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ERITREA:
Three
Catholic
clergymen
released
from
arbitrary detention
ERITREA: Three Catholic clergymen
released from arbitrary detention
CSW and Human Rights Concern Eritrea (HRCE) welcome the
releases of three Catholic clergymen who were detained
arbitrarily by the Eritrean authorities in separate
incidents in October 2022, despite belonging to a
denomination that is ostensibly permitted to operate in

the country.
CSW (05.01.2023) – https://bit.ly/3GG8Qxt – Abune Fikremariam
Hagos Tsalim, the first Bishop of the Catholic Eparchy of
Segheneity and Father Mihretab Stefanos, the parish priest of
St Michael’s Church in Segheneity, were released on 28
December,
with
several
videos
emerging
of
the
Bishop returning to the eparchy. Abba Abraham Habtom
Gebremariam, the deputy parish priest in charge of students at
the Capuchin Society, was released a month earlier on 23
November 2022.
Abune Hagos was arrested at Asmara International Airport on 15
October 2022 as he returned from a visit to Europe, while
Father Stefanos and Abba Abraham Habtom Gebremariam were
detained on 11 and 12 October 2022 respectively. While the
bishop and Father Stefanos were held in an unknown location,
Abba Abraham Habtom Gebremariam was detained in Adi Abeito
prison, north of the Eritrean capital Asmara.
In May 2002 Eritrea closed all churches not affiliated with
the Catholic, Evangelical Lutheran or Orthodox Christian
traditions, and began a campaign of arrests of adherents of
non-sanctioned churches that continues to this day.
Among those arrested are seven church leaders who have been
detained arbitrarily for at least 18 years, reportedly in
Wengel Mermera Investigation Centre in Asmara. Rev Haile
Naizge, chair of the Full Gospel Church, and Dr Kuflu
Gebremeskel, chair of the Eritrean Evangelical Alliance and
visiting lecturer at the former University of Asmara, have
been detained since 23 May 2004. Rev Million Gebreselassie,
pastor of the Rhema Evangelical Church in the city of Massawa
and an anaesthetist at Massawa Hospital, has been held since 3
June 2004. Rev Kidane Woldu, a senior pastor of the Muluwengel
(Full Gospel) Church, has been held since 18 March 2005.
The Eritrean Orthodox Church has also experienced severe
repression despite being sanctioned by the government.

Orthodox priests Dr Futsum Gebrenegus, at the time Eritrea’s
only psychiatrist, Dr Tekleab Menghisteab, a highly respected
physician, and Rev Gebremedhin Gebregiorgis, have been
detained since 19 November 2004. All three are from the
Medhane Alem Church. Moreover, Abune Antonios, the legitimate
patriarch, died on 9 February 2022, following 16 years under
house arrest. Two pro-government bishops installed
uncanonically in his place have died in office, the first
in December 2015 following a debilitating illness, and the
second on 2 December 2022, around 17 months after his
installation. Unconfirmed reports indicate another successor
may have been quietly appointed.
Elizabeth Chyrum, Director of HRCE said: ‘The arrest and
subsequent release of the Catholic clergy provide a clear
illustration, if one is needed, that permitted religious
communities also experience repression. While CSW and HRCE
welcome these releases, we also recall that thousands of
prisoners of conscience remain detained without charge or
trial, some of whom have been held in shipping containers and
makeshift, overcrowded and unsanitary facilities for over two
decades. We therefore urge the Eritrean government to go much
further, by releasing everyone who has been subjected to
lengthy and unjust arbitrary detention.’
Eritrea is heavily involved in the civil unrest in Ethiopia,
and the arrests and subsequent releases of the Catholic clergy
occurred against the backdrop of punitive door to door
roundups and forcible conscription of Eritrean citizens of all
ages, which continue despite the African Union-brokered
cessation of hostilities. Eritrea is not party to the peace
agreement and its troops have also continued to violate the
rights of Tigrayan civilians. Although some recent reports
have indicated that Eritrean troops have withdrawn from towns
including Axum and Shire, others detail ongoing violations,
including the murders of two young men by Eritrean troops in
Axum on 3 January, while photographs continue to emerge

allegedly showing Eritrean troops on the streets of Shire.
Khataza Gondwe, Joint Head of Advocacy and Team Leader for
Africa and the Middle East at CSW, said: ‘The continuing
presence of troops implicated in the commission of the gravest
of international crimes constitutes a clear threat both to the
peace process and to the lives of Tigrayan civilians. We call
on the African Union and the rest of the international
community to ensure the immediate withdrawal of Eritrean
troops from Ethiopia, including by formulating and initiating
additional targeted sanctions and a comprehensive arms
embargo, if deemed necessary. We also call for the
demobilisation of conscripts, and urge the Eritrean government
to end its military adventurism and focus instead on
respecting and fulfilling the rights and freedoms of Eritrean
citizens, ensuring that they are finally able to enjoy the
dividends of their hard-won independence.’
Note to Editors:
1. Patriarch Antonios was officially placed under house
arrest in May 2007, when he was transported from his
official residence to an unknown location.
Prior to
this he had been under de facto house arrest in his
official residence since January 2006.
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CHINA: USCIRF charges China’s
authorized religious bodies
as
Communist
Party
accomplices
CHINA:USCIRF charges China’s
authorized religious bodies as
Communist Party accomplices
A new report exposes the five authorized religions’
“complicity in the government’s systematic, ongoing,
and egregious violations of religious freedom.”
By Massimo Introvigne
Bitter Winter (03.01.2023) – https://bit.ly/3imiugn –
According to sociologist Fenggang Yang’s famous distinction,
China’s religion is organized according to three “markets.”
The “red market” includes the five authorized religions: five
government-controlled bodies that constitute the only legal
religious organizations in China. They are the Three-Self
Church for Protestants, the Chinese Patriotic Catholic
Association for Catholics, the China Daoist Association for

Daoists, the China Islamic Association for Muslims, and
the China Buddhist Association for Buddhists.
The “black market” includes the groups singled out by the
regime and banned as “xie jiao” (“heterodox teachings,”
sometimes translated as “evil cults”), which are mercilessly
persecuted. In the middle lies the largest segment of China’s
religious life, the “gray market” of communities that refuse
to join the five authorized religions and are regarded as
illegal although they are not banned as xie jiao:
Protestant
house
churches,
Catholic
conscientious
objectors who refuse the Vatican-China deal of 2018,
independent Daoist and Buddhist temples and Islamic mosques.
Under Xi Jinping, life has become increasingly precarious for
those in the “gray market” too.
The United States Commission on International Religious
Freedom (USCIRF) is an independent U.S. bipartisan commission
whose members are designated by the congressional leaders of
both parties and appointed by the President. On December 29,
it has released a new report on “State-Controlled Religion and
Religious Freedom Violations in China,” which focuses on the
role the five authorized religions play in the Chinese system
of anti-religious repression. We are thankful for the repeated
references to Bitter Winter, including to an important article
by Marco Respinti that exposed China’s strategy for installing
a Dalai Lama of its own when the current 14
die.

th

Dalai Lama will

The report denounces the five authorized religions’
“complicity in the government’s systematic, ongoing, and
egregious violations of religious freedom.” It carefully
explains how the five organizations exist not to promote
religion but to control, limit, and transform it into a
propaganda tool for the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). This
role is not secret, the report notes. It is clearly spelled
out in the by-laws of the five organizations, in Xi Jinping’s

speeches, and in the 2020 “Measures on the Administration of
Religious Groups.” The five bodies are defined as “patriotic
religious organizations,” “with an express purpose to ‘unite
and guide’ members of their respective religious communities
to ‘support the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party and
the socialist system.’”
In practice, the report explains, this means that they “assist
or work with the CCP and government in promulgating,
implementing, and enforcing state laws, regulations, and
policies—often at the expense of the religious communities
they claim to represent.” They are asked to offer their
support in tracking down, denouncing, and persecuting the xie
jiao and other forms of “illegal” religion, and they do it
zealously.
They lead their affiliates to study the CCP documents and the
writings and speeches of Xi Jinping. They make sure that
authorized places of worship are “forced to display Communist
propaganda posters, including images and quotes of Communist
leaders such as Xi Jinping and Mao Zedong, although the
display of such images violates religious principles of some
religions. Moreover, state-sanctioned clergy members are
forced to incorporate CCP ideology and policies into their
sermons or speeches.”
While the five authorized religions play their negative role
throughout the whole of China, the report notes that their
complicity with the CCP is specially obvious in Xinjiang and
in Tibet. There, they assist the Communist Party in its
repression of genuine expressions of Islam and Buddhism, and
try to hide it through propaganda disseminated
internationally. In Tibet, the China Buddhist Association is
increasingly taking the lead in the CCP strategy aimed at
installing a fake Dalai Lama of its own when the present Dalai
Lama will die.
The

report

concludes

that

“State-controlled

religious

organizations remain an integral part of the CCP’s
institutional control of religion. These organizations are
expected to be absolutely loyal to the CCP, to serve as
conduits and endorsers of state propaganda, and to facilitate
the implementation of the CCP’s religious policies—notably the
deeply coercive policy on the sinicization of religion.
The integral involvement of these state-controlled religious
organizations in such repression renders them complicit in
the CCP’s systematic, ongoing, and egregious religious freedom
violations. On the other hand, these religious organizations
are also ironically victims of the CCP’s religious policy;
they are deprived of genuine practice of religion without
state interference, and any perceived disloyalty and public
disagreement with the CCP and government leads to severe
punishment.”
The USCIRF report never mentions the Vatican. However, by
recommending that after the 2018 agreement (renewed in 2020
and 2022) Catholics join the Chinese Patriotic Catholic
Association, the Holy See is implicitly criticized for
directing Chinese believers to become part of an organization
exposed as an accomplice of brutal violations of religious
freedom.
Photo: On December 20, 2022, representatives of the CCP and
the five authorized religions, including Catholic Bishop Huang
Bingzhang, attended a meeting on how to coordinate repression
of religious movements banned as xie jiao in Zhuhai,
Guangdong. From Weibo.
*************************************************************
***********************
Massimo Introvigne (born June 14, 1955 in Rome) is an Italian
sociologist of religions. He is the founder and managing
director of the Center for Studies on New Religions (CESNUR),
an international network of scholars who study new religious

movements. Introvigne is the author of some 70 books and more
than 100 articles in the field of sociology of religion. He
was the main author of the Enciclopedia delle religioni in
Italia (Encyclopedia of Religions in Italy). He is a member of
the editorial board for the Interdisciplinary Journal of
Research on Religion and of the executive board of University
of California Press’ Nova Religio. From January 5 to December
31, 2011, he has served as the “Representative on combating
racism, xenophobia and discrimination, with a special focus on
discrimination against Christians and members of other
religions” of the Organization for Security and Co-operation
in Europe (OSCE). From 2012 to 2015 he served as chairperson
of the Observatory of Religious Liberty, instituted by the
Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs in order to monitor
problems of religious liberty on a worldwide scale.
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NORWAY: Oslo District Court
suspends de-registration of
Jehovah’s Witnesses
NORWAY: Oslo District Court
suspends de-registration of
Jehovah’s Witnesses
A draconian and unjust decision by the County Governor
of Oslo and Viken has been blocked by quick judicial
intervention. The fight, however, continues.
By Massimo Introvigne

Bitter Winter (04.01.2023) – https://bit.ly/3jX3LZy – Norway
is generally considered a country friendly to religious
liberty. I remember how, when I was the Representative of the
OSCE (Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe) for
combating racism, xenophobia, and religious discrimination, I
enjoyed the support of Norway as an OSCE participating state
willing to criticize limitations of religious liberty in other
countries. Norway has a system of registration of religious
communities, amended in 2020, and has registered 739 different
religious groups. Until December 2022, none had been deregistered on account of an assessment of its beliefs and
practices. Even the Russian Orthodox Church has kept five
religious entities registered (and receiving state grants),
despite its vocal support for the Russian invasion of Ukraine.
There is, however, one religious organization some Norwegian
media and state agencies have showed consistent hostility to
for almost 25 years (the first media campaign started in

1989). Investigating the reasons for this hostility would go
beyond the limits of a magazine article. It seems, however,
that one element has been that accusations by “apostate” exmembers, i.e. those former members who become militant
opponents of the group they have left, were taken at face
value. A significant body of international sociological
literature on apostates was ignored. This literature had
warned for decades that “apostate” and “ex-member” are not
synonyms; that apostates are only a small percentage of exmembers of a given religion: and that, while not deprived of
interest, their accounts are more expressions of subjective
discomfort and anger than objective depictions of the
religious organization they have left.
Based on this hostility, administrative authorities and lower
courts in the 1990s decided in child custody cases that
Jehovah’s Witness parents were unfit to raise their children,
until in 1994 and 1996 the Supreme Court of Norway ruled twice
that these decisions were based on religious prejudice.
More

recently,

attacks

have

focused

on

the

so-called

“shunning.” This is the teaching and practice of Jehovah’s
Witnesses, which they believe is based on solid Biblical
precedents, that members in good standing should not associate
with ex-members who have been disfellowshipped for serious
sins, of which they have not repented, or have formally left
the organization (as opposed to simply becoming inactive),
unless they are cohabiting relatives.
On July 9, 2021, the Borgarting Court of Appeal rendered one
of the most bizarre decisions I am aware of in the long legal
history of Jehovah’s Witnesses. It ruled that, since she ran
the risk of being shunned, a woman who had been
disfellowshipped by Jehovah’s Witnesses should be readmitted
within their fold. Regardless of the reasons for
disfellowshipping her, which I have discussed in another
Bitter Winter article, that a secular court can compel a
religious organization to readmit an excluded member was a

legal monstrosity. Happily, with a unanimous (5-0) decision of
May 3, 2022, the Supreme Court eliminated the monstrosity, and
affirmed that secular courts cannot second-guess decisions of
exclusion religious organizations have taken based on their
interpretation of theological principles, and this regardless
of the consequences of the exclusion, including shunning.
It appears the woman was supported by Rolf Furuli, a professor
emeritus of Semitic languages at the University of Oslo and a
disfellowshipped Jehovah’s Witness, whom I know and with whom
I maintain a respectful dialogue, although we disagree on
almost everything.
In Norway, Jehovah’s Witnesses have received state subsidies
for thirty years. These are not “gifts” but allocations
provided for by the Norwegian Constitution and laws to respect
the principle of equality, since the Church of Norway
(Lutheran) is supported by taxpayers’ money. In an
administrative decision of January 27, 2022, the County
Governor (Statsforvalteren) for Oslo and Viken explained that
she had “received a letter from Rolf Furuli in connection with
the exclusion and expulsion of members. The Ministry of
Children and Family Affairs has asked the County Governor to
assess whether the inquiry from Furuli reveals information of
importance for the registration of and state subsidies to the
Jehovah’s Witnesses.”
In the decision, the County Governor denied Jehovah’s
Witnesses the state subsidy for the year 2021 based on two
grounds. The first was that, in her opinion, the shunning
policy created pressure on members willing to leave and thus
denied their religious freedom. The second was that the
shunning policy creates a “negative social control” of minors,
because it is extended to baptized minors who commit serious
sins and do not repent (although their Jehovah’s Witness
parents and guardians should continue in their duties towards
them). The County Governor added that, to some extent, the
policy is also extended to unbaptized minors who had been

allowed to preach before baptism and had later been excluded
as unrepentant of serious sins. These unbaptized minors are
not shunned, but it is recommended that Jehovah’s Witnesses in
good standing should be “careful” in associating with them.
The decision of the County Governor was confirmed by the
Ministry of Children and Families on September 20, 2022. These
were administrative decisions, which Jehovah’s Witnesses
challenged by filing on December 21, 2022, an invalidity
lawsuit at the Oslo District Court.
On December 22, 2022, the County Governor issued a second
administrative decision, withdrawing the registration
Jehovah’s Witnesses had as a religious community in Norway
since 1985, and stating that a request for re-registration
under the new law had also been rejected. The grounds offered
were the same that led the Governor to deny the state subsidy
for 2021, after in correspondence with her Jehovah’s Witnesses
had confirmed that they had no intention of changing their
religious practices to humor secular authorities in Norway.
The County Governor observed that Jehovah’s Witnesses would
not be denied religious liberty. They could continue to
worship and preach in Norway, except that as of January 1,
2023, they would lose the right to perform legally valid
marriages and to apply for government subsidies.
On December 28, 2022, Jehovah’s Witnesses applied to the Oslo
District Court, seeking a temporary suspension of the deregistration decision until courts of law would decide on the
substance of the matter. They observed that the marriage issue
is not minor, considering also that several couples had
already scheduled their religious marriages with Jehovah’s
Witnesses. They also argued that the County Governor’s
decision would surely fuel public hostility against Jehovah’s
Witnesses, which had already manifested itself after her first
order of January 2022, not only through media slander but also
through physical violence against at least one Kingdom Hall.

They quoted also an editorial by Vebjørn Selbekk, editor-inchief of the respected Norwegian Christian newspaper “Dagen,”
the oldest Protestant newspaper in the country, who is not a
Jehovah’s Witness and is critical of their theology.
Selbekk expressed the fear that the County Governor may go on
and punish other religious groups whose beliefs and practices
she happens to disagree with, regarded the decision as antidemocratic, and expressed the hope that the Jehovah’s
Witnesses will “emerge victorious from the upcoming court
process.”
Interestingly, Monsignor Torbjørn Olsen, the Secretary of the
Catholic Norwegian Bishops’ Conference, wrote a letter to
“Vårt Land” on December 27, supporting Selbekk’s position.
Olsen wrote that, “If the denial of registration stands, it
may soon only be a matter of time before a number of other
communities with ‘incorrect’ positions will be deregistered.”
He also observed that the practice of shunning is not unique
to the Jehovah’s Witnesses, and the Catholic Church itself had
in its Canon Law until 1983 a provision that Catholics should
not associate with those their Church had excommunicated.
This argument also appeared in Jehovah’s Witnesses’ request
for a temporary injunction. They observed that many of the 739
religious communities registered in Norway have provisions
similar to shunning. For example, there are dozens of Muslim
entities advocating sharia, where the treatment of the
apostates is certainly harsher than shunning, yet action has
been taken only against Jehovah’s Witnesses. They also
observed that the European Court of Human Rights has found the
practices of Jehovah’s Witnesses not objectionable and
deserving the protection of international principles on
religious liberty in dozens of cases.
On December 30, 2022, the Oslo District Court expressed “the
opinion that the considerations and interests that Jehovah’s
Witnesses have brought to the fore in the case here appear to
be relatively weighty. There is a clear preponderance of

considerations that require temporary use of the exception
rule, and the court determines that the decision of 22
December 2022 will not be implemented until further notice.”
Jehovah’s Witnesses scored a point but the fight continues.
Clearly, there are in Norway persons in position of authority
who do not accept the principle that shunning is a matter of
religious choice and teaching and practicing it is protected
by religious liberty, a conclusion courts have reached in the
United States, Canada, Germany, Italy, and other countries. I
join my voice to the editor of the oldest Protestant newspaper
in Norway and the Secretary General of the Norwegian
Conference of Catholic Bishops. I, too, hope that courts of
law will get rid of what is an obvious administrative abuse.
Photo: Oslo Courthouse, where the Oslo District Court is
located. Credits.
**************************************************************
*******
Massimo Introvigne (born June 14, 1955 in Rome) is an Italian
sociologist of religions. He is the founder and managing
director of the Center for Studies on New Religions (CESNUR),
an international network of scholars who study new religious
movements. Introvigne is the author of some 70 books and more
than 100 articles in the field of sociology of religion. He
was the main author of the Enciclopedia delle religioni in
Italia (Encyclopedia of Religions in Italy). He is a member of
the editorial board for the Interdisciplinary Journal of
Research on Religion and of the executive board of University
of California Press’ Nova Religio. From January 5 to December
31, 2011, he has served as the “Representative on combating
racism, xenophobia and discrimination, with a special focus on
discrimination against Christians and members of other
religions” of the Organization for Security and Co-operation
in Europe (OSCE). From 2012 to 2015 he served as chairperson
of the Observatory of Religious Liberty, instituted by the

Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs in order to monitor
problems of religious liberty on a worldwide scale.
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IRAN: Religious persecutions
and issues – Christians and
Baha’is in December

IRAN: Religious persecutions and
issues – Christians and Baha’is in
December
Christians
Christian convert mourns death of mother who pleaded for his
release
Article 18 (05.12.2022) – A Christian convert recently
released after nearly five years’ imprisonment for “acting
against national security” is now mourning the death of his
mother.
Nasser Navard Gol-Tapeh, 61, was “pardoned” in October, having
been in Tehran’s Evin Prison since January 2018.
His mother, Sahab, who was 85 years old, recorded an emotional
video for her son’s 60th birthday last year, in which she
pleaded for Nasser’s release, saying he had “done nothing
wrong; he only became a Christian”.
Continue reading…

Baha’is
Baha’i Mona Ghodrat arrested in Yazd
en-hrana.org – (21.12.2022) – On December 19, 2022, security
forces arrested Baha’i Mona Ghodrat in Yazd.
An informed source told HRANA that Ghodrat was arrested in the
street and taken to IRGC’s detention facility. The agents also
searched her home and confiscated some of her belonging.
Continue reading…

Bardia Basiri arrested
Iran Press Watch (19.12.2022) – On December 17, 2022, security
forces arrested Bardia Basiri at his home in Tehran. His wife,
Ayda Rasti, is also detained. The intelligence agents searched
his house and confiscated some of his belongings.
According to HRANA, the news agency of Human Rights Activists,
on December 17, 2022, Bardia Basiri was arrested by security
forces in Tehran.
An informed source told HRANA that Aida Rasti got a severe
nervous attack and was hospitalized when she found out about
his husband’s arrest.
Continue reading…

Jailed Baha’i couple barred from seeing each other
Iran Press Watch (18.12.2022) – Majid Tavakoli, a well-known
student rights activist, was beaten about a month ago while
being held in Ward 241 of Evin Prison. News of this beating
went viral on social media at the time.
It later emerged that Tavakoli had been beaten and transferred
to solitary confinement because of his support for a Baha’i
prisoner named Arash Zamani Farahani. Tavakoli had condemned
the severe physical mistreatment of Zamani by prison guards.
Continue reading…

Sepehr Ziaei, a Baha’i in Evin, held despite deteriorating
health
Iran Press Watch (12.11.2022) – Sepehr Ziaei, a 62-year-old

Iranian Baha’i, is one of several Baha’is who have been
detained in recent weeks in the country. He has been held in
Ward 209 of Evin Prison for more than 77 days. Ziaei has only
been allowed one 10-minute meeting with his relatives – and
that after waiting more than two months. Iranian authorities
have not responded to Ziaei’s families concerns over his case
or health.
Continue reading…

Baha’i Citizen Farbod Alavi arrested
Iran Press watch (09.12.2022) – On December 4, 2022, security
forces arrested Baha’i citizen Farbod Alavi and jailed him in
Evin Prison. The agents searched his house and confiscated
some of his belongings.
According to HRANA, the news agency of Human Rights Activists,
on December 4, 2022, Baha’i Farbod Alavi was arrested at his
house in Tehran.
Alavi was allowed to call his family only after three days.
The reason for his arrest and the charges are still unknown.
Continue reading…

Baha’i citizen Vesal Momtazi arrested in Rasht
Iran Press Watch (08.21.2022) – On December 6, security forces
arrested Baha’i citizen Vesal Momtazi in Rasht and took him to
Lakan Prison.
According to HRANA, the news agency of Human Rights Activists,
on Tuesday, December 6, 2022, Baha’i citizen Vesal Momtazi was
arrested by security forces.

According to an informed source, the agents searched his
house. In recent weeks, he was summoned and interrogated
several times.
The reason for his arrest is still unknown.
Iranian Baha’i, father of a four-year-old, languishing in jail
Iran Press Watch (07.12.2022) – Pouya Sarraf, an Iranian
Baha’i, aged 33, was arrested in the city of Karaj a month
ago, on November 2, and later transferred to a detention
facility in Shiraz. Sarraf, who has been held for more than 30
days, was arrested in front of his four-year-old child by
agents of the Ministry of Intelligence. His detention comes as
part of an ongoing crackdown on Iranian Baha’is which is
unfolding within a larger security sweep which has seen more
than 15,000 people arrested in connection with the protests
that have raged in Iran since the middle of September.
Continue reading…

Government arrests more Baha’is, again
Iran Press Watch (05.12.2022) – Iranian authorities arrested
two members of Iran’s long persecuted Baha’i religious
minority on Sunday amid an intensified crackdown on the faith
group, IranWire can report.
Thirteen Kerman Intelligence Department agents raided the
houses of Roha Imani and Firuzeh Sultan Mohammadi and, after
searching the houses, arrested both of them and transferred
them to an unknown location, sources told IranWire.
Agents also stormed the house of one of Imani’s relatives and
confiscated their religious books.
Dozens of Baha’i citizens have been detained over the past few
weeks in Iran. Among those arrested are Sapehr Ziyai, Payam

Vali, Argwan Zabihi, Arash Zamani and Aida Rasti in Tehran,
Sanaz Tafzoli in Mashhad, Saman Khadim and Leili Karmi in
Shiraz.
Continue reading…

The Islamic Republic’s History of massacring Kurdish Baha’is
Iran Press Watch (03.12.2022) – Slaughter has been the Iranian
government’s only response to protest over the past 43 years.
And even as the September 16 death of the 22-year-old woman,
Mahsa Amini, at the hands of Islamic Republic forces,
triggered Iran’s current and unprecedented nationwide protest
against more than four decades of tyranny, so too has the
Iranian government again massacred men, women and children to
hold on to power.
Continue reading…

House condemns Iranian persecution of Baha’i minority
Iran Press watch (02.12.2022) – Washington, DC –
Representatives Gregory W. Meeks, Chair of the House Foreign
Affairs Committee, and David N. Cicilline, Chair of the Middle
East, North Africa and Global Counterterrorism Subcommittee,
today issued the following statement regarding a strong 401-18
bipartisan en bloc vote on H.Res. 744, condemning the Iranian
regime’s persecution of the Baha’i people.
Continue reading…

Mahvash Sabet
Uscirf.gov (02.12.2022) – Mahvash Sabet is imprisoned for her
religious belief and activity.

On July 31, 2022, security forces arrested Sabet in Tehran
after raiding her home.
In November 2022, it was reported that Sabet was charged
with “founding or leading an organization that aims to disrupt
national security” (Art. 498 IPC).
In December 2022, it was reported that Sabet was sentenced to
ten years in prison following a one hour trial on November 21,
2022.
Continue reading…

Fariba Kamalabadi
Uscirf.gov (02.12.2022) – Fariba Kamalabadi is imprisoned for
her religious belief and activity.
On
July
31,
2022,
security
forces
arrested Kamalabadi in Tehran after raiding her home.
In December 2022, it was reported that Kamalabadi was
sentenced to ten years in prison following a one hour trial on
November 21, 2022.
Kamalabadi has previously been imprisoned for her religious
leadership role.
Continue reading…

Notice:
Undefined
index:
et_header_layout
/home/hrwfe90/domains/hrwf.eu/public_html/wpcontent/plugins/pdf-print/pdf-print.php on line 1214

in

Notice: Trying to access array offset on value of type null in
/home/hrwfe90/domains/hrwf.eu/public_html/wp-

content/plugins/pdf-print/pdf-print.php on line 1214
Notice:
Undefined
index:
et_header_layout
/home/hrwfe90/domains/hrwf.eu/public_html/wpcontent/plugins/pdf-print/pdf-print.php on line 1215

in

Notice: Trying to access array offset on value of type null in
/home/hrwfe90/domains/hrwf.eu/public_html/wpcontent/plugins/pdf-print/pdf-print.php on line 1215
Notice:
Undefined
index:
et_template
/home/hrwfe90/domains/hrwf.eu/public_html/wpcontent/plugins/pdf-print/pdf-print.php on line 1216

in

CHINA: Religious persecutions
and issues. Bimonthly news
digest
CHINA: Religious persecutions and
issues. Bimonthly news digest
(16-31.12.2022)
General
19.12.2022 – Technological authoritarianism: USCIRF examines
Chines religious freedom
The United States Commission on International Religious
Freedom (USCIRF) conducted a virtual hearing regarding China’s
violations of religious freedom. Commissioners invited Bob Fu,
Founder and President of ChinaAid, to speak about the exiled
Mayflower Church and how Chinese authorities extend their

technological authoritarianism.

Other guests and panelists included other experts like Yaqiu
Wang, Senior China Researcher for Human Rights Watch; Buhchung
K. Tsering, Interim President of International Campaign for
Tibet; Louisa Greve, Director of Global Advocacy for Uyghur
Human Rights Project; and Zack Smith, Legal Fellow from the
Heritage Foundation. USCIRF provided the following summary
regarding the virtual hearing:
Continue reading…

Buddhists
30.12.2022 – Tibetan writer held by China for ‘discussing’
Dalai Lama
A prominent Tibetan writer who disappeared last year in
Chinese custody was arrested for taking part in politically
sensitive discussions about Tibet’s exiled spiritual leader
the Dalai Lama, Radio Free Asia has learned.
Rongwo

Gangkar,

author

of

such

popular

works

as

The

Knot and An Interview With Gendun Choephel, a collaboration
with other writers, was taken into custody in western China’s
Qinghai province more than a year ago, a source living in the
region said.
“He was arrested by the Chinese government for initiating a
discussion about the Dalai Lama at a gathering,” RFA’s source
said, speaking on condition of anonymity for security reasons.
“He was talking about how his Holiness’s birthday and other
important events related to the Dalai Lama should be
celebrated.”
Continue reading…

Uyghurs

26.12.2022 – Chinese attack a “Lonely Uyghur” demonstration in
Amsterdam, police investigates
On December 18, I spoke with the Dutch police on the phone
about an incident that happened last month. The police
officers said they are on the case and will call me for an
interview soon.
What happened, exactly? My protests finally attracted the
attention of the Chinese, and a reaction followed.
On November 24, 44 Uyghurs died due to a fire breakout in
Urumqi, East Turkistan (Ch. Xinjiang), while China was in a
harsh Zero-COVID mode. China had imposed a strict lockdown in
the region and residents had been prevented from getting out
of their houses for over a hundred days.
Continue reading…

Protestants

27.12.2022 – Pastor Hao Zhiwei: 8-year prison sentence
confirmed on appeal
This month, the appeal against the decision sentencing Pastor
Hao Zhiwei to eight years in jail for “fraud” was dismissed.
The
first-degree
decision,
rendered
by
the
Echeng District Court of the prefecture-level city of Ezhou,
Hubei Province, on February 11, 2022, was one of the first
based on the legal theory that, if a religious community is
not part of one of the five authorized religions, it is a

“false” religious organization and those who receive donations
on its behalf commit the crime of fraud.
Continue reading…

23.12.2022 – Golden Lampstand Church: 16 months without trial
On December 23, Gold Lampstand Church disclosed that 12
Christians of the church, including Pastor Wang Xiaoguang and
Minister Yang Rongli, were arrested on suspicion of “fraud”
over 16 months ago without trial.
On August 7, 2021, public security arrested 12 Christians of
Gold Lampstand Church in Linfen city and gave them 15-day
detentions. 15 days later, police continued to criminally
detain them on suspicion of “fraud” because of the tithe and
offerings the church received. The case was transferred to the
court in March 2022. Nine months passed, and the trial is not
scheduled.
Continue reading…

23.12.2022 – Mother of four released from prison
Wang Liqin, the wife of renowned Chinese poet Wang Zang,
returned home 10 days ago after serving her sentence. She
seems to be in good health.
Chengdu lawyer Lu Siwei lost his lawyer’s license during his
time as Wang Zang’s defense lawyer. Lawyer Lu, who is familiar
with the family’s situation, confirmed the news that Wang
Liqin returned home after serving her sentence. Lu Siwei
expressed: “Wang Liqin returned home. We just had a phone
call. She is in good condition. Because she doesn’t have a
cellphone, it’s inconvenient to contact her. I’ll let everyone
know when she has one.”

Continue reading…

21.12.2022 – Trial of Zhao Weikai ends without public verdict
On December 15, Shanxi Province Lvliang Municipal Intermediate
People’s Court held the trial of Zhao Weikai, a coworker of
Zion Reformed. He stood accused of “illegally possessing
terrorism and extremism items.” The presiding judge
interrupted Zhao’s testimony on the pretext that it was “not
related” to the evidence in the case. Li Xin, Zhao Weikai’s
wife, disclosed that seven strangers attended the trial and
her husband looked well.
Continue reading…

16.12.2022 – Chinese Christians compelled to honor deceased
CCP leader Jiang Zemin
Jiang Zemin, who was the General Secretary of the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) from 1989 to 2002, and the President of
the People’s Republic of China from 1993 to 2003, died on
November 30, 2022.
He was greatly honored by Xi Jinping and the CCP, which is of
course not surprising. More surprising is that the governmentcontrolled Three-Self Church, the only legal Protestant body
in the country, called all Christians to remember and
commemorate him. On December 6, national leaders of the ThreeSelf Church gathered in Shanghai to watch together the
Memorial Conference for Jiang Zemin. Instructions to do the
same were sent to all churches nationwide.
Continue reading…

16.12.2022 – Fleeing persecution in China: Christian
Congregation takes refuge in Thailand, hopes for asylum in the
US
Three years ago, 62 members of the China’s Shenzhen Reformed
Holy Church, also known as the Mayflower Church, fled to South
Korea to escape persecution from the Communist government.
They requested political asylum in South Korea, but were
denied.
The church is now in Thailand, where members hope to gain
refugee status, and eventually resettle in the United States.
Until then, they face many challenges, including possible
arrest by Thailand immigration police and being sent back to
China.
Continue reading…

Falun Gong
25.12.2022 – Police Officer held in brainwashing center and
forced to retire due to his faith in Falun Gong
A police officer was held in a brainwashing center for three
months. After he was released, he was forced to retire early
and placed under strict surveillance, all because of his faith
in Falun Gong.
Mr. Yan Ji, an Anlu City, Hubei Province, resident in his 50s,
was arrested at work on May 24, 2022. Agents from the 610
Office and Domestic Security Office first said that they
needed to talk to him. But before he could respond, they
pushed him outside and into the police car.
Continue reading…

23.12.2022 – Heilongjiang Woman convicted for helping a blind
person read Falun Gong books
A Jiamusi City, Heilongjiang Province resident was sentenced
to ten months in late November 2022 for helping a local blind
resident read the teachings of Falun Gong.
Ms. Qin, 59, used to suffer from severe heart conditions
before taking up Falun Gong. Thanks to the practice, she
didn’t only regain her health but also became a more
considerate person. She often volunteered to clean the hallway
in her apartment building and never sought anything in return.
After the communist regime ordered the persecution in 1999,
she was repeatedly arrested. While she was in custody, the
police slapped her in the face, handcuffed her and forced her
to sit in a metal chair for long hours.
Continue reading…

18.12.2022 – Woman invited to appear on Talk Show to expose
possible forced organ harvesting from her father in China
“When I saw my father’s body, I could not believe it was real
– he was emaciated and covered with bruises. One large area of
skin was missing from his face and he had many injuries,”
recalled 37-year-old New York resident Ms. Han Yu about her
father on the Rick Jensen talk show on December 13.
Ms. Han’s father, Mr. Han Junqing, was a Falun Gong
practitioner in Doudian Town of Fangshan District, Beijing. He
was arrested in February 2004 for upholding his faith and died
three months later, on May 4. The police cremated his body
against his family’s will.
Continue reading…
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RUSSIA:
Religious
persecutions and issues –
Bimonthly news digest
RUSSIA: Religious persecutions and issues
Bimonthly news digest (16-29.12.2022)

–

29.12.2022 – In Krasnoyarsk, a father of two young children

was sentenced to 6 years in prison for believing in Jehovah
God.
Link
to
full
text
in
Russian:
https://www.jw-russia.org/news/2022/12/291532.html
On December 28, 2022, in Krasnoyarsk, Judge of the Oktyabrsky
District Court Sergey Gruzdev convicted 38-year-old Jehovah’s
Witness Alexander Filatov and sentenced him to 6 years in a
penal colony. That is the term requested by the prosecutor for
the defendant.
Alexander and his wife Elena have two children. Shortly before
the start of the criminal prosecution, the family moved from
Krasnoyarsk to Novorossiysk. In July 2021, Konstantin Zhuikov,
an investigator with the Investigative Committee for the
Oktyabrsky District of Krasnoyarsk, opened a criminal case
against Filatov.
Continue reading…

26.12.2022 – Blogger from Armavir found guilty of insulting
the religious feelings of Muslims
Sova Center – On December 19, 2022, the Armavir City Court
sentenced local game blogger Sergey Orlov to a year in prison
under Part 1 of Art. 148 (public actions expressing clear
disrespect for society and committed in order to offend the
religious feelings of believers) and Part 1 of Art. 228 of the
Criminal Code (illegal acquisition and possession of drugs
without the purpose of sale). Earlier, on June 16, 2021, Orlov
was sentenced under Part 3 of Art. 158 of the Criminal Code
for stealing money from a bank card found by him to one and a
half years of imprisonment on probation.
Continue reading…

23.12.2022 – In Vyazemskiy, the Court gave Sergey Kuznetsov a
2 years and 5 months suspended sentence for his peaceful
beliefs
Link
to
full
text
in
Russian:
https://www.jw-russia.org/news/2022/12/231146.html
On December 22, 2022, Ksenia Ostanina, a judge of the
Vyazemskiy District Court of the Khabarovsk Territory, imposed
a suspended prison senctence of 2 years and 5 months on 31year-old Sergey Kuznetsov, with a probationary period of 2
years for participating in the activity of an extremist
organization, basically, for his religion.
“I believe that calling me an extremist is a big mistake, as
hatred towards people is something alien to Jehovah’s
Witnesses because they follow the commandments of Jesus Christ
to love people,” the believer stressed , addressing the court
in his final statement.
Continue reading…

21.12.2022

–

Azerbaijani

citizen

fined

for

“illegal”

missionary work in Myski
Sova Center – On December 20, 2022, it became known that the
Myskovsky City Court of the Kemerovo Region found the citizen
of Azerbaijan guilty under Part 5 of Art. 5.26 of the Code of
Administrative Offenses (carrying out missionary activity in
violation of the requirements of legislation on freedom of
conscience, committed by a foreign citizen or stateless
person) and imposed a fine of 30 thousand rubles on him.
According to the police, he conducted missionary activities
without documents confirming his right to conduct such
activities on the territory of the Russian Federation.

20.12.2022 – Refusing to “carry out orders aimed
destruction and utter defeat of living people”

at

Forum 18 – A Leningrad Region court upheld Pavel Mushumansky’s
request to have his mobilisation order cancelled. He had
stated in his application for alternative service that based
on his Christian beliefs he could not “carry out orders aimed
at the destruction and utter defeat of living people”. Once
the decision enters legal force, he should be able to return
home from his military base. Dmitry Zlakazov, a Protestant
whose application for alternative civilian service was
rejected, lost his lawsuit against the military authorities.
His whereabouts are unclear.
A Russian Protestant who sought to do alternative civilian
service has succeeded in having his military mobilisation
order declared illegal in court. While his lawyers have
welcomed this decision as a “real act of justice”, the
situation for conscientious objectors – religious and
otherwise – remains murky during Russia’s “partial
mobilisation”, which President Vladimir Putin has still not
formally ended by decree.
Continue reading…

20.12.2022 – Russia’s spiritual security doctrine as a
challenge to European comprehensive security approaches
The Review of faith & international affairs – In the context
of a special symposium in The Review of Faith & International
Affairs dedicated to the OSCE Policy Guidance “Freedom of
Religion or Belief and Security,” this article offers a
comparison of the comprehensive security approach in that
document and rival Russian understandings of national and
human security. The article draws on Russian legal documents

and the analysis of Russian public, church, and academic
discourse from 2000 to the present.
Continue reading…

20.12.2022 – Cherkessk: fines for distributing religious
literature
Sova center – In December 2022, we became aware of a number of
rulings issued by the Circassian City Court of KarachayCherkessia under Art. 20.29 of the Code of Administrative
Offenses (mass distribution of extremist materials) in
connection with the distribution of prohibited religious
literature.
Continue reading…

19.12.2022 – 4 Jehovah’s Witnesses sentenced to prison in
Russia
Associated press – Officials of the Jehovah’s Witnesses say
four Russian members of the religious denomination have been
sentenced to prison terms ranging up to seven years.
Russia banned the Jehovah’s Witnesses in 2017 and designated
the religion an extremist organization. More than 110
adherents are now in prison in Russia, Jehovah’s Witnesses
spokesman Jarrod Lopes said in a statement.
He said the latest convictions were handed down in a court in
the city of Birobidzhan in Russia’s far East, four years after
they were arrested in home raids.
“It’s unthinkable that peaceful Christian men … would be
accused of extremist activity and given harsh, lengthy prison
sentences usually reserved for violent criminals,” Lopes said.

Continue reading…

19.12.2022 – Rosobrnadzor issued an educational license to the
Buddhist Academy
Sova Center – On December 16, 2022, it became known that
Rosobrnadzor issued a license to the Aginsky Buddhist Academy
of the Trans-Baikal Territory of the Buddhist Traditional
Sangha of Russia to conduct educational activities.
Graduates of the academy will be awarded a bachelor’s degree
in Buddhist sciences and the qualification of a philosophertheologian, an instructor-researcher of Tibetan medicine or a
master of Buddhist tanka painting.
Continue reading…

19.12.2022 – Jehovah’s Witnesses were searched in Izhevsk. One
of them was placed under house arrest
Link

to

full

text

in

Russian:

https://www.jw-russia.org/news/2022/12/191326.html
On December 14, 2022, investigations took place in Izhevsk at
two addresses where Jehovah’s Witnesses live. A criminal case
has been opened against two believers, Yevgeniy Stefanidin, 33
and Aleksander Votyakov, 49.
Representatives of the Investigative Committee invaded the
homes of believers early in the morning. Electronic devices,
hard drives, storage media, etc. were confiscated from them.
Continue reading…

15.12.2022 – The Russian Supreme Court did not take the

opportunity to uphold justice for innocent believers from
Kamchatka
Link
to
full
text
in
Russian:
https://www.jw-russia.org/news/2022/12/151646.html
On December 15, 2022, the Judicial Board for Criminal Cases of
the Russian Supreme Court reversed the acquittal verdict
against three of Jehovah’s Witnesses and sent their case for a
new appeal hearing. The court contradicted the Supreme Court
Plenum’s explanations, which stated that worship services do
not constitute a crime under Article 282.2 of the Russian
Criminal Code.
The case was considered by Supreme Court judges Aleksey
Shamov, Vasiliy Zykin, and Sergey Zelenin. About 20 people
attended, including media and representatives of diplomatic
missions from at least six countries. “We regret that the
judges departed from the fundamental position of the Supreme
Court,” says Yaroslav Sivulskiy of the European Association of
Jehovah’s Witnesses.
Continue reading…
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