it continue for a long time?
A: Yes, but people already want us to account the activity of the authorities during the
past 20 years. We have been in office for just two days and we already have done a lot.
Security issues should be the first priority. We have to work on all matters which are
related directly to security. People feel insecure. Therefore we must be transparent in our
actions. We also need to know what is happening in the city. Immediately after being
appointed I contacted a marketing research center and asked them to make a research
on a “Ukrainian position” and also what is a “pro-Russian position”. When we get the
results of the research we will organize a round table with the opinion leaders and
discuss everything in public. It is a serious challenge. We need to enter into a negotiation
process. The new governor thinks negotiations are key to improving the current climate
in Odessa: lots of negotiations with different people. We have to create a dialogue
between two antagonists and we only have a few days to do that.
We have to understand that what happened on May 2 nd was the detonator which divided
the city. The only thing that could restore confidence is the truth. People want to know
what really happened. Now it’s impossible to reset the counters. Only the truth can calm
down people.
Q: As I understood from what people said, neither of the parties perceived well
the former governor Nemirovsky. Can his removal in your opinion be a unifying
point?
A: It is always easy to accuse someone in the aftermath. I think it is unnecessary to
speculate on this matter. His removal won’t mean everything will change immediately.
He has been the governor for two months and those were the months of lost possibilities.
When a person comes from Maidan, the level of credibility to him/her is extremely high
and the expectations are great. Probably the hardest is when illusions disappear.
We must realize that there can be no confidence in authorities now. You automatically
become ridiculous if you trust the authorities. There are law enforcement agencies, there
is a security service and there are state authorities. Everyone should do its job. What is
the function of authorities? To be responsible for everything that happens in the region,
the city, the village. Later they have to create comfortable conditions, provide security
and control the territory. If the government had spoken to people, explained what it
wanted and what it was going to do, probably Maidan wouldn’t have happened. Because
people are not heard, Maidan occurred.
Q: Palitsa is perceived as a protégé of Mr. Kolomoyskiy. How do people in
Odessa react to such a fact?
A: It’s hard to speak on behalf of the whole of Odessa but journalists like him. Many play
with names: Nemirovsky (the one without peace or one who doesn’t agree with
something) and Palitsa (literary name for “stick”). When people say this, they mean that
the former governor uses the method of “the carrot and the stick”.
It’s impossible to establish a reputation in three days. In these three days he had several
meetings and made two video messages. There is no reputation yet. There is only an
opinion that he is a person of Kolomoyskiy. He responds to such comments: “Yes, I am a
companion of Kolomoyskiy but I am my own person, I am a person of my parents and
my family.” As far as I understand for Palitsa, it’s some kind of a business project which
must be completed successfully. During a talk with Turchynov, Palitsa imposed some
conditions such as no quotas, no recommendations on how to deal with the police forces
etc. A person is able to fulfill his job only if he/she is given a possibility to take
independent decisions.
(1) HRWF footnote : Ihor Valeriyovych Kolomoisky (Ukrainian: Ігор Валерійович
Коломойський; Russian: Игорь Валерьевич Коломойский, Igor Kolomoisky; born

February 13, 1963) is a Ukrainian-Israeli business oligarch of Jewish descent and the
current Governor of Dnipropetrovsk Oblast.

Odessa: Interview with Zoya Kazanzhi, deputy head of
the oblast (regional) executive power
“The 2nd May tragedy in Kulikove Square all started with the killing of six proMaidan peaceful demonstrators in city centre”
By Willy Fautré, Human Rights Without Frontiers, reporting from Odessa
HRWF Picture: Zoya Kazanzhi, deputy head of the oblast executive power (Odessa)

HRWF (27.05.2014) – Now that the Maidan movement has taken power in Kiyv, the new
authorities have to face the problem of loyalty to the Ukrainian state in several critical
institutions, such as the administration, the police, the judiciary and the army. Indeed,
when members of the anti-Maidan movement demonstrate chanting slogans in favour of
a neighbouring state (“Russia! Russia! Russia!”) that has actually annexed a portion of
their country (Crimea) and when Ukrainian pro-Russia combatants clash with the
Ukrainian army over the secession of entire regions of Ukraine, it is obvious that the
state institutions are in urgent need of tidying up at all levels.

It is in this context that Zoya Kazanzhi, a rising charismatic figure of Odessa’s Maidan
movement, was appointed to the position of deputy head of the oblast administration,
the executive power of the region. Human Rights Without Frontiers was able to interview
her in a café near the oblast administration building.
HRWF: Several Ukrainian commissions of investigation are being put in place to
shed light on the 2nd May tragedy which cost the lives of almost 50 people. How
does the local population perceive these initiatives?
Zoya Kazanzhi: Official commissions have indeed been set up by the Verkhovna Rada
(Parliament), the Ministry of the Interior and the SBU [Security Services]. The people do
not trust them, because they think that these commissions will be biased or will mostly
try to exonerate themselves from any responsibility of what happened. The people will
only put their trust in an independent and international commission. Until this can be
established, the new head of the oblast administration Igor Palitsa has created another
commission on his own initiative that is nonetheless independent of the administration. It
comprises representatives of civil society and various experts: journalists, physicians,
forensic specialists, weapons and ballistics experts, toxicologists and so on.
HRWF: The Ukrainian and international media have mainly focused on the
dozens of pro-Russia anti-Maidan activists who died in the fire at the Trade
Unions Building. This is in some ways understandable; however, the tragedy
began elsewhere with the killing of pro-Maidan activists.
Zoya Kazanzhi: That is correct. First, an innocent passer-by, 36-year old Andrey
Biryukov, was shot down for reasons that are still unclear. He was just watching a proMaidan march in favour of Ukrainian unity in Soborna Square, near the Orthodox
Cathedral. His picture is still hanging on the corner of Deribasovskaya Street and
Preobrazhenskaya str. and is surrounded by flowers. Then unarmed pro-Maidan
demonstrators were attacked nearby in Greek Street and Greek Square by some 200
pro-Russia anti-Maidan activists. The attackers were armed with guns and baseball bats,
and six people were killed, five of them pro-Maidan demonstrators. The other one, a proRussia activist named Yevgeniy Losinskiy, died of his wounds eleven days later. By a
strange and tragic irony of fate, Losinskiy’s father happens to be a pro-Maidan activist.
This shows how divided families can be in Odessa and in other regions of the country. A
pro-Maidan girl gave her blood in an attempt to save him.
HRWF: Have the weapons that first killed pro-Maidan demonstrators been
identified?
Zoya Kazanzhi: Yes, they were very destructive Russian weapons: SAIGA and AKSU-74.
These cause extensive bodily damage. The pro-Russia anti-Maidan activist was probably
accidentally killed by one of his comrades, since the pro-Maidan demonstrators were
unarmed football fans who just wanted to show their support for a united Ukraine before
the match between the Kharkiv “Metalists” and the Odessa “Chernomorets.”
HRWF: What can be said about the medical services and the police in Greek
Square and Greek Street?
Zoya Kazanzhi: The medical services did a wonderful job. However, the police could
have avoided such a confrontation. There are 3,000 policemen in the city and 11,000 in
the entire oblast. They knew there would be clashes and nothing was done to prevent the
first phase of the cycle of violence. High-ranking officers said they had been in a meeting
from 12.00 until 16.00 and that they were without their cell phones! This is really hard to
believe.

The number of police officers on the street was insufficient, and they were overwhelmed
by the magnitude of the violence. Their loyalty was also questionable. Anti-Maidan
activists were hiding behind the policemen to shoot at the pro-Maidan demonstrators as
videos have shown. Many people were injured during the clashes, including police, and
had to be transported to several hospitals.
HRWF: Have high-ranking police officers been indicted?
Zoya Kazanzhi: The head of the city police, Andrei Netrebskiy, is under house arrest.
The oblast police head, Piotr Lutsyuk, and his deputy, Dmitriy Fuczedzhi, have
disappeared and are being tracked down. Fuczedzhi has taken refuge in the pro-Russian
region of Transnistria, a part of Moldova that lay outside the control of the authorities. He
has given a long interview to a Russian television channel.
HRWF: What happened after the clashes in the centre of the city?
Zoya Kazanzhi: A number of pro-Maidan activists were angered by the killings and went
to Kulikove Square near the railway station with the intention of ejecting the anti-Maidan
camp. What happened there and how this led to the death of over 40 people in the fire is
still under investigation. No police personnel were injured in Kulikove Square.
When the interview was finished, Kazanzhi met with two representatives of the Swedish
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. At a nearby table in a café, MP Alexandr Ponomarov, the only
member of the Russian Duma who did not vote in favour of the annexation of Crimea,
was talking with local pro-Maidan activists.
Note: Contact information for Zoya Kazanzhi and for the coordinators of the oblast
investigation commission can be obtained from Human Rights Without Frontiers.

HRWF Picture: Andrey Biryukov (36), one of
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the first victims shot by anti-Maidan

Which other elections after the presidential election?
Interview with Anatoliy Boyko, head of the Odessa Oblast Committee of Voters
of Ukraine
By Willy Fautré, Human Rights Without Frontiers, from Odessa
HRWF (22.05.2014) - The Committee of Voters of Ukraine (CVU) is a non-governmental
organization which provides monitoring of election processes in Ukraine. Long-term
observers work in 10 regions. Human Rights Without Frontiers met Anatoliy Boyko, head
of the Odessa Oblast CVU and asked him a few questions.
Q.: What will be the role of the CVU on the occasion of the elections in Odessa?
A.: The CVU has been existing for twenty years and deals not only with election
monitoring but also with human rights in Ukraine. Odessa people will vote not only for a
new president like all Ukrainians but also for a new mayor on 25 th May. There are about
200 polling stations in the region. We will have 270 observers in the field on Sunday.

Most of them will be attached to a specific polling station but others will move from one
place to another. They will have a checklist based on international standards and we will
collaborate with the OSCE teams as well.
Q.: Who are the main candidates for the position of mayor in this major city of
Ukraine with one million inhabitants? And what is their political profile?
A.: Eduard Gurvits is not the outgoing mayor but he occupied this position during two
legislatures before. He says he is on the same line as the Maidan movement. Gennadii
Trukhanov was on the side of Yanukovytch but he formally left the Party of the Regions
when the president was dismissed. People opposed to Maidan will vote for him. According
to the last surveys, both candidates are neck to neck.
Q.: Is there any control of the expenses of the candidates during the election
campaign?
A.: This is impossible. They can spend as much money as they want from any source and
without any control.
Q.: What about the equal access to the media by all the candidates?
A.: Both main candidates own TV and radio channels. There is no fair competition.
Q.: I saw posters supporting Eduard Gurvits in the city saying “Do not give
Odessa to bandits”. This is a strong language.
A.: This is not an uncommon language in our election campaigns in Ukraine.
Q.: Do you expect any problem on Sunday?
A.: We expect two possible problems: the lack of members in the election committees
and provocations. Any of the candidates for the position of mayor who feels he will lose
in a constituency may artificially create an incomplete election committee and question
the validity of the process. Moreover, the radical pro-Russians are against the principle of
an election itself and may cause some trouble.
Q.: Ukraine will soon have a new more legitimate president. This will however
not be sufficient to answer the various, if not conflicting, aspirations of the
population.
A.: Indeed. The current parliament does not reflect any more the change and the
diversity of opinions of the Ukrainians. The next steps should be parliamentary and
municipal elections. However, they should not be organized at the same time. Ideally,
parliamentary elections should take place as soon as possible after summer and
municipal elections next year.
Q.: Do you think new parliamentary elections will solve the structural political
governance problem of Ukraine?
A.: They will not if there is no new election law fully in line with international standards.
Currently, people vote for a party but the names of the candidates are not publicized. So,
people do not know for which persons they vote and the party can then appoint its
oligarchs and funders as members of the parliament. A new election law must give total
transparency to the list of candidates and allow the voters to give their preference to one
or several of them. However, not all party leaders are in favor of such transparency,
including those who pretend to make Ukraine a democratic country.

Q.: What may happen if there are not parliamentary elections this year?
A.: People are not happy with the current government because they feel that the
oligarchs want to remain in power by all means. If it could survive until now without open
and strong opposition, it is because of the situation in Crimea and in Eastern Ukraine.
People do not want to be fooled again. Maidan supporters want to definitively turn the
dark pages of the last twenty years characterized by wide-scale corruption and cheating.
They want a new generation of “clean” politicians in power. If veteran politicians and
oligarchs cling to power, there will be a new Maidan in Kiyv and other cities in autumn.
We hope the EU will really help the Ukrainians in their fight for democratic institutions.

HRWF Photo - Eduard Gurvits: "Don't give Odessa to bandits!"

Odessa: German Foreign Minister highly appreciative of
the work of the Ukrainian Reconciliation Group

By Willy Fautre, Human Rights Without Frontiers, from Odessa
HRWF (21.05.2014) - On Tuesday, May 13th German Foreign Minister Frank Walter
Steinmeier visited Odessa and paid particular attention to the role of the Lutheran Church
in the reconciliation process between the local conflicting parties after the 2nd May
tragedy.
During his visit, Foreign Minister Steinmeier met with Andrew Hamburg,apastor in
Odessa Lutheran church and the leader of Ukrainian Reconciliation Group.

Pastor Hamburg highlighted that the event, which caused 48 deaths, was a tragedy for
the whole city. What happened in Odessa was something alien to the city which is usually
peaceful, he said.
“This tragedy happened in our city and questioned everything people in Odessa where
proud of for centuries, namely peaceful relationships between the inhabitants. To live in
Odessa after the May 2nd means to live with the feeling of guilt for what happened that
day, to live with a strong will to forgive and to recognize one’s own guilt “,said pastor
Hamburg.
Pastor Hamburg expressed the general opinion of Odessa church leaders, stressing that
the process of reconciliation won’t be easy.
“We will have to start as though it was dark as we don’t know the whole truth about what
happened on May 2nd and maybe we will never find out. The only thing that could unify
people in Odessa today is deep sorrow for the people who died”.
Foreign Minister Steinmeier hopes that through cooperation of government, civil society
and religious organisations, using the means of dialogue, Ukrainians will manage to
achieve peace both in Odessa and in the rest of the country.
On May 2nd,48 people died and 247 were injured as a result of riots in Odessa which
started with attacks on people who participated in a peaceful march for the unity of
Ukraine.

Odessa: Interview with Ruslan Forostyak, head of the
Council for Civil Security
By Willy Fautre, Human Rights Without Frontiers, from Odessa

HRWF (20.05.2014) - Before the political crisis in Ukraine, Ruslan Forostyak was an
ordinary marine radio salesman in Odessa. When the Maidan and anti-Maidan
movements started to clash in other cities than Kiyv, and especially in his city, he
thought it was time for him to get involved. Human Rights Without Frontiers interviewed
him in his well guarded headquarters in Odessa.
Q.: Mr Forostyak, how did you decide to join the Maidan movement?
A.: When we saw that pro-Russians were creating tensions in our city, which is usually
very peaceful, and were occupying the Kulikove Square in front of the Trade Union
building, we decided to create a loose umbrella organization and to coordinate with a
number of other self-defence groups. We also work with the police and the governor's
office. We are all patriots in favour of the unity of Ukraine. About 3000 people are
members of the Council for Civil Security.
Q.: What is the dividing line between the pro-Maidan and the anti-Maidan
activists?
A.: It is not the language. We all speak Russian in Odessa and you will only find Russianlanguage newspapers here. We are divided by our political ideas.
Q.: How could the 2nd May events happen and make so many victims?
A.: Everything had been set in place to avoid such a tragedy. The leaders of both
conflicting parties had been in constant contact and had agreed that blood should never
be shed.
On that day, there was a football match opposing Odessa to Donetsk. Before the event,
pro-Ukrainian football fans organised a march starting from the centre of the city. At the
same time, pro-Russians did the same from another place that was very close. I called
their leader and told him to change his itinerary. He gave the order to his people to come
back, but it was already too late. The two groups met in Greek Street and Greek Square.

The first to be shot was a young guy who was just watching. You will see his picture and
flowers on a fence at the end of Deribasovskya street. He was an innocent victim. A few
other pro-Ukrainians were killed. Then the whole situation got out of control. Many
people were wounded on both sides and were later on sitting or lying side by side in the
same hospitals. We took wounded pro-Ukrainians and pro-Russians to the yard of our
headquarters nearby and provided first aid assistance.
A number of pro-Ukrainian activists then decided to go to Kulikove Square to clear the
place that had been occupied by the pro-Russians since February. The latter started to
shoot and to throw Molotov cocktails from the roof and the upper floors. That is how the
circle of violence started at Kulikove and made more then 40 victims.
Q.: Do you think reconciliation is possible?
A.: The dialogue has been broken since then.
Q.: What about the election of a new mayor at the same time as the presidential
election on Sunday?
A.: Both candidates (pro-Russian and pro-Ukrainian) are neck to neck. The outgoing
mayor was pro-Yanukovych. The outcome of the local election is therefore of tremendous
importance for the future of the city and social order here.

The mood in Odessa
By Willy Fautré, Human Rights Without Frontiers
HRWF (18.05.2014) - Odessa, 16 days after Trade Union House tragedy – It’s Sunday.
The sun is shining. Young and old stroll peacefully in the streets of city centre, casually
enjoying the beautiful weather as if having not a care in the world.
At the top of the Potemkin Stairs,1 a few dozen people have gathered near the statue of
the Duke of Richelieu, one of the early founders of the city. The entire microcosm of
Ukraine can be found here. A man tries to draw attention to two large panels facing one
another: on one side there are the forty-odd victims of the fire on 2nd May. “The heroes,”
he called them. Opposite were the satirised photos of pro-Maidan activists: “the bandits,”
he said, giving them the finger. People walking by looked on, neither commenting nor
disputing what he is saying. Each keeps his opinion to himself and continues on his way.
Ten metres further, at the top of the same famous Potemkin Stairs, another peaceful
assembly. A few Ukrainian flags. Some posters calling for peace: “No to War. No More
Bloodshed.” A speaker calmly harangues the crowd.
The entire drama and incomprehensibility of Ukraine is summed up here in these few
square metres – just 200 metres from the statue of the Empress of Russia who had
ordered Iosif Deribas at the end of the 18 th century to take this region then held by the
Ottomans.
Willy Fautré, Sunday 18 May 2014
HRWF Photos:

1

The Potemkin Stairs are a well-known symbol of Odessa and considered the symbolic entry
into the city from the harbour below.

Caption: Who are the so-called 'heroes'? Who are the so-called 'bandits'?

In Odessa, home-grown combatants keep pro-Russia
forces in check
By Andrew E. Kramer
New York Times (08.05.2014) /
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/09/world/europe/odessa-ukrainians-keep-pro-russiaforces-in-check.html?_r=1 - In a basement headquarters behind a home electronics
store, Ruslan Forostyak pored over a map of the city’s defenses against pro-Russian
militants: roadblocks, zones of responsibility, strategic sites to defend.
But Mr. Forostyak is no police chief or general. He is a marine radio salesman, only
recently turned leader of Odessa’s loose organization of pro-Ukrainian street fighters who
see their role as defending their city against pro-Russian activists.
While a call by the Russian president, Vladimir V. Putin, to delay a referendum on
sovereignty may have lowered passions for the moment, neither Mr. Forostyak nor his
group, the Council for Civil Security, is taking any chances. Their rivals have a permit to
stage a march Friday for Victory Day, the annual celebration of the Soviet Union’s defeat
of Nazi Germany, and the council’s 3,000 members have vowed to head off any trouble
through their 12 roadblocks, telephone hotline and militant wing armed with legally
registered hunting rifles.
That would be in keeping with what they have done ever since pro-Russian militants
began overrunning public buildings throughout southeastern Ukraine, an area that has
far greater historical and cultural ties to Russia than does Odessa. While militants had no
trouble seizing control in those cities, Odessa has been a different story.
“We did what the government should have done,” said Mr. Forostyak, still in his
salesman’s synthetic suit, sweating and working two constantly ringing cellphones. “We
understood we had to organize ourselves. The police are barely observing neutrality.
They are barely holding back from helping the Russian side.”
Though the city is predominantly Russian speaking, a fierce grass-roots anti-Russian
movement now has de facto control of the streets, owing to careful organization over the
past two months. Pro-Russian activists, who tried to mimic their counterparts in the
southeast, were routed by pro-Ukrainians last Friday, with 46 people — most of them
pro-Russian — dying in a horrific fire.
Odessa, a Black Sea port city of colonnaded facades, cobblestone streets and an elegant
old opera house, founded by the Russian empress Catherine the Great in the 18th
century, is a multiethnic port inhabited by Ukrainians, Russians, Bulgarians, Greeks,
Romanians, Tatars and Jews where Russian is the lingua franca.
Both sides in the recent fighting were Russian speaking, divided not by language but
politics, some supporting the interim government, others secession. Local political
observers say supporters of the interim government outnumber pro-Russians, though
most of the population lies in a passive neutral group in the middle.
As pro-Russian groups tried to spread their movement west and south, the street fighting
here defined a geographic limit; further advances into areas of mixed loyalty are likely
only to become more chaotic and bloody.

This seems to be true even though much of the administration and police leadership in
Odessa was staffed by appointees of the former government of Viktor F. Yanukovych and
leaned toward the pro-Russian movement, led here by two brothers, Anton and Artyom
Davydchenko. Anton is now in prison and Artyom was wounded in the fighting Friday.
With popular support but little police backup, pro-Ukrainian civilian groups confronted the
pro-Russian activists storming government buildings and protesting on Kulikovo Square
in central Odessa.
Mr. Forostyak said the model of the Council for Civil Security was an anthill. Each
volunteer specializes in one task, aiding the overall effort. The headquarters seethed with
activity this week, ahead of Victory Day.
For those taking part in it, the street fighting between neighbors has become intensely
personal, a civil war in the purest sense. Men never know when an opponent met
unexpectedly in the city will just walk past, or open fire.
Vitaly Kozhukhar, a leader of a pro-Ukrainian group called Maidan Self-Defense, which
operates under the umbrella of the security council, cut through one such tense situation
with a joke. On Friday, he hobbled into a hospital after being struck on the shin by a
hurled cobblestone, only to find three of his injured opponents — two policemen and a
pro-Russian activist — also awaiting a doctor.
The four sat silently for a while. “It was very tense,” Mr. Kozhukhar said. “It wasn’t clear
what would happen. So I told them, ‘Guys, don’t worry, hospitals and graveyards make
equals of us all.’ ”
The pro-Russian man chuckled, but pulled off his red armband and stuffed it into his
pocket.
Mr. Kozhukhar said he and other leaders of the self-defense groups on both sides spoke
often in recent months, meeting in cafes or talking on cellphones in an effort to avoid
clashes, until Friday. It remains unclear, he said, why this unofficial truce broke down
Friday.
Whatever the reason, it was the bloodiest street fighting in Ukraine since the overthrow
of the government in February, and the deadliest locally since five days of fighting
between Reds and Whites and supporters of Ukrainian independence in 1918, which
killed 118 people.
The speaker of Russia’s Parliament, Sergei Naryshkin, has called the fire a genocide,
Interfax reported. “We are dealing with a real genocide, a genocide of Russian and
Ukrainian people in the 21st century,” he said.
The leaders of the pro-Ukrainian groups say that they tried to save those trapped by the
fire by putting scaffolding on the side of the building to help them climb out. Pro-Russian
groups say people who tried to jump or run from the building were beaten.
In another illustration of the nature of the conflict in this city, in Hospital No. 1, two
young men lay in adjacent rooms. Both were ethnic Ukrainian but Russian speaking.
Valentin Volchok, 18, lay on his side, trying to ease the pain from the lacerations on his
back where nails from an improvised hand grenade had struck him. He said he belonged
to Patriots of Ukraine, a Ukrainian nationalist group. Down the hall, Yevgeny Makarenko,
30, a pro-Russian activist, lay stiffly on his back, his left cheek and both hands blackened
with burns, and slathered in a yellow cream to prevent infections.

Mr. Makarenko was barely communicative, and it was unclear whether Mr. Volchok was
healing so much as nursing a grudge.
“We feel that we are a majority here, and they should fear us,” he said of his opponents.
But he said he was not angry at Mr. Makarenko in the next room. “We’re all people and
all need the hospital when we’re hurt,” he said.

List of people who died on the 2nd of May in Odessa
HRWF (08.05.2014) - The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine has not published an
official list with the names of people who died in Odessa on the 2nd of May yet but
information comes from different sources and thus it was possible to make a following
list.
http://timer.od.ua/news/mayskaya_boynya_spisok_pogibshih_2_maya_obnovlyaetsya_5
26.html
1.

Balaban Aleksey, 1982,gas poisoning

2.

Biriukov Andrey,1978,gunshot wound

3.

Bezanitskaya Kristina,1992, gas poisoning

4.

Brazevskiy Andrey Genadievich,1987, died from injuries

5.

Brigar Vladimir, 1984,poisoning

6.

Bulakh Viktor,1956,fell out the window and died

7.

Varenikina Anna,1955,died in fire

8.

Gnatenko Evgeniy,1952,poisoning

9.

Gun Viktor,1962,died in the fire

10.

Egorskiy Nikolai,1976,gunshot wound

11.

Zulkov Aleksandr,1968,gunshot wound

12.

Zayaz Igor,1968, fell out from the window and died

13.

Ivanov Igor,1987, gunshot wound

14.

Kalin Anatoliy,1976, gas poisoning

15.

Kovriga Nikolai,1984,gas poisoning

16.

Kononov Aleksandr,1959, gas poisoning

17.

Kostiyhin Sergei Nikolaevich,1967,gas poisoning

18.

Kush Ruslan,1984, died from falling out the window

19.

Kushnarev Genadiy,1975,gas poisoning

20.

Lomakina Nina,1953,gas poisoning

21.
Markin Viacheslav Vladimirovich,1969, Odessa regional council deputy, fell out
the building
22.

Mishyn Sergei,1985,gas poisoning

23.

Mitchik Evgeniy,1983,gas poisoning

24.

Negaturov Vadim Vitalievich,1959,a poet from Odessa,burns

25.

Nikitenko Maksim,1982,died from falling out the window

26.

Nikitiuk Dmitriy,1974,gas poisoning

27.

Novitskiy Vladimir,1944,gas poisoning

28.

Ostrozniuk Igor,1964,died from falling out the window

29.

Papura Vadim,1996,died from falling out the window

30.

Petrov Genadiy,1985,gunshot wound

31.

Pikalova Svetlana,1981,gas poisoning

32.

Polevoi Viktor,1966,gas poisoning

33.

Poluliah Anna,1962,gas poisoning

34.

Sadovnichiy Aleksandr,1954,gas poisoning

35.

Stepanov Viktor,1948,gas poisoning

36.

Yavorskiy Nikolai,gunshot wound

37.

Yakovenko Irina,1959,gas poisoning

38.

Lukas Igor,1994,died in the Trade Union House

39.

Milev Ivan,died in fire

The MP Vladimir Kurennoj reported that in the Trade Union House in Odessa
where on the 2nd of May dozens of people died were found traces of chemicals which
cause instant death. "These were imported substances that have a very complex
composition", -the deputy said. The exact information about the chemical will be
published after the expertise.
http://www.segodnya.ua/regions/odessa/lyudi-v-dome-profsoyuzov-pogibli-othimicheskogo-veshchestva-sbu-provodit-ekspertizu-518665.html

Armed militants attack Luhansk regional election
commission
Human Rights In Ukraine (08.05.2014) /
http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1399471645 - In Krasnodon (Luhansk oblast)
four masked individuals have attacked members of the district election commission
[DEC] demanding that they stand down or carry out their demands. The four turned up
at around 18.00 on Tuesday evening at the House of Culture where the DEC for election
district No. 108 were meeting. Judging by the smell, they had been drinking.
The head of the commission, Vladislav Kuhai asked them calmly to explain the conditions
they had mentioned. These, it turned out, were to stop preparing for the presidential
elections, and not run them, but instead prepare to hold the so-called referendum
scheduled for May 11. Kuhai asked them to provide the commission with the normative
basis for holding such a referendum and was told: “Our normative base is a bullet in the
forehead”.
The intruders left after an agreement was reached to hold a meeting on Wednesday at 8
a.m. The commission decided to report the incident to the police and ask for protection.
Two members went to the central police station, but the police refused to accept the
official statement, telling them to come back tomorrow and to not exaggerate the
situation. The commission members insisted and demanded that the head of the station
was called, and the statement was finally accepted.
At around 22.00 up to 10 men armed with automatic rifles burst into the office where the
head of the DEC and two women were working. The women were shut into a room with
an armed man standing guard, while the others began beating up Vladislav Kuhai. This
went on for around 40 minutes, after which the armed men demanded the voter lists.
These were not available with the preliminary lists handed to precinct commissions. The
meeting which got disrupted was supposed to have created the PEC.
Most worryingly, the only man not wearing a mask and who spoke on behalf of the
assailants, either heading their group or a participant, was city council deputy from the
Party of the Regions, Oleh Tarasyuk.
These armed intruders smashed up the premises, destroying some of the documents and
left, driving out the commission members . They again approached the police and not
only had to wait a long time, but also heard statements to the effect that this was the
way it should be, sod the elections, etc. A second formal statement was only accepted
after a phone call to an acquaintance in the SBU in Kyiv and call from the head of the
central police department there.
At present the head of the DEC has sustained physical injuries and is wondering whether
there is any point in reporting this to police officers clearly loyal to the pro-Russian
militants who beat him up. The PEC have not been created, the work of the DEC
paralyzed, and the holding of the elections in jeopardy.
Another disturbing feature is that in both attacks the assailants were clearly awaited.
Somebody not only opened the door for them, but also ensured that there were no
children or heads of activity groups in the building.

According to information which the Luhansk Regional Committee of Voters of Ukraine has
received, the Krasnodon city branch of the Party of the Regions is actively involved at
present in preparing for the so-called referendum on May 11.
Based on a report from the Luhansk Regional Committee of Voters of Ukraine

From Russia with arms and ammunition
By Halya Coynash
Human Rights in Ukraine (07.05.2014) /
http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1399384730 - On Monday night three Russian
military Ural trucks filled with armed men and almost certainly arms were
filmed travelling from Antratsyt via Krasny Luch in the Luhansk oblast towards
Devaltsevo and Slovyansk.
Two days earlier some supposed Don Cossacks arrived from Novoshakhtinsk (Rostov
region, Russia) and unloaded weapons in the courtyard of the Antratsyt administration
building. This, according to Mykola Kozyrev, head of the Helsinki Human Rights Union
and himself from Luhansk, they were able to do without any obstruction. Nor were they
stopped from handing out the weapons to “patriots”.
In Luhansk the self-proclaimed “peoples’s governor”, Valery Bolotov, surrounded by
armed men, announced on Monday that he was taking all authorities: law enforcement,
administrative, tax, even penitentiary, under his control. He read out an “order” about
the holding of a “referendum” on May 11. This will contain one question: “Do you
support the Act proclaiming the state independence of the Luhansk People’s Republic?”
He added that there would be no problem with voters’ lists, ballot papers etc. Nor with
its purported result, one can assume, judging by the way the “referendum” in the Crimea
was organized and “observed” and its results falsified,
Oleg Tsaryov who recently withdrew his candidacy for president and started an
organization called “South – East” was present and stated confidently that the May 25
presidential elections would not take place. His grandiose plans for “Novorossiya” are
reported by the Russian propaganda channel LifeNews. Tsaryov follows Russian
president Vladimir Putin as stating that this new “country” of Novorossiya can be based
on the Odessa, Mykolaiv, Kherson, Zaporizhya, Donetsk, Luhansk, Kharkiv and
Dnipropetrovsk oblasts.
On Monday the presidium of the Luhansk regional council issued a statement saying that
elections were now impossible, and that the agreement of Feb 21 should be restored.
This would reinstate Viktor Yanukovych, who is in hiding under Russian protection in the
Rostov region from which the Ural trucks with armed men came.
Russia’s representative to the UN, Vitaliy Churkin is reported as having tweeted that he
cannot exclude the possibility that many volunteers will soon be coming to Ukraine. “This
does not mean that the Russians have invaded Ukraine. It is the personal matter of each
individual”.
All of this is happening as the 2012 Nobel Peace Laureate, the European Union is once
again refusing to strengthen sanctions against Russia.

36 agitators from Simferopol were taken off the train to
Odessa and sent back to Crimea
The special unit of the National Guard of Ukraine “Kyiv-1” arrived in Odessa
HRWF (05.05.2014) - In the night of 4th May the Department of the Ministry of Internal
Affairs of Ukraine received information fromthe Border Guard Service and representatives
from a pro-Kyiv self-defence militia of the city of Kherson that over 100 radicals were in
the passenger train heading from Simferopol to Odessa. Police and self-defense forces in
Odessa checked all the wagons and identified 36 alleged anti-Maidan agitators. According
to the press centre of Euromaidan they were sent them back to Crimea.
According to president Turchynov, saboteurs are preparing an offensive against the Kyiv
government on 9th May. The capital has been strengthened by the roadblocks and selfdefense units.
On 5th May, the special unit of the National Guard of Ukraine “Kyiv-1” arrived in Odessa
to support the local law enforcement forces. According to the Minister of Internal Affairs
of Ukraine, Arsen Avakov, the unit is backed by elements in Odessa. “These units were
formed with the best volunteer experts and patriots ", - said the head of ministry.
On 2nd May separatists attacked the March for the Unity of the Country in Odessa. As a
result of the attack on Greek Square, people were killed and the 8-storey shopping mall
“Athens” was captured. Afterwards the conflict moved to Kulikove Field - the site of the
Antimaidan activists in Odessa. People who barricaded themselves in the House of Trade
Unions died because of the fire. According to the State Emergency Service a fire occurred
because Molotov cocktails were thrown on top of the lower floors.

Odessa mob rule
Who gave police order to release detainees, and why?
By Lily Hyde
Kyiv Post (05.05.2014) / http://www.kyivpost.com/content/ukraine/odessa-mob-rulewho-gave-police-order-to-release-detainees-and-why-346227.html - Odessa took a
dangerous step away from Ukrainian government control on May 4 as local police gave in
to a mob and released 67 people they had been holding since the night of May 2, when a
Russian-backed crowd sparked clashes that led to the deaths of more than 40 people -most of them in a horrific fire.
The rally to release the detainees started with a small group of Christian Orthodox
believers who moved away from a larger crowd that had gathered at the burnt-out Trade
Union building, where most of the deadly clashes took place on May 2.
Bearing church banners and icons, they called for others to follow them to the city police
station to demand the release of more than 100 people taken into detention as part of
the investigation into the deadly violence.
More people soon followed. “Why are you here looking at horrors?” shouted one man.
“Come and do something positive for your city!”

About 100 riot police blocked one end of the street outside the police station, but did not
hinder anyone from walking along the pavement, or approaching from the other
direction. They stood by and watched as the surging crowd of a few hundred people
threw stones to break the windows, and eventually stormed the gate into the yard.
Soon after, the detainees streamed out, greeted by shouts of “heroes!”
“We’re keeping the peace,” said one police officer, a phrase which has been repeated in
towns across southeast Ukraine where local police have stood by and let local mobs
storm government buildings. A major standing with his men said he had not been given
any orders, and without orders he was unable to act.
Dmitry Futedzhi, the acting Odessa Oblast police chief, harassed by the crowd and out of
uniform, put it passively: He said the decision had been taken to release the detainees in
order to keep conflict under control. He also said the people detained in the station had
been brought there for their own safety, after they asked for help to escape the clashes
in the center of Odessa.
While it remains unclear where the order to release the detainees originated, the
Ukrainian government reacted furiously to the Odessa police’s actions.
The police in Odessa acted in a totally disorderly, possibly criminal way,” Interior Minister
Arsen Avakov wrote on his Facebook page, adding that all police chiefs would be fired
immediately. Earlier, in a speech in Odessa, Prime Minister Arseny Yatsenyuk implied
that the police were too busy collecting bribes from local gangsters to do their jobs
properly.
Two of the detainees confirmed that they had asked the police to rescue them.
“We were just walking along Derebasovskaya Street and saw the radicals, and took
shelter in the nearest place and it was the Athena building,” said 28-year-old Yevgeny
Dyatkov. He and another detainee both said the police had promised to bring them to the
station to register their details and then let them go, but instead kept them in the
temporary detention cell where they had to sleep on the floor, and charged them with
mass disorder.
Dyatkov said he had nothing to do with the clashes on either side, but had just been
walking in the city at the time with nothing more in his pocket but a mobile phone and
some money.
His anger was directed at "radicals" and the militant nationalist group Pravy Sektor, who
he said had come to Odessa to stir up trouble. He accused the police of letting them act
with impunity on May 2 while arresting their opponents under false charges. “I can’t say
I’m very happy that they arrested people who had sticks and said they had not sticks but
guns,” he said. “Lots of our people died.”
The jubilant crowd chanted “All for one and one for all!” and “Russia!”
But after the more peaceful members left, a smaller group armed with iron bars and
sticks remained in a standoff with the riot police who withdrew to the building,
barricading the entrance to the courtyard.
Editor’s
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Odessa: First list of 14 victims out of about 40
HRWF (04.05.2014) - Human Rights Without Frontiers has managed to get the
names of a number of victims from the Russian-language newspaper "Odessa Today"
although the Ministry of the Interior and the SBU are still refusing to publicize the names
of the victims, citing the secrecy of the investigation. So far, the names of 14 victims are
known: five of them died of gunshot wounds, four fell from an upper floor of the House of
Trade Unions. All of them are locals.
The European Union has asked for an independent investigation into this tragedy.
Human Rights Without Frontiers is collecting information about this issue with the
help of local partners and will be present in Odessa later this month.
14 victims are known by name
1. Andrei Biryukov, born in 1978 - Gunshot wound,
2. Brozhevsky Andrew, born in 1987 - Fallen from the upper floors,
3. Bulakh Victor, 1956 - Fallen from the upper floors,
4. Varenikina Anna, born in 1955 - Smothered in smoke
5. Egorsky Nicholas, born in 1976 - Gunshot wound,
6. Zhulkov Alexander, born in 1968 - Gunshot wound,
7. Igor Ivanov, born in 1987 - Gunshot wound,
8. Anatoliy Kalin, born in 1976 - Fallen from the upper floors,
9. Vyacheslav Markin, born in 1969, member of the regional council - Died in hospital
from wounds
10. Sergey Mishin, born in 1986 - Died in the fire,
11. Negaturov Vadim, 1959, Odessa poet - Was burned in the fire;
12. Nikitenko Maxim, born in 1982 - Fallen from the upper floors,
13. Petrov Gennady, born 1985 - Gunshot wound,
14. Sadovnichii Alexander, 1954 - Died in the fire.
In Odessa police started to release detained anti-Maidan activists
HRWF (04.05.2014) - Today, anti-Maidan activists took control of some offices in Odessa,
including the Gorupravleniya police station after forcing its gates with a vehicle. Under
pressure of the pro-Russian protesters, the police released more than 30 anti-Maidan
activists. Two women were released from prison. One of them, with burnt hair and
clothes, had lost two children in the Trade Unions House. According to initial information,
the police arrested 127 rioters, but half of them were released yesterday. There were
less than 50 people in custody.
A Russian flag has been hung on the side of the Trade Unions House.
The new chief of the police of Odessa is the former head of the Ministry of Internal Affairs
of Ukraine in Chernigov region, Major General Ivan Katerynchuk.

What really happened in Odessa
A step-by-step reconstruction of a tragedy that killed 46 people

By Sergiy Dibrov
Kyiv Post (04.05.2014) / http://www.kyivpost.com/content/ukraine/what-reallyhappened-in-odessa-a-step-by-step-reconstruction-of-a-tragedy-that-killed-46-peoplevideo-346192.html
Editor’s Note: Odessa journalist Sergiy Dibrov witnessed the May 2 violence killed 46
people, most of whom died in a fire in the Trade Unions Building.
Before May 2
Kulikove Pole Square in the center of Odessa used to be a prison cemetery before its
transformation into a square for demonstrations and parades. In Soviet times, a
pompous building that stands there served as headquarters for the Regional Committee
of the Communist Party. It has been reconstructed several times. Most recently, it serves
as the headquarters for the local Trade Unions Federation and rents out office space
inside.
In late February, after former President Viktor Yanukovych was ousted from Ukraine by
the EuroMaidan Revolution, Odessa opponents of European Union integration set up an
anti-Maidan camp in Kulikove Pole Square, next to the Trade Unions headquarters.
The camp was the center of activity for supporters of Ukraine’s "federalization" – which
many regard as the Kremlin code word for the dismemberment of Ukraine -- and
Russian-backed separatists. It was the location of regular rallies that gathered up to
several thousand participants.
Pro-Ukrainian citizens have long demanded that authorities remove the camp.

: Pro-Ukrainian activists rally in southern Ukrainian city of Odessa on May 4, 2014.
Flowers, candles and photos of the dead pile up outside a charred building in the scenic
Ukrainian port city of Odessa where anger simmers a day after brutal clashes claimed 42
lives. Clashes intially broke out between pro-Russian militants and supporters of
Ukrainian unity that quickly turned deadly. Several combattants, reportedly mainly on
the pro-Russian side, barricaded themselves in the trade union building, which was set
on fire as both sides traded petrol bombs. AFP PHOTO / ANATOLII STEPANOV
May 2

On the night of May 2, the football teams Chernomorets (Odessa) and Metallist (Kharkiv)
played in Odessa. After the EuroMaidan protests started in November, Ukrainian football
fans started the game-day tradition of peacefully marching in support of Ukraine’s unity
as a nation. A planned march took place in Odessa on May 2 at 3 p.m.
In the last five months, Odessa has also seen opposing political rallies. One took place on
May 1, when AntiMaidan activists and left-wing parties took part in a peaceful march.
The next day, however, was different. AntiMaidan pages on the Russian-controlled
Vkontakte social network shared calls to forcefully stop the pro-Ukrainian march and
gather at Oleksanrivkiy Avenue, near the planned march.
One of the pages called on their supporters in Odessa to “take after Donetsk,” a
reference to the bloody attacks by Kremlin-backed, pro-Russian demonstrators on proUkrainians on April 27.

Red carnations have been left in homage to the victims inside the burned trade union
building in the southern Ukranian city of Odessa on May 4, 2014. Flowers, candles and
photos of the dead pile up outside a charred building in the scenic Ukrainian port city of
Odessa where anger simmers a day after brutal clashes claimed 42 lives. Clashes intially
broke out between pro-Russian militants and supporters of Ukrainian unity that quickly
turned deadly. Several combattants, reportedly mainly on the pro-Russian side,
barricaded themselves in the trade union building, which was set on fire as both sides
traded petrol bombs. AFP PHOTO / ANATOLII STEPANO
Russian-backed attackers came armed, ready to attack
One hour before the march, some 200 young men gathered in an agreed location.
They came ready to fight. They had guns, bats, knives and wore helmets and bulletproof
vests. They behaved aggressively and began to dismantle the pavement to prepare rocks
to throw at their opponents.
At the same time, some 1,000 football fans and supporters of Ukraine’s unity gathered at
Soborna Square.
Only several dozen members of the Maidan Self-Defense Units, a paramilitary patriotic
organization formed during EuroMaidan to support the revolution, were equipped to
defend the crowd.

The atmosphere was positive in the square. Fans of the two teams from Odessa and
Kharkiv sang the Ukrainian national anthem together, chanted patriotic slogans such as
“Odessa, Kharkiv, Ukraine” and sang songs against Russian President Vladimir Putin.
When the fans gathered in a column and began marching to the stadium, the SelfDefense Unit members were informed about several hundred aggressive AntiMaidan
supporters coming to the square from Hrecheska Street, to attack the column of peaceful
demonstrators.
Police didn’t separate the two rallies from each another.
The armed Self-Defense fighters formed a chain and put up their shields at the crossing
with Greek Street to protect the fans.
But the shields didn't stop the attackers.
They threw rocks and stun grenades into the column. In response to the explosions,
football fans and Ukrainian patriots immediately responded and threw fireworks and
smoke grenades into the attackers.
The street filled with smoke and the attackers retreated to Greek Street.
By now, however, pro-Ukrainian fans were injured with rocks, hit in the face and head.
While the pro-Ukrainian Self-Defense members stood in a line in front of the proUkrainian crowd, covering themselves with shields, police officers formed a similar line
next to the AntiMaidan crowd. Even with the cordon, their Russian-backed opponents
continued throwing rocks and other objects.
The AntiMaidan crowd was outnumbered and soon went on the defensive as angry
football fans went on the attack and pelted the aggressors with rocks and chased them
from nearby side streets.

Pro-Russian militants storm the police station in the southern Ukrainian city of Odessa on
May 4, 2014, to free the Pro-Russian activists arrested on May 2 after their attack of a
Ukrainian unity rally. Around 3,000 pro-Russian militants on May 4 stormed the police
headquarters in the Ukrainian port city of Odessa, where 42 people died in clashes two
days ago. AFP PHOTO/ DMITRY SEREBRYAKOV

Gunshots fired by pro-Russian aggressors; first person killed
That’s when the first gunshots were fired.
One of the AntiMaidan supporters, armed with Kalashnikov machine gun, opened fire in a
lane leading to Odessa’s main Derybasivskaya Street. A bullet hit a young football fan in
the chest, killing him. Several dozen others were taken away by ambulance, injured by
rocks.
After the first blood spilled, the violence escalated.
Young women and elderly people from the pro-Ukrainian rally began dismantling the
pavement and passing the rocks to the frontline. Soon, other supporters brought gasoline
and foam plastic, and young women began mixing Molotov cocktails right on
Derybasivskaya Street.
Several hours of street fighting leave four dead, more than 100 wounded
Police officers attempted to protect the AntiMaidan fighters, but were thrown back by
Molotov cocktails and rocks. The pro-Ukrainian side began using firearms, too.
The street fighting went on for several hours, initially claiming the lives of four men and
injuring about 100 people. The deputy chief of Odessa police, Dmitriy Fuchedzhy, and the
chief editor of the popular local online newspaper Dumskaya.net, Oleh Konstantinov,
were among the injured.
Around 5 p.m., pro-Ukrainian activists captured a fire truck and drove it into the crowd of
AntiMaidan people, using its water cannon to disperse the fighting crowd. The football
fans chased the opponents, and beat those who they caught, while pro-Ukrainian SelfDefense members tried to restrain them from lynching their victims. By this time, 74
ambulances were at the scene.
After the AntiMaidan supporters were chased away, pro-Ukrainian activists headed to
Kulikove Pole Square to destroy the Russian-backed camp. Some 2,000 pro-Ukrainian
activists attacked the camp, where some 200 AntiMaidan supporters were present.
Pro-Russian crowd flees to Trade Unions building
When the activists set the tents and stage on fire, Odessa Oblast council member Oleksiy
Alba called on the pro-Russians in the camp to flee to the nearby Trades Union building.
The pro-Ukrainians attacked the building with rocks and Molotov cocktails, while the
AntiMaidan supporters threw Molotov cocktails from the rooftop.
Several bottles of petrol bombs, thrown by activists outside, broke into the front entrance
and the windows of the second and fourth floor, where the fire spread quickly.
The burning building trapped people inside. Eight of them died after jumping from the
upper floors as they tried to escape from the fire. More than 20 people died of smoke
inhalation alone.
At the same time, pro-Ukrainian activists saved several dozen people from the rooms on
the second and third floor.
Firefighters slow to respond
Firefighters arrived an hour after the fire began.
More than 100 people inside the building fled to the roof to safety. Police officers, who
arrived after the fire was extinguished, took them outside and arrested them. Some

football fans attempted to attack them, but were once again restrained by the proUkrainian Self-Defense members.
Bloodiest day in Odessa since 1918
The May 2 events were the bloodiest civil conflict in Odessa since the pre-Bolshevik
revolutionary raids on the city’s Jews and street fights in 1918.
The total death toll currently stands at 46 victims. One of the dead is Odessa city council
member Vyacheslav Markin. Alba, who led people inside the Trade Unions building,
survived.

Volunteers help victims of Odessa violence
Euromaidan (04.05.2014) - At Odessa city hospitals No 1, No 10, and No 11 volunteer
collection centers have been put in place to help victims of the recent violence, reports
Ukrainska Pravda, May 4.
As stated on the Odessa City Council website, Odessa residents have been actively
helping city hospitals and victims of the events of 2 nd May.
“Blood and medications are not needed at present,” the statement says. “The number of
people willing to donate blood and to bring help to the city hospitals greatly exceeds
immediate needs. We will no longer be accepting medications, items, and blood
donations for the injured,” the website reports.
However, those wishing to help city hospitals can send funds for the purchase of
additional medical equipment.
After the violent clashes on May 2, some 214 people sought medical attention or were
brought in by ambulances. Of those 88 were hospitalized. The rest received outpatient
care or refused hospitalization. As of 14:00 on Saturday, May 3, of the 88 hospitalized
patients three had died — one from gunshot wounds, the second from trauma during a
fall, the third from burns.
According to the most recent data, 46 people died as a result of clashes between the
supporters and opponents of Maidan (united Ukraine) in Odessa.
Contacts for Volunteer Groups in Odesa
Jewish Hospital (Hospital No 1, Myasoedovskaya St., 32 (corner B Khmelnytsky St.)
Svetlana – 063-73-56-020
Lubov – 093-275-11-77
Hospital No 10 – Malynovskyy St., 61 (burn center)
Yuliana – 063-94-79-641
Hospital No 11 – Ak. Vorobiev St., 5
Vladimir – 063-73-54-747
Kyiv residents have actively joined the volunteer effort. The “People’s Hospital” initiative,
which helped medical personnel during the Maidan events in Kyiv by purchasing
medicines and medical equipment, is now helping Odessa residents.
Volunteers have already delivered specialized bandages and X-ray film to Odessa, reports
historian Oleksandr Babych, who manages the volunteer effort. Additionally he has
received money donations from Kyiv and Odessa residents and even from Russians.

Babych says that he is now coordinating the assistance effort with volunteer groups from
Kyiv, with the Odessa Euromaidan activists, and the leadership of Self-Defense.
“We’ll also need to coordinate with the men and women who are working with the injured
from Kulikovo field (pro-Russian tent encampment in Odessa). I don’t care who is being
helped just as long as this person is alive and well. We can sort out our political views
later,” he says.
According to the “People’s Hospital,” some UAH 20,000 has already been donated to help
the victims in Odessa.
Source: http://life.pravda.com.ua/society/2014/05/4/166800/

Ukraine crisis: Dozens killed in Odessa fire amid clashes
BBC (03.05.2014) - At least 31 people have been killed in a fire in an official building
amid violence in Odessa in south-west Ukraine, the interior ministry says.
The deaths came as pro-Russian protesters clashed with Ukrainian government
supporters in the city.
Officials said some people were overwhelmed by smoke and others died after they
jumped from the building.
Earlier President Oleksandr Turchynov said many separatists had been killed in a
government offensive in Sloviansk.
Activists have seized scores of government buildings and detained observers in eastern
Ukraine.
The fire broke out in Odessa's Trade Unions House, the regional office of Ukraine's
interior ministry said. It did not give details of how the blaze started.
The exact sequence of events is still unclear, but reports suggest the separatists had
barricaded themselves inside the building and both sides were throwing petrol bombs.
The interior ministry gave a toll of at least 31 dead, revising down an earlier tally of 38
killed.
Ukrainian Deputy Foreign Minister Danylo Lubkivsky told the BBC he regretted the loss of
life but insisted Russia was behind the violence.
"The situation remains under control. But the security situation is threatened by Russian
special agents," he said.
"That's why we are requesting and demanding Russian authorities to stop their efforts
that can undermine regional security and stability."
Russia's foreign ministry said Moscow was "outraged" by events in Odessa and
denounced Kiev's "irresponsibility".
The US called the violence "unacceptable" and urged both Ukraine and Russia to restore
order.

"The violence and mayhem that led to so many senseless deaths and injuries is
unacceptable," the state department said in a statement.
Gunfire
Earlier, four people were killed in clashes between the pro-Russian and pro-Kiev
protesters in the city - the first such eruption of violence in the south after weeks of
mounting unrest in Ukraine's east. It followed a rally by Ukrainian football fans, reports
say.
The BBC's David Stern in Kiev says the death toll in Odessa is the highest since violence
broke out between pro-EU protesters and police in the capital in February.
The Black Sea city is ethnically mixed with a large number of Russian speakers, our
correspondent says.
Meanwhile the latest reports from rebel-controlled Sloviansk in the east say intense
gunfire has broken out in the centre of the city.
Fergal Keane reports from outside Sloviansk where violent clashes have claimed several
lives.
During the day government forces took over pro-Russian checkpoints outside the city.
Separatists shot down two Ukrainian army helicopters, killing a pilot and another
serviceman.
'Catastrophic consequences'
The West continues to accuse Moscow of provoking the unrest in eastern Ukraine,
something Russia denies.
US President Barack Obama, at a meeting with German Chancellor Angela Merkel at the
White House, warned of further sanctions against Russia if it did not "change course".
He said the idea that the unrest was caused by a "spontaneous uprising" was "belied" by
the militants' use of missiles.
Mr Obama and Chancellor Merkel said they were united in their support for broad
sanctions against Russia.
The UN Security Council met earlier on Friday for an emergency session at Russia's
request.
Moscow's ambassador warned of "catastrophic consequences" if Kiev's military operation
in eastern Ukraine continued, while the US called it "proportionate and reasonable".
Eastern Ukraine has a large Russian-speaking population. It was a stronghold for
President Viktor Yanukovych before he was overthrown by pro-Western protesters in
February.
Russia then annexed the Crimean peninsula - part of Ukraine but with a Russianspeaking majority - in a move that provoked international outrage.
The crisis has plunged East-West relations to their lowest point since the Cold War ended
in the early 1990s.
Videos and pictures of the tragedy in Odessa

Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T1OqU3abolg
Slide
show: http://www.reuters.com/news/pictures/slideshow?articleId=USRTR3NKN4#a=2
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-27259620

EU calls for independent probe of Odessa deaths
Reuters (03.05.2014) - The European Union called on Saturday for an independent
investigation into the deaths of at least 42 people in southern Ukraine after a riot ended
with dozens of pro-Russian protesters killed in a burning building.
The street battle between supporters and opponents of Russia in the Black Sea port of
Odessa that ended in the deadly blaze in a besieged trade union building was by far the
worst incident in Ukraine since a February uprising that ended with a pro-Russian
president fleeing the country.
EU foreign policy chief Catherine Ashton said the EU was "deeply saddened by the many
deaths and injured in yesterday's events in Odessa".
"The facts which led to this tragic loss of so many human lives must now be established
in an independent investigation and those responsible for these criminal acts brought to
justice," she said in a statement.
The Kremlin, which has massed tens of thousands of soldiers on Ukraine's eastern border
and proclaims the right to invade to protect Russian speakers, has said the government
in Kiev and its Western backers were responsible for the deaths.
Kiev said the violence was provoked by foreign demonstrators sent in from
Transdniestria, a nearby breakaway pro-Russian region of Moldova where Moscow has a
military garrison. It said most of the dead who had been identified so far were from
there.
The upheaval in Ukraine broke out after former pro-Russian President Viktor Yanukovich
turned his back last year on an agreement on closer trade and political cooperation with
the 28-nation EU in favor of a $15 billion bailout from Russia. That sparked street
protests that ended with him fleeing Ukraine.
Ashton said the EU urged everyone to exercise restraint and not to exploit events in
Odessa "to fuel more hatred, division and senseless violence."
"All political forces must now assume their responsibility and engage in a peaceful and
inclusive dialogue to find a joint way out of the crisis," she said.
EU leaders added their names to a statement by the Group of Seven industrialized
countries last week that accused Moscow of taking "no concrete actions" in support of the
Geneva agreement between Ukraine, Russia, the United States and the EU.
(Reporting by Adrian Croft; Editing by Robin Pomeroy)

Affront or Offensive? Russian OMON block Mustafa
Jemiliev
By Halya Coynash
Human Rights in Ukraine (03.05.2014) /
http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1399107547 - On Saturday, May 3, Russian
OMON spetsnaz forces, together with the so-called Crimean “police”, prevented Mustafa
Jemiliev from entering the Crimea.
Around 5 thousand Crimean Tatars arrived at Armyansk on the border between Kherson
oblast and the Crimea early on Saturday morning. Many had tears in their eyes as they
greeted the veteran leader of the Crimean Tatars a day after he was stopped by the
Russian authorities in Moscow from travelling to Simferopol in the Crimea. He was
informed that this was in accordance with a five year ban on his entry to the Russian
Federation. With the Crimea having been annexed by Russia, this ban now includes
Mustafa Jemiliev’s homeland, Jemiliev called the ban on his entry to the Crimea “the
zone of Russian democracy”.
Several thousand Crimean Tatars came right up to the checkpoint, and then formed a
corridor to enable Jemiliev to cross into the Crimea. The Crimea News Agency reports
that the acting interior minister, Sergei Abisov arrived at the border and told those
present that Mustafa Jemiliev would not be allowed to enter.
In speaking with the head of the Mejlis, Refat Chubarov, Abisov claimed that there had
been information in the press about the ban on Jemiliev entering the Russian Federation
for 5 years and that Jemiliev himself had received this document.
The dishonesty is astounding. The ban was reported on April 22, yet by the following day
high-ranking people in both Russia and the Crimea were claiming that the document
presented to Mustafa Jemiliev had been a fake.
The ban, as we see, is no fake. It is, however a monstrous affront to Mustafa Jemiliev
and the entire Crimean Tatar people, and a violation of Jemiliev’s rights.
It was yet again a credit to Jemiliev and the Crimean Tatars that the stand-off ended
without bloodshed. The leader of the Crimean Tatars, a man of immense moral standing,
known throughout the world has been banned from entering his homeland.
Refat Chubarov is quoted as saying that “it seems any Crimean Tatar can today not be
allowed back to his homeland. The Crimean Tatars who for 50 years fought for the right
to live in their homeland.”
As reported, the Mejlis decided on Friday evening to cancel celebrations of a major
Crimean Tatar festival following the refusal of the Russian authorities to allow Jemiliev to
fly to Simferopol. It was decided instead to travel to the border with the Kherson oblast
to meet Jemiliev who has still not even received an official decision regarding the reasons
for the ban.
The Kremlin-backed self-styled prime minister of the Crimea, Sergei Aksenov claimed
that Jemiliev had come to the Crimea “at the instigation of the western security service
to destabilize the situation”.

Crimean Tatars began blocking roads near Simferopol, Bakhchysarai and other places in
protest. However it was decided that Jemiliev would return to Kyiv in order to avoid
confrontation and bloodshed.
The decision was doubtless wise. Over the last two months Russia has been waging an
undeclared war using all means to provoke conflict and create the impression that
Ukrainians are fighting among themselves.
The head of the Mejlis has said that the situation with Jemiliev’s return must be resolved
by May 18 when visitors from all over the world will be in the Crimea remembering the
victims of the Deportation of the Crimean Tatar people in May 1944.
The ban on Mustafa Jemiliev’s return to his homeland on the eve of the seventieth
anniversary of the Deportation is a personal tragedy and a profound affront, and seems
deliberately aimed at stirring up conflict.

Ukraine moves towards civil war as Kiev hits back at proRussia rebels
Fighting in east claims 42 lives as troops move in to Kramatorsk and advance on
rebel HQ in Slavyansk
By Harriet Salem
The Guardian (03.05.2014) / http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/may/03/ukrainecivil-war-kiev-russia-slavyansk - Two days of chaos and violence in east and south-east
Ukraine appeared on Saturday to be pushing the country ever closer to civil war, as the
death toll rose to 42 following a military counter-offensive launched by authorities in Kiev
against pro-Russia rebels.
An angry crowd confronted police outside the trade union building in Odessa where
dozens of pro-Russia activists died on Friday night in a blaze started during clashes with
pro-Ukraine protesters. Fighting continued in the east as the Ukrainian army continued to
oust pro-Russia rebels.
The region has been rocked by unrest since the new government in Kiev came to power
following demonstrations that ousted pro-Russia president Viktor Yanukovych at the end
of February. Many in Ukraine's east, which has strong economic and cultural ties with
Russia, say they now feel marginalised. What began as small-scale unrest rapidly
escalated into an armed rebellion as pro-Russia militia groups seized government
buildings. Kiev and its western allies have accused the Kremlin of orchestrating the
chaos, which follows a Putin-backed putsch that resulted in Crimea's annexation last
month.
Slavyansk was quickly established as the heartland of the pro-Russia forces operating in
the region. Armed men, led by self-appointed mayor Vyacheslav Ponomaryov, have
controlled the city, ringed by militia-controlled road blockades, for more than two weeks.
In Donetsk, Luhansk, Kostinovka and Horlivka, rebels have seized most of the state
security and administrative buildings. Kidnappings and murders have become common as
law enforcement officials defect to the rebels.

As the Ukrainian army edged ever closer to the rebel HQ in Slavyansk on Friday, gunfire
echoed as fighting raged in the areas surrounding the city. Ambulances tore down the
deserted streets throughout the night to collect the wounded and dead.
Local people claim the Ukrainian army shot at unarmed citizens who formed a human
chain near a road blockade on the edge of the village of Andreevka, only a few miles
from Slavyansk. "They are killing peaceful people," said Igor, 29, a farmworker from the
village who was receiving treatment at the Slavyansk hospital for a shrapnel injury he
said he suffered during the night assault.
"I'm just a local citizen, unarmed. People ran away when they started shooting at us," he
said. Those with more serious injuries were reportedly taken to the nearby Kramatorsk
hospital. Some suggest that ambulances and cars carrying the dead and wounded were
not allowed to pass by the Ukrainian military.
The total number of rebel losses cannot be confirmed, but a spokeswoman for
Ponomaryov said that at least 10 militia and 30 civilians had died. "Countless more are
injured," she said, "and the number is growing every second."
Less than 24 hours after the counter-terrorism assault against the rebels began,
Ponomaryov announced the release of seven Organisation for Security and Co-operation
in Europe (OSCE) officials and their civilian translator, who were taken by bus to
Donetsk. Some have interpreted the move as a bid by the Russia-backed rebels to
reduce tensions. The mayor's spokeswoman said the "guests" had left "without
conditions".
After a brief hiatus, fighting resumed around midday on Saturday as the Ukrainian army
advanced in Kramatorsk. In an attempt to counter the attack, lorries and buses were
used to fortify the barricades and block Ukrainian armoured personnel carriers from
entering the city by road.
Local militia set tyre barricades ablaze in a bid to create a thick screen of black smoke to
hold back the Ukrainian advance. Both sides shot at each other intermittently for several
hours.
One Ukrainian soldier stationed at a checkpoint in Kramatorsk said he had come under
heavy fire and expected resistance by the rebels to continue through the night.
The Kiev counter-terrorism operation is the first real attempt to dislodge the rebels from
their stronghold. Two previous bids to oust the rebels ended almost as soon as they had
begun when Ukrainian army units leading the operation either surrendered to the militia
or were captured almost immediately. Strong local support for the rebel movement has
proved a major barrier to Kiev in responding to the situation and the spate of violence.
Many in Slavyansk see the Ukrainian army as an invading rather than liberating force. "I
understand the soldiers; they have signed up and now they don't know what to do," said
market-stall owner Tatiana, 50. "The government are pitching people here against each
other."
Behind her, a homemade banner taped to a statue of Lenin outside the rebel
headquarters in the city's administration building summed up local sentiment about the
anti-terrorism operation: "Turchynov and Yatsenyuk [Ukraine's interim president and
prime minister] are killers".
At the foot of the monument, local people have started placing flowers in memory of the
latest round of those killed. "I'm sorry we couldn't protect you," sobbed one pensioner on
her husband's shoulder as she came to pay her respects at the memorial. The fighting
and increased isolation in the east – television stations have been turned on and off by

the opposing forces – have proved a fertile breeding ground for Russia's churning
propaganda machine, which has played a central role in fuelling the conflict.
Many believe that foreign forces and nationalist groups are acting as part of the Kiev-led
operation under the auspices of the Ukrainian army. "They are here: the US army,
mercenaries, Right Sector," sobbed 48-year-old Yelena in the city's central square. "You
see what they have done in Odessa. They want to kill us, to destroy us totally."
Ponomaryov, who yesterday celebrated his birthday as Ukrainian forces advanced on the
city, has called on Russia to deliver the promised reinforcements now that they are under
attack by Ukrainian forces. But so far the Kremlin has not responded, other than to say
that Moscow has "lost control" over the rebels operating in Ukraine's east.
"Where is Russia? Putin stays silent. Russia, Russia, there is no Russia here. Why? We
beg Putin to come and save us," said Yelena, visibly distraught. She drew a comparison
between the situation in Ukraine's east and the wars that ravaged the Balkans in the
1990s, adding that she would like to evacuate her children from the city but that people
are unable to leave.
A double tier of barricades now surrounds Slavyansk. In some places pro-Russia militia
checkpoints are separated from the Ukrainian army by only a few miles of tarmac. A
gauntlet of tree trunks, felled by local people sympathetic to the rebels, blocks the main
routes in and out of the city, making access by vehicle almost impossible. Handfuls of
people are making their way out by foot to surrounding villages. "I would rip the
Ukrainian army apart with my teeth if I could" said 35-year-old builder Vasily as he stood
guard with a group of others at his village's main road leading toward Slavyansk.
Just two days ago, the advancing Ukrainian army passed through the village, fuelling
anger in the local population. "We don't want them here. Who invited them? Why are
they attacking peaceful people?" he asked.
But as Kiev made advances in one front, losses occurred on the other. As evening fell on
Saturday around 100 unarmed men wearing ragtag military fatigues stormed the security
force building in Donetsk, meeting minimal resistance from the local police who watched
from a distance. Security forces across the region have defected to the militia's side, and
the easy capture followed a pattern of seizures in the region that appear to have been
prearranged with police chiefs.
The rebels looted the building before turning their attentions to the nearby private office
of the governor of Donetsk, Sergey Taruta. The rebels seized Taruta's state office,
located on the city's administrative building's 11th floor, nearly a month ago. Since then
local government has been operating out of a hotel in the city centre.

SBU detains 3 Russian agents after massacre in Odesa
There are at least three Russians among those who made a blood bath in Odesa
on May 2, SBU says.
ZIK (02.05.2014) - SBU detained three Russians who organized killings in Odesa during a
clash between separatists and pro-Ukrainian activists.
Ukraine foreign ministry says there is ample evidence that the clashes in Odesa were
financed and coordinated by Russian special services.

The investigation will allow to expose those in Ukraine and Russia who were behind the
massacre which resulted in 46 deaths and hundreds of wounded, SBU says.

OSCE media freedom representative deeply troubled by
continuing deterioration of journalists’ safety in Eastern
Ukraine
OSCE (02.05.2014) – OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media Dunja Mijatović
today renewed her call on all parties to show respect for media freedom in Ukraine
following new cases of intimidation of journalists, disappearances and a violent takeover
of a television station.
“On the eve of World Press Freedom Day we are witnessing journalists in Ukraine being
subjected to brutal violence, kidnappings and intimidation while media outlets are
repeatedly seized by armed individuals who switch off Ukrainian broadcasts to replace
them with Russian ones,” Mijatović said.
Today journalists from BuzzFeed and the television channels Sky News and CBS were
detained by armed individuals for three hours at a road block in Sloviansk. They were
blindfolded, interrogated and some of them reportedly beaten before they were released.
Also today a lifenews.ru correspondent in Sloviansk, Hermine Kotanjyan, reportedly
received death threats through social media.
On 1 May armed people entered a regional television station in Lugansk and
programming was changed from the First Ukrainian National Channel to Russia 24.
On the same day a journalist of Radio Liberty was intimidated and bullied by the crowd in
Kharkiv while reporting on a protest, and had to seek police protection.

Real, Russian and Neo-Nazi
By Hayla Coynash
Human Rights in Ukraine (02.05.2014) /
http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1398987050 - It is undoubtedly correct that the
neo-Nazis who marched through many Russian cities on May 1 should not be given a
chance to advertise themselves on Russian television, They are however real, unlike the
“Ukrainian fascist” spectres used on those very channels to frighten viewers and raise
anti-Kyiv sentiments
Cursorinfo reports that Russian nationalists held May First rallies in many Russian cities,
including Moscow and St Petersburg. The list of over 20 cities where such rallies were
agreed with the authorities and announced in advance can be found on the “Russians
Ethnopolitical Association” website.
The Slavic Union [SS] site states that “On May 1 2014 a procession will be held of
Russians, all of those who are willing to proclaim that in Russia there are not only

Russian nationals [rossiyanye] , but also ethnic Russians [russkiye] who are proud of
being ethnic Russians and are not ashamed to say so.”
Cursorinfo notes that despite Russia’s Law on Extremism, the SS site freely promotes
anti-Semitic literature in its section “Revisionism of the Holocaust”. This asserts that “in
order to avoid intellectual terrorism, lies and bias, history, like any other science,
requires uninterrupted “revision”. Either it’s a “revisionist” or masked propaganda”.
There is a note from the administrator informing that the site is not on Russian territory
and claiming that this means that it can’t be touched. There is no such disclaimer on the
other, equally far-right, site, nor in fact would such arguments have any weight on
Russia’s Federal Security Service [FSB] were the latter to feel any concern about
organizations openly promoting neo-Nazi ideology. They appear to show no concern
either about their publications or their public rallies.
Both the FSB and Russian courts have already proven willing to prosecute a person over
a forum discussion on a Ukrainian website (www.proua.com). Taras Zelenyak, a 36-yearold of Ukrainian origin from Novosibirsk was prosecuted back in 2007 for what Russia’s
security service deemed incitement to enmity against Russians.
There are no grounds for concluding that the FSB has since become more liberal in its
attitude towards freedom of expression on the Internet. As reported, Roskomnadzor, the
Russian federal committee supervising the media and IT just last week blocked access to
a number of Siberian websites on which, it claimed, “Ukrainian nationalists have called
for mass protest actions in Russia”. Since mass protests against, say, the Russian
annexation of the Crimea have been held without difficulty in all democratic countries, it
would be helpful to know what made these mass protests different. No further
information is, unfortunately, forthcoming.
The Russian authorities earlier applied
similar
measures
against the
information
agency
Lenta.ru,
www.grani.ru;
www.kasparov.ru; www.ej.ru and Alexei Navalny’s blog, all of which publish material
critical of the Russian regime. The offensive against Lenta.ru was connected with an
interview taken of a member of the Ukrainian nationalist movement, Right Sector.
It is undoubtedly correct that the neo-Nazis striding through Russian cities and declaring
their pride at being ethnic Russians should not be given a chance to advertise themselves
on Russian television, They are however real, unlike the “Ukrainian fascist” spectres
used to frighten viewers and raise anti-Kyiv sentiments on Rossiya 24; NTV; Russia
Today and other TV channels. It is no accident that the Kremlin-backed pro-Russian
militants in Donetsk and Luhansk who have seized television towers do so in order to
immediately change the programmes to Russian TV channels. This was exactly the
pattern followed in the Crimea after Russia’s intervention on Feb 27.
The effect is being seen in the number of journalists from Ukrainian and western media
who have been abducted or attacked. The two Radio Svoboda journalists attacked in
Kharkiv on Thursday were initially abused and called “fascists”.
The confusion would be comical were it not so deliberately promoted and dangerous. A
number of the “Donetsk Republic” pro-Russian activists involved in storming official
buildings and proclaiming a “Donetsk People’s Republic” are people with neo-Nazi
leanings. This includes Pavel Gubarev, the self-styled “people’s mayor” whom Russian
media are calling Ukraine’s “political prisoner No. 1.
None of this stops their supporters, or others, from holding pro-Russian protests under
banners like “No to fascism” and repeating the claims that they are fighting the “fascists”
and “anti-Semites” who have taken over in Kyiv.

The Russian channels have been caught any number of times doctoring their material
and making demonstrably false claims. Long-term researchers of xenophobia and antiSemitism in Ukraine have established a National Minority Rights Monitoring Group whose
first reports demonstrate clearly that in comparison with Russia, Ukraine’s problems with
anti-Semitism and xenophobia are minor.
When forced to acknowledge objections from Jewish organizations about the Kremlin’s
line on Maidan and anti-Semitism, Russian TV viewers heard the suggestion that such
organizations were “bringing on a second Holocaust”. As they had the first, the
presenter added.
The bulk of Russian military and tanks may still be on the other side of the border, but
nobody should be in any doubt that a fully-fledged offensive is underway, with Russian
TV channels playing a major role.

Comparison of xenophobia in Ukraine and in Russia
Human Rights in Ukraine (01.05.2014) /
http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1398892043 - In view of widespread attempts
over recent times to manipulate the issues of anti-Semitism and xenophobia, the
National Minority Rights Monitoring Group which monitors xenophobia in Ukraine has
carried out a comparative study of the number of crimes based on ethnic, racial or
religious hatred in Ukraine and in Russia.
The Monitoring Group notes that over recent months Russia’s leaders and civic
organizations, some international, which are loyal to the Kremlin, have been engaged in
a propaganda campaign aimed at justifying the armed invasion and annexation of
Ukrainian territory. This has included attempts to gain mileage out of talk about the level
of xenophobia and anti-Semitism in Ukraine.
Let the figures speak
In 2013
In Ukraine 21 people suffered as the result of racially or ethnically motivated attacks;
In Russia, according to the Sova Information and Analysis Centre, 199 people were
attacked in hate crimes, with 21 killed.
Roughly similar figures are provided by the Moscow Human Rights Bureau which
reports 205 victims of racist attacks, with 25 people killed.
In Ukraine there were 20 acts of xenophobic vandalism.
In Russia, the Sova Centre reports 70 such cases
In the first four months of 2014 monitoring has identified five victims of xenophobic
attacks. The Monitoring Group points out, however, that because of the occupation by
Russian forces of the Crimea and terrorist activities of pro-Russian militants working
under the leadership of Russian military specialists, it has become much harder to verify
reports of xenophobic crimes in a number of regions.

There may, for example, have been hate-related murders and beatings on occupied
territory in the Crimea in March and April, with experts inclined to view one death as a
hate killing. There have also been anti-Roma pogroms in Slovyansk (Donetsk oblast)
which has been seized by militants. The Monitoring Group is currently trying to verify
these incidents.
It should be pointed out that prior to Russia’s intervention, the last ethnically or racially
motivated killing in Ukraine was in 2010.
In Russia, according to preliminary data from the Sova Centre, 31 people suffered from
racist violence, with 8 killed during the same four month period.
During these four months there were 11 cases of xenophobic vandalism in Ukraine, with
four of these in the Crimea under Russian occupation. This is against 17 cases in Russia.
The National Minority Rights Monitoring Group was created on the initiative of Ukraine’s
Congress of National Communities in April 2014. It is headed by Viacheslav Likhachev
who has been monitoring anti-Semitism and xenophobia in Ukraine for over 10 years.

Anti-Semitism and xenophobia in Ukraine during April
2014
By Tetiana Bezruk and Vyacheslav Likhachev
Translated by Oleg Naumenko and Nadya Kirichenko
Human Rights in Ukraine (01.05.2014) /
http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1398891122
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1. Signs of Xenophobia
1.1 Vandalism
Several Holocaust monuments in Odessa were vandalized in the night of 8 April.
Monuments at Prokhorov Square and on Tolbukhin Street, as well as several graves on
the Tairovsk cemetery were vandalized. Unidentified vandals left drawings of swastika,
the ‘Wolf’s hook’ and the words ‘Praviy Sektor’ and ‘Glory to Ukraine’.
The Neo-Nazi sign of the ‘Wolf’s hook’ is a symbol of the Social-National Assembly and
‘Patriot of Ukraine’ civic movement, which are members of the ‘Right Sector’. However,
there are grammatical mistakes in inscriptions written in Ukrainian, including the wrong
spelling of ‘Right Sector’.

Sergei Sternenko, head of the ‘Right Sector’ cell in Odessa, denied the organization’s
involvement in these acts of vandalism and called them ‘provocations’. This view was
also supported by the press secretary of ‘Chabad’ Jewish community in Odessa Boleslav
Kapulkin.
On 10 April, leaders of the ‘Right Sector’ in Odessa visited the synagogue and met the
Chief Rabbi of Odessa and South of Ukraine Avraam Wolf after which they took part in
brushing off the anti-Semitic graffiti.
Unconfirmed reports
The information about anti-Semitic act of vandalism in Dnipropetrovsk appeared on 22
April. Avigdor Eskin, well-known pro-Russian political scientist, has shared a link to the
Israel newspaper regarding the tombstone of the last Lubavitch rabbi, a remarkable
Jewish authority, being vandalized.
Shmuel Kaminetskiy, the chief rabbi of Dnipropetrovsk, has refuted this message.
According to the press-secretary of Dnipropetrovsk Jewish community Oleg Rostovtsev ,
Israeli pilgrims noticed a minor trace from swastika that was removed three years ago,
spreading inaccurate messages about vandalism in mass media.
1.2 Arson
An attempt to set a synagogue on fire was made on 19 April. The synagogue is located at
15 Karl Libknecht Street in Mykolayiv.
Around 2 am, the warden heard sounds of two glass bottles with flammable mixture
being thrown on the facade of the building. One ‘Molotov cocktail’ hit the entrance door
and the other smashed into the lattice of the window.
The fire was extinguished almost immediately by a person who was driving nearby. He
called for the emergency service and the police, but managed to extinguish fire on his
own with his fire extinguisher stored in the car before their arrival.
As a result, the door was mildly burnt and the plastic window was damaged.
Policemen who arrived after the call collected the pieces of the bottle’s glass, remains of
cloth, matches and flammable objects.
1.3. Anti-Semitic propaganda in the context of the military separatist demonstrations in
southeast Ukraine
On 15 April, three unknown men, wearing balaclavas and camouflage with the Russian
tricolor, arrived by car, handing over and spreading leaflets with anti-Semitic content,
which were allegedly signed by the leader of Donetsk separatists Denis Pushylin.
The leaflet contained the following message: “Dear citizens of Jewish ethnicity! Due to
the fact that the leaders of the Jewish community support the Banderite junta in Kiev and
hold hostile attitudes toward the Orthodox Donetsk Republic and its citizens, the
Headquarters of the Donetsk Republic has ordered the following:
All citizens of Jewish ethnicity older 16 who reside on the territory of sovereign Donetsk
Republic, should come to register their property and transport with the acting
nationalities’ commissar to Donetsk Oblast Administration, cabinet 514, until 3 May 2014.
Those offenders who try to avoid the registration will be stripped from their citizenship
and forcefully exiled outside the republic and their property confiscated”.

As a result of an unofficial verification, our informant did not find any ‘acting nationalities’
commissar’ in the seized building of Donetsk Oblast Administration.
Denis Pushylin, leader of the separatists, denied his links with these leaflets during the
press conference; he called its distribution a ‘provocation’ and pointed to the number of
contradictions in the text. For instance, there was a wrong title of the post that Denis
Pushylin has invented for himself. According to the leaders of the separatists, the
governor of Dnipropetrovsk Ihor Kolomoyskiy could be involved in production of these
leaflets (such allegations were spread in social networks without any evidence for this).
The chief rabbi of Donetsk Pinhas Vyshedskiy called the leaflet a ‘gross fake and political
provocation’ and urged to stop discussing the subject.
The history about leaflets had an extraordinary wide resonance. Public officials of
Ukraine, the United States and the European Union expressed their indignation. Arseniy
Yatsenyuk, Prime Minsiter of Ukraine, said: ‘We will not allow the spread of Black
Hundredism in Ukraine, contemptuous and disrespectful attitude to those who profess
different religions and have other skin color. The ideology and practice of pogroms, which
is exploited in one neighboring state, shall not pass in Ukraine”.
Ukrainian law-enforcement confirmed their readiness to find persons linked to the
provocation and bring them to justice, as well as warned regarding unacceptability of
ethnic strife.
According to the unofficial information, a suspect in this crime was detained by Ukraine’s
Security Service (SBU) in Donetsk and delivered to Kiev.
On 18 April, a separatist group called ‘Slavic shield’, which supports accession of Donetsk
and the rest of left-bank Ukraine into Russia, has published anti-Semitic attacks on Boris
Filatov, deputy head of Dnipropetrovsk Oblast Administration led by Ihor Kolomoyskiy.
The message on the ‘Slavic shield’ page on Facebook stated: “Boris Filatov, deputy head
of the Dnipropetrovsk Oblast led by Kolomoyskiy announced an official Jewish offer to the
Nazis. Kolomoyskiy is member of the Board of the Jewish community of Dnipropetrovsk,
head of the United Jewish community of Ukraine, head of the European Council of Jewish
communities and the president of the European Jewish Union (EJU). Citizen of Israel
since 1995; he told about that in 2007 in London Arbitration Court”.
1.4

Signs of xenophobia in Slaviansk seized by terrorists. Anti-Roma pogroms

On 19 April, mass media spread the information (the original source was ‘Donbass News’
website) about mass violence on the territory of compact residence of Roma people on
the outskirts of Slaviansk, Donetsk Oblast, seized by pro-Russian terrorists, particularly
the area near train station in Cherekovka village ). According to the media, armed men
wearing camouflage brake into houses, referring to the order of the so-called ‘people’s
mayor’ (leader of the pro-Russian terrorists) Vycheslav Ponomarev, rape and pillage
Roma and demand to leave the district immediately.
This message acquired wide currency and was commented by the Prime Minister Arseniy
Yatsenyuk.
There is confirmation of this information from Roma organizations, although they do not
clearly state whether the armed men referred to the order of V. Ponomaryov . Slaviansk
journalists who met Roma people confirmed this information. The fact of forced resettlement of Roma from Slaviansk was fixed in other cities and settlements of Donetsk
Oblast, which confirmed the information about pogroms.

According to the ‘Ukrainska Pravda’ website, the leader of the terrorists Vyacheslav
Ponomarev admitted the fact of pogroms, commenting them as “Attacks on gypsies did
not take place. We cleanse the city from drugs”. In Ponomaryov’s words, he negotiated
with representatives of local Roma people and those families involved in drug trade were
“expelled from the city”.
According to ‘Donbas News’, a second wave of anti-Roma pogroms took place in
Slaviansk on 22 April.
Apart from this, Vyacheslav Ponomaryov urged to inform him about all citizens who
speak Ukrainians during the rally of his supporters near the building of city administration
seized by the terrorist.
Armed pro-Russian separatists in Slaviansk of Donetsk Oblast are supported by Russian
military specialists and volunteers – activists of nationalist-radical groups and Cossack
regiments. Once they installed their control over the city, they seized a TV tower on 17
April that broadcasted signal over Slaviansk and other cities of Donetsk Oblast, namely
Kramatorsk, Horlivka and Makeevka. Separatists turned off Ukrainian channels and
started to broadcast Russian channels that spread propaganda support for the revolt.
On 20 April, separatists replaced the broadcast of the Ukrainian channel ‘Inter’ with their
own channel and uploaded the presentation video in the Internet during this celebratory
moment.
Happy men boast on camera: “– Here, from Slaviansk, we are dealing a powerful
informational conceptual blow on the biblical matrix…on our TV aimed to zombiebroadcast… Zionist zombie-broadcast… Zionist zombie-box… That is why we do, guys.
Here, in Slaviansk, new history starts. Slavs pave their way to Rama. The victory will be
ours”. After such a promising announcement, the new TV channel demonstrated its first
broadcast that was a lecture of Konstantin Perov who died several years ago. He was a
retired general who led a Russian anti-Semitic neo-pagan nationalist-Stalinist sect
created on the basis of the ‘Cause of Truth and Unity’ party.
2. Signs of xenophobia of the territory of the autonomous Republic of Crimea
On 9 April, news about Tatar-phobic vandalism appeared in Alushta region. Unidentified
persons vandalized the commemorative stone in Malorechenskoye village (Big Alushta
region) devoted to the Crimean choreographer Akim Dzhemilev, as well as painted
swastika on the cabinet of director of the school who is also a Crimean Tatar.

On 18 April, according to the leader of the Crimean Tatars Mustafa Dzhemilev, those
Crimean Tatars who refuse to accept Russian citizenship are getting fired from their jobs.
“The situation in Crimea is grim. You get inspections at every step. People do not know
what to do. Crimean Tatars who do not want to become citizens of Russia are essentially
forced do so; if they do not get the Russian passport, they will not be able to find a job, ”
Dzhemilev comments.
On 20 April, during the Easter, a 16-year-old youth from Rivne who studied in Crimea
was beaten to death. According to his friend who was beaten too, the reason for the
police assault was that they were talking in Ukrainian. The information about the incident
is due to be verified.
On 21 April, pro-Russian activists attacked the building of Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar
People. Several witnesses told that activists wanted to put down the flag of Ukraine,

which was hanged on the building. Liliya Muslimova, press secretary of the Mejlis, has
suffered as a result of the attack.
On 22 April, the information appeared about the Holocaust victims’ monument in
Sevastopol being vandalized. Unidentified vandals drew Soviet symbols – hammer and
sickle, red star, writings ‘USSR’ and “AFA’ (apparently it means an abbreviation that
stands for ‘antifascism’, ‘antifascists’ widespread in some subcultures) and the number
‘228’.
The number 228 stands for the Article 228 of the Russian Criminal Code (‘illegal
purchase, storage and production of narcotics’). The combination of the number ‘228’ in
some Russian marginal youth nationalist hip-hop subcultures means the negative
evaluation of drug addiction (coupled with a possibility of punishment).
Such a bizarre combination of symbols (members of informal ‘afa’-movement do not
usually use Soviet symbols, as well as it is strange to see the use of the far-right
subculture code of ‘228’ and the very choice of an object for graffiti) can be explained if
we may presume that the act of vandalism was done by nationalist-radicals.
This version explains the choice of the object to vandalize and strange combination of
symbols that represent specific projective representation of the far right about their
opponents: ‘antifascist’ = ‘admirer of the Soviet Union’ = ‘drug addict’.
On 22 April, according to Liliya Muslimova, press secretary of the Mejlis of the Crimean
Tatar People, it was prohibited provide a platform on ‘Crimea’ State TV and radio
company to Mustafa Dzhemilev, the leader of the Crimean Tatars and the Ukrainian
lawmaker, and Refat Chubarov, head of the Mejlis, as well as other members of the
Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar People.
*Mejlis is an executive body of the Kurultay (Congress), the national assembly where the
delegates are elected by all Crimean Tatars.
On 25 April, the Crimean diocese of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Kiev Patriarchy
issued a statement regarding the violation of the current Crimean government of earlier
written guarantees of the immunity of the clergy, the believers and the Kiev Patriarchy’s
property in Crimea.
The Archbishop of Simferopol and Crimea Clement announced that the believers were
outraged by how the government organized actual resistance to the activity of churches
in the Crimean diocese. The Cathedral of martyr Clement of Rome located on the
territory of the former Training unit of the Military-Maritime Forces of Ukraine in
Sevastopol was taken away from the Kiev Patriarchy. Russian military who guarded this
territory denied access to the Archimandrite Makariy, rector of the cathedral, ethnic
Russian and former serviceman of the military fleet, and members of his congregation.
3. Actions of the law-enforcement agencies and the government
On 1 April, the Lenin district court in Luhansk issued a ruling in the case of Nigerian
student Olaolu Femi.
On 5 November 2011, A group of four young men and two young women had beaten
Olaolu Femi, his friend who was also from Africa on grounds of racial hatred. While
protecting himself, Olaolu Femi used a spout of the shattered glass bottle.
The police detained the Nigerian student after the fight. He was accused in murder
attempt on life of Gaman V.I., Lemenchuk D.Yu, Loboda A.S. and Pashkova I.R., all

citizens of Ukraine. Olaolu spent most of time from the moment of the fight until the
court ruling in detention center.
The prosecution demanded Olaolu Femi to be imprisoned for 11 years. The court
convicted Olaolu Femi to 5-year imprisonment with a 3-year probation term.
After the ruling was issued, the prosecution announced it was going to appeal the
decision.
4. Position of international organisations
On 15 April, the report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights was
published, drawing on the results of the monitoring mission.
According to this report, there were no fixed cases of violations of rights of the Russianspeaking minority in Ukraine. However, the report emphasized violations of human rights
in Crimea, which was occupied due to the Russian military aggression in the area.
Electronic information bulletin ‘Anti-Semitism, xenophobia and ethnic minorities’ rights in
Ukraine’ is prepared as part of the project to monitor signs of xenophobia in Ukraine. The
bulletin has been issued monthly since 2006.
Translation of quotes from Ukrainian and English to Russian is made by the editors of the
bulletin unless it is stated otherwise.
In the course of preparation of this bulletin, information from mass media, communities
of ethnic minorities, human rights organizations and civic activists was used.
The bulletin’s editorial kindly asks to report about signs of anti-Semitism and
xenophobia.

CEC: The presidential elections will not be stopped

Human Rights in Ukraine (05.01.2014) /
http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1398859878 - The May 25 presidential elections
will take place under any circumstances and from the legal point of view will be
considered to have taken place. This was the message from Andriy Mahera, deputy head
of the Central Election Commission speaking at a press conference on Wednesday.
While nobody wants it to be impossible to vote at certain polling stations, the present
conditions make this eventuality impossible to exclude. He stresses that their task now
must be to ensure that this affects the smallest possible number of polling stations.
Asked whether the elections would be considered legitimate if voters were unable to vote
in eastern oblasts, Mahera replied:
“Regardless of the number of polling stations where voting for certain reasons does not
take place, and even regardless of the number of district election commissions where
voting doesn’t take place, the elections as a whole around Ukraine will be considered as
having taken place from the legal point of view. That is a fact and the relevant provision

is contained in the law on the presidential elections. I find it difficult to believe that we
could be talking about the Luhansk or Donetsk oblasts not voting at all”. He did,
however, state that the latest events in these two oblasts had forced the CEC to close 14
offices of the State Registrar of Voters, seven in each of these oblasts.
Mahera warned against jumping ahead and assuming a worst case scenario and sad that
all government bodies should be ready for elections on May 25.
It is widely believed that the disturbances, including the seizure of official buildings by
well-armed pro-Russian militants are orchestrated by Moscow, with one of the main
motives cited being to disrupt the May 25 elections. These will make the Kremlin’s line
about the “illegimacy’ of the interim administration in place since former president Viktor
Yanukovych fled that much more difficult.
From reports at Radio Svoboda and Channel 5

Widow of murdered deputy leaves Horlivka
Human Rights in Ukraine (01.05.2014) /
http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1398864827 - The widow of Horlivka City Council
deputy Volodymyr Rybak has taken her 13-year-old daughter and left the city out of fear
of provocation against members of her family.
As reported, the bodies of Volodymyr Rybak and 19-year-old student Yury Popravko were
discovered in a river near Slovyansk on April 19. Both men had sustained horrific
injuries before being thrown into the river unconscious.
Two days ago another body was reported found, though it has yet to be identified.
There is little scope for doubt as to who was behind the killings, especially in Rybak’s
case. He had been at a rally on April 17 in support of Ukrainian unity outside the city
council building. There is video footage as well as witnesses’ reports of how he got into
conflict with pro-Russian militants after he tried to take down the flag of the selfproclaimed Donetsk People’s Republic. A witness reports that a car then drove up and
Rybak was pushed into it.

Leader of OSCE National Dialogue Project in Ukraine
presents recommendations to Permanent Council
OSCE (30.04.2014) - Ambassador Hido Biščević of Croatia, Team Leader of the OSCE’s
National Dialogue Project in Ukraine, addressed the OSCE Permanent Council today. He
presented recommendations on how the OSCE can contribute to social cohesion and
tolerance amid the current crisis.
The project was implemented over a four-week period from late March at the request of
the Ukrainian authorities. Experts were deployed to Odesa-Kherson, Kharkiv-Luhansk,
Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk, and Lviv. They spoke to a wide range of people from state
institutions and civil society to assess their views and concerns and to identify entry
points for the OSCE dialogue facilitation.

“People in Ukraine share many concerns, regardless of where they live, what language
they speak, how old they are, or what socio-economic position they hold,” said Biščević.
“In that sense, the challenge of dialogue is as much tapping into commonalities as it is to
bridge differences.”
He said many interlocutors favored some form of decentralization, together with stronger
institutional links between government and civil society and greater inter-regional cooperation.
“The primary recommendation is for the OSCE to promote and support a broad-based
national dialogue in the context of the constitutional process in Ukraine,” said Biščević.
He stressed that the OSCE can merely provide assistance in a process that has to be fully
owned and led by Ukrainians.
OSCE support could take the form of organizing expert meetings in Kyiv, which would
generate input for the draft constitutional amendments, he said. At the local and regional
level, the OSCE could support a process of public consultations to gather people’s
concerns and expectations with regards to the constitutional process and the future of
the country, he recommended.
Biščević also recommended that the OSCE facilitates dialogue as a means of deescalation at the local level. This could include, for example, the Special Monitoring
Mission helping in the peaceful handover of illegally occupied buildings and public spaces.
He also highlighted the need to strengthen national cohesion in the long term. The OSCE
could organize activities, including through the OSCE Project Co-ordinator in Ukraine,
bringing different segments of Ukrainian society together to promote people-to-people
contact.
“I am convinced that stability, progress and prosperity in Ukraine can only be enhanced
by the willingness of people to listen and to talk to each other,” concluded Biščević.
The National Dialogue Project in Ukraine was implemented by the OSCE Project Coordinator in Ukraine. A core team of five people was based in Kyiv and five teams of two
experts each were deployed to locations agreed in consultation with the Ukrainian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
The OSCE Permanent Council is one of the main regular decision-making bodies of the
Organization bringing together representatives of all 57 OSCE participating States. It
convenes weekly in Vienna to discuss developments in the OSCE area and to make
decisions.

Luhansk lawyer shot by pro-Russian activists
Human Rights in Ukraine (30.04.2014)
/ http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1398804520 - Ihor Chudovsky, head of the
Luhansk-based law firm Chudovsky and Partners is reported2 to have been seriously
injured by the pro-Russian activists who on Tuesday stormed the Luhansk regional
administration.
2

http://www.advocat.lg.ua/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=362

His wife, Iryna says that Chukovsky was shot twice in the chest. She says that they
threatened to shoot, trying to force him to take part in a press conference. The bullet
wounds were received when he showed resistance.
Chudovsky has lost a lot of blood. One bullet was a few millimetres from the heart, and
he has undergone an operation. The doctors say he is in a serious, though seemingly not
critical condition.
Chudovsky is reported to be an active supporter of European integration and heads the
Anti-corruption committee created within the Luhansk Region Headquarters of National
Resistance.
The pro-Russian activists, armed with automatic rifles, stormed a number of official
buildings in Luhansk on Tuesday.

Pro-Russian thugs beat up Ukrainian unity
demonstrators – except on Russian TV
By Halya Coynash
Human Rights in Ukraine (29.04.2014)
/ http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1398725990 - Ukrainian and western media
sources are unanimous in reporting that “pro-Russian separatists attacked a rally in
support of Ukrainian unity” in Donetsk on Monday and seriously injured a number of the
rally participants. The pro-Kremlin channel Life News presents an entirely different
story.3 It claims that «a peaceful rally in support of federalization turned into riots in
Donetsk.” It then asserts that “according to witnesses the assailants chanted nationalist
slogans. They were in sports gear and hid their faces behind black masks. It was
reported also that Maidan supporters threw grenades at self-defence activists.”
Other strictly pro-Kremlin channels have also reported “clashes” and people injured,
while deftly avoiding any mention of head-banging activities by those pro-Russian
militants they call the «homeguard”. This means also omitting the fact that up to seven
of the pro-unity demonstrators have been taken hostage. NTV’s Anastasiya Litvinova
reports,4 for example, a mass brawl “in which local homeguard activists and unidentified
masked individuals took part” These individuals armed with iron shields and bats are
supposed to have appeared when “the crowd (of demonstrators for Ukrainian unity”)
suddenly moved in the direction of the administration which is presently controlled by
supporters of federalization”. There is a suggestion at the end, citing locals, that the
trouble was provoked by nationalist-leaning football fans. The footage on Life News,
Rossiya 24 and NTV should possibly be checked against that shown during a rally in
Kharkiv which did involve nationalist-leaning “ultras” football fans.
The following description of the events on Monday is provided, together with videos, on
the Donetsk-based website OstroV.5 “Men in camouflauge gear blocked the peaceful
procession for a united Ukraine. Sounds like gunshots were heard and some explosions.
The people with Ukrainian symbols dispersed. A fight began, people ran away into
courtyards. They caught up with them and beat them up.
3

http://lifenews.ru/news/132265
http://www.ntv.ru/novosti/935816/
5
http://www.ostro.org/general/society/news/443610/
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“Russia, Russia”, the assailants with shields chanted.".
Video footage of these same young men with sticks chanting “Russia!” heading for the
attack can be found here6
InfoResist reports7 that as of late Monday evening 25 people are known to have been
injured, and seven been taken hostage by the pro-Russian militants. (On Tuesday
morning former Interior Minister and presidential aide, Yury Lutsenko informed
journalists that five hostages had been released. He did not mention any still remaining
captive).
Reuters news agency, Guardian8, Gazeta Wyborcza9 and numerous other non-Russian
sources saw and reported much the same version of reality. One that the viewers of
Russian television channels will simply not see. Over the last two days the main
television station and TV tower have been seized by pro-Russian militants. They just
happened to have a specialist with them and the equipment to swtich from Ukrainian to
Russian channels. This was exactly the pattern in the Crimea two months ago. There
too, though on a lesser scale, journalists, civic activists and any supporters of Ukrainian
unity came under attack. Those who still dare to come out onto the streets in cities like
Slovyansk are beaten, terrorized, abducted and in at least three cases, one as yet
unidentified, murdered.
EU countries are continuing to link a third tier of sanctions with open invasion by Russian
troops. This is despite the clear link between the rhetoric, spymania and aggression from
the militants and the tone and content of Kremlin-controlled news reporting. Everybody
knows that a quiet directive from the Kremlin would change Russian television coverage
overnight.
At present there are only directives, first in the Crimea, now in Donbas, for ensuring that
a much wider audience is fed a diet of overt lies and distortions, aimed at convincing
citizens of those regions that the authorities in Kyiv are the oppressor, EuroMaidan
supporters - “fascists” and that “protection” is to be found elsewhere. No prizes for
guessing where.

Armed men cut off Ukrainian channels in Donbas
Human Rights in Ukraine (29.04.2014)/
http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1398718328 - UNIAN reports that armed men
have cut off the digital broadcasting of all Ukrainian TV channels, and Channel 5 and the
State-owned UTV-1 from the analogue package.
At around 2.30 p.m. on April 28, armed men broke into the television tower and changed
the channels to Russian ones in the same way as in the Crimea. UNIAN’s sources say
that this was not the work of local specialists, and that the armed men brought in nonUkrainian specialists and special equipment for receiving Russian TV channels. The
6

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4R736Gg1Wdw&feature=youtu.be
http://inforesist.org/posledstviya-mirnogo-mitinga-za-ukrainu-v-donecke-25-ranennyx-7zalozhnikov/
8
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9
http://www.gazeta.pl/0,0.html?status=hp404
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reports suggest that some districts of Donetsk have been cut off from Ukrainian channels
altogether.
The television tower provides a single to Donetsk; Makiyivka; Horlivka; and others. At
present employees of the RRT concern in charge of the TV tower are in the building,
however it is the men who seized the premises who have been involved in switching the
equipment.
One of the first things that the puppet government in Crimea did following Russia’s
military intervention was to remove Ukrainian channels and bring in only Russian ones.
It takes only an hour (if that) of watching Russian TV coverage of the situation in Ukraine
to understand why this is such a priority. All of the lies which have been noted and
denounced by the US State Department and in numerous media reports are presented as
the only version of reality.

OSCE media freedom representative denounces
continuing attacks, kidnappings of journalists, forced
switching of TV channels in Ukraine conflict areas
OSCE (29.04.2014) / http://www.osce.org/fom/118144 – OSCE Representative on
Freedom of the Media Dunja Mijatović today denounced new cases of kidnapping and
attacks on journalists, the recent takeover of a regional television station in Donetsk and
illegal switching of broadcasts.
“Impunity for assailants of journalists and broadcasters is escalating the tensions and
contributing to the deterioration of the security situation. I am dismayed by the lack of
response by the law enforcement authorities to these attacks. Rule of law must be reintroduced in Ukraine,” Mijatović said.
Unidentified uniformed and armed people seized the Donetsk Regional Television and
Radio Company and a regional transmission centre and replaced some local broadcasts
with Rossiya 24. Digital broadcasts of all Ukrainian channels were switched off along with
analogue signals of UT1, ICTV, 1+1 and 5 Kanal and some were replaced with Russian
broadcasts.
Yurii Lelyavskii, a freelance journalist with ZIK channel from Lviv and Sergei Shapovalov,
a journalist with VolynPost news portal from Lutsk, were detained in Sloviansk and their
current whereabouts are unknown. Ruslan Kukharchuk, a journalist with the Novomedia
journalists’ association, was also detained by unidentified persons in Sloviansk and
released after 13 hours.
Yesterday in Donetsk, Richard Gaisford and Simon Llewellyn from ITV (UK), and Yevgenii
Shibalov, a journalist with the Zerkalo Nedeli newspaper, were attacked by protesters
during a rally. Shibalov received head injuries and the ITV camera was damaged.
Reportedly new accreditation procedures have been introduced by the unofficial local
leaders in Sloviansk. Journalists without credentials will not be allowed into
administrative buildings or attend press briefings and might not be allowed to enter the
town.

In Donetsk, the staff of 62.ua news portal was intimidated by a group of uniformed,
armed people demanding that the journalists obtain their approval before publishing any
reports.
Yesterday in Kyiv, protesters demanded that the Inter and ICTV channels stop
broadcasting a Russian television series. During the protest at Inter, doors and windows
of the offices were damaged and smoke grenades thrown inside. The channel continued
to broadcast.

Latest from the Special Monitoring Mission in Ukraine based on information received up until 28 April 2014
Press Release
OSCE (28.04.2014) - Western and Central Ukraine, including Kyiv, as well the southern
part of the country, remained calm. The situation in Kharkiv appears to be tense after an
assassination attempt on the local mayor. The situation continued to be tense in Luhansk
region and particularly tense in Donetsk region. The Special Monitoring Mission resumed
operational activities in all its areas of operation with special security measures in place
for Kharkiv, Luhansk and Donetsk.
The general situation in Kharkiv is tense following the assassination attempt on the
Kharkiv mayor Henadiy Kernes on 28 April and the clashes between approximately 1000
supporters and opponents of the central government on 27 April (please see the 27 April
SMM daily report for details). The shooting took place two km north of the city centre;
the mayor is hospitalized and remains in serious condition at the time of writing.
In Luhansk the general situation remains tense in light of the ultimatum issued to the
Government by the occupiers of the state security service (SBU) building calling for the
recognition of the self-proclaimed “people’s governor”. The occupiers also called upon the
citizens to gather in front of the administration buildings of towns and villages to “hear
answers to their claims by the junta”. Representatives of the Luhansk Police expressed
their concern to Special Monitoring Mission about possible unrest upon expiration of the
ultimatum on 29 April at 14:00. The team also received information that a local
supporter of the Government, activist Temur Yuldashev, had been captured in the town
of Shchastia (approx. 20 km north of Luhansk) by opponents of the Government and had
been taken to the SBU building in Luhansk.
The overall situation within the Donetsk region has deteriorated and been particularly
tense for the last several days. In front of the Regional Administration Building the team
observed about 250 people, among them about 50 to 60 men wearing camouflage
military outfits and black masks. Some of them were also equipped with bulletproof vests
and sticks.
In Dnepropetrovsk the general situation remained calm and quiet. On 28 April, the
team continued to monitor the case of a Belarusian citizen working as a journalist for the
Russian media group, who was detained on 23 April and accused of illegal acquisition,
sale and use of special technical devices for obtaining information and smuggling. The
lawyer of the detained individual informed the Special Monitoring Mission that a court
hearing was held on 28 April. The team will monitor the next court session scheduled for
29 April at the Babushkinsky District Court.

The general situation in Kherson, Mykolaiv, and the surrounding areas remained
largely unchanged and was assessed as calm. The Special Monitoring Mission met with
the head of the Regional Department of the Ministry of the Interior and with the head of
the Regional Criminal Police. Both interlocutors reassured the team that the situation was
under control by the police and community.
In Odessa the situation remains generally calm. The Special Monitoring Mission met
with the co-ordinator of the Kulikovo Polye anti-government group to gather information
regarding the incident involving shots fired at an anti-government Cossack's apartment.
According to the interlocutor, on 27 April at 01:30 two shots were fired from a hunting
rifle at windows of the above-mentioned apartment. Moreover, following the incident, at
10:00 on 27 April the victim received an anonymous call with threats. He then decided to
evacuate his family.
The situation in Chernivitsi, Ivano-Frankivsk, Kyiv and Lviv remains calm. The team
in Lviv observed a general increased police presence and checkpoints in and around the
city. Local authorities are calling on people not to join mass protests during the upcoming
holiday period (official holidays on 1 and9 May). In Kyiv, the OSCE Special Monitoring
Mission Chief Monitor together with representatives of the parties to the Geneva Joint
Statement and the Foreign Ministry of Ukraine visited the City Administration building in
the centre of Kyiv. The meeting was initiated upon the invitation of the mayor. The
building is currently mostly renovated with a significant contribution by the Maidan
activists

Another vote demolishes Russian claims
Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group (28.04.2014)
/ http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1398552149 - Yet another survey has found
extremely low support for the changes at present being pushed by Kremlin-supported
militants in the east of Ukraine, while giving some interesting results regarding the
presidential elections due on May 25.
The survey was carried out from 9-16 April by the Committee of Voters of Ukraine [CVU]
together with the Razumkov Centre; the Kyiv Institute of Sociology; and the SOTSIS
Social and Marketing Research Centre. It covered all parts of the country except the
Crimea.
Given the widespread belief that Russia is seeking to prevent or at least influence the
outcome of the presidential elections, it is noteworthy that the percentage of those
planning to vote is high. 55.9% are certain that they will vote while another 29.2% say
that they will probably take part. Only 3.7% answered that they probably would not be
voting, with a further 7.4% certain that they would not.
On May 25, the voters’ preference would be for:
Petro Poroshenko 32.9%
Yulia Tymoshenko 9.5%
Serhiy Tihipko 5.1%
Mykhailo Dobkin 4.2%

Petro Symonenko 4%
Oleh Tyahnybok 1.4%
Dmytro Yarosh 0.7%
There are other candidates as well, however the above are of interest in the light of the
position taken by the Kremlin. Mykhailo Dobkin, standing for the Party of the Regions, is
clearly Russia’s favoured candidate and was put forward in inital demands to have a
„representative” of eastern regions at the Geneva talks.
Even more pitiful are the results of the two candidates from the right wing VO Svoboda
[Tyahnybok] and Right Sector [Yarosh]. Russia has long claimed that Kyiv is controlled
by „fascists” with Right Sector being the particular bogeyman.
The results show clearly how small their electorate is.
Poroshenko’s result is up 8.0% since March; Tymoshenko’s up +1.3; Dobkin’s 4% is
unchanged.
In a second round of voting, Poroshenko would win regardless of which of the other main
candidates stood against him.
Language
How should the Ukrainian and Russian languages co-exist in Ukraine%
Ukrainian should be the only state and official language; Russia can be used on a day-today basis like any other language of national minorities 37.3%
Ukrainian should be the state language but Russian can have official status in some
regions of the country 31.7%
There should be two state languages 28.9%
Another view 0.2%
Don’t know / don’t wish to answer 1.9%
What kind of state structure do you support?
Unitary state 70.9%
Federal state 18.7%
Don’t know / don’t want to answer 10.4%
How would you like to see relations between Ukraine and Russia?
They should be the same as with other countries – with closed borders; visa; customs
control 30.8%
Ukraine and Russia should be independent, but friendly states, with open borders; no
visas or customs control 59.4%

Ukraine and Russia should merge to form one country 4.8%
Don’t know / don’t want to answer 5.1%

Chronicle of abductions
Abduction report on 27 April
Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group (27.04.2014)
/ http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1398539017 - A journalist, well-known theatre
producer and his colleague have disappeared in Slovyansk and are believed to be in the
hands of the pro-Russian militants. Meanwhile two brothers – journalist Yevhen Hapych
and his brother Hennady have been freed and are at home.
At around 20.00 on Friday evening, Yury Lelyavsky, a Lviv journalist freelancing for the
TV channel ZIK was seized and taken by force to one of the official buildings under proRussian militant control. Of particular concern is the fact that he was deemed suspicious
because he has Lviv registration.
Viktor Halkin from Telekritika reports that he received a phone call from Lelyavsky at
around 19.30, asking him for a number and explaining that he was being held by some
people who were “arresting him” and claiming that he was a provocateur. Halkin thinks
he heard Lelyavsky say that he was a journalist and then the call was cut off. There has
been no contact with him since then.
There has also been no contact with theatre director Pavlo Yurov and Denys
Hryshchuk have also been missing since they told people that they were walking around
Slovyansk. Since around 18.00 on April 25 there has been no contact with either man.
The two had come to Slovyansk for the day from Donetsk. Both are Russian-speakers
and not activists.
One good piece of news is that Yevhen and Hennady Hapych were freed on April 25. The
pro-Russian militants have taken a number of people hostage. They are also believed to
be complicit in the killing of Horlivka city council deputy Volodymyr Rybak and 19-yearold student Yury Popravko.
From reports at Telekritika
Abduction report on 28 April
Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group (28.04.2014)
/ http://www.khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1398629967 - While media attention has
focused on the OSCE military observers taken prisoner by the pro-Russian militants in
Slovyansk, there is no let-up in the number of other people taken hostage. Journalists
are being advised to not go to the city for very good reasons.
Nothing has been heard since April 26 of Serhiy Shapovalov, a journalist from
VolynPost and his relatives and colleagues have reported him missing to the police. The
journalist was covering the situation in Kharkiv, but then told friends that he had set off
for Slovyansk. There has been no contact with him since Saturday evening.

If, as feared, he has been abducted, he will be at least the fifth journalist presently held
hostage. . Only foreign journalists have been released.
Yury Lelyavsky, a Lviv journalist freelancing for the TV channel ZIK was seized at
around 20.00 on Friday evening. It seems that his Lviv registration was deemed to be
suspicious.
Telekritika reports that it has information from reliable sources about some of the
hostages. According to this information there is one unnamed journalist in the SBU
[Security Service] basement, and believe it to be streamer Artem Deineha. As
reported, he was abducted after he had posted live coverage of the storming by the proRussian militants of the SBU builders. He is reported to be in a satisfactory condition,
however others have been beaten up. One person, identified only as Viktor has a bad
back injury as the result of the beating.
The whereabouts of Open Dialogue journalist Sergiy Lefter are unknown.
Irma Krat, civic activist and journalist, is being held separate with at least one other
woman.
As reported, journalist Yevhen Hapych and his brother Hennady were released from
the SBU basement in Slovyansk on Saturdaymorning. Yevhen’s wife told Telekritika that
their release may have been because of the considerable publicity given the two
brothers’ disappearance. Neither man is prepared to give any comment. They were
obviously beaten, with Halyna Hapych saying that although they are bruised, nothing is
broken. They have told their families that the worst thing was the psychological pressure
with anything being possible and no grounds for expecting human treatment. The Berkut
officers, they says, are the most vicio possible. Both brothers were interrogated many
times with the questions being about whether they belong to the nationalist party Right
Sector. Their attitude changed, Halyna Hapych says, when they realized that the
brothers really did not have political motives.

Jemiliev: Russian FSB snooping even in Crimean
mosques
Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group (23.04.2014) - Mustafa Jemiliev, MP and former
head of the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar People has spoken of repressive measures
against the Crimean Tatars since Russia's invasion of his homeland.
"Russian FSB [Federal Security Service] officers are present almost officially and openly
in the Crimea's mosques, taking note of whose beard is longer, how religious people are,
so that [those more religious] automatically are accordingly categorized as Islamic
radicals", Jemiliev explained.
He described as repression the primitive behaviour of the so-called "self-defence of
Crimea" thugs. The latter, as reported, used violence against a young man and three
women in the Mejlis building on Monday who tried to stop them from bursting in and
pulling down the Ukrainian flag hoisted over the building.
Jemiliev has also reported that Crimean Tatars who refuse to take Russian citizenship
have lost their jobs as a consequence.

Mustafa Jemiliev has every cause to speak of the repressive measures adopted by Russia
directly and the puppet administration it has installed in the Crimea. On Tuesday
morning he was handed a document informing him that he has been banned entry to the
Russian Federation until 2019. Since the Crimea is now under Russian occupation and
Moscow claims it to be Russian territory, the ban extends to Mustafa Jemiliev's Crimean
homeland.

Russian annexation - Crimean Tatar Tragedy
By Halya Coynash
Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group (22.04.2014) - Mustafa Jemiliev, Ukrainian MP,
former head of the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar People and veteran leader of the Crimean
Tatar rights movement, has been presented with a document banning his entry to the
Russian Federation. This, according to Moscow and the puppet government installed in
Simferopol includes the Crimea. The move coincides with measures to prevent
broadcasts with Jemiliev, the current head of the Mejlis, Refat Chubarov, and other Mejlis
representatives on Crimean radio and television. It comes less than a month before the
seventieth anniversary of the Deportation of the Crimean Tatar People and demonstrates
how well-founded Crimean Tatar fears of Russian rule of the Crimea were.
The document was handed to Jemiliev as he and the deputy head of the Mejlis, Aslan
Omer Kirimli left the Crimea for Kyiv. It calls Mustafa Jemiliev a "foreign national", a
citizen of Ukraine and bans him from entering the Russian Federation up till April 19,
2019.
Jemiliev commented that although representatives of many authoritative
international organizations and diplomats had been stopped from entering the Crimea in
recent months, this move is something entirely different. He calls it an indicator of the
kind of "civilized" country we are dealing with and adds that he will come to the Crimea
regardless of any bans.
Mustafa Jemiliev had only arrived in the Crimea on Saturday for the first time since
armed Russian soldiers seized government buildings in Simferopol on Feb 27. He and
Chubarov were initially held at the border into the Crimea by men with rifles who claimed
that they had been declared persona non grata. They were finally allowed through, with
Jemiliev who had not been in the Crimea since the invasion receiving a warm welcome en
route.
In Simferopol Jemiliev noticed that for the first time the Ukrainian flag was not flying
over the Mejlis building and ordered it to be reinstated. This led first to a visitation from
the police who demanded that it be removed since it could cause "provocation and
attacks on the building". Under the puppet regime of Sergei Aksenov this proved to be a
promise and on Monday morning three women present in the building were injured when
around 40 "Crimean self-defence" thugs burst in and removed the flag. It was later
reinstated.
A little earlier, Lilia Muslimova, press secretary for the Mejlis (and one of the three
women injured) cited sources in the State-owned Crimean Radio and TV broadcasting
company Krym as saying that staff had been instructed to avoid taking interviews with
Jemiliev , Chubarov and other members of the Mejlis or generally providing information
about them. The chief editor of the Crimean Tatar programme on TV Krym, Shevket
Ganiev and the director of this programme have also been removed.

There have been many reports over these last months of Crimean Tatars being asked
when they are leaving. At more official levels Crimean Tatars have been placed
under immense pressure to accept Russian citizenship. They, and the international
community, were assured that their rights would be fully respected under Russian rule.
These latest events make their distrust understandable.
Mustafa Jemiliev was just 6 months old in May 1944 when his family and more than 200
thousand Crimean Tatars were forced to leave their homes. Nearly half died during the
Deportation and in the first two years of exile. He has now been told that he is a "foreign
national" and cannot enter his homeland
On April 21 Russian president Vladimir Putin signed a decree on the "rehabilitation of the
Crimean Tatar population and other ethnic groups of the Crimea who suffered from
repression." The decree sets out measures for the "socio-economic development of some
territories".
Whatever Putin's objective in taking this measure, the last words sound positively
menacing. As reported, Aksenov's deputy, Ruslan Temirgaliyev announced almost
immediately after the takeover that they would be "asking" Crimean Tatars to vacate
land supposedly required "for social needs".
This decree comes a couple of weeks after the publication of a new "Crimean
constitution" drawn up following the Russian annexation behind closed doors. The
Crimean Tatar response was swift and negative. This "constitution" contains no
recognition of their status as indigenous people. The document does not contain any
norms guaranteeing the participation of the Crimean Tatars in public life, nor are there
the previously promised 20% quotas of positions within government.
Mustafa Jemilev called Putin's decree a political step aimed at strengthening Russian
policy in the Crimea and said that the Crimean Tatars do not need "rehabilitation" from
Russia. On the contrary, Russia should rehabilitate itself before them for the crime
committed in 1944. He adds that such a step is clearly belated. Russia should have
declared back in 1991 that the Deportation had been a crime and taken on the
commitment to help Crimean Tatars return. "Why have they decided to issue this decree
now after occupying our territory?", he asks.
If Putin genuinely wished to demonstrate that the Crimean Tatars have nothing to fear
under Russian rule, he should have organized proper legislation recognizing the Crimean
Tatars as an indigenous people and setting out real guarantees for their rights. Inserting
a puppet government who use thugs prepared to beat up women to pull down a flag,
introduce repressive measures and ban Crimean Tatars from their homeland is a rotten
way to begin.

Attack on Crimean Tatar Mejlis
By Halya Coynash
Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group (22.04.2014) - Three women were injured
during the forced removal of the Ukrainian flag over the premises of the Mejlis on
Monday. The flag has now been reinstated but members of the Mejlis have called on all
concerned residents of the Crimea to help them protect the building against further
attack.
The women were hurt when around 40 men from the so-called Crimean self-defence
burst into the premises of the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar People in Simferopol.

Although the men did not identify themselves, their actions followed a visit from the
police shortly after the flag was raised on April 19 and it is difficult to believe that
Monday's visitation was not sanctioned from above. The three women - Lilia Muslimova,
Press Secretary; Marlena Seitasanova, Chief Accountant of the Crimea Foundation, the
NGO which owns the building and Zodiye Saliyeva, concierge - had tried to stop the men.
As reported, on Saturday Jemiliev and the current head of the Mejlis, Refat Chubarov,
were held at the border into the Crimea by men with rifles who initially claimed that they
had been declared persona non grata. They were finally allowed through, with Jemiliev
who had not been in the Crimea since the invasion receiving a warm welcome en route.
It was he who noticed that the Ukrainian flag had been taken down and demanded its
restoration. The building belongs to the Crimea Foundation and is therefore private
property which was explained to the police on Saturday. This doubtless prompted the
use of more thuggish methods on Monday.
Violence and intolerance of opposition have become standard in the Crimea and the
peninsula's newly ensconced leaders give no grounds for optimism. It seems almost
certain that quite shockingly intolerant "tweets" reported by Ukrainska Pravda on Sunday
as from the new Crimean "prime minister", Sergei Aksenov were fakes. It is disturbing
that they did not seem implausible following many other highly questionable statements
made by the same man. Aksenov is from a marginal Russian nationalist party which
gained 4% of the votes in the last elections to the Crimean parliament, and only 3 seats
in that body. He himself is widely known by the nickname "goblin" due to criminal
connections, and has now gained new prominence as Russia's choice for frontman to
carry out its annexation of the Crimea. He was supposedly "elected" after armed men in
uniform without insignia (but now acknowledged by Vladimir Putin to have been
Russians) seized government buildings in Simferopol.

Woman journalist & activist from Kiev, Irma Krat, held
captive in east Ukraine
'I came over here to give voice to people who have not been heard'
The Independent (21.04.2014)
/ http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/ukraine-crisis-interview-with-irmakrat--the-journalist-and-activist-being-held-in-slovyansk-i-came-over-here-to-give-voiceto-people-who-have-not-been-heard-9273495.html (Website Link Includes Video) - She
was led in wearing rather unlikely prison clothing: a pale fashionable coat and vivid red
shoes, a tiny figure with a burly man in a balaclava holding each arm. One of them
unwrapped the black and white check scarf around her face, leaving Irma Krat blinking in
the sunlight, looking momentarily lost.
But the young woman whose detention by the separatists in eastern Ukraine has turned
into a cause célèbre tried hard to gain composure, protesting her innocence of the
accusations against her. They ranged from taking part in the torture of a journalist, to
belonging to an extremist right-wing group, to having an outdated press card.
Ms Krat is one of many. The pro-Moscow groups who have taken over state institutions in
a swathe of cities and towns in the region have been responsible for holding a growing
number of detainees. Vyacheslav Ponomaryov, the newly-installed mayor of Slovyansk,
had no hesitation confirming this at the weekend, stating: “We have captured some
spies, infiltrators. Right now, we’re working them over: they are being held in captivity.”

A few of the captives have been released after pressure from human rights groups.
Friends of Ms Kart are approaching international organizations for help. One of them,
Oleg Veremeenko, a lawyer in Kiev, said: “She was crazy to go there [to the east]. But I
couldn’t talk her out of it”. He is among a group now knocking on doors to get her
released.
But Ms Krat is regarded as a valuable asset by her captors, not least in the propaganda
war. The 29-year-old woman is a journalist and an activist; not just an activist but one of
the few women to serve with militia groups in the Maidan, the centre of protest in Kiev
which overthrew the government of Viktor Yanukovych. In particular, it has been
claimed, she was linked to the Patriots of Ukraine, ultra-nationalists regarded as
bedfellows of the Right Sector, regularly attacked as Nazis in this area.
Ms Krat arrived in the east from Kiev at the start of the Easter weekend, posting
Facebook messages from the city of Kramatorsk where Ukrainian troops, sent on an antiterrorist mission to retake government buildings seized by protestors, have taken refuge
at the airport after having their own armoured personnel carriers seized.
On Sunday, she arrived at next-door Slovyansk; it was a bad place to be at a wrong
time. The city has become a formidable bastion for the militant movement, its police
station occupied by some of the best trained and best armed fighters among the
secessionists; many of them former soldiers and police officers. Furthermore, just hours
earlier, there had been an attack on a checkpoint, with Right Sector blamed for three
killings.
Tension was high in the aftermath, with snarling militiamen accusing foreign journalists
of being spies. Ms Kart was recognized and swiftly arrested. Her Facebook page shows
her with men with armbands which looked like the Wolfsangel, an emblem favoured by
the extreme right. In any event she had been vocal and prominent as a leader of the
Womens’ 100 organisation which guarded protests camps in the Maidan.

Ukraine unrest: Orthodox Easter messages show divide
BBC (20.04.2014) - Orthodox Easter messages from patriarchs in Kiev and Moscow have
highlighted the deep division in Ukraine, where a tense stand-off is continuing in the
east.
The head of Ukraine's Orthodox Church Patriarch Filaret accused Russia of "aggression"
and "evil".
Russian Church Patriarch Kirill asked God to end the designs of those who wanted to rip
apart Russia and Ukraine.
Pro-Russian activists in the east continue to occupy government offices.
Meanwhile Russia media are reporting several deaths in a gunbattle near the eastern
town of Sloviansk.
TV pictures showed what was described as the aftermath of an attack on a pro-Russian
checkpoint at about 01:00 local time (22:00 on Saturday GMT), including the body of a
man under a cover.

The BBC is unable to verify the footage, and it is not clear how many people were killed
and injured in the incident. A Reuters journalist at the scene reported seeing two bodies
in a truck.
The Russian foreign ministry blamed the Ukrainian ultra-nationalist Right Sector group
for the attack.
"Russia is indignant about this provocation by gunmen, which testifies to the lack of will
on the part of the Kiev authorities to rein in and disarm nationalists and extremists," it
said in a statement.
A mediator from the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) is
scheduled to hold talks with pro-Russian activists on Sunday.
Ertogrul Apakan, who heads the special OSCE mission in Kiev, said his deputy would be
in Donetsk to try to get them to comply with an agreement reached on Thursday to ease
the crisis.
'Resurrect Ukraine'
In his Easter message, Patriarch Filaret said: "Against our peace-loving nation, which
voluntarily gave up nuclear weapons, there has been aggression, there has been
injustice.
"A country which guaranteed the integrity and inviolability of our territory has committed
aggression. God cannot be on the side of evil, so the enemy of the Ukrainian people is
condemned to defeat," he said.
"Lord, help us resurrect Ukraine."
In Moscow, Patriarch Kirill appealed for peace, saying it "should reign in the hearts and
minds of our brothers and sisters by blood and by faith".
But he also said Ukraine was "spiritually and historically" at one with Russia, and he
prayed for it to have authorities that were "legitimately elected".
"We are a single people before God," he said.
Ukraine's acting President, Oleksander Turchynov, said in his Easter message: "We are
living in a fateful time when the Ukrainian people have decisively affirmed their striving
for freedom and justice."
In an interview to be aired in full later on Sunday on NBC's Meet the Press, Ukraine's
interim Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk accuses Russian President Vladimir Putin of
trying to "restore the Soviet Union".
If Mr Putin succeeded, Mr Yatsenyuk says, it would be "the biggest disaster of this
century".
Ukraine has been in crisis since President Viktor Yanukovych was toppled in February.
Russia then annexed the Crimean peninsula - part of Ukraine but with a Russianspeaking majority - in a move that provoked international outrage.
The annexation followed a referendum in Crimea that backed a move to join the Russian
Federation.

Pro-Russian activists then occupied buildings in several eastern Ukrainian cities, many
calling on Moscow to support them.
'Illegal'
Russia, Ukraine, the EU and US agreed during talks in Geneva on Thursday that illegal
military groups in Ukraine must be dissolved, and that those occupying government
premises must be disarmed and leave.
But the separatists' spokesman in the city of Donetsk said that the Kiev government was
"illegal", and vowed they would not go until it stepped down.
Swiss envoy Christian Schoenenberger, whose country chairs the OSCE, said its monitors
had spoken to some dissidents in the east.
"For the time being the political will is not there to move out," he said.
Ukraine's Foreign Minister Andriy Deshchytsia has said that operations against the proRussian militants have been suspended over Easter.
Ukraine's interim authorities have appealed for national unity and promised to meet
some of the demands of pro-Russian protesters.
These include the decentralisation of power and guarantees for the status of the Russian
language.
But the US has warned the next few days will be pivotal and has threatened more
sanctions against Russia if it fails to abide by the agreement.
US Vice-President Joe Biden is set to visit Kiev on Tuesday.
See videos at http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-27093029

Ukraine unrest: Russian outrage at fatal Sloviansk
shooting
BBC (20.04.2014) - Russia has expressed outrage at a fatal shooting in eastern Ukraine
which it blamed on Ukrainian nationalists.
Russian state media reported that five people had been killed in a gun attack on a
checkpoint manned by pro-Russian activists near the town of Sloviansk.
A Ukrainian official said it may have been a shootout between criminals. Nationalists
have denied involvement.
The incident comes as pro-Russian groups continue to occupy government buildings
defying a deal to leave.
Ertogrul Apakan, who heads the special mission of the Organisation for Co-operation and
Security in Europe in Kiev, said his deputy would be in Donetsk to try to get them to
comply with an agreement reached on Thursday to ease the crisis.

Russia, Ukraine, the EU and US agreed during talks in Geneva on Thursday that illegal
military groups in Ukraine must be dissolved, and that those occupying government
premises must be disarmed and leave.
But the separatists' spokesman in the city of Donetsk said that the Kiev government was
"illegal", and vowed they would not go until it stepped down.
TV pictures showed what was described as the aftermath of an attack on a pro-Russian
checkpoint at about 01:00 local time (22:00 on Saturday GMT), including the body of a
man under a cover.
The BBC is unable to verify the footage. However, a Reuters journalist at the scene
reported seeing two bodies in a truck.
Daylight Reuters TV footage of the scene shows several burnt-out vehicles.
The Russian foreign ministry said the Ukrainian far-right group Right Sector was behind
the attack. A business card with the name of its leader Dmytro Yarosh appeared in the
unverified Russian TV pictures.
"Russia is indignant about this provocation by gunmen, which testifies to the lack of will
on the part of the Kiev authorities to rein in and disarm nationalists and extremists," it
said in a statement.
Right Sector said in a statement on its Facebook page that it had nothing to do with the
events in Sloviansk, which bore the hallmarks of a provocation by Russia's Federal
Security Service.
Viktoriya Siumar, deputy head of Ukraine's National Security Council, told the BBC that
the shooting was being investigated, but said there were indications that it was "an
argument between local criminal groups".
"The level of criminality in eastern Ukraine increased substantially recently," he added.
This is the first fatal incident in the region since Thursday's agreement, prompting
Sloviansk rebel leader and self-proclaimed mayor Vyacheslav Ponomarev to call on
Russian President Vladimir Putin to send peacekeepers. He also asked for food and
weapons.
Mr Ponomarev added that a "people's army of Donbass" was being set up. Donbass (Don
river basin) is the industrial area of eastern Ukraine made up of Donetsk and Luhansk
regions.
The BBC's James Reynolds in Donetsk says that the Geneva deal is already in trouble and
events in Sloviansk will do little to change that.
Putin accused
Meanwhile in an interview to be aired in full later on Sunday on NBC's Meet the Press,
Ukraine's interim Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk accuses Russian President Vladimir
Putin of trying to "restore the Soviet Union".
If Mr Putin succeeded, Mr Yatsenyuk says, it would be "the biggest disaster of this
century".
Ukraine has been in crisis since President Viktor Yanukovych was toppled in February.

Russia then annexed Crimea following a regional referendum that approved joining the
Russian federation. The annexation provoked international outrage.
Pro-Russian activists then occupied buildings in several eastern Ukrainian cities, many
calling on Moscow to support them.
Ukraine has said that operations against the pro-Russian militants have been suspended
over Easter.
Ukraine's interim authorities have appealed for national unity and promised to meet
some of the demands of pro-Russian protesters.
These include the decentralisation of power and guarantees for the status of the Russian
language.
But the US has warned the next few days will be pivotal and has threatened more
sanctions against Russia if it fails to abide by the agreement.
US Vice-President Joe Biden is set to visit Kiev on Tuesday.
Analysis
James Reynolds BBC News, Donetsk
The circumstances of the alleged checkpoint attack near Sloviansk are still unclear. The
Russian foreign ministry accuses the Ukrainian nationalist group, Right Sector, of
carrying out the raid.
A spokesman for Right Sector, Artyom Skoropadsky, has told the BBC that the group was
not involved in the shootout. That said, the role of nationalist groups will now come
under increased scrutiny.
The incident makes the implementation of Thursday's Geneva deal all the more
complicated. By now, diplomats had hoped that pro-Russian activists would be leaving
the buildings they've been occupying in eastern Ukraine.
But the alleged attack on the pro-Russian checkpoint will make pro-Russian groups even
more reluctant to give up any ground. They will not want to be seen to be retreating
under fire.
Pro-Russian voices in Sloviansk have now repeated their calls for Vladimir Putin to send
in peacekeepers to protect them.

Ukrainian Counter-Intelligence: Russia to kill 100-200
and send in troops

Evropaiska Pravda (19.04.2014) - Vitaly Naida, one of the counter-intelligence chiefs of
the Secret Service of Ukraine, announced that Russian servicemen are tasked with
killing a few hundred people and after that sending regular troops into the territory of
Ukraine.

"The main goal of diversionist and the Special Forces on the territory of Ukraine is to
destabilize the situation to a maximum level," he said. "Moreover the intercepted talks
give us information and it is sad to say it that the country which declared itself as
"fraternal" has given the task to its special forces to shed blood on the streets of our
cities," he said.
"The recorded talks clarified that they should kill 100-200 people and a half of an hour
later the Russian troops and APCs (Armoured Personnel Carrier) would be put into the
territory of Ukraine," he added.
Naida confirmed again that the diversions on the territories of the Eastern oblasts have
been committed by the 45th Separate Intelligence Brigade of Guards, which is
headquartered in the town of Kubinka, Moscow Oblast.
"These are the Russian Special Forces that seized the buildings of Verkhovna Rada and
the Cabinet of Ministers of Crimea," he pointed out.
Naida also reiterated that these Special Forces get their commands from Ihor Strelkov,
who is a Russian military intelligence officer from the GRU (call sign Stryelok) and who
had been in charge of the seizures of the state buildings in Kharkiv, Mykolaiv, Kherson,
Odesa.
"More of that if you look at the ombudsman's website, you will find information that this
Stryelok kidnapped Chechens during the Chechnya campaign and took them to
Russia,"he specified.
According to Naida, the 45th Separate Intelligence Brigade of Guards also participated in
the Chechnya campaign and the occupation of Georgia.
The original text is on Ukrayinska Pravda at
http://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2014/04/16/7022667/

Not so very "separatist" at all
Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group (17.04.2014) - A survey
(http://dif.org.ua/en/polls/2014_polls/chi-vlastivi-ukraincjam-nastroi-separatizmu_.htm) carried out by Civic Watch; the Democratic Initiatives Foundation; and the EUUkraine Bridge has indicated a relatively low level of support for separatism even in the
Donetsk region. The results place in context the events since April 6, and especially the
appearance from April 13 of "green men" armed with the latest Russian weapons and
speaking Russian with a difficult accent. They also refute the attempts by Russia's
propaganda machine to present the "separatists" as being supported by most people in
the region.
Respondents from all over the country, including the Crimea, were surveyed from March
16 to 30 this year. The views were thus given when Russia's annexation of the Crimea
was already an established fact, but before the supposed "separatist" seizures of
government buildings in Donetsk region, Luhansk and Kharkiv.
An absolute majority (89%) consider Ukraine to be their motherland. Only 8% support
separatism / the idea of a region breaking away from Ukraine and joining another
country. Even in Donbas [Donetsk and Luhansk regions] only 18% were in favour
(against 0.5% in the West of Ukraine).

11% throughout the country supported the creation of an independent state on the basis
of the south-eastern oblasts: 10% in the south; 10% in the east; and 18% in Donbas.
9.5$ of the population of southern Ukraine support the idea of south-eastern regions
joining Russia; 11% in the east; and 27% in Donbas.
Only 6% of the population would like their oblast to secede from Ukraine and create its
own independent state (the largest number were in Donbas - 17%; the least in the West
- 2%).
At the same time, 32% of the population believe that there are profound political,
linguistic and cultural differences and economic disproportion between western and
eastern regions and that they could in the future split and create their own states or join
other countries. The figures here too were highest in Donbas (58%) and the South
(48%).
With all such views in Donbas, there was an age difference with people over 55 much
more likely to see differences and want secession than young people under 30.
72% of the population believe that Ukraine is facing serious threats, with only 7.5%
saying that this is not the case.
The dangers:
The seizure of Ukraine or a part of its territory by other states - 48%;
Ukraine's breakup into several parts - 43%;
Economic recession - 42%.
(South: Mykolaiv, Odessa and Kherson oblasts;
East: Dnipropetrovsk, Zaporizhya and Kharkiv oblasts;
Donbas: Donetsk and Luhansk regions)
On these results and the images shown in the media
At the present time there are large numbers of armed "green men" in uniforms without
insignia, many of whom are carrying weapons produced for the Russian military. Images
in the media show crowds supporting them, however it is quite simply impossible to
gauge numbers and in most cities under siege the militants are antagonistic towards
journalists. Russian TV channels are however broadcasting again and are seriously
distorting viewers' understanding of what is going on.
During the earlier phase of disturbances which began on April 6 there were roughly 2
thousand "supporters" of the so-called federalists in three cities: Donetsk, Luhansk and
Kharkiv with around 50 young men in each of the cities involved in seizing the
administrative buildings.
The following is from a speech given by Stefan Füke, (http://europa.eu/rapid/pressrelease_SPEECH-14-331_en.htm), European Commissioner for Enlargement and
European Neighbourhood Policy.
The coordinated and professional actions by the armed groups, including those
penetrating into the Ukrainian territory from abroad, in the Eastern Ukraine, resemble
the Crimea scenario. The EU has appealed to the Russian Federation to call back its
troops from the Ukrainian border and to cease any further actions aimed at destabilising
Ukraine. Any threat or use of force, - be it military force or economic coercion, - against
Ukraine or any other countries is not acceptable and must be stopped. It is in our
common interest to avoid violence and bloodshed on the European continent, which could
spiral out of control. It is in our common interest to jointly work towards an
establishment of a common area of prosperity, stability and democracy on the European
continent. Yet, such an area can only be established on the basis of the Helsinki OSCE

principles and in line with international law. Developments of the upcoming days will
demonstrate the choice of Russia. But they might also require unequivocal choices on our
side.
The action already taken by Russia, having encountered no real resistance to its
annexation of the Crimea, very clearly demands an unequivocal response from the EU
and USA. This, unfortunately, has thus far been expressed mainly in words.
Halya Coynash

Russian special-ops troops being deployed in Eastern
Ukraine
Mission of Ukraine to the EU (16.04.2014) - Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) has valid
proof of the Russian special-ops troops being deployed on Ukrainian territory. Officers of
the Main Intelligence Directorate of the General Staff of the Armed Forces of the Russian
Federation (GRU), based currently in Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts, directly coordinate
insurgents, provide them with financial, material and technical support. Militants are also
being coordinated via special communications equipment from the territory of the
Russian Federation. For example:













Mr. Igor Strelkov a.k.a “Strelok”, identified as GRU staff, directly supervised the
militant group on Ukrainian-Russian border on April 12-13. On April 13, in vicinity
of Slovyansk this group conducted a ferocious and unprovoked attack on two
vehicles with civilian license plates, killing one SBU officer and wounding three.
During the Crimea crisis Mr. Strelkov worked as assistant on security issues to
Sergey Aksionov, the puppet prime-minister of Crimea. In early April he was
relocated for further special operations to continental Ukraine. On multiple
occasions he visited Russia’s Rostov-na-Donu and Moscow for instructions.
On April 11th 2014, Ukrainian citizen Gontaryov, a leading pro-Russian separatist
who participated, among other things in occupation of Donetsk Regional State
Administration, dispatched an agent to Russia’s Consul-General. Point of
discussion: support of Donetsk and Luhansk separatists.
On April 13th 2014, a Russian citizen supervised training and redisposition of
armed group of 30 militants from Luhansk to Donetsk region, who were instructed
to provide armed resistance to Ukrainian law enforcement.
On April 13th 2014 a Russian citizen instructed separatists via phone to deploy
defectors among local Ukrainian police to control administrative buildings in
Luhansk, to set up checkpoints within city line, to prepare for proclaiming a
“Luhansk Republic” and forming of a local parliament. Another Russian citizen
instructed one of the separatist leaders who occupied the Regional Security
Service in Luhansk to prepare for an emergency session of Luhansk Regional and
City Councils.
Separatists held phone talks with Russian citizens regarding “a person who
returned from Moscow headquarters”,“official” and “full Moscow support”, as well
as plans of so-called “little green men” to appear in the respective regions on April
13th 2014.
On April 12th 2014 a phone conversation was intercepted regarding “a comrade
from the Russian general who is here and will be here till the end, and he claims
that in case of a shooting, Russian armed forces would enter Luhansk in 40
minutes or 1.5 hours”.
In Slovyansk, a professional GRU mercenary was identified who had earlier
participated in Georgian events in 2008.

Two intelligence and raiding groups of GRU, currently based in Sevastopol, plan to move
shortly to Odesa to coordinate occupation of local administrative buildings.
Separatists who occupied administrative buildings in Donetsk region were armed
with АК-100 guns – a model used exclusively by Russian army and special-ops; their
ammunition, combat training and tactics are also typical for Russian army and specialops. As an example, the model of shoes worn by armed insurgents is one manufactured
by Butex, Russian enterprise that supplied Russian security agencies and stopped
production about 6 months ago.
During the last month, 10 Russian spies and raiders who
Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson, Odesa and Chernihiv regions were detained.

operated

in

Do not forget Crimea and Crimean IDPs
While the international media are focusing on the alarming events of Eastern
Ukraine, Crimea and the Crimeans are already getting forgotten. Human Rights
Without Frontiers (HRWF) urges the UN, the EU, human rights and humanitarian
NGOs to pay special attention to the fate of the IDPs from Crimea and to provide
urgent and concrete assistance.

No mechanisms in place for dealing with refugees from the Crimea
Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group (15.04.2014) - In an interview given to
Ukrainsky Tyzhden, Maxim Butkevych, Coordinator of the No Borders Project, speaks of
the situation following Russia's annexation of the Crimea; on those who have already left
and those who may in future; Ukrainians' hospitality and more.
The first wave of displaced people began before the so-called referendum of March 16
and then intensified after it. It involved the most vulnerable groups: Crimean Tatars; the
families of Ukrainian soldiers; people who feel connected with the Ukrainian community.
He believes it possible that there will be a second wave of migrants who understand that
they are not prepared to live under occupation. This could be because of a deterioration
in socio-economic conditions; in the situation with respect to crime; or an increase in
pressure from both formal and information armed gangs and occupation forces. Some
predictions speak of tens of thousands of people, and Ukraine needs to be prepared.
On the number of displaced people
Butkevych notes that the number of people applying to be resettled is higher now than a
week or two ago. According to the most recent statistics, over 3 thousand people have
registered in various regions and / or approached NGOs. This is clearly not the full figure
since it doesn't include people who have gone to stay with relatives or have not informed
anybody of their intentions.
Only some regional administrations, Lviv for example, are actually registering people.
There is no general state registration at all. One of the tasks of a newly formed
coordination council, which the No Borders Project is part of, will be to gather as much
information as possible about internally displaced people.
The problems they face

They first of all confront logistical problems due to the lack of registration; a job; places
in kindergartens and schools. They can't get medical check-ups and businesspeople
don't know where to pay tax. This is a totally new situation for Ukraine, unlike in
Moldova or Georgia.
There are no mechanisms, and these need to be established, preferably at legislative
level. Butkevych points out that some of the problems are beyond the scope of NGOs,
and politicians are in no hurry to resolve them.
The Ministry of Social Policy has started up a help line, however their information
suggests that the people who ring it get general information about how to register in a
new place according to normal procedure. This is obviously not what is needed in the
present exceptional circumstances.
The civic sector can find people who can put people up for a week, or even 6 months, but
it can't ensure registration, employment, etc. Butkevych believes that there should be
somebody in the Cabinet of Ministers coordinating the efforts of different departments.
This is not even a question of money, but of swift and competent work.
Butkevych notes that in the second half of the 1990s, the Cabinet of Ministers adopted a
special decree on temporary status for Georgian refugees from Abkhazia. Even before
the current law on refugee status and ratification of the UN Convention on refugees, this
made it possible for people to get registration and live. At least they had some kind of
formal status. There were several thousand who have since settled in Ukraine, with
many receiving Ukrainian citizenship.
Butkevych believes that the most simple solution now would be to take that experience
into account and introduce special status for people who have moved from the Crimea.
The draft law "on ensuring the rights and freedoms of re-settlers"
The first version of the draft bill, tabled by Serhiy Sobolyev, aroused a huge amount of
criticism from lawyers, NGOs, and from people displaced themselves. Butkevych notes
that despite the name of the draft bill, it chiefly concentrated on restrictions and had
taken into consideration parts of Georgian legislation which did not apply to the Ukrainian
situation. He points out that over 200 amendments have been made to the bill.
Not alone
The number of civic initiatives to help people who have moved, Butkevych says, show
how important Crimean people are for the people of Ukraine. There are at least 10
initiatives working on a voluntary basis around the clock, with call centres helping to
match people in need of accommodation with those offering a place to stay. It is
indicative that up till a week ago there were around 30 people offering accommodation
for every 10 who needed it. Supply and demand have now equalled out, and there are
also ever more difficult situations. For example, there may be families with 8-12 people
which is not unusual for Crimean Tatar households. A flat with only one bedroom is
obviously not sufficient.
The offers of accommodation are coming from very many regions, however in terms of
demand, Kyiv and the Kyiv oblast are top because of the greater likelihood of being able
to find work. The Lviv oblast is second in terms of popularity. There are some offers
from the east of Ukraine, but people fleeing the Crimea are frightened to go to the
Luhansk or Donetsk oblasts as they fear ending up in the same situation.

The problem is now getting very serious with people moving not only from the Crimea,
but from eastern regions where activists are sending their families to Central or Western
Ukraine to avoid them becoming targets.
There are for the moment only isolated cases where people have left the Crimea, but
moved outside Ukraine - mainly eastern European countries. The best-known case was
when 30 Crimean Tatars sought asylum in Poland. Butkevych stresses that they did not
believe that the Ukrainian authorities would persecute them, but rather that Ukraine
would prove incapable of helping them.
To or from Russia
The Russian authorities have claimed that large numbers of Ukrainians are fleeing to
Russia. Butkevych notes that over the last 2 months they have received far more
applications from Russian nationals for refugee status that over the previous year. Some
have faced persecution in Russia (over the Bolotnaya Square and other protests); others
were seen on Maidan, were on the barricades and were injured. They have received
reports that Russia's security service is engaged in collecting information about those
people, and they need particular attention from Ukraine.
Unicef Report: Ukraine Humanitarian situation report
Highlights
Unicef
(05.04.2014)
See http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Ukraine%20SitRep
%20No.%206,%2005%20April%202014.pdf


The situation in South Ukraine and Crimea remains tense but quiet. Information
about the military situation on the Eastern border of Ukraine is unclear with
contradictory information.



As of 1 April, 2,954 IDPs have made a precautionary movement from Crimea to
mainly Kyiv, Lviv, Vynnytsya, and Ivano-Frankivsk. However, their movements
are becoming complex and fluid. Some IDPS are moving between different
regions, some are returning to Crimea while others continue to leave Crimea
including 180 students who arrived in Lviv on 4 April.



UNICEF dispatched 600 basic hygiene kits to Vinnytsya, Kherson and Odessa for
distribution through local authorities and UNHCR. Additional 200 kits are in stock
in Kyiv.



A UNICEF staff member is deployed to Lviv for two weeks to facilitate psychosocial
support for displaced children and women.



UNICEF and WHO are promoting immunisation to IDPs to address possible
behavioural barriers as many children are not vaccinated.



Russia increases the price of gas for Ukraine which will have an additional adverse
impact on vulnerable families.

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs
Overview
The ongoing tension between Ukraine and Russia has not abated. The situation in Eastern
and Southern Ukraine remains quiet but tense. In addition there is contradictory

information on the status of Russian forces stationed at the Russian-Ukraine border.
Russia's Gazprom has increased the price of gas to Ukraine by over 40 percent, what will
further impact adversely on the already fragile economic situation in the country and
especially vulnerable families.
This week the Ukraine Parliament adopted a resolution "On the immediate disarmament
of illegal armed units" and compelled the Interior Ministry and the Security Service to
immediately implement the disarmament of illegally armed groups and citizens. A
preliminary report on the investigation of the deaths which occurred at the height of the
protests in Kyiv has been released. Twelve members of Ukraine's now disbanded 'Berkut'
riot police have been detained on suspicion of shooting anti-government protestors. In a
separate development, Russia's Federal Security Service (FSB) reported that it has
detained 25 Ukrainians accusing them of planning terrorist attacks at about the time of
last month's Crimean referendum. These recent developments continue to contribute to
the complex political relations between the two countries.
The situation in Crimea is quiet but tense. Delegates to the Crimean Tatar congress
(Mejlis) held on 28 March announced their intention to establish "a national autonomous
territory of the Crimean Tatar people on their historical territory in Crimea". The ousted
Ukraine President Viktor Yanukovich publically announced he would try to persuade
Russia to return Crimea to Ukraine.
According to a statement by the Russian Federation Foreign Ministry, foreign citizens will
need to receive a Russian visa to enter Crimea.
Humanitarian Needs
As of 1 April 2014, according to UNHCR approximately 3,000 Crimean IDPs are
accommodated in Western, Central and Eastern Ukraine. The majority of them are
hosted in Lviv (1,080 persons), Kyiv (823 persons), Vinnytsia (400) and Ivano-Frankivsk
(155).
The movement of IDPs is complex and fluid with movement across Ukraine and back and
forth to Crimea. There is uncertainty about the actual numbers of IDPs, caused by both
discrepancies in IDP registration in the regions and the fact that many of IDPs are
moving between different regions in Ukraine. Furthermore, there is no centralised
registration system in place. 180 Crimean students arrived in Lviv on 4 April. They had
no food and their bank cards were blocked, according to UNICEF field assessment.
Several accommodation centres in Kyiv oblast are reported to host newly arrived IDPs.
UNICEF and UNHCR are monitoring the situation. According to anecdotal information
received during UNICEF field missions the return of IDPs to Crimea might be connected
to the Mejlis decision, or because some want Russian passports in order not to lose their
property.
There is conflicting information regarding the OST programme in Crimea. According to
the Head of Russia's Federal Service for Control over the Trafficking of Narcotics, Viktor
Ivanov, Russia will prohibit methadone maintenance in Crimea, which would jeopardize
the access to treatment for over 800 patients. However, the Ukrainian agency in charge
of supplying methadone and buprenorphine reports that the supply of pharmaceuticals to
Crimea has been agreed with the Crimean authorities and is still on going.
Humanitarian leadership and coordination
UNICEF, WFP, IOM, UNHCR conducted a technical working group meeting to share the
field assessment findings and agree on future steps. As no major humanitarian crisis
exists, the inter-agency sector response plan was not activated. The operational UN

agencies reconfirmed their commitment to coordinated approach to all humanitarian
actions in Ukraine, including assessment of the situation.
Summary Analysis of Programme response
UNICEF is reviewing the office Contingency Plan to reflect HQ feedback and new
information and field mission findings.
To coordinate the field assessment, UNICEF prepared checklists to assess hygiene and
health during the field missions and shared with the relevant agencies for their
comments. Also, UNICEF is coordinating with WHO to promote immunisation to overcome
possible behavioural barriers by IDPs to ensure vaccination of children.
On 28 March UNICEF staff visited IDPs accommodation centres in Vinnytsya. The
majority of children do not attend school for the time being as many of IDPs consider
their relocation is temporary. The mission revealed that many children are not
immunized. The hygiene conditions are challenging and psychosocial needs are critical.
Similar findings were revealed in a UNICEF assessment in Lviv. Following upon the
completed field assessment mission, UNICEF has sent a mission to Lviv on 2 April for two
weeks to roll out psychosocial support to displaced children and women. Small scale
agreements with partners in Lviv and Vinnytsya have been developed and are about to
be signed to meet psychosocial needs of displaced children, with a focus on educational
and recreational activities and peer to peer support. Furthermore, in order to maintain
regular monitoring, UNICEF field monitors are about to be deployed to continue
monitoring of the situation in Western, Eastern and Southern parts of Ukraine.
Supply and Logistics
UNICEF has dispatched 600 basic hygiene kits to Vinnytsya, Kherson and Odesa for
distribution through the local authorities and UNHCR in addition to the 200 kits delivered
earlier to Lviv. Also, 200 kits are in stock in Kyiv. Additional procurement of ECD kits and
comprehensive family hygiene kits including infant and feminine sanitary components, is
now being prepared.
Next SitRep: 18 April 2014
Who to contact for further information:
Yukie Mokuo, Representative, e-mail: ymokuo@unicef.org
Ruediger Luchmann, Deputy Representative, e-mail: rluchmann@unicef.org
Veronika Vashchenko, Communication Officer, e-mail: vvashchenko@unicef.org
UNICEF Ukraine
5 Klovsky Uzviz, 01021 Kyiv, Ukraine
Tel: (+ 380-44) 5210125, 254 2439
Fax: (+380-44) 230 2506
Web: www.unicef.org.ua

European Parliament seminar: Greater transparency and
anti-corruption measures key to stimulating reform in
Ukraine
By Vicki McKenna, Human Rights Without Frontiers

HRWF (15.04.2014) - A seminar on 8th April at the European Parliament outlined some of
the key challenges to Ukraine in the wake of widespread unrest and anti-government
protest. Forging a European identity, including Euromaidan values of transparency,
human rights and rule of law, was underscored as vital to the future of democracy in
Ukraine. The event was sponsored by Austrian MEP Hannes Swoboda.
Igor Lutsenko, a Euromaidan civic leader, explained that Ukraine had inherited a system
from Russia where the police was controlled by criminal elements rather than being
responsible to the people. Opposition to corrupt police services was an element which
sparked the Euromaidan rebellion in the first place and the revolt will continue so long as
police brutality continues.
‘It is a revolution of dignity and it is impossible to have dignity while we have a system of
violence in the Ukraine,’ said Mr Lutsenko.
Speakers discussed the high levels of corruption which permeate all institutions in
Ukraine and the need for responsible and accountable officials. Corruption should not go
unchecked. Rather corrupt officials should be detained and imprisoned, said Oleksii
Khmara of Transparency International Ukraine.
Key recommendations included the need for a regulatory framework to monitor
corruption among public officials, as well as an overhaul and development of the judiciary
to ensure greater impartiality. Speakers called for a strong anti-corruption bureau, which
would function independently of judges and police.
The need for a monitoring council which incorporates members of civil society and
representatives of public officials was also highlighted. Aleksei Ryabchyn, Associate
Professor at Donetsk National University, detailed the need for European support and
expertise to facilitate technology and knowledge transfer and to allow for investments
and business projects. Cultural exchange programmes between EU countries and the
Ukraine should be encouraged to raise awareness of democratic ideals, he added.
Gunnar Wiegand of the European External Action Service stipulated that all citizens of
Ukraine must have a right to participate in the reform of their country. ‘Countries must
be free to choose how they want to be aligned and how they are organised internally.’
Media freedom deteriorated under President Viktor Yanukovych, noted Oksana Romanyuk
of the Institute of Mass Media. Journalists have been beaten and in many cases killed.
Hundreds of documented cases of violence toward journalists have been recorded since
the Euromaidan rebellion in an effort to block the flow of information to the people. The
annexation of Crimea led to an information crisis, continued Romanyuk. Ukrainian
television channels were cut off and substituted with Russian channels. Independent and
transparent information outlets are necessary to media reform in Ukraine.

14 April in Eastern Ukraine
Russia's role behind the scenes more and more obvious
HRWF (14.04.2014) - The situation is deteriorating in Eastern Ukraine. President
Oleksander Turchynov has issued an ultimatum to pro-Russian activists and gunmen in
the country's east - lay down your arms and vacate government buildings by Monday
morning, otherwise the government will call in the army. Large parts of eastern Ukraine
are slipping out of Kiev's control and Russia's role in the destabilization process is getting
more and more obvious.

Anti-terrorist Operation Started in Slovyansk - Avakov
Evropaïska Pravda (14.04.2014) - An anti-terrorist operation started in Slovyansk under
the direction of the Security Service of Ukraine, Acting Minister of Internal Affairs Arsen
Avakov stated on his FB page. "An ATO started in Slovyansk, conducted by SSU's Antiterrorist Centre. All special forces of the country are involved. God bless us!" wrote the
Minister.
"Helicopters are flying over the city. From the hotel we could hear shots from
submachine guns and, obviously, grenade guns. We came close to the captured police
building; approximately 100 local residents are standing here, women in the front, and
when the helicopters fly by, they shout "Donbas!", told Ukrayinska Pravda and
Hromadske TV correspondent Serhiy Grishyn.
He added that at the police office they were told that shots had been heard from another
place.
On the roof of an apartment building nearby, soldiers with submachine guns and grenade
guns are standing.
"Near the SBU building there were no shots, so you cannot fix the exact source of the
shooting. The town itself lives on peacefully. We have just seen the Mayor of the city,
Nelya Shtepa, she was going to the church. She told us she knew nothing of the antiterrorist operation," said Hrishyn.
According to Hrishyn, 10 minutes ago there was a Russian flag on the Administration
building, that it had been peacefully put there instead of a Ukrainian one on Saturday. By
9:27 the Russian flag had been removed.
Avakov wrote that separatists started shooting the special forces. However, according to
Hrishyn, it is not known where the shooting took place.
By 9:45 black was seen on the outskirts of the city. The helicopters had stopped flying as
well.
By 10:04 Ukrainian special mission units had unblocked one of the blocking posts in
Slovyansk, Novosti Donbassa reported.
10:40 A blocking post of the terrorists near Slovyansk from the side of Kramatorsk had
been removed, while a blocking post from the side of Kharkiv is being eliminated at the
moment, informed Novosti Donbassa.
Late on Saturday night a special National Security and Defense Council meeting took
place in Kyiv. The final decision of the council was not released.
The original text is on Ukrayinska Pravda at:
http://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2014/04/13/7022234/
Ukrainians detain Russian GRU officers who acted in Ukraine
Evropaïska Pravda (14.04.2014) - Ukrainian Special Service agents detained the officers
of the Main Intelligence Directorate of the Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation
(GRU) involved in the provocation of the clashes in Ukraine's east. The secretary of the
Council of the National Security and Defense, Andriy Parubiy, stated this in a broadcast
on Hromadske TV.

According to Parubiy, Ukrainian citizens were also among the detainees; they were
agents under cover. Parubiy didn't spill the whole story of the detention referring to the
need for secrecy.
"The case that we've seen in Slovyansk is that the terrorists are from abroad,"- he
stressed expressing his resentment that the terrorists are using civilians as shields.
"We will neutralize those people who have come to Ukraine to spark clashes between
civilians," concluded Parubiy.
The Secretary of the Council of the National Security and Defense stressed that Ukrainian
intelligence has a lot evidence about Russian intelligence agencies' involvement in
sparking of riots in the eastern oblasts.
At the same time, Parubiy did recently visit Luhansk, and he noted that there are among
the pro-Russian protesters in the city he spoke to, a lot of locals "who want to open
negotiations and get some results."
"There are some demands that are on the same page with the government's
requirements," he stressed. But the secretary said that some covert force has been
constantly interfering in the negotiations process which has been standing in the way of
reaching a compromise.
Parubiy has commented on the coming negotiations in Geneva. He noted that Ukraine is
going to be presented by only Ukrainian authorities representatives despite the Russians
wanting Dobkin, a candidate for presidency, to participate in the negotiations.
The original text is on Ukrayinska Pravda at
http://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2014/04/14/7022304/

SBU intercepts phone conversation between separatist leader in Sloviansk and
his Russia-based chief
ZIK (14.04.2014) - On Apr. 14, the security service of Ukraine intercepted a telephone
conversation between a separatist leader in Sloviansk and his chief in Russia. The tape is
available in SBU's channel on YouTube.
Both intelligence officers discuss supplies of ammunition and weapons to be delivered to
Donbas, several operations by gunmen.
The conversation focused on such political issues as the presidential election and ways to
disrupt it and preventing Rada to vote on bills aimed at receiving Western credits.
The tape is ample evidence of Russia involvement in secret operations against Ukraine.
Anti-separatists unit to be created in Dnipropetrovsk
ZIK (14.04.2014) - A military formation, the Dnipro self-defence battalion, is to be
formed in Dnipropetrovsk to protect local residents from pro-Russian separatists, deputy
oblast governor Hennady Korban announced Apr. 14.
The battalion will include local residents. Its formation has been agreed with the interior
ministry, Korban said.
The self-defense unit will also be used against terrorists in neighboring oblasts Kharkiv,
Donetsk, Luhansk and Zaporizhya, the official said.

Weapons will be provided by the interior and defense ministries. Its operations will be
coordinated by Dnipropetrovsk oblaswt Governor Kolomojsky.

Kharkiv: Pro-Russian thugs beat up peaceful protesters
Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group (13.04.2014) - In Kharkiv on Sunday afternoon,
around 1 thousand people who had just taken part in a rally in support of Ukrainian unity
were attacked from all sides by a few hundred young men with St George ribbons and
baseball bats.
Witnesses report that a police cordon on one side kept the thugs off, but they managed
to attack from Shevchenko Park.
As the photo show, the assailants caught people who tried to hide in the metro, and beat
them. Interfax Ukraine reports that women with St George ribbons then set upon the
people attacked, shouting that they were "scum" [nielyudi].
According to the police press service report issued on Sunday evening, 50 people were
injured, including a police officer. 10 were taken to hospital.
The police also report that the so-called separatists have split into two groups with one
group, around 100 people, smashing the gates and breaking into the courtyard of the
Kharkiv City Council. Around 2 thousand others have headed to the Kharkiv SIZO
[remand unit] and are demanding the release of others detained on April 8 during an
operation to free the seized regional administration.
All those detained on April 8 have been moved to the SIZO in Poltava.
Mission of Ukraine to the EU (16.04.2014) - Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) has valid
proof of the Russian special-ops troops being deployed on Ukrainian territory. Officers of
the Main Intelligence Directorate of the General Staff of the Armed Forces of the Russian
Federation (GRU), based currently in Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts, directly coordinate
insurgents, provide them with financial, material and technical support. Militants are also
being coordinated via special communications equipment from the territory of the
Russian Federation. For example:


Mr. Igor Strelkov a.k.a "Strelok", identified as GRU staff, directly supervised the
militant group on Ukrainian-Russian border on April 12-13. On April 13, in vicinity
of Slovyansk this group conducted a ferocious and unprovoked attack on two
vehicles with civilian license plates, killing one SBU officer and wounding three.
During the Crimea crisis Mr. Strelkov worked as assistant on security issues to
Sergey Aksionov, the puppet prime-minister of Crimea. In early April he was
relocated for further special operations to continental Ukraine. On multiple
occasions he visited Russia's Rostov-na-Donu and Moscow for instructions.



On April 11th 2014, Ukrainian citizen Gontaryov, a leading pro-Russian separatist
who participated, among other things in occupation of Donetsk Regional State
Administration, dispatched an agent to Russia's Consul-General. Point of
discussion: support of Donetsk and Luhansk separatists.



On April 13th 2014, a Russian citizen supervised training and redisposition of
armed group of 30 militants from Luhansk to Donetsk region, who were instructed
to provide armed resistance to Ukrainian law enforcement.



On April 13th 2014 a Russian citizen instructed separatists via phone to deploy
defectors among local Ukrainian police to control administrative buildings in
Luhansk, to set up checkpoints within city line, to prepare for proclaiming a
"Luhansk Republic" and forming of a local parliament. Another Russian citizen
instructed one of the separatist leaders who occupied the Regional Security
Service in Luhansk to prepare for an emergency session of Luhansk Regional and
City Councils.



Separatists held phone talks with Russian citizens regarding "a person who
returned from Moscow headquarters","official" and "full Moscow support", as well
as plans of so-called "little green men" to appear in the respective regions on April
13th 2014.



On April 12th 2014 a phone conversation was intercepted regarding "a comrade
from the Russian general who is here and will be here till the end, and he claims
that in case of a shooting, Russian armed forces would enter Luhansk in 40
minutes or 1.5 hours".



In Slovyansk, a professional GRU mercenary was identified who had earlier
participated in Georgian events in 2008.

Two intelligence and raiding groups of GRU, currently based in Sevastopol, plan to move
shortly to Odesa to coordinate occupation of local administrative buildings.
Separatists who occupied administrative buildings in Donetsk region were armed with
АК-100 guns - a model used exclusively by Russian army and special-ops; their
ammunition, combat training and tactics are also typical for Russian army and specialops. As an example, the model of shoes worn by armed insurgents is one manufactured
by Butex, Russian enterprise that supplied Russian security agencies and stopped
production about 6 months ago.
During the last month, 10 Russian spies and raiders who operated in Donetsk, Luhansk,
Kherson, Odesa and Chernihiv regions were detained.

13 April in Eastern Ukraine
HRWF (13.04.2014) - Ukraine's territorial sovereignty is again under serious threat.
Human Rights Without Frontiers is hereby sharing some information about who is pulling
the strings behind the curtains.
Expert: part of separatists in Slovyansk controlled by oligarch
ZIK (13.04.2014) - The forces of separatists in Slovyansk number 600, says Dmytro
Tymchuk, coordinator of Information resistance NGO Apr. 13.
Apart from Russia GRU units, there are about 500 Ukrainian residents from various cities
of Donbas, he says.
A group of 200 is headed by one of the Ukraine tycoons.
A group of 300 terrorists is controlled by a local criminal lord.
The overall control is carried out by Russia GRU military intelligence, Tymchuk says.

Separatists paid $500 for taking part in seizures of government buildings
ZIK (13.04.2014) - Social networks are full of telephone numbers of those who recruit
separatists in eastern Ukraine for attacks on government buildings, says Road Control
NGO activist Andry Dzindzia.
Those who agree to participate in storming the buildings get $500, those who agree to
act as supporting mob - UAH500 ($50).
Dzindzia demands that SBU and police react to this information.
He gave a list of the recruiters and their phone numbers, Ukrayinska Pravda reports Apr.
13.
In Slovyansk, Crimean "Green Men" Captured Journalists
Evropaïska Pravda (13.04.2014) - In Slovyansk, "green men" like those seen at the
beginning of the Russian occupation of Crimea, captured Hromadske TV and Lenta.ru
journalists and forbade them to work in the town, highlighting events under control of
the region's Ministry of Internal Affairs and other protests.
This was reported to Ukrayinska Pravda by the journalists themselves. According to the
journalists, the armed men in Slovyansk who took the regional Ministry of Internal
Affairs, Donetsk Oblast office in Slovyansk, captured them as soon as they approached
the territory of the building.
"They led us into the police department and patted us down," stated the journalists.
After some time they were released from the grounds, forbidden to work, and
threatened. According to media, the journalists stated that the armed people who took
the MIA building do not resemble "green men" and "are not Russian special forces".
Together with that, they said that a soldier who patted the press men down stated that
the police department of Slovyansk was taken by self-defence from Crimea, and that he
himself came from Moscow region.
The original text is on Ukrayinska Pravda at
http://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2014/04/12/7022202/

Mustafa Jemilev speech at the UN Security Council in
New York
On 31st March, the Government of Lithuania invited Mustafa Jemilev, Leader of
the Crimean Tatar people and MP of Ukraine to take part in a closed meeting of
the UN Security Council in New York. The main topic of the meeting was the
critical situation in Crimea. His speech contains a lot of concrete data that
contradict claims and arguments used by Moscow to invade and annex
Crimea.
Dear ladies and gentlemen!

The dramatic events in Ukraine - the grave clashes between the people and the ruling
regime on the Maidan, the overthrow of the corrupt Yanukovych clan by the protesting
citizens and the following invasion of our territory by Russian troops, the occupation of
Crimea, the holding of the so called 'referendum' by the occupying regime on the
territory of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and Sevastopol and the annexation of
these territories to Russia have rightly attracted the focused attention and concern of the
international community.
The main claim used to justify [the invasion] is, as we know, the assertion that an actual
"Bandera-ist authority" had supposedly been established in Ukraine, which supposedly
oppresses and discriminates against ethnic Russians. Of course, this is completely
untrue. Firstly, there are a good number of people other nationalities in key positions in
the new government, including Russians, Jews, Armenians and others. Nobody broke up
the national parliament where, as you know, Russian and pro-Russian MPs, including a
fairly large proportion of the pro-Russian Communists, were the majority.
But it was an especially cynical assertion that Russians were being harassed in Crimea,
where the invasion by Russian troops actually happened.
I will cite just a few figures: 58% of the population of Crimea is ethnically Russian, about
24% are ethnically Ukrainian, most of whom can be counted as Russians as, due to
Russification policies, rarely do any of them speak or think in their native language.
Media published in Crimea, including those that are publicly funded, are in Russian.
Ethnic Russians make up no less than 90% of the executive leadership in Crimea. Of
around 60 schools or educational institutions in Crimea, in only 14 is instruction given in
the Crimean Tatar language, and in 7, Ukrainian. All others teach in Russian.
There is no sense in talking about the illegality and absurdity of this 'referendum' on
occupied territory, held without any admission whatsoever of international observers. It
is absurd in general to solve the question of whether a particular region, area or village
belongs to a state with a local 'referendum'. If desired, you could probably find a few
towns in this same Crimea that would want to join other more economically prosperous
states such as the United States, neighboring Turkey, Switzerland or Japan.
Also absurd is the assertion by the occupying authorities that, by means of the
'referendum', they wanted to identify the will of the "Crimean people", and to satisfy
their "right to self-determination" in accordance with international norms. Because there
is no such "Crimean people" and the the right to self-determination can only belong to
indigenous peoples. And the indigenous people of Crimea, the Crimean Tatars,
overwhelmingly boycotted this 'referendum'. It has been established that around 0.5% of
Crimean Tatars took part in this referendum and it is far from clear that they necessarily
voted for Russian annexation. The total participation of the Crimean population, to the
best of our knowledge, was not 82% as stated by the occupying authorities, but only
32.4%.
In accordance with the regulations of the occupying forces, all residents must obtain
Russian passports within a month. Citizens who refuse to do so will be treated as foreign
nationals and will have neither the right to vote nor the the right to work in state
institutions and, accordingly, will be deprived of their livelihood. Therefore, they will be
forced to leave their homeland. You can imagine how this feels for Crimean Tatars who,
only a few years ago, fought for the right to return to their homeland after the
deportation and genocide of 1944.
Amongst them there are extremely high levels of anxiety and worries about their future
and even their lives, given that there are paramilitary groups, organised by the
authorities, patrolling who call themselves "self-defence" units or "Cossacks", who are
openly talking about the need for a second deportation of the Crimean Tatars. There is a

very high possibility that bloody ethnic conflicts, or more precisely, a massacre of
Crimean Tatars and ethnic Ukrainians, could break out on Crimean territory in the near
future. There have been cases, and a lot has been written about this in the press, in
which houses lived in by Crimean Tatars have been clearly marked with crosses or other
marks by unknown person at night.,
It has become quite ordinary in Crimea to beat, knife, or kill people who, in one form or
another, express their opposition to the occupying regime. Furthermore, it is no secret
that once people take up Russian citizenship, they will be soon be prohibited from even
discussing the issue of the status if their territory and holding any referendums on this
subject because, in accordance with Article 280 of the Russian Criminal Code, any
discussion of this topic will be regarded as promotion of separatism and punishable by up
to 5 years imprisonment. According to the representatives of the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees in Ukraine, around 5,000 Crimean Tatars, and no fewer people of other
nationalities, have left Crimea to date.
The citizens of Ukraine have, of course, welcomed the approval by Western countries of
sanctions with the goal of the aggressor withdrawing their forces and the liberation of the
occupied territory. But these sanctions are perceived by the overwhelming majority of
citizens as clearly inadequate and resembling only pinpricks in the side of an elephant.
They are worried by the recent increase in the number of statements by various Western
political scientists and statesmen suggesting that Crimea has been lost, that it is unlikely
to be free in the coming years, and that all efforts should be made to ensure that Russian
troops move no further into inland Ukraine. If such a position prevails, it will mean that
the great powers that signed the 1994 Budapest Memorandum guaranteeing the security
and territorial integrity of Ukraine in exchange for abandoning nuclear weapons, simply
deceived the citizens of Ukraine. The sentiment is already growing in Ukraine that the
country most restore its nuclear status, as it is quite obvious that no country would dare
to so brazenly occupy the territory of a nuclear power.
We are very hopeful that the international community will take sufficiently effective
measures to liberate our country from occupation and to prevent such aggressive actions
against sovereign states.

Crimean Tatars vote to create a national autonomy in the
Crimea
Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group (29.03.2014) - The Kurultai or assembly of the
Crimean Tatar People, meeting in special session, has voted to begin "the political and
legal procedure for the creation of a Crimean Tatar national territorial autonomy in their
historical homeland - the Crimea.
The resolution "On the exercising by the Crimean Tatar People of their right to selfdetermination in their historical homeland - the Crimea" was adopted on Saturday, March
29. The Kurultai is calling on the UN, the Council of Europe, the EU, OSCE and
Organization of Islamic Cooperation to support the right of the Crimean Tatar People to
self-determination in the form of a national and territorial autonomy in the Crimea.
Refat Chubarov, head of the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar People stresses that the
Kurultai's decision is based on the UN Declaration on Indigenous Peoples from 13
September 2007. This affirms the right of an indigenous people to self-determination; to
autonomy and self-government; to take part as they choose in the political, economic,
cultural and social life of the state in which they are living.

Military action may not be carried out on the territory of an indigenous people without
their consent or request (Article 30 of the Declaration).
Chubarov points out that "the change in status of the Crimea at the present time is being
carried out without the consent and clear will of the Crimean Tatar People, the indigenous
people of the Crimea."
One of the suggestions put to the Kurultai was to reject any relations with the occupying
authorities and government headed by Sergei Aksenov which have not been recognized
by most countries. The Kurultai seems to have decided to not fully close the session but
rather await the return from Mustafa Jemiliev and another delegate who are currently in
New York, presenting the position of the Crimean Tatars at the United Nations.
The Kurultai was addressed by Aishe Seitmuratova, veteran of the Crimean Tatar
national movement. She expressed distrust in the Russian authorities and pointed out
that Russia had deceived the Crimean Tatars three times. "It is not we who rejected
Russia. Russia rejected us three times." In 1774 the Crimean Khanate was recognized as
an independent state, then 9 years later, in 1783 Russia seized the Crimea through a war
and revoked their statehood. Then during the Crimean War from 1853 to 1856 Russia
forced a huge number of Crimean Tatars to flee to Turkey. "We remember also that in
1921 Russia formally declared the creation of the Crimean Autonomous Republic of the
USSR, yet that didn't save the people from numerous repressions, executions, various
forms of persecution. And in 1944 Russia, to whom we're being called now, dissolved our
last form of statehood in the Crimea - the Crimean autonomy and at 4 a.m. deported
everybody, to the last person, by force from their homeland. We must therefore say
bluntly that we know what Russia is". Aishe Seitmuratova went on to say that in the
1990s Ukraine had accepted them as one of the peoples of Ukraine.
"Yes, Ukraine was not able to give us all that we wanted. Yet Ukraine itself has yet to
raise itself up fully, and I am convinced that at the present time we should build our
statehood together with Ukraine and the Ukrainian people. And together with Ukraine we
will achieve success and flourish".
The Kurultai has been meeting in Bakhysarai, rather than Simferopol as is usually the
case because the Crimean Tatars feared provocation from pro-Russian forces.
As reported, the Mejlis called on all Crimean Tatars and other residents of the Crimea to
boycott the so-called referendum held on March 16. This, as expected, was claimed to
have given overwhelming support for the Crimea "joining" Russia.
In fact, Mustafa Jemiliev, former head of the Mejlis and veteran defender of Crimean
Tatar rights, has presented evidence suggesting that only 34% of Crimean residents
actually took part in the vote. The puppet government installed at gunpoint on Feb 27
after Russian soldiers seized government buildings in Simferopol claimed a much higher
figure and that a large number of Crimean Tatars had taken part.
The "referendum" gave only two options, neither of which offered retention of the status
quo. There was no minimum turn out and a huge number of procedural irregularities. It
was, for example, possible to turn up and vote on the day even if ones name was not on
the list and people reported being able to vote without showing their passports. The
possibility of casting multiple votes was thus enormous.
The referendum was condemned beforehand by Ukraine's main election watchdogs and
western countries. The only "observers", invited by Russia proved to be people from far
right or neo-Stalinist parties (see, for example, The Crimean Referendum's Neo-Nazi
Observers)

As reported, Ukraine's parliament passed a law on March 20 declaring the Crimean Tatars
to be an indigenous people of Ukraine.
Russia's military aggression and annexation of the Crimea give little scope for optimism
regarding respect for the wishes of the Crimean Tatar People. On the other hand,
Saturday's decision must be an embarrassment to the Kremlin and a clear statement to
the international community.

Human rights in the Crimea crisis: The Council of Europe
should consider suspending Russia
By Aaron Rhodes (*)
HRWF (16.03.2014) - Human rights defenders have generally, and correctly avoided
making judgments about political decisions and territorial disputes, and focus on whether
or not human rights standards are violated, by any authoritative parties, in the processes
of political change.
The events unfolding in Crimea involve very serious violations of human rights, and these
need to be factored in with respect to how political figures and international institutions
address them, because human rights standards in large part define the legitimacy of
government actions and political changes.
Ukraine and Russia are both bound by the complex and overlapping array of legal and
political human rights obligations established by the Council of Europe, the United
Nations, and the Organization for Cooperation and Security in Europe (OSCE). I would
thus like to offer a modest commentary on some aspects of the Crimea situation from a
human rights perspective.
The conclusion drawn from this overview is that the Council of Europe must
carefully examine the issue of the political transition in Ukraine. The Council of
Europe should, furthermore, consider a motion to suspend Russian membership
based on its actions in Crimea, which are at variance with Chapter I of the
Statute of the Council.
This recommendation is endorsed by Human Rights Without Frontiers
International (Brussels) and the International Centre for Policy Studies (Kyiv).
The Change in the Ukrainian Government
First, were civil and political rights violated in the course of the political transition in
Ukraine? While it has been charged that the government was "overthrown" in a "coup
d'etat," in fact the president was impeached on 22 February by the Verkhovna Rada
(Parliament) on the basis of abuse of power. A majority of 328 of 447 deputies backed
this measure, but this was less than the three-quarter majority required by the
Constitution, nor did the Constitutional Court review the case. The new government has
set an early election in accordance with the law. It appears that the charge of an illegal
coup is not accurate, and yet the ouster of the president apparently lacked full legality.
Furthermore, the president allegedly had responsibility for the deaths of many
demonstrators who were exercising their human rights of freedom of expression and
association. Over 70 demonstrators or bystanders were shot dead by security forces on
20 February alone, and video footage and reliable independent accounts converge to
support the conclusion that the shootings were deliberate, were intended to kill the

targets, and took place on orders, and did thus gravely violate standards defined by the
United Nations, the European Convention and the OSCE on the proportional use of force.
The Abortive Changes in the Language Law
There are allegations that the new government abridged a number of OSCE
commitments, at least in spirit, by deciding by a slim margin on 23 February 2014, to
repeal a law on regional languages. Russian had been a regional language in those
regions where Russian-speaking citizens constituted over ten percent of the population,
that is, in 13 of 27 Ukrainian regions. The repeal was harshly criticized by a range of
international political figures and human rights authorities, and Acting President
Oleksandr Turchynov subsequently vetoed it. The new government has shut down
Russian language TV and radio stations citing their use for militant propaganda. This has
been called censorship by the OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media Dunja
Mijatovic; Ukrainian civil society activists believe the international community needs to
take into account the threats to security posed by how the channels were being used to
foment violence and war.
Military Takeover of Crimea
Since 27 February, masked, unidentified military forces without insignia have seized
control of Crimea, beginning with Simferopol International Airport. In general, the
militarization of Crimea has created a thoroughly illegal situation where all residents have
been deprived of civil and political rights. The fact that many of these citizens, perhaps
a majority, may not have concerns about their lack of freedom, and may welcome the
military presence, in no way diminishes from the severe problem that fundamental rights
and freedoms cannot be enjoyed. Crimea has become a police or national security
state, a situation made even more egregious because concealing the identities of military
forces makes individual accountability for crimes impossible, as per the OSCE Code of
Conduct on Politico-Military Aspects of Security of 1994.
The political institutions of Crimea have been taken over by force by unidentified armed
units. Following the forced occupation of the Parliament by armed men, a new prime
minister was elected in a closed meeting, following which the presence and the role of
the Russian Federation in the region became more overt.
On 7 March, three television services have been taken over and shut down by the new
authorities, with one being replaced by Russian state broadcasting, obviously severely
restricting and distorting the flow of information to the population.
There is a profound lack of transparency regarding the transformative events underway,
due to the sometimes violent repression of independent civil society activity. There are
highly credible reports, including from the historian and journalist Anne Applebaum, that
irregular "police" forces, not constituted by a legal authority under civil control, have and
continue to interrogate, harass and arrest citizens on arbitrary and politicized bases.
Amnesty International official John Dalhuisen has stated that, "Attempting to monitor the
human rights situation in Crimea has become a near impossible task. Self-styled Crimean
self-defense groups are harassing pro-Ukrainian protesters, journalists and human rights
monitors with complete impunity." Amnesty International noted that monitors from the
OSCE as well as the UN Special Envoy to Crimea had been forced to suspend their
activities due to threats from hostile crowds or such activities were prevented by
"unidentified military personnel." The group also reported that citizens peacefully
demonstrating against the military incursion and political changes had been threatened
by "pro-Russia activists," and not protected by any security forces. The Amnesty
International report of 7 March goes on:

Police are often absent, present in small numbers, or fail to intervene when
journalists and protestors are attacked....5 March, 100 aggressive men who
identified themselves as the Crimean Self-Defence League forced some 40 women to
end their peaceful protest in front of the Ukrainian Naval headquarters in Crimea's
capital, Simferopol. The women were holding placards calling for peace and
denouncing Russia's military intervention in Crimea.
The men also attacked a journalist from "News of the Week - Crimea" as he tried to
film the event. They pushed him into the road and threatened to beat him.
Crimean police officers who were standing about 30 metres away did not react to the
incident. In a separate event on 6 March, a journalist from Kerch.fm was threatened
by men wearing Russian Cossack uniforms and men from the Crimean Self-Defence
League when she and a colleague visited the border ferry crossing which they heard
had been occupied by Russian forces. The men told her: "Switch off your camera or
we will kill you."
Amnesty International has subsequently reported on continuing violent harassment of
civil society activists, including the disappearance of three activists on 13 March.
The evident denial of virtually all civil and political rights in Crimea is a matter that needs
to be thoroughly investigated by independent monitors, and acted upon by human rights
bodies and by courts. It casts profound doubt on the legitimacy of any and all political
changes that are taking place, and could lead to a syndrome of unrest and violence much
more severe than is already seen.
While the focus here is not on the political question of Russian involvement in Crimea,
the claim that threats to the security and human rights of the majority Russian-speaking
population justify an exceptional humanitarian intervention in Crimea lacks credibility. I
am not aware of a single piece of objective documentation that confirms threats to ethnic
Russians in Crimea that would constitute a legal justification for such an interference in
the affairs of another state. Two independent human rights organizations in Ukraine,
the Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group and the Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights
Union, have not found significant violations of the rights of Russian speakers. At the
same time, there have been numerous credible reports of clashes between Ukrainian and
Russian speakers instigated by pro-Russian agitators.
The Referendum and Human Rights
Referenda have been misused to the detriment of human rights a number of times in the
post-Soviet political space, and the referendum on 16 March is unquestionably another
example. The poll fails to meet legal criteria, and the way it was prepared and executed
violates standards for free and fair elections, for example those enumerated in the OSCE
Copenhagen Document.
Ukrainian law, according to Article 3, demands that a referendum on territorial questions
must be open to all voters in the country, not just those in an effected region. The
Ukraine's Central Election Commission also denounced the referendum.
The date and content of the referendum have been changed abruptly. The timing has
been accelerated as the date was moved ahead on two instances. The questions were
initially to concern the degree of autonomy of the region, but subsequently the content
changed to become a question of joining the Russian Federation. To maintain the status
quo is not an option on the ballot.

None of the requirements for free and fair election as enumerated, for example, in the
OSCE Copenhagen document have been met. Especially because of an overbearing
military presence, the atmosphere of political intimidation against the opponents of the
referendum proposal to become part of Russia has made it impossible for those citizens
to express their opinions. In the run-up to the referendum, the new authorities have
ensured that the public space is saturated with symbols and messages favorable to
joining Russia, but opposition to the proposal is suppressed. Opposition to the
referendum, and to the proposal to join Russia, is often portrayed as "fascism" in these
symbols and messages. Voting has taken place amidst overt pressure by armed "selfdefense" militia. There are no independent or expert election observers, although some
international journalists have filed reports.
Thanks to Russian involvement, Crimea is in a state of political limbo where legal
accountability for human rights has become blurred because of the actions of Russian
forces on Ukrainian territory. Russian President Vladimir Putin, in responding to concerns
about the legality of the referendum, suggested that Ukraine's separation from the Soviet
Union lacked legality, implying that such problems somehow justify the referendum not
adhering strictly to law. But it is a principle of human rights analysis that one wrong -assuming hypothetically that his claim has any validity - does not justify another.
About 12 percent or over 240,000 of the population of Crimea consists of members of the
Tatar community, a Turkic Muslim group with a tragic history of oppression by the Soviet
state, having been subjected to mass executions and starvation since the formation of
the USSR, and then deported to Central Asia in the 1940s. There have been violent
clashes between Tatar and pro-Russian demonstrators. The head of the assembly of the
Tatars has urged fellows to boycott the current referendum, and it is apparent that other
significant groups will also not participate. According to the New York Times, all but one
of the main Tatar leaders have been either kidnapped or fled the region.
There are
well-founded fears about persecution of the Crimean Tatar population, a process that
could lead to radicalization, as has been the case in the Northern Caucasus. Such conflict
could be subject to political exploitation, giving a pretext for intrusive security measures.
Violations of Russian Citizens' Human Rights
Media reports suggest that the Russian invasion of Crimea and the Russian government's
manipulation of events leading toward the referendum enjoy wide support from citizens
of Russia. But it should be pointed out that Russian citizens do not enjoy the civil and
political rights that would allow them access to diverse opinions, the ability to elect
representatives in opposition to government policies, or confidence to express their own
views in public without the fear of violence or other repercussions.
Even if the Russian
democracy were fully consistent with international standards, that would not affect the
legitimacy of its actions in terms of international law. According to Amnesty
International, "Russian authorities have launched a full-scale onslaught on the few
remaining independent media in Russia, blocking a number of internet sites in order to
stifle free media." Nonetheless, around 50,000 persons reportedly demonstrated their
disapproval of Russian actions on 15 March in central Moscow.
Conclusion
The crisis in Crimea poses the most severe challenge to human rights and the rule of law
in the European sphere since the end of the Cold War. Not only the human rights of the
people of Crimea are at stake; the integrity of European human rights institutions, and
their ability to adhere to their own principles and work for the rights and security of all,
are being sorely tested.
Indeed, if fundamental human rights can be subverted in the part of the world where
citizens are theoretically protected by the thick layers of international agreements and

law that exist in Ukraine, it is a signal to the world at large that human rights protections
mean nothing in the face of aggression.
(*) Aaron Rhodes is a founder of the Freedom Rights Project, a human rights research
initiative and think-tank. He was executive director of the International Helsinki
Federation for Human Rights between 1993-2007.
The text of this paper is under the sole responsibility of the author. Human Rights
Without Frontiers Int'l and the International Center for Policy Studies endorse the
recommendation to suspend Russian membership based on its actions in Crimea, which
are at variance with Chapter I of the Statute of the Council. Those who support this
recommendation are requested to inform HRWF Int'l
(international.secretariat.brussels@hrwf.net) for followup activities.

Putin’s phony war
How Vladimir Putin concocted a conflict to soothe his own paranoid fears.
By Lucian Kim
Slate (14.03.2014) - The most tragic thing about the conflict in Crimea is that it’s a
tremendous fake, concocted in the Kremlin to soothe Russian President Vladimir Putin’s
growing paranoia.
As the Ukrainian province braces for a referendum on independence Sunday, the de facto
Russian occupation of Crimea is still a phony war, with no shots fired and no official
belligerents. Yet with every passing day, the likelihood of bloodshed rises in the region,
where just two weeks ago ethnic hatred and secessionism were practically nonexistent.
The Kremlin intervention isn’t about a victimized Russian population in need of
protection. Crimeans of all ethnicities are united in their suffering from government
neglect, corruption, and poverty; Russian speakers make up the majority of the
peninsula’s population; and the Muslim Crimean Tatar minority is at the greatest risk of
persecution, especially if there is a split.
Convinced that the new authorities in Kiev will finally pull Ukraine out of Russia’s
orbit, Putin is hacking off as much of the country as he thinks he can get away with. He
doesn’t want to re-create the Soviet Union as much as form a ring of buffer territories to
ward off Western influence from the Russian heartland. For Putin, it’s the beginning of
the endgame for his regime’s survival.
Besides rehashing tired tropes of Red Army victories over Nazis in World War II, the
Kremlin has no ideology. What it still does have is a treasury full of petrodollars to buy
loyalty—or at least acquiescence—from tactical allies. It was exactly the tradition of
murky multibillion dollar deals with Ukrainian leaders that first brought out protesters to
Kiev’s Maidan square against President Viktor Yanukovych, Putin’s chief client, in
November.
When Yanukovych fled to Russia after massacring dozens of demonstrators last month,
Putin turned his attention to Crimea, a forgotten part of Ukraine with the weakest
allegiance to Kiev and home to Russia’s Black Sea Fleet. The Sicily-sized peninsula is
rural and conservative, and many families have connections to the Soviet or Russian
militaries going back generations. The region’s frail economy is dependent on summer
tourism from Russia.

To Crimeans, Russia has been a rich, powerful, and welcome neighbor. Yet when I
traveled to the Crimean capital Simferopol just days before the Russian invasion, nobody
gave me the impression that their region was on the brink of seceding and joining
Russia.
Members of the Russian-speaking majority weren’t angry because of discrimination by
Ukrainians, but rather because successive national governments had ignored Crimea,
which formally holds the status of an “autonomous republic” within Ukraine’s borders.
People were nervous about whether the interim government in Kiev would take revenge
on the region, as Crimea used to be Yanukovych country and largely opposed the antigovernment protests on the Maidan.
At a Feb. 25 pro-Russia rally in front of the Crimean parliament building, attended by a
few hundred protesters, I met Yevgeny Tishchenko, 55, a local artist.
“Our future is being decided,” he said. “To me the most important thing isn’t whether
we’re in Ukraine or Russia, but that there aren’t any conflicts.”
Simmering ethnic hatred of the kind that exploded on the Balkans 20 years ago has been
absent from Crimea. When the Crimean Tatars, who had been deported to Central Asia
by Joseph Stalin, began returning to their homeland in the late 1980s, there were
inevitable disputes over land ownership. But the Tatars’ overall success in reintegrating
into Crimean society is the real news—and the reason most of them remain staunchly
loyal to the Ukrainian state.
A referendum cobbled together in less than two weeks in the presence of thousands of
undercover Russian soldiers will hardly show the true will of Crimea’s people, especially
since the Crimean Tatars have pledged to boycott it. The Tatar community, which makes
up 14 percent of the population, now fears it will be targeted as a result.
Crimea’s actual conflict isn’t ethnic; it’s the split between the suspicious, fearful sovok, or
Soviet, mentality and a new generation of free minds. It’s little surprise that tearing
down statues of Vladimir Lenin, founder of the Soviet Union, has become so
controversial.
Ukrainian citizens who reject Kremlin rule in favor of a European path are generally
young, urban, and better educated. For those who are older, poorer, and dependent on
government handouts, Moscow looks like a more reliable patron than Kiev.
A 2012 opinion poll by the Kiev-based Research & Branding Group found that 40 percent
of Crimeans favored greater autonomy within Ukraine; 38 percent wanted to become
part of Russia; and 10 percent were for full-blown independence. At the
time,Nezavisimaya Gazeta, a Moscow newspaper, ran the headline: “Crimea no longer
wants to join Russia.”
When I interviewed Sergei Aksyonov, now the secessionist Crimean prime minister, at
the end of February, he was still an obscure politician whose Russian Unity party held
only three seats in Crimea’s 100-member assembly. His office was accessible via a
garage door and up two flights of stairs in a downtown Simferopol office building without
a street number.
Aksyonov, 41, explained that his party was only interested in defending the rights of
Russians and had nothing against other ethnic groups.
“The Tatars fear a split from Ukraine. But we tell them: Don’t look for problems where
they don’t exist,” he said. “There’s no question of breaking off, no question of a split.”

I took Aksyonov at his word. Three days later, mysterious armed men stormed the
Crimean parliament building and Aksyonov was voted in as prime minister in a closeddoor legislative session. Five days later, Aksyonov was asking Putin for help, even as he
declared that he had the situation in Crimea “under full control.”
What struck me most about Aksyonov was his lack of nationalist fervor. I later learned
that Crimeans whisper that in a previous life, he was a local gangster nicknamed
“Goblin.” It must have been the opportunity of a lifetime: Aksyonov secures his future as
Putin’s newest client in return for handing over Crimea to Russia. Aksyonov is not just an
accidental prime minister but an accidental pawn in a geopolitical chess match played by
the Kremlin. Of course Russia had a plan—with or without Aksyonov—but its execution
was justified by a crudely improvised political charade.
The swift, bloodless seizure of strategic locations across Crimea suggests a long-standing
military contingency plan. Intriguing—and not widely reported—was the appearance of
Vladislav Surkov, the Kremlin’s former chief ideologue, in Simferopol two weeks before
Russian troops started popping up around Crimea. Formally responsible for Abkhazia and
South Ossetia, the two breakaway republics that Russia helped split off from Georgia in
2008, Surkov was spotted in Ukraine at least twice this year before Yanukovych’s
downfall.
At the same time, since Russia was basing its intervention in Crimea on an invented
pretext, it became embarrassingly clear that not everyone was singing from the same
song sheet.
Even now, the Kremlin maintains that the armed, uniformed men in Crimea are local selfdefense forces and not Russian troops. Yet Aksyonov and self-defense militiamen on the
ground spent the first few days of the occupation claiming they had no clue who the
soldiers were—in fact, Aksyonov cited their very presence as a reason for needing Putin’s
aid.
On March 1, the Russian Foreign Ministry angrily condemned an attempt by provocateurs
from Kiev to seize the Crimean Interior Ministry overnight. Within hours, the Crimean
Interior Ministry issued a statement angrily denying that anything of the sort had taken
place.
The date of the referendum was moved forward twice, with the Crimean government
initially insisting that it was only about greater autonomy. Days later, it suddenly became
a question of quitting Ukraine and joining Russia.
The slapdash approach to the fate of 2 million Crimeans belies any real concern for their
future, and the choice they will make is a foregone conclusion.
“There is no domestic reason for conflict,” Crimean Tatar leader Refat Chubarov told me
four days before the invasion. “But there is the danger of an escalation if there’s external
interference by Russia.”
His words proved to be prophetic.

Selection of the best analyses of the crisis in Crimea
HRWF (14.03.2014) - HRWF is presenting you its selection of interesting analyses of the
crisis in Ukraine, and in particular on the Crimean issue.

Crimean crisis increases importance of links among Tatars
Publication: Eurasia Daily Monitor Volume: 11 Issue: 48
March 13, 2014
Moscow had hoped that the Kazan Tatars would promote the Russian Federation's
agenda in Crimea both by appealing to the Crimean Tatars for calm and by dispelling the
latter's fears about Russia's intentions. But as in so much of what is now defined as the
Crimean crisis, the Kremlin's policy has backfired. With each passing day, influence is
flowing in the opposite direction, with the Crimean Tatars increasingly inspiring the Kazan
Tatars and thereby transforming what had been a foreign policy problem for the Russian
state into a potentially destabilizing domestic one. Indeed, Tatars have traditionally been
looked to by other non-Russian groups living under Moscow's control as a bellwether of
the future.
See full article at
http://www.jamestown.org/single/?tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=42087&tx_ttnews%5Bba
ckPid%5D=7&cHash=f483022a2c1227083f1a320aa97ea18f#.UyIvtrmPJlY
Kremlin refuses to tolerate any dissent over its Ukrainian policy
Jamestown Foundation - March 13, 2014
By: Pavel Felgenhauer
Moscow is preparing to legalize the annexation of Crimea as soon as possible. A special
constitutional amendment is being rushed through parliament. To enact a "constitutional
law," all regional legislatures of the Russian Federation must state their opinion, but since
all of them are controlled by the ruling United Russia party, this may only take a day or
two (http://www.interfax.ru/print.asp?sec=1448&id=363460).
Despite continuing Western diplomatic pressure, Vladimir Putin unequivocally supports
the swift integration of Crimea into Russia. On March 6, the local Crimean legislature-the
Supreme Council-voted to join Russia and hold a snap referendum on March 16, to
confirm this decision. On March 11, the same legislature declared independence from
Ukraine to "join Russia as an independent republic." The pro-Moscow speaker of the
Crimean Council, Vladimir Konstantinov, explained the independence declaration was a
technicality "to help legitimize the accession to Russia"
(http://www.interfax.ru/print.asp?sec=1446&id=363856).
See full article at
http://www.jamestown.org/single/?tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=42086&tx_ttnews%5Bba
ckPid%5D=7&cHash=3b514638edec0d28efb5617c6739dd66#.UyIxQbmPJlY
Ukraine: CVU and OPORA statement on illegitimacy of so-called referendum in
AR Crimea
Opora (12.03.2014) - On March 6, 2014, Verkhovna Rada of Autonomous Republic of
Crimea and Sevastopol City Council adopted a resolution on so-called referendum on the
status of Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the City of Sevastopol.
Committee of Voters of Ukraine and Civil Network OPORA state the following




Members of Verkhovna Rada of ARC and Sevastopol City Council do not have
relevant powers;
There is no law on organization and holding of local referendums in Ukraine;
Terms of conducting and provisions on organization of so-called referendum do
not meet general international standards.

Therefore CVU and OPORA, the largest Ukrainian organizations with long-term experience
of professional monitoring of elections and referendums in Ukraine,do not recognize the
legitimacy of the voting scheduled for March 16 and will not participate in official
observation of these processes.
Also CVU and OPORA appeal to all Ukrainian, foreign and international organizations,
which plan to observe the pseudo-referendum, to refuse from participating in political
actions which are beyond Ukrainian and international legal framework. Work in Crimea
on March 16 will be perceived as an attempt to legitimize illegal process, which can't be
supported by organizations with experience, history and principles.
CVU and OPORA emphasize that trust and reputation are priorities in activities of any
observation organization. Participation in monitoring of illegal referendum may be
considered as politically motivated and biased.
The organizations claim that such an instrument of democracy as elections and
referendums should be used only within the law and international standards.
Civil Network OPORA
Committee of Voters of Ukraine
For comments please contact:
Olga Aivazovska
Civil Network OPORA
Tel. +380 63 617 97 50
Oleksandr Chernenko
Committee of Voters of Ukraine
Tel. +380 50 310 99 75

Crimean Tatars become target of ethnic hatred while
tension is rising in Ukraine
Minority Rights Group International (13.03.2014) - Minority Rights Group Europe (MRG)
is gravely concerned about the serious threat to minorities and indigenous peoples in
Crimea, in particular to the Crimean Tatars, ignited by the presence of Russian troops
and the proposed referendum on the secession of Crimea.
The human rights organization calls for the Parliament in Crimea, the Russian Federation
and the Ukrainian government to take immediate measures to protect the rights of all
minorities and to ease ethnic tensions.
"Under no circumstances should any authorities employ ethnicity and the protection of
one ethnic group over others as pretexts to justify unlawful activities or the violation of
basic human rights and freedoms," says Neil Clarke, Managing Director of Minority Rights
Group Europe. "Russia has, however, engaged in actions which have the potential to
deepen ethnic tension and lead to ethnic conflicts."
The presence of Russian troops in Crimea, and the move by the Parliament in Crimea to
secede from Ukraine threaten to escalate ethnic tensions in the region.

Minorities and indigenous peoples, in particular the Crimean Tatars, an indigenous
community of approximately 300,000 in the peninsula, are becoming more and more
exposed to intimidation and violence.
Recently, doors of Crimean Tatar residents were marked by X, a sign evoking memories
of their 1944 deportation to Central Asia during the Stalin regime. Paramilitary groups
have begun to mobilize in Crimea, such as Cossacks, as well as Crimean self-defence
units.
"There is a tangible anti-Tatar sentiment now, which has also been fed by the media,"
says Nadir Bekirov, President of the Foundation for Research and Support of Indigenous
People of Crimea. "The authorities tell us not to be afraid, but how can we overcome fear
when we face such developments?"
In fear for their own safety, minority and indigenous communities, including Crimean
Tatars, have started to organize themselves in Crimea. Non-armed community-watch
patrols, sometimes of mixed ethnic composition, have been formed to safeguard sites in
neighbourhoods vulnerable to provocation, in particular those with mosques or churches.
In addition, the referendum about whether or not Crimea should join with the Russian
Federation has been advanced from 30 March to 16 March. Due to the intimidating
atmosphere for minority and indigenous communities, the referendum cannot be free or
fair says MRG.
In any further discussions on the future of Crimea, the interests of the Crimean Tatar
people have to be respected and taken into account. It is the right of local communities,
particularly indigenous peoples such as the Crimean Tatars, to be properly consulted and
participate in decisions which affect them, including changes in political status, says the
rights organization.
The escalating tensions in Crimea follow a more general worsening of the situation facing
minorities in Ukraine. Ukraine's abolition of the legislation on minority languages on 23
February, a step taken even before the formation of the new government, has affected
all linguistic minorities in Ukraine, including Russians in the south and east, the Crimean
Tatars, the Krymchak, the Karaites, as well as the Bulgarian, Hungarian and Romanian
minorities.
The repealed legislation on minority languages should be restored by the new
government in Kiev in line with the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages,
to which Ukraine has been a party since 2006, says MRG.
Notes to editors:




The Crimean Tatars are indigenous people of Crimea who were deported by the
Soviet government under Joseph Stalin in 1944. Many of them died from hunger
and disease. With large numbers of Russians living on the peninsula, many of
whom migrated following independence from the former Soviet Union, Crimea
became the centre for pro-Russian and secessionist sentiments in Ukraine. The
decimated Crimean Tatar people started to return to their homeland after 1991
and found that they were denied citizenship rights, access to education,
employment and housing.
Minority Rights Group International is the leading international human rights
organization working to secure the rights of ethnic, religious and linguistic
minorities and indigenous peoples. We work with more than 150 partners in over
50 countries.

Interview opportunities:

Nadir Bekirov, Fund for Research and Support of Indigenous People of Crimea,
Crimea, Ukraine (Russian, Ukrainian, English)
nadirbekir@gmail.com
T: + 380 666 923 111
Neil Clarke, Managing Director of Minority Rights Group Europe (English)
Zsófia Farkas, Minority Rights Group Europe (Hungarian, English)
To arrange interviews, please contact MRG's Press Office:
Bernadett Sebály - M: +36 70 217 2601
E: bernadett.sebaly@mrgmail.org

Interim measure granted in inter-State case brought by
Ukraine against Russia
Registry of the European Court (13.03.2014) - On 13 March 2014 the Government of
Ukraine lodged an inter-State application under Article 33 (Inter-State cases) of the
European Convention on Human Rights against the Russian Federation.
They also submitted a request under Rule 39 of the Rules of Court for an interim
measure indicating to the Russian Government, among other things, that it should refrain
from measures which might threaten the life and health of the civilian population on the
territory of Ukraine.
Considering that the current situation gives rise to a continuing risk of serious violations
of the European Convention, the President of the Third Section has decided to apply Rule
39 of the Rules of Court. With a view to preventing such violations and pursuant to Rule
39, the President calls upon both Contracting Parties concerned to refrain from taking
any measures, in particular military actions, which might entail breaches of the
Convention rights of the civilian population, including putting their life and health at risk,
and to comply with their engagements under the Convention, notably in respect of
Articles 2 (right to life) and 3 (prohibition of inhuman or degrading treatment).
Both States were also asked to inform the Court as soon as possible of the measures
taken to ensure that the Convention is fully complied with.
Under Rule 39 of the Rules of Court the Court may indicate to the parties of any interim
measure which it considers should be adopted in the interests of the parties or of the
proper conduct of the proceedings before it. The inter-State application has been
registered under no. 20958/14, Ukraine v. Russia.

The leaders of the Azerbaijanian Party Musavat going to
Crimea were detained on the territory of the Russian
Federation

Regnum (10.03.2014) - The Vice Chair of the Azerbaijanian Party Arif Gadjyly and his
colleague Gyuliaga Aslanly took the train from Baky to Ukraine on the 9th of March. After
some time Mr. Gadjyly called the information agency in Baku "APA", saying that he had
been detained in Mahachkala. Afterwards the connection with him was lost and no further
information is available.
Later Mr. Gadjyly's brother, Mustafa Gadjybeyli, stated that Mr.Gadjyly and Mr.Aslanly
were detained by the police in the capital of Dagestan, Mahachkala, and were held in the
local police office: "Law enforcement officers detained Mr.Gadjyly and Mr.Aslanly at the
railway station and took them to the local police office. The exact reasons of the
detention were not explained. Allegedly they were noisy."
It should be mentioned here that the party Musavat has strongly previously criticised the
Russian policy in Ukraine. The party activists held the protest in front of the Russian
embassy in Azerbaijan. Besides, Musavat party supports the part of the Crimean Tatars'
community which is against an accession of the peninsula to Russia.

Crisis in Ukraine: A lesson in Finnish history may be the
key to a peaceful conclusion.
By David Kilgour & David T. Jones
Yahoo! News Canada (07.03.2014) - The Russian media and ousted Ukrainian President
Viktor Yanukovych are striking in their attempts to rewrite events in Kiev, calling it a
“fascist coup” that justifies invading a sovereign country.
Probably no one outside Ukraine has cut through the propaganda more effectively than
Timothy Snyder, history professor at Yale and author of Bloodlands: Europe Between Hitler
and Stalin: “Ukraine (under Yanukovych) was governed by probably the most financially
corrupt regime in the history of the world, which by the end of its rule was not only
physically oppressing, but finally killing its citizens … (for) exercising their rights to
speech and assembly.”
Snyder notes about the early protests, “Enter … an Afghan...Mustafa Nayem, the man
who started the revolution. Using social media, he called… young people to rally on the
main square of Kiev in support of a European choice for Ukraine. That square is called
the Maidan … an Arab word. During the first few days of the protests, the students called
it the Euromaidan. Russian propaganda called it, predictably enough, the
Gayeuromaidan. When riot police were sent to beat the students, who came to defend
them? More ‘Afghans’… Ukrainian veterans of the Soviet Red Army, men who had been
sent to invade Afghanistan during the Soviet invasion of that country in 1979. These men
came to defend ‘their children’, as they called the students.”
“In all of these ways, the ‘decadent’ West, as Russia’s foreign minister put it, was
present … The Russian press presented the protest as part of a larger gay conspiracy.
The Ukrainian regime instructed its riot police that the opposition was led by a larger
Jewish conspiracy. Meanwhile, both regimes informed the outside world that the
protestors were Nazis. Almost nobody in the West seemed to notice this contradiction.”
When Yanukovych’s body guards abandoned him, he fled to Russia. The day after he told
a press conference there that he had no foreign bank accounts, the Swiss, Austrian and
Liechtenstein governments ordered a freeze on his assets and those of his son and 20
Ukrainian officials. The Peterson Institute in Washington estimates that that he and his
family alone stole between US$8 billion and US$10 billion yearly since 2010.

Ukraine’s Parliament then elected Arsenyi Yatseniuk prime ministerby a vote of 371-1. He
told MPs that “about US$70 billion has been withdrawn from the Ukraine’s financial
system to offshore accounts over the last three years. Now it’s clear that they withdrew
the funds that were raised as loans under state guarantees and stolen by representatives
of the previous government.” He added, “The treasury is empty,” with just US$400,000
left in the government’s coffers and only US$15 billion in exchange reserves to pay back
US$12 billion in debt maturing. Most sensibly, he urged Russia, which he referred to as
Ukraine’s “partner,” not to “wage war on us ... for we are friends.”
Next came the unprovoked Russian military intervention on part of Ukrainian territory:
Crimea. Putin’s Crimean incursion was aimed at three audiences: First, a hardline
approach in Ukraine would both rally nationalists in Russia and intimidate domestic
advocates of democratic reform. Second, a swift and bloodless victory would be easy in
Crimea. This would undermine the confidence of soldiers in eastern Ukraine and give
pause to any government contemplating military assistance for Kiev.
Third, Putin wants to advance his rival civilization model. He, his advisors, and the
compliant Russian media believe the Ukrainian events were caused by a decadent
European civilization, which advances the rights of cultural and sexual minorities. Putin’s
ability to associate his bizarre notions here with national strength in a military victory
might enable him to project his intolerance beyond Russian territory. This prospect is as
disturbing as his military aggression.
Among the violations of international norms in deploying unlabeled Russian soldiers
across Crimea, Putin violated the Charter of the United Nations and the Helsinki Final Act.
He also shredded the 1994 agreement of Russia, Ukraine, the UK and US, under which
Ukraine, then the third-largest nuclear power on earth, gave up all its nuclear weapons,
leaving the sombre lesson that if a country gives up its nuclear weapons it invites
invasion from authoritarian neighbours.
Putin also claims a right to invade a neighbor to defend the undefined rights of a minority
language community, or as he put it in a press conference on March 4, “people who are
closely tied (sic) to us historically, culturally, economically.” Many Russian speakers
across Ukraine have already signed a petition saying that they do not need any external
parties to protect their rights.
Another presumed benefit for Putin is diverting Russians from their economic problems.
Their economy fell from a 4.5-per cent growth rate in 2010 to 1.3 per cent in 2013. The
ruble has lately fallen by almost a fifth. The longer outlook is troubling, partly because of
a rapidly aging population. Nervous investors, adversely affected by widespread
corruption, are now asking whether this is the beginning of renewed Soviet-era
imperialism. Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia and Kazakhstan are potential future targets.
Provisional authorities in Kiev are now being replaced by a new government, chosen by
parliament. The new prime minister is a Russian-speaking technocrat. Both major
presidential candidates in the elections set for May are Russian speakers. One of them,
Vitali Klitschko, is the son of a general in the Soviet armed forces, best known outside
Ukraine as a heavyweight champion boxer. He is Russian-speaking. Russian should be
restored quickly as an official language in the country.
In short, we are not dealing with a fascist coup at all. In Snyder’s words, “what has taken
place is a popular revolution, with all of the messiness, confusion, and opposition that
entails. The young leaders of the Maidan, some of them radical leftists, have risked their
lives to oppose a regime that represented, at an extreme, the inequalities that we
criticize at home. They have an experience of revolution that we do not. Part of that
experience, unfortunately, is that Westerners are provincial, gullible, and reactionary.
Thus far the new Ukrainian authorities have reacted with remarkable calm.”

Martti Ahtisaari, former president of Finland and a Nobel Laureate, says, “Respect for the
territorial integrity of a sovereign country is essential. Acknowledging this as a
precondition for building a peaceful future for all citizens of Ukraine.” Achieving this in
the present difficult circumstances might well require Ukraine to follow the example of
Finland itself after World War II and to become fully independent from both Europe and
Russia, while trading and being on equally good terms with both. “Finlandization” is
unpalatable to some, but it is instructive to remind ourselves of what Finland is like today
– strong, united, prosperous and free. This option offers Ukrainians the best opportunity
for a democratic future while maintaining their territorial integrity. There is still probably
a narrow window of opportunity to negotiate such a solution before a new iron curtain
possibly descends on Europe.

Crimean Tatars ask Turkey, Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan
for help
Euromaidan PR (06.03.2014) - Crimean Tatars appealed to the presidents of Turkey,
Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan to help prevent the secession of Crimea from Ukraine, reports
Espreso.TV, citing Azerbaijani news outlet haqquin.az.
In an interview with haqquin.az on March 6, the leader of the Crimean Tatars and former
head of the Mejlis Mustafa Dzhemilev explained:
“Our people were once expelled from their native lands,” he said. “We do not want a
repetition of this tragedy. Therefore we appeal for help to Ilham Aliyev (president of
Azerbaijan), Abdullah Gül (president of Turkey ) and Nursultan Nazarbayev (president of
Kazakhstan). Do not abandon your Crimean brothers and sisters at this difficult time. We
ask the entire world to help us. Exile and repression await us in Russia once again,” he
said.
Dzhemilev announced that the Crimean Tatars are preparing for mass protests and
beseeched the world to support the views of the indigenous population of Crimea, which
wishes to continue living as part of a unified Ukraine.
As reported earlier, the new head leader of the Mejilis of the Crimean Tatars Refat
Chubarov called for the deployment of an international UN peacekeeping force in Crimea.
Source: http://espreso.tv/new/2014/03/06/
Translated by Anna Mostovych

Russian opposition parties against the intervention in
Ukraine
Institute of Modern Russia (06.03.2014) - All the leading opposition forces in Russia have
condemned the military invasion and the planned annexation of Crimea. The Institute of
Modern Russia publishes excerpts from Russian opposition statements on the situation in
Ukraine.

Statement by the Republican Party of Russia - People's Freedom Party (led by
Mikhail Kasyanov and Boris Nemtsov):
"Putin's justifications for the Russian military intervention are flimsy-no one is going to
attack the Russian population living in the Crimea and in the eastern regions of Ukraine...
The main reason for this senseless act, in our view, is the reluctance of the Russian
authorities to recognize the Ukrainian people's sovereign right to decide its own fate. And
now Putin is trying to stifle freedom not only in Russia, but also in the neighboring
country... We demand that V. Putin immediately abandon his intentions of using the
armed forces of the Russian Federation on the territory of Ukraine."
Statement by the Progress Party (led by Alexei Navalny):
"This reckless policy could result in the spilling of blood of both Russian and Ukrainian
citizens. Russia is one of the guarantors of the territorial integrity of Ukraine... We call for
the process of escalating tensions to be reversed; for Russia to cease preparations for
sending the armed forces into the territory of Ukraine and to return all military units and
formation to their bases."
Statement by the Russian United Democratic Party "Yabloko" (led by Sergei
Mitrokhin):
"The territorial integrity of Ukraine must not be questioned... Russia must refrain from
any actions of political, economic, and informational nature aimed at destabilizing the
situation in various regions of Ukraine and throughout its territory. We believe that the
approval to use the Russian armed forces in Ukraine must not be acted upon. Those who
unleash a real war between Russia and Ukraine will be forever damned by the Russian
people."
Statement by the Russian United Democratic Movement "Solidarity":
"This cynical venture, aimed only at cementing the Putin regime and based on the
doctrine of reestablishing the Soviet empire, will bring great peril and suffering to both
our peoples, Russian and Ukrainian. We express our categorical protest against attempts
at a military seizure of Crimea, against military interference in the internal affairs of
Ukraine."
Statement by Members of the St. Petersburg Legislative Assembly Grigory
Yavlinsky, Boris Vishnevsky, Alexander Kobrinsky, Sergei Trokhmanenko,
Marina Shishkina, Irina Komolova, Maxim Reznik, Olga Galkina, Vyacheslav
Notyag:
"We...believe that the decision taken by the Federation Council at the request of the
president of Russia on the possibility of using Russian troops on the territory of Ukraine is
misguided and dangerous. We are certain that the realization of this possibility will lead
to catastrophic results. Military actions on such a scale will constitute a crime against the
Ukrainian and the Russian peoples."
Boris Nemtsov, co-chairman of the Republican Party of Russia - People's
Freedom Party, Member of the Yaroslavl Regional Duma:
"Putin has declared a fratricidal war on Ukraine. This bloody madness of a deranged
chekist [KGB officer] will cost both Russia and Ukraine dearly: killed young men from
both sides; miserable mothers and wives; orphaned children. An empty Crimea where no
one will go. Billions, tens of billions of rubles taken away from the elderly and the
children and thrown into the furnace of war; and then even more money to support the

corrupt regime in Crimea. It seems that [Putin] cannot hold on to power by any other
means."
Grigory Yavlinsky, founder of the Yabloko Party, leader of the Yabloko caucus in
the St. Petersburg Legislative Assembly:
"All those who support a war between Russia and Ukraine, in any form, must know that it
is an absolute crime, and that they will have blood on their hands if they support it... This
goes against all laws-our laws, the Russian Constitution, international law, the UN
Charter."
Boris Vishnevsky, deputy leader of the Yabloko caucus in the St. Petersburg
Legislative Assembly:
"This is an aggression that is fatal both for Ukraine and for Russia itself. [An aggression]
began with the aim of separating a part of the territory of a sovereign state, the borders
of which are officially recognized by Russia and guaranteed by it (together with the US
and Great Britain) twenty years ago... It seems we already have an answer to the
question of whether there will be a 'Sudetenland scenario.' The question now is whether
there will also be a 'Munich deal'."
Lev Shlosberg, Member of the Pskov Regional Assembly, Yabloko Party:
"The boundary between human and non-human now lies between those who justify this
war and those who do not accept it. For now, [this war] is only looking at its potential
victims. It has not yet lifted its scythe and has not opened its bottomless black cloak. The
most important thing that a Russian citizen can do now is to say 'No to the war'."

All-Russian Centre for the Study of Public Opinion shows
support for Russia's steps to defend Russian in Crimea
Interfax Ukraine (06.03.2014) - The majority of Russian citizens recently interviewed by
the All Russian Center for Public Opinion Studies (VTsIOM) believe that their country
should vigorously defend the interests of the Russian-speaking population in Ukraine's
Autonomous Republic of Crimea, VTsIOM director Valery Fyodorov said on Thursday.
In 2009 and on March 1-2, 2014, Russian citizens were invited to offer their opinions on
whether or not Russia should actively defend the interests of Russian-speaking people in
Crimea, or whether Russia should refrain from getting into conflicts with the Ukrainian
authorities, he said.
Five years ago, 73% of respondents spoke in favor of more active measures to defend
the interests of Crimea's Russian-speaking population, and 15% of those polled took the
opposite view, Fyodorov said.
The results of the March 1-2 survey were practically the same, he said.
"Seventy-one percent believe that it is necessary to protect Russian-language speakers
in Crimea more vigorously, and a mere 15% think that Russia should not get into any
conflicts," Fyodorov said.
The Ukrainian crisis has recently been at the forefront of Russian citizens' minds, he said.

"The interest toward Ukraine has been growing over the past couple of months,"
Fyodorov said.
According to the VTsIOM director, 72% of Russians followed the developments in Ukraine
three weeks ago, 74% two weeks ago, and 80% a week ago. Of them, 35% said that
they "have closely been following" the situation in Ukraine.
When asked how they assess the latest developments in Ukraine, the majority of those
polled described them as a "coup d'etat and an armed seizure of power," "anarchy,
lawlessness and banditry," and a "civil war", while 8% of those polled said that it was a
provocation on the part of the United States, and 3% blamed Western interference.
"Whereas a mere 16% of respondents said earlier that Russians and Ukrainians do not
have much in common, 38% of people say so today. However, 44% still believe that the
two nations have a lot in common," Fyodorov said.

Crimean religious leaders urge preserving integrity of
Ukraine
Religiia v Ukraine (05.03.2014) – The interconfessional council of Crimea expressed its
concern over events in Crimea and called for preserving the state integrity of Ukraine
Religiia v Ukraine reports, citing Catholic-media.org.
The interconfessional council of Crimea assured that churches and religious organizations
and agencies of governmental authority and local administration will devote all their
efforts to preserving peace in Crimea.
Text of Declaration
We, members of the "Peace is the gift of God" interconfessional council of Crimea in this
period that is difficult for all of us, when a wave of protest has seized even our peninsula,
express our alarm and concern in connection with the growing tension in our common
Crimean home, and we also raise our sincere prayers to our Lord, that he will grant to us
all peace, harmony, and mutual understanding.
Over the course of many centuries, our multi-ethnic and multi-confessional Crimea has
always been distinguished by the fact that all peoples inhabiting it have found a rational
compromise in resolving difficult problems. In this regard, we express our firm
confidence that in the current social and political situation also we, churches and religious
organizations and agencies of governmental authority and local administration, as well as
political parties and public associations of citizens, will devote maximum efforts for
maintaining civic peace in Crimea. We condemn conflict and enmity among residents of
various regions of Ukraine and Crimea, who represent diverse ethnic minorities and
religious confessions, and we call the authorities to refrain from any steps that could be
interpreted as aimed at dividing us on the basis of religious, linguistic, ethnic regional, or
any other identity. In the circumstances of this difficult ordeal we must prevent all
possible attempts at dividing our society and we must preserve the territorial integrity of
our state. We are sure that the events of the beginning of 2014 will remain forever as the
sad history of Ukraine. And it is necessary for us to devote all efforts to prevent a repeat
of such a tragedy in the future.

We are praying that the Lord will deliver our hearts from all temptations to evil and will
protect our fatherland in the name of future generations.
On behalf of and with the consent of members of the "Peace is the gift of God"
interconfessional council.
Metropolitan of Simferopol and Crimea Lazar, co-chairman of "Peace is the gift of God"
interconfessional council.
In addition to the ruling Metropolitan Lazar of the Crimean diocese of UPTsMP, this
appeal is supported by:
Mufti of Muslims of Crimea, Haji Emirali Efendi Ablaev;
Honorary chairman of the Ecclesiastical Board of Crimean Karaites of Ukraine, El David
Moiseevich;
Rector of the Simferopol church of the Armenian Apostolic Church, Father Khachatur;
Bishop of the United Churches of Evangelical Christians-Baptists of Crimea, Veniamin
Ivanovich Yukhimets;
Senior pastor of the church of Seventh-Day Adventists in Crimea, Dmitry Nikolaevich
Popravkin;
Pastor of the Crimean district of the German Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ukraine,
Markus Goring;
Rabbi of the congregation of Progressive Judaism of Simferopol and Ukraine, Mikhail
Kapustin;
Assistant Bishop of Odessa-Simferopol diocese of the Roman Catholic Church, Yatsek Pyl.
Archbishop of Simferopol and Crimea Kliment, the ruling bishop of the diocese of the Kiev
patriarchate in Crimea, after the liturgy in the cathedral church in Simferopol on 2 March
participated in an anti-war rally which was held around the monument to Taras
Chevchenko. Participants in the meeting demanded of Russian troops that they leave the
territory of the peninsula and called Crimeans of various nationalities to jointly act
against the aggression on the part of Moscow.
On the same day, Archbishop Kliment arrived, with clergy, at the 36th brigade of the
Coast Guard of Ukraine located in the village of Perevalnoe, which for several days
already has been under siege by Russian troops. The archbishop stood in front of the
gates of the brigade and appealed to the Russians with these words: "If you want to
shoot our boys, shoot me first." He also blessed the Ukrainian troops to maintain loyalty
to the people of Ukraine and to the oath. "God is not in force, but in truth, and truth is on
the side of Ukraine and all the world recognizes this," the website of UPTsKP quoted
Archbishop Kliment.
The head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church Sviatoslav reported that in these days
believers of UGKTs are praying for peace and security for all residents of the Crimean
peninsula, including clergy and laity of the Crimean exarchate of UGKTs. The head of
UGKTs noted that in these days believers of the church throughout the world are united
in prayer for citizens of Ukraine who live in the autonomous republic of Crimea. "The
entire great family of believers of UGKTs beseech the merciful Lord for his protection and
help to peacefully overcome the aggravation of the situation in Crimea and preserve the
unity and community of our state," the UGKTs website quotes Sviatoslav.

Appeal of the Council for Pastoral Care of the Ministry of
Defense of Ukraine to the personnel of military units and
their families
Euromaidan PR (04.03.2014)
Dear brothers and sisters!
We, the representatives of Ukrainian churches and religious organizations, who are
authorized to organize pastoral care among members of the Armed Forces and other
military formations of Ukraine, are concerned about the situation that has developed in
Crimea and other regions of our country.
Due to the intransigence of the leaders of the Russian Federation we are on the verge of
a fratricidal war, pitting brother against brother. The soldiers of the Russian army and
navy today are disregarding the laws of God and man that teach us how to live.
This situation that we have not provoked not only threatens peace and stability in
Europe, but also individual lives and souls.
We are proud of the courage, determination and honor that you demonstrate as the
defenders of your Nation, as you fearlessly hold back the invaders.
It is an honorable deed, a great deed for our nation, our homeland, and God!
Warriors of Ukraine!
Remember that millions of soldiers have given their lives so that today Ukraine could be
independent and free. They are watching you from heaven. Since antiquity they have
been fighting for our right to call ourselves Ukrainians. Do not bring shame on that right!
You are standing tall on your own land, for your people, for your country. The moral
superiority is on your side. “When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his
possessions are safe” (Luke 11.21).
Under these circumstances, we, the citizens of Ukraine, must unite, support and help one
another. Pastors and the faithful of our churches are praying for you, for your families,
for the unity of the people, for a better future for our country. Divine and human support
makes us invincible.
May God give you the strength to survive during this confrontation without losing dignity
and honor, because one day everyone of us will have to answer for his actions before the
Heavenly Judge.
Glory to God! Glory to Ukraine!
Council Head: M.M. Andrashko
Council Secretary: I.O. Hryb
Note from the Council: The Council for the Pastoral Care of the Ministry of Defense of
Ukraine was formed in April 2009. It includes representatives of the major faiths
professed by the members of military services: Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Kyiv

Patriarchate, Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Moscow Patriarchate, Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church, Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church, The Roman Catholic Church of
Ukraine, All-Ukrainian Union of Evangelical Christians-Baptists, Spiritual Administration of
Muslims of Ukraine.
Source: IRS
Translated by Anna Mostovych, edited by Mariana Budjeryn

Ukrainian Orthodox leader rethinks Moscow relationship
Ukrainian Orthodox Church Metropolitan Alexander: "We are called the Church
of Moscow, the Kremlin, Putin, Yanukovich"
Religiia v Ukraine (03.03.2014) - The secretary of the primate of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church/ Moscow Patriarchate harshly criticized the coziness of the church with politicians
and sponsors. Priests and parishioners of the Kiev stavropegial cathedral of the
Transfiguration of the Savior, of which the metropolitan is the rector, sent a letter to
Patriarch Kirill, Religiia v Ukraine reports, citing the cathedral's website.
On Sunday, 2 March, Metropolitan Alexander Drabinko read from the pulpit during the
service in the Transfiguration cathedral a letter to Patriarch Kirill urging him not to permit
the Ukrainian and Russian peoples to be dragged into confrontation and he asked the
parishioners to support it. The letter was signed by all clergy of the cathedral. The appeal
to the head of Russian Orthodox churches also was unanimously approved by
parishioners, the cathedral's website reports.
"Accusations against our hierarchs and clergy are heard, and we will be honest before
our conscience: although their reasons are not objective, they still are not baseless. We
are called the church of Moscow, the Kremlin, Putin, and Yanukovich," said Metropolitan
Alexander, who has for a long time held the position of personal secretary of the primate
of UPTs, Metropolitan of Kiev and all-Ukraine Vladimir.
In his sermon on Forgiveness Sunday, which the Orthodox Church observed that day,
Metropolitan Alexander noted that even today, when we have witnessed the crimes of the
late regime, there remain those who are ready to justify its cruelty by the supposed need
to make the correct "civilizational choice," the "restoration of the unity of Holy Rus."
Metropolitan Alexander said that the Ukrainian Orthodox Church/ Moscow Patriarchate
relied extremely on earthly powers and hoped to achieve the "sacred goal" thanks to the
politicians and sponsors, and it unwisely accepted donations from people who with the
help of material resources hoped to "buy God off" and at the same time acted illegally.
"Tempted by the phantasma of the 'state church,' we turned a blind eye to political
agitation in churches and we tried to combine the incompatible: God and Caesar," the
metropolitan said.
Recalling the words said to Viktor Yanukovich by the vicar abbot of the Kiev caves lavra,
Metropolitan Pavel, the UPTs primate's secretary said: "Proximity to power so blinded
some eyes that they were not ashamed to make the blasphemous comparison between
the divine suffering Christ and an earthly ruler, from whom every day his companions
were fleeing because they were frightened by his aggressiveness."

In the letter sent to the head of RPTs, Metropolian Alexander noted that the Ukrainian
Orthodoxe Church/ Moscow Patriarchate often is identified with the previous government
and external political processes occurring between Russia and Ukraine. "But we are first
of all the church of Christ, the church of the Ukrainian people," the metropolitan said.
"The people of this church perished on the streets and squares of Kiev and their blood,
flowing today, in our supposedly civilized century, is on our conscience too."
In the days when the conflict in Ukraine is escalating, believers of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church/ Moscow Patriarchate want to hear from Patriarch Kirill words condemning
violence and pronouncing anathemas upon those who raise their hand against the
defenseless and shed blood.
"Listen to us. May our voices not be the 'voice crying in the wilderness,'" the letter
concludes.
We recall that on 2 March the All-Ukrainian Council of Churches and Religious
Organizations (VSTsiRO) warned Russia against armed intervention in Ukraine. "The
Russian authorities must recognize their responsibility before God and before humanity
for the possibly irreparable consequences of armed conflict on the Ukrainian land," the
council's statement says, which was signed by Metropolitan Onufry, acting metropolitan
of the Kiev metropolitan see of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church/ Moscow Patriarchate and
presiding officer of VSTsiRO. The statement again confirmed the recognition of the
legitimacy of the bodies of government authority, which were formed by the Supreme
Soviet of Ukraine, and of the officials of the government of Ukraine, who were appointed
by the chairman of the Supreme Soviet of Ukraine, Acting President A. Turchinov.

Proposal to excommunicate Yanukovich
Secretary of UPTs primate thinks should await court conclusions
Interfax-Religiia (03.03.2014) - Some believers are calling for excommunicating
Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovich from the church, the secretary of the primate of
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, Metropolitan Alexander, stated.
"We are hearing the voice of believers who demand of church hierarchs a canonical
estimate of the actions of the former head of state and imposing on him an ecclesiastical
ban. The logic of the demands is clear. Believers want the church to display its vision of
power: either acknowledge that he is and will remain its servant or issue with respect to
him a canonical punishment for violation of God's commandments," the metropolitan said
in a sermon, the text of which he published on his webpage on the Internet.
In this regard he stated that the church cannot be hasty in issuing a decision regarding
persons "who are apparently responsible for bloodshed," so long as their guilt has not
been proven judicially. "We must await a circumstantial consideration of the case, and
only after this can the church apply its bitter medicine in order to try to bring sinners to
repentance," the hierarch stated.
At the same time, he engaged in sharp criticism of V. Yanukovich. It was he whom he
accused of "shooting demonstrators, torturing activists, criminality on the street, frank
political cynicism and hypocrisy," noting that "all of this forced millions of people in
Ukraine and beyond its borders in recent months to change their opinion about the
former head of the Ukrainian state."

"Even now, when thanks to television and the Internet we have witnessed the crimes of
the late regime, there remain people who are prepared to justify his actions. The
incredible cruelty which was demonstrated is justified by the necessity of a supposed
correct 'civilizational choice.' 'This is of course sad,' say such advocates of violence, 'but
he did not have another way out.' Others affirm: 'Possibly he is a criminal, but he did
everything for the sake of a good end: to restore the unity of Holy Rus,'" the
metropolitan continued
Accusing even the clergy, he stated that just as soon as church hierarchs "agreed not to
notice the evil that the state was committing, this evil was ever more strengthened and
grew."
"Forgive me and other pastors of the church, that in the time when our believers were
suffering and perishing for freedom, we were not alongside them," the metropolitan said.

The Ukrainian Orthodox Church/ Moscow Patriarchate
calls upon Patriarch Kirill of Moscow & All Russia and
Putin to avoid bloodshed in Ukraine
HRWF (03.03.2014) – The acting metropolitan of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church/
Moscow Patriarchate in Kiev reacts to the new situation created in Ukraine by the Russian
troops in Crimea. Patriarch Kirill in Moscow and Putin cannot ignore his appeal if they do
not want to see the Ukrainian Orthodox Church/ Moscow Patriarchate loosening his links
with Moscow.
Orthodox church leader appeals to Moscow on behalf of Ukraine
RISO, 2 March 2014 - The acting metropolitan of the Kiev metropolitan see of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church/ Moscow Patriarchate, Metropolitan Onufry, sent a letter to
Patriarch Kirill in which he urged him "to do everything possible not to permit bloodshed
on the territory of Ukraine." This was reported by the official website of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church/ Moscow Patriarchate.
"Today Ukraine is experiencing what is without exaggeration the most difficult moment in
its modern history. After a three-months-long social and political crisis, and bloody
clashes in the very center of Kiev and the deaths of dozens of people, we face yet
another no less horrible trial.
"On 1 March from the lips of officials of the Russian federation resounded statements
about a possible invasion of Ukraine by border troops of the Russian armed forces. If this
happens, the Ukrainian and Russian peoples will be engaged in a clash that will have
catastrophic consequences for our countries.
"As locum tenens of the Kiev metropolitan see, I appeal to you, Your Holiness, to do
everything possible to prevent bloodshed on the territory of Ukraine. I ask you to lift your
voice for the preservation of the territorial integrity of the Ukrainian state.
"In this difficult hour, we are raising fervent prayers to our Lord Jesus Christ that he, by
the prayers of His Most Holy Mother, will save us from warfare between the fraternal

Russian and Ukrainian nations," the letter of the metropolitan of UPTsMP says. (tr. by
PDS, posted 2 March 2014)
Acting Primate of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church/ Moscow Patriarchate asks
Putin to prevent division of Ukraine and Church
RISO, 2 March 2014 - The acting primate of the UPTs Kiev metropolia, Metropolitan
Onufry, sent a letter to Russian President V.V. Putin. In it he recalled the words of
Patriarch Kirill, during his visit to Crimea, that the Russian and Ukrainian navies must not
view each other through rifles' sights, according to the press service of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church/ Moscow Patriarchate.
"Today our Motherland that has suffered much, which we all equally love and wish her
peace and prosperity, is facing one of its most serious challenges in all her history. After
the lengthy internal political crisis and the deaths of people, a serious occasion for
concern has been created by the grant of your Federation Council of the Federal
Assembly of the Russian Federation of the right to use the armed forces of Russia on the
territory of Ukraine. Very little separates us from slipping into the abyss from which it will
take decades to exit," the metropolitan's letter to Putin says.
"During the visit of His Holiness Patriarch Kirill to the Crimea, wise words were heard
that the navies of fraternal nations located here should never view each other through
their rifles' sights," Metropolitan Onufry recalled.
Appealing to V. Putin, he asked: "Halt people's grief; prevent the division of our
Ukrainian state and the holy church."
"Today official rhetoric is a long way from assuring the people of God who live both on
the peninsula and in all other parts of Ukraine. Careless speech can bring unpredictable
consequences and, God forbid, disaster. I call you as guarantor of the legality of a Great
Power to stand in the way of division and to not permit bloodshed and fratricide of
peoples who emerged from the same baptismal font of the Dnepr," the letter of
Metropolitan Onufry to the president of Russia says.
The text of the letter was read aloud today by Metropolitan Onufry in the Kiev Caves
Lavra. (tr. by PDS, posted 2 March 2014)
Patriarch Kirill assesses Ukraine: Patriarch Kirill asks Turchinov to eliminate
discrimination on basis of nationality in Ukraine
Interfax-Religiia, 2 March 2014 - Patriarch of Moscow and all-Rus Kirill talked on
Sunday by telephone with acting president of Ukraine Alexander Turchinov.
"On his part His Holiness Patriarch Kirill expressed deep concern in connection with
recent events in the country," the patriarchal press service reported.
In the primate's opinion, It is necessary to do everything possible so that the suffering
of people ends as quickly as possible "and so that manifestations of violence and any
discrimination on the basis of national or religious identity be eliminated." (tr. by PDS,
posted 2 March 2014)
Patriarch Kirill: Ukrainian people must determine own future themselves
without external interference
Interfax-Religiia, 2 March 2014 -

Patriarch of Moscow and all-Rus Kirill called for

preserving peace in Ukraine and the right of the people to determine their own future
themselves.
"We must not permit further polarization of society and the growth of violence against
peaceful citizens. It is necessary for the whole population to guarantee the exercise of its
rights and freedoms, including the right to participate in making fateful decisions. Those
persons in whose hand is the power are obliged to not permit violence and lawlessness.
The Ukrainian people must determine their own future themselves without external
interference," the patriarch's appeal to the acting metropolitan of the Kiev metropolitan
see, Metropolitan of Chernovitsi and Bukovina Onufry, and to all Orthodox of Ukraine
says.
"May He, Our All-merciful Father, not permit brother to go against brother or that
violence continue or that sacred objects be desecrated. Or that there be more victims in
the Ukrainian land. For this we raise joint fervent prayer," the patriarch urged, according
to a quote by the press service of the synod's Information Department.
The primate noted that none of those who live now in Ukraine should feel themselves
alien in their own home, no matter what language they speak.
"The brotherhood of the Russian, Ukrainian, and Belorussian peoples is a reality that was
won by history and by many generations of our ancestors. This reality that lives in our
hearts should determine our future, and we must not sacrifice it to short-term interests,"
he emphasized.
Patriarch Kirill recalled that today is Forgiveness Sunday, and he urged Ukrainians "to
forgive and understand one another," and he called the powers that be not to allow
violence against peaceful citizens. (tr. by PDS, posted 2 March 2014)

Appeal of the Ukrainian churches and religious
organizations on the occasion of the foreign aggression
(01.03.2014)
Dear Brothers and Sisters!
In this difficult time when military units of the Russian Federation, violating international
and bilateral agreements, entered the sovereign territory of Ukraine and the Soviet of
Federation by presentation of the President of Russia has given its permission to use
employment of the Russian troops in Ukraine – we, first of all call all of you and all the
people of the good will to solidarity with us, to prayer for Ukraine and Ukrainian nation.
We call the Russian authorities to come to senses and stop its aggression against
Ukraine, and immediately pull out Russian troops from the Ukrainian land. All the
responsibility before God and mankind for irreparable consequences fully falls on the
leadership of Russia.
There is no oppression by the language, nation and denomination in our country.
Therefore we witness that all the efforts of the Russian propaganda to represent all the
events in Ukraine as “fascist coup de tat” and “extremists’ victory” do not correspond to
reality absolutely.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Russia!
The Ukrainian people have only friendly, fraternal feelings toward the Russian people. Do
not believe the propaganda that enflames hostility between us. We want and we will
continue to build friendly and fraternal relations with Russia but only as a sovereign and
independent state.
We appeal to the international community, to the countries-guarantors of the security of
Ukraine – the United States of America and Great Britain, to the European Union, to the
United Nations and OSCE: stop foreign invasion into Ukraine and brutal interference into
our internal affairs! Undermining of peace and stability in Ukraine threatens to destroy
all the modern system of the world security. Therefore all the measures should be used
to stop breaking up of the war in Ukraine.
Brothers and Sisters!
Churches and religious organizations of Ukraine are with the Ukrainian people. We know
for sure: God is not in might, but He is in the truth. The truth in on the side of the
Ukrainian people. Therefore we shall win.
May the Lord protect all of us!
·
Patriarch Filaret (Denysenko), Primate of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the
Kyivan Patriarchate;
·
Archbishop Sviatoslav (Shevchuk), Primate of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church;
·
Viacheslav Nesteruk, Chairman of the Evangelical Baptist Union of Ukraine;
·
Senior Bishop Mykhailo Panochko, the Church of Christians of Evangelical Faith
of Ukraine;
·
Victor Alekseenko, Head of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Ukraine;
·
Senior Bishop Leonid Padun, the Ukrainian Christian Evangelical Church;
·
Bishop Vyacheslav Horpynchuk, Ukrainian Lutheran Church;
·
Rabbi Jacob Dov Bleich, the Chief Rabbi of Kiev and Ukraine and United Jewish
religious organizations in Ukraine.
HRWF Footnote: Note that the Ukrainian Orthodox Church/ Moscow Patriarchate

A kamikaze interim government has been appointed
From a pro-EU protest to an anti-dictatorship revolution and an anti-corruption
Maidan
By Willy Fautré
HRWF (28.02.2014) - A new Ukraine is being delivered in pain, happiness and sadness.
About a hundred people lost their lives because they wanted their country to turn to the
EU instead of Russia. Everything started with a protest against the sudden refusal of
Yanukovych to sign an association agreement with the EU and against an alternative deal
with Moscow. Day after day, week after week, month after month, this movement grew
up as a revolution against the dictatorship of Yanukovych who did not hesitate to order
his police, his anti-terrorist forces and his titushkis to shoot and kill his citizens:
Ukrainians killing other Ukrainians! No u-turn was then any more possible by any of the
conflicting parties. Someone had to win and someone to lose.

The Maidan movement now wants more than the overthrow of Yanukovych and his
regime. Ukrainians now want to try him as a mass murderer and a high level thief.
Ukrainians now refuse the come-back in their future government of any political veteran
suspected of corruption in the past and they are all suspected... Ukrainians want to be
led by a new generation of "clean" politicians guided by high level moral values.
Their expectations might be too high. Revolutionary ideals are often almost of a spiritual
nature and reject any form of accommodation with some realities as unacceptable
compromises. Experience and professionalism are needed in a situation of turbulent
regime change and deep crisis, especially when the coffers of the state have been
emptied by their former leaders and when the sovereignty and the territorial integrity of
the country are threatened by a powerful neighbor.
The new government appointed this 27th February afternoon is in a suicidal position. It
will have to take unpopular measures as "about $70 billion has been withdrawn from
Ukraine's financial system to offshore accounts over the last three years by Yanukovych
regime", according to PM Yatseniuk. "Now it's clear that they withdrew the funds that
were raised as loans under state guarantees and stolen by representatives of the
previous government," he said from the parliament's rostrum.
Who are the members of the transition government?
Human Rights Without Frontiers did some research about the ministers who were
appointed by the parliament.
Prime Minister - Arseniy Yatseniuk (ex-foreign minister)
Yatseniuk, who is 39 years old, was previously the parliamentary leader of the AllUkrainian Union "Fatherland" (Batkivshchyna), the same party as former Prime Minister
Yulia Tymoshenko, recently released from prison. His own party merged with Fatherland
in 2013. He has previously served as acting central bank chief, foreign minister,
economy minister, chairman of parliament, and deputy head of the Presidential
Administration under Viktor Yushchenko. Before his political career he was a lawyer in
his home town of Chernivtski, near the Ukrainian border with Romania and Moldova.
Deputy Prime Minister on European Union integration - Borys Tarasiuk (exforeign minister)
Tarasiuk has had a lengthy career as a foreign minister and is a supporter of Ukrainian
integration with the European Union. He previously served as deputy of foreign minister
from 1992-1995; Ambassador to Belgium, Luxembourg and The Netherlands; Ukrainian
representative to NATO from 1995-1998; Foreign Minister from 1998-2000 and again
from 2005-2007. He was the subject of some controversy late in 2007 and was formally
dismissed by Parliament on 1st December 2007. Tarasiuk also founded the Institute for
Euro-Atlantic Cooperation, a political action committee created to campaign for NATO and
EU memberships in Ukraine.
Deputy Prime Minister on Humanitarian Policy - Olga Bohomolets
Olha Bohomolets, a physician who rocketed to fame and popularity by treating
EuroMaidan victims during Ukraine's three-month-old revolution, proved to be a more
popular choice for deputy prime minister of humanitarian affairs. She pledged to cleanse
government of corruption or quit. "If I see any corrupt schemes, I will come to Maidan
and will head Maidan's medical service again," Bohomolets said.
Deputy Prime Minister on Regional Development
(Vinnytsia mayor)

- Volodymyr Hroisman

Thirty-six-year old Hroisman has served as Mayor of Vinnytsia, southwest of Kiev, since
2006. He was elected at the age of 28 with the support of over 77% of voters. He also
serves as the Vice President of the Association of Cities of Ukraine and the Society on
Housing and Communal Services. In December 2013 Hroisman attended Euromaidan
protests in Vinnytsia with his family to show his support.
Justice Minister - Pavlo Petrenko
Petrenko began working as the chief legal consultant of the National Savings Bank of
Ukraine from 2001-2005. He practiced law privately from 2006-2010. Petrenko has
been involved in the Front for Change Party, which was under Arseniy Yatseniuk's
leadership, since 2009 and acted as their legal counsel. Petrenko was elected in 2010 as
a member of the Kiev Regional Council and a member of the permanent commission of
legality, rule of law, and anti-corruption. In 2012 he was elected to the Verkhovna Rada,
listed as a member of the Fatherland Party, although he was still chief of the law
department of the Front for Change.
Minister of Finance - Oleksandr Shlapak
Shlapak is a former banker. Born in Irkutsk, Siberia, Russia, Shlapak studied in Lviv and
stayed there after his studies. His past positions include Deputy Economic Minister, head
of the Ministry of Economy regarding European integration, Deputy Chief of the National
Bank of Ukraine, Head of State Treasury, socio-economical services chief under
Yuschenko. He was critical of Yanukovich's lack of action in matters of housing and
wages.
Minister of Economy -Pavlo Sheremeta
Sheremeta is the President of the Kyiv School of Economics since 2012. He is also Vice
Chair of the World Economic Forum's Global Agenda Council on Ukraine, columnist for
Forbes Ukraine, and he has co-hosted a TV program on business and economy. He has
studied in various institutions including Emory University in Atlanta, USA, and Harvard
University, as well as Lviv State University and elsewhere. He was ranked among the
Top 15 Best Managers in Ukraine by Companion Magazine in 2006.
Minister of Foreign Affairs - Andriy Deshchytsia
Andrei Deshchytsia has had a long career in diplomacy in Ukraine. He has represented
Ukraine in embassies in Poland and Finland, served as Senior Coordinator of the PolishAmerican-Ukrainian Initiative in Ukraine, and Ambassador to Finland and Iceland, as well
as Ambassador at large and special representative of the head of the OSCE for dispute
mitigation.
Minister of Culture - Yevhen Nischuk
Nischuk is a successful actor who was involved in Euromaidan as well as the Orange
Revolution. He has been called the "Voice of Maidan." Nischuk said that he has not
participated in any protests from 2004 until 2013. He has accompanied top government
officials in representing Ukraine in Days of Ukrainian Culture in Georgia, Azerbaijan,
Kazakhstan, Germany, Poland, and elsewhere.
Minister of Health - Oleh Musiy
Oleh Musiy was the protesters' chief medic in Maidan.
Minister of Sports and Youth - Dmytro Bulatov

Dmytro Bulatov was the leader of Automaidan, a group of several hundred car owners
founded in late November to support Ukraine's European integration and counter the
violence and unlawful actions unleashed by authorities against pro-EU demonstrators in
their two-month standoff with authorities. Mr. Bulatov was kidnapped and tortured in
January by a group of unknown men.
Minister of Interior - Arsen Avakov
Avakov is of Armenian descent. He was born into a military family in the Kirovskiy district
of Baku, Azerbaijan. He studied engineering and began his political career in Kharkiv. He
was closely tied to President Yushchenko until 2010 when he left the "Our Ukraine" party
and joined Tymoshenko's "Batkivshchyna" or "Fatherland" where he became the chair of
the Kharkiv regional organization of the party. Avakov was charged on 31 January 2012
with illegally transferring land and he was put on the international wanted list of Interpol
in 2012. He was later arrested in Italy, returning to Ukraine only after being elected as
an MP later that year.
Minister of Cabinet of Ministers - Ostap Semerak
Semerak was born and completed his undergraduate studies in Lviv. He received a
master's degree in political science from the Kiev Mohyla Academy in 1998. He served as
Head of the PDP faction "Center of Reforms" in the Verkhovna Rada (Parliament) from
1997-2002, Head of the Secretariat of the faction "Our Ukraine" in Parliament from 20022005, and Head of Secretariat faction "Reforms and Order" in the Parliament from 20052006. After that, he became Deputy Governor on matters of domestic policy and public
relations in the Kyiv Regional State Administration. He has served as the People's
Deputy of the Verkhovna Rada of the sixth convocation representing the Tymoshenko
Block, and he has been a member of the Budget Committee since November 2007.
Minister of Energy - Yury Prodan
Prodan has had a successful career in energy working for various companies, serving as
Head of the National Commission for Regulation of Electro-energetics of Ukraine, Head of
the chief administration of fuel, energy, and energy efficiency of Kiev, and Deputy
Director of Fuel and Energy. He was also an advisor to Victor Yushchenko and in 2007
was appointed as Deputy Secretary of the Council of National Security and Defense. He
served in the cabinet of Yulia Tymoshenko as Minister of Fuel and Energy from 20072010.
Minister of Education - Serhiy Kvit (president of Kyiv Mohyla Academy)
Kvit has been the president of the National University "Kiev-Mohilyan Academy" since
2007 where he had been a professor since 2001 and had served as director of the
Mahilyan school of Journalism. Before his work at Mohilyan he was docent of the Kyiv
National University - Shevchenko Institute of Journalism and the chief editor of the
magazine "Ukrainian Problems." He has also been a member of the National Commission
on Freedom of Speech under the President of Ukraine since 2006 and has been the
President of the Center for Media Reforms since 2002.
Secretary of National Security and Defence Council - Andriy Parubiy; deputy,
Viktoria Siumar
Andriy Parubiy was a lawmaker and security chief for the protesters. In 1995 he founded
the Social-National Party of Ukraine, which has evolved into the current Svoboda Party.
While he currently claims to be politically independent, he was elected to Parliament as a
member of Yushchenko's "Our Ukraine" party in 2007, becoming a member of its Political
Council, only to leave the party because of "diverging views" and to join Tymoshenko's

"Fatherland" Party before his reelection in 2012. Parubiy was a leader in the Euromaidan
protests.
Viktoria Siumar is a journalist. She was a professor at the National University - T.
Shevchenko's Institute of Journalism from 2008-2010. She is a member of the
monitoring committee of the "New Ukraine" School of Journalism. Siumar also served on
the council of the Maidan People's Union which was founded in December 2013.
Minister of Agriculture - Oleksandr Myrny
Myrny is a businessman and owner of "Agros-Vista", an agricultural company. As a
member of the Svoboda Party he was elected to the Khmelnits regional legislature in
2010 and the Parliament in 2012. He is the vice chair of the Parliamentary Committee on
fuel and energy complex, nuclear policy and nuclear safety.
Minister of Defense - Admiral Igor Teniukh
Admiral Igor Teniukh was appointed Commander in Chief of the Navy of the Armed
Forces of Ukraine. In 2002, Admiral Teniukh occupied the position of Commander of the
Joined Black Sea Group of Naval Cooperation "Blackseafor". He then occupied position of
Deputy Chief of General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine from November 2005.
Anti-Corruption Bureau - Tetyana Chornovol
Muckraking journalist Tetyana Chornovol had investigated top politicians. She was a
major leader in the Euromaidan protests and was badly beaten on 25th December 2013
after publishing an article about an expensive home being built by Vitaliy Zakharchenko,
then Minister of Internal Affairs.
Committee on Lustration - Yehor Sobolev
Sovolev is a journalist and Euromaidan activist. He grew up in Russia and moved to
Ukraine in 1995 after completing a degree in history and sociology. He was a television
anchor from 2005-2006. Since 2006 he has served as editor of the magazine
"Correspondent" as well as being the leader of the social organization "For professional
journalism." Sobolev served on the council of the Maidan People's Union in the protests
of the Ukrainian Revolution of 2013-2014.

Russian flag on Crimean Parliament building in
Simferopol
See pictures of demonstrations in Ukraine at http://qha.com.ua/en
HRWF (27.02.2014) - According to the Crimean News Agency, participants in a protest
demonstration organized by pro-Russian organizations in Crimea have put a Russian flag
on the Crimean Parliament building in Simferopol, according to Interfax-Ukraine.
As the flag pole for the Ukrainian and Crimean flags is located on the rooftop, the
demonstrators attached the Russian flag to the letters on the building's facade.
Protesters are calling for ignoring what they see as illegal resolutions by the new
Ukrainian authorities.

A group of protesters blocked the central entrance to the Crimean parliament, and so
lawmakers and secretariat workers had to leave the building through side exits.
On 25 February, about 300 Pro-Russian activists gathered at Crimean Parliament in
Simferopol protesting against newly elected government in Kyiv, declaring it illegitimate.
Activists required all-Crimean poll on status of Crimea.
According to Interfax-Ukraine, Crimean Parliament Speaker Volodymyr Konstantynov has
described as misleading reports in some media that it is planned to take radical decisions
at an extraordinary plenary meeting of parliament, even as far as Crimea's secession
from Ukraine, the press center of the Crimean Supreme Council reported on Wednesday.
"The Crimean parliament is not raising the question of Crimea's secession from Ukraine.
This is a provocation aimed at discrediting the autonomy's Supreme Council and
depriving it of its legitimacy. Unfortunately, this provocation was organized and
supported by the Makiyivka team in the Crimean government, which, for the sake of
keeping power, is ready to sacrifice social and political stability on the peninsula," he
said.
"Residents of Crimea! Compatriots! Crimea is our common home! Peace at home is in our
hands! Do not yield to provocations! In this situation, keep calm and be prudent in your
actions," Konstantynov said.

Ukraine must prosecute the perpetrators of
demonstration deaths
Amnesty International (26.02.2014) - All those responsible for the deaths of more than
100 people killed during the anti-government protests in Ukraine must be brought to
justice, said Amnesty International today.
The call comes as plans were announced to disband the riot police unit that was allegedly
responsible for the excessive force used against protesters.
"Moves to disband the riot police must not be used to allow the perpetrators of crimes off
the hook. The Ukrainian authorities must not shirk their responsibility," said Heather
McGill, Amnesty International's Ukraine researcher.
"Each and every allegation must be investigated promptly, effectively and independently
and any police officers found to be responsible must face criminal prosecution."
In a separate move, on Tuesday the Ukrainian parliament passed a declaration accepting
the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court and called for the prosecution of
former president Viktor Yanukovych.
Amnesty International believes that every effort must be made to ensure prosecutions in
domestic courts in the first instance.
"Any approach to the ICC must be complementary to investigations and trials held in
domestic courts. There can be no selective justice. The new government must
demonstrate its ability to investigate human rights violations and to hold all those
responsible to account in domestic courts. Justice begins at home," said Heather McGill.

"Those in power now must avoid the pitfalls of the previous government and remember
what drove hundreds of thousands of Ukrainians onto the streets in November 2013 - a
desire for human rights, the rule of law and an end to impunity."
The Council of Europe has proposed an Independent Advisory Panel to oversee
investigations. Amnesty International applauds this initiative and calls on the Ukrainian
authorities to support the move.
It is clear that some protesters resorted to violence. However, the organization has
documented many cases of peaceful protesters and bystanders being beaten and
traumatically wounded by riot police officers.
It is estimated that as many as 800 people were wounded during the demonstrations
which started in November 2013.
Iryna Rabchenyuk, a peaceful bystander, was beaten by a riot police officer on 1
December 2013. The officer struck her once in the face with a baton causing traumatic
injuries including a complex fracture of the nose, and possibly permanent loss of sight in
one eye. Iryna Rabchenyuk and hundreds like her deserve justice.
Amnesty International has also documented several cases of peaceful protesters being
attacked by pro-government vigilante groups. These groups, widely alleged to have links
with the security forces, must be brought under control and prosecuted for their actions.
"The long-standing culture of impunity for police abuses must come to an end. Ukraine
urgently needs an independent mechanism to investigate allegations of human rights
violations by the police," said Heather McGill.

22 February: Yanukovych's regime has been overthrown
HRWF (23.02.2014) - Saturday's key points


Ukraine's parliament voted to oust President Viktor Yanukovych as opposition took
effective control of the capital, Kiev



Opposition leader Yulia Tymoshenko addressed crowds in Kiev after being freed
from hospital where she was under prison guard



Parliament elected Oleksandr Turchynov, an ally of Yulia Tymoshenko, as the new
speaker



Mr Yanukovych appeared on TV, branded events in Kiev as a "coup" and refused
to step down



New elections were set by parliament for 25 May



Leaders of mainly Russian-speaking regions in east Ukraine said they are taking
control of their territories until "constitutional order" is restored in Kiev.

Yanukovych, the luxury residence and the money trail
that leads to London
HRWF (23.02.2014) - The article that follows was published in 2012 on the
website of oD Russia where pictures of his residence can be viewed
(http://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/serhij-leschenko/yanukovychluxury-residence-and-money-trail-that-leads-to-london).
See video at http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/news-video/video-alook-inside-yankovichs-life-of-luxury/article17053728/
When Viktor Yanukovych came to power in 2010, he announced that preparations for
football's Euro 2012 would be one of his priorities. And the main source of funding for the
championship was to be his country's exchequer. Money that could have been used to
build hospitals would go instead to stadiums and motorways.
The first thing built by the state owned road construction company was a mini motorway
on the outskirts of Kyiv. In a country whose roads generally resemble tank ranges, the
appearance of a highway with a beautifully smooth surface was bound to attract
attention. Official sources hastened to explain that it was built as part of the preparations
for Euro 2012.
The only thing is that the road is not part of any transport network linking Ukraine with
Europe. Officials used money destined for Euro 2012 to build instead a road linking the
capital with Mezhyhirya, President Yanukovych's private residence, which has become the
symbol of Ukrainian corruption in high places.
Experts estimate the cost of Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych's new private
residence at 75 - 100m dollars. For most of his career he was a public servant or
parliament deputy, where his salary never exceeded 2000 US dollars per month.
Mezhyhirya's history echoes that of the country
The Mezhyhirya residence was built in the Soviet period on the site of a monastery that
had stood there since the 14th century before being destroyed by the Bolsheviks. The
Soviet regime, under which Ukraine lived for 70 years, tried to provide for all its leaders'
needs. Top communists were rewarded with a package that included a house in the
country - a so-called 'dacha'. Mezhyhirya, which was at the disposal of the leader of the
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, fell into this category.
After Ukrainian independence the building was used to accommodate foreign delegations,
but when in 2002 Viktor Yanukovych was appointed Prime Minister and moved to Kyiv
from industrial Donetsk he decided he would like to live at Mezhyhiriya. Initially he
rented it, but the Orange Revolution brought a fall in his living standards - a terrible
thing for Post-Soviet Man. The new government, headed by president Yushchenko and
PM Tymoshenko, evicted him from his home.
But a year later, after the fall of the Orange dream team, Yanukovych returned to the
post of Prime Minister and secured the right to Move back into Mezhyhiriya, which was
still government property. And another year later, in 2007, when he left his post, he took
the house with him.
In Yanukovych's final weeks as Prime Minister, his government illegally privatised
Mezhyhiriya. No money was paid to the state for its sale; instead, a couple of semiderelict buildings in Kyiv were handed over in return (they have continued to fall down
ever since).

Mezhyhiriya, meanwhile, was acquired, without any competitive tendering process, by a
Donetsk company called 'MedInvestTraid', which immediately resold it and a few years
later filed for bankruptcy. Was someone covering their tracks?
In 2009, after an unsuccessful bid to create a political alliance with Viktor Yanukovych,
Yulia Tymoshenko tried to return Mezhyhiriya to state ownership, but nothing came of it.
MPs from Yanukovych's party removed all the documents relating to the sale from the
government departments involved.
The new residence of president Viktor Yanukovych is decorated with imported natural
marble, Italian crystal and precious woods.
And a few months later Yanukovych became president, and could stop worrying about it.
Especially since he had managed to register the deeds of the property in the name of
several European companies, one of them British.
What is Mezhyhiriya?
Yanukovych is now the proud occupier of 137 hectares (340 acres) of land on the banks
of the river Dnieper. This is an area a little smaller than the principality of Monaco, which
occupies 195 hectares. On the other hand, the population of the principality is 30,000,
whereas the sultanate of Mezhyhiriya has but one single inhabitant.
The period after Viktor Yanukovych's inauguration was 'the golden age' of Mezhyhiriya.
All the buildings constructed in the Soviet period, where the Communist leaders had
lived, were demolished. In their place rose a five storey palace of log and stone.
Once, Viktor Yanukovych even had an opportunity to boast about his property. On a visit
to Berlin in 2010, he was speaking to an audience of local intellectuals and, wishing to
pay a compliment to his host nation, he told them had imported German craftsmen to
construct his estate and was very pleased with their work.
The mansion itself, crowned with a roof of pure copper, was built by the Finnish company
Honka, the world leader in the construction of log buildings of all kinds. Apparently
Yanukovych's home is the largest wooden structure ever built by Honka, and the
company even wanted to nominate it for inclusion in the Guinness Book of Records. But
its owner declined this honour.
The royal
when its
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scale of the residence played, however, a bad joke on the president last winter,
heating system could not cope with the coldest weather for six years. The
was left freezing in his drawing room, where the temperature refused to rise
degrees Centigrade.

Legends are being created about the presidential compound. Among independent
Ukrainian journalists there is an unspoken competition as to who will first publish photos
of this monument to national corruption.
The sheer scale of Mezhyhiriya is mindboggling. The Ukrainian Customs and Excise
Department's database lists details of fixtures and fittings imported for its
embellishment. Each of the mansion's Lebanese cedar doors cost $64,000. Three sets of
wooden panelling for staircases came in at $200,000, wall panelling for the winter garden
at $328,000, and cladding for a neoclassical column and parapet for a flight of steps at
$430,000. In the course of one and a half years the overall cost of fittings imported for
Mezhyhiriya was $9,416,000.

The price of the chandeliers in Viktor Yanukovych's new residence has shocked
Ukrainians. In a country where 35% of the population live under poverty line, spending
100 000 dollars on each individual chandelier seems excessive, to say the least.
The grounds around the house have been laid out as a formal park, with decorative
planting and water features. The 'Ukrainska Pravda' newspaper, which has been following
the Mezhyhiriya story for three years, recently published shocking photos of one of the
estate's features - a landing stage and pavilion on the bank of the Dnieper. Inside there
is a stage and karaoke equipment - Viktor Yanukovych likes to spend summer evenings
relaxing here. The photos show a building decorated in gold paint, with a marble floor - a
kind of mini Versailles. On specialist websites one can also find photos of a gilt and
crystal chandelier that hangs in the pavilion. It cost $100,000.
For a more exotic presidential leisure experience, Mezhyhiriya has its own private zoo,
where one can admire not only local forest fauna but also ostriches and even kangaroos,
imported specially for the president's pleasure. A few years ago, however, this led to a
catastrophe when one kangaroo escaped while being fed, and another died of pneumonia
- they're not used to temperatures of -15 in Australia.
The compound also includes facilities for more active leisure. An eighteen-hole golf
course, visible on satellite photos, is under construction. It has been designed and built
by French specialists, at a cost of 2-3 million dollars.
The president is also very fond of horses, and is having a riding club with an indoor
exercise space built. Foreign politicians who want to cultivate Yanukovych's friendship the presidents of Poland and Turkmenistan, for example - give him gifts of horses.
Finnish company Honka were in charge of construction on Yanukovych's house. During
one of his visits to Germany, the Ukrainian President himself praised the German
specialists working on the site for the high quality of their work.
Viktor Yanukovych can also enliven his work days at Mezhyhiriya with a game of tennis
or ten pin bowling, or a session at his underground shooting range. The president is a
keen hunter, and has acquired another estate near Mezhyhiriya to satisfy this passion.
Another peculiarity of the president is his fear of being poisoned. Because of this he has
had greenhouses built in his compound, designed to mimic twenty climatic zones. The
idea is that anything Yanukovych wants to eat can be brought to his table directly from
his own farm.
Mezhyhiriya continues to expand. Last summer saw the completion of a yacht club, a
garage complex for the president's collection of 70 cars and a helicopter pad and hangar.
This aircraft is, in fact, the subject of a separate tale of corruption. The president's
administration rented a helicopter for him from Blythe Associates Inc., a company
registered in the British Virgin Islands which used to be a shareholder in the Austrian
company that is Mezhyhiriya's official owner. In other words, Viktor Yanukovych has
evidently been unable to think of anything better than to organise himself a personal
helicopter out of public funds.
The poor Ukrainian president
Viktor Yanukovych spent his entire working life as a government official, and his wife is a
pensioner. Before he was elected president he received a Ukrainian MP's salary,
equivalent to up to $2,000 a month. He has no official income to explain this level of
expenditure. To buy one door for his residence for $64,000, he would have had to put by
three years' worth of salary, without even allowing for living expenses.

Admittedly, Yanukovych's latest tax return put his income somewhat higher. It turns out
that last year, on top of his salary, he received $2,000,000 from a Donetsk publisher for
an as yet unpublished, and indeed unwritten, book of memoirs. Given that his previous
foray into literature was a fiasco - he was accused of plagiarism and the book removed
from the shelves - it is not surprising that this large fee was immediately interpreted as a
means of laundering the president's shadier sources of income.
In Ukraine, which occupies 152-nd place (out of 182) in global corruption listings, such
facts about Yanukovych do not even raise an eyebrow. Corruption is endemic in the
whole power vertical, from traffic policeman to government minister. That is why there
was no public outcry at ex-Premier Yulia Tymoshenko's seven year prison sentence. Her
reputation is as stained by corruption scandals as Yanukovych's.
From the president's lifestyle it is clear that he has hidden sources of income. Viktor
Yanukovych realised that it would be impossible to explain away his enormous
expenditure on Mezhyhiriya, so the deeds to the property were officially registered to
third parties and quietly squirrelled away in European tax havens.
Officially, Mezhyhiriya belongs to the Donetsk firm 'Tantalit'. Its director is a complete
unknown by the name of Pavel Litovchenko, a former employee of Yanukovych's elder
son. And, as Yanukovych's younger son once let slip by mistake, Mr Litvichenko is now
the president's family lawyer.
'Tantalit' was set up and is 99.97% owned by an Austrian company, Euro East
Beteilungs GmbH. After that the trail leads to the UK. The Austrian firm is 100% owned
by a British company, Blythe (Europe) Ltd, with a registered address in London, at
Formations House, 29 Harvey Street. Here, for a small sum of money, you can set up a
'front' company. The Russian speaking staff explain that post-Soviet oligarchs and
officials also like using the UK as a cover for their dodgy income.
After London, the Mezhyhiriya trail leads to the pocket principality of Lichtenstein. All the
shares of Blythe (Europe) Ltd belong to the Lichtenstein based P&A Corporate Services
Trust. Blythe (Europe) Ltd also crops up in relation to Yanukovych's hunting grounds near
his residence. This enormous tract of forest, 300 square kilometres in area and home to
wild boar and elk, is still formally the property of the state, but Viktor Yanukovych built
himself a palatial hunting lodge there.
The entire property constitutes 140 hectares of valuable land which lies alongside the
Dnieper river.
It too belongs to Blythe (Europe) Ltd. After that the whole hunting ground was
surrounded by an anti-tank trench and patrolled by armed guards working for
Yanukovych's family. No one can go into the forest any more. Journalists from Ukrainian
TV's Channel 5 recently decided to have a picnic in the forest, as an experiment. They
had not gone 100 metres before finding themselves continuing their afternoon under the
watchful eye of armed special forces.
The story of Viktor Yanukovych and his residence highlights a paradox. Having
completely rejected such European values as human rights and democracy, the Ukrainian
president uses Europe as a place to hide his dirty money with impunity. European leaders
who are critical of Yanukovych could put pressure on him through his European assets deeds, not words. Oddly enough, that was once the slogan of the Orange revolution in
Ukraine, which for a brief moment put Ukraine back on the road to democracy.

The luxury life of former General Attorney Pshonka
Pshonka, tax minister Klymenko tried to flee Ukraine, barred from leaving
See pictures: http://news.am/eng/news/195734.html
Kyiv Post (22.02.2014) - Ukraine's State Border Service says that former Prosecutor
General Viktor Pshonka and former Income and Tax Minister Oleksandr Klymenko have
made an attempt to flee Ukraine.
"Following law enforcement agencies' instructions, the State Border Service barred
citizens Pshonka and Klymenko, who were identified by border guards at the Donetsk
Avia checkpoint, from leaving the country," State Border Service spokesman Serhiy
Astakhov told Interfax-Ukraine on Saturday evening.
The bodyguards of Pshonka and Klymenko resisted to the border guards in the airport's
VIP lounge, which let the two leave the airport's building.
They did not make a second attempt to fly from Ukraine, thus they should be in the
country now, Astakhov said.

26 things found in Yanukovych's compound that make
him look even worse
Global Post (22.02.2014) - It has been a big day for Ukraine, and that's an
understatement.
After months of anti-government protests, President Viktor Yanukovych fled his Kyiv
residence on Saturday and was finally impeached.
Here's something that's not an understatement: what he left behind.
Protesters had their run of the presidential compound on Saturday, and hereafter is a
selection of what they found: See
http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/politics/world-leaders/140222/insideyanukovych-compound-mezhyhirya-kyiv

The EU should not miss this new opportunity to attract
Ukraine westward
By Willy Fautré
HRWF (22.02.2014) - Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovich and the foreign ministers of
France, Germany and Poland signed an agreement to end three days of bloody violence
between anti-government protesters and security forces.
President Viktor Yanukovych also signed a deal with the opposition leaders to try to end
the political crisis in the country: restoration of the 2004 constitution within 48 hours,

formation of a national unity government within ten days, electoral reform and
presidential elections by the end of the year and constitutional.
Alongside the political changes, the police will be reformed and the whole apparatus of
repression will be dismantled. Corrupt prosecutors and judges will have to be replaced.
It is now up to Brussels to draw the lessons from its failed neighbourhood policy in
Ukraine these last few years and to quickly capitalize on the new political situation. A
new generation of Ukrainians wants to share the values of the European Union, to
develop their economy and to live in a democratic country with fair elections and without
corruption. There is now a unique opportunity for the EU to attract Ukraine. It should not
be missed again. The EU must quickly send a first strong signal to the Ukrainians, and
especially the youth, such as the promise of a visa-free regime, but more concrete steps
will need to be done. The more the Ukrainians will have opportunities to travel to EU
countries and not to Russia, where they do not need a visa, the closer the Ukrainians will
move to the EU.

Ukraine protests timeline
BBC (20.02.2014) - Ukraine's capital, Kiev, has seen the deadliest clashes since protests
first began in November 2013.
The demonstrations started when President Viktor Yanukovych backed out of a planned
association agreement with the European Union.
Pro-Western protesters took to the streets to try and force the president to reverse his
decision - and then attempted to force him out of office.
Since then, the president has alternated between attempting to forcibly clear the
protesters - who Russia says are supported by Western governments - and offering
concessions.
The BBC looks back at the key moments leading up to the crisis:
February 2014
20 February: A truce agreed the previous day is short-lived. Central Kiev sees the worst
violence yet, with more than 20 protesters reported killed by security forces, and another
policeman dying. Witnesses spoke of some demonstrators dying from single gunshot
wounds, indicating sniper fire. Three European Union foreign ministers fly in to try to
broker a deal; Russia announces it is sending an envoy.
18 February: At least 18 people, including seven policemen, are killed. Protesters take
back control of Kiev's city hall. Riot police encircle Independence Square, where some
25,000 protesters remain.
16 February: Protesters evacuate Kiev city hall after occupying the building since 1
December, along with other public buildings in the regions. A day later arrested
protesters are granted amnesty.
14 February: All 234 protesters who have been arrested since December are released but
charges against them remain.
January 2014

29 January: Parliament passes an amnesty bill promising to drop charges against all
those arrested during the unrest, if protesters leave government buildings. The
opposition rejects its conditions.
28 January: As pressure mounts, Ukraine's Prime Minister Mykola Azarov resigns and
parliament annuls the anti-protest law.
24 January: Protestors begin storming regional government officesin Western Ukraine.
22 January: The unrest turns deadly for the first time as two people diefrom gunshot
wounds after clashes with police. The body of a high profile activist, Yuriy Verbytsky, is
found the next day in a forest after he was reportedly abducted earlier in the week.
16 January: Ukraine's parliament passes restrictive anti-protest laws, which opponents
call "draconian".
December 2013
17 December: After talks with President Viktor Yanukovich, Russian leader Vladimir Putin
throws Ukraine an economic lifeline, agreeing to buy $15bn of Ukrainian debt and to
reduce the price of Russian gas supplies to Ukraine by about a third.
14 December: Rival pro-government protests are held in Independence Square, but with
far fewer numbers. A thin line of riot police separates both sides.
8 December: The largest demonstration yet sees 800,000 people attend a protest in
Kiev.
1 December: Protesters occupy Kiev city hall and Independence Square in dramatic style.
They turn the square into a tent city.
November 2013
30 November: Police launch their first raid on protesters, arresting 35. Images of injured
protesters spread quickly in the media, raising the international profile of the protests.
24 November: Protests gather pace, with 100,000 people attending a demonstration in
Kiev. It is the largest protest in Ukraine since the Orange Revolution.
21 November: President Viktor Yanukovych's cabinet announces that they
are abandoning an agreement that would strengthen trade ties with the EU, and will
instead seek closer co-operation with Russia. Ukrainian MPs also reject a bill that would
have allowed jailed opposition leader Yulia Tymoshenko to leave the country. Protests
begin that same night, with only several hundred present at first, but already
comparisons with the Orange Revolution begin to be made.
2010
February: Viktor Yanukovych is declared the winner in presidential election. His main
rival, Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, refuses to accept the result, alleging fraud. She
was arrested soon afterwards on what she calls politically motivated charges.
2004
December: Opposition candidate Viktor Yushchenko tops poll in election re-run. Rival
candidate Viktor Yanukovych challenges result but resigns as prime minister.

November: The Orange Revolution - an official count claims that pro-Russian candidate
Viktor Yanukovych has won the presidential election, but Western and other independent
observers report widespread vote rigging. Opposition candidate Viktor Yushchenko
launches campaign of mass street protests and civil disobedience, with the colour orange
adopted as a symbol by the protesters. The Supreme Court annuls result of poll.
1991
August: Ukrainian parliament declares independence from the USSR following an
attempted coup in Moscow. 90% vote for independence in a nationwide referendum in
December.

Ukraine crisis: Police storm main Kiev 'Maidan' protest
camp
Police are storming the main protest camp in Ukraine's capital, Kiev, which has
been occupied since November.
BBC (19.02.2104) - Explosions are taking place, fireworks are being thrown and large
fires have broken out in Independence Square.
On Tuesday at least 18 people were killed, including seven policemen, in the worst
violence seen in weeks.
President Viktor Yanukovych blamed the violence on opposition leaders, but said it was
still "not too late to stop the conflict".
He was speaking after a late-night meeting with opposition figures Vitaly Klitschko and
Arseniy Yatsenyuk.
Mr Klitschko, who leads the Udar (Punch) party, told Ukraine's Hromadske TV that the
president had given the protesters only one option, leave the Maidan and go home.
'Island of freedom'
Security forces had given protesters a deadline of 18:00 local time (16:00 GMT) to leave
Independence Square, the scene of a mostly peaceful protest camp since November.
The city's metro service was completely shut down, and there were reports that cars
were being prevented from coming in to the capital.
Then shortly before 18:00 GMT, police announced over loudspeakers that they were
about to begin "an anti-terror operation".
They advanced with an armoured vehicle, dismantling barricades and firing stun
grenades and water cannon.
Protesters threw fireworks and petrol bombs, and lit fires to block off police. Many tents
have been burned but it was unclear whether there had been casualties.
Late on Tuesday, the police tried to break through a barricade from the Evropeyska
Square, but the attack was repelled.

In a renewed assault shortly after 04:00 local time on Wednesday (02:00 GMT), the
police tried to move on the protesters' tents near the main monument on the square.
A number of tents were set ablaze, and the police reportedly again began using water
cannon.
In speeches from the main stage, protest leaders urged people already on the Maidan to
stand firm, and called on Ukrainians elsewhere to come to the square.
"This is an island of freedom and we will defend it," said Mr Klitschko.
Mr Yatsenyuk, who heads the Fatherland party, appealed to President Yanukovych to
"stop the bloodshed and call a truce".
Pro-EU protesters demanded his resignation and snap elections.
After weeks of unrest, the mood had calmed in recent days, but people remained on the
streets.
Earlier on Tuesday, police blocked protesters from marching on parliament, where MPs
had been due to debate proposed changes to the constitution which would have reduced
the powers of the president.
The debate did not take place. Mr Yatsenyuk said President Yanukovych was blocking the
reforms and that his allies "show no desire whatsoever to end the political crisis".
But MPs who support the president said the proposals had not been thoroughly
discussed, and that more time was needed.
Some protesters outside parliament ripped up cobblestones to throw at police. Police
fired stun and smoke grenades, and rubber bullets. Correspondents say it was unclear
what sparked the latest violence, with each side blaming the other.
Protesters also attacked the headquarters of President Yanukovych's Party of the
Regions, temporarily smashing their way in and setting it on fire before being forced out
by police.
Police said late on Tuesday that at least 16 people had been killed, including seven police
officers.
The White House said it was "appalled" by the violence, saying "force will not resolve the
crisis".
Spokesman Jay Carney urged President Yanukovych to "restart a dialogue with
opposition leaders today".
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon had earlier called for restraint and dialogue.
In other international messages of concern:


German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier said Ukraine was "experiencing
dramatic hours" and that the EU could consider imposing sanctions.



The UK's Minister for Europe, David Lidington, said such violence had "no place in
a European democracy"



EU foreign policy chief Catherine Ashton earlier said she was "deeply worried"
about the unrest and urged politicians to "address the root causes"



Russia blamed the earlier violence on "connivance by Western politicians" and
their refusal to consider the "aggressive actions" of radical factions within the
protest movement



Rinat Akhmetov, one of Ukraine's richest men - and a powerful financial backer of
Mr Yanukovych - said there were "no circumstances that would justify the use of
force against peaceful citizens".

Pro-Russian separatism rises in Crimea as Ukraine's
crisis unfolds
Radio Free Europe (18.02.2014) - From the dingy basement of a decaying apartment
block on the outskirts of Simferopol, Crimean parliament deputy Sergei Shuvainikov is
leading the fight to defend the ethnic Russians of this strategic Black Sea peninsula.
In an office festooned with banners showing a map of Crimea overlaid with a World War
II medal featuring the communist hammer and sickle and the slogan "In union with
Russia," the voluble Shuvainikov spills out a litany of alleged assaults on the Russian
language and Russian culture in Ukraine.
"This is the result of a political position to deny Russians, for whom the language is the
main identifier of their Russian ethnicity, of their Russian nation, Russian people," he
says. "To deny them the right to remind children and young people that they are
Russians. It is in fact the destruction of Russian nationality, of the concept of the Russian
people of Ukraine."
The piles of megaphones and rolled up banners in the corner of Shuvainikov's selfproclaimed "bunker" attest to the stepped-up activity of the organizations he heads, the
Congress of Russian Communities and the Russian Front. Since the political crisis erupted
in Kyiv in November, his organizations have repeatedly held demonstrations in
Simferopol and elsewhere, burning EU flags and blaming U.S. and NATO interference for
Ukraine's time of troubles.
The people of Crimea are watching with nervous expectation as the political and
economic crisis in Ukraine drags on.
Crimea is Ukraine's only region where ethnic Russians are a majority, comprising
approximately 60 percent of its population of 2 million. From the 18th century until just
60 years ago on February 19, the peninsula was part of Russia. And as Ukraine's turmoil
shakes the region's ethnic and religious fault lines, there is increasing talk that perhaps it
should be again.
Staying In Moscow's Orbit
Although it is illegal to openly advocate separatism in Ukraine, many pro-Russian
organizations are calling for "bolstering Crimea's autonomy" in the event the government
of President Viktor Yanukovych strikes some compromise agreement with what they call
the "fascist" opposition.
The goal of the pro-Russian groups is to keep Ukraine in Moscow's orbit and prevent its

integration with Europe. But to drum up support for their efforts, they are openly
manipulating tensions and fears between Orthodox Russians and Muslim Crimean Tatars,
who make up about 12 percent of the population. Hundreds of thousands of Tatars have
returned to their Crimean homeland after being deported by Soviet authorities during
World War II.
About 40 kilometers northeast of Shuvainikov's Simferopol bunker is the dusty,
crumbling town of Belogorsk. It's hard to guess it was once a lively trading center of the
Silk Road with the Tatar name Karasubazar. Today its population of some 18,000 is
nearly evenly divided between Russians, Ukrainians, and Tatars.
The town's mayor, Albert Kangiyev, an ethnic Tatar and a member of President
Yanukovych's Party of Regions, says his town is peaceful and relations among different
groups are good. But he worries about the potential for outside forces to disrupt this
fragile harmony.
"This is a multiethnic city," Kangiyev says. "Today the percentage of formerly deported
citizens in our city is more than 30 percent -- that is, a quite significant number. And
lighting a match -- in a manner of speaking -- in our city would be very easy."
In November, Shuvainikov's Congress of Russian Communities held a march through
downtown Belogorsk to mark the Russian holiday of National Unity Day. A few dozen
participants listened to speeches glorifying the Tsarist-era conquering of Crimea and
adopted a resolution claiming "today Russians are again in a state of feudal
fragmentation, spiritual decline, and despondency. Our rights to our history, our culture,
our Orthodox faith, and the Russian language are being brazenly restricted. More and
more often we see and hear insulting attacks aimed at Russia and the Russian people."
Mayor Kangiyev's fears about the potential for instability seem well-founded. About 100
kilometers to the south, in the coastal resort of Yalta, a middle-aged Russian who asked
to be identified only as Irina expressed frustration about the Crimean Tatars, who were
deported from the peninsula by Stalin in 1944 and have been returning in large numbers
since the collapse of the Soviet Union.
"The Tatars.... Supposed Tatars who were repressed and deported," she says. "Some
sort of Uzbeks came back who had nothing at all to do with any of that, you understand.
'I'm a Tatar [they say]. I was repressed! Give me some land!' They buy some land and
then resell it at a huge profit. They end up with a lot of money from nothing. Some sort
of pathetic Uzbek -- 'I'm a Tatar.' He comes and says, 'Gimme.' You see how it is."
The Congress of Russian Communities and Russian Front are far from the only or the
most radical pro-Russian organizations that have been activated in Crimea. On February
12, in a stuffy press center funded by the U.S. Embassy in the Simferopol labor-union
building, representatives of nearly two dozen pro-Russian organizations gathered to
discuss the plight of Crimea's ethnic Russians.
The meeting was hosted via Skype by Yury Meshkov, a pro-Russian separatist who
served as Crimea's president in 1994-95. Meshkov was deported from Ukraine for his
separatist activities in 2011 and now lives in Moscow.
Participants in the roundtable spoke with an impassioned mixture of fear and anger,
seasoned richly with nostalgia for the Soviet Union. Viktor Golovin, representing the
Committee to Support Belarusian President Alyaksandr Lukashenka, captured the mood
by saying: "We are not urging a war. We are calling for what is ours. The only thing we
are urging is that no one tries to stop us from returning to the big Russian world. Don't
stop us from returning home."

A featured speaker of the roundtable and a rising star of the pro-Russian movement in
Crimea is Valery Podyachy, head of a group called the Popular Front. The Popular Front's
logo shows the flags of Russia and the Russian Navy crossed against the silhouette of the
Simferopol monument to the Russian conquest of Crimea in 1783.
Skirting open calls for separatism, the affable and energetic Podyachy is pushing for Kyiv
to lease the entire peninsula to Russia in exchange for the cancelation of Ukraine's debts
to Moscow. With a wry smile, he compares this scenario to the U.S. lease of the
Guantanamo Bay Naval Base in Cuba. Asked what would become of Crimea after the
proposed lease expires, Podyachy has a quick answer.
"After 99 years, I don't think Ukraine will last that long as an independent country," he
says. "Russia will exist because Russia is after all a leading global player on a par with
the United States, China, and the European Union. So it is obvious that Russia will exist.
But will Ukraine exist...? That's why, in principle, this solution would satisfy everyone."
But such a solution -- or any solution that would see Crimea move more tightly into
Moscow's orbit -- is unlikely to satisfy the Crimean Tatar community.
Stop Maidan
Last year, Refat Chubarov was elected head of the Mejlis, the Crimean Tatar selfgovernment body. He says that since the collapse of the Soviet Union, Moscow has
exploited regional tensions as a way of maintaining its influence in the post-Soviet space.
As the Soviet Union fell apart "Moscow was frantically looking for various tools to hold on
to the [Soviet] territories," he says. "Nagorno-Karabakh -- Armenia and Azerbaijan;
Transdniester -- Moldova; provocations in Tbilisi -- Georgia; attempts involving
Interfront, the Popular Front, in the Baltic states.... The center, Moscow, viewed Crimea
as one of these sort of hooks by means of which it could hold on to all of Ukraine."
The pro-Russian organizations deny they have ties to Moscow. However, Russia's
presence in the region is felt everywhere. The Russian Consulate in Simferopol has been
aggressively issuing Russian passports to ethnic Russian Crimeans, a policy that has
provoked protests from Kyiv. The Russian state agency for cooperation with countries
from the Commonwealth of Independent States countries operates out of a huge villa in
the center of the capital.
Last week, Russian presidential adviser and leading Kremlin ideologue Vladislav Surkov
made an under-the-radar trip to Crimea, meeting behind closed doors with Crimean
Prime Minister Anatoly Mogilev, Crimean parliament speaker Vladimir Konstantinov, and
Sevastopol Governor Vladimir Yatsuboi. It was also announced that Konstantinov will
travel to Moscow on February 20 for talks with Russian Duma speaker Sergei Naryshkin.
The roads of Crimea are blanketed by thousands of billboards installed by a mysterious,
lavishly funded nongovernmental organization called Stop Maidan. The billboards assert
that Crimea is "for stability" and says no to "extremism" and "foreign interference." Stop
Maidan has also sent hundreds of pro-government demonstrators to Kyiv, urging
Yanukovych to uncompromisingly quash the protests.
Chubarov says that, although the Ukrainian government's policies have produced
frustrations among Tatars and raised tensions among the region's ethnic groups, the
local situation would be stable if not for provocations from outside of Crimea.
"There are no internal reasons for the sharp activation [of pro-Russian groups]," he says.
"But there is the necessary background that can be aggravated if from the outside, --

from outside [Crimea], -- there are very strong, targeted manipulations. And we always
see this when relations between Moscow and Kyiv become complicated."

De facto state of emergency: police begin to disperse
Maidan rally
At 20.00, the police began to disperse the Maidan rally, Espreso.TV reports
ZIK (18.02.2014) - The police used armored personnel vehicles to break through the
barricade.
The encircled protesters, around 20,000, are singing the hymn of Ukraine.
Combatants are trying to stand their ground, throwing Molotov cocktails at the police and
APVs.
Since 16.00, the police have been broadcasting warning to Maidan protesters to leave the
square in view of an anti-terrorist operation to start at 18.00.
The riot police carry Kalashnikov guns but acting premier Arbuzov said the firearms won't
be used.
Latest News From Ukrainian Protests: 18.02.2014, 11 pm
Evropaïska Pravda (18.02.2014)
22.40 There's a desperate fight on Maidan. The people are trying to stoke the defensive
fires with car tires. The regime's forces have almost reached the column on Maidan
topped with a statue that symobolizes the Independence of Ukraine. Huge numbers of
people are still on the square. The opposition leaders on the square are exhorting the
people not to give up the fight.
22.04 A slowly retreating arc of fire marks the front line between the protesters on
Maidan and the riot police. Despite their amazing bravery, the people of Ukraine are
being gradually forced back by the minions of the regime. About a quarter of
Independence Square has been seized by the riot police. There is still as massive crowd
on the square. The people are not giving up the fight.
21.52 The Union House, the headquarters of the Maidan, has fallen to the Berkut. It
looks like the Yanukovych regime is determined to crush the anti-government protests
tonight. The people are being forced back further onto the Maidan. The situation is
despreate for the protesters on Maidan.
21.48 The Ukrainian national anthem just rang out over Independence Square,
thousands of voices singing that stirring song - the Ukrainian people are fighting the
regime and singing.
21.04 Protesters are tossing car tires on the fire at the bottom of Institutska Street they're trying to prevent a police advance by creating a wall of fire.
20:20 Around 20,000 protesters are now at Maidan.
20:15 Three water canons are being used against Maidan protesters.

19:57 Berkut and militia are attacking Maidan by using flash bang grenades.
19:48 "Channel 5" is disconnected from analog network. Reported by Ukrainian Service
BBC. Broadcasting via satellite also interrupted, but resumed in a few minutes. Users of
social networks are reporting that channel ceased broadcasting in cable network "Triolan"
in Sevastopol. Also, you can't watch the channel in Mykolaiv. In Kiyv, however, the cable
operator "Volya" did not interrupt the broadcast. Site "Channel 5" also does not work.
19:42 Akhmetov calls to stop the bloodshed and return to negotiation.
19:41 De facto the government imposed state of emergency.
19:40 The names of first three demonstrators who were killed today are known: Serhiy
Didych (Gorodenka, Ivano-Frankivsk region), Volodymyr Kishchuk (Zaporizhia region),
Serhii Shapoval (Kyiv).
19:39 Makeyenko is asking everyone to refrain from going to the city center in his
emergency call.
19:22 One injured activist has just died in the hospital.
19:21 The Prosecutor General's office will request the strictest punishment for all those
who were inciting people to violence, organizing and leading them. This has been
announced on the webpage of the Prosecutor General's office.
19:10 "Riot police Berkut burst into the apartments of those Kyiv citizens who shelter
the protesters," according to Еспресо.TV said MP Illienko from the EuroMaidan stage. He
also called on the people to come the EuroMaidan."
19:00 Two policemen killed in clashes in Kyiv, says Interior Ministry.
18:42 The Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church called Ukrainian to stop bloodshed.
18:41 "U.S. is considering all options for sanctions", Geoffrey R. Pyatt said.
18:38 "People are coming to Maidan. There are arround 20 thoutand there now", - LB.ua
18:32 "They send Odesa riot police Berkut to Kyiv. The policemen ask to block
them," Aliona Balaba said on her facebook page. "People! Just come to their
headquarters on Razumovskaya Str. Regular policemen don't want to go, but scared.
Please, come and block them," said the activist.
18:30 The column of security forces are going down Hrushevskoho Str. The column of
titushkas are going after them holding bats.
18:27 "Berkut dispersed people from the Ukrainian House", Yuriy Levchenko said.
18:12 "Ukraine must return immediately to the parliamentary process", Catherine
Ashton said.
18:11 Odesa AutoMaidan goes to Kyiv. Vyyacheslav Berezutskyy, leader of Odesa
AutoMaidan calls on Odesa activists to go to Kyiv today. "Due to escalation of conflict in
Kyiv, Odesa AutoMaidan announces mobilization. Leaving for Kyiv on about 3 p.m.,"
wrote Berezutskyy on his facebook page.
Lviv protesters capture oblast police headquarters

ZIK (18.02.2014) -A group of youngsters attacked and captured the headquarters of the
oblast police in Lviv, Radio Svoboda reports Feb. 18.
The attackers include of the Avtonomny opir (Autonomous Resistance) and radical Pravy
Sector NGO, RS says.
The attackers broke the entrance doosr and entered the 5-storey building.
The guards didn't offer any resistance to the attackers.
Earlier in the day, the protesters re-captured the oblast administration building they had
freed only 2 days ago.

Ukraine police charge protesters after nation's bloodiest
day
Reuters (18.02.2014) - Ukrainian riot police charged protesters occupying a central Kiev
square early on Wednesday after the bloodiest day since the former Soviet republic,
caught in a geopolitical struggle between Russia and the West, won its independence
more than 22 years ago.
At least 18 people, including seven policemen, died on Tuesday during hours of violence
between security forces and civilians who have staged protests against President Viktor
Yanukovich since last November.
Many were killed by gunshot and hundreds more were injured, with dozens of them in a
serious condition, police and opposition representatives said.
Despite Western demands for restraint and dialogue, the state security service first set a
deadline for the demonstrators to end disorder or face "tough measures", and then the
police advanced into Independence Square, the center of the protest campaign.
Protesters responded with petrol bombs, fireworks and stones. Live television footage
showed police throwing stun grenades at the protesters separated from them by a line of
burning tents, tyres and wood.
Police steadily gained ground but thousands of protesters held on to the center of the
square, a Reuters cameraman said.
Earlier, one of the opposition's leaders, Vitaly Klitschko, reacted defiantly, telling
supporters on the square: "We will not leave here. This is an island of freedom. We will
defend it."
The world champion boxer-turned politician later arrived at Yanukovich's office for late
night talks, Klitschko's spokeswoman said, but he and another opposition leader,
former economyminister Arseny Yatsenyuk, were still waiting to see the president an
hour later.
Earlier the State Security Service (SBU), in a joint statement with the interior ministry,
signalled the government's intentions. "If by 6 p.m. the disturbances have not ended, we
will be obliged to restore order by all means envisaged by law," they said.

The riot police moved in hours after Moscow gave Ukraine $2 billion in aid for its
crippledeconomy which it had been holding back to demand decisive action to crush the
protests.
Nationwide demonstrations erupted after Yanukovich bowed to Russian pressure and
pulled out of a planned far-reaching trade agreement with the European Union, deciding
instead to accept a Kremlin bailout for the heavily indebted economy.
Western powers warned Yanukovich against trying to smash the pro-European
demonstrations, urging him to turn back to Europe and the prospect of an IMF-supported
economic recovery, while Russia accused them of meddling.
Praying for Ukraine
EU Enlargement Commissioner Stefan Fuele said he had spoken to Ukraine's acting prime
minister, who had given assurances that the authorities would try to avoid using live
firearms.
"For the sake of the Ukrainians and for the sake of the future of that country, I will pray
that he is right," Fuele told a public event in Brussels.
In Washington, White House spokesman Jay Carney said the United States was appalled
by the violence and urged Yanukovich to restart a dialogue with opposition leaders.
"Force will not resolve the crisis," Carney told a briefing.
Earlier on Tuesday, clashes raged for several hours outside the parliament building. A
police spokeswoman gave a variety of reasons for the deaths including gunshot wounds,
a traffic accident and heart attacks. One protester died in a fire.
Right Sector, a militant far-right group, added to tensions by calling on people holding
weapons to go to Independence Square - also known as Maidan - to protect it from
security forces.
As protesters and police battled on the streets of Kiev, Russia called the escalation a
"direct result of connivance by Western politicians and European structures that have
shut their eyes ... to the aggressive actions of radical forces".
EU foreign policy chief Catherine Ashton, who has tried to broker a power-sharing
transition, urge Ukraine's leadership "to address the root causes of the crisis".
Germany's foreign minister, Frank-Walter Steinmeier, telephoned his Ukrainian
counterpart to warn against sliding back into violence and to urge the government to
keep working for a political solution.
"News of a fresh escalation of violence is alarming. We are shocked to hear of the dead
and injured today," Steinmeier said in a statement, raising the possibility of EU sanctions
against Ukrainian leaders.
"Those responsible for taking any decisions that lead to the further spilling of blood must
know that the reserve Europe has shown in terms of personal sanctions will be
reconsidered," he added.
Monday's $2 billion cash injection, a resumption of a $15 billion aid package, was seen as
a signal that Russia believed Yanukovich had a plan to end the protests and had dropped
any idea of bringing opposition leaders into government.

While Russian President Vladimir Putin seems to have won the battle for influence in
Ukraine for now, protesters who have occupied the center of the capital are not going
quietly.

Resolution of the European Parliament on the situation in
Ukraine
EP (06.02.2014) - European Parliament resolution of 6 February 2014 on the situation in
Ukraine (2014/2547(RSP))
The European Parliament ,
- having regard to its resolution of 12 December 2013 on the outcome of the Vilnius
Summit and the future of the Eastern Partnership, in particular as regards Ukraine(1) ,
- having regard to its resolution of 23 October 2013 on the 'European Neighbourhood
Policy: towards a strengthening of the partnership - position of the European Parliament
on the 2012 reports'(2) ,
- having regard to its resolution of 12 September 2013 on the pressure exerted by
Russia on Eastern Partnership countries (in the context of the upcoming Eastern
Partnership Summit in Vilnius)(3) ,
- having regard to the Joint Declaration of the Vilnius Eastern Partnership Summit of
29 November 2013,
- having regard to the Council conclusions on Ukraine of 20 January 2014,
- having regard to the resignation of Prime Minister Azarov and his government on 28
January 2014,
- having regard to the Joint Statement of the Prime Ministers of the Visegrad Group
countries on Ukraine of 29 January 2014,
- having regard to the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA) between the
European Union and Ukraine, which entered into force on 1 March 1998, and to the new
Association Agreement initialled on 30 March 2012,
- having regard to the EU-Russia Summit of 28 January 2014,
- having regard to Rule 110(2) and (4) of its Rules of Procedure,
A. whereas the demonstrations that started more than two months ago as a
consequence of President Yanukovych's decision not to sign the Association Agreement
with the EU continue to the present day in the capital and the discontent is spreading to
other cities, including in eastern regions of Ukraine; whereas the popular uprising in
Ukraine has reached a majority of the regions, with the administrations of those regions
being under the control of the people;
B. whereas over the past weeks the situation has further deteriorated at an increasing
pace, with people taking to the streets to defend democracy and civil liberties after brutal
crackdowns by Berkut riot police on demonstrators, human rights activists and
journalists;
C. whereas despite international pressure, the Ukrainian authorities continue to pursue a
policy of intimidation, repression, torture and violence against protesters, which has
resulted in more than 2 000 people being injured, many people being abducted and at
least six people killed;
D. whereas the adoption on 16 January 2014 of a series of anti-protest laws by the
government majority severely limiting the freedoms of expression and assembly
provoked international outrage and sparked violent clashes in Kyiv resulting in the loss of
human lives;
E. whereas any forcible crackdown or declaration of a state of emergency will be
considered as a criminal act and a violation of fundamental rights with profound

international consequences;
F. whereas the visit to Kyiv from 28 to 30 January 2014 of the ad hoc European
Parliament delegation met with the authorities and with Euromaidan, the political
opposition and church leaders and obtained a thorough and in-depth analysis of the
situation in Ukraine;
1. Welcomes the democratic spirit and resilience of the Ukrainian people after two
months of courageous protests which have met with a brutal response from the
authorities, and expresses its full solidarity and support for the people's efforts for a free,
democratic, independent Ukraine and its European perspective;
2. Expresses deep concern about the serious political crisis in Ukraine and the violent
confrontations in Kyiv and other Ukrainian cities; calls strongly for a political solution to
the crisis and insists on a truly democratic debate on the ways and means of overcoming
the confrontation and divisions in the country;
3. Strongly condemns the escalation of violence against peaceful citizens, journalists,
students, civil society activists, opposition politicians and clergy, and expresses its
sincere condolences to the families of the victims of the violence in Ukraine; calls on the
Ukrainian authorities to fully respect people's civil rights and fundamental freedoms and
to take immediate steps to end the state of impunity by investigating and punishing the
authors of violence against peaceful demonstrators;
4. Calls also on the Maidan protesters to refrain from the use of force and to maintain
the legitimacy of their cause in a peaceful way, and asks all opposition leaders to
continue to refrain from unprovoked violence and to keep the protest peaceful;
5. Is concerned by the excessive use of violence by the security forces and the Titushki
and by the violent actions of ultranationalists;
6. Demands in particular that President Yanukovych cease the shameful deployment of
Berkut riot police and other security forces in provoking, kidnapping, harassing,
torturing, beating and humiliating supporters of the EuroMaidans, as well as arbitrary
arrests and over-extended pre-trial detentions; is particularly concerned about reports of
torture and stresses Ukraine's international commitments in this respect; points out the
most recent case of Dmytro Bulatov, the leader of 'AutoMaidan', who was kidnapped and
tortured;
7. Calls on President Yanukovych to order a stop to these practices and demands the
immediate and unconditional release and political rehabilitation of all the demonstrators
and political prisoners illegally detained, including Yulya Tymoshenko; calls for the
setting-up of an independent investigative committee under the auspices of a recognised
international body, such as the Council of Europe, in order to investigate all the human
rights violations that have taken place since the demonstrations began;
8. Recalls the EU's readiness to sign an AA/DCFTA with Ukraine as soon as the political
crisis is overcome and the relevant requirements are met as defined by the Foreign
Affairs Council of 10 December 2012 and supported by Parliament's resolution of 13
December 2012;
9. Welcomes the Verkhovna Rada's decision to repeal the anti-protest laws, and its
signature by President Yanukovych, as a positive step towards the political resolution of
the crisis; regrets, however, that the amnesty law turning victims into hostages was
approved on 29 January 2014 without the consent of the opposition; takes the view that
an unconditional release of protesters would greatly facilitate the talks and appease
society;
10. Urges the President and the government to engage seriously in an inclusive dialogue
with the opposition, civil society and the Maidan protesters in order to de-escalate the
tense and polarised situation and to find ways of overcoming the current political and
societal crisis in Ukraine through peaceful means;
11. Reminds President Yanukovych of his responsibility before the Ukrainian people and
the international community to refrain from using repressive methods, to remedy the
current political crisis and to respect the right to peaceful protest;
12. Calls for the continued engagement of the EU to mediate and facilitate a process

leading to a de-escalation, a more constructive political dialogue in the country and a
solution to the crisis, and bridging the gap of a total lack of trust; underlines the fact that
such a dialogue should be transparent and fully involve EuroMaidan and civil society;
13. Takes the view, following numerous requests by ordinary Ukrainian citizens, activists
and politicians, that the active involvement of Members of the European Parliament in
Kyiv could prevent a further escalation of the crisis and calls, in this regard, for the
establishment of a permanent European Parliament mission in Ukraine, with a view to
defusing tension and facilitating dialogue between the parties; instructs the Conference
of Presidents to set up this mission as soon as possible;
14. Calls for the EU institutions and the Member States to take immediate action,
including increased diplomatic pressure and the preparation of personalised targeted
measures (travel sanctions and asset and property freezes) with regard to all those
Ukrainian officials and legislators and their business sponsors (oligarchs) who are
responsible for the crackdowns on and deaths of protestors, and to step up efforts to
stop money laundering and tax evasion by Ukrainian companies and businesspeople in
European banks;
15. Calls for the EU, the US, the IMF, the World Bank, the EBRD and the EIB to continue
to prepare a long-term package of concrete financial support to help Ukraine tackle its
worsening financial and social situation and provide economic support to launch the
necessary deep and comprehensive reforms of the Ukrainian economy by the
government;
16. Welcomes and supports the ongoing work of the European Union and the United
States to create a substantial support package for Ukraine which should be offered to a
credible new interim government in order to alleviate the present tight situation in
respect of payments;
17. Is of the opinion that one of the important measures for resolving the crisis in
Ukraine is a return to the 2004 constitution, which was illegally abolished in 2010 by the
Constitutional Court, bypassing the Ukrainian Parliament, together with the
establishment of an interim government and early elections;
18. Calls for the EU institutions and the Member States to commit to a broad opening to
Ukrainian society, in particular through a swift agreement on a cost-free visa regime and
ultimately a visa-free regime; is of the opinion that the visa fee should immediately be
drastically reduced for young Ukrainians, along with strengthened research cooperation,
expanded youth exchanges and increased availability of scholarships;
19. Considers that further efforts should be made to include Ukraine in the EU's energy
market via the Energy Community; underlines the fact that it is for the Ukrainian people
- and only for them - to decide, free from foreign interference, on the geopolitical
orientation of the country and on which international agreements and communities
Ukraine should join;
20. Calls on Russia to adopt a constructive attitude and to stop retaliatory measures and
undue pressure aimed at undermining the sovereign right of its neighbours freely to
determine their future; urges the EU and its Member States to speak to Russia with one
voice in support of the European aspirations of the Eastern Partnership (EaP) countries
that freely choose to deepen their relations with the EU; emphasises that applying
political, economic and other coercion is in breach of the Helsinki Final Act and the 1994
Budapest Memorandum concerning Ukraine's security; points out that both the EU and
Russia bear responsibility for making an active contribution towards peace and prosperity
in the common neighbourhood that benefits both the EU and Russia; reiterates its belief
that cooperation to achieve this goal is the only way forward;
21. Supports the further involvement of civil society in national reform processes;
encourages enhanced interparliamentary cooperation with the Euronest Parliamentary
Assembly; welcomes the involvement of the Conference of Local and Regional Authorities
of the Eastern Partnership;
22. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the
Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign and
Security Policy, the Member States, the President of Ukraine, the Ukrainian Government,

the Verkhovna Rada, the Euronest Parliamentary Assembly, and the Parliamentary
Assemblies of the Council of Europe and the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in
Europe.
(1)Texts adopted, P7_TA(2013)0595.
(2)Texts adopted, P7_TA(2013)0446.
(3)Texts adopted, P7_TA(2013)0383.

The Churches and Euromaidan
HRWF (04.02.2014) - In a fraught situation, such as the streets of Kiev have been
witnessing, it is always difficult to distinguish who is saying what and which factions are
operating. Opposition is rarely united in such circumstances - and it is more than possible
that some of the most visible protesters are agents-provocateurs paid to go on the
streets to provide an excuse for a more intensive government crack-down. The
motivations of pro-governmental demonstrations were not always commendable. Some
in Ukraine have complained that they expected payment for demonstrating and have
been furious because no money was forthcoming. The media have broadly highlighted
the role of Ukrainian political and social actors as well as foreign powers in the
Euromaidan protests. However, the position of the various churches has been totally
disregarded.
Dr Michael Bourdeaux recently published an article in the Church Times at the end of
January and sent it to Human Rights Without Frontiers. It is my pleasure to re-publish it
in our newsletter as I had publicized in French most of his news in the 1970s and 1980s.
Willy Fautré
Church Response in Ukraine
Dr Michael Bourdeaux
Church Times (28.01.2014) - When Orthodox priests take to the streets, as in Ukraine,
or officiate at funerals, they always make good photographs. Their robes are colourful,
their faces bearded. There have been many such photos in the papers this week, but
much less about what they have been saying.
Ukraine has no less than three separate branches of the Russian Orthodox Church, the
largest under the leadership of the Moscow Patriarchate; the second, the Kiev
Patriachate, in opposition to it, and a much smaller Ukrainian Autocephalous Church,
abolished, like the Kiev Patriarchate, under Stalin, but revitalized in the last twenty
years.
Divisions run right through Ukrainian society. At their most obvious, the Russianspeaking east is more sympathetic to the Kremlin, while the Ukrainian-speaking west was
the trigger for Ukrainian independence in the first place. The divisions run right down the
middle of Kiev, centrally situated and seat of the government. Officially the capital is
Ukrainian speaking, but not everyone knows the language.
At a meeting predominantly of clergy of the Moscow Patriarchate in Odessa (southern
Ukraine on the Black Sea coast, a Russian-speaking area) last Saturday, 25 January, the
call was for moderation, but also national unity: "We especially encourage local elites -

political, cultural, intellectual, social - do not rock the boat in which you sit. Do not think
that the current conflicts are careless political games... Be aware that we are one family
and that we live in the same home - Ukraine."
Last Sunday (26 January) Patriarch Filaret, head of the Kiev Patriarchate, gave an
impassioned interview in Ukrainian to TV Channel 5 in which he repeatedly called for
peace, moderation on all sides and dialogue, backed up by prayer. The interview included
excerpts from an open-air prayer service to illustrate his point. Both churches are against
any form of violence.
In contrast to the pro-Russian government, Western Ukraine is strongly nationalistic. Its
large Greek Catholic Church (Eastern Rite, under the authority of Rome) is currently
under pressure from the government. Yet here, too, the highly respected Bishop Borys
Gudziak has echoed the sentiments of the Orthodox Churches, stating that different
faiths are working together, holding regular joint prayers, and priests are providing
pastoral care on Independence Square.
Protestants have always been strongly present in Ukraine. On 17 January a meeting in
Kiev brought together leaders of Baptist , Pentecostal, Lutheran and other churches. Here
there were moderate voices, too, but also some more outspoken ones. Dr. Sergiy
Tymochenko reported back from the front line and said: "The barricades on
Independence Square touched my heart. I saw the birth of new nation there. People
were ready to fight for their freedom and give their lives for the sake of others." All were
united, though, in calling for Protestants to become actively involved in exercising civic
responsibility.
(*) In 1984, Michael Bourdeaux, founder of Keston College in England, received the
Templeton Prize for spearheading a laborious, often lonely struggle to examine and
explain the systematic destruction of religion in Iron Curtain nations during the Cold War.
From his time as an exchange student to Moscow in 1960, he worked to defend the rights
of faiths in these countries to worship as they chose. His Keston News Service during the
Cold War was a unique source of information about religious persecution in the Soviet
Union. When the Soviet Union and the Eastern Bloc regimes collapsed, Bourdeaux's
efforts for universal religious freedom were embraced by authorities, evidencing the
strength of his beliefs.

Top legal experts have created a Commission to
Investigate Human Rights Violations in Ukraine
Human Rights Without Frontiers hails the creation of a "Commission to
Investigate Human Rights Violations in Ukraine" by well-respected Ukrainian
experts and proposes to internationalize that Commission
Euromaidan (31.01.2014) - Well-respected experts in the field of law and former political
prisoners are gathering evidence for a Special Tribunal regarding human rights violations
during the peaceful protests in Ukraine. The organizers of the Commission held a news
conference on January 29, 2014 at the press centre of the National Union of Journalists
of Ukraine.
The purpose of the Commission is to investigate human rights violations that occurred
while citizens were exercising their right to peaceful assembly, beginning on November

30, 2013. The commission is the first step toward establishing a tribunal for criminals
guilty of murdering, severely injuring, torturing and kidnapping Ukrainian citizens.
"With a highest sense of responsibility to the people of Ukraine, expressing deep concern
over the status of individual rights and freedoms in Ukraine, taking into account the
socio-political situation prevailing in the country and the need for urgent action, today,
January 27, 2014 in Kyiv, having been authorized by members of the inaugural
assembly, we announce the establishment of the Commission to Investigate Human
Rights Violations in Ukraine which will act on an ongoing basis"- states the inaugural
document, signed by the founders of the Commission.
The structure and plans of the Commission were described by the following members at
the press conference: Volodymyr Vasylenko, Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of Ukraine, Professor, National University of "Kyiv-Mohyla Academy"
(NaUKMA), Doctor of Law, Judge of the International Tribunal in the former Yugoslavia
2002-2005, as well as the Ukrainian Representative to the United Nations Human Rights
Council in 1989-1991, 1995-1998, 2005, 2006-2010; Oleg Berezyuk, president of the
Ukrainian Legal Society; Mykola Siryy, Doctor of Law, Senior Research Fellow at the VM
Koretsky Institute of State and Law, National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine;
Volodymyr Viatrovych, Doctor of History, activist in the NGO Civic Sector.
The Commission brought together 12 influential lawyers, as well as human rights
activists and former political prisoners. Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
Ukraine, Judge of the International Tribunal in the former Yugoslavia, NaUKMA Professor,
Doctor of Law Vladimir Vasylenko was elected head of the Commission. Members include:
Volodymyr Vasylenko, Oleg Berezyuk, Stanislav Shevchuk, Joseph Zissels, Evhen
Sverstiuk, Vasyl Kysil, Mykola Kozyubra, Danylo Kurdelchuk, Mykola Siryy, Vasyl
Ovsiyenko, Myroslava Antonovych, Stanislav Batryn; secretary of the Commission Yuriy
Kushnir.
Historian and Civic Sector of the Euromaidan activist Volodymyr Viatrovych opened the
press conference of the Commission founders by stressing that the establishment of such
an independent commission gives hope to thousands of Ukrainians that massive human
rights violations will be recorded and their perpetrators punished.
"I have taken part in the last three revolutions in Ukraine, and even the communist
regime of 1989-91 did not commit such actions," said Volodymyr Vasylenko. "We will
independently collect and systematize data that will become the basis for the Special
Tribunal." He explained that in the European Convention on Human Rights there exists
the specific opportunity for one of the Member States to submit a claim to the European
Court of Human Rights that crimes against humanity are being perpetrated in another
country.
The Commission will work in three main areas - the restoration of violated rights of
citizens, a public awareness campaign, and the compilation of a "Black Book of Violations
of Human Rights in Ukraine." Working groups will be assigned for each of these projects.
Commission members described the nature of each of these projects.
Promoting the restoration of violated rights of citizens (team leader Stanislav Batryn,
Doctor of Law, Junior Research Fellow at the VM Koretsky Institute of State and Law,
National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine): collecting primary data; publishing
information about the violations of human rights; monitoring law enforcement's
investigation of human rights violations; assessing the adherence to the guarantee a fair
trial; preparing reports on human rights violations and referring them to international
institutions.

"As citizens, we cannot support the proposal that is currently being discussed in
Parliament to release "Berkut" from criminal responsibility - this cannot be allowed to
happen in a lawful country. The Commission will prepare an independent opinion for the
Parliament on the facts and on the perpetrators of human rights violations to specifically
address this subject. Committee Members are not allies of the opposition nor the
government - they are allies of their belief in the rule of law , "- explained Stanislav
Batryn.
Public-awareness and outreach (team leader Oleg Berezyuk, head of the Ukrainian Legal
Society, social activist, human rights activist): informing individuals and organizations
about their rights and responsibilities and how they are to conduct themselves at
massive demonstrations; informing law enforcement authorities how they are to conduct
themselves in the face of massive demonstrations; communicating with law enforcement
and other government agencies to prevent human rights violations, stop the violations
immediately if they occur, and provide unbiased information for the investigation of
violations of human rights; communicate with international institutions on the subject of
human rights in Ukraine.
"The impotence of law enforcement officials," said Oleg Berezyuk, "resulted in some
politicians acting in ways which created an opportunity for declaring a state of
emergency."
Formation of a "Black Book of Violations of Human Rights in Ukraine" (team leader
Mykola Siryy, Doctor of Law, Senior Research Fellow at the VM Koretsky Institute of
State and Law, National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine) has plans to collect and
systematize information confirmed in accordance with the law about human rights
violations in Ukraine, grouping together cases of human rights violations using criteria
appropriate for their evaluation by international institutions, public documentation of
human rights violations in the form of the creation of a "Black Book of Violations of
Human Rights in Ukraine."
"Our key task is to organize all cases of human rights violations, highlight typical cases,
outline the trends and patterns that will provide an overall assessment of events." said
Mykola Siriy. "What distinguishes the crimes that are now being committed is that they
have dual jurisdiction: national and international. Systematization will show general
trends and help determine which of the international institutions Ukrainians should seek
justice from. Such institutions may not yet exist; they may need to be formed after the
fact, as the Nuremburg Tribunal was."
Contact for media (063) 286-68-69
Secretary of the Commission lawyer Yuriy Kushnir (067) 233-81-74
Addendum:
Composition of the Commission to investigate human rights violations in Ukraine:
Chairman: Volodymyr Vasylenko, Doctor of Law, Professor, National University of "KyivMohyla
Academy", Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Ukraine, Judge of the
International Criminal Tribunal in the Former Yugoslavia.
Members of the Commission:
* Oleg Berezyuk, head of the Ukrainian Legal Society, social activist and human rights
activist.

* Stanislav Shevchuk, Doctor of Law, professor, corresponding member of the National
Academy of Legal Studies of Ukraine, Judge of the European Court of Human Rights ad
hoc.
* Joseph Zissels, executive vice president of the Congress of National Communities of
Ukraine, social activist, dissident.
* Evhen Sverstiuk, writer, Doctor of Philosophy, former political prisoner, member of the
Action Committee "The First December Initiative Group ".
* Vasyl Kysil, Doctor of Law, Professor of International Relations, Taras Shevchenko
National University in Kyiv.
* Mykola Kozyubra, Doctor of Law, Professor, Judge of the Constitutional Court of
Ukraine (1996-2003).
* Danylo Kurdelchuk, Honoured Lawyer of Ukraine, vice president of the World Congress
of Ukrainian Lawyers, member of the Presidential Council of the Ukrainian Association of
International Law.
* Mykola Siryy, Doctor of Law, Senior Research Fellow at the VM Koretsky Institute of
State and Law, National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine.
* Vasyl Ovsiyenko, member of the Ukrainian Helsinki Group since 1978, human rights
activist.
* Myroslava Antonovych, Doctor of Law, Chair of International Law, National University of
"Kyiv- Mohyla Academy".
* Stanislav Batryn, Doctor of Law, Junior Research Fellow at the VM Koretsky Institute of
State and Law, National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine.
Secretary of the Commission: lawyer Yuriy Kushnir.

Ukraine activist says he was abducted and tortured
See pictures at http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-25977113
BBC (31.01.2014) - A leading activist in Ukraine's street opposition who vanished for
eight days says he was abducted and tortured before being left to die in the cold.
Dmytro Bulatov, who organised car protests for the opposition camped out in Kiev, is
being treated in hospital after being found near the capital.
Meanwhile, President Viktor Yanukovych has signed an amnesty, seen as a major
concession to protesters, into law.
The army has called on him to take "urgent steps" to ease the crisis.
Three protesters and three police officers have been killed, and scores injured on both
sides, since the protests turned violent on 22 January.
Opposition to Mr Yanukovych spilled into the streets in November after he abandoned a
trade deal with the EU in favour of closer economic ties with Russia.
Mr Yanukovych accused the opposition of seeking to "inflame" the situation on Thursday
by continuing the protests despite moves by the government and parliament to ease the
stand-off.
On Friday, the president signed the bill passed by parliament which grants amnesty to
detained protesters on condition that occupied buildings are vacated.

Anti-government demonstrators remain in their camp in Independence Square (Maidan)
with no sign of the political crisis in the country coming to an end, the BBC's Duncan
Crawford reports from Kiev.
Mr Yanukovych, 63, has gone on sick leave, with his staff reporting he has a respiratory
illness and a high fever.
Crucified
Mr Bulatov says he was left to die by his captors after being kidnapped, repeatedly
beaten and "crucified". He was, he said, hung up by his wrists.
"They crucified me, so there are holes in my hands now," he said.
"Other than that - they cut off my ear, cut up my face. My whole body is a mess. You can
see everything. I am alive. Thank God for this."
The activist reportedly said he did not know who had abducted him but his abductors had
spoken with Russian accents.
According to the Ukrainian news website Gazeta.ua, doctors found no damage to his
internal organs or his skull.
Police in Kiev have confirmed Mr Bulatov was bruised and received a cut to one of his
ears, Ukrainian newspaper Ukrainskaya Pravda reports.
They have opened an investigation and posted guards at the hospital where he is being
treated.
According to the paper, they also expressed indignation that Mr Bulatov had not phoned
them after his release.
Mr Bulatov is a prominent anti-government activist and one of the leaders of the
organisation AutoMaidan, which has patrolled streets around Independence Square.
Amnesty International described Mr Bulatov's ordeal as a "barbaric act which must be
investigated immediately".
Reaction to news of his ordeal among opposition supporters and journalists was furious,
with one journalist, Vitaly Portnikov, suggesting "death squads" were operating in
Ukraine.
Unacceptable violence
Ukraine's defence ministry put out a statement after Defence Minister Pavlo Lebedyev
met staff in Kiev.
"The military and the armed forces of Ukraine have called unacceptable the violent
seizure of state institutions, and interference with representatives of state and local
governments to carry out their duties, noting that further escalation of the conflict
threatens the territorial integrity of the state," it said.
"Laying out their civil position, servicemen and employees of Ukraine's armed forces...
called on the commander-in-chief to take urgent steps within the limits of existing
legislation with a view to stabilising the situation in the country and reaching consent in
society."

Soldiers have not been deployed against the protesters during the crisis, which has seen
government buildings occupied.
Responding to the announcement, Nato chief Anders Fogh Rasmussen said in a tweet:
"Ukraine's military is highly respected and must remain neutral. I continue to follow
developments with concern."
President Yanukovych accepted the resignation of Prime Minister Mykola Azarov and his
cabinet this week, and offered senior jobs to the opposition - offers that were rejected.
Demonstrators accuse the security forces of being behind the abductions and brutality
towards protesters.
Reaction to Dmytro Bulatov case
"The people who ordered this nightmarish act of barbarity can no longer be called a
legitimate government... They are inhuman."
Denys Kazansky, opposition activist
"Our happiness at the fact that he is alive does not in any way mitigate our hatred of the
scum who abducted and tortured him."
EuroMaidan group statement
"The aim is to instil horror in those who dare to follow or replace him. Death is only
horrifying to the relatives of the deceased, but if you're left alive after torture, this is
meant to affect thousands."
Osman Pashayev, journalist
"When we win, the main thing for us will be staying human after all this sadism, fascism
and barbarity."
Andriy Shevchenko, opposition MP
"Death squads are active in Ukraine, similar to the criminals which used to serve Latin
American dictators."
Vitaly Portnikov, journalist
 source: BBC Monitoring

Thugs arrest Ukrainians on the street
In Dnipropetrovsk, four days after Maidan protesters tried to seize the building
of the oblast administration, pro-government thugs arrest Ukrainians on the
streets over the city
ZIK (31.01.2014) - The list of arrested Ukrainians includes 27 persons.
Lawyers say seven of them were not in the city on the day of the storming. Many were
physically unable to take part in the seizure. Lawyer Oksana Tomchuk says among the
arrested are people suffering from diabetes and asthma.
Like Kharkiv, Odesa, Luhansk, Dnipropetrovsk was seized with an anti-Maidan craze with
the authorities erecting barricades around oblast administrations, recruiting and arming
detachments of goons and starting frenzied anti-Maidan campaigns.

The present arrests of innocent civilians are part of Yanukovych-schemed plan to seize
hostages and use them as bargaining chips in talks with the opposition.
Earlier, experts and media reports warned that there may be groups of Russia hitmen
operating in Ukraine.

Kolesnichenko is already talking about federalization
Evropaïska Pravda (29.01.2014) - Party of Regions MP Vadym Kolesnichenko says that
Ukraine should become a federation to relieve the tension between its parts. He stated
this in the Verkhovna Rada, and according to him, he has initiated a conversation about a
federal system.
He said that in Crimea, in the South East and in the Center, self-defense units have been
formed.
"People see that the government is not ready to take responsibility for what is happening
in the country and these people are ready, first with sticks and then with weapons to
defend their point of view," said Kolesnichenko.
He claims that the reason for this is that the opposition does not know where to stop with
their demands.
"We need to think and realize that we are on the brink of civil war, on the verge of a split
of the country."
According to Kolesnichenko, the way out of this situation may be the federalization of
Ukraine.
"People would be confident and calm that nobody will impose on them another way of
life. It is impossible to impose a way of life on the southeast that does not match their
interests. I will definitely raise the question of a federal government," he added.
Kolesnichenko also described principles of co-existence for the probable parts of the
federation.
"Let us live peacefully. We do not disturb you and you do not disturb us. Reside in one
country, common borders, and common area. Gradually, we will determine how we live."
Kolesnichenko was one of the authors of scandalous "dictatorship laws" that the
Verkhovna Rada canceled on January 28.
The original text is on Ukrainska Pravda at:

http://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2014/01/29/7011849/

MEPs demand release of Maidan activists without
negotiations

Evropaïska Pravda (29.01.2014) - Elmar Brok, the head of the Foreign Affairs Committee
of the EP, spoke today on the subject of events in Ukraine. He believes that the
protesters detained and arrested in Ukraine should be dismissed without negotiations
between the government and the opposition. According to Brok, a compromise must be
found; but there may be no circumstances in which human rights are violated.
"We do not understand how you can negotiate about an amnesty; people just need to be
released," Brok said.
Brok heads the delegation of the European Parliament that is visiting Ukraine from 28-30
January.
Ukraine's sitting government and the opposition have been negotiating on the law of
"amnesty" for detained activists for two days.
The original text is on Ukrainska Pravda at:
http://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2014/01/29/7011883/

Tuesday 28 January in Ukraine
PM Azarov and the government resign
Ukraine government quits in concession to protesters (FOCUS News Agency)
23:14 - Ukraine's prime minister and entire government resigned on Tuesday and its
parliament scrapped anti-protest laws that had infuriated the opposition, in the biggest
concessions yet to protesters in a two-month crisis.
Ukraine also dominated an EU-Russia summit in Brussels at which Russian President
Vladimir Putin struck a conciliatory tone, saying he would not revise the terms of a
bailout for Kiev even if the opposition came to power.
Giving in to opposition pressure and protests that have spread far beyond Kiev, Ukrainian
Prime Minister Mykola Azarov said he was quitting to preserve the unity of the
country, AFP reports.
Azarov will be replaced in an interim capacity by deputy prime minister Sergiy Arbuzov, a
felllow Yanukovych loyalist, while other ministers will stay on until a new cabinet is
named.
It is not clear who could succeed Azarov as prime minister, although some analysts
floated the idea that a pro-opposition tycoon, Petro Poroshenko, might step into the post.
OSCE Chair welcomes steps to de-escalate situation in Ukraine (OSCE)
22:06 - The OSCE Chairperson-in-Office, Swiss Foreign Minister Didier Burkhalter
welcomed today's developments in Ukraine and appealed to all sides to remain engaged
in political dialogue.
"I welcome the steps taken today, such as the revocation of recent legislative
amendments," Burkhalter said. "I hope these steps will help to de-escalate the tensions

and bring Ukraine closer to a peaceful resolution of the current crisis by democratic
means."
"I appeal to all sides to stay engaged in efforts to reach necessary compromises in a
broad political dialogue. And I urge everyone to refrain from violence and measures
which could lead to further escalation of the stand-off and plunge the country into a
deeper crisis," Burkhalter said. He also reiterated his offer of OSCE support to overcome
the crisis.
Kliuchkovsky proposes easy way to reinstate 2004 Constitution (ZIK)
18:07 -Third Ukrainian Republic legal expert Yury Kliuchkovsky says there are ways to
reinstate the 2004 Constitution.
The future of democracy in Ukraine depends on whether the 2004 Constitution is
reinstated as it will clip the dictatorial powers of Yanukovych.
"Unfortunately, the opposition has apparently agreed to form a constitutional
commission to draw up a new constitution, something that will possible to complete in
autumn. What may happen in this time when Yanukovych will still have absolute power is
anybody's guess," he says.
There is a legal loophole allowing to reinstate the 2004 Constitution quickly as the
Constitutional Court in 2010 when making its decision to abrogate the 2004 Constitution
didn't
fulfil
some
procedural
necessities.
The opposition may play on this but it needs to strike a deal with the Regions on that
matter, he said.
Yanukovitch meeting with Fuele (Kyiv Post)
16:19 - Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovitch is meeting with Stefan Fuele, the EU
Commissioner for Enlargement and Neighbourhood Policy, at the presidential
administration headquarters.
Ukrainian President adopts govt resignation (FOCUS News Agency)
16:13 - President of Ukraine Viktor Yanukovych adopted the resignation of Prime
Minister Mykola Azarov and his government, Interfax reported. The decree for the
resignation of the Ukrainian Government is published on the official website of the
presidency. Yanukovych has ordered the government to continue its activity until the
formation of the new Cabinet.
Rompuy: Genuine dialogue with civil society and political opposition is only way
out of crisis in Ukraine (Kyiv Post)
14:56 - European Council President Herman van Rompuy has called on all sides of the
conflict in Ukraine to refrain from violence and once again said that a genuine dialogue
with civil society and political opposition is the only way out, but only if there is the
political will to overcome the crisis, especially within the government.
Overall political process in Ukraine should continue: European Commission
(FOCUS News Agency)
14:42 - Overall political process in Ukraine should continue, Pia Ahrenkilde Hansen,
Spokeswoman of the European Commission (EC) said, RIA Novosti reported.
"The political process in Ukraine should continue until an exit from the crisis is reached.

Ukrainian people's aspirations should be focused. The EC calls for dialogue between the
authorities, oppositions and civil society and the opinion of demonstrators is taken into
account," Ms Hansen said.
Fule: Verkhovna Rada starts paving the way for political process leading to way
out of crisis (Kyiv Post)
14:31 - European Commissioner for Enlargement and European Neighborhood Policy
Stefan Fule has said it is important an extraordinary session of the Ukrainian parliament
on Tuesday "paves the way forward" for a political process that leads to a way out of the
crisis.
Ukraine MPs scrap anti-protest laws in move to end crisis (FOCUS News
Agency)
13:06 - Ukraine lawmakers on Tuesday scrapped draconian anti-protest laws that have
angered the opposition, in a move aimed at bringing a two-month standoff to an
end, AFP reported. Applause broke out in parliament including from opposition benches
after the vote, which passed with 361 deputies in favour and two against.

Klitschko says Ukraine PM resignation only 'a step to victory' (FOCUS News
Agency)
12:03 - World boxing champion and Ukraine opposition leader Vitali Klitschko on
Tuesday said Prime Minister Mykola Azarov's announced resignation was only "a step to
victory", AFP reported. "For several months we have been saying that what is happening
in the streets is also the result of the policies of the current government. This is not
victory but a step to victory," said Klitschko, leader of the UDAR (Punch) party.
Mykola Azarov resigns from the position of the Prime Minister of
Ukraine (Department of Information and Communication of the Secretariat of
the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine)
10:10 -Today, Prime Minister of Ukraine Mykola Azarov hasmade a statement:
"The conflict situation which has arisen in the state is threatening economic and
social development of Ukraine, constitutes a threat for the whole Ukrainian society and
every citizen of it.
During the standoff the Government has done everything for a peaceful solution of
the conflict. We have been doing and we are still doing everything not to let bloodshed
occur, to prevent the violence escalating, not to have human rights violated. The
Government has made sure that the economy and social security function under extreme
conditions.
Though the severity and danger which the conflict creates for our citizens require
additional responsible measures.
With the aim of creating extra means for finding a social-political compromise, for
the sake of a peaceful settlement of the conflict, I took my personal decision to ask the
President of Ukraine to accept my resignation from the position of the Prime minister of
Ukraine.
Throughout all these years I have been doing everything for Ukraine to be able to
normally develop as a democratic European country. I have made decisions and taken
upon myself responsibility in the interest of Ukraine. And this is why I can be looking
honestly into the eyes of every citizen of our state, into the eyes of every compatriot.
I am grateful for the trust of the President of Ukraine. I am grateful to all the

Members of Parliament who have been supporting throughout all these years the
overcomplicated work of the Government aimed at Ukraine's modernization and
reformation.
I am grateful to all the citizens of Ukraine who have been supporting the
Government and me personally, who believed and still believe in the correctness of the
political course which we have been conducting.
The most important today is to preserve the unity and integrity of Ukraine. That is
much more important than anybody's personal plans and ambitions.
This is the reason why I have taken this decision".
Ukraine intends to tighten control over EU, US and Canada citizens entering its
territory(FOCUS News Agency)
08:50 - Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine intends to adopt regulations which will bring
changes to the way foreign citizens enjoying a visa-free entry to Ukraine enter the
country,
a
government
official
said,
cited
by Kommersant.ua.
Tighter control will affect EU, US and Canada citizens. All the rest of countries agreed on
a visa-free regime with Ukraine in 2005 or later will not be affected by the new
regulations.
The unnamed official said the reasons for the move were political as the EU and the
countries in question had exerted pressure on Kiev in relation to the latest developments
in
Ukraine.
Upon entering Ukraine EU, US and Canada citizens will have to pay a fee so that their
personal details could be added to a register.

Ukraine opposition leader turns down PM post: presidency (FOCUS News
Agency)
00:06 - Ukrainian opposition leader Arseniy Yatsenyuk has formally turned down an offer
to be prime minister but the government and opposition have agreed to scrap draconian
anti-protest laws, the presidency said in a statement on Monday, AFP reports. Following
talks with the opposition in Kiev, the presidency said the two sides also agreed an
amnesty for arrested protesters but only on condition that activists leave official buildings
they have occupied and clear away barricades from roads.

Euromaidan: The dead, the missing, and the jailed
by Claire Bigg
RFE/RL (27.01.2014) -Since pro-European protests erupted in Kyiv in late November,
Ukrainian authorities have jailed dozens of demonstrators and sympathizers. Four
civilians
have
been
killed
so
far,
and
several
are
missing.
This list is compiled from media reports, information released by Euromaidan SOS, an
online initiative gathering information on police brutality, and reporting by RFE/RL's
Ukrainian Service. It may not be exhaustive and will be updated as warranted.
Dead
Yuriy Verbytskyy, a 50-year-old seismologist and Euromaidan volunteer, was found
dead in a forest near Kyiv on January 22. He was abducted from a Kyiv hospital along

with opposition activist and journalist Ihor Lutsenko after sustaining an eye injury during
a police clash. Lutsenko says both he and Verbytsky, whose hands and clothes bore
traces of duct tape, were tortured all night. Police say Verbytskyy died of exposure.
Serhiy Nihoyan, 21, was shot dead on January 22 during a violent clash between riot
police and protesters in Kyiv. An ethnic Armenian, Nihoyan was part of Euromaidan's
security team. The authorities insist Nihoyan was killed by bullets that are not used by
police forces.
Euromaidan activist Mikhail Zhyzneuski, who was in his late 20s, died of a gunshot
wound to the heart on January 22 during police clashes. A native of Belarus, he was a
member of the Ukrainian nationalist group UNA-UNSO.
Roman Senik, a protester from a town in the western Lviv region, died in a Kyiv hospital
on January 22 after being wounded in the chest during clashes with riot police. Senik, 45,
underwent several operations, including an arm amputation, before succumbing to his
injuries.
Missing
Dmytro Bulatov, 35, has been missing since January 22. A leader of Automaidan, a
drivers' group created to support the pro-European protesters, Bulatov had received
death threats prior to his disappearance. There is no record of him being arrested by
police.
Inna Grygoryan, a young woman from the city of Lviv, was last seen on Independence
Square on November 30 as riot police violently dispersed protesters. There is no record
of her being arrested by police. A murder investigation has been opened.
Lyubomir Hurmak, 32, from the western city of Kolomia. His relatives have been
unable to contact him since he set off to Kyiv more than a week ago.
Andriy Karbyshev, a Euromaidan volunteer from Ivano-Frankivsk, left Independence
Square on January 25 after telling fellow volunteers that he would be back soon. He has
not been seen since. His mobile phone is switched off.
Volodymyr Pryydun also disappeared after
Euromaidan. Police have no record of his arrest.
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Anatoliy Shynkaruk, a native of Vinnytsia in his 50s, is the third person reported
missing following the November 30 police raid on Euromaidan protesters.
Jailed
Rudolf Abramyan -- Detained along with protesters in Kyiv on January 23 and
sentenced to two months in jail. His wife says Abramian, a taxi driver, is not an activist
and was simply driving passengers to the city center when he was detained.
Mykhaylo Alekseyev -- 34-year-old Euromaidan activist, jailed for two months. A court
in Kyiv found him guilty of participating in mass riots and assaulting police.
Stepan Andriychuk -- 65, jailed for two months. Andriychuk, who is disabled, is
believed to have accidently found himself at the scene of violent street fighting between
protesters and riot police.

Viktor Davydyak -- Sentenced to two months. The 20-year-old student was brought to
court from a hospital, where he was being treated for injuries sustained during clashes
between protesters and police.
Nestor Dydyk -- Automaidan activist in Kyiv. Sentenced to two months.
Yukhym Dyshkant -- Sentenced to two months on charges of taking part in mass riots.
According to witnesses, the 25-year-old author and poet was assaulted and beaten up in
central Kyiv as he returned home.
Andriy Dzyndzya -- Journalist and activist with Road Control. Sentenced to two months
for allegedly attempting to storm the president's office in Kyiv last month. According to a
fellow activist, Dzyndzya was beaten up by police during his arrest.
Maryan Havryliv -- Freelance photographer from Lvov detained as he took pictures of
clashes between protesters and riot police in Kyiv. Sentenced to two months.
Omelyan Havryliv -- Automaidan activist in Kyiv. Sentenced to two months.
Mykyta Horskyy -- Automaidan activist in Kyiv. Sentenced to two months on charges of
assaulting police.
Andriy Ivanyuk -- Student and activist. Sentenced to one month. Fellow protesters say
Ivanyuk was beaten up by police.
Volodymyr
Karahyaur -Cameraman
for
the
Internet
television
station
Spilnobachenya. Sentenced to two months on charges of organizing mass riots. His
colleagues say Karahyaur was detained at a gas station in Kyiv while buying gasoline in
canisters.
Yuriy Khrobust -- Student, sentenced to two months' house arrest at his university
campus for allegedly participating in mass riots. Reportedly beaten by up police.
Ihor Kobzar -- Automaidan activist. Sentenced to two months.
Oleksandr Kostur -- Student, 21, detained on January 22 during a police raid on
protesters. Sentenced to two months.
Andriy Kotlyar -- Student, sentenced to two months' home arrest at his university
dormitory. Found guilty of taking part in mass riots.
Artur Kovalchuk -- Sentenced to two months on charges of taking part in mass riots.
Was beaten up and detained along with poet Yukhym Dyshkant and musician Dmytro
Moskalets several blocks away from the riots. Kovalchuk, 29, suffered a broken nose.
Vadym Kovalov -- Kyiv student sentenced to two months' home arrest in his student
dormitory. His friends say he was severely beaten up by riot police.
Oleksandr Kravtsov -- Automaidan activist. Sentenced to two months in jail for
allegedly damaging vehicles belonging to the Berkut riot police.
Anton Kudynov -- Journalist, sentenced to one month on charges of participating in
mass riots. He says he approached riot police with a white flag.
Andriy Lenets -- Automaidan activist. Sentenced to two months. According to
witnesses, Lenets, 41, lost several teeth and has difficulty walking after being beaten up
by riot police.

Andriy Lisovenko -- Euromaidan protester, 41. Sentenced to two months.
Andriy Loza -- Journalist, was detained as he covered street fighting between police and
protesters in Kyiv for the opposition newspaper "VO svoboda." Sentenced to two months.
Oleksandr Mandych -- Automaidan activist, 30. Sentenced to two months.
Volodymyr Markus -- Euromaidan activist, detained at a Kyiv gas station along with
journalist Volodymyr Karahyaur. Sentenced to two months.
Oleksandr Markus -- Euromaidan activist, also detained at a Kyiv gas station along with
Volodymyr Karahyaur. Sentenced to two months.
Serhiy Martynenko -- Automaidan activist, 26. Sentenced to two months.
Vitaliy Mayborskyy -- Sentenced to house arrest.
Dmytro Moskalets -- Sentenced to two months. Musician and culture expert, was
beaten up and detained along with poet Yukhym Dyshkant and Artur Kovalchuk several
blocks away from the riots.
Ihor Mysyak -- 20 years old, sentenced to two months.
Danylo Okulov -- Student, sentenced to two months' house arrest at his university
dormitory for allegedly taking part in mass riots. Witnesses say he was beaten up by
police.
Denys Ostapienko -- Sentenced to two months.
Ihor Palokha -- Automaidan activist. Sentenced to two months.
Mykola Pasichnyk -- 72 years old, was sentenced to two months in jail for allegedly
throwing stones at police. Police seized fish, bread, and lard from him.
Vasyl Popovych -- Sentenced to home arrest after being detained during clashes
between protesters and police.
Yaroslav Puzhak -- Automaidan activist, 19. Sentenced to two months.
Denys Rubtsov -- Automaidan activist. Sentenced to two months. An opposition
lawmaker who attended his trial said Rubtsov had been severely injured by police and
had 17 stiches on his head.
Dmytro Saidakov -- Automaidan activist. Sentenced to two months.
Oleksiy Salyha -- Automaidan activist, 29. Sentenced to two months.
Denys Serhiyenko -- Automaidan activist, 32. Sentenced to two months. Activists say
police beat him up and badly damaged his car.
Oleksandr Shkrabak -- Student, sentenced to one month in jail for allegedly taking
part in mass riots on January 20. Witnesses say Shrabak was beaten by a group of men
and taken to a police station.
Andriy Shmyndyuk -- Automaidan activist, sentenced to two months.
Vasyl Slivinskyy -- Sentenced to house arrest after being detained in central Kyiv.

Viktor Smaliy -- Sentenced to two months in jail. Smaliy, a father of four, is the lawyer
of jailed journalist and Road Control activist Andriy Dzyndzya. Found guilty of attempting
to kill a judge.
Bohdan Sutnik -- Sentenced to two months in jail.
Serhiy Symonov -- Sentenced to house arrest for allegedly participating in mass riots.
Vladyslav Tsylytskyy -- Computer programmer, was detained during mass riots in
Kyiv. Police allegedly broke his nose and jaw. Sentenced to two months in absentia while
he was in hospital.
Serhiy Volodko -- 20, sentenced to two months by a court in Kyiv.
Serhiy Zelinskyy -- Automaidan activist, 31. Sentenced to two months.
Dmytro Zhytniy -- 44 years old, sentenced to two months.

Friday 27 January in Ukraine
Protests spread throughout the country
See the map of administration buildings seized and mass protests at
http://euromaidanpr.wordpress.com/2014/01/27/euromaidan-battles-spread-to-theregions/

From her prison, Tymoshenko tells opposition leaders to reject Yanukovych's
offer (Kyiv Post)

6:55 p.m., Jan. 27 -- No surprise here, but imprisoned ex-Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko is against President Viktor Yanukovych's proposed compromise to end the
national crisis by appointing opposition leaders Arseniy Yatseniuk as prime minister and
Vitali Klitschko as deputy prime minister. Here's the text of her appeal:
I am sorry that I couldn't get in touch with the outside world today and express my
attitude to the recent propositions of the authorities regarding crisis regulation.
I appeal to the leaders of the opposition asking to reject these humiliating conditions
proposed by the government.
The people of Ukraine came to the streets neither for the opposition leaders' seats
neither even for cancellation of dictatorial laws.
People seek to radically change their lives, establish justice in Ukraine and move towards
European values.
There will be no other opportunity for that.
Politicians still do not understand that people are willing to achieve their goals giving
their lives, health, and physical liberty.
I understand their desires and fully support them.
The only way out of the crisis can be the full implementation of all the demands of the
people.

My dear Ukrainians! You are the best and most valuable in the world.
Do not be afraid, your key to victory is the increase of your forces on all the Maidans of
Ukraine.
I beg you, go ahead, do not stop and do not reduce your hitting force on power.
If you stop for a moment, the country will be held hostage by the tyranny in just a
moment for many years.
Today only you can protect all generations of Ukrainians.
I'm always with you and always for you.
Yulia
Tymoshenko,
Kachanivska prison, Kharkiv
Jan. 27
Party of the Regions will not vote for the repeal of the controversial laws
(Evropaïska Pravda)
6:44 p.m., Jan. 27 - Interfax-Ukraine: Regions Party not to vote to repeal new laws at
Rada's extraordinary session, suggests amending them, says MP Chechetov
The Party of Regions faction in the Ukrainian parliament is not going to vote for the
repeal of the controversial January 16 laws, as the opposition insists, Party of Regions
faction member Mykhailo Chechetov has said.
Asked by Interfax-Ukraine on whether the Party of Regions will vote to repeal the new
laws at the Tuesday extraordinary session of parliament, Chechetov said: "Absolutely
not, we will not agree to the abolition of these laws."
"During the consultations between the president and the opposition, proposals were
voiced to amend the laws, which we adopted in order to bring our legislation in line with
European law, which for some reason got a hostile reception from the so-called
supporters of the European integration," Chechetov said.
"We told them that we would not cancel [the laws] because they were copied from
European ones. However, we can make some amendments," he added.
The lawmaker added that they suggested setting up a joint group involving European
experts to amend these laws.
Yanukovych, Ban Ki-moon talk (Kyiv Post)
6:31 p.m., Jan. 27 -- President Viktor Yanukovych and United Nations Secretary
General Ban Ki-moon talked today by telephone. The parties discussed the current
political situation in Ukraine. During the call, Yanukovych stressed the importance of
continuing the dialogue through negotiations for finding optimal solutions to the political
crisis. In turn, the UN secretary-general stressed the importance of peaceful settlement
of the situation. He urged all parties to exercise maximum restraint and to find ways to
resolve the crisis through dialogue. In this regard, Ban Ki-moon expressed his readiness
to send to Ukraine UN special representative to participate in this dialogue. -- Katya
Gorchinskaya

Ruling pro-presidential Party of Regions disbands on Lviv Oblast Council (Kyiv
Post)
5:43 p.m., Jan. 27 -- Western Ukraine continues to be an inhospitable place to be a a
member of the party of President Viktor Yanukovych's ruling party. According to ZIK.ua,
the Party of Regions faction on the Lviv Oblast Council has decided to disband, reported
one of the deputies, Sergiy Fedorenko. "Understanding that we have a political
responsibility for the situation in the state, we consider that it is necessary to apologize
to our constituents," Fedorenko said in a statement. "However, in the current situation
when the policy of the Party of Regions does not meet its programmatic principles,
doesn't unite but divides the country, we condemn the decisions of those regional

councils ho appeal to the president calling for forceful solution of the crisis or a state of
emergency in the country." - Iryna Yeroshko
Report: Government plans to increase riot-control police force to 30,000
troops (Kyiv Post)
5:38 p.m, Jan. 27 -- The reputable Ukrainian weekly Zerkalo Nedeli reports that the
Cabinet of Ministers adopted a secret resolution to increase the number of riot troops
sixfold. According to the newspaper's information, the number in two special units,
Berkut and Griffon, will go up to 30,000 officers. At the same time, they will be given
more power. Secondly, the Justice Ministry is ordered to legalize creation of civic patrols
to establish order in the streets, which could apply to "titushki," the government-hired
thugs who have recently been working in conjunction with the police. Also, the
government is planning to close off 30 streets in Kyiv. Moreover, the Cabinet is planning
to set aside money from the reserve fund, used for emergency situations, to buy
ammunition and weapons for special forces. Zerkalo Nedeli also reports that the Cabinet
is preparing documents about introduction of martial law. -- Katya Gorchinksaya

Activists reported missing in Donetsk (Kyiv Post)
5:24 p.m., Jan. 27 -- An activist and a journalist from Donetsk are reported missing
today. One of them, Kateryna Zhemchuzhnikov, contacted colleagues at 11:32 a.m. and
said: "I have a problem. I'll be soon at your place." Since then, her phone has been
disconnected and her whereabouts are unknown. Another missing activist is Svoboda
Party member Arthur Shevtsov, according to the head of the Svoboda Party regional
branch Igor Slavgorodskii. -- Iryna Yeroshko

Journalists enter 'no-man's-land' on Hrushchevskoho Street between police,
protesters (Kyiv Post)
5:18 p.m., Jan. 27 -- Around 50 journalists came to the border line between police
officers and protesters on Hrushevskoho Street, reports Ukrainska Pravda. The rally was
organised as a means of calling on police officers to avoid shooting or harming working
journalists. More than 40 journalists have been injured during clashes on Hrushevskoho
Street, facing attacks by police even though some of them clearly wore clothing that
identified them as "press." Participants of the rally held banners that read "Journalists are
not targets" and "We are all citizens of one country. Do not shoot." Meanwhile, police
officers kept on asking them via loud speaker to leave the border line. -- Anastasia Forina

Council of Europe calls for repeal of anti-democratic laws in Ukraine (Kyiv Post)
4:24 p.m., Jan. 27 -- The Secretary General of the Council of Europe, Thorbjorn
Jagland, called on Ukraine today to cancel and suspend recent legislation that
criminalized free speech and participation in peaceful demonstrations. ''The initial Council
of Europe assessment of the Jan. 16 laws shows that too many provisions are clearly not
in compliance with the European Convention on Human Rights. Therefore, they should
not apply. Our recommendation is that the Verkhovna Rada either cancels these laws or
suspends them for a significant period of time, in order to allow for an inclusive process
in the parliament. The Rada will receive our analysis. Our experts are at the disposal of
the authorities, to assist them in this process.' -- Oksana Grytsenko

Ukrainian House now headquarters for AutoMaidan (Kyiv Post)

4:16 p.m., Jan. 27 -- Ukrainian House, a state-owned exhibition hall under the control
of the anti-government EuroMaidan activists, is now the headquarters for AutoMaidan.
The AutoMaidan offshoot of the EuroMaidan movement organizes rolling protests in
automobiles outside the luxury homes of public officials. Two military tents have been
erected near the frontlines of the police-protester standoff on 2 Hrushevskoho
Street. Hundreds of police stand on the other side of the barricades, with at least 10
police buses as well. -- Mark Rachkevych.
Police reportedly set up roadblocks outside of Kyiv (Kyiv Post)
4:03 p.m, Jan 27 -- From Anthony James Addington-Barker's Facebook post:
"Roadblocks (are) on one of the main highways in and out of Kyiv (near Kipti) - (Police)
are stopping and searching trucks, vans, and cars with what appeared to be more than
two or three people inside. This was one of two checkpoints I drove through where I
counted more than 13 vans pulled over by the side of the road, and I would say, a little
over 20 police were searching the vehicles. -- Brian Bonner

Leader of Spilna Sprava
provocations (Kyiv Post)
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3:55 p.m., Jan. 27 --Leader of Spilna Sprava Oleksandr Danyliuk, who has led the
takeover of three ministries in the past few days, through his Facebook page responded
to accusations that his group are provocateurs who want to destabilize the country. He
wrote:
"Opposition, a provocation is not our peaceful seizures of ministries, but your 150
brainless councils without a single plan of action, which have led to our guys being
beaten and kidnapped in the streets, that the center of Kyiv for a week has had military
actions taking place. You, impotents, are responsible for their deaths, as well." -- Katy
Gorchinskaya

Funeral services today Roman Senyk, the third fatal shooting victim on Jan.
22 (Kyiv Post)
2:55 p.m., Jan. 27 -- Roman Senyk was shot with a metal, 12-millimeter hunting bullet,
according to Mykola Diomin, chief doctor of the Kyiv city hospital No. 17 where Senyk
was getting medical treatment. "I've shown this bullet to the military and hunters and
they said they don't know what it is used for. This bullet is meant for inflicting serious
injuries. I even don't know where it is used," Diomin said.
An hour before Senyk was shot on Hrushevskoho Street, he talked over the phone with
his niece, Olena Lysak, according to Senyk's sister, Lesya Lysak, in an interview with
TSN. When Olena asked him why he's staying there, he said: "I'm staying here for you,
for your kids and grandchildren."
He also told her that he had already bought a ticket to go home. The funeral of Senyk is
to be held today in Nakonechne Second, the village of Yavoriv district in Lviv Oblast,
where he lived. When at night on Jan.24 activists of EuroMaidan SOS organization shared
via social networks the announcement about Senyk needing blood after losing 3.5 liters
following a gunshot wound, more than 200 Kyivans donated their blood at Kyiv center of
blood, Ukrainska Pravda reported. -- Anastasia Forina

Spilna Sprava activists release Justice Ministry, but continues to block access to
building(Kyiv Post)

2:40 p.m., Jan. 27 -- Less than 24 hours after seizing the Justice Ministry building in
central Kyiv, members of civic group Spitna Sprava (Common Cause) vacated the
government office after criticism from both the government and their opposition allies.
Instead, Spilna Sprava will block the entrance to the ministry, its leader Oleksandr
Danylyuk wrote on his Facebook page.
Danyliuk, however, said that his colleagues will be ready to capture the building on Jan.
28 should parliament during its special session on Jan. 28 not concede to the demands of
the opposition and EuroMaidan.
"If the demands on restoring of constitutional order, organizing of presidential and
parliament elections and ceasing terror acts against Ukrainian people are not
fulfilled tomorrow, then we will storm all administrative buildings and will allow there only
people who are directly responsible for the lives and health of people," Danyliuk warned.
Spilna Sprava members captured the Justice Ministry building at about 11:00 p.m. on
Jan. 26. The action infuriated its head, Olena Lukash, a government participant in
negotiations with the opposition who warned that she would push for imposing a state of
emergency across the country if the protesters did not immediately release the building.
The opposition was clear in its message that it did not support the action of Spilna
Sprava in overtaking the Justice Ministry. "Such kind of actions may (lead to) war,"
Svoboda party member Yuriy Syrotiuk told the Kyiv Post. "We should make a tough
decision on this issue." -- Oksana Grytsenko, Christopher J. Miller

Dzyndzya, detained activist with police watchdog Road Control, released
today (Kyiv Post)
2:39 p.m., Jan. 27 -- Andriy Dzyndzya, a journalist from the Road Control civic police
watchdog, has been released today. "Shevchenkivsky District Court has withdrawn
charges. (Dzyndzya) was released immediately in the court room," reads the court's
statement that was posted on the Facebook page of the EuroMaidan SOS organization.
Dzyndzya was detained on Dec. 6, convicted, and sentenced to two months in prison. He
was accused of the illegal takeover of a front-end loader that was used on Dec.1 by
demonstrators to smash down a fence near a building of the Presidential Administration
complex. Dzyndzya denied the charges and said he is not linked with those who were
storming the administration, but rather was just filming the events as a journalist. -Anastasia Forina .

EuroMaidan security commander, opposition Batkivshchyna
parliament Kubiv condemns Spilna Sprava's takeover of
buildings (Kyiv Post)

member of
government

2:24 p.m., Jan. 27 -- Batkivshchyna member of parliament Stepan Kubiv, who also
serves as the security commander of the Trade Unions Building, said the political
opposition and EuroMaidan National Council condemned the takeover by Spilna Sprava of
strategically important government buildings, including the Agricultural Ministry, Energy
Ministry and Justice Ministry. "We denounce these provocative actions that are designed
to provoke a state of emergency being called," Kubiv said. "We are for peace and no
more bloodshed."
Kubiv added that he will personally ensure that everyone on Euromaidan ha access to
warm food and clothes, firewood and diesel generators if need be. "There is no reason
why a group of 50 must take over a strategically important building just to seek shelter
from the cold. This is impermissible," Kubiv said. He added that the rest of EuroMaidan,
including Ukrainian House, is calm and under control. -- Mark Rachkevych

Kravchuk, Ukraine's president from 1991-1994, will host roundtable today (Kyiv
Post)
2:16 p.m., Jan. 27 -- Ukraine's first president, Leonid Kravchuk, says he will make
another attempt to extricate Ukraine from its political crisis. He is holding yet another
roundtable discussion today at 4 p.m. in the main red building of Taras Shevchenko
National University. "How to get out of the political crisis" is the topic. The address is 60
Volodymyrska St., 2nd Floor, Hall of the Academic Council. Invited participants include
heads of the political groups in the Verkhovna Rada and leaders of different religious and
cultural groups of Ukraine. -- Oksana Grytsenko

Many journalists injured covering events in Zaporizhya (Kyiv Post)
1:57 p.m., Jan. 27 -- Many journalists were injured in Zaporizhya on Jan. 26, after
police officers cleaned up the square where about 10,000 protesters were trying to seize
the building of that housethe oblast government's state administration, according to the
Zaporizhya bureau of of Komentari newspaper.
Yuri Hudymenko, chief editor of Mriya newspaper was one of them. "I was filming until
my hand, in which I was holding my press accreditation, was hit with a bat. The hand is
almost unhurt, except for a broken finger. The hospitals are packed with injured,"
Hudymenko wrote on his Facebook page.
Dmytro Smolienko, photographer of Ukrinform, was also attacked by police
officers. Berkut riot control police officers and hired thugs took away and crushed his
camera worth $8,000 and brutally beaten him.
Here's how he described what happened to him on Jan. 26: "Everything is covered with
blood after that - my forehead is cut. They put me in a prison truck and brought me to
the police department. We stood in front of the department for about 20 minutes. Police
officers didn't know what to do - let us go or register.
"Later I was brought to the cabinet and Oleksandr Peklushenko, the Zaporizhya Oblast
governor, came there and started telling me that I should have known where I could get
in trouble and where not," Smolienko recalled.
Many other journalists also got injured in Zaporizhya on Jan. 26, Taras Belka, a journalist
from Zaporizhya, reported on Hromadske TV. On his Facebook he also wrote that police
officers shot at journalists. The total number of injured is unknown so far. -- Anastasia
Forina

Polish journalists say Berkut riot police offers beat them (Kyiv Post)
1:21 p.m., Jan. 27 -- Two Polish journalists say that they were beaten while trying to
cover EuroMaidan protests in Cherkasy on Jan. 26. The two journalists working for Belsat
TV, Serhiy Marchuk and Yuriy Vysotsky, say that officers also detained them and took
away their camera. They held a press conference today, describing how they came went
to Cherkasy to cover the AutoMaidan protests -- the rolling car caravans that go outside
the homes of public officials to protes. They ended up reporting on the protesters'
storming of the Cherkasy Oblast Administration Building.
At one point, dozens of Berkut riot police started beating demonstrators with truncheons
and fired guns with rubber bullets, sometimes at a distance of less than two meters from
their targets. At the scene, a civilian vehicle smashed a riot police officer to the ground.
They started filming how Berkut came to his aid. At that point, the officers shoved and

pushed the journalists, then started beating them. They were detained in a bus for
awhile. They beat them again in a bus. They kept screaming in Russian, Polish and
Ukrainian that they were journalists and the officers then released them.
Marchuk was taken to the hospital and received 11 stitches in his head. Vysotsky got first
aid and spent whole the night until 6 a.m. today filing a police report on the confiscation
of cameras. Police wrote in their report that unidentified people took it and they never
got the camera back. This morning, they took a taxi back to Kyiv. Vysotsky has a
fractured nose. The TV station is located in Poland, but broadcasts in the Belarusian
language for a Belarus audience. -- Mark Rachkevych
Officer who leaked video of police abusing EuroMaidan activist forced to flee
Ukraine, reports TSN (Kyiv Post)
12:26 p.m., Jan. 27 The officer who leaked a video of Berkut riot police abusing a
EuroMaidan activist has fled Ukraine, fearing for his safety, reports TSN.
The
video, (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z0zD3pOG-Tk),
in
which Mykhailo
Gavryliuk, a 34-year-old construction worker from Chernivtsi and a EuroMaidan activist is
stripped, beaten and humiliated by the riot police, made waves immediately after it was
published on YouTube, amassing more than 2.5 million hits in a few days.
Officers detained Gavryliuk Jan. 22 on Hrushevskoho Street. After the video surfaced that
day, police released him. He returned to EuroMaidan, where he resumed his post as part
of a military unit formed by protesters to protect Independence Square from police raids.
A second video of the incident (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PhifbbS0rj8) was
recently published online. -- Christopher J. Miller

Party of Regions condemns
criminal (Kyiv Post)
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11:44 a.m., Jan. 27 - A statement condemning revolutionary events in Ukraine called
"The existence of Independent Ukraine is in danger" was posted on the official website of
Party of Regions. "Criminal invasions of Regional State Administrations is a direct
evidence of coup d'etat in the country," the statement reads. Opposition leaders are also
condemned in the statement for calling on the nation to continue protests. "The attempts
of opposition leaders Arseniy Yatseniuk, Vitali Klitschko and Oleh Tiahnybok to disown the
activities of their supporters, seizing of governmental buildings are miserable attempts to
avoid the responsibility for crimes, as the whole country has been hearing for months
hysterical calls of three careless men for all Ukrainian mobilization and strike," the
website reads. Ukrainian protesters are called terrorists and extremists in the statement
and are accused of running the country into the ground through fighting. -- Daryna
Shevchenko

Second video of torture of Mykhailo Havryliak released (Kyiv Post)
10:46 a.m., Jan. 27 -- The second video of torture used by Berkut against Mykhailo
Havrylyak, a captured protester, was released on Youtube.
In this video, protesters can be seen walking completely naked in the snow among
Berkut officers, who are paying little attention to him. The first video was released last
Thursday. Interior Minister said he would conduct a full investigation of the incident.

Protesters say they aren't leaving the Justice Ministry building (Kyiv Post)

10:46 a.m., Jan. 27 -- One of the Spilna Sprava guards who is holding a Justice
Ministry building says that 150 protesters are assigned to keep the building in the
opposition's hands. This guard said the plan is to stay until the government changes
hands. "We have nothing to lose. A state of emergency already exists," this guard said.
The guards decided not to let in Justice Ministry employees to work this morning, this
guard said, because of the combative stance of Justice Minister Olena Lukash, who has
threatened to call for martial law. -- Mark Rachkevych

More about Roman Senyk, the third gunshot victim from Jan. 22 (Kyiv Post)
10:29 a.m., Jan. 27 -- On Jan. 25, another activist, Roman Senyk, 45, from Lviv
Oblast, died. He was shot on Jan. 22 during clashes between protesters and police on
Hrushevskogo Street. His death brings to three the number of protesters killed that day
by gunshots. He died in Kyiv city hospital No. 17.
"The doctors were fighting for his life for three days, but his injuries were too severe. He
had serious lung injuries, underwent several surgeries and his hand was amputated,"
said Svoboda Party member of parliament Iryna Sekh, writing on her Facebook page on
Jan.25.
Two other men were shot to death on Jan. 22. One of them is Serhiy Nihoyan, a 20-yearold Armenian native who lived in Dnipropetrovsk Oblast The other victim is Mykhailo
Zhyznevsky, a 25-year-old Belarus resident.
Senyk's death brings to four the number of confirmed fatalities since Jan. 22 in the
national crisis. Yuri Verbytsky, a 50-year-old activist from Lviv, was found dead in a
forest near the Kyiv suburb in Boryspil at night on Jan. 23 after he was kidnapped from
Oleksandrivska Hospital in Kyiv on Jan.21 and brutally tortured. The other activist
kidnapped and beaten with him, Igor Lutsenko, lived.
Police continue to deny they are using live ammunition on demonstrators and say they
have only been armed with rubber bullets. Prime Minister Mykola Azarov continues to say
that police are not armed, despite evidence to the contrary. Leaders of EuroMaidan and
the political opposition accuse police of shooting the three men on Jan. 22. In an
interview, Lutsenko believes that the unknown men who kidnapped him and killed
Verbytsky were targeting high-profile activists. -- Anastasia Forina

Main Justice Ministry building under government control (Kyiv Post)
10 a.m., Jan. 27 -- The main Justice Ministry building on Rylsky Provulok near St.
Stophia Square is controlled by the government. Some five masked riot police officers
with shields stood at the top of the staircase in the foyer this morning. Two security
guards outside said no attempt was made at this building. However, another Justice
Ministry building remains in the hands of protesters. Justice Minister Olena Lukash has
warned that the continued occupation of government buildings will lead to a declaration
of martial law. Parliament is meeting tomorrow.-- Mark Rachkevych

EuroMaidanPR: Protesters control 10 oblast administration offices (Kyiv Post)
8:04 a.m., Jan. 27 -- EuroMaidan PR, the official public relations service of the
EuroMaidan protests, says that activists were arrested and beaten while trying to take
over government headquarters in four districts over the weekend. The service says that
the demonstrators were forcibly dispersed by police acting together with "titushkas" -government-hired thugs -- in the four districts.

At this moment, protesters' control the government regional headquarters in 10 oblasts Ivano-Frankivsk, Lviv, Lutsk, Chernivtsi, Ternopil, Khmelnytskiy, Rivne, Vinnytsya,
Zhytomyr, and Poltava districts.
Proters were blocked in their attempts to seize the government buildings in
Dnipropetrovsk, Zaporizhzhya, Chernihiv, and Kherson oblasts, while the Sumy and
Cherkasy districts were taken over for a short time. See the map of administration
buildings
seized
and
mass
protests athttp://euromaidanpr.wordpress.com/2014/01/27/euromaidan-battlesspread-to-the-regions/

EuroMaidanPR also reports
permitted inside (Kyiv Post)
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12:45 a.m., Jan. 27 -- EuroMaidan PR, the official public relations service of the
Protesters in Kyiv have taken over one of the buildings of the Minisrty of Justice on
Horodetskoho, 13. Now protesters are building barricades from trash bins. The first floor
of the building and the gates are barricaded with furniture from the Ministry. Journalists
are not permitted inside the building. Oleksandr Danylyuk, leader of the 'Spilna Sprava"
movement, informs through his FB page: "Reinforcements for constructing barricades are
needed. Please come everybody that has that possibility". Earlier, on January 25th, the
protesters had taken over the Ministry of Energy and Coal Industry, but later left it. On
Jan. 24, the building of the Ministry of Agrarian Policy had been taken over. -- Brian
Bonner
Donetsk security forces break out at Vasylkiv and go to Kyiv
Evropaïska Pravda
01:17 a.m., Jan. 27 - Donetsk special forces that had been blocked in Vasylkiv broke
through the entrapment and went to Kyiv, reported the community activist and member
of the UDAR party Vladlen Serhiyenko.
On Sunday, it was announced that a new group of special forces had came to Vasylkiv in
Kyiv Oblast. They arrived at the NAU campus for a short-term deployment and
subsequent journey to Kyiv.
There were 10 large-sized buses such as "Icarus "on the campus.
Local residents reacted instantly; they organized peaceful action at the college gate and
blocked the passage.Both protesters and their cars were beaten during the breakout.
The original text is on the Ukrainska Pravda website at:
http://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2014/01/26/7011409/
Zaporizhzhia titushky and militia beat protesters together
Evropaïska Pravda
01:10 p.m., Jan. 27 - In Zaporizhzhia, the security forces accompanied by titushky
threw grenades and shot people during a peaceful protest near the Oblast State
Administration (OSA) building at which protesters demanded the resignation of the
current government.
Local journalist Taras Bilka said on his Facebook page: A barricade is growing.
Zaporozhyians are chanting, "Zaporizhzhya Sich"... Unknown in masks, perhaps titushky have disappeared from the second floor of the OSA. Militia is embattled. Also,

30 officers in helmets (internal military forces or Berkut). Among them, people in civilian
clothes with shaved heads.
He later said: "Security mobilized and nearly all came to the square. Suspicious. No
passenger cars on the avenue. Only public transportation. There is information that the
traffic police won't let them go to the square."
A few minutes later it became known that the square in front of OSA is being mopped
up.
"We are being shot. People are throwing grenades," reported Bilka. Also titushky are
launching fireworks into the people. He said titushky had white ribbons on their sleeves;
they caught everyone without a ribbon and beat them.
The original text is on the Ukrainska Pravda website at:
http://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2014/01/26/7011388/
Titushkas occupying Dnipropetrovsk admin building are ringed
Evropaïska Pravda
0.44 a.m. - In Dnepropetrovsk, several thousand protesters gathered near the Oblast
State Administration (OSA) building.Activists making noise, and occasionally bangs,
thought to be firecrackers are heard.
The administration building is densly ringed. Ten militia officers are lined up in front of it,
and people are trying to break into the building.
Opposition leaders have been allowed into negotiations in the building.
Also, around 200-250 athletic young men have barricaded themselves in the building,
and the militia is protecting them.
At present, activists are chanting, "Titushkas out of OSA!" People are demanding criminal
prosecution.
According to the Oblast Militia, as a result of clashes near OSA, four people are wounded
(three titushkas and one of the protesters), and seven activists have been arrested.
Hundreds of titushkas covered by the OSA security showered protesters with sticks,
stones, tear gas, and smoke grenades. In response, the activists threw chunks of ice.
A "Dnipro" ultra was shot during the protest: a group titushkas opened fire without
notice.
The militia warning that mass action is illegal and participants will be brought to justice.
According to the Interior Ministry in Dnipropetrovsk Oblast, at present 14 protesters have
been detained and taken to district militia departments. Eight officers and one of the
attackers were wounded.
At 14.00 a group of radical young people from the protesters began to act aggressively
toward the militia, attempting to break through the militia cordon, throwing smoke
bombs and fires, and trying to break down the fence, the MIA reported.
Eight militia officers were wounded (1st degree chemical burns on faces, cut abdomen
and arms); they were delivered to a local hospital.

The Investigative Department of the Dnipropetrovsk Militia opened criminal proceedings
under Part 1, Art. 294 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine (riots). Due to the injuries, the
militia opened criminal proceedings under Part 2 of Art. 342 of the Criminal Code of
Ukraine (resistance to authorities), and criminal proceedings under Art. 348 of the
Criminal Code of Ukraine (attempt on the life of a law enforcement agent).
The original text is on the Ukrainska Pravda website at:
http://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2014/01/26/7011388/

Friday 24 January in Ukraine
20.17: Protesters seize more government offices; now have buildings in seven
regional cities, plus Kyiv (Kyiv Post)
Overnight on Jan. 23-24, anti-government protesters took over Ukraine's Agricultural
Ministry, the first national governmental building to be seized since EuroMaidan started
more than two months ago. Protesters earlier took control of Kyiv city hall. Additionally,
the Kyiv Post confirmed that four regional gubernatorial buildings were taken over today,
bringing to eight the number controlled by protesters in the regions. See picture:
http://www.kyivpost.com/content/ukraine/first-central-and-three-more-regionalgovernmental-buildings-seized-335536.html
18:24: Yaroslav Sukhy resigns from Regions party (ZIK)
An influential member of the Party of Regions, Yaroslav Sukhy, resigned from the party.
He will continue as Rada lawmaker.
Ya. Sukhy read his statement which was shown by Kanal 5 TV Jan. 24.
Earlier, several key Regions lawmakers have also resigned from the party - Inna
Bohoslovska and her husband Melnychenko and David Zhvania.According to him, the
Maidan rally is made up of radical and peaceful protesters. "It is necessary to separate
the peaceful Maidan from the radical one," he said.
The incumbent described as gross violations of the law the on-going seizure of
administrations by protesters. He said Ukraine authorities banned entry in Ukraine to
representatives of radical groups and criminals.
18:23: Yanukovych: police do not break law (ZIK)
Addressing leaders of Ukraine churches and religious organizations, Pres. Yanukovych
blamed the opposition and Maidan activists for provoking violent reaction of the police,
Interfax-Ukrayina reports.
According to him, the Maidan rally is made up of radical and peaceful protesters. "It is
necessary to separate the peaceful Maidan from the radical one," he said.
The incumbent described as gross violations of the law the on-going seizure of
administrations by protesters.
He said authorities banned entry in Ukraine to representatives of radical groups and
criminals.

17.45 Yanukovych government promises reshuffles at Rada special session,
planned for Tuesday, January 28 (Interfax-Ukraine)
16:53 State of emergency not to be considered at Rada's special session, says
speaker (Interfax Ukraine)
Verkhovna Rada Chairman Volodymyr Rybak has said that the issue of introducing a
state of emergency will not be raised at an extraordinary session of parliament on
January 28, the only issue on its agenda is the peaceful resolution of the political crisis in
Ukraine.
16:32: Ruban: "Maidan NGOs must have role in talks with Yanukovych" (ZIK)
ZIK - The present format of peace talks with Yanukovych must include representatives of
Maidan NGOs, not only political parties, Yury Ruban, members of Lutsenko-led Third
Ukrainian Republic NGO says. Maidan today is not merely the three opposition parties, he
said. The regime wants the talks only with the opposition parties to stress that the
conflict may be resolved in the legislature, he said. Meanwhile, Maidan NGOs demand
that the stand-off must be resolved through early parliamentary elections and new
parliament, he explained. The NGOs should push for a new format of the peace talks, he
said. "Yesterday, Maidan proved that the NGOs have the final say in mapping out
Maidan's strategy, not political parties [protesters, contrary to parties' proposals, voted
to continue street fighting]," Yury Ruban said.
15:55: Takeover of Agriculture Ministry led by civic group Spilna Sprava (Kyiv
Post)
The Ministry of Agriculture is the first central government building that was taken over by
the protesters on the night of Jan. 23-24. Spilna Sprava, a civic organization, was the
one that seized property.
Leader of Spilna Sprava, Oleksandr Danylyuk, says that despite danger of death and jail,
his organization plans to keep taking the government buildings, because they say that
the government is no longer legitimate.
14:41: Crimean parliament's presidium urges Yanukovych to declare state of
emergency in Ukraine (Interfax Ukraine)
The presidium of the Crimean Supreme Council, in connection with the seizure of
administrative buildings in several regions in Ukraine, has said that there is a threat to
the constitutional order and called on the president, the National Security Council and
Defense Council and MPs to introduce a state of emergency in the country.
13:22: Number of Lviv riot police resign (ZIK)
A riot police officer in Lviv told protesters who blocked police barracks that he had written
his resignation, and five more of his colleagues are doing the same, Radio Svoboda
reports Jan. 24. The officer said he cannot tolerate what is going on in the country.
He also said the segment of a naked protester torture by riot police in Kyiv outraged him.
Lviv residents have blocked riot police barracks since Sunday.
Meanwhile, Maidan protesters have remained in the Lviv oblast administration which they
captured Jan. 23, barring officials from coming to the building. The building now is home
to the Narodna Rada (People's Rada), Lviv branch headquarters.
The protesters have built a barricade around the entrance.

3:11 Maidan protests and anti-Semitism (RISU)
The Head of the Association of the Jewish Community of Ukraine, the Vice-President of
the World Jewish Congress Yosyf Zisels thinks that if the state of emergency is declared,
all churches that did not support the government, will suffer persecution. He expressed
this opinion in his commentary for Gordonua.com.
"In the past two-three weeks, the websites of several political parties close to the
government, for example Viktor Medvedchuk's site, Natalia Vitrenko's site, and "Berkut's"
site, were filled with antisemitic materials claiming that it was the Jews who organized
Maidan. It's a complete absurdity, yet those who are out in the streets, fighting against
the protesters with their truncheons and shields, believe it. They are being brainwashed
that Maidan is a Jewish conspiracy, that nobody must be spared, everyone must be
beaten up", - explained Zisels.

Human Rights Watch: Police beatings, kidnappings in
Kiev
Thorough Investigation Needed Into Brutal Attacks, Death, Amid Uprising
Police in Kiev face serious challenges, but nothing can justify the vicious
beatings we've documented. These are very serious crimes that need thorough
investigation, and the people responsible should be held accountable.
Yulia Gorbunova, Ukraine researcher
HRW (24.01.2014) - Riot police brutally beat several people, including a 17-year-old,
who were detained on January 20, 2014, during a standoff in Kiev. In the early hours the
next day, unidentified assailants kidnapped two activists from a hospital and severely
beat them; the body of one of them was found the next day.
"Police in Kiev face serious challenges, but nothing can justify the vicious beatings we've
documented," said Yulia Gorbunova, Ukraine researcher at Human Rights Watch. "These
are very serious crimes that need thorough investigation, and the people responsible
should be held accountable. "
Beatings by Riot Police
On January 20, riot police detained and beat Mikhailo Niskoguz and at least two other
people in front of central Kiev's Dinamo Stadium, where antigovernment activists have
been clashing violently with police intermittently since January 19. The clashes were the
first in what has otherwise been two months of overwhelmingly nonviolent protests at
Independence Square, known as "Maidan."
Niskoguz, 17, told Human Rights Watch that a riot policeman hit him on the head and
grabbed him as he was making room in his cell phone to take more pictures of the
clashes. Four policemen dragged him several meters away from where they detained
him, he said, and then made him run through a gantlet of police. The police beat him
with their nightsticks and punched and kicked him while they shouted, among other
things, "Tell everyone at Maidan if they don't go home, tomorrow they'll face death."
Niskoguz also heard some of the police shouting that they should not hit him in the face
because there were many journalists around.

Niskoguz said that riot police stripped him naked on the spot in the subzero
temperatures. Then one policeman cut the right side of Niskoguz's buttock and thigh with
a knife, saying, "This is for my colleague, who's in a coma." The cut left a 15-centimeter
scar, Niskoguz said. The police also sprayed Niskoguz with pepper spray when he was
naked and forced him to sing the Ukrainian national anthem, he said.
He said that after the police beat him for 10 minutes, they took him to a police van,
where he lay for four hours before officers eventually called an ambulance. Niskoguz was
taken to the prison ward of a hospital, where he received stitches for head injuries and
was diagnosed with a concussion, three broken fingers, a broken elbow, and a broken
toe. He has multiple, visible cuts on his face and left hand, and bruises all over his body.
"Riot police tortured Niskoguz," Gorbunova said. "There is no other way to describe it."
On January 22, Niskoguz was discharged from the hospital and taken directly to a court,
which placed him under house arrest to await trial on mass rioting charges. His lawyer
has filed a complaint with the prosecutor's office about the assault.
Niskoguz said he saw police drag another man through the gantlet, where he was beaten
unconscious. He did not know what became of the man. Niskoguz also said that at the
same time police detained him, they detained, stripped, and beat a journalist, whom they
released only after he showed his accreditation.
While in the hospital, Niskoguz shared a ward with seven other people, all of whom told
him they had been beaten by police. Most, he said, had head injuries.
A doctor at a Kiev hospital told Human Rights Watch that since January 19, 32 people
have been treated there for head wounds, concussions, broken bones, open wounds, and
other injuries from police beatings. All were men between the ages of 20 and 50, and
most were discharged.
Kidnapping, Beating, and Death of Yuri Verbitsky
In a separate incident, on January 21, at about 4 a.m., a Maidan activist, Igor Lutsenko,
35, accompanied another activist, Yuri Verbitsky, to Oktyabrsky Hospital to seek
treatment for an eye injury. Several minutes after Lutsenko and Verbitsky arrived at the
hospital, a group of 7 to 10 men dressed in civilian clothing stormed into the hospital,
struck both men, twisted their arms behind their backs, and dragged them to a minivan,
Lutsenko told Human Rights Watch.
Lutsenko said his captors kept him on the floor of the minivan while they drove for 20 to
30 minutes. When they arrived at a forest, the assailants removed both men from the
car, forced them to their knees, and beat them, while asking general questions about
who they were and what they do.
After about an hour, the captors drove Lutsenko and Verbitsky to a shed, took Lutsenko
inside, put a bag over his head, twisted his arms behind his back, and made him lie on
the floor.
Lutsenko told Human Rights Watch that while he was on the floor of the shed he could
hear Verbitsky being beaten, screaming, and moaning nearby outside.
At one point several men entered the shed and beat Lutsenko for about 30 minutes,
while asking questions such as how decisions are made at Maidan, who financed the
movement, what Maidan activists were planning for the coming days, who controls the
Right Sector - a nationalist movement - and who the "radicals" are at Maidan. About five

or six hours later, by Lutsenko's estimate, the men returned and questioned and beat
him again.
Lutsenko said that between the first and second rounds of questioning, his captors
carried in a man and put him on the floor next to Lutsenko. He could see only through
the slits in the bag on his head, but judging from the fragments of clothing he could see,
he believed the man was Verbitsky. They did not speak, Lutsenko said, but he could hear
the other man breathing. About 30 minutes later, the captors took the man away.
Between one and two hours later, Lutsenko said, his captors drove him to another
wooded area, freed his hands, and left him. Lutsenko was eventually able to free himself
and seek help.
Lutsenko is in a hospital being treated for a concussion, broken teeth, multiple
hematomas, open wounds in the soft tissue of his right leg, and other injuries.
On January 22, Verbitsky's body was found in a village in the Kiev District. A preliminary
hospital report said he died of hypothermia. No other information was available about
any injuries he sustained.
Several factors pointed to the possibility that the abductors were in collusion with law
enforcement and security services, Human Rights Watch said. The captors at one point
told Lutsenko that once his ordeal was finished, he would be taken to a police station.
Lutsenko also said his kidnappers seemed well organized, operated in a hierarchy, and
focused their questioning on the antigovernment movement.
The Ukrainian authorities have opened a criminal investigation into the kidnapping and
Verbitsky's death. The investigation should be independent and effective and should
include any evidence that points to government collusion, Human Rights Watch said.
Those responsible should be brought to justice.
"The abduction of both men, leaving one seriously injured and the other dead, needs a
comprehensive and transparent investigation," Gorbunova said. "One way to ensure that
this won't happen again is for the authorities to make clear that those responsible will be
brought to justice."

Boycott and first sanction against Ukraine
HRWF (23.01.2014) - Human Rights Without Frontiers (Brussels) condemns the dramatic
escalation of violence today in Ukraine and the crackdown on protesters which has
resulted in five fatalities and numerous injured. Prime Minister Mykola Azarov said
earlier on Wednesday that police did not possess firearms and the interior ministry has
denied that police have used guns during the crisis.
Human Rights Without Frontiers calls upon the European Union to propose its mediation
services but also to take targeted sanctions if there is no fruitful dialogue between
President Yanukovych and representatives of the demonstrators.

Davos boycotts Azarov
Evropaïska Pravda (22.01.2014) - The participants of the World Economic Forum in
Davos have announced a boycott of Prime Minister of Ukraine Mykola Azarov.

According to BuzzFeed, the WEF withdrew its invitation to Azarov, who had come to the
meeting on Friday, against the backdrop of escalating violence in Kyiv.
A spokesman for the Forum in Davos declined to comment.
Another representative of the Yanukovych government, Deputy Prime Minister Yuriy
Boyko,was besieged by troubled western officials in Davos. A "No record" session which
was planned for discussing the economic future of Ukraine, has become an emotional to
the political crisis in Ukraine.
It began with a minute of silence dedicated to those demonstrators killed.
The original article in Ukrainian is on the Ukrainska Pravda website at:
http://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2014/01/22/7010788/
USA revokes visas of those who participated in Maidan liquidation
Evropaïska Pravda (22.01.2014) - In response to actions taken against protesters on
Maidan in November and December of 2013, the U.S. Embassy has revoked the visas of
several Ukrainians who participated in violent actions. This information comes from the
official website of the U.S. Embassy.
The State Department is considering further measures regarding those responsible for
the current violence in Ukraine.
"Since visa cases under U.S. law are confidential, we cannot comment on individual
cases. We would like to emphasize that the State Department has broad powers to cancel
visas on the basis of information indicating the impossibility of access of the visa
recipient to the U.S., and we are considering further steps against the persons who are
responsible for the current violence," the statement reads.
The original article in Ukrainian can be found on the Ukrainska Pravda website
at:http://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2014/01/22/7010600/

22 January : National Day of Unity and Freedom / 5 dead
and 300 injured, including many policemen
HRWF (22.01.2014) - 22nd January is the national Day of Unity and Freedom of Ukraine
(Sobornist), which commemorates the historical (albeit short-lived) reunification of
central and eastern Ukraine with the western regions in 1919, as well as celebrates the
anniversary of the Orange Revolution.
Five people were killed, four of them by bullets. 22nd January 2014 showed a country that
is deeply and tragically divided. Around 70 activists were detained during recent events
in Kyiv. There are more and more reports of problems of access with Internet and
Facebook. The Yanukovych regime may impose a state of emergency from Friday. This
could close down Internet access and mobile phone access.
See below the last analysis of the situation by Jamestown Foundation.
Tension in Ukraine Likely to Turn Into Civil Conflict

Eurasia Daily Monitor January 22, 2014 -- Volume 11, Issue 13 -A radical outburst
of demonstrations on Hrushevskoho Street and European Square in Kyiv on January 22
resulted in the reported deaths of two protesters from rifle bullet wounds
(http://www.unian.ua/politics/875144-pershi-jertvi-protistoyannya-troe-zagiblih-nagrushevskogo.html). The violence began on January 19 when a group of protesters
attempted an assault on a police blockade in order to occupy the parliament building,
while one of the opposition leaders, UDAR (Punch) party head Vitaliy Klichko, tried
unsuccessfully to hold off the radicals. The authorities denied the police was responsible
for shooting at protesters (http://zn.ua/UKRAINE/azarov-nazval-protestuyuschih-nagrushevskogo-terroristami-137142_.html, January 22). This suggests that the shooters
could have been civilians: either provocateurs or even individuals hired to work for the
government.
This is a remarkable feature of the present confrontation in Ukraine where some civilians,
predominantly young "underclass" sportsmen also known as "titoushki," are being
recruited for street activities. Another of the protest leaders, former interior minister
Yuriy Lutsenko, referred to the titoushki's current role on Channel 5 on January 21 as a
"criminal occupation of Kyiv." He further blamed Kharkiv (eastern Ukraine) authorities for
recruiting these people (http://www.3republic.org.ua/ua/news/12441).
On the nights of January 21-22, Maidan protesters apprehended and publicly exposed a
group of titoushki, while the opposition also reported their mass arrival in Kyiv on
January 22 (http://zn.ua/UKRAINE/batkivschina-v-centr-kieva-podtyanuli-80-avtobusovs-titushkami-137174_.html).
The death of the first protester on Hrushevskoho Street may very well become symbolic.
Ukrainska Pravda reported that Serhiy Nagoian was an Armenian Ukrainian from eastern
Ukraine's Dnirpropetrosk oblast. He joined the Euromaidan protests in Kyiv onDecember
8 and later that month Nagoian was filmed reciting 19 th century poet Taras Shevchenko's
poems along with representatives of various Ukrainian ethnicities in a promotional video
put out by the protesters (http://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2014/01/22/7010564/).
January 22 is also the national Day of Unity and Freedom of Ukraine (Sobornist), which
commemorates the historical (albeit short-lived) reunification of central and eastern
Ukraine with the western regions in 1919, as well as celebrates the anniversary of the
Orange Revolution.
On January 22, the Russian State Duma issued a resolution on Ukraine, blaming the
opposition for violence as well as stressing the "inadmissibility of [the West putting]
external pressure on Ukraine [and] imposing its geopolitical choice in favor of an
association with the European Union" (http://zn.ua/WORLD/gosduma-rf-vozlozhilaotvetstvennost-za-besporyadki-v-kieve-na-zapadnyh-politikov-137147_.html).
Domestically, on the other hand, signals from both the western as well as the southern
and eastern parts of the country show that local authorities are taking opposing stances
in this confrontation. The Crimean parliament issued a resolution on January 22
supporting the national authorities, stating, "Crimeans [...] would not live in Bandera's
Ukraine [referring to the popularity of mid-20th century leader Stepan Bandera among
Ukrainian
nationalists]"
(http://www.unian.ua/politics/875175-parlament-krimuzayavlyae-scho-krimchani-ne-budut-jiti-v-banderivskoji-ukrajini.html).
On the other hand, the mayor of Lviv in western Ukraine, Andriy Sadoviy, supports the
Maidan demonstrations and provides treatment for wounded activists in Lviv hospitalssome activists are afraid to ask for help in Kyiv's healthcare institutions
(http://gazeta.ua/articles/politics/_lviv-pochinae-prijmati-poranenih-z-kievasadovij/537721).

On January 21, the paper Dzerkalo Tyzhnya wrote that it had received information from a
source in the National Security and Defense Council about the authorities' plan to crack
down on the protests. The minimum plan is to gain control over the site of the radical
standoff, while the maximum objective is to disperse Maidan, with an option to isolate
the House of Trade Unions, which is one of the Maidan protesters' important "command
buildings" (http://zn.ua/UKRAINE/vlast-gotovitsya-k-zachistke-maydana-s-pomoschyu8-tysyach-silovikov-137122_.html). The following day, the police attempted to disperse
demonstrators on Hrushevskoho Street; while the Cabinet of Ministers allowed the police
to restrict the free movement of people and vehicles to prevent "public order violations"
(http://interfax.com.ua/news/political/187001.html) and removed limits on the use of
riot
dispersal
water
gun
vehicles
in
sub-zero
temperatures
(http://interfax.com.ua/news/political/186997.html).
Ukrainska Pravda reported on requests for government employees in the center of Kyiv
to leave their offices by 3-4 p.m. because of the planned Maidan crackdown
(http://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2014/01/22/7010676/). It was also reported that by
court order, any money or personal property donated by opposition parliamentary
deputies to the protesters working out of the occupied City Administration and Trade
Union would be declared seized by the government (http://zib.com.ua/ua/51927areshtovano_bankivski_rahunki_evromaydanu.html).
Meanwhile, the authorities agreed to negotiations with the opposition and protesters,
though the government holds to a rather hard bargaining position. The president met
with Klichko after the latter went to Yanukovych's residence on the night of January 19 to
demand crisis negotiations. Yanukovych formed a negotiations "working group"
composed of his senior staff and Minister of Justice Olena Lukash, but he refused to
participate in the talks personally until January 22, after he met personally with
opposition leaders (http://interfax.com.ua/news/political/186997.html).
The opposition, on the other hand, was unable to agree on who should make up their
negotiations team until late afternoon on January 21, and its contacts with the authorities
have for now not been constructive (http://kommersant.ua/doc/2389217). The
opposition's demands have included, among other points, the government's dismissal
and early presidential and parliamentary elections. Referring to its presidential
administration source, Dzerkalo Tyzhnya wrote that the President's Office did not believe
that the opposition and some civic leaders participating in the consultations could control
the street violence. The authorities hence decided to use the negotiations to win some
time to assemble their security forces (http://zn.ua/POLITICS/bankovaya-somnevaetsyav-celesoobraznosti-dalneyshih-peregovorov-s-oppoziciey-137118_.html).
Theories of Russia's active role in the Ukrainian crisis are growing. Commenting on the
slow progress in crisis negotiations, Lutsenko alleged: "It became known to me yesterday
[January 21] that Yanukovych was ready for negotiations with opposition leaders and
also ready to [dismiss] [Prime Minister Mykola] Azarov, [Internal Minister Vitaliy]
Zakharchenko and the government. He was also ready to cancel the laws [see EDM,
January 17] and provide amnesty for all who fought for Ukraine's freedom," but, as he
claimed the Kremlin interfered (http://www.segodnya.ua/ukraine/lucenko-yanukovichbyl-gotov-sdat-azarova-i-zaharchenko-no-vmeshalsya-kreml-490453.html).
The latest public opinion polls (as of December 2013) may suggest there is some
likelihood for violent conflicts to escalate in Ukraine over economic and geopoliticsrelated issues: 46.9 percent Ukrainians would support joining the European Union while
28.9 percent support Ukraine joining the Russian-led Customs Union; 24.2 percent
remain undecided. At the same time, 49.7 percent Ukrainians are ready to take part in
street protests if their living conditions worsen substantially, but a sizeable 28.5 percent
also would agree to economic and other hardships to preserve order in the country
(http://www.ratinggroup.com.ua/products/politic/data/entry/14080/).
So
although

Ukraine will probably not degenerate into a full-scale civil war in the short term, some
local conflicts are likely, given the poor economic situation and citizens' distrust in
government and politicians. Nonetheless, there is still room for a "miraculous" outcome
stemming from negotiations, which would likely bring a more positive short-term result
for Ukraine.
--Maksym Bugriy

OSCE Chair calls for restraint by all sides in Ukraine
OSCE (22.01.2014) - OSCE Chairperson-in-Office, Swiss Foreign Minister Didier
Burkhalter today expressed his deep concern about the situation in Ukraine, appealing to
all parties to refrain from violence and engage in peaceful dialogue as a necessary first
step towards resolving the ongoing crisis.
"I urge all sides to refrain from violence and to seek to stabilize the situation through
dialogue involving all parties," said Burkhalter. "I am deeply concerned about the
reported casualties and my thoughts are with the families of the dead and injured", he
continued. "As Chairmanship of the OSCE, Switzerland is ready to assist Ukraine to find a
peaceful political way out of this crisis."
Burkhalter said: "We call upon the Ukrainian authorities to do their utmost to prevent
further escalation of tensions, carry out investigations promptly, and bring those
responsible for the casualties and violence to justice."
Burkhalter said: "The OSCE has the necessary tools and the mechanisms to act as an
impartial broker in such situations, and it is ready to support the Ukrainian authorities in
order to lower tensions and prevent further escalation."

Latest News From Ukrainian Protests (22 January)
Human Rights Without Frontiers (Brussels)
condemns the dramatic escalation of violence today in Ukraine and the
crackdown on protesters which has resulted in several casualties.
Human Rights Without Frontiers
calls upon the European Union to propose its mediation services but also to take
targeted sanctions if there is no fruitful dialogue between President
Yanukovych and the representatives of the demonstrators.
Evropaïska Pravda (22.01.2014)
20.39 At Maidan not men only, but mothers with children lift snow and full bags with it
for barricades.
20.03 Abducted Yuri Verbitskyi was found dead in Boryspil forest, the body with traces of
torture.
19.10 Oleg Musiy, coordinator of national resistance medical staff services, confirmed 5
dead and about 300 hospitalized. He reported two of them were alamort, but doctors

were unable to help them because Berkut was attackig at that moment. In 4 of dead
one can define injuries from firearms of shots in the chest, neck and head.
18.20 National Union of Journalists and the Independent Media Union: Berkut given
orders to target journalists on Hurshevskoho Street.
17.27 Interfax-Ukraine: People protesting on Kyiv's Independence Square intend to form
an interim revolutionary government on Wednesday evening, which will take an oath of l
oyalty to the Ukrainian people, Euromaidan activist and former MP Taras Stetskiv said
during a rally on Maidan.
"Yanukovych has crossed the line. He has blood on his hands. Now Yanukovych is an
outlaw," Stetskiv said.
17.26 Jerzy Buzek: "Today, the international community should seriously consider
sanctions. European Union should take solid position"
16.45 Snipers have cached themselves on the roof of the Ukrainskiy Dim and are
training their weapons onto protesters on Hrushevskoho st, according to the frightened
Facebook posts of sprotiv.org readers.
According to information gained the Right Sector (Praviy Sektor), gathered from
journalists working with sprotiv.org, as of 11am, 4 people have been killed by gunfire
from special forces of the Ministry of the Interior and the Ukrainian Security Service.
In addition, the Praviy Sektor states that they intend to exchange police officers that
they have detained for their own party members who have been placed under arrest by
the police.
Meanwhile, at AntiMaidan, they are distributing snacks....
16.40 The media now has photos of the sniper who has been murdering people in Kyiv.
16.30 Unconfirmed reports of column of tanks headed towards Kiev.
16.00 Whatever happens, this day, Wednesday, January 22, 2014, will go down as one
of the most significant in the history of independent Ukraine.
Everything depends on how many Ukrainians are prepared to take to the streets and
oppose their government's security forces.
Thousands are gathering on Hrushevskoho Street.
15.40 So many fires burning on Hrushevskoho Street, so much smoke, that you can't
even see what the hordes of police are up to do
15.10 Crowds gathering on Maidan. Police using hoses to douse piles of burning tires.
15.00 More protesters starting to gather on Hrushevskoho Street.
14.59 Several large piles of tires now burning on Hrushevskoho Street now, producing
thick clouds of black smoke, which is being blown in the direction of the police.
14.56 The protesters have again moved back into the area of Hrushevskoho Street
vacated by the police. The bravery of these people is astounding
14.53 Interfax-Ukraine: Shops and offices on Kyiv's main street - Khreschatyk - have
received a tacit recommendation to close by 1600 on Wednesday, January 22.
An Interfax-Ukraine reporter learned on Wednesday afternoon that employees of
institutions and organizations located on Khreschatyk were notifying their friends that
they must leave the building by 1600 on Wednesday, January 22.
14.40 Interfax-Ukraine:Ukrainian government sanctions use of hand smoke grenades,
new gas and stun grenades by police
14.38 Yanukovich just met with opposition leaders.
14.34 Police line on Hrushevskoho Street is retreating again.
14.24 Interfax-Ukraine: Ukrainian government has lifted restrictions on using water
cannons in cold weather
14.23 Death of fourth protester on Hrushevskoho announced from the stage on the
Maidan.
14.04 Protesters trying to set up another flimsy barricade, about 15 meters behind their
line of burning tires. Barricade being moved closer to burning tire line. The voices
answering the addresses from the stage on Maidan appear mainly to be female. The men
of Maidan are on Hrushevskoho.
13.59 The APC appears to be withdrawing. Former Interior Minister Yuriy Lutsenko now
addressing the crowd on Maidan.

13.56 The APC is being used to push aside one of the wrecked and burnt out buses on
Hrushevskoho. The protesters have started up a shout of "Zeka het!" (Away with the
convict - a reference to twice convicted President Viktor Yanukovych). However, they will
not be able to stop the APC if it is moved forward. Yanukovych is now using military
vehicles against his own people.
13.45 An armored personnel carrier is advancing along Hrushevskoho. It has come to
just behind the police lines.
13.40 President Viktor Yanukovych has today shown that he is prepared to use the new
"dictatorship laws" to crack down on the protesters against his regime. At least four have
already died today-shot with live bullets. Amazingly, the protesters still hold part of
Hrushevskoho Street, but they seem unable to prevent the Berkut riot police from
advancing when they wish. Calls are going out from the stage on Maidan for people to
gather there.
13.37 Its clear the protesters aren't able to offer much resistance when the Berkut
decide to move forward, but the police seem content to solidify their line at the moment.
Hundreds of Berkut are gathered behind the lines.
13.22 Calls going out from the Maidan stage: Put out the call "All to the Maidan."Smoke
from the burning tires drifting over the crowds of Berkut on Hrushevskoho. The
protesters still hold part of Hrushevskoho Street, up to the Parliament Library. Berkut
shooting with rifles at protesters from behind cover of burnt out buses.
13.14 And again the protesters counterattack, forcing the police to take up a new line on
Hrushevskoho Street. A line of burning piles of tires has been set up by the protesters on
Hrushevskoho.
12.59 Protesters retreating back from Hrushevskoho again, back towards Maidan.
12.53 Berkut surge forward, savagely beating protesters.
12.45 Police forced back again by protesters. Their bravery is amazing.
12.38 Police running forward in attempt to attack protesters, forced to stop by hail of
stones. Berkut running down Hrushevskoho. Protesters in full retreat.
12.27 Kyiv Post Web site appears to be down.
12.18 Police now sheltering behind the "burnt bus" barricade. Protesters starting to
throw Molotov cocktails. A serious police attack is going on.
12.15 The new barricade has been breached by the police. They are under a hail of
stones from the protesters.
12.13 Berkut almost broken through the barricade
12.10 Berkut now shooting at the protesters over the barricade.
12.08 Espreso TV report that one of those shot dead was killed by bullets from a sniper
rifle.
12.06 Under the cover of their shields, the police are taking down the new barricade.
12.04 Police in "tortoise" formation, using shields to protect themselves. The are right
against the new barricade.
12.02 Berkut now using tear gas grenades to try to force protesters back from barricade.
It seems the police have orders to take down the new barricade.
12.01 Police advancing right up to new barricade, protesters throwing stones at them.
12.00 Police line pushing forward again, protesters pushing back.
11.55 A lot of angry postings on Facebook following the death overnight of a protester,
shot by the police. The Interior Ministry has denied that the police used live rounds
against the protesters, but this is clearly not true.
11.50 Protesters appear to be building another barricade, closer to the police line, also
out of "snowbags."
11.20 Protesters building stronger barricade to replace the one torn down by the police.
This one is made of sandbags, probably filled with snow, and would be more difficult to
remove. The police have lost all the ground they briefly gained. It cost the protesters the
life of one of their own - a man shot dead by the police during their assault on the
protesters' barricades.
09.28 TV just zoomed in on a man wearing what appeared to be an army officer's
uniform, just beyond the bus barricade. he stood looking at the police line, and then went
back through the protesters' bus barricade to the side of the protesters

09.12 At least two people are confirmed dead, shot. One female journalist was knocked
to the ground by the "Berkut," beaten and kicked and dragged on the ground during the
first attack. THis does not look like any kind of professionals but like petty thugs, possibly
hardened criminals from the nations prisons
09.11 Numbers of protesters building again behind the barricades. The standoff
continues.
09.10 Police and protesters exchanging Molotov cocktails at close range near corner of
Lobonovskiy Staium entrance.
08.50 Berkut seen throwing stones and Molotov cocktails at protesters
08.40 Even through protesters are back pretty much where they started before their
attack, the police seem encouraged by the events: their rattling their metal riot shields
together.
08.36 Two people are dead, at least
08.33 The protesters have lost a few men seized by the police, their front barricade, and
a few flags, but otherwise the position has returned much to where it was before the
Berkuts' morning attack. The police are now playing their looped recording of warnings to
the protesters, and the protesters are responding with drumming. Police firing tear gas
grenades over burnt bus barricade.
08.31 Police have retreated back to their original line, the protesters have reoccupied
the area behind the bus barricade, the front barricade is gone, torn down by the police.
Protesters are throwing stones at the police line again.
08.25 Police now retreating again, almost back to line of burnt buses. The protesters are
counterattacking and advancing.
08.23 A new line has formed on Hrushevskoho Street. The police advance towards the
Maidan has stopped about 100 meters short of the Dnipro Hotel, which is on the corner
of Hrushevskoho and European Square.
08.14 Sound of fireworks, and perhaps gas grenades, but can't see on TV where it's
coming from. Barricade area now under police control. Front barricade dismantled
completely in only a few minutes. Small numbers of police passing through next
barricade of burnt buses and heading down Hrushevskoho Street. Protesters regrouping
near Dnipro hotel, reporter on Espreso TV says they're being attacked with tear gas.
08.12 TV showing Berkut dragging a few protesters back towards the police lines.
08.10 Berkut through barricades on Hrushevskoho Street, advancing towards Maidan.
Two Bodies with Signs of Torture Found in Boryspil District
In Boryspil District, where the severely beaten Ihor Lutsenko was left by attackers earlier
today, two bodies have been found that show evidence of torture.
Local police only affirm the discovery of one body.
According to sources, the bodies were found near the village of Hnidyn in Boryspil District
of Kyiv Oblast. They showed signs of torture and their heads were wrapped with tape.
To verify the information, ZN.UA contacted village law enforcement officer Oleksandr
Zdorom. The officer affirmed that one body had been found and that it did show signs of
torture. According to him, the body has been sent to the morgue.
It should be mentioned that the kidnapped activist of EuroMaidan Igor Lutsenko reported
that he was dropped in the Boryspil District as well. Another activist had kidnapped with
him-Yuriy Verbytskyy. His current whereabouts are unknown.
After being freed, Lutsenko reported that Verbytskyy's condition might have been much
worse than his own, because he was beaten much more cruelly for being from Lviv.
Lutskenko also said that the people who beat him might have once been police officers.
They asked him, "What is Maidan planning to do? Who is financing these activities?"
The original article can be found on the Ukrainska Pravda website at:
http://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2014/01/22/7010706/

