FRANCE:
Four
churches
vandalised over the past week
– In one instance a tabernacle was broken into and its
contents strewn on the ground
– Anne-Bénédicte Hoffner
HRWF (12.02.2019) – https://bit.ly/2WZayC8– France, over the
past week, has witnessed a series of churches being vandalized
and in some instances desecrated.
The vandalism took place in Nîmes, Lavaur, Houilles and
finally in Dijon on Feb. 9.
In Lavaur and Houilles, the criminals only attacked objects
and statues, but in Nimes and Dijon, they opened the
tabernacle and threw the eucharist.
On Feb. 9 shortly after its opening, the sexton at Notre Dame
Church in Dijon saw the tabernacle and the hosts scattered on
the altar, a tablecloth rolled into a corner, a vase broken.
A Mass of reparation was celebrated that afternoon by Bishop
Roland Minnerath of Dijon, preceded by a penitential rite, the
diocese said in a statement, highlighting the “sadness” of
faithful of this parish in the city center.
The series of attacks began Feb. 4 in Houilles, Yvelines. A
statue of Mary was found broken in pieces on the ground, in
the church of St. Nicholas.
Father Etienne Maroteaux, pastor of the parish of HouillesCarrières-sur-Seine, again lodged a complaint, having already
being subjected to violent attacks during the last two weeks
that saw the altar cross thrown to the ground and the chair of

the celebrant wrecked.
The next incident took place on Feb. 5 at the Saint-Alain
Cathedral in Lavaur, in the Tarn. The secretary of the parish
who came to shut the cathedral found the smoking remains of
the tablecloth of the altar of a side chapel, as well the
nativity scene that was there, the fire had not spread,
reports La Dépêche du Midi. A cross was also thrown down and
the arm of the crucified Christ statue twisted to look like
the famous gesture of the footballer Paul Pogba.
“God will forgive. Not me,” said the city’s mayor Bernard
Carayon, whose town hall had just contributed to expensive
renovations of the church building.
“I strongly condemn the vandalism of Lavaur Cathedral and I
share the outrage aroused by this intolerable act,” said Jean
Terlier, deputy of the district, while assuring the Catholic
community of his support.
On Feb. 6, the police were called to the church in Nîmes.
The tabernacle was broken into and its contents strewn on the
ground. Religious objects were vandalized and a cross was
drawn on the wall with excrement, reports the local press.
Investigations are underway to try to find the wrongdoers.
See video on TV Channel France 2:
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/france/vandalisme-plusieurs-eglise
s-visees-par-des-profanations_3187009.html
Anti-Semitic acts surged by 74 percent from 311 in 2017 to 541
in 2018
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UvuYOTJBPeM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aHx6ukPzb3g

RUSSIA: Dennis Christensen
behind bars for 6 years:
Outcry of the international
community
– Human Rights Without Frontiers calls upon the European
Parliament to adopt a resolution denouncing the egregious
violations of religious freedom in Russia and to ask for the
release of Dennis Christensen
– HRWF (11.02.2019) – HRWF joins the US Commission
International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), the Council
Europe (CoE) and the European Union in demanding
Christensen to be released immediately and unconditionally
Jehovah’s Witnesses.
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Additionally, HRWF urges the European Parliament to adopt a
resolution denouncing the egregious violations of religious
freedom in Russia.
Council of Europe: Russia monitors express concern
sentencing of Jehovah’s Witness for ‘extremism’

at

CoE (07.02.2019) -The co-rapporteurs of the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) for the monitoring of
Russia, Telmo Correia (Portugal, EPP/CD) and Angela Smith
(United Kingdom, SOC), have expressed serious concern at the
conviction and sentencing to six years imprisonment, by the
Zheleznodorozhniy District Court, of Dennis Christensen for
“organising the activity of an extremist organisation” on the

grounds that he is a practising Jehovah’s Witness.
“Mr Christensen’s conviction and imprisonment for nothing more
than peacefully practising his faith is an unacceptable
violation of the right to freedom of religion,” said the corapporteurs. They emphasised that the European Court of Human
Rights has already, on previous occasions, ruled in favour of
Jehovah’s Witnesses’ right to worship without interference
from the Russian authorities.
In addition, the co-rapporteurs reiterated concerns expressed
by PACE about the abuse and arbitrary application of the socalled “extremism law” by the Russian authorities. They
expressed their hope that Mr Christensen’s conviction would be
overturned without delay by the appeals court and called on
the Russian authorities to release him pending an appeal.
Source:
http://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/News/News-View-EN.asp?newsid=73
66&lang=2&cat=3
EU: Statement by the Spokesperson of Federica Mogherini on the
sentencing of Dennis Christensen
EEAS (06.02.2019) -Today, a Russian court in the city of Oryol
sentenced Mr Dennis Christensen, a Danish citizen, to 6 years
of imprisonment.
Mr Christensen was arrested in 2017 when Federal Security
Service agents raided a peaceful religious meeting of
Jehovah’s Witnesses in Oryol. He has been convicted on grounds
of ‘organising extremist activity’, which amounts to
exercising his right to freedom of religion as a Jehovah’s
Witness. A number of other criminal cases against Jehovah’s
Witnesses are also currently pending. No one should be
imprisoned for peaceful acts of worship in the expression of
their religious beliefs.

The European Union expects Mr Christensen to be released
immediately and unconditionally. Jehovah’s Witnesses, as with
all other religious groups, must be able to peacefully enjoy
freedom of assembly without interference, as guaranteed by the
Constitution of the Russian Federation, as well as by Russia’s
international commitments and international human rights
standards.
Source:
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/5772
8/statement-spokesperson-sentencing-dennis-christensenrussia_en
USA: USCIRF condemns Russian conviction of Danish prisoner of
conscience Dennis Christensen
USCIRF (07.02.2019) – Kristina Arriaga, Vice Chair of the
United States Commission on International Religious Freedom
(USCIRF), today condemned the decision by a Russian court to
convict and sentence Dennis Christensen, a Jehovah’s Witness,
to six years imprisonment on charges of “organizing the
activity of an extremist organization.
“Dennis Christensen’s conviction represents the continued
deterioration of religious freedom in Putin’s Russia,” said
Arriaga, who advocates on behalf of Mr. Christensen as part of
USCIRF’s Religious Prisoners of Conscience Project.
“Evidently, it’s not enough for the state to brand peaceful
groups like the Jehovah’s Witnesses ‘extremist’; it must also
imprison their members. Russia must enter the 21st century and
respect religious freedom as a fundamental human right.”
In June 2016, following a trend of repression of religious
minority communities throughout Russia, a regional court in
Oryol, where Mr. Christensen resides, branded the local
Jehovah’s Witnesses branch an “extremist” group. On May 25,
2017, state security forces disrupted a Jehovah’s Witness
prayer service, detaining some 70-80 people for several hours

and arresting Mr. Christensen, alongside 15 Russian citizens.
Mr. Christensen had appeared in court more than 50 times
before being convicted on February 6. He has already spent
more than 622 days in Detention Facility No. 1 in the Oryol
Region.
In 2018, USCIRF again recommended that Russia be designated a
“country of particular concern” (CPC) under the International
Religious Freedom Act. In November 2018, the U.S. State
Department placed Russia on a Special Watch list for “engaging
in or tolerating severe violations of religious freedom.”
Source:
https://www.uscirf.gov/news-room/press-releases-statements/usc
irf-condemns-russian-conviction-danish-prisoner-conscience
HRWF Database of FORB Prisoners contains documented cases of
29 JW who were in prison last year (some were afterwards
put under house arrest but most of them are still
detained)
7 cases of Said Nursi Followers (Muslim) and 4 cases of
Tabligh Jamaat Muslims
5 Scientologists
In all, more than 40 peaceful believers were in prison in
Russia in 2018.Russia is Nr 3 after China and Iran in Tier 1.

The strange shyness of the EU

towards China
– by Marco Respinti –
A seminar of scholars and politicians in the European
Parliament loses an excellent opportunity to put respect for
human rights at the top of priorities –
Bitter Winter (02.02.2019) – https://bit.ly/2DPRZsO– In the
second half of May, the member states of the European Union
(EU) will hold elections to renew the European Parliament
(EP), and it is logical that, one after the other, hot topics
are surfacing. One of these is undoubtedly the relations that
the EU has, and above all will have, with the other giants of
the international political scene: for example, China.
Especially in a historical moment in which the Asian colossus
is overtly expanding its power and its grip through the Belt
and Road Initiative in spite of the fact that, although it has
been the protagonist of the dizzying and proverbial economic
growth, it is now lagging behind in the midst of the recent
slowdown in its manufacturing output, the decline of the
renminbi (Chinese yuan) compared to the US dollar, and the
clash on tariffs with the United States of America (the
effects of which are also felt in the EU).
Therefore, it makes a lot of sense to have a seminar like the
one organized by the German representatives to the EP, Jo
Leinen, a Social Democrat, and Reinhard Butiköfer, of the
Greens, respectively, president and vice president of the
Delegation of the EP for relations with the People’s Republic
of China, entitled Political values in Europe-China relations.
It took place in the Altiero Spinelli building of the EP in
Brussels on January 30, and featured Una Aleksandra BērziņaČerenkova from the Latvian Institute of International Affairs
in Riga; Alice Ekman from the Institut français des relations

internationales in Paris; Mikko Huotari from the Mercator
Institute for China Studies in Berlin, Germany; Tamsas Matura,
from the Corvinus University in Budapest, Hungary; Miguel
Otero Iglesias, from the Elcano Royal Institute in Madrid,
Spain; and Tim Nicholas Rühlig, from the Swedish Institute of
International Affairs in Stockholm.
Human rights not at the top of the agenda
That said, at the cost of appearing naïve, even very much
naïve, one would expect that talks about political and
commercial relations among countries cannot disregard the
respect for human rights and the fundamental liberties of the
person. If it makes sense that two despotic countries find it
easy to understand each other politically and economically, it
also makes sense to expect that a democratic state demands
from its probable or possible political and economic partner
to respect at least the standards of democracy that it
personally observes. How can one think that a democratic
country can deal at political and economic level with another
if the latter arbitrarily imprisons, tortures, abuses and even
kills its citizens? You do not need to be morally superior to
understand that trading with a country where human dignity is
trampled daily is not good for affairs; even cynics get it. In
fact, everyone understands how economically risky, not to say
detrimental, it is to maintain commercial exchanges ‒ where
all is based on trust, compliance with agreements, respect for
rules and transparency ‒ with a treacherous and double
partner, used to acting outside the law, to lie and to
subjugate rather than to benefit its citizens.
Why then (and here is all my intentional naïveté announced
above), when it comes to relations between the democratic
states of Europe and a totalitarian country like China, are
human rights not at the top of the agenda? The seminar of
January 30th in Brussels, for example, didn’t put them on top
of the list.

Raise the stakes
Well, a few words were said, some facts were mentioned, but
with the handbrake pulled, stealthily. As if the scholars who
intervened knew, consciously or subconsciously, not to push
things beyond a certain limit. One could say that this is the
way scholars operate since they express themselves differently
from activists. True, but only partially. Yes, scholars do
their job in a different manner from that of the activists,
and rightly so; on the other hand, even scholars are able, if
they want to, to put things clearly. Of course, differently
from activists, but certainly not in a less straightforward
way.
After all, in the Brussels seminar, Mikka Huotari explicitly
said that several things happening in China are incompatible
with the standards that the EU countries are accustomed to.
Una Aleksandra Bērziņa-Čerenkova has specified that Latvians
have little sympathy for the model of government that
dominates China as well as for the flippant approach that
Beijing adopts towards international law. Tamsas Matura
reported that, if Hungary looks favorably on China, it is not
so for the Czech Republic and Poland, whose societies are
amply impatient towards the “Beijing model”, adding that, in
these assessments, it is always necessary to carefully
distinguish the attitudes of the governments from the
orientations of the citizens. Alice Ekman has opportunely
noted that, when dealing with China, one cannot take anything
for granted so that each time it’s necessary to make sense of
the words defining their meaning. Rights, law, government, and
freedom do not have the same meaning in China as in Europe.
But then, if the scholars who spoke at the seminar feel some
uneasiness, and somehow reveal it, why can’t we completely
turn priorities upside down (I am still intentionally naïve)
and make way for respect of human rights and fundamental
liberties of a person a binding paradigm of any other yet
legitimate political and economic question? Why, in short,

can’t we start from those tenets, explicitly saying that as
long as China does not change its attitude on human rights and
fundamental liberties, there can be no partnership?
Now (and here my naïveté ends), in the globalized world, it
not possible to retreat in some splendid isolation. It
evident that, like it or not, the rest of the world has
come to terms with the Chinese economic power. But it
equally valid that the stakes can be raised, that the chip
respect for human rights can be put on the table. And it
not true that if one did it, China would leave the table:
order to trade, there must always be at least two.
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Two kickers
Certain self-censorships are thus inexplicable. To scholars,
who do not act in politics, it wouldn’t cost much to speak
openly. At the price of seeming idealists, they can afford it
because they hold no political office, and if they speak
frankly, they may even benefit from it.
For politicians, however, the price may be higher. They have
an ideological agenda to follow and have no intention of
affording themselves certain liberties. This is a mischievous
statement of mine, but the conclusion of the Brussels seminar
on Wednesday has helped to nurture it.
Some thirty minutes prior to the conclusion of the seminar,
once the speakers had all given their presentations, Mr.
Butiköfer, who acted as the coordinator of the table, opened
the Q&A session. He collected all the interventions from the
public and then gave back the floor to the speakers. Out of
the many questions, two touched the hidden heart of the
problem. The first (the first ever) was Ryan Barry’s of the
Uyghur Congress in Munich, Germany: he asked if the news of
the million (at least) Uyghurs that the CCP unlawfully detains
for religious and ethnic reasons in the Xinjiang’s
“transformation through education” camps have had an echo in

the European countries reviewed by the speakers. Another
question was posed by a Chinese lady who asked if the
politicians realized that any consideration on China couldn’t
ignore the fact that China professes a Communist ideology and
practices a Communist ideocracy, which aims at total
domination and degradation of people. At this point, two
kickers followed.
The first was Mr. Butiköfer’s management of the Q&A: he
summarized all the audience’s questions, inviting the speakers
to choose their favorite to answer but omitting the two
mentioned above, Uyghurs and Communism. Then, he gave the
floor to the speakers in reverse order compared to their first
run of interventions; they chose to answer everything but the
two above mentioned questions, perhaps because the moderator
omitted them. Thus, at time expired, with an attendant who
signaled to Mr. Butiköfer that it was time to leave the room
to a subsequent event, Mikka Huotari took the floor again. And
here is the second kicker: he meritoriously recovered the
unanswered question on Uyghurs. But at that point, there was
no more time, and the question remained suspended in the void
(the one on Communism never reappeared on the horizon).

MOROCCO:
Towards
a
new
approach of violent extremism
after the murder of two
Scandinavian women?
– HRWF (06.01.2019) – In the aftermath of the brutal murder of

two young Scandinavian women in the Atlas mountains a few
weeks ago, several journalists and intellectuals in Morocco
have questioned the efficiency of Rabat’s anti-extremist
policy. On 25 December 2018, Morocco World News published an
interesting article of Youssef El Kaidi, a PhD candidate at
the University of Sidi Mohammed Ben Abdelah Fez, entitled
“Terrorism in Morocco, a drastic approach needed now”
(https://bit.ly/2Vzw8wg). See hereafter large excerpts of his
paper (the titles in the text are those of HRWF).

“Morocco has invested significant efforts in both the security
and religious fields in order to build its reputation as a
peaceful, welcoming, and tolerant country in the otherwise
turbulent region of North Africa and the Middle East. Those
efforts were consistent and serious, leading ultimately to
very positive effects worldwide.(…)
About the murder of the two Scandinavian women in the Atlas
and the prevention of violent religious extremism
The proactive measures taken by Morocco’s intelligence and
security services have made the country impenetrable ever
since the inception of the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria, or
so it seemed. Does this crime indicate that Morocco has
finally been penetrated? Is this terrorist act an indication
of more terrorist activity taking place in our country in the
coming days? Were the security and religious approaches
implemented by the government to fight religious extremism
really enough? What measures can be taken next to spare the
country from other harsh incidents?
The above questions are pressing and should be thoroughly
contemplated and addressed before any strategic move in the
fight against religious extremism is made in the future. The
religious and security approaches that Morocco has relied upon
so far were very instrumental and should not be underestimated

or belittled.
The strategic national policy initiated by King Mohammed VI in
the aftermath of the 2003 Casablanca attacks to monitor and
manage the religious field through the control of mosques, the
training of moderate religious scholars and preachers, and the
control of fatwas by appointing the Supreme Scientific Council
were all very successful. Moroccan intelligence and security
services have also managed, since 2002, to dismantle more than
183 terrorist cells across the country, according to the
Central Bureau of Judiciary Investigations (BCIJ).
The recent murder of two Scandinavian tourists, however, has
raised concerns about Morocco’s counterterrorism approach,
which had previously inspired many countries at the regional
and international levels. The dismantling of dozens of
terrorist cells every year should have been seen as an
indicator of the strong existence of the terrorist ideology in
Morocco. The successful and decisive intervention of Morocco’s
intelligence services before those terrorist cells could
translate their ideology into brutality and bloodshed does not
change the fact that the mechanisms by which that ideology
works and spreads are still operating.
Therefore, terrorists and religious extremists could even be
around us anywhere on any day, in private and public places,
waiting for the right time and the right place to put their
radical beliefs into action. The claim made by one of the
arrested suspects in a video declaring his allegiance to ISIS
prior to the murder of the Scandinavian tourists should be
taken seriously. He said, addressing the leader of ISIS, AbuBakar Al-Baghdadi: “You should know that only God knows of the
exact number of the followers you have in Morocco.” How can
we track down and prevent those followers? What about those
who firmly hold the ideology but do not belong to organized
terrorist cells?
Fighting against the roots of violent religious extremism

We need to understand that religious extremism is an ideology
and the fight against it should be at the intellectual and
educational levels first and foremost. Morocco, despite the
efforts that have been made, was remarkably lenient with the
discourses of hate, intolerance, and bigotry which surface in
schools, the media, and public spaces.
We have repeatedly seen videos circulating on social media by
prominent Wahhabi leaders in Morocco demonizing and
threatening intellectuals such as Ahmed Assid, Rachid Aylal,
and others by accusing them of heresy. Somehow, those people
were never arrested or tried (*). Perhaps the pressures by
Islamic forces (Islamic parties, Islamic groups, conservative
civil society, etc.) in the country put the state in a
difficult and complicated position. Those conservative forces
have always fiercely objected to reforms interpreting them as
secular and anti-Islam, starting from the Modawana (family
code) in 2003 to the Islamic education school curriculum
reform in 2018.
The recent terrorist attack near the tranquil and peaceful
village of Imlil in the High Atlas Mountains awakens us to the
bitter truth that terrorism is a constantly looming threat for
Morocco. Thus, a more drastic and comprehensive approach
should be implemented with zero tolerance to bigots,
extremists, and the advocates of hate and terror in the name
of religion.
Morocco should address the conditions conducive to the
emergence and spread of terrorism by fighting poverty and
social disparity in the country. Moreover, strengthening the
educational system and building students’ cultural awareness,
promoting the culture of peace and coexistence through
educational programs and curricula, ensuring humans rights and
the rule of law, and promoting the universal values of peace,
justice, co-existence, integrity, love, and cross-cultural
dialogue would be a few steps in the right direction.

May the souls of Louisa Vesterager Jespersen and Maren Ueland
rest in peace, and may peace, love, and prosperity prevail in
the world.”
(*) HRWF comments
A few days ago, Sheikh Kettani, an Islamist preacher, heavily
criticized Moroccan channel 2M for airing on New Year’s Eve a
comedy show allegedly degrading Qadi Ayyad, an Islamist
scholar in the 11th and 12th century.He also called on Ulama
council’s scholars and intellectuals to condemn and raise
voices against this act.Seikh Kettani was a former political
prisoner. In September 2003, he was sentenced to 20 years in
prison for alleged connections to the Casablanca bombings in
2003. Eight years later, Kettani was granted a royal
pardon due to efforts of his lawyer, Mustapha Ramid, who also
obtained the pardon of other Islamists along with promises to
renounce violence and extremism. In 2012, Ramid became
Morocco’s Minister of Justice as a member of the Party of
Development and Justice (PJD) advocating Islamism.The PJD is
the main party in the government with almost 1/3 of the seats
in the parliament.
In

2017,

another

controversial

cleric,

Sheikh

Abdellah

Annahari, stirred up controversy once again on social media by
claiming that celebrating New Year’s Eve was “undoubtedly
Haram.” In a video shared on his Facebook account, the
Salafist preacher declared that celebrating the New Year would
be an “unforgivable sin” and that all New Year’s commercial
activities should be strictly prohibited.“Whoever celebrates
the New Year is no different from Christians and their
religion of debauchery,” Annahari said. “Buying or selling the
fir tree is Haram, taking a picture next to Santa Claus is
Haram, partying is Haram and even sending New Year wishes is
Haram,” he shouted while violently stumping his cane. Annahari
also claimed that celebrating any non-Muslim festivity will
lead to imitation of the “infidels’ creeds”. The Oujda-based
cleric, who is well known for his provocative statements, went

as far as describing as “zebras” Moroccans who exchange hugs
during their celebrations. (More about Annahari on Morocco
World News: https://bit.ly/2Re4OW6– https://bit.ly/2VswULL)
The Islamist ideology is alive and well in politics and
society in Morocco.

Denmark deports Said Mansour,
deprived of citizenship, to
Morocco
– By Susanna Spurgeon
– Morocco World News (05.01.2019) – Denmark has deported Said
Mansour, convicted of incitement to terrorism and formerly a
dual Moroccan-Danish citizen, to Morocco.
According to Danish media, Mansour arrived in Casablanca
yesterday night, aboard Royal Air Maroc flight 222 from
Copenhagen. Danish authorities handed him into Moroccan
custody.
Danish Prime Minister Lars Lokke Rasmussen tweeted that he was
“very satisfied” with Mansour’s deportation: “Said Mansour has
been handed over to the Moroccan authorities. A final end to a
pertinent effort to carry out the Danish Supreme Court’s
ruling to deport him in 2016…. It sends a clear message that
criminal foreigners, who so obviously act against the Danish
values and promote terrorism, do not belong in Denmark.”
Rasmussen had talked to Moroccan Minister of Foreign Affairs
Nasser Bourita in December about Mansour’s deportation,
according to Danish news outlet Horsens Folkeblad.

‘Justice has been served’
Danish immigration minister Inger Stojberg was in Morocco this
week on a secret trip to make a deal with Morocco on the
deportation.
In a statement today, Stojberg said, “Justice has been
served.” Mansour, she said, was “one of the most fanatic
Islamists who we have deported…. He was on the very top of our
list.”
In an unprecedented 2015 ruling, a Danish court stripped Said
Mansour of his Danish citizenship. The court had convicted
Mansour of incitement to terrorism for Facebook posts praising
Osama bin Laden and encouraging followers to join the al-Nusra
Front, an al-Qaeda affiliate in Syria, according to Al
Jazeera.
The court sentenced Mansour to four years in prison. Mansour
appealed the loss of his citizenship, arguing he would face
torture in Morocco.
The Danish Supreme Court in 2016 ruled against Mansour, and
the Danish government has since been trying to deport him.
Stojberg today asserted the deportation deal “is completely in
order concerning the obligations we have to abide by the
international human rights of Said Mansour.” The remarks imply
Denmark received promises from Morocco that Mansour would not
be physically harmed, tortured, or executed.
On December 17, 2018, Danish tourist Louisa Vesterager
Jespersen was found murdered with a Norwegian tourist near
Imlil, in Morocco’s Atlas Mountains. Morocco has arrested 23
suspects in the case and connected it to terrorism.
The Imlil murders may have expedited Denmark’s efforts to
deport Said Mansour.
Mansour was the first Danish citizen to lose his citizenship

and be deported.
In 2007, Mansour received a separate terror conviction and
spent 3.5 years in prison in Denmark.
Born in Morocco, Mansour has lived in Denmark since 1983,
earning citizenship in 1988. He has four children with a
Danish ex-wife and grandchildren living in Denmark.
Morocco does not have an extradition agreement with Denmark.
According to a Norwegian source, many Norwegian and Danish
criminals come to Morocco to avoid extradition.

European Parliament: HRWF
debate on child marriage on
EU REPORTER TV
– Watch the video here:

https://youtu.be/wgOK0_XA6Vg

Panelists
Elisa Van Ruiten, a Gender Specialist at Human Rights Without
Frontiers International;
Mohinder Watson, a researcher and activist against child
marriage, who escaped a forced marriage of her own as a
teenager;
Emilio Puccio, the Coordinator of the European Parliament
Intergroup on Children’s Rights, which is a cross-party and
cross-national group comprising over 90 MEPs and 25 childfocused organizations.
The presenter was EU Reporter’s Jim Gibbons.

“Every day somewhere in the world, 39,000 young girls are
married before they reach the age of majority; more than a
third of them are younger than 15, according to the Council of
Europe. We may be well into the 21st century but too many
girls are still forced to live in a bygone age of male
dominance. Human Rights Without Frontiers has just produced a
report on women’s rights and the Abrahamic faiths o
Christianity, Islam and Judaism.”
EU Reporter – https://bit.ly/2CTvNPh
Next Programme about North Korea (November) –
IF YOU WANT TO BE A PARTNER OF HUMAN RIGHTS WITHOUT FRONTIERS
IN AN EU REPORTER TV PROGRAM OF YOUR CHOICE, SEND AN EMAIL TO
w.fautre@hrwf.org

